EXODUS 3, 1-15.



In these verses that we hmwve now read
we have the incident that gives its
character to the subsequent life and service
of Moses. And Moses was remerkable as a
servant of God, as a man of God, in this
respect, that he himself was famlliar, so
far as man c¢an be, with the presence of
God; one to whom Jehovah spake as & man
speaketh to his friend. HKis brother Aaron
was assoclated with him in his service, but
the business of Aaron was more with the
people of ‘God for their help, and their
blessing too. But Moses, whille he was
God's medium for blessing to ths people of
Israsl, had this remarkable characteristioc
about him, that God spoke to Moses, ard
God spoke to the people through Moses.

Year after year these commuiniocations went
on.

This feature of his service follows
what we have recorded in this chapter. It
was here, as far as history goes, that he
was brought face to face with the presence
of God here upon the earth. God so
revealed Himself to Moses, arnd the effect
of thas revelation upon him was to stamp a
character upon his 1life and influence that
he nsver lost. In the forty ysars of
public servioce for God there was this
thing, that he drew near to God, and God
drew near to him. :

So he stands out head and shoulders,
8o to speak, in the 014 Testament 1in this
respect. He was God's mouthpiece here upon
the earth; and it was because he came 1into
the presence of God, and there the holy
words came into his eara. He received thenm



direot from on high; he passed tham on to
those who listened to him, and who were
guided by thenm.

I think, too, that thils inocident has
its lesson to ourselves -~ a lesson that we
ought never to forget - that the presence of
God is the real fountain of all service for
God. That servant is used of God who has
found his right place, in dus appreclation
of his heart and spirit, in the immedlate
presence of God, in the place where he has
to put the ‘shoes from off his feet. And
the man who has not been there may be an
attraotive man in the world, may have cholce
words and phrases in his 1ips, but if he has
not been in the presence of God, he has not
got his message from God Himself, and 1t 1s
but of little power, little help, 1little
blessing to those who helr him.

Now to undersatand better the force of
what we have in these versea, it may be well
to recall a little of the previcus history
of Moses. Hoses is brought befors us here
ag in the deaert, feeding sheep, and his
previcus history is in contrast with that,
as we know. He was born at a time of
spaclal peril, when the great ensmy of God
was aotive here upon the earth through the
king of Egypt, the objeot belng to destroy
the sesd of Abraham that should be ths
source of bleassing to all the earth. It
wad the great schems, worthy of the Devil,
to destroy the chlldren of Abraham upon the
earth; to destroy every male at its birth,
80 that the nams of Abraham, Isaac and
Jagcob should be stamped out of the earth,
and that God's word that the whole earth
should be bleessed through the sesd of



Abraham should fall to the ground, and be
& vain and empty thing.

iHoses was saved at that very epoch.
He was born in the atmosphere of faith.
His parente knew that he was a proper child,
a child of God. They had thelr apiritual
discermment, such as ¥ancah had, and
Zacharlas t00, that this ochild was one with
whom God meant to work here in this world.
They knew it from God. And they braved the
king's commandment, and Moses was hidden for
three months.

It was God's purpose that he should be
a deliverer. Aaron had oome, and ws read
nothing conoerning hie birth. But Moses was
different. He 18 a type of Christ, but 1
do not Aadwell upcon that tonight. There he
was, a8 it were, separated from his mother's
womb for the sservice of God. And we know
the marvellous way in which God reversed
the schemes of men aoc that the daughter of
the very corusl king who sent forth this
murderous ediot, that princess should dbe
the means of Koses' salvation from the water.

And so it ocame about that he was
brought up in Egypt's court. But first of
all God saw to it that he should have the
training of faith, and ws camnot but belleve
that Apram and Jochebed had it upon their
hearts and on their oconsciences before God.
They besought that their child might be
saved from the horrars of & royal court, and
he was brought intc the household of God.
What zeal they showed in training that
young ohild in the knowledge of what God
had done in days gone by. How they
instructed that lititle one in the wonderful



promises that God had made to0 Abraham;
how Isaac waa brought back, as it were,
from the very dead to be the seed of
blessing to the earth. All theses things
woere instilled into that young life.

But the time came when that child was
put in the court, trained in wiadom,
instructed in all the advantages that could
be in such a high station. Nothing was
denied him there; eoverything to occupy him
in pleasure and delight, schemss of every
kind. Had He a wish it was accomplished.
But dowsn in his heart the worthy instruction
of his mother, what she had said, and what
the father had corrobarated, there it was
acting as a barrier against ths opposing
influences of a royal court. Idclatry
sverywhere, but the knowledge of the true
God in the ohild'a heert. He was thsre
t1l1l he was forty, and he was preserved.

Ch, beloved friends, we ought not to
forget how God preserved His servant amidst
the horrors of that kingly palace. It was
the power of God that preserved him. And
at the a;o of forty he had faith in God.

He sald 'My place is with the Lord's
slaves, they are my relatives, they come
from my forbears. They have the promise,
and I have the promise, and we share 1t.'
God promised that His pesople should be
delivered. And at forty years he went out,
and he saw what they were suffering. He
saw their burdens, saw the cruelty of the
taskmasters in the way they used his
brethren, and the passions of his heart
were stirred. He thought of the promilses
made to the fathers. ‘'Their place is in
Canaan, and not in Bgypt. 1 will stand upon



God.' And he slew the Rgyptian. He killed
the man outright, and buried him in the
sand.

It was 1little for & royasl prince to do.
In those days it might easily have been
passed over. It was the first blow that
he strusk for the emansipation of his
people. But who told him to do it? Where
did the order come from? It was just out
of his own heart. It was love for his kin,
thoss of hgs own blood, that caused him to
act. And what is that? In Rew Testament
language it is the fleah; the word 1s
natural to us. And it is not right. God
has oondemned the flesh. He has condesmned
it in the Gross. The Lord Jesus Ghrist
there upon the Gross bore my sin, and it
is in man's flesh that sin dwells, and it
is man's flessh that is corrupted by sin.
Sin leads our flesh in the wrong direction.
"0ught not I to bring this people out?
Am I not a deliverer? And here I can stand
it no longer. I will smite a blow, and
will‘lead them to victory, and get them
out.

He acted in his own time, not in
God's time. God had apoken of the time.
He had spoken to Abraham. And if Mosesa
had only reflscted, he would have known
what God had said, that in the fourth
generation they should come out. They
should be afflicted 400 yeara. It was
written down. He was not aoting according
to seripture. He was before God's time,
and therefore he was wrong. It was a
fallure. He was in earneast, for it was a
noble thing for a royal prince to go down
and stand up for a labourer, an honourable



thing to do, no shame about that. But it
was not of God. It was the wrong time,
and the wrong man. MKoses' hand was railsed
agalnat a slave, but when God sets hic to
work he says "Do not go to a taskmaster,
go to Pharoah, and tell him to let the
people go." He was very much in sarnest.
He wanted to do well, but he had not God's
mind in the matter. Has it any lesson to0
you and to me? We may do a right thing
with the best of intentiena, but if we do
not do 1t in God's time, it will be a
fallure. -

And we know what happened the next
day. When Moses went out and asettled a
quarrel dbetween twoc of his sountrymen, they
said "Who made thes a ruler and a judge
over ust' Moses did not answer. He had no
crodentiala. He had not been told to go.
God had riot sent him. And when he is
challenged by an angry man he had no reply.
And he losea all his courage, and he flees
to the desert as if he had done something
wrong. It was altogether a failure. ‘It
i3 ny very brethren that turn againast me.
I tried to help them, I tried to deliver
them, and they won't have me.® And he
sought refuge in the desert.

Oh, beloved friends, it is very hard
to walk the right path unless we know God
has set us there. There are alvays
difficulties in the way, and we can never
get over them unless we have deep down in
ouwr souls the assurance that God has put us
thore. And if He wants me to do this thing
now, 1f we have the assurance of God, we do
not fear the wrath of the king, we do not
mind one of our brethren, for God is for us.



It may be only a simple thing that you
ars taking up - a ¢lasa in the Sunday
School, 1f only God has given you the work.
go to God about it. Someone may say
'There 1s a olass that has no teacher, ocome
along and take it,' and you do not like to
say no. God knows the class is there
without a teacher, and God knows who can
teach that oclass. Very well, then, it is
your plaoce t0 go to Him to find out whether
it 1s time for you to go, and have it from
His lipa. When a believer consents to do
anything, 18t it be something that you
have felt, as you have been on your knees
before God, He would have you to do 1t, and
then you can go with a olear conscience
becauas you know that if God sets you about
& thing He wlll see you through, and it
will be for His glory.

Well, Moses had not learnt that. He
went out in his own strength. He was
learned in the wiadom of the Egyptians,
mighty in word and deed, but he was not
Just ready to take on the work of
delivering the people of Israel from
bordage.

He went int.oc the desert of Kidlian, and
was there forty years. He was forty when
he left Egypt, and for forty years he was
tending sheep in the wilderness. It 1s a
long time to think. It was a great
oontrast to what he had been used to in the
court, no occupation, the same thing every
day, the sams sort of trivial, monotonous
incidents. And it goes on for forty years.
He.ia there: he had a lesson to learn.

And he learned a great many things.



I wonder what he thought about his
own people there in Egypt. He knew very
well how it had been in Egypt, that a
good many of them had submitted to the
idolatrous influences among them, and they
served the gods of Egypt. Idolatry
anongst hls brethren, worshlppers of the
God of Abraham, lIasaac and Jacob! And they
d4id not want him when he went there.

There they are going over to the worship

of idols. They are making themselves as
comfortablg as possible in Egypt, and they
won't have him to be thsir deliverer.
*Well, let them take oare of themselves.

I have offered myself, and they won't have
me.® And there was nothing but the silence
of the dessrt, and the word that God had
spoken to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Oh, how he meditates on these things.
God had sald He would take the people out
of Egypt, and 1f tod had said so He would
do it, and that if He did so, He could do
it gquite well without the help of Moses,
he was quite negligible in the matter, and
he was not in himeelf competent to
undertake it. In other words, he learned
the worthlessnees of himaelf.

I think we have all learmnsd this
lesaon, because loses had faith, and I
presume the audience here is amongst those
who have faith in God. Yet here is a man
who has faith in God -~ for we are told so
in the Acts and Hebrews - who sesms to be
wasting his 1ife for forty years in the
wilderness. He 1s not ready for God to use.
God's time had not coms, but the inatrument
was not ready. He had no patience. TYou
could see that, becauss when he saw the



blow of the Egyptian descend upon his
brother in the flesh, he raised his arm.
He was Jjust like Peter when they came to
take his Haster. He took up his sword, and
took off a man's ear. It was ar effort of
the flesh The Lord said "Put up thy
sword.” His kingdom was not after the
marmer of flesh and blood, it was &
different thing altogether; it was the way
Zi the Spirit, the way of power that God
ves.

And 80 Moses cames at the end of that
time to the positive assurance that what he
was naturally as a man - & learned
philoaspher, a man who had had experience in
the management of armies, and also the
agricultural 1ife of Egypt, and the
govermment of Egypt, knew all about it -~ it
was of no use to God. It 1s just like
proving ourselves that "In me, that 1s in
my fiesh, dwells no good thing.®

Ard now, when a man has come t0 the end
of himeself, God can begin to work, and that
is the great blessing that stands out here.
"Now Hoses kept the flosk of Jethro his
father in law, the prlsst of Midian: and he
led the flook to the backside of the desert,
and came to the mountain of God," - the
place of authority. That 1s what he needed.
God was in the mountain. He was right away
fron where Jethro was. He came to the
mountain of God in Horeb where Sinal was,
and where God would appear later; that is
why it is called the mount of God. It was
the plaoce where God came down to this
earth. 4nd Hoses found Him, with hils
sheep, there, on the mountaln of God.



Oh, have you had that experience in
your life? We know that actually with
these eayse of ours, none of us can ses God.
But there are those who see God. There arse
thase who come face to face with Him in
their lives. And sometimes God has to do a
great deal with us before we are brought to
geo Him. We are sc busy, the hours are so
filled, we have s0 many things to ocoupy
our minds. But it 1s not until we get
right away In the desert that there we coms
into the presence of God. Many a person
has been roused in the middle of the night,
and has found themselves face to face with
God, His very presence, come to teach a
lesson; come to give us to know Bis power,
His influence, and that He has something
for us to 4o.

How many thera are here tonight that
God may use! But to be used of Him you
mist be brought face to face with Him.
You see there was no one alse in the desert.
Jethro was far away, and ¥oses was just
there alone with God, ard that is the thing.
You see a great many of us may fesl that
God 1s not sufficient. We do not put it
that way, but how many are there that ocan
ait down quietly in a room by themselves,
end read the word of God, and know that they
are in the presence of God? Why? Because
it becomes so very tedious that I soon get
tired, and I go to slesp. I cannot keep up
my interest in the word of God. But 1if
thers 13 a person in that room whom you
love, would you become oblivious to the
proesence of that onet If we belleve in
God, is 1t posasible that when we are alone
in our room, and we read the word of God,



that God is really there to speak with us,
to make lis word known to ust That is why
it is that the word of God has not the
effect, because when we gay 'the word of
god' we 4o not believe the full mesning of
that phrase. It 1s the word of God. It
means that God 1s speaking to me, and 1t is
necessaary for the life of every believer
®i1lan ahall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that procsedeth out of the mouth
of God." The real meaning of the word is
to feel thas out of that printed page comes
God's word to me.

That is what Yoses had t0 learn here
in the wilderness. He came t¢ ths mount of
God, Horeb. "And the angel of the Lord
appeared unto him in a flame of fire ocut of
the midat of & bush: and he looked, and
behold, the bush burned with fire, and the
bush was not consumed.” There was the
Angel of the Lord. Ve know, 1f you look
through these verses, it was God Himself.
It is God that speaks. The Angel of the
Lord occurs frequently in the 014 Testament,
it is God. God was there in the midst of
the bush.

And it wae a flame of fire - that which
was the symbol of the presence of uod.
Later, when the elders looked at lMount Sinal.
they saw & sight of the glory of God as a
devouring fire. ®"Our God is & consuming
fire" as we find later on. And when John in
Patmos aaw the Lord, His eyes were as &
flame of fire.

But you know earthly fire needs fuel,
but this was fire without fuel. The bush



wvas not consumed, and therefore it waa of
God, it was from heaven, it waas supernatural,
a beaming light there shining. It was that
ghich had come from heaven, God‘'s own
presence there.

The bush wasa growlng by itself, with
its pricklea, to show that it was not a
fruitful thing, but a worthleas shrub. The
fire is theore in the midat of it, but it is
not consumed. What was the busht Was it
not that people, that group of slaves in
Egypt, who were just contented with their
onlons and garlic, cucumbers and melonst
They had the taskmaster's whip about them,
but when they got home, and had their
portion, they were at esss. 'It is not so
bed after all, and there are plenty of gods
weo oan worship. W%Where is the God of
Abrahan, Isaac and Jacobt If He 1s Uod, why
does He not deliver usY We will attend to
these gods about us.' There were many
peraons in Egypt of the Israslites who had
gor:e over. But God had spoken the word.
It was a bush indsed, but it was His bush
you see, and He had some purpose for 1it.
The lineage of Joseph afterwaras ware
aasoclated with the good will of Him who
dwelt in the bush. A poor, worthless
thing, but the bush became the habitation
of God here upon the earth. All thoough
their history God was in the midsi of His
pecple - not viaibly, but they were His
people. Now the flamea of persecution blow
upen that guilty nation. They seem Lo be
consumed, but God has His eye upon them,
and He will bring them forth again, and
make them the centre of the renswed earth.



It was a great leasson, this bush, for
Moses, and he drew near to see the sight.
And then there came the wclce of God. I
do think there 1s significance in the
order. You find it often in soripture, 1f
you study it from this peint of view, that
God very often appsars to the esyes of our
hearts before His voice comesa. It is the
aight first. then the sound. There is that
which brings us towards Him, then He
speaks. The aight brings us near to Him,
you see, 30 wo come and repent, and then we
hear things. It appears s¢ beasutifully in
the oase of the two disciples of John the
Baptist. When John the Baptist said
®"3ehold the Lambd of God," those two
disciples looked. They looked upon the
graolous, meek Peraon walkling there. They
did not know very much, but there was
something that drew them after Him, and
they went to Him, and they stayed with Hinm,
and they listensd tc Him for the rest of
the day. They came into His presence, and
then they heard His word. The thing that
ocan bring into your daily life, your
morning reading and prayer, make surs that
you feel yourself in His presence, and
listen to His volce, what it haas to say to
you.

And what does He say to Hoses? "And
when the Lord saw that he turned aside to
889, God called unto him out of the midst
of the bush, and said Moses, loses." Twilgse
He took up the name. It 1s the way of God.
You get His ocall, as it were, when He saw
that faither of falth take up the knife of
sacrifice to slay his son. The volce out
of heaven came "Abraham, Abraham,” the
double call. "Moses, MHoses.”



What was Mcses doing? Moses was
rushing into the presence of God. "Draw not
nigh hither." Ths One who speaks dwells in
light incorruptible, draw not nigh. He was
not fit to go. The vell had not been rent:
the holiest of all was not opensd, and he
could not go into the immedlate presence of
God. He was %0 take his right place in
relation to God. God was supreme, the
Almighty, full of holiness, and you must not
draw near. "Put off thy shoes from thy feot,.
for the place where thou standest 1is holy
grodnd.” There 1in the immediste presence,
there was the moat holy place, but the place
where he stood was holy, because it was near
God. EHe was listening to the volce of God,
and that made the holy plaoce, the presence of
aOd..

50 we have to follow peace and
holiness, without which no man can sse the
Lord. It was necessary for lkoses to
understand he was in a holy place, for his
ears are ready to take in the messages that
would be given him. And we ought ¢o
remember that too. I have been brought to
Him; how ¢an I hear the veoice of the Lord
godt? Put off thy shoes from thy feet. Holy
erd reverend is His Rame. Bear it well in
mind. God saves us from our sins, and when
He makes us His own we have to learn the
hollness that belongs to Him. And loses had
to learn that too.

W81l, he said "Here am I." Then He
gaild “Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes
from of'f thy feet, for the place whereon
thou ztandest 1s holy ground. Moreover He
saild I am ths God of thy father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob."



it 13 rather striking to notlos what
God says, "I am the God of thy father.®
To Jacob 1t was "The God of thy fathers,"
here father. Why should 1t be? It was
linking ¥oses in lidlan with kKoses in
Amrar and Jochebed's house. *I am the God
of thy father.® The purpose that God had
comnitted to hls father, God had not
forgotten 1t elghty years after. And then
lle wen% back "The God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jaoob.

And ¥oses hid his face, he waas afraid.
It is a proper fear, true fear, the fear of
reverence. He was afraild to ilook upon God.
Adar and Eve were afrald at the presence of
God, they had a guilty conscience. Moses
was afrald because he felt his own weakneas
ard fallure. He said "Why have I been
wasting my time in the desert forty years?
It was my own fault. PForty years ago it
was when I smote the Egyptian, and they
would not have me as a peacemaker. I have
been wasting my time." He was ashamed; he
was afrald to look upon God. The preasence
of God makes us fesl our faults, how very
smell we are, the wrong thinga that we do.
Oh, beloved friends, it 1s a painful
operation, but it 1s necessary to have our
hearts exposed to the light in God's
presence. Get into the preasence of uod,
and there expose the innermost crevices of
your heart in the light of uod. And when
you do that you are afrald to look up until
He apeaka. And as thus you face your sin
you f£ind how faithful and just He 1a to
forgive you your sin, and to cleanse you
from all unrighteousness. And loses was
prepared in this way for that mighty task
that was before him.



And then Jehovah spsaks, ard He says
*I have surely seen the affliction of Ly
pecple whioh are in Egypt, and have heard
their cry by reason of thelr taskmasters;
for I know their sorrows." I think that is
very beautiful. Jehovah in that dwelling
place viewing that umworthy people in Egypt.
He had ssen them, and He had come down to
ther; and He had come down because He knew
their sorrcows. The voioce of thelr groaning
roge up to Him, and He knew their sorrows -
the burdens that pressed upon theilr spirits.
Kot onlythe long day's work, and the
taskmastera, but it was sorrow of the apirit.
Wearineas of the bones ia one thing, and
weariness of the spirit is another thing.
People do not underatand you when you are
oppresged with weariness of the spirit, but
the Lord knows. BHe knows our sorros¥s. He
knows everything, but it is beautiful to
think that He knowa our gorrows. And He
comes down to help us, to deliver us. We
ars not orphans, we are not left alone.
This psople in Egypt, God knew every sorrow,
anl He saya "1 am come down to deliver them
out of the hand of the Egyptians, to bring
them out of that land unto a good land and a
largs,"unto e land flowing with milk and
honsy.

And then oomes His direction to Moses.
“Come now, therefore, and 1 will send thes
unto Pharoah, that thou maysst bring forth
Xy people, the ohildren of larael, out of
Egypt.® And that took Moses' breath away.
Send him, the failing servant! He had been
down to help them. He went cut of the royal
palase, and went down among the Israslites,
and he found his worthlesasnesa. He had no
influence behind him. "Pid not my fore-



father Joseph save the people?" But YMoses
had not provided corr for them, with all
the politieal power bshind him. He tried,
and the whole thing went smash at once.

Now forty years after that God says
®*] kxnow all about thls people =~ ly people.”
You know that 1s the first time the
children of lsrael are called a people 1in
Exodus. They are brought out as a nation,
and a people. They are o natlon amongst the
nations, and a people because God was in the
midat of them, and He spoke of them as His
pecple. He calls thom such now. He says
*I am going to send you unto My people.®

And ikoses looked at his own heart, and
considered his own life, and saild 'There is
not one redeeming feature in it. I have not
one spark of worthiness. I am utterly
incapable of desling with it.' That was
his boellef. Well, that was right as far ae
it went. It was right as far as he zent,
as he himself was concorned; he was not any
good, it waa true. But he had only got
half the truth, and the Lord was very
gracious with him. Hoses said "Who am I
that I should go unto FPharoah, and that I
should bring forth the ohildren of Israel
out of Bgypt? Who, indeed. He had no
power to0 4o it, no wisdom, he could not do
it. And then God eaid “"Certainly I will be
with thee.® That made all the difference -
no hurry at all. Jehovah was golng to take
him up, and if ¢od took him up He could
accomplish almighty things. He had
forgotten the power of God.

Oh, does it not show us what we arse!
How we prove this over and over azain.



First we go intoc a thing, and make a
hopeless mesa of it, and then we dc not
want to do anyvthing about it any mors.
Then the way is made perfectly clear. 1
an not f£it. We forget God will help us,
and be with us. *Certainly I will be with
thee. Certalnly I am with thee,” .which
makes it stronger. It is not only that He
will be by and by, but He is now.

Well, lioses, there is your strength.
"Certalnly I will be with thee, and this
shall be a ‘token unto thee, that I have
sent thee. When thou hast brought forth
the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve
God upon this mountain.” That was what
they 4id, of course, afterwards.

And then Moses has another objection.
The first on: was about himself. Then
Hoses sald unto God "Behold, when I gome
unto the children of Israel, and shall say
unto them The God of your fathers hath
sent me unto you, and they shall say to me,
What is His Name? What shall I say unto
themt®®” Well Moses, now thsre are all these
people who are mixed up with the gods of
the Egyptlans. We have many enemles. So
many had forgotten the truth concerning
the way thut God had revezled Himself to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and iioses knew
that. What i3 Hls Name? Who is it that
sent yout¥ Ia it one of the gods of the
Egyptlans? Who is it? 4ind Xoses wants to
know what is the right thing to say. After
all, what is God's FKame?

And then God reveals His Nare in a
threefold way. The firat thing thst God
gays is to Mosas himself. God said urto
Moses "I AM THAY I AM." He does not



disclose any of His attributes, but He
speaks of Himself as the Personal God, I.
Ard He is the One that exists, I AX,.

Nobody can say that. God is self subalsting
The power of existence 1s in Himself. %I AM
THAT I AN.

In a recent publicaticn it was stated
we are to understand "I Al THAT I AM" to be
"] will be that I will be,® which takes out
all the force and beauty of the words here.
"What I have written I have written® Pilate
sald. It is not what God will be, it 1is
what God is. "1 AM® now. And all that God
1s now was for llcses.

Oh, bseloved friends, we want to know
rore of the inner meaning of God's words
when He speaks of Hlisc Name. His Kame is
what He is in all iiis almightlineas, Hils
oonipotence. Everything that 1s
sharacteristic of Him as God is all summed
up in His Fame. And that Fame of God is
found in the Person of our Lord Jesus
Christ. When we gather unto His Kame He
says "Here am I." Oh, the Name of Jesus!
It is because 1t speaks of suffering. O©h,
the infinite depths and riches, there they
are.

And God says to Hosea "“That 1s the
thing you have to bear in mind as a servant,
as a man of God "I AX THAT I AX. "I have
looked uson the burdens of your brethren.

I At THAT I A¥, the Unchangling God.” Oh,
it is a comfort to f£ind that lie 18 ever the
same "I AM THAT I AM.“

And then He says ®Thus shalt thou say
unto the ohildren of Israe}l, I Ak hath sent



me unto you." It was the name of our Lord,
as we know, "Before Abraham was I AM." He
often speaks of Himself as I Al, and puts
in it that which 1s true for the moment:

"1 an the Good Shepherd,” "I am the true
Vine.® And iioses is to go to the children
cf Israel, and say "I AM." What God was in
His love when He called Abraham cut; what
He was to Isaac, and what He was to Jaoodb,
e was still to thlie pecople many years in
this bendage 1n Egypt.

Then in the 15th verse "God said
moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say
unto the children of Iarael, the Lord God
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath
sent m® unto you, and this is iy Name for
ever, and this is Yy memorial unto all
generations.” All through the history of
the children of Israel this wes to
characteriase them for all time, this
unchangeable guality of the Name of Jehovah
God. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
that will be His Kame for ever, and that
shall be His memorial unto all gonerations.

A memorial is that which brings to
mind.The Lord's Supper is a memorial, but
the Lord's Name i3 a memorial too, that 1s
to say, the hame of God, the Kame of
Jehovah brings to our mind what He is. Ve
know HEim as Father, and that brings His
love to us. We know Him as 3on, andi that
brings the gift of God to our mind, and the
death t00, of God's Son in which we are
reoonciled unto Him. And the Spirit spesks
of God's Name, the Cne who was omnipresent
everywhere, the invisible God. God has
glven His Name as a memorial of Himself.



He does not chansge iiis Hame, And if we
are associated with the lame of the Lord
Jesus Qhrist for ten or fifty years, has
that Neme changsd?® Cilroumstances have
changed, the persons who assemble may have
changed, but the Name is unchangeable, and
that is what we want to get at.

And I would leave this desire for all
cf us, that we may really apprehend
because we havg been in the presence of
God, because we have bean in the presence
of His Son, bscause we have been ssaled by
God's Holy Spirit, we may apprehend Himself
in His unchangeablility.

The Church of God has suffered
irretrievable disaster. Thers it 1s in
hopeless ruin. And yo: may look upon it,
you can warder up and down on the rulns,
and listen to the hoot of the owl among the
ruins of the church, and your heart may
fail with fear and foreboding. We forget
the Name; the Name is true; it is just the
same a8 it was. The Lord Jesus Christ 8
spea3 to us now for the comfort of Hie
paople. And if two or three only come
together, trere is sufficient in that Name,
sufficient power to satisfy every deaire.
Because of the difficulties we forget what
is truse "My Name 1is set for a memorial unto
all genarations.” Outward things may pass
away, but what He has spoken, what He 1a
Himpelf, will never pass away.

lay God grant that we may have this
thing first of all in owr 1life as Koses did,
and then to go an in the power of that
knowledge.



