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MESSAGE TO THE QUEMERFORD
~1EETING.

IT is llluch before me just now to bring before
the brethren how little the truth, made known
to Mr. Darby, has been luaintained and pursued
by U~. I am trying to write a review of the
way it has been opposed and refused. and I
want theul to Inake it a proluinent subject at
Quenlerford, that they should give it more
thought~ as that which has been given by the
Lord in this century t each one being responsible
for its nlaintenance. This IS lily 111essage to
thelll, with lHy best love.
REVIE'V OF HO\V THE TH.UTH, 'VHICH THE LORD

REVIVED TO THE CHURCH IN THIS CENTURY,

HAS BEEN OPPOSED AND RO'V LITTLE ACCEPTED.

The Lord was pleased to revive through dear
Mr. Darby the truth that Christ is the Head
of the body, ,vhile he was still in the Church
of England. Alrnost concurrent with this the
opposition began. Dr. Pusey, who was of his
own age, brought into force the great clerical
opposition, called Ritualisnl. At that time some
of the leading rnen at Oxford-~lr. Newton and
Mr. Harris-:-left the Established Ohurch, and
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consorted with ~Ir. Darby. He having also left
the Established Oh urch, now propounded the
light which he had received, having first learnt
the gospel which enabled hinl to apprehend the
truth himself.

I did not kno\v l\'Ir. Darby until after he ,vas in
Plymouth in 1833. After leaving the University,
I went to stay with him at a brother's house at
Cork, where I was his constant companion; and
just to give an idea of the truth that calne out, I
rnention an attempt of mine to compose a hyuln,
entirely a new idea to Iue, a.s a di vinity student,
raw from the University, and before I was
twenty.

Hark! happy saints! loud lift your voice,
Tell to the world how ye rejoice-

You heaven is your home.
There lives your Head with glory crowned;
Ye-members, for His kingdom bound,

All cry-" Lord Jesus, come."

Yon may sce from this how very clearly was

brought out the fact that our place is heaven,
and that Ohrist is our Head there.

Nat long after this there ,vas a great move
ment in Plymouth on prophetic questions, to
which Mr. Newton gave his exclusive attention,
and most were carried away by it. During the
few months that I was with Mr, Darby I used to
hear him cornplain of what was going on as to
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the line of teaching. When I was in Plymouth
in 1844, they had become a large number, with
a very large building to Ineet in, holding 1200
people. That was before the division. I want
to point out how this prophetic teaching first
diverted saints from the line of truth which the
Lord had given. 1'he division actually ensued
(before the evil doctrine as to the Lord's Person
\vas discovered), because t.he course of Mr.
Newton and his adherents denied that the saints
in one place are one with the saints everywhere,
and are practically one body.

The next opposition was from Mr. Dorman,
and was joined by l\Ir. Darby's own brother
and others, who condelnned hin1 for saying
that the Lord bore sufferings which were not
atoning, and that He gave up the life to ,vhich
sin attached. So much was Mr. Darhy affected
by it that he proposed to cease to break bread;
but a few of us met hinl at a brother's house,
and disBuaded him from such a course. Thus
\ve can easily see how low an idea was prevalent
among brethren as to the Lord's humanity and
work.

This discussion was a great help to me, because
when I looked through scripture I saw that
there were rnany sufferings which were not
atoning sufferings. And then came the question
as to the judgment of sin. There could not be
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really the judgment of sin if the life ,vas not
given up. If the judgnlent is really borne,
the man must be given up-not only the sin,
but the man in whom the sin was. Mr. Dorman
and others would not have it that Christ bore the
judgnlent; they held that lIe only bore death.
This was in May, 1866.

At a large meeting in ~Ianchester in 1873,
I remember calling the attention of brethren
to the way the enemy had endeavoured to
spoil the pure strealn given by the Lord, first
by one thing, and then by another. I then
referred to the subject-speaking on the passage,
" Nat holding the Head" (~lr. Darby ,vas
present). I was tracing ho\v the truth caBle

out, how it was refused, and how little it had
been aecepted. I shewed that the opposition
of the enelny at that moment took the forlIl
of proclaiming the gospel without the church~

limiting the truth to the salvation of souls.
We kno\v what a wave of gospel exciten1ent
prevailed at that time. I re nle III ber also calling
the brethren's attention at a large brothers'
meeting in London to the fact of how the
gospel was set forth without separation frOtH

the world] and an assumption of holiness \vithout
separation from ecclesiastical systern-just the
difference bct,veen El-elohe-Israel and Bethel.
The one, where there is no sense of His presence,
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the other-where the presence of God affects
you down to the smallest detail of your family.
The leaven has spread from that day to this,
nanlely, that you can have professecl nearness
to God (the right ground and the right blessing)
and yet have no sense of His presence. I t is
really the effect of accepting and exclusively
adhering to objecth7 e truth without the cor
responding subjective state) which is the Spirit's
,vork in us.

Subsequent to thi~ the new creation was
denied at Reading. It was said that old things
became new, and from that day to this great
ignorance of ,vhat is the character an~ nature
of new creation has marked the opposers, and
I anl afraid there is still a very imperfect sense
of what new creation really is~" the new man
,vhich aft~r God is created in righteousness and
holiness of truth." Those who dwell exclusively
on o~jective truth can never know experinlent
ally what new creation is-that it is the great
grace of God to give us a state fitted to the
reception of His grace, as the best robe fitted
the prodigal for the great supper. Thus God
fits us for the new position which His grace
has secured to UR.

There is, thank God, a better and clearer idea
now of what the new creation is than there
,vas thirty years ago; but many of the evange-
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lists do not really apprehend fully that the
old Inan is removed from the eye of God in
j udglnent. If thifi were truly apprehended they
wouId not address the old Iuan by seeking to
work on his feelings. It is quite right to awaken
souls to their lost condition, but the grace of God
is that He has reuloved that man in judgment.
But I believe that what is not understood is the
nature of the Jlan, the unique character of the
One who has superbeded the first lnan before
the eye of God; and until this is apprehended,
and that we -derive from Ohrist, as lllembers
of His body, there can be no apprehension that
He is our Head~the source of all life and
power, or of what it is to be llniteu to Ritu.

Anyone acquainted with the details of the
controversy froIH 'Vitney in 1888, on to the
present time, nlust be convinced of the ignorance
of SOlne of the D10st ad vanced teachers as to
what it is to have Christ fonned in you. This
was foreseen by J\Ir. Darby ,vhen he recommended
the study of John's writings, which in a great
measure are subjective.

The Lord give grace to His saints to a,vaken
thenl to their inlluense loss in not Inaking 1110re

of the great truth which He has revi\1 ed atnong
us. I ~ee everyone's power is in proportion as
he approaches to it.

June 1st, 1890. J. B. STONEY.



RESP( )NSIBILrry
AS TO

Mi\INTENANCE OF THE TRUTH.
(JOSHUA V.)

I WOULD not venture to say anything at all,
after what has been before us, did I not in
some sense feel conscious of having a word
from the Lord. And what I first wish to
press upon each one is our individual respon
sibility in regard to the maintenance of the
truth. It is very easy to put the responsibility
of maintaining the truth on those who luinister
the truth. It is certainly not given to every
one to minister the truth. J\Iinistry is in the
power of gifts frorn Christ, and He clainls to
be sovereign in that nlatter ; and it is a privilege
to minister in the truth. But I say without
any hesitation that it is the responsibility of
everyone of us to maintain the truth. We
do not maintain the truth luerely by clinging
tenaciously to the terms of the truth, but by
being ourselves the exponents of the truth. You
may think what I say is hard, but I judge that
we ought to be In'epa1~ed to surrender every
thing-whatever we have in this life, the
dearest ties and associations, whatever honour
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or glory or position we Inay have-in order
to be exponents of the truth which the Lord
has given us to ll1aintain. It is very easy to
justify having things agreeable here-and God
may allow us to enjoy many things here-but
they may readily be too prominent with us,
and when they arc, the truth has a second
place; and which, I ask, should have the first
place-the things of this life, or the truth?
Every right-minded person would allow that
the truth is to be the first thing, and we are
at all cost to maintain it, and the divine way
to maintain it is by ourselves being the ex
pression of it, and everything has to be sub
ordinate to that. So I say that, in a sense
the les~ a rnan has in this world the better.
If we have confidence in God, God can care
for His people, and He is not limited to hnn1an
methods. People make provision for their
families in their way, and think that God is
bound to that way. God has His own \vay, and
can make provision in His own way; He is not
bound to any particular way.

I think \ve often lack in piety. Faith is, that
we haVB the light of God's things; piety is, that
we bring God into our own things. If you
make the truth the first concern and are here
entirely for the Lord, the Lord will own you,
and He will provide for your things; ,ve have
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no need to be anxiou~ on that score. For my
self J can say, that is the line which I would
seek to follow.

I only say that by way of preface, for what I
want to come to is this-we have heard of what
the Lord has been pleased to give back to us in
these last days-the truth that Christ, the
glorified }[an, is the Head in heaven, and that
His body iR here. 'rhere are thousands of
Christians who would allow the body in glory.
\Vhat I saw long since was that the practical
difficulty with saints lay in inability to realise
the truth that the body was here in com
pleteness. I irnagine that it is accepted by
everyone here to-day, that the body is here,
and that Christ is Head to the body. That
is the prorninent truth, as I should under
stand, which the Lord has given back to' us
in this century, and in which we have to
stand.

There is another cognate truth, and that is,
that the body is derived from Christ. Eve
was taken from Adam that she Inight be united
to Adam. No other was fit to be a help-meet
for him. So the body has been taken from
Ohrist in the time of His death to Israel, in
order to be fit to be His companion in glory
His bride; that is, that she might be for His
pleasure and share His honour. I just refer
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to it, because that is what God has been pleased
to bring us to.

I want to say another word in regard to our
responsibility to maintain the truth. There are
two things here to which we have to return;
two things which rnarked saints at the beginning.
Where there has been departure you are bound
to go back to first principles, and you have to go
to the outset to find them. If the Spirit of God
has opened your eyes in any nleasure to the true
state of things, that is what you have to do. N O\V

the two things to which I refer are great safe~

guards; and you Inust keep within them if you
want to be in the truth, and in liberty from..
what is about. They are the reproach of Christ
and the power of the Spirit. If I nlay speak of
them as principles (though they are not exactly
principles, for the Spirit of God is not a principle),
these are what you must hold to, if you want
to be Inaintained in liberty fr0111 all that is
about us-that is, from BabyIon.

I want to shew the working of these principles
at the beginning and now. You tnust relnember
that at the time Christ came, the people of God
were under the power of Babylon. Of cour:-:;e, it
was the ROfilan power at the mOlnent, but it was
the continuation of BabyIon; it was the lo,ver part
of the sarne great image. That is where the
people of God were at the Inonlent-captive
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to Babylon: they had been under captivity in
Babylon, now they were not captive in Babylon,
but to it. The course of things is prophetically
told by the prophet Isaiah. God brought a
relnnant of the people back into the land under
Gentile protection, in order that Christ might be
presented to them. That was the external
~tate of things, and Christ was presented to tha
responlSibility of the people; but as to eccle
siastical forln and order, everything was under
the protection of the Gentile power. The
Gentile power was dominant, and if it saw
fit to set aside the Je\vish forUl and order, it
had power to do it. If it saw fit to luaintain
it, they could have it. They were dependent
on the Gentile power. Christ was presented
to the responsibility of the people under these
conditions, but rejected.

The point is this: the Babylonish power was
not set aside. Christ was crucified at the hand
of that power. The Gentile was guilty in this.
The Jew cast Hiln out of the vineyard, and
put Him into the hand of the Roman power,
and that power was imrnediately responsible
for crucifying the Lord of glory. The apostle
holds that the princes of this world crucified
the Lord of glory. God did not come in at
the mOUlen t to destroy the Romish power; on
the contrary, He allowed it to renlain and to
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completely set atiide the JeWlsh polity and
ecclesiastical order. The whole thing was broken
up, J erusaleln became a heap of stones, and it
was done by the hand of the beast-the Roman
power; and the ecclesiastical order-the camp
was completely set aside.

N OWJ I would ask, how were the saints
the remnant of that day-who did not surrender
the truth (for the mass had turned apostate),
how were they to escape from the Babylonish
power? For Rome was not publicly judged
at that time; on the contrary, it got more
complete power. I will tell you how they ,vere
set free from it. It was by the acceptance of
the two principles to which I have referred, the
reproach of Christ, and the power of the Spirit.
It was thus that ChriAtians were saved in that
day from the Babylonish power. In accepting
the reproach of Ohrist they were delivered from
ecclesiastical form and order, from dependence
on the camp, as we read in the last chapter
of Hebrews: "Let us go forth therefore unto
him without the camp, bearing his reproach,"
and had no longer occasion to look 101' coun
tenance from the Gentile power. 'They might
in leaving the camp have to COlne under the re
proach of impiety, for that matter; but they
did not concern themselves about that. Their
language ,vas, Christ suffered without the gate;
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,ye go to Him, and bear His reproach. In
thus leaving outward form and order they
became independent of man, and dependent on
a power which man cannot understand at all
on the power of the Spirit of God. Some may,
perhaps say: Did not the apostles set up an
ecclesiastical form and order? I believe the
apostles set up nothing but what was in the
po\ver of the Spirit of God. Jew and Gentile
,vere builded together to be the habitation of
God through the Spirit; but that is not form
or ecclesiastical order, that is spiritua1. The
idea of it is that the saints are "a spiritual
house, an holy prie~thood, to oWer up spiritual
sacrifices. ll The whole thing was pervaded by
the Spirit. That is lDJ idea of what was set
up by the apostles; nothing outside the vital
power of the Holy Ghost in the soul, and that
was the ,york of the apostles. The point to me is
this-that Christians were practically set free
frolD the RrHllish power because they were not
dependent on it. They were prepared to suffer
af) Christ had suffered if need be; thBy had
nothing but the Spirit of God. The two things
that guarded thern were the reproach of Christ
and the power of the Spirit.

Now I want to conle to the preRent time, which
is much lllore difficult. Things are in such con·
fusion. Babylon is no\,," within; not the Romish
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power, but the popish power, and I want to tell you
the character of that power. It is a lvorrlclly power.
I do not believe in the inherent power of the
pope a bit. He is ruled by the world. B O\V

did he get his power? By trimming his sails
to the powers that were, and playing off one
against another. It was diploluacy, by which
he maintained, and does nlaintain his power;
but he is not the power, the world is the power.
The forrm of BabyIon is ecclesiastical, and there
the saints ",rere in bondage: but in being in
bondage to popery they were in bondage to the
world.

And how have we got free 1 On just the
same principles as at the beginning, nan1e]y,
hy being apart froln ecclesiastical form and
organisation and order in the acceptance of
the reproach of Ohrist, and by the power of
the Spirit. I want everyone to weigh theRe
things, to see the immense importance of them.
It is only thus that we can be maintained free
from the tyranny of the \yorld-power which has
come into the professing church.

I do not believe that the Lord intended that
the prominent thing with us should be eccle
siastical form and order. The assunlption of
this was the first great declension at Ply
mouth, the evil which sought to isolate
the meeting there, and to give to it a certain
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distinct form. We do not want to fall into
the sanle error. We are in the scene of Christ's
reproach, in the place in which He has been
rejected, and we should he distrustful of every
thing which is not the immediate fruit of the
pow'er of the Spirit of God. If we look at
the things about us, as, for instance, the State
Churches, we Ree that while they have escaped
in a certain sense from ROlue, they have halted
half way, and have set up in some degree the
same thing ill themselves. They are not in
liberty. Then the various dissenting systems
have set up for themselves a form and order
not exactly on the lines of Babylon, but they
have not escaped the bondage of the \yorld, and
are fast going back under it. Why? Because
they have not accepted the reproach of Ohrist
and the power of the Spirit. We have pro
fe8sedly accepted both, and they are our safe
guards. rrhe moment you surrender either you will
get back into bondage to the great world-power.
You may get back into it in greater or less
degree, but you will surely end there if you
travel away froll1 these two great principles.

What we find in this chapter (Joshua v.) con
nects itself very intimately with what I have
~ought to put before you, and I may remark
first that what we come to here is typical of
assembly privilege and blessing, that is, of
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\vhat is not individual but collective. Where it
is a question of the wilderness everything is
individual. The wilderness regards the saints
as individuals; we enter into that path in which
we prove God individually. lVly exerci~es in
the wilderness are not the exercises of another,
and the exercises of another saint are not nlY

"
exercises. The experience of God which r
gain in the wilderness is nlY own, and
the experience which another gains is not
nline. As has often been said, the "rilderness
formed no part of the purpose of God,
hut of His ways. It is where we learn His
\vays, ,vhere we learn practically what God is
to us; and there it is that the lllanna is the
food of our souls. We are snpported here by
the grace of Christ. Manna is daily grace for
daily need. It was Ohrises path as a man
here. The wilderness is where I learn whftt
Christ was in His lonely pathway down here;
the lowly grace of the heavenly Man, the perfect
setting forth of what is according to God "in
a dry and thirsty land, where no water is," as ,ve
get it in Psalm xvi., and again in Psalrn xxiii.

But here in Joshua v. we come in type to
church associations, to that which is coUective
and corporate.

The first point to which I want to call your
attention is in verse 1: When all the kings on
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the other side of Jordan" heard that the Lord
had dried up the waters of Jordan . . . . their
heart melted, neither was there any spirit in
them any more, because of the children of
Israel." l\Iark the connection with this of the
next verse, ~, .A t that time the Lord said unto
Joshua, ~Iake thee sharp knives, and circumcise
again the children of Israe1." You would have
thought that if there was no luore spirit left
in the kings because of what God had done
for Israel, that the way was clear for the
children of Israel, and that it merely rernained
for then1 to go up and take possession. But
a great deal of preparation was needful on
theit: part. The first thing you get is cir
cumcision. Circumcision has to be realised in
the saints. Why so? That they may "keep
the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of
peace." \Ve could not go further without cir~

cumClSlon. That is what ,ve have to come to.
What is it that brings in divergence of feeling
and judgment arnong saints? N at the Spirit,
but the flesh. Before.we can get on collectively
you must have" the putting off the body of the
flesh by the circumcision of Christ." Without
that you cannot keep in the unity of the Spirit.
Everyone is responsible to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. What is the
unity of the Spirit? It is a unity of judgment
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and spiritual affection, and there is no real unity
apart from spiritual affect/ions. I cannot under
stand it without. How the Spirit produces it,
I judge, is that He keeps the saints under the
influence of God's love, and thai is the ,vay in
which we are bound together.

When I look around at a cOlnpany of saints it
is not unity of doctrine I look fOf, I should not
care for our bond to be unity of doctrine, but I
look for unity of affection. Doctrine is not the
bond of perfectness but love. "Te Inay be
lacking as to affection though orthodox as to
doctrine. I cannot understand the unity of the
Spirit apart frorn spiritual affection, and it is to
be kept in the uniting bond of peace. Peace is
there, on God's part there is no disturbing
element. God has removed every cause of
disturbance. The only thing likely to intrude is
the tlesh, and it is to be kept out by the power
of the Spirit; ,ye are to be Inaintained in this
unity, and to be diligent to keAp it in the bond
of peace. To that end there is circunlcision:
"the putting off the body of the flesh through
the circumcision of Christ." The bod V of the

"'
fle.sh I understand to be the \veight, the incu-
bus of the flesh; the whole thing goes. That
break:;; the link with Egypt. If flesh goes, Egypt
is gone. Flesh subsists in the things of Egypt; not
of the \vilderness or of the land. Flesh must have
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its food, and the food of flesh is in Egypt. The
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride of
life. If the body of the flesh is put oH: the
link with Egypt is for ever broken. Thus the
flesh is not to intrude at all. The monlent it
intrudes it brings in a bit of grit and so disturbs
the peace. God ha., been pleased in divine good
ness to rClnove everything that had any title or
pretension to di~turb. ~ow we are at liberty
and privileged to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace; let us look to it then that
,ye do not fail in this! Let us see that our
heart~ are kept under the influence of divine
love, and that thus ,ye love one another, and not
'watch one another to see if there be evil. It
ought to be pain to see evil in one another; we
need to be enlarged in the knowledge of divine love
and in love to one another. How can I prove
that I love God? By loving the brethren. " If
a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother,
he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother
whonl he bath seen, how can he love God whom
he hath not seen?" "Everyone that ]oveth
him that begat, loveth hilll also that is begotten
of him."

That is the first great principle, and so far we
have only come to hUlllan weakness. If the
body of the flesh is put off man _has come to the
extremity of human \veaknes5, he is no longer
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supported by natural po\ver. Natural power is
connected with the flesh, but I do not accept
that support. (Ver.9.) Cl This day have I rolled
away the reproach of Egypt froln off you." I
cannot attempt to carry out the things of God in
the energy of the flesh; there is no resource left
now but the Spirit of God, and in that, luan is as
to himself weak. As sure as you are in th e
power of the Spirit of God, you will know that
you are weak, "When I anI weak then arn I
strong." Where the Spirit of God is, there is
hound to be the sense of weakness.

In Israel, it 111ay be remarked, the males only
were circurncised, because they were the strength
of Israel. But it is not so now. The rna]es are
not the strength of the church. "By one Spirit
we are all baptized into one body." "As rnany
of JOu as have been baptised unto O~rist, have
put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor
Greek .... there is neither male nor fen1ale:
for ye arc all one in Christ J eSlls." (Gal. iii.
27, 28.) Everyone now, is to have put off
the body of the flesh in the circulncision of
Ohrist. It is a principle of universal application:
and 0n it hangs the truth of our being one body
in Christ.

We read in verses 10, 11, "And the children
of Israel encanlped in Gilgal, and kept the
passover . . . . and. they did eat of the old corn
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of the land on the morro,v after the passover,
unleavened cakes, and parched corn in the self
SUtTIe day." T,vo things go together here, follow
ing on the inorrow of the passover; there is
unleavened bread, which maintained circum
cision, and at the same time the old corn of the
land. The first is what the apostle put before
the Corinthians, " Christ our passo\rer is sacrificed
for us; therefore let us keep the feast ... ,vith
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth."
Here you get the two things combined, and if you
know anything about the old corn of the land
you ,vill be certain to keep the feast with
unleavened bread.

You may ask, What do you understand by the
" old corn of the land"? I will tell you_CC If ye
then be risen with Ohrist, seek those things that
ate above." If you can tell me what is proper to
and characteristic of Christ in the scene where
He is, I win tell you what the old corn of
the land is. I t is not the manna; the luanna is
the grace of Ohrist in a scene where all is
contrary. By the old corn of the land I under
stand all that is characteristic of Christ in a
S'1ene where everything is congruous. Christ is
gone back into that scene from '\vhich He
came, where all is suitable. There is no change
in that sense n~orallv, and Ohrist is the centre

01

there and comlnands and controls all spiritual
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affections. That is to 111e the thought of the old
corn of the land. If we kno\v \vhat it is to have
to say to that scene ¥ie shall not fail to eat...
the unleavenecl bread; you may be sure we
shall realise that sincerity and truth are suit
able if "Te know anything of the "things
above" \vhere Christ is sitting.

One word ll10re; I unuerstand the eating of
the old corn of the land to be not individual but
collective privilege. Here you are cortle, I think,
on to assernbly ground. It is like the new lllan,

the t"yO (Jew and Gentile), Inade in Christ into
one. I think the old corn of the land has been
looked at too much as food individually. It
appears to me that it refers to the affections and
joys of the holiest, what \ve feed on in COin·

munion. I t is spiritua.l privilege, the appropria
tion of Christ in what He is before the Father in
heavenly affection and order. If you accept that
you will understand why the lnanna cease3.
The 1110rnent I enter into that scene in \vhich
Christ is Head I have done \vith the wilderness
and the individual path, and for the Inonlent
I have done \vith the lnanna. I have to go back
to it; but I enter in spirit on a scene where Christ
is all, and for the rnornent the rnanna ceases.
Of course you get it presented only typically in
Joshua v., for when Israel were actually come
into the land the ll1anna ceased completely.
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And for the Christian, when we truly reach
assenlbly ground, when we enter into the scene
of heavenly affections, the manna ceases and you
eat the old corn of the land.

The old corn of the land connects itself as we
have seen with unleavened bread; and so in
Hebre,vs x. it says, "Let us draw near with a
true heart in full assurance of faith." " They
did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that
year." (Vel'. 12.) The fruit of the land of
Canaan is \vhat is proper to heaven.

One point In01'e. All that we have seen is
paving the way for conflict. (See verso ] 3-15.)
.A.nd in speaking of conflict I may refer to a
Inistake into ,vhich I think we have fallen. We
have been accustonled to say that Christ is Head
to the asselnbly and that He is not Lord to
the asselnbly. I quite admit He is Head to
the aSSell1bly, but the working of that is, that
we think when we come to the as~embly we
have done vl.ith the L/)rd. I admit Christ is not
Lord to the asselnbly as such, but the assembly is
privileged to be with the Lord in the conflict.
I see in Ephesians we are to be "str~ng in
the J...ord and in the povler of his might," I
do not think that is individual. I t is a question
of conflict and testilnony. The privilege of the
assen1bly is to be with the Lord in the conflict
against the power of evil.
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The mistake Joshua made was in thinking
that the Lord was to be with them. as if the
captain of the Lord's host was to fight their
battles. He asks, \( Art thou for us or for our
adversaries?" The angel says directly, H Nay,
but as captain of the host of the Lord am I now
come." It is not a question of My being with
you, but of your being with Me. That is the
great point. If we understand anything about
collective privilege, that is, if we know Christ as
the Head of the asselnbly, then there is another
privilege conferred, and that is, to be with Him
in conflict against His adversaries-to be asso
ciated with Hiln against the power of evil. I do
not think that is much understood by the
saints. I think we know what it is to love the
Lord individually, to confess Him as Lord, to
love Him, and to look for His appearing, and
we rejoice to have the Lord with us in our path
way through the wilderness; but that is all
connected with our individual path, and there is
another thing, which is the proper privilege of
the church, namely, to be 1vith the LO'i'd in con
flict with the wickedness in the heavenly places.
" Our conflict is not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against
wicked spirits in heavenly places."

One word more in connection with verse 15;
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"Loose thy shoe from off thy foot, for the place
w hereon thou standest is holy." The ground is
holy. When you are with the Lord in spiritual
conflict you will not do much if you do not
follow holiness. You Inust put off your shoes
from off your feet, for it is holy ground you
are upon. Yon are with the Lord. You have
kno~Tn Him in the assembly declaring the
Father's name to His brethren, leading the
praises there; you have tasted that. But now
there is the being with Him in the spiritual
conflict; and the ground on which you stand is
holy.

I only took up this chapter just to indicate
these things; and what we have come back to'
are the two principles that we spoke of-the
reproach of Christ and the power of the Spirit.
We have escaped in measure from Babylonish
captivity, but the liberty can only be maintained
on the principles on which we began; we cannot
surrender them for a lllOOlent; we Inust accept
the reproach of Christ in the power of the
Spirit. The Spirit is here)· the Spirit has come
down and convicts the ,,,"arId of sin, of righteous
ness and of judgment. He is the power to
nlaintain for Christ; and if we accept the
reproach of Christ we know no power but that
of the Spirit.

You have come to spiritual circumcision that
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every difficulty between one and another lnay
be removed, that we may be able to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; and
in eating the old corn of the land you have
come to heavenly associations; and the Inanna,
the food of the wilderness, ceases; and you have
come to the Captain of the Lord's ,host; you
are occupied \vith His interests; you are led
by Hinl into conflict with the power of evil~

and the place is holy.
Do not make the fatal mistake of supposing

that this refers only to those who minister
that no one is responsible for Inaintaining and
guarding the truth Lut those who Ininister it.
The spiritual circumcision refers to all. We
all have to stand to the truth of it. It is
not the "males" no\-v, we have all as :it COll1

pany to stand in the truth which we have
professed to accept. H We being many are
one body." "All one in Christ." Though it
may only be given to a few to minister, it is
the responsibility and privilege of each one to
stand to, and seek to maintain the truth, and
that, not by doglnatism, but by being exponents
of it.

.;: I~I c ·
F. E. R.



NC)T ONLY DOCTRINE, BUT MANNER

()F LIFr~,

PUTTING OFF THE OLD MAN, AND

PUTTING ON THE NEW.

(1IATT. XXI. 42, 43; EPH. I. 12-14; IV. 20-241 30.)

I READ that passage in Matthe\\r to shew how
it indicates what was before the mind of
the Lord when He ,vas rejected here. I cannct
expres,,-; to you, beloved brethren, how much I
feel the need there is for us to realise that
the Lord has been refused in this world. I
think if ,ve pondered it more it would ac
yuire in our souls a tremendous force. I can
not convey to you what appears to 111e the
magnitude of that one great fact, that the
Lord Jesus Christ has been rejected here.
Now, rejected, He becomes the source, I need
hardly say, of altogether another-what shall I
call it ?-a -syste1n of glory, in which the
chureh is associated \vith Him. But the great
fact that He is rejected here is what I want
to press upon you.

I think the Lord indicates here to the Jews
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what I would that our hearts also should lay
hold of in a distinct way. "The kingdom of
God shall be taken away from you, and given
to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof."
They held what had been comlnitted to them in
an outward, formal way. To speak after our
manner, it was a great ecclesiastical system.
Now the kingdom proffered to them should be
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits
thereof. There is to be nothing before God
but what is real and true. I do not say the
church is referred to here. No doubt He refers
to the remnant as those who would bring forth
the fruit of it. I only speak of the principle.
The unfaithful nation should be set aside, and
the remnant, as answering to that character, will
become the nation. As we know, the remnant
in the interval became the church; but "bring
ing forth the fruits thereof" is the point I would
like to press upon you, and to take hon1e, to my
own heart.

Through God's grace we have had recovered
to us the wonderful truths which were given
to Mr. Darby in this century. I need hardly
say how deeply thankful I am we have not
lost them. If it had been a question of our
own conduct, the Lord might long ago have
let us go into darkness about them. I see
how many have turned aside, and if we are



NOT ONLY DOCTRINE, ETC. 29

here to-day to think about them it is nothing
but the grace of God that has kept us. Surely
every heart will be lifted up to the Lord, and
accept the warning we have had that we should
not be diverted froln pursuing them.

It is a great thing to have our faces turned
the right \vay, that is, to the Lord Jesus Christ
where He is. God knows our weakness, how
long He bears ,vith us! But it is a great
thing to have our faces set the right way at
all costs, though our own inconsistency is dis
covered thereby. It is a principle I can honestly
say that I have set before myself for many years,
that however much the truth cuts me, I will never
seek to lower it because experirnentally I am
not up to it (God knows what rnay hinder);
but I will through God's grace hold the truth
and count upon Hirn, with my face set the
right way, to lead me on in it. If we have
before us this principle, we may count upon
the word, "Delight thyself also in the Lord,
and he shall give thee the desires of thine
heart." I may, perhaps, have little got hold
of what my heart desires, but delighting in the
Lord, His things become the attraction for lne,
and He shews me that w"hich hinders my getting
hold of them, and this is where circumcision
COlnes to our relief, instead of being a legal
observance.
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I thank the Lord for the word to us this
morning; for de]jghting in the Lord ,ve see the
need of spiritual circumcision and the acceptance
of the reproach of Christ. One thing I have seen
lately, and that is, to accept the reproach of Christ.
He is disallowed of men. I do not think God
could attach His naU18 to anything great in thif;
world. What bears the name of the Lord may

~

become like a great nlustard tree, but that is
not what the heart of Christ is set upon. The
pearl shining in His Justre expresses ,,"hat
the church is to HilTI. I renlelnber two or three
years ago speaking in this very room on Colos
sian~; I was saying that I thought that what
nlakes the church so precious to Christ is that in
.it He saw, as being of Himself, what would set
forth that which was the delight and joy of His
own heart-the glory of God, of which He was
the effulgence-the Father's glory. He ,vas
here for the glory of God, that God nlight
be rnanifested. He is in heaven now, glorified
there, in order that He Inay glorify the Father
from that scene where He is. The Father
had given Him out of the world those ,vho
believed on Him, and He accepted them as the
Father's gift. Thus He brings us as sons to
the Father, so that the Father will have His
eternal joy in those thus brought to Him,
according to His own heart; but there is
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another thing connected with them as the
church-the new Jerusalem-there will be
the setting forth of that blessed Man, Christ,
who 'vas here in hUlniliation-God will have
His joy in that. The church should be now
the setting forth of Ohrist. who is the' image
of the invisible God. Israel should have been
the vessel of light according to the revela
tion comnlitted to them; but they were content
to be a kind of depositary of' the truth. They
had the law in a box and guarded the letter
of the truth very jealously, but they were not
the exponents of it. So it is to-day, in that great
Babylonish system, of which we have been hear
ing, called popery; they possess a lnost va]uH,ble
ancient ~iS of scripture) and. guard it with
jealous care; but instead of being the exponents
of scripture: it is a horrible system of corruption.
'~Ve have to take care, beloved brethren, that we
are not Dlerely depositaries of certain truths and
doctrines wbile we are not the exponents of
then).

Here I \vould say a word, which I think will
come home to each one's practical experience,
and that if; as to the question of being dead with
Christ. I think a great many are trying to be it,
and in doing so they are trying to deal with theIll
selYes. In order to put it more clearly I refer
to 2 Tirnothy ii. 11. The great point the apostle
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presses is that you reach Christ really through
death, but not through your own death, it is
His death. You are dead '-with Christ. That
means, not that I arn trying to deal with ll1yself,
but in accepting His death I accept death to all
that which He has died to, and consequently His
reproach here; I an1 dead 'tuith Him. I see the
sanle thought with regard to "risen with Him ;"
there were those who said the resurrection "Tas
past already-their word was beginning to eat as
a gan~rene. I do not know exactly what
forIn it took in their minds, perhaps it was
the idea of a spiritual resurrection-that you
are raised from a state of sin and death to a
state of righteousness (an idea that is abroad
in ChristendolTI to-day, as the result of ne\v
birth and conversion). They had lost the great
truth of being risen with Christ, and conse
quently they had lm,t association "rith Ohrist.
If you are trying to accept resurrection apart
from being risen with Christ, you lose the
truth of a~sociation with Christ. It is His
death,. I am dead 'with Binl; then I anl in
Hi~ reproach. If lIe is risen I aln risen with Him.
What does that mean? I seek the things that are
above, where He sits. It necessarily puts me in
association with Him outside of the things
here. If a rrJan merely thinks that by his
CGnversion he has been raised out of a death
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of sin, he can go on with this present world;
he ,vill not accept Christ's reproach here. I
am not speaking of reckoning ourselves dead
to sin, that mw;;;t result from accepting death
'with Oh1"ist, because He has died to Bin. If I
refer to the man with the palsy in the gospels, it
'vill ill ustrate what I have said. He got for
gi veness of sins, healing, and was sent to his
honle. He returns to his citizenship in Israel.
And the thought in Christendorn i~, that a
converted rnan is a better citizen: he can enjoy
the providential goodness of God in this world.
" Dead and risen with Christ" does not tnean that.
It brings you into association with that blessed
Man, and then .vou accept His reproach here.

I press this, beloved brethren, it is not what
we say, it is what 've are: "our nlanner of
life" a~ well as "our doctrine." I do pray
God tha t not one of us rnay bp. diverted from
the great truth that has been brought before
us. Take as the beginning dead with Christ,
risen with Christ, then I think you will under
stand association \vith Hint, and that you get
everything fronl that blessed Man-severed froln
things here, but deriving from Rhn.

I see the saints here together on Ruch an
occasion as this, and I ask, What are we fOI'

Oh1'ist.? Only just so much as the 8pirit of
God has wrought in fornling Christ in us.
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Everything else is nothing but flesh, and must
be dropped sooner or later, for only \vhat is
of Christ abides. It is a blessed thing to learn
to drop things now, and to accept the reproach of
Christ. But" He is the begi-nning, the Firstborn
from the dead." There I learn in association
with Hhn that there is a ne,v origin, deriving
from Christ risen out of death; that lies at
the very foundation of the truth of the church

oJ

as Hi:; body.
I read the passage in Ephesians connected

with the Holy Spirit, because I desire to pre8s
a point. While the Holy Spirit i~ given to
us upon the ground of redernption, yet He
COlnes in connection with the truth of another
Man being before God. The Spirit of God is
given to believe?'s in. Oh1·-ist. Israel will be
redeenled, but they 'will not have the Spirit
of God ind welling as we have. Redernption
lies at the foundation of everything, but the
Lord Jesus Christ having gone up into glory
there is a ne\\T man before God-a Man i'i
there to God's entire satisfa.ction. rrhe Spirit
of God has COlne down no,v that Jesus i-)
glorified, and it is in connection with that
1\fan that we have received the Spirit of God.
" IN 'VHO~f having believed, ye 'were sealed with
that holy Spirit of prornise." It is in the Lord
Jesus Ohrist, who has been raised from the dead
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and glorified at the right hand of God, that
we believe. ~(}t only has all that is offensive
to God been renloved in the cross, and also the
luan in "1horn the sin was, the evil has been
clean~ed, and man delivered from his lost con-
clition; but there is a new Man before God·
He i~ there-I wish I could express it !-but
I ask you to think \vhat the delight of God
is as He sees that b1esse(I ~Ian in His presence.
fIe is to us as there the Tree of life. There
is a verse in one of Mr. Darby's hy1l1ns, \vhich,
\vhile speaking of His bringing forth fruit to
God do,vn here in humiliation, expresses \vhat
He is as transplanted" to its o\vn rich soil."

"Yes! that tree of life is planted,
Sweetest fruit e'en here has borne J

To its own rich soil transplanted,
"\Vaits alone the eternal mOi'D."

His life ",Tas taken frorn the earth, but we see
Him to God's eternal satisfaction in that
scene, where He has been glorified. It is
from thence the Spirit of God has come
down to connect your heart and mine with
Hirn in that scen8 of divine satisfaction, and
therefore in1lnediately after you get, "which is
the earnest of our inheritance." The sealing is
that God appropriates us as having believe<.l
in that bles~ed ~[an. "In whon1 having believed"
shews that you have conle to a Person, not
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only you have accepted the UJo1'lk; that is
redemption, and redenlption is the basis of
everything. It is brought in in verse 7 to
shew how the ,vealth of grace has cleared us,
because if you are not clear as to the old you
cannot go on to the new; if the old man is
not set aside, we should havE" continual!y to

"
be occupied about hitn. But I say there is
another Man in the presencp. of God, and the
Spirit of God haR COlne down froln that g-lorified
Man in heaven. I earnestly press this, beloved
brethren-with reverence I say it, the Spirit
of God is no use to you (He may be a Spirit
of rebuke in us, but that is not the norrnal
thought)-the Spirit \yould be no use to u~

if it ,vere not in connection with that ~lan.

It is by the Spirit that ,ve are united to
Hiln, and He brings anr souls into the kno","
ledge of the glories of that Blessed One ,vho
is to God's perfect satisfaction, so that "To
him be glory in the church by Christ Jesu~

throughout all ages." The Spirit of God. has
COlne down according to the entire satisfaction
of God in that Blessed One. I ask, How IIluch
have ,ve known of the po\ver of the Spirit
of God?

I can look back SOlne 46 years (and as one
says it] one is ashamed that one has made so
little progress), and I can ,yell recollect ho,,~
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I used to notice that the best thumbed part of
a brother's Bible was the Epistle to the
Ephesians. I lnention it to :;;;hew how the
epistle which sets forth the glorified Man was
before brethren in those early days. I would
also revert to a rernark of J. N. D.'s after a
large nleeting at Taunton. He invited brethren
to meet birD there for hUUliliation. Many of
us ,vent afterwards to Bristol (in 1852 'or 1853)
for conference as to the things ,vhich had called
for hUluiliation. SOl11e of those from wholll we
had separated were also present. Mr. Darby
spoke in this\\ray, "When brethren first calne
out they gave up the world, and there was
sonlething in that to do. People got a little
prond of ,vhat they had given up. But there
canle a ITIOment \vhen the world gave us up,
and brethren did not like that; they did not
like the reproach." It is quite a different thing
to give up and to be gi\"en up; and, dear
brethren, has there not been a return to the
,,,"arId? Have ,ye been content to be a poor and
afflicted people? Has there been no attempt
to assert ourselves and obtain acknowledgment
fronl the first nlan? There were those wha did
conle out to the Lord and gave up the world
and then the ,vorld gave them up, and has there
not been a little trial to assert oursel ves to
be sOlnebody? \Vhat has been the result?
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Look at what an exhibition we have nlade of
oursel ves in every ,,~ay! \Vhat a going back
there has been! Forgive 1ne, dear brethren, if I
bring it before you, hut I desire to take the
lowest place with regard to it; laIn quite
sure if ,,~e wish to answer to the truth given
to us we 1nust accept the place of Christ's
rejection and reproach. The 'worlJ ,vill give U~

up, but if we are satisfied with the COlnpany of

the LorJ-and to be a poor ana afHicted
people, the LorJ will be with us. The Spirit of
God will not help us to be great here.

I remell1her a verse of an old h vn1ll ,vi th re-.,

gard to the Spirit (perhaps not altogether correct),
I suppose it is a reference to 1 John v. 6:-

"He witnessed to the constant guilt
~hl1t marked the path we trod;

He witnessed that Thy blood was spilt
To bring us nigh to God."

There are the two thoughts of lnan's ruin, and
Uhrist's death as bringing us to God, for the
Spirit \vitnesses the acceptance of that blessed
Man in heaven, and He has COlne that ,ve Blight
know Him there.

One word ITIOre, it is beautiful to my o\vn
mind to see the way in ~vhich the apostle speaks
to then1 in these verses in chapter i v. He
speaks of th~ir having learned Christ, of the
truth in Jesus, and of the new lnan which is
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created according to God, and when he speaks
of evil (chap. v. 3) it is to say, It is not to be
even named atnong you; do not bring it up,
you know Christ, you have put on the new luan,
do not grieve the Spirit, but" Be ye irnitators of
God, as dear children." That is the path. I see
what Ohrist is to God now. A~ to evil, he says,
" Ye have not so learned Christ; if so be that ye
have heard him, and have been taught by him, as
the truth is in Jesus." There He comes to the
perRonal nanle, "the truth in Jesus." None of us
are of " Jesus," that name iR personal to Himself.
We are of H the Christ." Jesus is the blessed
Person in whom all the truth came out. The
effectuation of all the truth is in Him, so that
there can be the putting off of the old man and
the putting on of the new, and the renewal
of the t:;pirit of the mind, for we get constant
fresh springs in Ohrist. Where are our springs?
I would press the question on each one, even the
youngest. Are they in the world, or are they in
Christ-that blessed Man who was in humiliation
here and is in glory there? The.· very fact of
there being a new nlan before God, shews you
where to turn. Being" renewed in the spirit
of your mind" is a present thing. You con
stantly find fresh and living springs in Christ.
The character of the new man is "created
according to God in righteousness and holiness
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of truth." An illustration may fix it upon your
mind. In the new Jerusalem you get, "Pure
gold, like unto clear glass." No one ever saw
that in nature, but that is the character of
the new man as seen in that glorious city, pure
gold, that is, truthful- righteousness and perfect
purity, holiness of truth. 'Vhat God is as
revealed in Christ shines forth from that city
all is after God, a new creation. There is
the full diRplay of the character of the new man
which is created after God. lVlay the Lord give
our hearts to have a sense that we have put
off the old and put on the new, and to accept
the rejection of Christ.

I refer in closing to th~ word, "Grieve not the
holy Spirit of God." You see how the Spirit of
God witnesses of Christ and of that scene where
He has entered. He has con18 to tell us (if we
have hearts to listen) of all the beauty and
glory of that blessed Man. You are sealed unto
the day of redenlption, therefore do not grieve
Hirn. Let Him occupy your heart with all that
redemption brings us into. ~lay the Lord
deepen in our souls the consciousness of it !

T. H. R.

•



READ IN G.
(COLUSSIANS 11.)

F. E. R.· \V·e have had circumcision, ~piritual

circumcision, and risen with Christ, put before
us this morning. I do not know whether it
\yould be profitable to read Colossians ii. (OoL
ii. read.) I thought of two points that are
prorninent in that chapter-circumcision and
risen \vith Christ.

F. H. B. ln the type in Joshua risen COlnes

first.
J. S. B. 'Vhat is th e bu rd en of the epistl e ?
F. E. R. It is the realisation of the truth of the

one body here as Christ's body, it is before the
nlanifestation of Christ in glory; you get the
idea in the first chapter-" Christ alTIOng you
th~ hope of glory."

F. H~ B. Is" Christ in you" corporate or
individual?

F. E. R. I do not think it is individual. It is
Christ in the Gentiles strictly.

J. S. B. Is not chapter i. 23 individual?
F. E. R. You have not got off responsibility

there. Christ in you the hope of glory is put
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abstractly, as the riches of the glory of the
nlystery.

G. G. Is it because of the lnoral instruction
that ris8n comes after circurncision ?

F. E. R. Well, I think that though typically
resurrection had to come first, lllorally circunl
cision lllust cottle first, or at any rate they are
concurrent.

F. H. B. CircuIllcising after cro~sing the Jordan
was due to their neglect?

<....;

F. E. R. Yes; but you could not really have
risen with Christ apart £1'orl1 circutncision.

G. P. What is christian circunlci~:;ion ?
F. E. R. The passage tells us, (( In putting off

the body of the flesh."
Vl. B. vVe do not all quite understand that.
:If. E. R. But then no one can hel p another to

the understanding of it.
D. L. H. I suppose, strictly speaking, the

Israelites did not properly occupy the land before
circumcision?

F. E. R. Well, they could not occupy it ac
cording to God, it ,,"ould have been an o\vning
of the tlesh.

D. L. H. But you ,vere saying something
about risen and circurTIcision being connected as
sornething remarkable. What did you mean?

F. E. R. I do not think you can get the idea
of " risen with Christ" except as having put off
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the body of the flesh. I understand by resur
rection the realisation of deliverance. I do not
think it i~ a dead man that realises he is free; a
risen lnan is free; but you are not free except as
having put off the body of the flesh, and this is
by the circunlcision of Christ.

W. H. Putting off the body of the flesh is
through death, is it not?

F. E. R. Well, it is; it tneans it in ~ little
different aspect.

1'. H. R. The circu mcision of OhriRt was the
separation of Christ fraIn the \vhale circle and
region of the flesh, j list as th(: circulflcision of
Abraharn separated hinl from all the nations;
of course, the circulllcision of Christ goes
further.

F. E. R. And therefore it is that God cannot
o\vn the flesh in us; it is not simply the
rejection of it in its gross forrH, but the flesh
in eVe1~Y forn1 ; it is the luan gone.

F. H. B. You \\Tere saying that the moral
effect of circuHlcision is the consciousness of
human ~"reakness.

~-'. E. R. Well, I think so, it is a very great
point in it.

F. H. B. It brings in the power of the Spirit.
lf. E. R. You are preparetl for the power of

the Spirit; you are not prepared for the power of
the Spirit except as you are consciously weak in
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the flesh, for you would naturally cling to the
flesh; but everything is gone in circumcision.

Il. D'A. C. All hurnan religion is connected
with the flesh.

F. E. R. In the Old Testaluent the Spirit of
God connected Himself with natural power.
Take a man like Samson, the Spirit carne upon
him, and endued flesh \\Tith supernatural energy;
we are on different lines now; the whole thing
jg refused; you have to realise you aloe weak.
Take a man like Paul; you would have thought
he Inight have taken up the work of the Lord
in natural energy; a great lnany peuple \vould
argue that he did so-that he "vas a man of
great natural force of character, as is seen in
his persecution, and now he is turned round
and shews great energy in the work of the Lord;
but that does not explain the matter to me.

T. H. R. What we see in 2 Corinthians xii. is
that God made nothing of hirn.

F. E. R. God nlade nothing of him, for he
says, "When I anl weak, then am I strong ."

A. H. Js not chapter ii. 11 true in (Jhrist,
and chapter iii. 5 the practical application to
ourselves of the circulnci~ion: when we are
viewed as risen it is "Inortifv therefore" ?

oJ

F. E. R. I think the exhortation of chapter
iii. 2 hangs on "risen with Christ." (Ver. 1.)
The exhortation to mortify connects itself with



READING. 45

verses 3) 4: "For ye are dead, and your life is
hid with Christ in God. \Vhen Christ, who is
our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear
,vith hirn in glory." Then he says, "Mortify:'
I do not think :< Inortify J' hangs on risen, it
hangs on dead.

D. L. H. 'Ye could not mortify our members
on the earth unless ,ve were dead.

F. E. R. No, I do not think you could. I
think the apostle is taking up the practical part
in chapter iii.; chapter ii. is the way you get
into the realisation of the truth of the one body.
I do not think chapter ii. is the practical part;
chapter iii. is the practical part; chapter ii.
shews us how "ve have come into aSRociation
,vith Ohrist-where Christ is known as Heau
and it is really through these thi.ngs, circumcision
and resurrection; you can only COlue into it in
that ,vay.

T. H. R. Do you not think the great point in
Colossians is, that you are complete in Him?

F. E. R. Quite so.
G. G. What is your thought in that?
T. H. R. It C0111eS out in chapter iii., Christ is

everything; you have not to go outside Christ
for anything.

G. G. Is it corrective or the teaching of the
epistle?

T. H. R. It is the teaching of this epistle, but
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it is corrective; you get j ustifiecl in Ronlans,
complete in Oolossians, accepted in Ephesians.
One deals with the responsible 111an, the other is
state, and the other place; accepted in the
Beloved involves place.

If. H. n. rrhen being con1plete in Ohrist is
not our standing before God in Hin1 ?

,-l

T. 11. R. No, I think not.
E'. If. B. You said" state "-Is it (i filled up'?"
T. H. R. Yes.
:F. H. B. The practical result of holding the

Head.
T. H. R. I think fulnesa is a great word in

Colossians; it seems so to n18.
M. G. What is the idea of "colllplete II in

Colossians ?
rr. H. R. That you cannot go outside Christ

for anything, all connected with the flesh is dis
owned.

F. C. Is it being filled full ?
T. H. R. Yes.
F. U. You say "fulness" is a great word In

Colossians ?
'r. H. R. I go back to chapter i. ; it is a Inost

wonderful thing, that the doctrine of the mystery
gives fulnes3 to the word of God; the church is the
fulness of Ohrist, and He is the spirit of all that
is spoken about in scripture. If you take
the doctrine or setting forth of anything in
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scripture the fulness of it could not be told till
the mystery calne out; the mystery gives fulness
to the word of God. J. B. S. has often referred
to the last verses in John's gospel: if all the
things that Jesus did ,vere written in a book the
world would not contain them; but in the
church everything \viII conle out.

E. C. Do you think truth as to Israel will
conle out in the church?

T. H. R. Yes. Israel \vill get ll1uch fronl the
church. John xvii. 22, 23 shews what ,viII be
known through the heavenly saints. The ne'v
Jerusalelll is the city Abraharn looked for.

J. R. Is that ,vhy all the treasures of \visdolll
and knowledge are hid in it ?

T. H. R. I think so ; I think you get the idea
of fulness in Colossians. Ohrist 'is the imarr6 of

<':)

the invisible God, the setting forth of God, for all
the fulness was pleased to d well in Hiln ; then in
the church-the lnystery, you have fulness gi yen
to the ,vord of GaLl; it is no longer confined to
the narl'O\V circle of J e\vish thought, but expands
into all the fulness of the purpose of God in
Christ; then you are con1plete in Him, you do
not want to go outside all the fulness of the
Godhead.

A. P. And is it because of that you "Tant.
CIrcumCiSIon.
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T. H. R. Well, I think so, or else you conle to
the flesh.

D. L. H. How far are ,,'e to take this verse,
chapter ii. 11, "In whOln also ye are cir
cun1cised .... " is it that it was really entered
into by the Colossians, or what?

F. E. R. I do not see how it could be true if
it is not entered into.

F. H. B. Could they not have it set before
thenl to enter into?

F. E. R. He states it as true of them.
F. H. B. Is it not true of all in Christ?
F. E. R. You could not have it in any other

,vay; you are not literally circumcised; if you
are circunlcised it is in Christ; it would not have
been stated if it ,vere not true of them; it is all
a question of state.

F. H. B. How could a soul enter into it ?
F. E. R,. They lnight be enabled to see that it

,vas God's way, but it is true; they had put off
the body of the flesh.

D. L. H. Then does chapter ii. 11 refer only
to state or standing) or does it refer to what \vas
true experimentally?

F. H. B. What was true of them experi
mentally.

D. L. H. \Vhat wa~ true in the pow"er of the
Spirit.

F. E. R. That is what I should say.
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G. G. Based on \vhat took place when Christ
died?

F. F. R. Quite so; else there could not be
anything in it at all; ,ye are not literally
circunlcised; it is in Hinl-in " the circumcision
of Ch rist."

F. H. B. Could he so address the whole of the
company at Colosse ?

F. E. R. 18 it done so ?
T. H. R. That is the point; he says, "As ye

have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in
hirn ."

D. L. IJ. He did not address the Galatians
in this \vay; as to the Colossians, speaking
generally, it was true of thenl.

F. E. R,. I think that is exactly the point; he
could address the Colossians th us; it was saying
\vhat ,vas characteristic of thelll generally; not
so when speaking to the Galatians.

T. H. R. He could say to the Colossians-" As
ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord."

E. C. Then it [night be true only of a minority
in the asselnbly ?

F. E. R. It was true for all in Christ, effected
for all in Christ; experiluent1ally it Inight not be
true of all.

F. H. B. I think that lnakes it plain.
QUES. c, Our old man has been crucified with

h· "2Im .
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F. E. R. Well, but I think that is 'Yhat has
been effected on the divine side in order to she\v
you that the flesh cannot be revived; it is
brought in in that way. !iany tlhings that are
true for God have to be Inade good to rne;
" What the law could not do, in that it ,vas ,veak
thrDugh the flesh, God sending his own SOD, in
the likeness of sinful tiesh, and for sin, con~

demned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness
of the law might be fulfilled in us." That is true
for God; so, too, .C our old Inan has been
crucified." 'Vhat that passage proves to lue is
that God would not revive that Inan again.
Take again, "I anl crucified ,vith Christ." Here
Paul says this, and it is what is realised.

E. C. As to a thing being true for God, is not
Revelation xxi. G an example, t: Behold, it is
done," when nothing was done?

F. E. R. Yes, but I think in a sense every
thing is effected for God in Christ, and the ch urch
is to come out as Christ.

J. S. B. Is that hOtV they had recei ved Hirn ?
rr. H. R. It is not nlerely that it ,vas a \vork,

but a Person that they knew. I think it is an
hnrnense thing when you get to the Person.

F. H. B. That supposes that you relinq uish
the first man.

A_. P. Jashua circulllcised the children of
Israel; they suffered it experilnentally ?
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F. E. R. Everything in the history of the
children of Jsrael is experilnental; that is the
great value to us of their history; God kne\v His
purposes about then1, but all that took place, all
that is \vl'it~en, is a type of the experimental
side; that ShC\\TS conclusively the enormous im
portance 'vhich scripture attaches to the experi
Inental side.

D-T. Is that \vhat you mean by state?
F. E. R. Yes; no Christian is beyond what is..

effected in hiln by the power of the Spirit; that
is his lneasure.

F. H. B. It rnakes us look small, when you
think of w'hat is wrought in you.

F. E. R. Y 011 are not to think at all of it.
A. P. It is yery helpful to see this side of

things.
:IF. E. R. Yes; I think the whole idea of stand

ing and state luay need to be re-considered.
D. L. H. \Vell, let us begin.
F. E. R. I do not quite know (I an1 quite

willing to be taught) \vhere the idea of standing
comes froro.

F. H. B. Would you not allow that a Christian
has a standing in Christ?

F. E. R. If you talk of my standing, I aIn a
justifi8d luan who has received the Holy
Ghost.

F. H. B. But what about being" in Christ"?
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F. E. R. The tnOnlent you bring in "in
Christ" it is new creation, it is state.

F. H. B. I thought God had given us a place
in Christ apart from the Spirit's work.

F. E. R. I do not talk of the work of the
Spirit as Iny standing; there is, I adnlit) the
revelation in Christ of God's purpose for us,
and that is our title; I enter into the thought of
God for IHe, but n1Y standing is that I aln justi
fied ana have received the Holy Ghost, all else
to Ine is the Ivo'rlc of the Spirit.

F. H. B. We have a position in Christ?
F. E. B. God has revealed His HJind and

purposes in Christ, and ,ve have the light ot'
it in Christ; but it is all nlacle effectual by ne\v
creation; if any n1an is in Christ there is a
ne\v creation.

1), L. H. It is the work of God in the soul.
F. E. R. 'fhat is really state.
E. C-P. If physical death COlnes in, what is

left?
F. E. R. What the Spirit. has effected and the

spirit of the lllan-the conscious inllividuality.
QUES. Nothing else?
IT. E. R. Nothing else would do for God.
J. P. 'VeIl, but the ground of nlY peace is not

the Spirit's work in me ?-
F. E. R. I said the contrary; that is not the

ground of peace, but that I an1 justified.



READING. 53

J. P. That is standing.
F. E. R. The llloment you COlue to " in Ohrist"

you get the revelation of God's purpose in
Christ, and the \vork of the Spirit in the believer
according to that purpose; that is ne\v creation, it
is not a question of standing.

E. C-P. He is on]y fitted for the second by
having the first.

~-'. E. R. He could not touch the second if he
had not the first.

F. H. B. Has not Romans viii. 1 been put for
standing, and verse 9 for state?

F. E. R. You have no direct teaching of "in
Christ" in ROlnans; ,ye have "~Ne being rnany
are onc body in Ohrist/' you get that passage.

J. S. B. \Vhat about ROlnans viii. 1 ?
:F. E. It It is an abstract statement. There is

no condelnnation to thenl which are "in Christ
J nesus.

J. S. B. Is it a new po~ition ?
F. E. R. I belieye it is a ne,v creation.
J). L. H. N O\V with regard to ROlnans vi. 11 :

H Reckon yourselves dead to cin, but alive to
God in Ohrist Jesu8," ,,,hat about that?

]f. E. R. That is state and experilnental ; \vhat
I understand by standing is the place I have
before God as a n1an justified. I have peace
,vith God.

F. H. B. Yau are justified in Christ.
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F. E. R. I quite adlnit that the presentation
of my justification is in Christ. He is n1Y right
eousnesss.

M. G. God has certain purposes, what about
them?

F. E. R. God has revealed His purpose in
Christ; [ have the light of it, and He works
in me in the po\ver of the Spirit, that I lllay
be formed according to that purpose.

B-T. You always have the standing? '
It. E. R. You ahvays have the standing.
F. H. B. That is, a man is justified.
F. E. R. He is al \vays that.
M. G. In heaven he will not be a forgiY~n

or a justified man.
F. E. R. He ,viIi not need that in heaven;

nothing enters heav'en but new creation.
D. L. H. One is connected with responsibility,

and the other with the purpose of God.
F. E. R. Precisely.
QUES. "In Ohrist," then, is the measure of

my state?
F. E. R. vVell, you do not get the glorified

body here.
QUES. The 111easure of our spiritual state?
F. E. R. Yes; the vessel is forlned here spiri

tually; the body is the vehicle.
D. L. H. Does not the first prayer in Ephesians

unfold standing?
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F. E. R. It is the Christian's place according
to God '05 purpose, God has given us a certain
place and revealed that place, the point of the
prayer is, that we may enter into His purpose.

QUES. That you might really know it?
F. E. R. That you may know the inheritance

and the power that brings you into it.
D. L. H. I do not quite understand the differ

ence bet\veen standing and position.
:B'. R. R. It would be very difficult to define it.
QUES. Is "in Christ f' in Ephesians i. stand

ing?
F. E. R. '''hat are you referring to ?
QUES. "The eyes of your heart being en-

Jigh tened " ?
F. E. R. It is that you may know ,vhat is the

hope, not the standing or position, but the riches
of the glory of His inheritance; the whole point
of the prayer is, to know what is of God, His
calling, His inheritance, His power.

D. L. H. How is it accepted by the soul?
W. H. Is it not presented to the sou], and

then the Spirit leads that one into it ?
F. E. R. 1Vell, I have no doubt it is.
E. C-P. God's purpose rernains, but my state

.
Increases.

F. E. R. Nothing can change His purpose;
you get in Christ the full, perfect light of the
purpose; but then I could not say I am it yet;
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but the light of His purpose about 1118 is re
vealed.

~I. G. 'Ve are not in the actuality of }~phe

sians i. 4 ?
F. E. R. No, not in the actuality of it; but

all is revealed in Christ.
]~. R. The Spirit ,,"arks for this?
F. E. R. It is all on these lines that the Spirit

forms the believer. I can say in one sense I
an1 it, but not in another.

QUES. It can only be true \vhen ,ve are with
Christ in glory?

F. E. R. It \vill be all true by-und-by, and
yet according to the Spirit's 'work it is true nO"1.

D. L.:H. As having laid hold of this purpose?
F. E. R. Ye~, quite so.
QUES. It \vould not be the hope of His

calling if we ,vere fully in it no\v ?
J. P. Is not Eph. i. 4 then true of us no\v ?
F. E. R. Not absolutely so, but, then, I should

be sorry to say that J. P. is not holy and \vith
out blalne before (lod, in that sense.

QUES. It is not practice, is it ?
F. E. R. No) but I think it is real.
QUES. Ho\v?
F. E. R. The light i8 given to you that you

nlay be real. It lies in the \vork of God, but it
does not alter the fact that I have still 111y respon..
sibiHty. I am a justified man in this ,,"arId, and
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have to \valk by the Spirit. It lS an interesting
point to see the different \vays in the different
epistles in \vhich God is presented. In ROlnans
it is accordjng as every nJan Jnust know Hill1 in
righteousness and po,\\rer, for the question is of
man's responsibility; in Colossians it is according
to the fulness of the Godhead; in Ephesians,
according to the light of God's counsels. This
gives great help in reading the different epistles.
In ROlnans Christ is presented as revealing God
in the way in which every Inan 111USt know Him.
In chapte1'8 iii., i v. in His righ teousness and
po,\Ter ; righteousness is set forth in Christ's blood,
and po\ver in His resurrection; you are not
off the ground of the responsible man. In
Colossians it is the fulness of the Godhead in
Christ, that i~ the great point there. When you
C01l1e to Ephesians all is according to the light of
counsel; we have the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

'V. G. In Ephesians we have the exaltation
of Christ as man, have \ve not?

F. E. R. Yes; because that is connected \vith
divine counsels. But in Colossians what you are
'Norking up to is the truth of the one Body, the
scene and sphere of spiritual. affections, that is
the great point, not going out as in Ephesians in
the power of the Lord for conflict.

11. G. It is preparatory for the conflict.
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F. E. R. Exactly, preparatory.
~l. G. In that way it answers to Joshua v. ?
F. E. R. Ye8, you get in this chapter cir-

cumcision and risen with Christ; they are only
preparatory that you may be free of the world;
" quickened together with hhn " comes in directly
after. This brings lue into what is con1pletely
new; that is, into association with Christ and
the scene of spiritual affections of \vhieh Christ is
the centre.

J. P. Would you say in what our association
consists?

F. E. R. It is in affection; I don't know
whether people understand it; love is the life of
God. People often tal k of these things in a dead
kind of way; they speak of "quickened with
Christ" as standing, and the spiritual idea is
con1pletely missed. "Quickened together with
Christ" is to bring you into a scene of spiritual
affection, association with Christ and with one
another in spiritual affection. The apostle would
not thro,," this do\vn broadcast, he ,vould not
~ay this of the Oorinthians. I do not say it "ras
not true of then1.

11. G. They were not in the good of it.
F. E. R. That is it exactly.

.D. L. H. As regards life it has been common
to say such and such a person has not got peace,
but he has life; it is lowering the idea of life.
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F. E. R. 'Vhat they mean is that he is
awakened.

F. H. B. That he is born again.
D. L. H. Yes, that is what they Inean; scrip

ture does not apply the term "life" to such a
state.

F. E. R. How can any person read scripture
,vithout seeing that it connects life with the
other side of Jordan?

rr. H. R. Quickened comes before risen in
Ephesians.

F. E. R. There it is raising you up in vie"r of
being seated in heaven.

T. H. R. Really here in CoIossians it is to
give you a place upon earth.

F. E. R. Yes; and you come into the one
Body.

E. C. Would you say they had no life in the
wilderness?

F. E. R. The question of life is not touched at
all in type till yuu come to the brazen serpent;
then they sing, "Spring up, 0 t\rell/' but you
don't get the springing up of the Spirit in this
way till you are through Jordan. There is
no\v a scene of spiritual affection, and we are
privileged to be there, a place in which Christ
was alone when on earth, but in which ,ve are
privileged to be ",rith HiIn now.

D. L. H. And this is life eternal.
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F. E. R. Exactly, we are privileged to be in
that circle.

E. C. \Vhat do you Inake of Ron1ans viii. 10,
Cl The Spirit is life}) ?

F. E. R. It is because in Romans VOlt are not
said to b~ quickened. In Ron1ans viii. the be4

liever has everything in the Spirit. Tbat is the
point there; that i3 true of every Christian; but
then that raises the question as to hO\\f far the
'York of the Spirit has gone on in hin1 ?

T. H. R·. 'Vhere has it brought hinl to ? You
cannot talk of being qnickened if you are not
oyer Jordan.

A. H. But ,ve are the sons of Gael in Ronlans.
F. E. R. Sonship is there in the Spirit.
F. H. B. Vve just touch life in ROlnans viii. ~,

" The la\v of the Spirit of life...."
F. E. R,. "Hath rnade me free," that only goes

to liberty.
T. H. R. To assure the entrance into privilege.

\Ve have a whole scene of new affections, and
that on the other side of Jordan. Flesh is g'one,
it is not Jew loving Jew, but the brethren; you
have been made to live in that.

F. E. R. 'Vhere can you get that except on
the other side of Jordan? I do not think death is
deliverance. You must have death, of course,
but deliverance is connected with resurrection.
Resurrection is that I am free of all; I anl out
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of it; all ot' man closes in death, and you cannot
reach resurrection \yithout death.

~I. G. \Vhat is the difference bet\veen de
1iverance and liberty?

]'1. E. R,. Liberty is nlore. It may he spoken
of as pr.ivilege; deli verance is more initial. In
John ,ve have, " If the Son therefore shall make
you free,ye shall be free indeed." 'rhat is the
privilege of the house, like the freeman of a city.

F. H. B. Liberty is the result of deliverance?
F. l~. R. Yes.
QUES. ROlnans viii. 1. Does deliverance sup

pose a ne\v place?
F. E. R. \Vell, I think it supposes ne,v

creation; only Ronlans never brings you to new
creation. The only passage which touches the
Body is in the hortatory part; that just brings in
the thought of the Body.

J. P. "If ye through the Spirit do mortify the
deeds of the body ye shall live." What of that?

F. E. R. " Ye shallliveJ" it is conditional; here
in Colossians you get a very tlluch more positive
~taternent, " You hath he quickened.... 1J

J. P. \Vhat does" quickened" Dlean ?
}( E. R·. Brought you into life in association

with Christ, and I am perfectly convinced that
you cannot touch it save ~s risen together ,vith
Hilll; until you are entirely free frOll1 law
and the ,vol'ld you do not come into it. There is
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many a good Christian who is not there-not
risen with Christ in that sense; I have no doubt
about it; he is just as Inuch justified as I am, and
he has got the Spirit as Inuch as I have, but does
not know much about being risen with Christ.
He has hardly, perhaps, got out of Babylon.

QUES. You could not \vell apply this passage
to him?

F. E. R. It is not true in his soul.
H. DlA. O. A l11an that keeps sabbath and

new moon, 'vhere is he ?
F. E. R. 'VeIl, do you see, he is very hostile

to the Colossians, trying to divert then1; it is
practically the Je\v.

Rl£MARK. There was philosophy.
F. E. R. Yes; you see the tern ptation to the

Colossians was not the intrusion of the flesh in a
glOSS forn1, the effort was to Inake it contribut.ory
to the ""ork of God.

G. G. What is the difference between life in
the Spirit, and life in Christ?

F. E. R. I do not think there is any life in
the Spirit except 'vhat is in Christ. Life is to
live in the blessed consciousness of the love of
God in the out-of-the-world heavenly condition
in which Christ lives; to live in the light of
divine love.

M G. Is it not a practical deliverance? You
are not actually living otherwise.
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F. E. R. Exactly, that is the point in it.
D. L. H. I think it ,vas written by ~lr. Darby

that life is that by which we enjoy the position
,,-'e are SRt in, was it not?

F. E. R. That is the truth of it.
E. C. It is not a dogma.
~1. G. \Ve find persons in different positions,

and according to the position, they live.
T. H. R. It lllust be a reality for everyone of

us. The question is whether we have reached
Christ \vhere He is; if you have, you cannot join
\vith this ,vorld or anything of the flesh again;
if Vle really reach Him it must be through death;
you cannot have Hirn this side; surely "T8 know
,vhereabouts \ve are, whether we have gone that
\vay.

F. E. R. Do not let us be content with shan18 ;
let us either have the thing, or say we have not
got it.

D. L. H. I buppose there has been a kind of
subtlety in lnaking people suppose that they had
got it in son1e ,vay or other in standing, s~ that
they did not trOllbIe about it Inore ?

F. E. R. You see the practical \vorking out of
this was that the Rtate of the Christian \vas
almost entirely ignored.

D. L. H. For this state thev had substituted...
another?

F. E. R. Practically.
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F. H. B. The state of a man's soul.
11. G. Instead of a thing divinely given and

fanned.
J. P. What do you mean by saying that you

do not get life until you come to the brazen
serpent?

F. E. R. You do not get the idea of it. I..4ooking
at the children of Israel, what you have got is a
j usti fled, delivered people, started in the flesh
under law. There is no life; that is the idea
typically until you COlne to the brazen serpent
when the law has done its ,vork; the thought of
life is not brought in until flesh is proved
irrernediable; that is \vhy you get the brazen
serpent in John iii.; it connects itself with the
though t of life.

D. L. H. It looks at things froln the point of
vie\v of God's counsels.

If. E. R. Exactly. You have to be identifiecl
\vith His death. RODIans vi. is that you drink
the Litter \vaters of J\iIarah. The children of
Israel had to drink the hitter waters, but I do
not think that is to be identified with Jordan ,
tVhich is in vien"" of the purposes of God.

F. H. B. \Vhat about Ro[nan~ vi. 2 ?
F. E. R. It is the hitter waters of ~Iarah;

you have to accept "vhat is upon you.
D. L. H. "\\:"hat is the nleaning or « If we be

dead with hirll," verse 8, and H planted to~ether
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in the liken'BS8 of his death ')? What is "dead
with Christ " j list there?

F. E. R. Vv'"ell, it is put hypothetically; no
man would care to be identified with Christ in
death if he did not apprehend that he was going
to live \vith Hin1.

D. L. H. Looking on to glory?

J. p, What about "1£ we have been
planted .... " ?

F. E. R. It is hypothetical.

QUES. There is difficulty in the type of the
brazen serpent; was that counsel?

F. E. R. John iii is on the ground of divine
counsel as to eternal life, though it expreAses the
love of God to the "'""orld; "God so loved the
world that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him 8h ouId not perish,
but have everlasting life." The way of life was
through death.

D. L. H. The brazen serpent was at the end
of the \vildernes~, preparatory to entering the
land.

G. G. Is not the Red Sea" dead with Christ ?"

F. E. R. No; it is that Chri~t is risen, and
you are justified; you are put out of the
reach of the eneluy's power; it is not our
resurrection; it is that you are free of the accu-...
sation of the enemy. " Christ WR.H delivereJ for
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our offences, and raised again for our justifica
tion." Jt is Christ's resnrrection, not 0urs.

G. W. .It says, "we have been buried \vith
h· "lID.

F. E. B·. That refers to baptism. All these
passages that begin with" if" are hypothetical;
it supposes a case; it is so in chapters viii. and
v. It is clear, I think, tbat Romans vi. corre
sponds to }larah, and that the beginning of
chapter viii. corresponds to the brazen serpent.
Between chapter vi. and the beginning of chap
ter viii. the law has conle in and done its V\7 ork.
(Rom. vii.)

:F. H. B. 'Vhy is life so nluch ~poken of in
Colossians ?

F. E. R. It conles out there to shew there is a
scene of life here in an out-of-the ,vorld condition
of things to which the Body Lelongs. The Father
and the Son is, I think, the key to the epistle.

D. L. H. You enter into the life of heaven; is
it not so ?

F. E. R. In the circle of the one body, not
simply in the nlere fact of con1ing together, but
as in the christian circle.

J. S. B. \Vhy is it not individual?
F. E R. Supposing you were an individual

shut up in prison, you would not have a ::;phere
for affections. I 'will tell you a verse, " By this
we know we have pasAed from death unto life,
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because we love the brethrep.:' You have come
into the circle of the brethren.

E. C. You can love them in prison?
F. E. R. I think you want to be in contact

,vith thenl.
QUE~. But still the heart could go out' to

thern.

F. E. R. Rather dull \vork, I do not think it
would be very practical.

T. H. R. It would not be the christian circle.
F. E. R. You ,,,ould get In uch depressed if

you did not corHe in contact with people; you do
not love people nluch that you never met; you
see it eX€lnplified in ruen who go to sea; their
children are strange to thenl, and they are
strange to their children; depend upon it, if you
,vant affection you 111USt have to do with people:
if you do not have lnuch to do with Goel you do
not love Hiln rnuch; you have to COll1e into the
presence of His love to have much sense of His
affection, and the sanle too, in regard to
Christ.

W. J. \Vhat is the relation of the prayer in
Colossians i. to the teaching of the epistle. It
has ahvays been a difficulty to me.

F. E. R. I do not think it has to do with the
teaching. It is introductory; it has to do with
,valking ,Yorthy of" the Lord to all pleasing. The
teaching is opened up in connection with the
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Father and the Son. The Son of His love is
everything.

W. J. Then it is not that the prayer might
be fulfilled by their entrance into the teaching?

F. E. R. The prayer is to rel110Ve all that
would hinder you entering into the teaching; it
is preparatory.

T. H. R. The apostle \vas setting.thern on ne,v
ground; even fruit- bearing came from a new
graft altogether; the gospel had produced fruit
in them~ but the apostle desired that walk and
ways might be governed by the knowledge of
God's "rill, that they lIlight be for the Lord]s
plea.sure. It is a very important point for our souls
-ho\v far anyone of us can say-Death is gain,
that you gain by gi ving up here, if you cross J 01'

dan; it is positive gain; you would not find that
there is any water in Jordan; it is the realisation in
our souls of what is on the other side that dra,,~s

us; thus it is a question of how far I have found
the gain of the other side; I enter into a scene of
holy affection which I never knew before; while
you are on this side of Jordan it is all repression;
you cannot open out; you are continually
obstructed; every influence obstructs us. I think
people want to break from everything that is
natural, I do not mean that they ought to be
unnatural, but to break from its po wer.
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E. C. Leave man's world to get into God's
world?

F. E. R. That is it.
D. L. H. Has not the truth of the body been

reduced to a kind of ecclesiastical organisation,
so that the real interest of God with regard to it
has been missed?

F. E. R. I think so.
T. H. R. The body is that in which every

beautiful trait of Christ is to come out; it is not
doctrine about it, but the setting forth of Christ.

F. E. R. The reproduction of Christ in His
body, and a continuation of His testimony.

G. W. G. No one individual could shew forth
what was in Him?

F. E. R. No.
E. O. The testinlony of our Lord would in

clude the mystery?
F. E. R. Well, I think the testilnony in

2 Timothy i. is the gospel; the body is that
which is set here to display Christ; that there
rnight be a reproduction of Christ on the one
hand, and on the other to claim the inheritance.

\V. \Vhat do you Inean by clainl the inherit
ance?

F. E. R. That is the conflict. In Ephesians
vi. the conflict is to Inaintain the inheritance of
Christ; that is the testinlony of the place Christ
IS In.
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F. H. B. Yau do not mean get the inheritance
actually?

F. E. R. Christ claimed it when He was here
(( I have set my king upon my holy hill of Zion."
(Psa. ii.) In a sense He clailned the inheritance;
the church stands to it; claims it for Christ.

T. H. R. Really it is the virgins going out;
they expect the Bridegroorn to come, they are
true to His rights.

F. H. B. It is not clailning it for ourselves.
F. E. R. If you claim it you stand in the

truth of it. God has in His will headed up every
thing in Christ.

T. H. R. That is a very different thing from
using the inheritance for ourselves.

D. L. H. When we do enjoy it we enjoy it
with Ohrist.

F. E. R. I think every mPln ber of the body
needs to keep himself in the full light of divine
love, under its influence; you 'want to get
increase of the body.

E. C-P. It shews how necessary we are to
one another.

:F. E. R. Yes; and the way it works out is in
affection one to another; we lllust be in the light
of dh,rine love; if we do not love one another it
proves we are not there.

F. W. G. "Teaching every nlan, presenting
every ID an " ?
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F. E. R. Yes, quite so; Christ is the pattern
Man.

T. H. R. I might say, too, the last time I
sa\y ~Ir. Stoney he remarked that he felt he had
failed ]n not sufficiently ]eading the saints into
the sense of union; he told Ine to press upon
the youngest believer that they have got a place
in the body) and that they should" seek to know
what that place is; not to rest content with just
thinking they are saved; God has got a place for
them in His counsel, and the youngest should
seek to know it.

W. J. Increase of God, what is the force of
it? Nature-love?

F. E. R. I should say so.
T. H. R. It is the divine work in souls.

--



CHRIST ()Ul{ RIGHTEOUSNESS Al\D

SUPPORT.

(RoM. VIII. 28-39.)

I DESIRE to say a \vord or two as to the
way in which the completeness of the believer's
justification comes out in this passage. I have
no idea of entering into what is presented to
us in the passage as to the purpose of God,
for you get an unfolding of the purpose of
God here in relation to saints. (Vers. 28, 29.)
&C We kno,Y that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to thern that are
the ca1led according to his purpose," &c. But ,,,hat
I wanted to say a word about is as to t\vO
thoughts which are found in what follo'vs:
the one is, H'Vho also Inaketh intercession for
us;" and the other, H "Vho shall separate us
from the love of Christ"? 1 \vant to bring
before you, on the one hand, the way in which
the believer is represented; and on the other
hand, the love of the One who represents
him. Believers are represented before God;
Christ makes intercession for us; that is repre-
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sentative; but there is another point of all
moment, and that is the love of the One who repre
sents us. We are supparted by His love: "Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall
tribulatioIl, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ... Nay, in
all these things we are niore than conquerors
through him that loveth us." The love of Christ
is the real support of saints down here in the
conflict to which they are exposed as in the
wilderness.

Now I do not think this interferes with the
ground which you get in other epistles, like
Colossians or Ephesians; I think it answers
more to what took place typically with the
children of Israel in the wilderness. \Vhen
they canle out of Egypt it ,vas the work of
the eneluy to harass and cut off the weak.
ROlnans refers to the wilderness: chapter vi.
answers to the bitter waters of Marah; chap
ter viii. to the brazen serpent; and bet,veen
the two (chap. vii.) is the ground of la\v. The
real support of saints in suffering here is the
love of Christ-and "we are Inore than con
querors through him that loveth us."

It is a very important point to see that God
has been pleased to set forth the justification
of believers in Another. I should find it difficult
to prove in lnyself that I aln justified. If I
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were challenged on the point, I should be com~

pelled to refer to Another. No one can prove in
himself his j llstification. In a certain sense, I
think it may be different in the time to come.
In the millennium a tnan will, I suppose, be
out\vardly and manifestly clear of the judgment
of death that is upon hinl, though even then
the Lord is their righ teousness. No one no,y
can say, I anl perfectly clear of death. You
are free from it as regards God, and the acceptance
of it is to you a means of deliverance. cc Death is
ours;" but you are still subject to it, as to your life
on earth, and so long as you are subject to it, it is
evidentyoucould not inyourdelf provethatyou are
justified. You are compelled to point to Another
in order to demonstrate the fact that you are
justified. Christ" was delivered for our offences,
and raised again for our j ustification.'J If you
ask me to gi ve proof and evidence that I anI
justified in the eye of God, I can only point
to Christ risen. If I am not clear of death in my~

self, I am clear of it in Christ risen. He is risen
for our j ustitication.

I can go a point further; I say this-I am
livingly connected by the Spirit with the One
in \"honl I ani justified. He is Iny life. That
is the work of God as I understand it. The
Spirit of Ohrist effects this. I am connected
with Christ by a .living link, but He is " raised
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again for our justification." " Oh,tist is the end
of the law for righteousness to everyone that
believeth." Christ is the righteousness of the
believer.

The point of justification is not tnerely that
you are clear before the eye of God, but that
you are out of the reach of the power
of the enemy. You see it in the history of
Israel; they were sheltered from the judgment
of Gud in Egypt, but there was another thing,
that they shoul.] be beyond the reach of the
power of the enerny. It wa~ the purpose
of God to destroy the enemy-to break his
power, that the people might be for ever free
of Pharaoh and his hosts, of everything that was
against them. Pharaoh really represented the
pO\\l'er of the spiritual enemy, and justification
is not merely that you are clear of the judg..
lllent of God, but that you are free from the
power of the enemy. He is now declared to
be the enemy of God.

Well now, what I see is this: If I look at Christ
risen, I see llly justification. Supposing there was
such a thought in the Inind as that a believer was
justified in himself, it would be very possible to
bring a great many charges of inconsistency
against him; and no doubt lnany Christians are
greatly troubled by the sense of their own
fail ure. They measure their acceptance before
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God by their own state, and so get into bondage.
As long as that is the case you expose yourself to
a certain extent to the power of the enemy. What
I see that God has done is this, not only has Christ
been delivered for our offences, but that we lnight
be conscious that we are completely justified in
the eye of God, He was raised again for our
justification, and ,ve are justified with respect to
the judgu1ent of God that was upon us. We are
justified as completely under the eye of God as
Christ is risen, not only as ta the offences, but as
to the judgn1ent of God that ,,'as upon liS.

That is the way in which the Red Sea
presents itself to me; not exactly as final
judgment, but the judgnlent of death that lay
upon man. It is deliverance fraill the pOvver of
death. Through the grace of God I an1 clear of
that, because not only ,vas Christ deJivered for
our offences, but raised again for our .iustifica~

tiOD. It is useless ta charge me with incon~

sistencies. I adnlit them, and arn fully conscious
of them, but my justification is cornplete in the
sight of God in Christ Tisen froru the dead.
N at only shall I never conle into judgment, but
I anl free before God from the penalty of death
that lay upon lU8; even ,vhile down here I have
life in the One in whom I an1 justified. That is
what the apostle appeals to in chapter viii. 33 ;
U Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's
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elect? It is God that j llstifieth." Now Inark
the rest, "Who is he that condemneth? It is
Christ that died," He does not stop there, H yea
rather, that is risen again." For justification
the apostle does not stop short of Jesus risen.

Now I conle to a further point, "Who is even
at the right hand of God, who also maketh
intercession." That is, that the One raised for
our justification represents saints in the presence
of God. What for? That they Inay not fail.
He tnakes interce::;sion. You could not have a
greater proof of God's purpose and the complete
ness of Christ's work than that the One ,vho
\vas delivered for our offences is risen again, and
is so free of all that He died for that He is at
the right hand of God, and lllaketh intercession
for us. God ha~ not only freed us fr0111 Hi~

own judgrnent, but He has freed us from the
power of the enclny; we are freo from fear of
accusation of all kind-all cha.rge of incon
sistency, or whatever it may be.

One word more and one of great moment, and
that is that Christ loves you. A great many people
hold doctrinally that He rnakes intercession for
us, but have a very poor sense that He loves us.
It is a wonderful thing to think that He love8
us. He is not only so free that He can make
intercession for us but He loves us. Th~ passage
quoted, " It is God that justifieth, who is he that
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condemneth ?" is a pas,~a,ge applicable to Christ
Himself. These verses "vere true of Ohrist in
a certain sense in the pre~ence of God (see
Isa. 1. 8, 9), He is out of death. And then
He is risen, not only to Inake intercession for
us, but to support us in the pathway here, and
to uphold us in conflict.

This does not go so far as the priest in Hebrews.
It is not here a question of conducting us into
spiritual privilege, 111aking us conscious that we
are His con1panions in the sanctuary. That is not
the point. The point here is lIlore what we
are exposeu to. The Christian is exposed to
what Christ was exposed to-" ]1'or thy sake
"ye are killed all the day long," &c. We Inay
go to the wall in the worlJ, and get into a
good bit of opposition and persecution~ but \\'"e
are more than conquerors through Hin} that
]oveth us, and nothing can separate us {roIn
the love of Christ. He is so free that He
can represent us in the presence of God, and
on the other hanJ, nothing can separate us froil1
His love.

I venture to say to all here, that is true to
the youngest. Christ is the representati v-e of
all ; He loves all. He is not your representative
because you appreciate Him or understand it.
He is the representative of the least as 'well
as of the most advanced. All need Him-
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none of us can do without Hirn. Then He
loves us all. \Vhat a thought for us-exposed
as we are to conflict down here in this world!
You may say you do not know much about
the conflict-u killed all the day long; accounted
as sheep for the slaughter." But you may have to
kno\v it; you may come into it, and you lnay de
pend upon it, that whatever pressure or trial you
lllay COlne into, nothing will separate you from His
love; whatever opposition you have to encounter,
you are luore than conqueror through HiIn that
loves you. That is the great point. I t is a
blessed thought to rne that Christ can carry
tue superior to anything and everything to
,vhich I Inay be exposed. On the one hand,
no charge against me can stand in the presence
of God, because Christ is llly justification; on
the other hand, in all the trial and pressure
down here I arn supported by His love. And
the apostle goes still higher, in a certain sense,
\vhen he says nothing shall separate us frolll
"the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord. H I do not think that is exactly
the love of God as enjoyed in the holie~t, or
in heaven, but rather love which reaches· us
down here in the conflict to which Christ was
once exposed, and we are thus supported in the
pathway of Christ Himself.

Well, beloved brethren, it was only just those
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two thoughts I had before me-Christ anr justi
fication and our support. Christ risen represents
us in the presence- of God, on the one hand; and
on the other, ,ve are supported by His love
down here.

F. E. R.
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I WISH to say a few words in connection ,vith
what we had before us this Inorning, which I
think we all felt to be very ilnportant, and to
carry on a little the thought as to the work of
the Spirit of God. T"ro things ,vere brought
before us in connection with the present place
of the Christian, nalnely, the rejection of Ohrist,
His outside place, and then the presence and the
work of the Spirit, in order to understand our
position at the present time.

I have read these two passages, the first giving
Ug the judgn1ent of God which fell upon the
people and the land-" the \vrath of the Lord"
upon thenl: the second, their final blessing.
This section in the prophecy takes its start fronl
chapter ix. 8, the word that the Lord sends to
the people in view of their state here described,
pride, stoutness of heart, and so forlih. In this
section each paragraph ends w·ith the expression)
"For all this his anger is not turned away, but
his hand is .<:;tretched out still," until the in
dignation ceases and His anger in the destruc
tion of the Assyrian. (Chap, x. 25.) Here then
the "rrath of the I.Jord is on then1 and the land
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darkened, the people are as fuel of the fire and
no rnan spares his brother. Their state is
such as to call do"rn His wrath thus in their
fratricidal warfare) the fruit amongst other
things of the pride and stolltness of hearb (chap.
ix. 9~12), upon \vhich His hand conles do\vn in
judgment. Yet ,; his anger is not turned a\vay,
but his hand is stretched out still." He has not
yet done with theln.

In the next paragraph (vel's. 13-17), "Every
one is a hypocrite and an evil doer," calling
down still further judgment. Nor yet is His
anger exhausted but His hand is stretched
out still.

From verse 18-21 \ve have another paragraph,
the last verses of 'v hich I have read. Instead of
being shoulder to shouIJer, helpers one of an
other, as lnembers of one body politic, look at
the dreadful state of things here pictured.
When they ,vere not quarrelling ,vith others
they were quarrelling with thelIlselves, "Eating
every nlan the flesh of his own arm."

Then in the next four verses (chap. x. 1~4),

,ve have oppression of the pOOf, perversion of
justice-a harrowing picture of heartless un
righteousness1 a terrible state for the people of
God to be in. But His eye was on it all and
His hand o~tstretched in burning judgment.

But that state of things is not to be for ever,
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and we now pass over from this sorrowful
picture to chapter xi., as beautiful as the other
is the reverse. At the end of the prophecy there
is a counterpart of this ,vhich brings out the
san1e truths, only in a wider range and with
more detail-a new heaven and a new earth,
everything renewed after a new creation style
and order, brought before us in a picture of
blessedness with which \ve are all more or less
familiar.

'Ve C0111e now to chapter xi., and note how
great is the change frorn vvhat is presented in
chapter ix. In chapter xi. 13, Ephraim and
.Tudah are no\v together: the two sticks are bound
up in onc, \vith its resul ting blessing. In
verse 14, the neighbouring nations, sorne bound
to thetn by ties of kindred, some not, but aJl
hereditary foes~ are now subjected to them, while
verse 15 goes out to Egypt, the great world
kingdoLn where their first apprenticeship in
bondage. \vas served, and verse 16 to Assyria,
their last great encrny. At length all their ad ver
saries are subjected to them. God has His own
,vay with thelll in blessing, and the whole scene
is as contrary to chapter ix. as light is to dark
ness, as th03 fruits of grace are to fruits of sin.
The blessing which God has in store for flis
people by-and-by is as opposite as possible to
their previous state. Love is produced among
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them; they are standing shoulder to shoulder;
they have one common desire, interest and
affection. They are one: one in thought, heart,
object and action. The blessing of God is on
them and it shews itself in this way.

But we must now inquire what is the bridge?
How is this marvellous change to be accon1
plished? It is just on that I want to say a
word. There nlust be a bridge across this
chasm. You cannot get these two things linked
together save by some wonderful lneans. And
what is this wonderful thing that changes the
briar and the thorn into the myrtle and the
rose; the disunion and the sorrow and the
judgment of chapter ix. into the blessedness and.
the fruits of grace of chapter xi.? This is the
wonderful problen1, and who is to solve it?
\Vho is it that can settle it to the glory of God
and the blessing of His people? Ohapter xi.
tells us. One is to corne upon the scene, "a rod
out of the stem of Jesse and a Branch .... out
of his roots," the administrator of all this bless
ing, in the power of the Spirit in its seven-fold
perfection, the Spirit of the Lord as set forth in
His dou bIe three~fold character in verses 2, 3.
He is to con1e wha is in full lueasure the vessel
of the Spirit, to use Hirn and to be used by HiIn ;
,vho Hirnself led by the Spirit is the vessel of
the Spirit's power, and \vha in turn baptises
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others with the same Spirit which He has re
ceived Himself. He is the One who introduces
all the blessing pictured to us here.

And here I should like to call your attention
to the way in which He is introduced in
Revelation i. Reference seems to be made to
chapter vi. 1:3, an interesting and characteristic
chapter, as presenting the vision of the glory
of the Lord with the attendant seraphim. I
dare say you Inay have noticed that the pro
phecy of Isaiah is seraphic, "rhile that of Ezekiel
is cherubie. Isaiah haH the vision of the sera
phim, Ezckiel that of the cherubim. The cheru
bim are the executors of the divine government;
the seraphim are the agency of the power of God
according to His nature; t.hey ery, "Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God of hosts." The living creatures
of Revelation iv. seem to unite both charac..
teristics. The action of the ~eraphiln is more
exhaustive, IllOTe profound than that of the
cherubim, which latter is more according to the
ways of God governn1entally; while that of the
seraphim is more according; to His nature.
Hence the 'Yard seraphinl means "burners:"
and if you look through Isaiah you will find
this word "burning" characterises the whole
book. So here (chap. vi.): if it is a question
of the j udgInent of sin, it is settled by a live
coal. There is no such purifier as fire, no such
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judgulent as the judgnlent of .fire. The fire
of the altar consumed the sacrifices, wbile also
the lake of fire tells of judgment to the extrenle
on the impenitent. So that the settlement of
sin here was not by the waters of N oab, the
deluge, but by fire-the 1i ve coal from the altar
by "rhich the sin is purged. The angel touches
the prophet's lips, and declares to hin1, "thine
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged."
And. this was necessary to qualify him for the
uncompromising message he \vas to bear to the
people, suitable alike to the glory of God and
to their actual state, containing as it did also
the assurance of full and final blessing. And
this coincides, as I understand it, with the basis
on which the gospel rests in the Epistle to the
Romans; the question of sin being settled accord·
ing to divine righteousness) and therefore peace
with God, perfect according to the basis on which
it rests (Ran). i v., v.); while christian state
(Rom. viii.), by the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus, necessarily corresponds thereto;
and frolH this flows practical christian life with
all " the fruits of the Spirit."

Now the prophet, thus prepared for his lnission,
answers the divine sunnuons, and ready to go,
says, "Here aIn I; send me." The glory of
God had first, as it \vere, consulned hin1, and
he cried out, "V';roe is me! for 1 alll undone,"
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&c.; then the live coal consunled his sin, and
he is ready to carry a Inessage suited to that
salne glory. And a terrible message it is
(vers. 9, 10), announcing exhaustive judgment
on the people, and shutting thern up to judicial
blindness.

Then (ver. 11) he asks for "how long:' is
this judgnlent to endure? So long (vers. 11,12),
until all the \\rorks of man be rernoved from
the whole land, and the lnan hhnself who did
them be rell10ved as welL The expression in
verse 12 is, I understand, very strong.*

The j udgnlent is to last till man be removed,
(, the 111an." The idea is that n1an himself must
go. You will see the in1portance of this: That
man 111USt go out of this place. He.,is a troubler
here, and rnust not abide. This is Jlly land, it is
filled with My glory. I will not have this man
here to interfere w·ith it, and all he has done
must go with hitn: the cities and the houses, the
works of his hands, all n1ust go, t e.very sign of
his presence \vhereby he has defiled My land.
I aln going to clwell there, and fill it with My
glory, and bless My people there.

An alteration D1USt be made in the translation

* For some very interesting remarks on this, see
"Notes and Comments," J. N. D., Vol. iv., p. 3D.

t I have no doubt that the houses and cities of Palestine
will be architected in the millennium in a new style.
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of verse 13, to read as follows: "But yet should
there be a tenth, and should that tenth return,
that tenth shall again be consumed," that is,
consumed by burning, or burnt, as the same
,vard is translated in chapter iii. 14, margin.
'Ve know historically what has happened to
the remnant. In a certain sense they were
burned. They returned to the land, and was
that remnant any better than their fathers?
In nowise. All their sufferings did not change
their nature. The Ethiopian could not change
his skin, nor the leopard his spots. There still
remained the necessity for this radical change
in them the same as before. Conlpare their
history in the gospels. They, too, shall be
eaten or consulned afresh. Divine judgment
IllUSt consume down to this lowest point, where
the root of bitterness was, which, incongruous
with His holiness, must call up His _anger. Yet
as a teil tree or an oak have their stock renlain
ing, even so the holy seed shall be in the stock.
The substance thereof is in the stock, and it is t.o
come up again in chapter xi. It is not like a
cedar cut down. Everyone kno\vs if a cedar
or fir is cut down there is no reproductive power
in it, it does not sprout again. On the contrary,
if you cut do\vn an oak its virtue is in t.he stock,
it grows again. 'Vhen the Assyrian goes, he
goes like a fir for ever. (Compare Isa. x. 34 and
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Ezek. xxxi. 3.) This, on the other hand, is
like the bush burning and not consumed. Here
the stock is in itself, and it is to COlne up again
in chapter xi. When every hope for Israel was
gone, here is the One, the root and offspring
of David, the bright and morning Star-the
Man who would bring the po"rer of the Spirit
into the world-the ve~sel of the Spirit in His
own Person, and now, on the ground of redemp
tion, the Giver of the Spirit to others. And
Inark how the Spirit is signaIised in the admin
istration of the blessing set forth in chapter xi.
The Spirit of J ehovah rests upon Him, the
sa1?e Spirit set forth in chapter lxiii., and ful
filled in Luke iv., when He says, "the Spirit
of the Lord is upon me." There He is the great
Preacher, the Jubilee Evangelist; here He is
the Administrator of righteousness, to establish
a system of equity on earth, in \vhich His love
could operate in the blessing of His people,
and the action of the Spirit in each case differs
according to the object in view. In verses 3, 4
He does not judge after the sight of His eyes,
nor reprove after the hearing of His ears; but
with righteousness He judges the pOOf, and with
equity He r'eproves or gives sentence for the
meek of the earth; in contrast to the unrighteous
decrees and the grievousness of chapter x.
Righteousness and equity and faithfulness are
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the basis on which He establishes to thelu all
the blessings that succeed. And note the circle
in which the blessings extend. This unity
produced alnong themsel yes transnlits its effects
first to those who were near them, and branches
out to the Jistant kingdoms of Egypt and
Assyria, and the great world pow'ers that
oppressed the people of God shall be final!y
joined to them in the service and worship of
the Lord of ho~ts, according to chapter xix.
18-25. He lays thi~ basis on the administration
of righteousness; so that the purposes of love
can be reached. We cannot reach love apart
from righteousness. "Grace reigns through
righ teousness unto eternal life by Jesus Chr.ist
our Lord." Love i::; the spring and source, the
fountain-head of every divine blessing, the very
nature of God Hilllself; but to reach it we nlust
be established in righteousness. There is no
other way to reach it. It is the foundation
of the gospel, the essential therne of the Epistle
to the Romans. So here it is the bridge that
leads from the desolations that precede the
blessings of chapter xi. and the song of salvation
in chapter xii.

The connecting link between the dark picture
of chapters ix. and x. and the bright picture
that follo\vs is this Man, the vessel of the Spirit,
who judges not after the sight of the eyes, nor
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reproves after the hearing of His ears. The
settlement of thing~ in His hands is the judgment
of evil, and the establishment of truth and right
eousnese, cc and his rest shall be glory." (Ver. 10.)

MY desire was to connect this with what we
had this nlorning, as to the instruction of the
Spirit. The Spirit of Ohrist is the spirit and
power of Christianity, that is to say, the practical
power of the Ohristian's life; and apart from
it Christianity is not. Only there must be
the proper vessel through which the Spirit
works.

E. C.



HOW TO KEEP RANK.

THERE are two verses I would like to read,
beloved brethren: 2 Titllothy ii. 22 and
Philemon 6. I am sure we are all very con
scious of the opposition there is-Satanic opposi
tion-to everything that is of the Spirit of God;
but there is this imnlense comfort for us all~ that
"greater is he that is in }70U than he that is
in the world." The moment God begins to
work, the enemy begins to work too; there is
abundant proof of this in scripture.

2 Timothy ii. 22 is instruction for a believer
after he has purged himself from the vessels
to dishonour; this purging, when real, is the
work of the Spirit of God. No donbt the effort
of the enemy is to prevent a believer purging
himself by inducing him to COll1promise with
error. We are here on the supposition that
we have in some measure purged ourselves.
Now comes the difficulty which \ve have to
face, "Follow .... with those who call on the
Lord out of a pure heart." How far shall we
be able to do this? It is a very old practice

of the enenlY to "sow discord alllong brethren."
I t is one of the seven things the Lord hates.
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(See Prov. vi. 19.) If we have been going on in
cOlllpany any time we shall know how difficult
it is to get on ,vi th one another. There are
certain believers 'Ne can get on with well enough,
but we know hovv difficult it often is to get on
'\vith others. It does not say, Follow with some,
but with those who call on the Lord out of a
pure heart. If I have purged myself, I have
to follow '\vith all tho3e who have purged
themsel ves: here i~ the difficulty, and it is a
very great one; but are we to overcome the
difficulty) or to be overcon1e by it? We shall
all ans \\:rer, the £orl11er. We all believe " greater
is he that is in you than he that is in the world."
It is very important we should recognise that
there is a difficuU,y. I think we get one practical
point that will he1 p us in Philemon, which is an
individual epistle. I do not think Philemon
was a very prominent man. He is called a
"fellow labourer," but his neighbour is called
a "fello,v soldier." I suppose Archippus was,
more prorninent in fighting the Lord's battles
in the gORpel. Phileul0n laboured in the truth,
but he does not appear to have been so prominent
as Archippus. The Spirit seems to take up threo
points. 1st (ver. 7), the 'bowels of the saints
were refreshed by him; 2nd, he was exhorted
to receive Onesimus above a servant, aB a
brother beloved; 3rd, to prepare a lodging for
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the apostle. (Ver. 22.) It all points, I think,
to the fact that Philemon ~~as a devoted tnan
and a fellow labourer. The apostle speaks of
two things that ever Inarked the saints: love
and faith, these tV{O blessed traits ,vere lnani
fested in him. " By the ackno\v ledging of every
good thing that is in you* in Christ Jesus."
That is the point I want to COlne to. If ,ve
really had that before us, ,ve should find we
could get on ,,"ith the saints. We do not need
to be spiritual to see a defect or inconsistency
in another; but we do need to be spiritual to
see H every good thing." Philemon ,vas a fellow
labourer with the apostle, and had a Ineeting
in his house; this the Spirit has recorded. I
have no doubt if the Spirit led us to acknow
ledge every good thing in others, we should
be better able to follow \vith thern. I do not
rnean we are not to see evil, for it is one of
the great privileges of the last days that ,ve
have pernlission to separate fronl evil. It ,vould
be a dreadful thing to have to go on
with evil, and if ,ve had not that scripture
in Tirnothy I do not think ,ye could separate.
When I see the path of separation and am in
it, then I seek for others who are in it also,
in order that I may keep company ,vith them,

• The N.T. reads" UI3." This does not affect the sub
j ect we are speaking of.



HO'V TO KEEP RA~K. 95

as the scripture says, (( follow righteousness,
faith} charity, peace ~vith them that call on
the Lord out of a pure heart."

Now comes the difficulty", how can I keep
conlpany \vith thenl? It must be acknow
ledged that one of the greatest difficulties of
our lueetings is to get on with one another.
I think the reason is we have not cume to
the point of acknowledging every good thing
in one another. \Ve can see the defects "fell
enough. J list think of a brother you find it
difficult to get on with. Do you not think
if you were more spiritually minded you would
see something of Christ in him, and that would
alter things very "lnuch? I take this as an
instance, because Phileu10n was evidently not
a prolninent man in fighting the Lord's battles~

not a "fellow soldier," but a "fellow labourer,"
and the apostle can recognise the good in him;
and ,ye Inust go on to that (ver. 6) if we are
to enjoy the collective privileges of the assern bly
of God. I \vill tell you w'hat has been said by
some regarding the heavenly side of the truth.
"It is a very beautiful ~,clea." And why did
they say that? Because they found it ,vas
almost ilnpossible to give expression to it when
they carne in contact with the saints they knew
best. It is very humbling that the better I
know of sonIe believers the less I am able to
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get on with them. 1 know so many of their
defects, and they so occupy nlY mind, that I
fail to see the good things in them. If I
,vere more spiritual I should see the good,
that is, the grace of Christ, and hope that the
workings of the flesh would be subdued by
the workings of the Spirit. If the Lord has
led us to recognise the privilege of separation
frolH evil, and we have His permission for it,
and have purged oursel yes frotH the vessels to
dishonour, then ,ve rnust not suppose we are
like Elijah, who said, "I only am left." Some
saints think they are the only ones who are
faithful, and isolate themselves; but on the
contrary we have the exhortation to follow "with
those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

I ask lnyself the questions: How is it, then,
that I cannot get on \vith some of my brethren?
Ho\v far aln I lacking in that spiritual discern
Inent which acknowledges every good thing that
is in theln? I do not say we all ought to think
alike. I see in scripture growth~ that while we
all have to begin as children, we go on to become
l11en and learn to put away childish things. But
if we are all going on together in the truth~ then
there will be fellowship together. I will tell you
\vhat I think is at the bottom of the difficulty
of \vhich we have been speaking-it is the
'world.
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The world is man assert,ing hinlself. You get
an instance of it in Adonijah, who said "I will
be king." He wanted to be pre-eminent. You
come to the church and you get Diotrephes; he
loved the pre-eminence. Is not that often the
cause of not getting on ,vith my brethren? I
want my vie',vs and thoughts, my will ta be
pre-eminent, and that is the Spil'it of the 'world.
What is the one reu1edy for the world? I
believe to be under the influence of the Father's
love. The world suits us so uncolurnonly well ;
it is natural to us all. The young lnen in
John's epistle, although the word was abiding
in thetn, yet they ,yere exposed to the world.
The fathers ,yere beyond it, they had reached to
the point of safety, they had got to Christ. If
there is one thing one desires it is to get to be a
"father"! The babes ¥lere in danger of wrong
thoughts about Christ, because they knew Hilll
so little, but the young 111eU were not in this
danger; they ,vere not to be cheated by an anti ..
christ; they kne,v the true Ohrist too well, yet
they were in danger of the 1.oorld. What was
the corrective for the \vorld? The love of the
Father; that is, as I understand it, the thing,
and the only thing, that will deliver ns from the
power of the ,varid, especially in that particular
form of self assertion. I may be seeking to
press a right thing even and yet asserting
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myself, and so bring in the spirit of the
world.

We ought to be very thankful that \ve are
together while others have dropped out \vho
in fornler titnes ,vere with us, but they have
not been able to keep rank. And, beloved
brethren, what is to hinder our dropping out?
\\7e kno,v something of the opposition and
the power of the enenlY, and do you think we
are more proof against it than they ,vere?
They might have answered, like Hazael, if they
had been challenged, "Is thy servant a dog that
he should do this thing?" He could. not at the
mon1ent suppose that he could do it. "Te can
not suppose we should ever be outside, and
fallen out of the ranks, not able to keep COIn

pany, "but let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he falL" It needs luuch grace to
go on together, and I do not believe ,ve shall
keep cornpany unless ,ve are more spiritually
n1inded. Many are kept right by protection,
and thank God for protection. A lvife rnay be
kept right by her husband; children by their
parents; but protection does not always last;
the time cornes when \ve have to stand by
ourselves, and \vhat \vill enable us to stand?
I think being spiritually minded; and being
~pirituallyIninded \vill enable us to acknowledge
the good in others, and we shall see so much
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that we shall be surprised. As we see the good
in each other we shall lose sight of the defects.
A man of the world can point out a defect, it
needs the spirit of Christ to see the good. In
rnany a one who may be a little crooked there
n1ay be a great deal of the grace of Ohrist. If
we look for that we shall be enabled to follow
"rith those who call on the Lord out of a pure
heart. 'rhank God that company will go on to
the end. We have often thought we are going
to be like the tenlple, at its destruction, "not
one stone .... upon another," but Timothy goes
on to the end. and. there will be those who ",~ill

call upon the Lord ant of a pure heart to the
end. The question for us is shall we be o/n1ongst
thern? I think it very much depends on whether
we are spiritually n1inded enough to see what is
of Christ in one another. N at by any means
covering up evil, but able to go on with one
another, remen1bering we all alike have the flesh
in ourselves, which is so offensive to God. But
,ve llave the Spirit of God, and if we are more
spiritually 111inded we shall see more readily the
work of the Spirit, and JDOre of the grace of
Christ the better ,ve know one another; and
like the apostle, "re shall ackno\vledge every
good thing that is in one another in Christ
Jesus.

G. '-tV. G Y.



"SH~~'V ~1E THY GI~ORY,"

OR

THE I.JGHT OF GOD'S PlTRPOSE.

(Ex. XXXIII. 18; COL. 1. 12-14; 27-29.)

\VHAT I have before me, beloved brethren, is to
press upon you two things; one is the blesbed
purpose of God with regard to us; the other is
the deliverance which has been effected for us,
and into which we lnust enter in order that we
nlay enjoy the purpose. However Inuch I may
see the blessedness of God's purpose for me, yet
it 111USt be evident to everyone here that I
cannot step into it unless I kno\v what it is to
be clear of the old thing. We Inay see the
desirability of entering into the purpose but ''le
cannot take our place in it unless "ve know·
deliverance. It is those t,vo things I want to
bring before you.

I may say at the beginning, perhaps, those t,vo
thoughts 'vere \vritten to dear Mr. Stoney saying
that if there was anJthing which Mr. Darby had
pressed upon us it ,,"as this entrance into the
purpose of God, and the other great thing he
had brought out ,vas deliverance-that entrance
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must be through deliverance. I do not mean to
say that was all that ~fr. Darby brought out,
but certainly these two were great parts of his
teaching. Mr. Stoney replied, " I perfectly agree
wi th it." I only received l\1r. Stoney's letter this
morning. It ,vas not that that led me to bring
them before JOu, for I have had it on my mind
to speak of these two things here, trusting the
Lord to lay then1 on everyone's heart.

I desire, and I trust that everyone here has
the desire found in the heart of MaseR: Lord

"shew Ine thy glory!" That lies beyond the
question of responsibility. The question of
responsibility is connected with the "rays of God
with regard to us; that is, with responsible man
down here-our course in this ,vorld, whether it
be the course of nlan generally as seen in the
history of Israel or in the individual. We have
a certain course do\vn here, and in that course
\ve have to learn the lesson of good and evil;
\ve have to learn that lnan is under the power of
evil and that he does not know the good; that
good is with God and evil in man. It often
takes a long tin1e to learn this, and God's ways
with us in thi8 \vorld where responsibility comes
in-God's ways in teaching us often extend over
along period of tin1e.

If you look at the first promise of deliverance,
for instance, that the seed of the woman ~hould
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bruise the serpent's head, four thousand years
transpired before the fulness of the time came
'vhen God sent forth His Son. Four thousand
years were occupied in the ways of God in
working out the question of good and evil-God
in his dealings with man ahvays proving His
goodness throGgh various dispensatjons; the
very heavens declaring His goodness to man;
and nlan proving his badness. All that brings
out the ways of God. That is not His purpose.
If you take Israel again: they had the promises,
but the law raised the question of good and evil
and they have to go through a long history of
proof and trial, which will eventually cululinate
in the great tribulation. " It is a terrible thing
that I will do "Yith thee," God says. (Ex. xxxiv.
10.) But God proclaims Hinlself in His ways as
the God of goodness and mercy, long Ruffering
and plenteous in mercy and truth, &c. He takes
such a narne (vel'. 6) that it becolnes the forn1ula
of Israel: "His mercy ~ndureth for ever."

Ho\v lnany of us know Him thus! How often
have we quoted Psahn ciii. and taken up that
expression, " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul: and all
that is within me, bless his holy name." That, I
may say, is the outburst of a heart that has
learned its lesson that the Lord is long-suffering
and gracious and abundant in nlercy. All that
is connected "vith His ways. He is very long--
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suffering and good, and whatever He may put
U~ through, in the end mercy triumphs. "I will
sing of the mercy of the Lord for ever." Tt is
frorn everlasting to everla~ting. We prove it in
our history as responsible, and that is all connected
with His \vays.

But there is another thing, and that is His
purpose. It is to that I want now to direct
your attention and to try and shew you that you
111USt be delivered {rOIn the old in order to enter
into the new.

As I stand before you, beloved brethren, I feel
my o\vn deficiency in speaking of it, but I feel
the Lord has given it me to say, and I look to
Him to enable Ine so to put it that you may
receive 'vhat lIe would have you receive.

The desire of 1\1:0S88, "She\v me thy glory,"
reached beyond God's \vays then made known to
him. (Ps. ciii. 7.) However nluch we 111ay bless
Uod for the character she\vn in His ways 1.vith us,
His glory is the revelation of Himself. In
response to rvloses the Lord said, " I will maKe all
Tny goodness pass before thee." He could not
then shew His glory. It i~ not connected with
our responsibility. We may look back and
review our pathway, and as \ve each think of
His "rays with us we can only say, "Bless the
Lord, 0 my soul!" The more I think what He
has been to me and "That I have been to Him, I
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can only bow down my head and say, " All that
is within 1118 bless his holy name; H but I see
there is another thing, and that is \vhat ~loses

desired, H I beseech thee, shew nle thy gl01~Y."

That is, shew me the revelation of Thyself; not
only what you can be to me in your ways
according to IT1Y need, bu t how you can act of
and frorn yourself. ~fosesgoes beyond his farrner
request, "She"v tile now thy "\vay.:' He was
conscious that behind the ways of God there was
His own peculiar glory, and we now know that
His purpose is the display of His own glory.
We rnay well bless Him for the lnercy that
followed us since we first dre\v breath. ~lercy

'\vithout ceasing, and \ve \vould not have been
here th is Inorning to speak of it apart froln this
mercy and goodness. But there is sOl11ething
beyond, and I de~ire that every heart here lllay
get the sense of it. It is a great thing, however
little we rnay have entered into it, when we are
sensible of the purpose into \vhich the wealth
of mercy opens. Something purposed by the
blessed God Himself according to "Vhat He is.
Of course it has all now conle out in Christ, but
I believe that ~Ioses had this sense-There is
sonlething in God Himself if only I could see
behind His present dealings. Law, though
introduced \vith glory, ,vas not the revelation of
His purpose, but of holy though terrible govern-
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ment. In connection with that government
He made known His gracious character, but the
desire of Moses indicated that there was son1e
thing in God Hirnself from "7hich He could act,
and Moses longed to see it. I believe that was
,vrapped up in what l\foses eaid: H I beseech
thee, shew me thy glory."

I ask DIy own heart and yours, beloved
brethren, Has that ,vhich has been ll1inistered
to us so often and for so many years in this
roon), with the object of carrying our hearts
into this line of things, has it at least produced
this one thought-I would like to be carried into
that scene of divine life where Christ is? That
is what is open to us now. It was not open to
Moses. That is what I find in Colossians. I
cannot attenlpt to express to you the fulness of
those words: "The kingdom of the Son of his
love." I do not say that in Colossians you ri,se
to the full height of God's purpose) but you
approach woncJerfully near when you get such a
word as that! " The kingdom of the Son of his
love.') N at the Son of His power, or the 'I Son
of his right hand;" He will come out as such.
There will be the kingdolll of the Son of man,
the Man of God's right hand, coming in power
and in the glory of God. That is not ,vhat is
spoken of here; what we have now been brought
into is the kingdom of the Son of God's love.
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We are brought into a kingdo111 where love
has the ~way; where all the divine afl'ections
which rest on the Son of His love are knO\l!D.

Eventually those who are no\v brought into it will
be as happy as divine love can make thelll; love
removes every disturbing element which can in
trude. Eden was happy. Paradise was a bright
and happy scene, but a disturbing element, sin,
could con1e in and did COlne in there; but in "the
kingdonl of the Son of his love P you find that
even now love has its sway. It is not connected
with the responsible Inan at all, but with the
man who in the person of the Son of His love is to
God's perfect and entire satisfaction in His O\Yll

presence, where love governs and acts on behalf
of the" loved co-heirs."

But what I feel is, and I think other beloved
brethren ",rill go with TIle also, that it is when
the heart is in any "ray awakened to God's
purpose, that then you feel the need of de
liverance in its full extent. You become con
scious that there is not only a po\ver that
sought to hinder you fronl getting out of Egypt.
That you saw laid ]O\V in the Red Sea (if I may
turn to the figure), but the Sa111e hostile power
will hinder you fronl getting into the purpose of
God-frotn entering Canaan as a present thing;
not that Colossians carries you into heavenly
places, but it shews the place which JOu have in
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the kingdon1 of the Son of His love, and to my
Blind the administration of that kingdoln results
from the Father loving the Son and putting all
things into His hands. The n1ere question of
standing will never enable you to realise deliver
ance. I do not clwell upon the words cc standing It

or (( state," they are human expressions. Of course
it depends on how a man uses them. I under
stand ,,"'hat is generally meant by them~ but I
avoid them lnyself because they are human terms
and may be nlisapplied. But ,vhat I mean is this,
that the mere fact of a person saying I know
God has rnade me fit to go to heaven will not
carry yOll into the purpose of God nOlU. I admit
that every converted person is fit to go to heaven;
but do they enter into the purpose of God now?
\Vhen you are called to your death... bed (if you
are called to one) you will drop every hindrance;
there \vill be nothing to detain you then.
The difficulty is to drop things no'w. Ho\v often
you see that believers when they COlne to a
death-bed have a peace they never knew before,
because they have done with things here. It is
through grace all clear sailing into hea.ven,
hut that is not the point. Can we drop
things no'w while we are in the midst of
difficulties and dangers? Hence deliverance is
needed. If 'we are under the power of things in
this present scene, 'vhere Satan has his authority,
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we are hindered from being in the light of tIle
Father's house; we are not able to enter into the
enjoyment of it; deliverance here is from the
darkness of this scene that we may enjoy the
light of another scene; the portion of the saints
in light. The best robe lllade the prodigallueet for
the father's house, and it was in the house that
the light of love shone upon hinl. There, too,
was the adlllinistration of love. \Ve know it is
in the hands of the Son of His love.

I think many would sa.y-That is just where
the difficulty COlnes in. I see every enemy that
could hold me captive dead on the sea shore; I
see I am clear of Egypt; but I do not know if I
am clear of that which prevents lny entering into
heavenly privileges. The iInportance of entering
into our heavenly privileges now has been often
brought before us. When we wake up to it we
begin to feel the hindrances, yet \ve find in this
chapter that two great tru ths connect themselves
with the adlninistration of the kingdom of the
Son of God's love; one is reconciliation to God,
and the other derivation from Christ.

We lllay well look to it to-day how far the
truth luinistered to us and pressed upon U~ again
and again in this roon), has so wrought upon us
as to bring us into the enjoyment of the portion
of the saints in light; entering into that wonder ...
ful dOlnain of life which is here characterised as
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the kingdonl of the Son of His love. There is no
doubt tha t the inheritance of the saints in light
will be fully realised in heaven, but there is a
present translation into the kingdom of God's
dear Son-the Son who administers the purposes
of the Father's love, the Father who ha" made us
Ineet, having reconciled us through the death of
His Son. Do Vle live in that scene n01v-that
sphere of Christ's life? It is there the heart
expands ! We are brought into a scene of divine
affections, and the heart is r-;et free to enjoy it.
1Iay the Lord j list enable us to enter into it a
little!

But that raises the question how far have we
realised the deliverance that enables us to live in
that sphere of divine affections? Moses dimly
saw it when he said, "I beseech thee, shew me
thy glory." Everything there is according to
God's perfect and entire satisfaction; the Son of
His la ve is there.

I would refer to the end of the chapter for
one mOlnent. But let llle say another word)
beloved brethren, and that is, I do not think that
one of us can stand still. There are llloments in
our history \vhen we reach certain points in our
souls, but we cannot stop there. For instance,.
you rnay haye reached the truth of justification
in ROlnans, but you cannot stop there; it is only
a prelude to going on to another. You may
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reach a point in Colossians, but you cannot stop
there. If you do you will go back; you Inust
go on. The Lord is very tender, very gracious
with us. He will take great pains with us. He
will help us on for years, but His purpose for
you is that you should be brought into the full
enjoyment of what He has got for you.

A person [nay get hold of a truth and say,
There I will rest. You "rill surely go back if
you do. That truth prepares you for another
step; I adlnit we go by steps. But you cannot
say, I have taken that step, now I will stop; you
must go on to the next step, and then to the
next, until the Spirit has brought you into the
deep sense of the purpose of God. You do not
rest even there in one sense, because when Israel
got to Canaan they began to fight. There JOll

are brought to a scene ,vhere you have to stand
for the Lord, where you are identified \vith His
interests; but this by the way.

In the end of the chapter 'we have the labour
of the apostle to present every man perfect in
Christ. I lnay here Hlention a circun1stance
which occurred the other day. Sorne one in
Germany said to tue-Are you satisfied with
your work in Gerrnany? No; I answered, and
I never shall be satisfied with ,vhat is acconl
plished down here; the object or a servant's
labour is the presentation of every saint perfect
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in Ohrist Jesus. I do not think any servant will
be satisfied with his work until the Baints, as far
as he can help it on, are perfected with Christ in
glory. The apostle laboured to present every
n1an perfect in Christ Jesus. That is the goal
to which the Spirit of God leads every saint.

It is not a matter of attainment by any effort
of yours, but there is such a thing no\v as a f~l1

grown Inan in Christ Jesu~. If you ask tue what
it is? I say I think it is a person who is at
home in the purpose of God. I see God's
purpose for me; I am to be conformed to Christ
in glory. We are not yet confornled to His
ilnage, but the light bealns upon our souls. It i~

a ,\>yonderful moment for any soul when it sees
that not only has the old man be6n dealt with,.
but it sees Christ's glory. You are then eclipsed
and Christ shines upon you; ,ve could not Wi8h
more. That is what lVloses longed for; the desire
of his heart which he could not see. The glory
of God which shines in the face of Jesus Christ.

Perhaps you say, I have Inade long struggles,
I have tried to answer to my calling', and I have
not succeeded. \Ve have each done the same.
But what I now see is, that there is a blessed
l\,fan in the glory of God, One who is to God's
entire satisfaction, I see what God has effected for
His own delight in having His own Son before
Hiln as man. And while it was necessary in
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the ways of God that I should learn myself,
and 'vhile doing- so experience His tender n1ercy
and goodness sustaining me all along (or we
should never have been here to-day), still there
comes a moment in the soul's history when that
man who experiences the ~upport and tender
mercy and goodness in the ways of God with
hinl, not only learns that there is no good in
him, but he, in WhOlll there is no good, is
eclipsed, and another Person shines upon him
there is not only the negative but the positi.ve.

I do not ask how much you or I have entered
into it, still it is a great thing to have the sense
of the glory that shines in the face of Je~us
Christ. Is He not your Saviour? Yes, but He is
the One who is to shine upon your soul. I
00 not 111ean the blessed beanls of His work
that is where you first knew Him in the
Jight of Inercy to a poor guilty one; no, it
is the light frorn Himself, the Son of God's
love, shining fronl that scelle where glory is,
and only love is known. "Awake, thou that
sleepest, and arise fronl the dead, and Christ
shall give thee light "-01' rather shine upon
thee. \Vhat a word for our hearts, beloved
friends!

Thank God, we can say, All that would hinder..,

onr souls from being at h0111e there has been re-
lTIoved in the cross of Christ. The 1nan as well as
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his guilt has been removed by it. We need
not be occupied with that Inan, because he is
removed from the eye of God, so that we may
be in the light of that \vhich will eclipse him.
You say, Have not I to reckon myself dead?
Yes; but ho\v can you reckon yourself dead
except in the pO\\Ter of life ? It is an old
saying of ~ir. Darby's, "You cannot touch death
except in the po\ver of life." I say again it is
not attainnlent in the sense of setting the old
loan right; it is this-Clt1~i8t shines upon you,
and as you look at Hirn there you see what is
God's purpose for you.

Some young Christian here rnay think, it is
all very \vell for you elder ones to speak thus.
All I ask you is to look up to heaven, and there
see the light of the glory of God shining in the
face of Jesus Christ. There is the home at love
and of divine affections. Any person who has
seen that light sbining frool Ohrist understands
ho\v it puts out the first 11lan, and heavenly light
becon1es the hOlue of his spirit. There you
realise that you are in Christ, and tpat is a
full-gro\vn roan. Of course, "perfect" in its
full sense Ineans perfected with Christ in glory.
But "ye \vant nO~T to have as heavenly light
what "vill then be our part, \vhen \vith Hill1
in glory in that place where only love is known.
And nothing ,vould satisfy the heart of the
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apostle till he had led every saint up to that
point of "perfect in Christ." He sought to
lead them into the truth of the 11lystery. The
teaching of Colossians as to the mystery is, that
Chr1st was in the saints. They were in danger
of being beguiled into adding sOlnething to
Christ, walking according to the fudirnents of
the world and not according to Ohrist; and
the apostle sought to lead them into the
Inystery, that they might kno'v they had all
in Christ, that they were filled full in Him;
thus the traits anc! beauties of the lle\V Man
would come out. Where? Do\vn here. But
you Tllust go fin before you can come out. liIoses
went into the Inount ,vith God before he could
conle out to build the tabernacle. He went in,
and was with the Lord forty days and forty
nights, and neither did eat nor drink. He ,vas
irnpressed with the \vhole scene of the patterns
of things in the heavens, and then he calue out to
carry it all out down here. If we do not go
into the scene of those affections, le the kingdonl
of the Son of his love," ,ye cannot COlne out for
Hiln. While a soul is in Satan'skingdorn he
keeps it entirely in the dark as to the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But ,ve
are delivered froIn the power of darkness and
brought under the sway B,nd administration of
lcve. We know it and enjoy it, and then we can
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come out for the Lord. The desire of the apostle
for the Colossians \vas that they might be filled
with the knowledge of His ,vill. And what
is His will, beloved brethren? To walk worthy
of the Lord unto all pleasing. Surely what God
is doing during this period of the Lord's rejection
is building up the body of Christ, because it is
the vessel in which Ohrist is displayed both now
and for eternal ages. For that God is \yorking
with every saint that he may be a little item
of Christ's glory. A very little itetll perhaps,
but still part of t.hat glory. But I repeat that
we must go in before we can come out.

I will give you another instance of what I
Inean. The supper at Bethany in J oho xii. The
Lord goes to Bethany six days before the pass
over, which was to be fulfilled in His own death;
there they make Hiln a supper. Lazarus was
there, and ~Iartha and Mary. The disciples
also \vere inside the house ,vith the Lord, and
what did they learn there? Though feebly they
entered into it, one thing that shone out there
was the glory of the Person of the Son of God.
Lazarus was the witness of that glory in power
and victory over death. Another thing before
theln was the deep appreciation of His Person
in ~Iary. Those two things were there: the
glory of the Lord, as Son of God, and a heart
that could appreciate HiLn. It is a wonderful
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thing to get into the conlpany of a person like
Mary, who knows the Lord and appreciates Hilll.
It must greatly affect us. - These disciples must
have been wonderfully affected by the glory of
the Person of the Lord, and the appreciation of
the heart of ~Iary for Him, for the next day,
\vhen the Lord rides into Jerusalem, they come
out with Hhn, and "ve are told in another gospel
they spread their garments in the way and shout
Hosanna! But they had been in the house with
Him first before they COIlle out in the kingdonl.
You must go in first in order to come out. I
cannot understand the pleasure of the Lord,
nor answer to His will, apart from the light
of Christ shining upon lue. It is the pleasure
of God that the youngest saint should have
this light of love, so that you should display
Christ here, as a nlenlber of His body. I do
not think we can understand and enter into
the present service of the Holy Ghost in farlning
the body of Christ here and leading our souls
into it, if we have not been inside and learnt
something of the glory there, if we have not
said with J\foses: "I beseech thee, she\v me thy

1 "gory.
l\lay the Lord give us to enter into it! I

trust that the Lord n1ay enable the youngest
here to see it, and that on God's side all abstrac
tion has been rell1oved. There is a verse in
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Colossians ii. \vhich \ve did not touch on yester
day afternoon (ver. 15), (( having spoiled princi
palities and powers, he made a show of them
openly, triulllphing over theIn in it." That
verse to lTIe is like the rolling back of Jordan.
It does not go to the full height of leading
captivity captive, as in Ephesians; but the
power of the enenlY is annulled if Jordan is
rolled· back. There is no barrier to hinder you
entering into the purpose of God. The enemy
is silenced. There is no foe that Christ has not

/

overCOlne, and the way is open into the heavenly
places, that is, into the purpose of God. Dear
young believer, may you know deliverance in
the power of Christ. He has nlet -all your sins
and your guilt, and the man who did the sin has
been reJnoved frotu the presence of God. Ohrist
Ilimself now fills that presence to the glory of
God. l\Iay Christ shine upon you.

T. H. R.

--,-
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2 SA)!. XIV. 13, 14; ACTS XVII. 2, 3; HEB. H. 0, 10.

I HARDLY like to take up your titne with theRe
scriptures, beloved friends, w"ere it not that I
feel Gne may speak of the help the thought has
been to one's own soul, and in the hope that it
lnay also be a help to others. There are nlany
young here to-day, and I want to bring the
thought to them. I ask yo,u in the light of what
we ha\'e had before us this rnorning to take
another look at the passage in 2 Samuel.

One has often sought to tell out the beauties
of the gospel fron1 that verse, but surely there is
there sornething else, and sornething far beyond.
I do not "rant to preach the gospel now, unless
the gospel be in its full extent what we have
had brought before us this nlorning.

Have ,ve faced, all of us, that sentence in the
beginning of the verse, " lV'e 'rnust needs die?"
I have often linked these t,vo verses together,
the" must needs U of judgment and the "IDust

needs" of grace. One has preached the gospel
from it in the sense of Christ being the Substitute,
taking the sinner's place. But surely there is
something far beyond substitution there. I have
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said in this way that He must needs have suffered.,

that we need not die; but when \ve see in any
nleasure \vhat our beloved brother has brought
before us this morning, how short that comes!
" We mt~st '11tCd8 die," if \ve would enter into the
blessing that He \vould bring us into to-day. It
is not nlerely the redernption of our souls from
hell. That has been a little bit in the beginning
of God's purpose for us. Christ died-" the just for
the unjust, that he Inight bring U~ to God." If our
hearts say, and God grant they may say, (C Shew
me thy glory," '\\'8 hav.e to learn that He lnust
needs die in order to bring us into the place
where 'we may see it. That is my point-the
firrst rHan 1n'ust go. " We must needs die, and
are as water spilled upon the ground that cannot
be gathered up."

It does not Inerely lllean an absence of strength
on our part to gather up ourselves again, but in
the light of what ,ve have had before us let me
bring this application to it, beloved friends. N at
only cannot "re gather up oursel ves again, but
He has put it beyond our power. We may try
to pick up \vhat has been judged, but" thank
God, ,ye cannot. It cannut be gathered up.

Then that blessed Lord Jesus Christ "lllust
needs have suffered." How blessed the difference
between the way He speaks of Hirnself and the
way He speaks of us. You have had your hearts
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directed to it no doubt in Psahn xxii. 14. "I
am pOllJred out like water."

Remelnber, beloved friends, this-" we 11lUst

needs die " was a truth concerning the people of
God, and link it with that verse in Hebrews ii.
10. There was a "lllust needs" for Hinl to
suffer; a "must needs" for Him to die :c in
bringing Inany sons unto glory." This must
precede the " must needs" for us to die.

Our beloved brother took us back to Genesis
iii., that \vonderful seed-plot of the whole word
of God. There we got the seed of the WOlnan

spoken of; \ve get God's thoughts and counsels
4,000 years before God brought it to pass; we
get the intimation of it there. 'Ve get the two
sides-the suffering side and the triulnph side.
" I t shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
his heel." There must be the suffering side for
Him as well as the triumph.

Man must needs die out of· the pl'esence of
God in banishrnent, but God has devised nleans
that His banished be not expelled from Him.
He has devised lneans to bring them hon1e, and
how can we get horne except through death?
Not our death but His death.

I t is not a nlatter of attainment, as has been
said, or I would not have touched it, but if you
have a sense of it at all, you have got it froln the
Lord, and there is not one here wha may not
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enter into it. But hO\v? U We rnust needs die
and are as water spilled upon the ground;" and,
thank God, you cannot gather it up again. You
cannot gather up that which has been set aside,
in the sight of God, in the cross. \Vhy try to
gather it up? Why should we? Oh, the relief
of looking at God's Ineans. One word tells us
His n1eans, and that is CHRIST.

Our beloved brother Inade a remark yesterday
to the effect that saints are not spoken of as being
" in Jesus," but we are" in Christ." How beauti
fully that comes out in Acts xvii. " This Jesus
\vhom I preach unto you is Christ." He had
been preaching Jesus, that hUlnbled, gracious
Saviour ,vho had laid down His life in obedience
to the will of the Father. Three tilnes that
proclamation was n1ade in the synagogue that
Jesus is the Christ.

If we are in Christ before God ,ve are in the
l\Ian that is before God. Do we want to have
the first man intruding there? Do we want to
gather up the spilt water?

Ho\v do we get there? Psalm xxii. comes in
as the link bet\veen these two "must needs."
We are as ,vater sp'illed upon the ground. We
n1ust needs go down; but Inark how He changes
the word in Psalm xxii.: "I a?J~ poured out like
water." That \vhich is poured out like water
finds its own blessed place by the side of that
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w hieb is spilled like water. May ,ve not say
that Genesis iii. gives us the spilling, and the
close of the four gospels, where we get the story
of the cross, gives the" pouring out 'J ?

There is another beautiful thought there in
that Psalm. "Thou hast brought rne into the
dust of death." ~7'ho ? It is no wonderful
thing for 'ns to die. The wonder would be for
us if ,ve could preverLt it. But it was a n1arvel
lous thing for the Prince of Life to die. That
was indeed wonderful. "'fhou hast brought me
into the dust of death." Was it not a wonderful
exercise of the power of God that the Prince of
Life could lay down His life. He said, " I have
povver to lay it down and I have power to take
it again." It was power to nlake Him die,
though He was" crucified in weakness;" power,
and God's power alone, that could bring Hiln
into the dust of death.

What is the Iniddle of that beautiful Psalrn ?
"Thou hast heard me fro1l1 the horns of the
unicorn." He ,vas beard, and He ,vas gathered.
He laid down His life, and He took it again.
The condition changed. We know all that
through grace. The condition in which He is
there now in that new life, that new way in.
which Christ risen is in the presence of God, is
the place for everyone of us who believe in
Christ in God's grace. "Te are in Hiln who
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took His life again? \vho ha~ gone into the
presence of God. This is 'r Jesus our Saviour "
the One of whOln the apostle said, " This Jesus
whonl I preach unto you is Christ."

l\iay the Lord j llst make that verse in 2 Sarn.
xiv. very real and true to each one of us this
lllorning. Let us read it again in that way that
I have sought to bring it before you. "We
Dlust needs die," &c. And dear brethren, allow
me just to make one other remark. Do not let
us be afraid if we hear things that we have not
heard before. The Spirit of God is here to lead
us into all the truth., It is not the truth that is
new', though it ll1ay be new to us, because we
have not as yet been led into it by the Spirit. I
have often read that verse without a thought or
a glimmer of what I have been trying to shew
you this 11lorning; but ,vas it not there all the
time? It is not ne\v because we have not seen
it. When the Spirit of God opens our eyes to see
the truth, He brings us into what is perfectly
new in our apprehension; hut the truth He brings
us into is as 01(1 as this book itself-the word of
God.

How often we have heard it said, le The Bible
is a new book to me since I have been converted.:!
It SiUlply is that you read the book, and you
know yourself, in a new light. I pray that you
may get hold of this. Oh, may the Lord grant
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that our souls may be so at hOIue in the presence
of the Lord at a time like this, that we may see
the glory of God and Jesus-see the way He
has gone, through death.

If that is the case, I venture to say when 'we

take up our Bibles in that light-the light of
that glory, the Bible will indeed be a new book
to us again.

J. R. B.



l<EADING.
(COL. Ill. 1-17.)

T. H. R. I suppose the first verse of our
chapter, " If ye then be risen with Christ," refers
to what is stated in verse 12 of chapter ii. ?

1ltl. \Vhv" if " ?
0'

T. H. R. I suppose it is put hypothetically,
If risen, then seek.

\\T, B. Does the "if" in1ply any dOll bt, or
is it an " if" of argnlnent ?

T. H. R. Seripture often speaks th us, it does
not inlply any, doubt.

E. I~. \Ve 111ight ·say " Since," might we not?
W. I t is a stronger {ortn of assertion than a

direct statement.
E. C. It is the same as saying" Seeing that

ye are;" is that ,vhat you nlean ?
F. H. B. It was said yesterday that "risen

with Ohrist" brings you into all that is con
nected \vith Ohrist where He is, and is not
simply deliverance out of something; or was
that connected with quickening 1

T. H. R. With quickening, I think. In
Colossians you get "risen" before "quickened."
It shews that "risen" is n status upon earth,
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.
because you are not actufllly risen, it puts you
necessarily, as to your status, in an Qut-of-the
world condition.

G. G. Is the exhortation founded on this
statement corporate or individual?

T. H. R. I think you might say it is both; it
is true for every individual believer. I have to
seek the things that are above, but it is addressed
to the company--it is \vhat is proper to the
company.

D. L. H. In order to get forlnally before our
minus ""hat the statenlent "risen with Christ"
means, perhaps it would be as well to know
\vhat do you Inean by (( status" ?

T. H. R. It is brought in in connection \vith
baptism, that is why I say" status ;" having
been buried with Hiln in baptisul, we are
raised through faith of the operation of God,
who raised Him from the dead. (Chap. ii. 12.)

G. G. Is it "In whorn" or "\Vherein"· in
verse 12 ?

T. H. R, It is an open question. J. N. D.
prefer:;; " wher~in," J. B. S. prefers" in whonl."

D. L. H. Baptisnl applies to death, not to
resurrection, does it not? At any rate, faith
is introduced here.

T. H. R. The only difficulty with me as to
in whom is the other preposition cr with 11 fol
lowing, thus saying, H In whom ye are risen
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~vith." Baptisln, as I understand it, is the door
that leads you into the status of "risen with
Christ." You cannot stop in dea th. Baptistll
is the opening of the door by whieh you take
your place with Christ risen, but it is a place
really taken because it is through the faith
of the operation of God who raised Him fron)
the dead.

G. E. Then "in w hieh" would apply to
baptism, and it is the opening of the door to lile ?

T. H. R. You could not be really in the place
without faith in Ohrist risen. The apostle
addresses theln in the Epist.le to the Colossians
on the christian footing, "faithful brethren in
Christ;" and in the Epistle to the Ephesians
also they are addressed as the "faithful in
Christ Jesus;" you do not get quite so far as
that in the Corinthians; there it supposes a
profession, "all \vha call on the name of the
Lord." In these epistles it supposes real saints
in the christian state.

G. G. Then it is buried together with Hiln,
and raised together with Him?

T. H. R. \Vell it is "hav'ing been buried."
Baptism is not brought fOf\\Tard here as in
Rornans; there it is the bearing of the ordinance
upon you; you are comlnitted to His death; here
that is supposed to be gone by-" having been
buried "-and then you get the opening all t,
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through that door, into a status where you
take your place ,vith Chri~t risen, only really
taken in faith. Do you see what I mean?

D. L. H. Yes; it is very interesting, I anl
hearing it with great interest.

F. H. B.- Is it not true that in Colossians it is
more the developrrlent of the christian state than
the christian standing?

T. H. R. Yes, I think so, so far as I under
stand the ,vords state and standing.

W. B. 'Vill you explain the words standing
and state, Dr. B. ?

F. H. B. I must ask 'r. H. R. to do that.
T. H. R. We11, I avoid the ,yards as far as

I passi b1Y can.
RKMARIL You have used the ,vard here.
A. P. Yon said the Colossians \vere in the

christian state, \vhat did you n1ean? \vhat v~ias

in your mind ?
T. H. R. I rneant they had really got into

Cbristianity, ,vhich lies on the other side of
Christ's death. I do not consider anybody js in
Christianity ,yha has Illerel)' seen that Christ
has died fo?' hill!. I Inean by the christian
8tatus, association with Christ on ,the other side.

\"V. G. B. Does not Ap.ts i. an~nYer to it ?
T. H. R. I think it does; it has often struck

1118 that the disciples ll1Ust have realised the
l'i~en state ,vhen they ,vere ""ith the Lord after
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His resurrection; it is not new to say that the
Epistle to the Colossians is like the forty days
the Lord was upon the earth-risen, but not
gone to heaven; the disciples were in company
with the risen Man, they nlust have realised
their peculiar position; they were not risen..
but were brought into association with One
who was. The apostle says they did eat and
drink with Hiln after that He rose from the
dead. He was in an out-of-the-world condition
of things, and they \vere, so to speak, in an
inner kind of circle that the \vorld knew nothing
about; they must have realised the out-of-the
world condition in His company; though not
actually raised thenlsel ves, they ,vere in positive
association ,vith One who was, with a ~lan who
did not belong to the world, and who was out of
death and judgment. I picture it to myself in
that 'way, and 1 think that is ""here the truth in
Colossians brings you.

F. H. B. So if we are vvith Christ ,vhere He
is, we are outside everything here. If ,ve are
not seen "in Christ" where He is, as in EpheA

siansJ we are seen in the out-of-the-world con...
dition?

T~ H. R. Yes; it is far 1110re the thought of
association \vith Him here, though you do get
the "Yord "cOlllplete in hirn,o" . but it is luore
the idea of association you get here than being
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"in Christ," and the result of it, because "in
Christ," involves heavenly position, and you
are not in the heavenly position in Colossians.

D. L. H. If we had that sense in our soulg of
association with Christ, it would take us very
much out of the vvorld. If really right as to
that in our souls, we have done with this present
world.

T. H. R. I think the disciples lllust have felt
very much out of it and done with it.

D. L. H. Just ready for another world?
T. H. R. .A person risen fronl the dead be

longs to another ","orId and not to this. And
though I am not risen actually, yet I anl in
living association with the Person who iH.

QUES. What is the lneaning of "faith of the
operation of God" ?

T. H. R. God raised Him from the dead; that
is where the working of God began, in raising
Christ; we have faith in that; it is not a dead
Christ we believe in, it is a risen One.

'rV. H. Is not this statement, "risen with
Christ," said of those who have put off' the
body of the flesh?

T. H. R. Yes, I think so. Why I use the
word" status" is because I can quite understand
those disciples, if they were in the company of
the Lord, the risen Man, and He was opening
out to them during those forty days the things
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of the kingclolu of God, ho\v they would feel that
their actual connection with this world and with
the flesh was a positive hindrance to entering
into His conlnlunications. So here you get
"risen with hirn" before "quickened;" though
still on earth: you realise the 1)01ue1~ that raised
Hirn; there is no power in death, it i~ weakness,
therefore you get circurncision first, which cuts
you off frotn the flesh, then risen through faith
of the operation of God, and then " quickened,"
so tha' you rnay live in all that in which He
lives, and which He can speak to us of.

G. G. Does" if" inlply-if you are brought
in the history of your soul to that point-into
association with Christ?

T. H. R. Well, I think he says they 'tvel'e, it
supposes that; it is a very strong way of speak
ing, " If ye be risen .... seek those things which
are above."

F. H. B. No other person would. That if'
norrnal Christianity.

'r. H. R. It is hardly "Set your Ininds," in
the next verse; it is luore "have your lnind
on things above," according to J. N. D. That is
where your lnind is.

QUES. They who have are those who are
risen ? that is, if the first is true?

T. H. R. I do not see how you could get
to this if the first were not true.
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F. H. B. He ,vas connected with Christ out
side the \vorld.

J. P. It is true of this christian cOlnpany at
Colosse?

T. H. R. Yes.
W. B. Did you ask ,vhether it ,vas true of

us as a christian con1pany, or true of this
christian company?

J. P. Yes.
D. L. H. True of this christian company.
\V. 'Vas it not true of every believer because

he was a believer?
D. L. H. Is it not better for us to take scrip

ture as ''le find it? ThiH is what is written to
the Colossians, not to the Galatians. It applied
to thenl in their then state.

vV. It would not do to press too far that
the different truths in each epistle are true only
to the people to whorn it is written; that ,vill
hardly do; but there is a liInit, you get a

. .
Inlnln1U1l1.

J. P. Perhaps you ,,,,ill make that clear for us ?
W. If the thing is only true of these 00108

sians, you put a limit.
D. L. H. If you put in u only," it ,voulcl be

very serious. What I said was, it was true
of thelTI ; no one put" only" in and rnade a limit;
there is a lin1it; no doubt, it applies to thenl,
bu t do not say" only" to thern.
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w. You say this verse applies to a company
to whorn Paul wrote, and ,vill not have it applied
to every belip,ver.

T. H. R. It is very important to see that that
cOlnpany ,vas addressed as on christian ground,
as " faithful in Christ Jesus."

F. H. B. Scripture could not suppose any
saints upon christian ground if they Viere not
risen with Ohrist.

T. H. R. No; the danger was lest they should
go back to 'Nhat \vas of nlan; what I said this
morning is true, I do not think there is a
stopping-place for anyone of us. If you have
got the truth in ROluans, the very truth in
ROlnans supposes there is another point further
OD, and when you have got to Colossians, "quick
ened " carries you on to "raised and made to sit
in heav3nly places in Christ Jesus;" there is no
stopping-place short of the full purpose of God.
In each epistle a certain state and condition is
before the Inind of the apostle; but you lTIUst

go on. I-Ience the conflict of the apostle for
these Colossians, that they Inight know the
mystery.

W. But then Christianity is an indivisible
whole?

T. H. R. Yes; but here I have callle to the
point that D1Y life is \vhere Christ is; He lives
to God in a new scene, it goes further here than
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reckoning yourself dead to sin and ali ve to God
in Christ J[sus. Here ,ve have "quickened
together with him;" that involves having the
mind in the sphere of His life, our life hid
with Christ in God.

M. Then being in. status brings experience?

T. H. R. YOll get the status of a risen nlan

while here on earth in Colossians, for God has
raised Christ. I t is not status in Ephesians,
you could not call it so. It takes you to heaven
there, " made to sit in heavenly placeB in Ohrist,"
and risen is~the way to that position. .Here it is
a status because you are not looked at as nlade
to sit in heavenly places. It is l':Ir. ])a.rby's
word, and it conl1nends itself to lne, as setting
forth the bearing of risen with Christ-you
could not use it for Ephesian truth. Then you
get a further thing, that you are quickened, you
live in the life of Hi111 ¥or ha is in this risen
state and condition and gone to heaven; you
are not gone there, but that fact of being risen
with Christ ""ill make ID8 seek the things above,
,yhere He is. It is a status \vith us, as being ill
association "Tith Christ 'vho is actually risen;
but then to be real there is faith in the po,ver
of God who raised Hiln, and that brings ex
perience proper_to such association.

A. H. "'That is the difference bet,veen risen
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with Christ and quickened? I want to know
a little lDore about it.

T. H. R. I cannot explain it nlore than to say
that risen with Christ is a status you get here on
earth; quickened is that I alll in the life of Him
,vho is risen.

A. H. We could not have "risen" without
quickening? You said something about" quick
ening " follo\ving "risen" here?

T. H. R. But here "quickened" COITleS after
"risen/' and involyes new creation.

A. H. \Ve could not have it .without being in
His life?

T. H. R. « Quickened with hi.m" means you
are rllade alive with Hinl -in order to live in
the scene where He lives.

A. H. Does verse 13 touch Ephesian truth?
T. H. R. It does.
W. B. Do you mean us to understand that

the order in which these things COIne before our
souls, in which ,ve learn them, is first risen and
then qnickened ?

T. H. R. It ghoes us risen before quickened in
Oolossians.

V\T. B. Ah! but I mean in the experience of
our souls.

'r. H. R. Well, I really could not tell you that.
I am very chary of speaking about experience,
because we learn things in very different ways;
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we n1ay learn Ephesian truth first, and then
have to go back to Colossians, in order to fully
enter into it. 'Ve learn the truth so very differ
ently.

P. Is verse 13 a ne\v paragraph bringing in
the Gentiles?

F. H. B. I t is all Gentiles.

QUES. He says "you"
"against us" in verse 14.
that bearing.

T. H. R. Well, it had, because he was address
ing Gentiles.

F. \V. G. }Iight we not say that verse 12,
looking back at ROll1ans, joins hands with
ROluans; and verse 13, looking OD to Ephesians,
joins hands with Ephesians ?

T. H. R. I think so; verse 12 goes beyond
ROlnans; it touches Romans and goes beyond,
because ROtllanS does not bring you to "risen;"
so verse 12 carries the bearing of baptisrn farther
than ROlnans, and then verse 13 goes on to the
truth of Ephesians.

F. \V. G. In verse 1:3 they are viewed as dead,
just as in Ephesians ?

T. H. R. Yes, but in Ephesians we get nothing
about having died ~vith Ohrist, there is nothing
to die, for all are seen as already dead in sins
and there is nothing but new creation, nothing
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seen but God's work, quickened together with
Christ when dead in sinR.

G. W. Would you rnind telling us exactly
~That you mean by statu,s? Is it position, and
ability to be in it ?

T. H. R. I cannot give you a better idea than
if you can put yourself with the disciples during
those 40 days the Lord was with them after He
was risen; the Lord's condition is not your
condition actually, but you enter into what His
condition was; He \vas no longer belonging to
-the Jews, or to anything in the world; He was
not gone to heaven, but risen, and now He
brings you into association v;Tith Himself. J
think they would have felt they had got a ne,v
status; I prefer status, because the idea is a
moral one; position gives you the thought of
place. I think theY,would have felt, and I think
you \vould have felt, it was an out~of~the·world

condition He ,vas in.
QUES. Quickened then is 1110re than this?
1'. H. R. I believe so.
H. D'A. O. Does it correspond to John xx.

'fhe Lord breathing on them?
T. H. R. I think that is ,vere it first began.
H. D'A. C. He brought thelu to the rank or

place in "'Thich He ,vas?
D. L. H. J\lr. Darby used to SajT status, not

place. Place is in Ephesians.
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T. H. R. That is what I say. I think it is a
moral idea, not place or position; position gives
more the idea of place.

A. H. Is it the children of Israel ,vhen
through Jordan, but not entered yet upon the
land ?-not yet having taken possession of it ?

T. H. R. Yes, their status 'vas that of a
"heavenly band," as we speak. ~ly thought
is that it is your quaHfication for entering on
the heavenly position; a heavenly man bp-longs
to heaven, but I nlust be delivered fronl the
scene of the old Inan where he lives, and
be brought into association 'with this ris~n

Man; He is outside it in a totally ne\v con
dition; the Lord refers to it in John xvi.,
"A little while, and ye shall not see me: and
again, a little \vhile, and ye shall see me ;" and
"ye shall weep and larnent, but the world shall
rejoice: and ye shall be sorro\v£ul, but your
sorrow shall be turned into joy. A 'vvornan
when she is in travail hath sorro\v, because her
hour is COllie: but as soon as she is delivered
of the child, she relnembereth no Inore the
anguish, for joy that a n1an is born into the
world." .T. N. D. says it was the child-birth
of the new creation. Christ was no longer after
the flesh but in a new condition altogether.
Take Abrahalll (going back to Galatian~), the
great point was to put Ishmael out, and it was a
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great sorrow to him, and Isaac is brought in; but
when you COlne to Colossians you have got a
step farther than that; Abrahaln had to learn
another great lesson; Isaac according to the
flesh must go, not merely Ishluael but Isaac ,;
Abraham goes up to }Iount J\Ioriah and Isaac is
put upon the altar, and Ahraham receives him
back again as from the dead in figure; that is
the point in Colossians.

F. H. B. Now go on and apply that to Christ.
T. H. R. Christ having died and risen again

I cannot have Him according to the flesh. The
great effort of Satan at the present filoment is to
lead saints, or indeed luen, to bring Christ back
to their things here, instead of having Him in
His things, joining Hill1 ",-rhere He is.

F. H. B. What do yon nlean by bringing
Christ back into our things? Give an illustra
tion of it.

T. H. R. WeB, ~iary ~Iagdalene, when she
sa\;v the Lord after His resurrection, was, I
believe, springing forward to hold Hill), as lllnch
as to say, "Now I have got HilIl back again." I
think the Lord nleant, in saying "Touch me
not," that she could not have Hiln in the way
she had known Him any more, and His luessage
sent to His brethren through her, she"red that
they were to know Hin1 in a new and heavenly
position.
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F. H. B. But she ,vas a Jew. How vvould that
apply to us ?

T. H. R. "rell, but Christians have taken the
place of Je\vs.

F. H. B. The Je\ys had an established systeln
of religion on earth.

T. H. R. And Christians have got into an
established system of reHgion down here as
much as the J e\\'" ever had, only men try to
accredit that with Christ's name, instead of
seeing He is gone to the other side, and we are to
seek the things above, ,vhere Christ sitteth.

W. Is that" kno"ring Christ after the flesh?"

T. H. R. Yes; it is.

\V. J. \Vould you link on what you have
said '\vith chapter i. 12, "Blade Ineet" ?

T. H. R. I think that is the best robe, it
involves new creation; the best robe was no part
of the original inheritance of the younger son;
the best robe canle out of the Father's house;
it belonged there; but you could not have it on
unless Christ had died to remove the old nlan,
and was risen.

F. H. B. And you could not put it on the
old man-the man after the flesh?

'V. B. Explain ,what you mean. That needs
a little explanation.

T. H. R. You do not '\vant to cover up the
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old lnan, the ll1an after the flesh, with a new
robe.

F. H. B. The notion Inany have in Christen
d01l1 is that it is a very beautiful robe covering
a very dirty Ilian, covering up the old gar
Inellts.

W. J. Did you say" risen with Christ" was
a status for earth ?

T. H. R. Yes, in the Colossian aspect.
\"l. J. Is that the reason why we have" if"

in the chapter?
rr. H. R. Yes.
A. H. I thought it ,vas a heavenly status

'vhile we were here on earth?
T. H. R. Yes; you need it while you are here

on earth, you "rill not ,vant a status in heaven;..
it applies to the earth, it i~ a heavenly status
but applies to us while on earth; so that ,ve
IIlay as heaven] y seek the things above. It is
great grace that such a status is ministered to
us, so that we are entitled tG be heavenly \vhile
on earth.

B. Ho\v do we get it? Is it by union? Is not
the Inystery of God union? Do not ,ve get union
in this epistle?

T. H. R. '''here? He prays that they lnight
kno\v the Inystery, but you must go to heaven
for union. 1Jnion is in Ephesians. I do not
th ink the Oolos:-,ians had reached it.
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D. L. H. On the contrary, he pray~ that they
might.

A. H. Is not all this Colossian teaching to
lead us to it ?-to prepare us for it ?

T. H. R. Yes.
J. S. B. It must be for earth 'rvhere the soul

enters into it.
W. H. B T. I t is not by effort?

"r. H. R. You and I are here, and bow are
we to be severed froln the things that are here
except by seeing that Christ is apart frolll then),
and that we are heavenly as risen with Hiln?
I do not believe anybody could, it would be
all legal effort.

B. Is chapter ii. 20 association, and chapter
iii. 1 union?

T. H. R. It is " \vitb." It is not union there.
You are seeking the things above as " risen ,vith
Christ." It is IDore association.

A. H. Quickening implies having the life?

T. H. R. Yes, only it is "quickened ~vith

HiJn," because that keeps np the idea not only
of having life, but of association with Hilll in
the sphere of His life. " Your life is hid with
Christ in God."

T. M. It is not the communication of life?

H. D'A. C. Risen and quickened are not
necessarily separated by an interval of time,
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both lnight be known at the salne titne; it only
presents two different thoughts, does it not?

T. H. R. Quite so.
H. D'A. C. The first-being risen, and then

secondly-the quickening, present t,vo aspects of
our association \vith Christ?

T. H. R. That is so; first" risen with Christ,"
then the Ohrist w ha is risen is " our life."

QGES. 'Vhen does risen with Christ take
place in the soul? Did the disciples enter into
it during those 40 days with Christ risen?

T. H. R. I think the disciples entered into it
in rneasure when they saw Christ. It is difficult
for us to understand what the effect on thelU
\vas of the actual presence \vith thenl of the
Lord in resurrection.

D. L. H. Does not John xx. give us the
pattern?

T. H. R. Yes. The mOlnent I apprehend He
is risen and JOIn Him in resurrection, I have
got it.

, H. D'A. C. It puts a person outside all that
religious feeling, sabbath keeping, &c. They
never kept a ~abbath during those 40 days.

T. H. R. I do not know.
QUES. The pres~nce of the Holy Ghost is

pre-supposed? Is it not connected with the
presence of the Holy Ghost in the believer 1

To H. R. You could not have anything apart
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from the Holy Ghost, but that is not the point
here; the Holy Spirit is but once 111entioned in
the Epistle to the Colossians; the great point is
your association with Christ. Even the eleven
,yho \vere actually in His cOlnpany couid not
fully enter into it until the coming of the Holy
Gho~t, and we could not know association with
Christ but by the Spirit.

QUES. And that in life?
\V. I wish you would say when does asso

ciation begin ?
T. H. R. I know no bettpf ans wer than Mr.

Stoney's-the Inoment \vhen you leave the ship
to join the Lord, the mornent ,vhen you really
con1e to the Lord.

B. Is not quickening God's 'York ?
T. H. R. Yes.
B. Then ho\v cttn you rnake it depend upon

the individual?
T. H. R. But then there is the rllornent when

you realise it.
B. Like John xx. ?
T. H. R. That is the pattern, as ~Ir. H. says;

,ve realise it by seeing the Lord in resurrection,
anu He is " our life."

QUES. 'VoulLl John xiv. thro\v light upon it,
" I aln the way) the tru th, and the life."

T. H. R. Yes, I think so, He is the " life" as
well as the \vay.
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J. P. I snppose union with Christ and asso
ciation with Christ are two different thoughts,
are they not?

T. H. R. I think so. v\That has often been
said is, you must be suited to Him, His fellow or
companion, in order to be united to Him; I alll

chary about the use of the ,vord, there is no
such word as union in scripture, but what is
generally understood by union is the great fact
that you are brought to Christ in heaven, and
know yourself as in the heavenly places in
Christ; then His interests are your interests.
Mr. Stoney uses the figure of Rebecca brought
to Isaac as descriptive of union. For thjs you
must know fitness as His companion, that you
are of the same order, that is what comes out in
Colossians-rnade meet for the portion of the
saints in light. You derive frOlll Him and the
practical effect is, you conle out in His gracious
character.

G. G. Can you give any point in the history
of Re uecca "rhere association began or where
union began?

F. H. B. Her falnily was related to Abrahan1.

'r. H. R. It is a figure of union more than of
association, but she was of the same kindred
as Isaac and hence was fit to be his companion.

G. G. Nat her leaving her falnily ?
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\vould bring us into
If I am led by Him

T. H. R. Not exactly the same as we have here.
W. It din not begin \vith "I will go."
W. J. I have sornetiules linked Colossians

with "Conle and sce," linking it \vith John i. ?
Is that right?

T. H. R. Yes. I think so.
\V. B. COlne and see what?
T. H. R. He refers to John i., where the Lord

said to the disciples in ans\ver to ""There
dwell est thou?" "Colne and see." That is

what you rnean? They C0l11e into company and
association \vith Him. They corne and see
where He dwells.

\'T. J. Yes. Colossians
the pl'ivileges of John xx.
He brings Ine into theine

rr. H. R. I do not think you could enjoy
those ·privileges except in the asserll bly: "being
knit together in ]ove" precedes the full assurance
of understanding to the ackno\vledgment of the
rnystery.

W. J. It is the status of the asselnbly in
Colossians ?

\V. B. Why not say the status of every true
individual believer and not ~he assembly?

T. H. R. Because they are not all in it.
W. B. \Vhen you say "the cornpany," could

the ChU1"ch ever be said to be quickened together
with Christ? Is it not individuals?



B.EADI~G. 147

T. H. R. \Vhat is true of the "\vhole church
belongs to everyone, but \vhat is important
at the present rnOlTIent is, that people have
departed fronl the true ground of the ch urch ;
rnost of the epistles were ,vritten because people
had departed or ,vere in danger of departing,
and if then ho\v lunch lTIOre so now? it is the
state of souls that nlakes the need of so lnnch
guarding the truth, and this epistle is given to
guard the saints against turning- to any source
but Christ.

\V. B. But rny point is, is the church ever
Rpoken of as quickened tugether \vith Christ?

T. H. R. I see ,vhat you lllean. I suppose the
terrn church ,vas n1erely used as a collective idea.
It ,vas used of saints at the present lllornent.

F. H. B. But in the main it was true of these
Colossians ,vithout supposing that every in
dividual was up to it; as a company it was true
of thenl ?

1'. H. H. Quite so.
'ltl. B. But if this were true of them they

still ,,,ere in danger of going back to ordinances?
T. H. R. Yes, they were.
E. R. The truth in this epistle is the antidote

to it?
T. H. R. Yes.
'V. J. Then I suppose, as a lnatter of fact, it

is a dead and risen man that goes. to heaven?
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T. H. R. Well, he belongs there.
QUES. V\Te could not go as we are?
T. H. R. We are not actually dead and risen.
F. H. B. Christ is, and we are associated with

Him; I am thankful for having attention drawn
to "with I-linl," and the difference bet/\veen asso
ciation and union. We are not actually dead
and risen, but we are associated with the Ono
who is dead and risen.

QUES. Did I understand a dead and risen
man was fit for heaven?

F. H. B. If we entered into the fact that ,ve
are dead with Hirn we shall feel ,ve can go on
in company with the Lord into heavenly things;
Vle should feel there is no other place for us.

W. J. \Vhat is verse 3, "ye are dead" ?
T. H. R. Well, I think that goes back to

verse 20 of chapter ii.
QU.Es. Is it your death?
T. H. R·. Yes, but then it is your death 'with

Christ.
G. W. Could you say of every Christian that

he was dead with Christ?
T. H. R. It is said to these Colossians, it is

the normal aspect of Christianity. The question
we have really to ask now~a-days is-Are "ye

Christians?
B. \Ve must go back to the normal aspect of

things if we are to be helped.
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G. V-.l. I t speaks as though it were absolutely
true?

F. H. B. It used to be said this was ab
solutely true of all Christians, God looked at
them so.

T. H. R,. He is addressing certain Colossians
and says to then1, "ye have died.')

QUES. They had so to speak entered into it?
T. H. R. \V ell, I think so.
QUES. Verse 3 of chapter iii. connects with

verse ·20 of chapter ii. ?
T. H. R. I think it goes back to that. I

think 1\11". Darby always connected that verse
\vith yerse 20 of chapter ii. "Wherefore if ye
be dead \vith Ohrist" from the rudiments of the
world-that is one side. Then you get another
side in the beginning of verse 3, "ye have died,"
but going on to the scene where your life is,
where Christ is.

QUES. Is it what is true of a person as before
Gael, dead and risen, though perhaps not there
yet experiluentally ?

T. H. R-. The lTIOlllent God takes up a sou]
everything is true for that soul, but roy coming
into it is another 1l1atter. I may be a long tinle
coming into it.

F. O. Is your though t that while before God
we have died and risen, that is, as before God,
yet that is what is made good in the soul?
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T. H. R. I could not exactly say that; we
D1USt remember it is a question here of a person
realising the truth, not as 2 Corinthians V., " If
Christ died for all, then ,vere all dead." There

the. whole thing is clear before God, it is a
positi \Te statelllent, here it is an experinl ental
thing, you, have died-you realise 'Nhat ,vas
actually true of Christ.

F. C. Experimental, yes. The difficn1ty
arises when one who you kno\v is a Christian
is gi ving out that he is dead with Christ and
yet all the tilne he is busy Inaking Hloney or

Inixed up ,vith politics-it is not true?

~~"jT. H. R. \VeIl, it is not true of hinl ; I believe
it is experimental; it is a most important thing
to see the difference between this and Ephesian
truth. In Ephesians "clead in trespasses and
sins" is a positive staten1ent, there is nothing
alive before God at all. In Romans tuan is
looked at as alive in sin and needs to be brought

into death to be free; in Colossians if a Chris...
tian allows that he is ali \" e in this world he
would live in its elenlents. He has died in
order to live in the life of Christ. In Ephesians
there is no dying, for all is dead before God .
. F. H. B. Then to say Vle have died is to say

we have passed over Jordan; and we have gone
over Jordan or we have not?

T. H. R. Yes.
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A. P. There was a great space between them
and the ark-" ye have not gone this way
heretofore."

QUES. Then all Christians are not over
Jordan?

T. H. R. No.
F. W. G. All this is not a matter of faith

without being known and realised by the Spirit.
It is to, be realised by the Spirit?

T. H. n. Yes, I think so; I think it is eX 4

perience but not effort.

\V. H. B----T. Is verse 1 dependent upon
verse 3-" For ye are dead tl? That being the
case you seek the things where your life is; if
you seek your life in the things below it is not
consistent.

T. H. R. I link the t\VO first verses with
verse 12 of chapter ii., though I think it goes
on; you have done with the one, chapter ii. 12,
and in chapter iii. 1 you seek the other.

QUES. \Vhat about verse 3? Does it not
carry us to the positive side?

T. H. R. 1t take.,; up verse 20 of chapter ii-,
only one is jJ'oJn, and the other to, \vhere your
life is now.

F. H. B. " With Ohrist" at the close of verse 3
carries us to the positive side.

T. H. R. Yes.
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w. B. Then you think this is experirrlentally
entered into?

T. H. R. I think so, I think we find out
how little we know the road.

QUES. Did you say the whole company at
Colosse were dead and risen?

T. H. R. They are looked at as a Christian
company in that status.

QUES. If they \vere not, does not the "if"
raise that question?

T. H. R. I ,,"oulll not exactly like to say as
luuch as that, I think it is an "if" of argunlent.
The apostle John uses it in this way, it is the
conditional-" if " so and so, then so and so. "If
we say we have no ~in,"-" If we walk in the
light," and so on through the epistle.

QUES. I thought perhaps it raised a question
as to whether they ,vere there in their soul's
hiRtory?

T. H. R. I do not like to speak of raising a

question, but it is an experience.
QUES. Is not chapter ii. 20 connected with

verse 11 rather than with verse 12 ?
T. H. R. One is putting off the body of the

flesh, the other is going out of the world.
F. H. B. One more question-What is put

ting off the body of the flesh?
'f. H'. R. It may help JOu to see there was

danger of reverting to the elements of the
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\vorld, because a Jew Inight say he was as to the
flesh in a better position in this world than the
Gentile, and the tendency was to bring the
Gentile on to the ground of Jewish religiousness;
giving him a sort of religious education; do you
catch it ?

~'. H. B. Repeat it.

rr. H. R. The thought ,vith the Jew was to
bring the Gentile into a certain Jewish position
before he could have the full benefit of the
gospel-" Except ye be circulncised .... ye can
not be saved." (Acts xv. 1.) It is the thought
to~day in Christendon1; very few people believe
that a rnan could be converted, and enter into
christian privilege, that he could be brought
from darkness into the position of a man fit
for heaven as associated ,vith Christ, without
Inaking that lllan a religious man first. Now
\vhat the apostle is saying is, that in Christ they
had that cirCUlllcision which cut thenl off fronl
the flesh altogether, Jewish flesh as we11 as
Gentile. Je\vish circumcision separated that
people from the Gentiles, but Christ \vas
separated frolll all flesh by the cross.

QUES. Could \ve get on a little to the putting
off the old man and putting on the new? .

f

D. L. H. I should like to ask first about
" your life is hid with Christ in God," is it not that
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your living a~sociation is really np there where
H . ?e IS .

T. H. R. Yes," hidden" is in contrast with
the appearing ,vith Hinl in glory; we shall then
be in glorified bodies, suited vessels for the
life. Now we have the life, then we shall
appear with Him in glory. ~ieanwhile Ohrist
is the hope of that glory. He is "in you" as
life, and so the hope of glory; that is the wOh

derful thing that Gentiles had Christ in t~at

,vay; a Jew would look for Christ to be \vith
them visibly. No, He ha!'; left the Jew and is
arnong the Gentiles. It is like J oseph; his
brethren solo him, and he was hidJen fron} then}
upon the throne over the Gentiles; they had
hirn, his glory ,vas knovvn to the Gentiles.
The great truth is that the Gentiles have Christ
now that He is hidden in Gael, and the Colossians
had Hirn in them as life.

F. H. B. Our life is not down here-onr lite
is there and nowhere else. The only life rerog
nised by God.

G. W. G. I suppose it is a very irnportallt
point for the present day, because the Corill
thians were "ranting to reign as kings, to cottle
out in rnanifestation, and this seeIns to be the
great effort of Christians to-day. The Chritoitian
of the present day ,vants to be recognised, to
come out as a king.
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F. R. B. What is it to put off the old man
and put on the new? Does it not say we
have put off, &c.? "Lie not one to another,
seeing ye have put off the old man with his
deeds." (Ver.9.)

F. C.. Would it not be well to say what the
old Inan is first?

D. L. H. The expression "old man" takes in
very wide liLnits, it is the whole thing.

F. C. But rnany are not clear about it.
F. H. B. Will you say, ~Ir. H., what the old

Inan is ?
D. L. H. It is a very cOluprehensive expres

sion, taking in the whole status of what man is
as a fallen being.

A. H. Is it not the old life in which we once
lived?

J. S. B. Does it not say" our" old ITlan,
never "lny," it is ne'ver individual, ahvays
corporate?

'T. H. R. 1 have often said that it took 4000
years to develop what the old man was.

F. H. B. Putting ,off the old man means you
have done ,vith that whole order of things.

T. 1I. R. Yes, that old order that belonged to
that rnan.

QUES. What Inan? Adan1?
T. B. R. The whole order of which he was

the head.
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QUES. What do you mean, :ThIr. B., by saying it
was corporate?

J. S. B. It belongs to the race, the principle

of the flesh morally, you put it off
QUES. Is this the same as chapter ii. 11 ? the

body of the flesh?
T. H. R. There is a little difference in the

idea, because I think the apostle there alludes
to certain distinctions where the Jew had
advantages over the Greek; flesh is the natural
state, it is what man is by nature, and with the
CirCUll1cised Jew subjected to ordinances; but all
flesh is grass, and having life in association with
Christ risen, the Christian is separated froln the
whole systern of flesh, religious or philosophic.

A. H. All that characterises Inan, it includes
all franl verses 5 to 9 ?

QUES. \Voulcl it take in the religiousne~s of
Inan?

T. H. R. Yes, everything that belonged to
hiln. "\\Te may learn what the old is by contrast
with the new- there Christ is everything.

W. B. What is the difference between sin in
the flesh and our old Inan ?

T. H. R. Sin is the evil principle that is in
the flesh; the old Inan is the whole order of
man before Christ; then we have the new.

W. B. It is called old man· because there is
a new; there is another man broughtin.
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F. H. B. All the false religion of the day, no
Inatter what forn1 it takes, acknowledgeR the first
nlan; many are thankful to know their sins have
been put away, but they do not accept the truth
that the old man is crucified; they retain that man,
it is not the putting off of the old. Its ailn is to
retain and develop the old man, nlaking much
of hilll, instead of putting hinl off.

F. C. Is there a distinction between the old
luan and ov./1' old luan ?

T. H. R. Ohristians can say, "Our old man
has been crucified \vith Christ;" the old man
is abstract, but you bring it home to yourself
when you say, " Our old Inan."

F. H. B. You refer to Roulans vi. ?
W. J. Is there not a spe~ial link with "Lie

not one to another 'J ?
T. H. R. Yes; that is my impression, because

the whole of the old rnan is a deceit, a lie; I
think it cornes in very luuch in the same way
in Ephesians, "the old rnan, which is corrupt
accorJing to the deceitful lusts," and directly
after we have '~putting away lying," it means
deceit in every shape and fonn.

REMARKED. He is not to be trusted.
T. H. R. I was going to make the same renlark.

The psahnist said: "I have said in my haste [or
rather, in Iny distress], all men are liars." Man
cannot be trusted.
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F. H. B. Do you lllean he is a lie in the sense
that he 'denies all that is of God?

T. H. R. He walks in a vain sho\v, and it is
all deception.

W. J. }\fan is a great lie, he is not truly what
he appears to be. What is the difference bet\veen
Co]ossians and Ephesians as to putting off and
putting on ?

T. H. R. Colossians is nluch 11lore practical;
"put off the old Il1an ,vith his deeds ;" but in
Ephesians you get the character, "which is
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts ;" and
"1hen you COlne to the Ile\V Inan it is " after God
is created in righ tea llsness and true holiness ;" it
gives the character of the thing, I( as the truth is
in Jesus.') In Colo~sians it is luuch n10re prae
tical: "ye have put off the old man' with his
deeds; and have put on the ne\v, \vhich is renc\vetl
in knowledge after the ilnage of him that created
hin1."

W. J. Is it not more likeness in Ephesians,
and itnage in Colossians? Is there any different
nlcaning in irnage and likeness?

T. H. R. The in1age of God in Colossian~ i.
is Christ; He represents God; the new man
is renewed tor full knowledge; I think it
is the contrast to Adam; he ate of the tree,
and he got the knowledge of good and evil,
but he never got the kno\vledge of God; and
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though he got the knowledge of good and evil,
he never knew good in its full meaning: that
is only kno,vn in ChriHt, the itnage of God,
there ,ve have the full kno,vledge of God; the
new lllan is rene\ved into full kno,vledge of
things according to Christ, not the knowledge
that Adaln got in the fall-the philosophy of

ruen.

'V. J. Is that connected with the prayer in
chapter i.? Does it go back to chapter i. 9 ?

T. H. R. Yes, I think it does.
F. C. Have you any thought why the old

Il1an is connected ,vith lying in Colossians, and
the ne,,, 111an connected with tru th in Ephesians ?

T. H. R. No; nothing rnore than that I have
not,jced jt is so; the Old man is a lie and the ne\y
lHan is truth, his character is truthful in love.

D. L. H. GOll'S thought ,vas that tHan should
represent God, but through the fall he really
ceased to be a proper representation of God,
because he ,vas a lie; he \vas doing hi.'3 own
'will instead of God's \vill; the truth is just the
oppositp. of all that.

T. H. R. Yes, just the setting forth of what
is of God, truthful righteousness and holiness; as
truth is in tTesu~, and above all love.

F. H. B. Then do you connect this ,vith Ephe
sians ii.: of twain nlaking one new man?

T. H. R. The thought in Ephesians ii. is, there
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had been on earth two 111en before God-Jevv
and Gentile; now in Christ He creates one ne\v
luan; here it is putting on all the characteristics
of Christ; in Ephesians it is looked at as truth is
in Jesus; but it is more practical and subjective
in Colossians-the ne,v replaces the old.

]'. H. B. Then does that give the idea that
the one new rnan in Ephesians "vas to represent
God?

D. L. H. That is a ne\v kind of man in Ephe
sians. Does not one new rnan bring into the
body?

T. H. R. That comes a little lower down, you
get "to the which also ye are called in one
body."

F. H. B. One ne'wv Inan takes in the cOlnpany ?
T. H. R. Yes.
A. P. What is the force of putting off and

putting on? What does that convey to your
Illind ?

T. H. B.. It is rather that you have done it, it
is the effect of Christ being our life, and of being
in association with Him as risen.

F. C. Is it not the christian profession, the
old man put off and the new man put on ?

T. H. R. Yes, really.
F. H. B. Let us have a little bit more of that;

is it christian profession or actual reality for the
individual? I asked a brother, " When did you
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put off the old man? n and he said, " In baptism."
Is it that} or is it ,vhat I said?

T. I-I. R. I think it is christian apprehension
through association with Christ.

W. H. B. T. You go back to where baptism
points to ?

F. C. It is the christian profe~sion when
real?

T. H. R. There is really no baptism in C010s
sians; it merely takes it up as a past thing,
having been "buried \vith him in baptism," to
shew that as buried you have done with the
\vorld and its ordinances, and so it becolnes the
introd uction to a new status. In Oolossians it
is Jordan rather than the Red Sea. Over Jordan
Christ is everything.

F. H. B. 'rhen it heeo,fies a very real thing if
I have done it ?

A. H. You do not get the thought of baptisnl
in Jordan.

G. G. It is et seeing that .ye have put off: H

D. L. II. Here is another case in point V\rith
regard to the Colossians, he was free to write to
them to this effect. I t is no doubt normal
Chri.-;tianity, but he is able to \vritc to them as
having accepted norlual Christianity so far.

F. H. B: While it is normal Christianity you
could not say every Christian has done it ?

T. I-I. R. The danger "rith thern was of being
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beguiled to the ordinances of an earthly re
ligion; the danger with us is that we have been
in it, we have had links with a religion of that
kind and the difficulty is to shake free of it;
even evangelical religion is after the pattern of the
palsied man (Mark iL), he had his sins torgi"en,
and his disease healed; and he is sent to his house,
a figure of the Jew by-and-by, no doubt; so
to-day a man says, "I have lIly sins forgiven, I
have experience of the goodness and mercy of
God," and then he lives in his own things, as one
that has a right to be happy und enjoy things
here, being in the favour of God; but ,ye have
to leave things here and join Christ on the
other side of death, and we have to ask our
selves-have I done it? I do not think you can
'realise the putting off' the old man until you
touch that.

C, B. How are we to arrive at that? 'Vhen
does it take place?

T. H. R. When Christ shines upon you it
attracts you; you go to Hin1, you do it in the
most blundering ,vay perhaps, but it is the attrac
tion of the Lord. I do not know how Peter
blundered out of the ship, but it was the attrac
tion of Christ that drew him. You see Him on
the other side and you want to reach Him, that
is the whole secret.

G. E. It is really affection.
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F. H. B. It is not effort, because it is the
'York of the Spirit, and the Spirit works. by
affection; you could not reach it by any effort.

T. H. R. All I can say is I hardly know how
I have come to any point; I kno\v the Lord
drew Ine and I came. Difficulties, dangers, be
setrnents there ar~, but the Lord draws, and we
are here to-day, able to talk to each other of
these things; it is nothing but the blessed grace
of the Lord could have drawn us as far as we
have got.

E. C. Nobody could tell ho,v it happened.
D. L. H. I-t is irnportant to see that Ohrist

Himself is n1~de very prominent in this epistle.
His beauty, His grace, His glory, is made the
great point before our souls; we may well lllake
the start. There is sorllething \vorth getting.

A. H. Will, you say a little ,vard as to being
"renewed in kno¥vledge." Is it that GodJs
thought is that He should be known?

T. H. R. I think so, and Christ is the pattern
for our ne\v apprehensions.

A. H. And" after the image of him that
created hinl," does that refer to the original
creation? What is the force of inlage ?

T. H. R. The Son or His love is His in1age,
not Adam; He perfectly sets forth God.

QUES. What is the " full knowledge " (New
Trans.) ?
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T. H. R. "Full kno\vledge" is that I aln
brought into the apprehension and kno\vledge
of everything, according to Ohrist.

QUES. What is the power that rene\vs ?
T. H. R. Though it does not speak of the

PO\VP.f here, y'et no donbt it is the Holy Spirit.
rfhe prominent thought in Colossians is Ohrist,
and cc renewed" is characteristic of the new man
~~ the new man \vhich the Colossians had put on
,vas wholly ne\y in its apprehensions. Where
yOll have God in Ephesians you have Christ in
Colossians ; all here is Christ; the word of Christ:
the peace of Christ, because lIe is the ilnage
of God; in Ephesians it is "Forgiving one an
other, even as God for Christ's sake 'hath
forgiven you." Here it is "Forgiving one an
other-even as Christ forgave you."

D. L. H. Is not the point-as Christ· is the
perfect setting forth of God, the fulness of the
Godhead in Him, so the church, the body, is for
the setting forth of Christ?

T. H. R. Quite so.
G. G. Then is the ne\v man the sanle as the

body?
T. H. R. The new man is a moral idea, and

yet it will really be fully developed in the body ~

the body I have no dou bt is that in which every
trait of Christ will cOlue out. It is the ne,v
Inan in contrast with the old.
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A. H. Is that why you say the new n1an is a
corporate idea and not an individual thing so
1l1uch?

T. H. R. Yes, it is not individual but col
lective, no one tnan could set forth Christ.

A. H. But everyone is responsible to set
forth Christ?

T. H. R.Yes, according to the lueasure given
to binl; as Christ gives grace, that grace ought
to come out.

G. G. 1s- the new U1an corporate and we are
brought into it ?

T. H. R. In sirnple \vards Y0U put on the
character of Christ.

F. H. B. I think it is well to -bear in nlind that
this js not reached by effort, or by acquiring cer
tain doctrines, or by acquiring a knowledge of
these things; it is inv{rought by the Spirit
of God.

T. JI. R. The thing is nobody likos to nlove.
QUES. \Vhat do you lnean ?
T. H. R. The hl0nlent Israel ate the passover

they had to Inove; they ate it \vith their shoes
on their feet and their staff in their hands, they

."J

111USt leave Egypt and start for Canaan. So
,vith Abraln,' he had to Inove; God's \vord was,
I an1 going to bless you, but" Get thee out."

W. B. If you know the attractions of Christ
rou are drawn ou t.
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T. H. R. Yes, you are, but you must move.
W. B. The heart of the individual saint does.

I suppose 'vhen you know the attraction you are
set upon it in your heart.

T. H. R. Yes, but when we COlne to what we
actually are, there is a tendency to rest satisfied
at any point to \vhich we have attained. Per
haps Israel had gone a long journey and thought
they could rest in their tents for a tin1e, but the
cloud \vas lifted and on they had to go; so it is
with us ; forgetting the things behind and reach
ing for\vard to the things before.

W. B. But if you have in your soul the sense
of compensation you \vill go Oll. If you have
the beauty of Ohrist before you you will be glad
to go to Him. If your heart is set upon Hin1
you will be \villing to go.

F. H. B. Ohrist must be everything; with
many, their hearts are not set upon reaching Him.

W. Ho\\'- is appreciativeness of heart ac~

qnired.
W. B. G~d sets Christ before you.
G. G. It \vas said yesterday that it was a gl~eat

thing to have the face set in the right direction.
T. H. R. I think that is an ilnrnense thing:
F. H. B. So do I.
W. J. Does not a sense of the purpose of God

move you if you get hold of that?
T. H. R. Yes, I think so.



"I BEING IN THE WAY, THE LORD
LED ME."

(LUKE XXIV. 51-53; GEN. XXIV. 27.)

I HAD it on lny Inind to say one word with
regard to the leading you get here. There are
not many instances where you find the J..tord
leading. What rnarks it-I believe always-is
He leads them out. He leads them from one
place to another. He leads them away from old
associations into what is entirely new. He led
them out to Bethanv in this instance. He led

, 01

them out from what was the home of the .Jew-
Jerusalem; He led them to a very obscure place
-Bethany;, and from thence He ascends to the
right hand of God.

To be in'the cOlnpany of the Lord, then, would
be to be at Bethany. Do you desire to be with
the Lord, beloved brethren? You could not find
Him at J erusalen1. Had you desired to be with
the Lord you could not possibly have staYAd at
Jerusalem which the Lord had left.

There is an immense deal, beloved friends, in
the leading of the Lord. I wish I understood it
better J It ,vas a great favour on His part to
lead them. He al ways led them to something
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entirely fresh. I should say it is that which He
is doing Himself to-day, leading us by His Spirit
to what is entirely new. Not only does He lead
us to His work for safety~His work on the
cross; but He is ever leading us on to something
new, that we Inay understand nlore fully all He
has wrought for us. I am quite sure-at least
in my own judgnlent-that ,ve lose an imlnense
deal by not 3Ubrnitting to His leading. If you
want to understand the vvays of the Lord you
nlust submit to His leading.

I take John in the book of Revelation; I find
the Lord Inoved him five times. Sometilnes
John might have objected to being moved aboub
in this way; but unless we move with God we
miss the truths that God is teaching. I daresay
that is one of the reasons why such trollbles
have come upon us of late years, that we have
not been led by the Lord. Had our spiritual
joints been more supple we should have been
more prepared to be moved on by God. I think
it was one of the great causes of late troubles,
that ,ye have not been sufficiently prepared to
move when God moved. We have been ac
customed to look at a truth from one point and
we have been very stiff (as it were) hi moving to
another point to view it from thence; and
because it did not present the sarrle aspect we
thought it could not be truth at all !
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I take John for a mOlnent. I find him in
Revelation i. at Patmos, and there he has the
vision. That was the thing in abstract; in order
to get the thing in detail in chapter i v. he is
called to heaven. That is a wonderful thing.
Fir~t of all the Lord had passed him morally
through aB the phases of the church on earth, all
the terrible declension, all the ruin, all the
confusion, f bu t he was not depressed; ~e was
able to n10ve and be moved with God. A door
,vas opened in heaven and he was taken up
there.

In chapter xiii. he has to change his position
again; he stood upon the sand of the sea. In
chapter xvii. he is carried to a desert j and in
chapter xxi. he is carried to a great and high
lTIountain. Different places for the different
truths he had to see and understand.

If John had refused to move on, if he had
stuck fast in one position, it ,vould have been
irnpossible for hin1 to understand the truths
\vhich God vvould bring before him. I think
these five positions of John shew us we ought to
be prepared to go on. I f God is shewing us
truth after truth we shall not learn thell1 all
from the salue stand-point. You have to keep
cluse company with God to understand the
different truths He is bringing out.

Of course you "rill be opposed by the enemy
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it is a path in which you will meet with
opposition, as the enemy is always see~ing to
turn us aside from the present truth of God.

I should press the present truth of God very
11luch at this lTIOment. 'Ve are" unskilled in the
word of righteousness "unless we learn to walk
in the present truth of God; a past truth never
could establish us. It is the present truth that
establishes.

No doubt the Lord meant that in John xvi.
,vhen He tells His disciples, "These things will
they do unto-you, because they have not kno\vn
the Father, nor rue." He was speaking of the
Je,vs; they had refused Him. They knew God,
but they did not knovv the Father and the Son.
That I believe was the present truth of God;
and they did not know it, and \vere found
opposing. It is only as we are formed in that
anti are prepared to lnove on \vith God that ,ve
can be kept.

Perhaps you say, I do not understand what
you mean. I ,vould very much like to make it
clear. God shews different truths at different
times. Year after year passes by and God hns
developlnents of truth to bring before us. He
giyes more. Not that His precious word is ever
changed, but His truth is developed, and He has
different ways of she\ving the thing to us, and if
'Ye are not prepared to nlove \vith Hill1 and turn
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",.hen He turnR we shall get turned aside, and it
shews we have not understood the object of the
Spirit of God being here, who is to guide us into
all the truth. Take a simple case, by way of
illustration, of a guide shewing you across the
Alps or Himalayas. He would take care to shew
you the best sights; he would shew you what
you could not find out for yourself, the best
vistas; and would not allow you for a filoment
to be occupied with an unimportant one. He
would carry you from height to height, shewjng
you the best views. If you were not in his
company you would miss a great deal that you
would 'not see but for his calling your attention
to it. In the sanle way if we were not in the
cotnpany of the Spirit ,ve should never see
anything at all of the truth. It is through lack
of being in the cOlupany of the Spirit that all
the troubles come in. Being in His company we
go on. If we were more prepared to move with
God what a vast deal of trouble would be
avoided!

I am not in any way undertaking to correct
persons superior to myself, but I am struck Inore
and more with the power the Spirit of God gives
a person who is content to walk with Him, and
how He prepares you for every turn He takes in
the journey.

If you read the gospels attentively you cannot
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but see how Inany times the Lord turns. Take
Matchew xii. and xiii. Fancy a man reading it
and thinking it all the satne and not seeing the
great break in verse 46 of chapter xii. The
Lord digressed there. \Ve could not understand
Matthew at all if the Spirit of God did not only
guide us, but direct our attention to the move~

ments of the Lord therein. I only bring that in
to illustrate the point, that unless we are pre
pared to n10ve with God we shall never under
stand what His present path is. I can very well
understand our spiritual joints getting stiff; we

r" .

have to keep them supple-oiled, if I may so
say, by the Spirit of God, the grace of God,
and I am quite sure that the rnore they are
oiled, the easier it ,vill be for us to move when
He rnoves.

J list for a moment take a few turns. In
Romans Paul tells us the Old Testarnent scrip
tures were written for our instruction; but in
1 Corinthians x. he says what befell Israel" are
written for our adtnonition;" and to Timothy,
"to make thee' wise to sal vation," &c. That
is what is gi ven us by the Spirit of God; it
is to shew the history as to where the turns.
come In.

Take the case of J acob. I will not go over
truths that have so often been brought before
us, I only want to she,v you how the enemy
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always opposes God's present truth. He would
be content for you to go back to the past,
but past truth does not reveal the mind of
God for the present llloment. You rnay get
very great help with regard to it. We have
been talking about diversion. See how diverted
J acoh was. He stopped in his journey at a
half-way house called Shaleln. (Gen. xxxiii.)
You will recollect that directly Joseph was
horn (Gen. xxx. 2t» he says, Now let us go
back-Chri~t cOIning before him, shewing the
\vrongness of his then surroundings. He knew
God's mind to a certain extent, but he stopped
short of the goal, his spiritual instinct was right,
Lut he failed to carry out the truth, and was
turned aside into a place lower than God's, of
which there are plenty to-clay-these half-way
houses 1 No doubt the presence of .Toseph was a
pre-figuring of the redemption of Israel when
Christ re~appearson the earth. We get it in Psahn
Ixxx.: The Son of rnan, whom Thou hast lnade
strong for Thyself. Directly He appears there
will be deliverance for the Jews. (Psa. ix. conse
quent on Psa. viii.) Jacob was right in saying
this ;- (God confirmed it in the next chapter), bu t
the question was how he was to reach the
point: he got diverted, he stuck fast at a
half-way house, Shalem, which, of course, was
not Bethel. It has often been said, wherever
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the enemy diverts, he always works to turn
aside to a lower object than God has for us.
God always diverts from the lower to the
higher. Jacob ,vas diverted from God's purpose
to what was altogether ]o\ver. At Shalelll he
could cl? as he pleased; God woke hiln up there
and brought him up to Bethel, and there he built
an -altar and called it "EI-Bethel." He had
reached the place where God ,vas all in all
(in figure, of course), but that is the rneaning
of it-God was everything.

J list look now at the remnant ,vhich came
back from BabyIon, and see ho\v they ,vere
turned aside. First of all Satan tried his cor..
rupting influence (Ezra iv. 1-3); when that
failed, he tried to stop the work by violence,
and that succeeded, and he frustrated the work
of God for several years. Then, of course, they
turned to their own interests. I recollect hearing
it said in this very rOOIn, t\venty~five or twenty
six years ago, how the enemy succeeded in
turning them in upon themselves and diverting
theln from the work of God-they forgot the
present truth of God. But God ,"'"oke thenl up.
I refer to the prophets Haggai and Zechariah;
they had found plenty of time for their own
houses but not for the house of God. We
must have an object, and if we are not taken
up with God's object we shall be taken up



"I BEING, IN THE 'VAY, THE LORD LED :1\1 E." 175

\vith what is lower than that. That is exactly
\vhat calne out there.

I would refer now to Ezra viii. for a moment.
It is a very remarkable chapter. Ezra trusted
God, and when it was a question of reaching
Jerusalenl, and carrying up what was very
valuable" the king would have granted hinl
an escort; but he says, I was ashanled to ask
it of the king, because H we had spoken unto the
king, saying, The hand of our God is upon all
theln for good who seek him." It ,vould have
spoiled the testimony, beloved friends. Just
fancy a f!1an to-day wishing to carry out the
rnind of God with a troop of cavalry coming be
hind him! The testimony would have been com
prolllised. Ezra trusted God. It is a ,vonderful
thing to be able to trust God in any little sense,
and to say, I will try to maintain God's testiulony.
To compromise is just what the enemy ever
seeks to do. He would like to turn you to another
truth which is not the truth for the moment, and
\v hen he has done that he has the yvhip hand
over you. The dangers of the way were a real
hindrance, but Ezra ,vould not turn to the world.
The world would give us help directly. The
world would extend its hand to us in a moment,
The question always conles to this-shall we
trust God or the world? Anyone would bear
me out who has had any little experience in
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the ways of God. The devil says, You trust
Ine, and see what a friend I will be to you ;
but it is always a deception.

Well, beloved friends, I only wanted frOll1

these incidents to reInind you how the present
truth of God is what the Holy Ghost always
]eaus us on to and desires to keep us in. I D1ay

say that sometimes there are very great exercises
of soul as to the corn pany in which we should
'find oursel ves. The Spirit of God would not
leave us in doubt, but we must be in the conl
pany of the Holy Ghost. There can be no doubt
\vith the Holy Ghost, He \,,"QuId always lead to
\vhat is rjght and to the right company.

I should like to say just a word upon what
1 consider to be such a wonderful pri tlilege in
these last days in which you and I live. That
God Himself has granted us the great priYilege
of being in the conlpany with which He can
have fellowship. I do not know anything like
it ~ I do not kno\v anything like that pri vilege
\vhich God grants to a cornpany of persons to
day, who are willing to be led by the Spirit
or God, to bring then1 into a company with
,yhich He can have fellow'ship. If ,ve ,viU be
led by the Spirit of God, He will lead us into
the company of the Lord. It may be to a
little obscure place like Bethany. Bethany is
never mentioned till after Christ is rejected.
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You lnay say Bethabara, in John i. should be
read Bethany; so it should, but it is not the
Bethany of which we are speaking, not the
Bethany of Lazarus and ~lary. After His rejec
tion ,ve find the Lord at Bethany in the cOlnpany
of the saints on earth, according to Psahn xvi.:
"the excellent of the earth, in whom is all my
delight." That is the company the Spirit of
God \vould lead to, and where you ,vould find
He would lead us, were you and I willing to
be led.

\Vhich is the right company? is a question
I aln often asked in passing round the world.
I always say, It is no use for TTIe to tell you, you
rnust find it out froln the t;pirit of God. It is
no good to find it out. by my word. You be led
by the Spirit of God; allo'\-v Hhn to take you
in hand. Could He lead you wrong? Do you
think the Spirit of God could lead you to a
\vrong corr.pany? He could not. There could
not, surely, be a Inore wonderful privilege in
the last days of the church's history on earth
than to be founll in cOlnpany \vith the Lord,
in the company ,vith Wh0111 He Himself can
have fello,vship. To think that in the midst
of all the dire confusion, all the terrible things
in Ohristendolll to-day, there is one small spot
where the Lord is found, \vhere His presence
is kno,"vn. That is a marvellous company!
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Now I want you to turn ,,"ith me-I will not..
keep you very long-to 2 I{ings iv. I will shew
you a person who was an Old Testaulent saint,
who fully realised the idea of the present
llloment. (Ver. 13) The first part of the chapter,
no doubt, takes up the power of God in the
midst of the declension of the ten tribes-the
Holy Ghost working, figured by the" oil." The
prophet asks what he can do for her, the
Shunanlmite. She gives the most ,vonderful
answer that could he given at that time. She
replies, "I dwell aOlong mine o\yn people."
Who were her own people? She belonged to
the tribe of I ssachar, an Issacharite. What was
their peculiar characteristic? If you turn to
1 Chronicles xii., you "vill see they "had under
standing of the tin1Cs, to know what Israel ought
to do." Ah, that is the conlpany! They under
stand the filoment-the times. These Issacharites
knew ,,"hat Israel ought to do. That \vas the
company to whonl this ,voman belonged. She
says, I would rather cl well arrlong that company
than haye any preferment that the king or the
captain of the host, could confer upon me. Do
you not think so, beloved friends? That it
is the highest privilege on earth to be found
in the company who know what the Lord is
doing? Not simply the company who rejoice
in being saved, but who know what the Lord
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is doing, \vho move with Him when He tnoves.
That is intelligence of the right order. They
do not stick fast and get stiff

May the Lord give us grace to be more in
subjection to Hin1. As we are in subjection
to Him I believe we shall be prepared for all
His n1ind. And if the Lord tarries, we may
be certain that more exercises await us, and
how shall we be prepared? He will not act
apart from His Spirit, so if we are in His
leading we shall be exactly in the right ·place.
You say, they ,viII be very few at the end?
I dare say, very few at the end, but you must
remember that the Lord Jesus Christ always
makes one· of the few, and that is the highest
of all the pri\rileges on earth to be in that
company 'vhere the Lord Jesus says, "I can
take }Iy part." He takes His place there and
delights to be ,vith then1. "Ve must reruember
how valuable ,ve are to Christ, we forget that
50metiules. I find in Ephesians, He gave Hiln
to be Head over all things to the ch urch, which
is His body. He could not do without us.
What ,vould be the use of the Head without
the bo~y? That is why we are precious to
Him.

That is the company the Spirit of God would
lead us to. The question is, Shall you and I
be prepared for all that comes? The devil
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will not leave us alone. We can see that very.,
plainly if we look back the last twenty years
or so. But how are we going to be fortified
against the in-coming difficulties? We must
not expect easy times, though Vle do not look
for troubles, but for the Lord Hilnself.

You remelnber Arnalek smote the hindmost
(Deut. xxv. 17) of I~rael, he could not catch
those in front. So, too, the t,vo and a half
tribes, who preferred the land this side of Jordan,
were the first of all Israel to be taken captive.
}Ioses says to them, Yea; you rnay have it-but,
"Be sure your sin \vill find you out." They
,vere the very first persons who got into the
troubIe. (2 Kings x. 32.) And it is to be noted,
that 1.108e8 gave them their inheritance. It is
not said, Jehovah gave thenl the land of Janzah,
how could He? He allo\ved theul to have it.

The place of safety to-day is in the front.
I t will not do to fall back into the rear. If
,ye are walking in the path that" the vulture's
eye hath not seen, nor the lion's whelps trodden,"
'\\l'e shall be safe.

But it is the cOlllpany that is ~o very precious
to our souls. To be found in the company where
Christ is !

J. S. B.
--~:3SE~--



\\THERE LOVE FINDS ITS REST.
(1 COR. n. 7-12; 2 Tnt. Ill. 1-5; IV. 8.)

I THINK, beloved brethren, we shall all agree
that the great end of the blessed Lord's leading
is that scene of divine satisfaction that has been
so luuch before us. He is sufficient for us here,
and one thanks God for the reluinder of it; He
has indicated to us what i~ the place on earth
\vhich is according to His mind. But I think
we shall all agree that the great end of His
leading is that blessed spot, as we have been. .
SlnalnO'b ~,

" Thou lead'st our hearts to that blest place
Where rest's without alloy."

I "rant to speak a word, the Lord enabling rue,
on the \\1'ay the Lord works in this leading. It
has been said luany tilnes, and it clearly is, by
affection we get there. I quite admit the danger
of nlistaking human sentimentality for divine
affection. Still it remains true that it is by
affection divinely formed that God leads us. It
is by affection we are drawn to Him.

So I venture to bring these passages before you.
That in 2 Timothy iii. I read as a contrast to
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the former. In Corinthians there is that blessed
scene spoken of, that circle of divine satisfaction
which God has formed for those that love Him.

In the latter there are those ,yha have a forIn
of piety, and yet the first distinct word said
about thetll is they are lovers of thentselves.
Nothing could be more damaging than the first
point the Spirit of God set~ forth concerning
thern. They are attached to thelDsel ves, so that
all their form of piety is vain. By piety I
understand the actual state which suits the
relation in which a man stands to God. _They
have a wrong centre; they love thenlselves and
everything takes shape and colour in their
thoughts in regard to theu1selves, so the next
point is covetousness, gain, rnoney-loving. They
set out to seek satisfaction for themselves. You
see hoy.,"r" that goes to fornl the world. Religious
profession has a distinctly worldly stamp, Here
is the plainest evidence. Men love themselves;
then they seek to form a circle in relation to
themselves in which they- can gain satisfaction,
so the lowest point is they are lovers of pleasure
luore than lovers of God.

I suppose we all confess that naturally 'we had
our place in this (1 do not now for the moment
speak of the religious phase of it); we were all
in love with ourselves, and "'8 naturally sought
a scene of satisfaction for ourselyes and that here



upon the earth. An unconverted man knows
nothing beyond the earth. We nlay ask what
has lifted us out of it in any rneasure? Thank
God, though when we speak of our own ex
perience ,-we have to take the place of great
feebleness, yet 've know that in some measure
we hav~ l)een lifted out of this state of things
and what· has done it ? It is the light that has
come to us of the love of God. All has sprung
froln that blessed source. "Not that we lo~d

God~ but that he loved us and sent hiR Son to be
the propitiation for our sins." " "Te love him
because he first loved us."

If there has been love formed in our hearts
toward God it has been divinely formed by the
revelation to our hearts of His own infinite and
blessed;;" love. I suppose there is our starting
point then, beloved friends, that the light of
divine IGve- has come to our poor dark hearts.
God has been ~ pleased to reveal Himself to us.
Like the Thessalontanswe turned to God from
idols to Rerve the living and true God and ,to
wait for His Son from heaven. There is the
blessed thing that has delivered us from the love
of self and from the seeking to form a circle for
our own s3tisfaction here on earth.

I judge we see from Corinthians that the snare
Satan laid for their feet was the getting occupied
with nlan. - They· had not gone on as has been
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pressed upon us to-day. The snare o£ the enemy
took effect with them; they were still carnal;
they had not advanced and were thinking nluch
of man.

In the second epistle the apostle goes farther
into the motives which had prolnpted him to
write the first. (2 Cor. xi. 3.) He was jealous
over thern with a godly jealousy lest their nrinds
should be corrupted from simplicity as to Ohrist.

So I suppose that which the enemy sought to
bring in anlongst the Corin_thians finds its full
development in 2 Tirnothy. They had man
before them in Corinth. Here in Tin10thy it is
man with a great, boastful, religious profession,
with a £orIn of piety, yet they are self-attached
and seek for a scene of satisfaction here.

I return to 1 Corinthians. lIy point there is,
it is "for them that love hinl~' that God has
prepared these things. He speaks of a marvellous
circle of divine glory. That circle has been
formed for then1 that love. . .. It is not said
for those whom God loves, though the whole
thing i~ the fruit of divine love. There is the
circle of divine love's satisfaction, but who shall
find their place in it? Those who love God.
No others, I judge. None find their way con
sciously into that circle but those that love God.

I do not want to cast the feeblest believer back
upon himself; I will speak of the way God
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works to form that affection in our hearts to
Hinlself. I spoke of its rise-the light of divine
love has COlne to us- and claimed our hearts for
God. Then it is said (Rom. v. 5), "The love of
God is shed -abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost.;' Nothing could shew so clearly the
irnmensity of divine love as this _fact, that the
indwellin~ of a divine Person was absolutely
necessary that we should have the knowledge
and enjoyment of divine love.

It is here ,ve get the difference between hurnan
sentirnent and divine love; the one is the product
of the human Inind; divine love- is only made
known and our souls formed in it by the Spirit
of God. So" the love of God is shed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Ghost." What is the
effect in us? The other side you get in Romans
vu!. "Whereby we cry, Abba, Father." There
is reciprocal affection forlned in our souls by the
nlinistry of the Spirit of God, so that we cry,
"Abba, Father." It is not the mere repetition
of the names. The Spirit putting the names
upon our lips, but He so forms us in the
apprehension of the Father and the enjoyment
of divine love that Hethusproducesspontaneously
the response, the cry" Abba, Father."

Is not the form of address intended to be
expressive? It is put as a cry. Who cries thus.
but the one who is in adluiration? A little
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child cries the father's name in deligh t and
adrniration. The Holy Ghost so forms us in the
knowledge and the enjoyment of divine love
that there is the cry of adoring admiration,
" Abba, Father."

What is the next step? If our heart i~ so
formed in this knowledge, naturally we Reek the
circle where that divine love has its eternal
satisfaction. So it is said (Rom. viii. 28), "\Ve
know that all things "rork together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpo~e." I do not believe for
a moment that it lneans that God plays ofi'
certain f:l.vourable circumstances against others
that SGenl unfavourable. It searns to nle the clue
is found at the close of the verse, "to them that
are the called according to his purpose." God
has His o\vn thought about His people. He
saved me, but He had His own thought about
lile in so doing. 'Vhat is the thought of His
infinite love about Ine? I suppose this is the
true good '\vhich is in vie\v. v'Vhen the Spirit of
God speaks of working for good there can be no
truer good than the being brough t sensibly 'into
the purpose of God. Some of us have known a
little of the gain that has come to us by the
breaking of earthly ties. It is sorrowful work,
but there is positi ve gain. I am brought to
realise in a little fuller measure that this earth
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is not the scene of my satisfaction, because it is
not th~-,place of divine satisfaction. So God is
pleased to wean our hearts fronl this scene and
to this end largely uses the circumstances through
which we pass, and so nlakes all things work
together for good to them that love God. If my
heart ~s- in devoted affection to Hin) through
grace tben it is my delight to see what is His
purpose concerning me and what Hi5 thought is
to",rards IDe.

I thin.k in 1 Corinthians ii. we get the other
side. If there is the weaning process-the
breaking of links here on the one hand; on the
other hand there is the nlighty power of the
Spirit of- God. What, a wonderful thing that we
have the power of the Spirit of God to lift us,
into that scene of divine satisfaction, that circle
of divine'Iove. "The Spirit seaxcheth all things;
yea, the ~eep things of God." The apostle shews
that ~he circle he has in view infinitely transcends
all human thought; but the Spirit" of God is
equal to lifting our souls into the present enjoy
ment of all that wondrous circle.

Well, beloved brethren, we need not speak, of
our feebleness. We are feeble indeed; and if it
were a question of human power, our hearts
Inight well fail us. But the very God who has
formed all this for His own satisfaction and for
those who love Him, has given us His Spirit
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that \ve might know the things that are freely
giyen to us of God.

Let our hearts be encouraged 1 Encouragement
has a great place in the epistles I note. There
are many things that would cast down and
depress-many things, but let us be encouraged,
beloved. Our God loves us; He has conferred
great things upon us; He has given us His
Spirit 'whereby we may know them, the d~ep

things of God. But let us beware of man. That
is the great hindrance. I trust I have in my
own soul a deepP-Y conviction of it, that the great
danger is man. It was the great danger with
the Corinthians. It is the great danger with
Christians still. Let our hearts be conducted to
that Blessed One "There He is. the One in whom
is set forth to us all God's love. Let our hearts
be conducted to Him by the Spirit of God) so
that we may find our present joy and satis
faction, all our springs of unfailing enjoyment in
that blessed spot.

One word more as to 2 Timothy i v. There is
a similar contrast there. The apostle and those
he delights to link with himself re love his
appearing." \Vhat is that? That is the tin1e
when all this glory shall burst forth. It is hid
in the heavens now. Faith only knows it and
that by the power of the Spirit of God. As we
become familiar with it thus, our hearts are
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looking, eagerly, longingly; for that blessed
moment when it "rill all becorne manifest. "Nat
for lIle only," Paul says, with beautiful grace
and delicacy, "but for all thern that love his
appearing." Do 'we love His appearing? It is
the only righteouRness here on earth. Right
eousness is not dwelling here now as we all know.
" The crown of righteousness which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give Ine at that day." Why?~

Because he was morally consonant with it though
here on earth; and it is the only Inoral consonanc~
to be here in the love of His appearing.

I refuse this present world; and why? Because
it has refused the Lord of glory. It has sealed
its own condemnation; it has shewn its perfect
destitution of divine wisdonl. The Head and
Oentre of eternal glory, the administrator of all
that scene which is the expression of' divine
,visdom, man has adjudged worthy of a death of
shalne and a malefactor's grave. They crucified
the Lord Qf glory. The one who loves the Lord
refuses that \vhich has refused Him.

What a sad snare Delnas fell into! He loved
this present age-this present course of things.
J\Iay God deliver us froIn that snare. Demas is
a terrible contrast to the apostle. His eye \vas
not set upon the Lord in glory; he was not
in the love of His appearing; he loved things as
they are at the present time.
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God grant that one distinct effect of our being
here at this time may be th~t we Inay not
only have a clearer idea of scripture, and how
scripture presents things (though I do not in
any way underyalue that), but that we ll1ay
have a deeper knowledge of that blessed One
and a deeper sense of how God loves us, that our
hearts may be formed in those divine affections
that can never rest outside that circle of divine
satisfaction.

J. R..

.; ( .



i\TTACI-I~1ENT OF HEAR1' TO CHRIST.

(2 SA)I-.. xv. 1D-22; GEN. XXIV. 55-61.)

THESE scriptures, I think you will see, connect
themselves \vith the subject that was before
us :resterday rnorning so blessedly-the reproach
of Christ and the power of the Holy Ghost.

The Lord enabling me, I desire to shew how
attachment of heart to Christ is formed, and
to give SOIue different characters of attachment,
as supplied to US~ in different illustrations and
exarnples in scripture.

The first, I think, ,ve get in the WOlnan of the
city in Luke vii., who" loved much. u A poor
sinner's heart attracted and attached to Christ.
"'That attracted her? What brought her to
the place where she knew she could only meet
\vith reproach and scorn? Ah! there was grace
in the heart of that blessed }Ian that attracted
her to Hin1self. She knew there was grace to
Ineet the need of a poor "five hundred pence"
debtor like herself. That is where attachment,
begins-Christ Tfleets our neecl.

The second case I take you to is in 1 Samuel
xviii. ]-4. Here, I take it, the attachment ,vas
for benefits Teceivecl. And I would not depreciate
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it for a rnonlent. vVe find after the death of
Jonathan how sweet and precious it was to
the heart of David. (2 Sanl. i. 26.) It ,vas
love because of benefits received, yet strongly
as he was attached to David-his soul knit to
hinl-he would not follow the rejected king;
he preferred to relllain in the place where he
was in favour in the king's court, and where
David was out of favour. A great deal Inay
be surrendereu by souls, and is, in the warmth
and fervour of first love to Christ. It was
not only the value of his dress and arms he
divested himself of. I think he said in effect,
The- one who has vanquished the foe is the
only one who is worthy of the throne. He
recognises that David is to be king. (1 Saln.
xxiii. 17.) He willingly gives hiln the place.
His attachment was great. He divested him
self of all that was dearest to him, but it did
not take him far enough-he did not follo~v

David in his rejection.
We get another fornl of attachment, and I

think a higher form, in Ruth. (Chap. i. 14-17.)
Here is one whose soul not only clave to her
object but she follo1ued her. Apparently she
had nothing to gain by it; N aomi tells her
so. Nothing to gain, but everything to 10se
she had to "move" (as we have been hearing),
she had to break with natural ties that held
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her. She says, in effect) "I will go." She
follo~ued Naomi. Is she a loser? Did she lose
by it?

We find another little history in connection
with Ruth; when she filet with Boaz. He orders
that handfuls should be let fall on purpose for
her. (Ruth ii. 16.) It was" the gifts of grace.
Are you satisfied "rith the gifts of grace, be
loved? They have fallen to us in rich abundance
frot11 the ble~sed hand of Christ. Are you satis
fied \vith the, gifts, and do not you want to know
the G'iver? Do not you want to: seek after
Hinl? Does not the grace He has shewn you
draw your' hearts' affections to Hilnself, and
attach you to Him? If not, you have luissed
the object for which He let those handfuls fall.
'Vhat \vas the purpose of His heart? I could
not tell you if it \vent so far at first with Boaz
as it did after, nalnely, to unite Ituth to himself.
But I do kno\v the purpose of the blessed Lord
in letting fall such rich handfuls of grace for
u~ all. It is to attract our hearts to Hilnself.
\Vhat \ve find in Ruth is ans'UJering ctttach./lnent
to its ohject; and it hard its reward.

I turn now to the scriptures I read. (2 Sam.
xv. 19, &c.) Ittai's attachment goes a step
further than Ruth's. Jonathan loved David,
but he did not follow him. And what was
the end? He falls on the mountains of Gilboa.
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He does not share in the reign of the rejected
king. Here David is cast out: what he says
of Ittai is true of hinlself; he is "a stranger.
and an exile" now. Here is one who "came
but yesterday" 'willing to become so afresh.
V{hat for? Attachment of heart to David. He
follows him in his ?·ejection. Beloved brethren,
it is nothing .less than that which the love of
Chri~t demands from your heart and mine, and
He is worthy of nothing less than the whole
hearted affections of His saints, the wholc w

hearted attachment of the one that follows
Him, and He thus makes them willing to share
His rejection and reproach. I t is to encourage
those "rho are getting into it I would say that
we never get a bit of reproach for that blessed
One, who seeks to draw us to Himself, but
we get such a sense of His love and grace,
what He is Himself, His glory, and t.he blessed
ness of His Person, that it much more than
compensates for t,he reproach. He never al1ow~

us to suffer a bit of reproach but He rewards
us beyond anything we can ask, or anything
we could have thought. That is shewn out

'in Ittai. He is promoted to the conlmand of
one third of the king's forces, when David has
returned to the throne. (2 Sarn. xviii. 2.)

What we had this rnorning, as well as what
we had yesterday, took me to this subject. To
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be in the purpose of God there must be deli ver
ance. And how does it ,vork? By a bit of
doctrine that ,ve have in our heads? No,
beloved friends; our hearts are affected and
it works by love. The Spirit attracts our
hearts to Christ on the side of things where
He is, our hearts are drawn to Him, and there
is the sense produced in our souls-I must be
,vhere He is. rro reach Him I must go the
san18 road He did. The road is by death, and
I n1ust go that road to join the One who has
won [ny heart and attracted it to Himself.

In Mary Magdalene I think we get another
form of attachrnent-others may come to the
sepulchre at her instigation, but Bhe had been
before then1-" very early." Others may COlne
and go and draw their o\vn conclusions. One
lnight believe after seeing and then go to their
own homes. But she ren1ains rooted to the spot.
Call it blind attachnlent if you will. It blinded
her to everything but its object.\Vould that vve
knew luore of it. Wauld that our hearts were
lllore affected by it. An attachUlent that would
blind us to all in this world that gave Him a
grave. Talk of intelligence! She was more
intelligent than the whole college of apostles in a
few moments. She was the one to whom the

/

Lord appeared, and He seeks to draw her heart
away to that blessed scene of affection of which
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He is the centre. " Go tell my brethren I ascend
unto my Father and your Father) unto my God
and your God." In ~Iary of Magdala we see
attachnlwnt f01' 'tuhat the LOr'tl rUJCiS to hel'.

In }lary of Bethany \ve get another step
V\Thieh seems to me to he in ad vance of all the
preceding instances. 'V"hat is the fir~t scene in
wbieh ,ye find the blessed Lord and ltIary of
Bethany? She is at Hi~ feet hearing His word.
(Luke x. 38-42.) It is not the Lord meeting
one's need aB in Luke vii.; no; it is lneeting His
need if I may so express it. His heart desired
to lead her into that blessed scene with w bieh
He \vas 80 familiar. "That good part" ,vas not
to serve the Lord-blessed as that is-it was to
sit at }lis feet and hear His word, to let her heart
be led away into all that blessed circle of

"
affection-into that wor1d fron1 ,vhich He had
conle, and to which He ,vas going back as Man
to ,vhich He sought to lead the heart of J\'lary
of 1vlagdala; that ,Yorld 'vhich He \"as already
opening to the heart of Thlary of Bethany. In
John xii. we find she had already learned the
secret of His Person. She had learned His clivine
glory as the Son of God (chap. xL 4,25, 40, " that
they may bel'l-eve that t.hou hast sent rne," 42)
and so you do not find her at the gra ve. Her
heart ,vas already in that scene to \vhich death
\\"as the "vay for Him and is nol,V the road for
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you and Itle. In Mary of Bethany we get
attachrnent·to Christ for what He 'ivas in JIim
self I turn last of all to Rebekah, the fullest
exalnple of all. (Gen. xxiv.) There we get the
cOlnplete; history of a soul fr0111 start to finish.
She is picked up in a distant country and dechdon
is forlned in her heart by the servant wholn
A.brahanl sends. It is a picture we well know
of the blessed office of the Holv Ghost, and what

oj •

He delights to do with each of us to-day. Oh,
that we [nay not" hinder" Him.

It has COlne to me in this nleeting that we
should not like to bring before a brother, whom
we expected to 111inister to us, anything \vhich
would ruffle or distract him. How lunch less
the Spirit of God-the blessed Spirit who is
here. We should be most jealous to do nothing
that would grieve or hinder the Spirit ironl the
purpose H-e is set upon-the blessing of those so
dear to His heart frolD whom He is sent.
Decision is formed in Rebekah, and not only
that, but- there is continuance. "She rode on
the carne]s and followed the man." There is the
journey to take and one would not hide the fact.
There is the journey for the soul to take to join
Christ on Hi/; side of things. But what greatly
encourages rne is, there is the power of the Spirit
of God who has con1e down from that blessed
lVlan in g:ory. There is all His power, there are
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all His resources to lead our souls along that way.
He first sets our hearts and faces in that direction,
and then sustains us in every step in order to
conduct us to that blessed One in the glory of
God.

vVhere does self-obliteration take place? Not
until Rebekah saw Isaac. Then she took a veil
and covered her~elf. \\That I feel is this. If
there is so much of myself visihle what is the
reason? It is that I have seen so little of that
blessed Man; I am so far off HinJ, there is such
distance between TIR. When ,ye get near Hiln
self n1ust disappear. And how gladly "re part
"rith it! How gladly ","'e take the veil!

'"Vhere did that veil conle frOll1 - I would
ask? Not frOHI Rebekah's country. All came
from Isaac's country. It is only in another
power altogether that we can afford to extinguish
ourselves; and in the presence of that blessed,
heavenly Isaac. 'Vc find in the end there is
union, and comfort is ministered to the heart of
Isaac. W onclerful that Vle should be allo",red to
contribute present comfort to the heart of Christ!
In Rebekah we get an illustration of c1"idal
attachn~ent to Ohrist. I have brought this sub
ject before you more by way of suggestion. I
felt encouraged to do so by the last word spoken.
For what is of paramount itnportance is attach
?nent of heart to Ohrist, true affection for
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Himself. He' values this beyond everything else.
It is not loving Him in a natnral way, not by
any effort of our own, dear friends, we could
never n1anage it that way. It is the blessed
attractiveness there is in Himself. It is the
glory, the ,blessedness, the grace, the excellency,
there is in Him; that blessed circle of divine
affection into "rhich He can lead the heart. It is
these thirigH that attract our hearts to Himself.

There is another word I specially love. He
allures our hearts to Himself. Wecannot say how,
we cannot say at \vhat turn, at ,vhat corner He
will corne, but we know He has Inet us at most
unexpected n10ments and ways, and has allured
and drawn and attracted. these hearts of ours,
and attached thern to Him~elf. It is Ohrist
which the ,Spirit is set upon ministering to us
and bringing us into the fulness of, that we Iuay
kno\v union with Himself there, and not merely
for OU?' joy and comfort but for Ris, for the joy
and cOInfort of His own blessed heart.

What is true for the bride as a whole, by-and
by, when the wilderness journey is over, is made
good in lyresent grace to us individually. What
the Spirit of God is set upon, and what He has
been unfolding in these last days in order really
to have hearts attached to that blessed One, is
that we Iuay enter into the present sense and
enjoyment of union ,vith Him.
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~Iay the Lord by His grace create this attach
nlent, and where it is forIlled, thank God for
leading hearts to it in any measure. May He
promote in onr hearts, whole-hearted, simple
attachment to Himself-sharing His reproach
now, giving conlfort to I-lis heart, and sharing
His glory, His horne, and His throne ere long.

\V. G. B.



REA D] NG.
(EPH. IV. 7-25.)

F. H. B. read Eph esians i v. 7-2.5.
I was thinking more particularly of what you

get as the object8 of Il}inistry. I think you get
three things: the perfecting of the saints, the
work of the ministry, and edifying of the body;
that is developed in the following verses, is it
nut?

T. H. R. ' The first great thing is the perfecting
of the saints.

F. H. B. Does not verse 13 give the idea of
the perfecting of the saints, "until we all arrive
... at the full-grown man" ?

T. H. R. Yes; it would help us, I think, if
we looked at the difference between the first
part of the epistle down to the end of chapter
ii. 10, and the end of chapter ii., because chapter
iv. connects itself with the end of chapter ii. ; you
get heavenly privilege in the first part. (Chap. i.
ii.10.) In the first chapter we have the counsels
of God as to Christ and the saints, and the body
as the fulness of Christ; then in the first ten
verses of chapter ii. you get the power of God
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no\v working, so that the saints should be
brought into those counsels, quickened, raised
up, and made to sit in heavenly places in Christ.
In the latter part of chapter ii. the fact is touched
upon, that as Gentiles they had no place in the
1vays of God down here; that is, not Jike the
J e\vs, who were connected with the household of
God o'n eaTth. In th is part you conle down to
a position and privilege on earth. It is not
that you leave heavenly ground, but it is not
"made to sit in the heavenly places;" it is a
privilege on earth to be of the household of
God. The Jew only formerly had this privilege,
no\v you get the great truth that the Gentiles
'vho ,,"ere afar off1 and had no portion in the
COlllmon wealth of Israel, are brought nigh
by the blood of Christ, both Jew and Gentile
have access by one Spirit to the Father, it is
a spiritual worship, they belong to the city and
house of God, and then the whole building grows
into a holy temple in the Lord J for all is for
heaven; and finally, that the Elphesians, a~ a
local hody of Christians, were actually built
together for a habitation of God by the Spirit.
That lays the foundation for this chapter iv.,
,,,,hieh takes up what we are called to on earth,
and also the perfecting of the saints and the
edifying of the body, which all goes on upon
earth.
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J. S. B. What is the order in verse 12 ?
T. H. R. Well, the first great idea is the per

fecting of the saints.
G. E. What do you mean by perfecting?
rr. H. R. The word here is not "full grown,"

but (( exactly fitted." I think the idea is what
is seen in Solomon's temple; every stone was
fitted and squared and polished, the stone was
not fit to be built in until it was got ready. The
first:, great thing is to get the saints into the
truth of the christ~an position, according to
the counsels of God, and to get them formed
in the divine nature.

E. C---P. That is before church truth con18S
out for them.

T. H. R. Yes. Then the second thing is, the
gifts are for the work of the ministry-that
really em braces the gospel and the Inystery of
the gospel; and then, thirdly, for the building
up of the body of Christ. The first great point
before the mind of the Spirit is perfecting the
saints.

E. O. The word for perfecting is also used in
2 Corinthians xiii.: c; This also we wish, your
perfection." Articulated is the thought.

'r. -H. R. The idea is, accurate adj llstment.
W. G. B. Ready to go into the building?
T. H. R. Yes; all grows to a holy temple in

the Lord.
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F. H. B. Then it is not quite the same thought
as " a full-grown man" in the next verse?

T. H. R. No, not exactly; but it runs very
near to it.

J. S. B. It is the squaring of the stones for
the building.

T. H. R. I Tllerely used the figure of the
temple. In Ephesians we have divine work
Inanship all through, though by n1eans of
gift-created in Christ Jesus; even in chapter
ii. 22 only divine work is seen.

G. W. G. Do you take the perfecting as in
dividual?

T. H. R. Yes; only it is that all may arrive
at a perfect man.

W. G. B. Then they would have come to the
Living Stone, the stones being sq uared ?

T. H. R. The idea in Peter is leading the
believing Je\vs out of their old association into
their new one; they were connected with those
who were born again-CC the brethren "-and
belonged to a new and spiritual building. Peter
has before him the chief corner stone laid in
Zion; but in Ephesians we have Christ exalted,
and gifts given, so that the saints may know the
love of God revealed in the Son, and be formed
according to what Christ is, as the One who is to
fill all things according to God's counsel.

F. H. B. If saints were really in Ohristianity
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the rest \vould be a comparatively easy matter.
The gre.at point, then, is to bring them there?

T. H. R. Yes; the perfecting of the saints.

W. Does the teaching in Ronlans bring you
to that?

T. H. R. I hardly think that is the teaching
of ROlTIans.

J. P. It w·ould include the truth of Romans?
T. H. R.' That lays the foundation for every

thing, but then ROlnans goes very little beyond
a justified rnan in \v horH the righteousness of the
law' is fulfilled; it just touches the Inystery, but
does not go on to unfold it. It teaches the great
principle;:) of the relations of God ,~vith n1an. God
COllies out to lnan in the gospel on the ground ·of
blood-shedding, and that He has raised Christ
frorIl the dead. It sheVtTS what His present
attitude towards luan is, and how He can justify
the one believing in ,Jesu~ ; then shew8 a state in
the Spirit that responds to the love of God, so
that the believer can present hilllself to God as
alive out of death; but it does not go on to
proper christian privilege.

J. ~IcD. Does not 1 COlinthians i. 10 give
the idea-perfectly joined together-the srune
thought of bringing together in Christianity?

T. H. B.. That would be the out\vard aspect
of it.
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J. MeD. It is the sarne thought of bringing'
together.

T. H. R. I think we have very little idea of
w hat the christian position is, and what our
privileges are. To begin with, we very little
know the Christian cotnpany; we have not left
our old associations to find our horne in the ne"v.

J. MeD. The apostle wanted to bring about
the same mind and the sanle judgment?

T. H. R. But he first tells thern that God had
called them to the fellowship of His Son.

J. MeD. Yes, as perfectly j ained together in
that fellowship.

T. H. R. Yes; and therefore, as has been often
said, he brings them to the truth of the Lord's
supper, which lays the foundation of our fellow
ship in the death of Christ; how could you
bring incongruous elements together on really
true ground except by the death of Christ?

F. H. B. That is the reaRon of the want of
fellowship-incongruous elernents.

T. H. R. Now supposing there were two
saints breaking bread, both in the same business,
and customers went frorn one to the other; one
has got another's custorners, it would be hard
not to feel that; how then could all feeling as to
it be dropped so as to be in fellowship together
except by the death of Ohrist, which excludes
flesh?
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E. C. peath puts out all hindrance to fe11o,,"
ship in the Spirit.

T. H. R. There was nothing more opposed in
the flesh than Jew and Gentile; the point in
Ephesians is bringing those two together, it
lnust be on the other side of death; both
reconciled to God in one body by the cross.
ReconciHation places us on new ground \vith
God, where old things have passed and the ne\v
have conle...

J: MeD.. It is Illost important to note that
there are different degrees of apprehending the
death of Christ, but the difference of appre
hension .does not affect the fellowship.

QuES. In what way? as meeting their need?
J. l\IcD. No, but I lnean as setting the first

nlan aside and bringing in the second man.
T. H. R. In the death of Christ there is not

only atonernent but He has gone out of the
world, put to death here, and of necessity if you
follolv Hiln you Inusti go out too; in the Lord's
supper "ve are together in the fello,vship of His
death, but Christ has gone out of the whole
connection \vith flesh, and we know Him as the
Son of God-Jesus Christ our Lord.

F. H. B. What is connected with that here? I
think it is a very important point in the passage,
" Until we all arrive at the unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at the
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full grown rnan." I should like to ask what is
involved in the knowledge of the Son of God?

T. H. R. I hope no one will mistake Ine, but
I think we arc verv much Inore familiar with

0/

Him as the gracious J\lan, having come into man's
estate, than we are with the fact that there is a.
Person, who, although He came into m~n's estate,
is outside of it; not outside of manhoQd, but of
rnan's estate; when I see Him outside it as Son
of God in resurrection power, I an1 inlpressed
\vith the glory of His Per8on; the knowledge of
the Son of God is to me the kno.wledge of
that Person in that place. still a nlan, in a totally
different estate. In the figure you see this
difference-when the Lord was in the boat with
IIis disciples in the storln, He was with thern,
and they appeal to Bin1) and He stills the storID;
and then they say, "\Vhat luanner of Inan
is this;" afterwards in another scene, ,vhen
figuratively He has gone up on high, and then
cornes to them frolll thence a pattern of ,vhat
lIe said in John xiv., "I will not leave you
cOlllfortless, I will COlne to you," then they
see One ~o outside the estate of man, that they
say, " It is a spirit." He is not with thenl in the
boat but walk iog on the water; as I see Hilu
there laIn im pressed with the greatness of the
Person who belongs to another sphere, not to
the sphere of lllan; it is in resurrection this is
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n1ade good. In resurrection He
l

. is outside of
it all, and the wonderful glory of His Person is
declared. They say when He comes into the
ship, a Thou art the Son of God. H

F. H. B. The term Son of God expresses His
fullest glory as Man, does it not? N o'\v I am
distinguishing between the terms" Son of God"
and "SOD," which is expressive of His eternal
relationship.

T. H. R. I have found it helpful to contrast
the terlllS Son of 1nan and Son of God. The
1110ment we come to the term Son of God ,ye
have got the ne'\v order. Peter's confession was
that the Son of DIan is the Son of the li ving God.
He has come into lllanhood, and Son of man is
the name He took in humiliation and suffering,
the natne in which He becalue a little lower than
the ange]s, yet directly the glory of His Person
shines out He is the Son of God, declared to be
so in resurrection.

F. H. B. Jesus is the Son of God?
'1'. II. R. The terln Son of God conveys the

idea of a different order froin sons of men; even
the a.ngels are called sons of God, as of heavenly
order. See ho\v it is put in Luke xx., speaking
of those who obtain that world and the resur
rection from the dead, " They are equal unto the
angels and are the sons of Gou, [N. T.] being
sons of resurrection," that shews that it brings
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in a new order. As born into the world Jesus
was Son of God, but declared to be so in resur
rection.

F. H. B. 'rhat agrees with what you were
saying, sOlnething outside the estate of 111an, sons
of Adan1.

T. H. R. I do not say outside manhood, do not
mistake me.

H. D'A. C. Not outside \vhat Inan will be,
the eternal state for us ?

T. H. R. That is outside the estate of Adam.
V-l. H. He ahvays was the Son of God.
'r. H. n,. In the truth at' His Person He is

alwavs the Son.
&'

~". H. B. The full truth cf His Person \vas not
the testilnony in the Old Testarnent scriptures,
it is something entirely new; therefore ,;vhen
Peter says, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God," the Lord speaks of the church (~Iatt.

xvi.), it is an entirely new start..
T. H. R. Ent,irely, I don't see how anybody

apart from revelation could have recognised the
Person of the Son of God. All could see a rnan,
the Illost wonderful nlan, come from God, but
nothing but revelation could nlake it kno,vn.

F. H. B. Not only revelation. but a new
revelation; 'vhen Panl begins he begins on that
line-that Jesus is the Son of God.

T. H. R. He does. We read in John's epistle,
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"Who is he that overCollleth the world but he
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God."
I t connects us/ through His Person with another
range of things outside of this world altogether.

F. H. B. And that is called OUT faith?
T. H. R. Yes, it is the Christian faith.
F. H. B. \Ve conld not have the revelation of

the :Father except in connection ,vith the Son;
not only that there must be the Son to reveal
Him; but in connection \vith the SOD) a man
revealed in that relationship with God, or we
could Dot understand what the relationship of
Son i'3 nor what love is. I think it is of great
importance to diRtinguish between the Son of
God and the Son. By comparing the passage in
Matthew xi. we see that there He is looked at in
His o~vn proper divine glory, here we come to
the kno\vledge of the Son of God.

J. ~lcD. Say a ,vord on " :Flesh and blood hath
not revealed it unto thee."

T. H. R. That is \vhat I have been saying: it
was outside the range of fle~h and blood; I do not
see how they could possibly discern it apart
from a revelation.

J. ~lcD. " Flesh and blood" takes in the range
of Inan as in the old creation?

T. H. R. Flesh and blood can only conlprehend
w hat i~ in the donlain of flesh and blood; it is
not there c01l11nunicated by the Spirit exactly,
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but still it is the Father nlaking known no doubt
through the Spirit the wonderful revelation that
the One WhOlll the disciples regarded as the
Messiah, and who called Himself the Son of Inall ,
,vas the Son of God.

J. ~IcD. Really outside Christ as in flesh and
b1ood, outside the order of things in which He
came. We read of " the days of his flesh."

T. H. R. It is outside that order.
F. H. B. It is a thing that became declared

or manifested by the resurrection from the dead,
and it is especially there ,ve find H is glory. In
the epistle of John there are three witnesses, the
water and the blood, and the Spirit come down
revealing Hiln in glory as the Son of God.

T. H. R. Yes. The word here, ',' the knorwledge
of the Son of God," means that I recognise Hinl
as such; it is the full recognition of His Person.
,. The Christ" is the anointed l\ian; as Son of
God we recognise Hiln in His own glory and
sphere.

F. H. B. It is the knowledge of the Father
and the Father's love; that is ho)v it delivers us
from the world, "Who is he that overcometh the
world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son
of God?" That brings you to the new sphere.
That is a faith that we not only start ,vith but
go on with. It is ., believeth."

T. H. R. It is the character of the person.
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F. C. And this luakes the full grown man
correspond to the " father " in John?

T. H. R. Yes, 'I think so ~ the" full grown
nlan" of Paul corresponds to the Cc father" of
John.

RE~rARKED. It is wonderful how the two go
together when you compare then}.

F. H. B. What a \vonrlerful thing ministry is !
T. H. R. What we had yesterday is of im

lllense importance-that we should find the
Christian company. I am really more knit with
the saints here than I am with my own family.
Do not nJistake me, but I have got a heavenly
link 'with the saints, they are thenevvcompany that
belongs t'o Ohrist now that He has gone out of
the \vorld. I have to go through it, yet I am
introd uced to a new COlupany. 'Ve may none of
us be up to Paul, who could say, "I know no man
after the flesh ," yet you can find the christian
company; nearly every apostle speaks of the
christian COlnpany.

~--'. H. B. Panl and Peter and John.
T. H. R. John says, H Everyone that believeth

that Jesus is the Christ is born of God," therefore
he is my brother and I love him; ~vhoeveT,

'vhether Je\v or Gentile, if he believes that Jesus
is the Christ, is born of God. There is the

I

company, and then you come to the faith of that
company, that Jesus is the Son of God; that is
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the true faith of the conlpany. In John xiii. the
disciples were to love one another ~ecause the
Lord "vas going a\vay; they ,vere the nevt
company; and then in chapter xiv. the new scene
opens out; I kno\v the scene in proportion as I
know the Person; you kno\v the place and the
way to it if you know Him.

F. H. B. And we are all at horne in the place.
E. C~P. Unlike natural relationships which

often weaken, these things strengthen.
E. C. They are spiritual and eternal.
T. 11. R. With the Je\v it ,vas, "Thou shalt

love thy neighbour and hate thine enenlY." It is
remarkable how it COlnes out in Peter; you get
there redemption, not from sin or Egypt, but
frorn their vain conversation received froIn their
fathers. Then he brings in "born again" to
shew the christian circle, not the seed of Abraham
bu t the seed of God.

W. H. Does Jude speak of the Christian
company?

T. H. R. Yes, I think so, "building up your·
selves;" and in Hebrews there is "not forsaking
the assembUng of youT'selves together;" Rome
were going back to the temple.

REl\IARKED. Some do that no,v-go to church.
T. H. R. The moment you are in the truth of

the christian company it leads to the truth of the
asseulbly.
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F. H. B. We must get into the christian conl
pany to enjoy christian privileges.

QUES. Do you mean with all saints?
T. H. R. Yes. The way you get into it is by

the death of Christa which abolishes all distinc
tions; you corne together and find your own
cOlnpany. As to our daily dutie3 here, as Mr.
Darby says, we should. fill as a hireling our day;
but tl1Y heart is with the christian company. It
is a great thing to get together, because we learn
to bear with one another and love one another.

G. G. It would abolish all discord.
T. H. R. We find out, if we are silllple, where

we are wrong, and that some one knows more
than we do.

J. ~IcD. It would augluent the attendance
at our 111eetings.

Vol. J. Is not the supper the 8tarting of every
thing?

T. H. R. Yes, it is in an outward way. It is
very interesting to me to see that while in the
three first gospels you get what is to us the
outward sign of fellowship and of the Lord's
love-the supper; in the fourth gospel you get
"rhat is more inward and intimate-the Lord
,vashing the disciples' feet. He drew them thus
closer to Himself to have part with Hi[n. Both
Matthew and John introduce the betrayal of
Judas at the moment of the supper and of the
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feet washing; there is the fact that Inan, the
world, gave H~m up; and then the Lord drew His
disciples after Himself into a new place; the
supper was the turning-paint-His death here.
In John He is going to the Father.

J. S. B. Could you define the idea of the
table?

T. H. R. It is a moral idea ,vhich takes in
all the Christians in any given place; it cannot
be actually realised now, as at Corinth, but we
can be in the truth of it.

F. H. B. It is based on the death of Christ.
J. S. B. But do you think they all realise it ?
T. H. R. I think only those can who call on

the Lord out of a pure heart.
E. C. No particular con1pany could claim to

have the Lord's table?
T. H. R. No, I do not think they could; but

I could not recognise anything as representing
it outside the fellowship of those who call on
the Lord out of a pure heart. The great thing
for us is to an~wer to that character.

W. J. If "re were true to christian fellowship
we should enter into christian privilege n1ore.

T. H. R. I think we should; we want to know
more of feet-washing-, that the Lord is drawing
us into His company. John xiii. runs with the
table in a wonderful way.

QUES. \Vhat anSW8rs to feet-washing?
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T. H. R. The Lord applies to us the truth
connected with Hinlself) and His then position
as about to die and go to the Father.. The appli
cation of the truth of His betrayal and death
would sever them from their old Jewish and
earthly association, that they Inight be in associ
ation with Him on heavenly ground.

J. R. B.· What would that be practically now?
T. H. R. If we could affect one another by

the truth of the Lord's rejection here, and so
draw one another away frorn earthly association
to Hinlself, that ,vould be washing one another's
feet, and helping each other to realise the christian
company.

W. H. Does the Lord do it apart from the
saints?

T. H. R. The Lord does not do it Himself
apart froIll the .saints now, but you are conscious
it is a touch of His hand.

G. G. How do you say the Lord does it ?
T. H. R. He applies the truth of His own

death as the One rejected here but going to the
Father, in order to draw our hearts into the
new position He was taking. He lvonld not
be without us. It is an imn1ense thought for
our hearts that He '\vould not do ,vithout conl
panions 'vhen He left the world; it was a
necessity of His love in that mOlnent of His
rejection, so He stooped towa.rd their feet that



218 TRUTH FOR THE TIME.

they might have part with Him; that was the
beginning of the christian company that was
to represent Him here, as being in association
with Himself.

RE~IARKED. ~-'or their ~akes I sanctify 111J"self

that they also n1ay be sanctified?
T. H. R. That is the sanctifying po,ver of the

truth connected with the Father and tbe Son.
"Sanctify thern through thy truth, thy worJ is
truth;" that is the Father's ,vord; the Son had
made it known, comln unicating the kno\vledge
of the love in which He ,vas at borne; He was
about to be separated frOlll every earthly associ
ation, and to be with the Father, and the
sanctifying power of that truth \vas to clra,v
them to Himself in that scene. Cleansing is
freeing us frail1 this scene.

W. J. Is not the supper an ou t\vard act of
fellowship \v·ith a spiritual Ineaning ?

T. H. R. Yes, it is.
W. J. Do you think "re partake of the

supper in the Holie'it ?
T. H. R. It is lllore the ground of our fellow

ship, that \ve come together in the fellowship of
the Lord's death; but that death has made a way
for us into the Holiest.

\V. J. Some say it is the Holiest, therefore
you must not do this or that.

T. H. R. 'Ye COlne together as those who have
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their place in the Holiest, but it rather tries me to
hear a good deal of worship that belongs to the
Holiest, and then to go back to the supper. To
me the supper is like being over Jordan, and
looking back into the place where the ark was;
that is not exactly enjoying our privileges as over.

E. C. You like the supper early?
T. B.. R. I should object to any rule. If the

saints are not up to it, it is better deferred; but
I would like them to be up to it. If a brother
at the beginning of the llleeting is enabled of
the Lord to lead the minds and hearts of the
saints to the IJord's death, it is happy, and the
supper would come early.

J. S. B. In France they had the supper quite
at the end of the Dleeting. Are the sufferings of
the Lord before us at the Table?

T. H. R. I do not like to make ru]e,q, but the
thought is-He has died and gone out of the
world, as refused here. We announce His death,
with all that is involved in that death-He was
cut off here.

W. J. Cutting off, and His love, are not these
two things shewn in the supper? .

T. H. R. Yes, His love. He gave Hi1l1Self
for us.

F. H. B. And His blood, the blood of the new
coYenant, the foundation, opening out of God's
counsels.
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W. H. Does not the supper give an expression
of the table ?

T. H. R. The idea of the table is that of the
fello\vship of the saints, the death of Christ is
the basis of it. It is a great thing to get away
from a mere Inaterial idea.

W. H. B-T. There is a great deal of material
ism about us.

w. H. We speak sornetimes of going from
the table, &c.

W. J. As a Inatter of fact we are al ways at
the table, in christian fellowship.

A. H. What is the unity of the faith?
T. H. R. Unity is brought in because of the

Jew and Gentile, to shew that there was but one
faith, I believe its character is the faith of
the Son of God.

F. H. B. It is not one faith for the Jew and
another for the Gentile; there was but one.

QUES. It is the faith?
T. H. R. It is christian faith, that of the Son

of God. Ministry is really to bring Raints to
christian privilege; many stop short, having
only the thought of faith in a Saviour.

A. H. Then ministry is to bring us into the
unity of the faith?

G. G. What do you nlean by entering into
privilege?

T. H. R. Whether Jew or Gentile they
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belonged to a nevv company altogether. We
do. Reconciliation brings us into the joys of the
house. The Son n1akes us free.

A. H. Is it the sallle as the "one faith" of
verse 5? It is only here the unity of it is
spoken of?

T. H. R. I think it is the same) but more
connected with outward profession there perhaps.

A. H. Is the kno\vledge of the Son of God a
further thought?

T. H. R. My impression is, that in this
passage "faith" is connected with the Son of
God as nIuch as "knowledge." I think "of the
Son of God" belongs to both substantives; that
is, "the unity of thG faith" is connected \vith the
Son of God as ID uch as "knowledge" is.

F. H. B. Our faith is the faith of the Son of
God generally. Nothing less than the apprehen
sion of Him in that character would be quite
christian faith.

A. H. If you reached the unity of the faith
you \vould have reached the knowledge of the
Son of God; it is outside world distinctions, that
is '" hat is the force of it here, is it not?

T. H. R. Well, I think so.
F. H. B. ~1inistry then is to bring us to the

knowledge of the Son of God.
W. H. Is it 'a growing thing?
T. H. R. If I recognise Him in that glory it
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will affect Ine in every way. Think of the
disciples at Bethany sitting there in the conl
pany of the One who raised Lazarus; and again
when they saw Him afterwards, when He wa~

raised from the dead, it In ust have had a
wonderful effect upon them.

A. P. You would say that a person who has
reached this point is established?

T. H. R. Yes, I think so.
A. H. Then he is a " perfect" Inan.
1'. H. R. To arrive at a full-grown Inan is to

be established according to the knowledge of the
glory of Christ.

F. H. B. There is no safety for a man until
he reaches it; we are not to be babes tossed to
and fro and carried about \vith every wind of
doctrine; a great many Christians are carried
away because they are not established, they ha\'e
not reached the Son of God.

T. H. R. You see \vhat the Lord said to His
disciples in John xvi., that He carne forth frou}
the Fathe1', and they said as it were, we under
stand what you say, you carne forth froIn God,
they did not lay hold of the great truth that He
llad come from the Fathe1", and the Lord said,
4: Do ye now believe? Behold the hour corneth
that ye shall be 8cattel'ed." It was because they
had not got the truth that could hold thern
together; they had not the truth of His Person,
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as come from the Father. Every relationship on
ea.rth was going to be broken up, }Iessiahship
and all; but the truth of His Person remained,
everything hung upon that. \Vhen He was
raised froln the dead, the message froIll Him
gathered them again, but had they recognised the
truth of His Person, it 'would have had power to
hold then1~ There is pO'w'er in that truth to hold
saints at any titne, becautie it is outside the
collapse of everything here. In 2 Tirrlothy, Paul
throws Tilllothy upon what is eternal-life in
Christ Jesus, and the purpose and grace of God
in Christ Jesus, and also upon the great truth of
the Lordship of Ohrist; it is an immense thing
that He is at the right hand of God.

W. J. The passage in the epistle of John
about" the victory that overcometh the world"
is in contrast with John xvi., all leaving Him
and going to their o\vn.

F. H. B. In the second chapter of that epistle
the apostle warns the babes and the young men,
but there is no warning for the fathers. Of
course there i8 al ways a danger until the soul is
established, he. is liable to be carried away; when
the soul is established the wind of doctrine doea
not drive hirn about. If we realise this how
anxious we shall be to get souls established.

T. H. R. In Ininistry it is a great thing to
have something at your back so that whatever
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the state of the saints may be, you know you
have that which will lift them above difficulties
instead of getting under them yourself.

G. G. The truth draws you out of the diffi
culty.

A. H. Would you say a little as to verse 13.
"The measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ," is that the perfect man?

T. H. R. Yes, but I suppose he is really
looking at the company, it is that all the
members may grow up to Ohrist, so that the
perfBct Man would be Christ seen in all His
D1embel's, because it is a perfect 1Jlcf.,n, not perfect
'[nen.

W. J. " Perfection" in Philippians iii.-wQuld
that be individual?

T. H. R. Ycs, there it is individual, "Let UB

therefore as nlany,H &c., but here the great idea is
of all the Raints coming to the lneasure of the
stature of the f'ulness of Christ, so that the
church should be the fulness of Christ.

A. H. It has to be reached individually?
T. H. R. Each one has to be brought up to it.
H. D'A. C. One saint even if full gro\vn

could not himse] f be the rneasure of the stature
of the fulness of Christ.

A. H. "That is nleant by the fulnes8 of the
Christ?

T. H. R.Christ, if I may ,so say, is the full
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vessel of the divine nature. and the church is the
fulness of the Uhrist, inasrlluch as the saints are
to gro\v up to HitD, the I-Iead in all things.

J. Vl. B. Does it not refer to chapter i. 2.~?

"Which is his body, the fulness of hirn that
filleth all in alL"

T. H. R. The church is His fulness, as de..
riVll1g frOln Hi rn. We read that the earth will
be full of the glory of the Lord; it will be filled
by means of the church.

A. H. Have you reached union when you
l1ave apprehended this?

T. H. R. Well, I think so.
V'l. H. B-T. What is union?
T. H. R. Union is you have reached Christ

where He is, that is \vhat is generally understood
by union.

A. P. \Terse 15. " Holding the truth in love
" l\ve grow up .

T. H. R. There you get the idea of gro\vth,
that is in contrast with children, no more tossed
about, but all gro\ving up in Christ.

E. M. Is the" fulness of Christ n collective or
corporate?

T. H. R. The church as the fulness of Christ
is corporate because it is the body, but growing
up rnust be individual.

J. MeD. You have/ a company of individuals
in what is collective, corporate is the body.
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T. H. R. The idea of growing up is not
corporate, each individually gro\vs up to Him
,yha is the Hrad, and then we have what is
corporate.

A. H. Does not the corporate COlne in in
verse 16? " :From whom the whole body." YOll

get it there?
W. H. B-T. The perfect J\rlan you say is

collective ?
T. H. R. We gro,\y up to a perfect ~fan,

thaugh each one gro\vs up; it is not to perfect
n~e11 but a perfect man, so that is a collective idea.

W. G. B. Say a word to us as to the effectual..
,vorking in the nleasure of every part.

T. H. R. It supposes all are drawing froin the
Head, "froln whom the whole body."

W. G. B. In the seventh verse it says, " Grace
according to the measure of the gift of Christ.:'

F. H. B. Grace given in the 7th verse is to
that end?

T. H. R. But then it supposes the normal con
dition of the body deriving froln the Head, and
then the self- building up in love; it all gro\ys, a
body deriving fr0111 the Head.

M. H. All this is hindered by the deplorable
state of things around?

T. H. R. Yes, as to the Inanifestation of it.
Bu t there is still grace flowing fronl the Head,
so that the body does gro,\y.
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W. J. It is parallel with Colossians ii. 19 ?
T. H. R. Oolossians gives a little more pro~

minence to the Head; there having nourishment
luinistered froln the Head is prominent; here the
effectual working in the nleasure of every part.
The Ephesians had really understanding of
the truth; the Colossians were in danger of
slipping away; therefore he brings the Head
D10re pron1inently before theln. Here, though of
course the supply is from the Head; yet it is
self· building up in the divine nature.

QUES. \~V·auld you say there are two distinct
kinds of edification; one-special gifts, and then
that which comes through the working of every
part? It looks like that to nle.

T. H. R. I think there are special gifts and
the working in its measure of every part.

G. E. It is a figure borrowed from ..()ur own
natural body.

T. H. R. Yes, my hand is a most useful
Inetnber, but no use without ligaments or joints.

G. E. N or without being linked to your head.
,V. H. Every Eaines condition a,ffects the

condition of the ,yhole body.
T. H. R. Yes, even in ministery the condition

of the saints in a meeting is a help to a servant
of the Lord or a cl rag.

E. C. You get greatly helped at the time.
'r. H. R. ~1:r. "Tigram used to say, if ,ye had
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more Annas and Simeons it would Inake a great
difference in our meetings. A woman might be
the most spiritual person in the meeting, and
though she could not take a pronlinent part,
grace in her might help considerably.

J. S. B. All are servants?
T. H. R. Yes, all serve, but I understand the

expression to mean that there are those who
specially addict themselves to the saints for

.
serVIce.

E. C. There was an old sister who said to a
brother one night a£tpr the preaching, " You got
on well to-night; while you were speaking 1

• 1J

was praYIng.
F. H. B. So that the well~being of the

company depends upon the help of each in
di vid ual part.

J. ~lcD. What distinction do you lnake be
tween the "new man" and the cc perfect man" ?

T. H. R. You put on the new man, the idea
is perfect in itself; it is what Christ is; it is
put on that it may be seen in His nlenlbers.
Cl Perfect man" is, each one is to arrive at full
growth; Christ becomes everything to such an
one. Paul could say, "Be followers together of
nle." There is une thing I do. He does not
count he is perfected, for he has not reached
Christ in glory yet, but that is the object before
him; he says, " Let us .... aA many a~ be per~ect,
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be thus lllinded." A perfect Ulan in Philippians
is o11e who has Christ as the object before his
soul; I do not mean as Saviour merely, but as
the centre of God's purpose and coulleeIs.
People are using Christianity for nlan's advance
Inent. Of ccurse one would do good to all, but
we have another object. In Christ glorified man
is perfectly presented in the presence of God
according to His own pleasure and purpose; one
whc is following after that object is what Paul
calls " perfect."

QUES. Take a man that is seeking to better
things here ?

T. Ir. R. That man is not" perfect," he has
not got Christ simply before him.

F. H. B. Christ has eclipsed everything to a
perfect man.

J. 1IcD. A lllan may have his face towards it
and yet not be'there ?

T. H. R. Yes, but it is his object; I do not
mean to say we may not fail and get turned
aside, but if Ohrist is our object, we are not
happy if ,ve have wandered until we have Him
again before our hearts.

QUES. What is the difference between the
state of the Ephesians and the Colossians ?

T. H. R. It was a characteristic of both that
they had "faith in Christ Jesus and love to all the
saints; there was the Object in heaven, and the
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COlllpany of the saints on earth; but with the
Colossians there was the danger of being led.
away by bringing in what was of Jnan. The
apostle could not, so to speak, lead then1 into the
heavenly places; ,vhere Christ is according to the
purpose of God, the Father of glory, as with the
Ephesians; he has to establish then1 by shewing
them that they derived nothing from man, but
everything from Christ. In John xiii. the Lord
there cOlnmands the discipleA to love one anotheT ;
when He was gone away they ,vere not to
go bark to the ternpIe; then in the beginning of
chapter xiv. He says, H Ye believe. in God, believe
also in me;" so also in the Epistle of John.
(Chap. iii. 23.) Thus we have Christ in heaven
and the saints on earth.

F. H. B. It is striking that the cornmandlllent
in the epistle is to believerfl.

T. H. R. When the Lord spoke to thern in
J uhn xiv. i. they were believers, yet they were
Lo believe in Him when absent f'roln thern in
heaven.

A. H. It is needful to be in the truth of this,
to be going on with it, or we shall be caught
by the error around us, what is described in
verse 14.

T. H. R. I believe it is what preserves us, not
talking about the truth, but holding the truth in
love.
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A. H. If we are not going on with this we
shall be going back.

T. H. R. God may recover us, bu b if we are
not going on we turn back to our own things. I
have been greatly struck by what Paul says to
Timothy in the second epistle (chap. iv.), " Preach
the \vord "-set forth the truth; you nlay argue
and argue, and people will hold error all the
sanle; set forth the truth and people measure
thenlselves by it, and then they see that they
are defective.

G. \V. G. Argument lowers; a man gets the
,vorst of it in his soul even if he is the best
in the argument.

VV. H. B-T. Ho'v does the truth preserve?
T. H. R. I think it connects you with the

sphere of God's purpose and grace in Christ
Jesus; it may be very little, but you will bear
the impress of what you know of that scene;
association with Christ will alter your walk
and everything.

F. H. B. The apostle could say, (t The life that
I novv live in the flesh I live by faith of the Son
of God."

QUES. Wauld Jahn ix. answer to it-the
revelation of the Son of God to the man who
had been blind?

T. H. R. Yes, I think so ; the sight was given
him that he might see the Son of God.



2~2 TRUTH FOR THE TIME.

J. S. B.' What is water in John ix.? I mean
~he pool of Siloam, in which the blind man
washed and came seeing?

T. H. B·. The meaning of Siloam is "Sent."
I suppose it is the apprehension that the One
in humiliation was the One 8ent from God.

G. W. G. Have you any thought about gifts,
how far they can be distinguished now?

T. H. R. I should think we could distinguish
the eyangelist now, the pastor and teacher seen)
to go together. .

G. W. G. They seem to be very much Inixed
up now.

F. H. B. I do not think a man shines in rnore
than one thing: the state of things now is a very
broken one, and we have to do all sorts of things,
but I think a man is more blessed in one thing,
shines in one thing more than in any other-he
is more blessed in one particular line of things.

W. H. Some quote "Do the work of an
evangelist" as authority for preaching, whether
they are evangelists or not.

T. H. R. My impression has always been that
it was an encouragement to Tin10thy to go on
with that work. When the tide is setting
against you, as in 2 Timothy, and things are
in a bad state, a servant may be disheartened.
I have known brethren discouraged from evan...
golising because of the state of the meeting:
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where were the converts to be sheltered? But
the state of things was not to hinder Timothy;
he was to be in power and freshness, going- on
with the work of an evangelist-preaching the
word; that was the great thing, although it
might be again~t the full flood-tide of evil: for
the Lord knew theln that were His.

F. H. B. Timothy was a special man, and
Paul did everything: he was an apostle, prophet,
and evangelist in one.

W. H. The gospel has been so defectively
preached that people who have been under it
need to have it preached to them still.

T. H. R. Dear Mr. Darby used to say, all the
preaching to-day is to nOlninal Christians.

W. H. And to real Christians too.
G. W. G. The first gifts to the church were

great ornalnents to her, now she haR become
unfaithful to the Lord; He still looks after her,
but He does away with that which would be an
ornament, as a stated gift like an evangelist's
would be. That was a wonderful ornanlent, but
He cannot put ornaments upon an unfaithful
church. I have thought it was this nlixed state
of things that accounted for the indistinctness in
the gifts.

T. H. R. N O\V that we have got on to the
subject of gifts, I Inay say this-I do not like
the evangelists to be separated from the other
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gifts and made a special class of. I think there
is a danger of this anlong us; it is not that
I do not sympathise with evangelising; I Dlay
say this the n10re freely because I am supposed to
be the friend of the evangelists; but I set my
face against making a class of evangelists; ,ve
are all working to one end.

'V. J. Ho'v often you find that saints ,vill
have special prayer when an evangelist comes
along, but they would not when you corne
along.

T. H. R. I think it is very sorrowful, and it
shews a lo\v character of things among the
saints. It is quite true what !vIr. Stoney has
said U People can have the gospel and the world
as well; but if you have got the truth of the Son
of God you cannot." People can go on with all
n1anner of things, have their rnind~ in passing
things, and they set over against that a good
gospel ministry, but they are not really in the
truth of the asselnbly.

J. McI). I think it is important not to divorce
the gospel preaching from the truth as to the
church.

F. H. B. Then as to prayer, people have a
sort of idea that for conversions you must pray
to God; of course it is just the same as to
ordinary ministry; we cannot do '\"ithout His
power to bless the word ministered.
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T. H. R. If you have a number of people
coming crowding to the preaching you shew a
good front in the town, and that is a snare, but
perhaps you are very feeble in the assenlbly. If
the gospel is a special effort by some one visiting
the place, \vhen he is gone things become flat;
but if you keep true to our heavenly character,
however feeble you may be, you will be known.
TradeSIllen used to call ~lrs. W an angel in
disguise; we ought to be known in that war,
but not a~ making a great show before men.
People ought to say of each of us-" if anyone is
a Christian, there is a Christian." But as to
the company, we ought to he in Christ's reproach,
kno\vn of I-I itn , but not known by the world,
because Christ hides His treasure. \Ve have to
be content with bp-ing kno\vn of Hitn, but
nothing in the eyes of filen.

\V. H. Some turn up at the gospel preaching
and prayer nleeting ,yha are never at the
ordinary rneeting.

~~. 0-1>. If v{e get hold of the idea that the
gospel leads to the church we should all pray
for it.

'r. H. R. Please do not think I ohject to
prayer for the gospel or an evangelist; what I
have seen is that evangelists are classecl too much
by thenlselves. 'Ve do not want to see them
,valking alone, we are all in the interests of
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Christ; it is not as though teachers were head
and shoulders taller than others.

E. C-P. I notice SOfue preachers after a
while get very much into church truth, take to
ministering that. F. E. R. said he hoped to see
no evangelist become a teacher.

rr. H. R. God enables the evangelists to help
souls, but it is not good for an p;vangelist to
attempt the place of teacher if he is an evan
gelist.

G. W. G. It is a remarkable thing, gifts are
very mixed now; it is a nlixed kind of thing;
I suppose it is because ,ve are in Christendom
'vhere the tru th is known.

•
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