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THE HOUSE OF GOD, ITS NATURE, CON­
STRUCTION, USE, AND GI"ORY,

(1 TB!. Ill. 15.)

I 'VOULD,· beloved brethren, that each one here
might be conscious of the gravity of this subject,
namely the house of God. I would say first
a word on ,vhat it is.

\Vhen once God .had a redeemed people His
word is, "I will clwell in them and walk in
them." This you get in the end of Exodus xxix.,
"I will dwell among the children of Israel, and
be their God." As has often been said, He
did not dwell with Adaln in the garden of Eden.
The wonderful thing is, that when redemption
camo in, it was Inarked by this, as He says,
"I will dwell with them, and they shall be
my people." The luore you study the Old
Testament the more you will find ho,v great
a thing it was, and how Inuch God made of
it. Well, it is not a lesser thing no\v but a
greater. Of this I would speak fir~t. I am
not going to dilate on it, but Inerely to touch
the headings of this vast suqject, so that each
Dne Inay work it out before the Lord: and learn
"\vhat the Spirit is leading us to at this present
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time. I do not think anyone can ponder it­
without great satisfaction of heart.

I turn to Exodus xv. 12. As soon as YOU are-...

in rest of soul, as expressed in the first verse~·

"I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath
triumphed gloriously," then comes the second:
"The Lord is my strength and song;.. . . he
is my God, and I willlJ1"epctre hi1'n (f.,n habitation;
nlY father's God, and I will exalt him." I know~

there is a new reading, but the thought is, God
is to be exalted where I am in peace. Therefore
I can understand the language of David in
another day: {( I will not give sleep to­
mine eyes nor slumber to lnine eyelids until
I find out a lJlctce .fol" the Lord, an habi­
tation for the 'inighty God of Jacob." Be­
loved! are ,ve really sensible that God has
an habitation on the earth? As ,ye read in
Ephesians ii.: "In \vhom we are builded together
for an habitation of God through the Spirit.)'
But ,ye shall con1e to that passage further OIly

I only just allude to it no\v. I know that
the Spirit of God only can lead us up to it.
Thank God, it is His work. The work of
the Spirit is to Inake true i1~ me \vhat is true
fO?" me. All is true for lue, but all is not true
in me, and the great characteristic of the real
servant is that his heart is set on this ,vork
of the Spirit in the saints, as Paul says, "That
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we may present every man perfect in Christ
Jesus: \vhereunto I also labour, striving according
to his \vorking which worketh in me mightilj'."
That is the labour of the servant; and the
earnestness of the individual who enters into
it is expressed in lJ?'uyeT.

I need not d\vell nlore on this; when once
you get a divine idea by the Spirit of God,
He by the \Vord '\vil1 be always adding to it.
It will be getting fuller and fuller; if you are
occupied with it, God will open it out to you.

Well then, God has an habitation on the earth.
I turn now to see the order of it. First, what is
the qualification for being of it ? You 11lay say,
every baptised person is in the house; but I am
not speaking of man's building, but of Christ's
building, and of your apprehension of being
builded together for an habitation of God. There
are 111any in it \vho have not the apprehension of
what it is; I Inean the apprehension which one
acquires when really of t.his great structure. It
is a point of deep interest to us all.

I turn to a few verses in the New Testament.
First, It'latthe\v xvi. 18. One very simple rule in
scripture I \vill give for the sake of the younger
ones here; and it is well to keep it in mind.
When anything is nlentioned for the first tinle
in scripture its great characteristics are given.
For this reason I turn to the passage where
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the assembly is nlentioned for the first time.
This is not the first mention of the 'word" assem­
bly." We read of the" assembly" in the wilder­
ness, but here it is peculiar. It is " l\'ly aRsembly."
The Lord says, "I say also unto thee, That thou
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build MY

church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.)) Now, beloved friends, this is a new
structure on the earth, and after a different
order to anything that had been before. It
'vas not that God had not a house before. The
temple was His house, and our blessed Lord
cared for that house. When He found it Inade
:1 " b ouse of merchandise," He made a scourge of
~lnall cords and drove theln out of it. As it
is v;ritten, Cl The zeal of thine house hath eaten
me up." The glory had departed from it, and
yet the Lord calls it "!ly :Father's house."
With ,vhat adoring reverence the heart is moved
in looking at Him there in the midst of all the
fuin, all the defection, still refusing to allow
anything that ","'as inconsistent ,,"ith the H holi­
ness that becometh thy house for ever." His
disciples relnemberetl that it was ,vritten, U The
zeal of thine house hath eaten Ine up." Would
that ?-VC had this zeal!

Here, then (Matt. xvi.), we learn \vhat consti­
tutes each of us, a part of that divine structure.
I ,,,"QuId that the Spirit of Gael would conduct
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every soul here into it. If anyone has not
begun at the beginning it will be well for him. to
begin now. What was your apprehension when
you came into the assembly? How did' you
take your place there? I ask you earnestly.
I want to know how you know that you are
a part of that great structure. Here the Lord
accepts that He is rejected. He had been
educating His discIples for this great struc..
ture, and. when He had ended, He says, "WHO

A1\l I?" That is the first question when you
come into the assembly. To ,vhom are you
coming? You say, to the meeting; but are you
coming to the company where the Son of God
is, where .Christ is supreme? Then you are
truly built in. That is the great point; ·and that
is the education that the Lord had vouchsafed to
His disciples in the previous chapters. See from
chapter xiv. 10. The world rejected Him; He
walks on the water, He is above it all; and the
man of faith joins Hirn1 there. (Vers. 28, 29.)
In chapter xv. His grace is sufficient for you,
and in chapter xvi. I come to the building,
His assen1bly, where He is supreme. Now
let lue ask you with what sense do you
come to the assembly? Is it with the sense
that it is not merely to a meeting of saints,
but to where Chrrist is supreme? "To whom
coming, as unto a living stone, .... ye also as
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living stones are built up together a spiritual
house." You may say, Is not every Christian
a living stone ? Yes; but every Christian is
not built in-has not taken his place in happy
subjection to Christ's supremacy. That is the
point. He llas not learned what it is to be a
part of Christ's assembly-His building.

It is a great thing to apprehend the Lord's
\vords, "Thou art Peter "-a stone. It \vas not
that he \vas not a stone before, but he is now
a stone in its place. Yau are a stone in your
place \vhen you belie\"c in the supremacy of
Christ in the assembly. Then it is that you are
gathered together to His nanle.

I pass on no\v to the state connected \vith
owning tlJe supl~emacy of Christ. Turn to John
xx. 19. There we get the first opening out of
Christ's own circle on earth. The Lord is risen;
and He cornes to His fir:5t circle of interest; it is
on this earth; according \vith Psalnl xvi., " The
saints .... that are in the earth, in whom is all
my delight." He is no\v risen fronl the dead.
Mary lVlagdalene sets forth what I lnay call the
lUJart of the assembly. She has an ear to hear
and she receives frorn Him. But, further, He
comes into the tnidst of the asselnbly. (Ver. 19.)
I need not tell you that this is only a pattern.
Christ's circle of interest marked the opening of
the new day, the ne,v creation day. The old
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creation finished up with a man. Everything
failed in that man, and the whole creation was
lnade subject to vanity. Now the Lord is
risen from the dead, and has becolue the Head
of the new creation. It begins with a Man now;
it opens with the risen Lord. Every living stone
now dates from the assembly. One might say,
I date fron1 lUy own house or froID my country..
lVO; you date froln the assembly, because it is
the first circle of Christ's interest; He is Head
of the new creation, and the assembly is of Him.
It will come out eventually as the new J erusalenl.

We read, He comes into the 111idst of His
disciples, and says, "Peace be unto you." That is
the state you are to be in there-l?EAcE. I am
supposing an individual coming into the as..
sembly. He comes to the company where Christ is
supreme, and his own state through the work of
Christ is PEACE. There is not a disturbing
element between God and you. Christ has risen.
It is nothing that you have done, but what He
has done, and there is not a disturbing eleme.nt
no\v; He has made peace.

Now \vhat I want to set before you is-what is
Qur gain from the assembly, and 'Yhat an object
the assembly is to the Lord. First, as I have said,
you are in peace; a peace effected by Himself.
The disciples see Him there as the One who had
been dead, and they ,vere " glad ,vhen they saw
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the Lord." Now is fulfilled what you get in
John xiv. Would that I could convey to you
more fully the nature of this enclosure. The
disciples are apart froil1 the world, at the supper
table; the Lord is instructing them, preparin~

them to be missionaries. In chap. xv. they leave
the supper table and come out.

In Matthew xviii. 20 we read, "Where two
or three are gathered together to ITlY name
there anl I in the midst of them." I think
there is often great defect in looking at that
passage. There is not enough stress laid upon
the word narne-" my name." You cannot
bring in a second name: if you are i,n the name
of the Lord everything else is shut out. So here
(John xx.) "the doors were shut ,,~here the dis­
ciples were assembled for fear of the Jews."
That is the pattern of it. The religious element
is outside. Now they are in that enclosure, the
fulfilment, as I have said, of chap. xiv., where
they learn what He confers for the first time­
PEACE and LIFE. And from thence also they are
sent forth-" As my Father hath sent me even so
send I you." .

I turn now to 1 Corinthiays x. Perhaps nothing
has been a greater index of the state of souls
than the way the Lord's supper is received
in Christendom. Many of you here may have not
studied church history, but you have all heard of
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the sacrifice of the ~Iass. The Romanist would
tell you the "real presence" is in the bread and
win,e. They have some idea of the Lord's
presence. They say you partake of it in eating
the bread. They do not give you the wine, it is
what they call the unbloody sacrifice of the Mass.
Much is borrowed from Romanism. You may
say, None of us are Romanists. Yet there is ,not
one of 1:8 who has not been leavened with it. It
is very difficult to get leaven out, very easy to
get it in; and no 1nan can get it out; the Spirit
of God alone can. Well, What has the perversion
come to ? An Israelite feeding on the slain lamb,
was looking for salvation. I am not so bad as
that, one will say. Well, take care of the leaven.
There are pious lllell who call the Lord's supper
a means of grace, and even go so far as to haye
it the last thing before they expire. Everyone
here would say, I anl beyond that. Well, I go
on further. Do you see your sins of the past.
week gone in the remembrance of His death?
If that is your thought you do not understand
the Lord's supper. There is nothing about your
sins there. But it is better to present the right.
thing than to dwell upon the wrong. Now look
at 1 Corinthians x. 15. The apostle had been
speaking of the house all along up to this; he
~oes not touch on the body till verse 16. Then
in verse 21 he clwells on the Lord's table. It is
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the only time in scripture that it is mentioned.
The Lord's table, Inind you. Mark the distinc­
tion between that and IJead. He is Son over His
own house. The way you are at the Lord's
table is an index of your state. The Corinthians
had been giving themselves a loose rein. N O\V

the apostle says, cc The cup of blessing which \ve
bless, is it not the communion of the blood of
Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the
.communion of the body of Christ t' That is
identity witp Christ's death here. 'Yha is in
this identity? Beloved friends, See what a place
you are in, that of identity with Christ's death!
If His death had not relieved you, you ,vould
be chargeable with it. But having been relieved
thr.ough His death you are now identified \vith
it here. I know how people try to explain
it away, but it cannot be done, H The cup of
blessing which wc bless, is it not the cOlnmunion
cf the blood of Christ?" Y Oll are identified
here with His death. You are the other side
of Jordan (the figure of His death), and you
are walking on the heavenly side of it, all the
tin18 keeping your eyes on the stones that
lie in the bed of the river, not only on the stones
on the other side of the river; they are in renlem­
brance of His death.

The effect the supper has on me is, that my
heart If:i dra\vn out in the sense or His love in
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dying for rue; and the more it is, the more my
heart says, No other path would suit me on earth
but to be identified with His death. You do not
get properly the supper here. (1 Cor. x.) It is
the responsible side, but the apostle deduces from
it that you cannot have any other place here;
it is not that you ~1?/Lt8t not, but you cannot,
it is impossible. You cannot have the two, any
luore than you can be light and darkness; it is
impossible if you are light to be darkness. You
will find great help in· reading those chapters.
The apostle says in chapter xi., "You despise
the church of God." In all these chapters you
find he is opening out the church. I think I
have· no\v said enough as to it. I can look to
the Lord to nlake up for my lack, and to lead
your souls into this wonderful suqject---the
knowledge of the assenlbl:r. 'fhe Lord is able
to 111ake much of very little.

It is a great thing to apprehend your place in
the assenlbly. You are \vhere He is supreme.
You know w here you begin. You remelnber
Hinl here taking the lo\vest place on earth. You
are in identity \vith His death, and you shew
forth His death until He COlnes. The glory of
man is gone. What are you where your Lord
died ? You seek nothing here! Many a sorrow
saints have heaped to themselves by looking for
something on this earth where Christ died. You
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are rig-ht ,vhen you are truly shewing forth Hig.
death "till He come." There is nothing between
the two-His death and His coming-nothing to
intervene. Many a one speaks of His coming to
appease his conscience, 'vho has no idea of being
identified with His death. But there is no
fidelity of heart in looking for Him to come
unless you can say, "Where Thou diest"
will I die/' I am identified with His death~

therefore my heart looks for the only bright day
here, when He will come. You are not looking
for Him, if you are not in company with Him.

I have spoken so far about ourselves. I turn
now to the Lord in the assembly. (Heb. ii. 12.}
His delight is to be here with us. The Lord's,
treasure is not in heaven, it is on the earth. You
are in spirit \vith Him in heaven, and the n10re
you are ,vith Him, the more you will be occupied
with His interests here; it is the only consolationpo
and it is the greatest to every true heart in the
midst of all the dilapidation that ChrisfR treasure
is here. The missionary comes from Him to be
found here for Him. In Hebrews you do not
get anything about the Lord's supper. The great
object in that book is to detach you from the
earth, though you are still on the earth. The
one thing to establish to a Jew was, that all had
been accomplished; therefore in chapter i. 3­
your sins are purged. Chapter ii. 12 ,is a quota~
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tion from Psalm xxii. Twenty-one verses of that
Psalm describe Christ's death. From verse 22
He is in the midst singing praise. At the Lord's
table we are calling Him to mind, in His deat-h;
we remember Him who has done it alL If you are
not in the benefit of His death you cannot remem­
ber Him in it, and you cannot be in con1pany with
the Lord if there be any soil, any shade between
you and Him. In Christendolu there is a week's
preparation for the Lord's supper. To you the
word is: "Let a man prove hill1self, and so let
h o t Hrill ea .

Well. in Hebrews ii. 12 wc read: "I will,

declare thy name unto lUy brethren; in the
luidst of the church will I sing praise unto
thee." That is Psalm xxii. 22. Now you are in
the Lord's presence. "That do you expect? I
find it a very useful question to put to souls:
What do you expect in corning to the assembly?
Possibly you will say, I am going to Ineet the
Lord. That, so far, is a right answer; but do
you expect to enj oy His presence? I cannot
eonceive anything that ,vould more delight a
young believer (I need not say an old one) than
His; presence. Would you like to be in the
presence of your Saviour? I could understand
a true-hearted believer saying, I would go any
distance to meet Hinl! ~Iay you, beloved friends,
seek to enjoy His presence. I do not think that
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it is enough to have the right doctrine. It presses
nluch on Iny heart at the present moment that so
many know in letter the right \vay of meeting
and accept it, ,vithout seeking for the Lord there,
without enjoying the presence of the Lord.
How do you know that you are in His presence?
The answer is very simple. If JOU are in His pre­
sence nothing will occupy you but Himself;
everything else is excluded. I do not enter into
the immense gain from it, but I trust you are con­
scious of it. He says: "I will declare thy nanle
unto my brethren; in the lnidst of the church
will I sing praise unto thee." I think a great
many go to the meeting for breaking of bread
only. I do not believe that they are occupied
with the Lord, or they would kno\v that there is
something more. First, you are calling Him to
remembrance in His death. 'rhen you are
receiving from HilU. He is not only your High
Priest, greater than Aaron; you come in as the
consecrated company with Hiln, as Aaron '\vith his
sous; all come in in the one common fragrance.
'Ve have often a poetic idea of it, without the
divine reality. You n1~st be there first before
you can kno'v the effect of it.

In Hebrews you :find that the Lord from
hea \'"en, higher than the heavens, vouchsafes
His support to you in your infirnlities, so that
you are borne above theln, be it sorro,Y, affiic-
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tion, bereavement, or \vhatever it be, in order to
be in company ,vith Himself. There is nothing
said of comnlunion in Hebrews. There you are'
in company with Christ as High Priest, but
you are entitled to go to the very brightest spot,.
like the consecrated company, going into the holy
places. As ,ye sing.

" His presence is om" home,"

-there i£ not a cloud-

H In Him we stand a heavenly band,
Where He Himself is gone."

" Through him ,ve have access by one Spirit unto
the Father." (Eph. ii 18.)

In the holiest of all there is no cloud, no sense
of any moral discrepancy.

I have already referred to John xiv. The pre­
paration is in chapter xiii. There your feet are
~·ashed; there nlust not be a shade of distance.
Would to God we kne\v it better! I desire it
for lllyself, and for others, to be sensitive as to
the least shade to interrupt or hinder com-- ,
nlunion. If you are not conscious of the shade
YOU cannot be conscious of the removal of it. I
'"
believe the failure of every Christian originates
here-a shade or soil being allowed to remain.
You are not practically dead to sin. I an1 speak­
ing no\v of always bearing about in the body the
dying of Jesus. You must carry it out to the full
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measure of Christ's death, otherwise you nlake
your own death the measure of it, and you are
legaL It is accomplished for you, and the
Spirit's work is to make that true in you which
is true for you. Here is the beginning of
decline in every Christian; and as to 111yself I look
back and 8ee it has been so. One '8 feet ,vere not
washed. Peter was already cleared as to his con­
science; but in John xxi. the Lord \vashed
his feet. He was restored in heart. You
may walk with a good conscience and yet
you may not have unreserved intinlacy with
the Lord. Possibly you never had the intimacy.
Well, it is plain that you cannot enjoy the
Lord in the assembly without it# You must
have your feet washed that there ll1ay be
no hindrance to it. If one of Aaron's sons had a
blemish, though he could "eat the bread of his
God," he could "not go in unto the veil." (Lev.
xxi. 21-23.) Many a one is not readyfor the Lord's
presence. You lTIUst be as fit for the Lord's
presence as for heaven. Through Him we go in.
Thanlc God! through Him ,ve have access unto
the Father. And what then? He declares the
Father. (See John xvii.) He says, as it were, I
have relTIoved all on your side, I will declare now
to you God's side. " I have declared unto t~eln

thy name, and ,,,,ill declare it: that the love where­
with thou hast loved me may be in them, and I
. tl "In lenl.
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Now, in conclusion, I would say, How great
is His house where He makes known His
interests! I lnust add that the organisation
of the atJsembly is derived from the Head,
,vho is Son over God's house. 1 Corinthiana
xii. is the body in function. "As the body is
one, and hath many members and all the mem~

hers of that one body, being many, are one body:
so also is the Clt1&i3t." It is the only allusion in
Corinthians to the Inystery. " By one Spirit are
,ye all baptised into one body." I can understand
it, though I nlay not be able to convey it. If we
,vere all conscious that we are under the same
Head "Te should be fully under His direction. If
He directs me to givc out a hymn, I do it. It then
COlnes from the Head, and not from me. What
a beautiful organisation that would be! I am
not able to elaborate it as I desire; if I knew it
better I should be able; but I am sure that there
is not one in this room 'vho delights in the Lord
wl10 would not like to enjoy His presence and to
be impressed ,vith the effect of it. " They that
d,Yell in thy house shall be still praising thee."
"Elessed is the man whose strength is in thee;
w ha passing through the valley of Baca make it
a ,veIl." You come out from the house. of God
ilnpressed by His presence even if not a word
,vas said; you are beside yourself; and the
cfli'ct of His presence is that you are so in..
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terested in Christ's interests on earth that wllen
you come out you take a distinct course here.
If a man wants to know how he is to serve the
Lord, I say to him, Stick to the assembly. It
is there you will find out your mission. In the
circle of the Lord's interests you are near the
Lord, and surely He ,vill tell you what to do.
Knowing Him in your own room is not the
same thing as knowing Him in the assembly. In
the first, I know Him about my o~vn interests;
but thank God, in the assembly I know Him in
H is interests.

Have you read the songs of degrees? Have
you taken those steps experimentally? You
will have to do so in this day. The last step is,
you have arrived at the house. "Bless the Lord,
ye servants of "the Lord, that stand in the house
of the Lord." Out of all the confusion and dis­
location~ I haye arrived at the HOUSE.

Beloved friends! I need not add more. The
Lord grant that each one of us may be nlore
deeply interested in that spot where He is here
upon earth for His namesake!

.;



GOD'S HOUSE AND THE WAY IN.
(lIeb. x. 14-22; xii. 18-2-1.)

IN l~cference to what ,ve have just heard, I sup­
pose, beloved friends, ,ve know that the Old
Testament proclaimed that lnan could not go in,
that he could not come nigh, and the New Testa­
Inent declares that his place now, through the
blood-his only right place now, is in God's own
presence. He was shut out in the Old Testament.
When God came down to dwell, consequent on
Tedemption, He proclaimed by the veil being set
up that luan could not approach Him. The New
Testament, that is, the gospel, starts with the
veil rent; and it is rent in order that we should
fInd our place in God's presence; that we should
be at hOlue there in perfect rest. That I believe
is Christianity. It is Luke xv. The prodigal,
.away in the distance, is no\v brought right into
the circle of the father's presence and affection;
not half ,vay, but hon1e to the father's heart.
The Father's desire for the prodigal is that he
·should be at perfect rest in His own blessed
presence at hOlne. But I think ·we have to learn
step by step; and to be at rest there, we must
understand ,vllat the Holiest of all is; and we
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must see that in the cross God has nlaintained
His holiness. Although there is a new and
living way, and God's desire is that ,ye should be,
in spirit, now at honle and at peace in His o,vn
blessed presence, Jet that \vhich is due to God
must be maintained. That "re sec has been done
in the cross.

We get a great deal of instruction as to the
" Holiest of all" in Leviticus xvi., in the direc­
tions as to the ,vay Aaron is to go in, once a
year, on the day of atonell1Cnt, "not ,vithout
blood." The blood is that ,vhich relllQVeS Ironl
God's presence everything that is inconsistent
with His holiness. Although it is not brought
out in the Old Testament, not on]y are our sins
Temoved, bub \ve ourselves are rC1TIoved too..
Aaron goes in ,vith blood, ,,"hieh declares that
everything inconsistent with God's holiness­
must be kept outside; but he also goes in ,vith
incense. The cloud of incense covers the lnercy
seat.. He ,yho sits on it has before His eye no,y,
not Aaron, but Christ. Tho incense is Christ
(Ex. xxx.); and Aaron, ,vho thus represents the
,vhole con1pany once a year, is before God on the
ground of the blood and the incense. I\Tat only
are our sins gone, but we ourselves are gone,
hidden, as we get in the type. I anl not refusing
Aaron being in another aspect a type of Christ; I
anl speaking of the ,,'ay into the holiest and \yhat
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,vas necessary to enter in. Nat only tnust our
sins be removed, but what we are in ourselves
lllust go. Hebrews ix. says: "The way into the
holiest was not yet made 111anifest." There was
no ,vay in. God must ,York frolll His own side,
and rernove everything inconsistent with His
own eye-that is' the cross. If we saw what has
been effected in the cross ,ve should be more at
l'est in His presence. God sees us exactly what
He has lnade us in Ohrist ; therefore He often
has to speak to us of our inconsistencies. Not
only are our sins gone, but'lH,ctn-man himself
has no standing before God, as seen in. the veil ;
he is excluded. Everything is done in the cro!s
that ,ve may find our rest in God's blessed
presence. The 1l10111ent Christ died, the moment
it was settled, " the veil ,vas rent from the top to
the bottonl." There was nothing now to keep man
out of God's presence. We want to know more
of the Holiest of all. The Father's house is our
home, but ho\v much do \ve enjoy it ? We are
there through God's grace, brought in by the
work of Christ. Now the question is, do W~

live daily in the enjoyment of this new place
There must be consistency of life with the truth
for enjoyment.

Does anything crop up of the old condition?
Is it allowed? If so, do you understand what
the Holiest of all is-that God had to remove
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once for all ever~rthing obnoxious to Himself, and
that that has been done? It will never be done·
if it has not been done: "By one offering he hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified.H

We could not be in God's presence happy, as·
long as we think what if; obnoxious to Him is not
dealt with. But it is removed. If I see \vhat
the cross of Christ has effected, I see it has re­
moved everything inconsistent ,vith His holiness,
and I am there in His blessed presence at home ;.
I have no qu~stion, because I sce lrhat HE has
done. I am not so relieved any\vhere else. We
know ho\v self crops up again and again, and
spoils everything; it spoils the feeding upon
what is above. You kno\v Colossians says: "If
ye then be risen with Christ, set your affections
on things above." \Vhat are the things above?
Let us ask each other, and th en ,,ye soon find
out how little ,ve kno,v about them. "le are in
the place-the holiest of all, to he occupied wit11.
what is there, with things that are there. I
b~lieve they arc typified in chapter ix. in this.
book; it tells us ,vhat is inside: "The golden
censer, the ark of the covenant overlaid \vith
gold, the golden pot that had manna, and
Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the
covenant, and over it the cherubirns of glory.'"
(Vers. 4, 5.) All these things speak of Christ
they are the things that are inside, they all
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belong to Chri8t. The soul is occupied with
the excellencies of Christ. It is like the prodigal
in the father's house; all he has to do is to
enjoy the father unfolding his affection. He is
there according to the father's heart; he is clothed
,vith the best robe, the shoes, and the ring, seated
at the table, and- the father's heart is delighting
in him. If any question is raised, the father
says, it This my son." I believe that these
unfoldings of the father's heart reveal to us
something of the things above; the soul is
occupied '\vith the new scene, the ne\v sphere,
and I am learning of the Father something of His
heart, and purposes for Ohrist; I have got outof the
old condition "rhere I would fain feed upon the
husks. Where are ,You now? Brought right in,
and feeding on the fatted. calf. Christianity is-I
::tln btrought in, not I am going in, or going
to hea'ven, but I am bJ'ou{jht tin from the far
distance~ where I ,vas feeding among the swine,
rjght into the Father's own presence, to enjoy that
presence throughout eternity. "We have bold­
ness" as it says here. There are two places
w here the Spirit speaks of us as going in.
One is, into the Father's house (Luke xv.); the
other is into the Holiest. Do you think the
prodigal could be happy to go in, or when he
was in, if he thought of himself or his character?
It would mar his enjoyment. But God has
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made us to come in by the rent veil, and has
made us in Christ all He would have us to be,
in order that we lllay be there in perfect re~t

and perfect peace.
In reference to John xx. it strikes me how it

came out there. The Lord says, "Peace be unto
you," I have done everything. To you it is
peace. God's holiness has removed everything
obnoxious, and we have boldness to go in ; that is
our place; and what we want, beloved, in these
days, I believe, is to understand the meaning of
the Holiest of all. I could never be in God's
presence at the expense of God's holiness; I
should be always thinking, "Ah! there must
come a tremendous opening of my eyes, an awful
something to be settled one day." I could not be
at peace. But God wants us now to be happy in
the enjoyment of His own blessed presence, as \ve
shall be throughout eternity. He wants us to
have that norw. On what ground? Simply 011

the ground of what the cross has effected. "Re­
joice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice."
We want to know something of that while going
through this wilderness, where trials come, and
difficulties arise, and depressions burden the spirit.
We want to know our portion. May the Lord
teach each of us the fulness of it. When He
came down to have a house here, He said to man,
" Y DU cannot come into my presence;" but now
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(chap. Hi.) the Spirit says" Whose house are we.'"
So in this chapter x. If God has a house sanctified
by His blessed presence it must be fit for Hinl.
God has not laid aside His holiness because of our
unholiness; He has brought us in, in consistency
,vith His own heart, that \ve may never have
another question; or anxiety, or luisgiving.

I believe a great test for us would be-Where
are our affections? If you want to see a soul
that has entered in, \vhat is he doing? He is
setting his affections on things above. All is
closed on this side, all is open on the other side.
The soul ,vho has entered in says, " Christ is all."
That is the holy place; there is nothing but the
gold inside. YDU have come to a unique spot;
that is why I read these verses (chap. xii. 18-24)
where there is nothing but Christ's interests.
You have not come to where God exacts, but
where He gives; ,vhere He commands His bless­
ing. Look around and see to what place and
company you " have COlne " in this chap. xii. "I
have found David," He says, "a man after ~ine
Qwn heart." That is mount Zion, and from there
He delights His heart in communicating to us.
Christ has gone in with His own blood. The
Forerunner has entered in; 111y place is secured.
God \vants nle to enjoy it.

May the Lord teach us \vhatis the first neces­
sity of the house, namely, "The holiest of all;"
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that He has. not laid aside one particle of His
holiness; there is 'removal (by blood), and delight
(by incense); and He has satisfied His own
heatt in doing it, in order· that ,ye may be
eternally blest.

H. C. A.



WAKENED UP TO THE INTERESTS OF
CHRIS1'.

(Z:£CHARI.\H IY.)

IN the first chapter o~ this prophet, beloved
brethren, the Lord speaks thus _cc I am
returned to Jerusalem with Inercies, and my
house shall be built in it." It is a beautiful
word, and she,vs what Jerusalem ,vas in the
lnind of the Lord. (See also chapter ii. 10-12.)
In Haggai we see that they had lost the sense.of
the interests of the Lord; they ran, we read,
everyone to his o,vn house and did not think of
the house of the Lord that lay desolate; they did
not think of the interests of Christ (if we speak
in our own "ray), not of the interests of J ehovah
in their day; and you reuleulber in the days of
Ezra a.nd Nehelniah (it is very beautiful and
lnay we all take it to heart) they kept the feast
of tabernacles, but before they kept it there was
a good deal of sorrow occasioned by the reading
of the book of the law, which shewed them their
failure, and the ,vord to thenl Vt"BS "Go your
,vay, eat the fat, and drink the sweet .... This.
day is holy unto our Lord, neither be ye sorry,.
for the joy of the Lord is your strength." As I
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understand that passage, it ,vas that they hacl
-the deep sense of their own weakness and
brokenness and nothingness and failure, and
that made them weep; but if God had a delight
in a people, if it ,vas His joy to bring a people
back to build His house and to be interested in
His thoughts, He would still their sorro,\v with
the thought of this joy of His, and it should
be their strength. If our hearts while sensible
-of the failure and sorrow get hold in these meet­
ings of this sense of God's joy, that joy will be
,our strength. If He takes up a poor people, and
says, I want you to take hold of the joy of My
heart, that is a great thing for DU1' hearts.

Well, in the second chapter he says, ,: RUD,
.speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall
be inhabited as towns ,vithout ,valls for the
multitude of men and cattle therein: for I, saith
-the Lord, will be unto her a ,vall of fire round
.about, and will be the glory in the midst of her."

What this feeble remnant were building was a
:small thing; their enemies taunted them, saying
that if a fox ran up their \vall, it would be
broken down. (Neh. iv. 3.) It Iuay be a very
:small thing to look at, two or three gathered to
the Lord's name now; if I look at that side I
shall be occupied with the weakness, but if I look
.at His thoughts, His mind, and what will yet
.come out in the Nelv Jerusalenl (,ve have had it
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before us this lllorning), the t,vo or three gathered
to His nalue will be of very great interest to me.

In chapter iv. the angel she,vs him a candle~

stick, and the two olive trees by it, " I answered,
and spake.... What are these my lord?" The·
angel does not tell hinl, does not explain, but says,.
"This is the ,vord of the Lord, .... Not by
nlight, nor by po,ver, but by nlY spirit, saiththe'
Lord of hosts." He carries hitn at once away to<
this 1,vonderful fact that the Spirit of God, the­
Spirit of Jehovah ,vas at work, and what would
be accomplished ,vould not be bY,might, nor by
power; it ,vas not what the eye could see, but;
the Spirit of J ehovah would surely accomplish
all the interests of J ehovah. Is it less so in this.
day? Have 'VB faith that the Spirit of God is
do\vn here to care for the interests of Christ?
Is that the faith of our hearts? If we had not
the sense that the Spirit of Christ lvas dOlV"U here
to care for the interests of Christ, and to interest­
our hearts in them, I do not think the most power­
ful or eloquent discourse lvould luuch affect us.
But if the Lord lays upon the heart of even the
youngest here that the Spirit of Christ is dovrn
here to care for the < interests of Christ, I believe
it would be a ,vonderful lift to us.

Let us look for one Inonlent at chapter iii.
Perhaps that is ,vhat ,ve all like the most; it
touches us individually. Joshua stands before
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the angel of J ehovah as the representative of
Israel, and he \vas in filthy garments; that is
where Israel ,vas; utter defilement and failure.
I know it may be taken as the case of a sinner,
but it was really that everything connected with
Israel was defiled, the Lord's honour dragged in
the dust. No\v Joshua stands before the angel,
and it is very beautiful to see how the iniquity is
caused to pass fronl him, and as the representa­
tive of Israel he is clothed with a change of
raiment, and a fair nlitrc set upon his head,
everything beautiful. lVe can look above (what
has been brough t before us) and see how COIn­

pletely we are set in all the acceptance in which
Christ is; grace has set us before God in Hinl.
Have you and I the .thought, beloved friends,
that we are as clear from everything as Christ is?
We had the cloud of incense in the Holiest
brou~ht before us just no\v; that is really our
place. The high priest went into the Holiest ill
the cloud of incense, and that is our place, our
acceptance; not nlerely that the blood is carried
in; that is carried in /01' us. The priestly COln­
pany is inside 'luith Aaron, inside with the
incense; that is the place of the church, accepted
in the Beloved; that is ,vhere 'lue are, though not
\vhat we get here. That is our place, and ,ve
delight to think of it.

I go on now from \vhat, as I have said, satisfies
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us individually: and consequently n1akes it of
such interest to ourselves~thatI anl represented
before the Lord, and we can say accepted ther~.

In the cnd of chapter iii. the final result as
to Israel's interests is brought out, " In that day
.... shall ye call every man his neighbour under
the vine and under the fig-tree." So far it is our
place, our blessedness, our enjoyment, and it is
a blessed thing; but in chapter iv., "The angel
that talked ,vith me came again, and waked me,
as a man is ,vakened out of his sleep." That is
the point that ,ve all want. If I understand the
difference, it is this. In chapter iii. my interests
have been attended to, but in chapter iv. I sin
\v!tkened out of sleep to think of \vhat the Lord's
(inteTests are; and to my Inind that is a great
point. They had all been asleep as to the Lord's
interests. The Lord used Zechariah and Haggai
to waken up the people as to tIle Lord's interests.
Why had Satan dragged Jerusalem into all the
filth and iniquity portrayed by the filthy gar­
ments on Joshua? Because Jerusalem was in
God's purpose to be the vessel of His glory, and
Satan's present opposition to Joshua as he stood
before the angel was on that account. But the
,"rord was, (( The Lord rebuke thee, 0 Satan, even
the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem." Joshua
not only represented what had been plucked out
of the fire, but J chovah's choice for His own
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glory. The filthy garments ,vere taken &\vay,

and Zechariah says, "Let them set a fair ?nit'J'e

upon his head." It is. the same word as in
Isaiah lxii. 3 is spoken of Jerusalem, "a royal
d-iadem in the hand of thy God;" and no,v he if)
wakened up out of sleep; and I \vould ask,
beloved brethren, Are you and I \vakened up out
of sleep? What does he see, then? He sees a
candlestick all of gold ,vith the seven lamps and
the pipes. No doubt that ,,~as ,vhat Israel
should have been in their day, '\vhat they win
fully answer to in the coming day, and ,vhat the
church has been set up for in the present day,
to give light for God on the earth. We get here
the power of the Spirit as it ,viII be ,vhen Jeru­
salem fully ans,ver~ to the l1lind of God as a...
candlestick. 'The oil is supplied by the t"rn
olive trees, "the t,vo sons of oil" (margin), the
priesthood and royalty of Christ. The power of
the Spirit will be \vith Him 'vho is a Priest upon
His .throne. It refers to Israel in the coming
'lay, I am only using it now to eaU our attention
to a deeper thing, that ,ve nlay have, indeed, the
sense not only of ho,,, our interests have been
attended to, but that Christ has s0111ething very
dear to Him c1o,vn here, which is in His ovv-n ac­
ceptance up there, and ,vhich will COllle out as the
heavenly Jerusalenl in the future in glory and
and·beauty for Hinl. I feel that is a subject of



WAKENED UP TO THE INTERESTS OF CHRIST. 33

immense importance. We all like, as in chapter
iii., to think how blessed it is that the preciol1s
Saviour has settled everything for me, all is
clear, I am going to heaven;. but are we wakened
out of sleep to think-then I ought to be for
Him down here-and the church is set as the
vessel, ,the candlestick, what we had read to us,
the" pillar and ground of the truth"? There is
no other. "That has Christ got for Himself
do,vn here in this world? He has been cast
out, and has He nothing to care for Him? Can
you and I answer and say, Well, it is the church,
and if it is broken, and has failed, I want to be
wakened, out of sleep, I want to take it to heart ?
Spite of all the brokenness I do not believe there
ever "ras a moment when it was more dear to
the Lord to have t"ro or three gathered to His
nalue, the expression of His assembly. He
Jelights to come into the nlidst, to have a place
where He can say, " There I anl welcome, there
they \vant lue, there I can come to open out my
Father's nanle and all my interests." I do not
think there is anything more wonderful than
that there shoul~ be a place ,vhere He can come
and open out all that is of the Father. It was
brought before the saints forty years ago in the
first break up, and it is the g-reat thing for· the
present moment, that there should be a place,
two or three gathered to His name, where



34 TRUTH FOR' THE TIME.

Christ can COlue into the midst and sing praises.
I know, thank God, the gospel is preached, \vhat
will Inake a person sure, safe all the way froln
the ruins right up to the glory; but have \Ve

not been asleep to the sense of being gathered to
His name? I kno\v we have it in theory, but
have we the sense of what it is, that that is
,where Christ delights to con1e and open out aU
His interests, and the name of the Father?

I believe if \ve had the sense of the Lord's pre­
sence in the midst one great effect would be that
it would control us, we should have the sense lie
was there. All the ministry would be in His
hand; But there is another thing; I believe if
we '\vere consciously 'in His company He \vould
so lead us into worship that oar 1Iea.l"'ts ~~rauld

rise up to the Father. \Ve have often a great
deal in our meetings .of speaking to the Lord J estls,
but how little are we so in the conscious COH1­

pany of the Lord Jesus, everything settled as to
ourselves, that we are able to enter into H:is
thoughts, He leading us to the Father; open­
ing out the Father's name to our hearts, and
leading thelll up to Him in worship. I put it
before you. If I am able to realise His presence
and be in COlupany \vith His thoughts, I feel
how He carries me up to the Father. 'Ve \vaut
to have this peculiar sense-there is a place
where He delights to be. Can it be less now than
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in Zechariah's time-a Sing and rejoice: ... for,
10, I come, and I will d\vell in tIle midst of thee,
saith the Lord." (Chap_ ii. 10.) 'Vhat a wonder­
ful thing that there should be a place where the
Lord Jesus can COUle. I do not know how to
hnpress you \vith the luagnitude of the thing.
We Inay see the H t,vo or three" and say it looks
very feeble; that is O1J/r side; but what if He
comes into the Inidst and opens out these things
of the Father r It is imlnense !

It ~Nas all feebleness with the returned rem'­
nant, but the prophet is wakened out of sleep,
and sees all this wonderful organisation-the
olive trees and the lamps and so on... What
Israel should have been, what they will yet
be, ,vllat the cllurcll is set to be down here
as a witness. I do not mean to say you will
get the church in this chapter, but it is a
wonderful organisation when you think of it.
If we look around we see a broken-down
thing, weakness, and failure. We (the church)
have not H our counsellors as at the first, our
rulers as at the beginning ;" we see brokenness
~ven amongst ourselves, but the word of the
Lord still is, "not by Inight, nor by power, but
by Iny spirit, saith the Lord of hosts;" and
we look on and see the heavenly Jerusalem

I

coming do\vn. There it will all come out, but
I ask luyself, I ask you, Am I awakened out
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of sleep 1 Am I impressed with the sense of what
the interests of Christ are, and that the Spirit of
God is down here to take care of and carry
out those interests? " Not by might, nor by
power, but by my spirit." The Spirit of God can
do this for our hearts at this meeting. How soon
may we be with the Lord r But, beloved friends,
this little moment down here, while the interests
of Christ are here-are we wakened up to them?

I should just like to put these two things
before you) the coming of the Lord and the
presence of the Holy Ghost here on earth. Yon
get it in the parable of the virgins; they all
went out to meet the Bridegroonl; His coming
was their hope. But there was this also, that
the wise took oil in their vessels with their
lamps. The church had the hope of the Lord's
coming and the presence of the Holy Ghost..
The wise had the oil, but the foolish had DC}

sense of the presence of the Holy Ghost, though
they joined in the same profession with the wise.
They all slumbered and slept, they had forgotten
the fact of an absent Lord, that He was·coming·
back, and with that the presence of tIle Holy
Ghost was forgotten by the church also. They
ltll went to sleep, and both these facts were­
forgotten. But there came a moment of waking
out of sleep. To what? To their own bless­
ing? No; but to the BRIDEGROOM:. Not merely
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that lie was conling; but that He was the
BRIDEGROO~f. I do not doubt a great deal is
involved in that word Bridegroom-the whole
sense of the marriage day, and every bless­
ing for earth and heaven. It is not Iny
blessing Inerely, or that I shall go in to the
Inarriage, but there is a BRIDEGROOM.. I t should
not be read, "Behold, the Bridegroom conteth!"
But t, Behold the B11ide[j'room!" As I ponder
that word I anl struck with the magnitude of
what is in it; the ,vhole sense that Jerusalem
and the land of Israel will be blessed and called
Hephzibah (my delight is in her), and Beulah
(tuarried), all glory and blessing for heaven and
earth, the church in glory the Bride of the Lamb,
and the vessel. of the adU1inistration of heavenly
blessing to the earth. It would waken up all
these realities in our souls if the Spirit of God
gave us the sense of that ,vord-·the BRIDE­

GROO)!. There were these two blessed truths
for the slumbering virgins to be awakened
to. There \vas a coming Lord, and the
wise virgins went on \vith \vhat was at the·
beginning-the company of the Holy Ghost;
they had the sense of the Holy Ghost on earth;
and the result was, they were ready-ready to
go in with Hhn to the marriage. The Lord give
us this sense of the presence of the Holy Ghost,
known to us in a much fuller \vay than in the word
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~o Zechariah, "not by might, nor by power, but
by my spirit," because sent from a glorified Christ.

And do we speak of the difficulties? " Who
·art thou, 0 great mountain '? Before Zerubbabel
thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring
forth the headstone thereof with shontings,
crying, Grace) grace unto it!" Oh! what a.
wonderful thing it is "·;vhen ,ve have got the sense
of the God of all grace! May the youngest here
have the sense of "the Goel of all grace, who has
called us to his eternal glory by Christ Jesus."

Will not all that is to be for His glory be
accomplished? Most surely. Are you and r
wakened up out of sleep to see that there i8
something in which Christ is to be expressed fat
ever aud ever-the new J erllsalem, the vessel of
glory? It may be the day of small things,
but we need the sense in our souls that th(~

church is dear to Christ. If ~aints of old
had the sense of what Jerusaleln, even in its
desolations, was as the place that J ehovah had
chosen to dwell in, much more should. we desire,.
however feebly, to undel'stand \vhat the assembly
is as the house of God, where all the interests of
Christ are1 and where He has His place in the
midst of His own.

The Lord waken us up to this, so that we may
care for His interests and seek to be descriptiYb
of what is so near to His heart. T. H. R.



CONFIDENCE IN GOD.
(1 Kings viii. 18-28; Neh. ix. 4-8, 32-38.)

IN the first scripture read we have SoloDl0n's
prayer at the dedication of the temple, when
the glory of the kingdom was still untarnished·
The second scripture is the prayer of N ehemiah
under circumstances the exact contrast of the
former, circumstances of the deepest distress of
the people Vlhen all was lost to them but God.
The comparison bet,veen these two prayers is of
great interest, and first remark that Solomon
prays because he has the mind of God. (Vers. 25,
2[;.) He knolvs why ne prays ana wnat to pray
for: as on a former occasion (2 Sarn. vii.) David
prays in a similar way_ The Lord first com­
municates to him His mind and purposes (2 Sam.
vii. 17), and then David rehearses all this before
the Lord and turns it into prayer that the Lord
may establish His word to him. This is an
iluportant principle; for if I have from God
,,,,hat He is going to do, I can then assuredly
pray about it intelligently and confidently. And
so Solomon, knowing what God was going to do
to the house, prays.

The subsequent history of the house is given in
the following chapters with all its sorrow and



40 TRUTH FOR THE TIME.

bumiliation on account of the people's sin~.

They failed Iniserably, and judgment must begin
at the house of God. Amongst the first things
that go are the golden shields, the glory of the
place: and I suppose that as a principle it is the
best thing that always goes first. This history
goes on until in due time we find ourselves in
N ehemiah's day: and here we find thenl praying
this remarkable prayer of which I have read
a part. If we have sOlnething glorious in
Solomon's day, we have sometlling strikingly,

beautiful in Nehemiah's day. Look at the
distress in ,vhich the people are, but look at this
prayer at such a time. We could all pray with
Solomon in his day, but could ,ye find faith to
join with Nehemiah in this prayer? Look at
the opening verses (5, 6); there is nothing in
scripture more beautiful, more majestic, than the
style of this opening address here. Israel was
down at their lowest; they will put the Lord
their God at the very highest. A great crisis
needs a great Saviour, and they kno\v here who
He is whom they are addressing-the Shepherd
and Hope of Israel in the day of difficulty.

" And the Levites said, Stand up and bless the
Lord your God for ever and ever: and blessed be
thy glorious name, which is exalted above all
blessing and praise. Thou, even thou, art Lord
alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of
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heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all
things that are therein, the seas, and all that is
therein, and thou preservest them all; and the
host of heaven ,vorshippeth thee."

What of the feeble remnant now? They were
feeble enough surely, a contempt to their enemies,
a fox walking on the wall they built would throw
it do,vn, forsooth! But what of God, the cove­
nant God of His people, the Creator and Preserver
of the universe? They would talk of their own
,veakness and confess their sins, and their diE­
obedience and their provocations, and their
rebellions and their justly merited chatisements,
and their lo\v estate in consequence; but of Him
they had no words to speak of His glory and of
His bles~ing, and of His praise as regards Him­
~elf) and as regards them of His 111anifold mercies
and His long-suffering patience and kindness and
pity. The deeper do'\vn they ,vere the more they
rejoiced to exalt Hin1, and that in the true spirit..
of self.judgment and confession. They have God
before thelll in the reality of what He is, and
therefore they are before Hirn in the true
acknowledgment of what they are.

This prayer of the relnnant goes farther back
than that of Solomon. Solomon goes back to
Abrahanl the beginning of all things to a Jew.
Here they go back to God Himself. (Compare
Isa. Ixiii. 16.) Abraham's" God" is a higher
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title than" the God of Abraham," and this is the
source of all things, the resting-place of faith;
He abides the same ,vhen all else fa,iIs. "God is
our refuge and strength; a very present help in
trouble." (Ps. xlvi.) It is not uncommonly said
that "all is gone," "all has failed." Yes, in
ulan's hands, all has failed, deplorably failed;
more than many of us have any conception of,
perhaps, more than any of us has any right con­
ception of. But that is man's side of it: and we
must ever remelnber this-with God nothing
has failed and His word abides to-day as ever:
and faith clings to it as when first it was uttered.
lIe may deny us, and He will if we deny Him,
but He cannot deny Himself. (2 Tim. ii. 12, 13.)

Now DJ8.rk the way in ,vhich they go through
in detail the histors' of their own failures and
iniquities. There is no use trying to cloak that
which cannot be cloaked. They go through their
whole history, and they say, "Here we are this.
day." Nor ,vould the Spirit of God cover up to­
day what must COlue to light; when a soul comes
to God according to the truth of what He is, then
it can, it rriust go to the very bottom of what it
is itself. There is no use trying to go on with
God while covering up that which is contrary to
Him.

Paul says to Tilll0thy: "Take heed unto thy­
self," "Study to shew thyself approved unto
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God." He could not help others otherwise; and
aluidst all the ruin "the foundation of God
standeth sure having this seal, The Lord knoweth
thenl that are his. And, Let everyone that
nalneth the name of the Lord depart from
iniquity." (2 Tim. ii. 19.) .And while all has
failed with us, God's word abides the same as·
ever. And where there is faith to-day it rests
on His word and gathers to His name. If I am
gathered to His name, He cannot deny His name
nor His word either. If I am according to His.
vvord, then surely He will be so also. But my
business is to see that I am really gathered
to His name and holding fast His word. This is
the place of Philadelphia (Rev. iii.), the name of
Jesus and His word) and this alone withstands
the storln amid the wreck of all else besides.
The Lord keep us trusting Him to-day, as

Solonlon did in his day, and as they did in the
days of Nehelniah.

E. C.

+:>+-( ..



SOLOMON'S PRAYER.

ONE would count upon the forbearance of others
while seeking to offer a few suggestions, in con­
nection with what has already been said, respect­
ing Solomon's prayer. (1 Kings viii.)

How careful ,ve need be in approaching the
scriptures lest ,ve mistake our portion, and
merely get a head full of knowledge, instead
{)f a heart full of Christ.

" Search the scriptures .... they are they \vhich
testify of me." (John v. 39.) The Psalrnist also
says, "My meditation of hinl shall be 8weet.H

(Ps. civ. 34.)
After visiting a number of cottages, SOIne time

ago, in a small to\vn in H , the follo\ving
remark ,vas made to an aged woman as she
stood at her door\vay, waiting to receive a gospel
book. "The people in this place cannot do \vith
Jesus, it appears." To which she replied, " Well,
there's the difference, for I cannot do without
Him." This christian woman then went on to
say she had been speaking to some school­
boys, who appeared to be very happy because
they were going home for their holidays. Cl 1
asked them," said she, "what they would do
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when their holidays were up." " "\\re shall come
back," they replied. She then assured them
that she hoped to go home Boon, but not to
come back any more, but to "dwell in the house
of the Lord for ever." (Ps. xxiii. 6.)

It affords one joy to think of Solomon's prayer
in connection with the present position of our
Lord Jesus Christ, whose intercession is un­
ceasing, and whose advocacy extends to both the
\vorst and last of His people's sins.

We know how ready Satan always is to assail
the people of God, as was seen, for instance,
in the case of the apostle Peter. It was in view
of Satan's temptation and Peter's sin that Jesus
said to the latter, It I have prayed for thee.'"'
]fark the w~ord "have," not "~{)ill." The Lord's
prayer in behalf of Peter took the form of
advocacy, and was both provisional and pre­
vailing.

Solomon's prayer was similar in character to
the above. It was prophetic, as well as pro..
visional, and pitiful, as well as prevailing: pro­
pltet'ic, by foretelling the future history of Israel;
p'rovisional, by meeting then1 in their worst
condition; it was seen to be prevailing, by the
return of the remnant frolu their captivity in
Babylon; and pitiful, because it extended to
"the stranger." (,rer. 41.)

This last touch is a beautiful one as regards
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"the stranger." It shews Solomon's prayer was
of a gospel..like character, and therefore so calcu­
lated to give largeness of heart to the people of
God. In addition to which ,ve find its applica­
tion was to "wherein~oever"a person might he,
or " ,vhatsoever" disease he had, and even "the
mildew" which fell on the land as a sign of
God's displeasure, ,vas also taken into account
in this remarkable prayer. What a contrast we
have in the above with "the dew" which
descended so freely as a sign of His favour
towards Israel in Gideon's day. (Judges vi.
37, 38.)

There is a great deal of difference bet,veen
U high water mark" and" low ,vater mark" in the
history of God's earthly people Israel. \Ve shall
find both in the chapter \>e£o1"e us. The f01"Jncr
is marked by the following words: "The glory
of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord"
(chap. xi.); the latter is seen towards the end of
the prayer, \vhen the Lord \vould be (( angry \vith
thenl, and deliver them to the enemy, so that
they carry theln a,vay captives." (Ver. 46.)

The first part of .Solomon's prayer reu1inds
us of the early chapters of. the Acts of the
Apostles, ,vhen all the disciples were filled ,vith
the Holy Ghost, when Christians were united
in heart and effort in worshipping and serving
the Lord, and places were shaken in ans\ver to
prayer.
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"The high water mark" of the church's history
on earth 111ay be traced to Acts iv. 31-35, and
the sense of failure leads us to look back with
shame, and yet at the same tilne \vith lighter
hearts and brighter hopes than ever Israel had in
their best days.

It ,vas (C lo\v ,vater mark" ,vith the remnant
when they hung their harps on the willo\vs,
,vhen they found themselves in Babylon as a
consequence of their sins; and ,veakness and
defeat had taken the place of triulllph and praise,
w'hen they refused to sing in answer to the
request of their enemies for ,vant of power to do
so, and looking back to the bright past, they say,
.H Yea, ,ve wept 'vhen we remelllbered Zion."
(Ps. cxxxvii. 1~4.) "The ~Tillo,Ys" upon which
they hung their harps were en1blematical of
thell1selves, and are to son1C extent of God's
people no\v. The prophet Isaiah tells us of
a time \vhen the Lord would pour out His spirit
on their seed, and His blessing upon their off­
spring, and they should spring up as among
grass, as \villo'vs by the water courses. (Chap.
xliv. 3, 4.)

The ,veeping ,villow is both green and grace­
ful in its appearance. It bo,ys its branches and
o\vns its dependence on the streanlf) which flow
beside it for the beauty it possesses, "Blessed is
the man that trusteth in the Lord, and who8e
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hope the Loru is. For he shall be as a tree
planted by the ,vaters. and that spreadeth
out her roots by the river, and shall not see
when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green."
(Jer. xvii. 7, 8.)

cc The ebb tide" ,vas running in Habakkuk's
day, and he tells us \vhat he would do if he lived
to see "the low ,vater mark." Habakkuk was
like" a weeping ,villow," he mourned and was
comforted, he was brought low and lifted up,
not only above the trouble that distressed hilll,
but also above the blessing 'vhich he proved
he had regard for by what he did in chapter iii.,

I

in praying for a revival of the work of God.
The heart of the prophet is seen rising higher
and higher until he arrives at the source of all
good in God Hinlself, and then gives expres­
sion to his joy so as to encourage the hearts or
others to follo,v his faith and patience under
similar circumstances of trial in the following
language, " Yet I ,vill rejoice in the Lord, I will
joy in the God of D1Y salvation."

The foregoing ,vords contain a divine remedy
for the dire diseases \vhich are often prevalent
among the people of God" in the cloudy and darl\:
day." (Ezek. xxxiv. 12.)

" As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing," is both
the language and experience of one who, havil1g'
proved the value of the above himself, could
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recommend it with such confidence to the
Philippians, saying, "Rejoice in the Lord alway
and again I say, Rejoice.'" (Chap. iv. 4.)

As to whether we have quite come to "low
water mark" in the history of the church on
earth I must leave; but even if such be the case,
one thing is evid~nt, there will al,vays be enough
,vater in the river of His grace to keep us afloat
until Jesus comes; and if the channel ·we are
passing through is small, the skill of the Pilot is
as great. as ever, and the more we confide in Him
the nlore we shall know what it is to be blessed
\vith that peace which the sense of His presence
produces in the soul when all is in confusion
around.

"Te have often heard it said, "The history of
the people of God repeats itself," and therefore
\ve often find \vhat applies to one is also true of
another, as we shall still see as we go on ,vith our
8nqject. Solomon first prays for a trespassing
lJei'8on, and then for a trespassing people. (Vers
31 and 33.) The above Dlay be traced to the
church of God as well as the children of Israel.
But, " We }lave an advocate ,vith the Father,
Jesus Christ the .righteous." And ever welcome
are His gracious words to the hearts of His erring
people, as they hear Him say, (C I have prayed for
thee, that thy faith fail not." Had the people of
God nothing better than their own failures to
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dwell upon, or the history of the church to be
occupied ,vith, sighing must have taken the place
of singing long since. But dark clouds have
sometiInes silvery linings; and the word of God
records the fact that the nlore His people
degraded thelllSelves, the greater \vas HiR con1­
passion for theln. ...~s for instance, \vhen it was
said, "Hi", soul was grieved for the Inisery
of Israel." (Judg. x. 16.) Jeremiah tells the
same tale of grace, saying, "It is of the Lord's
mercies that ,ve are not consumed, because his
compassions fail not." (LaIn. iii. 22.) This ,vas
,,·ritten for our encouragement also, and ,vhen it
was" lo\v ,vater Inark" in their history, so as to
assure us that His grace ever rises higher than
His people's sins.

In conclusion, let us bear in lnind that 8010­
Inon's \vas a de'Jnnnding prayer, for neither a,

trespassing- person nor a trespassing people could
have the full benefit of it until they ceased their
tresp:tssing and confessed their sin. We she\\'
how light V{8 luake of sin by mourning 80 litth~

over it. 'Ye do not lay it to heart, and learn to
hate it by £orrning a true estimate of what it is
in the sight of God. But to confess it; and then
to repeat it i:) \yorse than all. Solomon's prayer
denlandeJ ,vhat ,vas uue to the holiness of God,
namely-that His people should both confess ancl
forsake their sin, ,vhilc returning to God" \vith
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all their heart and \vith (dl their soul." (Vers. 47,
48.) \Ve gather from ,vhat we have been con­
sidering together, that restoration of soul and
'colnmunion \vith God is brought about first by
Ineans of what the advocacy of Christ has done
fOl'O us, \vhen we have sinned; and secondly, by
,vhat the Holy Spirit produces in us, by leading
us to hUlnble ourselves befol"e God. And when
this is done, and confession is made, He leads us
into cOffilllunioll, and fills our hearts afresh with
thoughts of Christ and His changeless love, by
means of the \vard of God.

H. H.



THE MAN OF GOD'S RIGHT HAND~
PSAL1.1 LXXX.

I T is very evident, dear friends, that this Psalnl'
refers to Israel, therefore ,ye cannot apply it
strictly and properly to Christians. Ncverthe­
less we may learn great principles from this
scripture and blessed truths. "re can see the
lvays of God, and what God has in His o,vn
heart for His people, and that while everything
may ~o to ruin on the one hand, on the other,
God has His resource, and that never fails.
This is a great comfort to us in such a day us
this. The Psalm describes a day of ruin; of
which there could hardly be a nlore complete­
picture. The Spirit of God puts all these things
before the eye of God and pleads ,vith Hin) on
that account: "Why hast thou then broken
down her hedges, so that all they ,vhich pass by
the way do pluck her? The boar out of the
,vood doth waste it, and the ,vHd beast of the­
field doth devour it." That is the state of Israel.
He had cast out the heathen and planted this
vine in the beautiful land He had designed for­
them; but what a terrible condition they
were now in! Instead of their being the ,vitness
to Jehovah's faithfulness in blessing, the~r were­
an exhibition of His righteous judgment. " You
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-only have I kno\vn of all the families of the
earth, therefore I ,vill punish you for your
iniquities."

Still while all is as dark as can be on the side
of Inan's failure, faith knows where to turn for
light. 'Vc have been hearing to-day about look­
ing at' things from God'f) side. The question is,
What can God do? Has He no resource? Is
He surprised at the state of things that has come
in? :N0, not at all. We look at the ruin, and our
hearts are broken and ashamed, and God grant
lye may be Inore SO~ as we look at our part in it
all ! But there is no resource on man's side.
God, ho\vcver, is not taken by surprise;
He kne\v it all, and has His own resource. So
,ye get at the end of the Psalm His resource
brought in. God has a (, ~Ian of His right hand,"
and in connection ,vith Him everything is
secure.

I suppose lllost of us here know that God only
takes note of t\VO Inen in scripture-the first
nlan and .the Second. "The first man is of the
earth, earthy; the Second Man is out of heaven.H

It is a remarkable stateluent. Why the (( SeconcZ
Man t' Because until Christ) the first man alone
,vas under treatInent or on probation. It was
the proving of the first man, the fallen man.
Centuries elapsed after the fall, and all the time
the first luan ,vas occupying the scene. The con-
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sequence is that all the history is a long dreary
one of sin and failure; and as tinle goes on it gets
worse and worse. You may say, God came in and
acted in grace. Quite true; there ,vas a gleam of
light across the darkness no,v and then, but the
Second Man had· not as yet conle in at alL
There were faithful and blessed Inen of God,
and there were holy men of old 'vho spake as
they were moved by thB Holy Ghost. But it i:4
still the first man's history, and he is being put
through various tests and trials, ,vith the con­
stant result of ruin and failure; a result 'Nhich
makes us ashamed as we think of it, because it
tells us what our hearts are.

Let us run through the falniliar HUlllmal'y.

~ran was tried in innocence; he fell and becatne
a sinner, but he ,vas left ,,"ith a conscience. The
end of the trial of Inan under the advantage of
the possession of conscience ,vas the flood. ~Ian

was so vilely wicked that God set the ,vorld free
of such an incubus by an over\vhelrning judg­
ment, and began afresh. N oah 'vas set up to
exercise government, but he failed, not being
able to govern himself. Then by-and-by God
called a people out fronl among the nations and
gave them His law-the perfect rule of life both
Godward and lllanward. They broke it instantly
in the very first t\VO comman(hnents. He ga\Te
them priests. They offered strange fire, and
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died before the Lord. God gave them a king,
and there ,vas ruin immediately. Then after a
'vhile there is Solomon, this very nlan of ,vhonl
we have been hearing. He lllarries strange
wives, multiplies horses, and falls into idolatry;
his history is a grievous one. God sent prophets
pleading ,vith His people, "rising up early and
sendin~ them/' but they "YQuld not hear; and
" last of all he sent his Son," 'Vhat then ? We
kno'v the story ""ell; it is wonderfully humbling.
\Vhen the Son of man came into the ,vorld in
grace, the Son of the Father's bosonl, the sent
One of the lfather, the perfect expression of
God's heart, men took Him and nailed Him
bet\veen t\VO malefactors. We cannot conceive
anything more dreadful, but that is just the
expression of the heart of Ulan. "rell then at
the cross, the history of that man is closed. The
final judgment of course is to corne; the man of
sin is yet to be revealed; but t11e chapter,
so to speak, telling of the first Inan is closed.
There is not a bit of good in him; there is none
in us as children of Adam. It i3 a great thing
to be clear in our souls as to that, and so never
to look ,vithin ourselves for a single bit of good,
because it is not there.

"reH no\v what is God going to do? He
opens another chapter, ,vhich is never going to
lle blotted or marred by man's failure, because it
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is all about Christ. He is God's reserve. God
brings forth a ~Ian-how blessed to think of it­
a man after His own heart. Here is a llan
absolutely perfect in contrast to man utterJy sin­
ful. God bears witness to Him, "}Iy beloved
Son;" His delight and complacency rested upon a
Man on earth. What a blessed thing! After all
the ruin that man has brought in, our hearts
turn a,vay froin ourselves to look at tltcct l\lan
now on the Father's throne who is the object of
faith. He lived for the glory of God, did His
blessed will, manifested the Father's naUle to the
nien given Hill1 out of the world, and on the
cross finished the work God had given Hinl to do ;
and now as glorified, glorifies the Father. God
owesHjshighestglory to a lIan.. not the first man..
butthe 1\Iano£ His reserve. The Lord JesllsChrist
is the only Man who ever gave a motive to the
Father's heart: U Therefore cloth mv Father love..,

lue, because I lay down my life, that I might take
it again;" and that Man was the Son of H:is
bosom. The Person was ready in eternity, and
ever in the intimacy of a Son with the Jfather,
the Son of God, He who became a man, the ~fan

of God's counsels. I need not say that He never
was a 111311 as to fact till He became a luan, but
He was ever before God in purpose. And thns
when all was ruined as to the first luan, God is
not taken by surprise, but just brings out \vhat



THE )[AN OF GOD'S RIGHT HAND. 57

He had purposed all a,long, a l\Ian out of heaven,
and for heaven, and now actually in heaven-a
heavenly ~Ian. This is most blessed!

We kno\v where and who He is. He is the
" Man of God's right hand." That is referred to
here, "I..et thy hand be upon the man of
thy right hand, upon the Son of Hlau '\vhom thou
luadest strong for thyself." One delights to
think of IIinl in this way. The first thought in
connection \vith this ~{an of God's right hand is
that God has got something for Himself in Christ
as l\Jlan. We first think when converted of what
'we can get, and very naturally. When there i~

the consciousness o£ guilt and sin, and need, it
111Ust be nlet; we Inust begin from the side of
our o\vn need; but when the conscience is purged
by the work of Christ, the heart satisfied and at
rest in Hitnself, then our thoughts are expanded
and ,ye begin to find there is another '\vay of
looking at things altogether, and that is God's
side, \vhat He has found and gotten in Christ.
It is a ne\v vie\v altogether. That is what we
get here; a ~Ian lllade strong for God Himself.
It relnind~ one a little of that \vord of Abrahanl
to Isaac, "My son, God will provide hirnself a
lamb for a burnt offering." How blessed that
God has His portion, that which meets His heart,
His own delight in Christ. Is that not sweet to
think of? ~rhat the Lord Jesus Christ in His



58 TRUTH FOR THE Tl)IE.

death has met our need perfectly is all blessedly
true, but are ,vo not glad to think that God, ,,'ho
ha:s been so dishonoured by man, by our ruin and
failure, should have that which delights His,
heart, something for Himself in that~Ian of His
right hand?

Nothing can break down in His hand, blessed
be His name. j\nd what God is doing in con­
nection with that lnan of His right hand is, that
He is going to/have a heavenly people, a heavenly
company to share the glory of that -~Ian in the
place where He no\v is. But that is a very sur­
prising thing.

People often talk about hoping to go to
heaven when they die. But what right have
they to this, C\Tcn supposing they had never
sinned? Man, the first nlan, ,vas not made for
heaven, he was made for earth. "The first luan
is of the earth, earthy.» "The earth bath he
given to the children of Inen." But ,vhat about
the Second Man? He is out of hea~·en. He is.
a man of a different order altogether, a heavenly
Man. He could speak of Himself "as the Son
of man who is in heaven.'" He belongs to it ..
He has now gone back to heaven, having first of
all made atonelnentJ glorified God in it, borne
our sins, and put out of the way everything that
hindered our approach to God; as the corn of
wheat He abode alone, but dying J He bears much
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fruit-a people deriving from Hitn, of His order7

and to be associated ,vith Hinl in glory. We are
one ,vith IIim already. \Ve belong to Christ, to
the heavenly £anlily; and the Spirit of God is
COlne down to fill our hearts, and lead then1 up
there, that \vhile we are in this ,vorld we nlay

",

be as those '\Vh0 belong to heaven, ,vith one
object alone, the Lord Jesus Christ.

I t is a blessed thing to look at things in that
,yay, and see ,vhat God has got for Hirnsolf. If
all is ruin here, there is what ,vill never fail
connected ,vith this blessed ~Ian of His right
hand-the Son of Iuan whonl He has lnade
Htrong for Himself. If it is the earthly display
or glory, Christ will have the reins, and reign
gloriously. If the heavenly, He is the centre of
it all, " He will gather together in one all things
in Christ, both ,vhich are in heaven, and which
are on earth." All ,viII be to the glory of God
through Him.

Christianity then tells of the entire setting
aside of the fallen and ruined Inau, and the intro­
dtlction of a new Man-Christ. He is "every­
thing and in all " to faith.

The Lord give us to know more of this blessed,
heavenly Christ, for His name's sake!

D. I.J. H.

---~~---



THE PLi\INS Ot"' i\fO.AB.-THE L_-\ND.­

THE HEAVENI.JES.

Nu){. XXlI. 1-7; JOSB. v. 13-15; EPH. VI. 10~Hl.

I HAVE read the passage in N urnbers, beloved
friends, because it seems to present a very striking
picture of our present position. It was the last
march of Israel through the desert, and they \vere
on the very confines of the land of promise, just
about to cross the Jordan, and enter the pronlised
land; I will refer to that presently in anothet"
way. \Vhilst it is distinctly the ,vilderness, the
-desert, I think it does present a remarkable simi­
larity to our \vhereabouts at this present nlonlcnt.
Surely if we take in our bearings a little correctly,
,ve have reached very nearly the end of the desert
lHarch, and in that sense are ,ve not on the very
'Confines of our leaving, as to our bodies, the desert
for the place \vhere, shall I say, our hearts have
already gone before? But in the passage in
J"oshua the people are across the Jordan and in the
land of prolnise, and have to fight every inch of
the road, as ,ve say, to hold the ground that God
has set thern upon; so that I think if you put
both the passages together they pr('.sent a striking
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resemblance to our present position; in one aspect
at the very end of the wilderness journey, about
to be caught away to the Lord Himself who is
coming, that bright and blessed prospect, our only
to-morrow, and one blessed hope of our hearts.
On the other hand, in another sense we are there
already, and ,ve "have to maintain the deadliest
conflict to keep possession of the place God has
in His grace set us in. I think they luight both
go together in that way; not perhaps in the strict
interpretation of the scripture, but in the Inoral
character of it. The nature of the opposition
they met ,vith in N un1bers xxii. is exact1~.. the
nature of the opposition with which ,ve are con­
fronted at this present time: that is, it is distinctly
Satanic, though in the desert; for them it was
\vith Amalek, flesh and blood. If I understand
the contrast rightly in Ephesians vi. " 'Ve wrestle
not with flesh and blood," as Israel did in Canaan,
or, for that matter, in passing through the wilder­
ness. I understand the nature of the conflict,.
the opposition ,ve have to contend with is entirely
in contrast, both as to greatness of power and
deadly opposition; it is infinitely beyond that·
\vhich confronted Israel in the desert or in the
land. Now ~re ought to take this a' little to
11eart, that the monlent ,ve rise to the mind of
God for the tirnc, and that we accordingly seek
to l11aintain in faith the position that God in His
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infinite grace has set us in, the'te expect the lllost
.deadly opposition of the devil.

Not for a 1l10lnent ,vould I lessen the thought
of ho\v ,ye luay have contributed to our SOlTO\VS,

or of ho\v ,ve rnay have brought ourselves
through inconsistency of testimony into a strait
place. God forbid that any of us should be
,vithout the sense of responsibility as to ho\v far
,ye have contributed or may be contributing to
the difficulties and trials through ,vhich the
testimony has passed in these last days; but this
I do see clearly-the luore distinctly we approxi­
lnate in faith to the position in our souls, and the
Inore \ve seek to carry out and maintain ,vhat i~

the true calling of the church of God at this
ulOluent, the lnore deadly will be the opposition
of the devil. On the other hand, the lo\vel"
ground you take, and the more you COnfOl'lll to

this low position, and occupy it in a religious
pious ,vay, either as an individual or a company,
the devil ,viII let you alone; but seek to
occupy that position in faith and reality, seek to
luaintain it in faith, and seek to carry it out in
faith-not merely as truth, but seeking to carry
it out in the po\ver of the Spirit of God so a~-;

practically to maintain it; let this be the ground
taken, ho,vever feeble the occupation Inay be,
a.nd Satan, as it were, says, I ,viII fight and dis­
pute every part of that ground with you.
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I \vant no\v for a 1110lnent to contrast the
desert path \vith the heavenly position that
through grace is ours nov,,-. I know the attempt
is Illade, and largely made, to account for things
in a way in ,vhich my own soul does not account
for thenl at all. The real opposition is against
our heavenly position, as one \vith Christ in
heaven, our calling in heaven; that is where the
\vhole fury of the present battle rages; and the
object of the devil is to tarnish that, to cast some
slur on that. It is far better to sreak the word~

})lainly out.
T~ere may be side issues of various kinds, but

I think ,ve ought to be discerning and seeing
\vhere \ve are, so as to read bet\vcen the lines,
as it \vere, the tactics of the cleyil. If there is
the Inin(~ of God expressed w'ith regard to His
people at the present moment, that is the very
thing Satan 'Yill seek to set aside. You kno,v at
an earlier stage of their journey Israel had con­
flict; they \vere no sooner fed with the bread
ironl heaven, refreshed with the ,vater from the
snlitten rock, than they had to confront Amalek.
What ,vas the object of that conflict? I am
greatly struck with it. They had to be tested all
the way, but the whole point of their journey
,vas that they ,vere to be going 01L I f I under­
stand the character of the ,vilderness j Gurney, it
,vas a journey, a going on. Then observe when
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that was the mind of God and His purpose ,vith
respect to them) Amalek comes for\vard to inter­
rupt and hinder it. I believe Amalek is Satan.
It has been said Alnalek is the flesh, but I think
you ,vill find it is rather Satan ,vorking on the
flesh. The flesh never came properly to the front
for testing till Sinai; up to that the principle was
grace; at Sinai carne the testing of the law, so
that Amalek could not properly be the type of the
flesh. The object, I believe, of Amalck was to
hinder them gOl~ng on. The devil has not the
~nnallest objection to our settling dow"n lteTe,o he
does object to our settling do""n ·hi- he((x~en-he

\vill give you the largest possible scope to deny the
character of the desert journey. I see it all
through Numbers ho,,'" they ,vent on. It was a
temporary order of things, a passing on. Amalek
comes and says, as it were, I ,vill stop them.
J llst as was the case with Jacob; he denies his
pilgrimage, he goes and settles down here. ~Iay

the Lord keep His own from settling down here!
You have no doubt often noticed ho'v the vic­

tory ,vas obtained by the uplifted hands of
~loses, sustained by Aaron and Hur. True
dependence gained the victory in wilderness
conflict. Where there was true dependence,
being cast on God, there the victory was gained.
Thou~h Joshua took lllen and went out to fight,
the conflict really reluained 'Yith Moses' uplifted
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hands. The uplifted hands of our High Priest
on high never could grow weary; how blessed the
contrast!

I think you will see the difference when you
look at Joshua v., where the wilderness journey
is over, Jordan past, they are brought in, set
down in the land,. they had partaken of the old
corn of the land, kept the passover in the plains
of Jericho, they were circumcised, they ate the
Inanna for the last time, so that before ever there
was a battle fought they had everything. But
the moment they reach the collective power
which they had to confront-Jericho, there you
find the preparation for battle; that is what is so
interesting in Joshua v. He gets an intimation
{rolu God as to what the nature of the conflict is
to be: it is to be a deadly fight. There meets
him an arined man with a drawn sword in his
hand; as much as to say, this is to be an
encounter hand-ta-hand. I don't mean to say
there is not dependence; you :find that in
Ephesians vi. "praying always." That is the
atmosphere in which the sword is wielded. But
the principle of the thing is now a hand-ta-hand
fight to maintain the groLtnd God had set them
upon. Satan's great object would be to dislodge
them from this ground, hindering them from set­
tling down, from being at home in ,vhat Ged
had given them; just as he would promote their
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being at home in the wilderness; Satan will pro­
mote your settling down here, and prevent your
settling in heavenly places up there. That is the
nature of it, if by any means, no matter how
diversified the character of his opposition may
be, and apparently different, his object will be
gained if he diverts us from God's thought for us
at the moment.

There is the armed man, and then the intelli­
gence of the servant comes out at the same time.
Re challenges him, and ~ays-I know this is a
sort of warfare in which there can be no neutral...
ity; I see the character of the warfare, the nature
of the fight, but I see also the intelligence of
God's servant in understanding and entering into
what the nature of the conflict ,vas. It is either
for or against; and is it not the case now? The
man who seeks a "via media" must go to the
wall, as is said. It is either for or against.
That is the peculiar nature of the conflict at the
present mOluent-for the truth and the testimony
of God, or else it is against it. Many a man tries
to persuade himself that he won't be either for or
against, that he can be for both, but it is impos~

sible; you cannot help yourself; it is of that
peculiar nature that there is no neutrality. The
leader of God's people says: U Art thou for us or
for our adversaries 1" recognising that there was
no middle way. Oh! may God give us the divine
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intelligence of Joshua about this! I believe that
is greatly wanting at the present moment, seeing
the issues that are at stake, and knowing the
character of the vlarfare, seeing it is impossible
to take a middle ground between being for God
or against Him. You must be for God and fight
His battles or against Him. I have no doubt
many would say I am not g'oing to be against
Hirn, but the nature of the conflict is defined here
by the Lord Himself as that.

It lnust have been an immense snrprise to
Joshua and at the same time an immense com­
fort to hear the answer to his question; and
I believe also it is a comfort for us. Art thou
for us or for our adversaries? Oh, no; he says
quite a different thing: "As captain of the
host of the Lord am I now come." You are not
going to enter into this conflict without a
leader. " As captain of the host of the Lord am
I now come." Oh, beloved friends, what an
imlnense comfort to know that before we enter
into the deadly fight, or cope with the dire
nature of the opposition of the unrelenting
foe, we are met by the One who places Him­
self at the head of His believing people and
leads them on to victory, even the risen Lord
Himself. I am come as leader, He says: I
am Captain; I am Head. We talk of leaders:
there is only One! He comes to lead. How
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much depends upon the character and strength
and prowess and power of the leader. Thank
God! Here is all the cheer and all the comfort;
there can be no failure in that direction; if there
is only earnestness of heart with His people to
follow His lead, to recognise He is there with a
drawn sword in His hand as Captain of the
Lord's host, victory is secure. "And JDshua
fell on his face to the earth." There you
have the divine intelligence again, recognising
who the mysterious Person is, the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself. "What saith my lord unto
his servant? And the captain of the Lord's
host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from
off thy foot, for the place whereon thou standest
is holy. And Joshua did so."

Now let me revert for a moment to the oppo­
sition of Balaam. I confess I feel very strongly
about this opposition, but I do not know that I
am able to enter into it as much as I wish. I
think I see in it one of the most awful pictures
of the character and kind of opposition that we
have to encounter at the present moment. How
well it is said as to Balaam, that at the end of ~

dispensation based on any knowledge whatever
of God, when faith is lost and profession re­
tained, this obtains a renown of which nlen
glory, as now of the name of Christianity. Satan
uses it. It is J;lot a little remarkable that the
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meaning of Balaam is, swallowing up people.
The amount of religion, of piety, of cant that
there \vas about that man was perfectly appall­
ing ! He was one of the wickedest of men.
What strikes one so much in him is the way
he seeks to retain the place of a prophet, all the
character and prestige of a prophet; and he
would fain persuade thenl he was really in con­
nection ,vit.h God, that he was going to get the
mind of God, whereas the whole thing moving in
his mind was of another kind, and not at all in
connection with God. Oh! is it not solemn
t9 see that thus under the direct instigation
of Satan there can be a combination of the
most trenlendous wickedness and the utmost
parade of external piety? It is dreadful to
listen to the expressions of piety that come
from the lips of a man sunk down in the
deadlie~t opposition to God and His people.
He would have cursed them with all his heart
if he could; it was only the power of God restrained
the man. I think we need to take this to heart
God forbid that the evil of the moment should
be exaggerated in any way, but with the word of
God in our hands we ought to be separated from
what is going on at this moment; we ought to be
prepared for the wiles and deceits, and what is
called the "methodism," of the devil; the awful
nlalignity of his will to set aside and defeat the
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purposes of God. In BaIaam the greatest oppo­
sition to the truth of God is covered over with
the expression of external piety that possibly
deceives many of the people of God. That is
what makes Balaam such a wretched character.
Quite true, it was not as yet in the land, but
it was the very last stage of the desert journey;
they were just on the eve of stepping across 'the
river of death into the glorious land beyond.
Moab is in the place of the power of the world.
A solemn word is said of ~loab in Jeremiah
xlviii. 11: "Moab hath been at ease from his
youth, and he hath settled on his lees, and hath
not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither
hath he gone into captivity; therefore his taste
remained in him, and his scent is not changed.H

The power of the world and all that belongs
to the world is connected with Moab, and Moab
is anxious to crush Israel because of their fear;
and Balak, the king, says: There is a man who
is a true prophet, yet who (awful to think of)
can be hired; that is the man for me. And
so Satan says: the man with the greatest amount
of external piety, and of a show of religion> that
is the man for me. If he was a man who was
above board, who threw off everything of the
kind, that would not succeed; but this religious
man, this prophet, will just do for me. There­
fore Balaam becomes the most terrible order or
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opposition to the people of God, just on the eve
of their passing out of the desert into the land of.
promIse.

Now observe, that while Balaam throws up and
casts off all connection with the people of God, yet
he claims to keep up with God. It would not suit
his purpose to throw overboard all connection
with God. But you cannot have the one without
the other. If you have connection with God it is
shewn by suffering with His people. What a
terrible wile of the devil which proposes to
stick to God and curse His people. That is
the principle of it. I am speaking now of
that which is presented in the opposition of
Balaam.

Another thing) they were at the end of the
journey. So are we, and we have to meet
the fearful imitations that are abroad on every
hand, and are most productive in effect. It is
Satan's opposition to the truth at this present
moment, and nothing is so difficult to meet. I
see Jannes and Jambres reproduced in a greater
way in Balaam, because there was a great pro­
fession of going to God and getting His minda
It makes one tremble to think of it, this man
who seems to refer to God about every­
thing!

Just one other point. It is in truth a
great comfort to turn from this terrible
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picture. As I said before, we are at the
end of the journey, and I believe in my
soul that we are just on the verge of going out
of the wilderness. I t is very blessed to see in
these chapters in Numbers that it was no ques­
tion of Israel and Balaam but of God and Balaam !
That ought to be' a great comfort to us. God
and Balaam-God steps in and answers for His
people, according to His own purposes. That is
what is so blessed; He anS'Ners for His people,
not according to their thoughts} but according to
His own purposes and the thoughts of His own
heart, and the accomplishment of those purposes
in the grace of His own heart, the full accom­
plishment of all His counsels. We have often
read it. He brought thenl out fronl Egypt, He
provided for them; He did it all, and the '\\1'hole
history, as ¥le have often heard, is a picture of
the full and final blessing of God's people in the
day that is cOIning. The whole thing is God
from beginning to end. \Ve have God in the
£ulness of His grace and Balaam. He puts Him­
self between that man who had all the garb of
piety on, and the people He had blessed. If God
took those people up for purposes of His own,
He will bring t,henl in, He ,vill do it, He will
have Israel blessed and beautified, and to be
for His praise in the day that is coming.

I merely bring- these points before you because
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we ought to remember what the opposition is.
I see the failure and shortcomings, and God
forbid one should lessen the sense in our souls of
that. But I believe that in proportion to the
truth of God bBing held in our souls, and the
desire to give it its true place and weight, there
is the most terrible hatred and opposition of the
devil, and of such a nature as vou will not find..
elsewhere.

May God in His infinite grace give us to know
who is leading, who is the Leader, viho is come
as Captain of the host of the Lord. The Lord
give our hearts to know it better) for His blessed
nan1e's sake.

w. T. T.



HEAVENLY LIFE.
(John xii. 24-26; xx. 17; xiii. 8; xvi. 12-14;

xiv. 1-3.)

"THAT has been brought before us already is that
the whole object of Satan's opposition is to pre­
vent us from entering into and enjoying the
calling of God-that which is our true place and
portion by the grace of God in connection with
His blessed Son. I am quite sure that anyone
,,~ho has sought to enter upon and enjoy in any
little measure this heavenly association with
Christ, who is not content ,vith merely accepting
it as a doctrine, must be conscious of the per­
sistent opposition of Satan which meets us on
every hand. But what I have before me in these
scriptures is to present the other side. The great
object of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of the present
ministry of the Holy Ghost, is to lead our hearts
into the enjoyment of association with Him in
that place where He is. I believe this, too, is in­
timately connected ,vith our service and with
waiting for the Lord. The more we have the
sense that ,,"e are one with Him where He is in
heavenly glory outside this ,vorld, the more ,ye
shall realise that we are only down here to serve
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Him-our only business down here is to follow
and to serve Hiln. We don't belong to this place,.
our life is hid ,vith Ohrist in God; we are here
only to serve, and the more we are in company
with Hinl, and have the sense that we belong to­
Him where He is, the more truly we shall be
waiting for Him.· The Inore lve know what it is
by faith and in spirit to be with Him there, the­
more we shall realise how apart we are from
everything here and long to be with Him. I
believe why ,ve so little "\vait for Him is that we
have known so little of present association with
Him whe~e He is. The object of the truth is to'
connect us by the present power ef the Spirit of
God with the Lord Jesus where He is, and to lead
us into present actual association with Him there­
where He is.

Turn to John xii. 24, "Verily, verily, I say
unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it,
bringeth forth Dluch fruit." If we think of the
Lord's death-What was in His mind when He
lajd down His life for us? What was His·
object? If each gave an answer to these ques­
tions we might get n1any different replies. With
many it would be limited to the thought of
securing pardon for their sins, or in some
way meeting their need as sinners, securing their
salvation from eternal wrath; and no doubt all



16 TRUTH FOR THE TIME.

this was included, but that was not the chief
-object of the Lord Jesus in laying down His life.
.lust before He had been acknowledged as
Son of David and Son of nlan: and everything
appeared as if the time had come for Him to take
His eal-thly glories; at once He turns a,vay from
it and begins to speak of His death, with a view
to a totally different object. Here in John xii.
He says "Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die" . . .. He turns His back on all
this earthly glory, and speaks of His death as
that by ,vhich He wouhl have a heavenly com­
pany associated with Him in the place He was
about to take ,vith the Father in heavenly glory.
It was that He might not be alone in all the
blessedness of His own life in the favour of God,
and as Son with the Father. He "vas ever the
Son dwelling in the bosom of the ]'ather; but
while on earth He was alone in this blessed life.
The answer to this is verse 17 of chapter xx.
Having acconlplished redemption, gone down into
the place of death, and having glorified God there
under the judgment due to sin; rising from the
.dead He meets the one ,vhose heart was so de­
voted to Hiln, and says, " Go tell my brethren, and
:say unto them, I ascend unto my Jfather, and your
Father; and to my God, and your God."
He is not alone now. As He ascends and takes
His place before God in heavenly glory, as Son
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before His Father, in all the blessedness of these­
relationships, lIe identifies His people with Him­
self. He says, " Go tell my brethren." They were·
no longer His earthly brethren, but identified
with Him now in this heavenly relationship.,
He can say, My Father is your Father now;:
He make,g His home their home now. That is a·
present thing. He brings them in spirit and in
faith to His own home, not yet in body but in
spirit. How does He bring them to His home ?'
By revealing the Father to them; by introducing
them to the Father. "I have declared unto them
thy name, and will declare it." Have we entered
into this-that we are brethren with the Lord,
Jesus Christ in that heavenly relationship, in that·
heavenly place He has taken before the Father ~

that all that God is as Father to Christ, all that,
.-

He was rnanifested to be to Him as :r:nan down
here, He is now to us ; that we are brought into all
the fulness and blessedness of that relationship
now-that we are in the Son, and thus in the Son's
place before the Father? The object of His lay-·
ing down His life for us is that ,ve might be one
)vith Hin} in His place before the Father, and
enjoy all the present blessedness of this relation­
ship as now one ,vith Him, and introduced in
Him to the Father to enjoy the communion which
belongs to this relationship. The whole of this
heavenly company is one with Him now in all
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the fulness and blessedness of that place. Every
believer is nlade one with Him in that place.

That is the first point.
Chapter xiii. is the present lllinistry of the

Lord Jesus, the expression of His present care
and love and interest in us as His people. It
is a great thing for our hearts to have the
sense of the Lord's p1"esent care and interest
in us, and to know His thought about us. Re
is there, and we are here in this world. He
says, " I pray .... for those whom thou hast
given me out of the world." There He is
in all the present activity of His love. What
is His thought, His desire for us? what is He
,seeking to do? It is expressed in the wO:t'd
to Peter, when He is about to wash his feet:
'" If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with
me." It is not a question of getting blessing
through Him, but He is seeking by this present
service on high that we should have part with
Birrh. It is not merely seeking grace for lIs

to travel through the wilderness; it is not
His service as the Advacate or the Intercessor
on high, to secure for u:;; restoration of soul
w hen we have sinned, or to obtain for us the
grace and help we need for our wilderness
path; it is more. It is that He may lead our
hearts by His Spirit into the enjo}rment of
present company with Him, that He may :fit
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us for present communion with Himself, that
we may enjoy this part with Him. I will not
say any more on this point, but would ask,
How much do ,\\Te know of this? However little
we Inay, enter into it, it is the great thought
and desire of the Lord Jesus for us. His great
object is to dissociate us from everything of this
world, and of man, in order to lead us into
present con1ffiunion with Himself where He is;
the enjoyment of the relationship in which He
has set us with His God and Father.

Now I turn to chapter xvi., where we ~nd

what is the present ministry of the Holy Ghost
which is to this same end. t( I have many
things to say unto you. . .. when he, the Spirit
of truth, is come, he will guide you into
all truth." By what means does the Spirit
seek to connect our hearts with the Lord
Jesus Christ? (( He shall glorify me: for he
shall receive of mine and shall shew it unto
you." This is a different thought from the end
of chapter xv., where it is the public testimony
of the Holy Ghost. The Lord speaks of Him
as the One who should bear witness to His
glory in a world where He had been disowned
and rejected. But here it is His testimony to
the individual believer. To us He bears witness
to the glory of the Lord Jesus; He presents
from the Word the Person of the Lord Jesus
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in the glory, and He takes of His things and
shews them to us that we might be occupied
with Him; He seeks to engage our hearts
with Him, and thus to lift us above all that
would occupy and engage us here or occupy
us with ourselves. When the heart by the
Spirit's ministry is occupied with the Lord
Jesus, we cease to be occupied with ourselves.
H He shall glorify me." We get a figure of
this in Abram's servant going to Rebekah­
he sought to attract her heart by revealing all
th~t belonged to Isaac; all the greatness of
Isaa.c. "He shall take of mine, and shall shew it
unto vou." What the Lord enters into as ~1:an..
risen and glorified He shares ,vith us. 'Ve share
in His things; all He has He causes us to share
with Him, all His own things, ,,'-hat charac­
terises the portion of the Son now. Nothing less
than this. Therefore we can only know and enjoy
it in comnlunion with Him; we have nothing apart
from Him; all is in Him: Hisjoy is to share \vith
us His things. The Spirit reveals them to us to
connect our hearts livingly with the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make them good in our souls so that
we may enjoy present communion with Him
where He is gone to be with the Father.

Lastly I turn to chapter xiv. He is coming
again. What is our thought in connection with
His coming again? Is it simply a desire for
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relief, that we may be free ~roln labour, toil,
and suffering? He says, le I will come again)
and receivc you 'ttnto rttyself: that 'tvhere I
am, there ye may be also," That is according
to His prayer in chapter xvii.: "Father, I
will that they also, whom thou hast given me,
be with me where I am," That is what
is in His heart; nothing else will satisfy the
love of the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ than
that the whole company of His brethren should
be with Hitn where He is. Will nothing else
satisfy our hearts? Have we no other thought
in connection \vith the hope of His coming?
To be in His company, to behold His glory?
If His love fills our hearts and we are drawn
into present company with Himself, to taste
in any little measure the blessedness of com­
munion, nothing could satisfy us but that
where He is we shall for ever be, nothing to
hinder the enjoyment of His company, where
He will have His joy in the company of His
own. It is the present portion of every saint,
and what the Spirit of God seeks to lead us
into now, preStnt association with the Lord
Jesus Christ; and the hope of the future to be
wjth Hinl where He is, to see Him, and to know
that His home will be our eternal dwelling-place t
The more we enter into the truth that we belong
to heaven, that all our blessing is there, the



82 TRUTH FOR THE TIME.

more we enjoy this heavenly life in communion
with the Lord Jesus, the more shall we realise
that we are on the earth only to serve Him;
this i~ our one business, and the more shall we
be as those who have no portion or hopes here,
really awaiting His return. If we are not practi­
cally dissociated frolll the world and earthly
things we cannot be really looking for the Lord
to come.

May the Lord give us to see what is in His
heart, and to enjoy it now by His Spirit.

F. H. B.



THE LIFE OF FAITI-I.
(HEBREWS x. 38; XI. 10.)

I DESIRE just to say a few words on faith as the
great principle of the christian life, and by
which alone we can enter upon, and know and
enjoy all these heavenly things, relationships, and
blessings which are properly ours. We all of us
look back to an act of faith as having believed in
Christ, and found salvation, but I think perh3ps
we do not some of us sufficiently enter into the
truth of what the apostle is here stating, that
" the just shall live by faith." This is the prin­
ciple that is to characterise the whole life of the
justified man, and therefore if you and I are not
living by faith every step of our journey here,
"re are not living like Christians. I do not mean,
of course~ that we are not Christians; I do not
Inean but that we nlay do a great many things
perfectly right in themselves, and what other
people do; but God does not merely look at what
comes out; we can see what comes out in the life,
but God looks at the nlotive that produces the
action; and unless we are living by faith every
step of the way we are not living like Christians,
because we are not going through the circum...
stances through which we are passing with God
Himself.



84 TRUTH FOR THE TIME.

Then again one sometimes hears the expre~sion

"living by faith" applied to a certain class of in­
dividuals; but ,vhat I have said will I hope n1ake
it clear that the life of a Ohristian is every step
of it, every day of it, a life of faith; and a life of
faith that connects us with God, receives every­
thing fronl Him, goes through everything with
Him, and has to do with Him. We do ,,~ell to
ask ourselves '\vhether this is the ca~e ,vith llS ;

whether we are day by day walking by faith,
not merely looking back to one act of faith
whereby we know we have the salvation of our
souls, but living by faith, entering into the truth
of it, reading the word of God in faith: so that
we are thus applying it to ourselves, and having
for ourselves the enjoyment of these things that
are properly ours.

There are many young Christians here this
evening, and it is for them I would speak j nst
these few words, because I am sure that there is
not the sense that there should be, that every day
of our lives we ought to be living a life of faith;
in the simplest circumstances, the common things
of everyday life; we ought to go through them
in faith, faith that connects me with God. If I
accept what I have to do as being given to lne by
Him, whatever the work, or business, or pORition
may be in which I find myself, I walk through it
like Enoch, seeking to please Hirn, that is, tlle
Lord.
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What does this scripture say? "Without faith it
is impossible to please him, for he that conleth to
God luust believe that he is." It is a great thing)
beloved brethren, to be living in the sense of this
blessed truth that we are living under the eye of
GoLl, and our business is to live for Him, to walk
with Him, to please Rirn in all the little rllatters of
our everyday life, and though you may meet with
difficulties that try you, yet if you go through it
in faith, i.e. connect it with God, receive it from
Him, go through it with Him, my brethren, the
bitterness will be taken away; you will only find
in it the sweetness of having done His will;
you have gone through it with Him, in His com­
pany, and you have the blessedsensein your soul of
having His approval. That is what I understand
by the life of faith; everything connected with
Hinl ; not only peculiar and extraordinary cir­
cumstances, but the luost simple and everyday
things, all are to be gone through with Him, for
faith connects the soul with God; and thus it is
we get distinct blessing to our souls, and by
having lllore to do with Him, shall grow in
acquaintance with HiIn.

Perhaps I may, on an occasion like this, as I
have touched upon faith in connection with our
life in this world, human life and circtunstances,
as there are so many present who are engaged
in the Lord's service, say a word as to the
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faith we need in all that we thus undertake for
Him, and go through ,vith Him. I suppose I
need not say to any here that faith brings in the
power of God; faith counts upon God alone;
faith has no confidence in any natural means or
human energy. It is the mighty power of God
that is at the disposal of faith to-day, as much as
it was in any day that we read of in the scrip­
tures of truth; and the more simply we are cast
on God, and depend on God alone outside all
human energy and means, the more shall we see
how God will come in, and work for His own
glory; not perhaps in a way that the world can
stand by and admire, but in a way that is worthy
of Himself, and will bring glory to His name.
Faith has nothing to do ,vith nature. It may be
there are some who are not unconscious of the
time when, in preaching- the word of God, there
was sOll1ething of natural energy, something that
appealed to the natural senses, something that
was not the working of the power of the Spirit,
the energy of faith, dependence upon God alone.
It is that that we need-dependence upon the
mighty power of God, upon God Himself, trusting
no other instrurnent or means but His word, and
His Spirit that can nlake His word fruitful
according to the varied needs of souls.

Thus far I have referred to faith in relation to
the circumstances of our natural life, and again
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I would press that word: "Without faith it is
impossible to please him." If I am not living
by faith, and acting by faith, I may do things
that appear very correct and right, and that may
be greatly applauded, but I have not pleased
Hinl. It is that that I desire to press upon my
own soul and yours. I would remind you of
another verse in Romans: H Whatsoever is not of
faith is sin." Whatever is not of that principle
partakes of the nature of sin. When a soul is
brought to God he is introduced, so to speak, into
an entirely new world, a new scene and a new
sphere, new relationships, new obj€cts, new joys,
a new state of things altogether; and if I may so
express it (I hope I shall not be misunderstood),
faith is the new sense of the soul J the new sense
of the new life. I mean this-we are not to be
thinking of our senses, but just as when a person
looks out upon a beautiful landscape, his sight is
in exercise; another reads something that capti­
vates the imagination, his imagination is in
exercise; another hears what charms the ear,
his hearing is engaged. 'These people are not
thinking of their sight or imagination or hearing,
but it is the object that that bodily "sense can
take cognizance of and enjoy that is before thelu.
So faith is that mighty and wonderful sense
by which alone we can understand, and appre­
hend, and enjoy these heavenly things and
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heavenly joys that have been brought before
us to-day. That is what I mean when I say,
we have been brought into a new world outside
this region of sense; nothing for sight or sense
to take cognizance of. Faith is not irnagination;
imagination is not faith; they are as distinct
and different as they can possibly be; as far
removed the one from the other as possible.
Faith is that divinely given sense "rhich brings
before our souls those things that the eye has
not seen nor ear heard, which are revealed to us,
brought home to us, by the Spirit of God, so
that ,ve may enter upon the enjoyment of those
unseen things.

I would just allude to two or three scriptures
in which, though you may not have the word
" faith," you have the thing itself. 2 Corinthians
Hi. 18: " We all, with unveiled face beholding
the glory of the Lord." Who imagines that the
beholding there is with these natural eyes?
It is by the action of faith; by faith alone
,ve behold the glory of the Lord. So in the
next chapter: "our light afHiction which is but
for a mOIneut worketh for us a far more ex­
ceeding and eternal weight of glory .... while
we look not at the things which are seen, but at
the things which are not seen; for the things
which are seen are temporal; but the things
\vhich are not seen are eternal." It is the unseen
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things, beloved brethren, that bear upon theln the
stamp of eternity. All these things that the eye
can see, that can attract our natural senses, bear
upon them the stan1p of thne, it is the unseen
things that are eternal. Have we not been
having these unseen things brought before us
to day? the glory of Christ and the Person
of Christ? Have we not been having before
us our destiny as going to be with Him and
like Hhn in that blessed scene? And that is
\vhat the apostle says, l( While we look not at
the things that are seen, but at the things which
are not seen." Are those the things that engage
our hearts, that draw out our affections for Him
who is at God's right hand? Is this what is
before us day by day? So, if we speak of setting
our minds on ~'things above," it is nothing
severed frorn Him; it is all in connection with
Hirn. It is Himself and the things that are
His.

Another passage: "We see not yet all things
put under him." (Reb. ii. 8, 9.) "Ve have not
yet seen Hirn rising up to take His own throne,
to put down all that rises up against the authority
of God. We have not seen that, "but we see
Jesus crowned with glory and honour." He is
in the place of glory and honour \\7here man had
never been seen before; and it is for the eye
of faith to behold Him there, and for our hearts
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to be engaged with Him there, for the place
where He is is the place to which we belong. He
is not content to be there alone. He will have
His members with Him; He will have His joint­
heirs with Him; He will have the children of
the family in the same place with Himself. at
home in the Father's house, everlastingly to enjoy
Bin} there. But it is now during our time-~tate)

while we pass through this world, its sorrows, its
trials, its dangers; it is now that it is our wonder­
ful privilege to walk by. faith, beholding these
unseen things and realities, and having our souls
engaged with thenl. And these are the things,
beloved brethren, that will lift us above' the
things here, a.nd that ,vill save us frorTI the
dreadful neutrality our broth~r has spoken of.
If there is one thing that is more abominable
and evil and despicable than another, it is to be
neutral when the interests of Christ are con­
cerned. Oh! if \ve are walking in faith it is the
very opposite. It is faith that nerves the soul,
that invigorates the man, energises the soul to
follow Christ, to follow Hinl wherever He may
lead. May the Lord grant that we may be
walking in the energy and exercise of faith!

Let me not be misunderstood when I speak
of the exercise of faith. I do not mean that we
are to be thinking about our faith, but as I
illustrated it, the man \vho looks upon the land-
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scape is not thinking about his eyesight; and so,
dear friends, you may be in the exerci8e of faith
(I s~y it for the encouragement of the youngest)
,vithout one single thought about faith having
crossed your mind. Some evil is, perhaps, pre­
sented to you, and you say, "How shall I do
this great \vickedness and sin against God 7" Or
some pleasant thing is presented to you, and you
say, " That will not please the Lord Jesus Christ,
will not suit Him." You did not think of that
as faith, but the Lord looks upon it as such, and
accepts it as the exercise of faith.

Well, if we are going on to these heavenly
things as we Ineet with one and another who
have a larger intelligence and deeper communion
than ourselves, let us not be discouraged! But
let us remember there is no intinlacy of corn"
munion, no measure of enjoyment that is not
open to every believer, the youngest and the
feeblest, and the Lord will give it to everyone
that presses on after Christ, having Himself as a
living Person before the soul. If we refer every­
thing to Him, look at everything in the light of
His presence, it will put all our associations and
circumstances in their right place. It will give
us a right thought and right judgment such as
will stand in His presence, and wha would desire
anything less than that, so that there should be
no cloud or distance between our souls and Him?
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Oh! may we be in that state that we can say,
"Even so, come, Lord Jesus "-that we can invite
Him to come; and we know we cannot, if we are
conscious of anything not in accordance with
Him.

The Lord give us to be walking with Him in
that faith that connects the soul with God in all
the circumstances of life here, and that opens
the door to heavenly things, brings them down
into our hearts, and thus irradiates them even
here with something of the brightness and
blessedness of heaven.

"This is the victory that overcometh the
world even our faith."

F. S. M.



THE NATURE, OBJECT,
AND RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CHURCH,

THE BODY OF CHRIST.
(EPH. I. 15-23;' Ill. 14-21.)

I SUPPOSE there is hardly an exercised soul but
would admit that we are in the difficult days, the
perilous times; yet it is one thing to see the diffi­
culty, and another to understand the remedy for
the difficulty. Are you exercised as to the
remedy for the difficulty?

In 2 Timothy iii. we read of the perilous times.
The apostle did not live in those times, but he
prophesied of them. The remedy that he gives
is Cl my doctrine" or teaching, and the holy scrip­
ture. Many are ignorant of Paul's teaching, both
as to the gospel and the church. I do not say
that the gospel is not preached; but Paul's gospel
and the church came out in Acts ix. That was
the first tin1e either the one or the other came
out; and these two are embraced in Paul's teach­
ing. Paul thus encourages Timothy to "be
strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus."
"The things that thou hast heard of me among
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faith­
ful men \vho shall be able to teach others also.'
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Now note, that that day was a darker one than
this day. All in Asia had turned away from
Paul; there was only one man whom he could in
any measure count on. And see how the saints
forsook him! In chapter iv. he writes, " All men
forsook me." He foresaw the spiritual wicked­
ness that would obtain. Now frOIn what had
they declined? From the truth specially corn..
mitted to Paul. They did not depart frorD Christ
nor from the hope of salvation; but what they
gave up was holding the heavenly position, which
has been already spoken of (effectively I trust to
many), as the truth against which the power of
the enemy is specially directed.

Let lne explain that when you hold your
heavenly position, it is not nlerely that you
go to heaven, but that you cleave to Hiln who is
in heaven. That is the secret of true love.
" Whither thou goest, I will go." Here the
church at Ephesus failed. It is a great help to
read the Old Testament; you get there the great
principles of truth. God is the same there as in
the New Testament, only He has a different circle
of interest. You will find all the way through,
that the man who adhered to God's circle of
interest for the time, was specially supported by
Him; while the one who deviated frOIn that
circle, even though seeking another dispensation,
was powerless and disaffected. Many a pious
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man now sticks to the dispensation when Christ
was on earth. They love J esus, are devoted and
zealous, do many good works, but they are not in
the line of God's chief interest.

Now in the difficult days, what is the remedy?
There is no remedy unless you adhere to the truth
aB it has been given. You may say, we are a
feeble few. True, but that is all the more reason
that we should adhere to it. It is an immense
cheer to us in our insignificance, to feel that,
feeble as we are, we are identified with God's
chief interest. The remnant is always most
exemplary \vhere the departure began. Like a
I11an out of health. Supposing he has a bad eye,
what would mark his restoration? Would it not
be an improvement in his eye? Thus, the point
of departure is the point of restoration.

See how the church of Ephesus failed after all
the favours shewn to it. You :find that church
spoken of four times in scripture. In Acts we
have the church of Ephesus in their first fervour,
where they burned their books. Then in the
epistle to the Ephesians, where the greatest reve­
lation of truth ever committed was given to
them. Again, to Timothy, the servant at
Ephesus, the apostle writes of the two great
evils-popery and radicalism. Lastly, we have
the epistle to the church at Ephesus in Revela­
tion ii., where John joins with Paul. It is



96 TRUTH FOR THE TIME.

important to note that John aI ways gives us the
essential nature of the divine quality. It is not
easy to explain it. The Spirit and the Bride say
"Come." Mark the recovery! The true rem­
nant is most exemplary at the point where the
failure began. If the church. (represented by
Ephesus) has left its first love, the re~nnant is
Inarked by the love of the Bride. "The Spirit
and the Bride say, Come." How could anyone
know the feelings of the Bride but the Bride 1
The Bride in company with the Holy Ghost is dis­
tinguished for her personal attachment to Christ.
This is paramount. True affection never over­
looks its responsibilities. It is an imnlense cheer
that the great thing that marks spiritual power
in a day of ruin, is that you are true to the
truth which the Lord has committed to you.

Now as to the scriptures which I have read,
the first subject which I would press upon each
one here is Christ's first circle of interest. I am
addressing many of His servants. Surely His
first circle of interest must be yours also. I dare­
say that you have heard some say that the
corporate thing is over. Christ's chief interest is
unknown to one who can say that; and if it
is unknown to you how can you understand His
mind about anything? If I have a friend am I
not interested in his chief interests? Do you
know Ohrist's chief interests? Remember that
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His treasure is llere, hid. in the field, as \ve read
in Matthew xiii. The field is the world, Christ's
treasure is in it.

I have read these t",..o scriptures that we may
see our calling, that we lnay have "conscious
knowledge" of our great position. However we
have fail-ad in our corporate testimony we cannot
escape froln corporate responsibility. The apostle
writes: "After I heard of your faith in the Lord
Jesus, and love unto all the saints, I cease not to
give thanks for you; lnaking nlention of you in
my prayers." You may say that everyone is not
up to the knowledge of the mystery. This I
admit. But why are they not up to it ? Where
is the defect? Because they are not established
and restful in the gospel. You are not up to the
mystery until you know that you have a Saviour
in glory. You would not enjoy union with Christ
if you did not know Him in glory; that is, if you
did not know that all the distance between God
and you had been removed on His side, so that
the nearer you are to Him the more assured you
are of His grace. You have a home in the
Father's house. That is the gospel. That is thoe
gospel fronl God's side. The prodigal found that
the nearer he came to his father, the better off
he was. The apostle presses upon the Corinthians
that they would be transformed into the same
image by beholding the Lord's glory. I would
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ask the youngest believer-Are you at home in
the glory, and do you enjoy a Saviour there?
That would be "transformed into the same
image." No one can tell how it is effected; but
it is not merely by reading the word; it is by
beholding the glory. The glory is God's satis­
faction, according to all His attributes, resting
upon the Lord Jesus Christ your Saviour. The
effect upon )"OU beholding the Lord's glory is that
you are altered completely. It is not only that
your judgment has changed; we find that in
Psalm Ixxiii., but you are personally changed.

" Yet sure, if in Thy presence
My soul still constant were,

Mine eye would more familiar
Its brighter glories bear.

And thus Thy deep perfections
Mncb better should I know,

And with adoring fervour
In this Thy nature grow."

You may taunt me and say, If that is true,
why are you not more there? I am ready for
that, for I am assured that if I were more there,
I should be more affected by it, and then I
should be a more effective servant.

I have not yet touched on the church, the
mystery. If you are fully in the grace of the
gospel, you will be ready and glad to know
that you are united to the One who has wrought
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all this blessing for you. It may be said, All
Christians are united to Him, and so we are,
the moment we receive the Holy Ghost; but
how many of us consciously know union?
Believe me, union is a wonderful reality. The
first sense of union is-He is my Head, He
dictates everything. No doubt you will feel
humbled at times that you are not under His
dictation.

But before I proceed I call your attention
to the exercises indispensable to the Christian.
The first is, you know that every purpose of
God has been accomplished for you. There is
ilumense satisfaction of heart as the light of
this is known to you in detail. The second
is, that the Holy Ghost's work exclusively now
is to make true to you the grace which is yours,
to forIn you into the reality of all that which has
heen done for you; and for this the servant of
God ministers the word; and finally, your own
soul waits upon God in prayer, that you may
apprehend that for which you are apprehended.
~'he apostle prays that they might be given the
3pirit or wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of Hinl. I would presR earnestly upon you the
value of these words. Often as I have read
Ephesians those words seen} to be increasingly
wonderful to me. You may know every word of
the epistle, you may know what is stated in
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every line of it; but if you have not the spirit
of wisdom and revelation, it is no good to you;
you will not grasp God's thought in it. I arn
lost in the imrnensity of it; and I am glad laIn
lost in it, because then I turn to God. The
mystery is that when Christ was rejected here,
then was divulged that His body was here.
John says of the thingR that Jesus did, "If
they should be written everyone, I suppo~e

that even the world itself could not contain
the books that should be written." Nothing of
Christ will be lost; all will come out in His body
-the church. Can anyone compass the vastness
of the structure which has been here over eighteen
hundred years; and all will come out in the
New Jerusalem, each of us being a part of it.

I do not dwell upon the hope of His calling, it
begins with the place (ver. 4); then the state
(ver. 5); then the relationship. (Ver. 6.) Tha.t
is the calling of God. Now I turn to verse 1H:
"What is ~he exceeding greatness of his power
to usward who believe, according to the working
of his mighty power, which he wrought in Christ
when he raised him from the dead," &c. The
word "know" in verse 18 is the same word used
in other places for" conscious knowledge." It
is important to apprehend that you should have
conscious knowledge of the power which He
wrought in Christ when He raised Him frolu
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the dead, and set Him at His own right hand in
the heavenly places. All the fielDbers went up
with Him then in God's mind. To give an illustra­
tion-all the feathers of a bird go up with the
bird, and every feather came from the bird. Just
as Eve came from the rib of Adam, so every
Christian derives from Christ. The body is
the complement of Christ. No one can know
his place as a member of the body of Christ
until he has conscious knowledge of the power
which IS to usward who believe.

Now I turn to chapter iii. 14. The subject
is quite different. In chapter i. it is that you
may have the conscious knowledge of the counsel
of God-of His calling. In chapter iii. you have
the Spirit's work in you. Here you are made
heavenly in tastes and intere~ts. Hence we read
"That he would grant you according to the
riches of his glory, to be strengthened with
lllight by His Spirit in the inner luaD, and
that Christ lnight dwell in your heart by faith."
Do you note the greatness of the power to effect
this in you, and that nothing but the power of
God could displace what you are in nature?
The old has to be displaced, God only can
displace the old) and God onl~T can erect the new.
He has made an end of you in the cross, and He
only 'can make this which is true of you true to
you. When we 'contemplate this passage, we can
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account for the small number of Christians
who know that they are heavenly. however
true it is of them before God. You must be
strengthened by His Spirit in the inner man,
that the Christ may dwell in your heart by
faith. It is not merely heaven which is brought
into your heart by faith, but it is the Man that
is in heaven, who is dwelling in your heart by
faith; and, thank God, when the Christ dwells
in your heart, you are heavenly in life, and
tastes, and interests. Many have thought that
they would become heavenly by renouncing
the earthly. No; the real way to renounce
the earthly and to be heavenly in taste is by
Christ dwelling in your heart by faith; the
Man who is exalted to the right hand of
God dwelling with all His tastes and interest~

in your heart. Blessed be God, it requires the
mighty power of God to accomplish this for
you. You are in Christ. That you get in
chapter i.; and now in chapter iii. Christ is
in you. Yon have first to learn that you are
in Christ, and next Christ is in you. If you
do not know that you are in Christ, you will
never know that Christ is in you. No one can
explain the blessedness of Christ dwelling in
your heart by faith. Think how He would
control you, according to His own will and
pleasure. What a truce it would be to your
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will! Christ Himself swaying you in every­
thing, for His service and testimony. In Gala­
tians Christ is your life. In 2 Corinthians iii.,
Christ is your object in glory. In Colossians,
Christ is your IIead. But great as He is as
your Life, or as your Object in glory, or as
your Head" there is much more here (in Eph.
iii.) "That Christ may dwell in your heart by
faith; that ye being rooted and grounded in
love, may be able to comprehend with all Aaints
what is the breadth and length and depth and
height "-the whole domain of glory; then-Cl to
know the love of Christ which passeth know­
ledge." If the church at Ephesus had continued
in the work of the Spirit in them, they would
not have left their first love. Here you have
come to the aClne of the Spirit's work in you;
and the conSUffilnation is, "that ye might be
filled unto all the fulness of God." Christ is the
fulness of God. I t is only now that you realise
the power which wrought in Christ. You are
now by the Spirit's power in the heavenly posi­
tion which was pressed upon us last evening.
The blessed One "rho is in heaven is dwelling in
your heart by faith. You a,re not merely made
acquainted with the heavenly scene where He is,
but Himself dwells in your heart by faith; so
tha~ it is not the scene of glory that is in your
heart, but the Christ who is there. Divine
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power has brought you into this heavenly posi­
tion. ~, Now unto him that is able to do ex­
ceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that worketh in
us." The power is now in you; it is not merely
that you are in the conscious knowledge of it as
in chapter i. 19, but you are in the power no"T.
Hence the doxology-tt Unto him be glory in the
church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages,
world without end, Amen!" You have power
now to be descriptive of Christ in this world.
It is most blessed. In the house aspect you are
fruit-bearing, and going forth as missionaries, as
in John xv. But here it is more John xvii.
Christ first sets us as Himself in the presence
of the Father, and then He sets us as Himself in
the presence of the world. One might say-Is
not the body in the house? Yes, it is; the body
is the organisation, like the machine~yof a clock,
it is inside. In a clock you do not see the
internal working, but if the macl1inery is in
good order the titHe is correct. If the tilne is
not correct, you know that the defect is in the
machinery.

I would now dwell on the heavenly ground,
which evokes the terrible opposition which was
presented to us last evening. 'Ve heard then
that the whole force of the enerny was con­
centrated on the heavenly position. Now that
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you are in heavenly power you are to be on
the earth descriptive of the heavenly man in
every detail of life. Then you must begin at
the beginning. Every good thing comes down;
you come out no\v with Ohrist cl welling in your..
heart, and you begin with the church (chap. iv.),
"Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit
in the uniting bond of peace." If you fail in the
first you will fail in all the rest. As you enter
on the heavenly ground, all the force of Satan
will be arrayed against you. Nothing aggravates
Satan so much as to be descriptive of Christ
in exaltation in the place ,,"'here Christ's reJec­
tion-the most diabolical act-was perpetrated.
I say with deep sorrow of heart that I never
Inade an attelnpt to accept the heavenly ground
that there was not a bait thrown in my way.
Satan has only two forces, like a double-barrelled
gun; the one is a bait to allure you; if that
uoes not succeed, he "Till try to crush you. If
he allures you he need not crush you. YOll see
it in the children of the captivity in Daniel; he
first offers thenl the king's meat, and when they
refuse that, he says, 'I'll burn therll.' The same
God \v ha delivered thelll frolH the one can deliver
them from the other, and in a lllore distinct way.
May everyone of you be so assured in spirit of
your heavenly position that Balaam may not
succeed in cliverting you froln it. Balaam is
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the. social element and corrupts. I have seen
it. Where did our children pick that up?
In association, in company with others. I
suppose there is not a father in this rOOtH
who does not know what damage his children
have got by association, social intercourse with
the children of worldly Ohristians. I t is the
social element that corrupts the church.

What is your vocation, brethren? What
could be so dear to a man of real affection
for his Lord as to stand for Him where the
many are declining and luke\varm? The hardest
conflict manifests the deepest virtue. You have
heard of the officer who in face of the enemy
tore down the colours and bound them round his
body, saying, " You will take me before you take
the colours." That is what I call fidelity. Take
me before you take them. You Inust not give up
the colours, however things go. If you have
reached your heavenly position in divine power,
you will Illaintain for Christ in His exaltation as
long as you renlain here. I do not ask you to
surrender anything; I ask yOll to have Christ
dwelling in your heart by faith. You may say:
Shew us a pattern man. We all like to copy;
but there is no gain in copying. You have to
learn the Lord for yourself. All you learn for
yourself will rernain, and nothing' else. Every
one has hiR own history.
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In closing I would refer to the evangelists and
the last three parables in Matthew xiii. They
are deeply interesting. I can rejoice in the
evangelist's work, and I think his gift is the
highest. The ~vangelist is given by the Head~

but if he does not know Christ's chief interest he
will not fit his converts for their right place.
Formerly, a recruiting officer recruited for his
own corps; you may be sure he selected his man.
If you do not understand where or what the
corps is, you have not the object in recruiting.
Many an evangelist thinks only of saving souls.
It is right, surely, to seek to save souls; but this
would not the less interest and absorb him if in
his heart he could say of him-he is a member of
the body of Christ. An evangelist is sent from
the Head in heaven to rescue every member of
Christ's body; to sweep the house diligently,
not for the benefit of Inan merely, but to find
the silver piece, and to put it along with the
other nine silver pieces. (See Luke xv.) You
must know where the other nine are or you
cannot put your converts with them.

The first of these three parables is the treasure
hid in the field; the second, the pearl of great
price-the value of the church to Christ; the
third, the net. I would ask you to sit for ten
minutes alone and meditate ·on Christ's interest
in the church-the one beautiful thing dear to
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Him in this world; the one thing that His heart
is set on, hid here in the midst of all the distrac­
tion and evil. As an illustration, think of a man
who had a beautiful garden which a horde of
robbers had devastated. When asked why he
retained that garden, he would reply, I keep the
garden because of the arbour in which my wife
sits. The church-Christ's interest, is Htill on the
earth, notwithstanding all the devastation. If
evangelists do not keep this before them, they
will not gather the good-the converts-into
vessels. We read, they cc sat do\vn~ and gathered
the good into vessels, but cast the bad away."

The Lord grant ~hat each of us may so enter
on our heavenly position, that in the power here
rnade known to us we Inay be ready to withstand
all the force of the enemy, and cc having done all,
to stand." The words which are used in chapter i.
19, are the same words that are used in chapter vi.
where we read, "Be strong in the Lord, and in
the power of his might." No man can face Satan
until he knows the power of God for Hinlself, as
we see in Joshua iii. 10, "Hereby shall ye know
that the living God is among you," &c.

The power which has brought you over Jordan
is the power by which all the force arrayed
against you will be overcome. You 111 ust be first
in your heavenly position, before you can face the
enemy. In the type (Josh. v.) you do not nleet
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the enenlY until you are met by the captain of
the Lord's host. You are in the heavenly posi­
tion yourself. The same power that brought you
there is the power ,,~hich enables you to resist
all the power against you down here.

In conclusion, I give you Stephen for an
example. (Acts vii. 55.) The Holy Ghost" ope'd
(for him) the heavenly door:" that is your privi­
lege. Unian with Christ was not revealed to
Stephen, but he kne"r the power by which he
was united to Hin). He first faithfully declares,
" I see .... the Son of man standing at the right
hand of Goe." This is the true testimony: and
now in the same power that Inade him a witness,
he can encounter all the varied power of the
enemy unswervingly, so that the finest quality of
grace-overcoming evil with good-wasexpressed
in him in divine lustre ere he died. The more
they pressed him, the more Christ was manifested
by him. The greatest virtue comes out most
under the greatest pressure. "Awake, 0 north
wind; and COlue, thou south; blow upon my
garden, that the spices thereof may flow out."

The Lord grant that you may believe
that you are called to a heavenly position,
and that you nlay not be discouraged by
the dilapidatior! with which you are surrounded.
Though all is failure on our side, may our hearts
be faithful and true to Him who has called us,
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a.nd who is as true to His own, and as ready to
help them as ever He was. May the sense of
His love be revived in our hearts! The better
you know His love, the better you will love Hiln ;
and as you love Him you will keep His com­
lllsndments, and thus He will be able to treat
you as His cc friends," because He can safely trust.
In you.

J. B. S.

_.;~~:lII.' : .



THE REMNANT SPIRIT.
MAJ~. III. 16-18, AND IV. 4-6.

I A~r sure, beloved brethren, our hearts tnust be
unfeignedly thankful to God for the encourage­
Inent He has given us, because we are all
conscious of the discouragement and of the break
up. There is a tendency to look at the dis­
couraging CirCU111stances, but it is very blessed to
look up and see how everything will come out,
"l'he deep eternal counsels H of which we were
singing, and we shall be conformed to His image.
What I feel is so encouraging, is not only that
we can say all will yet COlue out, and every
saint be conforlned to the image of Christ, but
that there is a p1"esent power, so that even now
here upon earth, where we are, there should be
something to aDS\Ver to the heart of Christ. I do
feel that in these meetings the Lord would have
us think of that. It is very blessed to look back
at the original thing and see what it is; because, as
has often been said to us, the remnant goes back to
the original thing, if, as in the illustration given to
us, only H an arbour" is left of the once beautiful
garden. That is a very slnall thing compared
\vith the first estate, but if it is something which
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answers claw"u here to that blessed Christ in
glory, then in whatever feeble measure ,ye are
able to enter into it, \vould \ve not like to think
about what is precious to Him, so as to answer to
His mind down here? The overcoming is down
here. Th8re will be nothing to overcon1e when
all is perfect in glory. The renlnant character
belongs to a people do\vn here, not 'when in
glory.

You get these t\VO things running side by side
in scripture. There is what can never fail, and
will surely be accomplished by God according to
His own counsels; and though the general body
to whom they ,vere Inade known failed to lay
hold of thenl, yet spite of all the failure, He
always had a people ",,,ha through His grace took
hold of those counsels of His heart, and sought to
answer to them; and the great thing for us,
is, whether we are that people at this mOlnent.
Not merely whether ,ye are on the right ground,
nor whether we have the right way of meeting t

but whether we understand a little about what
the heart of Christ is, in His thoughts for HiR
own. Can we say, (I I ,vant to get into those
though ts, and answer to Him?" Whatever we
may think about it) I believe God always did
work to have a remnant, who should answer
to His thoughts. It is a great thing to look at
truth from Godts side. When we can do this, it
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carries our hearts out of all the failure. We have
to be humbled, but still I feel greatly encouraged
this morning. "'Then God brings His truth home
to us, I think it ahvays humbles us) because it
affects our consciences, but though we get
humbled we get encouraged, because we have
to do with the LDrd. \Vhen we look at things
from God's side it encourages our hearts because
there can be no failure there, while our con..
scienceB are affected in the sense that we are
indeed witnesses of the failure, while desiring to
ans \ver to the mind of Christ.

Turn to Matthew xi. It is the moment of the
Lord's rejection; the moment described in Isaiah
xlix. "I have spent my strength for nought, and
in vain;" the Inoment, as we should say, of the
greatest discouragement. Do not misunderstand
me, I do not nlean that the Lord was discouraged,
but His ministry to Israel had been in vain; even.,

John Baptist expresses doubt. Jesus accepts the
place of rejection, saying, "I thank thee, 0
Father! .... so it seemed good in thy sight." At
the same tirne He says, C( All things are delivered
unto me of my Father," and then, as the One who
knew the Father, and could reveal Him, lIe takes
the place as a new gathering centre, " Come unto
ME." I do not want to weaken that for the
gospel, but I believe it is a great deal more than
the mere fact that Christ is the Saviour for a
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sinner to come to. "Come unto ME" speaks of One
into whose hands the Father had put everything,
all His counsels. "COME UNTO ME."

I turn you to one more passage, Matthew xii.
46-50. Those who wanted to speak with Him
w'ere, we may say with reverence, His Jewish,
e&rthly relations, those of Israel, with whom He
was connected after the flesh. He replies, when
told of their desire, H Who is my mother? and
who are my brethren? And he stretched forth
his hand toward his disciples, and sain, Behold
my mother and my brethren!" I ask, dear
brethren, have you and I ever had our hearts
touched by this action of the Lord's? They were
a few feeble disciples) but they were those of
whom the Lord could say in John xvii. "They
have received thy words." They were the people
He owned, to whom He stretched forth His hand.
When He was on the mounb of transfiguration
there they were in fear and asleep, but He came
and He touched them. Oh, the touch of the
Lord! The sense that I am having to do with
Him! Moses and Elia3 had passed away, and
they were with" Jesus only." These actions of
the Lord are very beautiful. The stretching
forth His hand to those who did the will of HiR
Father in heaven. The Father's will was that
they should come to Christ. Now if we are COna

scious of having found in Christ the new centre)
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and of being in His company according to the
will of the Father (it is the portion of every
saint), the love of the Lord in these touching
actions will come home to us.

Though we cannot get in the Old Testament
the £ulness which we find in the New, yet we
get beautiful principles in it. Turning to Malachi
let us see how the Lord opens it. There had
been fresh failure; they had been brought out of
the consequences of the original break-down­
out of the captivity of Babylon; they had the
sense of the Lord's mercies to thelll. The Lord
had not failed; neither had His love failed; He
did not give them up. He had brought them
out, and had brought them back to Jerusalem;
He had returned to Jerusalem with Inercies ; and
here sometime afterwards, if wc take this book,
what a failure! What a breakdown again in those
who had come back! What a loss of all sense of
,vhat God's thoughts were about them! But
God does not give up His thoughts. If we open
the Book of Malachi what do we find? "I have
loved you, saith the Lord." How could He give
them up? Again, in Hosea xi. 1, "When Israel was
a chi~q, then I loved him," and therefore (in
ver. 8), U How shall I give thee upJ Ephraim?"
In the epistle to LaodiceaJ the last church
addressed by the Lord, what does He say?
"As many as I love; I rebuke and chasten."
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Are we conscious of the love of the Lord?
"I have loved you, saith the Lord." Well
we shall all of us have to own-I have not
answered to it! But that is how He begins,
"I have loved you ;" and then He has to go
through their conduct, and tell them what they
had done, and point out where they had not
answered to His love. Perhaps to many of
us while we have been at these meetings the
Lord has been pointing out where we have
not answered to the blessed communications of
His grace ; where we have failed. "Every man
knows the plague of his own heart," as we have
it in the prayer of Solomon; but here are the
Lord's words) " I have loved you." Have we not
been conscious of it while together? Have we

not been conscious of the present interest of
Christ in His saints? That has not flagged.
He has to go through all their conduct and
bring it home to them. What is the effect of
it ? "Then they that feared the Lord spake
often one to another: and the Lord hearkened
and heard, and a book of relnembrance was
written before him for them that feared the
Lord and that thought upon his name." They
thought on His nalne and what was due to it.
Their own blessing would surely follow if that is
put first-CC a blessing poured out that there is
Dot room to receive it." But that is not the first
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thought, nor would we go away from these
meetings with merely the thought that a bless­
ing has been n1inistered to our own souls; but
able to say, U I have found out a little more than
ever what a centre Ohrist is [ I was more than
ever drawn to His interests and to Himself."
The Lord had challenged them by saying, "If
I then be a father, where is mine honour? and
if I be a master, where is my fear?" In those
that feared the Lord, it had produced an answer,
and they thought upon His name. And now
the Lord as it were stretches out His hand to
them. (C And they shall be mine, saith the Lord
of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels."
I do not want to give any sort of feeling that we
are the people, but He can, in the service of His
gr~ce to us, make us conscious of what His love
is to His own. I want those words" They shall
be mine" to greatly affect us. The consciousness
of His love will link us more with the circle
of His interests. We shall be more drawn to
Him.

Those verses (chap. iii. 16, 17) give us the
character of the remnant. Then in chapter iv.
there is the promis~ to this remnant that the
Sun of righteou:sness should arise, but they are
Ineanwhile called to "Remember the law of
Moses. . . . which· I commanded unto him in
Horeb, with the statutes and judgments." The
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glory had not come in yet; and as a present
thing they had to abide in the dispensation God
had established. We are in that which began at
Pentecost. There is the house in ruin around us,
and we have to go back to what was at the
beginning, and learn what was Paul's teaching
and doctrine about the house of God. It is not
that the Lord has set up anything fresh. The
glory has not COllle yet. There was nothing
fresh in those days; they had to turn back to the
law, the statutesand judgmentsgivento Moses; and
when you come to the book of Luke) that is just
where you find Zacharias and Elizabeth, "walk­
ing in all the commandments and ordinances of
the Lord, blameless.n It is to that remnant the
Lord comes according to the pronlise here given:
" Unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of
righteousness arise with healing in his wings."
(Chap. i v. 2.) Every saint will be taken up
when the Lord comes for His own, but the
promises come in a special way to the remnant­
those who overcome. Then He says, "I will
send you Elijah the prophet." That to my mind
is very beautiful. Moses hrought out the dis­
pensation, but there never was a moment when
God had not a witness. It was at the darkest
moment of Israel's history that prophecy Came

out. When Ichabod was written on everything,
then Samuel was raised up, and so the Lord reminds
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Israel (Hos. xi. 10): It I have also spoken by the
prophets. And I have multiplied visions and
used similitudes by the ministry of the prophets."
It is most beautiful to see before them thus the
sense of J-lis first love to them and of His ultimate
purpose. Elijah was to come and prepare the
way of the Lord, John came in the spirit of
Elijah a witness to Israel that the dayspring
from on high had visited them. We have to go
back to Paul and learn what the church is to
Christ, and what it is as the house of God. We
have been recalled to that, but is He not also
calling us to relnember that the virgins go out
to meet the Bridegroom? Is He not giving a
ministry which will have the effect of waking us
up to meet Him? He is shewing us that we
have not only a Saviour, but a Saviour in glory?
We have all His tender lninistry, all His grace,
all His compassion, calling our hearts back. Only
let us be in this state, fearing the Lord, receiving­
the ministry, thinking upon His name! The
Lord grant it !

T. H. R.

...
•



HEAVENLY ENDO\VMENT.
(ACTS I. 6-8; LUKE XXIV. 49-53.)

I JUST desire to connect a little these verses and
the truth they present with what has already
been before us this morning. I anl struck
with the fact that after you pass the first part
of Ephesians, particularly the parts already
alluded to, it is all pOlver-power in chapter
i., power in chapter Hi., power again in chapter
vi. Shall I say in chapter i. it is 1)atte1'1~

power; that is the character of the po\ver that
works in us in chapter iii. for communion,
and that works fO?" us in chapter vi. for conflict?
I believe it is so; and I believe it is an
immense help to get the sense of,"that in our
souls. The nloment we come into the sphere
that is here so blessedly unfolded to us, we Inust
expect, as we have had already pressed on us,
the deadliest conflict; the moment we reach the
circle of God's interest, not Inerely in doctrine but
being, in our souls' intelligence, in the circle of
God's present interest, there expect the deadliest
and hottest part of the fight. But then that is
where the powe1' as it were awaits us to conduct
to victory. That is an immense lift to the heart,
and we find as well all the po,,"er that is neces-
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sary to keep before our souls all the blessedness
of the Person where He is.

But there is one especial point I really want
~o dwell upon. As the Person is in the place
and Christ is the heavenly object in the place,
the heavenly Man now in heaven, so here we
have the heavenly power, and that is a person
too, even God the Holy Ghost. It is a great cheer
distinctly and clearly to get the sense of that
in our souls. I t is not the Spirit of God as un
i,njluence, as we may have thought in former
days; but He, the Comforter, is a heavenly
pOtVe1". cc When the Comforter is COlne whom
I will send unto vou from the Father." He isa

aJ

heavenly Comforter; but that heavenly Com-
forter is in heavenly personality presented to
us as Comforter and power here. Not only
is there a Person in heaven and in glory with
whom and to whom we are united, but the
power that united us to Him is the One who
has COlue fronl Him in the scene where He
is as the exalted One. He knows what surrounds
Christ there, and unfolds all that to us here in the
place where Christ was, i~ not, but where we are.
It is not only a power on earth that connects us
with Hilll in affection and heart" but the power
on earth has come fronl heaven, as sent directly
from Christ.

What is so striking in .A.cts i. is that their
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thoughts were connected with e8rth; they were
looking for something on the earth. Are we?
We can easily enough detect how that in past
times their minds and thoughts were detained in
connection with the sphere of their blessing, and
that they were too slow to allow themsel ves to
be carried into the new sphere; but were they
not in their day truer to their blessing and the
character of it, whose sphere was earth, than we
are to what is ours? I see how tenaciously they
clung to the earth, the more so as they embraced
in their hearts promise of blessing here, as is said
of their worthies: "These all died in faith, not
having received the promises, but having seen thern
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and em­
braced them, and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.~~

Look at Hezekiah. What an agony he was
in! Why? Because he was about to leave the
sphere where all his blessing ,vas. I do not
think it was the thought of judgment, but he
was pre-eminently an earthly man in the sphere
of his blessing down here on earth which death
would terminate for him. It was intolerable to
him to have to leave the place of his prospects
with no links outside it.

Reverse it for a moment-it ought to be
the other way with us: that it would be a
terrible loss to us not only to be dissociated
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from the sphere of our blessing, but from the
blessed Person in that place. If you look at
it in that way it is an immense thing. Wherevel"
there was faith and trueness of heart to the
revelation of God's mind for the moment, real
divine affection of heart, there they tenaciously
clung to the thing God had given. This consti­
tuted the great difficulty with the disciples,even
to take them out of earthly things; the great
difficulty was to get them to enter into the
new sphere and order of blessing which God was
introducing, and which was not bounded by
times and seasons.

Verse 9, II And when He had spoken these
things, while they beheld he was taken up; and
a cloud received him out of their sight:' I think
that word in Acts i. is important, as shewing the
complete close of the previous order of things be..
fore the new order was introduced in its full power
in connection with the Holy Ghost. As He spake
these words a cloud received Hilll out of their
sight. I confess to D1Y mind it is a distinct intima­
tion that now has come the complete close of the
previous order of things, which was one of sight
and sense, and which sight and sense took cogniz­
ance of. He was relnoved from sight and they
saw Him no more. The new order is in the
power of the Spirit,and is connect~d with the Lord
Jesus Christ, who is the Second man) risen from
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the dead, the last Adam. But it is the power of
the One who was to come froln Him who is
exalted I want to direct you to. The Spirit had
not yet come here in Acts i. " Ye shall receive
power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you." To me that is an important point. He
turns the heart and eye off what is visible to
what is invisible, and it is not only power, but
you shall receive the power of the Holy Ghost
coming upon you. Heavenly power; power
from the One Himself really who was going on
high into the Father's glory, as the last Adam,
into the new sphere of blessing, new for nlan,
There never will be any other order of man that
He will recognise; the risen Man is not merely the
Second Adam but the Last. It is everything to
be possessed by this! I believe ,ve have some­
times confounded the two expressions, and have
thought they meant the same. The" Second
Man " is the One who has displaced the first. The
first has no history now before God. The
" Last" is the one, permanent, abiding order of
Inan before God. There is no other order nov{.
There is nothing beyond or after Hinl; and we
are of that order. "And ye shall be witnesses
unto me:" the word is literally lllartyrs.

I feel convinced of this; that along with the
positive blessedness of being with Christ there,
and all the glory and blessedne~s that belong to
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Him in that scene where He is, if in affection and
heart our souls were carried up to Birn where He
is, we should be descriptive of Hirn here. Of
course it would all come out by the power of the
Spirit of God. What would we look for here?
Nothing but to be martyrs, witnesses for Christ.
What would we -expect as passing through this
world? To be let alone? I don't speak now of
the' conflict in fighting God's battles, but is it
quietness and rest that ,,'"e look for in our
pilgrinl life? Is it ease we are looking for? I
believe if we were in the energy and power of the
Holy Ghost COllie down from heaven, connecting
us with the blessed One who is gone up, it vlould
be martyrdoln in this world we should look for;
it would be suffering. What is the church in this
world but a witness for God, a sUffering testi­
mony? The church is a called out company for
God here in the nlidst of the hostility of a world
departed from God, and if we have the sense in
our souls of being energised by that heavenly
power, we realise the only power to bring our
souls up to Christ in heaven, and as well to
occupy us with that blessed, glorified Christ as a
living reality, to bring Him before our souls. I
say again, what other power is there? whether it
be for service, or worship, or testimony, or com­
munion ? I am sure we must all agree that the
only worship suited to our calling is heavenly, the
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only service, heavenly service, the only witness,
heavenly witness.

In John xv. the Spirit's witness is spoken of in
two ways. le The Comforter whom I will send
unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of
truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he
shall testify of me," that is, " of Me" in glory, of
Me in heaven. He is the only power by which
V\"e can know anything of Christ in heaven; the
only power oy which we can be united to Him­
and thus it is that the glories of Christ as there,
are opened to UR.

That raises a very serious question, and one
which we would do well to consider, namely, how
dependent we are upon the energy and power of
the Spirit of God as to our souls' apprehension of
it! Also how dependent on Him we are as to
communion, or reading the scriptures, or knowing
Christ where He is, His present interest,>, all that
surrounds Him in glory. If the Spirit of God is
not that power that works in us as we get it here­
that very power we have in Ephesians iii., what
weakness must be ours!

Just a word now to connect this with those
closing verses of Lu;ke xxiv. I think there is a
beautiful, tender touch of the Lord in those
closing verses. Having announced the coming of
the Comforter, the promise of the Father (how
sweet that He should be promised as sent from
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the Father and the Son, as well as from the glory
where the Son is, ver. 49), the Lord says, "Tarry
ye in the city of JOerusalem until ye be endued
(or endowed) with power from on high." This, I
believe, is not merely the endowment of the indi­
vidual, but true church endo,vment; the true
proper endowrnent of the church, though it is the
endowment of the individual too. There are
both aspects of the Holy Ghost's presence: He is
in the individual, and in the church. He is the
power of the individual; but here, I believe it is
properly church endowment. Then, we are told,
({ He led them out as far as to Bethany." I do
not \vant to dwell in any sentimental way upon
Bethany, but I do think it is remarkable that
the blessed Lord found only in this spot that
,,'"hich was congenial to Him. I feel that that
ilnpart~ a meaning to the fact that it was from
Bethany that He left this world. Bethany was
the only place on earth, the one place where, if
we might say so, He had a home. He who was
a stranger all through this world, found only in
this place that which was agreeable to Him.
Such was Bethany. I feel as if that imparted an
ilnmense character to His leaving this world.

He departed out ot this world to the Father
from Bethany, where alone His heart had been
lninistered to: this place was the platform of His
exodus. How touching the whole scene here is, as
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we follow in con1pany with the risen Lord and
His disciples, and see Him leading them out as far
as Bethany, and lifting up His hands in blessing.
To me it imparts a distinct character as to what
this world was to Christ.

I was struck lately in reading the gospel of
John with the fact that it is not Iris death, as
8'uch, that is brought before us in it, but His
leaving the ,vorlcl, and going to the Father. I
think you find it all through the gospel; it is the
character of His departure. No dOllbt He went
out by dying; but it is the fact of His going back
to the Father, out of the world, \vhere He had
come from the Father. Is there not a great deal
in this one thing more, namely, in the expression,
" He lifted up his hands and blessed them?" I
cannot but feel that there ,vas a peculiarity in
that blessing bestowed upon.theln by Himself as
the departing One. What He then gave ,vas to
remain with them until the power came that was
to unite them to Him. That is the way I read it.
He gives them His parting blessing: it was the
earnest of the grace in His heart that relnained
with them from Himself until the power caUle
down from Him in the place where He was.

Some one has said that for that kind of blessing
and for that character of blessing we must be
"led out." I believe it is perfectly true. It is a
peculiar, distinct kind of blessing that connects
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us ,vith the Lord Jesus Christ (anticipatively) in
the place He has gone into; and after its -fullest
and nlost perfect expression, \vith the heavenly
character that He could give from the place of
exaltation, "He," the exalted, glorified Onc,
,: hath shed forth this '\vhich ye no\v see and
hear." ()h! how· dependent ,ye are upon Him in
that "\vay. ,

Son18 have said lately (by \vay of reproach to
us) that ,ve do not honour the Spirit of God in
these last days as saints did in ~arlier times.
jlav ,ve be exercised that it should be so said.

"'
~\ssurculy it is a question for our hearts to weigh
and consider. One thing is clear, that \ve are not
al"Tays, nor are we all ready, to folIo'v His
gracious lead into the heavens \vhere our Saviour
is, and thus to taste in all their SVleetness of those
true grapes of Eshcol, those heavenly joys, which
" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
(lntered into the heart of lllan, the things ,vhich
God hath prepared for them that love him. But
God hath revealed thenl unto us by his Spirit."
Thus the heavenly things a1'1e revealed; may they
be further revealed to 1.t8 by the same bles~ed..
Spirit for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake.

W. T. T.



"THE LORD-OUR SI-IEPHEI{D."
(PSALlH XXIII. ; I-IEB. XIII. 20.)

I FEEL, beloved brethren, free to say a fe,v \\7'ord&
on this 'Yonderfnl Psalm in connection ,vith ,vhat
we had brougl1t before us this lllorning. It ,yas­
much inlpressed upon 11ly heart, the thought of
where the Lord brings us (\YC have had it before­
us too, in this hymn), close to the side of the­
blessed Lord:

" Close to Thy trnstcLl :-;i<.1e
In fellow~hip divine,"~

,vhich surely should be true of us even no,y.
What does the Lord bring us to that ,vonder­

fnl place for? 'Ve see His gracious, loving
shepherd care in it all. " He led then1 out as fal"'
as to Bethany," the place where He ,vas "at
hOlne." He has brought us to that spot, and it
is as the risen Christ He has brought us there.
That is the reason ,vhy I read that verse in
Hebrew's, ",·here ,ve get Him as the great Shep­
herd. Three times He comes before us in scrip­
ture as the Shepherd. The good Shepherd \vho­
gives His life for the sheep. 'Vc see Hiu1 giving
IIis life in PRa] Il1 xxii., the good Shepherd; and
,ve may say in Psalnl xxiv., connected as it is.

AI ..
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with the'glory, as the chief Shepherd, as Peter
presents Him; and we get HiIII as the great
Shepherd surely here in His "\vondrous grace and
love. The great Shepherd who goes before in
grace and love in resurrection, leading on His
sheep. And then in Psalm xxiv. we get Him in
nU the glory and· dignity of His Person enter-
- -Ing In.

A fe\\~ thoughts in reference to the place we
are in, in risen life. He leads on each one of us.
'fhat is ,vhy I \votlld link the thought of the
great Shepherd with this Psahn (not the chief
Shepherd, that is more in relation to the servant),
but here as the great Shepherd He leads on the
youngest as llluch as the oldest. He goes before
each one of the flock; it is surely common pro­
perty. "\Vhat a place it opens out for us, between
the cross and the glory! Psahn xxii. gives us
the cross; Psahn xxiv., the glory; Psalnl xxiii.,
the present pathway, led on by a risen Christ in
glory. "The Lord is lny shepherd." "He led
theln out as far as to Bethany." vVhat for? To
.-nake us lie down in green pastures, to refresh
our souls, to lead us beside the still \vaters, to
Inake us satisfied in His presence. What won­
derful pastures they are! Am I at home there?
Yes. \Vhy? Is there no question; none to ques­
tion lily right? No; because He ·leads me. He
has Ine by the hand, He is there in front of rue.
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No one can question the right, of each lamb i.n
the flock to be in the Shepherd's presence. He
leads me; He nlake3 nle to lie dowD. Ho\v
blessed that is! The gentle pressure of His
hand upon the shoulder, as it \vere, to make Ine
lie down at rest in the green pastures, ~.nd

beside the still \vatel's. At rest! we kno\v the
aninlal never lies do\vn till he is content, is
satisfied. What a thought for us to lie do\vn
satisfied in such a place. Green pastures, still
\vaters, everything speaks of rest and blessedness
for the soul.

\Ve ,vere a little renlinded of it this lnorning
in Matthew xi.·. in its fullest sense. " C0111e
unto me, and I will give you rest." "Learn of
111e." That is rest, learning fraill the Shepherd,
the One to \vhom ,ve ha·v~e been brought; learn­
ing in I-lis own preAence. It is the place of
each lamb to be in His presence. I t is the only
place \vhere \ve can learn Him. .Or course it is
from the word we learn of Hin1, but it rnust be in
His presence, and in company \vith Hin1self;
and then FIe feeds us. "He leadeth me beside
the still water~." They \vere not "still" \vhen He
passed through thenl. It is what His grace has
Blade it ali for us. It is all "still" that we nlay
get all the blessedness of it.

"He restoreth 111y soul, he leadeth nle in the
paths of righteousness for his narue's sake." It



'CC THE LORD-OUR SHEPHERD." 133

seems to me the end of verse 8 is a kind of
passag;eway out from verse 2 to verse 4. I
think this Psalm xxiii. is going out. You know
in John x.) where we get the good Shepherd, 'vc
get these WO~d8; "I am the door, and .... he
shall go in and out and find pasture." I think
'vc may see that.a little here. There is a bad
kind of (C in and out" which we ought never to
kno'v; I mean" in and out" of His presence as to
cOlumunion; but there is another kind of "in
and out." "Ve are in His presence in a special
,vay in nleetings like these; but if He does not
COlne before they close ,ye have to go out and
face the every-day life with all its trials and
difficulties. Then see where He leads us_U in
the paths of righteousness." A path is a very
different thing froll1 the grass. You get the
grass in verse 2, "green pastures." The sheep
cannot lie do,vn in the wrong place there; they
are perfectly safe, perfectly secure; they can lie
dow'n anywhere. But no,v He says, "I am
going to lead you out;" and what we have had
so blessedly brought before us to-day is that ,ve
have abundant po,ver to rneet all the need, but it
is in His presence and from Himself. He still
goes before us. 'Vhen you get the thought of
the path it is not at all the san1e thing as the
grass. That brings you do\vn here again to this
present scene) and then w"e have to be\vare of the
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grass. All right when ,ve have it in His o,vn
presence theTc, but when we COlue to the imita­
tions of Satan do\vn hc'l'c, the best thing we can
do is to keep off the grass and keep to the path.
1....on have often seen a notice put in the parks,
"Keep off the grass," or " Keep to the paths." It
is what the Lord says to us. The path. is the
only safe place for us. 'Vhy? Because it is the
only place where He leads us. He does not lead
us where Satan is ready to allure) because he

"
has his counterfeits-there is Balaam as well as
Cain, seduction as \veIl as open opposition.
Keep off the grass! Keep close to Christ. H(:~

leads us in the path.
'Vhere does the path\vay bring us? It may be

to the very saUle spot \vhere it brought Hiln~to
death! Haveyouevernoticec1 in verse 4 the change
in the pronouns? "Though I \valk through the
valley of the shadow of death I \viII fear no evil,
for thou art with r;ne." Tt is no longer" He" and
" 1ne~" It is very intensely personal. He leads
me, and it may he to \vhere I have to meet
death in some forD) or another. I am speaking
of the principle, of death as that \vhich leads to
the cutting off of earthly hopes and earthly joys.
"Yea, though I ,valk through the valley of the
shadow of death." It ,vas more than the shado,v
for Hinl; it was the substance in all its reality;
it was real death for the blessed Christ of God.
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'Ve have often thought of those two scenes; the
one in John xix., " they caUle to Jesus and found
that he ,vas dead already." He was tIle Prince
of Life, but it ,vas real death.. The other,
Stephen, \ve have been renlinded of to-day, and
'vhat \ve get unfolded in that \vondrous scene.
lIe kneeled do\vn and prayed for his lnurderers ;
and "\vhon he had said these words he fell
asleep." The ~Iaster must di-e that the servant
Inight fall asleep. It \vas real death for
Christ' that it luight be the shado\v of death
for us.

'Ve all kno\v there are t\yO kinds of shadows;
there i~ the shado\v of \vhat is cOIning and the
shado\v of \vhat is passed. God grant that for
each in this rtlOnl it Inay be the shadow of what
is passed! It is an a,vful thing if it is the
shado\v of what is cOllling. For the unsaved
soul it i8 the shadow of coming death. This
\vorld is the vallev of the shadow of death. It.,

is the thing that Inakes this \vorld wl~etched. It is
the shado\v that is over every soul that has not
got Christ; it is the shadow of his own death
that is over the life of every unconverted soul.
)Ien say death is the only certainty, and so it is
for man ((;8 nlan. .Is it so for us ? No! We can
say, "0 death, where i~ thy sting?" For the
Christian it is the shadow of \vhat is past; it is
the shadow of His death all over this world for
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him; not the shadow" of our death but of H,j8~

As we often sing:
Death and juc1g1uent axe behiutl us,

Grace and glory a,re before;
All the billows rolled o'er JeSllS-

TheTe they spent their utmost po"\ver.

It is the shadow of the past, not of the future.
Is the shado\v of His death for IHe, no\v tinginK
everything in this ,vorld and making it look
different? The death of Christ is the only thing
that can nlake things different here; His death
casting its Rhado\y over everything here.

I wanted just to say a ,vord on those pronouns.
Of course there are tinl€S of change ,vith us.
Not ,,"ith the blessed. Lord Himself. He was
always the same; no change \vith HilU. He was
the same, passing through the valley or on the
mount of God. But there are tillles, alas! ,vC':

kno'v it too 'Yell, when ,ve cannot in honesty of
soul say much about" Ile " and" Ale," because \ve
are not up to it; ,ve cannot say much about His.
dealings ,vith us, because ,ve kno,v so little of
them. But I believe there is not a Il10rnent Vlhen
I cannot look up and say "Tlton" and" I." "I
\vill fear no evil, for thou art ,vith Ine." There
may be tinles ,,~hen I cannot say much about
what I find Hitn to be to me, but there is not a
Inoment ,vhen ,ve cannot speak to Hinlself.

The Lord gives us seasons of encouragel11ent
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such as ,ve have had these two days. What is it
for? It n1ay be that ,ve must expect worse diffi­
culties and trials than ,ve have had; but ,vhatever
it is we can look up and say, " I ,viII fear no evil,
for Thou art ,vith ll1e." This is just w 11at I
specially 'wished to bring before your hearts; and
then what a blessed ending! "Surely goodness
and n1ercy shall follo\v file all the days of llly

]ife." (,rer. G.) \Vhat follo'vs life? Men say
death, but there is not a word of death here.
Goodness and nlercy all the days of my life, and
I shall d,vell in the house of the Lord for ever~

That is "that I have got no,,,; that is the Shep­
herd's care all the \vay home. The great Shepherd
ever before Inc. If He ,,,as the Shepherd to
Israel, is He not for us no,v in a greater ,vay?
No greater really, but greater to us, because ,ye
l-:now luore of it. It is all there for us. All that.
He has, He has for each one of His own; the
\~ame love,. the same tender care for each one; the
"rod and the staff" for each one; the rod of
po\vcr to go before 1118; the staff of correction
'" hich ,ye all often need; it is all for us as ,ve go­
along. Ah; "'8 can say indeed, " My cup runneth

"over.
"Thou preparest a table before me in the

presence of THine encI11ies." It is His hand
"'8 recognise. l\fay God give us to recognise
His own hand in providing for us! In the
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presence of cnenlics, conflict all round us on
-every hand, He provides us a table. "Vho
-spreads it? 'rhe great Shepherd. It is not, I
-think, the Lord's Table here; but the table
provided by His shepherd care. His sheep
-need sustenance, and He takes care they shall
llave it. 'rhe Shepherd \viII have His sheep
Jed on. I think ,ve have a proof of His cal't~

in \vhat ,ve have had before us these day:"'!.
He wants ns to :-:;it do\vn under His shado\v
in His presence: He leads us there. Then in
-the presence of the enelnies, the head is anointed
',vith oil. "rho are they ,yha have the head
:anointed \vith oil? In the Old Testalnent,
the king, the priest, and the leper ,vere the
"only ones anointed \vith oil. We are therl~

in His presence as kings, as priests; and ,vith
.all our failures l11ay we not say ,ye are there
,as lepers, in the sense of often needing Ilis
--restoring grace? Thero is onr place. " OUi'

",cup runs over.
And then He just SUlllS up: "Surely goodness

:and lnercy shall follo\v 1118 all the days of
111y life." And the end? No death here; no;
the only death Psahn xxiii. speaks of is H'ii:f
death. It ,vill be death for thoso ,vha do not
know Christ, but not for those 'vho kno\v His
.a.eath. His death has ended all the sad, sad history
-of the first man; and no'w' '\vhat is before us?
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Life. "I ,vill cl ,veIl in the house of the Lord
for ever." It is the ans\ver in a little way to
\vhat ,ye had before us-the Holy God dwelling
\vith His people. As if lIe said, " When the tilne
of following is over, ,vhen I get you home \vith
l\Iyself, it \vill be for yOll to dwell ,vith Afe.H

May the Lord -give us to kno\v what we often
sing toget.her-" His presence is our home."
"He leadeth Jne beside the still waters." It
lnay be He sees sOlnethin~ before us, SOlne

sorro\v ,ve kno'v nothing about. God grant
it nlay not be so! Perhaps the next thing
luay be His coming. Psalnl xxiv. is where
Israel conlCS in \vith the King in all His glory
and brightness; but if it be conflict, 1l1ay it still
be 'c His pl'esen~e i~ our bOl11e." The ,vay to
get strength for eontlict is by being in His pre­
sence. May \ve kno\v the tender grass1 the 'green
pastures of His presence! ~Iay He make us

lie do,vn in peace and quietness there! May
,ye lie do\vl1 in His presence and know where
He leads us for His na.me's sake!

J. R. B.



"THE SWORD OF THE I~Ol\D AND
OF GIDEO~ ."

(JUDGES VI. 6-14; VII, 2-7; 1\~L\.TTHEY{ XVII. 14-21.)

\VE had before us this Inorning', beloved brethren r

remarks as to the power of the Holy Ghost, the
power and the resources of God for His people in
an evil day; and vte had last night th~ Captain
of the Lord's host \",ith His dra,vn s\vord in His,
hand; and also the subject of faith.

I have read this afternoon a passage, where, as
often in the Old Testaulent, ,ve find for Our
comfort how the people of God, having brought
themselves into the lo,,~est condition, the nl()st
distressing circnn1stances, by their own sin and
fooli8hnes~, so that there is no excuse whatever
for them, are yet brought out of it in answer to·
their cry: by the intervention of the power of
God; and I ,vant to clra'v attention to the link
there is between faith) our state, and the power
of God.

They ,vere suffering under the hand of their
enemies, as Vole read her8: "Israel ,vas greatly
in1poverished because of the ~Iidianites . , . , and
they cried unto the Lord." It is a beautiful
opening; as you get in Psalnl cyii.: "Then they
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cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he
delivered thenl out of their distresses." Be it
Duly it cry, and a very unintelligent cry too;
and perhaps they did not know what ,vas to
C0111e next; yet "they ci'iecZ tlJrdo the LO')l(l,"
and 'He heard then), and, as \ve had quoted
yesterday, " His soul ,vas grieved for the misery
of Israe1." 'Vell , Hc is unchanged to-day; and all
our resources are in IIim.

But if wre speak of the state of the people
of God, and ho'v God ,vorks, and the' '\vay
His po,ver lnust take consistently ,,,,ith His
o\vn holiness, "'0 lnust always remember that)
\vhatever rnay be their actual condition, nothing
can touch or alter the \vonderful standing before
Hinl in ",~hich His grace has set them. We are
.accepted in the Beloved, and blessed ,vith all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ,
and nothing touches our blessing thc?'c, what­
ever our condition 111[1,y be here. That ,ve mnst
hold fast. But God rnust have reality in us here.
The encu1Y's object, as ,ve heard last night, is to
hinder our settling there, and to luake us settle
here, and then 'vc suffer loss; and one cannot too
~trongly insist upon the principle in Galatians vi.:
"'Vhatsoever a luan Boweth, that shall he also
reap. For he that so\veth to his flesh shall of the
flesh reap corruption; but he that so\veth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting."
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Now that ,ve havc already had the l1ea,;-enly
line of things so fully brought before us, Inlay
freely talk about our state ,vithout its being
supposed that I alll d\velling upon it to the
neglecting or setting aside of standing. To
ignore the question of practical state ,vould do
deadly mischief to the people of God. Depend
npon it, God's dealings in government have to
do ,vith the state of H_is people; and, speaking
\vith all reverence, \yhat sort of :1 God ,vould He
he who ,YQuld be indifferent to the state of His
people whonl He has redcelned oy blood?

What follo\vs the fcast of the Passover? The
feast of unleavened bread. AntI \vhat does tlH~

:tpostle say to the Corinthians? "Christ our
passover is sacrificed for ns, therefore let us keep
the feast, not ,yith old leaven, neither ,vith the
leaven of malice and ,vickedness; but \vith tIle
llnleavened bread of sincerity and truth."

I conclude that no one ,,,ill suppose, that if for
a llloment I look at the {l~'a!J the resources of God
can be used, and th(' 'l~Yl.,y the po,vcr ,vorks, and
tlle 1vay the people of (Jod lay hold of and pl~ac­

tically enjoy their b]e~·sjngs~I ~ay, no one ,viH
suppose I anl raising any question as to the
favour of God to,vard~ us, or as to His love"
or Inaking little of the standing or the place
{)f His people before Hitn. I anl raising no
question as to th[lt, nor as to the bright and
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blessed future before us. Here ,vas a nlOluent
"Then the people 'vere in dire distress and suffer-­
jng for their o"Tn ways under the governUlent of
God. Wc have to kno,v and o,vn .that this is·
the case ,,-ith us.

If I were asked "'hat is the state of Goers­
people on earth now~ I 111USt ans,\ver, without in
the least forgetting His grace, that they are all
:-iuffcring for their ,vays under the governlnent
of God. Peace is a settled thing, and, in one
aspect, sins are never inlputcd to the saints; but
that is not Iny subject no,v. If we ,vant to be
intelligent as to the character of God's thoughts.
for His people to-day, and as to the state of His·
people, we nlust be prepared to take up things.
frotH God's point of vie,v, and ll1ust not be afraid
to look at that side of things in the light of the­
sanctuary...

Take the prayer of Daniel, his full confession
before God. Is not the actnal state of the people
before hinl? " 'Ve have sinned and have com­
Initted iniquity, and have done ,vickedly, and
have rebelled .... neither have ,ye hearkened unto­
thy servants the prophets .... neither 11ave ,,"'e­
obeyed the voice of the Lord our God to walk in
his la,vs 'vhich he set before us ;" and so on. It is
n. blessed thing that the nlan ,yho can take it up,
and all the slutlne and sorro\v, is the very one
,,,ho can say, ,: To the Lord our God belong-
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mercies and forgivenesses:" he is the one \yho
can draw upon grace.

Look at l\foses-it is another instance of the
sanle thing. He says they are a stiff-necked and
rebellious people, and on that very ground he
\vould have God go up ,vith them. He wonld
be the one to be cut off and blotted out that the
people may be taken in. The very ground that
God kne\v an about the people was the ground
he could take up that God ~hould go on ,vith
thern. What \vill the heathen say? 'Vhy shonJd
they say that God brought out a people into the
\vilderness and ,vas not able to bring thenl iIlto
the land?

So here in the salne \vay, the cry goes up frOllt

the people of God, and God hears the cry.
But ho\v does He work deliverance? 'Vhat is

the first thing? Does the p0\Ver C0111e in at
once? Are they at once delivered froll1 the foe?
Oh, no! \Vhat is the first step? The Lord sent
a prophet to them, and the true state of the C[Lse

is exposed, and the prophet speaks in the na111t'
of J ehovah. It .is a beautiful passage. He SU111S

up their history: " I brought you up out of Egypt;
I delivered you," &c., in fact it is an account of
all that God has done. As if He said, There is
nothing on My side; no fault on .2vly side; I have
done all this; I have done everything for you;
turned out every foe, and brought you into this
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land-and \vhat then? ~O\V the truth must
come out: U But ye lutve not obeyed 'l1ty voice."

Is not that the secret \vith us individually and
collectively? Disobedience-departure from the
path of obedience, the path the word marks onto
It is the laluentation right through the prophets,
H Ye have not obeyed.a Read Jeremiah-read
the prophets-read the pleadings of God's heart
\vith His people in the Psalms and the prophets:

H Oh, that my people had hearkened unto me,
that Israel had walked in llly ways! . . . . I
should soon have subdued their enemies, and
turned my hand against their adversaries." "He
should have fed thelll also \vith the finest of the
,vheat, and \vith honey out of the rock would I
have satisfied thee." "~Iy people would not
hearken to my voice." "Israel '\vould none of
lne." "So I gave thern up unto their own
hearts' lusts." And in Isaiah again: :, I have
nourished and brought up children, but they
have rebelled against lne." Departure; that
is the one word. I have brought theln up and
they have departed.

Then ,ve find: "There calue an angel of the
Lord, and sat under an oak which was at
'Ophrah." The character of Judges is, there
\vas no king in Israel: "Every man did that
which was right in his O\Vll eyes." The people
:sin repeatedly and turn again to God, and He
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raises up deliverers-a left-handed luan, or a
timid man, or a woman. "Gideon threshed
wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the
~Iidianites." Just ,vhere God chose, in the
sovereignty of His grace to raise up an instru­
ment, there He worked and acted.

And God had now His favoured instl'Unlent in
this man, ",.hose family ,vas poor in ~ranasseh,

and he the least in his father's house. This nlan
,vas passing through exercise of soul. He is·
a timid n1an, but an exercised n1an: "Oh, my
Lord, if the Lord be with US, ,vhy then is all this­
1efallen us? " 'VeIl, he ,vas an exercised ~oul

and interested in the people of G'od, and he :sa,,~

the reality of the state in which the people Were.
'Vhere are all His miracles? \Vhere is the out-­
'Yard display of His po\yer? And Gideon in
a way inclined to give up, says, "'\Thy is all
this befallen us ?"

But he is not rebuked for contrasting the­
present with the past; the Lord takes notice
of it; He takes kno\vledge of the soul that
is exercised. ,Ve ~rere praying for exercise
of -heart and conscience; ,veIl, the Lord takes
knowledge of it. After, ,,"e find He is educating
llim. He looked on him, and said, "Go in this
thy Inight." Signs are given him, the ~on­

firmation of his faith. Everything must be put
right between Gideon and God.
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After he ,has gone through his education he
goes on in faith; though he did it by night,
he throws down the altar of Baal that his father
had. It is another proof of where the people
'verc. Gideon has to face all the full result
of his act, and the persecution that would
]ul,ye come upon -him but for the intervention
of God. God uses this vessel) but the vessel
has to be set right in his o,vn circle and to be
brought into moral correspondence with the
claims and character of a holy God. This is the
kind of man He is going to use for the de­
li verance of His people.

I \vaut to bring out the \vay God deals with
the instrument of His po\ver, the ,vay the power
\vorks in the instrulnent. If God is going to
nse a people or an individual He 'Yill bring that
l)eople or that individual into a state that owns all
His claims, with a self-judged state that is con­
sistent ,vith Himself and vvhich recognises what
is suitable to His glory.

~fhe same principle applies to the people ,vho
nccolnpanied Gideon in chapter vii.: cc The people
arc too many." Numbers are nothing to God,
l,ut state is. The fearful are dismissed first, and
the rest are tested. No doubt in bringing them
do,vn to the ,vater "re get (in the water) a figure
of nlcrcies by the way; He brings them down,
and the result ,of the testing was that God
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chose those 'vho lapped and ,vent forward, those
only ,yha received mercy as something by the
way. "By the three hundred luen that lapped
will I save you."

I do not go into the details of the victory, the
broken pitchers w'ith the lamps and the trumpet.s ;
the barley-cake that tumbled into the host of
~1.idian; the cry-c. The s,vord of the Lord and of
Gideon;" but the victory ,vas won and the
people were delivered from their enen1ies by tl1L~

sword of the Lord and of Gideon.
I merely touch on Matthe\v xvii., to shew that

the state of the disciples ,vas the real hindrancc.
They had been on the mountain, and ,vhen they
come down they lneet the power of the fOt\

We have to lneet the po\ver of the foe; an \.1
the evil state is not only ,vithout but 'vithin.
This is the terrible feature of the day: it is
\vhat Paul spoke of '\vhen he left thenl at
Ephesus: "I kno\v this, that after my depart­
ing shall grievous ,valves enter in aUlong
you, not sparing the flock, also of your own
selves shall nlen arise speaking perverse things
to draw aWTay disciples after them." The evil
enters £ron1 without t and the evil breaks out
\vithin ; and in the presence of evil without and
within, the power is unchanged, but there i~

inability to use the power.
The man brings the child to the disciples and
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they cannot cast the devil out. But had the Lord
'"

not committed po,,~er to them? Had He not sent
thenl to cast out devils? Did they not come back
"'ith joy and say, Lord, even the devils are
~ubject unto us through th~y nanle? Why) then,
t.his inability? "I brought hitn to thy disciples
and they could not cure birn."

No'v look at the rebuke that falls from the
Lord's blessed lips: "0 faithless and perverse
generation, ho'v long shall I be with you? how
]oug shall I suffer you? bring hi1n hither to ?ne.
c!\ntl Jesus rebuked the devil, and he departed
ont of him: and the child ,vas cured froul that
Yel'y hour. Then canle the disciples to Jesus
npnrtJ and said, 'Vhy could not \ve cast him out?
And Jesus said unto them, because of your un­
IH.:1ief .... ho\vbeit, this kind goeth not out but
Z)// prc(;yer and fasting."

'Ye have had prayer already before us, now it
is prayer and fasting. Their state ,vas not up to
the luark, and their faith could not reckon on
the power.

'Ve have the same principle of testing of
state in tl1c passage in Luke ,vhere you get the
great supper. The invitation is \vorld-\vide, all
Hrc~ invited to COfile into tIle 11ouse, and the house
11lUSt be filled. "Go out into the high\vays and
]ledges and conlpel them to come in that my
house may he filled." Then great lllultitudes
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followed Him; and what did the Lord say'?
"Whosoevel~ dotl1 not bear his cross and C01118

after me, cannot be my disciple."
First we have the ,vorld-,vide invitation of

grace., But next lIe says, there is a path for the
disciple; and '(J.:ho ,vill be lily disciple? That is
the next thing. There is the ,vorld-\vide gospel
that gathers and brings in; but 'vhat have \VC

come to ? Well, you say, ,ve have come to all
the blessedness of the shepherd care, and of
the green pasture3 that we have been hearing
of. That is quite true, we l1ave come to the
l)lessedness of the One on high, to the High
Priest too; but ,ve have also COlne to the path
and to Hhn ,yha has trodden it; ,ve have COlne

to the One ,yha can say, " Follo\v thou 1ne;" \ve
llave come to a path\vay of po\ver, and ho\v doe~

the po,ver ,vork? It ,,~orks inwardly first.
What do we find in 2 Corinthians iv.? After

he has dealt ,vith and corrected ,all the grossne:-;s
and corruption of the flesh in the first Epistle, ana
the rod ha3 done its 'York, ,vhat do you get in the
second Epistle? I get, in this chapter, the 111ani­
festation of the power of life in these lllol'tal
bodies, through death \vorking in then1; and that
is the way the po,ver ,vorks.

Therefore we have the t'NO things. The most
perfect confidence in Him whose resources are
unbounded, ,vho 'Yields all the power of God,
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\vhose arnl i.~ not shortened that He cannot save.
There is 110 lilnit to the power of God, and no
limit to ,vhut He can do for the souls that wait
upon Him. But what does He want? Broken
lnaterial, clean vessels. Look at 2 Thnothy : " A
vessel unto honour," which is outward purging
fronl the vessels to dishonour; but that is a result;
it is the effect of in\varu self judgment as to what
is inconsistent with Hilnself-the practical appli­
cation of the cross to the flesh in us.

Our brother, last night) took us up to putting
on the arnlOUl", but he did not touch on tIle
details. 'Ve have po\ver f01~ us in Ephesians i.,
power ,in us in chapter iii.) power to be for God in
chapter vi. '·Ve hava had it to-day brought be­
fore us. But ,,,hat is the arlnour? The arlnour
is not standing, though I Inust be in the
heavenlies to put it on. The arnlour is just
the link oet\veen faith and power, so that the
three are :11 \vays together-faith, state, power.

Let us look at it for a lTIoment, for I want to
press it npon our hearts, in connection with that
verse: H The people are too 11lany for Ine."

A great Inany things happen which we can
only understand in a day of ruin and brokenness,
if ,ve bring to l)ear upon them the light of the
governlnent of God. I luake a distinction
between the government of God, His ways with
His people, and His grace. God's o,vn sovereign



152 TRUTH FOR THE TIlIE.

power can come in and act for His o,vn glory, no
matter what the state of His people. Still the
principle abides, "\Vhatsoever a man so\veth that
shall he also reap." If I sow suspicion and dis­
trust of the brethren, I shall reap the fruit of
suspicion and distrust of the brethren. And if
saints sow sects and parties, they ,vill reap the
bitter fruit of sects and parties. There is not an
individual amongst us ,vho in his or her o\vn
history does not kno,v that ,vhat ,ve have so\vn
that ,ve have reaped. It is in Iuea-sure as ,ve
sow the things of Christ that \ve shall reap the
things of Chris t.

I would not put a burden upon any RanI in this
room, but this principle applies to us in our ,valk
here, and, as surely as that principle applies, so
does another: that the path\vay of blessing is the
path,vay of obedience and self-denial, \valking as
Christ walked.

Our brother luade a remark this lllorning about
John's ,vritings ,vhich I ,,,,ish he had unfolded.
How John fitted in ,vith Paul. I have no doubt
in my nlind but that the blessed God has had a
purpose to teach His people lTIOre of the' blessed­
ness of the writings of John, and that the great
object of the devil has been to hinder the people
of God getting hold of the truth, ,vhether in the
Gospel or the Epistle. They are in truth tho'
deepest writings in the ,Yord of God. I \vould
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I had the COInpetency to unfold a little of them!
Blessed as Paul's doctrine is, and blessed as all­
the book of God is, I do not believe there is any­
thing like John, "There the glories of the Son of
(Jod, a divine Person revealing the Father, shine
forth. The SOll, one ,vith the Father in heaven,.
and still the dependent ~lan down here, wholly
nnconnected "rith man and with earth, conle Iron}
alJove, the Word made flesh, dwelling amongst us t
I kno,y the gospel is peculiarly dear to every
~aint of God. It speaks to the heart. The Son
of the :Father is the rejected Onc by the world, is
not of the ,vorld, is apart froIn the ,vorld, yet Hi~
111cral glory shines fully in the ,vorld, light in the
lnidst of darkness.

An1 I casting a shade upon the other blessed
,vritillgs? No indeed; they all unfold Him in
tlifferent aspects; but I got then1 in John in
lleavenly relationships, a no\v order of things
entirely, though He is alone in His o\vn person;
and it is all prelin1inary to ,vhat is going to be
llrought out in the Epistle: the nature of
(;hristian cOll1munion ,vhen \ve kno'v Him in
resnrrection as the Onc ,vho has ascended to
His ]'ather and our Father, to His God and our
(Jod.

I have ,vanderecl f1'o111 ll1Y subject, but you ,,,,,ill
forgive me. I ,vas struck ,vith what our brother
said in reference to the verse, " The Spirit and the
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bride say, COlne." He said, Cl John gives us the
essential nature and attributes of the being."
llay the Lord give us to understand and enter
into it, for a~ ,ve enter into what John
teaches, I anl sure ,ve shall value Paul's writings
.all the nlore.

And no\v a \von.1 Illorc as to the arn10tu· in
Ephesians vi.

You have the soldier here in conflict in
heavenly places, and that is the reason I read
those chapters in Judges. They ,vere in the
land; it is not a \vilderncss scene; it was the great
breakdo\vn of the people in the land of blessing.
'The captain of the Lord's host had lecl thenl
-on to victory, and they \vere in the place vvhere
-the "TaUs of Jericho had fallen do,vn beforu
them; but evil had COU1e in, and it is the break­
·down of everything, till you COlne at last to ,vhat
is recorded in the end of the book: "every nlan
did that ,vhich ,vas right in his o,vn eyes."

\Vhere \vas the leader now? Oh, \vhat a

terrible scene! Where are we now ? You say
Ephesians vi. is high up. I admit it. Therefol'e
we get, "Put on the 'tuhole armour of God, that
.ye nlay be able to stand against the wiles of the
·devil." It is not here that a roaring lion, or

,vilderness circumstances have to be faced; it is
{)ne 'Yha is a (lec~,-llnan, a ll1an ,Yha has not only
gone through the Red Sea and ,vilderness trials,
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and kno,vs that he is seated in the heavenlies in
Christ, but ,vho is over Jorda,ll in spirit, has
tasted the old corn of the land, and kno\vs what
Canaan conflict is in the presence of all the power
and subtlety of the foe.

Art thou for us or for our uJ versaries? she\vs
that there can be no neutrality. "He that is not
\vith Inc is against llle, and 110 that gathereth not
with tne scattereth abroad." It is tlwTe the wiles of
the devil are. " "re ,vrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities ..... Wherefore
take unto you the \vhole arlllour of God, that :Yl~

Inay be able to stand in the evil day, and having­
done all, to stand. Stttncl, therefo're, having your
loins girt about ,vith truth."

We get in Psalrn lie "Thou ucsirest truth in the
inward parts, and in the hidden part thou shalt
Inake Ine to kno\v wisdonl." The truth no,v
judges everything- that I anl as of the first Adaul
and leaves no place for it. It is the po,ver of the
truth in\varcll.y. The loins are the place of
strength, they III list be braced up, girded up; nu
looseness \vill do here; the truth does not allo\v of
it, but braces up the man in the place of strength.

Then, the breastplate of righteousness; that if;
outside, my out\vard coni] uct, llly ways with !ny
fcllo\v men, those ,vhonl I l11eet with every day,
so that people Inay have nothing to say against
me, and Satan Inay have nothing to point at.
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Then, your feet S110d with the preparation or
the gospel of peace: though a soldier, ,yhat I bear
is the gospel of peace. \Var is not natnral to me,
though forced to be a ,varrior because of the­
character of the day, because of the foe that is
there, yet ,vhat 1 have in n1Y heart is the gospel
of peace.

:1 Above all, taking the shield of faith." Confi­
clence in God is the shield of faith, but there must
be a good conscience to have confidence in God.
"That ye may be able to quench all the fiery
flarts of the ,vicked one." \Vhat a blessed thing
for the soluier ~

" And take the hehnet of salvation, and thE'
s,vord of the Spirit, ,vhich is the ,vord of God."·
There is the weapon of po,ver, but it supposes that
the word that is to be used in conflict ,vith the foe,
has been used against myself first and has had its
full effect and pan'er on 1118. Ho\v could I use it
against another if there is that ,vhich is unjudged
in myself?

YOll see I ,Yant you j llst to connect the t\yO­
to see the state that is inseparably connected
,vith faith and po\yer. "This kind goeth not out
but by prayer and fasting." So ,,~ith Gideon:
self-judged and separated froln evil, and then
" the sword of the Lord and of Gideon." So ,vith
Dayid : victory over the lion and the bear in secret.,

,vith God, Sanl'~ arnlour refused, c: I ha.ve not
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proved tllcln." All he had learned \vith God gaYe
hin1 inlplicit confidence in God, so that the practi­
cal state and condition accolnpanied his faith.

And then verse 18 she\vs that there is no
dependence upon the state, but only upon God.
" Praying ahvays ,vith all prayer and supplication
in the Spirit." It is all closed up ·w·ith prayer.

:NO\V I end \vith one single ,vord on the last
verse \VC have had already before us to-day:
"The Spirit and the bride say, COlne," and
specially on the ,\~ords, "Let hinl that l1eareth
say, COInc; and ,vhosoever \vill, let him take the
water of life freely."

\Ve get there, I believe, the true and normal
position of the church on earth in the charac­
ter of the hride: it is not only that she is
1))C(/iting. rrhe Lord had said before those
beautiful \vords: "I Jesns have sent mine
angel to testify unto you these things in the
churches." It is His O\Vll voice that has touched
the chord; it is He that strikes it. It is He who
has said, " I, J'esus ~" It is His o,vn presentation
of Hilnself that 8trikes the chord in the heart of
the bride. It leads the bride to answer to Hinl
in tIle special and u11ique character in which He
is kno\vn in the dark night on earth-" Come."
Then, " Let hiln that heareth say, Come."

This is the true state of things in the c~lurch,

when it is in a l1appy state, and what is true col-
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lectively would be true individually. 'rhe heart
,vhich is satisfied with Him that is coming is
:-;nfficientlyat leisure froln itself to be considering
for others, and to be occupied ,vith others. There~

fore the mark of a revival in our hearts ,,",ouId be
deeper activity, IT10re care and consideration for
the whole people of God, and nlore going out in
tl1e gospel to gather out the many, or the few, that
remain to be gathered out before Christ comes.

But as surely a~ "7"0 settle do,vn and allow the
things of time and sense to C01l1C jn bet\veen the
heart and Christ, so surely ,vill the acthTities of
divine affection cease in their IneaSUl'C, and there
\vill be no going ont to those ""ha arc gathered,
or to those ,vho are scattered.

God forbid that "re should not feel the solell1nity
and the heart...breaking sorro,,," of being separated
from those with \VhOln ,y~ have, as I may
say, " walked to the house of God in company;'P
hut ren1ember that Inany "rho have never been
o'athered, and with 'VhOlll we have never ,valked,...,
arc as much mClnbers of the body of Christ
a,,, those we have ,valked ,,,ith; and God can
bring them into the place of blessing \vhich has
been despised by others ,yha have gone out.

()h ! if the saint~, ,vhen troubles and difficulties.
arise, ,vould only say, I ,vill ,vait upon God till
lIe give something that \vill sfl,tisfy Iny con­
Kcicnce, some evidence that Hc has taken up·
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Inatters and guided those gathered to His name.
Hc has gathered us to His blessed name, and do
you suppose He is going to give us nothing of
that kind of action fio,ving £1"0111 His presence in
the nlidst which is to carry the 11earts and con­
Hciences of His people? I do not believe it!
God has not left us n1erely leaders, however
111uch we should estcenl His servants for their
,,~orks' sake. No, thank God! "There anl I
in the nliclst," reluains. Bc,varc of having the
Pyc on any servant of (i-od, or on any leader, how­
ever devoted and faithful in the past ! Nay;
OHt' confidence should be in that ,vord, ""There
t,,·o or three are gathered together in D1Y name,
there am I in the Inidst." \\There He is in the
lnidst He ,vill surely Inakc His presence knO\VIl

and comlnunicate His lllind to His gathered assem...
bIy as to every trouble that lnay con1e into our
lllidst. Let us have that confidence to the end!

niay the Lord graciously bring home what
I have been seeking to bring out; the link
bct,Yeen faith and po\ver. rrhe ,vay His power
lllust work in us, and tIle \yay the blessing must
ever flo,v out fronl us, is by the application
of the cross to all that is of the flesh. There
Inust be the "bearing about in the body the
dying of Jesus," and at the salne time there
is the power of the Object. " "re all with un...
veiled face beholding the glory of tIle Lord, are
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changed into the salne inlage, fr01H glory to
glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord." Let us
make up our Blinds to it: if we ,vant blessing
there is only one ''lay in ,vhich God's resources
ean come in. He lnakes good the truth in OUI'

hearts and consciences, and fits us by the po\ver
-of the truth, that He Inay be free to use us to
others, \vhether it be those ,yha are scattered or
to His gathered saints) in these closing moments
()f the church's history....

May He ,vork in our souls and give us IDore
~'purpose of heart to cleave to the Lord" ! And
nlay He give us to cry to Hhn to raise up
labourers to develop gifts, no matter how small,
amongst the gathered ones, that there lllay be
more going out to the scattered ones on every
hand. May there be the going on in communion
.and in more real personal enjoylnent of Christ,
so that the Christ enjoyed may be a real, living
power to act on others, and Dlany may be
found waiting \vith us for His Son from heaven.
And luay the Lord give us to be upon our knees,
that we may be a praying people, so that, as "'C

had this luorning, "To hinl who is able to do
.exceeding abundanMy above all we ask or think,
according to the po,ver that \vorketh in us, to
him be glory in the church throughout all ages,
,vorld without end. Amen!" J. S. O.



THE PERFECT HEART.
(2 CHRON. xxv. 1, 2.)

I FEEL the utmost diffidence in reading this scrip­
ture, but to my o\vn mind it is a divine confirnl­
ation of 'vhat the Lord has brought before us.

We have had \vords of encouragement and of
'Yarning too. 'Ye have been relninded of the
character of the foe, and of the state of soul
in 'vhich the foe is to be met. I ,vas lunch
:-;truck by the brother who has just sat down,
Hhewing ho\v it is the state of the people that
has to be remedied.

In the case of Alnaziah, the Lord looked at
the heart, and though we read that "he did that
\vhich was right in the sight of the Lord," we
find it was "not \vith a perfect heart." (Compare
ver. 2 with 1 Sam. xvi. 7.) Still, God opened his
ear to listen to the prophet, and that is the state
He ,vould have us in-our ears open to hear His
yoice. As ,ve read, "My sheep hear my voice,
and I kno\v them, and they follow me." " They
know not the voice of strangers." This is our
blessing and safety-nearness, and the opened
ear: obedience and affection.
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Passing 011, we find the king proposes to go
to battle \vithout taking counsel with the Lord.
It \vas perfectly right that he should go to
battle j it was against Edolll, the enemies of
God's people, ,vho opposed their progress on
their way to the possession His love had pre­
pared for them; ana ,yha pursued his brother
,vith the s\vord and cast off all pity. But there
was this luixed principle with Arnaziah, that he
went and hired a hundred thousand 111cn of
Israel to help hiln. Ho\vever, ,vhen God sent
a man of Goel to reprove hint for this, 11 e
hearkened to the voice of the prophet and sent
thenl away. They had ceased to be in the testi­
tuony of God. One thing distressed hilll (vel'. D),
the loss of the hundred talents; but the \vord of
the prophet ,vas, "The Lord is able to give thee
n1uch nlore than this .." Pre~ent ]08S is future
gain as we prove God's resources and learn that
He is for us.

Beloved, ho\v our hearts have been distressed
of late, going in and out among the people of
God; we have passed through exercises that
have been of the deepest character. If there
ever was a day in \vhich His ,vord has becoluc...
precious to us it is to-day. It has brought us
real, deep cheer and blessing; it has carried
us right up above the sorrows; it has lifted
our hearts right up to God Himself, so that
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instead of sighing, it has a,vakened a deeper
,note of worship than has ever gone up to Hiln
before from these poor hearts of ours.

If one Inay speak for another, I \vould say,
God has made up for it all. \Vhat a sorrowful
thing that the prophet should have to say, "()
king, let not the arlny of Israel go with thee;
for the Lord is not "\vith Israel, to ,vit, with
all the children of Ephrahn." This has a voice
.to lny own sou], and I anl sure to yours. Were
not all Israel God's people ? Were they not
brethren? Everyone. But now the time has
eome \vhen the prophet has to say, "The Lord
is not ,vith Israel, to wit, with all the children of
Ephrairn." The people 111Ry become such that in
His governluent Goel has to say, "The Lord is
not with Israel." They 11lUSt be set aside. What
boundless grace it is for us to know that the
Lord is \vith us. "'That a ,vonder£ul thing that
IIis grace should preserve a company answering
in Inoral condition to that \vhich surrounded
Him in ~Iatthew xii. 49. But were the two
tribes in that condition '? Brethren, are we?
God l11ight use thenl to conquer Edam, but
,vhat was the result of their success? They
brought home and \vorshipped the gods of the
Edomites. And if His grace has preserved us in
a day of trouble and difficulty, let us be watchful
Jest \ve follow the example of the two tribes in
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turning away from "The fountain of living
water."

The Lord give us so to bear about in the body
the dying of Jesus, refusing everything of the
first man, discerning- His will in things that
differ, so that we may not call good evil, or evil
good. May the word of God be quick and
powerful in us, dividing asunder soul and spirit~

and- cut do\vn to the nlarrow in each one of ns,
keeping our 'vhole heart open to Hinlself. If
there is not real manifestation and openness of
heart before God, ,ve are on the edge of a
precipice, and the next movement Inay be that
we shall have the most terrible fall. }\tray ,ve
know what it if; to be more ,villing to be
delivered to death for Jesus' sake. It is thus.
only that ,ve can kno\v the nature and character­
of the power that is ours, the po,,~er that can
give us the victory over the foe, and fit us both
for service and testimony, so that the nallle of..
our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in us now"
in the place of responsibility 'vhere His love ancl
grace sustain ns.

H. D.

---



"HEAVENLY THINGS."
THE TWO VOLUMES.

(.JOH~ xiii. 1-3.)

1 DO not read nl0re, for Iny thought is to give a
-ilittle sketch of John's gospel. I read these verses
:at the beginning of the second volUTIle of the
book. There are t\VQ great volulues in John's
:gospel; the first relates to 1~8, " heavenly things h

for oneself; in great Ineasure the gospel. The
second volun1c relates to Ohrist, "heavenly
things" for His service. You may nut see this
division at first; but I think when you look into
it more closely, you will find that I am correct.

I begin at the public ministry of the Lord. In
-chapter ii. Inan in his best estate is a failure; and
in his relation to God in a ritual appointed by
God, he is a scandal. l\tlan is unrnendably bad.

Chapter iii. You 111USt be "born again."
~'And as 1\108es lifted up the serpent in the
\vilderness, even so nlust the Son of man be lifted
up." vVhen the Son of man which is in heaven
-is lifted up, heavenly things are offered to faith.

In chapter i v. the ,york begins. The Lord
.announces to a Samaritan, one by birth and
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character degraded, and in every w"ay 11lost piti­
able, "Whosoever drinkcth of the ,vater that I
shall give him shall nev~r thirst; but the water­
that I shall give hhn shall be in hirn a 'Yell of
water springing up into eternal life." The­
blessed Lord offers to this rniserable 'VOlnan
heavenly things, ,vhich characterise John's­
gospel; blessings which are outside of eart11, and
outside of man; to start ,vith-they are beyond
all human conception. It is ,vonderful to behold!
Here is a poor sinner in the Dlost deplorable con...
clition, shrinking froln the face of tuan, Lut the
Lord is waiting for her. His grace ,vill set her
up in this world in a st,yle ,vhich transcends all
human conception. " Never thirst!" Brought
into a region of satisfied desire. Let a natural
man even read that offer, and he ',,"ouId have to
admit that such a thing ,vas never heard of
before, and that it is a state altogether unknovnl
to Ilian. A soul is taken from the Io,v8st con...
ceivable condition, and given the highest ccnceiy­
nble condition. Beloved friends! all this blessed­
ness belongs to you. Chapter iy. is the contrast
to chapter ii. w'here the ,vine is out. No,,, yon
are to recoive C heavenly thinQ:s" ".,.here there is

., \J

no lack, and no sense of deficiency. K OV{ instead
of ,vorshipping God according to the ritualisrn of
chapter ii., ~;"OU worship the }'ather in spirit ancI
in truth.
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Chapter Y. You have the irnpotent man,
incapable of a vailing hhnself of the "house of
luercy." The Lord tells hiln to take up his bed
and \valk. Until 111an has been relieved from the
terrible judgment of death of his body there will
be no real sabbath. The Son of God has come to
bear this judgment. "An hour is coming, and
no,v is, \vhen the dead shall hear the voice of the
Son of God, and they that have heard shall live,"
so that he does not conlC into judgment, but is
passed out of death into life. Yon are pa~sed

out of that state of death altogether. "They that
have done good to the resurrection of life." You
shall never come into j udgnlent; all the conse­
(!uences of sin are gone. Heavenly things for
the body, as well as for the soul.

Chapter vi. is the practical enjoyment of tbat
life by feeding on Christ's death. There is no
other \vay of reaching life but through death;
not your o,vn death, for your own death ,vould
not remove the judgment> but Christ's death.
You lllust appropriate it or you have no life in
:yon; you have the sentence of death in Jour­
~elves. H He that eatetb my flesh and drinketh
lHy blood bath eternal life: (therefore you C eat
his flesh and drink his blood ') and. I 'vill raise
hill1 up at the last day." Heavenly things in
their divine nature are no\y enjoyed.

I

Chapter vii. is the contrast, as to natural
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things, to chapter iv. The feast of tabernacles is
the celebration of the highest order of blessing
on the earth. The Lord had made the earth to
teem with its produce for man. No:w the best
thing on earth is superseded by" heavenly
thing-s." The Lord says, "If any man thirst let
him come unto ?ne and drink.~J I will do better
for him. From the earth ? No; the feast ha(~

been the celebration of God's favour to them on
the earth. The Lord now offers heavenly things>
\vhich are outside of earth, and outside of man.
In chapter iv. you see a woman in the deepest
Inisery raised to an inconceivable state. No,v in
chapter vii. ,ve find that to a 111an in the bright­
est circumstances on the earth, the Lord
announces "I can give you better." "On the
last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood
and cried, If any man thirst let him COlne unto
lue and drink. He that believeth on me, as the
scripture hath said, out of his belly shaH flo\v
rivers of living ,vater. But this spake he of
the Spirit which they that believe on him should
receive." This heavenly thing on earth, and fronl
the glorified Man, surpasses (it is always so in
John) every earthly blessing.

In chapters ix.. and x. you find the flock or
God. I \vould just she\v you the position the
flock holds. Look at chapter x.; it describes the
position in ,vhich the man ,vho ,vas blind finds
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himself. He is outside of the old fold, cast ont, and
the Lord finds him, and says to hilD, "Dost thou
believe on the Son of God?" He ans"rered
and said, " 'Vho is he, Lord, that I luight believe
on him?" .A.nd Jesus said unto him, "Thou hast
both seen hin1, and it is he that tal keth \vith
thee. And he said, Lord, I believe. And he
\vorshipped hin1." I trust your heart takes in
the greatness of that mOlnent-" he ~uo1'8h'ippecl

hi,rn! "
Chapter x. describes the ne\v position of the

sheep on the earth, and it is very sad to have to
say that it is this that Christendom has lost.
The J-lord leads His sheep out of, the Jewish fold.
He has given His life for the sheep. They are
still on the earth, but of an entirely new order.
'"rhey enter in by Hilll, and are saved, and go in
and out and find pasture. There is the fullest in­
titnacy bet\veen Hiln and the sheep. (Verso 14, 15.)
"I aln the good shepherd and know nlY sheep,
and anl kno\vn of llline, as the Father kno\veth
l!)e and I kno\v the Father." These two verses
111Ust be read together: the Inind of God is plain
in the passage, even that the same kind of
intimacy is to subsist bet\veen the Shepherd
and the sheep, as betw·cen the :b'ather and the
Son. If any soul apprehends this he apprehends
what is inconceivably great. "Heavenly things,"
and, blessed be His natne! ,vhich are to continue
for ever.
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Chapters xi. and xii. I pass over.
Now in chapter xiii. a ne\v vol tllne opens. The·

Lord is going away. Do you miss HilH? It is a
very shnple question. Arc you here for Him?
Is the first volume quite enough for you '? You
lnay truly say the first is ,vonderful! I?uleecZ it
';8. Heavenly things given to yourself. It
answers to the gospel; but the second volunle
recounts the heavenly things given to you in
relation to Christ. He has gone a\vay. There
COlnes a llloment in the history of every loving
soul 'vhen the heart exclaims-lVhe~'e is Be?
He is not here. What are you doing then? Are­
you disconsolate like ~fary ~fagdalene before she
finds Him? 1'hat is a very good beginning, I
admit. But if you have learned His grace to you
ill chapter x. you luust kno\y Hirn; you are in
Ifi.s lutn(l; no one can seize yo u out of His hand,
(, Thly ]"ather ,yha gave theul IJle is greater than
all, and no one can seize out of the hand of my
:Father." You are in an intimacy \vith HiIn
,yhich can be created and sustained only in the
Spirit.

No'v to return to chapter xiii. I ask each one
of you, Do you rniss Hiln? X 0 one cares to see
Hiln ,vho does not Iniss Him. If you say, I do,
Bliss IIim, then what are you doing? 'fhe true
answer is the key to those five chaptel~S, xiii. to
x yii. I kno\v but little er then1, but I kno\y
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enough to be delighted with then1. It is a WOIl­

Llerful revelation! I luight use the tabernacle as
illustrative of then), beginning with the supper,_
a figure of His death-the brazen altar. Then He
,vashes His disciples' feet-the layer. rrhen He
feeds them inside. (Chap. xiv.) rfhen they are­
outside, His ,vit)lesses~the candlestick; every­
thing in heavenly order; ,vhile chapter xviL
ans,,~ers to the holiest of all. This sketch may
help sOlne here ,yha l1ave not studied it closelY7
so that they lHay be attracted to the study of
these \vonderful cllapters.

The first thing is, your feet lllllst be '\yashed, in
order that the illtin1acy Inay be Inaintained. It
is here that all failure begins; you have not kept
up the intin1acy by having your feet washed. If
I review my o,vn history I see that is '\vhere
failure begins. You may not have given up a.
good conscience. I think many keep a good
conscience, that is, a sense of forgiveness of
sins, ,vho do not kno\v intilnacy; you luay be­
quite clear that on confession you are forgiven T

but that is not il1tin1acy; and you cannot 111ain­
tain intin1acy if you do not kno\v it. You are
not intimate ,vith Christ until your heart is·
as~urcd of the love of His heart. YOll are
intinlate with Hinl ,vhen you kno,," His perfect
love. " V\re love hinl because lIe first loved ns."
Sec how Peter learns His love \vhen he fell
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·do,vn at Jesus' knees. The Lord said, "Ifear
not." These \vords have a great effect on Peter
and oil. all of thenl. They brought their ships to
land, forsook all, and follo\ved Him. The Inost
€xemplary conduct, and a remarkable instance
of divine favour, had not removed fear fronl
Peter's heart; but the ,vords of Jesus, of His
perfect love, cast out all fear. When His Jovo
is thus kno\vn, you seek His cOlnpany, and in
His conlpany you kno\v intimacy. That is
\vhere the church of Ephesus failed; and where
,ve all fail. If you have known intimacy, and
do not lnaintain it, your love has \vaned. YOll

have" no part" ,vith Him if there be any shade.
of reserve between Him and you. Peter's con­
science was relieved in chapter xx., but his heart
\vas not at ease till chapter xxi. ~fany are un­
troubled at the Lord's Table though they are not
in con1ffiunion with Hitn! Such can say, there
is nothing on my conscience; but, though there
may be nothing .on your conscience, you may
not be in intimacy \vith Hill}. The Lord grant
that you may see the ilnportance of intimacy.
If you do not nlaintain intiluacy, all the heavenly
things which fol1o\v, and are unfolded to you in
these chapters, \vill be practically unknown to
you. When you are impressed before the Lord
\vith the ilnportance of any truth you are sure to
pray; you are conscious that no one can en­
lighten or lead you into this grace but Himself.
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Chapters xiii. and xiv. are one; mark, they
are inside; it is not the world at all; we are
inside with Him. As an illustration---Aaron
and l1is sons feeding on the consecration offering
is a representation of it. They ate it in the
holy place, "For seven days shall he consecrate
you." They did not COlTIe out to serve till after
that; so in chapter xv. the disciples come out to
serve after chapter xiv. Judas is seen here as

the ,vorst specill1en of 111ankind, because he ,,"'as

Inaking merchandise of Christ ,vith the design
of getting the money, thinking that the Lord
,vould escape. It is such a combination of
,vickedness, that I cannot explain it. It requires.
a 11lan to be ,veIl versed in wick edness to under­
:-:It-and wickedness, though one can stamp it at
once as evil. The man \vho best knows the
good at once detects evil; a banker kno,vs when
a note is bad because he thoroughly kno,,'s a
good one.

You have to learn in this chapter the Lordrs
provision for His disciples on earth during His
absence; the elel11ents of disturbance and dis­
traction 'i1"lside corne out: tho treachery of
Judas, and the unfaithfulness of Peter, and
the Lord Hiulsel£ going a\vay, an epitome of
church history. But, blessed be His name! in
view of all the distraction, He provides " heavenly
things" for His servants. In chapter xiv. He
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-says, t; Let not your heart be troubled,' lIe
says this ,vith respect to Himself. Hc ,vas
going a\vay. There are three circles of blessings
'vhich He gives to snpport you in His absence.
'The first is-The li~u.tnl'e. He has a place for you
,vhere He is in the Father's house. This ,vi 11
have a great effoct upon your heart. It is like :.t

Inan elnigrating, 'vho says to his wife, I havt~

.a beautiful place for you in Australia, 'vhich
is my place; thus all her thoughts are turned to
Australia, and her tastes are fornled by this
prospect. rfhe Lord adds, "I \vill come again
.and receive you unto nlyself, that where I alll

,there ye luay he also." Kno\ving the Fathel',
Inakes us feel even no\v at h01118 in the place.
'Ve arc at h0J11C in the place because ,ye kno,v
.the Owner of the place.

The second circle is The P'resernt. In verse
20 He says, "At that day ye shall kno\v that
I am in nlY lfather, and ye in ]11e, and I in you."
'£hat is) as it \verc) You shall know ~Ie as I aUi

in that place at the present time. You kno\v
Him as He is in heaven. The Lord is in heaven.
Look at the ,vay Paul sets us in heaven in
Ephesians. 'rhe parallels bet\veen John and
Paul are very striking. It is very interesting
to study theIne Besides, lie comes to us individu­
.ally and collectively: individually-to the one
'Yha keeps His word. Marvellous! cc We will C0111C
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.and ll1akc our abode \vith h'i/fn." And He also
,comes to us collectively-CC I will not leave you
orphans, I will corne to Y01A' ;" that is plural.

The third circle is The P(~8t, verse 26-" The
I-Ioly Ghost: 'Vh0111 the ]'1ather will send in ]ny
nalne, He shall teach you all things: and bring all
things to your relneulbrance, ,vhatsoever I have
said unto you;" that is, that you lTI&y know Hila
as He ,vas here \vhere you are. Now put these
three circles together. ~-'irst, He has prepared a
place for you 1vhere He is; that has a wonderful
effect. Naturally, one likes to be connected with
the earth, but no\v you have a place outside of
this world 'vhere lIe is. How it dims the
glitter of everything here! It is the place nlost
attractive because He is there. Then, the second
circle is, you kno,\v Hinl as He is in that place;
and the third, the Holy Ghost is sent by the
Father to make you acquainted with Him as He
was in this place ,vhere you are. We all kno\v
that the llloment a person is not present, no
human power can bring back the effect of his
presence. Yall can recall his words, but you
cannot recall his presence; he has left a blank.
In absence the heart discovers the value of the
presence ,vhich it has lost. No one can fill the
blank but the one ,vho lnade it. No one can fill
the blank caused by our Lord's absence but
Himself; therefore He says of the Holy Ghost,
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I' He shall teach :you all things, and bring all
things to your relnell1brance, ,vhatsoever I have
said unto you." The Holy Ghost has come to
n1ake kno,\vn to you all that Person ,vas dow'n
here.

Thus in chapter xiv. you are inside. In cl1ap­
ter xv. you are outside, you have left the supper
table. Chapters xv. and xvi. are the testimony,.
the candlestick.

The word no,,,, is, "Abide in illC." Here the
~ervant fails continually. "fhe Lord says, ,( If ye
abide in Ine and I in you." Here it is responsi­
bility. "Abide in ll1e." He takes up the vine
as a figure. Israel ,vas the vine, but had failed ..
(:hrist is the true vine; all through John every...
thing presented before on the earth is surpassed
by Him-the marriage, the pa~sovcr, the feast of
tabernacles-all is surpassed, because the Son of
God is come, and heavenly things have come
clown here. The Holy Ghost is sent down froln
a glorified Christ. (Ver. 26.) Here we have
_Paul's ministry in parallel, " He shall testify of
Ine,," He ,vill declare and testify on the earth of
the _glorified ~Ian in heaven. It is not, " r"ottr
~hall testify," as ,ye might think, but" He shall
testify of me." "He" is emphatic. If the Holy
Ghost testifies there is no use in hUluan means.
'rhe only po"Ter upon this earth to testify for
Christ is the Holy Ghost. Nothing is effective
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but in the power of the Holy Ghost; no matter
how beautiful or how admirable, it has no divine
effect because it is not in the power of the Holy
Ghost. " He shall testify of rne." .

I do not dwell long upon chapter xvi. There
are two displays of the Holy Ghost. His great
object is to testify of the heavenly Man. This
testimony began with Stephen, "I see ... the Son
of man standin~ on the right hand of God." We
have heard to-day that a witness is a martyr
properly speaking. The highest honour eve~

possible for a servant of Christ in this world is
to dIe for his Lord. It is a great favour to die
in harness, and to be in fellowship with the
testimony of the Holy Ghost to the rejected
Christ to the end. Many Christians as to their
career have fallen on the earth; as with Israel,
of whom it is said, "their carcases fell in the
wilderness."

I have said that there are two displays of the
Holy Ghost in this chapter. In one He demon­
strates what the world is in the eye of God. "And
baving come, he will bring demonstration to the
world; of sin, of righteousness, and of judg­
n1ent." Having received the H,oly Ghost, you
are outside of it; you are in a new line outside
this world. The "rorId is thoroughly exposed.
." Convict" or demonstrate is a forensic term.
Many a one is convicted wha is not converted.
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The world is the culprit, and the Holy Ghost is
the incontrovertible witness against it. If you
are with the Holy Gho~t you are outside of the
world. Christendom has abandoned the power
of the Holy Ghost, and has accepted the power
of the world. This began in the days of Oon­
stantine; and the end will be the beast will
carry the harlot-Babylon. If Sanl spared
Amalek, Amalek did not spare him. If you
spare the world, the world will not spare
you.

The second display is in verses 13 and 14. If
you are with the Holy Ghost against the world
He will compensate you. "He shall glorify me,
for he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto
you." "All things that the Father hath are mine."
Mind all the things of the Father. What" eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him. But God hath
revealed them unto us by his Spirit." Heavenly
things are made known to you while you are on
the earth. What a portion! " He shall receive of
mine, and shall shew it unto you." A wonderful
compensation! If you look at Paul he is
occupied with the saints; and if you look at John
he is occupied with the resources of God. Ho,v­
ever great the .lack in the saints may be, all
you require to maintain you in Christ's service
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is as true now by the presence of the Holy Ghost
as in the brightest day of the church.

One word as to verse 23. " And in that day
ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say
unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in
my name, he will give it you." Have you ever
entered into the greatness of that verse? It should
afford you the greatest consolation, that in this
,vorld where Christ has been rejected, if you ask
the Father in His name for anything for His
service, you will receive it. Peter could say,
(( Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have
give I unto thee." You should have the greatest
confidence that anything you require for the
Lord and ask for will be given to you. If you
want a roonl for His service you will get it.
" .A..sk and ye shall receive, that your joy may be
ful1.'~ What a cheer in the universal oppo­
sition!

Now I come to chapter xvii. for one moment.
It opens by saying, "Glorify thy Son, that thy
Son also may glorify thee." " I have manifested
thy name unto the men which thou gavest me
out of the world." How wonderful to make
known the Father to us as He is in heaven!
" I have declared thy name, and will declare it."
What a portion! What heavenly things! I
shall never forget when the light of it broke in
upon my soul; it was in a lonely place, and on
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the Lord's day. "I have declared unto them
thy name, and will declare it, that the love
wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them,
and I in them." Here it is the Father's love for
the Son; His love as He loves His own Son is to
be in them. Could you get a greater portion?
Heavenly things indeed! If all the enlperors in
this world joined together to say-we can do
something for you, we can say, No, you can do
nothing for us; all that can be done to satisfy
and delight us has been done, and made known
to us here on the earth. The Lord delights to
declare the Father's name. I wonder at myself,
and I wonder at others, how little we are sur­
charged with this divine blessedness.

May the Lord grant that each one of us may
have an increased sense of the wonderful por­
tion, the heavenly things the Lord has given us,
and a deeper sense of all to which He has
called us.

J. B. S.

• : (~I =E-



GRACE.
(ROMANS Ill. 24.)

IT was very much on my heart, before our
beloved brother spoke, the same general line
of things which he has brought before us, and
I just ,vant to say a few words on cc grace." All
we have just heard is connected with it, for the
Gospel of John opens ,,"ith the announcement
that "grace and truth came by Jesus Christ,"

•
and this great fact runs through the whole of
the Gospel, so that all we have just heard is
closely bound up with it. It is a wonderful
thing-grace. It begins all for us and will
consummate all for us, and it will sustain us
and maintain us all the \vay through.

We used to sing:

"Grace, 'tis a charming sound,
Harmonious to the ear;

Reaven with the echo shall resound,
And all the earth shall hear."

We remember the verse as an old familiar
friend.

Grace! oh, the depths of it! oh, the heights of
it! oh, the length and breadth of it! who can
speak of it? It surpasses everything., All that
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,ve have been hearing-it is all grace. All this
wonderful thing that comes out, we look at it)
we contemplate it, it is before us in its greatness,
its imlnensity; there it is! it is all grace! It
was grace that taught our feet to tread the
heavenly road, and grace it is that sustains us
on it, and will right on to the end.

That is why I turned to this verse, Romans
iii. 24. Vle have the gospel starting here when
every mouth is stopped and all the world is
brought in guilty before God; then grace comes
out-the grace of God. cc Justified freely by his
grace, through the redemption that is in Christ
J esus.~' Grace settles everything; not a spot
left; not a stain, not a charge: " Justified freely
by his grace." That word" freely" is a remark­
able word. It means, for nothing at all-.gra­
tuitousl:y-for nothing at all. It is the same
,vord as is used John xv. 25, (C They hated
me without a cause," free] y. There was no
cause for the hatred of man to Christ, and it
is as though God said here, "There is no cause
for my love to you." It is pure grace-we
are justified frreely by His grace! If you refer
to Romans v. 2 you will see the same grace
again. We stand in it now. It first took us
up and now we stand there, having free access
into it by faith. It is like the poor man in
Luke x.: the Samaritan found him by the
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roadside wounded, bruised, half dead. He pitied
him and he undertook for him, and having
bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine,
he set him on his own beast, brought him to an
inn, and took care of him. And there we are,
having free access by faith into the grace of
God in Christ; and there is our standing-place
",,"hile we are waiting, until by-and-by we shall
see His glory. If through sin we have lost
lunch, ,ve have by grace gained more-our
present place and our future portion in the
glory of God. But it is all grace.

I shall now turn to another scripture in
Ephesians i. 6. I would just refer to verses
4 and 5 as pickets on the road on which to hang
that word" grace." Well, now that is the "top of
all. (Ver. 6.) You cannot get beyond that. Not
through the endless ages of eternity (compare
chap. ii. 7); not in all the highest, brightest
place in heaven; not in the innermost circle
of divine blessing and favour; not for ever and
for ever. But God can do this. It is to the
glory of His grace to do it. "To the prai.se
of the glory of his grace wherein he hath made
us accepted in the beloved."

The word "glory" I could not define. I
never heard a definition I considered a full one.
I t is, I think, an indefinable word. What is
glory? It is the top of everything: the tip-
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top. When you get to the summit of it, that
is glory. When grac~ is capped, it is cc the glory
of the grace of God.)) And what is that? That
we are "accepted in the Beloved." "He has
predestinated us unto the adoption of children
nnto himself by Jesus Christ." "Ve have lost
our standing in the first man through sin, and,
thank God I the condemnation attached thereto ~

and we have found our place in the Second Man
with the blessedness belonging thereto, and all
H to the glory of his grace."

In verse 7 we have the riches of His grace
when He speaks of the forgiveness of sins, and
then we can well understand how in verse 12
He can bring us before HiIU to the praise of I-lis
glory-the glory of God. We shall be there to
the praise of His glory. Surely we may say,
"Grace, 'tis a charming sound." I thought it a
good subject with which to finish up these
meetings.

"Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ."
Truth is beautiful, blessed, we could not do
without it; but I do -not remember such an
expression a,<; "the glory of the tr'1fJth," however
precious and important the truth is.. But it
seeU1S to me the Spirit delights to dwell in a
~pecial manner on "the glory of his grace."
Grace is a wonderful thing, we can never come
to the end of it. Love is what God is, His
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own essential, divine Being. Light is the cha..
racter of God, but love is essentially His nature.
God is light and God is love.

I shall now turn to 2 Timothy ii. 1. Here ,ye
are in different circumstances; difficulties, and
times, and circumstances, which have been already
brought before us in one form or another while
here. They are terribly trying tilnes. One of
the leading characteristic words of 2 Timothy is,.
I think, "suffering" and C( suffering evil;" you
get it in chapters i. 8, 12 ; ii. 3, 9; iii. 11 ; iv. 5.
In chapter ii. 3 "endure hardness" is really
"suffer evil." Suffering evil, enduring hardness,.
hard tinles, is the character of 2 Timothy, and
hard times tend to make men hard. Ah! but
says the apostle that must not make you hard.
You have begun with grace and you lllust,
continue with grace. Therefore he says, "Be
strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.'"
What can keep us in such circumstances as
these ? You must "be strong in the grace that
is in Christ Jesus." It is a sufficiency; it is
enough. Paul could say he gloried in all that
humbled him here, because grace ,vas sufficient
for him; so that in the place where otherwise
what was of nature would come out, there the
power of Christ might rest upon him, and there
Christ was to be glorified in him. And here as
Timothy is in these circumstances, what is to



186 TRUTH FOR THE TIME.

-support and sustain him? What is to give the
servant of God strength needed for these difficult
times? " Be strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus." Remember what you ,vere, a poor,
guilty sinner, and how the grace of God took
you up, and that sanle grace will take you to
glory: and now in dealing with others remem­
ber what God's dealings have been with you,
and let these be before your mind. We need
it, beloved brethren, and never more than to­
day. We know what we are naturally, "Eye
for eve, tooth for tooth." That is the law;

•
but He says, tC Resist not evil." (l\1:att. v. 39.)
Grace shewR itself in another way altogether.
If w'e shewed more of that kind of thing
to our beloved brethren it would do them
no harm and would do us no harlll either, and it
would, I think, glorify God too. God grant that
in these difficult times we Inay know luore of
4' the grace that is in Christ Jesus."

One more verse, Revelation xxii. 21. Here
again in the closing book of the Bible we find
grace again. The subject is so beautiful, so full,
that, once opened, the Spirit of God has never
done with it. What put it into my mind now
was the hymn our brother gave out at the
beginning of the meeting. (Hymn 331.) What
a magnificent hymn, I thought, what depth of
thought, of feeling in it! What a wonderful
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thing that the Father should take us up and
make us like His SOD, brought to Himself, by
Himself, we so unlike Him, we who had cost
Him so much, brought nigh, as like as we unlike
had been! I was onIy delighted that the grace
of God had been so unfolded to us, to set off all
the rest that had been before us and to bring it
home.

Revelation xxii. 20: "He that testifieth
these things saith, Surely, I come quickly.
Amen: even so, come, Lord Jesus." Then mark
ho\v it ends: "The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you all." Three tinles His coming
is mentioned in this chapter. In verse 7 it
is connected ,vith keeping the sayings of the
prophecy of this book; but though he is pro­
nounced '~·blessed" who has kept them, the
coming of the Lord awakens no response.
Again, verse 12, there is reward to every
man according as his work shall be; but neither
does that a\vaken a response: for when I think
of my work-oh dear! my work !-I am in­
clined to say, "0 Lord, don't come yet a while."
But in verse 20 it is pure grace. The Lord
Himself is. coming, and our hearts at once
respond, "Even so, Come, Lord Jesus." It is
neither keeping His sayings, nor reward for
works, but Christ Himself who is coming, and
the heart at once responds. The Old Testament
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ends with C( Lest I come and smite the earth with
a curse." The New Testament ends in the
presence of all He has pictured in this book, all
the evil and the judgment of it, with" the grace
of our Lord Jesus Ohrist be with you all. Amen."
11ay it indeed be ,,~ith us, and fill, and keep, and
sustain, and comfort our hearts until He come,
for His nanle's sake.

E. C.



READING.
JOHN XVII. : '

J. B. S. The very opening of the chapter, as
has often been remarked, gives the character
of it. "He lifted up his eyes to heaven."

Q. In what way?
J. B. S. You see if you revert to chapters

xiii. and xiv. that the Lord is inside with His
disciples. In chapters xv. and xvi. they are
walking on the earth; those chapters have refer..
ence to the path of service. Now in chapter xvii.
He connects them with the Father.

G. G. Is chapter xvii. not at the supper
table?

J. B. S. No; nor chapters xv. and xvi. Only
ehapters xiii. and xiv. are at the supper table.
At the close of chapter xiv. the Lord says,
" Arise, let us go hence." He then refers to the
vine. Israel had failed as the vine; the Lord is
the true vine. The Lord· could say at the
moment, "I am the true vine, and ye are the
branches." The vine is for the earth. He was
going away, and He uses the figure of the vine
in order that they should abide in Him though
He had gone to heaven. They are branches) and
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they would be of no use except they abide in the
vine. A branch cannot bear fruit of itself
except it abide in the vine.

D. L. H. You were saying yesterday some­
thing as to the comparison of this part of John
with the tabernacle" You spoke of the brazen
altar and the most holy place; we should like to
know something more of it"

J. B. S. I only used it as a sort of illustration.
Chapter xiii. opens with the supper-that was
the passover. The supper prefigures His death.
Then He rises from supper to wash their feet.
The supper ans,,~ers to the altar, the washing the
feet to the 1aver. Cha.pter xiv. is like feeding
on the consecration offering in the haly place.
In the holy place was the candlestick and table
of shewbread. The candlestick would be the
place of Israel on earth. Chapter xiv. you are
inside feeding.

D. L. H. Does chapter xiv. answer to the
table of shewbread ?

J. B. S. Well, though you are inside feeding
the effect was to be seen outside. The candle­
stick and table of sh~wbread were in one place.
We have to learn, and this is very interesting,
the way, as we read in Hebrews, the tabernacle,
or heaven itself is thrown open to us, and we
are the priestly company to accomplish His
service. In John you get the essential quality
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of the grace imparted to you while on the earth;
but nothing' from earth, and nothing from nlan.

G. G. But on earth?
J. B. S. Yes; that makes the grace the more·

marvellous.
Q. No veil in Hebrews.
J. B. S. No; heaven is thrown open to you;

therefore if you enter the holy place as the con­
secrated company; you will 'find the" most holy'"
thrown open to you.

F. H. B. While on earth we are brought to'
the enjoyment of what is in heaven.

J. B. S. In a sense heaven is brought to us ~

and not simply the place, but we are introduced
into it lllorally by and through Hinl who is·
there. In this chapter the Father is the subject..
In chapter xiv. the Father was made known as
Christ was seen here, "he that hath seen me hath
seen the Father." NO\V the Father is declared as..
He is in heaven.

G. G. In John xvii. everything is looked at
as accomplished ?

J. B. S. Yes; it is all anticipation. " Having'
loved his own which were in the world. he loved
them unto the end." To use a theological term,.
He is giving them a charge. You see it makes it,
a wonderful thing to be on this earth, and not of
it. A Jew could' not understand that you were­
to be on the earth in unbounded blessing. and
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yet nothing to come fron1 the earth nor from
man. It seems to me there is a break at verse
13, cc And now come I to thee, and these things I
-speak in the world, that they n1ight have my joy
fulfilled in themselves." That verse gives the
turn to the chapter. I t is connected with H I
.cOlue to thee," not with " Now I am no more in
this world." The great thing is acquaintance
with the Father. There are two ways in which
,ve learn the Father. You learn Him as Christ
-personally declared HilU on the earth, and now
.as He is in glory. The last verse of this chapter
.embraces both; "I have declared unto thern thy
name," that He has done; "and will declare it,"
that is what He is now doing.

D. L. H. Is that in connection with the opera­
,tion of the Spirit of God now?

J. B. S. Yes; it is all by the Spirit. It is
.only by the Spirit we can say Father. As you
get nothing from earth, and nothing from man,
you must get all from God. It is very definite.
If you are "outside man and earth, you cannot
"receive from either.

E. R. The important thing to see is that He
-is doing all by the Spirit. It could be in no other
way.

T. H. R. Only He is doing it from His place
in glory.

J. B. S. Everything conles down from heaven
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even the manna n1ust come down from glory.
Some read the gospels and think they are pick­
ing up manna; they are not; you cannot get
manna except down from heaven. I must get
the nlanna fresh fronl Hinlsel£ in heaven, where
He is. The manna is Himself;! what He was;
but I must get it from Him. He is made higher
than the heavens. Some leave out the last part of
that verse, "Holy, harmless, undefiled, separated
from sinners, rrnade higher than the heavens."
If you receive anything fresh, any comfort at all,
it is from Christ, fresh frorn heaven. That is very
important. I knew a brother who used to read
the gospels to imitate the Lord. I think sonle
kno\v very little of what is in the gospels; they
know llluch nlore of the epistles.

T. II. R. We all go to the epistles first.
J. B. S. It is the way to learn, but you must

go to where He is to get Him. If you want to
know the ways of the Lord on earth you must go
to the gospels. "He shall bring all things to
your rernenlbrancc, whatsoever I have said unto.,

you." You must receive it fresh from Hilllsel£
in heaven. The Holy Ghost is come down to us
from Christ in heaven, and He makes Him known
to us as He was down here for our help and corn..
fort; and He makes kno\vn Christ in glory that
,ye rnay be able to testify of Him. Everything
comes from heaven now.



194 TRUTH FOR THE TIME.

F. H. B. The great thing in John is, that ,ve
are brought now into what will be our eternal
portion.

J. B. S. There is nothing we shall have by­
und-by but we are given to taste of now. John
gives us the essential quality. John is looking
at the gold, so to speak, and not at the quartz.
Paul eliminates all the quartz.

Q. What is the difference between Thy word
in verse 6 and in verse 14 ?

D. L. H. J. N. D. says in a note on verse 14
it is " the word of God in testimony."

F. H. B. Is it not always the Father's te~ti­

mony?
T. H. R. In verse 8 it is a different ,vord, the

divine communications.
Q. What do you mean by divine cOlnmunica..

tions?
T. H. R. There are special communications in

those" words." The word is the whole scope of
verses 6 and 14.

Q. When you speak of the whole scope, you
mean the '\vhole scope in connection with the
Father?

J. B. S. We shall come to that presently.
The first thing is, " Glorify thy Son J that thy Son
also may glorify thee.') He wi! 1 declare the
Father in glory; the last verse of the chapter
embraces both. In two ways you learn the
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Father: one is as Christ when on earth turned
to Him about everything; the other is as· you
learn Him in His own circle. In chapter xiv. He
says, " He that hath seen me hath seenthe Father~"

To make this known to us the Father sends
the Holy Ghost in Christ's name. (Ver. 26.) In
chapter xvii. He is declaring the Father ~n His
own circle. In the gospels, Mark's Gospel for
instance, the Lord, instead of altering your cir­
cumstances helps you by altering you in them.
The Lord never changed a circumstance for
Himself. He shewed that the Father would
always raise a man superior to evil. Even when
He was at the lowest point, deserted by His own,
He says, "I am not alone, the Father is with
me." People generally look for heJp in natural
things by the removal of trOllbles. As I under­
starrd the word H Father," I derive from Him.
It is the groat point in John. I am brought
into the divine circle. We constantly are look­
ing for Him to COlne down and alter our circum­
stances here to suit us naturally, instead of rising
up to His circle and entering on His things.
The Lord when down here ever turned to the
Father, and He was ever above things here ac­
earding to the Father's circle. He had no model
but that. Thus in the storm He is as placid and as
q ui.et as if there' were no storm; as restful in the
care of the Father in the storm as in the calm.
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He was ever in communion with the Father. He
brought everything into consonance with the
Father, and He did not seek that the Father
should bring -anything here into consonance
with man. God was displayed in man's circum­
stances. You cannot know Hiln in glory, you
cannot enjoy Him there, if you have not learned
Him in your own circumstances. If you do not
know His sympathy in your o,vn circumstances
surely you cannot be in communion ,vith Him,
in His circnntstances.

W. B. What is " We will luake our abode
with him"? (Ohap. xiv.)

J. B. S. The idea is He has a rODID in your
heart. The word "abode" is the same as
c, mansion" in the early part of the chapter.
We, as a rule, think most of His path down here;
He was down here; but how was He sustained
down here?

F. H. B. We are called to go through the
circumstances down here in the same power that
the Lord went through them.

J. B. S. When I am in a storlu the natural
wish of the heart is that the Lord would remove it.
If I were in company with Him I should be
as He was in the storlU ; He did not look for the
removal of it.

Verses 1
c, Father, ...
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also may glorify thee. As thou hast given
him power over all flesh," etc. He now takes
the place of the last Adam. The first Adam gave
names to the animals according to the special
quality of each. He gave them nothing. He
,vas a man of great ability to discern their
qualities as they passed by him. He designated
then1. The name was descriptive of the quality.
But the last Adarn can say "Thou hast given
hiln power over all flesh, that he should Gl VE
eternal life to as 111any as thou hast given hiln.H

He has all power in heaven and in earth, and
His will is that those whom the Father has given
Him should share in company with Himself. You
cannot share with Hiol but in the circle where
He is. "This is life eternal, that they might
know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
wholn thou hast sent." He gives it. "The last
Adam is a quickening spirit."

D. L. H. So ,\\?e derive altogether from Him.
J. B. S. Everyone in Christ is a new crea..

ture. We all derive from Him. Christ the first
fruits, then they that are His at His coming. We
did CODle from Adam; we come now from Christ.
It is not only identity; we have His life where
He lives. I have the life of Christ. I enjoy all
that Christ is, but I am not all that Christ is.
This verse shews I have a capacity to enjoy the
Father and the Son. A little child in the com-
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pany of his father hears and sees and in a degree
enters into the things of his father, he has some
of the tastes of his father, he is in a sense in
communion there. We are often seeking some­
thing down here, instead of seeking to enter into
and to enjay the things of the Father.

F. H. B. In connection with His giving it is
important to remember how He gives: "not as the
world give~h give I unto you." He shares all
that He possesses.

J. B. S. It is important to note the mode in
which He imparts life. He breathed on them.
He is a life-giving spirit. He shares with
them of His own.

F. H. B. And does not the mediatorial manner
in which we get it come out in verse 21 ?

J. B. S. We derive from Him; we are of His
order. " Members of his body." It ,is not any­
thing of Adam improved and made suitable to
Him; it is all ne\v. Some think that the old
thing can be reconstructed, but that is not
Christianity. Dear Mr. Bellett used to say,
"Sublimate the flesh as much as you will,
beloved, it will never yield spirit."

H I have glorified thee." The work is finished,
all is done. It is important to apprehend, and a
great help in the gospel, that Christ finished the
Father's work, not rnerely the ""vork for the
sinner. Generally it is said the sinner has an
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interest in the gospel; no doubt he has~ a very
great interest; but the Father, blessed be His
nanle, has an interest in the gospel. "I have
finished the work which thou gayest me to do."
Everything that the Father desired for the sinner
has been so done that the Father can kiss the
returning prodigal. It is wonderful that all was
finished for God before the sinner kne\v of it.
All has been removed; all has been done to God's
infinite satisfaction, so that the reception of the
prodigal is boundless. The nearer you are the
better oft' you are.

Q. Was it not too to bring out all the Father
,vas to the sinner?

J. B. S. Until the work was finished God
could not Inake known His heart to the sinner.
Hence the gospel of the glory lllust be known
before union with Christ is known. I do not
say for the soul's salvation. Many a one is saved
who never yet had a taste of the gospel of the
glory. Here (John xvii.) all is done," I have
finished the work which thou gayest me to do."
There is nothing to hinder everything of the
Father coming out. The love flows out of the
nlighty volume of His own heart, and according
to His own righteousness. No" live coal" now,
as in Isaiah vi. He has not abated His holiness
one bit. Now that the work is done He can
fulfil all that He had purposed fronl eternity..
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W. B. What is propitiation? (1 John iv.)
J. B. S. He had to make propitiation. Man

was under the judgment of God; all under judg­
ment must be removed ill judgment. All has
been removed in the cross.

J. S. A. The entire question between God and
man had to be settled, and then the Father's
heart could come out.

J. B. S. That is the gospel of the glory.• You
find, as you approach the glory, instead of it
repelling you, it invites you. In chapter xiii.
you have a Man glorifying God. In chapte~

xvii. the Son glorifying the Father.
Verse 5: "Now, 0 FatherJ glorify thou me

with thine own self with the glory which I had
with thee before the world was.'J He goes up to
the essential glory. We do not share in that.

T. H R. Still it is wonderful that a Man has
gone up there.

J. B. S. Yes, and that we belong to that
Man.

Q. Is that the glory we shall behold?
J. B. S. YesJ but not what we shall enter

into.
Q. In doing the work for us He has obtained

glory.
J. B. S. He obtained glory because He glori..

fled God in doing the work. He obtained glory
in bearing our judgment, and the glory He thus
obtained He shares with us.
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T. H. R. Is it not wonderful that God has
taken a Man up there, and is going to be dis­
played in that Man.

J. B. S. Yes it is. I often say the Bible is
the history of two men-Adam and Christ
Which man do you belong to ? It is uncommonly
hard to get rid of the old man; only God can do
it for us.

T. H. R. You ,vere saying, No one can take
do,vn a stone out of the old building but God.

J. B. S. YOll and I may try to get rid of our­
selves, but God only can pull down or break the
"rill. "'''"hen you '\\Tould like a stone to be taken
down, God takes it down for you; but I do not
think that He will rernove it unless you desire
it. "\\'e who live are alway delivered unto
death for Jesus' sake." If you really feel any­
thing a hindrance, God \viII take it away. " We
who live;" mind He rolls in death on the living.
It is the stone before the "'Thee1 ; it is relief to you
when renloved.

Q. What produces the desire?
J. B. S. Walking in the Spirit. The purpose

of heart is to go on, and then the hindrance i~

discovered. Bearing aboutin Iny body the dying of
Jesus is connected with 2 Corinthians iii. Yon
are so transformed, so blessed, in beholding the
glory of the Lord that you shrink from every­
thing which interrupts you. You are glad to be
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dead, insensible to every distraction. Yon like
to keep in the sun.

F. H. B. What is the difference between
manifesting the Father's name, in verse 6" and
declaring it, in the last verse?

J. B. S. Manifesting is not the same thing as
declaring. Declaring, is rather explaining or
teaching, the \v0rd exegesis comes from it. Mani­
festing is presenting a thing \vhether seen or not.
The Lord was luanifested here, yet fe,v sa\v Him.
Manifesting is in chapter xiv. "He that hath seen
me hath seen the Father."

F. H. B. Then the declaring His name is His
ministry by the word.

J. B. S. The ,vord translated "declare" at the
end of our chapter is properly "make kno,vll,"
and not the salne word used in John i. 18. The
Holy Ghost brought to the reluembrance of the
disciples all that had been nlanifested.

Q. What is the force of-cc I have kept them
in thy nanle ?"

J" B. S. They ,\vere under a peculiar kind of
protection; they did not comprehend it.; they ""vere
under this divine control. I think ''le have but
little idea of the effect of the Lord's presence ,vith
the disciples on earth-His great moral influence.

D. L. H. "To \vhom shall we go? Thou hast the
words of eternal life," and" Did not our hearts
burn ,vithin us," would be an illustration of it ?
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J. S. A. If they could not know the FatherT

except by the Spirit, why did the Lord say­
;, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast·
thou not kno,vn Ine, Philip ?"

J. B. S. It shewed their dulness; they were
qualified to say, "Our Father which art in
heaven;" because they had seen Him in Christ;
they did not enter into it, but they were entitled
to it. He did not put words into their mouths
that they were not entitled to use. Faith could
use then1 then; if that prayer was suitable to
them then, it was not suitable to them when the
Holy Ghost came.

D. L. H. "Vith regard to the mode of expres~

sion, " Our Father which art in heaven," does not
that same word characterise the mode of revela­
tion which characterised the Lord on earth?

J. B. S. Exactly so ; we could not speak in the
same way now. Luke does tlot say" in heaven."

G. G. Does the expres3ion "in heaven" give
an idea of distance?

J. B. S. Yes, it shews you l1re looking up to
heaven as though you had no access to it..
Literally speaking ,ve know very little of the
Father. I am surprised how little ,ve turn to the
Father-pray to Him. You feel nlore confidence
in turning to the Lord who knows all about you;
but "the Ifather," when He is apprehended,
carries you into a divine order of things; you
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know you are in another circle. I don't think I
could a~k the Father for a fine day.

Q. " My God shall supply all your need."
J. B. S. Yes, God loves us; He who spared

not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Hin1 also freely give
us all things. But the lnoment I say" Father" I
feel I am His child belonging to His order of
things. In chapter xvi. praying to the Father in
Christ's name plants you in another order of
things-Christ's things.

T. H. R. His nalne carries you there into IIis
own circle. I ask for things concerning Himself­
The Father has set His Son up there in His own
.circle.

Q. How does prayer come into that?
J. B. S. When you seek to be acquainted

with the things belonging to Him. All things
that the Father hath are mine.

T. H. R. He has gone to the Father, and that
l11akes a new circle altogether, because the Son is
gone to the Father. In His name you pray now";
you are in a wholly new circle, and you are
.asking for those things that concern Him. You
.are not praying for the benefit of yourself down
here.

J. B. S. That explains clearly the force of the
Lord's words, "Whatsoever ye shall ask the
Father in my name he will give it you." I ask
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for the church, for all that concerns Christ. It
is a wonderful thing to be assured that in the
place where He was rejected if you ask the
Father in His name He will give it. You ask in
the interests of Christ. Peter says, " Silver and
gold have I none, but such as I have give I
thee: In the name of Jesus Christ." &c. . . . . He
has gone to the Father, and you rightly take His
name here. Ever so small a thing; for instance,
a ITleeting rOOln, if you can ask for it for Christ,
it shall be given to you.

A. O. Who is the Lord of the harvest?
J. B. S. Christ, of course. I look to Him no\v

as the Head of the church to send gifts according
to His pleasure. I believe He has sent many
gifts, but they are not all developed. There is a
lot of "bearing" that hinders the gifts from
developluent. If you lived in a coal district you
would understand the word "bearing." YOll

must relllove the bearing before you can get the
coaL You must get rid of the hindrance to the
gift before you can exercise it.

Q. vv"rouId you go to the Lord or to the ]'ather
about that?

J. B. S. I think that gift is chiefly developed
in the assembly. As to your service you should
pray to the Lord. We should find out as we
were near Hirn. A child soon finds out whether
it should go to its father or its lllother about a
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thing. I could not lay down a rule. You may
.change in a moment from the Father to the
Lord.

Q. What of chapter xiv. 13? « "\\Thatsoever
.ye shall ask in my name that will I do."

J. B. S. That is connected ,vith power for
yourself. Stephen is an example that you can
be brought up to Christ where He is. There can
be no greater work than that you should be
.superior to yourself by divine power.

It is not service in John xiv.; it is preparation
for service; it is individual. It is lying down in
·green pastures. It is preparation for service.
.Stephen is prepared; he is in power for the
work; he is for Christ now. It is like walking
-on the water. Christ is above everything; and it
is not now with you, your own circumstances, but
Christ's service; and you are so fitted, that you
.are able to rise above everything and stand for
Him here in spite of everything.

G. G. "Full of the Holy Ghost." We ought
-to be that.

Q. You often hear people address God in
prayer as "God and Father." Is that Tight?

J. B. S. I like it. I think they ought to be
eonnected. I am rather afraid of saying Father
without God. I am afraid of losing the sense of
His greatness. In history you read of a prince
wha addressed the king as " Sire" in the begin-
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ning of his letter, but ended it "your dutiful
son." You have both the dignity of the Person and
the knowledge of relationship. You would not
like to lose the sense of who He is.

D. L. H. Ephesians begins with (C Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,"
and in the two prayers (i. and iii.) he divides
them.

J. B. S. The reverse of the order in John.
John puts Father and God. Paul puts "God
and li'ather."

The way to learn to pray is in Luke xi. I
kno'v that I can come to Hinl. I have confidence
in Him. I know that He has what I want; I
have it not; and I cannot get it anywhere else.
I must continue asking until I get it, for I have
no other resource. That iF; the way you learn .to
pray.

Q. We must remember, too, we have the
Spirit of His Son.

J. B. S. There are t~,Yo ways to pray: one
way is, as a man on earth I make known all my
requests to God. I may not get any answer at
all, but I get much better, the peace of God ,vhich
passeth all understanding. The other way is) I
aUl asking according to His will; I am asking for
the Lord's things. You do not kno\v how the
answer will come, but you know that it VJill come.

Q. How are we kept in the Fathees name?
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J. B. S. The Father has children. You are to
come out in this world as of a ne",'" order, a new
stock. CC Sanctify them through thy truth. Thy
word is truth." A nevt constitution, a new order
of being according to the counsels of God.
"Behold ,vhat luanner of love the Father has
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the
children of God!" There are two conditions in
Shnctification. The one is, you are a new kind of
being in the old place according to His workman­
ship; the other is, that as Christ has left this
place altogether, you are dissociated in heart from
this place. You are in nature not of the man
here; and positionally your heart is apart from
it because Christ has gone away.

You get the principle in Philippians iii. The
apostle says, I prefer Christ to everything in
lnan; that I call constitutional; you are a lle\V

creation. But then also you are" forgetting the
things that are behind and reaching forth to those
things that are before;" that I call positional.

E. R. The truth made good in us by the
Spirit.

A. H. The truth of the Father. The truth,
as worked out in us ; it is progressive.
. J. B. S. You are a new creation, formed

according to His own mind, nctt'urally outside of
this world, and positionally also outside of it. I
said to ~ir. D. when he was speaking of it, "Then
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sanctification is immeasurable." " Y8S," he said,
" it is irnlneasurable." To be as much apart frOIn
this world as Christ is.

A. H. Did you not once say our present sanc­
tification has all the elenlents of the future glory
in it?

J. B. S. We have now morally all that we
shall have actually. All that belongs to
heaven, all that we shall have by-and-by forms
us for heaven now. Nothing has the same effect
on the world as sanctification. There are two
things which should mark the saints, unity
and sanctification. The more trul,V we are sanc­
tified the more are we in unity, the more are we
one. The more you are sanctified the more
weight you will have with others. They may
sneer at you and refuse you, but yet they respect
it, and are impressed. It reminds me of Isaac
and Abinlelech. Abimelech did not seem to think
nluch of Isaac when he was in his country, but
when he left his country he sought him out and
honoured hirD. True separation from the world
has the greatest effect on people. Years ago the
comment on us was, " how uncommonly separated
they are." The testimony breaks down when we
are not what we bear witness to.-

A. H. What is the difference between the
~"ather keeping us in His name and the Son
having kept His disciples in the Father's name?
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J. B. S. Christ was now going away unto the
Father. While He was here He kept His own in
the Father's nanle. They learned the Father
from the Son upon earth. Now He has gone to
the Father, and you are brought to the Father in
and by Him; and now you are directly kept by
the Father, kept here as the children of the
Father.

Q. Is the er I will declare Thy name" in the
last verse identical with the first?

J. B. S. I think in the last verse He is carry­
ing out what He referred to in the first-I have
Inade known and will make knO\\"D. Then
follows "that the love ,vherewith thou hast
loved me may be in them.~' That is the love...
that keeps you from the world. ,( If any man
love the world, the love of the Father is not
in him." If I know the Father loves Ine, that I
aIn the object of His love, it is wonderful the
dignified separation from the world which it
confers.

Q. What is " I in them ?"
J. B. S. We are never apart from Him. He

it; the source of everything to us. Your greatest
gain is that He should dwell in your heart. His
tastes and pleasure would then be yours. This is
to ,; win Christ." You get it in Ephe&ans iii., and
in Colos~3P:nsJ H Christ in you the hope of glory."

A. H. Will you say a \vard· on the three
unities in the chapter?
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J. B. S. Verse 11 refers to the disciples alone;
verse 21, "one in us," that takes us all in. It i8
not so nluch unity as oneness. It is unity of
n1ind, " perfectly joined together in the salne nlind,
and in the same judgment." \Vhat a spectacle to
the world the saints of God would be if all were
of one mind l The Son bad one mind with the
Father. .That is the pattern of the oneness. I
believe this chapter will be fulfilled in the New
J erusalern-every one in his place; no dislocation.
'fhe nearer we are to the Lord the more un­
worldly we are. If you could find two brothers
equally sanctified they would be exactly of the
san1e mind. " Be ye transformed by the renewing
of your Illind." Many a thing a man does not
understand because he is worldly. If he got out
of the world he would understand it. Many a
thing that is abstruse to him, if he were out of
the world he would see clearly. There will be
no such thing as any difference of mind in
heaven-all perfectly joined together in one
mind, one judgment.

D. L. H. U All the mind in heaven is one."
J. B. S. Exactly so
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