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THE

BELlEVER’S PATHWAY.
“ caow IN GRACE.”

(2 Peteriii. 18.)

sap NOTHER year has passed away, the record of how
each one of us has used or neglected its priceless

” opportunities is laid up for the Judgment-seat of
Christ, there to be brought out to the light. To some of
the readers of these pages, the year that has just ended has
been the year of their new birth. With others, it has been
one more year of goodness and mercy, added.-to many previous
ones of like character, since first they tasted that the Lord
was gracious. p i

But, whether we have long known the Lord, or have but
recently been found of Him, the commandment at the head of
this page is suitable alike to all. The growth of the babe, or
of the child, is very apparent, whether we speak of natural or
of spiritual growth. But the young men want to grow up into
fathers, as the little children needed to grow into young men.
And even with the fathers there can be no standing still. The
entire exhortation, from which this commandment is taken,
reads as follows, “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge
of our Lord and-Saviour jesus Christ.” The word “but,”
with which it begins, shows that it is put in contrast with the
warning of the previous verse, “Ye therefore, beloved, seeing
ye know these things before,‘ beware lest ye also, being led
away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfast-
ness.”, So that the only way to avoid losing what we have
already-attained to, is to be continually growing in grace.

Now, if we are truly growing in grace, and in the knowledge
of the Lord, we shall certainly be increasingly fitted for His
service. We believe it would be a profitable exercise of heart
and conscience, if each one of us were to enquire how far this
was true in our own case. In a family where several -children
are at school, how eagerly the school reports are looked for at
the end of the year. What progress has each child made?
Which of them have got moved into higher classes? Who is
able to take up some fresh subject? Can Mary give up, in
part, these studies, and give her mother more help in the care

I A
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» “ Grow in G1/ace.”

j of the younger ones? Has john made such progress that he
may lay aside his school books and begin to assist his father

‘ in his business P_ All these questions are eagerly asked as the
H year draws to a close, and there is general rejoicing, both with
i parents and children, if they can receive a satisfactory answer.

V Are there not very similar questions that the assemblies of
" God’s saints would do well to occupy themselves with ? We

l count it cause for thankfulness and rejoicing if God has added
to our numbers during the year. But should we not be asking

L ourselves whether the growth of the saints, and their increasing
l fitness for the various responsibilities which growing numbers
it will surely bring, have been equally satisfactory? The apostle

Paul, in writing to the Hebrews, had to say, with sorrow, that
i they were “dull of hearing”? (chap. v. II). “For when, fir

2‘/ze Zz'm.-2, ye ought -to be teachers,” he went on, “ye have need
; that one teach you again which be the first principles of the

oracles of God.” What searching thoughts these words suggest!
As we look back over the past twelve months, does our growth

' answer to the time and opportunities graciously given to us?
W How many of the older scholars in the Sunday School have

offered themselves to take classes of the little ones? How
l many of the younger brethren have begun to open their mouths

at the open-air preaching, or in cottage meetings P How many,
either brethren or sisters, have begun to show their care

c one for another, by visiting those who are absent through
V sickness or other reasons? I-Iow many brethren have begun

H to minister the Word to the edification of the assembly? How
f many have given themselves to the solemn self-denying business
- of shepherd love and care in the oversight of the flock?
| As assemblies we shall do well to ask ourselves such

questions ; as individuals each one may profitably say, “What,
for tizeitizzza, ought I to be?” We must not be content to strike
an average, and think that all is as it should be, because, on
the whole, there is a fair supply of workers for each department
of the Lord’s service. For each one of us the first question
should ever be, “ Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do? ” And

1 for the same reason our great concern should be, “ Have I been
p growing in grace, so that the Lord could use me with joy to
l Himself?” May the Lord help us, every one, so to put to our
' hearts these searching inquiries, that we may be made deeply
it conscious of our shortcomings, and may be stirred afresh to dedi-
it cate our service to Him who loved us and gave Himself for usl
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“Lord, What Wilt Thou Have Me To Do?”
(Acts in 6.)

{OMEyears ago we had been taking part in some Gospel
services in a theatre. One Lord’s Day evening n we

r noticed a. man and his wife, who had trusted in Christ
a few weeks before, remaining behind again in the after-meet-
ing. On going to them, they said that they wished to have
some fiurther conversation, and would be glad if we would call
on them at their house. We took down the address, and the
next evening we called, according to promise, and waited to
hear what it was they wanted. Perhaps we had better give it
in the husband’s words. “Well,” heisaid, “you know we were
both saved a few weeks ago, bless God for it. After a week or
two we beganto feel it wouldn’t do just to be going to the
theatre meetings on Sunday evenings, and to nothing else, so
we thought we had better join somewhere, and we made up
our minds to take sittings at a Chapel close by, I was just
going out to take the sittings when my wife said to me, ‘ Wait
a bit; perhaps there’s something in the Bible about what folks
ought to do after they have been saved.’ I saw in a moment
that that was the right way to set about it; so I didn’t go after
the sittings, but we decided to stop behind again "the next
Sunday evening, and ask some of you to show us what the
Bible says we should do.”

Oh, how our hearts rejoiced as we listened to the simple
story. It seemed so sweet. One night they had remained
behind to learn what the Lord had done for them ; and the
next time they stopped to inquire what the Lord A, would have
them do for Him. Would to God that this second inquiry
always followed when the first has been happily answered. So
the Bibles were got out, and we turned to Acts ii. and read
verses 41 and 42, -“ Then they that gladly received His word
were baptised; ' . . . and they continued steadfastly in
the Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers.” Other Scriptures were read, bearing
on the same points, and then came the inquiry, “ But are
there any people who do like what we have been reading?”
And how thankful we were to be able to say that, through
God’s mercy, there were; and soon this dear brother and sister
had obeyed the commandment of the Lord jesus as to
baptism, and were breaking bread, each first day of the week,
with disciples who delighted thus to remember their Lord, and
to show His death till His coming again. We had not asked

3 ii if Ciiim C
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them to join anything; but it was ourprivilege to show them in
God’s own Word the answer to their question, “What does
God say we are to_ do?” So before they had become spoiled
through man’s traditions, they learned God’s way and obeyed it.

Who can tell how sweet this is to our God Himself, who
delights in obedience more than sacrifice? And who can tell
the value to the new born soul, of being led at once to see that
the commandment of the Lord must be the one reason for
every step that is taken? We want to be very careful then,
that we not only teach right things, but also» put them on their
true foundation. We fear that many to-day have been baptised
and arebreaking bread, just because those among whom they
were saved practicse these things, or because they got much
blessing to their souls among believers thus acting, and thought
they would like to join them. No wonder if such are easily
turned aside when some cause of offence arises. On the other
hand, some would keep the young believer back till he has
an intelligent understanding of the meaning of these things.
But that would no more be obedience than the other. We
expect our children to do what we bid them, éeaama we tel}
t/rem M do 2'2‘, and not because they understand its meaning and
value. And has not God a right to expect the same simplicity
of obedience from His children? Surely He has. And if we
desire that believers shall gain understanding as to the meaning
contained in God’s ordinances, let us help them to a prompt and
hearty obedience in all things; for that is the surest and the
safest way to real growth in knowledge.

_ .“ Give ye Them to Eat.”
"< N the return of the twelve from their preaching tour we

read, “_ And the apostles gathered themselves together
“ii ii unto Iesus, and told Him all things” (Mark vi. 30).
The loving Saviour, ever ready to enter into the feelings of others,
responds, “Come apart into a desert place, and rest awhile ;”
and the Spirit adds, “They had no leisure so much as to eat.”

But they were not to enjoy their well-earned repose; for,
ere they had reached, the desert place privately, many, knew of
it, and ran afoot thither out of all cities, and outwent them,
and came together unto Him. How does the Lord treat the
eager, curious crowd? Does Heresentt his intrusion on His
privacy? Ah, no! He was moved with compassion towards
them, and began" to teach them. Thus the hours of quiet and

ii 4
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repose were used up. The night drew near, and the disciples
said, “ Send them away, this is a desert place, and let them,
buy themselves bread.” But the Master replied,

“ervn YE THEM TO EAT.”
This is ever His way; ever His word to His own. This is

the responsibility that lies on the Church towards the world;
on every believer towards the sinner-—-to give them to eat.
But, Master, we have so little time--“ Give ye them to eat.”
We are tired and feeble, and our means are small and limited-
“ Give ye them to eat.” Oh I that we had a tongue of fire to
press this unrepealed commandment of v our Lord. D0 not let
us try to shift the responsibility. The word is, “Give ye ;"
not, send for some one else; but ye, yourselves, though weak,
yet give. Give, that yeur Lord’s power and grace may be
shown in using even you as a channel of blessing. Give, that
the hungry may be satisfied; and see that you take each
crumb of bread, each word of life, fresh from the Masters
hand, and that you spoil it not with your handling. Christian,
awake! Souls are perishing for lack of knowledge. Time is
flying, and even leisure time must be used in giving others. to
eat. Butt how can this best be done? To reach the people we
must go to them. True; but we want to learn the best way, that
nothing of effort may be lost. The Lord had a method and plan
in feeding the five thousand. They sat down in companies
on the gram grass ; and much may be learned from this.

* In order,‘ then, to help God’s people, we come forward with
this practical suggestion. We will devote a page of the
Believefs Pathway every month, for hints and suggestions as
to the best ways ofobeying this commandment, taking up various
branches of the subject from time to time. Thus, in February,
we propose to take up Cottage or K21‘;/zm Zlleefings ,- and we
shall beglad to receive hints and short papers, if only a few
lines, from those of our readers who are interested in this
branch of work. We trust that we shall have the heartyr
fellowship of all, in prayer, in this new departure. So may our
Lord be glorified, not only by many more yielding a happy
obedience to the command, “Give ye them to eat,” but also
by the very manner and means of doing it.

Communications should be short, written on one side of
the paper only, and addressed to the Editor of the Believer’s
Pathway, r 2 Whetley Grove, Bradford.

| _ .
, “ Give ye T/167% to Eat.” I
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CHEER FOR THE DEPRESSED.
G (PSALM cxnrn)

I \HILD OF GOD! art thou depressed and downcast
 because of the hardness of the way? Then read

and meditate on this precious little psalm of seven
verses. It shall prove, with God’s blessing, a cordial to
you, so that you shall with fresh courage go forward, and
with more simple faith cast all your care on your heavenly
Father, who careth for you. You hear on all sides the hearty
happy greetings of those around, and their joyous anticipations
of what this New Year, 1887, shall bring them. But to you
nothing is bright; you cannot see how you can be brought
through your ‘difficulties, and so these very greetings seem to
mock you. Perhaps, in the bitterness of your soul, you are
tempted to complain of your lot, and think that none ever had
such trials as yours. Wait a minute. Others, indeed most,
know what it is to be down in the valley as well as on the
mountain top. David walked along this path, so you may
learn from him. This psalm is called a psalm giving instruc-p
tion. Then sit down a moment, poor troubled soul, and listen
to what David has to tell. ,Where is he? Why, in a cave,
hiding away from Saul, who seeks his life. Not very cheering
this. What does he do? The best possible thing. He tells
the Lord all about it. Not in a general way; no, no, but tells
out each detail. He pours out his complaint, and tells God
that his spirit is overwhelmed ; that no man cares for his soul;
that his persecutors are stronger than he. But, presently, as
we read on, we find the prayer turns into praise. He begins
in ai minor -key, but ends with a note of triumph. The cry
becomes a shout. “ Thou shalt deal bountifully with me,” he
declares. What makes the change? Not circumstances; for
David is still in the cave. But now he has, by faith, laid hold
of the God of circumstances. Have you thus poured out your
trouble; told out each particular in the loving ear of your
Fatl. ;r who is in heaven? v If so, you may well exclaim, “Why
art .thou cast down, O my soul? Hope thou in God; for I
shall yet praise Him, who is the health of my countenance and
my God” (Psalm xliii. 5). Perhaps you say, “I have told
God all my difficulty, and yet I have no rest, for I can’t see
/zuw [I am to get deliverance. The New Year has no bright
prospect for me.” Ah! friend, did David know how he was
to be delivered out of Saul’s hands? No, it was enough for

T --——— _'— ' ' — I—i-I  * -|_q -||.q |
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C/seer for 2'/ze Depressed.

him that God knew. “ When my spirit was overwhelmed
within me, then Thou (net I) knewest my path.” Some years
ago we got on board a steamer to sail up one of the Scotch
lochs, and can well remember the feeling of disappointment
that came over us, as very soon we thought the sail was over.
The great mountains seemed to hem us round. “ Where is the
landing stage P” we asked. “ You can’t see it from here,” was
the answer; “ your will have to wait an hour or two.” “ But we
can’t go "much further,” we said, pointing to where the high
hills seemed to bar our path. “Wait a little,” replied our
friend; and judge of our surprise when, as we got nearer,
we saw the narrow outlet through which we quietly steamed
into broad, smooth waters beyond. We did not know the
way. No, but the captain did, and that was enough.‘ *Even
so does the Captain of our Salvation know the road along
which He leads us. “ The Good Shepherd goes first, we
follow, and goodness and mercy come behind, like footrnen to
the heirs of glory,” as one has well remarked. Ah, then, dear
child of God! be of good courage; for if our dear Lord does
not shout you up to Himself out of all your trials and sorrows
before the year 1887 has ended, depend upon it He will be
with you in every step of your journey, and you shall prove
His faithfulness all the year through. His hand shall make
every trouble bright with love, just as each blade of grass
sparkles with the morning dew. And? not only so, but your
very deliverances shall be a. joy to others; so that the righteous
shall compass you about to rejoicewith you, as you tell what
the Lord has done for you (see the margin, R.V., Psalm cxlii. 7).
Why, you never thought of that. You thought yourself too
poor, too weak, to be a help to anyone. You said, “I am only
a hindrance,” But see, casting all your care on the Strong One,
He can so deliver you that your very experience shall be a
joy, a help, an encouragement to strong and righteous ones.
And you, who learned to say in ‘dark hours, “Thou shalt deal
bountifully with me,” will soon have, on looking back, to declare,
“Thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from
tears, and my feet from falling” (Psalm cxvi. 8). So shall this
year, 1887, which now looks black and doubtful, prove bright
and joyous. y y _______L__,_ _ ,

Those who, like Ishmael, trust to bottles, are not only oft-times faint,
but they have no eye for the well which is springing close to them, even in
the dreary land.

l-l-——- - --- ‘--- —'1— ‘---*_- - —I\r-.j.
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"1 LIKE PEACE.”
OW often this is given as a reason for forsaking the

j - assembly of the saints. “ I cannot do with so much
-- bother and trouble; I think I am better out of it,”

saysa brother, when asked why he was absent from the “break-
ing of bread.” And what are you resting upon for salvation,
dear brother? “Oh, upon the finished work of Christ. "
Then stop a moment, and think. What if God had acted as
you are doing! You remember what is written in Gen. vi. 5,
“ God saw the wickedness of man that it was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually.” And again, in verse II, “The earth
also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with
violence.” Does God not delight in peace? Is H‘e not the
Godof peace 1? And what sort of ascene was that for God’s
eyes, when we compare it with what had been, when “God
saw every thing that He had made, and, behold, it was very
good”? But did God say, “ I am better out of it”? Oh, no!
It was that very scene of corruption and violence into which
God came down. It was into the midst of all this wickedness
and confusion that the blessed Son of God came, to maize peace
by the blood of His Cross. “Blessed are the peacemakers,”
said the Lord jesus, “for theyshall be called the children of
Go.d.” But the peacemakers are not those who selfishly run
away, because they hate strife. and disorder. Rather are they
those who will toil on, not considering themselves, that they
may be sharers with God in that which is dear to His heart.
When we are disposed to say that we Zzlfze peeee, let us consider
whether we mean that we like it for ourselves, whoever else
may suffer; or whether‘ we so love it that we are willing to
suffer anything ourselves, that we may help to bring about
peace where strife and confusion havebeen prevailing. Paul
loved peace; and just because he loved it, he was willing to
go to Corinth a third time. Yet Corinthiwas anything but a
peaceful place to go to. He knew that he would find there,
“debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings,
swellings, and tumults ” (2 Cor. xii. 20). But for that very
reason, as a real peace-lover and peace-maker, a true follower
of his blessed Master, the Prince of Peace, he -could write to
the saints at Corinth, “Behold the third time I am ready to
come to you, . . . and I will very gladly spend and be spent
for you, though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be

ll----i_...i___.__.. ._________ ___ - ___. ._._._____ .. __ -. .__ ___
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loved.” Then let us see to it that it is peace, and not our own
ease, that we love ; and that we so love it that we are prepared
to make any sacrifice? of our own pleasure, to help to bring it
about. And the next time we are tempted to stay away, that
we may enjoy peace, let us remember under what circum-
stances the Lord Iesus uttered the ever-to-be-remembered
words, “ It is finished I ” I

HOPE ON!
1 '“ Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, he sober, and hope to t/re

em! for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the rewelarieez cg/'_/ere.-as
Ckrzirt J’ fr Peter 2'. 13). "

OPE on! though all around be gloom,
And dark’ning still;

'” I Though trial and temptation come-—
Ill heaped on ill.

Hope on I though chill the day, and dark
The night, and drear;

Though wild waves madly toss thy barque; I
Hope on, nor fear.

Though, unknown to earthly friends,
Thy grief be great,

Bear bravely what thy Father sends _;
Hope on, and wait.

Hope on, salvation nearer is
Than yesterday ;

And nearer comes the perfect bliss ;
It cannot stay.

Rise! rise my soul to grasp “the hope,”
I Its power to prove. .
Soon thou shalt drink the brimming cup

Of perfect love.

Lord jesus, come! Thou art our Hope;
I Lord Iesus, come!

And catch Thy ransomed people up,
And bear them home.

I A. W. M.
-ifii-i———;-i .|_ _ - 1----_—||_._ __.___ -1-__-I-_; i -_ _._._ _  |
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Walking in the Spirit and jwalkingk in the Truth.

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS»

 

“ Ifwe live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit " (Gal. v. 25).

,»- ,,,, [HE previous verse to this says, “They that are Christ’s
have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.”

I ' In the sight of God, in Christ, we who believe in
Him are not in the flesh. We have been crucified, and
God calls upon .us to reckon ourselves to have died with
Christ. We live in the Spirit, and because we live in the
Spirit we are exhorted to walk in the Spirit. Our walk should
correspond with the life that God has given us. He -has given
us Christ’s life, and His Spirit to dwell within us, and we are
exhorted to walk accordingly. ,

In connection with this subject, turn to 3 john 2, 3,
“ Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper
and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. For I rejoiced
greatly when the brethren came and testified of the truth that
is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth.” To walk in the
Spirit and to walk in the truth are two different aspects of the
same thing. We are called to walk in the Spirit, and the
Spirit of God, whom He has given to dwell in us, is the power
which enables us to walk so as to please God. We are also
called to walk in the truth ,1 and it is only as our understanding
is enlightened by the truth, and our wills are subject to the
truth, and our steps are ordered by the truth, that we shall be
enabled to glorify God. No one can be said to be walking in
the Spz'r.z't if he is not walking in the me/1.

There are two important and practical subjects that I should
like to consider in the light of the above thoughts. The first is

GIVING.

Turn, in consideration of this subject, to I Cor. xvi. I, 2.
“ Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given
order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.” He had
given directions to the churches of Galatia, and they would
walk in the Spirit they must obey his instructions. He had
said to them, “ If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit.” Then to do so would be to walk according to the
directions given by the Spirit. Paul testified‘ the same thing
in all the churches, and put the same pattern before all the
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assembly, so that all might act upon the same principle, and thus
manifest their oneness. The next verse gives us the instruc-
tions of the Apostle conceming this matter. “ Upon the first
day of the week let awry one of you lay by him in store,
as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings
when I come.” Observe, that this ,_ is laying by in store
for adefinite purpose. The Lord’s work divides itself into
two orrthree difierent departments. In the Old Testament
God commanded His people to devote one-tenth of all their
substance to Him, and that was used for the support of God’s
house, the Levites who served Him, and His poor. God’s
principle is the same in the New Testament. He has work to
do, and servants to do it, and there are necessary expenses
connected with the work.‘ When Paul and Titus took their
journey they had to pay their fare, as the Lord’s servants have
to do now-a-days, although, the mode of travelling is very much
more comfortable and cheaper than in Paul’s time. We do
not read of money being given to them, but there can be no
doubt- that they were helped in this way as they went on.
Sometimes they were in straits, and at other times they had
plenty. Paul could say, “ I know both how to be abased, and I
know how to abound: everywhere, and in all things I am
instructed, both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound
and to sufi'er need” (Phil. iv. I2). Those who labour in the
Gospel have a " claim upon us. We do well, therefore, to
remember such, knowing that with such sacrifices God is well
pleased. It is also our blessed privilege to give to the poor.
The Lord says, “ The poor ye have always with you.” This is
one of those heritages that He has left to us here. He would
have us, therefore, care for such. I do not think that our care
of the Lord’s poor ones should be limited to those in our little
gathering. I believe that it is our first responsibility to care
for such, but it should not end there. It might be that the
circumstances of those in another assembly hindered them
from helping their poor brethren; they should therefore make
the need known to others of the Lord’s servants, that they
might have fellowship with them.

“ Let us not be weary in well-doing.” We are so ready to
become weary and faint in such service that the Lord would
encourage us in this blessed and profitable work. It is not
like something that is cast away and no good comes out of it.
It is like seed cast into the ground, it yields an abundant
|II|______ _ __ —- -- ——-——- ___ ______ - ' -' — --- - - —-' - ___ _;_ _--_.,____. ._
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return. When a farmer casts seed into the ground he reaps
more than he sowed. If he sows one peck of wheat, he reaps
many more. Let us, therefore, go on serving the Lord in this
way, assured that our labour is not in vain 2'22 2‘/ze Lord.

11-lit-II. \ _| —1Il|nl-III — '-',--—
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MISUNDERSTOOD TEXTS.
“ But I keep under my body and‘ bring it into subjection; lest that by any means

when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway" (1 Car. ix. 2'7).

g N this case the word used by the translators in the Authorised Version
 is undoubtedly misleading. But the mistaken use that the text is

frequently put to is far more the result of the mischievous habit of
separating verses of Scripture from their surroundings.

Without going any further back than the 24th verse, we find that the
apostle is comparing the believer's course to a race, or to one of the other
athletic contests of which people thought so much in his day.

The prize in those contests was only an olive crown, but for the honour
of wearing that quickly-fading wreath no self-denial was thought too great.
The crowns with which the Lord Jesus will reward His faithful servants
are unfading and eternal (see I Pet. v. 4). Surely,- then, we need not
wonder if we are called on to exercise constant watchfulness and care that
we may not unfit ourselves for the strife. But while this is so, and for
want of it we may at last miss the almost won. prize, our eternal life never
comes into question at all. The be1iever’s course does not end with
getting life; that is where it begins (see Iohn v. 24). Only living ones——-
saved ones—can enter upon the conflict and strive for the crown. But
those who miss the reward are not lost on that account. The illustration
used by the apostle does not give.the least countenance to such a thou ht.
The defeated runners in the race were not punished in any way, but tghey
failed to get the crown.

All this is plain enough, and it is only necessary to explain the word
“castaway,” which has perhaps helped on the mistake, though it is not
the cause of it. The word here translated “ castaway ” is literally unap-
proved or disapproved. It is exactly the same word that is used for
“approved” in Rom. xiv. 18 and xvi. Io, I Cor. xi. I9, and elsewhere,
but with “ not ” put at the beginning of it. This exactly agrees with what
has gone before. It is a' servant whose service is disapproved, and who
has therefore failed to gain the crown for which he was striving. We shall
do well to remember when the crowns are given. It is to be at the
judgment-seat of Christ; and He who will approve or disapprove is the
One who searches the hearts and tries the reins. Much that passed muster
under the eyes of men will be found wanting then, and only those whose
service was heart-service will get the crowns that He will give.

If we wall-:~ in slippery places, a very little push will make us fall. \Ve
wonder how we could have been overcome by some particular temptation.
But the reason is not far to seek. We were not abiding in the sanctuary.
“ I have loved the habitation of Thy house, and the place where Thine
honour dwelleth," wrote David in Ps. xxvi. 8, and he found that this was
also a safe place for himself, for he could add, in verse I2, “ My foot
standeth in an even place.”
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2+ Cor: iii." 14, we get this blessed o Compare the
l revised" with the authorised version; and the marked

difference will at once be-seen‘. The" R*.V.¢reads, “But
thanks be unto God, which always =leadeth us Pin triumphl in

1.

i GOD'S TRIUMPH;

C11rist,’? thus giving all the glory to your blessed Master, as the
Conqueror returning from the fight with sin and death, bringing-
Hist redeemed» ones as captives at His chariot wheels. It
recalls to mind the beauty of the figure used,’ when we‘
remember that it was " always the custom" of the victorious-
Roman 4 generals, when re-T-entering their city in triumph, to

'|

parade the captives taken in warfare behind 1:'heir"laurel-'
crowned chariot. p

Now let us examine a little more closely“ into the circum-
stances ‘ that call forth this holy boasting on the part of the
apostle Paul. The- reference is clearly to Acts xvi. 6, where
the- record listhey. “ were firbzflden of the H591}! c G/20:1 ‘to pram:/z
tize word in ‘ A3212.” Now here Paul and his companions were
evidently * bent on going to to preach, but the command-
of "the Spirit is given and instant obedience rendered. s Then
“ after they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into
Bithynia; and ‘ zke Spa??? qf _/ems mfired them vz0zf~”' (R.v;)
Here, again, were His bond-servants reminded of their cap-
tivity.» “ And passing by Mysia they came down to Troas?’
Twice had the apostle been prevented from going to‘ a i place‘
where a plentiful harvest of souls apparehtly awaited him, and
now he arrives at Troas in apparent wonder at: his 5 being -led
to a small seaport town, with no definite object in view, as far
as he could see. But now, in the midst oft all this seemingly
purposeless wandering, God reveals His purpose to His
waiting servants. The vision of the man of Macedonia appears
to Paul, and the cry, “ Come over= and help us,” makes all
plain to the apostle and his companions. “ Straightway we
sought to ego forth into -Macedonia, concluding that God had
called us for to preach the as gospel unto themr.”

Blessed work and blessed fellowship; The oneness ofmind
in the Lord ‘was ‘precious, and 7 the unswerving ~ obedience to
God's command "k‘ept“ the unityof the Spirit in the bond of
p.€3.CEi'” 01:1, sforlmore of thislvwaitingt on God to know His
mind -and will ~befor‘e~putting’~ our shandsto" the work: Oh, for
more of the - spir'~it- = of‘ the‘ lapostle’s prayer, »“ Lord, what‘ wilt
Thou have me to~ do ? ” Too often," alas,‘ the thought that
comes up in our hearts is “ My sphere of work for Christ must

I3 B
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F “ T/ze Fruit of om’ Lz}9s.”

not be narrowed, and -we rush hastily to work in the Lord s
vineyard, am‘ 49" fizllaws/ulo with .Hi'mse§'. True, God often
over-rules our failure for His own glory, but we lose our reward.

Never let us test the work we do for God by the total of
conversions, or by the numbers we preach to, but rather let us
follow" the example of Him, who, although His mission was to
“ work the works of Him that sent Him,” yet, on one occasion,
weary and footsore,,-with astone for v His pulpit and a pitcher
of water for His. text, preached to ta congregation of me, the
sinner of Sychar, at ]acob’s well. Let us be content to follow
the example of our blessed Master, and to see that our fellow-
ship with Gospel work is maintained in the same light as our
fellowship with Himself. In this way we shall be kept from
allowing our feelings and sympathies to override God’s truth,
and saints of God, gathered to the name of the Lord Iesus, will
not be found helping to build up, by their association with others
in Gospel work, the very things that they have been separated
from,-and are teaching to be contrary to the mind of. God.

“ Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman, that
needeth not to be ashamed,” is the word in 2 Tim. ii. 15; and
may it be graven deeply on our hearts, as then we shall be able
to rise above both the mistaken criticisms of our fellow-believers
and the reproach -of “ narrow-n1indedness”.from those who, like
Martha, “are cumbered with much serving.” y Then we shall-be
able to rejoice with Paul in being led by God in triumph in
Christ, and with him to say, “ We are umfo Gad a sweet savour
of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them. that perish.”-

S “THE FRUIT OF OUR LIPS.”
_ (Heb. xiii. :r5.) _

E have often read the third chapter of Iames, where
Kg.God tells us what a dangerous and unruly member

Q ~““ S the tongue is, and what terrible evil it can do ; but
have we ever noticed how much there is in God’s Word about
our -speech, how often God tells us s to avoid foolish and evil
speaking, and how, onthe other hand, I—1I1e,tElhEls us gvhat should
be the occupation of our tongues, and w at e -su ject of our
converse one with another? Indeed, so much does He say about
thismatter, that it would be impossible here to touch on half
the Scriptures which deal with it; but it is one which is deeply
important to all of us. Surely, then, that .on which God lays

‘I .
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such stress? in ‘His Word should be of " the utmost concern to
us, His redeemed people, whom He has left here upon earth
to showforth His praises; s = H p

When-we think of God’s _ infinite and matchless love to us,
our hearts are filled with thanksgiving and adoration, and we
long to give something, to do something for Him who has done
so much for -us, In Romans '1, we find‘ Godis answer to these
desires : “ I" beseech you, therefore, br,ethren,i byithe’ mercies of
God, that ye ‘present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept-
ableunto God, which is your reasonable service.” Let us ask
ourselves how we have answered that appeal “from God. if God
.want;s our hands, our feet, our whole being cforhimselij, that He
may use each member, leach power, inil His" service.» Have we
yielded our tongues to [Him Pa Though these unruly members,
when yielded to ‘Satan, are so powerful forevil, yet, thanks he to
God, when yieldedto Him, they are a stillgreater power for good.

Then, let our rtonguesgno longer‘ speak our». own <-praise, but
let them; make their boast in the I.01'(l'(I Coir? i. 31). Let
them ‘not longer -be given‘ up to zfoolish and jesting, but
ratherto givingof thanks (Ephhsv. '4)7.<‘“ = ‘FOut ‘of the abundance
of the heart the mouth *fspeaketh?’i,(Matt;*:u'i. P3'4:) ;* "Iand of just in
measure as our hearts are-filled with“the love? of t Christ, v which
passetht knowledge, shall our tongues tell "that love out to
others,and we shall seek to charms their hearts with the Saviour
we have foundso precious. Oh that wei were more and- more
thus occupied, then there would be no room? for foolish and evil
speaking.‘ We can use ourtongues, too, for sornuch help to fellow-
saints-: ‘speaking words of comfort to the aifiicted, cheering the
faint-hearted, encouraging the strong and seeking to win back
the straying ones. And, even in speaking of I our business and
the necessary things of thislife, we can 7 do it in a way that will
glorify God. -But perhaps we feel inclined to say, “Who g is
sufficient for these things? Then “let us remember that though
we have no strength in ourselves, the Lord we are strong;
for He says to us, ‘F My grace is sufficient for thee: for My
strength is made perfect in‘ weakness a”. (2 Cor. xii. '9); I God has
not sent us on a warfare‘ at our own charges; and, though no
man can tame these tongues,*God can, and He will use them for
His glory. Let us seek from Him, therefore, the needed grace
andstrength, and may the constant ‘ prayer i and desire of each
one be~—“'Let the words of my mouth,‘ and the meditation of
my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my strength and
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my Redeemer ” (Psalm xix. I4). Lastly, let us remember that
soon our Lord shall come, and we shall be caught up to be
with Him for ever, and our tongues shall for ever sing HIS
praise; it will be the was glorious subject they will be occupied
with throughout eternity. Oh, that even here below it might
be our sweetest and most constant theme; and, since eternity
will not he long enough to tell out the wonders of our Saviour’s
love, let us use the time given us here to begin on earth that
everlasting song, and, like David, let us each say, “My tongue
shall speak of Thy righteousness and of Thy praise all t/ze day
Zang”,(Psalm xxxv. 28).

ADORNING THE DOCTRINE
mm it 91 3°»)

N this chapter we have instrucfions given to aged men
 and women, also to young men and women; but what

we want lnow to consider is the instructions given to
servants. The servants in those days were bond servants, and
lthe masters absolute masters ; but the truth written is applicable
now. Most of God’s children are senvants-—.some in the ofice,
others in the warehouse, the shop, the factory, and again many
are domestic servants. There are tthree things in these verses
.that servants are exhorted to do--ctst, to be obedient unto their
own masters; and, to please them wail in all t‘Iz:':zg.r,- 3rd, to
shew all good fidelity. There are >two things they are not to
do--~they are not to answer again (or gainsay—see margin), and
they are not to purloin. The reason given by the Holy Spirit
why they should attend carefully to tthese instructlons is “ that
they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.”
What a wonderful position God has placed Christian servants
in! A place where they may adorn His doctrine, and that by
simply obeying the instructions laid down in these verses. Let
.us picture for a moment the efl'ect that the life of one who is
carefully following these instructions may have on a mistress
who has not trusted Christ. The mistress says, “ I don’t like
Mary's religion, nor this doctrine of hers. Indeed she is a very
peculiar girl; but I must say this for her, she is always obedient,
and she seems to do her very best to please me. ll have often
spoken crossly to her, but she has never answered rue back;
and I ihave certainly never missed the smallest thing since she
came to the house. I sometimes think may-the this doctrine
which Mary believes in is the right thing after all, seeing it
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makes her such a good servant.” This is all the unconverted
mistress looksvefor; and when shefinds these‘ good qualities in
one professing to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, it speaks to
her ‘heart more than all Meaty‘-‘so words could do, if her*life;did-
notcorrespond. s ‘ Christian "servants, ‘do you obey in all things
your masters ‘according to the flesh ; not with eye-service, as men
pleasers, but in singleness of heart, it fearing God? (Col. 22).
What a high v motive-there*' is for you to be obedient-y—not*sim,ply
because ‘it is your~ duty, nor because you are afraid at your
master or mistress, but that you mayadorn the doctrine ofGod
your Saviour. Again, youseek to please them well in all things.
=Why? j Becausethe One who tidied for your asks you, notto, die
*for’ Him, but to try your * very best to please your master or
mistress well in-all“things,*that sHis glorious ‘doctrine or teaching
may? headorned, “ and so made by your godly life more attractive
to some =who -have hitherto despised it. a Often a it domestic
servant has a mistress who is impatient, and speaks tcrosslyr to
ther when "she is not in! fault. ‘Her natural at desire is to apswer
back in 1" the same icross manner, and tell Cher mistress she may
took ‘out "for another 'servant.* ;But, then, -if , shefrememhers *“~*I
may Jadom ‘ the doctrine of imy blessed. Lord, who, when PI-Ife
=-was ' reviled, reviled not again,” and so for rwsakev -she doels
not answer ‘back, He “will? remember the service done Fl for His
name. and -will look upon her silence i-as something worthy of
’-Hisithariks (see 1 Peter ii. 18,19). Again, “not1purloining,bu1:
showing, all good fidelity.” One would think it was : almost
unnecessaryifor command to;be given to Christians; hut,
“alas! .»it is t verylneedful. Let "none -of us, therefore, who¢1ar"e
servants, - ever take anything T-that belongs to our master or
mistress, zno matter howl small and fapparently valueless it may
seem to ibe. 1'Would1we takeit if the one to whom it abelongs
rtswastwatchingpuse? Letius -remeniber thatGod:sees us! ?By1 not
"-yieldingito thetemptation we shall :pleas.e Him, s and =our faith»
fl.l1l'16SS and fidelity (not only to a good and =gent1e1master, but
‘also Ito a ‘froward one) will Inot fbe ifomotten. For in doing
these things .we -serve ?Lord= Christ, and we shall. receiveithe
reward of the inheritance (Col. ;iii. +24). So, =m'ter' rsenving
Him in = our lowly paths down Ahere, we shall enterma Jhigher
=ser.vice*for *-Him above, each one from :His blessed lips,
“ Well done, good and * faithful fservant: thou hast been faithfill
"over ‘a few things, "I will make thee ruler over imany "things:
enter thou intothe joy ofzthvy Lord.” .
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N; accordance with ‘the, promise we made last‘ month, we
 devote a page to hint-is as to the above. .We are glad

to have received a considerable number, many of them
of a thoroughly it useful character. “We cannot insert them all
this month, and e shall be glad of more on the same subject.

In the winter, r months, whenfi open-air preaching cannot be
carried on, itsgplace. may often be taken by cottage meetings.
If the preaching has been much, in one neighbourhood, it is
often lfound, on enquiry, that someone who has been interested
is willing to lendhisscottage for meetings, where a number who
have been roused by the out-door work are got. together, and
the -cottage, meeting proves to, be the means. of reaping the
fruit of that seed which has been sown in the preaching, of the
gospeltout of doors. _ t s i r y t ;

The speaker should be quite as careful as to what he says
in pa simall. cottage; meeting as he would be in alarge meeting.
He special opportunities ;for .- speaking. very simply and
practically, 'I while the "less formal and more personal; nature of
the ._ meetillg-. 1 should bring home to him i the fact, that to each
unsaved one there. he t is telling that which is a matter of life
and death. This more personal dealingis doubtless one reason
of the proportionately ‘large number of conversions at. cottage
meetings. s t " ~ “ e .. p

p It is sometimes difiicult. to obtain as suitable cottage. We
would point out here to ' Christians, whohave the power, their
duty and privilege in lending their rooms for .this purpose. s It
is a blessing to yourself s that the gospel should be told sin
your Ihouse. I We know those who‘, of their own experience,
could -bear witness to this. ‘Unsaved persons will sometimes
willingly, ofl'er a room, and the preaching there may lead on to
their own conversion. v . - i

These meetings afibrd an: excellent opportunity for beginners
to‘ preach the gospel. Many ‘Paste afraid to do so in tea large
room, who may have courage ‘very simply to 1 tell of the Saviour
to a few in a house. It is well for one of experience to take
with him a beginner to such work. Thus the youngChristian*is
helped, .and the meeting does not sufier ‘but gains by fit.
However, if " there is "no help, -the beginner will manage every
well by himself], if he praysabout it and trusts God.

. --— ' ‘l—|_ ——--- - ——T' " — ._ _,_ 1 ' ' _ —_:;_ __ W —_|—_ __ — -_ -__ - _ |_ —— - _
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“Therefore take no thpught, salying, ‘What shall we eat? or, Vvltatishall

WI? 'l1flI1.1~!? or, Wherewlthal sha _- we be. clothed P _. (For after all these
l1h111gS_d0 the Gentiles seek ;) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all these thmgs."-—.1l!a1't. vi. 3:, 32. ‘ ' ' '

_ | 4~ ' -. . -.;~ " r

s-s ,- 10-MORROW, “take nothoueght for sir, .
l i Norover-anxious be ;~’-’t .. -

i-——e i Thus did’st thou. say--- ‘ t
Lord, I obey, .-

And leave it all with Thee; ..
l To-morrow—+unfo1‘jeseen,i- unknown ;_

,MySaviour, befit sold i it ‘
’Tis but for me 4 " i i

_ To follow Thee, i
Wherever Thou dost go.

To-inorrow is not mine, but Thine!
On Thee, Lord, I e rely ;

i And‘ for each day .
. *' Along life’s -"way a y

Thou wilt my need, supply; -* ‘
\. I

- ' I

To-morrow 1, Well I. know, my God,
Itsburdens Thou'can"st bear 3-] , 1

Thus I may -rest, s
t Contented, l)l€3_SlI-—.-.--_.f s.
Thou makest it Thy care. ~'

To-morrow-i--»as in years gone by-y-"
Still, Thou wilt faithful be , “

']_esus, the same ‘_
p Unchanging name, 1 E

‘ My hope iS.all in Thee. _. fl
Gnnnvnn. __ ' i , W- G-
- ¢ - - i‘ '

As God’s servants, we must not abuse nor scold God’s children,
even when theyare disobedient. When Moses said F‘Ye rebels,”
he had forgotten, that he was only a servant, himself. This led
to his putting himself on a level with God—“Must i we bring you
water out of the rock?”--—and in this he robbed God of the
glory that belonged to alone. Hefailed to sanctify God
before the people; and so lost the honour of leading the people
into the promised land. i

_ __ _ '\.
" 1" I '* —"--J--—-—---—_ - '—i:'r-Ill-ll-I ' | ——-||_|_ I,-,--—-~ _
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“F R O M HOUSE TD H O U S E.” i
_ .1-‘sets xx.

‘ti E are badly in want of some one to visit "our*meet-
' ing. Scarcely ariy of the brethren“*ha\te any time;

and then no one seems to have any special gift for
such work.” With s a little variety . the ..way'.of _ expressing it,
this is one of the most common complaints we meetstwith. Now
we believe there are a great many mistakes in peoples minds
in reference‘ to this subjet:t,<and two or three of them show
themselves in the above swords. s“'.S'ome one to visit.” Why
am? Why are there not many who do it? Of course, if it is
all to beidone by one, that one would need toibe able to devote
a great deal of time to the work. Butt" the old adage holds good
here as ‘elsewhere—-“ Many hands make light work” ; and a
number who do a little eachis la much happier way of meeting
the need than when one is able to silo a great deal. In» our
Scripture calendar for this month -wehave given a number of
passages speaking of our relationship one to another, as members
of one body; We would suggest to our readers a careful study
of these passages. Not merelythe few brief words our space
in the calendar allows us to print, but in each case the whole
passage as it stands in God’s Word. The expression “ one
another ” always tells” ‘of s something mutual; something that is
not done by one side only. It speaks of love that meets love
in return; of service and care rendered, which are met by like
care and service. In r Cor. xii. =we areftaught that it is for this
very reason that God" has thus made us needful to one another;
“ that there should be no schism in the body; but that the
members should have the same care one for another ” (ver. 25).
Look, again, at Rom. xiv. 19--“Let us therefore follow alter the
things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may
edify another.” It never was God’s thought that one member
should do everything for all the rest, but that all should serve
one another. We remember once seeing an unfortunate girl
who had lost both arms and one foot. The foot that remained
had gained extraordinary power of doing all sorts of things that
it was.never intended to do; but, remarkable as it -was, it was
anything but a beautiful sight to-see the poor disfiguredecrmture.
]ust so ‘in, the body ofif Christ; As the figure of a building, "a
dwelling place for God, which rs applied to the whole ‘Church,
is applied also to each local assembly of believers ~—gathere_d
around the Lord (compare Eph. 21 with v. 22) ; so the figure of
a body which belongs to the whole Church (Eph. iv. 4, 16;), is
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also used to illustrate the responsibilities one to another of the
believers in each assembly, as taught us in 1 Cor. xii. In this,
as in many other things, the willing and true-hearted ones are
commonly left to make up the deficiencies v of others. But it is
not, we are persuaded, unwillingness or slothfulness alone that
prevents many dear children of ;God .fi'o1n-taking their share in
this blessed oare v“ one for another.” Their -shortcomings in
this respect are largelydue -I to la want of Funderstandings what
God wouldlrea-ll? have 1118111 dos 1It -is therefore the ibu-siness
of those; ;whoseeyes are opened to the importance of.=this-servi-re,
to encourage others tostep out into it. There» are -perhaps‘ two
brethremin. an assembly, who,»with a little-l time at their disposal,
do whatthey ~mn in visiting amongtthev saints. - ~1But being only
two, and. not having, much time available, they are -able to ae-
complish very. little-1-aprobably only =to take the most urgent
lzases. Now, .wh_y.should not thesetwovbrethren, havingsought
,G0d’s guidanceairr their ‘choice, slook out two others who show
some lheart;»for the work, and 150133.011 take a fresh one withlhim
week :by~week ? 2N0 doubt there would sometimes The teases
when it would ':bB necessary for tthe -two older -and more
expelienced zbrethren to 1 go together. t out for the -most part
the other plan awould meet every requirement, and [the advan-
tages gof =it are plainly to sbeseen. ,Afte1' -a time, as ~_the new
~helpeI€S tgainefl experience, there is-might be la tfurther division,
and fresh recruits might berdrawnprinto the service. if insmall
and newly-fonnedassembliess were s glonezfrom tthe first, the
dificulty of .“»2zo vane ¢z‘a»zrzlrz'z‘*"- would -never arise. "Nordoubtvthe
dificulty is -greater where-t an assembly; hasincreased in nu-mlbers,
,without~_any .such»plan+having;be_,en adopted. But even Yin such
cases there almost always fiber sometolder brethrenwho are
seeking gtvoeatercisesia godly oare. over -thezsaints. »I*f-so, they -will
certrainly taccotrxplish ifi-I-1‘ more ébyencouraging others tto tunite
with ‘them -till“ their labour, than *by trying to overtake the rwhole
thing themselves. In all, caseswhere ;God bestows special» gifts,
it is that, through llEh€II1, all the l-saints ~may'¢be perfected unto
the work of ministering (see ¥Eph. §iv. £1 2--, R.V.I), and -not that
the specially gifted ones sh011ld_ ado all r-the swork themselves.
rlflthe Lord will, we will continue subject next month.
- 

LU,'r_t_l_-Ina onoe _fo;1_nd, at _a moment of peril ‘and fear, ..when he had
need to unseen strer__1gtl1,.sitting in an ‘abstracted mood, tracing on
the table wit his finger the words, Vrvit-I Vivit I-—-“He lives! He lives!“
.- —- ____ __ _ — -—l—l-hl  _; —— - — - ____ _ ___ |----I-____ __ _ T.___ _
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of great blessing to others. I hate the very idea of begging for
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Walking in the Spirit and Walking in the Truth. I
' -
- 

I.

vnorss on an 'annRass.;—'1I.
. ., . II . | | II | I

_ _ " If we live in _t_he ‘Spirit, let us also walk in, the $pirit._”—(Ga:Z. stag).
. - - 1-. +..' -- : - . ' '

“ ET every one ofkyoui lay lbylhim in store, as God ‘has
 prospered him.” Mark, it is ‘.‘ energy one of yori,” and

I the mewure of our giving is to be “ as < God has pros-
pered” us. Do not let -Satan cheat you out of :a blessing, by
making you believe that it is scarcely worth While laying aside
such a small sum as you may-be-able to give. Mark-,-it is
according‘ to or the ability that God giveth, be it little or much;
If it is the measure in which God, would have me give, then let
me give heartily and in faith. ~We are constantly in danger of
viewing truth in a one-sided “ You are ‘ not yourown ;”
that is one side of atruth, but I will show you another side of
the . same truth. Turn to Acts av; 3, 4., s“-But ‘Peter said,
Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy
Ghost, and to keep back part of the price ofthe land ? , Whiles
it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it
not in thine ownpower? ” Peter is not condemning s Ananias
for not giving all to the Lord, but because, after ‘he "bad sold
the land, he kept back a part, whilst, at the same time, he pro-
fessed to have given the whole. I The lie and the hypocrisy were
the sin, and not the measure of his liberality. r ‘ Turn to 2 Cor.
ix. 6, 7, {F But this I say, he which soweth sparingly shall reap
also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also
bountifiilly; i Every man according as he purposeth in heart,
so let give 1; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth
a -cheerful giver.” It is not aslthough God said, *“ You must
give lit.” I If God had made as law asto what we were to give to
Him, then it would take away from us the honour of doing it It
willingly, heartily, and freely. Mark the divine principle here. L
If we give much, it is like much seed sown, it will come back
to us again; but if we distribute, little, we shall reap little. It
is a precious privilege to be thus exercised about that which _i
God calls “ the mammon of unrighteousness.” -i Even‘ that may '
be used -forHim, and accepted by Him, and become the means ,

the Lord and His work. God forbid that we should descend to

done for us, and see 1f rt 1s not a pnvllege to lay asrde a CB1'llEl.1Il
__ _ _- ——1_ - —-|l-—I-r-Il- ___ _—| |-—| -- - - |-—— - ._ —' -— ' _

any such means... Beloved, let us consider what the Lord hast“
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part of. what He may be pleased to commit to our trust, a
definite proportion of our income, according as our hearts pur-
pose for the Lord. And having done this, let us look to Him
for wisdom to distribute it so that God may be glorified in all
that we give in His name. You will finds this a blessed service.
May the Lord stir up in all our hearts a greater desire to honour
Him in this way.

9 RECEIVING INTO FELLOWSHIP.

If we are walking in the spirit and walking in the truth, we
shall be awake to our responsibility regarding any who may
seek fellowshipwith us, as gathered unto the name of the Lord.
It believe that each one of us ought to have the joy of knowing
and receiving into our fellowship all those whom God ‘brings
into our midst. If some one is to be received into fellowship,
and the Church is asked to remain for this purpose, I believe
it is a positive sin for any one to gob away, unless some other
necessary duty calls them to go. It is our duty, as an assembly
gathered unto the Lord, to know all that are received by us,
and to endeavour. to be present when they are received, and to
receive them heartily, in the Lord. H The responsibility is laid
upon each one in measure; and it shows a want of godly care
and heart interest, or else utter ignorance of the mind of the
Lord, to leave the meeting, knowing that one or more of those
whom God has received are to be welcomed into the fellowship
of the assembly, We ought to be present to join . with our
brethrenin welcoming into our midst the Lord’s own.

Our responsibility is the same regarding any that the assembly
may be‘ called by the Lord to put away from amongst them. It
is the duty of every one of us so to act in fellowship with the
assembly, that no one can afterwards say, “ THEY put him
away.” How ‘many frustrate the discipline of the Lord by
receiving into their houses as friends, and in this way having
fellowship with them, those who have been put away from
God’s assembly. These are some of the things that cause
weakness amongst us. * Beloved,let us seek to act together in
these assembly‘ matters, and to do so heartily. ‘There will
always be those who come to the front-—the guides-—and those
who will follow. But there ought to be no separating one from
the l other. H _ Rather. should we act unitedly as the Lord’s
assembly gathered into Him, owning His authority, and seeking
humbly to do His will- ~.

—| H _ - |-- _|-— , --.-,.|_ . _.___ J
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Seven “ Glorious ” Things in the Epistles.
Llnnnrv---Rom. 21. ; CHU-RCH——Eph. v.= ~27-
M1n1srRxr1'o1vi—-2‘Cor. iii. 7, 8. , Hrs Bonv‘-s-Phil. er;
Gosrm.--2 Cor. iv. 4.. Hrs, Pownn-Col i. r r.

Hrs APPEARING--TllIUS' ii. 13.

+

MISUNDERSTOOD TEXTS};
"' Fallen from 'grace."’--Gal. -:1. 4.

E are not quite sure that we are_ justified in speaking of thme words
 as a- mirrmdarrtaad text. They‘ are, at most, only a fragment of

a text; and we could scarcely say that in the way in which they
are frequently used, those who use them are misunderstanding the whole
text at all, for it is quite evident that the text itself is altogether absent from
their minds. But as these words are only to be found in the place above
referred to, and as they are in common use among some Christians in a
sensequite different to that in which the Spirit of God uses them, it may be
well to see what is their true meaning. First, -let us say ra -word as to the
mistaken use they are so often put to. If one who has made a profession
of faith in Christ turns back to the world and falls into open, flagrant sin,
he is spoken of as having “fallen from grace." Now ‘in contrast to this, let
us read the whole passage and see what connection the words stand in.
“For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to
do the whole ‘law. Christ is become of no efi'ect unto you, whosoever of you
are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. ” _

Now, here we have not to do with people who have fallen in-to open sin,
but something 'ust the opposite. It -is persons who are very scrupulous
about keeping the law, and are turning back in heart to their ‘own » ' ht-
eousness, as that which is to give them confidence with God. Truefifihey
had begun on the principle of grace. They were sinners themselves, worthy
only of condemnation, and they had accepted the provision of God's infinite
grace in the Cross of Christ. But -having begun‘ -so, they were notcontent
to stand on that ground to the -end (see chap. I -3). They thought to"
keep, by their own works, that which they had received at the first, as the gift
of God's grace. It was in this way that they were said to have “fallen from
grace.” It is the old Pharisee spirit, that made ‘it so hard at the first to
accept salvation "as a free gift, showing itself once more. Many a time God
has to sufi'er -I-Iis child, who has got into this self sufficient‘ state of soul, to
fall into _ some flagrant sin. This breaks down the self-delusion. Humbled
and ‘ashamed, the hart is "prepared once again to own the need of grace to
the end. The false boast 1s given up; and God is -honoured as the “‘God
of all-'gr'ace.‘”

JUST as coloured ’-glass imparts its own, tint to the light that passes
through it, so truth, falling upon "a prejudiced mind, is blurred and perverted.
The ample, artless, child-like spint can alone receive the Word ofGod in its
purity. Things hid from the wise and prudt are" revealed untobabcs.

_._._- _#%
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How can we make the Heart of God rejoice?
T has ever been the highest joy of the blessed Son of God

$ to make glad the heart of the Father. “ I delight to do
-- Thy will, O My-God,” was His language, asHe stepped

down from the throne, to empty Himself. of all His glory. And
the Father’s delight was in the loving obedience of the Son.
When jesus came up out of jordan, the voice from the opened
heavens declared, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.” v

Now, each believing one has been called to walk in the same
steps of obedience, an obedience springing from a heart that
delights in pleasing God. And God always, -takes pleasure in
such obedience. Let us listen to His word, “ My son, if thine
heart be wise, My heart shall rejoice, EVEN MINE ” (Prov. xxiii.
I 5). Is it not a wonderful thing to think of making God’s
heart rejoice P We are lost in wonder when we begin to think
of all that God has done to gladden our hearts 5 but it seems
more wonderful stillthat we should be able to gladden God’s
heart.

And the best of all is that this wonderful privilege is not
reserved for a special few, with great gifts and unusual oppor-
tunities. For it is not on account of our labour and toil, or
of anything we have accomplished, that God says His heart
will rejoice, but on account of the condition of our hearts.
VVhen God, out of heaven, declared His delight in His beloved
Son, jesus had as yet done nothing remarkable on the earth.
I-Ie had not healed the sick, or raised the dead, or preached
the gospel to the poor. Calvary’s Cross, with all its agonies,
was yet far ofi'. The temptation in the wilderness, with its
forty days of fasting, had not then been endured. No, the
whole record of His life on earth up to that time, as far as
outward appearance went, could be summed up in a very few
words. The Scripture only tells us that He was subject to
His parents, and that he followed His reputed father’s trade;
But God, who searches the hearts, had not failed to search
that heart; and the search never ceased to afford Him infinite
delight.

Now, we have noticed already that G0d’s appeal to us is,
“My son, let thine heart be zerz'se_;” and we might put this
alongside the words of the Lord jesus in Ps. xl. 8, “ I delight
to do Thy will, O‘ My God: yea, Thy Jaw is wit‘/zz'n~ M} kec_zrz‘.”s
Here ‘we get an explanations of whatis meant by the heart
being wise. The law of God, written within, speaks of a will

H
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that is altogether subject to God. “The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they
that do His commandments” (Ps. cxi. ro). And it is this
fear of the Lord, this holy delight in all His will, this trembling
at His word—-as a man trernbles over a. precious treasure he has
come upon, fearful lest anyone should rob him of even a
portion of it—that God calls wisdom, and that God delights in
wherever He finds it. '

We may be poor and unlearned, but that cannot take from
us the priceless privilege of making the heart of God rejoice.
The same blessed One who could say, “I delight to do Thy
will, O My God,” speaking of Himself, added, “ But I am poor
and needy ” (ver. I7). What then? did that prevent His Father
from regarding Him, and taking pleasure in Him? Surely not,
His very next words are, “Yet the Lord thinketh upon Me.”-
And ‘so it will ever be. “ To this man will I look, saith the
Lord, even to him that is poor, and of a contrite spirit, and
trembleth at My word” (Is. lxvi. 2).

How God answers His Enemies.
“My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, that I may answer him that roproacheth

me." (Prov. xxvii. 11:.)
OWhere we are taken a step further in this blessed line

of instruction. God not only seeks joy for His own
— heart in the wisdom of His children’s hearts, but He

desires thereby to have an answer to the reproaches of His
enemies. Satan is the great adversary. He began by tempting
man to distrust, and so to disobey God. He was successful,
and he has never ceased to reproach God since with fallen
man’s sinful ways. But God has an answer for Satan. When
the blessed Son of God put on the prepared body, and became
man, the devil began again at his old work. .But, oh, how
completely he was foiled this time. The prince of this world
had nothing, no part, in that obedient, trusting One. Satan
did his best in the wilderness, but he could get no opportunity
to reproach God now. The law ofGod, that was written “within
the heart” of the Lord Iesus, baffled Satan at every turn. And
God, who had searched, with infinite delight, all the secrets of
that heart, was now again to be made glad, as the perfect
dependence and equally perfect obedience of His beloved. Son
fumished a complete answer to the reproaches of the arch
enemy.

“Ii I 2.-Z1 I if I I  
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But this was only the beginning of Satan’s defeat. It was
by the obedience unto death of Calvary 12l'1at"12h6'S61‘pEI112’S head
was to be crushed. Here, again, Sataniwas endeavouring to
seduce the Truster from His perfect trust, the obedient One
from .His obedience. And here, again, Satan was utterly
defeated, and God had His complete answer to all the
reproaches of the enemy. True, in that dark and awful hour,
God could not speak from the opened heavens, as He had done
when Jesus cameup from jordan. But well did the beloved
Son know that even while the Father’s face was hidden from
Him, in wrath because of our sins, no less was His obedience
infinitely pleasing to God. ]ordan’s waters were but a type of
the real baptism, and the testimony that greeted Him as He
came up out of those waters only told Him beforehand what
would be the joy of the Father’s heart in Him, when the reality
had taken the place of the type. So -we have His own
declaration given by prophecy in Ps. xviii. I6-19. “He sent
from above, He took Me, He drew Me out of many waters.

. .. . He delivered Me, BECAUSE I-IE natronran IN ME.”
But God, who seeks in all His children the same delight that

He had in the perfect heart of the Lord jesus, desires also that
each one of us should furnish Him with an answer to the
reproaches of His enemies. Hence the appeal of the verse we
are considering, “ My son, be wise, and make my heart glad,
that I may answer him that reproacheth Me.” It is not only
Satan who always seeks to taunt God with man’s rebellion
against Him. The children of wrath carry the family likeness,
and are always ready to make much of the inconsistent ways of
the children of God. Now each one who truly fears God and
walksin Hisfear isan answer to thesereproaches. What an answer
Daniel was for God to all the men that hated God’s words. And
what an answer job was to Satan himself, after his going to and
fro in the earth, and walking up and down in it. It was not Satan
who began to speak about job to God. Doubtless he would
rather have turned to any other subject. But God spoke to
Satan about his obedient servant—“ Hast thou considered my
servant job?” asked God ; and Satan, who could point no flaw
in job’s conduct, had to try and get out of the difiiculty by
suggesting that job only served God for what he got by it.
True, God had yet further lessons to teach job, and could use
Satan’s sifting to teach s them by. But no less was job an
answer for God to Satan’s reproaches. When Satan had

Q‘
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destroyed all ]ob’s children and all his possessions, he could get
nothing from him but “The Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away; blessed be the Name of the Lord.” And when,
still further, Satan had smitten job with sore boils, from the
sole of his foot unto his crown, the only answer of this God-
fearing man was “Shall we receive good at the hand of the
Lord, and shall we not receive evil ?” After this we hear no
more of Satan, whatever God, in grace, might have to say to His
servant. just so may each one of us supply God with an
answer to the reproaches of the world and of the world’s God.
And that not by our gifts, or talents, or mighty works; but by
simply walking in His fear, so that we give none occasion to the
enemies of God to blaspheme. To trust God, and so to obey
Him, this is the wisdom that makes the heart of God glad, and
supplies Him with an answer to them that reproach Him.

_. _¢—---1 _ ---.

MISUNDERSTOOD TEXTS.
" For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of

the Lord and Saviour jesus Chrlst, they are aganl entangled therein, and overcome, the
latter end is worse with them than the beglnmng " fa Peta? ii. 20).

WHIS, like the other portions of scripture we have been considering
 from month to month, is often quoted to prove that one who has

been born of God may afterwards perish. But does the passage
really speak at all of those who have been born of God? It certainly says
that “they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge
of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,” but there may be a knowledge of
Christ which has a restraining influence upon those who possess it, and yet
is widely different from that heart-knowledge of Him which alone brings
eternal life; and it is very evident that this is all the knowledge here
referred to. In verse I8, these persons are spoken of as “just escaping
from them that live in error” (see the Revised Version, whlch gives the
correct reading), and these persons, who were just escaping from those who
live in error, are brought back into their former bondage to Slllfill lusts,
throuih the delusions of teachers of false doctrines.

Per aps there never was a time when there were more solemn examples
of what the aplostle speaks of than at present. Christadelphianism, as it
calls itself, wit its boastful pretensions and Christ—dishonouring doctrines,
has special attractions for those who have not experienced the new birth,
but are seeking to conduct themselves morally and religiously. It feeds the
pride of the natural heart, and with its great swelling words of vanity
allures those who had no true foundation. There are many similar
abominations abroad ; we only mention this one as an example. But then,
all this does not speak of the children of God at all. ‘“ It is happened unto
them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit
again ; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing -in the mire " (verse
22). The dog was a dog all the time. The sow had never changed her
nature though she had washed her skin ; she loved the mire, and her nature
was sure, sooner or later, to assert itself.

__ an - -_ or _ - _ a - _
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Shall we know One Another again in Heaven P
E expect that. many will think it almost unnecessary

to answer suchia question. Why, who would ever
'~ ‘ think of doubting it? is the almost indignant reply

that not a few would instantly give. Nevertheless, there are
many of God’s children who are doubtful on the point, and for
their sakes it may be well to enquire what the Scriptures say
to us about it. And even among those who have never ques-
tioned that they will meet and know in glory the friends they
have loved on earth, there are many who could scarcely give
a reason for the hope that is in them in regard to the matter.
It is very sweet to sing, “We shall know each other better
when the clouds have rolled away ;” but it is well to be able
to sing it with the understanding, as well as with the spirit;
and we can only do this if we know that we have the Word of
God for what we sing. '

Let us turn, first of all, to the well known and dearly loved
passage in -I Thes. iv. I 3-I8. In these days, when compara-
tively few of the children of God know that the Lordyjesus is
really coming again, to take His redeemed ones to be with
Himself, we constantly turn to this passage, to-try to convince
them of this ‘blessed fact. “Look,” we say, “what could be
plaineri’ The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with
a shout.” It is notdeath at all. Those who have fallen asleep
will be raised then ; but there will be saints alive on the earth,
and they shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, with-
out dying at all. s

All of which is most true, and we are perfectly justified in
turning to this precious Scripture tohelp to show our fellow-
saints that the Lord is truly coming again for His own. But
that is not what the apostle wrote it for. He had no need to
tell the young converts of Thessalonica that the Lord Iesus
was coming again. They all knew it full well, and so plainly
did they manifest their belief about it, that the apostle could
say that all Macedonia and Achaia could testify how these
newly saved ones had “ turned to God from idols, to serve the
living and true God, and to zc1czz'2‘ for H2‘: S012 from Heaven ”
(I Thes. i. 9, Io).

Then why did Paul write this passage in the 4th chapter -P
The answer lies on the surface; and if we had not been so
much accustomed to use the passage for another purpose, we
Could not have missed it. Some of their number had fallen
-. ___ ______ __ ,_ ____ ____ ____.___ ____L..___]

29



The Believer's Pathway 8 (1887)

The Believer's Pathway 8 (1887)

S/zoil we know One Anot/zer og'az'1e 2'12 Heaven P
g __ _ __ ___ __L__ ___ __ _ _ I. _ _ _.._|____ _ 

asleep, and they were sorrowing in consequence. Need we
ask what was the cause of their sorrow? We have heard
some suggest that they were afraid that because their dear
ones had died, therefore they had perhaps lost their portion in
Christ. But there is no hint of such a thought in the passage.
Surely had the Thessalonians been giving way to any such
Christ-dishonouring thoughts, Paul would have met them in a
‘very different way. Do we not sorrow ourselves when our be-
loved ones are taken from us? We know we do, and we
know the reason why. It is just because, for a while, we shall
no more see their faces and hear their voices. We know it is
well with them, for “absent from the body ” is “present with
the Lord.” We would not even bring them back, if we could;
but no less we sorrow at the parting. And what is the com-
fort that we ask for at such a moment? Why, just the assur-
ance that we shall meet them again. And this is the very
assurance that God, who is the “Father of mercies, and the
God of all comfort ” (2 Cor. i. 3) has appointed for those who
thus mourn. God S will bring sofa‘): ]esus those who sleep
through (or “by means of ”—-see R. V.) Him. But if we are
waiting for ]esus to come and fetch us, and God will bring the
sleeping ones with Him, we shall not only meet Him but
them also. just so, “we which are aliveand remain unto the
coming of the Lord, shall not go before (which is what the
word ‘ prevent’ means) them which are asleep.” The glorious
resurrection morning shall not only bring us face to face with
Him whom, not having seen, we love; but shall perfect all the
joy of every one, by bringing together again all whom grace
had united on earth. “The dead in Christ shall rise first;
then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
TOGETHER wrrn THEM in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” The words
that we have printed in capitals show us what is the leading
thought of the whole. They knew they were to meet the Lord;
but here they are assured that it shall be “ together wit/2 I/zem ”.
that had gone before. They were fully persuaded that they
were going to be for ever with the Lord; but now they are to
be just as sure that it will be “ so,” united to their loved ones.
“Wherefore, comfort one another with these words.” And
could any comfort be more fitting or complete? T God willing,
we willl look at some other Scriptures bearing on the point, next
I11l0I'1t .

l
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“ Be still, and know that I am “God.”
“ The waters are come in untoilmy soul.”—Ps. lxix. 1.
“They feared as they entered mto the cloud.”--Luke. ix. 34.
“ They saw no man save Jesus only.”-—Matt. xvii. 8.

- H, trembling heart, be still, be still, .
The storm-cloud but fulfils His will-—

ii I 7 To that will bow.
The sorrow comes from His dear hand ;
He knows, and thou shalt understand

Some day, not now.

His loving heart can sympathise;
Look unto Him, although thine eyes

With tears are dim.
His will zit right, His way it best,
The cloud that shuts out all the rest

Shuts ]esus in.
And ]esus with thee in the cloud,
“That though the storm be long and loud?

Thou canst not fear,
His arm is strong, His help is nigh,

r And e’en thy -weakest, feeblest cry
Will reach His ear.

And thou shalt learn the mystery
Of love that watches over thee,

To guard and guide.
Through clouds and darkness, storm and shine,
To trust His love and power divine

Whate’er betide.
]'. P.

1 _-—_— _-- - -

THERE is a great snare in talking about our own experiences.
God might challenge Satan to consider job, that there was
“_ none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man ; ”
but the moment job began to talk about his own excellence,
he went astray, and God had to humble him. Our safe plan is
always to fall back upon the grace of God, and to leave God to
justify our ways. The man who began by boasting of his own
righteousness, had to finish by saying, “ Behold, I am vile.”
Well for us if we are thus brought down from boastful talk about
our attainments. S

4._
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“FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE."
11.

E pointed out last month that it is quite a mistake
afs to suppose that brethren could not do shepherd work,

-- in the way of visiting among the flock, unless they had
a great deal of time to devote to it. But another dificulty that
is raised is the want of special gift. We believe that a greater
mistake is made on this point than even on the previous one.
If anyonethinks he lacks gift for service of any kind, it is just
this sort of house to house work that is calculated to bring out
what he never suspected lay hidden within. We fear that
people who fancy they have a special gift for visiting are often
sadly mistaken, for the supposed gift shows itself in a patronising,
oficial manner, that is sure to create prejudice.

' The qualifications for oversight work, as giver» us in
1 Tim. iii., and in Tit. i., do not tell us of gifts, but of grace
and godliness. “ If any man stretch out after oversight, he
desireth a beautiful work.” This is the exact translation of
1 Tim. iii. 1. And the first thing God takes account of in
regard to such service, is the stretching out towards it. This
speaks of a heart exercised to care for others ; and no wonder
that God calls it a oeautfiui work, -for it is just like all He does
Himself. Cain, “ who was of that wicked one,” might ask,
“Am I my brother’s keeper?” But the spirit of Cmst ever
shows itself in unselfish caring for the need of others. We
cannot condemn ourselves for not having this or that gift; but we
should certainly judge ourselves, if we find nothing in us of this
stretching out after lowly service for the welfare of our brethren.

Let us be content to begin in the simplest way. Some one
who lives in our neighbourhood is absent from the meeting.
What more fitting and natural than to call and see after them?
If we find they are unwell, the cases are very few in which our
first visit will not ensure us a welcome when we call again.
How often we hear the complaint, “I was at home ill for a whole
fortnight, and no one came to see me.” The SiII1plBSl2' call
made by a brother or sister, just out of the concern that love
prompts, would have saved the heartache that comes from a
sense of being neglected. As we said before, no special gift
is needed to make such a call a joy and a delight to the one
visited. Oftentimes we should get a rich blessing ourselves;
and if we went in humble dependence on the Lord, He would not
fail to give us something to say suited to the need ofT a tried heart.

But the manifestation of love and sympathy is the great
thing; and while in the case of some, such visiting may not

J
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“ From House to House.”
1

P
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lead to anything further, this of itself is no small service to
render to the members of Christ. On the other hand we are
sure that this kind of work. greatly helps to develop gift for
ministry of the Word of God. ]ust as individual dealing with
the unsaved helps to make a gospel preacher, by giving
practical acquaintance with the dificulties that anxious souls
feel and the objections that cavillers raise; so this ho_use-to-
house work among the children of God helps to make a pastor,
a teacher, and an exhorter. p '

- It is the kind of service that lies most readily to our hands.
It does not need the use of a hall, or of a cottage even. Who
cannot find one hour in the week? If two, so much the
better; but one hour will do something, and the one who has
diligently used an hour in this way, will try to make it into two
before long. j

.We believe in many ways this blessed work may be
encouraged and developed. In Bible classes for young men
and young women, while it is a good thing for the teacher to
visit the absent ones, it is sometimes even better to get them
to visit one another. As the names are gone over, and absent
ones are noted, the question can be put concerning each one,
“ Now, who will undertake to go and see this one?” And
when a volunteer offers, a word or two may be added.
“ Please tell her we are all so sorry to miss her ; we hope she
is not ill. And if you should find she is getting a little
indifferent about coming, just tell her what a happy time we
have had, and say you will try and call for her next week.”

In this way a shepherd spirit may be begotten and fostered,
that shall bear most precious fruit in days to come. And as a
class in which this sort of mutual care one for another prevails
is sure to be a united class, just so will it be in an assembly
where a similar spirit is maintained. A little judicious care on
the part of older ones will go a great way in helping all this on.
“William, do you know why john S-—-- has not been with us
this morning? He lives near you. You might give him a
call, and ask the Lord to help you to say a kind word of
encouragement to him. And if you were just to look in before
the prayer meeting to-morrow evening, and bring him along
with you,_would not that be a good thing?”

We believe that this is the true remedy for the complaint of
“No one to visit,” rather than expecting the Lord to send
some one among us with all his time to devote to pastoral work.

I 33 if T C
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‘ s FABIGAIL S COUNSEL.
1 Samuel xxv. 23-33.

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS.

_,- THINK that when God gives us quiet opportunities,
€ whether like the present one or alone in our own
‘i-- rooms, removed from the pressure of temptation and
trial, to read His Word and to meditate upon it, He means us
to exercise ourselves, our hearts and our consciences, by that
Word, so that we may be prepared for the times’ of temptation
and pressure which we all have to meet, and in which we shall
need to put into actual use the lessons learned in quiet. just
as soldiers are constantly drilled day by day, learning to per-
form various evolutions with unerring precision, and to render
an instant and ready obedience to the word of command. If
they had not been trained on the parade-ground in times of
quiet to render such instant and unhesitating obedience, how
would it be possible for them to do it amid the din and roar of
battle, and face to face with the enemy?

Now the Lord has called us to be soldiers, and as soldiers
we want to be able to stand firm under the l pressure of direst
difficulties. e He has called us to yield Him a prompt and ready
obedience in the face of many trials, and if we are undergoing
no exercise, no training of soul, we are sure to fail when the
testing time comes. So the discipline of our quiet times,
when the Word and the Spirit of God search us, avails to fit us
for the conflict.

All these experiences of God’s children in Old Testament
times are written for our use, to cause us thus to exercise our
souls. They help us to place ourselves beforehand in the cir-
cumstances of temptation, and to ask ourselves-—What would
God have me to do under such circumstances? We are far too
apt to ask ourselves--What would be excusable in me if I were
thus tried? And it is just when the pressure of present dith-
culty is upon us that we are specially liable to content ourselves
with such a test, instead of honestly seeking to know what will
be pleasing to God. It is an immense gain to us, therefore, to
have the principles of God’s Word fully established in our
hearts in the time of quiet, so that it is a settled thing with us
what God would have us do. Of course, I do not mean that
we can arrange beforehand all we will do, and say, “ At six
o’clock to-morrow I will do so and so,” and so on through every
hour of the day. We cannot mark out a path for ourselves,
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but we can have firmly settled in our minds the character God
would have us maintain, and the kind of behaviour He desires
to see in us under circumstances of provocation and trial.
With this thought in my mind, I would turn to consider the
counsel that Abigail gave to David at a time when he was sorely
tempted-to act in a way unworthy of his God.

]ust let us briefly recall the circumstances. David‘s men had
protected Nabal’s servants and flocks and herds, during the
whole season, from the depredations of the bands of marauders
that infested the country. As a consequence, when shearing-time
came, and the flocks were brought home, Nabal had sustained no
loss of any kind. David was, therefore, perfectly justified in
asking for some little remuneration, being, as he often was, in
great straits himself. But Nabal only sent a churlish refusal to
David’s reasonable request, so that David’s anger was greatly
stirred at such ingitatitude, and his first thought was to avenge
himself promptly on Nabal and all who belonged to him. It
was at this juncture that Abigail came out to meet David ; and
we may learn a valuable lesson from the way in which she dealt
with an angry man. Perhaps it will be said that she had an in-
terested motive in seeking to dissuade him from taking away
the lives of her husband’s household. That is true, no doubt.
But, although there may have been a personal interest in the
counsel she gave, yet it does not follow that the counsel itself
is any less wise or godly. y

Notice, first, the attitude of. humility which Abigail assumes
towards David. She makes no attempt to threaten or upbraid,
for her object is to win him, and she knows full well that wrath-
ful words on her part will only make him more determined in
his own anger.

Are we willing to take the same low place in dealing with a
brother who has grieved us? Granted that Abigail behaved
humbly because it was to her own interest to do so, are we
not ready to do as much when it is to our Master’s interest
that _we should humble ourselves? Abigail might, with perfect
truth, have spoken much more severely than she did as to the
sinful spirit David was manifesting _; but she was a wise woman,
and knew that her purpose would be frustrated if she only
aggravated the spirit of revenge which was in David’s heart,
so she considered how she could reach his conscience with-
out further stirring up the flesh in him.

( To lie cam‘z'rzzraa'. ) "
__ _ '____m_H_ H _-- _ 1 Ti
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HINTS AS TO GOSPEL WORK.

COTTAGE AND KITCHEN Muwrtnos.--11.~

COTTAGE Meeting is often the most suitable means
of commencing work in a new district. "Many now

’ A flourishing assemblies have been so commenced.
A week evening cottage meeting, held in the neighbourhood

of the hall where the gospel is preached on Lord’s day even-
ings, usually increases the attendance at the hall.

Out of consideration for those who, at some inconvenience,
lend a room, the meetings should be, punctually commenced
and punctually closed; and when the meeting is over all should
go away without unnecessary delay, and so leave the room free,
as it will have to be put straight afterwards.

Those who are present should, if possible, be visited at their
own homes, and a cottage meeting in this way gives sisters in
fellowship much opportunity for valuable work.

The one who lends his room can usually induce some of his
neighbours and relatives to come--as Cornelius did. P

Do not let the singing get too slow, especially if it is neces-
sary to sit to it. It is important to be careful of this. Neglect
of these smaller matters may give a bad impression of the
meeting to begin with, which has afterwards to be overcome.

Those who come should be encouraged to ofier their rooms-—
more are reached by going from one house to another than by
continuing the meetings long in the same room.

If a younger brother would simply-tell of his own conversion,
another could follow with the unfolding of the gospel. This
often gives great point to the preaching, and can better be done
in ta cottage than in a large meeting.

A brother writes to tell how his first beginning to speak for
Christ was through being asked to go on with a cottage meeting
which had been commenced by another brother who had to
leave the neighbourhood. He was made a blessing to others,
and he received a blessing himself.

If no further hints are sent us as to the above, we propose
next to take up the subject of vrstrnvo FROM HOUSE T0 rirousa
wrrr-I oosrat TRACTS. Will our readers who have any sugges-
tions to ofifer as to such work, kindly send them to us as early
as possible in the month, as we ought always to go to press by
the 7th, at latest ?-—--En. RP.

,_ _ ___- ,___ 7 _ ___ _
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“THAT NO MAN TAKE THY CRO“/N."
Rev. 1:.

“ _,-,\HALL we ever all weara crown?” asks the hymn ; and
grace enables us to answer, “If not on earth, in
heaven, we shall all wear a crown.” For we are a

Wye! priesthood (see r Pet, ii. 9), and it is for that reason that
the four-and-twenty elders of Rev. iv. wear white raiment and
crowns of gold upon their heads. These four-and-twenty
represent the whole of the redeemed. Their white raiment
tells of their priestly character, while the crowns of gold upon
their heads remind us that they are kings as well as priests.

This crown of our common salvation we shall then, all of us,
surely wear. But there are other crowns which are the reward
of faithful service, and these crowns have to be won, and not
only won, but kept. When the Lord ]esus had spoken
precious cheering words of approval to His saints at Phila-
delphia, He added this word of caution, “ Hold that fast
which thou hast; that no man take thy crown.”

In turning to this much-needed word of His, our thought
is not to dwell upon the various kinds of crowns with which
our difierent kinds of service will be so perfectly recognised
and rewarded. We rather desire to draw attention to the
need of steadfastness as well as zeal, if we are to receive the
-Lord’s “ well-done” in that day. “ Demas, my fellow-labourer,”
wrote Paul to Philemon (Phile. 24). What an honourable title !
What promise for days to come seems contained in such a
start! But, alas! two years later Paul writes to Timothy,
“ Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world ”
(2 Tim. iv. to). Not till his own course was “finz'.rkea!,,” could
Paul say that a. crown was “laid 24;?” for him (see verses
7 and 8) 5 and so with each one of us ; its will only be when
our pathway here has been trodden to the end, that we shall
cease to need the warning, “ Hold that fast which thou hast.”

Now, there are many causes that lead to believers losing
what they had already wrought. With some it is, as was the
case with Demas, love of this present world. “You know we
are told to be diligent in business,” says a brother, who used
never to miss the prayer meeting, but seldom finds his way
there now. He is not content with the regular hours of his
calling, but is filling up his evenings with extra work, or with
classes and other studies to improve his mind, in the hope of
pushing his way up. The things he is doing, it may be, are
perfectly lawful in themselves ; but he is not honestly adjusting
the different claims on his time, and the things of God are
'—'—‘ _ I l_ ' l  § — __ _
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“ T/mt no Mart take fifty Crown.” i
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getting the go-by. Little by little this will so tell upon him I
that not only will all his evenings be absorbed, but on the -
Lord’s day he will find himself too weary to go on with his class --
in the Sunday school, or to help in the out-door preaching, or,
even at times, to get to any gospel meeting at all in the r
evening. He justifies himself in his own mind with all sorts 5
of excuses 3 but, though there betno Paul to write about him I!
to Timothy, that simple but solemn sentence tells out the L,
whole truth about him. He “loved this present world.” Mark, j
it is this present world. His eye is on the quickly fading ,
rewards of time, and he has no respect for the recompense of j
the heavenly reward. =

Some, again, are stumbled, because they have not received l
the approval of their fellow-saints. “I think some one else l
had better take my place,” says a brother who had long and H
cheerfully served the Lord and His people by looking after
the meeting-room, and seeing that fires and gas were alight in
good time. “It does not seem.as if I could satisfy any one.
There is always grumbling about something or other, and I
think it is time some one tried if he ca-n’t do better than I
have done.” Oh the need of a gentle word of warning to this
discouraged one who is on the point of turning aside! Listen,
brother, it is the Lord Himself who speaks, “Behold, I come
quickly ; hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy ‘
crown.” Oh think of it! Did we not sing last Lord’s day l,
morning, after we had partaken of the bread and of the cup :--

“ I can almost hear His footfall ,
On the threshold of the door ; l

And my heart, my heart is longing 1
To be with Him evermore.“

Then “ hold that fast which thou hast." Do fellow-saints
make a poor retu-rn for labour bestowed upon them? Perhaps A
too much of it was-done for them, and too little for the Lord
Himself, and that was just why the Lord could not let you

l

enjoy the delight of their grateful appreciation. Tell Him 1;
you were nearly letting it go. Confess the sin of it to Him.
Seek grace from Him to be content to wait for reward “till He
come ;” and as you turn back to the task you had well nigh ,
forsaken, counting it an honour to toil on only to please Him, H
there will be fresh sweetness in the words, both to the Lord
and to your own soul, when next you say, “Even so, come, ,;
Lord Iesus." A ,.!

A
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“WHOSE I AM, AND WHOM I SERVE.”
Acts xxvii. 23. ,

.'1OMETIMES, when a child of God is giving up a service
in which he had once been diligent, {we have heard it

A . remarked, “It is quite plain he never began it for the
Lord, or he would not now be giving it up.” Now we believe
this to be a very mistaken way of arguing, and not at all calcu-
lated to help the one who is ready to turn aside. God’s way is
always just the opposite. “Ye did run well, who did hinder
you ? ” is the sort of appeal that he makes to us. “Remember,
therefore, from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the
first works ” (Rev. ii. 5). God acknowledges all the good that
His grace had wrought in us, and makes that the very ground
of His appeal that we should not grow weary in well-doing.
So we would rather say to the Sunday-school teacher who thinks
of giving up his class-—Don’t you remember when you first took
that class? How earnestly you asked for guidance about it.
How- plainly you saw that the Lord would have you begin.
Now, if you truly began the work at His bidding, are you equally
clear in your own conscience that He has bidden you to cease?
You commenced it for Him ; are you sure that you are giving
it up for Him ? P

“ Ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will
of God, ye might receive the promise ” (Heb; x. 36). And
where are we to get this patience from ? Why, just in remem-
bering Him who said, “ If I go and -prepare agplace for you, I
will come again and receive you unto Myself. ’ “We are His
house, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the
hope firm unto the end” (Heb. iii. 6). Not, we are saved, if
we do this. Our life is hid with Christ in God, and nothing
can touch it there. But, we are Hik izouse if we hold fast the
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope. All is confusion
without that, for that alone can keep up in our souls the patience,
without which we cannot steadfastly’ go on doing His will in the
face of all sorts of discouragements. Unless our souls have
learned at all times to fall back upon His faithfulness, we shall
never be steadfast in our service. It is just when Paul has
struck the triumphant note of 1 Cor. xv. 57-—“ But thanksbe
to God, which giveth us the victory, through our Lord ]esus
Christ,” that he has got the necessary foundation for the exhor-
tation whichfollows : “ Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord.”
r _ _ --- _- _--T__ '*- —'l'." _ _ __._ _ - _ _

39



The Believer's Pathway 8 (1887)

The Believer's Pathway 8 (1887)

Shall we know One Another again in Heaven?
, II.

at E were noticing last month what is the special comfort
gfs t , ,, that the Scriptures offer to those who are sorrowing

over the departure of their beloved ones. That
comfort lies in the assurance, that when the Lord Iesus comes
for His own, we shall be reunited to our loved ones, and,
TOGETHER wrrn THEM, shall be caught up to meet the Lord in
the air. This precious assurance of 1 Thes. iv. gives us, then,
a very plain answer to our question. But this is not the only
connection in which we find it answered. In the parable of
the unjust steward, the Lord teaches us, among other things,
that we shall receive a welcome in the glory from those whom
we served down here. “ Make to yourselves friends by means
of the mammon of unrighteousness,.” said the Lord Jesus,
“that, when it shall fail, they may receive you into the eternal
tabernacles” (Luke xvi. 9, R.V.) That is to say, that we are so
to conduct our stewardship of the things of this life, which God
entrusts to our care, that, when these things have all passed
away, those whom we have ministered to may welcome us in
the many mansions of the Father’s house. Here again, then,
is plain evidence that we are to know one another in heaven.

For further assurance on this point, we may turn to such
passages as 2 Cor. i. 14, “Also ye have acknowledged us in
part, that we are your rejoicing; even as ye also are ours in
the day of the Lord ]esus;” or, I Thes. ii. 1:9, “ For what is our
hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the
presence of our Lord ]esus Christ at His coming?” Does not
the apostle plainly tell us that he expects to see and know, when
the Lord comes, those to whom he had been the means‘ of
blessing while here? S

No doubt many have speculated as to our heavenly and
eternal relationships in a way that the Scriptures do not warrant;
but that is no reason why we should go to the other extreme,
and doubt whether we shall even know one another in heaven.
When the Sadducees tried to entangle the Lord jesus by their
tale of the woman who had married seven brothers in succes-
sion, He did not say that they would not meet or know one
another hereafter. He simply told them that, in the resurrec-
tion, there will be no marriage tie, and that, therefore, their
difficulty fell to the ground. People talk in a sentimental way,
also, about imaginary intercourse with their departed friends
while they themselves are still on earth. This is a delusion-
and a mischievous one"-for it easily prepares the way for

k.
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S/zall we know One Another again in Heaven P

Spiritualism, with all its abominations. The reunion with those
who have gone before will be when the Lord-comes, as we have
already seen, and the Scriptures do not give the smallest warrant
for supposing that there will be any meeting before then.

But we must not leave the subject without pointing out
what is really the strongest evidence of all as to our knowing
one another in heaven. All that the Word of God says to us
about loving one another, carries with it the "pledge that our
love is not to be only for the brief moment of our time down
here. “ Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God ;
and every one that loveth, is born of God, and knoweth God
(1 ]ohn iv. 7). We have been grieved to hear children
of God say sometimes, “ Oh, I don’t think I shall care to know
any one else when I get to heaven. Jesus will be enough
for me, and I shall not want to see any one besides.” Would
it be any joy to a father’s heart to hear one of his children say
that he cared nothing about seeing any of his brothers or
sisters, because his father was all he wanted? Surely not.
The parents may rightly have the first place with each child,
but love for the parents will not cast out love for the other
children of the family. On the contrary, it is the very gna-
sion and spring of that love. And so it is in the family of od.
“ Whosoever believeth that jesus is the Christ, is born of God:
and every one that loveth HIM THAT BEGAT, loveth Him also
that is BEGOTTEN or HIM” (re ]ohn v. 1). Love, then, for
fellow-saints, has its source in the fact that they are begotten of
the same Father as ourselves. Instead of getting less, or dis-
appearing altogether, when we know even as we are known, it
will grow and increase, just as our love for God increases. Do
we expect to love God better presently than we do now?
Then, for that very reason, we shall love one another better.
“ Now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest
of these is love” (1 Cor. xiii. 13). And when that which is
perfect is come, all our joy in fellow-members of the body of
Christ will be perfect too. We need not fear, then, when the
Lord takes any of our beloved ones to Himself, to say, as
David said, “ I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me
(2 Sam. xii. 23). ,

 i|III£

Rucono all special favours, mercies, providences, and ex-
periences. Little do you know the advantages that wrll -redound
to your souls upon this.
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SOME SIMPLE THINGS
wmcr-1 no NOT occun TO EVERY ona.

' THAT coming into a meeting late disturbs some who are
present, and sometimes interrupts the speaker.

THAT late comers (if not deaf) may sit at the back with less
disturbance than if they walked to the front seats.

THAT for this, as well as other reasons, those who come
early should always occupy the front places.

THAT late comers could help the meeting more by walking
in quietly.

THAT it is not necessary for every one to look to see who is
coming in, and have their eyes alternating between the speaker
and the door.

THAT those who have to leave early should choose the most
opportune moment for doing so, and not go out just when the
speaker is anxiously seeking to put some solemn or impressive
truth before the hearers.

THAT it is better for those who know they must leave early
to sit at the back.

THAT those going out early should do so as quietly as they
can.

THAT when a meeting is announced to begin at a certain
hour, it is to be expected that those who fix the time will keep
their word. How else can it be supposed that a man means
what he says Pi

A CURE for unpunctuality is surely to be found in the
remembrance of the Lord’s presence when we assemble to
do His will.

|_ _'-w _ _ ___ _ _, ___

“Loos: therefore carefully how ye walk, not as unwise, but
as wise; redeeming the time because the days are evil.” (Eph.
v. 15-16, R.V.)
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AB1eA,1L*s COUNSEL.
NOTES OF AN ADDRESS-.

IL -
Ndealing with a fellow-saint about his faults, we should

A,,; lff do well always to ask ourselves, What is it that I really
want to accomplish? Do I only want to give him a bit

of my mind? Or, if not that, shall I be satisfied if I can
prove him guilty, and rebuke him for his sin? Or, do I want
to help him both to see his sin and to repent of it, so that he
may be restored? It is often easy enough“ for us to lay our
"finger on a brother’s sin, and in the plainest way to call it by
its real name; but will that necessarily be the best way to -get
at his conscience ? A

Nothing should humble us more than when we have failed
to lead to repentance one whom we sought to deal with about an
offence. Very often the cause of our failure is that we are not
sufficiently humbled ourselves, and that we have been more
concerned to express our own indignation about the sin, than
to help the offender to see it. So Abigail, wise woman as she
was, did not say all she might have said. She sought to bring
David -into the presence of God; she reminded him what the
purposes of God concerning him were, and how God would
surely one day raise him up tothe throne; and she pointed out
that, by acting with forbearance and grace now, he would in
that day be saved from having to think that he had shed blood
causelessly, or had avenged himself. She also brought before
him all that had been pleasing to God in his past ways, urging
this as an additional reason why he should not spoil a
testimony, which had hitherto been for God, by now acting
only to gratify himself.

It was true that David was called to be a soldier, but it was
the Lord’s battles, and not his own, that he was called to fight.
We cannot fight the Lord’s battles unless we have it firmly
settled in our hearts that He will fight ours. And how are we
to get this assurance? Why, by always going back to the
Cross of Christ, and thus learning to say, “If God be for us,
who can be against us ? ”

If we are able to leave the vindication of our character with
God, we give our hearts an opportunity to be exercised in a
godly way by our provocations and trials. Of course, we are
not likely to come into circumstances exactly like David’s;
yet most of us will have been tested in a very similar manner.
Davidis anger was aroused, because he felt that he had been

r"
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A bag-_>'aiZ’s Counsel.

treated unfairly and unkindly by one from whom he had
deserved something very difierent. And which of us is not
liable to experience just the same thing? Now, under all such
circumstances of provocation, we want to remember that we
are both the children of God and the servants of God, and to
ask ourselves how He would have us maintain our true
character. Turn for a moment to I john iii. I, “ Behold what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God.” Our first thought, in
reading such words as these, seems to be of the exalted
position we are brought into, and of all the glory we are to
inherit. But the Spirit of God leads us first of all to some-
thing very different. Look at the next words, “Therefore
the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not.”
The Lord Iesus, when He was on the earth, knew that He
was the Son of God, but He did not glorify Himself on that
account. Satan would have had Him to use His power, as
Son of God, to gain something for Himself. “If Thou be
the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.”
And again at Calvary, “ If Thou be the ,Son of God, come
down from the cross.” But jesus manifested that He was the
Son of God, not by pleasing Himself, but by doing everything
that His Father gave Him to do. How beautifully we see, all
the way through the life of Christ, the simple obedience of One
who counted upon God only for all His need, and who made
it the joy of His heart to do the will of His Father who had
sent Him. Because we are the sons of God, “therefore the
world knoweth us not.” “It does not yet appear,” that is to
say, it is not yet made manifest, “what we shall be.” God
has told us, but He does not show it to the world. God kept
silence when i]esus hung in agony on the cross; but, at last,
that spectacle of patient trust and perfect obedience wrung
from the very centurion the confession, “Truly this man was
the Son of God.” “ But we know that when He shall be
manifested, we shall be like Him.” Well, then, to know what
God would have us be now, and what He has in store for us
presently, furnishes us with the standpoint from which to view
all the daily occurrences of our lives. Let us think how we
shall look back upon them at the judgment-seat of Christ.
If God is able then to give us praise, because we have meekly
bome trial for Him, how glad we shall be that we did not
avenge ourselves.

I— _ -—- _
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A 6z;_g'az'l’s Counsel.

Now, we must take care that we are not satisfied with an
easy-going assent to what we hear, without allowing it to search
our hearts and to exercise our consciences. It is very well to
say, “What excellent advice Abigail gave David, and what a
good thing that he followed it ; ” but are we going to test our
own ways by what God has been saying to us? It may be He
will test us sooner than we think. Yes, even before we leave
this room something may be said to us that we shall not like.
How often we have been surprised by one of Satan’s ambush-
ments, and have sadly failed through being caught unawares?
Why do you think the soldiers on the drill ground go on
practising the same manoeuvres day after day? ]ust that the
ponstant exercise in their drill, and the habit of prompt
obedience to the word of command, may enable them to act
in the same way when it is no longer practice but reality.

Now, if we really want to exercise ourselves, we should
consider how God would have us behave, under what
would be to us the most trying circumstances. We are so
ready to excuse ourselves, when we have given way to tempta-
tion, by saying that we could have borne anything else. A
father loses his temper because of something said about his
child. “I don’t care what they say about me,” he says, “but
I can’t stand it when they tell lies about my girl.” A wife
excuses herself in the same way, for keeping up a spirit of
enmity, because of a wrong done to her husband. But it is
just because these are the hard things to bear that God suffers
us to be tested by them, and it is good for us to prove ourselves
beforehand, and to have it settled in our hearts, that God expects
us to show the meekness and lowliness of Christ, even under
such circumstances, and that, if we do not, we have sinned.

Besides, we want to consider theeffect of our own behaviour
upon those on whose behalf our anger is stirred. It is because
the father loves his child so much that he cannot bear to hear
wrong things said of her. But which isworse for the child
that he loves : that some one should have falsely accused her,
or that her own flesh should have been stirred up and set to
work? Satan is trying to use this provocation to lead her into
sin. The Spirit of grace is bidding her be patient under it,
and submit herself to God. Oh father! if you truly love your
child, will you rather help the wicked one to lead her astray,
or be used of God in teaching her to behave so as to please
Him? Abigail took her stand with God, and was helped of
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Om’ Hope.

God to bring David into God’s presence. We shall do well to
take her as a pattern, not only as to how we should counsel
others who are placed in circumstances of provocation, but also
as to how we should seek to deal with our own spirits, when
we ourselves are tried.

 

O U R H O P E.
p E know ’tis but a little while

4 Till Christ shall come;
A will Then we shall bask beneath His smile

In Heaven’s home.
There shall we see Him face to face,

And nought between,
And know the glories of that place

As yet unseen.
After the toils of earth below,

Sweet rest above,
After its sin, its grief, to know

Only fill" love.
Short, then, will seem this weary way,

The path once trod ;
And all our life as one brief day,

When housed with God.
Thrice blessed hope, for us in store,

That we shall share,
Fulness of joy for evermore

With Jesus there ;
Eternal pleasures always ours,

Without alloy ;
To praise Him through unending hours

Our one employ.
It may be near, it may be far,

That bright, bright day
When, burst asunder every bar,

We fly away.
Till then, oh, Lord ! we watch and wait,

Our eyes on Thee ;
Soon Thou wilt loose the prison gate,

And set us free.
GLs1vvAR. W. A. G.
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HINTS AS TO GOSPEL WORK.
i I ‘l'.-‘er E have received no hints from any of our readers, as

l to vrsrrmo FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE WITH GOSPEL
' TRAcTs. We shall be glad if any who have taken

part in such work will kindly give us the benefit of their
experience. They will greatlyhelp by sending any remarks
they have to make, as early in the month as possible.

Meanwhile, we have much pleasure in inserting a note we
have received from a brother, who has been making use of the
Post for circulating the glad tidings of salvation.

Perhaps some others may have helpful hints for us as to
work of this sort.

I-11-.I.

 i

WITH reference to visiting from house to house with Gospel
Tracts, I beg to say the half-penny post might be utilized to a
greater extent than it is for this purpose, especially by servants
of the Lord who are unable to walk much. People, as a rule,
value reading matter received by post more than that received
otherwise. p ‘ "

, I had it laid upon my heart to commence sending the gospel
by post about four years ago, and have continued to send
weekly two dozen %d. packets, containing three or four tracts
or leaflets, and a booklet, preceded and followed by prayer. I
have heard of blessing. I have an india-rubber stamp:

“ THE 0ccUP.4zv2;"
QI I 1 Q 1 u w I u u - - - q I i Q I I I 1 I U I I 4 i 0 I # # ' I ‘ * 4 # * I ' ‘ ' ' ' I * ' ' *"*

(THE NAME 01-" THE T0 WN),
and ascertain, and fill in, the other part of the address from
the Directory; proceeding alphabetically with regard to the
streets, and consecutively with regard to the houses.

ON POSSESSING LOVE.
THERE be those who largely advertise their goods, yet when
anything is required the article is not in stock.

There are those who do not advertise, but yet always have at
hand what is wanted.

There are those who talk largely of love, but when the
occasion to show it arises they seem to have little‘ of it.

There are those who speak of it little, but are always ready
to manifest it.
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LOVE IN THE SOUL.
LOVE in the soul is like perfume in the garments —-heat cannot
melt it nor can cold freeze it, _-I nor the wind blow it away.
Going forth or coming home, it scatters itself, but is not wasted;
it is ever going, but never gone.

 -

IVIISUNDERSTOOD TEXTS.
“ Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the goepupl which I preached unto you, whiqh

also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by w ch also ye are saved, 1f ye keep 111
memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.“-1 Cor. xv. 1, a.

T is the two last clauses of the above passage that we sometimes hear
 quoted, as meaning that the Corinthian believers, though saved once,

might afterwards be lost. “ Saved, ye keep in memory,” and,
“ unless ye have believed in ocz'ra.',’ Now, here, as in all other cases, we
must first see what the connection of the passage is. After setting in order
a great many other things that the Corinthian saints needed instruction
about, the apostle is about to deal, in this I 5th chapter, with the mischievous
teaching of certain persons, who were declaring that there was no resur-
rection of the dead (see verse I2). As we all know, his argument is that the
resurrection of Christ and the resurrection of saints must stand or fall to-
gether. In order, therefore, to have a solid foundation. for what he is about
to say, he begins by reminding them what was the gospel which he had
preached to them, when first he came amongst them. Paul had been the
first to preach the gospel at Corinth, and their salvation had resulted from
what he had preached. And now he sums it all up in the statement, that
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; that he was buried;
and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. And he
calls the Corinthians as witnesses that this was exactly what he had preached,
and what they had believed. I preached it, he says, you believed it, you
are standing in it, and you are saved by it. Then the exact order of the
next words is important. The Old Version reads, “ if ye keep in memory
what I preached unto you ; ” but more exactly it runs, “ by what form of
speech I declared it unto you, if ye hold fast.” The Revised Version con-
firms this, and shows that the “ #” has no connection with the words “ ye
are saved.” “ I declare,” he says in the first verse (and the word means,
I call to your mind) ; and then he not only recalls the substance of what he
had said, but the exact words in which he had spoken it, “if you hold it
fast,” or, keep it in memory. As much as to say, if you hold fast all that I
said, you will be able to bear me witness that these were the very words
which I first preached to you. And then he adds, almost with a touch of
sarcasm, “ unless ye have believed without came," for that is the true
meaning of the word translated, “ in vain. ” We get the same word in
Matt. v. 22, where the Lord says, “ ‘Whosoever is angry with his brother
witlzaw‘ a came, shall be in danger of the judgment,” and we can see in a
moment, from this passage, what the real force of the word is. Of course,
says the apostle, if the whole of what you have believed was without
foundation, if you believed without any evidence of the truth of what was
set before you, then I have no argument. But if I preached that Christ
died, and was buried, and rose again ; and if you remember my words, I
call you to witness that that is what I did preach; and if you believed it
and are saved by it, then you, at least, must give no heed to those who
would say that there is no resurrection of the dead.
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“ LET A MAN EXAMINE HIMSELF.”
1 Con. xx. 28-

; [HEweekly feast of remembrance, which the Lord jesus
(girl has hidden His people fo keep, has many precious uses.
I Among them, by no means the" least is that it is a con-

tinual reminder to us of the need‘ of self-examination and self-
judgment. In the past-dispensation, a solemn callto Israel to
afflict their souls and to humble themselves on the tenth day of
the first month always went before the joyful feast of taber-
nacles, which began on the fifteenth day of the same monthl
]ust in the same way, the breaking of bread, in which we
remember the Lord each first day_of the week, should ever be
preceded by diligent self-judgment. “ Let a man examine
himself, and so let him eat.”

Or, we may look at another helpful illustration from the feasts
of the Lord as given to Israel to keep. On the fourteenth day
of the first month.of every year they were to kill the passover
lamb, and on the fifteenth day they were to begin the feast of
“ unleavened bread.” But the very name of this feast tells us
of somethingithat had to take place before they could partake
of it. “ Ye shall put away. leaven out of your houses ” xii.
r 5), was God’s commandment to them, by Moses. The lamb
upon the table was God’s blessed provision for His people.
The putting away the leaven out of their houses was their need-
ful preparation before partaking of what God had provided.
In like manner we are exhorted to ' “purge out the old leaven,”
because Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us, so that
we may keep the feast “with the unleavened bread of sincerity
and truth ” (see r Cor. v. 7, 8).

Now, it has often happened that upon asking some brother
or sister why they have been absent from the Lord’s table, we
have received some suchreply as the following: “ Well, I don’t
feel right with so-and-so, and I should not like to come to the
Lord’s table with bitterness in my heart against any one.” To
all who think or speak in this way we would put a question :-—If
you do not believe it to be right to come to the Lord’s table,
with bitterness against any fellow-saint in your heart, do you
think you are right when you stop away with the same bitterness
there? It is not only when I take the bread and the wine
that it is sinful to allow ill-will and malice in my heart. It is
quite true that I am declaring my own condemnation, when
I sit at the Lord’s table, without judging and putting away
my evil thoughts; but the sin is, there all the same if I stay
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away. “ I forgave thee all that debt,” was the ground upon
which the Lord condemned his unforgiving servant (Matt.
xviii. 32). When we assemble together to remember the Lord
jesus in the breaking of bread, we not only show His death,
but we declare that we are among the happy number of those
whose many sins are all forgiven, whose great debt is all paid

“ Clothed in garments of SALVATION
At Thy table is our place,”

we sing together; and it certainly aggravates our sin if we are
saying in efl'ect, even though not in words, “ I am here because
my ten-thousand-talent debt has been all forgiven, but I cannot
forgive my brother the few pence he owes me.” But while
this is true, we want to press the other side once more. It was
the forgiveness of my sins, through the riches of God’s grace,
that gave me a title to sit at that table, and that made me at the
same time a debtor to forgive the wrongs done me by my
fellow-saints. If I do not make use of my privilege, that will
not help me to escape my responsibility. The breaking of
bread is a privilege and a commandment at the same time.
Indeed, to a true heart, all God’s commandments are our privi-
leges, and all our privileges become commandments.

just imagine two boys in a family who have fallen out with one
another. They sit down to dinner together, and manage to
keep quiet till the meal is over, but no sooner have they left the
room than the quarrelling is renewed. The father remonstrates
with them. “What a shocking thing ;” he says, “ you are both
my children, you have just been sitting together at the same
table, and yet you cannot agree together.” At tea-time, one of
the two does not appear when the family assemble, and the
father goes to seek him, and inquire what is the reason of his
absence. “Well,” the boy replies, “ you said it was very
shocking for us to sit at the table and have bad feelings towards
one another, so I thought I had better keep away.” Now, can
any one suppose that such an answer will satisfy the father?
Of course not. The father might; answer: “ You both sit at
my table, because you are my children; but you are my children
just the same if you are self-willed and stop away.” It is, un-
doubtedly, the children’s privilege to sit at their father’s table;
but it is not a privilege they are at liberty to neglect, for such
neglect is, at once, disobedience. It was the same with Israel.
They were commanded to put away the leaven out of their

F
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“ Let at Man ”E.2:¢mzz'1ze H'im.teQfI"

houses, in order that they might keep the feast; and no one
could excuse himself for not havi.'.s" put away the lleaven,
because he did not intend to keep the feast. And it is the
same with us to-day. God does not say we may keep the feast
if we like, and that, if we do, we must purge out the leaven of
malice and wickedness. The Lord jesus has said, “This do,
in remembrance of Me.” A precious privilege indeed, but no
less a solemn responsibility. And, along with this command-
ment, goes the other: “ Let a man examine himself, and so let
him eat.”

“DON’T TELL THE. OTHERS.”
,,, "rs o ID you ever see a little fellow run towhisper something

to his mother, and then hear him say, with great
earnestness, “Don’t tell any of the others?” You

know what it all means. The little thing had some small joy,
or sorrow, or want, and he was afraid that the older brothers
and sisters would only laugh at him if they heard what it was.
But he had perfect confidence that, small as the matter might
be, he should have‘his mothers full sympathy; and he was
right. Onthe other hand, how sweet it is when older brothers
and sisters have so delighted to come down to the little one,
and to interest themselves in his concerns, that they too have
won a large share of the same confidence with which he regards
his mother. Is not this one thing that is greatly needed among
the children of God? Too often elder brethren are claiming
_to exercise authority when they have not won the confidence
of the younger saints. We are so apt to begin with what
others owe to us, instead of with what we owe to them. Our
need, as lost sinners, brought the Lord jesus down from heaven
to give His life for the sheep. Our present needs still find
Him an unfailing helper, with the same shepherd heart of
infinite grace. Well, therefore, may we own His blessed rule.

“ The One who could bleed,
And the One who can feed,
He is _the Shepherd to lead.”

And the same will hold good as to the under-shepherds.
When the saints see that we can deny ourselves for their sakes,
and when the Lord blesses and feeds their souls through our
ministry, they will not be slow to trust us and be guided by us.

I
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“HE EVER LIVETH."
HEB. VII. 25.

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS-

. Q HENI sin and know it not, that is, unwittingly, the
.»."-tffs Lord jesus is with the Father on my behalf. There

~“‘ is also another with the Father—the accuser of the
brethren. As surely as you sin there are two with the Father--
the one seeking to drive you to despair and the other seeking
to restore you. The Lord Jesus rebukes the enemy, and He
foresees when that enemy would deceive us, and lead us into
some terrible sin or folly. He is there to restore our souls, to help
us in every time of need. He is there with our names upon His
breast-plate and on His shoulders. Those names are engraved
on precious stones and set in gold. The gold is divine
righteousness, the precious stones are the preciousness of
Christ, and the more fiercely the light of heaven beats upon
that breast-plate and those shoulder-pieces, the more indelibly
my engraven name shines out there in the loveliness of the
person of Christ. We cannot do without His intercession.
Not only do we need it for our worship before the throne, but
He bears the unholiness of our holy things. All our sick saints,
too, that have not been with us, have been with the Father
on the breast-plate of our High Priest. If poor, weak saints
cannot pray or serve for very weakness, they are there in the
presence of the Father. Is my name there? Yes, blessed
Lord. All the preciousness of Thy merit, all the beauty of Thy
person, and all the acceptance and favour in which Thou dost
stand are engaged for me. And we not only have boldness
and confidence now, but we shall have boldness in the day of
judgment. We have liberty of grace now and the liberty of
the glory then. Oh, consider this constancy !—-“ He ever liveth.”
The hands of Moses may fall down, when contending with
Arnalek, the type of the flesh; but “ He ever liveth,” and His
hands never fall down, and the battle is to the end, for God
hath sworn that He will have war with Amalek from generation
to generation.

CHRIST FOR ME.—Learn to know Christ and Him crucified.
Learn to despair of yourself, and sing to Him such a song as
this: “ Lord jesus, Thou art my righteousness as I was Thy
sin. Thou hast taken to Thee what is mine, and given to me
what is Thine. Thou hast taken unto Thee what Thou hadst
not, and given to me what I possessed not.”
\- in _-‘___, __
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HINTS AS TO GOSPEL WORK.

HOUSE-TO—HOUSE VISITING IN THE VILLAGES.

 

sgs BROTHER writes as follows :--—“The Lord has lately
inclined my heart to labour during my spare time in

-—- the following way :-—I first get a shilling Ordnance
Map of some needy district, and, after much prayer, I select a
village or district which is far away from any railway. or mail
car accommodation, and where I hear there are few, if any,
opportuniti__es,of hearing the simple Gospel. I then rise early in
the morning, so as to arrive on the field of labour at about ten
o’clock, taking with me a supply of Gospel papers sufficient for
fifteen families, as this I consider to be as many as one can
faithfully visit in a long day. I knock at the door of the first
cottage, and, looking as pleasant and happy as I can, hand in a
few papers, and endeavour to engage in conversation the person
who comes to the door, which nearly always results in my being
asked in to rest myself. I thankfully accept this invitation, and
remain for about fifteen minutes, during which time I seek, the
Lord helping me, to lay before my hearer or hearers their
individual ruin by nature and by practice, God’s remedy, the
necessity of applying that remedy, and the terrible results which
must inevitably follow disobeying the Gospel. I find that nearly
all I come across are quite ignorant of their position in God’s
sight, as “dead in trespasses and sins,” and know nothing of
being “born again.” I seek to make these points especially
plain, as there will be no fleeing from the wrath to come, unless
it is clearly seen that the -wrath of God abideth upon the
unconverted one. At the same time I speak as lovingly as
possible, looking to the Lord to convict of sin and lead to
Christ, and I avoid in every way anything like preaching a
sermon, or being stiff or formal. I generally take one of the
children (if there. are any) on my knee, and make myself quite
at home over the fire. It hinders the Gospel, to adopt a
condescending manner towards those whose souls you seek to
win, for the servant of the Lord should imitate his Master, by_
going amongst the lowly and poor ones in a spirit of love
and meek-ness. After I have delivered my message, I shake
hands warmly with all, and having taken down the name and
address for future work, I go on to the next house. If I am
not asked into a house, I generally manage to say a few words

" _ i '_ — ' _ W " Ai $IH—\  -_m v L-q i—__ ____ _ ____
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p Hz'nts, as to Gospel Work.

while selecting the tracts I am about to give. Care should be
taken to avoid the dinner hour in visiting, as there is no like-
lihood of being invited into a house at such a busy time, and
people don’t like to be kept standing at the door while their
dinner is getting cold. On my return home after the day’s
labour, I enter in a book, kept for the purpose, the names and
addresses of those I have been visiting during the day, and thus
have an opportunity of repeating the message through the post,
according as the Lord directs. I also mark on the map, in red,
the roads I have traversed, and so can always tell what places
have not been worked up. The labours of the day are then
closed by committing the seed sown to God in prayer, that He
would graciously make a largepercentage of it to germinate, and
bring forth fruit to His glory, which is indeed the real object of
all Gospel work. In several villages the Lord has opened doors
for the public preaching of His Word, as the result of this house-
to-house visitation; and rmmy souls have been saved, and are
now being watched over and led on in the path of obedience.
Some, too, have departed to be for ever with the Lord; and the
remembrance of having been the honoured instrument in the
hands of the Lord in leading such to Christ, and the memories
of happy communion with them in their rustic homes previous
to their departure, make the service doubly dear to the unworthy
servant on whose heart the work has been laid. He is convinced
more and more of its reality, and that it is the mind of the Lord
that the poor should have the Gospel preached to them in their
own homes, and by their own firesides. The praise is due alone
to Him who giveth the increase. They who plant and they
who water are, like john the Baptist, only “a voice.”

“ Let us not be weary in well-doing: forin due season we shall
reap, if we faint not" (Gal. vi. 9). '

“ The sewer soweth the Word ” (Mark iv. I4).
‘F Ile which soweth bountifully, shall reap also bountifully” (a Cor. ix. 6).

“_ God is able to make all grace abound toward you ” (2 Cor. ix. 8).
-ii:-mi-—

We gladly insert the above letter, believing that it points the
way to much true and valuable gospel service. Next month, if
the Lord will, we hope to have something to put before our
readers about house-to-houseweeklyvisiting in towns with Gospel
tracts. We are disposed to think that the value of this kind of
work has by no means been fully realised as yet.-—ED. B.P..
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PHILADELPHIA.
Ruv. 111. 7-11. -

C

l -sag, Y soul, keep thou His Word :
The blessing claim

Of those who love the Lord,
And own His Name.

A little strength hast thou:
But He gives more,

Who sets before thee now
An open door.

The Christ-rejecting foe
Shall humbled be :

He’ll make each one to know
He loveth thee.

Enduring, He obeyed:
Be thine to wait.

He’ll keep thee undismayed
By trials great,

Until, each sorrow past,
Each conflict o’er,

The crown’s thine own at last,
For evermore. A. L.

“ Not My Will, but Thine be Done.”
“ t i FATHER, not my will be done, but Thine :”

in I said it then, in sunshine bright and clear,
all When all the world was beautiful to me.
I say it now, ‘mid shadows dark and drear.
My heart is bowed in anguish, for Thy waves
Rollover me ; I strain my eyes for light,
But there is none. Father, let z‘izz's cup pass
If it be possible. The gloom of night
Is deepening in my soul. My Father, hear,
And, in my grief, do Thou Thyself draw near.
Most blessed Saviour, Thou did’st drink for me
A far more bitter cup than this of mine;
And shall I shrink from taking this from Thee?
“ O Father, not my will be done, but Thine.” ]. P.

I ‘I _ .__. _ _ .___. __ _. __ _ -- _- _ _ ___. . _._._ .
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SOME SIMPLE THINGS
WHICH DO NOT OCCUR TO EVERY ONE.

¥ 

THAT it is not an absolute necessity, or a law like those of
the Medes and Persians, that a hymn should be read through
before the singing of it commences, or that a whole chapter
should be read for the sake of one verse.

THAT everybrother is not able to lead the singing.
THAT when tunes are pitched too high for all to unite in

singing, then it follows that only one or two with extra high
vocal powers are able to join their cheerful songs.

THAT solemn tunes to cheerful hymns, and cheerful tunes
to solemn hymns, are out of harmony. r

THAT long prayers may have little prayer in them.
THAT when one brother occupies about half of the time at

the meeting for prayer, it leaves little opportunity for others to
tell out their desires.

THAT constant occupation with the hymn book and Bible
between acts of ministry often indicates a lack of waiting upon
God.

THAT announcements, for the most part, are better made at
the end of the morning meeting than at the beginning (except
when relating to the presence of those received into fellow-
ship or commended from other assemblies) as tending to less
distraction.

THAT when a child cries in a meeting, it does not minister
to the mother’s comfort for everyone to be looking at her, and
noticing how she is managing the baby; nor does it help the
speaker, to find the infant absorbing the attention of the people.-
more than his own utterances.

THAT a few minutes spent in hushing the child to sleep before
the meeting began (if at night), would probably result in its
sleeping the whole time, to the comfort of itself, the mother,
the meeting, and last, if not least, the speaker also.
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CHILDREN OF- GOD.
ax. NTO what a blessed place of nearness and dearness God

hab he H t as " th53,5 s rong t us. __ ow rue an ow precious are e
verses we often s1ng—

So mar, so very near to God,
I cannot nearer be;

For in the person of His Son
I am as near as He.

So. dear, so very dear to God,
More dear I cannot be;

‘ The love wherewith He loves the Son,
Such is His love to me. '

God’s. heart of love could not rest satisfied with saving us
from thehell we deserved. He must have us bound to Him
with closest ties for all eternity; and, therefore, He has brought
us into His family. We know that, because we have trusted
His dear Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, as our Saviour, we are,
therefore, God’s children; for we read in Galatians iii. 26, “ Ye
are all the children of God by faith in Christ ]-esus”; and, in
chapter iv. 6, God tells us what is the blessed privilege of
being His children, “ Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth
the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.”
God delights to call us His children, and He delights to hear
us say, “Abba, Father.” But if the Spirit of Sonship teaches
us to call God our Father, that same Spirit will certainly lead
us to inquire what sort of children God would have us be,
and His Word supplies us with the answer to our inquiry.

Errziv, then, God wants us to be Gsowmo CHILDREN.
No earthly parents, fond as they may be of the tiny infant,
would like to have it always a helpless babe. They watch it
day by day, and rejoice to see it getting stronger and bigger.
And so it is with our heavenly Father. He does not want us
to be always babes. He wants the babes to grow up into
young men, and the young men into fathers. But, alas, how
many babes there are in G0d’s family, and how few young
men, and still fewer fathers. In 1 Cor. iii. I, Paul reproves
the disciples at Corinth for their lack of growth; and yet, if
we go, back to the account of their conversion in Acts xviii.,
and compare the dates, we see that they could not have been
much more than five years in the family of God. If Paul was
grieved about them, what about some of us, who have been
twenty or thirty years born again, and are still only “ babes in
Christ "P Paul also rebukes them in this same chapter for being
carnal, and not spiritual (see verses 1 and 3). Their carnal
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C/zildren of Gad.

state was a natural consequence of their lack of growth, as it
was also a hindrance to their growth; for, if the new nature in
us is not being exercised and fed, we may be very sure the
old nature is having things pretty much all its own way. If
we are to make real growth then, the new nature wants to be
fed, while the old must be starved. “ As new-born babes,
desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby”
(I Pet.) ii. 2). “ Make not provision for the flesh to fulfil the
lusts thereof” (Rom. xiii. I4).

Secondly, God wants us to be OBEDIENT CHILDREN (I Peter
i. I4). Our earthly parents expect, and rightly so, that we
should obey them; and yet, when God requires our obedience,
we often rebel against the command, or ignore it altogether.
But what infinite pains God takes to train us; and when we
won”: obey, He punishes us, because He loves us too well to
let us have our own way. No disobedient child is happy, and
we shall never be happytchildren of God, while we go on dis-
obeying what we know to be His commands. Besides, if we
see a child professing to love its parents and all the time
disobeying them, we begin to doubt the reality of its love. In
the same way, the proof of our love to our Father will be in
our obedience to Him. “ For this is the love of God, that we
keep His commandments” (I john v. 3).

T/%z'm'@/, God wants us to walk as CHILDREN OF LIGHT.
“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the
Lord: walk as children of light ” (Eph. v. 8). Oh, what terrible
darkness that was; but, blessed be God, it is gone,_and we
rejoice in His wondrous light. “God is light” ( I john i. 5),
and we, as His children, should manifest to the world the
character of our Father. This is what the Lord jesus told His
disciples when He was on earth, “Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven” (Matt. v. I6). The warid
expects God’s children to be like ~Himself; and not_only so,
but God expects it too. If we are walking “ as children of
light,” we shall not be trifling with sin, or even excusing it in
ourselves or others, but shall rather be making it manifest and
reproving it. Oh,'what a power for God we should be, if we
were thus manifesting forth His character to the world, that
judges Him by us, His children.

Lastly, God wants us to be “DEAR CHILDREN.” What is it
to be “dear children”? Wehave put this last because it
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seems to include all the others. If we are “Growing Children,” ‘
and “Obedient Children,” and are walking as “Children of I
Light,” we shall be “Dear Children.” In Eph. v. I we read, i
“ Be ye followers of God, as dear children.” The word.
“followers ” here is literally imitators; and it is just as we seek
to be imitators of God that we shall be “dear children.” To
make it our aim to be weli pirating to Him, and in every-
thing to" do His will, it is this that delights our Father’s heart,
and makes us not only “children,” but “dear children”;
children over whom He has not to mourn, but in whom He
can take pleasure. Oh, how He loves to see in us fa desire to
please Him; and, blessed be His name, He not only gives
that desire, but, with it, the power to carry it out; for, we
read in Phil. ii. I 3, “It is God which worketh in you, both to
will and to do of His good pleasure.” The Lord jesus was
the perfect Son, and God would have us follow in His steps.
He could say truly, “ I do always those things that please
Him” (john viii. 29) ; and so God could not only say of
Him, “This is My beloved Son,” but He could add, “ in
VV7zom I rm: weZZpZeaserz'.” God has made us “ beloved sons,”
and He wants to be able to say that He is well pleased in us.
Shall not our hearts be in unison with His about this, and .
shall not our daily request to Him be-

“ I ask Thee for a present mind,-
Intent on pleasing Thee “P

-

IF I take a cup and pour water into it, presently the water l
rises to the brim of the cup. But I pour on, and it overflows; i
more still and more still as I continue to pour, so it continues
to flow over. This is worship; the overflowing of our cups with
praise and thanksgiving, because God is still pouring in. A

WHEN the Lord jesus was upon the earth He was “the Son
of Man, which is in heaven.” Now that He has gone back to
the Father, He hasstill a place of nearness to His own that |
are in the world; for has He not said, “Where two or three *
are gathered together in My Name, titers am I in the midst of
them”?

THE great care which Christ had for His disciples when He
left the world was not to leave them in a quiet world, but to
arm them against a troublesome world.
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IVIISUNDERSTOOD TEXTS.

"‘ But Christ as a Son over His own house ; whose house are we, if ' we
hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end ”
(Heb. iii. 6). l

_§__Bg this passage, as in so many others that we have looked
at, the word “If” is supposed to be sufficient evidence
Ithat children of God may cease to be His children, and

so may perish. But the “if” is not as to being the t‘/tildreit
of God, but has regard to being His /rouse. “We are His
house, if we hold fast,” &c. The whole building is growing up
“unto an“ holy temple in the Lord” (see Eph. ii. 2r). But
that is not all. In each place where believers are gathered to
the Name of the Lord ]esus, they form a dwellingplace for
God. The apostle therefore adds, in verse 22, speaking to the
saints at Ephesus, “ In whom ye also are builded together for
an habitation of God through the Spirit.” The house is built up
of living stones, but the stones do not make a house unless
they are “builded together” according to the plan of the
Architect. They may be all there scattered on the ground, or
they may be heaped up in a great pile, but they are not a house.
Now our text says, “Whose house are ye, if ye hold fast.” But
what is it that we must hold fast in order to keep the true
character of the House of God P “ The confidence and rejoicing
of the hope.” The hope refers to the coming again of the
Lord jesus for His people. As long as believers held that
hope fast, they were content to gather to His precious Name,
and to cleave to His Word. But as that hope gradually faded
out of the minds of the saints, so they became dissatisfied
with God’s simple, blessed way. All sorts of human plans and
traditions were adopted, and at last believers and unbelievers were
joined together in a general profession, while the Word of God
was only allowed the second place. The congregations thus
formed were not habitations for God, though many of God’s
own children might be in them. In these days God has
graciously been reviving in the hearts of many of His people
the well-nigh forgotten hope; and, with that hope, there has
come back the acknowledgment of the place of the blessed Son
of God as the Lord in the midst, and believers gathered to His
Name are once again a house for God. So it is not the indi-
viduals that cease to be saints, but the gathering that ceases to
be a house for God when the hope is not held fast.
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ON STEALING HEARTS.

“ So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel ” (2 Sam. xv. 6).

kind of heart-stealing always has a selfish end in
view, and does not -seek either the glory of God or

Q t-he real good of God’s people; yet a great many
people must have been loud in praise of Absalom at that
time, and would be thoroughly convinced that it would be
for the good of all, if David were out of the way and Absalom
were in his place; for every heart stolen by Absalom was
lost, for the time being, to David and to God. And does not
this mark the difference between stealing hearts and winning
them? No doubt the soul-winner gets a large share of
affection himself from those that God has made him wise to
win. ~ But the souls are won for God, and the one that God
has used as an instrument rejoices that it so. The same
thing holds good in service among the saints as in Gospel
labours. All true ministry, while it may and should secure
to God’s servants the affection and esteem of those who are
helped by it, will do so by drawing hearts closer to the Lord
Himself. But let us look a little more closely at the way in
which Absalom acted, and at the circumstances of the case.
Absalom was a half-restored man, and a man who is only
half--restored is not restored in heart at all, and is the most
difficult and dangerous person to have to do with. Of course
we know that Absalom was not a child of God at all; but
Absalom’s actings towards David, his father, may give us some
valuable instruction as to our own conduct towards Him
Whom, by grace, we call “Father.” Absalom then, as we said
before, was only half-restored. He had been brought back,
little by little, from the state of an exile to his former position
as the l<ing’s son. But while he occupied the place, and bore
the name, there was an unreality about it all. In his case
David had sacrificed justice to personal affection. Absalonfs
sin had never been punished, justice had not been vindicated,
yet Absalom was occupying the position of a righteousman.
In case any who read this have forgotten what Absalom’s sin
was, they will read in I Sam. xiii. how he murdered his brother
Amnon and had to leave the country, and in chapter xiv.
how David yielded to the yearnings of his own heart and
called him back ; though, in doing so, he had to set justice on
one side. As a consequence of this unrighteous action we
have Absalom in the place of a restored man, but without a
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restored heart. Now God, in His infinite wisdom and grace,
has devised means that His banished ones shall be restored to
His presence (see chapter xiv. I4). But the Cross of Calvary,
and the atoning sacrifice of God’s own Son, are the foundation
of all God’s invitations to_ the wanderer to come back. If it
is the case of the Gospel preached to lost sinners, it is through
the Cross that God is JUST and yet “the IUSTIFIER of him
that believeth in jesus” (Rom. iii. 26). If, on the other
hand, unfailing grace ever avails for all the believer’s back-
slidings, it is written that “If we confess our sins, He is FAITH-
FUL and JUST to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness” (I john i. 9); and this on the ground
of the same all-cleansing blood of jesus. But, while God is
righteous in restoring to full fellowship with Himself the
believer who truly confesses his sin, there is a great danger
lest we take the place of restored ones without any true heart-
exercise before God about our sin. Now, whenever we do
this, we are very much in Absalom’s circumstances towards
David, and our behaviour will not be unlike his. True, in
Absalom’s case, his father had been unable to devise a
righteous means of restoring him from banishment, and yet
had suffered him to return. With us God has devised the
means, but we have only used them in name and not in
reality. In either case the heart is not put right, and the lack
of a good conscience and of a heart freed from guile leads to
all kinds of wrong-doing. In such a condition we are sure to
be acting for self and not for God, though both our words and
actions may seem very fair, and may deceive many. Look
at Absalom. He rises up early and stands in the gate to meet
all who are coming with their grievances, before David or the
judges are come out to administer justice (see chapter xv. 2-6).
Look how gracious he is; he owns every man as his brother,
and gives his hand to each, and even embraces them. Then
see what sympathy he has for them. “Your matters are good
and right,” he says ; “but there is no man deputed of the king
to hear thee.” And then he puts the finishing touch, as he
adds, “ Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every man
which hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and
I would do him justice 1” And so he stole the hearts of the
men of Israel. But he was not reallyseeking their good any
more than he was desiring the glory of God. His conduct
was for himself all the way through, and all the apparent

_ _ —1' — "'—_ I _ __ _. _ ___ _ __ ___ I _ ___ _|_ - . _ _
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kindness and sympathy was only to steal men over to his own
side. That was why there was no discrimination, no hearing
of both sides. Whoever was disaffected and fault-finding,
Absalom sympathised with them; and, presently, things were
ripe for open rebellion.

Now, let use try to lay the lesson to heart. If we are not
walking in communion with God ourselves, we are the most
dangerous counsellors for others. All the discontented ones in
the assembly will be sure to come to us with their tales and
complaints, and, without being aware of it, we shall’ readily
take a one-sided view of their case, and so encourage them in
a rebellious and self-willed spirit. We are glad, under such
circumstances, to have something to think or say against those
who watch for souls. We are conscious that they are sorrowing
Over our own ways, and anything we can catch at against them
helps us to justify our own course. In this way divisions are
brought about, and we need, therefore, to be extremely careful
how we listen to the complaints of others. If Absalom had
said, “I will go with you to the king, or to the judges, and
they will look into your matter,” he would have helped on a
righteous judgment; but he would not have made himself
such a popular man. It is wonderful how popular the brother
can become, for a time at any rate, who listens to every tale,
and does not insist on hearing both sides before expressing an-
opinion. But this is the sort of popularity that leads to a
party spirit, and prepares the way for divisions. While it is
true that “a whisperer separateth chief friends,” the responsi-
bility of the separation lies also at the door of the listener, who
gives a ready ear to every tale, in order that he may steal
men’s hearts for his own ends.

OH, that we could, in greater simplicity, commit our /zajlpzl
ares: to His care, and be anxious only for lfis giury. Then, and
not till then, shall we discover how deeply He desires our real
happiness.

THE love of God will never do the “ second Evert” for us, but
always the “very best.” “Bring forth the BEST robe and put
it on him.” “He should have fed thee with the FINEST of the
wheat.”
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SLEEP.

“ Awake thou that sleepest " (Eph. v. I4).
“ Knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep"

(Rom. xiii. II]. ________

r{I.EEP is the eye of faith closed. The Christian who
walks by faith and not -by sight is awake. The saint
who is occupied with seen things, so that they shut out

the unseen, is asleep (2 Cor. iv. I7, 18). That which is nearest
the eye seems the biggest object. The hand before the eye
seems bigger than yonder planet in the heavens. Even so
a little money or some fancied slight, as we look upon it, may
seem more than the glory that awaits us. Thus, for a slight
aflliction, we may let go some of the eternal weight of glory ;
and, in this way, sleep is a robber.

Thus did the three disciples find it when, through sleep,
they lost the opportunity of sharing with their loved M-aster the
brief moments of His glorification on the mount of transfigura-
tion (Luke ix. 32). Thus, again, did those same three disciples,
Peter, james and ]ohn, find it in the garden of Gethsemane;
for there they lost the priceless privilege of watching with the
blessed Saviour in those terrible moments of agony, when His
soul was exceedingly sorrowful, even. unto death, and being in
an agony, His sweat was, as it were, great drops of blood (Matt.
xxvi. 36-45 ; Luke xxii. 44, 45). Then was it that He looked for
some to take pity, but there was none; for comforters, but
found none (Ps. lxix. 2o). We read, “He cometh to the
disciples, and findeth them asleep.” How sleep had robbed
them! But for sleep, what fellowship they might have had
both in the triumph and in the sorrows of the Son of Man!
Again, how sleep robs us of our testimony to the world.
“While the Bridegroom tarried, they all slumhered and slept”
(Matt. xxv. 6). As you look at those sleeping ones, who can
tell the difference between the wise and the unwise? But,
beloved, these things ought not to be. Can you blame the
foolish for their slumber, if those who call themselves wise are
overcome with sleep?

The wise preacher said, “ Love not sleep, lest thou come to
poverty” (Prov. xx. r 3) ; and if his warning is needed in regard
to bodily slumber, how much more as to slothfulness of soul.

“]EsUs on earth, His path, His Spirit, and ways, is themeasure
of our walk and obedience. ferns, the Glorified Man, is our
object and power of life and testimony.” T
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HINTS AS TO GOSPEL WORK.
a

115;- 

HOUSE—TO—I-IOUSE "VISITING WITH GOSPEL TRACTS.

‘ should be two-fold, First, to get the Gospel brought
-- before the people counting on the Lord to use the

reading of the tracts to thh awakening and salvation of souls;
Second, as a means of getting an entrance into the houses of
the people and speaking personally to them of eternity and of
their soul’s, salvation.

It is wellto try and gain the confidence of the people, so
that they may invite us in, rather than push our way forward
the first time of calling. Where the same houses are visited
regularly once a-week, or even once _a month, the people
gradually get to expect the visitor ; and if care rs taken always
to speak kmdly and behave courteously, 1t will not be long, 1n
most cases, before confidence 1s gamed and an 1nv1tat1on grven
to come in.

It often happens that the illness of one of the family is the
occasion that first leads to the visitor being invited inside. In
llghis gay the fiiospei can be set], not nifirely before tlge fipkfone,
ut, eore a 1n t e room. t 1s we to mqurre in y rom

time to time after the health of the family, as such inquiry will
suggest the idea of asking us to come in and see one who
is ill.

There are often mothers of families and aged persons who
never get to a meeting of any sort, yet are longing for some
one to come and tell them of Christ and how they may be
saveld, andl this llcmd of house-to-house work IS Just the way to
reac suc peop e.

The utmost care is needed that the work does not drop
down into a lifeless routine, till the visitor becomes nothing
more 1n the eyes of the people than the man who leaves
advertisements from door to door. In such a case visitors
need not expect to be asked in when any are sick or anxious
about their souls. In this, as in all other work for God, it is
only as our own souls are kept in communion with Himself
about it that there will be life and power in what we do.

Don’t look for thanks. Don’t assume any official airs.
Avoid discussion and gossiping. Our motto should be,
“ One thing I do.”

 HE object of visiting from house to house with tracts
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It is a good thing to have some picture leaflets for the
children. This will often afford the opportunity for saying a
word that will be listened to by the adults.

Notices of Gospel meetings can be put inside the books or
tracts that are left at the houses, and a hearty invitation given
at the same time. _ Sometimes an offer to call for any who are
hesitating, will just he the turning point in deciding them to
come and hear the Gospel.

The Lord’s plan of sending His disciples two and two holds
good in this,'as well as in most other Gospel service. Vlfe
cannot over-estimate thetvalue of the fellowship of two workers
who are thoroughly one-minded, and who never go out without
uniting in prayer for wisdom, and guidance, and grace.

This kind of work is a valuable help to the Sunday school
as well as to the Gospel meeting. When once the visitors
have won the confidence of those they call upon, they will have
many an opportunity of inviting children to the Children’s
meeting or the Sunday school. This house-to-house work
seems to be" specially suitable for Sunday-school teachers,
both brethren and sisters.

Where there is a weekly visiting, it is often found ad-
vantageous to lend the tracts instead of giving them. Stiff
paper covers can then be used to stitch the tracts into; and
notices of Gospel meetings, and short, pointed Gospel exhorta-
tions, with suitable texts of Scripture, can be printed on the
covers.

mi.-a 

We have received from a number of our readers accounts of
the arrangements in the Assemblies they are connected with,
for weekly visiting from house to house with Gospel tracts.
In their main features they all closely resemble one another.
Wehereby sincerely thank all who have thus helped us. Our
limited space would not allow of our inserting any of the letters
in full, but we have endeavoured to extract the essence of the
whole of -them in the form of short, concise notes. We shall
be pleased to -receive any more hints, in similar form, on the
same _subject; and, as summer weather is now bringing_open-
airpreachinig to the frc-nt,‘we shojuld like to have as many hints
as possible sent us, “very early in june, as to that branch of
service also.—En. 19.1’. A
_,.____ ,,._._.,______ __  i i_ _ __ qi -- ., __ . _ if ii"-Pu-H -i_.- — -- _
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we wourn sat-; JESUS.
WE wouldisee jesus when we meet,
To spend an hour inconverse sweet ;
To talk of Him and His return,
Until our hearts within us burn.
We would see Iesus when we look
Into God’s holy, precious Book;
On every page of that blest Word
We would see _lesus Christ our Lord.
We would see ]esus, our dear Friend,
When at the mercy-seat we bend
The knee and heart in humble prayer;
We would indeed see ]esus there.
We would see Jesus when we meet
The wine to drink, the bread to eat; '
Memorials of the death He died,
His wounded hands, and feet, and side.
We would see ]esus when we raise
The note of joy, the hymn of praise;
For all our songs of Him ‘shall be,
In time and in eternity. I
We s/tall see ]esus in that day,
When He, to take His saints away,
Returns in glory and in power;
we ska]! see ]esus in that hour.
And, oh sweet thought, not only see,
But we shall also [rite Him be, I;
And dwell with Him in yen blest home ;
Amenl E’en so, Lord Iesus, comet ]. H.

.5, |

WHAT comfort to our hearts to know that He takes not away I
the pillar all the journey through. The Israelites had only to
look up to see it. The most simple man in the camp could
have no difficulty about the way; he had only to follow the
pillar. God knew the way.

ii- 

I.

THE key to john xv. is to be found in the closing words Of *
john xiv., “Let us go hence.” jesus went literally to the
Cross, that is, the place for fruitfulness. “ If it (the corn of I
wheat) die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” I
__ _ _ _ ___ _ I _ _ _ _ ______ __ _ , . 67
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SOME SIMPLE THINGS *
WHICH no NOT OCCUR T0 EVERY ONE.“

 .

THAT “Seats free and no Collections” does not mean that
the saints should give nothing for Gospel work.

THAT “Taking nothing of the Gentiles ” is not to be under-
stood as nothing from the Christians.

THAT those who preach the Gospel do not live on faith;
though they, as all other believers, should live Jy it.

THAT while it is good for the servant of God to know how
to be hungry and to suffer need (see Phil. iv. 12), it is not
good for the children of God to try to teach him the lesson, by
being indifferent as to his needs.

THAT not letting the left hand know what the right hand
gives, is not intended to encourage giving little, but is only a
warning to keep from the knowledge of others what has been
glven.

I THAT speaking too loudly in conversation with anxious ones
in after-meetings disturbs others speaking near by.

THAT when Christians group together in conversation in
after-meetings, they sometimes hinder the work among the
anxious.

THAT when believers are unable to speak to any unsaved
ones remaining for further help, it is best to remember them
silently in prayer.

THAT if Christians would disperse themselves among the
people in Gospel meetings, instead of sitting together, they
would more easily, at the close of the preaching, find access
to anxious ones, probably some sitting by their side.

THAT it is more becoming for young brethren to speak to
young men, and young sisters to young women; though older
men and women, approached respectfully, will often listen to
the Word from younger ones. However, if possible, it should
be left for brethren or sisters of riper years to speak to such.
Wisdom is needed to win souls, and he who winneth them
IS wlse.

.-... _ __ _ .__- 68 _
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“THE. LORD REIGNETH."
(PsAL1vt xcix. 1).

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS.

IHISPsalm, like; Psalm xcvii., begins with the words,
“The Lord reigneth.” And, dear friends, if there is

I one thing more than another that should makeus glad,
it is that indeed jehovah reigneth. We know that in the
kingdoms of this world, a weak government brings trouble and
sorrow to all those who wish to do right, just because it is the
opportunity of all evildoers. How good, then, for us to know
that the One who rules over all things is Almighty God.

When we see confusion around us, evildoers exalting them-
selves, and the people of God being troubled and suffering
reproach, we are sometimes tempted to ask, Does He, indeed,
reign over it all? Yes, it is blessed to know that He reigns just
as truly when all things seem to be against us, as when we Can
most plainly trace how He is making them work together for
our good. If ever there was a time when, looking round at
circumstances, the children of God might have wondered if
He knew, it was when Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the
Gentiles and the children of Israel, were gathered together
against the Christ of God, to nail Him to the Cross. And yet it
is in view of that day and that hour that He says in Psalm ii._,
“Yet have I set My King upon My holy hill -of Zion.” This
is God’s answer to the question, “ Why do the heathen rage?”

Most of us remember it, but it is always refreshing to go
back to the occasion in Acts iv., where the Spirit of God
brought this Psalm into the minds of the disciples. They
had just heard of the threats of the rulers against Peter and
john, but their thoughts went up at once to Him who rules
over the rulers of earth. Notice how their prayer begins (v. 24),
“Lord, Thou art God.” Now, beloved children of God,
this is what we want to do in times of trouble and difficulty,
whether personal or assembly difficulty, we want to get into
God’s presence; to look right upward to where He reigneth,
and to say; “Oh Lord, Thou art God.” These men are not
God, and these circumstances, they are not God; but Thou
art God, which hast made heaven and earth, and even these
very men, these chief priests and scribes, giving them breath
and all the powers of body and of mind, with which theyare
now striving against Thee. From these verses we see that God
saw the end from the beginning; and that it was no more a
strange or unexpected thing to Him that these rulers of Israel
should gather themselves together against the Christ than it

 i—— - i.__.. .__ _ __ _ _ _ ___ ___ . . __ __ _ _ _ ___ _ __ _
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“ T/ze Lm.-I Ra;,»~aa:/i.**
would be to a man who, having made a machine, sees it do
exactly as he intended it to do. _

Oh, how wonderful that, when all the powers of earth and
hell combined had gathered themselves together, to crush out
with one great terrible stroke the Christ of God, they just did
what God’s will and God’s counsel had determined beforehand
to be done. There was a time when the disciples did not see
this. Certainly Peter did not, and even John does not seem
to have understood it as he did that day. Those two disciples
on their way to Ernmaus were no doubt only expressing the
thoughts of all the others, when they said, “We trusted that it
had seen He which should have redeemed Israel.” Their hopes
were all gone when Iesus was laid in the grave; but it was
only because they had given so little heed to the Scriptures.
Hence the Lord’s words of rebuke-—“ Oh fools, and slow of
heart, to believe all that the prophets have spoke1'1.” Doubt-
less, when opening up the Scriptures to them, He would remind
them of this very Psalm; thus proving that jehovah had not
ceased to reign, and that all that had happened was but in fulfil-
ment of His own Word, and that all the purposes of wicked hearts
could not go one step beyond what God had appointed. God
raised ]esus from the dead; that was His‘ triumphant answer
to all Satan’s work. Satan had reached his climax, his last
attempt being to prevent jesus from getting out of the tomb.
“Give us a guard of soldiers,” the chief priests had asked of
Pilate; and Pilate gave them what they asked, adding, “ Make
it as sure as you can.” And then God sent one angel down
from heaven to roll away the stone ; and ]esus came forth from
the tomb, Conqueror over death and Satan, and went back to
the right hand of God ; to the place of power and glory, from
thence to bestow on His people every blessing they need.

The disciples knew something of this now; they had learned,
in some little measure at least, to know that the heights of the
glory to which Jesus was exalted, were equal to the depths of
humiliation into which He had descended ; and that the
ascended Christ had received all power and glory, that He
might minister to the varied needs of His people down here.
And so, though all the world might threaten them, they could
look up into God’s presence and say, “ Lord, Thou art God.”
They had laid hold of the truth that Christ must first suffer,
and afterwards enter into His glory. And we, like them, need
to understand what God means, when He says to us in His

N-__-" _ .70 l i
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“ The Lam’ Reigzzez‘/z.”

Word, “jehovah reigneth.” He isthe One who appoints the
trials; everything is subject to the will of Him who reigns
upon the throne between the cherubim. Oh, to have learned
to connect all the circumstances of my needs and difficulties
with the words, “Jehovah reigneth”; for, let me never forget
that the very throne upon which He sits is the appointed
meeting-place between Himself and me.

lVhen God was giving Moses the instructions for the pre-
paration‘ of the tabernacle, the first thing that He spoke about
was the ark. In the 2 5th chapter of Exodus we have minute
directions as to how this ark was to be made. It was just like
a large chest, rather longer than it was broad, and it was made
of shittim wood. Shittim means incorruptible, and it was the
name given to the acacia tree, because its wood does not rot.
This was the wood that was to be used in all the construction
of the tabernacle, and it is a fitting type of the sinless humanity
of the Lord Iesus. Afterwards the shittim wood was overlaid
with gold, which represents the Divine glory. The ark con-
tained the law, which was the witness to the righteous claims
of God upon man. But the ark was to have acovering, and
that covering God called the “ Mercy»-seat.” We are often
told that it is the life of jesus we want to imitate, and not
talk so much about ‘His death. But the life of jesus, apart
from His death, only condemns us. It shows what true
obedience really is, and makes the more manifest how utterly
we have come short. The uncovered ark, safely preserving
those tables of the law, is just a picture of this. It told of the
claims of God, which man was unable to satisfy. Jesus had
satisfied them it is true, but without His death what He had
done could not avail for any one else. In I Sam. vi. I9 we
have a most solemn record of God’s judgment on the men of
Bethshemesh when they ventured to look into the ark. Over
5o,ooo of them died on the spot ; and God tells us thereby
what it is for a sinner to come face to face with the Holy Lord
God with no mercy-seat between His claims and ourselves.

(To be ram!‘z'mrea’. )

How sweet it is to observe that in Exodus the expression is
always “ wise-fircrterz’,” not wise-kecdrd. The wise-hearted
wrought, the willing-hearted brought. All were willing in that
day of power ; and it needed the very same Spirit that gave
the pattern, to give the wisdom to reproduce it (2 Cor. iii. 18).
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MISUNDERSTOOD TEXTS.
'“ Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which

fell, severity ; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in His goodness :
otherwise thou also shalt be cut olf ” (Rom. xi. 22).

'-1: INCE we began the series of articles on “ Misunderstood
Texts,” one of our readers has called our attention to

'1 the above passage. It appeared to him, as it has done
to many others, to prove beyond doubt that a child of God
might be cut off and perish. In reality there is no such
thought in the passage ; and the mistaken idea is dispelled at
once, when we see that the apostle is writing of ]ew and
Gentile, and of the Lord’s dealings with them nationally, and
that individual salvation is not touched upon at all. In the
close of the roth chapter, we see Israel as the “disobedient
and gainsaying people” (ver. 21), while the Gentiles are the
“foolish nation,” who were “no people” (ver. 19), who are
now to receive the favour of God. Long before, God had
called the whole nation of Israel “a green olive tree, fair and
of goodly fruit ” 5 yet He had been compelled to pronounce
evil against the olive tree of His own planting, and to break
off its branches (see jer. xi. 16, 17). In this rrth chapter of
Romans, the same figure is taken up, and a further thought is
added. Not only is the evil generation of Israel set aside, but
those who were “afar off” (Eph ii. 17), as to national position,
are made partakers of God’s grace. This is represented by
the grafting into the old stock some branches of a wild olive
tree. Now, what was meant by the breaking-off of the former
branches P Not that individual Israelites, who had known the
Lord and walked in His fear, were cut off for backsliding;
but that Israel, as a whole, were rejected from the place of
national nearness and blessing they had occupied. ' The salva-
tion of individuals was in no way touched by this ; just as the
salvation of Daniel and other Godly jews was not affected when
the nation was driven into captivity for 7o years. The Gentile
nations to whom the Gospel has come, and who have the
Scriptures, are now highly favoured. But, as God set Israel
aside to open to these nations a door of mercy, so presently,
when the fulness of the Gentiles is come in, He will set the
Gentiles aside, and restore to Israel their position of national
privilege; but that solemn dealing with the Gentiles has no
more effect upon the salvation of individual children of God,
than had the like dealings in the case of Israel. We trust the
above will furnish a sufficient clue, to enable those who have not
understood the chapter before, to follow the line of its argument.

II
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WHAT THINK YE “OF CHRIST?
gt" NJohn xviii. 1 we read, “When Jesus had spoken these

@.-,,.»-s words (the words of the 17th chapter), He went forth
with His disciples over the brook Cedron.” That brook

means Mark or dark. It was foul with the blood of the
sacrificial victims. As the Lord crossed that brook He saw the
blood of the bulls and goats and lambs that had been offered
on the Jewish altar in the temple. How He must have thought
of -the mighty sacrifice, faintly and feebly shadowed forth by
those victims, but the great reality of which would soon be
manifested in Himself. He crossed over the brook into the
garden with His disciples. “And Judas, also, which betrayed
Him, knew the place.” And the devil knows the place where
we are wont to pray. Have you a spot in your house where
you are wont to pray to God in secret? Satan knows it; and
that will be the place where he will be especially busy. y

In, the 8th verse we behold Jesus as the Good Shepherd.
“ If therefore ye seek Me, let these go their way.” He kept
His flock like a Good Shepherd. He guided it, guarded it,
preserved it. Blessed Jesus! “ Let these go their way.”
Take Me. Take the Shepherd, but spare the sheep. Just as
in the 22nd Psalm zoth verse, “Deliver My soul from the
sword, My darling from the power of the dog.” He was there
thinking of the nucleus of the Church that was being formed,
and He prays the Father to deliver His darling, the Church,
from the lion.

In the end of John xviii. we see the good confession He
made before Pontius Pilate, and we are exhorted to witness
a like good confession (1 Tim. vi. 13). We are not of the world,
as He was not of the world. Our kingdom is not from hence ;
we are not ruling here, we are suffering. We are not honoured,
we are despised. How are we witnessing that good confession?
The Lord said He was a King, but not now. We are children
of God, but the world knows us not. We are kings and priests
to God; let us not let go our dignity. We must not forget
that the power, the kingdom, and the glory are His in title,
although He is now the rejected Son of God. If we take our
place with Him, we are not pleasing the world like the pro-
fessing Church outside. She sits as a queen, living deliciously
and using the world for her own gratification. Let it not be so
with us. That is the mystery of iniquity which has the name
of Christ, and is using that name to prostitute His honour
and deny the high calling of the Church of God. We are
called to bear witness to the Truth, as well as to the Grace of
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Christ. This is His call to us in this day of expediency and
unholy compliance with the world and its ways. v

The death of our Lord was a judicial murder at the hands
of man. The very same precious blood that is bringing us all
blessing now and all the glory of the future, was poured out as
the result of murder at the hands of wicked men; and in the last
verse of this chapter we hear the world’s cry, “ Not this Man.”
The cry of the world from the manger was, “ No room here”;
the world His own hands had fashioned: and when the Man of
Sin is manifested, and the world cries out, “Who is like unto
Him? who will make war with Him?” it will only be the echo
of that first cry. But for Christ it is “Not this Man”; rejection
from the manger to the tomb, and even now, when on the
throne of God. When the sword of Herod drove Him into
Egypt, it w-as, “Not this Man.” During His life here, when
He had no pillow for His head, and was ministered unto by
women, and had not a penny to pay the tribute money; when
every man went to his own house, and He went to the Mount
of Olives, it was still, “Not this Man.” When he was in the
garden of Gethsemane, in the loneliness of that awful hour, it
was, “Not this Man.” In the hall of judgment, where they
mocked Him, spit upon Him, and smote Him, it was, “ Not
this Man.” And when they nailed Him to the Tree in the
sight of God, and demons and wicked men, it was, “ Not this
Man.” And in Christendom the cry is still, “Not this Man.”
We will not have this Man to reign over us. For nearly 18oo
years the world has been saying, “ Not this Man.” But grace
has taught us to say, “Yes! 2‘/tale" Man /” He is the Chief to
us among ten thousand, and He is coming with ten thousand
of His saints, and He will be the Chief One in the wondrous
glory of that quickly-coming day.

Oh! just think how Jesus walked in all that scene in the
garden of Gethsemane, when the cup of wrath was being
pressed upon Him. Then, as many a time before, He found
his resource in prayer. It was then that He made those
Strong cryings to His Father, for it was when the shadow of
the Cross was resting upon Him that He said, “My soul is
exceeding sorrowful, Seven unto death.” That cup of death,
with the wrath of God in it, was being pressed on Him,'but
still He said, “ Father, not My will, but Thine be done.”

In the hall of judgment, when they abused and reviled Him,
He committed His cause to the Father that judgeth righteously,
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and at the Cross His first prayer was, “Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they do ,1 they know not the glory of J
Thy Person; they know not the meaning of this hour; they ;
know not the indignity they are offering to Thee in the Son of
Thy love. Forgive them.” And before His last breath it .

"1
I

was, “ Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit I ”
l/Vhen the Gentiles came to Him, saying, “We would see

Jesus,” the Lord saw in that nothing but fieshly homage.
Just so, men now sing,

“ Bring forth the royal diadem.”
But He wants truth in the inward parts. It is very easy to
sing, but are we obedient to His blessed Word? Are we
truly saying,

“ Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an ofi'ering far too small ”?

What are we doing for His blessed name? What are we l
giving up for Him? Are we living deliciously on the earth? I
Are we seeking favour from those who give Him but outward l
homage, and deny the truths of His Name, His Person, and
His Word? We have rearily nothing to give Him ; but what
He wants so much is the affection of our hearts and the
devotedness of our lives. He wants us to commit our way to
Him. Oh! how Jesus walked amidst it all. How He was
like ta man that heard not, in Whose mouth there was no
rebuke. And just think for a moment of the solitude of the
walk of the Lord Jesus. Are we satisfied to walk alone with
Christ, to serve alone with Him? That is the test for us.
Martha could not serve alone with Him. She wanted the
Lord to tell her sister Mary to serve with her: “ Carest Thou
not that my sister hath left me to serve alone?” In order
to serve alone, we must walk alone with Him. What a solitary
path it is? His path on earth was not even understood by
His own. They did not understand His life nor His holiness.
If the world wilfully reviled and slandered Him, His own
misunderstood Him, and in the last hours they forsook Him;
and this was on their part the very denial of His Messiahship
and of all the truth He had been teaching them. It was but .
seldom, and very dimly, that He foretold His rejection, and @
when they saw it verified they all forsook Him and fled. They t
who followed Him to the Cross were amazed and afraid, and ,
shuddered at it. But He said, “Unless a corn of wheat fall ’
into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it t
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bringeth forth much fruit.” He saw that He must go through
that solitary path to the glory. To the Father He said,
“Thou wilt show Me the path of life” (Ps. xvi. Ir), and
that was through the death of that corn seed. His holy life
was above the knowledge of His own disciples. But if the
solitude of His own holy nature separated Him from man, the
solitude of the Cross separated Him from God. No helper, no
comforter, no arm to save, no human pity, and, above all, no
pity from His Father, God. God, as God, was judging sin in
the person of the Substitute, forsaking the Sin-bearer that He
might never forsake us, through time and through eternity.
Oh! the solitude of ‘the Cross. See the poor broken-hearted
mother at the foot of it, the disciples and the women standing
afar off, and the mob all around; the bulls of Bashan reviling,
and the Gentile dogs murmuring; the Father’s hand let go,
His heart broken; that was the solitude of the Cross. Solitude
from man, and solitude from an offended God. See how
at the approach of that hour Jesus yearned for the
companionship of those that He loved. What! will ye
not watch with Me? Will ye leave Me! My darling? The
flock I die to save ? Will you desert Me? And where does
He find sympathy now? Do you think He finds it in the
world? ~He finds it in those obedient to His Word, gathered
in His Name, and round His Person. But let us be careful;
we may be in this position even, and our hearts little touched.
What brings us together? If it is because we are linked to the
Father’s heart, and linked to the hearts of the saints, then there
must be a common sense of loss as to this world ; for Jesus is
not here. He is now saying to those who keep the Feast, “ Do
this, in remembrance of Me.” We are keeping the Memorial
Feast. We have turned aside from the world and its scene
of joy and revelry, and are refusing to be comforted with
anything it can give.

“All the vain things that charmed me most, I sacrifice them
to His blood.” We count them nothing for Christ. We are
like many who felt all buried in the grave of Jesus--wine, and
myrrh, and spikenard, very precious ; cedar wood, hyssop, and
purple, all in the grave of Jesus. There is a common sense of
love to Him, and loneliness while He is away. Even in His
absence we know that He is with us ; but we are longing to
see Him as He is, and our hearts are saying, “Come, Lord
Jesus?’
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SOME SIMPLE THINGS
wmcn no NOT occur: T0 svanv one.

 i

THATa speaker may be wearying the people with his talk,
while he is feeling perfectly satisfied himself with his address.

THAT a speaker has sometimes finished what _he has to say
a long while before he sits down.

1':

THAT he who -speaks should have something to say.

THAT liberty for God to use whom He will does not mean
liberty for any one to talk.

_THAT what is worth speaking is worth ‘ being said loud
enough, if possible, for all to hear.

THAT the above applies to brethren who lead the assembly
in-prayer as well as to those who speak.

THAT a brother may often betterlhelp a meeting by his
silence, than when by speaking he hinders the ministry of
more instructed brethren. It must not be overlooked, however,
that a few words of ministry from less gifted ones are often
used of God to the help of His people.

 

THAT in attending to the assembly’s money matters, as in
other things, “ Two are better than one ” --the fellowship
making the service pleasanter, and being a source of greater
satisfaction to the church.

THAT the fellowship of giving is promoted, and the interest
enlarged, by communicating to the assembly accounts of its
finances.

THAT the laying by in store (1 Cor. xvi.) is not the giving
at the Lord’s table, but the setting aside for His use of that
which we purpose for Him, to be used as need arises and as
He directs in His work. This by no means implies that it is
improper to give of that store at the Lord’s table.
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HABAKKUK.
=2? _,;_ F the personal history of the prophet we know nothing-

The particulars of his birth, upgrowing and position
1 are withheld; even the jewish traditions being vague

and uncertain. The prophecy itself, however, afibrds evidence
that it must have been written shortly before the seventy years’
captivity, during a time of almost universal departure from
God. And if we may take a hint from the meaning of his
name, 2‘/ze eméoramed one, we may gather that the prophet found
a refuge from the ever increasing tide of evil in communion
with his God. That God is sufficient for His people in the
darkest hour is indeed the main lesson of the book. It may
be interesting to notice that four times most solemnly, in the
New Testament, the.Spirit of God, by Paul, calls attention
to this prophecya--viz., Acts xiii. 4o-41, Rom. i. 17, Gal. iii. rr,
and Heb. x. 37-38. T

But to glance at the book itself. We may divide it into two
parts, 2.‘/ze first two akapters being taken up with Habakkulfs
prayers to God concerning the state of the people and Go_d’s
replies thereto; while the last c/zapter is a glorious psalm, in
which, having made asingle petition for revival and mercy,
the prophet is led to contemplate the majesty of God. So
fully does this occupy his soul, that he is lifted up from the
atmosphere of earth to heaven, above all circumstances, to
rejoice in God Himself. This blessed experience is what makes
the marked contrast between the opening and the close of the
book, which has been so often noticed. The prophet begins
with a wail, but he ends with a shout. His earlier lines are
pitched in a very minor key, but he ‘closes with a burst of
triumph. “How long shall I cry, and Thou wilt not hear?"
(ch. i. 2) gives place to “I will rejoice in the Lord ” (ch. iii.
18). And mark, this change is not because of some great
blessing received or deliverance granted. No, the change is
not in God above, nor in circumstances around, but in the
prophet himself. At the outset he is looking around, but as
we leave him he is looking up to his God; hence peace and
joy take the place of doubt and fear. To look within isdespair;
to look around reveals confusion; but to look up is peace.
What a comment this whole prophecy is on that precious verse,
“Thou shalt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed
on Thee ,1 because he trusteth in Thee ” (Isa. xxvi. 3).

There is a very easily traced parallel between the opening
verses and the experience of Elijah, when he ran away from
jezebel, as recorded in I Kings xix. 9-18. In answer to the
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question, “What doest thou here?” Elijah notfonly accuses
Israel (Rom. xi. 2), but, in effect, God Himself. He implies
that he is more jealous than the Almighty for the honour of
His name. In each case the reply is the same--judgment
foretold; to Elijah, by Hazael and Elisha; to Habakkuk,
by the Chaldeans. We do well to pause here to remember
that to be more eager than the Righteous One for judgment
is no sign of grace. David’s zeal went beyond the law in
2 Sam. xii. 5-8; but then that was before he was restored.
Jonah teaches the same lesson. These threatenings do not
satisfy the prophet, hence the prayer of ch. i. I2 to ch. ii. 1.
We notice in passing that the revised reading of the last three
words, viz., “concerning my complaint,” instead of ‘F when I
am reproved,” clears up the meaning of the passage. It still
seems to Habakkuk as if God was indifferent to the interests
of His people; first, as to their sins, and now in the choice of
the instrument for their correction. It is the Martha language,
“ Lord, dost Thou not care? ” (Luke x. 4o.)

Then comes the second answer, which is twofold, for Hope i
and Faith. To Hope, it says, “Though it tarry,” that is the ,
deliverance of which the vision spoke, according to the inter- I
pretation of Heb. x. 37," “wait for it, because it will surely
come and not delay ” (R.V.); to Faith—“The just shall live
by faith.” Now faith is the opposite of sight, as we learn from i
2 Cor. v. 7. Oh! what a blessed lesson. The secret of a .
calm and holy walk in the midst of difficulty, opposition, and
perplexity is to live by faith. As in natural life we breathe
one breath at a time, as we get it from the hands of God, so i
are we to draw power from the same hands of love for our l
spiritual life. The spirit of faith and dependence is the opposite pi
of pride; hence we are told, “His soul, which is lifted up, is ,
not upright in him, but the just shall live by his faith.” What
a perfect example we have of this in our blessed Lord, O,
jesus Christ. Who ever had to tread so thorny a pathway?
Misunderstood by His own; cast out by those He came to ;
bless; yet, in the midst of all, He ever manifested the calm ’
and holy life of the One who walked the perfect path of faith
in, and dependence upon, His Father.

What will most help us to live by faith, we may well ask.
The answer is, the knowledge of God. ,“ They that know Thy I,

IIname will put their trust in Thee ” (Ps. ix. IO, and xci. I4).
Everything that helps us to know God helps us in this blessed I
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life; and, in the same way, everything that obscures our
vision of God makes that life feeble. Oh! to know God;
then, like Enoch, in the midst of growing evil which may seem
like a torrent to rise higher and higher till it threatens to sweep
away all testimony for God, we shall have this testimony that
we please Him.

To look around in this our day, and only to see the lack of
power to contend for the faith once delivered to the saints
(Jude iii.), tends to bitterness 'of soul and to shutting up of
the bowels of love; but, in the midst of all, to look up and
walk by faith will enable us to sing Habakkuk’s song, though
we shall have true tears for all the sin and sorrow that
surround us.

_ H ——-—

“LO, I COIVIE!”
“ L0, I come 1”-—’Tis']esus speaking,-

‘Ere creation’s work began,
When within the Father"s bosom,

Love designed redemption’s plan.
“ In the body Thou preparest

I will all Thy work fulfil ;
For Thy law is my rejoicing,

I delight to do Thy will.”

“ Lo, I come!”--The Lord Incarnate
Takes a manger for His bed;

In the world His word created
Has not where to lay His head;

Bearstreproach, contempt, and sorrow,
Suffers anguish, grief and shame;

Cruel taunts and rude dishonour,
Though “ Immanuel” is His name.

“Lo, I come I”--’Tis God the Father
Comes in darkness black as night ;

Earth’s foundations shake and tremble
\Vhilst the sun withdraws his light.

God comes down and bruises jesus,
Lays our sins on His dear Son;

“ It is finished I it is finished 1”
Love’s redeeming work is done.
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“L0, I Come! ”

“ Lo, I come l ”---All heaven is gazing,"
Lost in wonder at His love ;

As by His own blood He passes
Through, the holy place above.

His own blood--no meaner treasure
Could procure what He has bought ;

Heaven with hallelujahs echoes
At the work His love has wrought.

“Lo, I come I”-—-His-ransomed people
Long to hear the trumpet loud, I

Telling of the Lord’s appearing .
For His loved ones in the cloud.

Still we wait with eager longing,
We, for whom He shed His blood,

Wait the voice of the Archangel, ,
Wait to hear the trump of God. i

y “ Lo, 1 come l”—My people with me;
See the gorgeous triumph waits,

Lift your heads ye heavenly gates.
Hail the Lord of Hosts returning, ’

Mighty victor from His wars,
Lift. your heads ye gates, and open

Wide, ye everlasting doors.

ITHREE APPEARINGS. .
“Jesus Christ, the same YESTERDAY, and TO-DAY, and FOR EVER" '

' (Heb. xiii. 8).

YESTERDAY.-—“ Now once in the end of the world hath He
APPEARED, to put away Sin by the sacrifice of Himself”
(Heb. ix. 26). A

To-nav.—“ For Christ is not entered into the holy places
made with hands, which are the figures of the true ; but into
heaven itself, now to APPEAR in the presence of God for us ”
(Heb. ix. 24). I

T0-Moaaow.-——-“Unto them that lookfo-rHim shall He APPEAR .
the second time, without sin, unto salvation” (Heb. ix. 28). -

.___.-.. -_ at.-- r ' r - ---—-—l
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i “THE LORD REIGNETH.”

(PSALM xcix. 1).

NOTES OF AN ADDRESS-

II.
-gga OW the word “meet,” in this place, means a good deal

more than what we should call a meeting by chance.
i When God says, “There will I meet with thee,” it is a

meeting by appointment. It is the sweet trysting-place that we
sometimes sing of. Oh, how wonderful! that the throne of God,
established in judgment and righteousness, should become the
meeting-place between my soul and Himself. All this God
wants us to have in our hearts when we say, “The Lord
reigneth.” What should we be afraid of if we always remem-
bered this-—-if the fact that “ The Lord reigneth ” was our joy
and support all the day long? This is what made the difference
between those trembling, fleeing disciples, when Jesus was
before Pilate, and those very same disciples in Acts iv. when
they had just been turned out of the judgment hall.

Now, for another thought about the throne, let us turn to
the rst chapter of Ezekiel. Perhaps all are not very familiar
with the existing circumstances at that time. This book is
mainly composed of visions which God gave to His servant
when Ezekiel and the children of Israel were captives in
Babylon. The temple had been stripped of all its glory, and
its holy vessels had been taken to exalt heathenism in Babylon.
Jerusalem was laid waste, and all was disorder and confusion.
We must remember that in those days worship was carried on
by means of outward ordinances, in contrast with the worship
in spirit and in truth of this dispensation. We must remember,
also, that all this desolation was the result of Israel’s sin.
Well, it was under these circumstances that God was about to
send His servant Ezekiel with a message to His disobedient
people. God had been. compelled, after many warnings--
“rising up early,” as Jeremiah says, to plead with them-—to
send judgment upon them ; and this judgment brought
reproach upon His own name.

God can better afford to let His name be covered with
reproach by the world, through the judgment of His people’s
sins, than that His name should be identified with the wrong-
doing of His people. God cannot afford to wink at sin in
those who are intimately connected with His name and glory.
This is one reason why those who are led out, in obedience to
God’s Word, to gather round the Lord Jesus, should expect
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far more solemn judgment of all their actions, as assemblies of
saints, than God’s children who are yet in human systems.
Those systems are not identified with His name, thoughwe
do not doubt that many of God’s dear children are in them,
captives, as the children of Israel were, in Babylon. The
glory of the name of Jehovah was bound up in Jerusalem, and
that was why God put Jerusalem in ruins rather than allow its
sin to pass unjudged. Just so now, God cannot afford to pass
over things in connection with those who are gathered to the
name of the Lord Jesus, which He suffers to go on unchecked
in the religious systems. For example, if you were to get
up a concert and other entertainments to raise money, do
you think God could pass that by? Why, you know that if.
such sin was not repented of and forsaken, He would break
you to pieces. But, in the different religious denominations,
that sort of thing is done constantly, and God appears to pass.
it by unnoticed, for Jesus is not the Lord in their associations.
When you gather round the Lord on a Lord’s-day morning,
you say, “We are counting upon God for help, by the Holy
Spirit, that we may worship Him in spirit and in truth. We.
believe that He will divide to each one as He sees fit ; and
we desire that He Himself shall control all we do.” If you say
this, and really mean it in your hearts, then you have a mighty
claim upon God for help. But it, on the other hand, you say
this in word, while there is no real exercise of heart before
God about the matter, no laying hold of Him in faith, the
result will be confusion and disorder, much more than you
would ever find in connection with a service arranged entirely
on human principles.

Now, it has been necessary to call these things to mind
so that we may understand the circumstances under which
this book of Ezekiel opens. Ezekiel was to be sent with words
of solemn rebuke to the rebellious and disobedient people.
Little wonder if he should tremble to go. So God strengthens
him by giving him this vision of the rst chapter. And here
we get a picture of true ministry: God being the source, the
living creatures representing the various characters of ministry,
and the wheels the varied spheres of service. J But without
dwelling on all the instructive details of the chapter, let
us notice -the 26th verse, which brings us once more to the
throne. Faith is able to look above the firmament, and
Ezekiel sees “the likeness of a throne,” and the appearance of
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a Man upon it. How needful it was for poor Ezekiel, if
he was to carry out the commission God was entrusting to
him to see something more than the difiicult circumstances
that surrounded him. Oh, how good to know that the Mighty
One, in the midst of heaven’s throne, is the Man of Calvary.
When ]ohn, in the Isle of Patmos, saw that door opened in
heaven, and turned his eyes to look for the lion of the tribe of
Judah, he saw, in the midst of the throne and of the living
creatures and of the four and twenty elders, a little lamb
as it had been slain ; and here, Ezekiel sees upon the throne
the likeness of a Man. Thank God for the Man upon the
throne! The blessed One who occupied that throne was not
always a man with a human ‘body. But, He came down to
earth and took upon Him the body which God had prepared
for Him, and He never gives up that body. As a Men He
has gone back to the Majesty on high, “having received gifts,
in 2‘/ze jllarz,” as we have it in Psalm lxviii. 16. Ezekiel saw
the likeness of a M2212 upon the throne above. The Man com-
pletes the vision, glory surrounds the throne. If Ezekiel had
never seen the throne and the Man upon it-—if he had not
known something of the power and glory of Jehovah, how
would he have been able to deliver the message which God
was commanding him to take to the children of Israeli’
Connect this with chapter iii. IO. Here is God’s command to
us-—-To listen to His Word; to receive it in the heart ; and then
to speak it whether they will hear or whether they will forbear.
Now, we know that this is a hard thing to do, a,__nd we need the
same strength and encouragement as Ezekiel. Two or three
feeble believers may be gathered together, in touch weakness,
with nothing to lean upon but Himself. Men may look on and
say, “ Oh, there’s nothing in that ; ” but faith can look up and
see the Man upon the throne, in the power of God, and know
that He bestows gifts upon His Church. May God bring this
home to us in all our varied circumstances, so that, with our
eyes up to the Man upon the throne, we may be able to say,
“Let all things go, for He ever remains.”

KEEP your conscience close to the written Word of God.
Without that, conscience cannot be trusted for a moment to
guide you aright.
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The Husbandman, the Vine, and the Branches.
‘i e%,"_,,'r%J_'f Y Father is the husbandman.” How beautifully this

opens up the whole subject of heavenly discipline.
( Once we were sinners in the sight of a holy God.

But God, in infinite grace, saved us; and then we became the
children of God, for we were begotten of God, born into His
family _; and so God became our Father.

What wonderful things the Lord ]esus had been telling the
disciples about “The Father ” in the previous chapter. He
speaks of heaven as “ My Father’s house.” The Holy Spirit is
“the Comforter, . . . whom the Father will send in My
name.” He promises that He and yHis Father will come to
make their abode with each one who keeps His Word. And
then He finishes by telling them that He is going to the
Father, and that all He is doing is according to the Father’s
commandment. And now He is going to speak to them of
the gracious discipline that is to make them all fruitful branches ,1
and He assures them that the one who will carry out this
discipline, is the same Father of whom He had so much to say.
“ MY FATHER is the husbandman.” Wherever God speaks of
Himself as the Father, it is in regard to His dealings with us
as His children. It follows, therefore, that as the Father is
the husbandman, so all His dealings with the branches are in
the fulness of His fatherly love. Even when He takes a branch
away, as in verse 2, it is still the Father dealing with a dis-
obedient child, so that one may not be a hinderer of the others.

Very solemn indeed are such dealings from the Father’s
hand, but we rmust never confound them with the action of
God in judgment, dealing with a sinner. Indeed the two
divisions of the second verse are just of the same character
and have the same object in view. The word “purgeth ” in
the second half of the verse is exactly the same as “taketh
away,” except that the word “from ” is added to it. The
verse, therefore, reads as follows :~—--“ Every branch in Me that
beareth not fruit, He taketk =:m-'.~:zy.- and every branch that
beareth fruit, He fa/I’ez‘k aze:ay_fr0m it, that it may bring forth
more fruit.” “Then the vine-dresser prunes a fruitful branch,
he takes away from it all that is hindering its perfect fruitfulness.
But when a branch bears no fruit, it is only a hindrance to the
fruitfulness of other branches, and he takes it away altogether.
Of course, in the case of the vine, a branch thus taken away
can never be restored to its place again. But the parable will
not illustrate every point. No parable does 5 for earthly
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figures can never perfectly show forth heavenly truths, even
when they are especially adapted to the purpose, as in the
case of the Tabernacle.

The Father’s taking away of the unfruitful branch may be in
various ways. He may remove a believer from a place or a
position where he had become a hindrance instead of a help.
He may lay him aside for a while by sickness. He may even
cut short his days here altogether. And yet all this willstill
be the discipline of the Father’s hand, and must not be
confounded with God’s dealings with the unsaved (see I Cor.
xi. 3o-32).

“ Abide in Me, and I in you.” So says the Lord in verse 4,
and it seems, no doubt, to be a strange sort of commandment.
That He should bid us to abide in Him seems quite reason-
able; but in what sense can He lay it as a commandment on
us that He should abide in us? We think that verse 7 will
supply us with the answer——“ If ye abide in Me, and "My
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you.” For His words to abide in us is another way
of saying that He Himself shall abide in us. Then in Verse IO
He says-—-“ If ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in
My love.” He abides in us when we give place in our hearts
for His words, and so keep His commandments. And in
doing this we shall abide in His love, and in this way alone we
can be fruitful. The Lord jesus has chosen us that we should
bring forth fruit, and that our fruit should remain (verse 16).
The Father is glorified when we bear much fruit (verse 8).
And this is the object of all His pruning of us. But while
the branches of the vine may illustrate much of this wonderful
subject, they never can tell us how dear each individual saint
is to the heart of God. And it is here that the precious
name, “The Father,” comes in to ‘help us. The vine-dresser
has no especial care for each individual branch, so long as a
goodly weight of fruit is borne by the whole. But the
husbandman who uses the pruning-knife upon us is “The
Father,” and He loves each one of us. How confidently,
then, we can commit ourselves into the hands of such a
husbandman, who chastens us “for our profit, that we might
be partakers of His holiness ” (Heb. xii. Io).

1 _ . _ ___ _ -- ——-—dl “‘

WHAT can come wrong to us, guided by His love that gave
up life, and by His power that quickened death?

-- ___ — i - - ——1i1 1'"-' "' "'"  "**w
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The ,Huslra1m'man, t/ze Vine, and t/ze Bmrzc/zes. ij
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“ONE THING I KNOVV.”
(_JoHN'ix.n5).

T is a grand thing to be able to speak that which we really
 know, and testify of what we have truly seen and
- experienced (see John iii. tr). The man who had been

born blind did not know a great many things when he was
called to bear witness before the Pharisees ; but the one thing
he did know made him more than a match for all their boasted
learning. If he had gone beyond that one thing, they would
soon have got him into a difficulty, but while he stuck to that
they were defeated in all their (attempts to shake him. “ This
man is a sinner,” said the Pharisees. “Whether He be a
sinner or no, I know not,” was the prompt answer. “One
thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see.” “But we
don’t know where He comes from,” said the Pharisees. “And
yet He has opened my eyes,” said the man. And so when
they had nothing else they could say, they cast him out; but
the simple man, with the “one thing ” that he really knew,
had completely baffled them.

Some young believers think they will not attempt to say
anything for Christ till they know a good deal. So they attend
meetings, and they read books, and presently get to think they
know something. Oh, what a position of danger they are in !
And the adversary knows it, and is not slow to take advantage
of it. That is the time when false doctrines are most readily
imbibed. As long as the purveyors of novelties or the deniers
of the truth are met with that which we really know, they can
make no headway with us. But once try and meet them with
second-hand knowledge, and they will get the better of us.
All the terrible theories which, in one shape or another, have
denied the Godhead of the Lord Jesus, or have made Him a
partaker of sin, are thrown off immediately by the simple-
hearted believer who takes his stand where that once blind
man took his. It was not long before he knew something
further. The man who had borne his simple testimony to
what Jesus had done in -opening his blind eyes, was taught
that that Jesus was the Son of God (see verses 35-38), and he
believed and worshipped Him. Let us bear witness to that
which we truly know, and not be afraid to say of other things,
“I_don’t know that yet.” Far, far better than waiting till we
think we know many things, which, after all, it may be we
don’t know at all. s

WORK interfering with communion is no work.
_ ____ _.___ ._ ___ _ --- _-||- ——— _.. - ——— .
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j A BURNING FIRE. I

“ Then I said, I will not make mention of Him, nor speak any more in His name. But
z His Ward was in my heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with

in forbearing, and I could not sissy" (Jer. xx. 9).
,Z-_-—-|-ilniiq.

?Twas no good news Jeremiah had to deliver. God had g,
sent him to reprove disobedient Judah, and to tell of
coming punishment. This was no pleasant task, and it

involved much persecution and reproach, as we see from f
, Jeremiah’s cry to the Lord--“ I am in derision daily, every one
, mocketh me” (verse 7). He felt it too much to bear, and, in a J
' moment of weakness, he thought he would choose the easier

path, and not speak any more for his God. But Jeremiah I
soon found he could not keep silent; his Master’s message waS j

p burning in his heart, and he felt he must tell it out. And
, then, when Jeremiah got to this point, his confidence in his

God was renewed, the fear of his enemies dispelled, and l
he exclaimed with triumph in the face of all his difliculties,
“But the Lord is with me,” &c. (verse 11). j

There is much for us to learn in all this. God has given us
a message to deliver. And, oh! what good news we have to
tell, even salvation to poor, perishing sinners. Have we ever ;

5 felt like Jeremiah, that that message was a burning fire in our "
hearts, and that we must proclaim it? “Oh! yes,” we could
most of us answer; “we remember feeling like that just after
we were converted-—we were so happy, we felt we must tell .
everybody we met what the Lord had done for us, and warn ;
zhem of the danger they were in.” The fire was burning '

J brightly and steadily then. What has become of it new? 1
T/zen we tried to bring a friend to the Gospel meeting, we

y spoke ta word to those with whom we worked, and when we
had an opportunity, we gave away a tract. But gradually we I
have given up all this. New we are content to go tothe r
Gospel meeting alone, we talk to our companions at our work, '

i about anything and everything but Christ, and somehow it I
W happens we never carry tracts with us, so we cannot give any

I away. _ If asked for a reason for all this, we generally plead as
‘F an excuse, want of gift or want of faith. Does it require any

gift to tell good news? Watch that little child; he has just ,
1 been told that he and his brothers and sisters are to have a

holiday to-rnorrow, and he has been allowed to go and tell the I
others. How eagerly he runs to them, and how his face

pr beams with delight ; he enjoys telling his message, because thg_'
it '- ‘———-— --"" -— - - - -=-- - --88 P ._ _ — — _ _-_ .__.
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j A Bawzirzg Fire.
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news has already made him happy. No, it is not gift we want,
but earnest hearts. Hearts so filled with gratitude and love
to the Lord for all He has done for us, that we want to spend f
every moment in doing something for Him. Hearts so’ filled '
with the joy that His love gives, that we long for others to share
our happiness; and hearts so filled with love and pity for
perishing ones, that we must tell them of their danger and of ,
a refuge. “ Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth i
speaketh” -(Matt. xii. 34) ; and if the “abundance” of our ;
hearts was “Jesus and His love,” we could not help speaking
to others about it. Oh! let us remember that though we l
may excuse ourselves to fellow-saints for our neglect in this
matter, we cannot offer one excuse to God, for it is a solemn
responsibility He has laid upon us ; not simply on those who
preach, but on every one of His children. He hassomething l
for each one of us to do. That is why He has left us down here. |
He could have taken us straight to heaven after He saved us, »
but He wanted us to be His witnesses here--to be His i
honoured instruments ‘in bringing others to the Saviour we
have found. This is His purpose for us here. Are we
fulfilling it? or are we grieving His heart by our carelessness
and indifference about that which is so precious to Him?

But perhaps we have been seeking to speak for the Lord,
and to be His faithful messengers, and, like Jeremiah, we have
had to suffer reproach and wrong; and perhaps we feel as he
did, as if we must give it up, it is such hard work, and we
only get laughed at for it. Well, ifwe are like Jeremiah in
these things, let us be like him in the rest of the verse, and let
that grand “but” come in, that will stop all thoughts of
halting. For let us remember that this work He has given us
to do is not only a solemn responsibility, but also a precious
privilege. Heaven, with all its joys, cannot give us this—the
joy and honour of witnessing for Him in His rejection, of
bearing reproach for His name, and of winning sinners to
trust Him. This is ours now while on earth, and only now.
We shall rerwe Him in /freeware, but A-are He gives us both to
serve Him and to rujier for Him. He puts our love to the
greatest test here, and sends us these precious opportunities of
bearing reproach for Him, that we may thus prove what it is
the joy of His heart to know, that “we love Him because He
first loved us.”

He has gone to prepare a place for us. He is occupied for
-. . 8.9. _l__l __._ _-___-.-
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Scriptural Ministry. J

us up there, and He would have us occupied for Him down
here, during this “little while,” till he comes to take us home,
when we shall be occupied with Him, and for Him for ever.
" Help us lovingly tolabour, looking for Thy present smile ; '

Looking for Thy promised blessing, through the brightening ‘little_while."
Words for Thee, in weakness spoken, Thou wilt here accept and own,
And confess them in Thy glory, when we see Thee on Thy throne.”

SCRIPTURAL MINISTRY.
mores or an annnass.

P-ROPOSE to _show from the Scripture what is God’s
_..,,,.,,, mind concerning ministry. And when we know the

mind of God, it 1s our business to seek in allthings to
conform to it. O

Ephesians iv. 7-I6 ---I gather from this passage that the
source of all divine ministry is the Christ, the ascended Head
of the body,ithe Church. Whatever does not proceed from
Him cannot edify the members of His body. It has been often
said to me that we, who gather unto the name of Jesus only,
and, as assemblies of God, seek to acknowledge Christ as
Lord, carrying out His will as given in the Scriptures—that we
deny the doctrine of the Christian ministry. I would reply
that I rather seek most earnestly to contend for the doctrine of
the Christian ministry. Not that which man can make or
provide by his wisdom or money; but that which comes from
Christ Himself. The figure is used here of the head and the
members of the body. The Head is the Christ, who is now at
theright hand of God, and all who believe in Him constitute
the “ members of His body.” Just as in my body every member
has its own function, and the health of the whole body depends
upon each member performing its respective function ; so is it
in the body of Christ. Each member has its place in the body,
and each has its Special function to discharge. That I believe
to be true scriptural ministry._ Verse r6—~“From whom (that
is Christ) the whole body fitly joined together, and compacted
by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual
working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the
body into the edifying of itself in love.” Every member of
the body should be contributing its share to the general bless-
ing of the whole. If any part is not supplying its share, then
there is blessing lost. All blessing comes from the Head, and

_.- - — - _ _ - _ — _ __ r——|-|u'-- - -- - —" F - --_ . . __ - I —u —|-I$"_l _- |-I90 . _ .
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Scrzlotztral Ministry.
 

the members are the channels through which it flows. s There
is a distinction between ministry and C worship. Ministry
descends from the Head, to and through the members, for the
edification of the body of Christ. Worship goes up to God,
from the members, through Christ. God blesses nus in1 order
that we may render Him worship and thanksgiving in return
If you look at Col. 19, you will find the same truth, blessing
descending from the Head through the members, in, order to
the blessing strengthening, edifying, and knitting together of
the members of the body of Christ.

“He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets ;”&c. (verse 1 1).
If He gave them, then it is the Church’s business to acknowledge
them. The apostles and prophets have passed away, and God
has in His infinite wisdom and grace preserved for us, in the
Scriptures, His revealed will given through them. The gifts
which remain are the evangelist, pastor, and teacher. Evan-
gelists are given by the Lord to the Church, for the purpose of
delivering sinners from the dominion of Satan, in order that
they might be brought, through the Gospel, into the kingdom
of the Son of God, into the flock of the Good Shepherd, into the
fellowship of God’s people, into His assembly, the place where
the Lord rules as Lord over His own house. Then there is the
pastor and teacher. The Lord Iesus is the Great Shepherd
and Bishop of our Souls, and He has got under Him thoseHe
calls pastors and teachers. The difierence between the prophet
and teacher is this: the prophet spoke by inward inspiration
the Message of God, in words that He gave him; the teacher,
by the help of the Spirit, shows from the Written Word the
mind of God; The teacher cannot go beyond the Written
Word, whereas the prophet might come with a fresh message
from God -— one that had never been uttered before. In
connection with the pastor, tum to Acts xx. 28---“ Take heed

. . . unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the Church of
God, which He hath purchased with His own blood.” That
word “ overseers ” is the same word as bishop. It is the Holy
Spirit that makes a man an overseer. No man, or company of
men, can‘ make a man an overseer. Turn to 2 Cor. viii. 16-
“Thanks-be to God which put the same earnest care into the
heart of Titus for you.” We see from this verse that it is God
alone who puts a care for the flock into the heart of the pastor.
None but God by His Spirit can do this, and we areto look to

FI"'
_ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ i --- _ ___ -u
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Him to do it. When we see a lack of this godly care for the
e flock of God in our own assemblies, let us look to God to put

the care into His servants, and stir them up to look after the
sheep of Christ. Look now at I Cor. xii. 4-6-1--“ Now there
are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are
difierences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there
are diversities ofoperations, but it is the same God which worketh
all in all.” We see from these verses that the gift, or qualifica-
tion, is of the Spirit; that the ministration is in subjection to the
the Lord, and that it is the same God which worketh all in all.
Man’s will has nothing whatever to do with the exercising of
the gifts bestowed on the members. “God hath set the mem-
bers every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased Him ”
(verse I8). What a strange thing it would be if all the functions
of our body were to be fulfilled by one member! Even so
God has arranged that there should be perfect liberty for each
member of the body of Christ to fulfil its own function. That
may be hindered in two ways. First, by a humanly devised
system; and, next, by our own carnality, ignorance or world-
liness. If I am where it is hindered by a humanly-devised
system, I have no power to alter it; but if it is hindered by the
condition of our souls, then we can humble ourselves before
God, and seek grace from Him to put it right. What we need
is a heart in perfect subjection to the will of Christ, seeking in
simplicity to know His will, and, in dependence on His grace,
to carry it out.

—l_———|I-I

I
i
l

I
_ ' - - 1-

IT is not the commandments that make the bondage, it is
the position that we occupy in regard to them. A command-

I ment over me brings bondage, but that same commandment
treasured up in my heart is perfect liberty.

I S IF we call Jesus “ Lord,” and do not give Him the placeoi
‘ -rule in our hearts, we are like the soldiers who bowed the

knee and said, “Hail, king.” But the crown they crowned
' Him with was a crown of thorns.
i LAW AND GRACE.--—Moses’ first miracle was to tum water
l into blood (Ex. vii. 16-18). Christ’s first miracle was to turn
I water into wales (john ii. 11).
i HE will never put us away. Having loved us, He loves us
l to the emf, knowing us thoroughly.

92 ‘———-—-
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THE Christian’s hope’s a !z"zroZy hope,
’Tis in a Z:im'ng Lord ;

His hope is in the Zz't'z'a:g God,
And in His z.e.'..g l.-Vord.

The Christian’s hope’s a Messed hope,
Delivering from all fear ;

It is the hope of seeing‘ God,
His Saviour, soon appear.

, The Christian’s hope’s a barter hope
Than could the law provide ;

For none by law have ever been,
Nor C3-1'1 be, justified.

A sure hope is the Ch.ristian’s hope,
It cannot be o’erthrown ;

’Tis fixed on Christ, the precious, tried,
And sure Foundation Stone.

The Christian’s hope’s a stooof/‘art hope;
By it he’s saved, secure. S

His hope is in the steadfast God,
Whose every word is sure.

‘ A good hope is the Christian’s hope,

’Tis safely kept in Heaven.

“The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that
ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost C”
(Rom. xv. I3). ~

THE CHRISTIAN’S HOPE.

r Peter i. 3.

I‘ Cor. xv. Ig, so-.

I Peter L 21.

Ps. cxix. BI; I Pet. i. 23.

Titus ii. 13.

Rom. v. 2; Heb. iii. 6.-

Titus ii. I3.

Heb. 19.

Rom..viii. 3; Gal. iii. 21

Gal. ii. 16..

Heb. vi. :9.

Isaiali xxviii.

Heb. vi. I9.

Rom. viii. 24.

Dan. vi. 26.

2 Peter i. Io.

Col. i. 5.

I6

By God so freely-given ; 2 These. ii. 16.
A hope that ne’er will make ashamed~= Rom. 1.». 5.

J. H.
__ _ ____ — -I1-I I‘ l-n-|_l-i 1-:.i— l — IIF—'I I
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SOME SIMPLE THINGS
WHICH no NOT occun ro EVERY one.

THAT submitting to those who are the guides does not mean
doing nothing, and leaving the guides to do everything; but
rather following their godly guidance, and acting as they direct.

THAT oversight work is not doing the work of the ossemolj/,
so much as guidingithe assembly z'z‘se§’ to act in right ways. A

THAT no special gift is required to open the meeting-room
door, light gas and fires, move forms, hand hymn books,
810.; nor is it specially the work of those taking oversight
to attend to such things.

THAT none in the assembly, whosewilling heart prompts to
such service, need be debarred from it, provided always that
their walk is a consistent one.

-

THAT he who undertakes to have the room opened should be
a most punctual man. ~

THAT a kindly word and some consideration for strangers,
will go a long way towards helping them and inducing them to
come again. C

THAT it is best for all in fellowship to have their ownlBibles
and hymn books, and to bring them to every meeting; this
avoids much confusion arising from moving about to lend books.

THAT when it is needful to lend Bibles, &c., to strangers,
this had better be done early in the meetillgi so as not to
occasion disorder just atthe moment the speaker is commencing.

THAT Bibles put into the hands of unsaved people, little
accustomed to use them, at the beginning of a Gospel address,
often distract their attention, through their vain endeavour to
fiI1d_plt1C6S.

 — -— — — T — __ .
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b 5 'The Fellowship of One Assembly with Another.
(Exraacr snort A Larrsa.)

DO not like, in the absence of the fullest knowledge of
 all particulars, to attempt to form a judgment on any
—- particular case, but as to the general principles involved

in such a matter as you describe; I should say as follow :—-
It is, undoubtedly, extremely important that different gather-

ings of believers should seek to act in fellowship with one
another in all questions of receiving or putting away, and that
there should not be steps taken by one that would nullify the
action of another. On the other hand, we must take care not
to assume any sort of authority over other gatherings, or to
imagine that our permission, or‘ even recognition, is needed
before two or three seeking to gather to the name of the Lord
jesus can count upon the fulfilment of such sayings of His as
Matt. xv-iii. verses 18-20, and Matt. xxviii. verses 19, zo. It
would be a grave mistake to argue that we need take no notice
of what action a gathering had taken because we had never
recognised them formally. But, on the other hand, it is equally
a mistake to suppose that because one gathering receives a
person whom another would not receive, that that must in-
volve a cessation of fellowship between the two. No doubt
grave difficulties arise in such a case; and these difficulties
would have been avoided had there been such hearty fellow-
ship between the two, that each had done the utmost to satisfy
andassuresthe other. But where there hasbeen a lack of care
on the part of one, and a forgetfulness of the claims upon us
to maintain fellowship, this should be met by forbearance and
a readiness to believe that the others have sought to act for
God, even though they have been led into a mistake. The
arrogant claims so often put forward, “What we have done was
the act of the Holy Ghost, and if you do not fall in with itqyou
are resisting God,” are in most cases merely a cloak to cover
a sense of injured self-importance, and only deceive, as a rule,
the persons who make the claims. Still, no doubt, there is
often a confused but sincere idea about acting for God mixed
up with such statements, and it is most important that.their
unscriptural character should be made plain.

You will doubtless ask then what Scripture says on the sub-
ject. I think, perhaps, the silence of Scripture is quite as
forcible here as anything it declares. No system by which any
number of gatherings force their authority upon others, where
they cannot convince their consciences, may be upheld without
the clearest warrant from Scripture, and Scripture never directly

_- _ - -- ---- "—II_ _. ___ -_- i

95



The Believer's Pathway 8 (1887)

The Believer's Pathway 8 (1887)

 

T/ze Fe/Zowskzyfi of Orzo Assowzéiy wit/z Arzot/tor.
 T —1.|_ _ - - ' -_ 1F— -— I-I-ii; —— * ' ‘Ii --_‘ I i

or indirectly warrants anything of the sort. In the second and
third chapter of the Revelation we have the Lord jesus sending

I messages to seven companies of saints, all situated near together.
y In five, at least, out of the seven He has to point out grievous
H faults of doctrine, or practice, or both; but He lays the responsi-

| bility of dealing with these things entirely upon the assembly
where they occur, and never hints at anything like one assembly

- dealing with the wrong in another, or of several assemblies
. joining to cut off another. '

Each assembly must act in direct responsibility to the Lord
p jesus, or they become a sect, bowing to the authority of their
' leaders instead of to that of Christ Himself. If we do not

. diligently seek to cultivate fellowship with one another, this
§, desire to bow to Christ only will very soon be perverted into
I being determined to have our own way. No one truth or

j principle, separated from what God has joined it to, can work
otherwise than hurtfully. We want, therefore, to see to it, that

_. we act in subjection to jesus as Lord in all we do, but to
* remember that if others are to act with us, they must be as
, much convinced, and their consciences as much consulted, as

‘ ours. Consequently, we must seek fellowship with others at
. every point, that their obedience as well as ours may be to

Christ Himself. As I said at the first, I can only suggest
. some guiding principles, and cannot venture to apply them.

5 How true it is we cannot afford to lay aside our armour at
all. After a victory we think, well, I may rest awhile now;

. but no, “there o'er/;2ozz'rzoz‘/z a rest.” We must fight on.
WE are never so lax as after a triumph, poor things that we

y are! May we hasten on our way with girded loinsl. Sitting
still is the next step to going om.

y WE are God’s precious plants, and He digs about us, and
roots up the weeds that twine around our very roots, and
waters us with the "dew of heaven. Well for us He never
says, “ Lea‘ 2'/mm alerts.” p

f ONE does not know whether to wonder most at the Lord’s
first kindness in saving us when dead in sins, or at His
continued love that “ many waters,” even oli our coldness,
“ cannot quench.”

OH to abide in Him I then “ would sparkle forth whate’er is
right, for exigence of every hour.”

i____ - ___ _....- - ._ _. _ _ ._. __ ____.._l
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I follows another, -and that with increasing severity, we need .
more than ever to ask ourselves and to ask Him what He l

t would have us to learn. Of one thing we may be perfectly l
I r r 97 - _. - r
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HALF-LEARNED LESSONS. ll
OMETIMESwhen one of the children has been late in ii

coming back from school, and we have asked the reason, “
H we have been told, “Oh, I had a returned lesson. I

hadn’t learned it properly, and I had to learn it again after
school.” This has set us thinking as to things that have taken
place in our own experience, and has helped to throw light
upon some of God’s gracious dealings in the training and dis-
cipline of His children. The teacher did not, in the first
instance, set the child the lesson to learn merely that it might
occupy so much of its time. The lesson was a needful one,
and was part of the whole course of instruction; so that when '
it was only half learned, it was necessary to give it back again
to the careless scholar.

And is it not just so in regard to the lessons our Father is
teaching us? If fathers of our flesh often act for their own
pleasure only, it is never sowith Him. His pleasure is always ,
in our profit; so all His discipline is to make use partakers of .
His holiness (see Heb. xii. 9, Io). It is for this reason that, l
when His lessons are imperfectly learned or soon forgotten, l
He patiently gives them back again to us, that we may learn
them more thoroughly. God’s discipline yields the peaceable .
fruits of righteousness to them that are exercised by it. There i
are two ways in which we may misuse God’s dealings with us. J
First, by despising the discipline; next, by fainting under it T
(see Heb. xii. 5). Look at that boy. He is supposed to be '
learning a -lesson, but he is occupied with anything and every y
thing rather than his book. His mind is not a bit exercised H
over the thing he is professing to be engaged upon. At last l
he-thinks he knows it, but before morning he has nearly -f0r-
gotten it again, so little had he really been concerned about it.
As a consequence he is kept in after school hours, and has to
learn the lesson again. But look at him now. Before, he -
despised it; now, he is fainting under it. He is full of tears
and distress at being detained from his tea, or from some &
enjoyment; and he is not making a bit better progress than
yesterday, when he was so careless and light-hearted.

We may learn a useful lesson from him. A little of humble, I
patient seeking to understand the Lord’s purpose in his deal- ’
ings with us, would wonderfully help us in learning the lessons
He takes such pains to teach us. And if one chastening T
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sure, He will not keep us under the discipline one moment
longer than is needful. That boy, who is bitterly complaining
that he has been kept in a whole hour, might have shortened
the time by half had he diligently applied himself to what was
set before him. In the same way, oftentimes, we might
speedily be set free from some trying dealing of God’s with us,
if, instead of murmuring against it, we were allowing it to
exercise our hearts and consciences in His presence. i

He loves us too well to let us go without learning the lesson,
and it is swell for us that we cannot get away from Him. We
may try to do so, as ]onah did, but He still has wind and
tempest, shady gourd and little worm, all at His command,
and He still counts no pains too great to take in the training
of His own children. So we may be sure He will follow us,
however we may try to flee from Him; and our highest wisdom
is, therefore, to humble ourselves under His mighty hand, that
He may exalt us in due time. T

  1RULE IN THE FAMILY, THE CHURCH, AND »
THE wontn.

Noras AT A Youuo Mr-.:N’s BIBLE CLASS. j
I. .

all OD is set forth in the Scriptures first aslthe Creator. I
He is aiGod of order, and creation was gone about

ii’ "*-I in an orderly way. The work was divided into de- 1
partments-each on its own day, and each in its own order. H
God is revealed to us in the Scriptures not only as the
Creator, but also as the Life-giver. Is it not quite reasonable l
that God should have a right to order the creation which was T
broughtinto being by His creative power, and to regulate the .
life which He imparted? We want to get a thorough i
grip of these two fundamental thoughts. God has a right to
appoint His own order in regard to the things He has created; _
He has also a right to regulate or legislate for the life He has ;
imparted. This is just the point that Satan disputed at the a,
beginning, and this is how sin came into the world. Satan
comes in and suggests something counter to the will of God; l

i he disputes the right of the Creator to order His own creation, s

given. In every department of the creation God has shown
and the right of the Life-giver to legislate for the life He had k

 "" ———i ll} _—%%____—-_ 
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that it is His will that all things should be regulated. He is
not the author of confusion, but He is the Author of Order;
and it is His will that in His assembly, as elsewhere, all things
should be done in decency and order. - His will may appear
to blind, ignorant man to be confusion ; ‘nevertheless God
must have His own way. He has revealed His will to us in
the Scriptures, and He can only be glorified in our perfect
subjection to that will. God would bring us back in full
confidence and subjection to Himself, thus bringing us into
harmony with His own thoughts and desires.

When God created man, He placed Him at the head of the
whole creation, in subjection to Himself. We see this -in
Psalm viii.--“ What is man that thou art mindful of him?”
(verse 4). Three words are used in the Hebrew for the word
“ Man ” :-—-first, the ordinary word, “Adam” ; next, the word
referring to man as in honour, the Hebrew “Zr/1”; and
thirdly, the word that refers to man as a frail mortal being,
which is expressed in the Hebrew by the word “Eran:/i.”
That is the word which occurs in this verse--“What is man
(Enosh) that thou art mindful of him?” When God
created Adam and placed him in the garden of Eden, He
brought whim to communion with Himself, and gave him
dominion over the works of His hands. He put all things
under him--s-“ All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the
field, the fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea," &c. But He
also gave him divine insight, wisdom, and knowledge, which
enabled him to give an appropriate name to every creature
(Gen. ii. 19, 20). -Adam was put there as the exponent of the
mind and will of God. He was not put there to do his own
will, but to maintain and carry out the thoughts of God in con-
nection with His. creation ; not as a ruler on his own account,
but on God’s account, who, as the Creator, had a right to
prescribe the order of His creation, and, as the Life-giver, had
a right to prescribe the laws that should govern the life he had
imparted. Adam was put into the garden to carry out the
will of God alone.

RULE IN THE FAMILY.

Rule implies one will alone. Perfect blessing is the result
of the entire fulfilment in every respect of the will of God.
Only one will in the universe, and thatwill obeyed in every
respect, brings about perfect peace and harmony. Turn to
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1 Tim. ii. 11-14--“Let the woman learn in silence with all
subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp
authority over the man, but to be in silence. For Adam was
first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the
woman being deceived, was in the transgression.” We see here
the ground upon which Adam was called to rule over his wife ;
also, that it was good for her that he should do so. If we read
merely the account given of this in the book of Genesis we
should be led to suppose that Adam got dominion over his
wife because she had sinned; and there is a sense in which
this is true, for we read in Genesis iii. 16--“ Thy desire shall
be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.” That was in
connection with her being in the transgression. But in
1 Tim. ii. we learn that the dominion of Adam over his wife is
not traced only to her having sinned, but to Adam having been
first created. So the dominion of the man over the woman
has its origin in creation, and not in the fall. We learn from
this how careful we should be when reading or quoting
Scripture, for we are often led into error through our in-
accuracy in this matter. The dominion of the man over the
woman, therefore, pertains to creation. It was confirmed in the
fall, but it was there before it.

It would have been good for Eve if she had kept the place
that God gave her. She should have acted in subjection to
her husband, but she acted independent of him. Parted from
him, she acted in conjunction with Satan, leaving her husband
out of count. The fall was the bringing in of a rival authority
--an authority counter to the authority that God had put over
creation. There cannot be two wills ; God’s will must be
paramount and absolute. Sin came into this world through
the setting up of another will in opposition to the will of God.
God had given Adam wisdom and discernment that would have
enabled him to detect Satan’s temptation. He was “ not
deceived,” but appears to have chosen deliberately to fall with
Eve. It was love to his wife that made him share in her
sin. He is thus a figure of Him who was to come, who was
“ made sin for us.” How wonderful are the ways of God in
showing us by type and shadow His own etemal thoughts and
purposes in His Son;

We are dearer to the Lord than His own life, for He gave it
up to have us, and will He be careless about us now?
—‘ *—'--#——-— - ' - - - - -----' "—- - -- — J, ~_.-.__ , _._ , __,__,.
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How should we behave to those who have been
put away from among us?

F hearts and consciences were more exercised before God
about the putting away, there would probably be less
dificulty in regard to how God would have us behave

towards those that have been thus dealt with. Too often it is
looked upon as chiefly the business of overseers. The rest
of the assembly give a sort of assent, but without feeling that
they are much concerned, and take much the kind of attitude
towards the sinning one that schoolboys will towards one of
their schoolfellows who has been punished. ‘They will acknow-
ledge, perhaps, that he deserved the punishment; but, none the
less, they feel a measure of sympathy with him, and behave
towards him as though they thought he had been hardly dealt
with.

For this reason, as well as for others, it is of the greatest
importance that brethren who exercise oversight should seek
to have the consciences of all the assembly with them, when it
becomes needful to deal in solemn discipline with one who
has sinned and has not repented. But we know too well that,
even where this has been done, it is no uncommon thing to
find brethren and sisters treating one who has been put away,
as though there was no hindrance to their intercourse and
fellowship, except in the one matter of the breaking of bread.

Now let us see what help the Scriptures give us towards
answering our question. In 1: Cor. v. 13, Paul directs the
assembly to put away from among themselves, as a wicked
person, a certain man who had been one of their number. In
verse 5 he speaks of the same act as delivering the man unto
Satan," for the destruction of the flesh. If Christians were at all
to consider the awful solemnity of what they are here called to
do, could they for a single moment think of continuing to hold
any sort of fellowship with the person thus dealt with? The
apostle uses the same solemn language about those whom he
dealt with for evil doctrine (see I Tim. i. 2o). So that whether
it be for moral or doctrinal sin, when the Word of God bids
us put any person away, that person must be to us as one
altogether outside and delivered to Satan, that he may there
learn the true character of his sin, after warning and entreaty
had failed to move him. If those in the assembly continue to
visit him, to receive him in their houses, or in any other way
to manifest a measure even of fellowship with him, the whole
effect of the Lord’s commandment in regard to him is de-
stroyed. He is not put away from among the saints, but is
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only hindered from breaking bread ; and there is thus little to
reach his conscience and to break him down.

We doubt not that confusion arises in many minds, from the
fact that there are very many of God’s children all round us,
who are not in the fellowship of the assembly, and yet with
whom they can rightly enjoy much individual fellowship. But
it must never be forgotten for a -moment that these are in a
totally different position from the persons we are speaking of.
There is a good deal of talk on the part of some about “ receiv-
ing to break bread,” “ receiving to the table,” which sadly helps
on the confusion. The New Testament shows us nothing of
such a reception, with its limited responsibilities, or no respon-
sibilities at all. So we are not justified in bringing believers
to the breaking of bread apart from the fellowship of the
assembly. But ‘we do not on that account consider fellow-
saints, who have not learned their privilege and God’s claim
upon them as to that fellowship, as being anywhere in the
same position as those that have been put away. We desire
earnestly to show such what their true place is, and to welcome
them to it in the Lord’s name. But, with regard to the others,
we have, by God’s commandment, put them away, and count
them as wicked persons. To the one we are holding the door
open, while we press upon them the call of the Lord to come
in by that open door. Against the other we have closed the
door, after putting them outside.

But perhaps it is urged that, by showing a little love to those
who have sinned, We may win them back. Oh, how we need to
lay to heart that would-be love-—that Wl1lCl'l goes beyond the
Word of God is no love at all 1 “ By this we know that we love
the children of God, when we love God and keep His com-
mandments” (1 john v. 2). All that love could do should have
been done before the solemn, last step of putting away was
carried out. But when that step has been taken, those who
think to show a little love by keeping up intercourse with the
wrong-doer are only frustrating the whole purpose of God by
their conduct.

Of course, when it becomes plain that the desired end has
been gained, and that the one who had hardened himself in
sin before is now broken down and humbled, it becomes the
joyful privilege of all to confirm their love towards him
(2 Cor. ii. 8). But this should be, in the first instance, a
united action, not an individual one. As the putting away

 _ J-a_ '_‘—- ‘III ‘ PF Z _ ‘-—- ‘K-I
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may have begun with individual dealing, but went on to the |
Y two or three, and at last became the act of the whole assembly, V

so the restoring must first be the united act of the whole, ~
and then each individual saint " can safely and happily act

' upon it. Even the apostle would not act alone in such a ,
case, “lest Satan should get an advantage of us,” as he says pi
(2 Cor. ii. Ir) ; and his is a safe example for us to follow. ,'

ii‘?-l—l—i I

FOR ME.
A RUGGED ‘Cross on Calvary’s hillside ;

A group of women, weeping as they stand ;
A fierce, wild mob of elder, priest, and scribe,

And mocking soldiers pointing with the hand.

A crown of thorns, a cry of agony--—
“Eli, Eli, lan1a sabachthani?”

Bruised and forsaken in His misery,
The Saviour hangs upon that Cross to. die.

An open grave, an empty sepulchre;
Weeping disciples looking for their Lord.

In vain they seek, they will not find Him there, -
. For Christ is risen according to His word.

A Great High Priest before the throne above,
p Entered by His own blood within the veil;

The work accomplished by His mighty love _;—-
» The precious blood of ]esus doth prevail.

O cruel wounds, O pierced and bleeding side;
O crown of thorns upon that gentle brow I

O love unbounded! ’twas for me He died,
| That Man of Sorrows, crowned with glory now.

For me the empty grave, the risen Lord;
| For me the interceding One above.

r No longer am I lost and far from God,
But now made nigh by Iesus’ precious blood. .

1 J .' P. '
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THE CHURCH IN RUINS.
L 1HISis an expression that we frequently meet with now-
651% a-days; We venture to say that it is altogether incorrect.

A No doubt what many mean by it is true enough. They
mean that all that the Lord foretold in the parables of Matt.
xiii. has come to pass. The tares have been sown among the
wheat. The great mass of professing Christianity has lost the
character of a lowly herb, and has become a great tree, with
plenty of inducements for the fowls of the air to come and
lodge in its branches. The leaven of false doctrine has been
hidden by the usurping woman in the good meal of God’s
truth till all has been leavened. As a consequence of all this,
division and strife abound on every hand. Believers who
should be standing shoulder to shoulder, earnestly contending
for the whole faith, are ranged against one another in their
fight for parties and systems. ‘ _

This, and much more, is doubtless what is meant when
children of God tell us that the Church is in ruins. But while
all this is solemnly and terribly true, it is quite a mistake to
attempt to express it by the above words. What do we mean
by the Church? There are two uses of the word in the New
Testament; and the first two occasions on which the word
occurs perfectly illustrate these two uses of it. In Matt. xvi.
18, the Lord said to Peter, “Upon this rock I will build My
Church”; and in Matt. xviii. 17, He said, “If he shall neglect
to hear them, tell it unto the Church.”

In the first of these passages the Lord is speaking of the
entire Church of this dispensation. He builds it, without
fault or flaw 3 and from generation to generation the mighty
work is going on, till presently the whole building shall be
complete. All the sects of Christendom have nothing to do
with it, and cannot mar its perfection. The saints of God,
who are in those sects, may be very much out of their place
here on the earth _; but they are all safely and surely built into
their place in that Church of which He said, “ I will build My
Church.” This Church, then, certainly is not in ruins,
andinever can be. The gates‘ of Hades shall not prevail
against it.

Now, as to the second time the Lord uses the word “Church.”
Here it is plain that He is speaking of an assembly of believers
gathered to His own blessed Name. The person to whom
these instructions of Matt. xviii. are given is assumed to be
one of such an assembly, so that he will understand to whom
he is directed to go when the Lord says, “Tell it unto the

"F _ _ ——_-— _ _ l_  . *_ _'_' '
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Church.” The assembly, or Church, may be a large or a small
one; it may consist of all the believers in any one place, or but
of the merest handful, if the greater number are walking
according to human traditions, instead of obeying the Word
of God. But that does not alter its character; and even if it
consist of but two or three, the Lord comes down to that, and
says, “Where two or three -are gathered together unto My
Name, there am I in the midst of them” (verse 2o). Of the
Church, in this sense of the word, then, it can no more be said,
than in the first use of it, that the Church is in ruins.

There is a confused idea that all the children of God on the
earth at any one time are called the Church, but this is quite a
mistake. No such use of the word can be found in the
Scriptures, and, indeed, it is quite contrary to one important
truth about the Church, that it is a dwelling-place for God. In
the two senses of eMatt. xvi. and xviii., this thought is fully
carried out; and a careful comparison of the last two verses of
Eph. ii. will show us the same thought in connection with the
same two ideas of the Church--the whole building growing up
right-through the dispensation and each local assembly.

But, perhaps, some may say-True, the expression, the
Church in ruins, may not be strictly correct. But if the thing
meant is a reality, why be so very particular as to the words in
which it is described? We may answer at once that we can
scarcely be too particular, not only to mean right things, but
to express them ‘in sound words. It will generally be found
that where an unscriptural expression has got into common
use, even though most of the persons using it mean nothing
more than what is true, the expression itself will be turned to
a mischievous purpose in some quarter or another. Un-
doubtedly this has been the case in regard to the phrase we
are speaking about. There is a class of misguided teachers
going about, who, both by word of mouth and in print, are
teaching that, since-the Church of God is in ruins, there is no
longer any possibility of carrying out the divine instructions
given in the New Testament. It is all individual testimony
now, they would have us believe ; and every instruction about
how we should behave ourselves in the Church of God (see I
Tim. iii. 15) is a dead letter.

There is one very simple answer to all this kind of sophistry.
In Matt. xxviii. 18, to the end, we find the Lord, after His
resurrection, saying to the disciples, “All authority hath been
 g _ __-_ __L_,__.___-1 __ __ _ _.___-— I -— —— _ —--1- ___ _ _ __ _ _ _
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given unto Me in heaven and upon earth. Go ye, therefore,
and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them into the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost;
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded
you. And lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the
world ” (see Revised Version), The Lord’s commandments
were intended to last out the whole age; and our responsibility
to obey them to-day is built upon His continuance with us,
and not upon the state of things around us. Looked at from
this point of view, how very precious and how perfectly applic-
able those words of Matt. xviii. zo are for such a day as this.
It is not where all the saints of the place are gathered, but
“where two or three are gathered together unto My Name.”
There He is in the midst, and there we are responsible to be
found. His presence makes it sure that all that is needful for
the carrying out of His commandments shall be supplied.
Look at 1 Cor. v. 4--“ In the Name of our Lord Iesus Christ,
when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, wrrn THE
rowan of our Lord Jesus Christ.” We have heard it said that
when the apostle used the words, “and my spirit,” he meant
that his presence in spirit would give apostolic authority to
what they did, and that without that they could not have
acted. Alas! that the Lord should be so dishonoured. True,
the apostle wished them to understand that he would be one
with them in what they did ; as he does again in regard to the
restoration of the same person (see 2 Cor. 8-11). But,
could perversion go further than to say that, where the Lord
had said “ THERE AM I,” there was no power and no authority
to act, without the presence of some particular servant of
His ?

Thank God, where two or three are gathered to the Name
of the Lord jesus, there He is in the midst of them. There,
then, we find a Church that is not in ruins. They may be,
indeed, but two or three; they may be but feeble and little
instructed. But were they three thousand, as at jerusalem,
and all the apostles among them, it would neither be their
numbers, nor the character of their teachers and guides, that
would constitute them a Church.- Jesus in the midst wouldbe
the centre of all authority, the source of all power and blessing.
And Jesus in the midst is the same, whether it be only the two
or three. around Him, or, as presently, the whole host of His
redeemed that no man can number.
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I WAITING FOR GOD’S SON FROM HEAVEN.
ll Norss or AN Armaess.
i  R direct instruction respecting the Lord’s coming, we
i are almost exclusively indebted to the apostle Paul.
it He was the vessel through whom that mighty revelation,
’ that great mystery, was made known. When we speak of the

T hope of the coming of"the Lord, we should always remember
that hope is the second step in the matter. The hope to be
true, to be real, to be obedient, “the hope that maketh not
ashamed,” that never causes you to hang your head because of
disobedience, is always based upon faith.

The Lord Jesus Christ Himself laid the foundation of that
y which we do and say concerning His coming again. “ If I go

away, -I will come again, and receive you unto Myself” (John
y xiv. 3). There is no room for question ,' there is no room for
' discussion; there is no room for hope in that word. That is

an absolute statement--—“ I will come again.” Then the
manner of that coming was made known to the apostle Paul ;
and one of the most striking testimonies that I know of as to
what Paul taught concerning the coming of the Lord, and-as
to that which those who listened to his teaching received from

? him, has been borne by an acute, careful-speaking infidel.
This man, a few years ago, wrote “The History of the Early

@ Days of the Christian Religion,” and in one of his chapters he
discussed -at length the progress of the Christian faith. Speak-
ing of those early believers in the Lord jesus Christ, and of
the power that characterised their walk, and the manner in

F which many of them lived, aye, and died too, that infidel
; historian wrote-+—“ The early Christians had continually before

their minds that which, while it lasted, had certainly a most
remarkable effect both upon their faith and their practice”;

h and then he went on to say, that those who accepted literally
' what the apostle taught, were obliged to expect in their lifetime

the coming of the Lord from heaven. “ In tizezir Z;'j'etz'mc.”
g For you remember that the fetter, the sacred bond, that which
l we so little take hold of as we ought, is that of which the

apostle wrote, and which was his hope, that he in his lifetime,
, up to the very last almost, constantly expected-—that he should
' live to hear, as he taught those early believers to expect to

. hear, that shout of the Lord Iesus.
1 That which Paul taught those early believers was, “ to serve
T the living and true God, and to wait for, that is, to expect,

“ His Son from heaven.” That is the force of the word “/z.-sate”
i in connection with the coming of the Lord. Our hope is not

. firm_ go? at t ,_ is r__.- l
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that He rot?! come. He settled that in the 14th of john, when
He said, “I will come again.” The difference between faith and
hope is that in hope there is an element of uncertainty. ]ust
turn for an example of this to 2 Cor. i. 9, to--“ Who delivered
us from so great a" death, who doth deliver: in whom we
trust that He will yet deliver us.” Our trust is in God, and in
God alone 5, we had the sentence of death in ourselves; I-Ie
delivered us, He does deliver us, and we hope that He will
yet deliver us. Our trust is in Him, and whether in the future
He delivers us from earthly death, as He has done, or whether
He does not, He is God, He is wise 5 but we hope that He
will deliver us. So the apostle speaks like a man about to
travel in a railway train. He steps in, and as he does so he
may say, “ My trust is in God, and I know that all will be well
with me. Whether I reach my journey’s end insafety, or
whether there be sudden crash and I am killed, all will be
well ; but I hope in God -that I may get safely to my journey’s
end.” And when we speak of the hope of the coming _of the
Lord, the hope is that the Lord Iesus will come into these
lives of ours, in this very nineteenth century, that He may
come down with His shout, and whether it be from the Lord’s
table, or from the workshop, He will shout us to Himself.

It is this that so fails in the power that it ought to
have in our hearts, that He may come and shout us to
Himself at any moment, even out of this very room. It
is this that would cause us to be dreadfully earnest about
somethings about which, a few minutes before, we had
little thought; and which would cause us to have no anxiety
about that concerning which, a few minutes previously, we
were much distressed. Oh, beloved, it is this that we need
to stir each other up about. We all believe that He is
coming; but how little we realise that we should wait for,
should expect Him at any svz0mem‘,- that at this very moment
there is absolutely nothing between us and His return; and
that, as He is certainly and solemnly here to-day, so certainly
He might this day shout us to Himself.

This is the hope we have to lay hold of. If this is laid hold
of in the soul, those all-absorbing matters of everyday life,
those matters which we look upon as of life or death, will lose
half their power, half their force; for what does it matter if,
just at the moment of success or failure, He should call us to
Himself. t

ro8 H
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THE SUFFERINGS AND THE GLORY.
OW slow we are to learn the divinely-appointed connec-

tion between suffering and glory. “Ought not the
' Christto have_su_f_fered these“ things, and to enter into

His glory?” was the question that the Lord put to the two
doubting disciples on the way to Emmaus. And hows often we
need to have a similar question put to our own hearts in regard
to ourselves. L

It was not only, afterthe sufferings were past that He recog-
nised in them _the- fulfilment of all that the prophets had spoken
concerning Him. More -than once,‘ while yet going from place
to place with His disciples, He had drawn their attention to
what the Scriptures declared about the Son of Man and all that
He must suffer. In Luke xviii. 31-33, we read how He told
them that all things written by the prophets concerning Him
were about to be accomplished. Moreover, He left them in no
doubt as to the interpretation of the prophecies, for He plainly
declared that He must be delivered to the Gentiles, mocked,
spitefully entreated, spit upon, scourged, and put to death; but
that the third day He should rise again. Yet plain as His
words were, “they understood noneof these things.” It was
evident that they could not believe that the pathway to glory
could lie through suffering. And what they could not under-
stand in regard to their Master, we are unwilling to accept as
touching ourselves. t

But we shall get :1 further illustration of this in Matt. xvi. 13,
to the end. Peter had confessed that Jesus was —“ the Christ,
the Son of the living God”; and the Lord, while declaring that
none but the Father could have revealed this truth to Peter, had
gone on to declare how He would build His church on this
rock foundation, and that the gates of Hades should not
prevail against it. But if He thus receives Himself, and opens
up to His disciples, ta glimpse of the coming glory, He cannot
for a moment forget what lies between, and He will not have
them ignorant of it either. “From that time forth began jesus
to show unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Ierusalem,
and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and be raised again the third day” (ver. 21).
With the revelation of His true dignity as the Son of the Father
and the Christ of God, they must also learn that He is the
obedient servant, fully.-prepared to suffer all that belongs to the
work He -has undertaken. But this was not at all to .Peter’s'
mind. “Be it far from Thee, Lord,” he promptly answered"; or,

K. log -
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more literally, as we get it in the margin of our Bibles, “Pity
Thyself, Lord: this shall not be unto Thee.” l

How natural it seemed for one who loved Him to speak thus.
Yet how solemn to find that the Lord meets this expression of
natural pity with just the -same words that He used, to the
devil, when rejecting the final temptation in the wilderness (see
Matt. iv. Io). Does not this help us to see that the kindly,
well-meant pity of Peter was to the Lord only a repetition of
the devil’s offer? The kingdom without the cross was what
Satan held out as a tempting bait to the blessed Lord; and
Peter in his ignorance was proposing exactly the same thing to
his Master. Little wonder, then, that the Lord utterly rejected
his proposal. “Thou savourest not the things that be of God,
but those that be of men,” tells us how completely astray our
hearts are naturally on all this matter. It is always man’s way
to avoid the cross while aiming at the glory. For what seemed
so fitting to Peter to urge upon his Lord was exactly what in
his own heart he would be disposed to seek for himself. Hence
the Lord at once turns to His disciples, and says, “If any man
will come after Me, let him DENY HIMSELF, and take up his
cross, and follow Me” (ver. 24). If Peter would counsel his
Master to escape the cross appointed Him of the Father, it was
just because he was not yet prepared to take up his own cross.
Pleasing God, and not pitying ourselves, must be the principle
of our lives, if we are to be true disciples of Him who emptied
Himself, and became obedient unto the death of the cross;

But if the pathway be one ofsuffering, the glory lies at the end
of it, for Him and for us alike. And so the Lord, having pressed
the need of present cross-bearing in verses 24 to 26, concludes,
“For the Son of Man shall come in the glory of His Father
with His angels; and then He shall reward every man according
to his works.” The Father shall give Him His reward, for He
will come in the glory of His Father, and He shall give us ours.
And the test of our works is just what the preceding verses tell
us )of, “If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him” (2 Tim. ii.
12 .

SATAN has ten thousand devices for drawing us away from the
Scriptures. This done, we are in his net ; and, though our
gracious God put us not to shame by any outward and gross
transgression, we shall become barren and unfruitful.
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SUPPORT THE WEAK."
OW are we to help feeble assemblies, where there is

_ little or no gift, and where none seem to be led o.ut by
S‘ the Lord to shepherd and care for their fellow-saints?
“ Let them trust in God,” says one; “is not He sufficient for
them?” Without doubt He is ; and whoever helps them truly
to trust Him will certainly be their best helper. But how are
we to teach them to trust in God? Not by leaving them alone,
as some would seem to think, lest they should get to lean on
us instead of on the Lord. That is something like what the
apostle james tells us of, saying to the naked and hungry, “ Be
ye warmed and filled,” but not giving them either raiment or
food. “What doth it profit?” (jas. ii. I5, 16). Suppose a poor
widow lacks bread for herself and her orphan children; truly
we have done her good service, if we have helped to lead her
trembling heart to a fuller, simpler confidence in the Lord
Himself. But what should we think of the Christian who
declined to minister to her needs for fear she should trust him
instead of the Lord?

It seems to us the position is much the same in regard to
the weak assembly. When Barnabas came to Antioch, and
saw the grace of God in the company of young converts there,
he “was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart
they would cleave unto the Lord. For he was a good man,
and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith” (Acts xi. 2 3, 24).
Very good, but did he stop there? Oh, no. He saw their
need of instruction, and his faith did not lead him to think it
an unsuitable thing to endeavour to supply the need- So he
went in search of Saul, and brought him also to Antioch.
“ And it came to pass that a whole year they assembled them-
selves with the church, and taught much people ” (ver. 26).

There is a right way and a wrong way about most things.
That was the right way, and the results were most precious;
but that is a very different thing from a congregation sending
for a gifted man, and bargaining to support him in temporal
things, if he will come and minister to their spiritual wants.
But perhaps, though we may see clearly enough the evil of such
a plan, we may be ready to fall into something very much like
it. No formal bargain is made, and the whole assembly does
not take any action; but there are one or two with money, and
they press the needsof the assembly upon some brother with
gift. It is all done with the best possible intention, but it is
all the wrong way about. The brother goes to settle in the

III
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place, and the assembly gets to lean upon him in spiritual
things, while he is in great danger of leaning, for temporal
things, upon the one or two, whose invitation to him to come
had put them under a sort of responsibility to provide for him.

But there are many cases where no brother is able to go
and stay a year in a place, as Saul and Barnabas did at
Antioch, and where, yet, the principle thus taught us may still
be carried out. Neighbouring assemblies may show their love
to the weak company by many acts of fellowship. In some
cases the distance may not be great, and it may be possible for
one or two brethren to assemble themselves habitually with
their needy fellow-saints, even though their daily employment
prevents their going to reside among them altogether. But
there needs to be much exercise of heart about such a matter, for
nothing is easier than to help saints to lean upon ourselves, while
all the time we had meant to teach them to look to the Lord.

- ‘- L-|fl— —_i ,=-- '1— __l _

SOWING IN TEARS.
-ii, They that sow in tears shall reap in joy ” (Ps. cxzwi. 5).

OVVING is always a work of faith and hope. Precious
seed, that would give bread for to-day, is cast into the
ground and lost for the present in the confidence that

it will yield _a much more abundant harvest in days to come.
In a land where each sower was dependent on his own store,
the sowing-time often called for stern self-denial. The hoard.
in the granary looked scarcely more than enough to last as
food till next harvest, and yet the greater part of it must be
given up for sowing, or there would be no harvest to reap.
He .th,at sowed sparingly would reap sparingly. It was a ques-
tion of the seen present or the unseen future. So it is with
our sowing in the service of the Lord. Much self-denial will
be necessary if there is to be a plenteous sowing. But the
promise holds good,-—-“ He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoic-
ing, bringing his sheaves with him,”—-and the abundance of
the harvest will amply repay us for all the tears of the sowing
time. Blessed be God, no unfavourable seasons can spoil that
harvest. There are sometimes more tears over earth’s harvest
than over its seed—times; but His promise makes all sure, and
we know that our labour is not in‘vain in the Lord.

Ira
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How we should behave to those who have gone
out from among us.

;,*;5 ASTmonth we were writing about how we should act
-towards those who had been ~put away from among us.rs.9 We seek help from God now to say a word on a kindred

subject. We have all had the sorrow of seeing some who were
once sharing with us in the privileges of God’s assembly, with~
drawing themselves and walking no more with us. What
should be our attitude towards such?

This is a muchmore difficult question to answer than the
other. In the case of persons “put away” by the command-
ment of God, our course is plain. There can be no exceptions,
for by the time that the Scriptures bid us to put them away, we
are also to count them as wicked persons. But in the cases of
those who go out there may be the utmost variety, and it would
be a sad mistake to class them all together and maintain the
same attitude towards all; y

In the first place, there are those who go out because they
have fallen into sin, and have not repented and forsaken their
sin. Either they have conscience enough to make them not
dare to come to the Lord’s table, or-they know that their pre-—
sence there would not be suffered by the assembly. So they
absent themselves, and thus avoid being put away. In all such
cases our attitude must needs be the same as though the
assembly had put them out. We have met with brethren who
have not been satisfied because such persons have gone out,
but wished that they should still be put out, though we could
never understand how they proposed to do it. We believe we
should rather thank God, when obstinate evil-doers dare not
remain among us. ]ust as true godliness in an assembly, and
the power of God with them, were manifested in that “of the
restdurst no man join himself unto them” (Acts v. 13), so,
where there is true humbling of ourselves about wrong-doing,
God will not suffer the evil~doers to continue among us (see
I Cor. v. 2). Of course, before we count them as wicked
persons, and delivered to Satan, the same responsibility lies
upon us to endeavour to lead them to repentance. But should
all such endeavours fail, the whole assembly should be made to
understand the state of the case, and that their relationship
towards those who have gone out is exactly the same as if they
had been put out. We need scarcely add that this holds good
equally in regard to sins of doctrine and of practice. I

But the above are probably only a small proportion of the
 ._| Q. __L _'._ #Ii':_;-_--g l_ __ ___ "- ___ _ ‘T “ — —_ 11 _ . L: _ ___ .__ -_ T -
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persons who withdraw from assemblies of God’s people. Some
go out because of personal offences, others because, as they
allege, the meetings are unprofitable. There are those who say
they would continue to come if they lived nearer, but they find
they cannot walk so far; while, again, there are others who
bring all sorts of charges against the assembly in general, and
the overseers in particular, and declare that they can have no
more fellowship with them. But the various reasons given by
the individuals for withdrawing by no means bring us to the
end of the differences in their cases. p There will be very
different measures of spiritual knowledge and intelligence among
the persons thus acting, which should largely affect our judg-
ment about them. In ]ude’s epistle, 22, 23, we are taught how
needful it is to distinguish between different cases. There is
some uncertainty about the original words of this passage, but
all the versionsiagree in showing that we are called upon to
exercise discernment. The Revised,Version reads as follows :-
“ Arid on some have mercy, who are in doubt; and some save,
snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with
fear, hating event the garment spotted by the flesh.” In the
same way we must distinguish among those who go out from
us. How rmany there are in assemblies of God, who have
scarcely any intelligence as to the position they occupy} Such,
perhaps, go out because they are stumbled by inconsistency or
harsh treatment on the part of those who should have been
their helpers. J God forbid that we should regard them in the
same way as others, who, in defiance of light and knowledge,
are turning their backs upon the ways ofGod, “because the love
of the world has got possession off their heartsf Their very
knowledge helps them to get up a plausible excuse, and they
charge otherswith wro"ig~doing, to justify theiriown determina-
tion to go where their world conformity will_"nof ,be'rebuked.

We can lay down no general rule,“ then, for our guidance in
such cases, but must seek grace of God to adju'st,'in each case,
Hisclaims upon ’us+for ifaitfiulness to iHimse1f, on the-»one
hand, and compassion to our erring fellow-saints, on the other.

i“ 'P'\_I_ _'I iifi -‘[7 _i_ ._ _

. _ ___ I

A g caaetass reader of the Scriptures never made a close
walker with God.

Goio never puts us to shame before the world, or even before
the church, unless we compel Him.
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“I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me "
(Ps. xxiii. '4).

O CHRIST, I place my hand in Thine, »
And pass along; ,.

Nor fear to trust Thy love divine,
Who art my song.

Thy deep, strong love constraineth me;
The darkest path, if shared by Thee,

Will not seem long.

If through the silent vale of death
My pathway be,

E’en when the darkness deepeneth,
Thy face I’llsee.

No fears, no terrors of the night,
No darkness can obscure Thy light

Who leadest me. j. P. ,
..‘_ _ _ _ _ ___ __ _:_ _ _ _ ._-

“I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me”
(Ps. I. 15).

TI-IE sea doth raise its mighty voice,
The floods lift up theirwaves ,1

The hills and mountains do rejoice
Through caverns, rocks, and caves.

The heavens declare His righteousness,
His glory all men see 3 V

And yet this God of holiness
Hath heard and answered me.

I waited patiently for Him,
And He has heard my cry ;

Has chased away the shadows dim,
And cleared the cloudy sky.

A glad new song is in my mouth,
My heart o’erflowswith praise,

His mercy and His faithfulness
Shall reach to endless days. j. P.

—_._ -‘I1: __| _ _ __ _ |I| _I$l_—Ii'i

How small the knowledge of God that job would have
attained to but for the deep and marvellous discipline whereby
he was sifted and taught.
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TROUBLERS IN ISRAEL.
“ gs.-.,, RT thou he that troubleth Israel P ” asked Ahab of

Elijah, when they met once more after three-and-a-half
years, in which the king had vainly searched for the

prophet. t The last time the two had stood face to face, Elijah
had said to Ahab, “ As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before
whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years,
but according to my word.” And those three-and-a-half years
of unbroken drought had been in terrible fulfilment of his
words. But all this time Ahab’s heart had remained unbroken.
Instead of considering his own ways, and seeing in the desola-
tion around him an evidence of God’s displeasure with himself,
his anger was all directed against Elijah, whom he regarded as
the cause of all their troubles. y.

It was in the same way that the masters of the soothsaying
damsel at Philippi dragged Paul and Silas before the rulers of
the city, and said, “These men, being Jews, do exceedingly
trouble our city.” No doubt Paul and Silas had interfered
with their ill-gotten gains, and in the eyes of those infamous
men the Lord’s servants were, therefore, troublers.

But it is not only the ungodly who falsely accuse the children
of God of being troublers. Even believers, when their ways in
any particular will not bear testing by the Word of God, are
very apt to brand as troublers those whose testimony and
example condemn them. What hard things we have heard
said about those, who seek to teach their fellow-saints that
Acts ii. 4.1, 42, is as much the pattern for believers to follow
to-day, as it was eighteen hundred years ago. Sheep-stealers,
proselytisers, and so on, are among the epithets bestowed upon
them. That is what it looks like to those whose interest it is
to keep saints in a human system. But looked at from God’s
point of view, we say to the rescued ones, “ Ye were as sheep
going astray, but are now returned l unto the Shepherd and
Bishop of your souls.” l/Ve count such blessed service to the
saints of God, as sheep-restoring, -not sheep-stealing.

We remember some years ago reading an article by a well-
known and highly-honoured preacher of the Gospel, in which
he denounced in no measured terms the persons whom he, in
common with many others, nicknamed “ Plymouth Brethren.”
Their great offence was that they stole away the most intelligent,
the most spiritual saints, the very flower of the flock, from the
congregations around them, thereby causing sorrow and - heart-
breaking to the ministers of those congregations. s Yet this
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same brother would count it ea subject for praise to God when
a. Christian was brought out of the State church, with its semi-
popish ritual and baby-sprinkling, to obey the Lord ]esus as to
baptism, and to take part in a simpler form of religious service.
But all the while some evangelical clergyman might be grieving,
in just the same way, over the loss of one of the truest-hearted
men in his congregation.

We once had put into our hands a leaflet, drawn up by
another earnest Gospel preacher, to warn his congregation
against these sheep-stealers. In it he gave great prominence to
the 17th verse of Rom. xvi; but he had carefully cut out of the
verse the words, “Contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned”; so that it read, “ Now I -beseech you, brethren, mark
them which cause divisions and offences and avoid them.”
But this is the true test of the whole matter. Where the truth
of God separates, where faithfulness to God necessitates a
coming out, it is‘ not those who come out, or who are used of
God in helping others out, that are the causers of division.
Suppose that all the children of a family have joined together
to do some thing contrary to the father’s commandment, and
one gets his conscience awakened, and endeavours to show the
others that they are all sinning together. He is only able to con-
vince one, however, and that one and he refuse to participate
any longer in what the others are doing. What then? Is he
a maker of division? No, indeed. The whole responsibility
for division lies at the door of those who persist in the wrong-
doing.

But-let us come very close home. The tendency on every
hand is to degenerate, to go back to the old things from which
the grace of God had separated us. We are little likely to hold
fast what we have of the truth, unless we are going on to learn
more and more. Once we sit down, thinking we have attained
and can rest at ease, and we have already begun to go back.
So there is continual need of the warning voice, and of the
daily ‘exhorting one of another. But the exhortation is not
always welcomed by those who most need it. The exhorters
are looked upon as troublers of the peace, and hard things are
said about them. “ Art thou he that troubleth Israel P ” is
addressed to those who are doing the most to deliver Israel
from trouble. True, for the moment, there is much stirring up,
much searching of heart ; and it may be that contentions and
strife are not wanting. But let us endeavour carefully to

111'-T‘? I-11! 1 ‘III-l _ ‘l_—lT:4\i'l1\ Tw-q_ __‘.--it | II-I-I I-I-l 1 ——=_;-| —— __
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discern where any are seeking after the truth of God, jealous
that the Lord jesus shall have the place and the honour due to
Him, and not brand them as “troublers ” because theirearnest
contention for the truth is met by resistance and opposition.

We are well aware that there are two sides to the question.
We know that those who, through grace, are in advance of their
brethren in understanding of the truth, are responsible to
use the utmost forbearance, and in meekness to instruct those
that oppose themselves. We know full well that truth is not
always held, or taught, in love. We know the tendency, when
at last we have apprehended a thing ourselves, to forget the
length of time we were in learning it, and the patience exercised
towards ourselves meanwhile by the Lord, and, it may be, by
some of His servants also. We do not forget how readily the
thought rises in the mind, that others must needs be wilfully
resisting because they do not accept what, in the light of God,
is so plain to us.

All this we would keep well in remembrance. But, on the
other hand, we solemnly believe that there is a deep need that
we should ask ourselves who are the real troublers ; and see to
it that we do not ourselves deserve the name, by indifference or
open resistance to any part of the truth of God. We want the
second and third epistles of john written on heart and con-
science alike. “ I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children
walking in truth.” “ This is love, that we walk after His com-
mandments.” “I have no greater joy than to hear that my
children walk in truth.” These things will not make us forget
the love, without which all besides is as sounding brass and a
tinkling cymbal. They will help us, however, to test our pro-
fessed love, and to distinguish that which is of God from that
which is natural. We are well assured that much that is now
condemned, as causing trouble, will receive the“ Well done ” of
the judgment-seat. But oh! may this make us the more
careful not to mar a testimony for God, by anything that is not
worthy of His holy name.

TI-IE laying open the heart of God is the great design of the
Scriptures. Happy the reader who falls iniwith that design.

THE greater part of our sorrows arise from mortified pride,
thwarted self-will and anxious unbelief.
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Rule in the Family, the Church, and the World.
Noras AT a Yousrc MsN’s BIBLE-CLASS.

II. j

SELF~DISCIPLINE.

(-IHERE is a sphere of rule that comes betore that of rule
in the household and the assembly, viz., one’s own
"spirit. Let us look at a few scriptures on this subject.

Turn first to Prov. XVi. 3.2-—“He that is slow to anger is better
than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that
taketh a city.” A man is unfitted to rule in any position who
cannot control his own spirit. Look also at Titus i. 7—“A
bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God ; not self~
willed, not soon angry.” A man who seeks to carry out his
own will, while in professed responsibility to God in the exer-
cise of rule, is not fit to rule for Him. A manwho cannot
control his own spirit should not attempt to rule for God in His
assembly. How: often we hear of difficulty and trouble among
the saints, and more particularly among those who profess to
care for the flock of God. It may be that a difference of
judgment arises among those who seek to guide the saints, and
some one loses his temper and says hard and bitter things
about his brethren. This shows that self-will is asserting itself.
Such an one is wholly unfit to rule in the church of God.

RULE IN THE HOUSEHOLD.

We were looking at rule in relation to Eve, the mother of
all living, and we saw the terrible result of insubjection to her
husband. We shall look now at a few scriptures regarding
RULE IN THE HOUSEHOLD. Tum to Eph. v.-=—~“ SUBMITTING
YOURSELVES ONE To ANOTHER in the fear of God ” (verse
zr). Alas, what an amount of stubbornness and self-will we
often see in Christians. Let us submit to one another where-
ever we can do so in the fear of God. If this spirit of
mutual submission and forbearance was shown by God’s people,
how it would tend to promote peace and concord among them.
It is the absence of this spirit and the manifestation of the
spirit of pride, envy and jealousy, that is at the root- of many
of the troubles and difliculties that arise in our assemblies.
God’s assembly is so constituted, that when anything goes wrong
it is felt by -all. May we seek grace of God to show this spirit
of mutual forbearance and submission toward one another.
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SUBMISSION OF THE ‘WIFE TO TI-IE HUSBAND;

“Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands, as unto
the Lord ” (verse 22). The apostle begins here with the wife.
He never, as it were, gets away from the third of Genesis.
He begins where sin came in. Christ, as Lord, comes in here
to assert the order of the Creator and the will of the Life-giver.
Adam was first formed, he was the head of the household ; the
wife was next formed, and she was to submit to her husband.
That lies at the foundation of all blessing in the household.
Notice what follows—-As God has put the church in subjec-
tion to Christ, even so is the wife to be in subjection to her
husband (verse 24). You see from this scripture the place that
God has given the husband in the household, and that is, as
head, to rule for Him. We gather from this that the house-
hold is a sphere oi rule and authority for God.

THE DUTY OF THE HUSBAND TO HIS WIFE.

Verse 25. Now he turns to the husband, and notice, he does
not say, “ Husbands, love your wives, as Adam loved his wife.”
There is a love that consents to sin, and there is a kind of
honeyed love that yields to everything. That will never
enable you to rule for God. To rule for Him means that you
cannot swerve from what He has commanded. So we read
here, “ Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church,
and gave Himself for it ” (verse 25). He loved sit unto death ;
and He loves and chastens it. It is a holy, jealous love, that
cannot bear to see sin on the object of His love. Man’s idea
of rule is a man set upon a pinnacle above the one he seeks to
exercise authority over. The reason that some parents have so
little control over their children is that they have never gained
their affections. - God has interwoven in the very texture of the
scriptures His own thoughts of Christ and the church, so that
the family on earth becomes what the tabernacle in the wilder-
ness was-—-a picture of heavenly things. We cannot see the
heavenly things, but there is the picture of them in Christ and
the church. There is the husband ; mark his rule, see how he
loves his wife. There is the wife; see how she obeys and
reverences her husband in all things, as commanded by the
Lord. We see in these the pattem of things in the heart of
God; Christ and His bride, the church; and how that ennobles
the earthly relationships and lifts them up to be something
divine and glorious. i i

_-_ __ __ - _ -_-_— — - .- _ k_ _ —_ 1. _ _ ' __ 1- "ill! Ii‘ _

I20



The Believer's Pathway 8 (1887)

The Believer's Pathway 8 (1887)

 -ii _---I—l. —_" ‘ I-_._‘ >-— '_ _ — — -1- - - —- — — —-

“VVE WILL COME UNTO HIM.”
T{.'r§‘ HEN the apostle Peter knew that his own time on

earth was to be very short, he longed with increasing
C I desire that those, whowere partakers of like precious

faith with himself, should know, not only the word of God’s
precious promises, but also their power (see 2 Peter i. 13-21).
Of all those promises none could be mightier, in its purifying
and transforming effects, than the promise of the Lord jesus
Himself to come again for His people. But if the hope of His
coming was to produce these effects, it must be a living reality
in their hearts, and not merely a doctrine or part of a creed.
So He y reminds them, first of all, of the time when He and
james and John were on the Mount of Transfiguration. There
was given to them at that time a glimpse of the glory in which
the Lord jesus is presently to be revealed; and, as an eye-
witness of His majesty, Peter can speak with confidence of His
power and coming. But, more sure even than this, Peter
exhorts them so to give heed to the prophetic word, that its
promises may live and shine out in their hearts, until the day
should dawn and. the morning star arise there, even while all
was yet dark around. And unless we know something of this
rising of the day-star in our hearts, there will belittle sweetness
or power to us in the promise of the coming again of the Lord
Jesus Christ. The enjoyment of this, as of every other truth
revealed to us by God, depends upon the subjection of our
hearts and the obedience of our lives. There is a present
coming" of Christ ta obedient ones, as well as the coming f97f all
His saints, for which we are waiting. It is only in the measure
in which we have experience of the one, that the other becomes
a real joy to us. It was on the night that He was betrayed,
after supper, that the Lord jesus spoke those precious words
of promise which we are never weary of recalling. “ I go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where
I am, there ye may be also.” That promise was for ALL His
own. But He gave another promise that evening-—-“ If a
man love Me, he will keep My words: and My Father will
love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode
with him.” Do we wish to know all the comforting, sustaining,
purifying power of “that blessed hope”? Then let us see to
it that we are diligently fulfillingthe conditions of this other
promise. Wherever the Lord jesus finds the open door, there
He delights to come in and manifest Himself; and so coming,
He will not fail to make the fuller hope of His appearing as a
very day-dawn in our souls.
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THE. SERVICE THAT BRINGS REST.
ING SOLOMON once set himself to search out allthings
,that are done under heaven (Eccles. i. 13); and we get

-—-the result of allhis labour in the following words :--
“Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought,
and on the labour that I had laboured to do : and, behold, all
was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under
the sun ” (ch. ii. I1). Solomon had such opportunities as none
are ever likely to have again, for, as he himself puts it, “What
can the man do that cometh after the king?” Yet all his
wisdom and all his wealth failed to secure any peace to his
mind, any satisfaction to his heart. But that which Solomon,
with his vast opportunities, came short of, is the precious privi-
lege of the humblest disciple of the Lord Jesus. “ Take My
yoke upon you, and learn of Me,” He says; “for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls ”
(Matt. xi. 29).. It does not need special gifts or special
opportunities for this. We never met the Christian yet who
complained that he had no opportunity to exercise meekness.
We are more apt to find fault because there is so much more
occasion for it than we are prepared for. Yet it -is just in sub-
mitting ourselves that we find rest. But then it must be to the
Lord that we submit ourselves. He sets Himself before us as
a pattern in this. He had proved the truth of it, for He had
emptied Himself of His glory, that He might take the senrant’s
place. But He did all to God. “ Lo!‘ I come to do Thy will "
began it 3 and all the way through, till He could say, “ I have
finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do,” He sub-
mitted Himself to the One whose will He came to accomplish.
So, whether He met with misunderstanding, with disappoint-
ments, with taunts, with persecutions, or whatever else, the
source of His peace could not be touched. The voice that had
declared, “ This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased,” always spoke to Him. Listen to His own words :-—“ He
that sent Me is with Me : the Father hath not left Me alone;
for I do always those things that please Him ” (]0hn viii. 29).
We may not have Solomon’s opportunities; and if we had, they
would not bring us rest. But we have the same opportunities
as the One who was “ greater than Solomon”; and if we are
learning of Him how to use them, they will not fail to ensure
the same blessed result in our case as they did in His.

1-_ ' ----- ' '

AMONG the marks of true communion with God, two of the
plainest are a spirit of thanksgiving and a spirit of confession.
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BIBLE STUDY. ;
Snares of the Devil. God’s a-way of Escape. '

“Be not therefore -anxious for the morrow” i
The (Matt. vi. 34). _ _ I

CARES OF THIS “In npthmg be anxious” (Pllll. 1v. 6). V
“ Casting all your anxiety on Him” (I Pet. v. 7). I

WORLD’ “Roll thy burden upon the Lord, and He
shall sustain thee” (Ps. lv. 22).

“ For the love of money is a root of all kinds F
and the of evil” ( I Tim. vi. IO). H T

“They that desire to be rich fall into tempta- l
tion” (I Tim. vi. 9). ' 3

l-

or RICHES, (1 Til“ Vi- 1I)- ;
“Be ye free from the love of money; content y

with such things as ye have: for ]Yz'r2z.rer§" f
hath said, I will in no wise fail thee, neither ,

and the will I in anywiseforsakethee” (Heb.xiii. 5).

DECEITFULNESS “But thou O man of God flee these things” itI I '

“Love not the world, neither the things that ¢
are in the world. If any man love the Z,

LUST” OF world, the love of the Father is not in him. E
OTHER THINGS For all that is in the world, the lust of tho Z

. flesh, and the "lust of the eyes, and the
‘ENTERING IN. vainglory of life, is not of the-Father, but ¢

is of the world” (I Iohn ii. I 5-I 7). I

“For the grace of God . . . instructing us to
the intent that denying ungodliness and .
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, and I

¢HoKE THE righteously, and godly, in this present .
world” (Titus ii. II). y

WORD’ AND IT “The friendship of the world is enmity with
BECOME-I-H G_od; whosoever therefore would be a

friend of the world maketh himself an
UNFRUITFUL enemy of God” (Iames iv. 4).
(Mark iv. 19). “But far be it from me to glory, save in the

1

I

Cross of our Lord jesus Christ, through
which the world hath been crucified unto
me, and I unto the world” (Gal. vi. 14).

( 771:: guataizwzr arefi-am the Raresea’ Vt-;wr'orz. )
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y No rude watch, with hasty challenge, stays their steps and blocks the way ; ,

“HE IS RISEN.”
VERY early in the morning, just before the break of day,
Mourners, with sweet spices laden, sought the place where Jesus lay.

H Sad and slow they paced the garden, and their eyes were dim with tears,
As their fond afiection led them, love o’ercoming all their fears. -

Moving on with faltering footsteps, still they spake with feeble moan,
; Mindful of the Roman soldiers, “ “Tho will roll away the stone?

How may we poor, friendless women, to our buried Master steal?
H How evade the stubborn watchmen, pass the guard and break the seal P ”

|

In-

ly Strangely silent, not a whisper on the gentle breezes borne
Falls upon their listening senses, breaks the stillness of the morn.

H When they lift their tearful eyelids, lo! the stone is rolled away.

Rolled away, and on it seated, one of more than mortal birth ;
V One whose radiant robe was never fashioned in the looms of earth.
I Spite of scribes and priests and elders, spite of guard and stone and seal,

if Morning, with its golden glory, doth an empty tomb reveal. l
In

I

“ Fear not, ye who seek the Master ” ; thus the guardian angel said,
I “ Leave the sepulchre, no longer seek the living with the dead ;

Christ is risen—look one moment-—see the place where jesus lay. ..
l Thento all his loved disciples, with the tidings haste away.”

Oh ! the rapture of that moment to the women weeping there.
Never yet was joy so quickly born of sorrow and despair.
Now they own God’s promise faithful, grief may last the weary night,
But to those who trust His mercy, joy breaks forth with morning light.

One alone still lingers weeping, cannot tear herself away;
At the grave, still looking, longing, nothing can her sorrow stay. I
Nothing! yea, one voice can charm her ; hark! she hears it soft and sweet, ,
“ Mary,” cries the risen Saviour, and she’s prostrate at His feet.

Kneeling, but with eyes uplifted, gazing on His heavenly face ;
Listening to the words of wonder falling from his lips of grace. ’
Nothing now is left for Mary, but to wonder and adore,
For her crucified “ Rabboni " liveth, reigneth evermore.

_ -___. _____ _ I _L____ , L__ r_ ___ ___  _ ___ ___ __|
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“ “ He is Risen.”

, 1;-

Y Cleopas and his companion to Emmaus wend their way;
p On their hearts are shadows, deeper than the shades of closing day.
O For their Sun has set in darkness on the cross of grief and pain,

And they know not yet the Scripture, that their Lord must rise again.

Now a passing stranger greets them, stirs their souls with words that burn;
Speaks of Moses and the Prophets, bids them to their Scriptures turn.
There to learn how Christ must suffer, to avert sin’s awful doom,
And that He must rise to glory, through the portals of the tomb. .

Thrilling with His words of wonder, they constrain Him to their board ;
There He breaks the bread and blesses, now they know it is the Lord.
For His hands, all pierced and wounded, as with plainest voice have said,

l “ Christ o’er death and hell has triumphed, He is living who was dead.”

In a little upper chamber, where the evening lamps are lit,
i And the door is safely guarded, the bereaved disciples sit ;
’ Waifing with a restless longing, hoping for they scarce know what,

y Something they can hardly utter, keeps them gathered in this spot.

» They have heard that Christ is risen : only one has seen His face ;
O Peter, who denied His master, has received this mark of grace.

And a secret hope is cherished, blessed hope, though dashed with fear,
That their eyes again will see Him, that their Lord will meet them here.

g Still the outer door is bolted, no approaching foot is heard ; _
I Can it be that One has entered ? _ from what lips have dropped the word—-
I “ Peace be to you ”? Oh the rapture, as His accents reach their ear,
, In their very midst stands Jesus, hushing every doubt and fear.

Showing them His hands, and pointing to His feet, His wounded side,
I Where the Roman spear has entered, letting out a crimson tide ;
' Precious tide that flows in blessing to our lost and ruined earth,

Op’ning wide the gate of Heaven ; none can ever speak its worth.

Not alone are the eleven with the sight of Jesus blest :
Not alone to them He enters, shedding joy and peace and rest.
“ Till He come ” our bliss to perfect, still we find His promise true,
“ In My name together gathered, I am in the midst of you.” E. B.
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i PRACTICAL suooasrrons
I FOR HELPING IN GOSPEL MEETINGS.

MAEE a point, as far as possible, of being present at the
Prayer Meetings, both on week evenings and on Lord’s
days, if any are held then.

E

ALWAYS be present at the Gospel Meeting 1752/e zlfiwzutes
befbre z‘/ze time for éegz'¢zrzz}zg'.

ENDEAVOUR every week to invite at least one unsaved
person to the Gospel Meeting, and make Special Prayer
about those you invite.

Do not let all the Christians crowd together, but scatter
themselves as much as possible, so as to be mixed among
the unsaved.

WHEN an After-meeting is announced, neyer leave till it
has well begun. If you must go before it is over, go out
quietly, and without stopping to speak to friends.

REMEMBER that, unless youaafe plainly called elsewhere_ I

you are as responsible to be at. the Meeting, and diligently
to give all the help youcan, as the preacher himself.

TRY to help heartily sin the Singing. Never look at the
clock or ‘at the door. If babies cry, take no notice of them J

but set an example of earnest attention to the preacher. It
will greatly help to lead others to do the same.

IF anychildren or young persons are likely to disturb, sit
among them, and so help to restrain them.

1.26
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THE INSIDE DISCIPLINE OF GOD’Ss HOUSE.
E have been considering, the last two months, how

the Scrrptures teach us to behave towards those
Ks O" who have been put away from among us, and

towards those who have gone out from among us. We
would now seek to draw some help, from the-same source,
as to what our conduct should be towards those whose rwalk
causes us sorrow, while as yet they have neither been put
out nor have gone out. p We are convinced that if this matter
were more carefully considered, and more prayerfully carried
out, we should often be saved the sad and humbling necessity
for putting away from among us, as wicked persons, those who
have had their place with us at the Table of the Lord.

In order rightly to judge of the whole matter, it will prob-
ably be well to ‘notice how human traditions, in this, as in
so many other things, have made the Word of God of none
efiect. According to the Divine order, the new-born babes
in Christ were baptised, and immediately had their place in
the assembly, and shared in the breaking of bread (Acts ii.
41, 42); While they were not received to the breaking of
bread or to the Lord’s Table, but to the whole fellowship
of the assembly of God, their presence, as joint-partakers
with their fellow-saints of the bread and wine, was the
plainest outward token of the position they were brought
into. On the other hand, when any had to be put away,
they were not put away from the Table. Yet the command-
ment, “ Put away from among yourselves that wicked person”
(I Cor. v. 13), carried with it the shutting out of the one so
put away from any" share in the weekly feast, which was an
expression of the fellowship (r Cor. x. 16). So it was only
when the solemn necessity for the last act of putting out had
come, that the person was hindered from taking his part in
the breaking of bread. That part was his from the moment
he was received, and could not be taken from him till, either
by his own wilful act, or by the act of the assembly, according
to the commandment of God, he was altogether outside.

But how this has been reversed in the practice of most
of the denominations of Christendom. An ordinance ad-
ministered by officially appointed persons, and only at long
intervals of a month or even six months, has taken the place
of the weekly breaking of bread (see Acts xx. 7). As a natural
consequence, there is a sort of superstitious feeling as to the
special preparation needed for the receiving of this ordinance.
In 1 Cor. x. the apostle points out what the daily life of each
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believer should be ; and he enforces his teaching by appealing
to the fact that they are all partakers at the Lord’s Table,
breaking the same bread, giving thanks for the same cup.
But‘ where the human tradition prevails, the force of that
instruction is greatly weakened. A special preparation, the
week before the ordinance, leads to the idea that many things
that are too worldly in character to be indulged in at that
time are lawful enough at other seasons. And this is not
the only mischievous result of this changing of God’s ap-
pointment. Instead of a place at the Lord’s Table being
the privilege of every believer, it is the thought of many
that only those who are specially holy should sit there.
They may do many things in the nature of servioe, such
as teaching in the Sunday school or leaving tracts from
house to house; but they do not feel holy enough to par»-
take of the ordinance. God’s way is to give us the place
of privilege, and to exhort us to walk worthy of it. Man’s
way is to wait till he thinks he is worthy to take the place;

Now it often happens that, though our eyes have been
opened to see that a certain practice is unscriptural, and
we have actually abandoned it, yet I we may still be very
much under the influence of the false notions that it helped
to put into our minds. This is certainly the case in regard
to what wehave been saying above. We may no longer go
to take part in a. sacrament administered once a month, or
once in six months, by a humanly ordained official. Instead
of this, we may have learned to assemble with fellow-saints
each first day of the week to remember the Lord jesus in
the breaking of bread. But for all that, we may not have
shaken off the mistaken ideas connected with the human
arrangement. How many stay away for a time from the
breaking of bread, and say that they could not conscientiously
come there while they are doing certain things, or while
they are indulging in hard and angry feelings towards some
brother or sister; yet they think they can take part in their
accustomed service for Christ, and persuade themselves that
they can have communion with the Lord Himself, while they
dare not sit at His Table. They actually quiet their con-
sciences by staying away from the Lord’s Table, and imagine
that then it does not so much matter what they do.

It is part_of the same mistaken view of the whole subject,
that leam to the thought of suspending unruly and disorderly

T -_ ;-__ ____ _ ——-— — __ -1 ___ —--E _ -
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saints from their place at the Table for a while, by way of
discipline. If the inside discipline of the House of God
were better understood, we should see that we ought to
refuse to share in service, and, in certain cases, even to
have any companionship with disobedient fellow-saints, be-
fore we came to the final step of putting them away. We
believe that the above considerations touch the very foun-
dation of our subject; and next month, if the Lord will,
we shall endeavour to show from the Scriptures something
of the character of this inside discipline.

+-- ___ __ _ _ - —i|

Rule in the Family, the Church, and the World.
NOTES IN A BIBLE-CLASS.

III.
-HOUSEHOLD RULE.

“ , \HILDREN, obey your parents in the Lord ; for this
 is right” (Eph. vi. 1). Mark, it is not your parent,

but your parents—-that is, your father and mother.
Why is it both? Because it is one will that is to be obeyed.
If the wife is not subject to her husband, how are the children
to obey their parents? If the father says “go,” and the
mother says “ stay,” how can the children obey their parents?
It is impossible under such circumstances to obey both.
There can only be one will. Divine rule is the carrying
out of God’s supreme will and authority in the church, in
the. family, and in all the details of daily life. The expres-
sion, “ in the Lord,” qualifies the obedience. This does not
mean, “Children, obey your parents if they are Christians.”
“Obey your parents in the Lord” means to obey, in sub-
jection to the Lord, those who are your parents. If your
parents tell you to steal, you are not bound to obey them,
because it is not the will of the Lord that you should do so ;
to do so would be to disobey the Lord. I cannotvrun counter
to the Lord’s will, because the Lord’s will is the higher
authority. My will must never rise up against the will of
my parents, it does not matter what it is; though it may be
very disagreeable to do it, if it is not opposed to God’s will,
it ought to be done.

“ FATHERS, PROVOKE NOT YOUR CHILDREN T0 wnarn ”
(verse 4). The rule of a parent may provoke, instead of
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bringing the child into subjection. We see that it requires
much love and wisdom to act according to the will of
God.

You see fiom these passages, that the blessing of the house-
hold depends upon there being only one will in exercise, and
that .will obeyed in all things. The wife’s will being the
husband’s will ; the children’s will being the parents’ will. In-
subjection of children to parents is in most cases to be traced
to the lack of unity between the wife and the husband. That
again may be owing to the husband’s indiscretion, as well as
the wife’s insubjection ; it may be owing to the husband not
loving the wife as he ought. Depend upon it, that obedience
can never be expected from the children, if there is not the
spirit of subjection seen in the parents.

Now, for an example of the carrying out of the will of God
in the household, let us turn to Genesis xviii. 19-“ For I
know him, that he will command his household and his
children after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD,
to do justice and judgment ; that the LORD may bring upon
Abraham that which He hath spoken of him.” We see from this

scripture that the blessing which flows from carrying out
God’s will reaches far beyond our thoughts of it. Abraham’s
authority was not the asserting of his will, but ]ehovah’s will.
“ They shall keep the way of the LORD.” Abraham ruled for
God in his household. I—Ie did not rule therein order that
he might be exalted and have his will carried out. Abraham
knew that his way and his will were nothing. He asserted the
will of Jehovah over his household. just as God put Adam
over creation to rule for Him, even so He put Abraham over
his household to rule for Him. Abraham taught his household,
both by precept and example, subjection to jehovah. Mark the
blessing that was to come out of his obedience--“ That the
Lord may bring upon Abraham that which He hath spoken
of him.” It is very remarkable, in connection with this, that there
is no instance of subjection to a parent in all the scripture.
comparable to Isaac’s subjection to his father. That shows
the holy reverence begotten in children who are ruled over
for God. _

On the other hand, for a painful example of failure 1_n
household rule, we may look at the “case of Eli and 111$
household (1 Sam. ii. 22-25). We see from these ver568
the nature of the sin that the sons of Eli committed; and
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Rule in the Family, the Church, and the World

how they treated the expostulations of their father. “ Not-
withstanding, they hearkened not unto the voice of their
father.” “His sons made themselves vile, and he restrained
them not” (margin, “frowned not upon them”). In con-
nection with that, read verse 3o—“ Them that honour Me
I will honour, and they that despise Me shall be lightly
esteemed.” We see the very opposite in the case of Abraham.
He honoured Jehovah by so commanding his household that
they would keep ]ehovah’s ways. Eli dishonoured jehovah
by not frowning upon the sin of his children—-by not restrain-
ing them when he hadthe power to do so; and now, when he
is old, he talks and expostulates with them, but they do not
give heed to him. The time to subdue them was when they
were young ; that is the teaching of the scripture. “ Train up
a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will
not depart from it” (Prov. xxii. 6); because he learns the
blessedness and rightness of it. Eli is a most solemn instance
of how God’s order was allowed to slip- by one of God’s
priests. We see how God judged Eli and his house for their
sin. Illustrations such as these tell us the meaning of such
a verse as this-—-“He that spareth his rod hateth his son:
but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes ” (Prov. xiii.
24). When a father exercises discipline upon a child, he
ought to be constrained by love. He must do it, not for
the pleasing of the flesh, but for the good of the child and
the glory of God. If a child is thus dealt with, it will prove
ad lasting blessing to him, It has been remarked that one
difference between human and divine love is this-human love
is set upon enjoying its object, and divine love on blessing it.
It is said concerning Adonijah, when he sought to usurp the
throne, that “ his father had not displeased him at any time
in saying, Why hast thou done so?” (1 Kings i. 6). We see
David’s failure in this. It displeases the child to be rebuked.
David was set upon enjoying Adonijah, and so failed in pro-
moting his blessing. He never rebuked him, and we see‘ the
terrible fruit of this kind of love. Adonijah’s rebellion was
traced to David’s failure to carry out the rule of jehovah in
his household. In connection with

DISOBEDIENCE T0 PARENTS—-
turn to 2 Tim. iii. r-4--“Proud, blasphemers, unthankful,
unholy.” A man that is proud, who does not fear God not

..__ ' j p O _. _ 1, __ ,_______i
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man, who is unthankful for the mercies that God sends him,
and who is unholy in his life, how can he have obedient
children? It is these things which lead to households being
broken up, natural affection lost, and parental authority dis-
regarded and €lE:SplSBd._ What is the use of talking of order
and rule in the world when rule is not carried out insthe
household? This poor, blind world is fast hastening on to
its destruction. It is drifting on to the time when “the breast ”
will rule with an iron hand. Man is going on in his blindness
and folly with his back upon God: in his pride and self-will
setting aside and overturning that by which peace, order, and
social happiness are maintained. Look at the terrible con-
sequences of God’s order not being carried out, through man’s
self-will and pride--the marriage-tie broken, parental authority
despised and set aside, familyaffection gone. Whilst (natural
affection in the lower animal creation remains; poor, deceived,
deluded man, driven by Satan, loses his natural affection. Let
us seek to know what the will of God is concerning our several
relationships in life; whether husband or wife, son or daughter,
servant or master, let us seek to know how God would have
us act in these various relationships; and having learned His
will, look to Him for grace to fulfil it in His fear. If this is
done, we are sure to have the blessing of the Lord. It may
be difficult, and it may humble your pride in the dust; but
you will enjoy the blessing of the Lord, which is invaluable.

E —h W“ ' ' — ' 17 l_' I\— '

Ir, like Mary in the garden, we could have met the Lord--
so lately hanging on the terrible Cross for us, and now, newly
risen from the dead,-—-with what joyful gratitude would we
have cast ourselves at His feet in adoring worship. But
surely it is the precious privilege of those who diligently seek
Him betimes, still to find Him each morning, still to hear
Him calling them by name. Is there any less reason to-day
to praise Him, to delight in Him, than there was then?

ALL things that are within the compass of God’s promises
are within the compass of faith.

CORRECTION despised brings sharper correction.
IMPATIENCE under God’s corrections only shows our need of

the discipline He is pleased to visit us with. We can least bear
correction when we most need it.
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And so all Israel shall be Saved
|HE Tower of Babel was a witness to man’s departure
i from God. “ Let us build us, and make us,” was his
C language 5 self, not God his object. God was Obliged,
therefore, to break up this attempt at a confederacy, of which
man, not Christ, was the centre. _

Having done this, He chose out one man, Abraham, who
should become a witness for Him—-a light in the darkness.
This man became a family; the family a people; the people
a kingdom ; and Israel in the land of Canaan, separated from
all other nations, and governed by ]ehovah’s laws, was, indeed,
to be a peculiar treasure unto Him--a holy nation, a bright
witness for. God, and the centre from which blessing and light
should flow to the dark people around. Alas ! the gold soon
became dim. Israel sadly failed in her mission. For her own
sins Iehovah had to visit her with judgment, till, scattered and
dispersed, she became an awful example of that word, “The
way of transgressors is hard ” (Prov. xiii. 15).. To-day, without
a king, without a prince, without a sacrifice (Hosea iii. 4), she
occupies a unique position on the earth, as..a witness to the
truth of God and His Word.

But is this all P No. Israel scattered shall be Israel
gathered (Ez. xxxvi. 24). The scripture shall yet be fulfilled
which saith, “ so all Israel shall be saved.” This does not
mean that each individual Israelite who ever lived shall be
saved; but that Israel as a nation, doubtless including every
Israelite then living on the earth, slmll be restored to God’s
favour, and be the object of His special blessing. Israel, then,
is destined again to occupy the foremost place among the
nations. Ierusalem is to be the metropolis of the earth.
Who dares doubt it since God has declared it? At the very
commencement of Israel’s judgment, jehovah sent the message
to the nations—“He that scattered Israel will gather him”
(]er. xxxi. I0). Not only has He given the promise, but He
has also declared the time of its-fulfilment, and foretold the
very place from whence the blessing shall flow. “jerusalem
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, zmiif the time of the
Gentiles be fulfilled” (Luke xxi. 24). “Blindness in part is
happened to Israel, mate‘? the fulness of the Gentiles be come
in, and so all Israel shall be saved ; as it is written, There shall
come out of Zion the Deliverer” (Rom. xi. 2 5, 26). Their
minds were blinded ; . . . but even unto this day, when Moses
is ‘read, the vail is upon their heart. Nevertheless, when it shall
turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away” (2 _Cor.iii. 14-16).

“H
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These scriptures teach that blessing to Israel is subsequent
to the times of the Gentiles 5 that it follows the destruction ot
the great image by the little stone; or, in other words, the
time of Israelis restoration is when our Lord comes to the
earth the second time, to set up His Kingdom, and take to
Himself His great power and reign (Rev. xi. 17). The place,
Zion; “For His feet shall stand upon the Mount of Olives”
(Zech. xiv. 4), and Ierusalem shall be the place where He will
make Himself known to His brethren. Indeed, we may say
that all God’s promises of blessing to Israel are connected
with, and inseparable from the land given to them by promise.
The very first outward sign of their restoration being the
establishment once more of David’s' throne, with more than
Solomon’s power and splendour.

This being so, it is folly to suppose Israel -to be participating
nationally in the promised blessing, while still an outcast from
her land, and jerusalem, the beloved city, in the hands of the
worst of the heathen (Ezek. vii. 24). It is equally foolish to
suppose that now, ere the times of the Gentiles have run
their course, the fulfilment of these gracious promises is to be
traced in the prosperity of the ‘British Empire! This is not
the only lesson we may learn as we look forward, by faith, and
see Israel restored and blessed. First and foremost we are
reminded of Gadsfaztfifufness. Has He promised and shall
He not perform? “The gifts and calling of God are without
repentance” (Rom. xi. 29), is the Divine answer to all the
cavils of man. Man, unmindful of the grace of God, would
seek to raise a barrier to that grace in Israel’s sinfulness.
Blessed be God, not the crucifixion of His Son, nor the rejec-
tion of the Spirit’s testimony, can frustrate, though it may
delay, His purposes of grace. Nothing can annul, though 112
may postpone, the fulfilment of His promise. Again, though
Christ shall suddenly appear on behalf of His people, ‘j'@-t
God’s previous dealings with them shall make them a pB0P1e
prepared of the Lord. That discipline through which the’?
shall pass being prefigured by the experience of josephfi
brethren, ere he made himself known to them. Of that ttme
we read, “ Alas! for that day is great, so that none iS llke 1'35
it is even the time of ]acob’s trouble ; but he shall be saved
out of it " (]er. em. 7). Again, it is called “the aouqr and
dark day” (Ezek. xxxiv. I2) ; “great tribulation” (Matt. xxlv. 21);
the awfultime of the dry tree (Luke xxiii. 31). Thus we learn
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that God must wound before He can heal. Sin must be
judged ere it can be forgiven. These dealings with Israel do
but illustrate the solemn teaching of I Cor. xi. 31, 32, in its
present application to the Church. “ If we would judge
ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged,
we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned
with the world.” Once more. The carrying out of God’s pur-
pose in blessing to Israel, will be, at the same time, in answer
to Israel’s prayer. Ezekiel xxxvi. 1s a long chapter full of God’s
precious promises regarding this very matter ; and yet it con-
cludes (verse 37), “I will yet for this be enquired of.” The
godly cry of Isaiah lsiii. 15 to lxiv. 1, beginning, “ Look down
from heaven,” and ending, “ Oh lthat Thou wouldst rend the
heavens and come down,” will go up from a faithful remnant,
and be as incense before the Throne, as Rev. viii. I-5' declares.

If our desires are in accordance with God’s will and purpose,
faith will not on that account pray the less, but the more.
Oh I that our prayers may more and more be the shadowsofGod’s
purposes ; so shall we know more of answers to our prayers.

. Iii * —i__

LOVING HIS APPEARING.
2 Tnuornv Iv. 8.

UT '-does not every child of God love the appearing of
the Lord ]esusP T111$ 1s the question that naturally

"i ' rises to the lips, as we read the words of the aged
apostle. Well, if they do, there will be a crown of righteous-
ness for each one. But nothing can be plainer than that
Paul connects the crown with the finished course. It is the
reward which ‘the righteous judge will give for a completed
service. It was only when the time of his departure had
actually come, that the veteran soldier could speak of that
crown as a certainty, a thing “ laid up ” for him. And if that
was so in his case, it will surely be the same in ours. The
righteous judge will give the crown df righteousness in all
cases upon the same grounds. It follows that there must be
a close connection between loving His appearing and patient
continuing in well-doing. We believe that a little careful
consideration will make the connection plain enough. To
love His appearing is not the same thing as to love Himself.
This every child of God assuredly does. “If any man love
not the Lord Iesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maran-atha”
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(I Cor. xvi. 22). We have not left off loving Him when we
are disobedient, but we can not love His appearing except as
we are doing His will. A father goes out for the day and
leaves his children certain instructions as to what they are to
do and what they may not do. They all love their father, and
as soon as he has gone they set diligently to work at their
appointed tasks. If the father were to come back unex-
pectedly a few minutes after he had gone out, each child
would be delighted to see him again. But what will be
necessary on the part of the children, in order that the whole
day through they may be equally prepared to greet the father’-s
return with joy? Why, just that they should go on as they
have begun. If, after an hour or two has passed away, they
should begin to get careless, and leave their duties to indulge
in something their father had forbidden, would the sound of
his footstep, suddenly heard, bring them delight? Of course
not. And if much of the day had been spent in self-pleasing,
and, too late, they began to endeavour to make up for lost
time, would not the consciousness that their tasks were un-
finished interfere with their joy at the thought of seeing their
father return? Not a doubt about it. Then there is no
difficulty in seeing the difference between loving the Lord and
loving His appearing. To love His appearing tells of faithful
service, continued steadfastly till the time of His call to lay
down our task. The apostle speaks of himself as a soldier, a
runner and a steward, and in each of these characters he can
tell, by the grace of God, of a. completed task. As a soldier,
he has fought the fight; as a runner, he has finished the
course; as a steward, he has kept the faith, the precious trust
committed to him to declare and to hand down unimpaired
to those who should come after him. “f1?ir1mg)’0rtiz,” he says,
“there is [arid up for me a crown of righteousness.” At any
earlier stage of his service he could not have spoken of the
crown as laid up for him. He might have won it and yet lose
it again (see Rev. iii. 11). It is in this that the thought of
loving the Lord’s appearing so exactly corresponds with a
completed task. And the force of the expression becomes
yet greater when we know that the apostle really used a past
tense, and that the words should be, “unto all them that,/woe
Zoned His appearing.” That stamps the whole character of
their lives. They lived in constant view of the judgment-seat
of Christ; they ever thought of the joy of laying down their
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1ife’s service at His feet. May it be ours continually to hear
Him saying, “Surely I come quickly. Amen”; and, with a
whole-hearted yielding of ourselves to do His will, to answer,
“ Even so, come, Lord jesns.”

SOWING BESI DE ALL WATERS.
[We are glad to give a place to the following description of some service for Christ in the

Gospel, and trust it may he the means, in God’s hands, of encouragrng others of H1s-
children to follow the example here set before them.-—ED. B.P.]

5 BOUT two years ago the writer had a few Gospel letters
written, and then got them lithographed and prmted (the

'21 latter for those who could not read “writing”). He then
.__ ——- asked his Christian friends in different parts of Great
Britain and Ireland to send him lists containing the names
and addresses of unconverted people in whom they were
interested, and to join in prayer that these Gospel letters
sent to such might be used of the Lord in their awakening and
conversion. In this way some thousands of names and addresses
were obtained, and letters were posted to each. Very many replied
who had been awakened by these personal appeals---out of every
five replies received, four were from young women who were in
much anxiety of soul; a few were from sceptics who desired
instruction, and a very few were abusive. Numbers of course
never replied, but these were written to again and again, sending
different letters each time, till at last an answer was sent. The
correspondence has increased so largely, that several kind friends
have each undertaken to write regularly to a certain number--the
sisters writing to those of their own sex.

In this way, many timid ones, who would have a natural difficulty
in telling by word of mouth their spiritual anxieties and troubles to
their local pastors or Christian acquaintances, are enabled by letter
to express themselves to strangers, and so are helped on and led
by the Spirit of God into life, light, and liberty.

It is a very blessed work thus sending out God’s message to the
-needy ones, and it carries with it its own reward, for it is written, “He
that watereth shall be watered also himself” (Proverbs xi. 25).
It is a quiet, unostentatious service, such as the Lord Himself
loved when on earth; but let none enter upon this ministry who
are not possessed of patience and forbearance, and a thorough
knowledge of the evil of their own hearts. Such alone will have
spiritual tact and discernment in carrying on a correspondence
with those whom they have never seen in the flesh.

The Gospel letters invite those who receive them to reply,
promising a prompt and hearty acknowledgment. They go by
the Book Post for one halfpenny each, the ends of the envelope
being open. A sample copy will be forwarded to any who have a
desire to enter on this path of service, on application to J, N. lVl.,
IO D’Olier Street, Dublin.
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“Comfort One Another with these Words.”
1 Tnassanomaus 1v. 18.

HATa mighty, practical effect the hope of the Lord’s
J.-5” .

_._ ‘F‘H.’-J W coming produces, wherever it is a living reality in
S " the heart, and not merely part of a formal creed.

It teaches us to purify ourselves, even as He is pure (1 ]ohn
iii. 3); it stimulates us to renewed toil in His service (1 Cor.
xv. 58); it instructs us how to be patient under oppression
(jas. v. 8). But in the words at the head of this article the
Spirit is using our hope for the purpose of comforting bereaved
ones in their deep sorrow. . We are in the habit of turning to
1 Thess. iv. to prove that the Lord is indeed coming again for
His own, but it was not written for any such purpose. Now~a-
days, we find ourselves surrounded by children of God, who
have scarcely ever heard it said that the Lord Iesus is coming
to raise His sleeping saints and change the living ones. It is
on this account that we instinctively bring up the blessed
words, “The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout,” when we want to show such believers that jesus was
not speaking of death when He said, “ I will come again and
receive you unto Myself.” But when the apostle was writing
to the Thessalonian saints he had no need to prove to them
that the Lord was coming in person, and might appear at any
moment. That was a truth that they had learned at the same
time as the Gospel itself; and, indeed, it was a vital portion of
that Gospel, as they had heard it from the lips of Paul. So
great was its power over them, that all the district round about
could tell of them that they were not only “turned to God
from idols, to serve the living and true God, but also to wait
for His Son from heaven (see I Thess. i. 9-ro).

It is quite plain, then, that when the apostle referred to the
coming again of the Lord Jesus he was speaking to them of
some thing the truth and certainty of which they were
thoroughly persuaded of. But while they knew that they
were to meet the Lord at His coming, they were in doubt as
to whether they would ever again meet the beloved ones who
had been taken from them by death. This was the subject
the apostle desired they should not be=ignorant about. The
raising up of the sleeping saints is to come immediately before
the changing of the living ones. When we are caught up to
meet the Lord in the air, it is to be together wit‘/z them that
have just been raised from among the dead. ,Thus united we
shall ever be with the Lord. Here is comfort indeed for
bleeding hearts.
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* The Inside Discipline of God’s House.
II.

IVERY kind of discipline in the house of God should
 have for its aim the profit and restoration of the one

——l who is dealt with. God Himself is the great pattern
in this, as well‘ as in all other matters. He chastens us “for
our profit, that we might be partakers of His holiness ” (Heb.
xii. Io). We have seen that the solemn and extreme measure
of putting one away is always to be carried out with this in
view (1 Cor. v. 5). In harmony with this, every previous step
is to be taken in the hope of gaining our brother (Matt. xviii.
r 5, &c.) And this needs no less to be understood in regard
to all the inside discipline that we are now considering.
“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual restore such an one, in the spirit of meekness ” (Gal.
vi. 1.) It is an easy matter to rebuke. We can do that when
we are in a very low state of soul ourselves; but we need to
be “spiritual” in order to restore. We may speak sound
words enough and only stir our brother’s temper. We must
be in communion with the Lord, and speaking in the power
of the Holy Spirit, if we are to reach his conscience. So, in
seeking to know what Scripture teaches about discipline, let
us ask God to help us to begin with our own souls.

This passage in Gal. vi. speaks of one who is “ overtaken in
a fault.” It is not an habitual thing, and he is not continuing
in it. Yet it is just the time when the adversary will seek to
take advantage of the sorrowing one, and our responsibility is
to restore him. But if we turn to z Thess. iii. we shall find the
case of some who are not simply overtaken in a fault, but are
wafi:z'ag disorderly. This word “ disorderly ” is a military
expression, and means really “ out of rank.” We all know
how essential a part of a. soldier’s training it is that he should
learn to keep rank. He has not to fight single-handed, but to
act in concert with others, and therefore the necessity that he
shall learn to walk orderly or in rank with his fellow-soldiers.
It is the same in the Church of God. We are soldiers of
Christ, we are joint-labourers in God’s service; and whatever
hinders our fellowship one with another is a source of weakness
to all. In the first epistle to the Thessalonians we have the
same word at chapter v. 14. Here overseers are exhorted to
warn those who break rank (translated “ unruly ” in this case).
The rzth and 13th verses show what should be the behaviour
of the saints generally towards overseers, and verse 14 sets

i.

I
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before overseer-s their responsibility towards their brethren.
With regard to these rank-breakers, then, they are to warn
them. But such warning will be of little avail unless the rest
of the assembly give force to it. So we turn to 2 Thess. iii. to
see how the others should act. “Now we command you,
brethren, in the name of our Lord jesus Christ, that ye
withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh dis-
orderly” (verse 6). This is not the assembly putting persons
away, but each believer withdrawing from companionship with
the disorderly ones. It is not a united act of the church, but
fellowship in their individual actions. The special disorderli-—
ness among the Thessalonians was a neglect of their earthly
calling and a meddling in other peopleis affairs. But the
instructions apply to every kind of disorder or of failure to
keep rank, for the general exhortation of verse 6 goes before
the particular reference to the busybodies at Thessalonica.
And then the apostle winds up the subject in verses 14 and 15
as follows :--“And if any man obey not our word by this
epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that
he may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but
admonish him as a. brother.” This tells us-plainly that it is all
inside action. When once it comes to the putting away, the
word is, “Let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a
publican ” (Matt. xviii. 17). But even in this inside discipline
we do not come at once to the having no company. There is
to be exhortation with much long-suffering before we reach
this point. The words in verse 6, exactly translated, are not
so much “that ye withdraw yourselves ” as “that ye be with-
drawing yourselves.” They tell of a gradual action, getting
more and more decided in its character, till at last, when the
apostle’s word, by his epistle, is unheeded, it comes to,
“have no company.” It is well to notice how the words, “in
the name of the Lord jesus Christ,” which teach us what
gives weight and authority to the solemn act of 1 Cor. v. 4., 5,
are also used by the apostle in this exhortation of 2 Thess. iii.
6. May God give us grace to regulate all our behaviour to
one another by this standard.

1_ — _— --_ 3,.

OUR song of praise can never be checked, unless we rejoice
I11 circumstances and in things around us more than in God
Himself.

CONFIDENCE in God and self~distrust are sure companions.
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“ Glory to God in the Highest, and on Earth Peace,
Goodwill toward Men."

THERE is feasting and rejoicing
In the palaces of earth,

There is joy in the high places,
i At a royal infantis birth;
But they spread no costly banquets,

And no bards His praise did sing,
Vfhen “The Word ” became incarnate,

On the birthday of our ffirzg.
It is counted highest honour,

‘When a royal child is born,
To make gifts of rarest value,

To work robes of whitest lawn:
But the “swaddling clothes ” and m_anger_

Vtiere the most this world could bring,
\Vhen “ Immanuel ” came among us,

Gn the birthday of om‘ King.
There are willing hearts and loyal

\Vho will give both limb and life
To protect their earthly monarch,

And to guard him in the strife.
At “The Son of God” I-Iis subjects

Rude taunts and jeers did fling,
And they shouted loud derision

As they crucified am" Kireg.
Though His advent was not sounded

By the trumpet and the drum,
Tl1ougl1 no herald spread the tidings

That the “ Prince of Peace ” had come;
With celestial sounds of sweetness

The blue vault of heaven did ring,
As the angels showed His praises,

On the birthday of our firrg.
Though He lacks the greet men’s welcome,

There are were men from afar,
To His humble cradle guided

By the "lustre of His star.
To the “Light” of Gentile nations

Their treasures thus they bring;
And present their gifts and worship

On the birthday of om‘ Kzhzg.
By the world He made rejected,

Though derided, mocked, and slain,
To “ His own" He leaves this token—-

' “I will surely come again.”
To that blessed, faithful promise

Through the dreary night we cling,
As we wait in calm assurance

For the coming of our Kiuzg.

 - .__. _ __ _-
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Rule in the Family, the Church, and the worm. I
Nores IN A BIBLE CLASSI-

H

IV.

RULE IN THE ASSEMBLY.

, UST as God’s people Israel were made subject to the
l rule of kings whom He set over them, in like manner

those who are saved by His grace in this dispensation
are under the authority of the Lord Iesus Christ. Whenever
Israel did “that which was right in their own eyes,” confusion
and lawlessness set in. There is nothing more grievous to
God than lawlessness, whether it be in the family, in the
assembly, or in the world. Let us look now at the character
of rule in ‘the assembly of God. “ Tam) THE FLOCK or GOD ”
(1 Peter v. 2). In connection with the subject of rule in the
New Testament, God continually uses the figure of the s/ze;z5~
herd and the flock. I-Ie has appointed these to represent
Divine rule. THE GUIDES are those who go before the flock.
In the East the shepherd goes before his flock. The Lord
Jesus, in john x., says, “When he putteth forth his own
sheep, he goeth before them.” God never contemplates an
assembly of I-Iis people in which there is no rule. In Heb.
xiii. 7, 17, and 24 we are exhorted to “ ?'€17Z6’7?Zd'-*3f"” and “airy”
those who are the guides among the flock of God. Also, in
I Thess. v. 12 the saints are exhorted to know them which
labour among them and are over them in the Lord. “- Over
yea,” is the same word as “them that rule over you in the
Lord.” They are those that maintain the Lord’s authority
among His gathered saints. “A bishop (overseer) must be one
that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjec-
tion with all gravity” (1 Tim. iii. 4). This shows us another
illustration of rule in the church. It is to be similar in its
characteristics to the rule that a father exercises over his chil-
dren; it is a gentle, kindly rule, and always considers the
good of the one that is ruled over. There should be no such
thing as arbitrary, domineering rule in the church of God. It
is a rule that acts for God, and maintains His authority in H15
assembly ; and, in doing so, always considers the well-being of
those ruled over ; a rule that is felt to be a blessing by those
who are the subjects of it.

ELDERS.-—-The apostle Paul in writing to Timothy say5,
“ Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double
honour, especially those who labour in the Word and in teach-
ing” (1: Tim. v. 17, R.V.) There are first, elders who rule

 i i‘-71% i’ |II1|IIIi— - Z _ _ ___ _ . _ _ ___ _
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well; secondly, those who labour in the Word and doctrine 3
thirdly, there will also be those who cannot be regarded as wise
and weighty rulers, nevertheless they are to have the respect of
the younger; ,but they are not worthy of the same degree of
honour as those who rule well.

The ordaining or choosing of elders BY THE CHURCH has
[ no precedent whatever in the Scriptures. There were elders

ordained by the apostles in the early church, and also by others
:-

5 delegated by the apostle Paul to do that particular work, and
=‘ divinely qualified for it, such as Titus. There is another name
i applied to elders, via, pastors, or shepherds. They are also

called overseers, or bishops. The term bishop is an old
T ecclesiastical word that was kept in the translation to avoid

giving offence to those in high places. EPISCOPAL comes from
k two Greek words, “Epi,” over, or upon, “scopein,” to look.

y So “episcopal” is simply looking over. The literal translation
l of the word bishop is overseer; Acts xx. shows that. “ He

H .

"G sent to Ephesus and called the elders*of the church ” (verse
1.7). Then in verse 28 we read these words——~“Take heed

‘ unto yourselves, and to all the flock over the which the Holy
T Ghost hath made youioverseers, to feed the church ofGod.” Paul

calls them elders : the Holy Ghost made them overseers, and
their work was to feed the flock of God. I Peter v. puts the
responsibility upon the elder brethren to care for the flock.
It is God’s order that elders should do it ; not elders by
appointment, but elder brethren. That is borne out by 1 Tim.
iii. 6, “Not a novice.” That is one newly come to the faith.

l Although Timothy was not to let any one despise his youth
when carrying out the mind of God, he was exhorted not to

T rebuke an elder, but to entreat him as a father. . He was
T’ to take care that in the exercise of his authority he did not

V speak disrespectfully to an elder brother. He is also instructed
l in verse 19, “ NOT TO RECEIVE an ACCUSATION aoamsr an

ELDER, BUT BEFORE Two on THREE WITNESSES.” Whilst it is
wrong to give ear to any slanderous report, it is doubly wrong
to give your ear to a report regarding an elder in years, and
one who is in responsibility for God as a guide and a ruler in
God’s assembly. If one comes to you with an evil report

I regarding an elder, either do not listen to it, or tell such to
produce their witnesses in order to confirm the report by reliable
testimony. “ The north wind driveth away rain; so doth an
angry countenance a backbiting tongue ” (Prov. xxv. 23). Let

 i'—‘__Q§“T'"1“ T To G —
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us meet backbiters with an angry countenance. It is a terrible
sin to convey a slanderous report from one person to another,
and especially so about one who has been respected as an
elder. It is in this way that Satan seeks to undermine and
spoil the influence of God’s servants. D

THE Loan rs THE GREAT SHEPHERD and Bishop of our
souls ,; He is the Great Example of rule. He feeds us with
His own precious broken body and shed blood ; He claims to
have us entirely in subjection to Himself. ,

From these scriptures we see that rule in the assembly is a
most arduous and self-denying work and responsibility. For
any one lightly to presumeto set himself up as an overseer or
ruler by merely attending an “ Ovsnsrorrr MEETING,” without
first having a care in his heart for the saints, is running right in
the teeth "of the mind o. God, and ought not to be permitted
for a moment. There are some persons whose voice is never
heard in the assembly, except when some trouble arises. They
are the first in the disturbance, though they have never been
heard to speak to the comforting or edifying of the hearts of
God’s people. Such should never be regarded as pastors or
overseers. If theycome to the Oversight Meeting, they should
be kindly told that that is not their place, and that they had
better not attend such meetings. The church is not a place
where any one may do what he likes, but where those whom
God has placed in responsibility for Himself are required to
see that Christ’s authority is maintained and carried out, as
given in the Scriptures. It is not a place where man chooses
and appoints those who are to rule over God’s heritage. The
gifts proceed from God ; Christ, as Lord, bestows them ; and
it is by the power of the Spirit, and in subjection to Christ,
that they are to be exercised. Where Divine rule is set aside,
and self-will, pride, and strife are allowed to work, there is no
spiritual liberty for the Lord’s servant to minister the Word
to the comforting and edifying of the saints. He feels tied
and bound in his spirit. But if he goes to an assembly where
Divine rule is carried out, and where the saints own and
submit to it, there he finds liberty to minister the good Word
of the Lord toHis people. The object of Divine rule is to pre-
serve, not to curtail, liberty. How needful to have r these
truths written on all our hearts by God’s Spirit, that we may
learn to own God’s appointed rule, whether in the family, the
church, or the world.

& —'i-Fl '——-—"- —""""'-'— - — - - ——_— — . 
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