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INTRODUCTORY OUTLINE. 

ALL who. believe in Christ the Son of God, and have 
received life through His name, will readily acknow
ledge that " all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for correction, for reproof, for instruc
tion in righteousness." 

Of this Scripture the greater part consists of prophecy, 
and there is scarcely a page that does not contain pro
phetic truth in some form. Yet but few Christians 
make prophecy their study, while the doctrinal and 
hortatory parts of Scripture form the subject of their 
earnest daily consideration. There is not space here 
to enquire into the causes of this serious oversight on 
the part of many devoted servants of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but it may be observed that they will not have 
cause to complain of time lost, or attention distracted 
from other service, by giving themselves more to the 
study of prophetic truth; on the contrary they will find 
much light thrown on their present path, much prac
tical encouragement given to their ministry, while their 
faith will rest on a broader, deeper comprehension of 
God's character and ways, and their spiritual horizon 
will take a far wider sweep, and stand out in clearer 
outlines than before. The development of God's pur-
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poses will become more manifest, and the true history 
of this world will be rescued from the confusion in 
which it lies to so many, and will reveal itself in an 
ordered succession of ages and dispensations distinct 
in their character, but inseparably connected in their 
sequence. 

The study of prophetic truth does not merely imply 
a forecasting of future events. This indeed is the 
effort and the scope of human soothsaying sagacity, 
whose highest science does not rise above happy con
jecture, and whose most profound philosophy is ex
pressed in the proverb that " nothing is certain except 
the unforeseen." 

But the history of God's dealing with the race of 
man, as told in Scripture, exhibits a divine philosophy 
of cause and effect—like a chain of golden links let 
down from heaven to earth, in its course through time 
often lost to sight, but never broken, and finally passing 
up into eternity again to rivet this world for ever to 
the throne of God. 

But to perceive and understand all this requires much 
more than a surface-study of Scripture. I t must be 
read in its profounder teachings, in those wonderful 
depths of meaning that underlie its illustrations, its 
metaphors, its history, as well as sparkle up to the sun
light in its bright prophetic announcement of coming 
glory. 

Such a study of God's word will be found of more 
avail to meet the scepticism of the day than all the 
aids to faith-and books of evidences that have been 
written by men; for it furnishes us out of God's own 
armoury, and trains us in His school of warfare. 
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Thus in the book of Isaiah He appears challenging 
the philosophers and sceptics of this world to the test 
of prophetic proof (Isa. xli. 21-23): "Produce your 
cause, saith Jehovah; bring forth your strong reasons. 
. . . . Let them bring them forth, and shew us what 
shall happen: let them shew the former things, what 
they be, that we may consider them, and know the 
latter end of them; or declare us things for to come. 
Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we 
may know that ye are gods." 

Again, in Isaiah xlii. 9, Jehovah points to the plain 
accomplishment of events which He had foretold by 
the mouth of His servants the prophets, and announces 
fresh predictions : " Behold, the former things are come 
to pass, and new things do I declare: before they 
spring forth I tell you of them." In chapter xliii. 9, 
10, 12, He proclaims Israel to be His witnesses to all 
the nations of the world; and such they are to this 
day. This weapon alone out of GFod's armoury can 
cut through all the sophistries and opposition of men. 

Prophecy is their history. Who but God could 
write beforehand the records of a people coeval with 
the earth itself! What hand but His could preserve a 
people of unmingled race through two thousand years 
of exile, and that exile not a migration to take 
national possession of another land, but a dispersion 
of scattered atoms over the face of the earth 1 

Without a king, without a priest, without a con
stitution, without the constituent elements of a people, 
they exist, unabsorbed in countries that have assimi
lated far more stubborn races, more naturally opposed 
idiosyncracies. For two thousand years they have 
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been fulfilling in every line the picture drawn by the 
Master's hand in Hosea iii. 4. They survive to fulfil 
as literally the picture drawn in verse 5. They are 
God's witnesses. 

Frederick the Great of Prussia, though he prided 
himself on his sceptical philosophy, is said to have had 
a chaplain attached to his household who was a faithful 
man of God. The king was accustomed to endeavour 
to amuse himself and his court sometimes at this good 
man's expense; and on one occasion, coming to dinner 
in high spirits, he turned to the chaplain, and said, 
" Doctor, if your religion is a true one, it ought to be 
capable of very brief and simple proof. Will you 
give me an evidence of its truth in one word ?" The 
good man thought for a few moments, and then 
answered gravely, " I t is capable even of such proof. 
I accept your majesty's challenge, and will give you in 
one word an unanswerable evidence of the faith I 
hold; that word is—Israel." The king was silenced if 
not convinced by this use of the divine argument. 

Scripture teaches us that the true prosperity of this 
earth is dependent upon the happiness of Israel. Had 
Israel been faithful to the trust committed to her in 
times past, she would have brought blessing to the 
whole world. The forty glorious years of Solomon's 
reign should have been only the commencement of an 
era of peace and prosperity that would have continued 
to increase and diffuse itself till its unruffled splendour 
filled and gladdened the whole earth. Israel failed 
utterly and miserably in this trust; but the gifts and 
callings of God are without repentance. 

When a privilege is bestowed by Him, it confers a 
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dignity which cannot be resigned—a dignity which 
adorns with illustrious glory where it is worthily 
borne, or brands with conspicuous, shame where it is 
dishonoured by unfaithfulness. 

Cain illustrated the latter doom when he went forth 
stained with the blood of one whom birthright entitled 
him to rule and bound him to protect. 

So Israel, driven forth a vagabond and a stranger into 
the world which he should have ruled and blessed, bears 
still from generation to generation the indestructible 
lineaments of the firstborn of the nations; and shall yet 
regain the dignity through the kinsman who has re
deemed the firstborn's rights. 

Israel having lost his royal place, rule passed to the 
Gentiles, first to Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, 
the head of gold of the great image that prefigures the 
times of the Gentiles. (Daniel ii.) 

This head of gold represented absolute sovereignty. 
Such is God's rule, and He would delegate nothing 
less; for in every modification of it lie the seeds of 
weakness. But he to whom it was entrusted was to use 
it as God uses it, righteously, benevolently, wisely, and 
entirely for the happiness of all committed to his charge. 

The dignity was too great for Nebuchadnezzar. He 
broke down immediately, and he broke down utterly. 
The trust however was not revoked; it was left in 
men's hands, and men dealt with it according to their 
own wisdom. In the breast and arms of silver of the 
same image we have before us a kingdom which God 
calls inferior, because it was a departure from His 
model. But men had found it necessary to limit the 
ruler's power for evil, and in so doing they restrained 
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his action for good also. Darius found himself unable 
to keep alive a faithful subject and a worthy man. 
(Dan. vi.) And it was proved that justice could not be 
ensured by an expedient which did not touch the source 
of unrighteous government in the evil heart of man. 

Another form of sovereignty followed, typified by the 
brazen haunches and thighs of the image, and realized 
in the Macedonian empire. I t was founded on the un
certain basis of military prowess and conquest, and was 
broken up, before it could be consolidated, into four 
jealous antagonistic kingdoms. (Daniel viii. 21, 22.) 

In the meantime another power was slowly growing 
up in the world, destined to surpass all competitors, 
and to reproduce many of the characteristics of its 
predecessors. This was Eome, typified by the iron 
limbs of the image (Daniel ii.), and by the fourth 
wild beast of Daniel vii. This nation passed through 
various phases of government, from the broadest form 
of republicanism to an imperialism as absolute as that 
of Nebuchadnezzar, and far more calculatingly ferocious. 
Scripture speaks of this power as the last to whom 
authority on earth is delegated. During this present 
interval it is in abeyance, or survives only in the king
doms which have grown up out of its iragmentary pro
vinces, and which have preserved milch of its language 
and jurisprudence. But we learn from prophecy that 
it shall reappear in its last and most powerful phase, to 
be destroyed by the Lord Himself when He comes to 
set up a kingdom which shall not pass away. (Daniel 
vii. 14, 26, 27.) This last and terrible aspect of the 
Roman empire is described by the Holy Spirit in Rev. 
xii i , in which, under its dark and cruel ruler, it is 
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seen persecuting to the death all who remain faithful 
to Jehovah. 

In the end. of the 19th chapter of the Eevelation 
his overthrow is described, and he himself being taken 
alive, together with his false prophet (the hierarch of 
his great ecclesiastical system), is with him cast alive 
into the lake of fire.* 

* Many students of prophecy have considered the system of 
Papal Rome to be described in Eev. xiii. as the beast who makes 
war on the saints, and is cast alive into the lake of fire in chap. 
xix. I t would ill become us to set aside as unworthy of considera
tion the opinions of many who in past and present times have 
taken this view. I t certainly consoled many saints of God 
who suffered for the faith under the pitiless hand of Rome in 
ages past. And a remarkable application to her deeds may be 
traced in the relentless cruelties of the wild beast of Daniel and 
Revelation. But Romish corruption, arrogance, and cruelty, 
though they may well be shadowed forth, are far from exhaust
ing or even fulfilling all the characteristics of the wild beast's 
reign. Corrupt Christianity is false profession of truth, the 
wolf in sheep's clothing. In the name of God she murdered 
the saints of God. But the wild beast, in his fully-developed 
character, sets himself up against the profession of any belief 
in God. He does not declare himself to be God's vicar. He 
declares himself to be God himself. He establishes his own 
worship, as did the emperors of Pagan Rome, and all his 
worshippers are branded with his mark, and doomed to irre
coverable apostasy. None will assert this to be true of all who 
have held or hold the profession of Romanism. Neither will 
any affirm that the names of all who are not Romanists are 
written in the book of life. (See Rev. xiii. 8.) Therefore we 
conclude that whatever may be the secondary and shadowy 
application of Daniel vii. and viii., and of Rev. xiii., to Papal 
Rome, yet these Scriptures still wait their full and accurate 
accomplishment in a more developed and unreserved usurpa
tion of divine prerogative, and unqualified apostasy from the 
acknowledgment of Jehovah's name. 
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A study of the question in greater detail reveals to 
us a series of dispensations in the history of the' world, 
each beginning with blessing and ending with judg
ment. First we see man in Paradise. His fall is soon 
recorded. Then followed the continual increase of evil, 
until the whole earth was filled with violence, and all 
flesh had corrupted God's way upon the earth. For 
one hundred and twenty years direct testimony is given 
to the special nature of the impending judgment. The 
warning is unheeded, and the flood comes and sweeps 
away the world of the ungodly. Secondly, a few gener
ations later Abraham is called out, and his descendants 
selected for special blessing on the earth. The remainder 
of the Old Testament is full of the history of God's 
long-suffering, and Israel's rebellions and idolatries, till 
at last, when the Son of God comes, they fill up the 
measure of their iniquities in rejecting and crucifying 
Him. And judgment comes on their city and land. 
Thirdly, succeeds the present dispensation in which we 
live, beginning with the blessings of Pentecost and the 
gathering out from Jew and Gentile of those who were 
called Christians. In a short time the name was assumed 
by mere outward professors of the faith as well as by 
true believers. So grew up the mixed multitude of the 
present day. I t is unnecessary to refer to the corrup
tions of Christendom, its heresies, its hypocrisy, its pride. 
But Scripture teaches us (that, at a certain period in its 
history, it will be given over to strong delusion to believe 
Satan's great last lie. 2 Thess, ii. 10-12.)t 

f That the immense majority of Christendom 'will receive 
this delusion iB manifest from Kev. xiii. 3, 4, 7, 8, where all the 
(Roman) world appears worshipping the beast. 
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But from all this the true Church of God is delivered, 
being kept hy the power of God through faith unto 
the salvation ready to he revealed—kept waiting for 
the Son of God from heaven, who shall change them 
into His likeness at His coming. With Him in His 
glorious train they shall come to execute judgment on 
antichrist and his hosts, in the terrible day of God's 
wrath that brings the end of this dispensation. But 
the close of that awful day of the Lord will not be as 
its opening. When that mighty army of murderers, red 
with the blood of His saints, have felt His vengeance 
in the valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel iii.), where blood 
has flowed even to the horse bridles (Rev. xiv.); when 
the darkened sun and shuddering earth, and " roaring 
waves of the sea," have confessed the righteous wrath 
of their Creator; after all this has passed away, the 
sun shall set in the fair millennial splendour of a new 
age (Zech. xiv.). " At evening time it shall be light;" 
and the fourth and last dispensation in this world's 
history opens the scene of Israel's glory in Israel's 
measurement of time.* 

Then Israel shall he the royal nation upon earth. 
(Isa. xlix. 22, 23.) Her people shall be all righteous 
(Isa. iv. 3 ; liv. 1 3 ; lx. 2 1 ; lxii. 12); unfaithfulness 
shall never again be found in her. Her people shall 
go forth to the heathen, and outlying nations, (who 
had not been involved in the special rebellion and 
judgment of antichristendom), preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom. (Ps. lxviii. 10, 11.) Wheresoever they 
go, " their feet shall be beautiful upon the mountains." 

* The Jews count their day of twenty-four hours from 
sunset to sunset. 
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(Eom. x.) The length of human life shall be restored 
to the measure of patriarchal days. (Isa. lxv. 20.) 
"Wars shall cease on earth, and the splendours of 
Solomon's reign shall be multiplied a thousandfold. 
Satan is bound (Eev. xx.), and the evil of man's heart 
is restricted in its outward working. Who can mea
sure the material development and prosperity of earth 
under that long benignant sway of the Prince of 
Peace ? 

And yet that blessed period closes in a darker 
apostasy, and a more terrible judgment, than those 
which ended any of the previous ages. (See Eev. xx. 
7-10.) And thus shall it be shown that the presence 
of evil in any form cannot be tolerated, and that the 
time has at last arrived for separating evil from good, 
light from darkness, for evermore. The dead of all 
the ages past who died in sin are raised to stand before 
the great white throne to hear their sentence, and to 
depart to their own place. Dispensations have ended. 
God needs no more to reveal Himself darkly and par
tially by reason of the hardnes's of men's hearts, and 
imperfection of their capacities. The dwellers in the 
new heaven and new earth are wholly righteous. No 
spot of evil stains the world, which becomes God's 
presence-chamber for evermore (Eev. xxi. 3, 4), and 
His glory shines not only upon, but jnto and out 
through, every living being upon it. " TEey are His 
people, and He is their God." 

But it is necessary again to retrace our course, and 
examine more closely the special characteristics of our 
dispensation; and in order to this we must cast our 
minds into God's mould, and learn His method of 
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instruction; so shall we be able to use His key of 
interpretation. 

Coming then to the study of the Old Testament 
Scriptures in this spirit, we shall find that prophecy 
always leaps this present interval, which we call the 
Christian era, as if it had no existence. All those 
prophecies relate to events connected with Israel, and 
God's direct dealings with her; but the peculiar 
heavenly and spiritual blessings of the Church in 
this dispensation never form the theme of prophetic 
Scripture.* 

This interval is brought before us by the Lord Him
self, when in Luke iv. He opens His great commission 
from the book of Isaiah. He reads a description 
minutely realized in His own life and acts in Judsea; 
but after the clause, " To proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord," He closed the Book, and delivered it to 
the minister; thus deliberately specifying the character 
and limit of His commission. That proclamation was 
not accepted. The Great Commissioner was rejected and 
murdered; but the remaining clause of the sentence 
has not yet been taken up. Eighteen hundred years 
are represented by a single comma in our translation, 
and " the day of vengeance of our God" has not yet 
arrived. But that interval has not been a blank. I t 
has given occasion for a more amazing revelation of 
God's love, than was ever before conceived by human 
heart. Jewish unbelief rose like a dark rock to bar 
its own blessings, but it only served to turn the current 

* The predictions of Isaiah, which are so often applied to 
the Church, are distinctly declared by the Holy Spirit to refer 
to Judah and Jerusalem. (Isa. 1. 1.) 
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which it could not stop. Its bright waters clove a 
deeper channel, and bore on their broad bosom to other 
regions richer treasures than those Israel forfeited. 

Yet how many children of God are ignorant of the 
characteristic blessings which pertain to their standing 
in this dispensation. They seem to think that it is a 
sort of development of Jewish times, whereas it is in 
truth, in almost all things, a great contrast. I t is 
not only that sacrifices and symbolic ceremonies have 
ceased. The Spirit of Sonship has taken the place of 
uncertain fear. The Holiest in the Heavens ever open 
to man has replaced the temple made with hands. The 
dread of death that held each saint of old in bondage 
has yielded to the glorious hope of his returning Lord 
set before every Christian. A new, close, and mys
terious relationship of the redeemed to their Lord and 
to one another has been revealed; and this, the most 
wonderful of all the characteristics of this age, is the 
one perhaps least known, and least appreciated among 
Christians. They generally look on themselves as 
units, called to great blessings indeed, but as separate 
and individual existences. Now the New Testament 
teaches that, without losing this individual identity, 
believers in this dispensation are gathered into union 
with each other, a mystic union which means some
thing transcendently beyond mere association; and 
thus, united to one another, are as closely and in. 
separably joined to their living Head in heaven. 
(See CoL and Eph.) This union does not depend 
upon the knowledge of it. It attaches to the life of 
Christ, which animates the very weakest believer. 
But ignorance of this truth has withered the power 
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of the Church, as disuse enervates and weakens the 
muscles of a limb. Outwardly indeed it may be rich 
and increased in goods, and imagine that it has need 
of nothing; but spiritual weakness and blindness fill 
in the void left by the fading knowledge of such 
dispensational truth. 

The loss that has come upon the Church and upon 
the world outside by reason of ignoring this line of 
divine teaching is incalculable. 

If the recovery of these truths within the present 
generation has brought deep and mighty blessings to 
those who accept them, what would have been the 
result of eighteen hundred years acquaintance with 
and exercise of them on the part of the whole Church 
of God? 

These dispensational distinctions form great land
marks for the interpretation of Scripture, and deliver 
those who perceive them from much perplexity and 
confusion. They can understand how an act which in 
one dispensation is a matter of faithful obedience to 
God would in another be the grossest outrage upon 
Him. For example, Saul lost his throne because he 
spared a captive's life when he was commanded to 
destroy a whole nation. Yet the Christian who should 
propose such an act of vengeance in these days would 
be denying the faith which he professes. 

The same God who gave the command to Saul con
cerning Amalek has said to us, " Owe no man anything, 
but to love one another. Dearly beloved, avenge not 
yourselves."* 

* No one has been wronged on this earth like the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself; and now "all power" and "all judg-



14 INTRODUCTORY OUTLINE. 

Had Cromwell understood these distinctions, he 
would not have shed so freely the blood of his fellow-
men, even though he considered them God's enemies 
and his own; and'he would have planted on a firmer 
basis the religion which he desired to advance. Had 
Calvin felt the force of these truths, he would rather 
have died at the stake than burn Servetus there, t 
Had Zwingle known them, he would not have taken 
the sword and perished by it on the field of battle. 
There are many psalms inspired by the same divine 
Spirit who inspired the epistles, which breathe the 
expression of unqualified vengeance on the enemies of 

ment is committed by God into His hands." " Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord." I t is entirely taken out 
of any hancj but His own. But He has chosen grace to be the 
principle on which He acts (during this present interval) 
towards this world. This principle, therefore, should rule in 
His people's hearts, and express itself in their service for Him, 
and in all their acts and bearing towards those around them. 

t This was exactly the course forbidden by the Lord in the 
parable of the wheat and the tares. The servants were com
manded not to root the tares out of the field (the world, see 
Matt. xiii. 38); i.e. they were not'to take away the lives of 
heretics or of false professors of Christianity. I t is conceivable 
that such an error could have characterized a time when men 
were struggling into the knowledge of the truth through 
opposition and violence. But what shall be said of the strange 
misapplication of this parable by Christians in these enlight
ened days, when in direct contradiction of the words of the 
Holy Spirit they declare the field to be the Church 1 By thiB 
they affirm that the Lord Himself provided for the undisturbed 
admission of unbelievers to His table and His worship. ThuB 
they make Q-od the author of confusion, and they break the 
Scripture (2 Cor. vi. 14-18, Alford), while they aid Satan in 
blinding unbelieving professors of Christianity to the percep
tion of their own danger. 
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God's people. How can the reading of such passages 
produce anything hut bewilderment in the minds of 
those who apply their meaning to this age of " the 
patience and kingdom of Jesus Christ1!" 

But let it he understood that they speak of the day 
when the faithful of Israel shall be found maintaining 
the cause of Jehovah on earth against the overwhelm
ing power of antichrist, and they become not only 
comprehensible, but full of interest. 

But it is not only the prophetic word as to Israel's 
future that is neglected by many Christians of this day. 
The broad features of the present time are unread. At 
the time when the 'rulers of the Jews were maturing 
their murderous designs against their true Messiah, and 
the mass of the people was apathetically despising His 
gracious claims, He brought this solemn charge against 
His nation, " Ye know how to discern the face of the 
sky, but ye cannot discern the signs of the times;" and 
so the heavens that were ready to open on them in 
floods of blessing were darkened by the great cloud of 
their apostasy, till they became like brass above their 
heads, because they knew not the day of their visitation. 

Does not the same charge lie heavy against Christen
dom now? "Ye are not able to discern the signs of 
the times." With Bibles scattered broadcast, with much 
faithful testimony in the midst of it, Christendom is 
gliding into the rapids of a like apostasy. Temples 
for public worship of every kind are innumerable. 
There is much activity about improvement of morals, 
much philanthropy, much benevolence, much official 
religion. 

It may all exist without Christ. If does to a very 
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great extent exist without Christ. And this state of 
things, which is accepted even with complacency, is 
the efficient cause of the last great apostasy of this age. 
Any amount of religion short of real personal dealing 
with God in the heart and conscience will fall in com
pletely with Satan's views. It is sufficient for his 
purpose that they do not "receive the love of the 
truth unto being saved." (2 Thess, ii. 10, 12, Greek.) 
"And for this cause"—the not receiving the distinct 
truth of the gospel of the grace of God, the gospel of 
this wonderful age—" God shall send them energy of* 
delusion"* to believe the lie; viz., the counter-system 
of antichristian superstition described in Eev. xiii. 

The Holy Spirit shall cease to strive with men as 
He ceased 'in the days of Noah, and the world that 
would not rouse itself to acknowledge the glorious Son 
of God, shall bow down and worship the wild beast, 
and lower still, the very dragon that shall give power 
unto the beast. 

Another concurrent line of prophetic teaching re
mains to be briefly glanced at; viz., the course of 
events as revealed to Daniel. God declared to Daniel 
that, from a certain clearly indicated period in the 
history of his people, seventy heptads of years (i.e. 
490 years) should elapse before their troubles should 
be brought to an end, and their glorious restoration 
accomplished. (Dan. ix. 24.) But since that fixed 
period over two thousand years have gone by, and 
Israel remains in unbelief, and still scattered among 
the nations. 

* Mark the contrast—apathy of belief towards the truth; 
energy of delusion concerning the lie. 
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Shall we therefore conclude that God's promise has 
failed, and that the question is unworthy of further 
investigation % Rather let us submit our minds to His 
mode of instruction, and all becomes plain. God's 
system of interpretation, then, teaches that a long 
interval occurs in this people's history,* during which 
He disowns them, and during which time therefore 
their history is not counted in Scripture. Daniel is 
informed that in sixty-nine heptads (or 483 years) 
after the going forth of the commandment to rebuild 
Jerusalem, the Messiah the Prince should be cut off. 
This date, then, marks the commencement of the in
terval already referred to; and whenever this interval 
shall come to its close, only one heptad (or seven 
years) of that prophetic history and of this dispensa
tion shall remain to be fulfilled. 

The book of Eevelation gives us these seven years 
in detail, and there the thread broken .off abruptly in 

t Daniel ix. is resumed. 
It is resumed amidst scenes of momentous gravity. 

Changes that would have occupied centuries in the 
earlier annals of the age are effected in weeks or even 
days. The vintage of earth is fast maturing. 

* In Isaiah vi. this interval is described in these words, 
which have since home such awful meaning: " Go, and tell 

' this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye 
indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, 
and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes." Seven times 
in the New Testament this passage is cited. I t occurs in all 
the Gospels as marking the time when God was sadly with
drawing from them; and then it is quoted by Paul in the last 
chapter of Acts, when the Holy Spirit had left them dispensa-
tionally, and their judicial hardening was accomplished. 

B 
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Every fresh moment arrives laden with event, catas
trophe, judgment. Earth appears as the hattle-field 
whereon the powers of light and darkness become 
concentrated in close and final* struggle. The shaft 
of the abyss is opened (Eev. ix.), and the lost spirits 
of past ages issue forth in countless numbers, and 
endued with strange and awful powers, to mingle 
among men. Angels are seen charged with the 
infliction of direct and terrible judgments. 

Satan finds the fully-ripened fruit of the bitter seed 
which he planted in Eden, and occupies a human 
being without limit and without reserve. He pro
duces one in his own moral image, the contrast and 
opposite in all things of Him whom Jehovah sent 
forth as *God manifest in flesh. On Satan's own terms 
this man accepts the kingdoms of this earth, and the 
glory of them. In speaking of these last days of this 
age, Scripture gives prominent importance to this mys
terious being. As the living saints are translated to 
the presence of God, so from the pinnacle of human 
greatness he is cast living "into the lake of fire; and 
as amidst all the criminals of earth's history he stands 
pre-eminent in blasphemy and cruelty, so in the 
Apocalypse the awful tragedy passes from our view 
into eternity, and he passes with it, a central figure in 
the scathing light of righteous wrath. 

Into such an arena, and to meet such an antagonist, 
Israel emerges from the humiliation of ages, once more 
a consolidated nation. Indeed we gather from the 
book of Daniel that Israel takes a place so influential 
among the nations, that this great monarch, in the first 

* That is, final in the history of the present dispensation, . 
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stage of his ambitious career, seeks and obtains her 
alliance. I t may well be imagined that if, in the 
event of the dismemberment of the Ottoman empire, 
Israel should be restored to Palestine under the gua
rantee of the European powers, she would soon come 
to take a position far beyond that to which the mere 
number of her population would entitle her. Their 
wealth, their commercial connection with all the capi
talists of the world, the distinctions which so many of 
them have achieved in politics, in diplomacy, in art 
and science, the varied experience brought together 
from all the European centres of activity, their lin
guistic acquirements, would all tend to make the capital 
of such a people the very focus of the intelligence, 
the taste, the luxury, and the enterprise of the world. 
Such a state of things would be reached, not, as in the 
case of other nations, by gradual development. The 
materials exist, ready, prepared, only, waiting to be 
put together. They are not bound by complicated 
territorial responsibilities to the countries in which 
they sojourn. Their resources are transferable on the 
briefest notice; for the civilized world is their counting-
house. As in heathen fable Minerva issued fully 
caparisoned from the brain of Jupiter, so shall Israel, 
in the moment when the signal is given, leap forth 
into her place among the nations, in all the varied 
accomplishments of her children, the rival, and more 
than the rival of the proudest.* 

* Gentile hands are at "work even now preparing the land 
for the people. For the last six years the Palestine Exploration 
Society has been engaged in the survey of the -whole land 
from Jordan to the sea. British officers, men distinguished 
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But before " Israel's time of trouble " comes, there is 
another criminal to be brought up for judgment. " Great 
Babylon comes into remembrance before God, to give 
unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His 
wrath." The interval, already referred to, having con
cluded with the accomplishment of the number to be 
gathered into the church in this dispensation, that 
completed number, and with them all the dead in 
Christ, from Adam downwards, are caught up together 
to meet the Lord in the air. (1 Thess, iv.) But the 
great bulk of the inhabitants of Christendom are left 
on earth. The salt is taken, and the great mass, amidst 
which it had lain scattered, is left to its own corrup
tion. In its possession are left the temples, cathedrals, 
churches, and places of worship which stud the face of 
that which is called the Christian world. Now is seen 
the fully-developed character of the Jezebel spoken of 
as existing in the church of Thyatira. (Rev. ii. 20-24.) 
Faithless and treacherous then to the Lord, whom she 
professed to own, she has n.ow notoriously cast off every 
shred of responsibility or loyalty to Him. She lends 
herself without scruple to the governments of earth, 
now, like herself, freed from the restraint of the dispen
sational presence of the Holy Spirit. She becomes in 
their hands, so far as it suits her own purposes, a pliant 

for engineering skill and high intelligence, have made this 
service a labour of love. Three-fourths of the country have 
been already mapped out on an inch scale similar to the Ord
nance Survey of Great Britain, while the chart of Jerusalem 
and its environs, on the almost gigantic scale of ten feet to the 
statute mile, is a marvel of accurate detail. I t is unnecessary 
to dwell upon the value of such a work to a government suddenly 
called to the administration of newly-acquired territory. 
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instrument to repress or manipulate, to overawe Or cajole 
the populations. Without principle and without shame, 
she embraces in her latitudinarianism every heresy that 
seeks her influence and sustains her authority. 

Thus she appears before John, in Eev. xvii., sitting 
on the throne of kingdoms, " the mother of harlots 
and abominations of the earth." How could the 
apostle of Christ do otherwise than wonder with great 
amazement, when he recognizes her as asserting herself 
to be the successor and representative of the Church of 
Pentecost 1 

In this her last phase of corruption and apostasy, 
the measure of her iniquity is accomplished, and she 
is held to answer, not only for her own long career of 
persecution of the saints of God, but also for the 
crimes of every false system which she has affiliated. 
So that, when her judgment is come, in her is found 
the blood of saints, and prophets, and of all that had 
been slain in the (Roman) earth. 

Eev. xvii. and xviii. detail her judgment.* The 
kings of the earth, and their elected Emperor, at last 
find her influence too powerful, her intrigues too 
dangerous, her hierarchy too formidable in rivalry for 
their own interests. Her pretensions will brook any 
compromise of principle, but none of power. " In her 
heart she saith, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and 
shall see no sorrow." Like Jezebel, her prototype, she 
paints her face and tires her hair. She gathers herself 

* Daniel does not refer to this judgment. It would be out 
of keeping with the character of his prophecy, and incompre
hensible to him, as being involved with the history of the hid« 
den mystery of the true Church, the body of Christ. 
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up in all her traditional fascination and arrogance to 
meet her antagonist. But like her, she is cast down at 
the command of the new and daring adventurer, and 
he treads her under foot. The wild beast and his 
satellite kings execute God's vengeance on her, and 
thus the system of corrupt Christendom comes to its 
end in the universal massacre of its hierarchy, its 
orders, and its followers, at the hands of the nations 
which it has so long swayed and debased by its 
corruptions. 

But, as once before (when this scene was rehearsed in 
miniature), Napoleon of France found that his rising 
empire could not cohere without some sort of religion,* 
so will the last head of the Eoman Empire find that, 
in doing away with all the mechanism of religious 
system, he has destroyed an essential element of human 
state-craft. (It may be that this is the deadly wound 
which he thus inflicts upon his own authority.) Then 
another kindred spirit comes to his aid, and, in council 
with him, evolves that last form of dark and terrible 
blasphemy described in Rev. xiii. But though Chris
tendom has disappeared, an uncompromising champion 
now bars his path. As Mordecai refused to bow before 
Haman, as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, chose 
the fiery furnace rather than worship the king of Baby
lon's golden image, so in Israel now is faithful testimony 
raised up for Jehovah. 

We have seen how proud a place materially she has 

* The profession of Christianity (rendered hateful by- the 
tyranny and corruption of the priesthood) was abolished by the 
Convention in the French Revolution, but after a few years 
was restored by imperial edict. 
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collie to occupy upon earth; but like some fair victim 
richly robed and crowned with garlands for approaching 
sacrifice, she has brought all this wealth, culture, and 
refinement to an alliance that costs her unutterable 
woe. Henceforth the hand of the Usurper is against 
the throne of Jehovah, and Israel is Jehovah's people. 

But the testimony taken up by Israel is not that of 
the present dispensation of grace. That wondrous 
interval, as we have seen, has closed, and the faithful 
witnesses resume where John the Baptist's mission had 
been interrupted by another murderer. Like him, they 
call to national humiliation, confession, and repentance. 
Like him, they bear witness to a coming One, rejected 

-by Israel, but who alone can bring deliverance. Like 
him, they seal their testimony with their lives. 

" I n the midst of the week" it was written, "He, 
the antichrist, shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation 
to cease." Truce-breaking, and blood-shedding are the 
characteristics of their enemy. (Ps. lv. 20, 21.) Then 
shall Israel be "trodden down like the mire in the 
streets." "The blood of God's saints shall be shed 
like water round about Jerusalem." "Then shall be 
great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning 
of the world till then." Multitudes shall look for 
refuge in apostasy; but " whosoever shall seek to 
save his life shall lose i t; and whosoever shall lose it 
shall gain it alive."* (Luke xvii. 33, Greek.) Israel 

* fwo-yocijirei, shall quicken it into life. (Alford.) Betrouvera, 
French translation of Ostervald. Resurrection is evidently the 
thought conveyed. It would appear that during this persecution 
there shall he many subdivisions of the "first resurrection" 
(e.g. Rev. x. 12; xiv. 1; xx. 4, 5) in contrast to the second 
resurrection, that of the lost, after the millennium. (Rev. xx. 12.) 
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must learn, her last lesson, never more to put her trust 
in man. 

The closing scene is recorded in Ps. L, and in Zech, 
xiv. Deliverance comes not till the Lord's feet stand 
on the mount of Olives, and the tribes, in deep con
trition, recognize Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, 
the "King of Israel. The mount of Olives shall be 
cleft asunder into a deep and far-extending valley. 
The same convulsion of nature shall cause a deep and 
inexhaustible fountain to burst forth in Jerusalem, 
swelling into a mighty river as it flows westward to 
the Mediterranean, and eastward into the Dead Sea, 
purifying its waters, fertilizing the contiguous desert, 
and probably continuing its beneficent course as far as 
the Persian Gulf. (Zech. xiv. 8; Ezek. xlvii.; Joel iii. 
18 j Isa. xxxv. 1, 7.) These rivers would appear to 
be navigable (Isa. xxxiii. 20, 21), and thus would 
Jerusalem become geographically and commercially the 
metropolis of the earth. 

Then shall " Israel blossom and bud, and fill the face 
of the whole earth with fruit." 
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PBOGEESSIVE DISPENSATIONS. 

B? F. 0. BLAND. 

I AM sure I speak for all who are about to address you 
when I say that they will speak with the consciousness 
that they know nothing yet as they ought to know, 
and that while they seek to be teachers, they would 
seek also to be learners and worshippers. I will read 
the first chapter of the second epistle of Peter. 

Tou will have many addresses I hope on the subject 
of the Lord's coming, and on the responsibilities of 
those to whom in this dispensation are committed 
talents to occupy with until He come. But I have 
thought, as beginning the meetings, that I should state 
first what the dispensations are of which we are about 
to treat, so as to lay out skeleton lines showing what 
the dispensations are, and why they have occurred; 
and those who follow me can fill up the details after
wards. 
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Before we start we should remember this, that pro
phecy is not a matter for mere intellectual research. 
I t is given, as we have just read, as a lamp would be 
given to a man walking in a dark place—to guide him. 
" Ye do well that ye take heed to it in your hearts," 
as I believe the right reading to be, "until the day 
dawn, and the daystar arise." The day star comes 
before the rising of the sun; and it is only those that 
are awake and watch for it who see it. I think that it 
is in the aspect of the daystar that we are to look for 
the Lord; while it is as the Sun of Eighteousness with 
healing in His wings that He will arise to His oppressed 
and scattered people of Israel. 

Now if we just begin at the beginning, we learn that 
as by onS man's disobedience many are constituted 
sinners, so it is by the obedience of One that many are 
to be constituted righteous. The two Adams, the first 
and the last, are the two federal heads of the two great 
families of the saved and the lost; or, in other words, 
of the two creations, the old and the new. And I 
think it is exceedingly important to remember that all 
who get life eternal, get it from the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the last Adam, as the Head of the new creation. I t 
is under this Headship that all the redeemed, in every 
dispensation, range themselves; from the first soul that 
ever died in faith, down to the last that shall ever be 
gathered in. I am speaking of Him now not as the 
Head of the body, which I believe to be a more limited 
relationship, and which began with the dispensation 
in which we' live—its very existence depending, as we 
read in Eph. i i , on the breaking down of the middle 
wall of partition which separated Jew and Gentile—-
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but as the second man, the Head of the new creation, 
independent of and outside all dispensations. But to 
return to the history of the human race. We read that 
God saw the wickedness of man, that it was great, and 
He sent the flood on the earth to destroy i t ; but the 
flood could not drown man's lusts; and God calls out 
a man to walk before Him on a new principle, viz., 
faith, and to he the head of a new family, or rather 
of two new families, in the earth. And here I think, 
in Gen. xii., the history of what we call dispensations 
begins; and the promise to Abraham is, " In thee shall 
all families of the earth be blessed." 

Now it is not " a family "—neither the natural nor 
the spiritual seed to the exclusion one of the other— 
but it is " the families." In Gen. xv., where Abraham 
is told that he is justified by faith, God says his seed 
shall be as the stars of heaven. I think there is a 
point here; ana it is this : that Abraham, as the pro
genitor of the vast family of faith, would V meant to 
include all the faithful of every dispensation. There 
God compares his seed to heavenly things, the stars; 
on the other hand, when God speaks of the seed of 
Abraham inheriting the promised land (chap, xiii.), He 
says, " Thy seed shall be as the sand on the sea shore." 
But it is remarkable that in Gen. xxii. God links these 
two things together, because the promise is now given 
to him in Isaac, who is a type of Christ in resurrec
tion, and He says, " In blessing I will bless thee, and 
in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of 
the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea 
shore." Christ takes up these two—the blessing in 
the family of faith, and the blessing of the earthly 
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family in their promise as regards the Holy Land— 
that the promise might be true to all the seed. (See 
Rom. iv. 16.) Now Christ comes first as a minister of 
the circumcision for the truth of God (Eom. v. 8), to 
confirm the promises made to the fathers; but Israel, 
the natural seed, rejects Him, and He takes up the 
heavenly seed for the present time, while Israel is dis
owned ; and this is the dispensation of the mystery of 
the body to which Eph. ii. and iii. refer. But He will 
take up Israel by-and-by, when this dispensation is 
ended; and, according to Eom. xi., the natural branches, 
the Jews, will be grafted again into their own olive-
tree, or, in other words, be brought back to the blessings 
they had forfeited by their unbelief. 

I usually illustrate this in the following way : Sup
posing I were driving through the country about Dart
moor—that is a barren and uncultivated place, as you 
may know—and suppose I saw there a little farm on 
the side of a hill that was perfectly green, and thus in 
strange contrast to all about it, and I asked my com
panion, " Why is that farm so green, when all about it 
is so barren 1" " Well," he might say, " there's a stream 
rises in the .top of the mountain on the side of which 
the farm is, and the man who lives there has brought 
that stream on to his farm and irrigated it, so that his 
farm is green, whilst all about it is barren and bare." 
Exactly so; the stream of God's grace flowed to the 
nation of Israel; God chose them out as a people, and 
He makes this distinction. He says, " What people is 
like unto this people ? Who has statutes and judgments 
like unto them 1" Thus was the favour of God shown 
to this earthly people, and to them pertained the 
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adoption, the gifts, and the promises, which made them 
different from every other nation. They were the little 
green spot. 

Now, suppose some one comes to that man, and says 
to him, " I will send you a steward who will take entire 
control of your farm; and fruitful as that river makes 
it now, he will make it a' thousandfold more fruitful. 
In fact, it will he so rich that it will not be able to 
contain its fruit, and the river will overflow all its 
boundaries, and will make the rest of the mountain as 
green as your farm is now." But the man says, " I 
will have no interference with my farm, and will 
rather turn the stream away than let it turn to any 
other fields but mine." Well, in the "fulness of 
time" the steward is sent, but the farmer murders 
him, and lest the stream should flow out to the thirsty 
land around, he builds up a great bank to stop its 
course altogether. He cannot stop the .stream, for its 
source is above him; but he turns it away from his 
own farm, and it continues its course outside it. So 
the stream of God's grace could not be stopped. But 
when Israel built up their bank of unbelief, what did 
the stream do? Why it burst its banks, and turned 
away, and flowed out to all the barren parts around, 
and the only place that now is barren is Israel itself. 
There is the history of the dispensation. 

Israel killed the Prince of Life, and forbade His 
messengers to speak to the Gentiles that they might 
be saved. They cannot, blessed be God, stop the stream, 
for it has its source in the heart of God; but it breaks 
out beyond the narrow limits of Judaism, and flows out 
to the Gentiles, and so Rom. xi, tells us that the fall of 
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them has been the riches of the world, and the dimin
ishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; but by-
and-by the stream will return to its strength again, 
and breaking down the barrier of unbelief which has 
made Israel appear in the place of enemies, will flow 
through them as a channel to the surrounding nations, 
and the day of receiving of them back again will be 
as life from the dead—the day of Israel's fulness. 
Now it is important to remember that the calling of 
the Gentiles into blessing was strictly in accordance 
with Old Testament prophecies and promises, nay, 
even the breaking off of the Jews, for a time, as the 
channel of blessing was often hinted at, and even fore
told, as in Hosea ii. and iii . ; but the peculiar form or 
shape which grace was to take in this dispensation, viz., 
a "body" of which the risen Christ is the head and 
we the members, was hidden, and this I take to be the 
mystery of Ephesians ii. and iii., "The Church which 
is His body." This mystery, always purposed in the 
counsels of God, had its beginning at Pentecost, and 
could not have existed before the Cross, for its very 
existence depended on the breaking down of " the 
middle wall" which separated Jew and Gentile the one 
from the other, and was only abolished by His death. 
Now this I believe to be a heavenly thing, having 
nothing to do with the earth's course, or necessarily 
with the fulfilment of prophecy, which has to do 
essentially with the earth, and not with heaven. 
' I know of only one prophecy which speaks of any
thing done in heaven, and that is in Rev. xii., where 
we read of war in heaven. But even this is in con
nection with scenes that are being transacted on earth. 
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The nation of Israel is the platform on which all these 
prophetic dealings are to take place, as a centre; and 
the surrounding nations are dealt with only according 
as they had to do with Israel. And when Israel became 
" Lo-ammi," or " not a people," the platform is removed, 
and the thread of prophecy is broken, until the heavenly ' 
people are taken out of the way; then Israel is restored 
to their own land in unbelief, and that wonderful pro
phetic thread is taken up again and spun out to the 
end. 

Now, we read in the book of Daniel, which gives us 
the history of Israel's future, that that history was 
marked by dates, seventy weeks, or heptads, of which 
I will speak presently. But the Church is in a time
less gap, because it is composed of a heavenly people; 
and we have no dates to our history, nor do times or 
seasons necessarily bind us here. We have many 
types and foreshadowings in Scripture of the inter
ruption of God's dealing with the Jews as a nation 
during the present time, and His turning back to 
them and taking them up again after the mystic body 
of Christ is completed. 

In Matt, ix., for instance, we get, in the case of 
Jairus's daughter, and the woman who touches the hem 
of the Lord's garment, a foreshadowing of this. Here 
a Jewess, a type of the nation, lies dead. The Lord 
is on His way to raise her to life again, when a poor 
woman, moved by her faith in Him, touches the hem 
of His garment. The whole procession stops while 
He heals her, and she comes forward and confesses 
Him before them all (just what those who have be-
.lieved in Him now are called to do); and then He 
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goes on and raises the dead Jewess. So will it he by-
and-by; for we are told, in Acts xv., that God is now 
visiting the Gentiles to take out of them,a people for 
His name; hut after this He will return and build 
the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down, and 
restore the ruins thereof. 

We find room made for this gap in Jewish history 
in many Scriptures; and even during the short time 
of Israel's captivity in Babylon their history appears 
almost to cease; and it is worthy of remark that the 
ending verses of the second book of Chronicles, which 
close the account of the captivity, are exactly the same 
as the two first verses of the book of Ezra which tell 
us of their return. I t seems as if time had stood still, 
as far •as Bible history was concerned, while God's 
earthly people were in captivity in Babylon, and as if 
God knew no history on the earth except in connection 
with those to whom the promises were made. And 
another fact worthy of notice is, that all the prophecies 
which were written during the time that Israel was 
owned as a people are addressed to themselves, whilst 
those which are written during the time that they are 
" Lo-ammi," are not a people, are addressed to someone 

• else about them. It is as if (speaking with reverence) 
God ceased to be on speaking terms with His people 
when they forgot Him. 

That the Lord Jesus Himself recognised this great 
dispensational gap of which I speak, when He was in
structing His disciples in Luke xxi. about coming 
events, is evident; for in verse 24 we read that the Jews 
were to be carried captive into all nations at the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, and that 



PROGRESSIVE DISPENSATIONS. 33 

Jerusalem was to be trodden down of the Gentiles till 
the times of the Gentiles should be fulfilled; and in 
the very next verse we read of events which occur at 
the very end, when the dispensation (if I may use the 
expression) has got into the rapids, and signs in the 
sun and in the moon are succeeded by other events in 
swift succession, until suddenly all is ended by the 
coming of the Son of man. Now, suppose there 
happened to be a godly Jew in Jerusalem at that 
time, and that he read the words of the Lord about 
the nation being taken away captive, and that he went 
and hid in a cave, intending to escape when he could; 
but suppose that he falls asleep, and sleeps 1800 years, 
or until the very end, and that he awakes up just as 
the signs spoken of in verse 25 begin to come to pass. 
He would not have missed, according to this Scrip
ture, anything of the events that have occurred since 
that t ime; the Church would have been called out 
and taken away; our Scriptures, such as Ephesians, 
Corinthians, Hebrews, &c, would have all served their 
purpose in the Church, the habitation of God; and 
the Jew would awake to find himself face to face with 
the book of the Eevelation, and the opening of the 
book which Daniel was told to seal up until the time 
of the end. The thread of prophecy would, as far as 
he knew, be unbroken, and God would be dealing with 
the earth again. 

Now to turn to the book of Daniel, in which God 
gives us the history of His people, from the time they 
came out of Babylon to the end; we find room made 
again for the dispensation of the Church between the 
69th and 70th heptad, or between the 26th and 27th 

o 
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verses of chapter ix. I daresay many who are present 
know that the word "week" is a wrong translation, 
and that it should be translated " heptad," I t means 
merely a measure of seven, and might mean seven 
miles, or seven years, or anything. Here it means 
seven years, and this is easily shown even hy the dates 
in our Bibles, which, though they may not be strictly 
accurate, are quite sufficiently so to show that the first 
69 heptads or weeks of years, the two termini of which 
are distinctly stated, cover a space (making allowance 
for a little difference between our calculation of time 
and that of the Jews), a period of 483 years, which 
divided by seven, or a week of years, makes 69 
heptads. 

I t is plain that all up to this has been fulfilled, but it 
is equally plain that what follows in verse 27, or in the 
70th heptad, has never been fulfilled since Messiah was 
cut off; for no one has ever made a covenant of seven 
years in connection with the Jews, and broken it in 
the middle of the week, or heptad. We have, there
fore, still to look for a fulfilment of this prophecy; 
and I do not think it can commence to be fulfilled 
until the Church is taken away. Moreover, I believe 
when it is fulfilled that there will be no room left for 
conjecture about it, but that it will be as plain and as 
easy to be understood as any prophecy which has 
already been fulfilled; and here let me say that we 
have no warrant whatever for spiritualizing away the 
fulfilment of prophecy. Every prophecy which has 
ever yet been fulfilled has been fulfilled to the letter. 

I t was prophesied of our Lord that He should make 
His grave with the wicked and with the rich in His 
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death; and He was actually crucified between two 
thieves, and buried in a rich man's tomb. I t was 
prophesied that He was to ride into Jerusalem on an 
ass's colt. Who would have thought that Israel's 
Immanuel King would have so come? But the Scripture 
must be fulfilled. Again, it was written that one of 
His garments should be rent, and that for another they 
should cast lots. What! Doth God take care of 
garments ? a spiritualizer might say. But the Scripture 
must be fulfilled. There are symbolic prophecies, such as 
the great image in Daniel, or the four beasts; but they 
are symbols of realities, and while the figure may be a 
symbol, the subject of it never is. Thus to spiritualize 
the promise that Christ is to sit on David's throne, and 
to say that it means that He is to sit on the throne of 
our hearts, is to take a most unwarrantable liberty with 
the plainest Scripture. I t is quite right that, as He 
is rejected by the world, we should, give Him His 
place as King and Lord of our hearts, and that He 
should have His throne there; but to rob Him of the 
place which God.sware with an oath that He should 
have by-and-by on the throne of David, would be quite 
contrary to the direct and emphatic statement of the 
word of God. 

That the transactions spoken of in Dan. ix. 27 take 
place at Jerusalem is, I think, plain. The " abomina
tion of desolation " spoken of there is surely the same 
as the Lord spoke of in Matt, xxiv., about which He 
warned His disciples that when they saw it set up, 
those in Judcea should flee to the mountains. Now 
some would teach us that the abomination of desola
tion is to be set up at Eome; but as the Lord's warning 
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is to those living in Judaea, I need not stop to prove 
that they could not see it if it were at Eome. And 
we may be assured that fulfilment of prophecy is not 
to be searched for in abstruse histories of past days, 
such as Gibbon and others, but that all will be plain 
to the most simple saint when once fulfilled. Were it 
not so, it would be no guide to wayfaring men, and 
would be out of the reach of the poor and many others 
of the people of God. God will indeed return to His 
ancient people again, and will bring them into their 
land, first in unbelief, and put them into the furnace, 
that they may learn their need of Him, and then shall 
they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power 
and great glory, and they shall look on Him whom 
they have' pierced, and mourn. Meantime we are 
called to a heavenly calling and heavenly hopes; to 
heavenly worship through our great High Priest, who 
is passed into the heavens. And as God dwelt amongst 
His people of old in connection with that tabernacle 
which was a figure of the true, so He dwells amongst 
His redeemed people now, who are called to be His 
habitation through the Spirit; and so we are called to 
walk worthy of such a calling, and as a heavenly 
people we are outside the course of this world, inde
pendent of its times and seasons, and have to wait for 
His Son from heaven, even Jesus, who delivered us 
from the wrath to come. 



II. 

THE POSITION AND CALLING OF THE CHURCH, 

AS UNFOLDED IN 

THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS. 

Bi WILLIAM LINCOLN. 

WHILE I should have liked to have spoken on the 
coming of the Lord, two things lead me to dwell upon 
another line of truth; first, my being asked to speak at 
the opening meeting of this Conference, and observing 
that the Church's position and calling are put first on 
the programme; secondly, I think it will be a more 
suitable beginning for us to see what is God's purpose 
in Christ about us, His heavenly people. I propose 
then, as the Lord shall enable me, to give you a dis
tinct idea of the position and hope of the Church. I 
will therefore sketch in a rapid outline the teaching of 
the Holy Ghost concerning the Church, as given in the 
epistle to the Ephesians. Not much is said here about 
the coming of the Lord, as we are contemplated as 
already in the heavenlies. Still the coming of the 
Lord is put as the sum of all our hope. The epistle 
consists of seven parts. 

I. The work of God, Father and Son and Holy 
Ghost, in lifting us into the heavens. (Chap. i. to ii. 10.) 

We have, first, the work of the Father, the work of 
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the Son, and the work of the Holy Ghost, in lifting 
us up into our proper place through Christ. In Eomans 
we have the work of God in saving us from hell and 
from our old nature, while in Ephesians the subject is 
continued, being taken up just where Romans ends. 
Thus it is in this epistle God beginning with us at the 
very tip-top; but in Eomans He is seen picking us up 
from the very bottom; while in Corinthians the Church 
is in responsibility on earth. In the epistle to the 
Ephesians the Church is looked upon as in her rightful 
place, where sovereign grace before the world began 
determined to put her. I t is-in connection with the 
position of the Church we have, I repeat, the work of 
the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; and 
at the close of each subdivision we find such expres
sions as " to the praise of the glory," and " the praise 
of the glory of His grace" occur. And here for a 
moment I call your attention to the three variations of 
the name of Christ in this epistle : first, Jesus Christ; 
second, Christ Jesus ; and third, more fully, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. These variations are not without design. 
When it is Jesus Christ, it speaks of His path from 
the bosom of the Father to the cross; when it is 
Christ Jesus, it speaks of His path from the cross to 
the throne; when it is the Lord Jesus Christ, it alludes 
to His relationship to us as our Lord. 

Now, as to the work of the Father, we have three 
things stated, and these rest upon this sure basis, that 
" H e has taken us into favour in the beloved One," 
which is a better translation than "accepted in the 
beloved." We have three statements then as to the 
work of the Father. 
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Firstly, He has blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
in Christ Jesus; He has blessed us with everything 
up there, because He determined we should be His 
sons under His eye and resting in His love. 

My friends, God does not do such things generally; 
it is not His usual way of dealing. If He makes a 
bird, its home is in the air; if He makes a fish, its 
home is in the water; if He makes a human being, 
his natural abode is on the earth. But now He acts 
far differently; earth-born ones are raised up to be 
"for ever with the Lord." 

Secondly, He hath chosen us before the world began, 
that we should be before Him in love. He determined 
from all eternity that He would have the company of 
lost sinners, redeemed by the power of the blood, with 
Him up there; that they should be before Him, happy 
in His love for ever. Before the world began; that 
shows that we have nothing to do withthis earth : our 
place is a heavenly one. " Before Him in love;" that 
is, under His eye, and surrounded by His love. Above 
me, around me, beneath me—" before Him in love." 

Thirdly, He predestinated us to the place of sons. 
The word unhappily is translated "adoption." But 
you know that it is not adoption. God never adopts 
any one. Adoption is a sham. He always makes us 
actually and truly sons. He does so in three ways; 
by redemption, by regeneration, and by the resurrection 
of the body. No one but God can do that ; and He is 
doing it with, it may be, millions. 

Then follows the clause " to the praise of the glory 
of His grace," a similar one being found at the end of 
the account of the Son's work, and again of the Holy 
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Ghost's work. The basis of God's work is, " He has 
taken us into favour," and that—*oh wondrous thought! 
— " in the beloved One." This expression denotes that, 
according to His love of His Son, so are we in Christ 
the beloved One, favoured. Next we have now the 
work of the Son : " I n whom we have redemption 
through His blood," the forgiveness of sins. This is 
the only allusion to sins in this chapter; but observe 
how heartily and largely we get the forgiveness, 
"according to the riches of His grace." He does not 
forgive a few sins, and that tardily, as if He would 
rather not. JSTo; He forgives with a large hand, and 
according to the riches of His grace. We look for 
blessing, not simply according to our need, but accord
ing to the riches of His grace. He delights thus to 
bless us. We should never ask Him to bless us 
according to our need; for He never wilL He likes 
to bless us according to the riches of His glory. He 
will look at our need, and expand it, and make it far 
more than ever we have any idea of, and then will 
come in and fill us with the riches of His glory. 

Then we have the second statement about Christ's 
work. As the former glanced at the past, so the other 
looks onward to the future; for God " hath made 
known to us the mystery of His will, according to His 
good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself; 
that in the dispensation of the fulness of times He 
will head up in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven and which are on the earth," even in Him. 

Here it is "recorded as God's purpose that Christ 
should head up all His works. Christ is head or King 
of the Jews, and head of the Gentiles, and head over 
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all things. But to the Church of the first-born, whose 
names are written in heaven, He is Head likewise. 
Bemember it is in the heavens that our place is, accord
ing as we have seen in verse 3, " Tnat we should be to 
the praise of His glory, who before the glory trusted 
in Christ," that is the right meaning of the verse. 
There are a certain number of people who have be
lieved in that blessed One before He is manifested— 
before the glory—and God so honours that blessed 
One, that He blesses thus highly those who have thus 
trusted His Son. God blesses us as He does no other. 
For so the Lord Himself said to Thomas, "Blessed 
are they who have not seen, but yet have believed." 
Thus then God will gather or head up all in Christ, both 
those which are in heaven and those which are on earth. 

Next as to the Holy Ghost's work: " In whom ye 
also trusted, after that ye heard the Word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation; in whom also after that 
ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until 
the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the 
praise of His glory." Mark those two words, sealed 
and earnest. The difference between the Seal and the 
Earnest is this : in the sealing God marks you as His 
own, and in the earnest He gives you the enjoyment of 
His love. In the sealing He says, " Thou art Mine," 
and makes His mark increasingly plain upon you; and 
by the earnest He enables you to say, " 0 my God, 
how great is Thy love to me." Thus we have precious 
intelligence of what we are to Him and what He is to 
us, to the praise of His glory. 

]S"ow a prayer follows, which in its brief sense is 



42 THE COMING OF THE LORD. 

this—that the apostle would have us know in our 
inmost souls what is our true place in God's counsel. 
I t is so appropriate that a prayer should follow after 
such wonderful things. Hearing such truths, we might 
well feel that it was too much to take in. Therefore 
he prays that " the eyes of your heart (so Greek) being 
enlightened, ye may know what is the hope of His 
calling." But notice, first of all, " i n the knowledge of 
Him." Let us he full of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
When we come to the Lord Jesus Christ, God, His 
God, and the Father of glory, will give us the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation; but let us look at Him. 
Would you know your position? Look at Christ. 
Would you know what you are to be 1 Look at Him. 
Would you know your hope ? Look at Him. 

Now we have three prayers, or rather three divisions 
of the subject. First, " the hope of His calling;" but 
it is obtained in the knowledge of Him. He said, " I 
am coming again to receive you to Myself." That is 
His promise; and Heb. x. says that it is the promise. 
(vv. 36, 37.) No other promise comes up to that. 
There are not so many promises in the New Testament 
as in the Old. The grand promise is, " I am coming 
again to receive you to Myself" That is His promise; 
and it is our hope. He has promised, so we cannot 
but hope. He has not said one word about the date. 
Putting a date in upsets everything. Dates cannot be 
reckoned till the heavenly people are gone. When the 
heavenly people are taken away, then dates recommence 
where they were broken off by the cross and by the 
rejection of the Holy Spirit. 

But time hinders me from enlarging upon these three 
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prayers; but read on. "And what is the exceeding 
greatness of His power to us-ward who believe, accord
ing to the working of His mighty power, which He 
wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the 
dead, and set Him at His own right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, 
and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also in that to 
come: and hath put all things under His feet, and 
gave Him to be head over all things to the Church, 
which is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth 
all in all." Wonderful thought—His body ! In this 
quotation from Psalm viii. we are here shown to be 
interested in what is there recorded. Though He is 
far above all things, we are yet shown to be His ful
ness ; while in Colossians we have the complement of 
this, as He is shown to be our fulness. This has been 
illustrated by a saucer and cup, neither being complete 
without the other. 

So He has " raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." Together, 
together; not Christ without us, and certainly not we 
without Christ; even though we were dead in sins 
when God quickened us together with Christ. 

IL A command to the risen ones to look down by 
remembering what they were. (Chap. ii. 18-22.) 

But it is time that we come to the eleventh verse of 
chap, ii., which is the commencement of the second 
part of our epistle. After the Father has lifted us 
right up as the bride and body of Christ, He causes us 
to sit down, as never before did a creature sit down in 
God's presence. You read of angels over and over again 
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in His presence; but never seated. Eaised up together, 
and made to sit down together. Oh, what blessing is 
ours, through being taken into favour in the beloved 
One! But now we are enjoined to look down, and see 
where we were, Not until He has put us at the very-
top, and brought us into the very presence of God and 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, does He refer to our past 
history. I t is very striking. And remark that the 
religious Jew and the irreligious Gentile are now made 
one in the Lord Jesus Christ. All such differences 
hath God set aside for the present. When the religious 
Jew believes in the Lord Jesus' Christ he is made one 
with Him; and so with the irreligious Gentile. Thus 
we have another hint of the uniqueness of the Church's 
position. Whenever the Church is taken home, the 
distinction between the Jew and the Gentile recom
mences. That the Gentiles should be saved was 
revealed, though not understood, as we find in Rom. 
xv., where passages taken from the Law, and from the 
Psalms, and from the prophets, are quoted in proof 
" tha t the Gentiles should glorify God for His mercy." 
In the Church, however, Jews and Gentiles are not 
saved as such, but are joined together in Christ as one 
new man in Christ. The Church of God then is a 
new, unique, singular thing in the universe. 

How long has Christ been raised and seated at the 
right hand of God? Two thousand years at most. 
How long has the Holy Spirit been down here work
ing] Two thousand years at most. Are these not 
cardinal, fundamental facts, that at present God's Son 
is at His Father's right hand, and the Holy Spirit is 
down here in reality 1 
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I I I . The body together. (Chap, iii.) 
Now comes the third part of the epistle (read chap, 

iii). But the rendering of verse 6 is unfortunate and 
incorrect as given in the authorised translation. I t 
should read, "that the Gentiles should be heirs together, 
should be the body together, should be sharers together 
of the promise in Christ." So we obtain the proper 
emphasis on that word "together." "Unto me," says 
Paul, "was this grace given that I should preach among 
the Gentiles Christ's unsearchable riches, and that I 
should enlighten all as to what is the stewardship of 
the mystery which had been hidden from the begin
ning of the world in God, who created all things, but 
that now to the principalities and powers in the 
heavenly places might be made known by the Church 
the manifold wisdom of God according to the eternal 
purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
Thus this mystery which was hid from all ages in God 
is the unity of the body, the Church. The calling of 
the Gentiles was not hid, the mercy of God to the 
Gentiles was not h id ; but that we should be made a 
body together was hid, it is a new thing in the 
universe. That Jews and Gentiles believing in Christ 
should be made one with that glorified One is quite a 
new thing indeed. 

Then follows the other prayer, because he cannot 
get any further than showing that we are owe with 
Christ. Overpowered with this grace, he prays that 
we may know the love of Christ, that so we may be 
filled with all the fulness of God. And the chapter 
concludes with an expression to which I would call 
attention : " Now unto him that is able to do exceed-
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ing abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us," which 
power in us is the Spirit of God, " unto Him be glory 
in the Church by Christ Jesus unto all the generations 
of the age of ages. Amen." In the singular, unique, 
distinct mystery of the Church God has at last brought 
out the love which He kept hidden in His heart till 
Christ had been rejected and gone up on high. And 
so therefore unto Him be glory in the Church by 
Christ Jesus unto all the generations of the age of ages. 
Therefore this Church is not only a unique body now, 
but it will be to all eternity. Hebrews xii. 23 shows it 
as a distinct, unique body throughout the millennium. 
We see there the heavenly Jerusalem, the company of 
angels, the Church of the firstborn, and the spirits of 
just men made perfect, all distinct and separate classes. 
So in the millennium the Church is a unique body, 
while Ephesians here shows us it is to be so for ever, 
" throughout all the generations of the age of ages will 
God be glorified through the Church /" 

IV. Union with Christ—the care of the Head for 
His body now. (Chap. iv. 1-16.) 

Then in the fourth chapter we have the fourth part 
of this epistle. Here we have a picture of Christ's 
care of His Church even now. Do you think He does 
not care for her now? Yes, He does. As He has 
made us one in these seven unities (vv. 4-6), He is 
now giving us apostles, prophets, evangelists,. pastors, 
and teachers. What for? For two objects. First, 
for the perfecting of the saints unto the work of 
ministry; and secondly, as looking further on still, 
unto the edifying of the body of Christ. Nothing is 
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reserved! What He gets from the Father, as if with 
one hand, according to Psalm lxviii., here He gives 
with the other hand unto men, aye, and to those who 
were once rebellious too ! 

The word "gave," or "giving," signifies that He 
keeps on giving. No one can take that work out of 
the hand of Christ. He looks after the Church. Some 
pretend to make evangelists or pastors hy the laying 
their hands on them horizontally • others affect to 
choose their own pastors by lifting up one hand per
pendicularly. But here is Christ seen constantly looking 
after the welfare of His Church, by giving these gifts, 
until we all come into the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, and grow up to Him 
in all things who is the Head, even Christ. 

V. Wallc in light, in love, in light. (Ch. iv. 17, to 
v. 21.) 

Now the fifth division of the epistle commences at 
the 17 th verse of the fourth chapter, where we have 
the first hint as to the walk of those called with such 
a high calling. ,The first feature in our walk is to 
walk in light. Then the second principle is "walk in 
love." (v. 30.) First, do not grieve the Holy Ghost, 
who has sealed you till the day of redemption. Second, 
be kind to one another, forgiving one another, as God 
in Christ hath forgiven you. Then in chap. v. 1, 2, 
we are enjoined to walk in love, as Christ loved us. 
So that here we have an injunction to imitate God in 
His actings towards us as respects the Holy Ghost, 
and God, and Christ. I t is to be regretted that in 
chap. iv. 32 the translation in the authorised version 
is " God for Christ's sake." As if God did not gratify 
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His own heart in so forgiving us in Christ. God in 
Christ hath forgiven you. 

Next (v. 3) we are to walk in light, because we are 
His children, His Church, and because we are those 
whom Christ loves. Next follow directions as to how 
we are to walk in the light. 

VI. Walk in love. The climax reached in Christ''s 
fwrnal presentation by Himself, and to Himself, of 
this heavenly Eve taken out of His flesh and bones. 
(Chap. v. 22, to vi. 9.) 

But now comes the sixth division of this epistle. 
Again the Spirit shows how love is to be maintained; 
and it is very worthy of observation that God always 
puts the weakest first when He is dealing in grace. 
I t is the'wife before the husband, the children before 
the parents, the servant before the master, and so on. 
And it is whilst enlarging on these relationships, and 
the correlative affections, that the display of Christ's 
love to His Church is brought in as it were, though in 
a bye-way, yet to a grand climax. That is the usual 
way in the New Testament of bringing in, in an ap
parently incidental way, the grandest truths. So in 
verses 25-30 we have seven truths as to Christ's way 
with His Church. First, He loves i t ; secondly, He 
gives Himself for i t ; thirdly and fourthly, " He sancti
fies and cleanses it by the. washing of water by the 
Word ; " for once purged there is no more conscience 
of sins. Next, we read that the Lord Jesus Christ 
nourishes and cherishes the Church; He has never 
resigned His office. In the seventh place we have the 
ultimate object, " that He Himself might present her 
to Himself the Church, glorious." Not " a glorious 
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Church," but " the Church, glorious." You see the 
value of the exact reading there. 

It seems that the thought of the Church being the 
body is here put in subordination to" that of her being 
the bride. Eve was literally taken out of the body of 
Adam; but observe that, while the Lord brought Eve to 
Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ brings His bride to Him
self. I t is an argument for the divinity of Christ; the 
reference to Genesis iii. is unmistakeable. So there is 
our position, "we are members of His body," being 
taken out of His flesh, and out of His bones. These 
words " out of " are valuable. The ties of relationship 
in the Old Testament were always expressed by flesh 
and bones; now in these days we have got down to 
flesh and blood. But " we are members of His body, 
out of His flesh, and out of His bones." Then for a 
moment the writer, coming back to the love of the 
husband for the wife, rouses us from all insensibility 
as to the grandeur of the love entertained by Christ for 
His Church, by the declaration that all this is a great 
mystery, since he is speaking of the love of Christ and 
of the Church. Then this sixth part is continued 
down to chap. vi. 9. 

VII. Now stand, against all wicked spirits, where 
God hath placed you, for a contest with whom He has 
found you armour. 

Now the seventh and last division of the epistle 
relates to the conflict in the heavenly places, and to 
God's armour provided for our use as being there 
placed. Our contest is not with flesh and blood; that 
is, not as the Canaanites were with whom the Israelites 
contended. Our place is up there. There are wicked 

D 



50 THE COMING OF THE LOBD. 

spirits up there who would fain keep us from enjoying 
God's love and the blessed hope set before us. But as 
Joshua, by God's command and power, turned out the 
wicked Canaanites, so He will cast out these wicked 
spirits, and we are to remain there where God has put us. 
So He says stand, stand where God has placed you. 
Wicked spirits shall try to overthrow you, but cannot. 
Your armour will enable you to resist them up there. 
It is not a contention with Satan and ourselves, as in 
the wilderness. This would be Peter's subject. But 
it is how to continue in the holiest of all, and in the 
presence and love of God. 

I close with one remark. The proper conclusion of 
Ephesians is the twelfth of Eevelation, where you see 
the body caught up to God and to His throne. There 
is this difference between Ephesians and Eevelation, 
here the attack is made by the wicked spirits on the 
Church; but there Michael and his angels, which I 
believe represent Christ and His Church, are to make 
the final onslaught on the enemy, and cast out the 
wicked spirits. After which God will welcome us to 
His heavenly home, with these words, "Eejoice, ye 
heavens, and ye that now dwell therein," as if He 
would make us feel quite at home in our new and 
everlasting abode. "Come, Lord Jesus." 



i n . 

THE BLESSED HOPE, AND ITS INFLUENCE. 

BY DENHAM SMITH. 

I WAS purposing to call your attention to the blessed 
hope of the Church as suited to the grand and mag
nificent glimpse we have just had of what the Church 
in its character and calling is. Be assured, dear friends, 
it is the hope of all the blood-bought throng—those on 
earth and those in heaven—that He will come, and we 
shall be like Him. But I have only time to direct your 
minds to the fact of that hope, and to indicate in few 
words how great is its preciousness" and how near its 
glory. I have no doubt that the Church is distinct 
in its calling and character in the love and purpose 
of God, and tHat it is distinct also in its blessed hope 
and promise of removal hence to be in a special way 
glorified with its Head. 

You may be sure of what I was thinking whilst 
listening just now. I t may be summed up in those 
lines of Gambold— 

" He can't be in glory, 
And leave me behind." 

It now needs that we should look to that wonderful 
word in John xiv., where, on leaving, the blessed Lord 
said, " Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
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God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are 
many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, ye may 
be also." This then is our blessed hope; it is the 
hope founded on the promise, " I will come again." He 
Himself will come, and for His Church, that the Body 
with the Head may be together and in the same glory. 
I t is as if He had said, " I have come down from 
heaven that I might take you up in association with 
myself, in association with all the fulness of the God
head that is in me. I have come that I might work 
out a right to have you as mine own, linked in with 
me as bod"y with the Head." And, speaking antici-
patively, it is as if He had said, " I have died that I 
might have you, near and dear as myself, to love me 
ineffably and to be loved by me ineffably and infinitely, 
and think you I am going to leave the result unenjoyed 
and unpossessed 1 ~No; I am going away; but I will 
come again and take you to myself, that where I am, ye 
may be also." Oh, how sweet to think, as we have 
heard, how He loved His Church, and of all the mighty 
expenditure of riches that He may possess that Church, 
and in a place suited to the love and to that mighty 
expenditure of His riches in securing it righteously, as 
that which for ever would show forth that love. 

But who could make the place suited but Himself 1 
Hence " I go and prepare a place for you." This is 
then our specific hope. There is a diversity of hopes, 
even of the glory, or rather the glories to be revealed. 
The Old Testament saints without us cannot be made 
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perfect. And the hope of Israel is, that the Lord will 
come to them, not to take them away, hut to take 
position with them as Lord and King in that day 
when His feet will stand upon the mount of Olives. 
The immediate hope of Israel relates to this earth; 
ours to our being taken from it. 

When He has taken away His Church, that being 
completed, He will then take possession of the earth, 
and Israel will be saved with all nations of the earth, 
and the millennium will come as times of refreshing, 
not from the gospel, as some suppose, but from His 
presence. (Acts ii i 19.) I t will succeed and not precede 
the great tribulation spoken of in Zee. xiv. I t will 
flow out of His taking up Israel again. As our friend 
Mr. Bland has said, the mighty river which once flowed 
for Israel will then overflow the whole earth, and all 
nations will be blessed. I do not know how people read 
their Bibles—I mean those who tell us that we are now 
in the millennium!—a statement which I have heard 
again and again; but you must read Isa. lx. if you would 
see its character and bliss. This the millennium! All 
I can say is, it is a sorry millennium, a millennium 
unworthy of the grand and glorious descriptions of 
the prophets, unworthy of Him whose it will be when 
the whole earth will be His delightsome garden, His 
glorious heritage, reflective of His own right and 
power and glory; nay, the whole earth will be filled 
with His glory as the waters cover the sea. I t does not 
mean (this John xiv.), that He is coming to take His 
kingdom; but, as we have said, it is the specific promise 
the Lord, on going away, has left for His Church. 

Remember then John xiv. 3 is the promise, and ccm-
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tains the hope. One in every thirty passages in the New 
Testament speaks of the Lord's coming, either for His 
saints, as He will when He comes to the air, or with 
them when He comes to the earth; but this is the 
promise for us now, " I will come again for you." But 
when will He come 1 He has fixed no time, that we 
may expect Him at any time. The Body of Christ, as 
we helieve, dates as to its positive existence from 
Pentecost. Its termini are the descent of the Holy 
Ghost, and the descent of the Lord as in 1 Thess, iv. 
When the last member of the mystical body, the 
Church, shall be brought in, the Lord will come, and 
not till then. That makes us evangelists; we are 
longing to. declare the glorious gospel of His grace, in 
order that sinners may be brought in ; and as the 
members of that body, as to numbers, must have a 
limit, it was limited in his mind in purpose, as in 
Eph. i., and it will be so in fact. The question is very 
solemn, and very practical. There must be a limit. There 
must be a last member, and a last moment when the 
last member shall be brought in. And to where will 
He come? He will descend to our lower heavens. 
He has not left us ignorant of the scene. Eemember 
the morning star is only seen when the darkness of 
night is just passing away, and that by the watcher or 
the early pilgrim. Meekly and lowly does it adorn 
the heavens, low, towards the horizon. So He will 
come to the air, not to the earth, and will be, I 
believe, unseen by the sleeping world. We do not 
look for Him to come to the earth, or in judgment 
then, but in love for us. Oh that men, Christians, 
would understand the wonderful position we are thus 
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in! He may come at any momont—I believe it is only 
for the last soul to be saved of the souls to constitute 
the body of Christ—and then—oh blessed consumma
tion of our hope!—we who are alive and remain, 
together with those who have fallen asleep in (or 
through) Jesus, and also all those who are Christ's, 
who have died in faith, shall be caught up together, 
to meet Him in the air. Those who died in faith, the 
Old Testament saints, did not know Him as we do. 
They knew Him not as the Jesus as we do, or as Head 
of the Body. They were looking for Him as the 
Messiah to occupy the throne of David; yet they too 
will be raised to meet Him. They without us cannot 
be made perfect—Abraham, David, Joseph, Daniel, and 
a glorious multitude of others. Our lot is as the Lord's; 
we are sufferers together, and are to be glorified 
together. The Church, being of His body, of His flesh, 
and of His bones, will be caught_ up together. We 
have been slain together with Christ when He died for 
us ; we have been quickened together, and made to sit 
together in the heavenlies; and at His coming it will 
still be "together," the Lord Himself and all His 
blood-bought members will first meet in the air, and 
then ascend to the house of His Father, that where He 
is, there they may be also. Nothing can be simpler, 
nothing plainer. 

When shall that be ? We have no sign for it. The 
fig-tree buddings, as I believe, are judgments, which 
when they come will advise Israel as to His coming a 
second time to the earth. For the present the divine 
order is—first " a people taken up out of this age for 
Himself." This is just what is going on now; and 
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then, "after this He will return and build again the 
tabernacle of David which is fallen down." His coming 
for His people may be at any moment. " I am coming " 
is the word, as if already on the way. The angels, in 
Acts i., put nothing between His going up and His 
coming again. " This same Jesus whom ye have seen 
go up into heaven, in like manner shall come again." 
Not in wrath and judgment as when He comes to the 
world to judge it, but as He went up, secretly, pri
vately, from His disciples, and alone, so, as I under
stand it, He will come again. This hope then, beloved 
friends, the one hope which we thus have, is founded 
on this promise of John xiv., and more fully described 
in Acts. i . , PhiL iii. 20-21, 1 Thess, iv. shows how it 
will be. 

Observe the moral effect of this : " Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God." Sons, as we have been 
reminded, not merely by adoption, but by nature; 
partakers of the divine nature, and by birth; born 
from heaven. Sons by being one with Christ, and 
having the Spirit of Christ, that we might say, " Abba, 
Father," or, as some of the Jewish rabbis tell us, 
"Dear Father," the word the Lord used in Geth-
semane's garden. " Now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not appear what we shall be—that is, it 
does not yet appear to the world what we shall b e ; 
but we know that when He shall appear we shall be 
like Him." We know what the earth will be ; we 
know something of what the kingdom will be ; we 
know what Eden was, and what this present evil age 
i s ; but what we shall be will be most wonderful and 
glorious according to the heart of God, when He 
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loved us and gave His Son to die for us. His love 
will be satisfied with nothing less than our being like 
Christ, His own beloved Son. 

"We have a glimpse of what He is as we see Him in 
the holy mount, where He was transfigured, and 

" Forms too pure for human sight 
Grew visible amidst His light," 

and where, as Luther says, He put on His Whitsuntide 
garments of beauty and glory. There, says Peter, we 
were eye-witnesses of His Majesty. I t is this we are 
to be like. We are to be "like Him;" like Him in 
person, like Him in incorruption (for we shall die no 
more), bike Him in glory. We are to see Him as He is, 
as we often sung in those old times of blessing, when 
every inch of this hall was associated with the salvation 
of souls— 

" Him, eye to eye, we soon shall see, 
Our face like His will shine; . 

Oh what a glorious company, 
When saints and angels join! 

" When we 've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We 've no less days to sing His praise, 
Than when we 've first begun." 

" But every man that hath this hope in Him puri-
fieth himself, even as He is pure." What a hope it is ! 
How purifying and sanctifying! I have just had a 
letter from a town where I was labouring lately, and 
though I did not preach the Lord's coming, I am in
formed that the young converts have indeed received 
it with their salvation; like the Thessalonians who 
"turned to God from idols to serve the living and 
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true God; and to wait for His Son from heaven." Oh 
that believers everywhere knew more fully this glorious 
hope, and were living in the power thereof! " Every 
man that hath this hope in Him purineth himself, even 
as He is pure." To have it in power is not to have it 
in theory only, but as influencing our affections, our 
life. A young minister once charged an older one 
that he was not looking for the Lord to come at any 
moment, to which the older one assented, saying that 
he was not, and adding: " Were the Lord to come 
now as he sat in that chair, before he moved from that 
spot, was he really prepared for it1!" The younger 
one could only be silent. He was warm in his views 
and arguments, but as to the very life of the subject 
he was not able even to make reply to this question. 
Ah, beloved, is not this too frequent as to the joy of 
this hope and the waiting prepared 1 And should not 
both these come before views and arguments'! I t is 
not controversy, but I will tell you it is something to 
realize, and to be honest about, before God. I can say 
that ever since I have known this hope, next to the 
Lord Himself, I think more of it than I do of any 
one thing in the universe; more than my necessary 
food, or those I love. I love to think of those who 
are dear to me as my own heart, but I can say with 
Hewetson, " I think more of Him, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, than I do of any other being." 

But I would not carry about with me controversially 
this hope. I t should guide our zeal, form our hearts, 
regulate our lives. We should so act that aught may 
not dishonour Him whose name we bear, and whose 
face we shall soon see. The hope tells me that I am 
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not to be slothful, or indulgent of self. I t tells me I 
am not to be careful in collecting properties, or building 
splendid edifices to live in ; for the moment He appears 
in the heavens all these will go to "the world, which, 
when the Church is gone, will be in the hands of the 
devil cast out of heaven with all his angels, as seen in 
Eev. xii., but whom the Lord will lay hold of for 
judgment, as also He will that son of perdition, the 
antichrist, whom He will cast alive, without any-
dying, just as he is, into the lake that burns with fire, 
which is the second death. "But the man that hath this 
hope in Him," who hath delivered us from the wrath 
to come, " purifieth himself, even as He is pure." Ah ! 
this hope is not a mere feeling in me, or a hope in me ; 
it is a hope in Him ; He is our Hope. I t is all in Him. 
"Purifieth himself, even"—as what? You are to 
cultivate whatever will make you like Christ. You 
are to have about you a habit of mind,_ and heart, and 
life, such as Christ would have if He were now here. 
And if you have that, and love His appearing, you 
won't want to prepare, as people say, to die. Why, is 
it not sweet that we do not want a preparation 1 What 
do we more want 1 Christ has died for you; you are 
as Christ. Christ is coming for you. I t is a dreadful 
thing if you are not prepared; but we who are as He 
is do not want a preparation, we have it all in Him. 
The preparation is where the hope is, where the sal
vation is, in the precious blood of Christ, which satisfies 
the conscience; and the blessed person of Christ, which 
satisfies the heart, With such you can look up and 
say, " Come, Lord Jesus." You have not to put up 
he prayer that many of us have been accustomed to 
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put up, that we all might be saved from sudden death. 
No, you will delight in His sudden appearance; because, 
when He comes for you, you will—not like John, who 
fell at His feet as dead—have no time to be afraid. 
" In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye," you will 
be caught up, and will be transfigured into His like
ness. Scarcely will you have time to think of yourself 
at all, and only in the glory, when you have been 
feasting your eyes upon Him, and somebody says, 
" How wonderful you are," would you know what you 
are? I can imagine you saying, " I have not been 
looking at myself to see even if I am myself, I have 
been so occupied with Him, so gazing on Him; and I 
want nothing else but to gaze upon Him." 



IV. 

T H E P E R S O N A L C O M I N G OF CHEIST. 

BY HERBERT W. TAYLOR. 

I DESIRE to speak specially to those who may not have 
had their attention previously directed to this glorious 
subject of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. I t 
is such an unselfish hope that I know those who are 
most familiar with it will not be weary of listening to 
what will seem to them very simple and very elementary, 
if the result should be that one of their fellow-saints 
here should receive with joy this hope as their hope. 

Turn to John xiv. 3 : " And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." 
Now, every one of us must have read that chapter 
repeatedly; but some may have read that promise 
from the lips of the Lord Jesus, and may have thought 
it sweet and beautiful, and yet have never known what 
He really meant when He spake thus. I t has been to 
them like a five-pound note given to a little child; it 
is valuable, but the child does not know its value, 
and he must be instructed as to the use and value of 
what to him is but a piece of paper. 

Our Lord says, " I will come again, and receive you 
unto Myself." What does He mean 1 Does He mean 
in resurrection? No, it does not mean that ; for He 
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says, " t o receive you unto Myself." And when He 
came back to His disciples in resurrection, it was not 
to receive them to Himself, but soon to be separated 
again from them. The Lord Jesus Christ is absent; 
would that we, His followers, felt more keenly what 
that is. The Lord is absent from this scene in which 
you and I are living. May our thoughts and affections 
be directed to Him and His promise. 

Does He mean that He will send the Holy Ghost 1 
No; in another place in this chapter He tells His 
disciples that He will send ihe Holy Ghost. That is 
not what He means here. How little the world which 
has taken the profession of Christ's name upon it is 
aware that the Holy Ghost is down here now. Only 
yesterday (Whit-Monday), celebrating the entrance to 
this world of Him who convinces the world of sin, 
and of righteousness, and of judgment. Do you be
lieve the Holy Ghost.is down here indwelling every 
believer individually, and the Church of God collec
tively 1 down here with the world as the representative 
of Christ 1 The Lord Jesus Christ does not mean by 
this promise that the Holy Ghost should come. 

What does He mean 1 Is it that His people were to 
die and go to Himself? I t is sweet to know that the 
saints who have "fallen asleep" are "absent from the 
body, present with the Lord." But that is not the 
promise here. They have gone to be with Him; but 
there is a vast difference between that and His coming 
to take us to .Himself. 

In 2 Cor. v., where Paul speaks of groaning, "not 
for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, 
that mortality might be swallowed up of life," I take 
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it to be that he does not desire death, the unclothing, 
hut rather that the Lord should come, and he should 
be clothed upon with the glorified body from heaven. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, then, did not mean death; 
for we find further in the last chapter of John, that 
He tells Peter that he should die, and by what means 
he should die. Peter asked, "And what shall this 
man do V referring to John. But the Lord said, " If 
I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ? 
follow thou Me. Then went this saying abroad among 
the brethren, that that disciple should not die; yet 
Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die; but if I 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee 1" 
Here the Lord distinctly shows the difference between 
death and His coming again; while the. disciples by 
their very misunderstanding showed how they received 
the promise of His coming. Therefore the promise is 
not death. 

But others may have it on their minds, that if it is 
not death, resurrection, nor the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
then do not we .read that the knowledge of the Lord 
is to cover the earth as the waters cover the sea? Does 
that not mean that by the preaching of the gospel the 
world is to be converted? that by a gradual process 
the world is to become Christians? Turn to 2 Tim. 
iii.: " Knowing this also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their 
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incon
tinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, 
heady, highminded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers 
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of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof: from such turn away." Eead again : 
" But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived." The gospel was never 
given to convert the world. But the world shall be 
converted, and that by the personal appearing and 
reign of Him who shall subdue all things to Himself. 
The world is still under the same prince, as when the 
Lord Jesus Christ could say, " The prince of this world 
cometh, and hath nothing in Me." The world has not 
changed its master nor its prince, but still obeys him, 
and his authority is still recognized. But if the gospel 
is not to convert the world, is there nothing for us to 
do 1 Nothing to do! We are to seek with renewed 
energy to ' preach the gospel to those who are in this 
evil world, in order to save them out of it. May such 
be the outcome of these meetings. The gospel is sent 
forth, but its object is not to convert the world, but to 
draw out of the world a people for His name. Your 
business and mine is, instead of seeking to convert the 
world, to seek to save men and women. Like the 
fisher in a muddy stream, we cannot • cleanse the 
stream, but we seek to catch the fish out of it and 
save them. 

Many other passages might be referred to, to show 
that it does not mean the conversion of the world, but 
I pass on. 

"Well, but what did the Lord mean when He spake 
thus 1 I believe He meant literally and actually what 
He said; that His coming is to be a personal, real 
coming: Turn to 1 Thess, iv., where we have the 
coming of the Lord for His saints given us with more 
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detail than anywhere else. Let us read a few verses, 
beginning at the 15th : "This we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord"—the apostle Paul had received this 
•hope, not from those who heard the Lord speak the 
word in John xiv., but direct from the Lord Himself— 
"For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of 
the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For 
the Lord Himself " (that is the word I would call your 
attention to) " shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God : and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we 
which are alive and remain shall he caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore 
comfort one another with these words." 

I t is the Lord Himself who shall come. I t is a 
personal coming. Not His coming into your hearts. 
He is come into our hearts, and only the people into 
whose hearts Jesus has come will meet Him in the air. 
It is not that He sets up His millennial kingdom, it is 
not that He takes possession of the throne of the heart. 
No, it is that to the saved people, the Church, the Lord 
Himself will come. How precious is that thought. 
It is Himself. " I will come again, and receive you 
unto Myself." He does not say to heaven, though 
that is true, but it is to Himself. I t is His personal 
absence we mourn, it is for His personal return we 
look; He will receive us to Himself. I t is "from 
heaven with a shout." Was it not His great love that 
first drew you to Him, when you were in. the world ] 
It was not a mere doctrine, or an abstract truth, or even 

E 
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a code of doctrine, that drew you. It was when you 
heard of Him that you were drawn to Him. It is that 
same blessed One who is corning for us. Him whom 
we have already seen by faith we shall see face to face. 
It is the Lord Jesus Christ who has gained our hearts, 
and the more we love Him the more will we long for 
His return, and the brighter will be this hope. 

Many of the saints have been taken away; they are 
with Him, and they shall be raised, and we shall be 
changed; the corruptible shall put on incorruption, and 
the mortal, immortality, when we are caught up to
gether to meet the Lord in the air. Those who have 
been called away have lost nothing of the bright hope 
.that fills the souls of His people here. Christ will 
come for them as well as for us. We are waiting to
gether—we are both watching and waiting—they are 
removed from their watch-tower in the wilderness, and 
are only waiting, but we all look for the moment when 
He shall shout us up. 

Some quote this text about their departed friends: 
"We sorrow not as those who have no hope," as if it 
meant hope of their salvation; but the apostle does 
not refer to that; he means the hope of the coming of 
the Lord, for the living saints and the slumbering 
saints, when they shall be caught up to meet Him in 
the air. The Lord Himself shall come in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye. 1 Cor. xv. says that we 
shall not all sleep (or die), but we shall all be changed. 

May the Lord quicken this hope in our hearts, for 
of all the truths in God's Word nothing can be more 
sanctifying and comforting. Not only have you the 
right to hope thus, but it is your duty to wait for the 
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Son from heaven. Thus the Thessalonians turned to 
God from idols. They did not turn from idols to God, 
as you often hear that text quoted, hut to God from 
idols. The apostle went among them; and preaching 
the true God and the true Christ, they saw an attractive
ness and an excelling glory that made the fancied glory 
of their idols appear darkness, and what they had 
esteemed gold as dross. They could not go on with 
them when they heard of the true God. He did not 
tell them to give up this or that, but just preached 
to them the truth, and the error gave way; and there 
they were waiting, just as you and I should be waiting, 
for God's Son from heaven. And the sanctifying 
effect was—no longer service to idols, but service to the 
living God. So in 1 John iii., "Every man that hath 
this hope in Christ in him purifieth himself, even as 
He is pure." If we know we shall be perfectly like 
Him then, it will assuredly be our desire and the work 
of the Holy Spirit to conform us to His likeness now. 

The epistle to the Thessalonians also speaks about 
the sanctifying effect in chapter iii. And I believe 
I am right in saying, wherever we get reward, sancti
fication, holiness of life, and the like, with reference 
to the Lord's coming, it is connected with the Lord's 
coming with His saints in the great day of manifesta
tion. But the Lord must first have us with Himself 
before He comes to pour out His judgment upon this 
world. And then, as it was prophesied by Enoch, 
" Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His 
saints;" and as we read in Rev. xix. : "And the 
armies which were in heaven followed Him upon white 
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean." If it be 
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true that the Lord Jesus Christ might come this very 
evening, what a sanctifying thought that should he to 
us. Surely we will not he found doing that which 
would dishonour His name or grieve Him. Can I so 
act that my neighbours should say, when they see me 
appearing with Christ, "Well, I did not expect to 
see him there. I never thought, by his acts and 
words, to see Him in company with Christ." Seeing 
that ye look for such things, "what manner of per
sons ought ye to be in all holy conversation V We 
are to be for ever in the company of the eternal 
and holy Lord Jesus. May we live as those who are 
expecting to be thus "caught up" at any moment to 
meet Hiri} in the air. Do we speak most about this 
present world, or about the world to come? Do our 
politics concern our citizenship in heaven or this evil 
world ] May the Lord, by His grace, attract our hearts 
more and more to Himself, that we may live more for 
Him in the comfort and joy of this hope. 

The Lord begins the promise with, "Let not your 
heart be troubled;" and so in Thessalonians, "Comfort 
one another with these words." I t is only " a little 
while," wherefore take comfort 1 The sufferings, trials, 
persecutions, toils, labours, and weariness, will soon be 
forgotten. Soon the Lord will come. A " little while " 
of testimony, and then for ever with the Lord. How 
this thought should energize us as well as comfort us. 
Soon your last opportunity of speaking to that un
converted friend will have slipped by for ever; and if 
that one be not saved, he will be cut off from His 
presence eternally. Then be in earnest; the Lord is 
coming quickly. 
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A short time ago there were two sisters in the neigh
bourhood of London. One lived for God and the other 
for the world. The Christian had been at a meeting 
where she had been hearing about the coming of the 
Lord. She told her unconverted sister what she had 
been hearing, and remarked, " I felt like this. I 
thought if the Lord would come what a fearful thing 
it would be for you. I should be taken up to be for 
ever with Him, and you would be left for judgment, 
and I could not bear to think of it." The sister made 
no reply. They slept in the same bed; and in the 
night the Christian lay awake, thinking " if the Lord 
should come, oh my poor sister!" She could not lie 
there longer, • but rose, and quietly stole away to a 
corner of the room, and kneeling down there, poured 
out her soul in prayer. Presently the other awoke; 
she felt for her sister, but could not find her. She did 
not know what had happened, and in. an agony of mind 
thought to herself, " Can it be that the Lord has 
come?" She got up, and searched about the room 
until at last she found her. She knelt by her side, 
and before she rose from her knees she trusted in 
Jesus, and was ready to meet Him. 

My dear friends, I pray God by His Spirit deeply 
to impress us with the fact that the Lord is coming. 
It is a fact; it is a reality. Heaven is real; hell is 
real. Opportunities will soon close. Oh, then, let us 
be up and doing for our absent Master! And, thus 
hastening His coming, may the Lord bless us, sanctify 
us, and fill us with joy in prospect of His real personal 
coming again. 



V. 

O U B G L O E I O U S PEOSPECT. 

BY J. R. CALDWELL. 

I SOMETIMES wonder how it is that a prospect so in
finitely blessed and glorious has so little power in our 
hearts. Perhaps it is because we know'so little per
sonally, through practical dealings with Him, of the 
love of our Lord Jesus Christ. The hope that God sets 
before us, and of which we have been hearing, is not 
heaven, not-glory, not a millennium, not even an eternity 
of blessing. Good for us as it is to consider all that, 
and meditate upon i t ; yet that is not what God has set 
before us as the proper hope of the Church, which is 
to wean our hearts from earth; it is a Person, the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself. I desire to dwell further 
upon this hope, not giving you man's opinions, but 
God's word. Now look at 1 Tim. i. 1 : " Paul, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God 
our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ, which is our 
hope." 

, Now there are three things that make the hope of His 
coming exceedingly precious to us. You will find the 
first of these in 1 John iii. 2 : " Beloved, now are we 
the sons of God;" that is, not merely adopted sons, 
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but sons of God by regeneration—born sons. That is 
the reason why the Lord Jesus Christ is not ashamed 
to call us brethren. It is not because He is so meek 
and condescending—that is all true—but it is because 
of our personal dignity, because "He that sanctifieth 
and they who are sanctified are all of One"—His 
Father, our Father. "And it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be: bat we know that, when He shall 
appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as 
He is." That is one thing that makes His coming 
most precious. We shall be like Him. Now in con
nection with likeness to Christ will you look at Col. 
iii. 9, 10: " Ye have put off the old man with his 
deeds; and have put on the new man, which is re
newed in knowledge after the image of Him that 
created Him." Born again, begotten by the word of 
God, the new-born inner man is born after the image 
of God. Likeness to Christ is stamped on our new-born 
spirits, so that God begins at regeneration by making 
us in the inner man like Christ. 

Now turn to a verse in 2 Cor. iii. 18, where we find 
a further development of that likeness: "But we all, 
with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." God begins 
by putting the likeness of Christ in the inner new
born man, and He would have us go on growing into 
that likeness by looking to Christ. As I have some
times looked at a window opposite where I was sitting, 
and have seen the sun reflected fully into my face 
(although I was looking away from it), so God desires 
to bring us, by looking to Jesus, into His image, that 
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the outgoings of our life may reflect the character of 
our Lord and Saviour, so that we might be something 
like what the moon is to the world. The sun is out of 
sight, the moon catches its rays, and throws them 
down upon the earth, so that I see the brightness of 
the sun when I look upon the moon. So God would 
have us changed into the image of Christ, and reflect
ing that image to the world by continually looking to 
Him for everything—for our comfort, for our guidance, 
for our strength, for all. 

Still, that is not the final thing. In Phil. iii. 20, 
21, we get the complete bringing forth of the likeness 
of our Lord Jesus Christ: " For our conversation " (or 
our citizenship) " i s in heaven; from whence*also we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall 
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto His glorious body." So that spirit, soul, and 
body, from the inmost core of our being to the Utmost 
fibre, will be like Christ. Oh, what a hope ! and that 
to be brought about in an instant, in the twinkling of 
an eye, in a moment. We shall see Him as He is, and 
I think there is a power in that word, " We shall see. 
Him as He is." Now we see Him by faith at the right 
hand of God; but it is as it were distorted through 
our own unbelief and ignorance. We do not see Him 
really AS H E IS. The most blessed conception we get 
of Him by faith is not seeing Him as He is. But oh, 
when He comes, the first glance will make us like Him 
in an instant, transformed into His glorious image ! Is 
not that a blessed hope1? What troubles us most on 
earth1! I ask, Is it not that we are so unlike Him? 
But His coming will be the end of this our sorest 
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trouble. I t will be the end of every trouble; for we 
shall be like Him. So that it will be the consummation 
of the blessed work, that God began in re-creating us 
in the inner man by the power of the Holy Ghost 
through His word when we believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He who began the good work will not finish 
it until He presents us before Himself, glorious like 
Himself. 

Another thought in connection with the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ seems to be peculiarly blessed. 
It is in John xvii. This wonderful prayer of our 
gracious Lord shows that, wretched and poor as we 
are, yet we are the subjects of communings between 
the Father and the Son. "We are here brought to 
listen as it were to the intimate communion of Christ 
with His Father; and as we draw near and listen, it 
is all about us. In the many requests that He prefers, 
the Lord keeps one to the last. YQU know what it 
means to keep something special to the last. We find 
it at verse 24, and notice the peculiar way in which the 
Lord begins this.request. I t is, "Father, I will"—He 
almost says it with authority—"Father, I will that 
they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where 
I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou 
hast given me." And then He clinches the argument— 
not that He needed to do so; but He loves to put it 
doWnbefore His Father-—"for thou lovedst me before 
the foundation of the world;" as if He said, "Accord
ing to that love which was set on me when I dwelt in 
thy bosom, before the mountains were brought forth; 
according to that ancient love wherewith thou lovedst 
me then, grant me this petition, that they—the vm-
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believing Thomas, the denying Peter, the little flock 
that was going to forsake Him altogether and run 
away—may behold my glory. They have beheld my 
shame, my reproach, my sorrows, my anguish; three 
of them have seen me on the ground sweating as it 
were great drops of blood. Now, 0 Father, let them 
behold my glory." 

We are to be " with Him where He is." And where 
is He ? where is the only-begotten Son ? In the bosom 
of the Father. Yes, we are to be taken to the very 
bosom of God, where Jesus is, to be for ever; there 
with Him. Is not that a blessed hope 1 To behold 
His glory; to be for ever with Him; with Him as the 
wife with the husband, in blessed, sweet, eternal com
munion; with Him as the glorified, nourished, cherished, 
blessed partner of His glory, of His joy, of His purposes, 
and plans, and workings—partners with Him for ever. 
That is the prospect that awaits us at His coming. But 
then, not only are we to be like Him, and to be with 
Him, but all His own are to be gathered there in 
wondering admiration of His glory. Now, that is the 
aspect in 1 Thess, iv. 14: "For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with Him." That is to say, as 
certainly as God raised Jesus up, so certainly will He 
raise up those who sleep in Him. 

There is an incident alluded to in Luke which illus
trates this, where the widow's son was being carried forth 
to burial. The Lord Jesus Christ was entering the city; 
He came forward, stopped the procession, touched the 
bier, and raised the dead. And then what did He do ? 
He gave that son back to his mother. That is the 
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comfort of 1 Thess, iv. There is an idea abroad, that 
when we are raised from the dead we shall not know 
one another. That is just the way,the devil tries to 
take the comfort out of everything. He will try to 
take the blessing out of every prospect the Lord sets 
before u s ; but what God means us to understand is 
this, that just as the Lord Jesus, when He raised that 
widow's son, gave him back to his mother's arms, so 
He will give the severed saints back to one another, 
so that there will be a communion of joy. Think you 
not it was a sweet, and blessed, and joyful sight to 
Him to see the joy of that widow as she embraced 
her son 1 I believe that this is one very special part 
of the joy set before Christ, that He looks forward to 
the joy of giving back again to one another's embrace 
those that have been severed here on earth. This 
morning I received a note from Glasgow telling me of 
the death of one who has been for many years in my 
employment, and who before that I recollect as a miner 
lad, coming to the meetings with the tears running 
down his cheeks,'longing to be saved. I remember 
him finding peace, now many years ago; going right 
on in following the word of God, being baptized, then 
breaking bread with His people, and finally going on 
for years bearing a steady testimony to the grace of 
God. About a week ago he was at his work as usual, 
when he fell ill, and this morning I hear that on 
Sunday afternoon he died. But I know that, though 
I have not seen him since the last day he was at his 
work, I shall see him again, for the Lord hath said it, 
and that is real and solid comfort. Such are the real 
joys which the Lord has gathered into that glorious 
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focus of His coming to make it altogether blessed and 
glorious, that we may be longing for it with an ardent 
hope. This is what God means us to do. 

Now, just a few minutes on another aspect of the 
question; that which is such a blessed hope to us in 
an hour of terrible solemnity to the world. To illus
trate what it is to the world, I want you to turn with 
me to Deut. xx. 10, "When thou comest nigh unto a 
city to fight against it, then proclaim peace unto it. 
And it shall be, if it make thee answer of peace, and 
open unto thee, then it shall be, that all the people 
that is found therein shall be' tributaries unto thee, 
and they shall serve thee. And if it will make no 
peace with thee, but will make war against thee, then 
thou shalt besiege it." Now, when this dispensation 
opened, or even before the dispensation, at the birth of 
Christ, what was the angelic greeting on the plains of 
Bethlehem ? " Glory to God in the highest, peace on 
earth, and good will toward men." This peace made 
by the blood of Jesus, and preached to the world—the 
gospel of peace proclaimed to every creature—is a 
special feature of this dispensation. "Now then we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech 
you by us : we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye re
conciled to God." That is the character of the dis-, 
pensation. We are those whom the Lord Jesus Christ 
has sent into the world proclaiming peace to a rebel 
race. Turn to 2 Thess, ii. 11, "And for this cause 
God shall send them strong delusion, that they should 
believe a lie : that they all might be damned who 
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unright
eousness." This Scripture shows us a change in God's 
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attitude towards the world; and I ask, "When will 
that change take place 1 

Before a war breaks out with a nation, it is the habit 
of the monarchs of this world to recall their ambassa
dors. The ambassador of Russia at Constantinople 
was withdrawn, and war was proclaimed. The Lord 
Jesus Christ has His ambassadors in the world just 
now proclaiming peace, and when He comes His 
ambassadors are withdrawn. The hour of the procla
mation of peace will then be past for this guilty 
Christendom, and God will lay siege to the citadel of 
man's pride and man's religion; and in Eev. iv. 5 I 
see the ambassadors surrounding the throne, and see 
the elders redeemed from among men sitting in the 
presence of a throne prepared for judgment: the 
thunderings and lightnings are issuing from the throne. 
The throne is prepared for the siege, and chap. vi. and 
onwards show us the siege laid against the citadel of 
man's pride, and man's religion, and all that man has 
strengthened himself in against God, and the towers 
of man's conceit will be brought low. Of this coming 
of the Lord to call His ambassadors back to Himself 
there will be no warning. I do not suppose the old 
world knew the moment when Noah entered into the 
ark, and the door was shut; and by-and-by the Lord 
will come and receive us to Himself, and we shall go 
in with Him to the marriage ; and thus the ambassadors 
of peace will be withdrawn from the earth. 

I believe that this is a very solemn aspect of the 
coming of the Lord. People say that this truth of the 
coming of the Lord, and that the gospel is not designed 
in the present dispensation for the conversion of the 
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world, tends to make us careless about the proclamation 
of the gospel; but, if rightly apprehended, it is the very 
reverse. It ought to send us forth to beseech and to 
warn men that the hour is at hand when God's pro
clamation of peace will be -at an end, when the door 
will be shut; and if there be preachers of the gospel 
here, I say, Long enough has death been preached. The 
world can look death in the face; the world can see 
the funeral day after day passing along the street with 
utter indiiference; the world in its frenzy can walk up 
to the cannon's mouth; but the world trembles when 
it thinks of coming judgment.' Dear friends, let us 
the more preach to the ungodly that Christ is coming. 
I believe it is a testimony that God would have us 
bear to the" world, as well as a comfort that God would 
have us take to our own hearts. 



VI. 

THE TIME WE LIVE IN. 

BY HENBY HEATH. 

JOHN xvi. 14-16; 1 COB. ii. 12 to end; and EEV. xxii. 17 to end. 

I AM sure there is not a saved soul in this assembly 
but thanks God for its salvation; and the longer 
we live, and the deeper insight we have into our 
ruined condition as sinners and into the glorious height 
to which the grace of God has raised us, the deeper 
will be our joy and the more constant our praise for 
being saved by His grace. But. do we sufficiently 
thank Him for saving us at the time He saved us? 
Not when believers had to look on through the mist 
of types and shadows to a promised Eedeemer, nor yet 
when they walked in company with the incarnate 
Word, with the Eedeemer, on the face of the earth, 
but after He had ascended, taken His seat at the right 
hand of God, and sent down the Holy Ghost. Are 
we thanking God that we did not live when Christ 
lived; that we did not surround His person on earth; 
that we did not listen to the words as they dropped 
from His lips? but that we are advantaged by His 
absence; that we are far more highly privileged than 
John on the other side of the cross, when he leaned 
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his head on His Saviour's bosom ? " It is expedient 
for you," says Christ, " that I go away. I have wrung 
your heart by saying I am going. You are so absorbed 
with your own thoughts of loss by My absence that 
you are careless as to My future. You do not even 
ask, ' Where art thou going ] ' But it is for your 
advantage that I go up, that the other Comforter may 
come down and do His work in the world and in the 
church; for when He is come He shall convince the 
world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment." The 
soul convicted of the sin of unbelief, and believing 
in the One rejected by that unbelief, gets peace through 
the knowledge of justification (because He has gone to 
the Father), and passes out of the circle of the world 
into the church, where the Holy Ghost has His sphere 
for teaching. "And then," says Christ, " H e shall 
guide you into all t ruth; He shall bring all things to 
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you; 
He shall show you things to come; He shall glorify 
Me, for He shall receive of mine, and show it unto 
you." Now, with regard to the hope of the coming 
Lord, let me say that He—that blessed One who is 
the object of our expectation—is the subject of the 
hope. Hope dwells in the bosom of the risen Christ; 
He believes glory is in store for Him that He has not 
received; He asks for it, and expects it. This is hope. 
Hope is not something short of certainty; it is a divine 
certain expectation of something promised; and there 
is not a heart in this room that beats towards the 
coming of the Lord as truly as His beats in heaven. 

The reason I draw your attention to this is, that it 
is our privilege to know the thoughts that are passing 
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through His mind, to know the desires of His heart; 
for why do we press the truth of the Lord's coining 1 
Is it to feed your understanding merely, or to set your 
tongues free to talk ? No; it is to bring your minds into 
fellowship with His, that what He feels should have 
its answer in oux hearts; that our longing to be with 
Him should be but the echo of that prayer, " Father, 
I will that they whom Thou hast given me be with 
me where I am." And do we speak of the joy we 
shall have at the coming of the Lord? There may 
be a little selfishness with us on this point; but 
oh His joy ; for He shall see of the travail of His 
soul, and be satisfied. There is a joy in reserve for 
Christ, and that joy is to embrace the object of His 
love, purchased by His blood, formed by the power and 
wisdom of the Holy Ghost, meet for His delight. 

Eve was in Adam before she was brought forth; 
therefore it was said in the day of their creation, He 
called their name Adam. Whose name? Eve unformed, 
yet in Adam. His name upon her; and when brought 
forth, a single bone was built into a woman, the object 
of his delight, the sharer of his honours. That was 
his joy, and such is the joy in reserve for Christ. He 
is made exceeding glad with the countenance of the 
Father, and when a poor sinner embraces Him; but 
He is not satisfied in the Father's presence; He is not 
satisfied with the songs of angels, and the clinging of 
poor sinners to Him upon earth. The praises of God 
for their salvation delight Him; but despite all this 
there is the unfulfilled desire, " That they may be 
with me where I am." 

This is the dispensation of the Holy Ghost; that is 
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to say, it is the dispensation in which the Spirit of God 
has come down to reveal Christ, to reveal the glory of 
His person, the value of His work, the power of His 
intercession, and the hope of His coming. He, when 
here, proclaimed Himself under various titles, and men 
rejected Him and them. He declared the counsels of 
the Father, but they were not understood. He gave 
Himself up to the death of the cross; He was neither 
understood nor appreciated. He was here, and mani
fested the Father; He was here, and uttered His coun
sels; He was here and made atonement for sin, and 
brought in righteousness; but it was left for the Holy 
Ghost to descend and unveil the minds of believers to 
the glory pf His person, the value of His work, and 
the brightness of the hope of His coming. Living in 
this dispensation, let us praise God that we are indwelt 
by the Spirit of God. And, young believers, let me 
say this for your encouragement, that this blessed Spirit 
has been sent down for the express purpose of revealing 
to you the mind of Christ, and in doing this He in
variably uses this precious word; and His object in 
revealing the mind of Christ through His word, is to 
bring you into intelligent fellowship with that mind. 

Now, with regard to the hope of the Lord's coming, 
let me say that the expectation of the personal bodily 
presence of Christ is inseparable from the new crea
tion. Again, the lack of intelligence as to the hope of 
the Church would not hinder the raptures of that soul 
to be with Christ if He were to appear to-night. I t 
would be a far more glorious thing for us to meet the 
Lord in the air now, than to separate and return to our 
homes. If it came to pass, the most ignorant as well 
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as the wisest in relation to this hope would go up. 
The fact of being with Christ does not depend upon 
our intelligence; hut our happiness and the character 
of our walk here below is largely dependent on it. 
Therefore, dear young believer, let me affectionately 
exhort and entreat you for the Lord's sake, for your 
joy's sake, and in order that you may shape your life 
and conversation so as to please Him, to remember 
you have within you this blessed, patient, wise, yea, 
infallible Instructor, the Holy Ghost. There is not a 
thought in the mind of Christ but He knows it. He 
searches the deep things of God. The Father cannot 
secrete anything from Him; the Son cannot secrete 
anything from Him. The Holy Ghost searches out the 
deep things of God. T may be an enigma to you. I 
should be if I did not reveal myself. I could defy 
you to find me out; "for what man knoweth the 
things of a man, save the spirit of man that is in him?" 
But if I reveal myself by words, then I am known. 
So the things of God knoweth no natural man, but 
the Spirit of God knows them; for He searches the 
deep things of God. You may say, " "Well, what has 
that to do with me 1" Everything in this connection; 
for you have received Him if you are anything better 
than a poor worldling, and He is given for the purpose 
of acquainting you with the things that are freely 
given you of God. 

Oh, then, let your prayer be, that that Holy Spirit, 
through the medium of the Word, may take of the 
things of Christ, and reveal them unto you! And 
then, with regard to the expectation of the Lord hour 
by hour, and moment by moment, let me say this. 
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I rejoice in the thought that I may at this moment 
he caught up ; but God forbid I should be found an 
eye-servant to Christ, saying, I cannot neglect my 
Bible, lest the Lord should come; I cannot go into 
the world, lest the Lord should come and find me 
there. Ah, beloved, we are not left till He comes to 
know what He desires, and to know His judgment 
about this world; we are not left till He comes to 
know what His will is, what He would have us shun, 
embrace, give up, or follow after. He has expressed 
His mind in this Book, and given us the Holy Ghost 
to instruct us, and we should say, " I cannot do this; 
for my Lord cannot approve it. I cannot go there; 
for I cannot take Him with me. I cannot pursue that 
object; for I cannot do it in fellowship with Christ. 
His Spirit checks me, His word condemns me ;" and if 
that is the case, we may be sure, if He came in person, 
we should be ashamed, we should blush. Let us then 
remember that if we take as the standard of our life 
and conscience readiness for Christ at His coming, we 
shall have the sanctifying power of the hope; and if 
He tarry, we shall still be waiting, ever remembering 
His promise, " I come quickly." 

You remember that Christ dined in the house of 
Zaccheus, and a conversation arose from His words, 
" This day is salvation come to this house," &c. Zac
cheus had his opinion of himself; his neighbours had, 
their opinion of him; but Jesus sets both aside as 
though He had said, It is not your neighbours' opinion 
of you that can hinder the blessing; it is not your 
good opinion of yourself that can save you. "This 
day is salvation," &c. Why? Because Christ had 
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entered his house. That was the turning-point, " This 
day is salvation come to thy house," inasmuch as he is 
a son of Abraham; " for the Son of Man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost." Immediately 
the thought arose in the mind of some, "Then the 
kingdom of God is to he set up at once." He says, 
" He has eome to seek and to save the lost of Abraham's 
seed, then the kingdom of God will immediately 
appear;" and to them consequently the Saviour spoke 
this parable. (Readparablef romLukexix . i l . ) Sup
pose we could have stepped in on the ten servants, and 
said, "What are you doing? what is your position 
here?" "Oh, the Master of the house has gone away 
to receive a kingdom, and is coming back, and we are 
expecting His return." " You are expecting His return; 
when is He coming?" " W e do not know; the ques
tion of time rests with Him, not with us. He has 
bidden us occupy." "Then what are you doing?" 
" We are occupying, we are trading; we are putting 
out His pound to usury, and we are gaining by it ; and 
if He stepped in to-day He would find us occupying." 
Would He blame them because they did not know the 
hour ?' Oh, no! time is with Him. Occupation of the 
talent entrusted is with us. And, beloved, if we are 
asked, "Wha t is your position?" our reply is, "The 
Master has gone to receive a kingdom." He has won 
the title to it by His death. He would not have it 
from Satan; He would not have it without the cross, 
even at the suggestion of Peter. He has gone to 
receive it from the Father, and He is coming to set it 
up. And what is your business 1 We are occupying-
during His absence; we are seeking to be faithful 

ReadparablefromLukexix.il
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servants while He is away; and if He conies to-day 
He will find us in service. If He tarries, He has left 
us our work with the certainty that He is our Master; 
with the certainty that He has gone to receive a king
dom from the Father; with the certainty that He is 
coming back; but with the uncertainty of the hour; 
we endeavour, whether he is present or absent, to be 
approved of Him. Yes; He is coming. He says, 
" Surely I come quickly. Amen." I t is a verity. The 
"Amen" is Christ's; the response is ours, "Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus." And do I say too much when I 
say that believers cannot be right who cannot make 
the response % The soul that cannot make it must be 

' wrong. If you are unconverted, you dare not make it; 
and if we as Christians are unable to respond at any 
moment to Christ's words, " Even so, come quickly," 
surely there is something wrong either in our spirit, 
our fellowship, or our demeanour; there is something 
contrary to Christ which hinders our readily respond
ing, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus." May we so live, so 
walk, may our spirit, our very appearance, dress, and 
surroundings, be such that when we say, 

" l a m a stranger; I am a pilgrim," 

no one may be able to point at this or that, and say, 
" W h a t ! you a stranger'? you a pilgrim? Do your 
surroundings prove it % They contradict it." Beloved 
brethren, our words have just as much weight as our 
actual practice-gives them; no more. May we then 
so hold the coming of the Lord, and be brought under 
the mighty separating, sanctifying, transforming power 
of this hope, that when we speak of being strangers and 
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pilgrims, and say, " Gome, Lord Jesus, come quickly," 
we may be like those referred to in Heb. xi., " they 
declared plainly that they sought a country," No one 
could contradict it. May this he our case; and then, 
I think, we shall commend the doctrine of the second 
coming of our Lord, the Church's hope of the return 
of Christ, to the hearts and consciences of those who 
are either rejecting it or inquiring respecting it. The 
Lord make us faithful to the light we have, and also 
increase it, first for fellowship with Himself, and then 
for practical manifestation of the mind of Christ both 
to the Church and to the world. 



VII. 

T H E C H U E C H I N HEAVEN. 

By THOMAS NEWBEBKY. 

PLEASE turn to Rev. iv. : " After these things I looked, 
and, behold, a door was opened in heaven." After 
these things. -That word after connects the fourth 
chapter with the three preceding chapters. In the 
first chapter we have the vision of One like unto the 
Son of man in the midst of the seven golden lamp-
stands—Jesus in the midst of His Church here on 
earth. Then in the second and third chapters we have, 
in mystery, in emblem, and figure, the history of the 
Church on earth during this present dispensation. In 
the seven churches in Asia, in the details selected in 
infinite wisdom in the order and arrangement in which 
they stand, in what is omitted as well as in what is 
stated, we have in emblem, in mystery, the history of 
the present Church dispensation from its apostolical 
beginning in the days of Pentecost on to the time 
when, it having failed (as everything earthly in the 
hand of man disp*ensationally fails), it is spewed out 
of the mouth of Christ. God's fairest work, God's 
most blessed testimony, having in the hands of man 
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failed on earth—after we have seen the end of all 
perfection down here—when those who have had the 
richest blessings in possession, and the brightest pros
pects in reserve, shall have failed to glorify God, failed 
to be that testimony for God on the earth which they 
ought to have been, when everything has failed in 
man's hands—after these things. 

"We pass on to what succeeds. " After these things 
I looked." John had heard those last accents from the 
lips of the Son of God : " I will spew thee out of my 
mouth." And now he looks for what is next. If the 
Church has failed, and everything on earth has failed, 
what next % " I looked "—the look of expectation to 
see what will succeed. " After these things I looked, 
and, behold." Now that w6rd behold is an important 
word whenever it occurs in Scripture. It is the Spirit's 
nota bene, mark well; and you never get that word 
behold without something presented worthy of observa
tion. When earth has failed, when the brightest 
testimony to God's grace has failed on this earth, it is 
time not only to look out, but to look up. " I looked, 
and, behold, a door opened in heaven." That word 
opened is an expressive word. I t is not simply was 
opened, but the force of the word used by the Holy 
Ghost is this, "Behold, a door having been and being 
opened in heaven." Having been opened does not mean 
when he looked he saw the door opened. John in 
Patmos does not see the opening of the door; but 
when he looked, " Behold, a door having been and 
being opened in heaven." You remember that in the 
tabernacle in the wilderness there was a veil. Within 
that veil the high priest alone entered once every year; 
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not without blood, which ho offered for himself and 
the errors of the people. But that veil remained, 
the Holy Ghost thus signifying that the way into-the 
holiest of all was not made manifest while that taber
nacle stood. When the high priest alone on the day 
of atonement entered within the veil, he must either 
have gone to the right hand and turned the veil aside, 
or he must have gone to the left hand and turned the 
veil back; or if he had gone to the centre, he must 
have lifted the veil up and gone under it, and then 
dropped it behind him. Whichever way the high 

. priest entered into the holiest of all, that veil remained 
still to bar the entrance. He went in alone, and closed 
the entrance after him. The massive folds of the veil 
muffled the voice speaking from off the mercy-seat, 
and hindered the glory shining forth from thence. 
But when the atoning work was done, the victim's 
blood was shed; when the true day of atonement was 
come, and the true sacrifice offered, a hand from above 
rent the veil of the temple from top to bottom. I t 
was not a human hand rending it from bottom to top, 
but a divine hand rending it from top to bottom, 
Now, says the apostle, "Having therefore, brethren, 
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus, by a new and living way, which He consecrated 
for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh; and 
having an high priest over the house of God: let us 
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.'' 

It was not the veil of the tabernacle, but the veil of 
the temple, that was rent in twain when Jesus died. 
In the temple, whether that of Solomon, or that which 
succeeded it, there was not only a door, but there was 
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a veil. But in the millennial temple of Ezekiel there 
is no veil mentioned, but in place thereof two folding 
doors. These take the place, of the rent veil so that 
there is entrance direct to the mercy-seat, before and on 
which the blood is sprinkled. We have a way direct 
into the holiest, in the temple not made with hands. 
There are folding doors, so to speak, opening to the 
touch; or, if I may so express it, opening to the breath 
of praise or prayer. 

"And the first voice," says the apostle, "which I 
heard was as of a TRUMPET talking with me." Does 
not this remind you of what we were hearing yester
day] "When the Son of God shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the TRUMP of God." " The first voice," says 
John, "which I heard was as of a trumpet talking 
with me; which said, Come up hither." The first 
voice heard was a voice of invitation. Oh, it reminds 
me again of that first chapter of Leviticus, when 
Moses heard the voice of One speaking to him from 
within and off the mercy-seat, telling him the way of 
approach! The first voice from the open heaven was 
a voice of invitation. I t said, " Come up hither." Not 
only an open door into the holiest, but a voice of 
invitation from Him that sits on that blood-stained, 
glory-crowned mercy-seat. And mark, " IMMEDIATELY 
I was in the Spirit." Then the word is, " I will shew 
thee the things which must be after these things ;" not 
simply, " hereafter." We may get a general outline 
of truth from our invaluable and venerable authorised 
version; but if we would know the exactitude of 
divine truth, we must get it, not from the words which 
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man's wisdom teacheth, but from the very words which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth. 

" Immediately I was in the Spirit, and behold." Here 
we get another behold.. First, " Behold the door open 
in heaven;" secondly, having heard that voice, " Come 
up hither," " Behold, a throne." And may we all hear 
that voice, for it is the voice of our beloved. (See Sol. 
Song ii. 8-10.) The place really to understand dis
pensation truth after the Church has failed on earth, 
is to get in spirit where John was caught up in the 
heavens. I t is from that stand-point alone that we 
can understand the things which will take place on 
earth, "after these things;" that is, after the present 
Church dispensation. 

We read- in the last chapter of John that Peter, 
having asked the question respecting John, "Wha t 
shall this man do?" the answer of Jesus was, " I f I 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee V 
]STow the Lord never speaks at random. There is 
always deep meaning in His words. I t did not mean, 
we are told expressly, that that disciple should not 
die; but, I believe, the Lord had reference to the very 
scene here recorded, when John, representing those 
who are alive, and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord, was caught up into the open heavens to see 
from thence the things which must be "after these 
things." I t has often been said, Where do you get 
the rapture of the Church in the book of Eevelation ? 
I answer, the book of Eevelation has a language of 
its own; and if we do not understand that language, 
we cannot read it intelligently. The language of the 
book of Eevelation is the language of symbol. Things 
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are not therein always stated, as in prophecy or doctrine, 
in plain terms, but in the language of symbol. Turn 
to Eev. i. for a moment to see what _ I mean. " The 
revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him, 
to shew unto His servants things which must shortly 
come to pass; and He sent and signified it by His 
angel unto His servant John." SIGNIFIED; that is, made 
known by signs or symbols. John, the representative 
of us who are alive and remain on the earth till the 
end of the dispensation, is called up. We do not get 
it clearly stated that the Church is caught up between 
the third and fourth chapters, but we see the Church's 
representative called up. The Holy Ghost does not 
repeat Himself unnecessarily. If He has stated a 
thing in one place, He counts that sufficient. " W e 
who are alive, and remain, shall be caught up." " If 
I will that he " (John) " tarry till I come," says Jesus, 
"what is that to thee?" John is called up. "And 
immediately I was in the Spirit," says John : " and, 
behold, a throne set in heaven." 

When this, in prophecy and in vision represented 
by the apostle John, is fulfilled in our happy expe
rience ; when we have been caught up to be with the 
Lord in heaven, what will be our first impression on 
getting there 1 I doubt not that to which the Spirit 
of God here calls attention—a throne set in heaven. 
We shall find ourselves not in a democracy, not in a 
republic, but in a kingdom. The first object, so to 
speak, on looking around us is the throne set in 
heaven, God supreme, one will, and one alone. (Eead 
m. 3-6.) 

Now turn to Eev. v. There is a book in the right 
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hand of Him that sits on the throne which none could 
open; sovereign purposes in the mind and hand of 
God which none can reveal and accomplish hut the 
once-slain Lamb. "And when he had taken the hook, 
the four living ones and four and twenty elders fell 
down before the Lamb, having every one of them 
harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the 
prayers of saints. And they sung a new song, saying, 
Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the 
seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation." 

Mark that word us, for I believe it is genuine. 
" Thou wast slain, and didst redeem us to God by thy 
blood." I thank a brother now present for an observa
tion he made the other day, that it must be u s ; or if 
that word is not there, we must supply i t ; for in 
heaven none but the redeemed sing redemption. Oh, 
it is an important point! I t is a saying oft repeated, 
" Man rushes in where angels dare not tread." Yes, 
indeed; unredeemed, unpardoned sinners may sing 
redemption, who have no right nor title to sing that 
song. You may get the most accomplished musicians 
from off the theatre boards to perform Handel's " Mes
siah ;" money will purchase them. But the wealth of 
the world or a thousand worlds would not induce an 
angel to take part in that performance. In heaven 
none but the redeemed sing redemption. The whole 
universe may join the hallelujah chorus, but only from 
ransomed lips c'omes the song of redeeming love. May 
it be a lesson to us. 

They have harps every one of them; and not only 
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harps, but " vials full of odours, which are the prayers 
of saints." I t is not only a praising, singing company, 
it is a priestly company which are represented here by 
the living ones and elders; and they have not only 
harps to sing redemption praises, but they have "golden 
vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints." 
What saints ? With regard to the saints of the present 
dispensation, when the time of the vision comes, their 
praying time will be over for ever. Let us make the 
best of it while it lasts. I say the praying time with 
the church of this dispensation will be over for ever, 
but not their praising time. These living ones and 
elders have " golden vials full of odours, which are the 
prayers of saints." Again I ask, What saints % Mark 
what follows: " And didst make them unto our God 
kings and priests : and they shall reign on the earth." 

Take notice how I quote it. Perhaps you say, " You 
have made a mistake." No I have not. This is the 
reading of the most ancient and valuable manuscripts, 
as admitted at the present time : " Thou hast redeemed 
us, . . . and didst make them unto our God kings and 
priests : and they shall reign on the earth." These 
living ones and elders, redeemed unto God and of 
every nation, stand as a holy priesthood within the veil, 
and present in their golden vials the prayers of saints 
on earth. Just as Christ brings in, so to speak, the 
mystery of the church by that one word me, " Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me?" so in this word them 
is the mystery of the remnant. These are they who 
will have to pass through, not simply great tribulation, 
but the great tribulation, such as has never been; and 
undoubtedly they will learn lessons from Gethsemane, 
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from Him who is the great pattern of prayer. You 
remember Jesus, being in an agony, prayed more ear
nestly. So when these fires of persecution are heated 
seven times hotter than they were wont to be heated, 
there will be earnest prayers indeed. Ah, beloved, we 
have little idea of the agonizing fervour of those 
prayers. 

These are they who are to reign on earth kings and 
priests. They are in association with the Lord Jesus 
in the millennial kingdom; they are not kings of the 
tribe of Judah, nor are they priests of the family and 
order of Aaron. If in the former dispensation the 
king ventured to offer the priestly incense, the leprosy 
mounted to his face, the priests thrust him out, and he 
himself hastened to go. In the millennium, He who 
sits upon the throne is king as well as priest. And 
these are made " unto God kings and priests; and they 
shall reign on earth," They will share on earth the 
millennial kingdom of the Lord of glory. 

Now turn to Eev. viL, and you get another " after 
these things." First we had the things up there; now 
we come to the things down here. " And after these 
things I saw four angels standing on the four corners 
of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that 
the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, 
nor on any tree." Before these times of tribulation come, 
before one chilling blast of the judgment winds blows 
upon the earth beneath, " stop " is the word. " And I 
saw another angel ascending from the east, having the 
seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice 
to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the 
earth and the sea, saying, Hurt not the earth, neither 
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the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants 
of our God in their foreheads." Before a trumpet 
blast of judgment is Mown, before a vial is exhausted 
in which is filled up the wrath of God towards this 
present world, these are sealed. A thousand may fall 
at their side, and ten thousand at their right hand; 
but He who sits upon the throne has said, It shall not 
come nigh them. These are they of whom you read 
in Psalm xoi. They have a body-guard of angels 
around them, charged to keep their feet from one 
single false step. 

God's witnessing company on earth, after the Church 
is removed, is divided into three portions. In Eev. xx. 
we see two of these companies; those beheaded for 
their witness, and those subsequently slain for their 
faithfulness. I referred to John as the representative 
of the Church here on earth; but John also stands, in 
association with James and Peter, in another typical 
relationship. These three disciples were singled out 
from the rest to be the beholders of the transfigured 
glory of Jesus on. the mount—His brightest earthly 
glory—and to be companions with Him in that scene 
of deepest sorrow, the agony of Gethsemane. There 
is first James; and you remember that James was slain 
by Herod, who personated Antichrist for the time being, 
sitting as it were in the temple of God and accepting 
divine honours. " It is the voice of a god, and not of 
a man," said they. Afterwards Peter is imprisoned; 
and in due time, as our Lord Himself showed him, 
Peter glorifies God by a martyr's death. But John 
survives through all. Now that will give you a clear 
idea of this threefold remnant of the praying saints on 

G 
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earth. There is one part slain when Antichrist sets up 
his hold presumptions and the abomination of desola
tion. There are those who, like Peter, go on, and yet 
do not worship the beast or his image, l i te sheep ap
pointed for slaughter, and slaughtered one by one. 
But there is another remnant saved through all. 
" And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith 
Jehovah, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; 
but the third shall be left therein. And I will bring 
the third part through the fire, and will refine them as 
silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: 
they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I 
will say, I t is my people : and they shall say, Jehovah 
is my God." (Zech. xi. 8, 9.) 

Now turn with me to Eev. xiv. 1-3. I have been 
told that if you tune a string, say of a violin, to a 
certain note and pitch, and then sound another string 
at the same note and pitch, the one that is in unison 
with it will vibrate in harmony, and no other string 
will. Oh, there are those before the throne, like har
monious strings strung to the full tension! and it is 
only those on earth who in passing through the great 
tribulation are strung to the same tension, and are like-
minded, that will thrill in harmony with the heavenly 
melody. You all know when an army goes into battle 
there is nothing like martial music to keep up the 
spirits, and to prompt to daring deeds. Every regiment 
has its band! but oh, what a band is provided for this 
npble army of witnesses for God! Their band is in 
the orchestra" above. They are there in the upper 
gallery to cheer them on; and they go forth to the 
battle with the powers of darkness, which are headed 
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by Satan himself, cheered with heavenly melody to 
deeds of noble daring, and God-honouring testimony 
for Him. 

Let us read their character (OT. 4, 5). Oh, these are 
the refined ones, the purified ones, that God takes 
pleasure i n ! They are His handiwork, specimens 
beforehand of what Israel will be when the Deliverer 
shall come to Zion, and shall turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob; when, as the work of God's hand, He 
will be glorified, and all Israel saved. And not only 
this heavenly melody will cheer their hearts, but the 
book of Psalms, and a great portion of the prophesies, 
are written expressly for them. We may take our own 
life-interest, and welcome to i t ; but we must pass on 
these Scriptures intact to these faithful witnesses for 
God. It is their language; it is the language of the 
Spirit of Christ in them. But now mark another 
thing that is of vast importance. I say these Psalms 
are the expressions of the Spirit of Christ in the 
remnant, not of the spirit of the remnant in Christ. 
That is a mistake fraught with the most disastrous 
consequences, a mistake that has been made twice 
over, taking the Psalms as the language of the spirit 
of the remnant in Christ rather than what it is— 
the language of the Spirit of Christ in the remnant. 
These Psalms are not designed in our estimation to 
bring down the experiences of Christ to the low level 
of man; but they are designed by the Spirit of God 
to lift up the experiences of those persecuted ones into 
fellowship with Christ. 



VIII. 

T H E COMING OF ISEAEL'S MESSIAH. 

B Y T. SHULDHAM H E N R Y . 

(Read MATT. xxiv. 1-3.) 

I N the four gospels we have four different aspects of 
the work of Christ. In the gospel of Matthew we 
have Jesus Christ presented to Israel as the Son of 
Ahraham, as the Son of David; as the Son of 
Abraham, heir to the promises of Abraham; as the 
Son of David, heir to David's throne. He is pre
sented by God to Israel as their King and Messiah. 
Therefore we have His genealogy, beginning with 
Abraham and going down to Jesus, who was born 
of Mary the wife of Joseph ; and thus we have Him 
legally, Son of Joseph; virtually, Son of Mary; 
actually, Son of God. In Mark we have no genealogy; 
we have the abrupt announcement of His service, 
showing Him to be the servant of God. In Luke, 
where you have the most minute incidents as to His 
birth and early life, we have Jesus Christ brought be
fore us as the Son of man, His genealogy beginning 
with Joseph, and going back to Adam. In John, on the 
other hand, we have Christ manifested as the Son of 
God in His moral glory; and oh, how the hearts of 
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God's children respond to its truths, because most 
essentially it is the gospel of the Church! 

Before considering Matt. xxiv.,_let us trace the dis
pensational teaching in some of the previous chapters. 
In chap. ii. we have Jesus presented to Israel by God 
as their King. In chap. iii. we find John the Baptist, 
the great forerunner of the Messiah, preaching: " Repent 
ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." That was 
the gospel of the kingdom. "What is this gospel but the 
glad tidings to Israel that the kingdom of Messiah, 
spoken of by the prophets, was going to be set up by 
God 1 that the King was coming, and the kingdom about 
to be set up % But He could not set it up amongst a 
rebellious people; there must be repentance. How dif
ferent from 1 Cor. xv. 1, 2, the gospel of grace! Now we 
find that John the Baptist preaches this for a certain 
time; and in chap. iv. we find Christ Himself preaching 
the same gospel: the gospel of the kingdom. We must not 
confound the "kingdom of heaven" with "the Church." 
It is the rule of certain heavenly principles on earth. 

We find three-things connected with it in Matthew; 
viz., the kingdom in purpose, in mystery, and in mani
festation. We find in the purpose of God, He sent 
Christ to set up His kingdom. That purpose was 
frustrated by the wickedness of the Jews; but the 
kingdom must yet be established. Then in chap. iv. 
you will find the same testimony taken up by Christ 
Himself: " From that time Jesus began to preach, and 
to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
And then in verse 23, " And Jesus went about all 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing," &c. This is 
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not the gospel that we preach now. I t is the gospel 
of the kingdom that was preached—" The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand." Ours is a different gospel, and 
with different effects. Here we find the gospel of the 
kingdom preached by the Saviour, and with it certain 
outward evidences and manifestations—the healing of 
the sick, casting out devils, &c, as you see inverse 24 
Why all these"! Because these were the very signs 
by which they ought to have known the Messiah. 
I t was prophesied of Him that He should do all 
these; so that Israel had no excuse as regards the 
Messiah, as regards acknowledging Him as their King. 
If by nothing else, they ought to have known Him by 
these signs. In the sermon on the mount we get 
the principles of this kingdom. In chapter viii. we 
have the depraved condition of Israel in the fact of 
a leper being at large. Christ healed him; another 
witness to Israel. Then He immediately healeth a 
Gentile, intimating thereby that the fall of the Jews 
would bring blessing to Gentiles. We must pass 
on to chap, x., where we find Him commissioning His 
disciples: " These twelve Jesus sent forth, and com
manded them, saying, Go not into the way of the 
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye 
not : but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel"—still carrying on the aspect of the work of 
Christ in Matthew towards Israel. Thus you will find 
Him saying: " And as ye go, preach, saying, The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse 
the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye 
have received, freely give." 

Before passing on I would call your attention to 
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verse 23, where the Lord says: " Ye shall not have 
gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be 
come." Surely Christ had come; therefore it cannot 
refer to the time of the disciples' ministry. What means 
it then? The Lord contemplates the time when the 
Jews would reject their King, and the Kingdom be 
postponed, and therefore He addresses His disciples 
as those who, after the taking up of the Church, 
would again resume this ministry of the gospel of 
the kingdom. The king was rejected; the kingdom, 
testimony, and witnesses were to be postponed till 
after God had taken out from Jews and Gentiles His 
body, the Church; and as soon as Jesus Christ would 
come to take that away, all would be resumed as if 
there had been no interval at all. 

Then again, in chap, xi., you will find John the 
Baptist cast into prison; and I have no doubt Satan 
tempted him, and filled him with doubts and fears as 
to the Messiah who allowed him to remain in that 
prison, and therefore he sent some of his disciples to 
Jesus, " and said unto Him, Art thou He that should 
come, or do we look for another 1 Jesus answered and 
said unto them, Go and shew John again those things 
which ye do hear and see: the blind receive their 
sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have the gospel preached to them." Then we find as 
we go on that in the end of chap. xii. 46-50 a change 
takes place, a new thing brought in altogether. Christ 
shakes off all acknowledgment of Jewish relationship, 
and opens His arms wide, going outside the limits of 
Israel with a seed-basket in His hand to sow the word 
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of God broadcast. Then we find, in chap, xiii., the 
kingdom in mystery; viz., in consequence of Israel's 
rejection of the kingdom, it assumes this mysterious 
form, that evil is tolerated, and the Evil One allowed 
to work. The king is rejected, the usurper is enthroned. 
Let us pass on. In chapter xxi. " Jesus went into the 
temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and 
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the 
moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves." 
Then He utters those withering denunciations against 
the nation for rejecting Him, as represented by scribes 
and Pharisees, and speaks of the destruction of their 
nation, temple, and city at the end of chap, xxiii. 38 : 
"Behold, your house is left unto you desolate." Ee-
member, in chap. xxi. 12, He speaks of it as the temple 
of God. They rejected the testimony of His disciples 
and their King, and now that gorgeous temple of God 
becomes merely their house, with Ichabod written on it: 
"Your house is left unto you desolate." As in John's 
gospel we find the Lord's passover, as in Leviticus, be
comes the " Jews' passover "—a mere feast of the Jews. 
He here addresses the apostate nation : " For I say unto 
you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, 
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord;" 
proving there was a time coming when they would see 
Him, and say, " Blessed is He that cometh in the name 
of the Lord." 

Now Jesus, having delivered His final 'testimony, 
goes out of the temple, and departs from the city; "and 
His disciples came to Him for to shew Him the build
ings of the temple. And Jesus said unto them, See 
ye not all these things t verily I say unto you, There 
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shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall 
not be thrown down." I think a great mistake is made 
in this Matt. xxiv. by persons trying to bring the 
Church into it, trying to put it on church ground; 
whereas the Lord Jesus Christ is speaking to the 
remnant on Jewish ground, and on that hangs the 
whole of its interpretation. Has Christ never done so 
before? Yes; in chap. x. 23 He addresses the dis
ciples as representing those who resume the commission 
broken by the rejection and murder of the King. In 
Matt. xxiv. you will see also, when He speaks to them 
representing the godly of the Jews, it is as the remnant 
who are back in the. land, inhabiting Jerusalem and 
worshipping in the temple. 

Three questions were asked in verse 3 by these dis
ciples of Jesus, as He sat on the mount of Olives : 
" Tell us, when shall these things be 1 and what shall 
be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the age ?" 
Christ does not answer the first question in Matt, xxiv., 
but answers minutely in Luke xxi. In Matt. xxiv. He 
is up in the mount of Olives,looking down on Jerusalem; 
in Luke xxi. He is inside the temple, speaking to His 
disciples about all these things that would come to pass 
at the taking of Jerusalem under Titus, ending with 
verse 24 ; and then comes a long break of many years 
between it and verse 25, from which to verse 28 we have 
the scene in Matt. xxiv. briefly touched on. Now we see 
the Lord taking up the next question, " What shall be 
the sign of thy coming?" We have been hearing a 
good deal about the Church, its character, its position, 
and its hope, and the consummation of that hope, in the 
four and twenty elders seated in heaven; but let us not 
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confound two things—the rapture of the Church with 
the appearing of Christ. I believe the coming of the 
Lord to the air and the coming of the Lord to the 
earth are different events. The one is the coming of 
the Lord for His Church, and the other the coming of 
the Lord with His Church. "We find the latter coming of 
the Lord spoken of here. There is not a sign mentioned 
in Scripture as necessarily preceding the rapture of the 
Church; there are many that must be looked for before 
Christ comes to the earth in judgment. 

There is nothing, I solemnly believe, between us 
and our Lord's return but His own long-suffering, not 
willing that any should perish. Now many signs are 
to precede His epiphany, and to succeed His coming to 
the air. The' question was, " What should be the sign 
of thy coming 1" " And when ye shall hear of wars and 
rumours of wars : see that ye be not troubled : for all 
these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet." 
That corresponds with the opening of the first seal in 
Rev. vi. I quite agree with our brother who said we 
should see the Church in heaven before a seal would be 
opened. " And I saw when the Lamb opened one of 
the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, 
one of the four beasts saying, Come. And I saw, and 
behold a white horse : and he that sat on him had a 
bow; and a crown was given unto him : and he went 
forth conquering." Note, "and see" ought not to be 
here, nor in verses 5 or 7 following. In Matt. xxiv. 7, 
" Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom." That corresponds with the opening of the 
second seal, "And when He had opened the second 
seal, I heard the second beast say, Come. And there 
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went out another horse that was red: and power was 
given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the 
earth." (Eev. vi. 3.) Oh, what a time that will he, 
brethren! Anarchy will prevail; wars and rumours of 
wars on every hand; nation shall rise against nation— 
the whole of Europe convulsed, upturned, and up
heaved ; and out of the midst of the sea (that is, the 
seething mass of confused nations) rises the beast, the 
Antichrist. Famines abounding corresponding to the 
third seal, and then pestilences corresponding with the 
fourth seal, and the fifth seal you find corresponding 
with verse 9. And then we find the sixth seal reveal
ing " earthquakes in divers places," when men will flee 
to the mountains and rocks to hide them, and say to 
them, " Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him 
that sitteth on the throne," &c. What a prayer meet
ing that will be! Men who never bent the knee will 
pray to the rocks and mountains to hide them from 
the wrath of the Lamb. There are two things 
mentioned in Eevelation—the blood or the wrath of 
the Lamb. All those that are not sheltered under the 
blood of the Lamb will be the subjects of the wrath 
of the Lamb. Am I speaking to an unconverted one, 
listening to us 1 Oh fly for refuge to the loving arms 
of Jesus ere it be too late; for as sure as you sit on 
that seat, if Jesus comes, and you are not sheltered 
by the blood, you will be in the number of those who 
will fly to the mountains, and pray to them to hide 
you from the wrath of the Lamb. 

Now the Lord in Matt. xxiv. says, "Al l these 
things are the beginning of sorrows. . . . But he that 
shall endure to the end, the same shall be saved." That 
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is one of the most perverted texts of Scripture often 
quoted to prove that the saints, if they do not persevere, 
•will be finally lost. It has no reference to that. The 
subject is this great tribulation, and this great time of 
sore wrath and vengeance; and it is only those that 
endure the same shall be finally delivered. Now look 
at the fourteenth verse : "And this gospel of the king
dom shall be preached in all the world (olKovfievrj) for 
a witness unto all nations: and then shall the end 
come." This gospel will be taken up by the sealed 
remnant, the 144,000, and will be preached as before : 
" Eepent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
There is another gospel which will be preached at the 
conclusion of the gospel of the kingdom, when God 
will give the nation a last chance. We must not con
found these three gospels—the gospel of the kingdom 
that was preached when Christ was on earth, according 
to Matthew, the gospel of God's grace and glory now, 
and the everlasting gospel. Do not confound this 
gospel with ours. Our gospel is not for the conversion 
of the world, but for the gathering out of the elect. 
Remember that when you are preaching, that you are 
not sent forth to convert the world. The world is not 
to be converted through the Church, but through Israel. 
Israel is to have the glorious privilege of spreading 
the gospel by-and-by throughout the length and 
breadth of the world, by which the world will yield 
an obedience to Christ as " King of kings, and Lord 
of lords." The latter is in Rev. xiv. 7. " Having the 
verlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell one 
the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear 
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God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His 
judgment is come: and worship Him that made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of 
waters." This is the last chance that man will have 
ere Christ comes with His holy myriads " in flaming 
fire to take vengeance on those that know not God, 
and obey not the gospel of the Lord Jesus." Judg
ment always follows testimony. Whenever God gives 
a testimony on earth, He winds up with judgment. 
We have two separate judgments preached in the 
present dispensation for the rejection of the gospel. 
For the rejection of the gospel of His grace we 
have the judgment of Eev. xix. 6, and the epistle 
of Jude, which may be called the warrior judgment; 
and for the rejection of the gospel of the kingdom 
that will be preached when the Church is gone we 
have the judgment of Matthew xxv., the judgment 
of living nations, which may be called the sessional 
judgment. I t is very important for us to see this, 
because many confound Matthew xxv. with the great 
white throne in Eev. xx. Matthew xxv. is the judg
ment of the living; the great white throne is the 
judgment of the dead. Here is the great judgment 
of God for the rejection of the testimony of the gospel 
of the kingdom, when He shall separate the sheep 
from the goats. Eemember, brethren, that you and 
I are chosen in Him before the foundation of the 
world, and these were called to inherit the kingdom 
prepared from the foundation of the world. Here he 
points to a third party—"my brethren :" "Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me." 
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Now look at Matt. xxiv. 15 : "When ye therefore 
shall see." The disciples would not see, hut would 
be long previously removed from off this scene ere 
those judgments took place. "When ye therefore shall 
see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, 
let him understand:) then let them which be in Judsea 
flee into the mountains." 

Turn to Daniel ix. 2 4 : " Seventy weeks are 
determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, 
to finish the transgression, and to make an end of 
sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to 
bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the 
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 
Know therefore and understand, that from the going 
forth of the commandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall he seven 
weeks, and threescore and two weeks : the street shall 
be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times." 
The seventy weeks here are apportioned out by God 
from the time given by Artaxerxes to rebuild the 
city. In the twentieth year of his reign he gave com
mand to the Jews to go back and rebuild their city. 
A week is seven years, and seventy weeks 490 years. 
We find two periods here; we find seven weeks, and 
threescore and two weeks. At the end of threescore 
and two weeks the Messiah is cut off, so that that 
brings us to the death of Christ—434 years, making 
altogether 69 weeks or 483 years. Then there is a 
week to be accounted for. What has become of if! 
Was it ever fulfilled? As far as I can see, I think 
not. "And after threescore and two weeks shall 
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Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself: and the people 
of the Prince that shall come shall destroy the city and 
the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall_ be with a 
flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are 
determined." There again is the destruction of Jeru
salem under Titus, the Romans being " the people of 
the Prince that should come." But when shall the 
Prince come? Surely not till after the taking up of 
the Church, " When he shall confirm a covenant with 
the many for one week: and in the midst of the week 
he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 
and for the overspreading of abominations he shall 
make it desolate, even until the consummation, and 
that determined shall be poured upon the desolator." 
Thus we get a great break between the destruction 
under Titus and the Prince making a covenant. The 
great parenthesis comes between the two. The gospel 
of the grace of God is to be preached, the dispensation 
of the Spirit is to be set up and the Church gathered 
out, and this is the great break that separates between 
the sixty-ninth and seventieth week of Daniel. The 
prince was not Titus, but some future head of the 
Roman empire, also called " the King," " the Anti
christ." He shall confirm a covenant with the many 
for one week (seventieth week), and in the middle of 
the week set up his own image in the temple at Jeru
salem ; and for the overspreading of idols he shall make 
desolate until that determined by God (2 Thess, ii. 8) 
shall be poured out on the desolator. (Read also Rev. 
xiii 11-17.) Now, says Jesus to the God-fearing 
remnant in Jerusalem, when ye see this image or idol 
set up in the temple, away with you at once to the 
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mountains; for there shall be a time of tribulation, 
persecution, martyrdom, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world. I t is the time of Jacob's 
trouble, not the Church's (Jer. xxx. 6, 7), and some of 
Daniel's people are to be delivered out of it. As Enoch 
was translated before a drop of the water of judgment 
descended, so the Church will be safe in heaven before 
this great tribulation, as Jesus said to the church of 
Philadelphia, "Because thou hast kept the word of 
my patience, I also will keep thee from " (not delivered 
out of, like the remnant of the Jews and the multitude 
in Eev. vii., of which Noah 'was the representative, 
being brought safe through the judgment) " the hour 
of trial," &c. 

Immediately after this tribulation, then comes the 
Son of man with power and great glory to deliver His 
oppressed people, to destroy the beast and false prophet 
(Eev. xix. 19), and the armies of the Koman empire 
outside Jerusalem. (Zech, xiv.) Then will He gather 
together to Judaea His elect—the ten tribes which were 
scattered all over the world. Then will He sit on His 
throne of glory and judge the living (not the dead) 
nations for their treatment of His servants—"my 
brethren "—while preaching the gospel of the kingdom 
during the seventieth week of Daniel. Time would 
not permit me to dwell longer on the solemn scene; but, 
beloved, seeing we know these things, what manner of 
persons ought we to be, in all holy conversation and 
godliness, in a scene reserved for such fearful judg
ments'? May the Lord Himself " direct our hearts into 
the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ." 
Amen. 



IX. 

T H E RESTORATION OF ISEAEL. 

BY "W. H. WILLIAMS. 

OP necessity, the restoration of Israel forms a very im
portant part of our glorious subject at these meetings, 
and to this I desire to confine myself. Turn to Jer. 
xxxi. 10 : " Hear the word of the Lord, O ye'nations, 
and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that 
scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a 
shepherd doth his flock." 

This is my authority, but not my only authority, 
for believing that God will gather Israel. I cannot 
explain this veree away, nor do I desire to do so. I 
must believe that the One who scattered is the One 
who gathers; that Israel, the nation that was scattered, 
is the Israel the nation that will be gathered; not that the 
scattered individuals would be the gathered individuals, 
but that the scattered nation would be the gathered 
nation. I can accept no other interpretation or under
standing of such a passage as this, sent forth with all 
the authority of God's word; and can I doubt that 
He who in faithful love scattered Israel will gather 
him again1! I can believe and understand it just in 
proportion as I know that love; and it is to that love 

H 
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I wish to point you first of all—the love of God to 
Israel. 

I see a vast multitude pouring down the slopes 
of mount Olivet, and from them comes a shout: 
"Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of 
the Lord : Hosanna in the highest." In the midst of 
this rejoicing multitude I see One meek and lowly, 
sitting upon an ass, upon a colt the foal of an ass. 
The city is spread before Him, and He amidst the 
rejoicing company seems to be about to be set upon 
the throne of the kingdom there.. And yet what do I 
see? He draws near to the city. The prophecies 
concerning His kingdom, His reign, seem on the very 
verge of fulfilment. Everything seems to be at His 
feet. As yet there is not an opposing voice; but 
suddenly I see that sacred head bowed, and the tears 
pour down the face that is the loveliest we ever could 
gaze upon, and sobs burst from that heart that has 
loved them so well, as He says: " If thou hadst known, 
even ftiou, at least in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy peace." Oh, the great fountain of 
love that was within Him could not be held in as He 
thought of the awful fate that yet awaited that city! 
Ah, this is the love of the One who had borne with 
Israel for forty years in the wilderness ! 

When I understand how the heart of Christ yearned 
over the nation, then I begin to understand that the 
scattered ones will be gathered. And is it not true 
that we who believe in Christ are oftentimes uncertain 
in our thoughts concerning that love which yet we 
know so well? "We do believe that Christ loves us, 
and we rejoice in that love; but do we ever sit down 
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to ponder how that love was set upon the nation of 
Israel? Do we ever think of how deeply and truly 
He loved them, as the tale of centuries of long-suffering 
can tell? Do we ever draw near to the foot of the 
cross (as we may in reading such a Psalm as the 22nd) 
and there, as we listen to the unburdening of His 
heart in the sorrows of His death, do we ever mark 
how keenly He felt the ungrateful return at the 
hands of the Israel that He loved? "We can under
stand His anguish under the wrath of a holy God, 
and we learn something of how He felt even the 
conduct of the Eoman soldiers to Him; but how 
little we dwell upon the keenness of His anguish— 
how His very heart seemed to break—in the contem
plation of the ingratitude of the nation He loved so 
well, and with whom He had borne so long. If we 
knew more of this we would understand the deter
mination of Jehovah Himself to gather His scattered 
people, and enter more into the joyous strain at the 
end of the Psalm where He calls upon Israel and the 
seed of Jacob to glorify God; "for He hath not de
spised the affliction of the afflicted one." 

Glance now at Rom. xi. Here the question is dis
tinctly raised and fully met. "Ha th God cast away 
His people?" and at once the answer is given, "God 
forbid;" and the chapter naturally divides itself into 
two main portions, the object being to prove what is 
said in verse 26, "And so all Israel shall be saved." 
When we say " all Israel," we do not mean every indi
vidual Israelite any more than the Spirit of God here 
means it. We understand it to mean all Israel as a 
nation. 
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The Spirit here divides the nation into two parts, 
that which is called in verse 5 "the remnant according 
to the election of grace," and the other the portion, 
which is called in verse 7 "the rest." The remnant 
according to the election of grace, saved in this present 
time, and " the rest," the nation at large, saved in the 
time yet to come. 

I wish to make as distinct as possible the difference 
between God's acting with regard to this present rem
nant and His acting with regard to what He here calls 
" the rest."" God has never turned His back upon His 
people Israel. Although they rejected their Messiah, 
although in Stephen they rejected the testimony of the 
-Holy Ghost, although God's eternal purposes of love and 
grace to the Gentiles were then brought out, yet never 
for a single day did He utterly turn away from His 
people Israel. The Church which during these 1800 
years He has been gathering out of the nations, is 
composed of Jew as well as Gentile. Almost the whole 
Church at first was composed of Jews; afterwards 
multitudes of Gentiles were gathered in; but we would 
firmly believe that God never stopped in His blessed 
'work of converting the Jews; and all through this age 
there has been a remnant according to the election of 
grace. They might not be seen any more than the 
remnant in the days of Ahab and Jezebel, but yet God 
was doing His work amongst them. 

Let us never forget that as soon as a Jew is converted 
he ceases to be a Jew in God's sight. He loses his 
national standing just as individuals from the Gentiles 
lose their national standing, and Jew and Gentile, 
having lost this individuality, become members of the 
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body of Christ, destined for heavenly glory with 
Christ. It is an utter mistake to confound the calling 
out of individuals now with the national blessing which 
will be hereafter. 

But as to the rest. What does God say here ? The 
main truth of Rom. xi. is, that the nation—what He 
calls " the rest," those who rejected Christ, who for the 
present are blinded—will yet be gathered again, will yet 
be converted and restored. The 11th verse says: " I 
say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? 
God forbid." The qestion is raised, the answer is given 
in the strongest terms, " God forbid." No; rather 
through their fall has salvation come to the Gentiles 
for to provoke them to jealousy. 

In the rest of the chapter let us notice four main 
things: first, the restoration is entertained; secondly, 
the restoration is argued; thirdly, the restoration is 
dated—the time given; and fourthly, .the ground of the 
restoration is given us. That God does it is made 
clear. That God does it is fully argued out. The 
time when God will do it is made plain; and the 
ground on which God does it is laid unmistakeably. 

How do we know that the restoration is here enter
tained? Look at ver. 12: "Now if the fall of them 
be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them 
the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their ful
ness?" Is it not here entertained? is not the thought 
more than allowed? is it not a thing that God has 
ordained and promised? Again, in verse 15 : "For if, 
the casting away of them be the reconciling of the 
world "—and it has been—" what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead ?" If the casting away 
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be a fact, will not the receiving be a fact 1 Were they 
not cast away nationally, and not individually 1 Shall 
they not be received nationally, as distinguished from 
individually 1 

Then, in the second place, ib is argued, verse 16 : 
" For if the first-fruit be holy, the lump is also holy: 
and if the root be holy, so are the branches." This is 
the first argument, and the next is found in verse 24 : 
"For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is 
wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature 
into a good olive tree : how much more shall these, 
which be the natural branches, be graffed into then-
own olive tree?" If you, Gentiles, wild by nature, 
were graffed, contrary to what is usually done, on to a 
good olive tree, how much more should these which be 
the natural branches belonging to the tree be graffed into 
their own olive tree? And any question about the 
possibility of this is at once settled by what we are 
told in verse 23 : " For God is able to graft them in 
again." So here we have the restoration entertained, 
and argued with the most powerful argument that 
could be urged. 

Thirdly, we have what we might call the restoration 
dated. Look at verse 25 : " For I would not, brethren, 
that ye should be ignorant of this mystery . . . that 
blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness 
of the Gentiles be come in." Now, when I said 
"dated," I did not of course mean dated in the 
ordinary acceptation of the term. I do not know how 
any one on earth could fix a date for th i s ; but yet, in 
a sense, it is here dated. "The blindness which is 
partial"—for the Jews are being converted every day— 
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goes on, and has gone on these ages, until a certain 
time, a time that has been fixed, at which this blind
ness, this hardness, has to be taken away. God 
Himself has marked i t — " Until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in," until God has gathered out of 
the Gentiles a people for His name, until the body of 
Christ is filled up to its every member, to its very 
last fibre and nerve—then God begins to deal with the 
nation with which He had dealt for centuries before. 
'Then the blindness begins to be removed; then the 
hardness begins to be taken away; then Israel as a 
nation begins to seek after God. 

Let me say here that this seems to my mind to make 
clear God's great principle, that He does not take up 
two lines of dispensational dealing at the same time. 
"When He was dealing with Igrael the Church was not 
yet revealed. When Israel had finally rejected their 
mercy, and God brings out His purpose concerning the 
Church, then Israel is blinded until God has done His 
work in gathering out a people from amongst the 
Gentiles. This is at the coming of the Lord to fetch 
away His people. Then God begins to deal with His 
own people as He did before. 

Now, lastly, the ground upon which this is done. Is 
it that Israel was mightier than other nations? No. 
Is it that by any course they have adopted, or may 
adopt, they could possibly deserve it 1 No. The more 
we search into the state of Israel now, the more the-
heart sinks at their awful condition. I once, and only 
once, read a Jewish newspaper: I have seldom read 
anything expressing such hardness of heart, worldliness 
of spirit, and deadly opposition to Christ. I t is not' 
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upon the ground of their deserts then that this is done, 
but it is upon this (verse 28): "As concerning the gospel, 
they are enemies for your sakes: hut as touching the 
election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. For 
the gifts and calling of God are -without repentance." 
That may well silence every breath of opposition. God 
has bestowed His gifts, God has given His call, and 
He never changes. " God is not a man that He should 
lie, nor the Son of man that He should repent. Hath 
He not said it, and shall He not do it? ' "When, long, long 
ago, the divine voice reached the idolatrous Abraham, the 
Speaker of that call and the Giver of those promises could 
well look down the long history of rebellion, coldness, 
and hardness of heart, which was to characterise the seed 
of that man called out by God's grace; but it never made 
God change for a single moment. Nothing in the sin 
of Israel has surprised the omniscient God. Knowing 
well what they would he, He gave them the promise, 
and bestowed the gifts. They are never withdrawn 
never changed. The unchangeableness of God Him
self is pledged for the restoration of His own people. 

Some of you may have read the account given by 
Dr. McNeill of his own experience with regard to this 
matter. He once preached for a brother-clergyman, 
and took for his subject the restoration of Israel. He 
expounded and pleaded for it as well as he could. At 
the end of the sermon, when he went into the vestry, 
he was followed by two unconverted Jewish gentlemen, 
who had heard that he was about to preach on the 
subject, and wished to make enquiries. Just as they 
began to speak, in came the clergyman of the church, 
and holding up his hands, he said, "Oh, McNeill, 



THE RESTOBATION OP ISRAEL. 121 

McNeill, how could you make such a fool of yourself 
as to speak in that way % The idea of the Jews being 
restored ! Preposterous !" "Well," said Dr McNeill, 
" I haven't time just now to speak, but I refer you to 
these two gentlemen." So at it they went, this clergy
man and the two Jewish gentlemen, fully entering into 
the subject. When they quoted the Old Testament 
Scriptures, the prophets, and God's promises, he was 
ready enough to explain them away. He "spiritualised 
them away," as the saying is, applying them to these 
days, to the church, and so on. They pleaded hard, 
brought passage after passage, which he tried to explain 
away. At last one of them said, " Then, sir, on your 
ground I deny that the Virgin ever had a son." " Oh, 
but," said the clergyman, " i t is a fact." Dr. McNeill 
said he would never forget the look on that Jewish 
gentleman's face, the withering scorn expressed as he 
said, " You believe because it is a fact; ive believe 
because God has said it." 



X. 

THE DAY OF VISITATION. 

BY It. J. MAHONT. 

W I L L you look for one moment at a passage already 
referred to, Luke xix. 41-451 Do all here know the 
day of their visitation 1 I do not ask, Do you know 
the gospel 1 "We presume that most here do. But I 
ask, Do you know the day of your visitation? In 
that city over which the Lord wept, and to which He 
spoke thus, there was no lack of Scriptures; they had 
plenty of copies of the law. There was no lack of 
places of worship; the city was full of synagogues. 
There was no lack of hierarchies, of doctors of the law 
and priests, and long-descended traditions. They had 
a thousand years behind them; but they knew not 
the day of their visitation. What does that mean? 
There were plenty of things for them to have seen; 
there were signs for them to have understood—pro
phecies opened to them, preaching as plain as the noon
day in God's word, that told them of the stirring times 
in which they lived.; and they were responsible to 
God to read those plain signs clearly; but they put 
their own glosses on them, and they read them accord
ing to their own thoughts and their own inventions] 
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their eyes were blinded to the plain and open truth 
that stood "before their faces, and they knew not the 
day of their visitation. The sad history of that city 
and that people adds to the responsibility now that we 
in these days, in this dispensation, so long down the 
ages, should know the day of our visitation. Again I 
ask, Do we know it 1 Permit me to say that these are 
not crotchets, not mere fancies, that a few of us have 
taken up. We don't ask you to come here to be 
amused with some little pieces of recondite study out 
of God's word. This is not mere spiritual luxury or 
religious dissipation. These are things which God 
would have you know; these are things the ignorance 
of which is drawing Christendom to its doom, and 
have swept it, as we have heard, into the very rapids 
that are upon us now, because she knows not the day 

" of her visitation. You heard of the temple and its 
splendour, and of the glory of the place even while 
the Lord of the temple yet lived in the land, and how 
He passed forth from it, pronouncing its doom; and 
yet it stood fair and glorious in that land for many 
years after. The veil was rent, and the glory went out, 
as well as the type. I t stood a fair and lovely corpse, 
and nothing more. Those disciples called forth this 
exclamation from the Lord, as they pointed out to Him 
the glories of that house, its beautiful walls, its beau
tiful steps, its graven doors, that were the glory of the 
whole earth. And a few years after the time came 
when these words were fulfilled to the letter, and those 
brazen doors rolled down those steps of marble in 
molten fire. 

They knew not the day of their visitation. This-
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speaks to us. Do we know the day of our visitation 1 
I want to press these things home because they have a 
practical bearing on the life of every Christian here 
who is a child of God, but who is a servant of Jesus 
Christ too, and who is bound to take his laws from 
Him, whatever they may be, and bound to take his 
place in His house according to what He gives him. 
"Occupy," He says, " t i l l I come." Well, now we 
have heard there are peculiar characteristics of this 
dispensation as compared with past dispensations; that 
there are peculiar responsibilities to God and Christ in 
this dispensation. Have these things' touched you 1 
Not far from here I saw a remarkable picture. I t 
represents a novice sitting in the chapel of a monastery; 
he has been there perhaps for some days. But one 
morning, as he sits with all the monks around him at 
his devotions, a flash of light as to the position he 
occupies seems to suddenly strike his soul; and the 
painter has shown it in the wild look of his eye and 
distant stare. Has that been the position of some 
here as these outlines of dispensation have flashed 
upon them, and the peculiar characteristics of this age 
in which they live, and the contradictions of the posi
tions in which they stand, have revealed themselves ? 
Have any of you been struck by seeing that the course 
of Christendom is not according to the model that 
Jesus Christ left, not according to the will of God? 
Has this come home to you 1 for if it has not, there 
has been no use in what has been said. I t is for this 
that God has brought us together—to learn something 
that may have power on our lives when we go forth; 
something that may have a practical effect. "Well, I 
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ask again that question; I must return to it. Do you 
know the day of your visitation1? As that temple 
stood an empty house, so will Christendom stand, with 
its multitudinous temples, and churches, and altars, an 
empty house, a painted corpse. Do these things come 
home to any that are just drifting on towards that 
state of things? Does the awful present fact strike 
any that Christendom itself—the very name of Chris
tendom—is an insult to God when we know what it 
is? Look abroad upon it, and see what it is. Is it 
according to God's own mind? Are all the associa
tions called by its name to the glory of God ? If you 
do not see that condition of things, Satan sees it, and 
Satan knows the power that these truths of dispensa
tion should have, and the strength that they should 
give your position if you knew them, and acted ac
cording to them. I say, if you do not know this 
power, Satan does; and there is. nothing that he so 
delights to do as to write the name of Christ over an 
abomination; and he is writing that name over a 
thousand abominations of Christendom, and he will 
leave that name of Christ there until he replaces it 
with the name of antichrist. Do we take these things 
home? 

He is coming in now with other principles too. He 
is coming in like a flood, denying the truth, denying 
all those things that are in this Book, and that we 
hold most sacred—not only those special dispensational 
truths, but all the great revelations of God's truth to 
man. I need not tell you that on every side these 
things are coming in like a flood, and you will have to 
meet them. They are organized, well disciplined, well 
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considered,. They are prepared to search out every 
weak point in the armoury of evangelicalism; and do 
you think that a mere mob of principles, taken at 
random out of God's truth, will meet them? Is it 
that we are to take this Messed word of God, and 
shake the pages up as we would shake lots in a bag, 
and take them forth at random—exhortation, or doc
trine, or principle, or prophecy, or whatever it may be 
—as it comes forth, and think that this will stand 
against the drilled, organized, embattled hosts of Satan 
as you see them in the current literature of the day 1 
Never. Piety cannot do it. Discipline will win the 
day at last. 

Four hundred years ago, out in the west of Ireland, 
there was a great' battle fought at Athunree. A Nor
man-Anglo host went forth to war against the wild 
western clans, headed by their chiefs. For a long 
summer's day undisciplined valour flung itself naked 
upon the serried spears of its unyielding foe, and at 
night there was a breastwork of bodies high in front 
of that host. But discipline won the day. And it will 
be so still in the moral conflict. Do you think that 
God would have His people less prepared? Do you 
think that He would have you treat His honour and His 
interest with less consideration and preparation than 
men do where other interests are at stake ? If so, blot 
the fourth chapter of Ephesians out of your Bibles; 
for there the Lord Jesus Christ left to His people a 
trust, whereby He would have them march in perfect 
organization against the foe. You heard of them yes
terday, and how He gives them strength from above. 
He alone is King. He is autocrat; and He alone 
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gives strength. And for what purpose? That they 
may arm, equip His hosts for the foe. That word 
which is rendered " perfecting of the saints " is a mili
tary term. I t signifies equipment, military equipment, 
preparation against the foe. Are the saints ready to 
be equipped 9 Are they ready to be prepared by the 
officers whom God would give them1! Are the officers 
whom God gives ready to teach them, and to hold 
back nothing of the truth of God? Will it be so? 
Dear friends, we want fco take no place as superior, by 
virtue of anything that God has taught us, more than 
those to whom we speak. We wish to take no place 
above you here; nay, we would rather kneel before 
your feet, acknowledge the piety, the consistency, the 
faithfulness of heart that adorn many of you in God's 
service. But I say we would kneel at your feet to take 
the obstacles from your path that lie before you, that 
you might walk more faithfully, and that you might 
present a more embattled and organized front against 
those principles of Satan that are coming in upon us. 

I remember a short time ago a man who, if ever 
there was an apostate (I don't mean an apostate from 
life, but an apostate from profession,) was the man. He 
was brought up in one of the most Scriptural denomi
nations in our land; and, as all apostates are, he was 
bitter against the faith in which he was brought up. I 
was reading in his study one day (he was a physician) 
waiting for h im; and I took up some books by a 
famous infidel writer of this day containing popular 
arguments on infidelity, and cutting straight through 
the evangelicalism of the day. I want not to hurt 
your feelings, but to arm your minds; but I say that 
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the evangelicalism (by that you know what I mean) 
of this day is attacked in a manner I believe to be 
unanswerable. For instance, in the book I took up I 
read a chapter, and this gentleman found me reading 
it, and said, "You cannot answer that." The line of 
argument was this : " You Christians are nothing more 
than followers of a certain sect of philosophy, just as 
we are. You take from your Teacher the instructions 
of His school of ethics just as much as suits you, and 
we do the same. We acknowledge Him, but we do 
not acknowledge Him as the sole Teacher. We are 
not so narrow-minded as you in that. We acknowledge 
Him to be a great teacher, and that He brought in a 
grand system of morals and ethics. But so did 
Confucius, an'd so did Buddha, and so did a great 
many other old philosophers, even Mahomet himself. 
But we take out of yours very nearly as much as you 
take out yourselves. Here we will turn to Matt, v." 
This gentleman then read me a little from the sermon 
on the mount; and after reading the first part of it, 
when he came to certain particular directions concern
ing that time, as for instance, " if one sues you at law, 
you were not to resist; if he took away your coat, you 
were to give him your cloak also; if one compelled 
you to go a mile, you were to go with him twain," he 
turned to me and said, " You Christians don't do that. 
You go a certain distance, and stop short." I do not 
know how anyone would answer him who did not 
know dispensational truths. Happily, I happened to 
know a little bit about it, and I wish I knew a great 
deal more. The answer I made was this : " Supposing 
I go into your consulting-room, and find you busily 
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engaged in prescribing for a gentleman seated there be
fore you, and I overhear what you say. You examine his 
case, and prescribe for him, and J hear distinctly the 
prescription. I am satisfied, and go away and order the 
medicines you ordered for your other patient, and take 
them. Well, I come back to you in about a fortnight 
very ill indeed, and manifestly suffering severely from 
some cause, and you begin to examine me. And pre
sently I say, " I took the medicines that you ordered." 
"What medicines?" you ask. "Oh, such and such 
medicines." " Why, I did not order you any medicines." 
" Oh, no; but you ordered them to a gentleman I saw 
here, and I concluded they were good for me too!" 

Well, the physician seemed utterly astonished. It 
was an entirely new view to him; he could not answer 
it. The principles of God are always the same; but in 
different dispensations they are wrought out in different 
ways. They come under different aspects, and they 
have special meanings for the special time and circum
stances under which they were given. Kemember how 
our Lord at the close of His ministry speaks of the 
time when He sent forth His disciples without scrip or 
shoes. He asks, Did they lack anything ? " No," they 
say. But now, says He, " He that hath no sword, let 
him sell his garment, and buy one." Have we all to 
go and buy swords on that account, and defend our
selves1! What was the meaning of that? It means 
that He was just about to leave them (representatives 
as they were of the faithful remnant in Israel)—He 
who had been their stay, their trust, their power, their 
Lord, their Head, their shield, wheresoever they went, 

Now there was a change coming upon them; they 
I 
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•were to be left without Him. He had been their 
shield, their protector, up to that time. And again, 
when that time is resumed after the present dispensa
tional interval of which we have been hearing, you 
will see that the Jews will take the sword again to 
defend themselves; but that is not for us. Ours is a 
different warfare. Let me say one word in regard to 
it, and you will find it in 2 Tim. ii., for it has a close 
bearing upon us in this dispensation; and here Paul 
speaks of a victor's wreath in connection with warfare. 
People in those ancient times were crowned with laurels 
in the games, and were subject to certain rules and 
conditions, and were not crowned unless they strove 
lawfully. Now, dear Christian friends, some of you 
are hard at' work perhaps, and working with much 
blessing; but if you brought the measuring-line of 
Scripture to bear on your service, you might find it to 
be carried on not according to the method of God as 
revealed for this dispensation. You may say, "Ah, 
but these principles are not to be forced too literally. 
There are things that after all must be passed over. We 
must not be too minute; for only look at the results 
of our work. How should we produce them if we 
took some such sort of isolated position as you speak 
o f f That is a principle that will bring this world 
under the power of antichrist—results, judging by re
sults. That is a principle that, carried honestly and logi
cally to its end, brings you to the vilest system ever 
brought out of hell, one of those abominations on 
which Satan has written the name of Christ; for he 
calls Jesuitism by the name of Jesus. What does God 
say 1 " The Lord God is a God of knowledge, and by 
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Him results are weighed V No. " The Lord God is a 
God of knowledge, and by Him actions are weighed." 

Leave results to God. But above .all things strive 
lawfully according to the principles which God has 
laid down for this dispensation; strive according to 
the orders He has given. Let there be no compromise. 
Christ never compromised your cause, or one moment 
of your glory in heaven, or one single star in your 
crown, though He might have well allowed Himself 
some moments of peace and respite. Tea, when the 
hand of God was -upon Him He bore all to the utter
most, that He might win that crown for you which 
He will give by-and-by. But now He gives you the 
privilege of winning an amaranthine wreath. His was an 
acanthine wreath, a wreath of thorns. The earth had 
no wreath to give Him except her curse. He offers 
you, each one who will strive lawfully for the mastery 
according to the rules of this course on which you have 
entered; He proclaims that He will give you this 
amaranthine wreath which fadeth not away. And in 
the epistle to the Colossians the Holy Spirit gives you 
this solemn warning, " Let no man beguile you of your 
reward." (It is the reward of the judge held forth in 
the games.) Let no man beguile you of your reward 
being a voluntary in humility. Ah, this voluntariness, 
this choosing by our own will some course which will 
honour Him, it won't do. We must take our orders 
direct from Him and all strive according to His laws as 
He has set them up. And, oh! may God grant that 
each one may remember that word given to the Church 
of old, "Take heed; let none" (it is not no man) 
" take your wreath." The world knows nothing about 
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it, and cares nothing about it. No fellow-Christian 
would try to rob you of it. Are we not here for the 
purpose of trying to help you to gain it ] We would 
place it on your brows if we could. Let none in hell, 
none of those unseen enemies of Christ always around 
us, who mingle with every association about us, and 
meet you with temptation at every step; let none take 
thy wreath. 



XI. 

THE COMING OF THE LOED A PRAC
TICAL TEUTH. 

BY C. BTOSELL HUBDITOH. 

KNOWING that there are in this congregation very 
many who have been lately brought to the knowledge 
of the truth, I want to put before you a few thoughts 
in connection with the Lord's coming as set forth in 
the Scriptures, so that, though perhaps you may not 
have been able to follow all that has been said from 
the commencement of these meetings, you may yet 
have something definite from the word of God that 
you may take away with you, and be able to give a 
reason for the hope that is in you. 

I t has sometimes been stated by objectors that this 
subject is abstruse and unpractical, but surely this 
blessed hope of the Lord's coming is not something 
that fathers in Christ only may comprehend; it is so 
simply, so clearly laid down in the word of God, that 
salvation itself is not made plainer through faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And therefore I desire to point 
out that this subject is not only interesting, but deeply 
practical. 

I. In the first place, I say that it is blessedly prac
tical, because without the knowledge of it probably 
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three-fourths of the Bible will be completely misunder
stood. The man who does not see the blessed hope of 
Christ's coming, and the truth consequent upon that 
coming, must surely know hut little of the general 
scope and teaching of the word of God. He will mis
interpret, for example, very many of the promises— 
God's promises to Abraham, to Israel, to David, to His 
Son, and to His Church. These promises can be but 
little understood if one does not see, by the teaching 
of God's Spirit, the blessed hope of Christ's coming, 
in its bearing upon the Jew, the Gentile, and the 
Church of God. The prophecies, too, how little they 
can be understood. These prophecies bear upon the 
future of Israel—the ingathering of God's people; and 
the result is that a vast amount of Scripture has to be 
passed over in silence, or spiritualised away, and made 
somehow or other to fit into an experience that does 
not exist in the Christian heart. I t is practical, then, 
to know the word of God; and the key to much of 
the word of God is the coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and subsequent events connected therewith. 

II . I t is practical, because rightly to understand and 
hold in power in our souls the hope of the Lord's 
coming is to have the same blessed object before our 
hearts as the Lord Jesus Christ has. I t is practical 
to be in communion with Him as to the gracious pur
pose of His heart. And what is that purpose? In 
Eph. v. we are told that " He loved the Church, and 
gave Himself for it, that He might present it to Him
self a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing." The great object before His heart 
is to possess that for which He died; to possess that 
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bride which has been given Him, that bride which 
He has hoped for, travailed for, groaned for, and which 
He has purchased with His blood. And we, if we 
look forward to His coming, should remember that 
there is no Christian on earth, and never has been, 
who so earnestly desires Him to come as He Himself 
longs for that moment to arrive when He may claim 
His blood-bought bride, and present her to Himself 
glorious and without spot. 

I I I . I t is practical, because it is deeply important 
for us to know where we stand in this world's history, 
and in the history of God's dealings with this age. 
There are some who know scarcely at all how God has 
acted, how He is acting, how He will act; as to dis
pensational truth, they are altogether in the dark. 
Their very hymns, in some cases, are taken exclusively 
from the book of Psalms, and their experience made 
to fit in with what really does not belqng to them. If 
we look over the panorama of the past, and see how 
God has acted, ancHhe place in the dispensations in 
which we stand>%e have cause to thank God. I t is 
more blessed to be upon the scene just at this iden
tical moment, for we are, I believe, in the Saturday 
night of the world's history, just before the breaking 
of the morning of the millennial day of rest. We 
are upon the eve of the rapture when we shall see 
Him whom we love, and possibly, yea probably, many 
in this hall will live to be changed in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, " not to be unclothed, "but clothed 
upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life." 
(2 Cor. v. 4.) 

We, blessed be God, are gathered out of this present 
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age, and are on the tiptoe of expectation. We not only 
look back over the past, but forward into the future. 
We can see the dawn of this glorious morrow. He 
Himself will certainly come; and then when He comes 
we shall be caught up to meet Him; and then, up 
there, first " the judgment-seat pf Christ," then all 
things rectified in the church, and then the commen
dation given, and where it has been merited, Christ's 
grand testimonials. Meanwhile, as to this earth, there 
is the manifestation of the man of sin, and the, great 
tribulation; then, when the Lord comes in judgment 
on the apostasy, we come with Him, and then begins 
the Rest—the thousand years of millennial blessedness; 
.then the final manifestation of the devil that has been 
let loose from the pit, and the last great battle between 
good and evil—Gog and Magog with a host " as the 
sand of the sea "—to be destroyed by the fire of God 
out of heaven; then the last or general judgment of 
the wicked before the Great White Throne; the final 
destruction of everything that would disturb, and every
thing that would spot or mar God's glorious creation; 
and then the new heaven and the new earth, the 
Eternal State in which we shall be upon the throne 
with Him, there drinking in of the river of His pleasure 
for ever and for evermore. 

Oh, is it not deeply practical to know these things ? 
and to know where we are, what we are, what we are 
about to be, and where we are about to go? I know 
nothing between the two covers of God's Book so 
practical as this.' 

IV. Yet once more; is it not practical, dear friends, 
to possess in our hearts the lessons which that hope 
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brings, and in our lives the power it was intended to 
convey ? Look at it as it was in apostolic times. I t 
was so simple then, and it is equally simple now, 
only there must be great simplicity in the reception of 
the truth if we would know its power in our souls. 

1. Let us notice first the testimony of the Lord 
Himself as to this hope. In John xiv. Jesus, having 
just before washed the disciples' feet, says, "Let not 
your heart be troubled." (Observe, they were first 
cleansed, and then united in heart. Before He can in
troduce His precious word of promise He has to wash 
their feet; and I tell you it is my solemn conviction 
that in Christendom to-day there are tens of thousands 
of Christians who, on account of worldliness and divi
sions, are not morally fit to be taught much about this 
blessed hope; for it is only as we are in subjection to 
God and sanctified by His word that we are really pre
pared to receive this truth.) Then He says, " I f I go 
away, I will come again." There is the distinct pro
mise of Christ. I t is something to remember— " I will 
come again." I t i$ not, " I will send an angel," but " / 
will come again." I t is not, " I will call you away by 
death," but " I will come." 

2. The hour of separation arrives. Christ dies; He rises 
from the dead; He ascended up to heaven; and now, as 
the disciples stand gazing up, two angels stand by them, 
"which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven 1 this same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen Him go into heaven." (Acts i 11.) 
This is testimony number two—the testimony of 
Angels sent down for the very purpose to remind them 
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of' the promise of their departing Saviour, as much as 
to say, Do not be so much occupied with His going 
away, but grasp the promise, bind it to your heart, live 
in the expectation of the fulfilment of i t ; for this 
same Jesus shall come in like manner according to His 
promise. 

3. For testimony number three turn to Heb. x. 37, 
" Yet a little while, and He that shall come will come." 
A very, very little while, the rendering of the original 
being much stronger than ours, the coming One will 
come, and will not tarry. This is the testimony of the 
Holy Ghost. 

4. Then there is another testimony. The risen 
Christ from the throne says, " Behold, I come quickly;" 
"Surely I come" quickly." (Eev. xxii. 12, 20.) And 
then there is the testimony of the apostles and the 
whole Church of God—of Paul, for instance : " For 
this we say unto you by the word of the Lord;" that 
is, by direct revelation from heaven, a special revelation 
from God given him, " that we which are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent" 
(or go before) " them which are asleep. For the Lord 
Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God" 
(1 Thess, iv. 15, 16), with many similar declarations. 

Thus the testimonies accumulate; and in the early 
church they were constantly expecting His return. 
Thus it was in Corinth. They were " waiting for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." (Chap, i.) Then, 
when we come to Thessalonians, every chapter in both 
epistles speaks of the Lord's coming. In the first He 
is seen coming for His saints; and in the second He is 
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seen coming with them. Two aspects of one coming— 
only in the first instance to the air; in the second to 
the earth, on which latter I do not .now dwell. First, 
Paul says to them : " Ye turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God, and to wait for His Son 
from heaven." That is, being saved, the Holy Ghost 
taught them to look out for the Lord Jesus; and if 
they asked how they were to fill up the interval, they 
were to " serve God." So in Titus. The grace of God 
that brought salvation, what did it teach 1 " Looking 
for the glory of the appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ." Oh, next to grace there 
was glory, and next to salvation there was the coming 
One ! And how were they to fill up the interval ? 
By " denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, to live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present evil 
world." How practical! 

In chap. ii. Paul looks forward to -the presence of 
the Lord at His coming as the time when he is to see 
the fruit of his labour. 

Again, we sorrow over the loss of loved ones, but 
not as those who have no hope; for the Lord is coming, 
and will bring them back, and restore them to us, and 
we shall be changed, and caught up together with 
them in " the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 
be for ever with the Lord." So we are taught in 
chap. iv. How practical to mourners, to bereaved ones, 
to mothers who have lost their little ones, to husbands 
who have lost their wives, to wives who have lost 
their husbands, to children who have lost their parents, 
to parents who have lost their children, not to wait 
till the world is converted before meeting them, but to 
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have them restored soon, at the coming of the Lord, 
and in such a way that they should he recognised and 
together rejoice in His blessed presence. 

Then in chap. v. the apostle, in exhorting to holi
ness, prays that the God of peace may sanctify us 
wholly, spirit, soul, and body, and preserve us blame
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Then 
Paul, reminding the Hebrews of their need of patience, 
says, "Brethren, ye have need of patience, that, after 
ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the 
promise" (Heb. x. 36), the promise of His blessed 
coming, and of His "well done." • And then, if Paul 
would perfect the Corinthians to diligent work for 
God, and make them practical, how does he stir their 
hearts t He Teminds them of the last trump, and of 
the change in the twinkling of an eye, of how every
thing, even death itself, is to be swallowed up in 
victory, that is, at the coming; and hence he says, 
"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, un-
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain 
in the Lord." (1 Cor. xv. 51.) May these practical 
lessons be written on our hearts, then we shall know 
the living hope to be a practical power in our souls 
for practical sanctification; as the apostle John says, 
"Every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth 
himself, even as He is pure." (1 John iii. 3.) Thus the 
purifying power of this blessed hope is seen ; and surely 
the result of it is, that if by God's rich grace we see 
we are saved from sin, from death, from the evil of 
this present age, and brought to God and to Christ to 
wait for the call that shall bid us meet Him in the 
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air, surely it is for us to come out and yield ourselves 
practically, spirit, soul, and body, to God, knowing that 
when He comes He will approve that which has been 
done in His name, and for His glory. Brethren, may 
our spirits, souls, and bodies be thus sanctified in hope 
of the glory about to be revealed, even the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 



XII. 

LOOKING FOR CHRIST: THE CHURCH'S ATTITUDE. 

BY J. Q. McVICKEE. 

IN dealing with such subjects as we have had before 
us at these meetings, there is nothing that we need 
more than reality. " Putting away lying, speak every 
man truth with his neighbour." We were singing last 
night— 

" My heart, my heart is longing 
To be with Him evermore." 

And one could hardly help asking oneself, "Novr, if my 
heart were opened up right in the presence of God as 
I am singing, would those words be seen to be true ?" 
Are we in our inmost hearts really longing for the 
coming back of the Lord Jesus? A man gets news 
that his only son is coming back from India; he hears 
that the vessel has passed a certain lighthouse on the 
coast, and may hourly be expected in port. One knows 
what that father means when he says that he is loolting 
for the return of his son. Every hour of the day he is 
looking out for his coming. So we are commanded to 
look for the appearing of our Lord. But are we doing 
it ? Don't we often need to pull ourselves up through 
the course of a day, and enquire of ourselves, " Come, 
now, am I a hypocrite? Am I learning the worldly 
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fashion of saying things and not meaning them; saying 
that I am looking for the coming back of the Son of 
God from heaven, when it would terribly surprise and 
disconcert me if He came1?" The Lord make us real to 
the core of our hearts ! 

I. W H E N are we expecting Jesus to come 1 I sup
pose it would not be necessary, for the sake of any who 
are here, to go into the question of our Lord's coming 
before the millennium; for I daresay that we are all of 
one mind on that subject. Some of us remember when 
we thought differently; but when we began to examine 
God's word with opened eyes and an honest desire to 
give our minds up to His, we saw that our Lord meant 
exactly what He said when He told us that He would 
return, and that we were not to know the day nor the 
hour of His coming, and therefore should always keep 
watching. 

I remember that one of the first things in Scripture 
that struck me on this subject was, the mistake made 
by the early Christians about John not dying at all. 
The report went abroad that John would not die, 
because our Lord had said, " If I will that he tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee?" I know a person who 
has told me that I am not to die, but to survive till 
the Lord comes. Well, of course I shall be very glad 
if he is right, though I have no faith in anything but 
the written word of God; but if he has made a mis
take, observe, it is a mistake no post-millennialist could 
make. The very mistake that the early Christians 
made, that John would live till the Lord came, and so 
not die at all, shows that there were no Christians in 
those days who put a millennium between them and the 
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coming of Christ. They were all pre-millennialists in 
those days. And certainly throughout the whole of 
the New Testament we find the writers speaking, not 
as persons who would live till Christ came hack, but 
who might. " We which are alive and remain 
We shall not all sleep," &c. Thank God, there is no 
wide gulf between us and the coming back of our Lord 
Jesus. It may be, and I hope it will be, that some of 
us here shall live to see it without passing through 
death. Someone was saying yesterday that at one time 
he found it rather difficult to decide whether it would 
be more blessed to be called up from'the grave to Him 
in the air, or to be caught up alive. I do not think 
many of us would balance the thing for a second. I 
think, if the choice were put before us now, we should 
say at once with one heart and one voice, " Come, Lord 
Jesus, come quickly;" for that is THE blessed hope for 
which we have been waiting so long. 

There may be, and I suppose there is, a difference of 
judgment among those present as to certain points of 
unfulfilled prophecy. I daresay many godly Jews, 
when they were looking forward to the things that 
were before them, as revealed in prophecy, saw the 
sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow, 
and saw no interval between them; for example, be
tween the beginning of Psalm xxii. and the close of it, 
between Isaiah liii. and liv.; and yet between those 
two "mountain peaks" of future prophecy,.as they have 
been called, there lay the great valley of time in which 
we have been brought into the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ during His rejection on earth, and while 
He is at the right hand of God. And so some of us, 
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in looking forward to the future, see two points before 
u s ; the one is the Lord's coming to the air to take us 
to be with Himself; and the other is His revelation to 
the earth in a flame of fire to judge the nations and to 
establish His millennial kingdom. Some of us think 
there is no interval between these two points, and 
others believe that they discern in the pages of pro
phecy an interval between them, brief, it is true, but 
long enough for certain events, spoken of in Daniel 
and in the book of the Eevelation, to occur between 
the one and the other. I am sure that all of us feel 
it will be a blessed thing if it turn out that there is 
such an interval; if, for instance, instead of passing 
through " the great tribulation," we that are Christ's 
should be taken up before it, to be with the Lord, and 
look down from heaven with Him on the scenes of 
judgment passing on the earth. But if we differ, let 
us love and honour one another. Let not those who 
think that they see such an interval despise those who 
cannot see it, and let not those who think there is no 
such interval judge us who believe that there is. We 
are all loving the same Lord, and are all looking for 
the same blessed appearing; and I am persuaded that 
some who hold that certain events in prophecy must 
take place before Christ's coming are much more in 
heart waiting for that coming, practically and inwardly, 
than some of us who believe that at any moment the 
Lord may come. The great thing is, Are we looking 
for our Lord now, daily waiting for the Son of God 
from heaven ? 

II . W H Y are we looking for Christ 1 What ground 
have we for expecting" Him 1 Because if we are resting 

K 
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hopes, bright and brilliant indeed, but illusory, upon 
insufficient authority, they will only disappoint us at 
last. There is only one thing to rest on; we have the 
word of the living God for i t : " Yet a little while, and 
He that shall come will come, and will not tarry;" " I 
will come again, and receive you unto myself;" "This 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go 
into heaven." "We have the word of God, that can 
never change, to rest our hopes on. We know how 
many of God's promises have been fulfilled already. 
Why the New Testament, in one aspect of it, is just a 
record of the fulfilment of the prophecies of the Old. 
They have gone on steadily being fulfilled, and we 
know exactly where we are now in the great panorama 
of time that God has spread before us here in His book. 
We see in its pages how much has been done where 
we are, and what is being carried on now, and what is 
before us ; and seeing how much has been fulfilled, we 
know most assuredly that all will be fulfilled in God's 
own good time. " If we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also that sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with Him." Now we know we are not 
more sure that we are gathered in this hall this morn
ing than we are that Jesus has died, that He has risen, 
and that He is at God's right hand; and we are just 
as sure that He is " coming back in like manner as He 
went up into heaven." Our own experience of the 
truth of God's word makes us certain that all the pro
mises that are yet to be fulfilled shall be kept. Some 
of us have been thirty, forty, fifty years trusting 
Christ, relying upon the promises of God. Now tell 
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me, brethren and sisters, has one word that God has 
spoken disappointed you ? Have you ever relied on one 
word that God has written there and been deceived? 
There are hundreds of you here, and if there is one 
who can stand up and say so, stand up. But no. If 
all saved sinners now on earth, and those in heaven, 
were here, many of them having tried God's word and 
rested upon it in most difficult circumstances, they 
would stand up as one man and testify that every word 
they ever trusted from this book, however unlikely it 
seemed, has come to pass in their own experience. And 
here is one that has yet to be fulfilled, and we are just 
as sure that that word will be fulfilled too. We have 
not followed a cunningly devised fable; we have not 
ventured our hopes upon an uncertainty; we are rest
ing on the surest basis in the universe. There need be 
no question then of the coming. 

III . WHAT are we expecting when He does come ? 
I was singing about this in our meeting last night— 
"Lord Jesus, come, and take Thy people home"—and 
was stopped with the question, "And what are you 
expecting when He comes % what advantage will it be 
to you that you should thus desire i t?" Some might 
object to such a question that it is rather selfish to be 
thinking of what we are to get when Christ comes; that 
it is the glory and joy He will have when He comes 
our hearts should be taken up with. But, on the other 
hand, though that is true, is there not something to be 
said about what we are to obtain, even for Christ's 
sake 1 A wife likes to be fair and happy, not that she 
may rejoice in her own comeliness, but that she may 
please her husband. So the beauty and the glory that 
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we shall receive when our Lord comes will he the 
delight of His own heart. Why, think when Christ 
sees us all gathered together—us who would have been, 
every one of us, in hell for ever if He had not loved 
us and died for u s ; think when He sees us all rescued 
from death and from sin, and gathered to be with 
Himself, like Him, and reigning with Him only; think 
of the joy that will fill His heart and pour out of His 
eyes as He gazes upon the fruit of His redeeming work. 
"We do expect much when He comes. Our bodies, 
for instance, will not get tired then as they do in our 
meetings now. We shall have "spiritual bodies, that 
will be perfectly adapted for worshipping God for ever, 
and for sharing with Christ in His reign. 

I was reading Eom. viii. the other day, and I could 
not help being startled when I came to that verse, " I f 
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ." One could hardly help thinking, Have I ever 
believed that 1 If we were heirs of some great noble
man or monarch, it would be wonderful enough; but 
where did Paul get the boldness for such an assertion 
as this, that we who are dust and ashes are heirs of 
the living God 1 These words pass through our minds 
oftentimes without creating any corresponding impres
sion on our hearts. If you met a young man, a prince, 
who had a kingdom before him, you would not expect 
to find him feeling and acting like a portionless beggar; 
you would expect to see already some stamp of prince-
liness upon his character and ways. Thank God we 
have that before us. We may meet troubles and diffi
culties on the way, but they cannot make us cease to 
be children of God and heirs of God—heirs of the 
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glory that is to be revealed when Jesus Christ shall 
come. They will pass by, but this will remain. "We 
should murmur less, and grasp the world less, if we 
held in our hearts that in a little while we shall be on 
the throne with the Lord Jesus Christ; and we have 
a rational and scriptural certainty that this is the case. 

IV. And now a few words as to WHOM we are look
ing for. I know it is easy to say, we are looking for 
the Lord Jesus Christ; but oh, let us remember who 
He is that we thus so easily name. Read one description 
of Him, Rev. i. 5 : " Unto Him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath 
made us kings and priests unto God and His Father." 
John cannot name the name of Jesus without breaking 
out into this doxology. That is the One that we are 
looking for—the One who loved us in our sins; the 
One who washed us from our sins; the One who has 
made us kings and priests unto God. 

I remember some years ago reading an account of 
the entry of the German army into Paris, when that 
city, after the long,siege, was taken. The writer de
scribed the triumphant bearing and the flashing eyes 
of the Prussian soldiers as they marched into the city 
playing "The Watch on the Rhine ;" and he made 
this remark, that proud as their bearing then was, it 
was nothing in comparison with what it would be 
when they got back to Berlin, and entered the capital 
of their own land in triumph, amid the acclamations 
of the whole nation. How would the emperor feel on 
that day? With what looks and shouts of triumph 
would he be welcomed by the nation 1 But here is a 
question for our hearts to consider: How would his 
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wife receive him ? They might say, " This is our great 
emperor; this is the man who has headed our armies, 
and gained immortal fame to our nation;" but with 
what different feelings she would say, " This is my 
husband." 

There is something here that a stranger cannot inter
meddle with. What is that but a faint shadow of what 
it will be when Jesus our Lord will come'! Angels 
will be praising Him; all creation will be praising Him. 
But what shall we say to Him ? What language shall 
we use to speak to Him? I remember a dear young 
sister falling asleep amongst us in Ballymena, and I 
asked her shortly before her death if she had prepared 
the little speech she was going to make to the Lord 
Jesus when she saw Him, and she said, " No." " And 
what will you say when you see Him ?" She waited 
for two or three minutes, and at last she said, " I do 
not think I will be able to say anything. I will just 
fall down at His feet, and hold my peace." And what 
will it be, dear brethren, when we see the One that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood, and made us kings and priests unto God? Do 
any of us know what we shall say? We shall have 
crowns; but we know what we shall do with them. 
We shall take them off, and cast them at His feet 
through whose sufferings we have received them; " for 
Thou art worthy, Thou alone." 

Yes, we know for whom we are waiting. Some of 
us can say He has been with us these many years. 
Sometimes I ask people a puzzle that I once saw— 
What is the shortest way between two places? The 
general answer has been, A straight line. But the 
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true answer is this : " The shortest way between two 
places is a pleasant companion." Many have found 
that to be the case. Is that not the secret of the 
marvellous rapidity with which some of us find our 
time running out ? How short it looks since the 
beginning of this year. And what is the reason? 
Because we have had Jesus with us on the road—the 
pleasantest of all companions. How He has borne 
with u s ; how He has restored u s ; how He has com
forted us. He is the One we are waiting to see and 
to worship. Brethren, the wonder is that we can wait 
so patiently, when we remember what He has sacri
ficed and suffered for us, what He has been doing for 
us all these years, and what He will be doing for us 
for ever. And why ? Because He loves u s ; and love 
finds its delight in serving its object. His part is the 
best, though our part is a blessed one too. Would not 
one travel ten thousand times ten thousand miles just 
to look at His face when the Church is gathered to
gether, and He sees in one great look of love the joy 
that was set before Him? Thank God we shall be 
there; we shall be partakers in that glorious scene. 

Take one other answer to the question, Whom are 
we waiting for? In Titus ii. 11-14 we read : "For the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared 
unto all men, . . . . looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave Himself for us." And 
for what purpose ? " That He might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works." If any of us had a relation 
who had sacrificed his entire fortune to help us in our 
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start in life, hoping to lift us up to an honourable 
social position, and we had abused his kindness, and 
sunk ourselves into poverty and disgrace, and disap
pointed all his hopes, how should we meet him, how 
look him in the face, if he came to visit us ? 

Now, Jesus has made a sacrifice for us. He did not 
give worlds for us, or hosts of angels; He could have 
created myriads of worlds and angels by a word. He 
did not give His tears and groans for us, though 
He did give them; but, and may God help us to go 
down into the depth of the words, He gave Himself 
for us. Has His object in giving Himself been 
answered in us1? Is it being answered now? Are 
we redeemed from the power of all iniquity 1 of envy 
and evil speaking, of self-will and self-seeking, of un
godliness and worldly lusts? Has His death for us 
separated us to Himself—a people all His own? and 
for His honour made us zealous of good works ? Why 
am I standing here speaking ? Is it to exalt myself, 
or is it to exalt Him ? Why are you here ? Is it to 
please the Lord Jesus ? Why do we do this, that, and 
the other thing through the day? Lord, search us, 
and let us know for whom we are living; and in Thy 
infinite pity save us from the unspeakable shame of 
standing before Christ and finding out that we have 
spent our few days here in living for ourselves instead 
of for " Him who loved us, and gave Himself for us." 



XIII. 

T H E MYSTEEY OF LAWLESSNESS. 

BY HENBY GROVES. 

THAT which will make the time of the coming of 
Christ short and near is a loving, abiding, holy, happy-
fellowship with the Lpr<l Himself every day of our 
lives; and what makes the coming of Christ a long 
way off to many of us is because we know so very 
little of the joy of daily, hourly communion with Him. 

We all remember those three petitions that our Lord 
taught His disciples, " Our Father which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom co"me. Thy 
will be done." Brethren, if we look at the coming 
of our blessed Lord Jesus with these three mighty 
" thys" before us—thy name, thy kingdom, thy will 
—there will be no danger of our getting into the 
selfishness of our own narrow hearts, in which the 
object too often is to desire Christ to come in order to 
get out of the way of trouble! Our Lord begins the 
prayer with God and not ourselves, and thus teaches 
us how to pray. I t is God, God, GOD, that runs 
right through His three petitions in that prayer. And 
we long for the coming of Christ, why 1 Because that 
blessed, glorious name—the name of the Lord our God, 
is every day dishonoured. Oh, if we only thought of 
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the dishonour that our God gets every day from this 
wicked world of ours, till the Lord Jesus comes, and 
above all from His unfaithful people, how would not 
this prayer ascend to God, first of all and chief of all, 
" Hallowed be thy name." This book (the Bible) that 
I hold in my hand is the book of the Name, and may 
God grant that we may so realise it, to our own souls' 
life and light, and peace and joy. 

Let us turn now to 2 Thess, ii. In verse 1 we read : 
" Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together 
unto Him." I do not know that I ever read those 
precious words—"gathering together unto Him"— 
without thinking how bright that gathering will be. 
One grand thought in the minds of the early Christians, 
as taught by the apostle, was their gathering together unto 
Him. This is what is brought before us particularly 
in 1 Thess., and I dare say most will have noticed, 
that that epistle is almost exclusively occupied 
with the coming of Christ in its relationship to the 
Church — the Church's sorrows, difficulties, labours, 
and services; and in those precious five chapters we 
have five distinct ways in which the coming of Christ 
is brought to bear upon our individual Christian life, 
and upon the joys, sorrows, and circumstances of His 
own beloved Church. There is something unspeakably 
gracious in the wisdom of God, who, knowing how 
little and how narrow our minds are, how easily they 
get confused, how they muddle up God's truth, has 
given us two epistles to the Thessalonians, and not 
one, the one having reference to the believer and the 
other to the unbeliever. I say there is nothing that 
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Convinces my mind more of the important distinction 
between the coming of Christ in its relationship to 
the Church, and in its relationship to the world, than 
that, in the epistles to the Thessalonians, which bear 
almost exclusively on that one subject, God has divided 
the subject into two parts, and wants us to do so too. 
The epistles to the Thessalonians were, the very first 
left on record by the apostle Paul, and we must not 
for a moment imagine that the doctrine of our Lord's 
coming is one hard to understand. We have made it 
hard by the misleading of so-called teachers. Let us 
however keep closely to the Bible, and we shall not go 
wrong. The reason we are so perplexed is because, 
departing from the Bible, we listen to the words of 
man, and forget that God writes not for the worldly 
wise but for the little ones of His kingdom. 

The apostle continues : " That ye be not soon shaken 
in mind, or be troubled." There is no greater proof of 
the hold the doctrine of the second coming had upon 
the Thessalonian Christians than this, that the moment 
anything seemed. i.o come in between them and its 
accomplishment it shook the very foundation of their 
faith. Why ] Because Paul had built up their faith 
on the hope of the coming. The saints of Thessalonica 
were looking to be with the Lord when the day of the 
Lord came, as we read here; so that when it was said, 
" The day has come," their faith was shaken because 
they were left behind. They expected to be gathered 
up to the Lord, and therefore the expression of surprise 
in this epistle when some ventured to say that the 
day of the Lord had come. Therefore, says the apostle, 
"See that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, 
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neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from 
us, as that the day of the Lord has come. Let no 
man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not 
come, except there come the falling away first, and the 
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who 
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth 
in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 
Eemember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I 
told you these things 1 And now ye know what with-
holdeth that he might be revealed in his time. For 
the mystery of iniquity," or the mystery of lawlessness, 
" doth already work."* We do need to remember that 
there is nothing the apostle John in his epistles writes 
so much about as lawlessness. I t is not iniquity in 
a general sense; but looked at from the eye of God 

* I t is of importance to notice the corrected reading, " the 
day of the Lord," instead of " the day of Christ." I t is so read 
by codices A, B, D, 3 , &o., aad is accepted hy all recent critics. 
The change connects the subject before the mind of the apostle 
with all that has been revealed in the prophecies of the Old 
Testament, in reference to that day, and with the last utterance 
of the prophetic spirit in Malachi, which reminds Israel of the 
coming of " the great and dreadful day of the Lord;" that 
day " which shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and 
all that do wickedly, shall be as stubble." 

I t is well further to notice that the rendering "is at hand" 
is quite inadmissible, evearqicev is a past tense, and refers to 
what has become present. Alford remarks, " hl<JT-i)iu occurs six 
times in the New Testament, and always in the sense of being 
present. In two of these places, Rom. viii. 38; 1 Cor. iii. 22, 
TO ivi/TTara (the present things) are distinguished expressly 
from TO jueXXoi/Ta (things to come)." 

The definite article is needed before " falling away," and we 
must read " the falling away" or " the apostasy." 
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it is opposition to His law, and that must needs be 
resistance to His will. Now he says, " The mystery of 
lawlessness doth already work; only he who now 
letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 
And then shall the Lawless one be revealed." Oh, 
dear friends, how important it is to understand the dis
tinction between mysteries and revelations! A great 
deal of the perplexity in the minds of God's children 
upon prophetic truth is because they have not seen the 
distinction between mysteries, working hiddenly and 
secretly under false names, and false appearances; and 
revelations, when those mysteries will be unfolded, 
and out of a mystery of hidden evil will come a fully 
developed concrete form of open and avowed blasphemy. 
It is thus that the Lawless one is the outcome of the 
mystery of lawlessness that has been working 1800 
year and more. What are we, brethren, who speak for 
Christ1? Stewards of the mysteries of God. Oh, if 
believers to whom God has entrusted the gift of 
ministry only realized the solemn responsibility of 
being entrusted by' Him with His mysteries — the 
mystery of righteousness, and mystery of iniquity, the 
mystery of the church, and the mystery of Babylon, 
of which He gives unto us, by His word and Spirit, 
the understanding—I say, if we only realized this 
more how much more faithful should we be! Now 
what the Church of God needs in the present day is 
that God would of His infinite grace raise up men in 
the power of the Holy Ghost who shall know what 
the mysteries of God really are, and teach fully as they 
trace out the workings of those mysteries from age to 
age. 
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I would earnestly ask Christian men and women to 
ponder over that mighty prayer in John xvii., and not 
to think that our Lord's Prayer is broken because now 
we see everything in confusion. He prayed for the 
consummation of the manifestation of the mystery 
by-and-by, and we know that it will be so complete 
and so perfect, that John xvii. will not find a single 
letter in it unanswered and unfulfilled in that bright 
and blessed day of the Lord. 

The Book of Revelation speaks further of these 
mysteries; and oh, dear friends, there are mysteries 
that surround us everywhere, and we need, by our un
derstanding of them, to see that we are not led away 
by the deceivableness of unrighteousness wherewith 
professing Christendom is being turned aside! The book 
of Eevelation is a book of revelation and of manifesta
tion, and therefore it is that it is one in the present 
day which God's children need so pre-eminently to 
study, and to seek of God grace that they may under
stand. Sometimes it is said that the book of Eevelation 
is unpractical. Oh, friends, not practical! What comes 
of the neglect of that book1! One outcome of it is, 
that you find men denying the personality of Satan, 
and ignorant of the mysteries of Babylon that surround 
them. Why 1 Because this book is not studied, and, if 
studied, not believed; or which is the same in effect, it 
is spiritualized away. May God give us faith to lay hold 
of and cleave to the A B C of the word of God. The 
Bible is not written for learned people, or for men deep 
in theology. Who are they that understand it 1 Why, 
dear friends, those who always have done so—the babes 
and the sucklings. May we grow more like them, 
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and then we shall grow more like Christ, and he more 
helpful to one another; for the great hindrance to 
everything is pride. 

Time is passing, and others have to speak, and I will 
add no more; hut just look at some precious words in 
verse 15, which I wish to leave with you : "Therefore, 
brethren, stand fast, and hold fast." Stand fast on 
your feet; hold fast with your hands. God has given 
work for our hands and for our feet. May we stand 
fast; for God has put us on the Rock, and that Rock 
is Christ; and may we hold fast — for God has 
connected all these revelations and truths with the 
person of the Son of God; and if there is anything I 
would pray God for, it is that the thought of the 
second coming may so dwell in our hearts and minds, 
that it revolve round the blessed person of our Lord 
and Master Jesus Christ. I t will keep us very 
humble; for nobody can get lifted up with pride in 
the presence of the lowly Saviour. The Lord give us 
grace to have fulfilled in us this last prayer of the 
apostle: " Therefore, ^brethren, stand fast, and hold 
the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by" 
(note this) "our word, or our epistle." Do not be 
carried away with men's theories, interpretations, and 
thoughts, or hymen's wisdom, but hold fast the traditions 
which ye have been taught. "Kow the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself" — oh, dear young Christians, read 
your Bibles, and see how many " Himselfs " you can 
find in connection with Christ!—"the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself, who loved us, and hath given us ever
lasting consolation and good hope through grace, 
comfort your hearts, and establish you in every good 
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word and work." Everlasting consolation day by day; 
the balm of Gilead for to-morrow; the handkerchief 
to wipe away every tear, and with it all not only con
solation day by day, but the bright and glorious and 
blessed hope that lies before us. May that consolation 
and that hope fill the hearts of God's children amidst 
all their trials, temptations, sorrows, and perplexities! 
Let us remember that it is the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself who is coming, and that will meet all our 
aspirations as we continually cry, "Come, Lord Jesus." 



XIV. 

T H I S P R E S E N T AGE. 

BY K. J. MAHONET. 

I THINK, if what has been said through these meetings, 
and more especially what has been said this morning, 
has been taken into our hearts and consciences, we 
ought to have this great truth before us as resulting 
from these gatherings, that we live in the most won
derful age of all the history of God's ages-; we live in 
an age in which God's attitude towards us is teaching 
us more than men ever knew before of God's character. 
In bygone ages His people knew His wisdom, and 
they knew His power, and they knew much of His 
love; but this age teaches us how deep that love can 
reach, and therefore it is the most wonderful age, the 
age of God's long-suffering, and of His Son's humilia
tion. Shall we take this lesson away with us, and 
shall we understand what God has brought us to in 
this age, that each one belongs to the Eoyal Family of 
heaven? I t is the time in which servants ride upon 
horseback, and princes walk as servants upon the 
earth! Shall we take this great, broad, clear truth 
away with us l Then surely one thing at least will 

h 
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have "been learnt that will have practical effect upon 
our lives as we go forth from these meetings. 

In Mohammedan countries, where the succession to 
the throne is not hereditary, but passes to the eldest 
survivor, whether he be direct or collateral, of the royal 
family, it is the custom with those who are reigning to 
try and degrade, and destroy if they can, those who 
may succeed them, because they invariably hate them, 
and they would not see them come to the throne. 
Now Satan is called the prince of this age, and he is 
trying to degrade those whom he knows shall succeed 
to this place of power and royalty/ He is trying, if he 
can, to blind their eyes to the truth of their Eoyal 
birth and their Eoyal prerogatives ; and we have asked 
you to come 'here in order to try and bring before you, 
as far as we know them, the privileges and the pre
rogatives which you have, as having been already made 
members of the Eoyal Family of heaven. I know 
there is a difficulty in taking these things in because 
of preconceived notions, and many of us who have 
spoken to you here have felt that difficulty, and there
fore we can sympathise with it. In the Acts of the 
Apostles, when the chief captain of the temple spoke 
to Paul about his liberty as being a freeman, a Eoman 
citizen, he said, "Wi th a great sum bought I this 
freedom." "Oh, yes," said Paul; "bu t I was free-
born!" There are some of .us who, at much cost, 
pains, and labour, and in the face of much prejudice, 
have been led by the Holy Spirit to fight our way to 
these truths; bat there are those in this family now 
around us that are freeborn, who may come at once, not 
only into the possession of eternal life, but into the 
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conscious enjoyment of the privileges of the citizen
ship of the family of God. 

These are the blessings that God seems to have 
reserved for these last days. There are truths character
istic of each age and time, and God brings them forth 
in strong relief; just as at the time of the Reformation 
He brought forth the great truth of justification try 
faith. He brings forth these great truths in His own 
good times. They are in His Book already; but He 
brings them out again, and writes them up clear and 
plain before us now because there are great lies around, 
and because He would meet those lies of Satan by the 
very thing that can meet them, the positive truth of 
God Himself. Well, if that is the case, should we not 
try and take with us these lessons which God would 
teach us as belonging to this special dispensation in 
which we live t And should we not take .advantage of 
such opportunities as God gives us, of bringing all the 
attention that we can to bear upon them, and then 
not go away and let them slip, but compare these things 
with God's "Word, as the noble Bereans did of old 1 
They did not believe because even an apostle said it, 
but they went to the Book and searched to see if those 
things were so. And what was the consequence ? Not 
that they rejected, but that they believed them. Now 
do not let such subjects pass as if what you heard was 
the tune of some skilful player upon an instrument, 
but see if these things are so, and then you will go 
forth armed to meet the lies of Satan, because your 
faith will stand not in the wisdom of man, but in the 
power of the living God. Now this knowledge is 
necessary, because the world is going its own way, and 
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because God's children I am sure will have less and 
less opportunity as time goes on of being able to arm 
themselves against the powers of evil that are rushing 
in upon.us. 

In old Roman history we read about the Sibylline 
books, that there was a king who heard that there was 
a great prophetess, a sibyl, in his kingdom, and that she 
possessed wonderful books of prophecy which told the 
destinies of the empire over which he ruled. And so 
he went to get these books from her. They were, if I 
remember right, twelve in number, and she put a high 
price upon them, and he refused to pay it. On second 
thoughts, however, he went to her again and said he 
would pay the price; but she said, " There are but six 
now, and you must pay the same price for the six as for 
the twelve." And he said," That is out of the question;" 
and away he went again. But he thought again that it 
would be better to have the six books than none, and so 
he went back and made his offer. She replied, "There 
are but three now, and you must pay the original price 
for them;" and he was glad to take them. Just like 
that, Satan will make it harder each time that we go 
to learn these things; there will be more difficulty 
thrown in our way, more objections put into our minds; 
we shall have the heart less tender to take impressions, 
if we let the present ones pass. 

I do not say you should receive what we say now; 
but I say that you should compare these things with 
God's word to. see if they are so. Now what does 
God teach us concerning Christendom? Oh, what 
an anomaly is the very word Christendom! "What 
an anomaly it is that, among the mass of those in 
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Europe who have professed to receive the great truths 
of Jesus Christ, real Christians are the exception and 
not the rule ! And what is to be the end of it ? Just 
let me call attention to two passages in God's word, 
for I wish to draw a parallel. In Heb. vi. the apostle 
warns the Jews concerning the danger which they at 
that moment were in, of national and complete apostasy 
from the last testimony of God which had been given 
them, and which many of them had accepted, and many 
more professed to accept, the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
Well, he warns them that after all those wonderful bless
ings, those gifts of God which had come down upon 
them, all those outward blessings, those outward char
acteristics of that kingdom which Christ came to set up 
in Israel, they were then in danger of falling from that 
phase of the outward blessings into utter apostasy, and 
crucifying the Son of God afresh; and he compares 
their condition to that of a soil on which the blessing of 
God had descended. The rain descended from heaven, 
and seed was planted in i t ; and instead of bearing 
fruit such as was meet .for the care bestowed upon it, 
it yielded nothing but thorns and briers, and its end 
was to be burned. That is, that the nation was fast 
letting go every one of those blessings, and was sliding 
down those fatal rapids into that awful condition in 
which we see it now. 

There is no sight on this earth that I have seen, 
which has struck me as being so inexpressibly sad to see, 
as a Jewish burying-ground. I have seen such places 
abroad, where the Jews are doomed by the Gentiles to 
bury their dead apart. I have seen magnificent monu
ments raised, and the grand old Hebrew language in 
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writing on those monuments, and seen grand old scrip
tures quoted there; but I fear that all who lie 
in those burying-grounds shall sleep through the long 
thousand years of Israel's millennial glory, because 
"they knew not the day of their visitation." 

The prediction of the future apostasy of Christen
dom in 2 Thessalonians ii. is parallel to the prediction 
of Israel's apostasy in Hebrews. The Holy Spirit spoke 
in Hebrews, and warned the Jew in anticipation of that 
which was to come upon him. Here in Thessalonians 
the Holy Spirit warns Christendom in the same way 
exactly of the terrible apostasy into, which Christendom 
is now gliding—the mystery of iniquity almost revealed. 
The first part of the mystery is " receiving not the love 
of the truth, that they might be saved." I t is negative 
in its character. I t is just as it was in the beginning. 
When Satan spoke to Eve, the first thing was to suggest 
doubt ("Hath God said so]"), and next denial ("Ye 
shall not surely d ie" ) ; and next is the constructive 
masterpiece of diabolical iniquity, "Ye shall be as gods." 
Then he begins to build up human pride into that last 
pinnacle of ambition and rebellion against the God 
who made man. And then the apostasy will assume a 
more positive character. "For this cause God shall 
send them strong delusion, that they should believe a 
lie," and worship the future antichrist as God. (2 Thess, 
ii. 10, 11.) 

Now that is the awful warning before Christendom. 
I t is out of her that the materials will be taken by 
Satan for building up his kingdom against the kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. And there is one 
more sad and terrible truth to take with you. For Israel 
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there will be a restoration. Kom. xi. tells you all that, 
and in Heb. vi. 9 you have also a remnant spoken of, of 
whom better things could be said, things which accom
pany salvation; and they were just the nucleus of those 
who shall be gathered in when, as we heard last night, 
Israel shall be saved. Israel sleeps, but it is not the 
sleep of death; but for Christendom there will be no 
restoration when once it falls into its latter-day apostasy, 
nothing but judgment; for it will utterly reject this last 
message of God, this greatest exhibition of His love, 
this lowest humiliation of the Son of God, this most 
perfect manifestation of all that is in His heart. I say 
that apostasy from this, in the very nature of things, 
implies that there shall be no restoration, because they 
have rejected everything, and God can come down no 
lower than He has come down, asking the beggar to 
come to His own throne. There is no possible place 
left for God to take on which He can come to us more 
graciously, on which He can humiliate Himself more; 
no platform on which He can stand, to move the hardened 
heart of man, more lo*wly than that which He has taken. 
So in the nature of things, as well as in God's own de
clared word, there is no place left for restoration; and 
therefore it is that these are solemn times, and these are 
solemn subjects, standing as we do in these days at the 
very beginning of this apostasy. 

The whole world is straining its eyes towards the 
East, to see if they can conjecture anything of that 
which is to come. The Church of God is straining its 
eyes not there only, but upward ; for it knows who is to 
come, and therefore these times speak trumpet-tongued 
to all who have a name to live, and are dead, that they 
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should not trifle with these things one moment longer 
and that God's people should he as those described in 
1 Chron. iv., who had understanding of the times to 
know what Israel ought to do, and to be like those 
fifty thousand who kept rank and were of a perfect 
heart to bring back the King. 

\ 



XV. 

THE GEEAT WHITE THEONE. 

REV. xx. 

B Y J. STANCOMB. 

THESE happy and profitable meetings are drawing to a 
close; and as we have been hearing the truth of God, 
our responsibility has become greatly increased. We 
have had before us the Church's calling and standing 
in the Lord Jesus Christ in accomplishment of God's 
eternal counsel and purpose. We also have'had the 
fact of redemption through the blood of the Lamb as 
necessary to the accomplishment of that purpose. Also 
the indwelling of the Spirit as the seal of our sonship,. 
and the earnest of our inheritance. We have also had 
the coming of our blessed Lord in judgment upon this 
world, and especially upon responsible Christendom. 
The knowledge of these things has greatly increased 
our responsibility; but at the same time surely we 
have had our hearts revived, and have got glimpses of 
the coming glory. And whilst these glories have been 
unfolded to us by the Holy Ghost, we have' had some 
taste of the blessedness that this hope brings us. Let 
us thank and praise God for it. 

I can imagine that the fact of these wondrous truths 
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having been brought before us, may have produced a 
feeling of despondency in some who may be ready to 
say, " I t is high, and we cannot attain to it.' Very 
blessed and very glorious are those things; but how are 
they to be experimentally known 1 how are they to be 
practically carried out in a walk worthy of our high 
calling?" "What wo want to learn is more of our 
weakness. If by this revelation of God to us in His 
word we have been brought to feel our utter insuffi
ciency even to think any thing as of ourselves, these 
meetings have not been without profit to us. We do 
need the power of God; but in order to be vessels of 
this power, we must first know our own weakness. No 
knowledge of truth, however extensive, however ac
curate, is in itself power. If we had been raptured 
into the third heaven with the great apostle who was 
the vessel of the glorious mystery unfolded in this 
epistle, should we thereby have secured to ourselves 
power 1 N o ; when that apostle had been caught up 
into the third heaven, there was a danger, through the 
flesh which lusteth against the Spirit, of his being 
exalted above measure; and in order that the power 
of Christ might rest upon him, it was needful, not to 
increase the revelation—not, as it were, to set more sail 
upon the vessel, but that there should be a messenger 
from Satan to buffet him that he might not forget his 
weakness. And I believe that is one great need of 
individual saints, and of the Church of God in these 
days, to learn the lesson of utter weakness in ourselves. 

The resurrection power of the Lord Jesus will no 
more ally itself with self-sufficiency than will the right
eousness of God ally itself with the righteousness of 
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man. We must know not only that we are ungodly, 
but also that we are without strength. The apostle 
had to learn this lesson; that in him, that is, in his 
flesh, there dwelt no good thing. And if I may so 
speak, the price which he had to pay for the enjoyment 
of Christ's power was this, that he should he buffeted 
by a messenger from Satan, and be always delivered 
unto death for Jesus' sake, that the power of Christ 
might rest upon him and work in him; just as the two 
sons of Zebedee, when they asked that the one might 
sit on His right hand, and the other on His left, were 
answered, " Can ye drink of the cup that I drink of, 
and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with?" signifying that the place of association with 
Christ in the highest glory, was connected with first 
having participation with Him in the fellowship of His 
sufferings. So, if we would be strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of His might, let us remember that the 
power of Christ is resurrection power. " That I may 
know Him, and the power of His resurrection." And 
that power is made perfect in our weakness. Look at 
Peter; he had received a divine revelation from the 
Lord Jesus, and had confessed that Jesus was the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God. Was that in itself 
power to follow the Lord ? Mark what followed. When 
the Lord had told him of what He must suffer, he at 
once said, " Be it far from thee, Lord; this shall not 
be unto thee;" and he met with the rebuke, " Get 
thee behind me, Satan !" What Peter needed in order 
to have power, was to learn his own weakness, his own 
nothingness; and after that, when converted, he could 
strengthen his brethren. No knowledge of truth is 
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power. No mere enjoyment of truth is power. Let 
us not then mistake either of these for spiritual power. 
If we had been with Christ on mount Tahor, and, 
surrounded "by its glories, had exclaimed with the 
disciples, " I t is good for us to be here," that would not 
be power. Descending from that mount, and brought 
into contact with the power of Satan, the lesson of 
dependence upon God would again be taught us in 
the words, " Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by 
prayer and fasting." 

I will now call your attention to the Scripture which 
I have read—to this " great white throne " which we 
have presented to us in this chapter. John says : " I 
saw a great white throne." Let me remark, first, he 
saw it without terror or alarm. No expression of fear 
escapes the lips of the apostle. N o ; he remembered 
those words of our blessed Lord, " He that believeth on 
me shall not come unto judgment; but is passed from 
death unto life." He had seen his blessed Lord and 
Master, who was to sit upon the throne, hanging upon 
Calvary's cross; he had witnessed the blood that flowed 
from His side when the soldiers pierced it, and forth
with there came out blood and water. He knew that 
the judgment of that throne had been borne by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And however great the throne, 
great was the sacrifice. I t was the sacrifice of Him 
who was Jehovah's fellow, of Him who gave all the 
power and all the glory of His deity to the blood that 
was poured out upon that cross. Just as the prophet 
when he stood before the throne, as recorded in Isaiah, 
high and lifted up, cried out, " Woe is me ! for I am 
undone; because I am a man of unclean lips : for mine 
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eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts," found his 
iniquity taken away and his sin purged when the live 
coal from the altar had touched his lips. - So, when we 
look at this great white throne, we have to lift up our 
hearts with unbounded thankfulness; we have to bow 
ourselves before the Lord Jesus Christ, and say, "Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain, that has redeemed us to ' 
God by His blood." 

In that great white throne there is no terror to the 
soul that has fied for refuge to Calvary's cross, that has 
believed in the Son of God, and in that sacrifice for sin, 
the accomplishment of which was witnessed to with the 
words of His dying lips, " I t is finished;" that has seen 
the veil rent in twain, and the blood of that great sacri
fice sprinkled upon the mercy-seat of God. Do not con
found this great white throne with the judgment-seat of 
Christ, before which His servants will have to stand and 
give an account of their stewardship. There will be there 
a reward according to works, a distribution of rewards 
according to faithful service. But that has nothing to 
do with this great white throne. " I saw a great white 
throne, and Him that sat on it." Who is it that sits 
on that throne 1 I t is the One that died for us ; it is 
the One that shed His blood for us on the cross. " For 
the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son: that all men should honour 
the Son, even as they honour the Father." Do not 
confound this judgment with another judgment spoken 
of in Matthew xxv. I will not enter into details, but 
remark that the judgment there is of living nations 
upon the earth gathered before the Lord when He 
comes in His glory, and judged according to the way 
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they treated His brethren. Now we find that in the 
judgment of this great white throne the hooks were 
opened. There are many books of responsibility for 
man. There is the hook of record for those who had 
the light of nature and of conscience. Man is respon
sible for the light that God has shown in the works of 
creation. Eead the first chapter of the epistle to the 
Romans. On what ground do you find the heathen 
world brought in guilty before God 1 Not because 
they had transgressed the law of Moses, or had not 
received the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ; for they 
never had the opportunity. N o ; but that which might 
have been known of God—His eternal power and God
head—were manifest to them in the works of creation. 
" For the heavens declare the glory of the Lord," &c. 
Had they been guided by the teachings of the volume 
of nature, they never would have been guilty of the 
idolatry and awful moral depravity into which they 
fell; so that they are without excuse. Therefore they 
will be judged from the book of nature which they 
have had. 

There is a record of the conscience. " For when the 
Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things 
contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law 
unto themselves: which show the work of the lawwritten 
in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and 
their thoughts the meanwhile accusing or else excusing 
one another." In addition to this there is the book of 
the law for those who have sinned in the law; and the 
word of Christ which will judge those who have heard 
and not received it. Who is there here that has not 
known what it is to have a guilty conscience ? Oh, you 
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cannot stand before that great white throne! You need 
to be purged with the precious blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ; for if you were to stand there the judgment would 
be upon the ground of your works. And with reference 
to that the psalmist says: "And enter not into judgment 
with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no man living 
be justified." There is only, one thing that can save 
you, and that is the precious blood of the Lamb, which 
cleanseth from all sin. 

Now let us remark, Who are they that are judged 
before this great white throne 1 We read in Eev. xxi. 
7, 8, " H e that overcometh shall inherit all things; 
and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. But 
the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake 
which burnetii with fire and brimstone: which is the 
second death." Now who are the fearful ? Not those 
of little faith; not those that have come to Christ 
with a trembling heart. I t is the.cowardly—those, 
for example, who through fear of man confess not the 
Lord Jesus Christ. We must confess Him. God does 
not give a light to be put under a bushel, but to be set 
on a lamp-stand, that it may give light to all that are 
in the house. We read in the Eevelation that those 
who through fear of the beast bow down to worship his 
image shall drink of the cup of the wrath of God without 
mixture, and the smoke of their torments will ascend 
up for ever and ever. Satan is trying to veil this great 
white throne from the eyes of men. He is seeking to 
make man believe that it is a lie, that there is no such 
thing as the lake of fire. He tells them that man will 



176 THE COMING OF THE LORD. 

pass out of existence, and will cease to be. But death, 
as the termination of this life, is not cessation of exist
ence. Witness the rich man after that he was buried, 
lifting up his eyes in hell. Witness the guilty inhabi
tants of Sodom "suffering the vengeance of eternal fire." 
There is no ground whatever for this denial of the ever
lasting judgment of the ungodly. 

God is about to show forth the riches of His glory 
in the vessels of mercy, and the greatness of His 
power and wrath in the vessels of wrath, endured 
in much longsuffering. But just as the boards of 
shittim wood of the tabernacle in the wilderness would 
not have sustained the weight of gold, and silver, and 
precious stones that overlaid the temple, there must 
be a massive building to sustain the enormous weight; 
and so the exceeding and eternal weight of glory de
mands a vessel suited to it. It demands a body of 
incorruption in order to sustain it. 

Now mark, the second death is the lake of fire, 
" Death and hades are cast into the lake of fire." This 
is the second death. It is appointed unto man once to 
die, and after that comes the judgment of the great 
white throne. Those who reject Christ, those who 
refuse to be reconciled to God through the blood of 
His dear Son—God's justice demands it, the glory of 
Christ demands it—shall have to stand before that 
great white throne, and hear the awful sentence which 
consigns them to the lake of fire. 



XVI. 

"SURELY I COME QUICKLY." 

BY HBNBY DYER. 

I HAVE no purpose to hold you longer than shall 
deepen, if God mil, in your hearts, dear unsaved ones, 
the mercy that even now would pluck you from hell, 
and set you with Jesus on His throne; nor have I any 
desire to hold the attention of fellow-saints longer than 
to help them to bear a testimony for Him who is still 
on the Father's throne, and is coming soon. 

There are two applications of the book of Revelation 
in the last passage of that book—Rev. xxii. 6 to end. 
The one is to the saints; the other to the unsaved. 
To the saints the word is, "Behold, I come quickly." 
To the unsaved it is, " Let him that is athirst come; 
and whosoever will, let him take the water of life 
freely." To the former the response is, "The Spirit 
and the bride say, Come;" and it adds, "And let him 
that heareth say, Come." Oh, children of God, if we 
go from our three days' meetings, and everyone lives a 
life that has in it the cry of " Come, Lord Jesus," then 
indeed shall we have been blessed by these gatherings. 
Oh that every saint here present might henceforth be 
a beaming light of the coming, and a sounding voice 
of it! The Spirit delights to lead the bride to say, Come. 

M 
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We ought to part as fellow-saints after the manner 
in which this precious chapter closes. We may not 
meet again on earth; and I might make bold to say 
that we certainly shall not ALL thus meet again "ti l l 
He come." What then ought I last of all to say to 
you, dear fellow-saint, and you to me, if we do not 
meet again till He come? Should it not be the last 
word of our blessed Lord in this book of Eevelation, 
" Surely I come quickly 1" Oh, child of God, let our 
ear catch and keep that thrice-repeated word in this 
chapter, "Quickly," "QUICKLY," "QUICKLY." As 
if to give power and permanence to this word in all 
our waiting hearts, our Lord has not only kept silence 
since He spoke it, but what a long silence it has been! 
Why it is now eighteen hundred years since our 
blessed Lord Jesus shone through this air His sun-like 
countenance, and since He showed His all-glorious 
person ! Eighteen hundred years since this undulating 
air brought upon it the echoes of His dear voice! How 
long He has, as. it were, hid Himself! how long He 
has kept silence ! And what did He last say ? for we 
treasure the last words we can remember of those 
whom we love. " Surely I come quickly. Amen," 
were His last words; and we don't expect to hear Him 
say another word till we hoar the shout. which will 
gather us around His throne; nor do we expect to see 
His beaming wondrous eyes again till in one glad 
moment we see Him as He is, and are " for ever with 
the Lord." 

And remember, it is the nearness to us of His 
coming that we so deeply need to have kept in our 
view. Suffer me to repeat this to you. We deeply 
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need to know the blessed nearness of that coming. Do 
you know why we are in danger, on this point? 
Because, after we leave this meeting, to-morrow may 
bring us some fresh sorrow, or some new care, and 
away goes our realization of His coming into something 
dimmer and more distant than it seems to us at this 
moment. The nearness of an object has much to do 
with its importance to the eye. A very little object 
before your eye, and brought near to it, will occupy all 
its vision; but if taken away only a little distance, it is 
comparatively unimportant. Oh for His coming then 
to be kept very near! We have dwelt in these meetings 
on the love and the glory that are in that coming, and 
on the blessed things it will bring to Israel and the 
nations, as well as to ourselves. How good then, if 
we can add to all this the sense of its being very near ! 
And this will be fellowship with our Lord as to i t ; 
for to Him it is always near. How do I know? 
" Quickly," " quickly," is His word. Does it ever soem 
distant to Him ? Never! I t is eighteen hundred 
years since He thus gave utterance to His sense of its 
nearness, and it has never seemed distant to Him 
since; and it has never since then, for an hour or a 
moment, seemed dim to Him. Yet did not the Lord 
know that it would be thus long before He should 
come 1 Of course he did ; and eighteen hundred years 
is a long period even in looking back, much more in 
looking on. How then could it be to Him a thing so 
very near 1 And can we see it in this light also, and 
can we have fellowship with Him in the nearness of 
this blessed hope 1 

To answer this, let us for a moment ask what it is 
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in Him that triumphs over all the waiting season, and 
makes it to Him a thing so near 1 

First, then, it is the love of His heart that so longs 
for it that makes it near. What we love gets very 
close to our attention. He loves us. There is only 
one love in the heart of our blessed Lord Jesus at 
God's right hand that is stronger than the love He 
bears His Church, and that is His love to His God 
and Father. You remember the words of the Hebrew 
servant, " I love my master, my wife, and my chil
dren." (Exod. xxi. 5.) Ah, yes;.he loved his master 
first, his wife and children next! 

And so it is with our Lord Jesus. But, next to God 
His Father, oh, how He loves His Church! We see a 
type of it in Jacob. We are told of Jacob, when he 
loved Rachel—and it was seven years before he could 
have her—he so looked at the joy he would have in 
the object of his affection, that the seven years "seemed 
to him but a few days, for the love he had to her." 
(Gen. xxix. 20.) Thus it is that love makes, as it were, 
nothing of any waiting time; and so it is with Jesus. 
I t is the love He bears us that makes His moment of 
having us with Him seem to Him so near. 

But it is His diligence that makes it to Him a thing 
so near, as well as His love. What is He doing 1 He 
is getting ready to have us with Him. Eighteen 
hundred years ago He said, " I go to prepare a place 
for you." He is gone to build that marriage abode, and 
the diligence t>f His hands in this heavenly work, as 
well as the love of His heart, makes it seem to Him a 
thing very near. Jacob was not idle till he got Rachel. 
Did he not go and work amongst the flocks and the 
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herds, and thus prepare for the marriage 1 and this, we 
may he sure, helped to make those seven years pass 
away so quickly. Jesus is getting ready the marriage 
ahode, and every portion of that heavenly work is full 
to Him of the day of His coming. The jasper wall 
and the gates of pearl are being built for that day; the 
street of the city in its transparent gold; the river of 
the water of life, with its tree of life, so rich with 
fruit on either bank of it, all this is the work He is 
engaged on, and so occupies Him about the day of our 
being for ever with Him, that it is no wonder it is to 
Him the next event, and a thing so "quickly " coming. 
To us, alas! it is so often but of little interest, and 
only feebly remembered; but never so with Him. In 
poor mortal life below the young man who is preparing 
for his intended marriage, by furnishing the intended 
abode, is not in danger of either uncertainty as to his 
coming marriage or forgetfulness of it. How much 
more with Him whose love is so much greater, and His 
diligence as great as His love ! 

Lastly, it is eternityy ever and fully in His view, that 
makes the waiting time so short to Him. Once with 
Him, we are with Him for ever; yes, FOB EVEB. And 

in comparison with this the waiting time counts as 
nothing. This side His cross and grave, and now in 
resurrection, time has no place with Him. He became 
at once " the King eternal." All His now surroundings 
are of things for ever, and all the joy and blessedness 
and glory of that day for which He waits have " FOE 
EVEE " stamped upon them. What then to Him is 
any waiting time ere they come 1 I t is but a moment; 
yes, even " a little moment." I t was thus that Paul 
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summed up and shortened his lifetime of toil and trials, 
even to the death he knew he should die, into but a 
moment; viz., by looking not at the things which are 
seen, which are temporal, but at the things which are 
not seen, which are eternal. And if the faith of Paul 
in things eternal thus shortened a lifetime of suffering, 
and, spite of looking through all the length of the 
Church's sojourn, enabled him to say, " Yet a little 
while, and He that shall come will come, and will not 
tarry," how much more with Him who is " the Author 
and Finisher of faith"? The eternity then of His 
coming joy is a third way in which His coming is as a 
thing " quickly " to our Lord. 

And if these three things do but more fill us hence
forth— • 

(1) The heart of love for His coming; 
(2) The life of diligence with a view to i t ; and 
(3) That His coming is in a moment our eternity 

with Him; 
then our souls will overcome all obstacles, and we shall 
be always saying, " Yet a little while, and the coming 
One shall come." 

May the Lord give us all this grace, both for His 
joy in us and for our own blessing, and for a testimony 
to His praise "t i l l He come." Amen. 

J. E. Hawkins, 70, Welbeck Street, W.; and la, Paternoster Square, E,C. 



PEOPHETIC DIAGEAM. 

DIAGRAM showing outline of the course of the seventy weeks 
or heptads of years revealed to Daniel. (Dan. ix. 24, 25.) The 
break in the continuity of the lines represents the present 
interval during which the history of Israel is not counted, as 
God calls them "Lo-Ammi"=not His people. When they 
return to their own land again, and resume a national exist
ence, God will begin to deal with them in judgment; and the 
last seven years of their history is described in Dan. ix. 27. 

70 Heptads or 490 years. 



VI PROPHETIC DIAGRAM. 

CREATION 

H 
K Satan 

bound 

SI 
GREAT WHITE 

Blessing 
OF MAN. 

Judgment 

*• Cross 
Judgment 

Blessing 

Judgment 

? 

& 

0 &. p, o 

§ I 
Is-

sr 
a & 

09 

0-
ens 

- Apostasy (Satan released). 
Judgment 

— ^ — ^ THRONE. 


