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FELLOWSHIP IN THE LIGHT.
(1 Jobn i. 5—ii. 2.)

TaE first great object of this epistle
is to produce fulness of joy through
occupation with the Kternal life
which was with the Father. This is
presented in the first four verses of
chapter one.

In order to this God brings believers
into the light. In this position He
maintains them by the precious blood
of Jesus Christ His Son, and there
they have fellowship together. A
second object in writing is “That ye
sin not.” Acts of sin hinder fellow-
ship. They do not alter the position,
for the blood does not lose its efficacy,
but they hinder fellowship. Hence
wo need and have by God’s grace a
provision for restoration to fellowship,

Let us cousider these two things,
that is, provision for maintenance in
the Christian position in the light,
which is found in the blood; and pro-
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visiou for restoration to fellowship if
we sin in advocaey and confession.

PART |.
PRrOVISION FOR MAINTENANCE.
THE BLOOD.

What a mercy it is to know that
tbe ever-speaking efficacy of the pre-
cious blood of Jesus Christ maintains
usin an otherwise impossible position,
where we may be continually in this
divine fellowship and be always full
of joy.

But fellowship in that which inte-
rests the Fatber and the Son here on
earthnecessarily demands relationship
as children with the Father. But fully
aware that some would take advan-
tage of this and say they had fellow-
ship with Him, while they were iu
fact complete strangers to it, the
apostle concentrates his mind for the
moment upon the nature of that
God who has revealed Himself as
Father, and at once delivers the mes-
sage he had received from Him, that,=
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Gop 1s LigHT.

Spite of what people may say or
claim, fellowship with sach a Being
can by no means be enjoyed, but in
perfect congistency with His nature.
“In Him is no darkness at all.” (v. 5).
Light can bear nothing but what 1is
itself, and light God is always.

Scripture speaks of two things
which set forth what God is, l.ight.
and Love; and these are nature, not
attribute. Both occar in this epistle
and here alone. It is what He is, not
some characteristic, as holiness or
grace. Here it is light, which is ap-
plied to those who profess to be in
tonch with Him. [I'his tests the real-
ity of the claim to fellowship with
Him. Light makes all things mani-
fest. If we have fellowship with Him,
we cannot walk in darkness.

Believers are said to be partakers
of His nature in this particular. “Ye
were sometimes darkness, but now are
ye light in the Lord.” (Eph.v.8)
They are never said to be love, which
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is sovereign and absolute, although
they are exhorted to love as He loved.
Conscions that Christianity is a
small nucleus of light surrounnded
immediately by a zone of thickest
darkness (ch. v. 19), the apostle
warns his children against those
that seduce them (ch. ii. 26). These
are in view in the frequently used
expression “If we say.” The fust
use of this (ver. 8), raises a question
not of state, but of position. It is
certainly not nsed to stumble a failing
believer, but to detect the pretensions
of a false professor, who will not hesi-
tate to say that of himself which is
proved to be a lie by the place in
which he walks. The appearance of
such within the pale of Christian pro-
fession is a proof that the devil is
trying to subvert Christianity. The
man supposed talks of fellowship, but
he lies and does not.practise the truth.
Over. against this is thrown the
magnificent position of the believer
to-day; it is where God is, and,~
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Gop 18 v THE LigHT.

Here it is not a question of what
God is, but where. God is always
light, but He'is not always said to be
n the light. True He ever dwelt in
the light, but this was unapproach-
able by mere man. Now He has come
out into the light; that is, He has
revealed Himself and is known.

It was said of old, “Jehovah hath
said He would dwell in thick dark-
ness, but I have built a house of habi-
tation for Thee.” (2 Chron. vi. 1, 2.)
Yet there God dwelt behind a curtain,
beyond which none save the High
Priest penetrated, and that but once a
year, and not without blood. There
He was unknown, hidden as far as
man was concerned, though ever He
IS light.

But, blessed be His name, God is
now in the light; He is fally revealed.
When did God come into the light ?
‘Where was He fully revealed to man?
It was at the moment of the passing
away of the thickest darkness that
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ever hovered over this earth. This
was at the cross from the sixth to the
ninth hour, and was symbolical of the
thicker spiritnal darkness that .en-
wrapped the souls of men, as also of
that more awful power of darkness
which overwhelmed, for the moment,
the sin Bearer. But, blessed be God,
its power was broken in that very act,
and the thick clond was rolled back
for ever. God has Now come out into
the light, and darkness has been dis-
sipated from the souls of those who by
grace are also brought into the light.

“The bhind of the morning,” is the
title of Psalm xxii. Here the two
divergent horns of the hind symbolize
the rays of the rising sun. So, from
the awful darkness which shut Christ
out from God when He hung on Cal-
vary’s cross the true light springs for
us. True, none understood this until
by the coming of the Spirit it was re-
vealed, but there God came out into
the light. In the cross He is fully
known. At that time “The veil of
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the temple was rent in twain, from
the top to the bottom.” Yet, alas!
even to-day, apart from the Spirit's
power acting upon the individnal soul,
it is still undiscerned. God is still to
such “The Unknown God.”

Everything is exposed in its true
character in the light of that act.
Everything gets its absolute value
there. God 18 known there in all the
majesty of Hisnatureand character:—
love, light, righteousness, and grace.
There, the devil, man, and the world
are known. There, sin, death, and
judgment. Nothing is truly known
till it is brought into the presence of
God, as seen in the light of the cross.
Here, God is known! Here, the value
of tke blood! Hence we have the po-
sition of the believer’s walk,—

IN tE LicaT as HE 15 IN THE LIGHT.
It is not here a question of walking

according to the light, but in it; as
creatures of light rejoice in the sun-
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shine, while those who are of darkness
flee from it. The light too penetrates
the inmost being. * God who com-
manded the light to shine out of dark-
ness hath shined into our hearts.” (2
Cor. iv. 6.) So that it is not only the
normal position of a believer before
God, but the delight of his nature is
to walk in this wonderful and blessed
position. He is not a believer who is
not there. A position where nothing
is nnrevealed in God, nothing unde-
tected in us. We do not know our-
selves until we are brought thus into
the presence of God. '

To-day God is light as ever, but He
is also in the light. Believers, too, are
brought into the light. They are
delivered from the power of darkness
and translated into the kingdom of the
Son of His love. Turned thus from
darkness to light, they walk in the
sunshine. Tn this position one is per-
fectly aware that all that is in him is
known to God, even better than to
himself. There is therefore no cover-
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iog up apything here. He under-
stands in his measure both what God
is, as revealed in the cross; and what
he himself 18, as brought there into
the light. This, from various causes,
may not be fully realized, and hence
the resulting fellowship may be but
little understood and entered into.

Still in this position of light, where
all is out, with reference both to God

and to the believer,—~

We #ave Frrrowsuip ONE WITH
ANOTHER.

This is the blessed fellowship com-
mon to all Christians. This is the
place in which, in our measure, we
enjoy the divine blessings which God
has throngh Christ’s work, dispensed
to His people. Hence, too, we seek to
spread them, knowing they belong to
all believers, while the place of fellow-
ship in which they are alone en]oyed
is in the light.

In this fellowship all is unselfish.
He who gives most has most. There
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is that giveth and yet increaseth, is
troe in this connection in the highest
degree. Here, all rejoice at the acqui-
sition by each of that which is the
corimon portion of all In the light
there is no such thing as envy. Christ
gives not as the world, but brings all
His own into all that He Himself en--
joys as man.

Buat what will maintain such as we
are in this place of light and fellow-
ship? We in whom the very light
detects sin ? God is there and God is
light and God is in the light. We too
are there, in the light, and sin is in
us and the light detects sin. What
can hold two such opposite beings to-
gether in that place? We may well
ask this! Blessed be God, He can as
well answer it! Here is God’s an-
swer:—

Tae BLoop oF Jesus CHRIsT His Sox
CiEansETH Us FROM ALL SIN.

What! it may be said, Sin spoken
of there! Yes; because we are there.
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And nothing could maintain us in this
position in the light, but the continn-
ous, ever-speaking efficacy of the pre-
cious blood of Christ, which cleanseth
from all the sin the light discovers.
In this place of light, blessed be His
Name! that blood ever speaks. To
whom? To God! For whom? For
me! Thus argues faith. There can be
no imputation. It cleanseth. This is
characteristic. The blood' is God’s
provision for the maiolenance of be-
lievers in the light, spite of the sin
that is in them and which in honesty
they recognize. He dcceives himself
who owns it not.

It is the knowledge of this divine
and coutinnous efficacy of the blood of
Jesus Christ that keeps the believer
consciously suited to the light. With-
out 1t none could be in such a position,
and no heart could be kept at peace
in it but for the consciousness that
he is kept free from imputation of
guilt by that precious blood, which
bas spoken and which still speaks be-
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fore the throne of God. This haviog
judicially satisfied the throne of God
on acconnt of sin, how can there be
imputation 7 If God was not what
He is—Light—there would be no need
of the blood. If we were not what we
are the blood would not appear in all
its divine excellency. If the blood
could not maintain us in the light, of
what value would it be to us? God’s
estimate of the blood is sneh, that al-
thongh there is sin in us, yet there
we stand in the light. We cannot do
without the blood. But, marvellons
fact, God cannot do without the blood!
It is well when the value of the blood
is brought home to us. Fellow-be-
liever, do you know the value of the
BLOOD?

But it may be asked, If I sin, am I
not to have recomrse to the blood
again ? This troubles many, but it is
rest of heart to know that it is no
question of sprinkling the blood upon
the person here, but the efficacy of the
blood in God's sight, as atoning for
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all that person is. It answers to the
tlood upon the Mercy seat and is en-
tirely jndicial, being that which satis-
fies God, although the consciousness
of it, or otherwise, must affect the pre-
sent state of the believer.

The blood is the outcome of the
necessity of the nature of God. God
needed the blood in order that He may
give effect to the love of His heart
toward His own, and have those who
had been sinbers in His presence
cleansed, and in the enjoyment of this
fellowship upon earth. Eventually
upon the same basis, they will sur-
round Hig throne in heaven and praise
Him throughout eternity. All the
divine efficacy of that blood is brought
out in the light, where both God and
the believer are. God knows all its
infinite value, He alone. The believer
enters consciously into in in his mea-
sure, but it needs divine perfection to
fully appreciate divine perfection.

We have then in this judicial aspect
of the blood that which maintains he-
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lievers in the light, and in that blessed
place they enjoy fellowship together
in that which is of God upon the
earth. God be praised that He has
come out into the light! God be praised
for the efficacy of the blood which
maintaios us in the light! God be
praised for the fellowship possible
there! May the Lord give us to value
the fellowship more and more, while
we more and more enter into the effi-
cacy of that precions blood which
maintaing us in the light where the
fellowship is possible. The result, in
fulness of joy and praise to God, will
then increase more and more to His
glory, until it presently merges into
fulness of joy and praise to God in
heaven. ’
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PART I1.
ProvisION FOR RESTORATION.
ADVOCACY AND CONFESSION.

WEe come now to the second part, that
is, God’s provision for restoration to
fellowship if we sin. Note again that
the blood (v. 7), God’s provision for
maintenance in the light, is judicial.

There is a difference between the
judicial cleansing of the person and
the governmental forgiveness of a sin.
The first was accomplished by the
death of Christ, the blood the token of
it; the last is in the hands of the liv-
ing, ascended Christ, Advocate and
Intercessor. Remember then that
what we have to do with now is the
governmental forgiveness of a sin of
one already in the light, with a view
to restoration to fellowship.

This is introduced again by an ‘If
we gay” (v. 8). It comes from those
who occupy an opposing anti-christian
position. One who is in the light
could not say he has no sin; the light
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discovers the sin and uprightnessowns
it; those who say so deceive them-
selves and the truth is not in them.
The coutrast to this gives one part
of God’s provision forrestoration in the
event of a believer having sinned,~
Ir We Coxress Our Sins.

This is a necessity on our part in
order to forgiveness. A child of God
cannot carelessly assume that if he
commits sins he is forgiven. This
wonld be to put a premium npon sin
and to close up everything like fellow-
ship.

God in His governmental dealings
marks every sin. Will He who de-
manded satisfaction for sin when but
imputed to the Holy Jesus upon the
tree, pass it over carelessly in His
people ? Impossible! One may say,
Then I am out of the light at once.
Not so. The position is secured by
the blood, though you may have dark-
ness in your soul, but this is your
state.  What then must be done?
You must confess your sin. Nothing
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humbles the soul like this. 'When the
will is broken and the heart goes out
to God in confession of sin, in all the
details of it, it is humbled in the pre-
sence of God, and discovers in the
light more of itself and of grace.

In all dispevsations God’s principle
of confession has been the same. Be-
fore the law we have, “If any shall
say, I have sinned and perverted that
which was right, and it profited me
not, He will deliver his soul from go-
ing into the pit, and his life shall see
the light.” (Job xxxiii. 27, 28.) Un-
der law, “I acknowledged my sin unto
Thee, and mine iniquity have I not
hid. I said, I will confess my trans-
gression unto the Lord; and Thou
forgavest the iniquity of my sin.”
(Psalm xzxii. 5.) This is what
the godly pray for, and it is a good
thing to keep a short reckoning with
God.

As though God delighted in it, the
result of confession is 1mmed1ately
presented,~
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HE 1S FAITHFOL AND JUST TO FORGIVE
Us our Sixs.

His faitbfolness is to His word,
here and in other places, that pledges
forgiveness upon confession. He is
righteous in forgiving according to
that deep underlying basis of eternal,
divine righteousness supplied in the
cross. No divine attribute is forfeited
and the confessed sin is forgiven.

Then comes that dealing with the
soul which cleanses ns from all nn-
righteonsness. The Lord’s dealing
with Peter, when He probed him to
thedepths of his soul, as to the measure
of his love to Himself after his boast-
ing and subsequent denial of Him,
may show the application of this.
Lower and deeper was the probe
throst till Peter appealed in agony to
the Lord's omniscience, “Liord, Thon
art conscious of all things; Thou
koowest 1 have affection for Thee.”
This dealing includes all that is
necessary to bring the sonl to a con-
sciousness of its own worthlessness,
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and that the forgiveness so ready to
hand may be practically enjoyed by it.

Buat this is only a part of the pro-
vision God has made for restoration,
and a minor part too, which our side
of things must ever be. Who would
confess his sins noless God wrought
first upon the heart? The conscience
may be touched, but unless the affec-
tions desire that which is lost it may
soon become dull and blunted.

The second part of this provision
is introduced and brought out by
apother saying, of those who are not
in the light at all, “If we say that
we have not sinned, we make Him a
liar, and His word is not in us.”
(v. 10.) Believera do not say such
things; they do not make God a liar;
neither are such things said of them.

But the earnest desire of the apostle
for his children is,—

Taar YE Sixy Nor.

This is the second object in writing
the epistle, and is the standard for us
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from the time we become believers’
With the flesh in us so that we may
not say we have no sin, and habitnated
to acts of sin before conversion, how
important that this should be main-
tained ! Sin hinders fellowship. We
cannot indulge in sin and retain
fellowship in the light in things con-
nected with a holy God; this is imme-
diately lost. We can understand,
therefore, the solicitude of the apostle,
who loved this fellowship, that the
believer should not lose his privileges,
but retain that which produces fulness
of joy. It is bappy work for him,
then, to instruct him in the blessed
provision God Himself has made to
rid bim of the effects of sin and to
restore that which he had Jost.

Yet a believer may not at once be
conscious that he has sinned, for, alas!
we sin ignorantly at times; hence we
must have something that precedes
confession. And this, blegsed be God,
we have; for whether the sin is known
or not, there is One who knows it and



FELLOWSHIP IN THE LIGHT.

all its fatal consequences, One who
loves and watches over him with a
tenderness and desire far exceeding
any human affection, a solicitude for
its object passing the love of a mother.
He knows what subtle enemies there
are to contend with and how the soul
may go from bad to worse if left to
itself and uncared for.

Little may the soul itself know of
all this activity on its behalf, and at
times little may it care for it, until it
is convicted and turned. Then, with
Ephraim it says, “Surely after I was
turned, I repented; and after I knew
myself I smote upon my thigh. I was
ashamed, yea, even confounded.”
(Jer. xxxi. 19, N.T.) Now it is ready
to confess its sin.

In the full recognition of all this we
can understand the apostle’s solicitude
that they sin not. This is the right
and normal state, but conscions that
any man may be tripped up, having
sin in him, he goes on to assure them
that if any man sin,~
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WE BAVE AN ADVOCATE WITH THE
FArHER.

Oh! the joy of knowing this and all
the livinglove that connects itself with
us in this way. As God needed the
blood, because He would maintain us
in the light, so the Father needs and
provides an Advccate, that the rela-
tionship of children might never be
broken. Blessed be His name, it al-
ways exists! ‘The Advocate is with
the Father. His intercession is for
the children at the moment they sin.
Not when the confession is made,
as is 80 erroneously thought, but when
the sin 18 committed. Confession
would never be made unless that Ad-
vocate were there with the Father.
We are brought to confession throngh
His intercession with the Father, and
His dealing with our souls.

The word *“Advocate” is the same
as that used for “Comforter” in John
xiv. and xvi. It is “Paraclete,” that
is, one wko undertakes all our cause,
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There are then two Advocates, One on
high for us and One below within us.
There is perfect community of thonght
and desire concerning the belisver
between them. Their desire for him
is that he may be preserved in fellow-
ship in the light, with falness of joy.
Should he however sin, the Advocate
above intercedes for him; while the
Comforter below, the indwelling Holy
Spirit, is grieved and causes commu-
nion to cease. He who maintains a
sensitive conscience quickly detects
when any thing is wrong between
bhimself and the Father; search is at
once made to find out the caunse of it.
‘When it is discovered, confession
brings immediately the forgiveness
and cleansing ngeded for restoration.
The blood meanwhile always speakiog
before the throne, has maintained the
position with God in righteousness.
We have already noted that, al-
though the part of this provision con-
nected with our respousibility, that is,
the confession of sin, is presented first,
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what actnally transpires is, first the
advocacy, then the confession. The
intercession takes place at least at the
moment of sin, and is God’s provision,
not for the sin, but for restoration.
In Peter's case the Lord said, “Satan
hath desired to have youw, . . . but I
have prayed for thee that thy faith fail
not.” This was evidently before the
sin. In any case it is not later than
the act of sin. His blessed hands are
then uplifted on our behalf.

The name of Him who is thus our
Advocate with the Father is,—

Jesus Curist THE RIGHTEOTS.

His name shall be called “Jesus.”
This is as a man down here upon
earth. In the days of His flesh He
entered into all that which fits Him
to sympathize with His own. “He
learned obedience by the things that
He suffered.” Prayers and supplica-
tion,.deepening into strong crying and
tears, marked His pathway unto
death. Now out of it all He enters
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into all His people’s feelings and sym-
pathizes with them, though never
with sin.

But “God hath made this same
Jesns both Lord and Christ.”” Christ
is thus His official title as the exalted
Man, in the place of power. There
He intercedes for us, and thence He
belps us, even when involved in the
result of sin.

“He stays me falling, lifts me up when down,

Recl;ime’ me wandering, guards from every
oe.

Power is His, and while He repre-

sents us in the place of power, He

delights to keep us bright and happy

here, that we may praise Him.

Further, the gronud of His plea is
a righteons one. It is not that the
sin should be slurred over. God can
slur nothing over. On the other hand,
He can now upon a righteous basis
forgive anything iu this the day of His
grace. All God’s claims have been.
righteously met by the righteous Orne,
who is now our Advocate. The mercy-
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seat has become the throune of grace.
This is set forth by the further fact
as here stated,—

He 1s THE PROPITIATION FOR OUR SINS.

The guilt of every sin of those for
whom He pleads was borpe by Him-
self and settled in His own blood.
The word rendered *“propitiation”
here is propitiatory sacrifice. He
pleads for the oce who sins, baving
satisfied the righteous claims of God
on his behalf. The Holy Spirit hav-
ing fixed the sin upon the conscience,
leads to confession, when immediately
forgiveness is administered and the
soul restored to fellowship, commu-
nion, and joy.

Blessedly perfect is the provision
thus made for believers to-day, whe-
ther it be for their maintenance in the
light, or whether, should sin come in,
for restoration to fellowshkip and ful-
ness of joy. Perfectly consistent it is
also with God’s own nature and cha-
racter; and this spite of the fact that
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believers have sin in them, that they
have sinned and that they may sin.

This is what the godly desire. The
heart feels the slightest estrangement,
and to this end the Spirit stays testi-
mony to the glories of Christ, in the
event of sin. The soul then seeks by
confession to rid itself of the burden,
to hide itself in God, and again, as in
Psalm xxxii. 7, to be compassed about
with,—-

Sonags oF DELIVERANCE.

May we seek our joy here! No
relationship, no position, no fellowship,
no joy like it! Let us not seek enjoy-
ment in the world in that which denies
the Father and the Son. Let us not
run into that which is unrevealed and
unknown; Jewish ritualism and Gen-
tile philosophy, combined with
Christian expressions, is the ontcome
of the Gunosticism of former days and
ends in the Agnosticism of to-day.
Knowing, yet in divine matters know-
ing nothing.
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Arewe in the power of these truths?
Do we know what fulness of joy is P
Sarely there is too little of it on every
hand. It is, however, a possibility.
It is the way of eternal life, which
ever expresses its delight in the object
presented to it. On the other hand,
it is the delight of God to bring His
own, even in this world, into full
enjoyment of that object which occn-
pies His own heart. Nothing so high!
Nothing so blessed! Maintained in
this position and state, we can answer
the desire of the Father, who seeks
worshippers to worship Him in spirit
and truth; as also to the appeal of the
Spirit in Psalm xxxii. 11, “Be glad in
the Lord and rejoice, ye righteons,
and shout for joy, all ye that be up-
right in heart.”

G.1.5.
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