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CONTACT WITH CHRIST.
(EPH. IV. 1-13.)

I THINK, beloved brethren, that most of us are
aware that this fourth chapter of Ephesians is
connected, as to its subject, with the end of
chapter ii. From the eleventh verse of chapter
ii. we have that to which we are called as still
being down here. In the beginning of the
epistle the apostle speaks of our calling in
connection with the counsels and purposes of
God, and hence of our place in Christ in the
heavenly places according to those counsels; he
also speaks of the work of God in the saints
in order that His counsels should be effected.
But actually we are down here, and in the end
of chapter ii. we have that to which we are
called as being down here: " Fellowcitizens
with the saints, and of the household of God;
and are built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner stone . . . . in whom ye also are
builded together for an habitation of God through
the Spirit." Two points come very distinctly
before us which lead up to this calling. In
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verse 15 we read: "For to make [reall y create]
in himself of twain one new man." There is no
longer before God Jew and Gentile-CMist has
come in; He is before God and not Jew or
Gentile; both have been set aside in His cross,
and in Himself He has created one new man.
Secondly, in verse 16 we have : "And that he
might reconcile both unto God in one body by
the CI'O&'." These are two great points; there is
new creation, it is no amendment of Jew or
Gentile or of uniting them together in the flesh,
but one new man is before God created in
Christ Jesus; and secondly, there is reconcilia
tion by the death of Christ. It is not merely
that we can stand before God justified, but
Christ by His death has made a way for us to
God. As to what man was in the flesh, either
Jew or Gentile, there is justification by the
death of Christ; but the same death made a
way for us to the heart of God. We are brought
to God in love; a way has been made for us by
Christ's death, so that we might live to God.
As a result of Christians having this place with
God, we can easily see how verse 18 necessarily
follows: "Through him we both [Jew and
Gentile] have access by one Spirit to the Father."
We say Abba, Father! as having this access in
the power of the Spirit.

A necessary result also follows from our having
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this access in the Spirit (no longer outward
nearness in the flesh) to the Father-we are
of the household of God. He is addressing this
specially to the Gentiles, for the Jews had been
in the privileged position of the house of God,
but it was a new position altogether for Gentiles,
and both Jew and Gentile in Christ Jesus had
the privilege in a new way, "in the Spirit j"

these Gentiles were fellow citizens with the
saints and of the household of God. The house
of God is the place of His administration down.
here. Of old it was where He put His name as
Jehovah j now it is connected with the name of
Father. It is the place of approach for us. In
one Spirit we have access to the Father, and in
that sense we are a holy priesthood. But there
is another thought, it is the place where God is
known j in His household He makes Himself
known, we come to know His mind in Christ,
and to learn Himself. The first thought in the
tabernacle was, that everything being typical of
Christ, therefore God was making Himself known
in Christ. As being still down here our calling
is connected with the household of God in this
new way-a new man created in Christ Jesus
reconciled to God by His cross, and access
through Him in the Spirit to the Father. The
old man has no place in the calling. The
material of the household of God is not of the
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old man, but there is one new man created in
Christ. Then there is the place of affection ann
holy love. Christ has made a way for us to the
heart of God by the reconciliation effected in
His cross, and we have access to the Father.
That name of Father is the source and spring of
our b:6sing. All that 100"e can give is wrapped
up in that name of Father, because the only
begotten Son is the expression of it.

I would make one more remark, that in order
to realise the vocation we must see that it is
entirely outside of the old course of things.
New creation must be outside of the old man,
and reconciliation takes IlS out of the world and
its surroundings, and brings us to God and to
His dwelling. The names of Jehovah and Al
mighty are known to us, but the name of
Father, which belongs to Christians, is not con
nected with the course of things in this world.
The name of Jehovah was connected with dis
pensations and the government of this world,
and He is faithful to all that He has established,
and this will come out in the millennium. But
the name of Father, and a household in connec
tion with that name, is entirely outside of the
system of this world. But what a blessing to
be of the household of God! When we look
at the four thousand years of this world's
history, and its varied dispensations-the deal.
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ings of God with it, we see that it all ended in
the crucifying of God's Son. He was rejected
here, and consequently all that is of man and
the flesh came under the jodgment of God.
" Now is the judgment of this world: now shall
the prince of this world be cast out," What a
wonderful position is ours down here! Our
calling is indeed above, but while the Lord Jesus
waits at God's right hand, it is connected down
here with a whole system of things which is
outside the judged scene of this world.

In chapter iii. it is evident that the apostle
pauses in what he had to say. He begins,
"For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of J eSUB
Christ for you Gentiles," and continues the subject
directly in chapter iv.: "I therefore, the prisoner
of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of
the vocation wherewith ye are called." The
apostle pauses in order to bring out the adminis
tration of the mystery which was committed to
him. It seems to me that the mystery of Christ
is the grf'at deposit in the house of God. In the
house of God of old it was the ark of the cove
nant. Bear in mind that now it is a spiritual
house, "an habitation of God in the Spirit," and
the great deposit in that is the testimony of the
Christ. It is a marvellous thought. The Lord
Jesus Christ is not down here personally, He
is hidden in the heavens. There would be no
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mystery if He were publicly manifested, but
during His absence there is the testimony of
the Christ, and that does not consist in doctrines
about Him, but what He is is seen in the saints.
The law of commandments in dogmas is done
away, and Christ is written upon the fleshy
table:'! of the heart by the Spirit. Of old the
testimony was pot into the ark, a golden coffer,
but in the ark there could be no living ex
pression of the testimony, nor could there be
any until Christ came; but now the testimony
of Christ is in His people. "That the Christ
may dwell in your hearts by faith." Every
thing is living in the house of God if we look
at it as God formed it and as we have been
regarding it, "a habitation of God in the
Spirit." Christ dwells in the hearts of the
saints; that is where all that He is as the
centre of the purpose and counsel of God has
its place in testimony while Christ is hidden
in the heavens. The unsearehable riches of
the Christ have been made known through
the administration of the mystery. There will
come the moment when Christ who is now
treasured up in the heavens will be revealed
in His glory. Do you remember that beautiful
passage in Isaiah xlix, 8? It is a prophetic
address to the Lord Jesus-" In an acceptable
time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation
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have I helped thee;" that refers to the deliver
ance effected in Christ's resurrection; but the
prophetic word goes on, .. and I will preserve
thee [keep thee]. and give thee for a covenant
of the people, to establish the earth [or land],
to cause to inherit the desolate heritages."
2 Corinthians vi. 2 shews us that now is the
day of sal vation, the saints now are in the
salvation effected in Christ, but He is not yet
given to Israel as the covenant for them, to
establish the land; and meanwhile He is pre
served, treasured in the heavens, but the moment
will come when the heavens will open and it
will be no longer the testimony of the Christ,
but He will come out, and all will be in manifes
tation. Now the testimony of the Christ is in
the house of God, but in a living way, Christ
dwelling in our hearts by faith.

It is a wonderfully blessed thing that the
Lord Jesus Christ should be an object of faith to
us. It is very blessed that Christ should be
written on our hearts by the Spirit, and that
there should be a formative work in us; but
if Christ has a place in our hearts, there is
another thing, that He has a place in heaven
and we see Him there, as He said: " Ye see
me: because I live, ye shall live also." I am
greatly and increasingly impressed with the fact
that a Christian down here can live in reference
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to a Person who is in heaven. It IS a great
privilege to be of the household of God down
here, and to live in reference to the Son of God
in heaven. \Ye are oftentimes much engaged with
the Spirit's work in us, but that is not the thing to
dwell upon, but rather the relation we have to
a blessed Man in the heavens, and through Him
to His Father and God. As those reconciled to
God by the cross of Christ, we have been brought
into the love of God, so that we might live to
Him. Paul did so; the sentence of death by the
law he knew had been carried out in the cross
of Christ, and Christ was his life, so that he
might live to God, and the life he lived in the
flesh he lived by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved him, and g-ave Himself for him. He
lived with reference to -a Person in heaven.
That was his individual experience; here we
have the household of God, and Christ dwelling
in our hearts by faith is collective. We have
the two things, Christ as life in us, and thus
the testimony of God is in the saints, and yet
they live by faith-the faith of a blessed Person
in the heavens.

I do not go into the details of the apostle's
prayer, I wanted to shew how chapter Hi. comes
in as a parenthesis. The apostle resumes his
subject in chapter iv., and here I notice the
word which occurs again-" a prisoner." That
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was a low place to be in; he was a. man in
bonds. He was not a man in the active energy
of a life of service, able to go here or there. or to
accomplish this or that; but he says of himself:
"I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ" when
he was about to speak of the mystery. We
have much the same thought in Colossians when
he speaks on the same subject: "Who now
rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up
that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ
in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the
church." No doubt he suffered when he was
preaching the gospel here and there, but there
was a peculiarity of suffering connected with his
being the minister of the mystery. He was not
girded in the energy of service, but girded by
others-a prisoner. There was no possibility of
bringing in the energy of man or the power
of nature. In chapter iii, he speaks of himself
as "less than the least of all saints," but to
such an one was the grace given to preach
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
the Christ. Paul speaks of himself in a lowly
way, and he was in a low place. Who could
ever travel through the unsearchable riches of
Christ? what mind could grasp them? Yet the
riches of the Christ will fill the universe, and
they are made known to the church. But look
at the man who preached them-" less than the
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least of all the saints "-" a prisoner of Jesus
Christ for you Gentiles."

Now look at his exhortation to the saints to
walk worthy of the vocation with which they
were called, "with all lowliness and meekness,
with longsuffering, forbearing one another in
love." If we look at the man himself, he is a
prisoner in bonds-less than the least of all the
saints, and he exhorts the Ephesians to take the
same lowly place. A prisoner is nothing in this
world, and even among the saints Paul takes the
place of less than the least. This is all lowly
work, but it is blessed work; it becomes us.
I am greatly struck with it. What a lowly
place Christ took, becoming obedient to death,
even the death of the cross. The world is grow
ing bigger and men are asserting themselves, but
we have to grow smaller-to take the lowly
place of those who listen to Christ. There
would not be much divergence of mind and
thought if we took the place of simply listening
to Christ. There is a kind of pleasure in ac
quiring knowledge, even in divine things; but it
is lowly work to obey and to be here for Christ's
pleasure. It was said to Philadelphia: "Thou
hast kept my word, and hast not denied my
name." It was also true of the remnant of old
that they feared the Lord. All that is lowly
work, and the contrary to being self-assertive



CONTACT WITH CHRIST. 11

and pretentious. To be really true to the testi
mony of the Christ means that we are nothing
in this world. It is Christ, not ourselves. In
Paul there was lowliness of mind and thought.
he a prisoner, and yet entrusted with the
ministry of the unsearchable riches of the Christ.

In verse 7, after speaking of the unity of
saints, the apostle takes up each individually,
" Unto everyone of us is given grace according
to the measure of the gift of Christ." To the
youngest believer in this room I say. this word
must be addressed to you, it is "to everyone
of us." Christ freely gives, and He gives grace
to each according to the measure of His own
free giving. What I understand by that is, that
each one who has come into contact with Christ
has received some distinct impression of the
grace that is in Him. He has made Himself
known to each in some peculiar way. I have
not the same impression of Christ that you
have, nor have you the impression that I have.
The woman who came behind in the press and
touched the hem of Christ's garment got an
impression of the grace in Christ; and the
woman who came to Him in the Pharisee's
house, and wept out her sins there, got her
own impression of Christ and His grace. No
one can come into contact with Christ without
getting it, and that grace will characterise each.
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This IS not doctrine as to Christ, but contact
with Himself. I thank God with all my heart
for the divine reasonings in the epistles. It is
wonderful how God reasons things out with us,
and meets the questionings and necessities of our
hearts. In the Epistle to the Romans, for in
stance, the whole question between God and
man is gone into, and the bearing of Christ's
work as meeting the need of man. But there is
another thing; in the gospels we have Christ
Himself, and the Spirit of God brings our souls
into personal contact with Him. I have had to
do with Christ; you have had to do with Christ.
Each one thus gets an impression of Christ for
himself; the Spirit of God will deepen it and
keep each one in the sense of the grace
which each has found in Him. It is a grand
moment for the soul when it first comes in
contact with Christ; it is the way in which God
is pleased to produce in us an impression of the
grace of Christ. It is a moment when the soul
is not merely at rest as to its exercises through
divine reasonings, but it has got near to Christ
Himself, and has the sense by the Spirit of God
of the fulness of Christ and, like the woman of
Samaria, it gets a taste of living water.

Now "to everyone of us is given grace
according to the measure of the gift of Christ."
It is the result of contact with Christ and drink-
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ing of living water, and what is the effect?
That the saints become the display of Christ.
It does not come out in one saint, but in the
assem bly. The unsearchable riches of Christ
are to come out in the church. Nothing of
Christ in all the wealth of grace that is in
Him is to be lost. The mystery is the deposit
of the house of God, but in a living way; and
each saint through receiving an impression of
Christ will be an item in the display of the
unsearchable riches of Christ. Is not the fulness
of Christ wonderful? We take the place of
nothingness that we may be to His glory, and
I would desire that" everyone of us" may be
in the sense of it. Go back in the history of
your soul to the moment when by the Spirit
you tasted the grace that is in Christ by your
coming into contact with Himself, cultivate the
sense of it; cultivate the sense of living contact
with Christ. You will not then be looking to
see how much is wrought out in you, but you
will be occupied with the fulness in Him.

One thing more; this chapter shews us Christ
gone up on high, and having led captive the
whole power of the enemy, He has given gifts
to nieu. What I have been saying is more
connected with Christ giving living water, but
there has been 11 good deal of prayer as to the
ministry that may be given at these meetings,



14 TRUTH FOR THE TIME.

and God does give ministry and it is of His
grace to do so. To use a simple illustration
0. beautiful plate of fruit might be set on a
table with liberty for each to help themselves.
God does not act to us in that way, but He
ministers the blessings which He has provided
in Christ-the plate of fruit is, so to speak,
handed to each, and thus the most timid get
their portion ministered to them.

Christ has given gifts, so that the saints may
be better acquainted with Him and built up in
Him. Whether it be the pastor or evangelist
who ministers, there is light given as to Christ
and the fulness in Him. It is a great thing for
those who minister to be so in nearness to Christ
that they may be able to convey an impression
of Christ to those they minister to. It is not
how much we can say or how well we can say
it-a few words spoken by one who is near
Christ will be of profit. When we are near
Christ it makes us lowly in our thoughts, and
it will prevent our being cast down through
looking at ourselves and seeing how little we
have profited by the ministry we have received.
Or again, if we look at the church, and see
the ruin and failure of that which bears the
name of Christ, how is that to be met? Not
by attempting to do great things, but by a
spirit of lowliness obtained through contact with
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Christ. God will never make anything great of
us; as of old, our place is to be "an afflicted and
poor people" who trust in the name of the Lord.
It is in the sense of our own nothingness that
we get the sense of Christ's glory j but we need
to be awakened to see it. In the vision of
Zechariah iv. the prophet was given to see what
Israel is to be according to God's purpose. He
saw the candlestick and its light sustained by
the two "sons of oil "-the priesthood and
royalty of Christ; but the prophet had to be
awakened to see it, as a man is wakened out
of his sleep. It is a great thing to be wakened
up to see what is in God's mind, the display
in the saints of His glory in Christ, and I feel it
a great privilege to stand here, and look at the
saints around me in the consciousness of how
God is working out His purpose in us, by bring
ing each into contact with Christ, so that each
may know something of the fulness that is in
Him, and that we may all be built up in Him.

T. H. R.

---.-:>.---



FELLOWSHIP WITH THE SON OF GOD.
(JOHN IX. 35-41; x, 29-35; XVII. 11, 12.)

I HAD it on my mind to say a word or two on
this scripture before I came, and what our
beloved brother has said has greatly encouraged
me. What is so striking to me is the way in
which this blind man reached the Son of God.
He had to stand against everything, natural and
religious opposition; but he had to reach the
point, and he did reach the point where Christ
could take him up and lead him on. He reached
the point where Christ could say, "Dost thou
believe on the Son of God?"

At the end of chapter viii. the Lord asserts
His eternal existence, and says, " Before Abraham
was, I am j" and then at the beginning of chapter
ix. He acts as Messiah in giving this man sight.
I i">uppose in connection with Isaiah xxxv. 5.
So whilst the Lord Jesus Christ duly acted and
made clear that He was the true Messiah, there
was something beyond that; that is, He only
acted towards him in that way to bring him
into His line, His present line, that he might
know Him as Son of God. And directly he
knew Him as the Son of God He led him on.
It is a great point to understand that. If we
desire to be led into the counsels of God the
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Father, we shall have to fall into company with
the Son of God.

The Galatians were trying to drop back into
the thought of the Son of David, and Paul, in
contrast to all that, says: "I live by the faith of
the Son of God," not the Son of man, or the Son
of David. What has brought the weakness and
failure into Christendom I think is, they have
lost the sense of Christ as the Son of God. We
must acknowledge the privilege the Lord gives
us in gi\'ing us this truth and the ministry to
this end. Directly the man knew Him as the
Son of God He brought him on.

To me it is an important point. He had to
get outside of existing circumstances to reach
Him, and directly he was outside everything the
Lord heard that they had cast him out, and
when He had found him He said unto him,
.. Dost thou believe on the Son of God? " You
have the Lord with him outside the religious
element of Judaism and the natural element
also. The man stood his ground well. We
would all allow that. The Lord had hidden
Himself, He was not there to back him up, as
we say-he had to face everything alone. We
find the same thing in chapter v., when He had
cured the impotent man at the pool of Bethesda,
He did not put his bed on his back. The man
took up his bed, and the Lord hid Himself-
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perhaps to see how he would carry his bed
but he got outside, and then the Lord finds him
in the temple. But here the Lord discovers
Himself in order to see, I think, how he would
carry the mercy. It is often a difficult matter
to carry a mercy. We sometimes get on very
well in adversity, but not so well in prosperity.

This man had the immense mercy of receiving
his sight. The Lord gave him his sight-it
surely was an immense mercy, and he stood the
test well, and then he is found by the Lord
Jesus who had also been rejected, and -the Lord,
I think, communicated His secret to him. (Ver.
37.) He was in a worshipping state, as we find
in verse 38: "He paid, Lord, I believe. And he
worshipped him." The worshipping state is the
receptive state, and the state in which to learn
the things of God. There is an immense deal in
attitude in scripture. We can most of us trace
the way in which Old Testament saints had
their communications made to them. The pos
ture and attitude was clearly in connection with
what they were going to receive; indeed, the
attitude seems pretty much to shew the nature
of the communication. You can see it whether
in regard to the revelation of the Almighty to
Abraham, or Jehovah to Moses at a later time.
And this man worshipping is made the subject
of these communications.
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I would say to each one here, how wonderful
it is to have communications from the Lord
Himself! But there must be an attitude and a
state of soul to receive it. The moment he was
in this condition the Lord began to talk to him,
and He leads him on and discovers to him that
He was the Shepherd and had the sheep. He
had taken him out of darkness and brought him
into fellowship with Himself, and then there is
nothing that He will not make known to us. If
we keep in fellowship with Him we may expect
any kind of blessed communication He can
make j but if we keep outside there are not
many communications He can make.

But my point is how you reach the place
where Christ can lead you on. This man had
to meet four different classes of opposition, and
then he gained the point where Christ could
meet him. Do you think we have all reached
it, the point where Christ can have fellowship
with us?

We may all greatly prize it and seek to reach
that point!

I referred to chapter x. In chapter x. he is
led on to the Father's counsels. I read the
passage. We must be in fellowship with the
Father's Son to be led into the knowledge of
the Father's counsels. What a thing for that man
to find, and for each of us to find that we are
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not only the object of the work of Christ but the
subject of the counsels of God. When he had
reached that point then the Lord tells him:
" My Father, which gave them me, is greater than
all; and no man is able to pluck them out of
my Father's hand."

Then in chapter xvii. I read a verse to shew
how blessedly the Father takes up His charge
concerning us. He commits those who were the
objects of His counsels to the Father's keeping.
He said in chapter x., "My Father is greater
than all," and now He says, " Holy Father, keep
through thine own name those whom thou hast
given me."

The Lord grant that each of us may enter
into it!

It is a blessed thing to realise the fact. The
blind man did not meet Him as the Son of God
at first. He did not stop with having his eyes
opened, but he went on and on till he could know
Christ as the Son of God. Paul began his
preaching that way that Jesus was the Son of
God.

The Lord grant us this grace that we may
know what it is to be in fellowship with the
Son of God, because it is in Him we grow, and
from Him we learn and enter into the things of
God. J. S. B.

e" ~c:::::3: '*..



THE PLACE OF CHRISTIANS IN
GOD'S WAYS.

(TIT. n, 11-14.)

I DERIRE to say a few words in connection with
what has been already presented to us as to the
place of Christians down here upon earth.

I feel one thing, that we need to be much
more individual. What I mean by that is, that
we need to be more free in spirit from de
pendence on anything external: that is, upon
association, and especially upon association that
is peculiar; for our association is more or less
peculiar. It is not normal. It is to a large
extent owing to the existing state of Chris
tendom. But I think we want to be free from
dependence on association, or on meetings, or on
ministry. While we do not undervalue these
things, and while, in a certain sense, the Lord
may take account of a company. yet we do
not want to take account of ourselves in that
way, but as individuals. I cannot make out
any defence of our position as a company. It is
as individuals we have taken our stand outside
the organisations that are accredited in Chris
tendom, and we have not done so in order to



22 TRUTH FOR THE TIME.

form a company. We may be found together
as being of one mind and one judgment-s-thab
would certainly be an effect of the truth upon
us-but we cannot set up to be a company or
an organisation or anything of that kind.

Our path is peculiarly individual, and I would
desire to see that maintained; I think a great
many go on in dependence on what is to their
eyes an organisation, or on meetings, or on
ministry.

It has been said, and truly, if we are witnesses
here to anything at all it is to the ruin of the
church; and what is essential in this is, that
everyone of us should be in the faith of the
place and should seek to be marked by in
dividual fidelity. Nothing will compensate for
the lack of that.

Another thing I want to touch upon is the
place which the church has in the line of God's
ways here upon earth. That is a very important
point to distinguish. We have already had dis
tinguished the place to which God has called
us, and that which He has given us to occupy
down here. You must distinguish between
these, because when we are actually in the
place to which God has called us-that is,
heaven-we shall no longer occupy the place
we now have down here. The two things are
kept distinct in scripture. It is very important
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to apprehend the place the church has in the
counsels of God as unfolded in Ephesians, God's
ca.lling on high in Christ Jesus. But we want
also to have a sense of the place in which we
are set here in the line of God's ways on earth.
It is the place in which we are called on to
prove our faithfulness; you must apprehend the
place in order to be found faithful in the place.

I can illustrate this by any well ordered
household. My son might count it his
greatest privilege to be in communion with
his father, in concert with his mind, entering
into his thoughts; hut I might send my son to
be a porter at the door, or anything else, and
that is where he would prove his faithfulness.
It is very much the same with IlS. God has
called us to His eternal glory-that is true;
but we are set in a certain place in the course of
things down here, and there we prove our faith
fulness. That is where practical righteousness
comes in, and that is what we have to look to.

One word I would say, if you do not know
how to fill a small place you will never know
how to fill a great place. We are not called
upon. to fill a great place here. There is a great
place, and God has called us to it; but we have
to do with small and few things down here, and
in these we have to be faithful. They are the
things suited to us in our present condition,
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because in that we are not equal to or fitted
for great things. But in the small things we
can prove our faithfulness.

It is no new thing that I am pressing, You
will find it in the history of God's people from
the beginning. Take Abraham for an instance.
Great things were made known to him; he was
to be the heir of the world and all nations were
to be blessed in him. These were large thoughts,
but Abraharn had to do with small things here i

he was a stranger and a pilgrim, wandering
about with no settled abode, no land to call
his own here, no grf'at things here; though in
God's thoughts he had a large place. So with
David. The greater part of his life was spent
in suffering and conflict. He had to suffer and
have patience before he came into the kingdom.
I might go a point further; even with regard to
the Lord Himself it was so. He was to go up
into heaven to fill all things; everything is to
be headed up in Him; but He says, "I have
a baptism to be baptised with; and how am I
straitened till it Le accomplished "! He had to
do here with suffering and disappointment
with small things. He had to descend even into
the lower parts of the earth before He went
above to fill all things.

Paul will have a great place in the day of
Christ, he will have a crown of righteousness,
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and yet, as we have already heard, he had to be
a prisoner in bonds. In a sense the beginning
of his apostleship was more glorious than the
end. He had to be long a prisoner and in
the end of his course he suffered martyrdom;
but he had a great place in the counsels of
God. So with the twelve, they will sit on
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel; but
they hac! to do with small things and suffering
here.

It is a great principle in connection with what
we are down here, that we have to prove our
fidelity in small things, and so no doubt we are
prepared to enter into the great things which
God has prepared for us.

Now in regard to what we have here in Titus:
"The grace of God that bringeth salvation to all
men has appeared." (Vers. 11-14.) WP. get a
remarkable opening up undoubtedly of the ways
of God. All is on the line of God's ways which
anticipated this appearing; they were in view
of that moment. It is impossible to go through
the Old Testament without seeing this. God
was dealing outwardly on other principles with
men, but we get glimpses of grace coming out
continually in the Old Testament. When God
clothed Adam and Eve with coats of skin, and
so too in the figures and sacrifices under the law
we get glimpses of it. And yet it had not
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appeared. Now it has appeared with its teach
ing to us.

But you get also the blessed end and issue of
God's ways. "The appearing of the glory of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." So
we are told elsewhere, "We rejoice in hope of
the glory of God," That is what all is going on
to, and it is a great point to apprehend that.
It is a great thing in this world to know that
the glory of God is goin~ to appear. And in
the glory of God everything that He has pur
posed will be brought to pass. When God
shines out in the moral effulgence of what He is
in Christ, that will bring all out in its train.
God presents His grace now in the way of
testimony, and allows this to go on, but all
will issue in His glory. A world according to
God will come into view that will be in the
light of all that He is. It is the glory of God
that will bring eternal life into this world. The
glory of God is the end and issue of His ways i
but it is a part of His ways that the grace of
God has appeared now bringing salvation.

Well, what is the mind of God for us in regard
to all that ? You get it here: « Teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this pre
sent world." And again, we read that Christ,
died to "redeem us from all lawlessness, and to
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purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works."

I would like just to touch on three things in
the ways of God, which are realised, or are
intended to be realised, in Christians here on
earth: first, a peculiar people, zealous of good
works; secondly, the one flock of which Christ
is the Shepherd; and thirdly, the house of God
where God clwells.

These are not new thoughts. But the re
markable thing is that while Christians have
properly no place here, these things come out
in them morally, and the value of this practi
cally is very great in regard to us. We are left
down here to fill up an interval. Israel is set
aside for the time being, but the church has
come in to fill up the interval j and, while
things belonging to Israel are realised in us,
we look for the blessed hope and appearing
of the glory of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ-for the moment when all that
God has in view will be brought to pass .

•Now in regard to "a peculiar people, zealous
of good works;" that is not the height of our
calling, I admit, but it is a great thing that we
are left down here to be that. What do you
learn in that? You get the practical setting
aside of the workings of your will; you abide
in Christ. The other side is, that Christ abides
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in us, and that is of the last moment, for if
Christ abides in us His mind is in us. We have
His view of everything. It is a wonderful thing
that it should be possihle to apprehend things
according to Christ. Our tendency is to look at
things according to the outward appearance, but
it is a great thing to apprehend things according
to Christ.

Then as to the flock. What is the gain of
that ? You follow the Shepherd, and in follow
ing the Shepherd you learn what the Shepherd
is. That is the value to us. A flock is not
exactly the height of God's thought as to us.
There is no flock in heaven, but it is God's
thought for us down here. Just as I might
(to return to my illustration) set my son to some
thing that is not exactly in the height of his
position. But the flock is a great thing for
us. To learn the goodness of the Shepherd
in following Him is a great thing. The Lord
says, "I give unto them eternal life; and they
shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them
out of my hand."

Then in regard to the house of God. I quite
agree in what has been said already this morning.
It is the place where God is known; and in the
bouse of God you have boldness to enter into the
holiest. And in the holiest you learn the re
sources of God. Christ is there, and all the
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resources of God in Him. That is the gain in
the holiest. The ark of the covenant is there.

We are called to occupy that place in the
ways of God here, and while it is a test of our
fidelity, it, is, on the other hand, of the greatest
possible value to us, and the place which God has
called us to occupy here is as much as we are
equal to. As of old, God had a great place for
one and another; the place they were called
upon to occupy here was that suited to their
then condition; and you may be sure that in
our present condition the place we have to
occupy is the place suited to us. It is important
to see how this comes out in the ways of God
down here. Until Christ came all was .looking
forward to the appearing of the grace of God j

now this has come in, and we are looking for
ward to the appearing of the glory. And when
the glory of God is displayed it will be set forth
in the church; and the setting forth of God's
glory there will be a great day for the world.
The world will be filled with the glory of
God. God is coming out in all His moral
effulgence, and the glory of God will dissipate
the darkness here. The church will come out
as the vessel of that glory. God willshew in
the church the exceeding riches of His grace.
We are learning now, as affected by His grace,
to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this
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present world. We get instruction in the
present time, that in the time to come God
may be able to shew forth in the church the
exceeding riches of His grace. That is the
glory of the church. The church will come
down having the glory of God, her light like
unto a stone most precious.

Well, I just wanted to distinguish between the
place to which God has called us and the place
He has given us to occupy in His ways down
here on earth. It is well to recognise it, and
in that view it is most important to understand
what the issue of those ways is, namely, the
appearing of the glory of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ.

F. E.R.
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(~IATT. XIII. 31-46.)

T. H. R. I was thinking that we might touch
upon the ruin that has come into Christianity.
The mustard tree was more running in my
thoughts than anything else. What has struck
me very much with regard to it is the contrast
you get brought out between the mustard
tree and the leaven, and the other two parables
which describe what is precious in the eye of
Christ. Another thing has struck me, and that
is the way in which the life of Christ came out
in a man like the Apostle Paul; and in connec
tion with that, I am not thinking so much of
ecclesiastical failure as of that which has been
more before us this morning, that which is
individual. In the Epistle to the Philippians
one does see in the Apostle Paul the two great
parts of christian life down here: the lowly
following Christ on the one hand, and on the
other, the energy which pursues the Object that
is set before us, to be conformed to Christ in
glory. If we compare that which Paul did with
ourselves and with what we see around us-all
the great show of the _mustard tree, all that
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goes on in the present world that is so unlike
Christ-~'e come to a sense of the ruin in the
midst of which we are. There are the two
parts of christian life, one is taking the same
place of nothingness which Christ took down
here, the lowly path of obedience to the will of
God; and the other the energy that pursues the
object which is set before us. In that which is
around us we see self-assertion and earthly
minded ness, and it is a danger for us.

J. S. B. The tree is what it becomes.
T H. R. Yes; a great tree planted in the

earth, spreading its branches, and becoming a
centre of attraction, is certainly not making
oneself of no reputation, going down and being
obedient to deatb.

J. S. B. A tree in scripture is the figure of
earthlyg reatness and grandeur-see Pharaoh
nechoh, king of Egypt, and Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon. The mustard tree is what it
becomes.

T. H. R. It is what the kingdom of heaven
becomes in the eyes of men.

W. B. Do you take it that it was no part of
the divine intention that it should become like a
great tree?

T. H. R. No part; I do not think it was what
was in the mind of Christ at all.

D. L. H. Do we not get that in the treasure
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hid in the field? What it was in the Lord's eye
was something hidden.

E. H. C. The evil side comes out first.
T. H. R I do not think the Lord could plant

anything conspicuous in the world where He
was crucified, and where all had gone astray
from God.

F. H. B. Whatever is of God is hidden in
this world. What appears before men is of man
and according to man. Christ Himself was not
anything great in this world; He was not
recognised by man.

W. J. Sowing was to produce something for
God. That would be morally great.

T. H. R Ah, yes, morally great.
"'. J. Is there not a link between what is

sown and what is coming out by-anti-by publicly
-the kingdom of the Father?

F. E. R. Yes, I think so. The good seed are
the children of the kingdom in the parable, then
we get in result-the righteous shine forth as
the sun in the kingdom of their Father.

W. J. Does not the apostle link the testi
mony with the glory? 2 Thessalonians i. 10:
., Because our testimony among you was be
lieved." That is connected with the kingdom.

F. E. R. Yes.
F. O. Do you think there is a correspondence

or contrast between the three first similitudes of
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the kingdom and the latter three-what the
kingdom was in the eyes of men and what it
really was for Christ? In each case there is a
kind of contrast to what you find in the other
three. There is what is great in the eyes of
men like an oversbadowing power, but the little
pearl in the hand of Christ is much more to
Him. If the woman hid the leaven, the treasure
was hid by Christ.

F. E. R. What is often spoken of as the ruin
of the church, I take it, is that the church has
assumed a form and character in the world that
God never intended.

T. H. R. Exactly.
GEO. C. If it had followed the Philippian

line, it would never have been that.
F. E. R. No. It is easy enough to see that

the moment the kingdom becomes conspicuous
in the eyes of men, it proportionately loses its
proper moral character.

T. H. R. That is not according to Christ. Do
you take it that leaven is the working of human
ideas?

F. E. R. I think so. All is brought down to
a level and character which suits man.

T. H. R. That is, it would indicate the spread
of Christianity in a given sphere, but in reality
taught by the doctrines of men.

J. P. There is a connection between the two
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parables j the working of leaven is an invisible
process, the tree is seen outwardly. There is
the working of the leaven, and then you get
outwardly a great tree. a great system of things
in the world. I suppose they go together
morally.

QUES. Is it the thought that the outward
proportion is according to the inward corrup
tion? .

J. P. They go together.
F. E. R. Yes; but I think you must distinguish

between them. The leaven and the mustard
tree are two different similitudes. One repre·
sents one thing, and the other represents another.
The tree conveys the idea of imperialism, a great
conspicuous figure, which affords shelter. On
the other hand, the leaven hid in the three
measures of meal represents a great inflated
mass leavened by corrupted doctrine-s-they are
two distinct figurfs.

T. H. R. The mustard tree represents the
hierarchical system of things.

F. E. R. Yes, it becomes conspicuous in the
world, ruling over the kings of the earth. The
harlot will ride the beast. That is imperialism.
The three measures of meal leavened represent a
great inflated mass.

T. H. R. Permeating a given sphere.
F. E. R. Exactly.
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W. H. B-TI. Do you get the end of those
two views in Revelation xvii. and xviii. ?

F. E. R. I should think what you get in
Revelation is more the mustard tree. It is the
great city Babylon that rules over the kings of
the earth.

W. J. Does the apostle speak of leaven in
2 Timothy iii. where he gives a moral description
of the last days? Does that give the idea of
leaven?

F. E. R. Not quite to my mind. I think
leaven is very much more what is human. It is
the adaptation of Christianity to man. Every
thing is humanised.

T. H. R. That is the point-Christianity
adapted to human ideas.

M. G. Is it what is spoken of in Colossians ii. ?
F. E. R. Yes, that is it. " After the tradition

of men, after the rudiments of the world."
F. H. B. "They are of the world: therefore

speak they of the world, and the world hears
them."

F. E. R. What is our place in regard to all
these things? We have a perception of them,
and are professedly apart from them, but I do
not know whether we are apart from them
morally, and I fear in many minds there is a
kind of hankering after them. What was said
at the beginning was that if you stand outside
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these things, as recogmsmg the character of
them, you are a witness to the ruin. It is a. poor
kind of thing to be a witness to the ruin, but that
is pretty much where we are. I do not know
how far it is understood.

T. H. R. That is what was before me, that
we might see how far we are sensible of the
ruin and outside of it. The mustard tree is the
ruin.

W. B. This is a picture of the ruin of what?
T. H. R. It is the ruin of the kingdom of

heaven that is spoken of here. The mustard
tree is the ruin.

W. B. Do you distinguish between the church
and the kingdom of heaven?

T. H. R. I do; but in bringing in the king
dom the church comes into view. The mustard
tree is a great hierarchical system which Christ
never intended the church to be.

H. D'A. 0. It is the product of a false king
dom instead of the true. Babylon is a false
system.

T. H. R. You get the beginning of it in
Corinthians. "Ye have reigned as kings with
out us."

F. E. R. It is worth while to know what is
in our minds when we speak about the ruin.
When Christianity assumed a form and character
which God never intended, it was morally a
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ruin. God never intended that there should be
clergy and sacramentalism and all that sort of
thing; but that is the form that Christianity
has taken to a very large extent.

W. W. When we speak of the ruin, do we
not think rather more of it in connection with a
house than a tree? You would say that the
house has broken down.

F. E. R. I do not know that I should say
that. I think Christianity has.

F. H. B. Christianity was really intended to
produce a moral witness for Christ here, and
in that sense it has failed.

W. H. Does the failure embrace both the
kingdom and the church phase of things?

F. E. R. I think the ruin has come in upon
Christianity as a whole. I think every on", who
takes a place outside the great world order is a
witness to the ruin.

GEO. C. Are you not a witness to what
cannot be touched by ruin ? Was not Paul ?

F. E. R. You are not qualified to be a witness
to the ruin if you are not up to the mark.

REM. Our collective position is a witness to
the ruin.

F. E. R. I do not understand a collective
position.

QUES. "With them that call on the Lord out
of a pure heart," does not that imply a company?
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F. E. R. I do not mind who it is: it is any
body who calls on the Lord out of a pure heart.

Gm. C. What was in your mind when yoo
said that you do not understand a collective
position?

F. E. R. I think our position is essentially
individual. I cannot see any warrant for any
thing save what is individual in the present
state of things.

'Y. W. But scripture says, "Two are better
than one."

F. E. R. I agree to that. I cannot see how
we can be a witness to the ruin if we are lawless.
A lawless man cannot be a witness to the ruin,
he is in the ruin. If you get two people walking
in righteousness they will naturally be drawn
together.

F. H. B. A good deal has been said about
OUT fellowship.

D. L. H. I think that means christian fellow
ship.

W. B. I often hear the expression, "So-and
so is not in OUT fellowship." If we use such
terms, what is meant?

F. E. R. I should suppose that what is meant
is that So-and-so is not walking in the truth. If
a man is going on in Bethesda, I should not say
that that man is really in the fellowship of the
truth.
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D. L. H. I have heard you say that the only
warrant for our going on together in fellowship
is in that passage in 2 Timothy: "Follow right
eousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that
call on the Lord out of a pure heart."

F. E. R. Quite so. It is the only warrant I
know for it.

D. L. H. Then we muat go on without any
pretension, or without any idea of what is called
corporate witness.

T. H. R. What you mean is that we cannot
claim to be an ecclesiastical company in any
sense.

F. H. B. We are in danger of becoming a
tree.

F. E. R. Well, a small tree.
REM. I suppose we cannot help walking

together if we are each walking in the truth.
F. E. R. I do not mind at all if the truth is

the bond. There are, I fear, a great many in
fellowship with us who look upon brethren as
an association, or something of the kind, on
scriptural lines, and they are borne along
with it.

B. D' A. C. I suppose it is that you really
stand aside and through grace wait for Christ,
and if there are any others waiting they are
glad to break bread with you; not forming
anything.
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F. E. R. Quite so.
T. H. R. I do not see in the seven churches

that anything is under the eye of Christ but
Romanism and Protestantism -Thyatira and
Sardis; all the sects, ami so on, are not anything
under the eye of Christ, they are all part of
Protestantism. It is Romanisrn on the one
hand and Protestantism on the other.

F. H. B. What about Laodicea?
T. H. R. That is part of Protestantism.
QUES. What of Philadelphia?
T. H. R. That is also part of Protestantism.
W. H. B-TT. Do you think these parables

have any connection with the previous part of
the gospel-the tree and the fruit-and the tree
that bringeth not forth good fruit is cut down?
I thought of Christ as the green tree. He was
removed. The trees of the earth were cut down
because of the evil in them.

F. E. R. I think the fig tree has been cut
down for good; but the fig tree represents man
under culture, and it is cursed.

D. L. H. The tree that is spoken of here is
not in connection with fruit good or bad. It is
connected with shade and overshadowing.

QUES. When you speak of "individual," is
there not such a thing as the unity of the
Spirit?

F. E. R. Yes; but if you are a witness to the
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ruin, you do everything right, else you are no
witness. If you are lawless you are involved in
the ruin. The mystery of lawlessness already
works, and it is only as we are apart from it
that we are a witness to the ruin.

QUES. Is there any company that can act
with authority?

F. E. R. Ko.
QUES. How then can we deal with evil?

F. E. R. You do not go on with it. There is
no need to go on with evil.

W. A. W. Are we to look for" faithful men "
to-day?

F. E. R. Yes, I think so. I think we seek to
act according to the truth.

REM. It has often been said that it is only
the assembly that can put away.

F. E. R. I am a bit afraid of the collective
idea. The meaning of putting away is to get
apart from evil. I think the only thing that
can act with the authority of Christ is the
church. I do not think two or three acting in
Christ's name is really the church, only they are
guided by the principle of the church.

A. H. If you went into a place you would
try to find those who are calling on the Lord
out of a pure heart?

F. E. R. Yes, certainly; but I should not
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recognise a ·company. If I were asked to what
company I belong, I should say, " To none."

QUES. Would you address a letter of com
mendation to the saints ?

F. E. R. Yes; but it is not because I recognise
a company, but because I know there are saints
there who call upon the Lord with a pure heart;
but those few saints are not the church.

QUES. What is it if it is not a company?
F. E. R. A sort of two or three held together

by the truth. In acting we can only act in the
light of the church.

J. P-LL. Would the expression, "Tell it to
the assembly" hold good now?

F. E. R. The principle of it would, but I
think we are in danger of getting into an organi
sation. We have lists of meetings or address
books.

F. H. B. When you speak of a company you
are using the word in the sense of an ecclesiastical
company?

F. E. R. Yes. People do their best to force
us into some ecclesiastical position. Brethren
are not an addition to the system around us;
it is the very thing we have to contend against.
I do not see any warrant for standing apart from
what is in Christendom, but in seeing that it is
not according to God, and this is individual.

J. P-LL. How would leaven affect us now?
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F. E. R. You will find in Christendom that
the precepts of Christianity are very largely
adapted to man as man. Men can take up an
official position as men. For a clergyman it is
not necessary that a man should be converted.
I have no doubt that a great part of the world
is largely affected by the precepts which you get
in the epistles, but they are applied to man as
man.

QUES. We have heard recently that many
have taken the path without faith in it; is that
what is in your mind to guard against?

F. E. R. Yes; if people take account of
brethren as a company, and attach themselves
to them as such, there is no faith for the path,
and they are hanging on some one else. I do
not know what the end of it will be. We are, I
fear, dragging on a lot of unwilling people.

W. B. What about young people who desire
to take their place to remember the Lord? May
they not be instructed?

F. E. R. Yes; but they not only want in
struction but faith for the path.

REM. Abiding in Ohrist meets every difficulty.

F. E. R. The sad thing to me is, that I see a
great number to-day who do not. seem to be
abiding in Christ, I do not say that they are
not Christians, but they are in measure lawless.
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The only antidote to lawlessness IS abiding in
Christ.

GEO. C. What is our warrant for breaking
bread at all if you get rid of the company idea?

F. E. R. If you do not act in the light of the
Lord, yOIl are lawless. We want to walk in the
light of the church. The moment we go out in
thought to the whole church all is plain sailing.
If a Christian isolates himself he is lawless; but
we want to keep ourselves and our own minds
clear of the company idea.

REM. There is a sense in which you can
look at the company by taking in all saints.

F. E. R. Yes, you are on plain ground then.
A. S. 1. You would have a great 0 bjection to

a Christian isolating himself.
F. E. R. Yes, I think he is lawless.
QUE.8. Does not breaking bread give the

thought of a company?
F. E. R. 1 break bread III thinking of the

entire company.
Rul. The one loaf takes in the whole of the

saints.
F'. E. R. Yes. In mind you take in all

saints, and you break bread in view of all
Christians ; we cannot compass all in fact, but
in our mind we take in all saints.

REM. You take in in your mind what is in
God's mind.
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F. E. R. Yes, exactly. "We being many are
one body." I do not see any warrant for taking
the place of a company when we stand apart
from the organisation of Christendom.

REM. The use of the word company involves
in many minds the idea of Rome kind of cor
poration.

A. H. The brethren.
F. E. R. Yes. The great point is that we

must each individually be in faith. I take
myself as an example; if anyone challenged
me as to what- I belong to in Christendom
I should say, "To nothing." It would not be
a quibble in my mind.

H. T. 2 Timothy is a great book for us now.
H shews a clear path. Follow first right
eousness, then faith, then love.

F. E, R. Yes; but it is with those who call,
&c.

A. S. L. It would be unbecoming for any
company of Christians to claim that they were
calling on the Lord out of a pure heart.

F. E. R. Yes, the individual does that.
QUES. When you speak of a company, would

not that imply everyone forming that company?
D. L. H. It is very difficult to convey an idea

of what it is to others. It is inexplicable to
people outside

F. E. R. I am not considering what they
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think, but what is in my own mind. My point
is as to where we are in regard to these things
in our own minds. I believe the thought in a
great many minds is that brethren are a com
pany in Christendom gathered together on
scriptural ideas.

REM. You would refuse their putting you
in a false position.

F. E. R. I am anxious to be out of a false
position in my own mind. I have no doubt the
position is an exceedingly difficult one.

H. D'.A. C. When we use the plural number,
" we" and" us," ought we not to take in in our
minds the whole church?

F. E. R Yes, I think so. The point with
regani to it all is the idea that people have
in their minds of the position taken up, and
of our relation to all that is going on.

A. H. Did not all this come out some years
ago in .. Fragmentary Remarks" ?

F. E. R. I am quite sure all this was in Mr.
Darby's mind. No one was more averse to any
thing like organisation than he was. The very
fact that anyone of us is seeking. to pursue
the truth of necessity brings us together for the
moment; but there can be no collective witness
to the ruin; it is individual.

A. H. Mr. Darby maintained that we were
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only two or three, and if we were a witness
to anything we were a witness to the ruin.

REM. Y011 are a witness to the ruin by abiding
in Christ rather than by taking pains to let
people know whom you are associated with.

F. E. R. I think so. I want to liee an end of
lawlessness amongst those with whom we are
associated. If we were abiding in Christ we
should stand clear of a great many things we
are now associated with. I see many people in
fellowship who assent to the truth, but who are
not governed by the truth. Do you think if
people were abiding in Christ, they would be
found in picture galleries? Is that suitable to
abiding in Christ ? If you are not abiding in
Christ, you are sure to be lawless.

GIW, C. How is this difficulty to be met with
regard to those who seek for help?

F. E. R The difficulty is, there are people
who have not faith for the path.

QUES. What do you mean by faith for the
path?

F. E. R. Take Moses. Moses had every
opportunity in the world, but he had faith
for a path. If people have faith for the path
they will be prepared for self-abnegation. If
they want to get the best of both worlds-to get
the things of this world as well as the things of
Christ, they will not be much good. It is not
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that we make a company. but our bond is the
truth. What we want to know more of is
living down here .in relation to the One in
heaven. I defy anybody to find any antidote
at all to lawlessness except abiding in Christ.
It certainly means the entire setting aside of
our own will.

QUES. Do I get a right impression that the
only thing for us is for the truth of God to be
made good in our souls individually?

F. E. R. Yes.
F. C. What would you say abiding in

Christ is ?
F. E. R. It is like the earth abiding in the

sun. It is coming under the influence of Christ;
you are held by attraction to Christ.

REM. If we are walking in the Spirit, we
shall be abiding in Christ.

F. E. R. I think the whole universe will
abide in Christ. and that is how God intends
to set lawlessness aside. In the meantime we
abide in Christ and He in us. I do not think
Christ will abide in you if you do not abide
in Him. If Christ is your Head Christ is your
intelligence, and you view everything according
to Him. Christ in the gospels never viewed
anything according to man. Man's thoughts
were continually presented to Him, but He
never viewed anything according to man. We
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have the mind of Christ, and we view
everything in relation to Christ and not to
ourselves.

J. P. I remember a brother saying that
practical Christianity may be summed up in two
expressions: the sum of the Spirit's teaching is
abide in Christ, and the sum of Christ's teach
ing is .. Love one another."

REM. I suppose if two persons were abiding
in Christ they would be loving one another,
and there would be unity?

F. E. R. I think so. The true principle is
..If we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship one with another." We
cannot get out of that - We have lello'Wship
one 'With another.



MORAL FITNESS FOR GOD'S
PRESENCK

(REVISED.)

(GEN. XL. 1-23; XLI. 14.)

I WILL also read a few verses in Romans vii.
and this will be a little indication to you that
what I have to say is very elementary. (Rom.
vii. 17-25.)

It was our brother's prayer just now which
encouraged me to read these few verses to
you. He made use of the expressions "moral
being" and "inward man," and it is of this
side of things I should like to say a little.

Perhaps you will say, what a strange portion
of scripture to take to introduce a subject like
that ! Well, I only read it by way of illustrating
what I want to convey. Nor do I feel adequate
to express even the few thoughts I have, and
therefore count upon your prayers that what 1
do say may be for profit.

Joseph is, no doubt. a very striking type of
Christ, but I am not going to regard him in this
light just now, but rather as a figure of one in
whom the work of God has begun-a believer;
and. strange as you may think it, I am going to
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regard one man as covering three men. The
narrative tells us that Joseph was "charged"
with the other two prisoners, the chief butler
and the chief baker; and no doubt until, by an
act of the king, deliverance came in for one of
them, he felt himself responsibly bound up with
both. Now I should like to make that figure
intelligible and helpful to the youngest believer
here.

The first thing that strikes one is this. There
was in Joseph a God-given judgment about the
other two men. One, according to his dream,
had lost everything belonging to the king that
he was in charge of; the other, figuratively
speaking, is presented to us as ministering joy
to the king. " Pharaoh's cup was in my hand:
and I took the grapes, and pressed them into
Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's
hand." (Vel'. 11.)

Joseph was enabled to express what was, in
reality, the mind of the king about these two
men: honour and liberty in connection with
one, and judgment in connection with the other.
That is, Joseph's mind, through the interpreta
tion of the dreams, was manifestly in accord
with the king's mind. Let us look at this more
closely. First, let us look at the chief baker.
With this man Pharaoh had entrusted certain
things; but alas! everything so entrusted was
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lost-lost beyond recovery. The birds of the
air came and took the bakemeats out of his
basket. How could the king make use of them
after that? How could he recover them? That
was not possible.

Here, then, is a little picture of the firat man,
that is, man after the flesh. In God's account
he not only lost everything but forfeited his
own life into the bargain. Upon that man, as
upon Pharaoh's chief baker, the sentence of
death had been passed. His case was hopeless.

Now in Romans vii, we wake up to the serious
fact that, though converted, the flesh is still in
us. That which answers to the chief baker, that
which merits nothing but condemnation, is found
within-hence all the groaning.

What, then, is to be done? There is nothing
for it but this: the man who deserves condem
nation, who deserves to have his history ended
by death, must go to the gallows. Here the
figure is defective, for the actual judg-ment of
the baker came after the sentence was passed
upon. him by Joseph. Whereas, in our case,
we only pass sentence on that which, in the
cross of Christ, has already come into judgment,
"God sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the
flesh." (Rom, viii. 3.) Long before we came
into any exercise whatever about sin in the
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flesh, its condemnation was accomplished in the
Person of the Sinbearer on the tree. In due
course we were brought into moral accord with
that judgment. Yea, the first moment of our
new history was when we virtually fell in with
that judgment, that is, when we were brought
to repentance, brought, in more or less degree, to
self-condemnation. It is true that, in principle,
this continues right through our christian history,
but nevertheless we begin with it. It lies at
the very foundation of that which God builds
up within us. It is bound up with the very
first movement of our new moral being. It is
a moral necessity for God, that the man who
lost all that God entrusted to him should have
unsparing condemnation. This he has received.
At the cross he received God's condemnation, in
repentance he receives ours.

But in the experimental exercises of the man in
Romans vii. there is that which morally answers
to the chief butler as well as to the baker; that
which answers to the one pronounced suitable to
go into the palace, as well as to him who only
deserved to go to the hangman's tree. There is
that which is discovered to be " working death,"
that in which dwelleth no good thing, that
which he hates; on the other hand there is that
which really answers to God's wishes. He says,
"I delight in the law of God after the inward
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man," answering, as far as it went, to Him who
said, "I delight to do thy will, 0 my God; yea,
thy law is within my heart:" to Him who loved
righteousness and hated iniquity. These two
essentials to ehristian blessing are to be found
in this chapter of groaning, although, as yet,
there is no power for either spiritual growth or
progress.

But to return to the figure. Be careful to
notice this. On the morning when the two
dreams were interpreted, Joseph only expressed
expectation from one man. Whatever expectation
before that he may have had in the other, it was
all over now. He could look for nothing in a
man that was doomed to the gibbet. Every
expectation of deliverance must now be centred
in the one who was destined for the palace and
the king's presence. And if before his execution
Joseph had no expectation from the condemned
baker, it is certain that he could have none after
wards. And this is just the lesson which the
Holy Ghost would teach us. " We rejoice in
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the
flesh."

There was, as it turned out, but a very frail
link between the one left in the prison and
the one who had reached the palace. It was
the butler's memory, and this a very leaky
one. But what have we got? We know a.
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Man who has gone in. Yes, but we also know
another Person who has come out-come out
not only to tell us of the dignity and honour
and glory of the One welcomed in, but able
to bring His love before us in such a way as
to produce in our hearts an inseparable attach
ment to Him. This is the Holy Ghost's mission.
How vast its importance! Well might the Lord
tell them to tarry in Jerusalem and not take one
step in their mission until this Witness of His
glories had come.

From our exalted Lord is now to be our entire
expectation, All that God could possibly desire
for us He finds in Christ, while all that is of
oursel ves, all that He could not take pleasure in,
has already had its condemnation in the same
blessed Person. For relief I turn my eye to
His cross and to Himself in glory for the
realisation of my every expectation. The apostle
could say, "I am crucified with Christ: never
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me: and the life which I now live in the t1esh I
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for me." (Gal. ii. 20.)

The great sin of professing Christendom to-day
is the ignoring practically of the presence and
witness of the Holy Ghost, leading to the setting
aside of the One who has, to use our figure, gone
to the glory of the palace, and the revival and re-
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cognition and exaltation of the man who has been
manifestly declared to be only fit for extermina
tion by the gibbet. Hence the Lord's touching
address to Laodicea. She says she has" need of
nothing," and yet He is outside the door !-well
off.without Him! Too blind to discern her own
naked, miserable, wretched state. " Thou
knowest not," but" I know:" How solemn the
contrast! Let us beware of gravitating toward
such a state.

Our blessed Lord has gone in, but not to
forget those He has left here, as the butler
forgot Joseph. He is going presently to bless
the whole earth with peace and plenty. His
glory will then fill the land; as surely as He
has gone up to fill everything according to God,
He will come back to claim everything for God j

but till then He will never forget us. If we
are in the" prison" and He in the" palace," we
are blessedly linked with Him, for His Spirit
dwells within us-our power to judge the man
who lost everything, and fix our expectation on
Him who is destined tofill everything. He who
is equal to filling heav-en with praises and earth
with blessing, is well able to fill our hearts to
overflowing. Even now He has made Himself
indispensable to us. Our association is with
Him, and the link with all that we were as
connected with the man that lost everything
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GEO. C.

is broken by His death. " He that sanctitieth
and they who are sanctified are all of one." It
is not enough to speak of being "in the good
of these things," which may become but empty
words upon our lips. If we are really in the
good of all this, we shall surely be in the joy of
it, yea, filled with the brightness of tha.t scene
from whence the Holy Ghost has come to report
to us the things that are there. May we be like
those of old who were" filled with joy and with
the Holy Ghost."

Two things mark the Book of Revelation:
one is the judgment from heaven of that
which God counts worthy of judgment; the
other is the appreciation of Him who, for us,
passed through death, and was "taken from
prison and from judgment" to fill all things.
To be in accord with these two things con
stitutes our moral fitness for His holy presence.
And assuredly as in principle these two things
in J oseph were the link with his own going into
the pala.ce, they are the link with the going
there of everyone of us. Without them the
clearest literal knowledge is most dangerously
deceptive.



THE LOVE OF CHRIST.
(GEN. XXIV.; CANT. rr.)

IT is with a feeling of weakness that I venture
to stand up in a company like this, but one or
two things that have passed since we have been
together have brought so vividly before me and
others one transcendent theme, because connected
with One who is exalted above all glory and
power.

The scriptures I desire to allude to are per
fectly familiar to everyone here I am persuaded.
You remember the story in Genesis xxiv. when
Rebekah was espoused to be Isaac's bride, and
when the nameless servant, whose business it
was to find her and conduct her home, said
it was time to go back to his master, they
said to Rebekah-and oh! may the words come
as a challenge afresh to your hearts and mine
"Wilt thou go with this man?" Will yOll go in
company with an unknown stranger to be the
bride of one of whom you have only heard and
never yet known? Her reply is beautiful:
"I 'Will go." And she went; and by-and-by
as they drew near to the end of the journey
this is the second scripture I want to remind
you of-she looked up and saw him coming
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in the field. She said to the servant, What
man is this who is coming to meet UR? Ab!
beloved friends, we talk and sing of going
to meet the Lord; we are waiting for His
return. But there is another side. Have you
ever gone up in thought to that waiting One
who is in the glory? If we are waiting here, He
is waiting there to come and meet us, to have
His joy, to present us "faultless before the
presence of his glory with exceeding joy."

Now if you turn to a verse I want to read
Song of Solomon ii, 1 : " I am the rose of Sharon,
and the lily of the valleys." That is he?' side.
Then, "As the lily among thorns, so is my love
among the daughters. As the apple tree among
the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among
the sons." YOIl get there her side, and His side.
She knows her place and her privilege, and, if
I may borrow a phrase used by our beloved
brother, she is in the good of the place that is
hers. Now turn for a moment to His side.
There is a great charm and beauty in these Old
Testament books, Many of us miss much by
not reading and studying them more deeply
than we do. "As the lily among thorns."
(Here it is the earthly bride.) Do you ever
ponder it, beloved brethren? Do you ever think
of the Lord's estimate of His bride, thus
the one fair thing in the midst of all this scene
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which is 00 full of disappointment on every
side? Most of us know what the thorns are.
They came in with sin and they are unfruitful
things, and in giving the picture of His bride
He 100kH down upon this sin-stricken worl. I
where the shadow of death lies, and sees her fair
.. as the lily among thorns." The bride is dear to
His heart.

Do you take it in, beloved friends? Are
you weary? Do you find the world full
of briars and thorns, difficulties on all sides?
But oh! to get the soul into the reality of that
love that never had a beginning and will never
have an end! Eternal love ! Let it cheer YOU?'

heart, dear young believer, to know that there
is a Person in the glory who laid down His life
because He loved you. Christ loved the church
and gave Himself for it, that He might, present
it to Himself a glorious church. May I say it
reverently, that is the prospect before the heart
of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is going to
present her to Himself. Who is He going to
present? The one spoken of typically III

Canticles as " my love."
May the sunlight of love like that which never

changes, and never will change, fill our hearts!
It will be brighter and brighter as the days go
on till we see His blessed face, not brighter from
His side, but brighter from our side.
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May we know what it is to be near Him
in the sunshine of His love, as the lily. Take it
home, beloved brethren, to your hearts, treasure
it there, and when there are storms and sorrows
and trials, let it come home to you afresh, and
thus be brighter and brighter, that Christ loved
the church and gave Himself for it, that He
might present it to Himself a glorious church.

We were reminded very happily this morning
about seeking to get near Him. We can always
get near to those whom we know love us, just as
a child is happy to be in the company of a
father whose love he knows. Every child has
its own place in the Father's heart. Cherish
the thought of the Lord's love, and the result
will be, you will have no wants that you
will not tell Him j you will want to be with
Him, and He will gratify your heart by-and
by. Maybe the hour is not far distant when
He will say - if I may use the figurative
language of this book again-U Rise up, my love,
my fair one, and come away!" And you will
go home to be with Him, and like Him for ever
in the prepared place in the Father's house.

May His love then so encourage us that we
may covet to be with Him for His joy and
praise for ever and ever! J. J. B.

---



TO EVERY ONE THAT HAS SHALL BE
GIVEN.

(LUKE XIX. 9-27.)

I TRUST my brethren will bear with me if I say
a word on a line of things which has been
pressing on my heart in connection with the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is plain
enough that if we are really waiting for His
coming we shall be active in His interests here.
It will not be a mere sentimental thought-we
know He loves us and we love Him, and that
He is coming to take us to Himself; but there
will surely be a great deal of exercise and heart
searching that we may be agreeable to Him in
His absenee ; and that we may act so as to
make the most of the good things He has
given us.

I only refer to one principle which seems to
come out from the Lord's own words in regard
to the kingdom: "Trade while I am com
ing." He left them His goods, and told them
to be trading with the same in His absence
trading with the Master's goods till He comes,
and they increased the goods by trading. The
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great result was-not that other servants were
added to the number (that might be a means to
the end), but that the goods were increased.

We were looking to the Lord at the beginning
of our meeting that we may be fruitful-that
what has been furnished to us may not fall
upon ground that only brings forth thorns and
briars. The Lord's eye is upon us at such a
time as this. He sees if we value what He has
given because He is the Giver. All comes from
Him, and we are to trade wisely with it in His
absence.

We must remember that we are in the midst
of a hostile population: "His citizens hated
him, and sent a message after him, saying, We
wiII not have this man to reign over us." And
the world has not changed its mind since those
days. It hates Christ as much as ever it did.
One feels, and speaks of it with deep humiliation,
how little one has recognised the hostility of the
world. We are in a world that hates Christ and
is determined so far as in it lies to keep Christ
off the throne. Well, God has taken care of
that, and will shew it all in His time. But
we have the great honour of being here as His
servants in His absence. So far as I see, there
never was such an honour conferred upon any
people in the history of God's dealings with
man. We are here furnished, and entrusted
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with goods by a. rejected and glorified Christ
all the good things He has given-to make
the most of them by trading with them during
His absence, in the power of the Holy Ghost,
so that they shall fructify and increase in spite
of every opposition.

May the Lord grant us to be as men who
know their Master! That man who laid up
the money in a napkin because he thought his
lord an austere man and feared him, and thus
had nothing to account for when he returned,
was a man who was ignorant of his master.

If we know His love and are taken up with
the thought of His appearing (one cannot speak
of it, but how great it is!) we shall be here
occupied with His interests according to His
pleasure. If we are really conscious of belonging
to Christ and in the expectation of His manifes
tati:m-" looking for the blessed hope and
appearing of the glory of the great God and
our Saviour," the line of truth which has already
been before us to-day-we shall be abounding
and faithful"; we are furnished with that which
is of Himself, not that we should trifle with it,
or adorn ourselves with it, but that we should
trade with it till Hp. come. Surely He has
gone into a far country to receive for Himself a
kingdom, and to return; and on His arrival
back He will bring us into personal touch with
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Himself, that He may know what everyone has
gained by trading.

I trust, beloved brethren, you will bear with
this feeble word for Christ's sake.

A.G.P.

---._.---



THE SITUATION, AND -HOW GOD
EFFECTS HIS PURPOSE.

(GEN. XI. 1-9 ; XII. 1-3; ROM. XI. 15, 22; ISA. XLII. 1-8.)

THE thought before me is to touch on two
things equally important. One is the situation,
as I must call it; and nothing can be more
important at the present time, particularly to
those who take any part in the work of God
down here, than to see the situation. We want
to be men of understanding; we are not much
worth without understanding. Scripture puts
great stress upon understanding. I mean under
standing of the times. That is what I mean by
the situation.

Everybody will allow that the situation is
formed by God, whatever the situation may be.
It would have no foundation if it were not
formed by God. The first point therefore is
to apprehend the situation which God has
formed. I do not think we can much benefit
others or take part in God's testimony if, as a
first principle, we do not understand the situa
tion.

There is another thing, and that is, how God
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effects His purpose. Both are equally important,
but in our minds we have to keep tbem clear.

I want this morning, if the Lord help me, to
unfold the situation on the one hand, and on the
other, to speak of the way in which God effects
His purpOlBe. God always effects His purpose
through a moral process in man. God always
has effected His purpose in that way. and ever
will, whether with regard to the church, or to
Israel, or to the nations.

The situation which( God has formed is not
always the same, but whatever it may be, it is
the light for the moment. It always has been
and always will be.

I go back to Genesis xi. There you get a
situation not formed by God, and it was a Vtry
terrible one. Man was alienated from God, and
God took account of the alienation. I use the
word alienation in contrast to reconciliation. I
find scripture uses it in that way. Well, there
you get alienation. Men came to the plain of
Shinar. This is in scripture the great seat of
idolatry. You find this in Zechariah v.-the
woman sitting in the midst of the ephah was
borne to the land of Shinar, to build a house
there, and there to be established and set upon
her base. The land of Shinar is the base of
idolatry. There they prepared to make a city
and a tower that should reach up to heaven.
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The practical result was complete alienation
from Ood. If I may use such an expression,
God's mind was alienated from man on account
of man's state. There is, I think, that view of
it. Men were allowed in a sense to go their
own ways, and in result were alienated from
one another. That was the moment from which
nations sprang. There was confusion of language,
and that was the proof and evidence that God's
mind was turned away from man. There cannot
be a doubt that that is the point where alienation
is really marked.

Well, the world goes on its way, and the next
thing is, God takes up a man. That man
was Abraham. Abraham became the beginning
of a world. God proposed to take up a world
of which the seed of Abraham should be the
centre. God's purpose was not merely to take
up a nation. He did take up a nation, but
a world was formed; and that was the situation
for the moment. I do not go into the detail
of that. But the existence of that world de
pended to a large extent upon the fidelity of
God's witness in it. Israel was the witness
against idolatry, and to the faithfulness and
goodness of Jehovah, and the world depended
upon the Iaithfulness of God's witness. What
came to pass was that, instead of being- faithful
to J ehovah, Israel fell under the influence of
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idolatry, and God in time allowed that world
to be swallowed up by Babylon-not merely
Israel, but the whole world of which Israel
was the centre, and in which it was the witness.
It was entirely set aside, and another world was
allowed to come in in its place, the great system
headed up in Babylon. God gave authority to
the Gentiles, and we get the times of the
Gentiles.

Then another situation comes in. The final
test to the Jews returned from captivity wa/
Christ. He came into the midst of God's people
as the seed of Abraham and of David, the sign
of God's covenant, and Israel stood or fell by
Christ. God in a way overlooked all that had
bappened-and this was the final test, and Israel
did not answer to it. Then we get the casting
off of Israel consequent upon the rejection of
Christ. Then that introduces another and new
situation, a remarkable situation, that is, the
reconciliation of the world; not God introducing
a world as with Israel, but the reconciliation of
the world. Israel became lost among the nations,
but there W3..'l the reconciliation of the nations
consequent upon the casting off of Israel, Pro
visionally the nations come under the influence
of the goodness of God. That was a remarkable
situation for God to create.

A good many would ask me, But how does
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it come about? Well, the moment Christ was
born you find, "Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good pleasure in man."
That was the announcement of the heavenly
host; their song in connection with the birth
of Christ. ..Good pleasure in man"! That is a
wonderful thing. Then further on we read that
Ohrist bought the field. And another wonderful
statement, He gave Himself a ransom for all.
So, too, He died for all. He accomplished
redemption, and on that ground the world
provisionally comes into reconciliation. The
casting off of the Jew is the reconciling of the
world. By the world I understand the people
in it, not an organisation. The world stands
provisionally in the goodness of God.

Now the point is, would the Gentiles continue
in God's goodness? That is the point you get
raised in Romans xi. They would not continue;
and the proof is that eventually they disallow
Christ and set up a rival: They Bet up Anti
christ, and so prove that they do not continue in
the goodness of God. They are cut off. Then
God reverts to His promises to Israel j He takes
them up again, and you get the world to come
formed.

I do not go into that; but I want to speak
for a moment on the importance of the present
situation, the reconciliation of the world, ODd
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the position of Christ in regard of men. I
cannot conceive anything more important than
the consequence of that in the way men come
under the regard of God. The point especially
with those of us who attempt in any way to
preach. is to open eyes; we want men to see
the situation. the position that Christ occupies in
regard of man. He is "the one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave
himself a ransom for all." That is the truth on
one side, in virtue of which the world has come
into reconciliation. All the world has come by
Christ into God's view. and is being tested as to
whether it will continue in the goodness of God.
If the Gentiles do not continue in God's good
ness they will be cut off. But in a certain way
they have come into the tree of promise, the
line of Abraham.

I take that to be the situation, and what we,
as servants, have to unfold. We have to unfold
what redemption is in its bearing in regard to
men, what the position of Christ is in reference
to the world, and the position of the world in
regard to Christ. Christ has a claim upon every
man in having died for all. If Christ has a
claim upon every man in virtue of redemption,
it is also true that every man has a claim upon
Christ on the same ground. Every man can
come in on that ground. In virtue of having
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taken up all men's liabilities and discharged
them, He has rightfully a claim upon every man,
and every man has a claim upon Christ. Christ
is available and accessible to every man. That
is the situation which we endeavour to make
plain in the gospel. Christ has bought the field j

He has paid a price for it j He gave Himself
a ransom for all. The world has come pro
visionally into reconciliation. It is not a state
of things that is final, but provisional. The
Gentiles are being tested at the present time as
to whether they will continue in the goodnesa of
God.

As a matter of fact we know they will not
answer to the test. The world will become
apostate. Antichrist will be set up in opposition
to Christ.

I say that much in regard to the situation.
Now I will add a word in regard to the effect of
it-how God accomplishes His purpose. If you
look at Acts xxvi. for a moment (vers, 16-20),
you can see that the apostle was the great vessel
God was pleased to employ for the opening of
the eyes of the Gentiles. The first item of his
commission was to open their eyes. I under
stand by that he was to undeceive them. The
way in which that was to be effected was by
the opening up of the situation. This would
always be the case; if people are in a false
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position, and you want to undeceive them, you
would seek to open up to them the situation.
The apostle understood the situation, and was to
go to the Gentiles to open it up to them and
their eyes would thus be opened.

If you could unfold to men the light that has
come unto them on the part of God-the advent
of Christ from heaven, His becoming a man
God having thus good pleasure in men-to
accomplish redemption; the discharging of man's
liabilities that he should not be under judgment
-what would be the effect? People would be
made conscious that they have been in darkness
and lawless. That is always the proper effect of
the preaching of the gospel, the presentation of
the situation, and the consequence is they turn
from Satan to God. The practical result is they
repent. It is there that everyone has to begin.
We must all begin with repentance.

The situation is of great benefit to us; if it
were not there, there would be no opportunity of
repentance. It opens the door. We all have to
go· in at that door. Man has to repent on account
of his previous state. Man has been in darkness;
he turns to light; he was lawless, and he turns
from lawlessness to God.

The next thing is this: when man is affected
by the situation he apprehends there is redemp
tion in Christ; he begins to apprehend what the
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mind of God is toward us in Christ. There is
forgiveness of sins. He gets that light, the
knowledge of the forgiveness of sins, the gain
of redemption. What follows upon that is that
he receives the gift of the Spirit. Christ is the
giver of living water to those who come to Him.
" To him that is athirst I will give to drink of
the water of life freely." He gets the living
water, and the effect of coming near Christ is to
bring us into the appreciation of Christ as the
covenant. "I have set thee to be a covenant of
the people," we read in Isaiah.

When Christ was here on earth He was the
covenant. Those who surrounded Christ and
appreciated Him appreciated the covenant. Take
Mary of Bethany: she sat at the feet of Jesus
and heard His word. To her Christ was the
covenant. The woman of the city who came
to Him and washed His feet with her tears
apprehended Christ as the covenant. That may
not be quite plain to all, but it is important.
I mean this, that Christ was the perfect ex
pression of God's disposition toward man, and
the effect of the presence of Christ was to make
men-those who came to Him-conscious of
what the disposition of God was toward man.
He was the covenant. Do you not think that
the disciples entered somewhat into the light
of God's disposition toward men? I think they
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had a sense of it with Christ in their midst. It
was so in the cases I have cited, and I might
cite others. Christ was the perfect expression
of what God was toward man, and this was
learned in the presence of Christ, and in ap
proach to Christ. He was the covenant to the
people. We want to appreciate Christ in that
light. If you want a verse to confirm it, I give
you the last verse of Romans viii, : "The love of
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." There
are two points in the new covenant, forgiveness
of sins and divine teaching. What is divine
teaching to us? As we come under the in
fluence of Christ we find that He is the expres
sion of all God's disposition towards us. If you
understand the love of God which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord, you come under that from
which nothing can separate you. That is the
covenant. It; is a great thing to appreciate
Christ, the divinely given covenant to man. The
old covenant was the law, the new covenant is
Christ.

What I plead for is the appreciation of Christ
as the expression of God's disposition to man.
You find the thought in 2 Corinthians iii. where
the apostle is contrasting the two ministrations.
" Now the Lord is that Spirit," that is, the Spirit
of the covenant. If you want to find the perfect
expression of God's disposition toward man, you
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find it in Christ. Christ stands as a Mediator
in relation to all men.

I will tell you now another step. As you
come into the appreciation of Christ you come
under the love of Christ. Christ loves those
who appreciate Him. I am quite alive to the
fact that " We love him, because he first loved
us;" but in coming into the appreciation of
Christ, in a way we command the affection of
Christ. You could not understand the affection
of Christ going out to those who do not ap
preciate Him. His affection goes out to those
who do appreciate Him.

"To whom much is forgiven, the same loveth
much." That is the principle. We appreciate
Him, and in that appreciation we come under
His love. Then we love Him, because He first
loved us.

You find this in what came out on earth.
Mary of Bethany appreciated Christ in a peculiar
way, and came under the affection of the Lord.
So, too, the disciple whom Jesus loved. It was
that he had a special and peculiar appreciation
of Christ. Jesus loved Peter and James too, but
there was a peculiar way in which John came
under His affection.

Well, how is it with regard to us? I do not
doubt that we are all orthodox and intelligent
in the truth; but how much do we appreciate
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Christ as the covenant of God? How does it
affect you in the detail of life? How far are
you prepared to throw everything over in order
to reach Him because you appreciate Him?
One is not to be detained by country or kindred
or father's house. It does not matter whether
one is a rich man or a pauper, because one is
prepared to sacrifice all because of appreciation
of Christ as the blessed expression of God's
disposition toward man. As you appreciate
Christ you come under His affection, and you
know His love and you love Him. I do not
believe things work in any other way. It is
along that line that God effectuates His pur
poses. God can create a situation. He has
created every situation and will create yet
another; but God goeH on, and by a moral
process in men He brings to pass the purposes
of His mind.

There is no doubt as to what God is doing at
this time. He has formed the church, and it
is by loving Christ that the church is brought
into view. What would be the good of the
church if it did not love Him?

Christ bought the field for the sake of the
treasure. He had the treasure in view, but that
did not bring the church to light. What brought
it to light was the response to His love. It is
a great thing to see the way by which God
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effectuates all His own blessed purpose. I am
often very thankful that. it is by a moral process
which takes place in man. We need to get
things distinguished in our minds. We want
to be clear as to God's testimony and the situa
tion as it regards all men. If you want to have
any part in the testimony it is of all-importance
to be clear as to this, but not to mix it up with
God's purpose to us. You see it as it affects
all men.

It is another thing to see how God brings to
pass His purpose, how He effectuates His will.
We have to begin very low down indeed; we
were in darkness and lawlessness; but it is a
very true and real beginning. Then we get a
little more light, step by step, until we come
by the Spirit to the appreciation of Christ as
God's covenant. This is a great point because it
brings you to this, that you are prepared to
sacrifice everything for Christ. I do not believe
we shall really get on until we are prepared for
that. It is a real moment in the· career of a
Christian when he comes to that-he counts
everything dross and dung that he may have
Christ for his gain.

Then we keep His commandments, and come
into the consciousness of His love. He loves us,
and we love Him. Thus the church is brought
into view down here. Not only do we love Christ,
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F. E. R.

but we love one another. You could not love
Christ without loving one another, and it is by
loving one another that men know that we are
His disciples; the church comes into view
morally before the world. It is not conspicuous
in this world, but in view morally because there
is the setting forth of what is characteristic of
Christ j the saints in that way present the
likeness of Christ. "As I have loved you that
ye also love one another."

It would, I am sure, be a great help to us to
understand these two things-first the situation,
and how it regards all men; and then the way
that God effectuates His will by a moral process
in man beginning with repentance.



THE ALTOGETHER LOVELY ONE.
"Yea, he is altogether lovely." (CANT. v. 16.)

BELOVED saints, is t.hat the impression you and
1 have got of Christ? If one thinks for a
moment of who He is and of what He has
done-the Son in the bosom of the Father,
who came here in such tender grace to make
God known to man and to declare the Father's
name, to do His will perfectly, and then to go
into all the distance of judgment and the shame
of death for you and me-if we think of Him
thus, it seems almost impossible but that the
language of every heart here must be, " Yea,
he is altogether lovely."

My point, however, is this, we do not arrive
at that all at once. I think there are steps, and
if you will allow me, I will try and trace a few
steps, seven perhaps, by which under God we do
reach this point. There may be some here who
have not yet tasted this blessedness, and may
God the Holy Ghost discover to each one of
our hearts just where we are on the road.

My first step is in Matthew xi. 28. "Come
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest." I think that
is the first step-it is when Christ welcomes
us to Himself: and how we love to go hack
to the first step, when Christ welcomed us to
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Himself! I think it is good to ponder over
that beautiful scripture in Genesis viii. where
the ark is seen on dry ground after it had
passed through the flood, a figure, I suppose,
of Christ in resurrection. Then·Noah builded
an altar, and we read, "The Lord smelled a
savour of rest" (ver. 2], margin), that is, in
Christ, in resurrection. In the cross every claim
of the throne had been maintained and met by
that blessed One, who expressed what God was
and in whose face all God's glory shines. Every
desire of the heart of the Father had been
gratified, and the basis laid, the eternal basis
upon which God could build up that great
superstructure of blessing and could rest. Our
hymn says, "God rests in Him j" and, through
mercy, you and I can say, "In Him I rest." He
welcomes us.

Let us now pass 011 to the Epistle of Peter.
for a moment. (1 Pet. ii, 3.) "If so be that
ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious." Not
only have we been welcomed by Christ, but we
have been attracted to Christ, and what has
attracted us is not only the wonderful grace
that brought Him down here, but all the grace
that shone forth in Him when He was here, and
all the ceaseless grace that He is ministering
to His people now that He is not here, and
they are. We have tasted that He is gracious,
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and I trust that every heart here has been
attracted thus to this precious Saviour.

Another step is in verse 7: " Unto you there
fore which believe he is precious." We are not
only attracted to Christ, but we become attached
to Christ. I think what attaches our hearts to
Christ is that we find out first of all how
precious we are to Him. Would to God we
took it in more! We are His treasure. As
we have been hearing, He gave up everything
and bought the field to secure the treasure,
It is as we learn that, that He becomes precious
to us. Then it is, I believe, we become attached
to Christ.

Then there is another step, and that is John
vii. 37: "If any man thirst, let him come unto
me, and drink." I take that as a very important
step. I have found it to be so in my own
history. He satisfies the heart. I suppose
many of us here, since we have been converted
to God, have been seeking to drink at other
streams, and God has brought us to this, that
" None but He can satisfy," and to us to-day,
through God's mercy, every other stream is dry.
Thank God if it IS so.

Let us pass on. There is another step-the
scripture has already been mentioned this morn
ing. 2 Corinthians v; 15: "And he died for all
that they which live should not henceforth live
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unto themselves, but unto him which died for
them, and rose again." I cannot 'speak much of
this. I believe it is a wonderful step, the step
of devotedness to Christ. But if we cannot
speak of our devotedness, we can speak to one
another of His devotedness to His people, and
that is what comes out here. Ah! beloved
saints, let us dwell on it. What greater proof
of His devotedness could He have given than
that He was prepared to go to the greatest
lengths and to the lowest depths. He not only
suffered, but He died.

"No man of greater love can boast
Than for his friend to die:

He for His enemies wast slain!
What love with His can vie."

Wedwell on His devotedness, fully expressed
as it was in His giving up His life: "He has
annulled death, and has brought life and in
corruptibility to light through the gospel." He
flits upon the throne, but He had to go down,
He had to die, and that is where His love was
tested and proved to the utmost. May God
touch our hearts with a fresh sense of the
devoted love of Christ that took Him into death
that He might open up the way of life to you and
to me and make it possible for God the Father
to bless us now and for eternity according to the
counsels of His love. May we meditate more
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upon these t,hings, for that is the road of soul
prosperity.

Then there is another step in John vii. 38:
f, He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath
said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water." That is testimony for Christ and to
Christ by those whose hearts have been attracted,
won and satisfied. It is out of the abundance of
the heart that the mouth speaks and in the
power of the Spirit of God.

The last step will be found in Philippians
iii. 8,9-14, quoted just now: "That I may win
Christ, and be found in him .... I press toward
the mark for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus." It is the energy of soul
that cannot rest here but presses forward to be
with Him and like Him, and to cast our crowns
at His blessed feet, for" He is altogether lovely."
Oh, beloved, may you and I be found such. My
thought just now is not so much to press the
greatness and glory of Christ, and especially as

they will be displayed in the day that is coming;
this, no doubt, has a powerful effect upon the
soul; but it is the love of Christ that has ever
constrained His people. Himself and His love I
believe to be the true secret and spring of power
and of piety and of fruitful service. May we
learn our lesson well, for His name's sake.

T.O.



THE PURPOSE OF GOD AND MAN'S
OPPOSITION TO IT.

(EPH. III. 8-11.)

I WOULD call your attention particularly to the
last verse I read, " The eternal purpose which he
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord."

I have been greatly impressed of late with
the tremendous opposition there is to the pur
pose of God. I mean in oneself. And I think
I have learned it particularly by seeing what
it was in the apostle himself. The apostle
learned the opposition there was to Christ; he
learned it in himself. No man ever lived, I
believe, who learned the opposition to Christ
in himself so painfully and tremendously.
Have you ever thought of those three days
when he was without food and without sight?
Have you ever thought what he must have
passed through all those days, in the light of
heaven at one moment, and in the next in the con
sciousness of all that he had been? He must have
gone through the greatest exercise, as he became
conscious of his terrific opposition to Christ. He
did not even know how it would end: He did
not know that on the third day Ananias (whom



THE PURPOSE all' GOD. 87

he had seen in a vision) would come to him with
such a wonderful message from that blessed
Man. There must have been tremendous search
ing of head as he discovered the terrific op
position he had made against God and against
Christ.

I do not say he understood then the place
Christ had in the counsels of God as he after
wards ministered it, but he must have had before
him the tremendous opposition he had made
against Christ.

And he was still alive! He had not been
slain on the spot. God had preserved him for
some purpose: he hardly knew for what; but
he was to go into the city, and there it would
be told him what to do.

lt seems to me it was a wonderful moment
to the apostle, to Saul, when that humble and
unknown disciple came and stood beside him.
And it was the Lord's way to use an unknown
man to do H. He would never put honour upon
flesh. He did not send the twelve apostles to
him. It was a wonderful moment when Ananias,
comparatively unknown, came and stood by him
and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus,
that appeared unto thee in the way as thou
earnest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive
thy sight and be filled with the Holy Ghost."

But I think it must have astonished him
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beyond all measure to learn the grace of Christ,
that He really had taken him up as a vessel for
Himself-that all through those terrible days
of darkness Christ had not been against him
though he had learned in a tremendous way
how he had been against Christ. But the
moment had come for the opening of his eyes
and receiving the commission committed to him.
Dear friends, I am greatly impressed with the
grace of Christ, and how it must have touched
him to see that instead of being against Saul
(though he had been terribly against Christ and
heaven but Christ had not been against him),
that he, of all men, had been chosen for a vessel
of testimony to the nations!

Do you not think he must have learned in
himself even more than ever he learned it after
wards through other people what the opposition
was against God and Christ? He had a very
painful history afterwards, he had to learn the
opposition even in the saints in his last days.
He saw people unwilling to go on to the great
things that had been made known and which
belonged to Christ, But in whatever way he
learned the opposition in others after, he learned
it in a tremendous way in himself first',

It must have encouraged him also, because in
spite of all the opposition in himself the Lord
triumphed; and that man became a vessel for
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Christ to take His name world-wide. And as
he saw the triumph of Christ in himself, I think
he must have been cheered in the thought of it.
He would learn that Christ was bound to
triumph in the end everywhere.

I feel in a way inclined to apologise for
speaking, because I am younger than many
here, this morning, and would not wish to
interfere with anything the Lord would give
through another channel that would help more.
But I have such a sense that there is not to-day
in the church of God that appreciation for Christ
of which we have been hearing. Appreciation
for Christ shews itself. If people really love
Christ they learn what He is in connection with
God's glory and God's counsels; and as they
learn it they find the present world becomes
smaller and smaller in their eyes, and they
look forward to "that day." I do not find
much about "that day" said amongst men in
the present day. Here we are in a world that
is opposed to us and opposed to Christ, and
the hopes of God's people have always been
led up Godward in the direction of "that day."
In the case of the call of Abraham it says:
he "rejoiced to see my day." And as soon as
the flood had taken place and Noah was out
on the new earth, the Lord gave him a covenant
and spoke of the eternal covenant, and the
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rainbow was the sign of it; and faith has ever
looked forward to the day when God will bring
about that to which He has pledged Himself. The
most wonderful day is going to dawn upon this
earth. It will be lighted up with glory, and
by whom will it be brought about? Through
Christ. And do you mean to say that anyone
can have affection for Christ and not have an
interest in all that concerns Him? Everything
depends upon Christ. All the glory, all that
Gool will bring to pass hangs upon Christ.

One notices how two great things are con
nected with God's purpose. The mystery as we
have heard-hidden in God through past ages,
and now brought to light, and what God has
brought to light is of the very greatest im
portance to all of us. Then, too, the truth of
eternal life is evidently on the line of God's
purpose. You could not think of it apart from
Christ. And there is just the same repugnance
to the purpose of God as to the church. You
must feel-many of you must feel-how few
understand about the church and what the
assembly is to God and in connection with
Christ, and it is just the same as to eternal
life. To my mind there is the same ignorance
with regard to both, and it seems to me the
reason is, that both are on the line of purpose.
What is the reason why we can give so little
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account of eternal life, or why we are so slow
to enter into the truth of the assembly?

You remember a dear brother, now with the
Lord, used to deplore how few seemed to know
anything about the church. It is the same
thing with eternal life, and I think the reason
is that both are connected with God's purpose,
and there is in one's own heart and natural
being the greatest repugnance to going on to
God's purpose in Christ. Suppose for a moment
the Apostles John and Paul were here, do you
think they would be caught by anything that is
going on in the world to-day? Do you think
what is affecting men's minds would affect their
minds? Take the Apostle Paul's line, the as
sembly; or John's line, eternal life-take it
what way you will-if you really had in your
mind the purpose of God, things here would be
of no account at all.

The great talk about imperialism, and so on,
shews really how little we understand what a
true king is-what a King of kings is. He is
morally above all kings, and all kings will take
their character from the King of kings in that
day. We read, "All the kings of the earth
shall praise thee, 0 Lord, when they hear the
words of thy mouth." (Psa, exxxviii. 4.) It shews
such ignorance when people are carried away
by present things-empire and all that; they
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have no idea of what a true king is according to
God. It would help us very much if we saw
more, and studied to learn more, what Christ
is. Everything hangs really on what He is.
He is the Son of God. The one who learned
that painful lesson in Damascus of his own
terrific opposition to God and Christ, was the
first to preach Jesus was the Son of God. What
a glorious outcome of his exercises! It would
have been worth while if the saints in Jerusalem
had gone to Damascus to listen to that first
preaching which was the outcome of those
terrible exercises. It was in connection with
the purpose of God.

The Son of God is the centre of those pur
poses. How could the Jews have eternal life
without the Son of God? The Lord said to
the Jews: " Ye search the scri ptures ; for in
them ye think ye have eternal life: and they
are they which testify of me. And ye will not
come to me, that ye might have life." They
wanted eternal life, but they wanted it their
way, and according to their thoughts. They
never will have eternal life without the oblitera
tion of themselves. When God commands His
blessings in Zion where will the nation be?
They will have gone out of sight. It will be
a new nation. Where was Saul of Tarsus when
the apostle was preaching the unsearchable riches
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of Christ? He was gone out of sight. There
was another man altogether, a lowly man. I
was very much struck with it yesterday-the
lowliness of the apostle, the prisoner of the
Lord. It was not only that he said he was
less than the least, but he felt it. No one
had been so determined to get rid of the as
semblyas Paul, and no one now was so devoted
to it; and he preached among the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ.

You see the same thing in regard to Israel
at the end. No nation will be so lowly as they
will be then; they will not be in any way proud
of themselves. If you speak of a great nation
to-day it is a proud nation; but that part of the
nation of Israel connected particularly with the
crucifixion of Messiah will go through great
exercises, and though they will have the greatest
place in the midst of the nations, they will be
very lowly. They will take character from
Christ and be most like Christ.

Though Israel missed the blessing of eternal
life, we have come in for it, but in a different
way. The nation would not have Him, but
the assembly has been formed, as Christ said,
"I will build my church i" and it is for us to
make much of the purpose of God in this way,
and much of Him in whom is eternal life, for
"This is life eternal, to know thee the only
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true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent."

You could not think of eternal life apart
from Christ, or apart from the knowledge of
the Son of God. The two things hang on it.
The Lord said to Peter, "On this rock I will
build my assembly." The Rock was the con
fession He was the Son of the living God;
and so, too, eternal life is likewise bound up
with the knowledge of the Son of God. " This
is the record, that God has given us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son. He that hath the
Son hath life."

Think of a people to-day in eternal life!
Eternal life is our portion, the great blessing we
have in Him. The very fact that eternal life is
here is a wonderful testimony to the Son of God.
You cannot go anywhere else for any blessing
now. You cannot go to the Jews or heathen
for anything, We have the greatest thing
people ever had on earth. We ought to be
able to say to the Jews, You have missed etern~l

life and we have got it. Things fail here;
health goes, and everything else; but where
is the source of life? Christ in glory, the
Son of God. There is not a greater testimony
to the Son of God on earth than that there
should be a people who are in eternal life. But
it has a very wonderful meaning for us. We
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have the true God and Jesus Christ His sent
One. The Jews used to boast they had the
true God, in contrast to the nations in idolatry;
but now we can say to the Jews, You have
no real knowledge of God nor eternal life,
you have missed it and we have got it, for
we have Christ, and He is H the true God and
eternal life."

That at once brings in the truth of the as
sembly, because you cannot think of one person
having eternal life alone. It is a company of
people to whom this blessing belongs, and it
would be a wise thing if we were more on
our guard against the counter influence of the
world. The Christian is doing great injury to
people around if he does not go on with Christ.
The real testimony is Christ. The state of
things in the world may be put very much to
our own door. If the church had been true to
Christ there would not have been such a terrible
state of things as we see around in Christendom.
It is because people have not gone on with
Christ.

What are we to do now? Try to put things
right? We cannot do that, but we can look
forward to and seek to be influenced by the
light of H that day," the day of glory.

The world is trying to impress us with the
great things in it. We can say, there are
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great things coming. Things here will end in
Antichrist, and will go into the lake of fire, but we
can look forward to what is eternal. Nothing
there will be displaced. Everything is eternal
when you come to God's counsels. I have been
struck with it in the Old Testament. God's
covenant with Noah was eternal and unchang
ing. When eternal life is brought in, nothing
contrary to it will ever come in and supersede
it. These things are lasting. The knowledge
of the Father and the Son will never be lost,
and the knowledge Israel will have in that
wonderful day will never be lost. It is a
wonderful thing to have in our souls the light
of what is eternal: "We look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not
seen; for the things which are seen are temporal,
but the things which are not seen are eternal."
Eternal things will never pass away. It is all
unchanging because it connects itself with the
eternal God. Evil will never come in after that,
or at least it will not gain the day; there will
not be either the reign of sin or man's rule after
eternal life has come in in Christ in a public way,
and there will never be again an evil age. Satan
may be loosed to test man, but only" for a little
season."

We ought LO seek grace from Christ to im
press people with the immense blessing we have.
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It is the city that has the tree and the river.
The river is in the city, and the tree is by the
side of it. It is a dry world, but we have
the river and the tree, and I would like to im
press people with that. No one knows where
the river flows to. We are told where it flows
from, but who can say where it flows to? That
makes you evangelistic. You can go every
where and tell people about the river of grace.
Those who are Christians have these great
t.hings. How can anyone get to the tree of
life without the river? The river comes first,
the tree second. If only people had the river
(the Spirit) they would have the fruit of the tree
of life. We ought to see to it that we have the
fruit, and not put it off till the eternal day, till the
millennium. We ought to be eating the fruit of
the tree, ever fresh and ever blessed, and to be
seeking to evangelise on every hand, to impress
people that things are greater than ever. We
should Le more than ever impressed with the
thought how great they are, and with what a
day will soon burst upon this world.

May God grant that we may be more set
upon God's purpose! It will make demands
upon us, of course. Look at that poor man
who came to Christ and said, ccGood Master,
what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life ?"
He was not equal to the demands upon him;
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and it always does make demands. The Jewish
nation will have to give up everything before
they accept Christ. They will have no pride of
ancestry or history or anything of that sort. It
will all go that they may get Christ. But when
we ~et to the purposes of God they are exceeding
great. If you measure them by the way people
put them forth it is very poor indeed, but really
they are unspeakably great and blessed.

May the Lord set everyone of us on the
line that is right, the line of God's purpose!
Who is going to fulfil it ?-Christ! He has won
the day. The apostle learned that. The Lord
Jesus made that man who says of himself" me,
who am less than the least of all saints " the
vessel to carry His name among the Gentiles and
to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ.
Christ will win the day. May we be overcomers,
for He says, "He that overcometh shall inherit
all things."

H.D'A. C.
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(1 JOHN III. 1-24.)

F. E. R. I would suggest for our readin~ the
subject of the relation of Christ to the world,
and the great principles of rule and life in
Christ.

We get one point in chapter ii.: "And he
is the propitiation for our sins: and not for
ours only, but also for the whole world," which
seems to indicate the position which Christ
occupies in regard of the whole world.

F. H. B. What do you understand by that
expression?

F. E. R. Propitiation is a point where the
mind of God is favourable in regard to the
whole world, that is, in Christ.

QUER. As regards the sins of the whole
world?

F. E R. Yes.
F. H. B. Then it is not the idea of expiation?
F. E. R. No; I think propitiation is the

point where God is favourable.
QUES. Do you connect it at all with the

mercy-seat?
F. E. R. It is the same sort of thought.



100 TRUTH FOR THE TIME.

QUES. Is it the same in Romans iii.: "Whom
he hath set forth to be a propitiation," &c. ?

F. E. R. Yes.
J. S. B. Brought the world into the favour

of God?
F. E. R. I would not go so far as that, but

God is favourable to all men.
W. B. Do you speak of the world as including

all nations of the earth ?
F. E. R. Including all men.
QUES. The reconciliation of the world spoken

of in Romans xi. is on that ground?
F. E. R. Yes.
A. S. L. You distinguished this morning be

tween the world as an organised system, and
those who inhabit it.

F. E. R. Yes; I think scripture does. All that
organised system came under judgment-" the
prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing
in me." But you get another expression-" God
so loved the world;" it is not an organised system
there, but the people in it. 80 here, .. He is the
propitiation .... for the whole world."

QUES. "Love not the world "-what is that?
F. E. R. That is the world morally. It goes

on to say, "All that is in the world, the lust
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world."

D. L. H. Do you connect this thought of
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propitiation with Christ being Head of every
man?

F. E. R. I do. I think that is the point in
John's writings, especially in the gospel. The
Son of God has come, but He is viewed in
relation to the world. He is "the Lamb of God
who taketh away the sins of the world." He
came down, not to condemn, but to save the
" world." "The bread of God is he which
cometh down from heaven and giveth life unto
the world." The same thought is carried on in
the epistle, "He is the propitiation .... for
the whole world." It is the width of grace that
comes into view.

F. H. B. "The Father sent the Son to be the
Saviour of the world" ?

F. E. R. Exactly.
QUES. In Romans you get the propitiation,

and in chapter v. Christ the Head of every man.
Is it the same thing?

F. E. R. The last Adam is the mercy-sea.t.
QUES. Is the width of God's favour as far as

the width of Satan's evil ?
It'. E. R. Yes; all is by one Man. "By one

man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned "-then after the parenthesis it is
"so then, as it was by one offence towards all
men to condemnation, so by one righteousness
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towards all men for justification of life." All
men come into view because Christ is the pro
pitiation for the whole world. Instead of all
being in a state of alienation, the world has
come into reconciliation by Christ, that is, on
the divine side.

F. H. B. The ground of that is that He gave
Himself a ransom for all ?

F. E. R. Exactly. Christ discharged every
liability under which man was; hence it is:
"Through one righteousness toward all men
unto justification of life."

J. S. B. Say a word on liability.
F. E. R. I think men lay under the liability

by God's judgment, death and the curse, which
it was entirely impossible for man to discharge.

F. H. B. While you say He took up the
liabilities under which man lay, you would not
go so far as to say He bore the actual sins of
everyone?

F. E. R. No, I should not say that at all; but
think you must allow the full bearing of

redemption. It is the discharge of all liabilities,
and its bearing is toward all. Righteousness
of God is toward all-i-bhrough "one ri~ht

eousness towards all men," &c. So Christ is
the Mediator between God and men, and God
would "have all men to be saved, and to come
unto the knowledge of the truth." The mind of
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God is toward all men-the coming in of Ohrist
has changed everything.

GEO. C. Please compare chapter Hi. 5 and
chapter ii. 2. What is the difference?

F. E. R. I do not know. He was manifested
to take away our sins, and in Him was no
sin. I should connect this with what we get in
1 Oorinthiuns xv.-" Christ died for our sins."
It is a very general thought.

W. J. Is not the great point of this chapter
., Abiding in him" ?

F. E. R. The first point is to establish the
position of Christ in regard to the world.

W. H. B-TT. Reconciliation was by death,
was it not?

F. E. R. Yes; I think so. But it is III

Ohrist.
QUI!:s. How do you take the latter part of

2 Corinthians v.-'· God was in Christ reconciling
the world unto himself" ?

F. E. R. Death had to come in in order that
the liabilities of men might be discharged, but
reconciliation is not exactly death; it is in Christ
Himself.

W. H. B-TI. That is, Christ was the point
of it?

F. E. R. Quite so i He was and is the point of
reconciliation. God has not suspended recon
ciliation. The point of reconciliation is still
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there, and the bearing of it is much wider now
than even when Christ was upon earth.

A. S. L. "God was in Christ reconciling the
world" ?

F. E. R. Yes.
QUES. Would you say a little word as to the

extent of redemption?
F. E. R. Redemption referred to God's in

heritance, and if God saw fit to take up all men
as His by creation, He was entitled to do so.

A. S. L. Is not the thought connected with
redemption-that God had the right to take
it up?

F. E. R. Man belonged to God by His right of
Creator, and He takes everything up, not simply
on that ground, but by the right of redemption.

F. H. B. I think you spoke one time about
redemption being connected with the sovereignty
of God and the purpose of God.

F. E. R. I have no doubt it is the way to the
accomplishment of God's purpose; but in Romans
iii. it is the redemption which is in Christ Jesus,
its bearing is towards all. The righteousnesa of
God is the rights of God, and God had rights of
redemption. The law expressed what you may
call the natural and primary rights of God, then
God came out in redemption right in Christ to
take up the liabilities under which man was.

J. S. B. Is salvation a larger term?
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F. E. R. Salvation comes in consequent upon
righteousness. If you had not righteousness of
God, you could not get salvation. There could
be no salvation so long as man was labouring
under liabilities in regard of God. The children
of Israel could not have been brought through
the Red Sea if there had not been the blood in
Egypt.

A. S. L. Is there not a thought of the in
heritance belonging to the Redeemer before He
could come in ?

F. E. R. Yes. It is the man who has the
rights of the property that can effect redemption.

W. W. But the Lord Jesus Christ come in
flesh had a distinctive place to take up certain
rights.

F. E. R. He comes in to take all up on behalf
of God.

F. H. B. Yet you could hardly say that God
does actually take up His rights in regard of all
men.

F. E. R. God has done so-in Christ. Christ
is said to ue a light of the Gentiles and God's
salvation to the ends of the earth. Men were in
darkness and alienation, but now " the grace of
God that bringeth salvation to all men hath
appeared."

J. N. The world organisation denies that.
F. E. R. The world organisation is Babylonish.
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QUES. Do you mean that man comes into a
place of relation with God ?

F. E: R. I would not go so far as that. I
think God has assumed a place in regard to men.
You must take it on the divine side.

QUES. Would it be right to say that whilst
redemption has its bearing towards all men,
only those who believe on the Son of God have
their part in it?

F. E. R. The scripture is plain in regard to
that in Romans iii, 22-24: "Righteousness of
God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all ....
through the redemption which is in Christ
Jesus." When we come into it, we can take it
up and say: "In whom we have redemption."
I suppose the gospel could not be preached if it
were not toward all men.

A. S. L. Then if the gospel were not world
wide in its hearing, it could not be preached to all ?

F. E. R. No. Grace and righteousness are in
Romans iii. almost interchangeable terms.

J. S. B. Do you connect grace with redemp
tion?

F. E. R. Yes; so also righteousness.
D. L. H. The connection of grace and right

eousness is a very interesting and important
point.

F. E. R. The way in which righteousness of
God has come out is in "grace toward all men;"
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but then it is righteousness on the part of God.
Redemption undoubtedly means grace toward all
men.

P. So that you could hardly have a more
wonderful expression of His grace?

F. E. R. God takes very good care of His
own rights, and He had the right of redemption.
He chooses to come out in that right in grace to
man; but then redemption is an expression of
the righteousness of God.

QUES. "Being justified freely by his grace"
does not that link righteousness and grace?

F. E. R. Yes. You have in that verse right
eousness, grace and redemption inseparable.
Redemption is the discharge of liablilties-Christ
came to discharge all liabilities in regard of all
men.

A. S. L. What was due was due to God?
F. E. R. Yes; there were liabilities which

God had imposed, and it was in the right of
God to discharge them. God came in in Christ
to discharge them, and Christ has come in as the
Mediator between God and men.

A. S. L. There is no point of Satan having
any rights?

F. R R. All the rights are taken out of the
hand of Satan by redemption.

QUES. What is the difference between re
demption and purchase-" He bought the field" ?
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F. E. R. Redemption is in Christ-that is
more than purchase.

W. W. But purchase might be without any
previous right whatever.

F. E. R. Quite so.
QUES. Could you say in 2 Peter ii.-even

denying the Lord that" redeemed them" ?
F. E. R. No.
QUES. In Matthew xiii. He bought the field

for the treasure.
A. S. L. But that is more the thought of

" bought" than redemption.
F. E. R. "Denying the Lord that bought

them "-such were not in redemption. We
always get mixing up our side with God's
side. You will never see anything right on our
side if you do not see it on God's side.

QUES. Is it not important that it is the
" redemption that is in Christ Jesus" ?

F. E. R. Quite so; but that is in God's ways
to men. I could not say that all men are re
deemed, but I could say that God has come out
in the right of redemption, and it has its applica
tion to all men.

A. S. L. There is redemption to all men?
F. E. R. Yes.
F. H. B.. The bearing of redemption being

towards all is not teaching universal redemp
tion?
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F. E. R. No. The point is that in virtue of
redemption Christ stands in a certain position in
regard of all, and that all are being tested by
Christ. There are two things in Christ in regard
of men-one is kingdom and the other is light.
All are being tested by them. If there is king
dom, man has to come under rule. If there
is light, man has to come out of darkness.

W. B. When you speak of men being tested,
of course it is those who have heard these
things. What about those who have not?

F. E. R. I cannot say; I leave that to God.
F. H. B. The gospel is the test now (John

iii.): "He that believeth not is condemned
already."

F. E. R. That is the Jew.
J. N. "This is the condemnation that light

has come into the world"-that had its applica
tion to the Jew ?

F. E. R. The wrath of God came upon the
apostate Jews for their rejection of Christ. The
wrath of God is coming on all men if they reject
the gospel.

A. S. L. What do you make of "By nature
the children of wrath, even as others" ?

F. E. R. Man was obnoxious to wrath; but
God has approached man in Christ, and now
man is being tested by Christ.

QUES. What are man's liabilities?
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F. E. R. That under which man was-death
and judgment. Christ took all, was made a
curse; died for us j entered into the judgment
of God. The Jew was tested by Christ and
the wrath of God came upon them-they were
not subject to the Son.

QUES. Do you draw a distinction between
the judgment of God and the wrath of God?

F. E. R. 'Vrath may be more governmental.
Judgment goes further.

Qtss, "Now is the judgment of this world"
-would not that take in Jew and Gentile? .

F. E. R. All the world is subject to the
judgment of God, yet the judgment of God does
not come in. How do you account for that?
The truth is, it is explained by the fact of a
Mediator coming in on the ground of redemp
tion, the whole position is changed, and the
world is brought provisionally into reconciliation
and standing in the goodness of God. God is a
Saviour-God toward all men.

F. H. B. God has created that position?
F. E. R. Yes; you have only to contrast

Romans iii, and xi.
W. B. In the preaching of the gospel the

judgment came in in Acts x.
F. E. R. Yes i but that is no comparison. It

only goes so far there &'1 to state the truth that
Ohrist is the One appointed of God to be the
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Judge of the quick and the dead, and then Peter
goes on to unfold the present position-" To him
give all the prophets witness," &c.

REM. But that does not necessarily involve
the great white throne-" Judge of the quick
and dead."

F. E. R. I suppose it goes on to it.
F. H. B. Judgment of the dead-it must go

on to the great white throne-" quick and dead."
QUES. Does propitiation lead to reconcilia

tion?
F. E. R. Propitiation is more the basis of

reconciliation. The two are very intimately
connected. Christ is the propitiation, and you
could not have reconciliation without propitia
tion.

A. S. L. You could not have anything with
out propitiation?

F. E. R. No ; it is the ground of everything.
Men are now being tested by Christ, and what is
presented to man in Christ is kingdom and life.
The kingdom is rule, and I think men are being
tested by those two things.

QUES. It is what you meant at the beginning
when you said Christ takes a place in relation to
the world for rule and life.

F. E. R. The great point now is, man is de
clared to be lawless, and the question is, will he
come under the sway of God?
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REM. That is why the gospel of the kingdom
was preached in the Acts.

F. E. R. Exactly. Christ has come in as the
Sun of righteousness, and c, he that abideth in
him sinneth not." Then life comes in by the
Spirit And is seen in love to the brethren: "We
know we have passed from death to life, because
we love the brethren."

QUES. And could the testimony be carried to
the remotest corners of the earth?

F. E. R. You want to carry the kingdom and
Christ.

REM. Paul speaks of "obedience of faith
among all nations."

F. E. R. Yes, that is it. The first thing is to
come into righteousness, and the next thing is,
you come into life.

QUES. What is the difference between salva
tion and life?

F. E. R. The two go together. Salvation
accompanies life.

QUES. With reference to the kingdom-how
does the kingdom test man?

F. E. R. I think the expression of the king
dom is in Christ. Christ is the centre and Sun
of the divine system, and the way by which man
comes into righteousness is by the attraction
that is in Christ-Christ being the Sun of right
eousness. The point is whether men will come
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into righteousness. Christ is the perfect and
full expression of God's righteousness, and the
point is-will man come into righteousness?

QUES. How will that test man?
F. E. R. It serves to bring out whether man

will answer to grace. God is presenting Himself
in grace to man in Christ, and man is responsible
in regard of the gospel.

QUES. Where does believing come in ?
F. E. R. Believing is the effect of the presen

tation. The apostles went about preaching the
kingdom of God everywhere, and it was accepted
in faith.

A. S. L. It is a question whether man will
bow to Christ and own Him as Lord ?

F. E. R. Exactly. The question is whether
man will accept the grace of God and come
under the moral sway of grace, and thus receive
the kingdom.

W. B. You could not limit a man's responsi
bility to his reception or rejection of Christ and
the gospel.

F. E. R. I think it is a very serious responai
bility, and man's responsibility at the present
moment is in regard to the gospel. The Lord
Himself says: "He that believeth and is
baptised shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned." "This is his command
ment, That we should believe on the name of his
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Son Jesus Christ, and love one another." It is
the ordinance of God. A man has to come into
judgment because he has been in lawlessness. I
think the presentation of grace and redemption
in Christ is the power of attraction to man.
God is appealing to man on the ground of
redemption, and the point is whether man is
content to come in on that ground. If he
does, he gets living water, so that he comes
into life.

QUES. Would you say that growing up to
salvation and coming to Christ as the living
Stone is concurrent?

F. E. R. Salvation and life are concurrent,
and everything is in Christ, whether salvation
or life. "I have set thee a light to the Gentiles,
that thou mightest be my salvation." It is an
immense thing to see the peculiar character of
this moment, when God has reckoned up the
whole world, and all the world is subject to the
judgment of God, but instead of the judgment
coming in, God is shewn as favourable in regard
of all. It is a vindication of God. God's grace
towards all men hath appeared, and the point is
whether men are content to find righteousness in
Christ. If they are, they get the gift of the
Spirit so that they may come into life.

QUES. Is it not at that point that intercession
comes in?
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F. E. R. We are to pray for all men, because
God would have all men to be saved and come
to the knowledge of the truth. (See 1 Tim.
ii. 1-4.)

QUES. Then God has not one disposition
towards us and another disposition towards the
heathen?

F. E. R. No. It is a wonderful thing to see
that everything that is in Ohrist is God's thought
for all men-whatever is presented to man in
Ohrist. It is not simply for the elect, it is His
thought for all men. The Son of God was
revealed in the apostle that he might preach
Him as" glad tidings among the heathen.

J. N. Do we think sufficiently of the heathen
to-day, in cunnection with that?

F. E. R. Perhaps not. Ohrist is the right
eousness of God; now the point is-He becomes
righteousness to those who believe.

QUES. Is the force of "Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved" the way
into blessing?

F. E. R. You get that thought in Romans
"with the heart man believeth unto righteousness;
and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation."

W. J. Say a little word about abiding in Him.
F. E. R. It is a beautiful expression-" He

that abideth in him sinneth not;" you can come
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to perfection. I think it is a great thing to see
there is a way to perfection. "He was mani
fested to take away our sins, and in him is no
sin "-He is the Sun of righteousness. There
are spots in the sun, but there is no dark spot in
Him-and" He that abideth in him sinneth not."

W. J. Is that the way the truth makes us
free?

F. E. R. Yes, I think so.
GEO. C. If we always lived in respect to

Him, we should not sin?
F. E. R. Exactly, because there would be the

setting aside of the whole principle of sin in
you. We want simply to be in the hands of
Christ down here-that is, under His influence;
and being under His influence I do not care
for anything that does not suit Him, and I get a
sense of what does suit Him.

QUES. What is the connection between per
fection and purifying oneself even as He is pure?

F. E. R. I think that is the result of having
" this hope in him."

QUES. Is that the idea of abiding in Him?
F. E. R. The effect of abiding in Him is that

you get His mind. There are most wonderful
things in Christianity, and one is that you can
go through the world, and instead of looking
at things according to man, you can look at
them according to Christ-I get His intelligence.
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W. J. Do we not get a beautiful picture of
the kingdom of God in the man" sitting, clothed
and in his right mind" ?

F. E. R. Exactly. He was morally under
the sway of Christ. He wanted to be with
Him. That was not the Lord's mind for him
and He sent him to his friends. I think you
see the same thing in the disciples around the
Lord. The influence of Christ ruled them,
though they were very poorly in His mind,
for they wanted fire to come down from heaven
to consume the Samaritans because they would
not receive them. The Lord said, Cl Ye know
not what manner of spirit ye are of." They
were not up to the mark. They were of His
spirit properly speaking, but His spirit would
not command fire to come down from heaven.

H. T. Those who went out to David were
greatly influenced by David ?

F. E. R. Quite so.
GEO. C. That gives wonderful liberty both in

going out to others and in your own path too?
F. E. R. I think so.
QUES. You said life is a test-in what way?
F. E. R. I think living water is a test. It is

presented to all, and becomes a test to men. All
men are tested by what we get at the end of
Revelation: "Whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freely." The Lord makes a
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kind of final appeal, saying: "I am the root and
the offspring of David, the bright and morning
star," and then:" And let him that is athirst
come, &c."

D. L. H. I suppose the woman in John iv.
was tested by the Lord in that way?

F. E. R. I think so: "If thou knewest the
gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee.
Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of
him, and he would have given thee living water."

QUES. What is the living water?
F. E. R. It is, I suppose, a symbol of the

Spirit of God.
QUES. May one individual be tested by the

one test, and another by the other test?
F. E. R. I think it is possible, but I should

think the great general test is Christ, because it
is Christ who stands in relation to all men.

W. J. If you get the living water it is from
Him?

F. E. R. Exactly; but Christ is the test.
QUES. Is there any difference between the

water of life and the living water?
F. E. R. I do not know of any.
REM. I thought that one is the Spirit, and

the other is Christ.
F. E. R. I should be inclined to think that

both refer to the Spirit.
W. J. Is it life in the power of the Spirit?
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F. E. R. I do not think so. I think it is
very much more the Spirit as life.

QUES. Do you connect that with John xx. ?
F. E. R. Yes.
QUES. What relation has that to "open blind

eyes"? That is part of the gospel?
F. E. R. Yes-so Christ is a covenant to open

blind eyes. People talk much about the new
covenant, but really it is Christ.

W. J. It seems a very great point-" abiding
in him."

F. E. R. And so it is. How would the earth
get on if it did not abide in the sun? So
everything depends on our abiding in Christ.
If you do not abide in Christ you will get no
rain, no fertility, or anything else.

W. J. So .that Christ is presented objectively?
F. E. R. Yes.
QUES. There is attraction?
F. E. R. Yes; you are attracted and then

attached, and when you get attachment you
abide in Him. Attachment is by the Spirit, and
when that has come in you become fruitful.
(Rom. vii. 4.) We are joined to Christ who is
the Husband, and the result is, we bring forth
fruit unto God, because you come under the
influence of sunshine and rain. What would
the world be without sunshine and rain?

REM. In reference to testing, if God is not at
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work in souls, there would be no response to the
test?

F. E. R. That is another line. There is
nothing more important than to keep distinct
in mind the situation which God forms, and the
work of God in man-the way by which He
effectuates His purpose.

D. L. H. The situation is the subject of gospel
testimony.

F. H. B. Paul preached the gospel to the
whole creation, and "as many as were ordained
to eternal life believed."

F. E. R. "He that abideth in him sinneth
not"-the thing that I covet is to have the
mind of Christ in regard to whatever meets
me in the world-to look at it with His eyes.
That is " Christ in me."

REM. That is beiug in the intelligence of
Christ?

F. E. R. Yes, the one is the effect of the
other. If we abide in Him we are in His
intelligence.

F. H. B. And at the same time the sensibilities
of Christ are in you ?

F. E. R. Yes j all the gracious feelings that
you get in Colossians iii.

D. L. H. Abiding in Chr!st you have the
mind of Christ.

F. E. R. There is another thing in the end of
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the chapter. We could not talk about life
without an atmosphere and a circle of love.

F. H. B. Explain what you mean by that.
F. E. R. "We know that we have passed out

of death into life, because we love the brethren."
It is among the brethren that you get the circle
and atmosphere of love. Otherwise there would
be no such thing as life.

QUES. Then love is the atmosphere?
F. E. R. Yes; and the brethren are the circle.

That is a very important point. First, abiding
in Christ and Christ in us. Next, finding your
self in the circle and atmosphere of life, which is
love. Then you get the proof and evidence of
love, that is, that you get what you ask of
God.

QUES. There is a verse in Psalm xxxvii. : "De
light thyself in the Lord, and he shall give thee
the desires of thy heart "-is that what you
mean ?

F. E. R. Yes. You have only to wait on the
Lord and in due time you get your petitions.
The Psalms are extremely beautiful. You have
to wait on the Lord; do not fret yourself, and
He will gi~e you the desires of your heart. You
may not get it at the moment. People want
some sort of miraculous answer to their prayers,
but are not fit for it.

REM. I have been struck with Luke xi-
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the necessity of waiting, and the importunity
of prayer.

J. S. B. You must know that you have a
hearing?

F. E. R. Yes.
QUES. What John calls" abiding in Christ"

would Paul call walking in the Spirit?
F. E. R. It is hardly the same idea. I think

walking in the Spirit would be a consequence
of abiding in Christ.

W. J. It is the way it works?
F. E. R. Yes, I think so.
W. J. So there must be a company to be in

the atmosphere of love and to enjoy life?
F. E. R. Yes; but I say circle and not com

pany. I think there is a company, only let your
mind take in the whole christian company. I
never object to talking about a company, if your
thoughts take in the the entire company. If
we cannot come into contact with the entire
company, we must make the best of those we
can come into contact with. Some people fret
themselves because there are better Christians in
system than are amongst us. That may be 80,

but they are not available, you cannot get at
them.

GEO. C. How could they be better if they
are lawless?

F. E. R. They may be more true to the light
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they have. I was only taking people up on
their own statement. I would be prepared to
admit their proposition.

W. B. How is it one cannot get at them more?
F. E. R Because we are not up to the mark;

there is such a lot of brethrenism about us. We
are in terrible danger of getting peculiarities
and habits formed by our particular association.
We have to guard against that.

W. J. Do you not think we have been
disciplined by God in ,connection with that?

F. E. R. I think so. We ought to get into
the thought of individuality. The individual
comes into view in Revelation ii. and iii.: "He
that hath an ear." We have to look to it that
we have an ear.

QUE~. Is there not a kind of thought that
we ought to get all these sort of Christians
amongst us?

F. E. R. Amongst whom? What you want
is to get them out of that in which they are
entangled.

QUES. The tendency is to get into isolation?
F. E. R. That is an impossibility. We have

all been made to drink into one Spirit-this is
sure to hinder anything like isolation.

W. B. If brethren are in the enjoyment of
what they have got, it seems to me that others
should share the good things with them.
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F. E. R. I think that is the legitimate way.
W. B. I think sometimes in dealing with

other Christians we have failed-we have been
so anxious to make proselytes of them.

F. E. R. We have to count upon God for
ability to approach other people, but I think
it is a great thing to be happy with those with
whom we are more immediately linked.

The check to worldliness and worldly ways is
to love the brethren.



ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE PLACE
FROM WHENCE WE EXPECT

THE SAVIOUR;
(PHIL. Ill. 20, 21; GAL. IV. 19, 31.)

THE point which I desire to press upon you from
the first scripture is, that in order that the com
ing of the Lord Jesus may be freshly before us
we need to be acquainted with the place from
whence He is coming. Many years ago when
the hope of the Lord's coming was revived to
the church, when the cry was made (as we have
generally accepted), "Behold the Bridegroom,"
there was a very fresh anticipation produced in
the souls of the Lord's people that He would
speedily return. I would not like to say that
the hope has died down with us. I trust it has
taken a more solid form in our souls, for there is
such a thing as the patience of Ohrist, while in
earlier days there might have been some excite
ment and not so much the patience of hope.
You may turn to some of our earlier hymns and
see how the anticipation was expressed, and one
covets the freshness with which such expressions
were written. "Oome quickly, Lord Jesus!"
was of frequent use. Mature consideration leads
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us to see that it does not become us to say" Come
quickly!" It is not for us to tell the Lord what
to do; He has the right to say" quickly," and
when He does say "Behold! r come quickly,"
we mayrespond, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus!"
We then respond to His own words.

I have said so much in order to shew that
though the hope was bright and fresh there
lacked perhaps something of the patience of hope.
I think the Lord's people are still alive to the
hope of His coming, and we have to see how far
we have the anticipation in our souls individually.
What has struck me very much is the way in
which the Lord during the last few years has
been opening out to us the place where He is,
the place from whence we expect Him. Our
living associations are there-" Our conversation
(or citizenship) is in heaven, from 'Whence we
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ."
Mark the words" from whence" j where do we
expect Him from ? We expect Him from the
heavens. The associations of our life are there.
I believe the coming of the Lord would assume
ll. much more definite form in our hearts if we
knew the place better from whence we await
Him. Would that we were more familiar
with it.

In parting from one another, I would like to
gather up our thoughts to these heavenly
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associations. We must all admit that in order
to know the place we must know the Person
who has entered there, and has gone to prepare
a place for us. We had before us this after
noon the aspect which the blessed God has been
pleased to take towards the world-a Saviour
God j but to us He has taken the name of
Father. It is true the Father sent the Son to be
the Saviour of the world, and that was the ex
pression of the sovereign love of God, but God
does not take the name of Father towards the
present system of the world. Every family in
heaven and earth is named of the Father, but we
have to note the word" family," and the system
of the world does not come under that title. God
does make Himself known as a Saviour God to
this world, on the ground that He has been
glorified by the Son of man; and because He
has been glorified, and because there is a Man in
that glory, there is a new point from which God
can address man universally. The blessed Man
who is in God's presence has satisfied the divine
glory. I do not refer only to the claims of God
011 man. We read in Romans iii.: "All have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God:'
Sin is lawlessness, and of this we have had
much before us to-day. Man refused the claims
of God, and that was lawlessness. But there
was another thing: he could not stand in the
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presence of the divine glory, he was not up to it.
Supposing for a moment that sins were for
given, there is another thing: man has lost the
estate in which he was set, and must die.
Where can he stand? He is not in himself
up to the glory of God, and yet the glory of
God has been manifested, and he is not up to
it. Now its claims have been upheld and met
in the cross, and God has a new point of de
parture from which He can act. His glory that
had been sullied has been vindicated, and the
Man who glorified Him is in His presence.

In John xvii. we get a further thought, not
only has the Son of man glorified God, but the
Son has glorified the Father. If man was to
stand in the presence of the glory revealed, the
claims of the glory of God must be met, but
the Son glorifying the Father reaches higher.
We have that which is spoken of in Ephesians
iii. as "the riches of his (the Father's) glory,"
and if I may say it with all reverence, Christ
was up to every thonght or display of glory.
If it was the glory of God's righteousness,
in Him it had a perfect answer and display.
He glorified God; not only was there no
diminution of the divine glory when He
entered heaven in righteousness as Man, but
He Himself was its effulgence. He was God,
and no one but He who was God could have
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glorified God. But there was more-the glory
of the Father's love in all that love had pur
posed, and Christ was up to that. He was and
is the Son, and in Him there was a perfect
response to the Father's love. The Son became
a Man and the Father loved the Son, but the
Son also could say, "That the world may know
that I love the Father." He had taken a lower
place in becoming Man and made Himself of no
reputation, and though the glory was veiled yet
there it was-" the glory as of the Only-begotten
of the Father." When the Lord Jesus entered
into heaven as Man it brought no shade on the
divine glory, nay, that glory was perfectly
established in righteousness, and He took the
same place in glory as He had with the Father
before there was a created scene in which the
glory of righteousness is to be displayed-that
glory of righteousness secures a universe of bliss
-but what is to fill it is not only righteousness
but the glory of divine love, when everything
will be perfectly responsive to the love of God.
That W88 true in the Son when He was down
here. It has been said that He could satisfy
the love of God. If we think of the love of God
to poor unworthy creatures He loves down,
He h88 stooped to us in the sovereignty of love.
It is perfect love, but it is the doum- stooping of
love. There was no down-stooping of the
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Father's love in His love to the Son, He was the
Son of His love, and He could love the Father
with the same love with which the Father loved
Him. There could not he a shade of difference.
And look, beloved friends, that One is our
Saviour and the One who has taken a place in
the glory which He had before the world was.
He it is whom we know in the very centre of
glory, who will fill the church with the fulness
of divine love, RO that there shall be glory to God
through eternity. Blessed be God, He dwells
in our hearts now.

All this is very _wonderful; and when we
think of it and of the love of divine persons,
surely we must say what a place heaven must
be where all this glory and love dwells. The
Lord comforted His disciples when He was going
away with the promise of a place in His Father's
house, and though they could not follow Him
then, yet that He would come again and receive
them to Himself, so that they might be where
He was. That they had a home in heaven was
to be present comfort to them. It is an old
saying, that if we are to walk down here in the
midst of contrariety with purpose of heart, we
must have an object above. We are not to be
like a man who is simply looking at the path; he
will make very little progress if he is engaged
with his own steps. The great thing is to look
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beyond to the place where we are going, and we
shall think less of the difficulties and more of
the place .. Have we got heaven in our hearts
as those who are set for it? It is from thence
we expect the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour to
change these bodies of humiliation and to fashion
them like to His body of glory.

My own persuasion is that of late years the
Lord has been ministering truth to us, by which
He would lead us into acquaintance with the
new place. We have the" world to come" much
spoken of. In John xiv. we have" the Father's
house;" in Ephesians " the heavenly places," and
here in Philippians «heaven." There may be
shades of difference in the use of each expression,
but generany speaking they give us the sense of
the place into which Christ has entered, and
from whence we expect Him, the place to which
we belong and which will give its glorious
character to the whole scene when He comes out.
It is a beautiful thought for our hearts that
everything will come out from heaven. As
regards ourselves, we are to be clothed with a
house out of heaven. God having been glorified
has glorified Christ, and now there is a wonder
ful point from whence everything will be
brought out. Hence it is a great thing to get
acquainted with that culminating point in the
bringing out of God's purpose so that it may act
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upon us. "Our conversation is in heaven." If
we had written it we should probably have said
that it ought to be there. But the apostle,
speaking for Christians, says it is th~re. It is a
great thing to see what a Christian is in God's
mind and the place which has been given him.
There are exercises and experiences as to our
selves and all that is useful, but God has taken
up new ground, He addresses the believer on the
ground of what Christ is. The Galatians were
going back to the old ground, that of Judaism,
which raised the question of what man was, but
the apostle would not recognise it. He said, " I
stand in doubt of you." God has given us
Christ and heaven. We have been "called in
the grace of Christ." "Our conversation is in
heaven." God has no other place for us, and
the only One in whom He can stablish us is
Christ.

I dare say many a one here has at times felt
unhappy because they were not up to what was
set before them as Christianity. We have doubt
less all felt when looking at ourselves that we
are not what we ought to be, but I have often
pulled myself up and said to myself, You are
either a Christian or nothing-the only One for
you is Christ-you have not a shadow of a hope
in yourself. It is Christ and must be Christ.
It is a good thing to take your bearings and see
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where you are. It is Christ and heaven, and
hence we cannot allow a thing which is not
according to Ohrist.

I return for a moment to the subject of the
Father's glory. Every family in heaven and
earth will be named of the Father, but the
church is given to know the counsels of the
Father's love, as being composed of those whom
the Father has given to Ohrist and who are
united to Him; their place is the Father's house
in heaven; for the earthly saints it will be the
courts, so to speak, of the Father's house-the
gate of heaven, and not heaven itself. When
the Lord was going away, He said to the dis
ciples, "Whither I go ye know, and the way
ye know." It is not merely that the Lord is
coming to take us there and then we shall know
all about it, but the place He is coming from is
the place of which the Lord said, "Whither I go
ye know." It is a known place, because Christ
is the truth and revelation of it, as of everything
else. We may be like Thomas, who said, " Lord,
we know not whither thou goest,' but if we
know Christ, He is the truth and revelation of
everything connected with the riches of the
Father's glory and love. All the counsels of the
Father's love centre in the Son. The Psalmist
said, "All men are liars i" that is, man has not
got the truth Christ is the truth. Sentimental
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books have been written about heaven; so far
as they are the thoughts of men, they cannot be
trusted. As we get to know Christ, so we know
the Father, and as we apprehend in any measure
the glory and love which have come out in the
Father and the Son. so we know the place
where love finds its perfect rest.

The Spirit of the truth is here, the Spirit of
the Father and the Son, so that we might be
more intimately acquainted with the place
where Christ now is than the disciples could
be when Christ was here. I do not think any
of us could understand what it was for the
disciples to be in the company of a divine
Person, they must have had wonderful im
pressions, and yet the Lord said, " It is expedient
f01' you that I go away." The effect of the
coming of the Comforter is that everything is
made known to us spiritually. We cannot
speak of having heard and seen and handled,
but the Spirit of God has become to us the
source of living and divine affections. He is
the Spirit of revelation to us ~f the love which
the Father had to the Son and of the Son to the
Father. The gift of the Spirit is the great
possession of Ohristians. To every believer here
I would say, the great possession which you
have at this moment is the Spirit of God.

It was because of this I read the passage in
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Galatians, it shews so distinctly that our blessing
lies in having the Spirit. Blessed as it is to
have the forgiveness of sins, yet that brings
with it no positive blessing. The Spirit is the
positive blessing given to Christians. It is by
the Spirit that we have the enjoyment of the
love of the Father and the Son. In the be
ginning of chapter iv, He is the Spirit of sonship,
and He is also the earnest of the inheritance.
There is a moment coming when all will be
headed up in Ohrist, things in heaven and things
on earth. It will be a day of wondrous blessing
when all is put. under Christ, and the Spirit is
now the earnest of that inheritance of blessing.
In the portion I read we have" Jerusalem above,
which is our mother." The thought connected
with" Jerusalem" is that it is the city of God,
His glory fills Jerusalem above, but John was
carried away in the Spirit to get a view of it.
We can read his description of it, but it is the
Spirit who gives us the apprehension of that
heavenly. system. The Spirit's day is a won
derful day; the millennium will be a wonderful
period; but the day we are in is so wonderful
because while we are in a scene of distraction
and evil, where sin and death are, the Spirit can
unfold to us things which eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, nor have entered into man's heart
things which God has prepared for them that
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love Him. In the millennium there will not be
distraction but peace.

I am not speaking of how much we have
entered into those things, but I want to put
before you that your blessing lies in having the
Spirit of God, and thus we get associated with
heaven and with heavenly things-Jerusalem
above is a heavenly thing. Heavenly things
come out of heaven, and it is from thence we
expect the Lord Jesus Christ. How different
from this place is all that is there! If by the
Spirit we were more familiar with it, it would
give a tone and freshness to our expectation as
being associated with that which is in heaven,
and with the Person who will come out from
thence. When the apostle speaks of the blessing
of Abraham, no doubt he refers to the promise
of blessing given to Abraham as the heir of the
world, not the world when the Oanaanite was in
the land, but when the promised seed takes the
inheritance. The Spirit anticipates this blessing
which is in Ohrist Jesus. The Galatians were
going back to Judaism, and therefore to the
flesh, and the apostle shews them the new
associations which they possessed in the Spirit.
He seeks to ground them in the faith of
Abraham, who gave up country, kindred and
father's house for another land. God shewed
him another world when He bid him look at the
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stars, and said, "So shall thy seed be." Abraham
believed God and was justified in view of God's
promise of blessing, and all that are of faith are
blessed with believing Abraham.

Sarah is the mother of the promised seed
Ohrist; and Ohrist is the spirit and substance of
the new covenant, but moreover Sarah represents
a wholly new system which is connected with
the promised Seed. Our associations are con
nected with that system, Jerusalem above, as
getting our origin from it as Christians. Our
father's house and kindred in this world we
have to forget-we are so to speak born of
another country, our citizenship is there. We
get our character from our country. A person
born in England has the traits of an Englishman.
If an Englishman goes abroad, though he may
try to adapt himself to the country he is in, yet
he is soon known to be a foreigner. If we bore
the character of our heavenly citizenship down
here, people would take notice of our heavenly
birth. We read of Zion in the Psalms, " It shall
be said, This and that man was born in her."
Jerusalem above is our mother, and we get our
characte; from our association with the heavenly
city.

Another thing is that after the pattern of
Isaac we are children of promise; that is,
Christians are not children of the flesh, but are
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children according to the quickening power of
God. When all was hopeless as to the flesh,
then came the word of promise-s-" According to
this time 'will I come, and Sarah shall have a
son." Where there was death God comes in with
quickening power. Now this is altogether out
side the course of things in this world. and for
us it involves resurrection. We get our place of
association with Christ now that He is risen.
Isaac was brought in by quickening power, but
Christ is Himself a quickening Spirit. The
great point brought out here in Galatians in
connection with Isaac is that he was born
according to the Spirit, and that necessitates the
casting out of that which is according to the
flesh. Isaac supersedes Ishmael.

There is only one thing for you dear young
believers here, as for any of UH, and that is
Ch1'ist. Your place with God is according to
Christ, and your blessing is Christ made known
to you by the Spirit. There is Christendom
around us-we do not belong to that. Let us be
Christians-those who belong to the place where
Christ is. He is coming from that place. and
the hope before us is to be conformed to His
image.

---.-:-.---



DETACHMENT AND ATTACHMENT.
(COl,. Ill. 1--4.)

I AM: conscious, beloved brethren. and I frankly
own it, I am conscious at this moment in some
little measure of what it means to rise here and
to attempt to speak to you. I am fully persuaded
that the Lord has brought certain things before
us here this evening in a very distinct way, and
it is just the consciousness of this fact that
causes me to fear and tremble lest I should turn
your hearts and minds and consciences aside for
one moment from what the Lord has been saying
to us here this evening. But I just venture one
or two simple remarks.

I think Colossians is very encouraging. I will
tell you why. Because it looks at us as actually
down here upon the earth. That comes out very
clearly in the opening of the epistle, where it
speaks of "the hope laid up for us in heaven."
And I think this is encouraging, because I suppose
we do know that we are actually here, and instead
of this becoming less and less real it becomes
increasingly real. And the blessed Spirit of
God in this wonderful epistle just takes us up
where we actually are.
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Then another thing, beloved friends. You can
see if you speak of this chapter the standpoint
and starting-point of the Spirit of God is this,
"If ye then be risen with Christ.' It is not
saying very much to say that resurrection pre
supposes death. There would be no meaning
in resurrection if there was no death. And so
here "If ye then be risen with Christ" pre
supposes what has indeed been stated in the
previous chapter, and that is that we are dead, or
have died, with Christ.

I do not attempt to speak in a doctrinal way, but
in a very simple and practical way; because, after
all, death is a wonderfully real thing. I venture
to say that the word death throughout scripture
from Genesis to Revelation never loses its own
proper force and meaning. It is a great thing
death. Take actual physical death, it is a great
detacher. When death comes in there is an un
mistakable, yea, an absolute, detachment. Take
the death of a man, what an awful breaking up
of everything there is! What a complete detach
ment from all his links with this life! All family
links, wife, or husband, or children, all business
links, everything that has connected you and
linked you with this scene down here, all is com
pletely severed the moment death takes place.

"If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those
things which are above." We are a detached
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people. Not only has Christ died, but we have
died with Him. In the previous chapter the
apostle says, "If ye then have died with Christ
to the rudiments of the world, why, as though
alive in the world, are ye subject to ordinances 7"

I am struck with what has been said this
evening. It is a great thing simply to accept
the truth of God. We often turn our eye in
upon ourselves and the thought comes at once,
J am not up to things; I am not what I ought
to be; and then the heart goes down and a
dreadful sense of discouragement comes in, or
else certain activities and energies are aroused
which are no help really, because we give our
selves up sometimes to our own energy and
effort as if we could make ourselves this or that.
It is a wonderful thing to accept the truth of
God. 'What will produce the most profound
exercise in our souls is the acceptance of what we
are. That is the way the Spirit of God puts
things. He does not say-you ought to be this
and that. No; He says, " You have died with
Christ from the rudiments of the world." That
is the truth of God. Well, I say, let that come
home to you. Accept that and you will get
exercised as to everything in your life that is
inconsistent with that.

But now it is, " If ye then be risen with Ohrist,
seek those things which are above, where Christ



142 TRUTH FOR THE TIME.

sitteth." It has been said with truth that
resurrection takes place down here. You could
not talk of resurrection in heaven. There is no
death there. People will not need to be raised
np there. It is down here that death is and
down here resurrection is. It is the blessed
putting forth of the power of God on the ground
of redemption and it takes place here. It has
often been remarked that the great chapter of
resurrection (1 Cor. xv.) does not take anybody
to heaven. But if you have died with Christ
you are detached from this place. You have no
links here, no attachment here. But Christianity
is not a mere negation. There is the positive
side of the truth. "If ye then be risen with
Christ, seek those things which are above, where
Christ sitteth at the right hand of God." As
risen with Christ our links are formed with
another place.

In John xx. Mary Magdalene reached Him in
resurrection. He spoke her name; she would
have embraced Him, but the Lord says, "Touch
me not." There is to be no renewal of the old
links at all. And if we are risen with Christ it
is that we are linked up with the place where
Christ now is.

I have been greatly impressed to-night with
the thought of the place. That is the place,
..where Christ sitteth." Surely the place where
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Christ sits at the right hand of God is the place
where our links are, and we are to set our
affection, or mind, on what is there.

It has been said, that risen with Christ is not
an experience but a fact for faith. "Wherein
also ye are risen with him through faith of the
operation of God, who raised him from the
dead j" and- I quite accept it. But I venture
to say that when the Spirit of God makes it
true to yonr soul, you will have an experience j

I believe you will have a wonderful experience
when the Spirit of God makes that good to
Y0U. Though you are actually here you will
realise in some measure that you do not belong
to this scene at all, and you will begin to have
heavenly longings and heavenly desires. «If
ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things
which are above."

What are" those things 1" Well, I can tell
you how to find out; you can find out by
seeking. I got a thing in Park Street ten
years ago, and it has stuck to me ever since.
It was said by a servant of the Lord, "It is
an invariable principle in scripture, 'He that
seeketh findeth.' Everyone that seeks finds."
But that is not the point. I think it is this,
seek those things. It is a wonderful thing to
have the heart going out to that blessed scene
described as "above." It is clean outside this
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place, it is above; and then the charm is, it
is, "where Christ sitteth at the right hand of
God." I am sure the Lord has brought these
things before us in a wonderful way this
evening.

Then he goes on, "Have your mind on things
above, not on things on the earth." We some
times question whether this is good and right
or whether that is bad, and so on, and we ought
to have our senses exercised to discern good and
evil; but that is not the point here. It is things
above; have your mind there, "For ye have
died, and your life is hid with Christ in God."
Ye have died; that is involved even if it had
not been precisely stated, it is involved. If you
are risen with Christ, death must have taken
place. If you have died, you are dead, and your
life is hid with Christ in God.

Ah! beloved, our true life is not in the scene
down here. As to that, death has come in
and every bond and link is snapped and broken.
We have been thoroughly detached from every
thing here, and now the Holy Ghost has been
given to us to attach us to that place above
and to the One who is the glory of that
wonderful place; the One in whom all these
things above are set forth on the part of the
blessed God. Have your mind there, for" ye
have died, and your life is hid with Christ in
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God." It is said in the previous chapter:
" Why, as though alive in this world, are ye
subject to ordinances?" You have no life in
this world; no, you have died. You have no
real life in things here; your life is hid with
Christ in God.

Then you get the statement that follows, and
it seems like everything in scripture, in such
perfect and beautiful moral order. It is not
exactly an exhortation; it is just what is left
for us, what remains, "When Christ, who is our
life, is manifested, then shall we also be mani
fested with him in glory." It is just what is
before us there. May we have our hearts going
out to that place and the blessed One who is
there, and our minds set on what is there. What
is before us? Why, the only thing that can be
in such case-we are looking for that blessed
One from the place where He is. We are looking
for Him from thence, and when He is manifested
we shall be manifested with Him in glory.

Oh. beloved. may the Spirit of God make
these things r-eal to us. so that we may really be
formed by them while we are down here!

J. P-TT.
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(2 TIM. H.)

D. L. H. What I had a little before me was
the prominence that is given in this epistle to
what is "in Christ Jesus." When everything
has gone to wreck and ruin what is in Christ
J eSUB comes into prominence. There is no
wreck or ruin there.

W. J. It is the key to the epistle and cha
racteristic of it.

D. L. H. We get His purpose and grace in
Christ Jesus (chap. i. 9). Then" be strong in
the grace that is in Christ Jesus" (chap. ii. 1),
"the salvation which is in Christ Jesus" (chap.
H. 10). The fact is there is nothing out of
Christ Jesus, everything else has to go, but what
is in Christ Jesus abides.

W. J. The thought in the first epistle is
what is deposited in the church-that fails.

QUES. Is there any reason why it is "in
Christ Jesus" and not in Jesus Christ?

D. L. H. I suppose that in Christ Jesus we
begin with the exalted Man. ;

W. J. In the first epistle the church is ..~
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order; in the second we have directions for when
the church is in disorder.

GEO. C. We get" faith and love which is in
Christ Jesus" in the first epistle.

W. W. But the expression is not characteristic
of that epistle.

J. P-TT. I suppose we have the order of the
assembly in the first epistle. The second con
templates disorder and breakdown and the Spirit
of God would turn us towards that which never
fails.

REM. It is most interesting to take up the
New Testament and trace every occurrence of
"in Christ Jesus." Romans iii. 24 is the first.

D. L. H. But there is a time when that ex
pression comes into great prominence. When
everything else has failed that which is in
Christ Jesus abides.

W. W. What is individual is what has been
pressed, and so we get, "Thou therefore, my son,
be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus."
It then comes into prominence. It is not a
company who are exhorted to it but an indi
vidual.

W. J. On the subjective side he touches the
pure conscience. You cannot get on if you do
not keep a pure conscience. If you play tricks
with your associations you cannot get on at all.

QUES. What is a pure conscience?
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W. J. A pure conscience means a conscience
that is regulated by the word of God.

F. C. Is there not an element of sadness in
the apostle's heart in the first epistle when he
sees people giving up. but when the ruin has
set in completely then he gets above it ?

W. J. Two great marks of a man of God in
the day of ruin are a broken heart and a fixed
heart; a broken heart when you see man's side,
and a fixed heart when you see God's side.

F. C. The apostle had two great stays in the
first chapter-God Himself and His purpose.
"The promise of life which is in Christ Jesus"
and God Himself. "I know whom I have
believed." These are a wonderful stay to the
soul when all is failing.

W. J. It is always so in scripture, that the
man of God falls back on purpose. Here, that
which is in Christ J esus cannot fail.

W. W. He closes the first epistle by the
declaration of the day brought in by the
omnipotent One.

D. L. H. I have thought that in 2 Timothy
you get a vein of most wonderful courage.
There is no epistle in which you get such a vein
of courage and boldness.

W. W. Once we had an address pointing out
that in 2 Timothy in the first two chapters you
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get the Lord sought, and in the last two the
Lord found.

W. J. It always reminds me of an incident in
the life of Elisha, when he puts his hands on the
king's hands and says, " Go on striking." Here
in this epistle it is-" Go on."

D. L. H. If there be confidence in Christ
Jesus to see that He secures everything so
that nothing can fail, it gives one's heart great
courage.

GEO. C. An old writer said, "God keeps His
most potent cordials for the fainting heart."

A. E. P. Is it not contemplated that the man
of God will have to stem the tide? It is not
easy to bear opposition, and from saints too.
Timothy was to bea "partaker of the afflictions
of the gospel according to the power of God."
That would call for the resources of one who
is strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
We all like to be partakers of the successes of
the gospel, but who desires, or is ready for its
afflictions ?

H. H. H. What is the difference between
being "strong in the Lord," and .. strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus" ?

H. D'A. C. One is said to the company, and
the other is said to the individual.

D. L. H. I suppose in Ephesians vi. it is a
question of the Lord and His power against
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evil. It is the heavenly conflict there. It is
more a company in conflict.

REM. The conflict is aggressive as contrasted
with 0. day of defection and failure.

D. L. H. Here is a question of what is vital.
Everything is tested in a day of profession and
general breakdown, and nothing stands but
vitality.

GEO. C. You must be in good health to keep
clear of infection.

QUES. How do we become "strong· in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus" ?

D. L. H. I suppose by getting to know more
of what is in Christ Jesus: we had it before us
yesterday as to abiding in Christ. It connects
itself very much with abiding in Christ. If we
do not want to do our own wills, and if we have
Christ only before us, we shall get to be strong
in the grace which is in Christ Jesus.

H. H. H. Does not" in Christ Jesus" give us
the thought of the Head, and "be strong in
the grace that is in Christ Jesus" is drawing
from the resources that are in Him. We draw
from Him, we acknowledge Him, and thus we
are "strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus."

W. W. 2 Timothy i. 6, 7 gives us the path
and principles of recovery-s-" power, and love,
and a sound mind."

W. A. W. We want great grace to go on in a
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day of small things, and that raises the question
of His grace before our hearts. It will not do
to have immediate results before the heart.

How are we going to get the grace that is in
Christ Jesus?

D. L. H. The question is whether Christ is
before our hearts, how far are we drawn to
Him and seek to acknowledge Him in all our
ways? In such case we draw from our Head
for the grace that there is' in Him.

W. J: It strikes you in reading this epistle
that there was intimacy with the Lord.

D. L. H. The salvat ion which is in Christ
Jesus is very important. We have had that
in London at the brothers' meetings. There is
an immediate connection between sal vation on
the one hand, and eternal life on the other.
It is very striking how they go side by side
in this epistle and also in Titus. Sal vation is
deliverance from what is contrary to us and
from all the power of evil; and on the other
hand, there is what is connected with purpose,
and that is eternal life. In Paul's writings
eternal life is at the end, but deliverance is
now.

QUES. But at the end of Romans vi. is not
that the end which you can reach now?

D. L. H. Yes, you can have it morally now,
but in full result it comes out in the future.
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H. D'A. C. One is connected with the Lord,
and the other with Christ Jesus.

W. J. It is more support in connection with
lordship, and character in connection with Christ
Jesus.

D. L. H. It is difficult to separate between
life and eternal life: they must go together;
but one is subjective and the other objective.
The one is, we live; the other, the conditions
in which we live.

GEO. C. I was thinking of "the Spirit-of life
in Christ Jesus JJ in Romans viii., and eternal
life in Romans vi. The former is the Spirit,
and eternal life is more something before us at
the end. Deliverance seems to be present, but
eternal life at the end.

D. L. H. Well, morally we may reach the end
now. In full result it comes out in the future,
but it is not exclusively so.

A. E. P. Does it not help us to remember
that this epistle was written-not to a company
of saints as to their christian privilege, or even
their christian responsibility-but to an in
dividual servant, a man of God who was set for
service? The apostle himself could say, "I endure
all things for the elect's sakes, that they may
also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus."
He was able and willing for this by divine
power and grace, and he wished to put Timothy
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on the same line by making known to him the
same resources for labour, conflict, and endurance.

W. J. There is a great tone of triumph in
chapter i.

A. E. P. It is not easy to go in for suffering:
it needs the power of God, known in the activities
of His purpose and grace.

W. W. If Paul was not downcast, is there
any excuse for our hanging our heads?

A. E. P. Not if we are prepared for suffering.
D. L. H. The servant may get an indication

of this, but Paul's was a very peculiar place.
A. E. P. I admit that. Perhaps we can hardly

expect to touch Paul as a servant, but I thought
we might follow a little in Timothy's wake,
Cl God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but
of power, and of love, and of wise discretion."

REM. The moral victory over evil and opposi
tion is gained through" suffering evil" according
to God's power.

F. O. In what way do we suffer now?
QUES. Is it to suffer loss here, self-denial and

the like?
F. O. To be misunderstood by Ohristians is a

keen suffering.
REM. The nearer we are to Christ, the more

we must suffer with Him here. David's mighty
men suffered with him.

A. E. P. One suffers evil along with the
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gospel. The good soldier of Jesus Christ takes
his share in suffering: it seems to be negative as
well as positive j he does not entangle himself.
and he endures.

D. L. H. We must suffer if we have any
vitality at all.

W. J. A verse in the Psalms gives the con
nection : " Our soul is exceedingly filled with the
scorning uf those that are at ease, and with the
contempt of the proud." (Psa, cxxiii. 4.) I have
connected that with suffering in Timothy. We
suffer in being misunderstood by other Chris
tians.

REM. Our difficulty comes from Ohristendom :
Paul's opposition came a good deal from outside.

REM. Paul's environments shewed how he
was suffering. There was not a brother who
had the heart to stand by him at Rome.

A. E. P. Should we not experience more of
that to-day if we were more up to the mark?

REM. In the case of Paul his sufferings were
more from planting the thing. Timothy's suffer
ings were more from the thing being given up
apostasy. It was not intimidation, but they
had not the heart to stand.

D. L. H. We begin to find in our own imme
diate circle that there is a rising of that kind of
thing. There is a great deal of worldliness
coming in amongst us : the course of this world
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is coming in very rapidly. One feels the im
portance of looking to ourselves individually.

REM. Next to the hindrance that you find in
yourself is the hindrance there is in those you
are with; they will not go on.

REM. Mr. Stoney made the remark that it is
the people who are going the same way as your
self that hinder you, not those who oppose you.
You soon get past them; but those that are
going the same way may not .be going fast
enough for you, and the tendency is to fall in
with them and to go their pace.

QUES. Well, what are you to do ?
D. L. H. Go ahead.
W. W. What is purge yourself?
D. L. H. Get out of their way.
W. W. And of their writings too?
D. L. H. It is monstrous that any should

want to read the writings of those whom we
have had to leave for the Lord's sake as though
in the expectation of getting the Lord's mind
from them.

A. E. P. Timothy was to study to approve
himself to God. The thought in this chapter
seems to be that the servant spreads the things
he has learned, and thus helps others on.

W. W. Yes, that is important.
A. E. P. To be crowned one must play accord

ing to the rules of the game.
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REM. You must be in good sunshine if you
are going to test delicate shades of colour.

GEO. C. In what way are we in danger of
denying Him?

D. L. H. I thought that to deny Him was
apostasy.

REM. If you give up the truth in any way
you are on the line of apostasy really.

W. W. Would you say that would apply to
those who adopt modes and ways which are not
according to God ?

D. L. H. That may be true, but it is a
question whether that is in the verse.

F. C. But would it not embrace both? It
would, I think, apply to the apostate, and also
have a moral application to ourselves.

J. S. A. Mr. Darby thought that it was an
abstract principle which might apply pretty
generally.

D. L. H. There are strong contrasts in the
chapter (see vel'. 12): "If we deny him, he also
will deny us."

REM. We shall not deny Him if we have
died with Him. What ruins us is what is going
on amongst us. If we are not going on in the
line of Christ we drop down to the line of man.
The difficulty is to strive according to the rules
of the game, and you can only do that as you
are strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
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You must drop down to the line of man if you
are not in the line of Christ.

REM. It is the down-grade.
A. E. P. I think we are to be on the up

grade, not only standing but moving on, and
helping others on.

GEO. C. The suffering is to see a man who is
on the down-grade successful, and one on the
up-grade not so successful.

W. W. The question is-what is success t
D. L. H. I was just going to say so. That is

the point.
A. E. P. If we are meet for the Master's use

and prepared for every good work, what better
success do we want than that?

J. P-TT. Bear with me, Are we sufficiently im
pressed with the thought of holiness? Holiness
is connected with the pure conscience. A good
conscience has righteousness in view, a pure
conscience has holiness in view. Holiness has a
great place here. One may maintain in a way
a good conscience, it is of all-importance, but a
great many have not a pure conscience. A good
conscience is not to do what is evil or wrong.
but a pure conscience raises the question of
holiness.

W. W. The truth has been revealed and the
witness is here, but the question is, shall we
have any part or share in it ?
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W. H. B-TT. Does not the Lord look for a
living witness of what is in Himself?

D. L. H. Now a word as to the company
which we have been hearing about. Some one
said in my hearing that it will lead to every
man doing what is right in his own eyes. I say,
no such thing for those who are exercised. We
have to go on with those individuals who are
following "righteousness, faith, charity, peace."
You go ahead yourself and you will find others
going on too. If you go ahead you will help
them, and if they are ahead of you they will
help you. We have come out to the Lord, and
we find that other people have done the same;
but we do not form a new company, but just go
on together. We should be refusing the Lord's
voice to us if we did not come together. It is
not any company that is charged to follow
"righteousness, faith, charity, peace," but the
individual. Do it yourself, and let others do it
for themselves. Our sheet-anchor is what we
get in this chapter. "Follow righteousness. faith,
charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord
out of a pure heart," and we do it without the
pretension of being anything in the way of
a special company. We have had to be delivered
from a lot of ecclesiastical pretension.

QUES. What about pntting out evil?
D. L. H. Well, we have to do the best we can,
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we must be apart from evil, and we have to put
it away, but let us do it without ecclesiastical
assumption.

J. S. A. There is no idea of ecclesiastical
position in the passage. "Flee also youthful
lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, love, peace,
with them that call on the Lord out of a pure
heart." We have no other justification for what
we are doing save what we have in this chapter.

-_.
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(JOHN XV.)

F. E. R. It is important to understand that
we are called upon to abide in Christ. It does
not say abide in a company.

REM. There would not be vitality in abiding
in a company.

F. E. R. No. The idea of abiding in a com
pany comes much more easily to the mind, and
is more readily grasped than that of abiding in
Christ. The church never had a human organi
sation, it had no centralisation according to
man's idea. There was the local company, and
there were certain privileges which belonged to
it; and if the assembly had no organisation at
the beginning, certainly, when Christianity has
broken down in the world, there is no good in
attempting it.

QUES. Was not Jerusalem recognised as a
centre 1

F. E. R. God did not give up Jerusalem in a
moment, but it never properly belonged to the
church.

QUES. Did not Antioch afterwards stand as
centre in contrast to Jerusalem 1
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F. E. R. The energy of the Spirit was there.
The peculiarity in the church was that it had a
centralisation which men could not understand
at all, this was in the Spirit. Popery is cen
tralised in the pope. Every system on earth
has some centralisation, it has a committee or
something of the kind.

QUES. Was there not an attempt at that in
Jerusalem?

F. E. R. Yes; and we sec how it worked.

REM. The apostles who remained at J eru
salem ought to have gone out.

F. E. R. Paul came under its influence when
James said to him, "Thou seest, brother, how
many thousands of Jews there are which be
lieve; and they are all zealous of the law."

QUES. Did the tendency develope so that the
power of the Spirit of God was lost?

F. E. R. I do not know how long this took.

REM. I suppose the true centre of the church
is in heaven.

F. E. R. It is; but there is a centre on earth
in the Spirit of God.

Qu ES. Is there not the same tendency to
centralisation now, and the only thing that
preserves from it is that things should be seen
spiritually?

F. E. R. Yes. Paul, in giving way to James'
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advice, went. the opposite way to that of the
Spirit.

He failed in the thing in which James
encouraged him to succeed, in appeasing the
prejudices of the Jews. One would fail now
if one started out to please men.

There is a danger of people having the idea of
being borne along by a system-of being attached
to a company. There is no company to be borne
along by. In the early days of the church it
was different. A great many then were carried
along by the influence of the company.

QUES. Is it not a great safeguard for young
Christians to be held by christian fellowship?

F. E. R. Yes; but abiding in Christ must come
first; you must first be held by Christ. We are
in danger of imitating Christendom, getting
people converted and brought into fellowship.
The true secret and power of fellowship is
abiding in Christ. You must have Christ before
you have christian fellowship.

REM. There is danger of putting a supposed
company in the place of Christ.

QUES. What would tend to make souls abide
in Christ?

F. E. R. I think the gain of it. We can
understand the gain of a man abiding in the
sunshine. A man steering a ship wants the
light of the sun; if he has a compass he wants
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something to check his compass by. Something
may go wrong with the compass, or the ship may
go wrong. Then: is no danger of the sun being
deflected.

QUES. It was something of that sort in Peter's
mind when he said, " Lord, to whom shall we go?
thou hast the words of eternal life 1"

F. E. R. Exactly. The brethren were ex
horted to "cleave to the Lord." If they got
away from Christ, it would be very much like
a man trying to steer his ship without the
sun.

QUES. You would not weaken the importance
of going on with the saints 1

F. E. R. No; that would be the effect. You
do not reach Christ through the company, but
the company through Christ.

QUES. Would you seek to find out if a soul
had attachment to Christ 1

F. E. R. Yes j you would see if the bond was
there. I do not speak of attachment in the
sense of feeling, but of a bond, a recognition in
the soul of a bond. The effect of that is abiding
in Christ.

REM. You find men sticking to business be
cause of the gain of it.

F. E. R. You abide in Christ on account of the
sunshine of it. No man can know the thoughts
of God towards man except in Christ. The
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effect of abiding in Christ is that a man abides
in the light of God's mind. "If we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another." Fellowship follows.

God is in the light in Christ. Everything
outside of Christ is darkness. What is in Christ
is outside of sight or sense. Then it is we have
fellowship with one another.

REM. We need not be afraid of christian
fellowship being disturbed if we are abiding in
the light. If two saints came together both
abiding in Christ there would be fellowship.

F. E. R. If people are abiding in Christ, in
the light of the sun, it will greatly affect them.
They would test everything by that; they would
not read half they do. People are greatly tested
by what they read. If people were abiding in
Christ, they would not care for the common
literature that feeds a great many minds.

REM. They would not fulfil the desires of
the flesh or the mind if they were abiding in
the sunshine.

F. E. R. Then again it would have a great
effect upon them in regard to their pathway.
In the details of their pathway things would be
exposed to them. They would not take up
with things unsuitable. "Whatsoever doth make
manifest is light." All that is embraced in the
will of God would be reached by us, and what is
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on the divine side would be taken up in our
souls in connection with Christ.

QUES. What about verse 10?
F. E. R. If you abide in Christ, it involves

the surrender of your will, because you are
guided by Christ, like a mariner adjusts his
compass by the sun. Walking in darkness, a
man stumbles; if you walk in the light of the
sun, you see the pathway..You keep the com
mandments of Christ, you are swayed and con
trolled by Him.

REM. Fruit-bearing ifl impossible without
sunshine.

F. E. R. Entirely. There are two things
essential to fruit-bearing, sunshine and rain.
Rain is the effect of sunshine, you would not get
rain without sunshine. If there is not plenty of
sunshine there will not be much rain. Every
thing is in Christ.

QUES. What do you understand by keeping
His commandments 1

REM. It comes to the practical surrender of
your own will. Abiding in Christ is the condi
tion on which it hangs. A man who adjusts his
compass acknowledges the sun as guide for the
compass.

QUES. How is that brought about?
F. E. R. In the recognition that you are not

capable of yourself. The cleverest man on earth
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is not enough for himself. You ought to
recognise that. If you take into consideration
all the vicissitudes you have to pass through,
no man is enough for himself. You want to be
in the light of God. In abiding in Christ there
is the continual maintenance of this in the soul.
In this world a man can only walk in the light
of the sun, and so it is spiritually, we can only
walk in the light of Christ, and this not only as
regards this world but as to eternity. In
~phesians v, you get into the sunshine. " Wake
up thou that sleepest, and arise up from among
the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee."
People would in this way overcome the world
instead of being overcome by it. Christ's com
mandments are the law of liberty.

QUES. Is not all that is expressed in Christ
become commandment to us in that way, so
that we are governed by Christ.

F. E. R. I think so. "The law of the Spirit
of life in Christ J esus hath made me free from
the law of sin and death." To a Christian, com
mandment would be the direction of a life that
loves Christ. Christ Himself is the command
ment. The appreciation of Christ lies at the
root of keeping His commandments.

REM. It is necessary to enjoy the expression
of life in Him before one can express it oneself.

F. E. R. I want to enjoy Himself. 1£ I would
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understand what man is in the eye of God I
must learn what Christ is. It is a Man who
kept His Father's commandments and who abode
in His love. It is a Man who is all that; that is
the point to get hold of. He says, " This com
mandment have I received of my Father," even
as to laying down His life. The commandment
is revealed in Him, but He is the One who
fulfils it.

REM. What was expressed in Christ was
what He was Himself; what has to be expressed
in us is Christ.

F. E. R. Christ relatively to God. In Christ
there was the perfect setting forth of God to
man, and the perfect setting forth of man to
God. It is a very great thing to think of.

QUES. Is not the vine and the husband (Rom.
vii.) something of the same thought?

F. E. R. The vine has passed away now, and
we have the husband. Christ is the beginning
of the creation of God. I do not believe in
evolution. When God began the creation lIe
had the top in view. All creation takes its
character from Christ. You must have Christ
in some sense represented in every part of the
creation of God. There is some trait of Christ
in every part. His being the revealer of the
Father is one thing, His being the beginning of
the creation of God is another thought.
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QUES. Was it not necessary that Christ
should take the place of the vine because of
Israel's failure?

F. E. R. I would not put it quite in that
way, for Israel was not the true vine. Christ
always was that, though it did not come out till
the failure was there; so as to the last Adam, I
would not say that He came in consequent on
the failure of man, though He came in after that
failure, but the second Man was the Man of God's
purpose. I think the young especially have to
learn that they are not to be borne along by a
company. There is no company capable of
doing it.

QUES. Is it not often that the company are
carried on by two or three?

F. E. R. It should not be 80.

QUES. What about" the angel of the church"
(H ..... ) 2nev. 11., 111. •

F. E. R. The angel of the church is mentioned
when the church was there. The difficulty now
is to find the church. I am afraid of the
tendency to look to a company. People have to
look to it that they are individually abiding in
Christ if they are to be a help to themselves or to
anybody else, and abiding in Christ involves the
surrender of our own wills. Those abiding in
Christ are abiding in the sunshine and they get
light on all their ways. The danger is that in
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coming into a company we may think we have
everything, and do not think of abiding in
Christ. The effect of not abiding in Christ is
that you order things, the details of your life,
according to man; you dress and furnish your
house according to the world, but if you abide in
the light everything is affected by the light. If
you abide in Christ, you seek to order things
morally. You might have a house in most
perfect order, and yet morally in the greatest
disorder, each one there asserting his own will.
Where you live is of no importance at all: the
great thing is to be jealous against moral dis
order. Outward order is order according to
man. The Lord did not care about outward
order and proprieties when He was down here.
What affected Him was the moral disorder that
existed. The J eWR were fastidious about out
ward order. Being under the influence of Christ
produces simplicity.

The fact is you get the light of God in
Christ. You have the mind of God brought
out as to everything. What can be greater than
being in the light of Christ? Christ is the
measure and expression of God's mind with
regard to man. I cannot learn it in myself or
in any other Christian, but in Christ. The
more I appreciate Christ, the more I enter into
the mind of God towards man. My apprehen-
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sion of His mind does not alter it, but I enter into
it more. God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto Himself. We want our loins girt
about with truth. That would work as to what
a man is in the inward parts.

QUES. Has not this side been much lost
sight of?

F. E. R. It has been taken up as being our
place in Christ.

Now as to fruit-there is produced in us that
which is morally agreeable to God. Fruit comes
out very much in our relations one with another.
Brethrenism is not fruit. We want to get rid of
that, of all that is the effect of our particular
associations-the self-complacency, assumption,
phraseology, and that kind of thing.

RI!:M. It would have a wonderful effect on
the young if they saw us in the sunshine.

F. E. R. Fruit comes out in our relation one
to another-love, joy, peace, all that is comely.
It is never artificial. Fruit is God-ward; it is
not service. Service may be fruit, but that is
not the idea of fruit.

QUES. Is it not the continuation of Christ
here?

F. E. R. Yes. Fruit reproduces itself. Chris
tianity was meant to be maintained by fruit.
Fruit being abundant in the circle, the circle
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would be maintained. God would not allow the
circle to pass away if there were fruit.

Fruit came out in the Philippians in sending
a gift to Paul. A meeting dies out because
there ceases to be fruit, like the churches in
Asia. The Spirit was given to attach you to
Christ, and now your responsibility is to abide
in Christ. It is natural to the Spirit to keep
you, but you have to abide.

QUES. Is there any distinction between
abiding in Christ and walking in the Spirit?

F. E. R. One is the consequence of the other.
Fruit is the same in either case.

QUES. Why is it connected with prayer?
"If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done
unto you."

F. E. R. Getting your petitions is the divinely
given evidence that you are in life, as in 1 John
iii, "Whatsoever we ask, we receive of him,
because we keep his commandments, and do
those things that are pleasing in his sight."
You are in the circle of love, and you get the
proof of it in that God gives you your petitions.
The beginning is to abide in Christ; if we are
not abiding in Christ, where are we? Abiding in
man. "The darkness is passing, and the true
light now shineth," and the next thing is abiding
in the light. It is wonderful how all comes
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back to abiding in Ohrist. It is often said a
meeting is poor because there is so little ministry.
There is sometimes an effort to pour a great deal
of ministry on a meeting where there is no sun
shine. Ministry will never make up for sunshine.
Ministry comes rightly enough when there is
plenty of sunshine. You may be sure you will
never correct things by ministry. We need a
great deal of exercise in the state of things in
which we are. Unless things are to go to the
bad entirely, we want a great deal of exercise
individually with regard to the point of abiding
in Ohrist. It is all very well to go on conform
ing ourselves to a standard of what is expected
amongst brethren, but that is not abiding in
Ohrist. It is a great comfort that Ohrist is
unaltered: He is as available as ever; the sun
shine is there. You can touch Christ, and Ohrist
touches you, and He is the perfect expression of
God's mind. The sun will not fail us. Paul in
prison is what I call a man.

REM. It is in continuance that the test comes,
and that means dependence.

F. E. R. Discipline comes in to help us.
REM. There is a verse in the Psalms which

says, " Which holdeth our soul in life."
F. E. R. The one great point for us is the

appreciation of Ohrist. If we appreciate Christ,
we turn away from man.
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F. E. R. The point that presented itself to
me for our reading was Matthew xvi.-Christ's
assembly and the kingdom of heaven.

This begins with the confession of Christ
according to the truth of His Person. Every
thing is now viewed from the divine side. We
get three great thoughts: (1) the treasure, in a
way, "I will build my assembly"; then (2) the
keys of the kingdom of heaven given to Peter;
and (3) the kingdom of the Son of Man. The
keys of the kingdom mean the administration of
the kingdom. The assembly is what Christ
builds-the treasure-you get thus the inward
and the outward thing. He buys the field for
the treasure. (Matt. xiii. 44.)

QUES. You would say" my assembly" and
the kingdom spoken of here both began at
Pentecost?

F. E. R. The assembly was there in a sense
before the Holy Ghost came. It became the
house of God then, for God dwelt there by the
Spirit. Peter had the administration of the

* At Calne.
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kingdom; the administration of the. kingdom
took place when Christ went on high, else it
would not be the kingdom of heaven. The
assembly which Christ builds is really mystery
He hides it.

QUES. Would it be that the Holy Spirit
came and sealed what Christ had already built?

F. E. R. Yes; Christ built the house for God;
so in Peter it is spoken of as a spiritual house.
Christ is not exactly going on building, but in
the power of the Spirit the building is expanded
or extended.

REM. In John xx, they were all of one.
F. E. R. Yes; Christ had held them together;

when He was here on earth He was doing, to a
large extent, the work of the Spirit.

QUES. Does not the public proclamation of
the gospel cease from this chapter?

F. E. R. No. The proclamation that Jesus
was the Christ ceased, was sealed up. and Christ
builds the assembly.

QUES. What is the value of it ?
F. E. R. We get an idea of the character of

the assemhly from the foundation, the rock on
which it is built; but the value of it is that in
it you get His mind. It is in a sense what the
Urim and Thummim were to Israel. We can
get His mind by being in the truth of it. It is
not an outward public thing, as saints gathered
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together at Corinth; in that we see the outward
form of the assembly.

REM. We have thought of manifestation,
something to be seen, but it is the treasure,
something spiritual.

F. E. R. Yes, I think so. It is a great thing'
to have the mind of Christ down here. Who
would understand the bearing of the truth of
the seven churches except one in the truth of
the assembly? It is a great point to see what
the mind of Christ is at any given moment.
We want to know what Christ thinks of things.
We shall not get that if we are not in the truth
of Christ's assembly. The appreciation of Christ,
of what He is divinely, gives the foundation.

REM. It is like Psalm Ixxiii., going into the
sanctuary.

F. E. R. Yei'l, you g'et His mind.
QUES. Would it be something like the

oracle?
F. E. R. Yes, I think so.
QUES. Would you say a word about the

temple and the house?
F. E. R. House is more the social aspect of

the church; the temple more the shrine. The
house of God is the place for which a man learns
how to behave himself. (1 Tiro. iii.) The oracle
is connected with the temple. I think God's
house is His household. The church is the pillar
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and ground of the truth; the truth of God is
deposited in the church; that is, connected with
its responsibility, In what we have in Matthew
xvi. is involved the mind of Christ, The mind
of Christ is here, and there is a way in which it
is gained. You come across Christians still
entangled in the world and worldly associations,
and they have not the mind of Christ. It is
dependent on what Christ has built. You do
not get His mind if you are not kindred to
Christ in nature.

REM. That is the relation in which Eve stood
to Adam.

F. E. R. Exactly. She knew his mind. If
you are kindred to Christ in nature you know
His mind. There is a re.sponse on our part.

QU1<.s. Is that what Peter refers to in his
first epistle ?

F. E. R. Exactly. As living stones you are
built up; you are kindred to the Living stone.
We appreciate His love and we love in response
to it. We are one with Him in that way. It
is no good talking about our being kindred in
nature if there is not mutual affection. Abiding
in Christ is being under His influence. It is in
the kingdom that He builds His assembly.

QUES. Is there any thought connected with
Christ's assembly except getting His mind?
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F. E. R. I think that is the great thought, no
other suggests itself to me.

REM. Israel had the mind of God ?
F. E. R. Yes; they were Jehovah's assembly.
QUES. What is the application of Urim and

Thummim?
F. E. R. That is the divine judgment of

everything.
QUES. Does the Lord refer to it in John xv.,

"I have called you friends" ?
F. E. R. Exactly.
REM. In Philadelphia they have the mind of

Christ; a true Philadelphian would be one who
understands the truth of the assembly?

F. E. R. Yes, I think so. There are not
many scriptures which present the assembly in
this point of view. The truth of Christ's Person
comes out in Peter's confession. Peter confesses
Him by the revelation of the Father, The Lord
takes the name of Son of man with regard to
Himself. The Son of the living God has to do
with the assembly; the Son of man is the title
connected with the kingdom. What comes in
between is the kingdom of heaven. The king
dom of heaven indicates the light which subsists
for every man, like the sun rules in the heavens.
The kingdom of heaven is preached to every
man. The thought in it is not that you get the
mind of Christ, but that you see your way.
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When Peter opened the door of the kingdom to
Cornelius and his friends they saw their way.
The kingdom of heaven is light by which man
can see a way through this world. Light is set
in heaven to bear rule on earth. Man has no
light in himself. A man may be wise enough in
things of this world but at the end may be a
fool. Man has no light in him and so must
walk in the light of the sun.

QUES. You connect the kingdom more with
Christ up there and the church with the Spirit
down here?

F. E. R. Yes, I do. The church is the mystery,
the mind of Christ resides there. The kingdom
of heaven subsists and is preached for every
man. In its application it is individual. I can
find a way through the world. How can a man
who has no knowledge of God's will take a way
through the world? The planets have each an
orbit, but all have reference to the Bun. Christ
is our sun. The planets have no light in them;
they have light relatively to the sun. Men are
brought into the kingdom by receiving it. The
subject of testimony is Christ in heaven as a
light for men j if a man receives that. he comes
into the kingdom and fiods a way down here. I
order my path in God's will. You must appre
hend Christ in relation to all men, like the sun
in the heavens. The proclamation of forgiveness
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of sins is in connection with the kingdom. God
has set a great moral light in the heavens on the
ground of redemption to be there for every man.
The apostle preached the kingdom; everybody
who preaches now preaches the kingdom-that
Christ is light, on God's side the light is there
for every man. In the first part of Psalm xix.
the sun is seen as set in the heavens; then there
is the law and testimony of the Lord, &c. It is
first Christ es light, then Christ in the heart.
Christ is a light for every man. This comes
very close to the truth of Headship. The sun is
the great head of the universe, so Christ is the
great head of the moral universe.

QUES. What is the difference between the
kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God?

F. E. R. One is perhaps more the objective
side, and the other the subjective: the kingdom
of God seems connected with the Spirit; the
kingdom and the assembly are always kept
clear; there is what is individual and what is
corporate. The kingdom does not raise the
question of our relation to one another, it is
light for our individual path here. The king
dom of heaven will apparently in the future
take the character of the kingdom of the Son
of man. He purges it.

The everlasting gospel is hardly the gospel of
the kingdom, but an appeal to men to fear God
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because the hour of His judgment is come.
The Lord is now in heaven, not here, and that
gives character to the kingdom. The Thessa
lonians were evidently in the good of the
kingdom. The power of the kingdom of heaven
is moral; in the kingdom of the Son of man the
power will be also actual and evident. The
kingdom of heaven is light; man has no light
in himself, he is dependent on light that comes

.from another scene. If you are in the light
of heaven-that is, in the light of Christ
you will know that God is going to head up
all things in Christ, and will order your path in
reference to that.

REM. Everyone must be in the kingdom
before he can be in the assembly?

F. E. R. Yes, morally. The kingdom, as I
said, has its relation to us in our individual
path. You must get out of lawlessness in to
the light and rule of the sun.

QUES. Is the Son of man coming in His king
dom what we have in the beginning of chapter

.. ?
XVll..

F. E. R. Yes, everything is then subjugated.
The power of evil must be cast out of heaven
before you can get the kingdom of the Son of
man. What Ohrist is in heaven has relation
to earth. The effect of casting out of the evil
in heaven will be the heading up of evil here,
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and that will be the fitting moment for setting
up the kingdom of the Son of man.

The Thessalonians were waiting for the public
manifestation of what they were already in
morally. But their part will be not to be in
the kingdom, but to reign; the righteous will
shine forth as the sun; we do not do that very
much now. I am now better off than the most
able man in this world, I do not stumble, I have
light and I know where the way leads to. God
has made known to us the mystery of His will.

REM. That involves the denial of self?
F. E. R. Yes, and that Christ should be every

thing; it is blessed to see how everything is
secured morally. God has been pleased to intro
duce in Christ three things: rule, atmosphere
and light. God on His part begins with bring
ing in light. But in our apprehension we come
under rule first, then we get life in the christian
atmosphere and then light. The first thing God
said in Genesis was, "Let there be light." Light
is the last thing we really enter into; it in
volves spiritual intelligence and the entering
into what God is in His own nature. It is the
knowledge of God in what God is to us down
here, as seen in 1 John iv.

REM. Then we believe the love?
F. E. R. Exactly. Love is perfected with us

that we may have boldness in the day of judg-
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ment. Until a man is under rule he is in
lawlessness. The first thing is for him to get
out of lawlessness, The point of departure is
the point of recovery. The devil led man into
lawlessness, and the Son of God came to undo
the works of the devil.

Then the next thing is the christian circle,
you love the brethren, and in this we know that
we have passed out of death into life. Love is
the atmosphere in which you live, there is no
life outside it. Then the last thing is light,
that is, the application of love to the Christian
in all his path right up to the day of judgment.



THAT WHICH ENLIGHTENS US
BECOMES TO US LAW."

(PSALMS XVI., XIX.)

I WANT to give you one thought-namely, that
that by which men are enlightened becomes law
to them; it is a principle which all can take in
-it is not a difficult sentence. You see it with
people of the world; if a man has been en
lightened by philosophy it becomes law to him, or
if by science it is the same thing, the principle
is true.

I want first to say what the light is and then
to show how it becomes Jaw. If that by which
we have been enlightened does not become law
to us it proves that the light has not been very
bright. The brighter the light the greater the
law.

In the series of Psalms up to xvi, you find
weakness in the experience of saints, for till you
get to Psalm xvi. you have not got a Man. But
when you come to Psalm xvi. you have a Man
who of necessity must go to the right hand of
God; He was so divinely perfect, earth could
not hold Him. Man was made for earth and

* Lecture at Calne.
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earth was good enough for him as so made; but
what has come to pass in the ways of God is
that a Man has been manifested here on earth
whom earth could not contain. He must go to
the right hand of God: "at thy right hand there
are pleasures for evermore." I allow that Christ
went there too on the ground of redemption, so
that He might carry others with Him to heaven,
which could not have been the case had He gone
in only on the ground of His personal perfection.
He came from heaven and went back to heaven
-that is the },fan of Psalm xvi. In Psalm xvii,
His sentence comes forth from the presence of
God. There were two men, the man of the earth
and the Man of Psalm xvi., and God had to
determine between the two. You get the same
thought in John xvii. 25, "0 righteous Father,
the world hath not known thee: but I have
known thee, and these have known that thou
hast sent me." The righteous Father had to
determine between the world and Ohrist.

Then in Psalm xviii. you get the exercises
and history of Israel taken up in Christ and
carried on to the ultimate glory. But when we
come to Psalm xix, our mind is carried from
earth to heaven. The thought hid in it is a very
great one indeed. I look at it morally, for if
scripture speaks of phenomena or of what is
apparent, it always has a moral thought in
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view. It is most important to read scripture in
that light. Even as to historical occurrences
related, they are not related as history, but for
the moral point in them. The earth declares
the glory of man-a very poor glory, a
Babylonish glory, but man is content with it.
But earth also declares the dishonour of God:
if you look abroad you see moral confusion
good and evil entangled; God is not the author
of confusion but of peace. The coming in of
Christ meant peace, but you never get it
established till you get the disentanglement of
good and evil. The works of the devil are seen
in the confusion of good and evil, and the Son of
God was manifested that He might undo the
works of the devil; when that is accomplished
there will be peace, not confusion. Man is
content to have his glory in a scene of confusion.
This is true of many a king since Nebuchad
nezzar. Man is not at al! pa.rticular about moral
confusion; in fact, he does not detect it very
much, he is so much at home in it. But if you
look up, the heavens declare the glory of God,
the firmament shews His handiwork. God's
glory is that in which He is effulgent; no one
can carry glory to God; His glory must be the
effulgence of Himself. If I look at the work of
God upon earth I see confusion; but if I look
up to heaven, there is no confusion there. The
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more men know of astronomy, the more they
see the perfect order there: the heavens declare
His glory. But my point is to look at the thing
morally, not simply as a question of God's handi
work. The heavens declare His glory, and
why? Because you find there the answer to
Psalm xvi. In Psalm xvi. you have glory down
here, but in Psalm xix. Christ is set in the
heavens, and so the heavens declare God's glory.
God's glory is the moral effulgence that shines
out in Christ: we behold the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ. What we see in Christ
is every right of God maintained, and yet light
and salvation to men. I want you to take
that in. Christ in glory appeared to Paul j

He was light and salvation for Paul as He is for
everyone on earth. The grace of God has
appeared-where? In Christ: the practical
result is that grace reigns through righteousness
for the glory of God. We can understand that j

the sun is a figure of it-it is a light set in
heaven to enlighten men on earth, .. In them
hath he set a tabernacle for the sun." Paul was
a remarkable exemplification of this, and so too
the Philippian jailor. I do not doubt that Paul
put before the latter how every right of God
was secured in Christ so that He might be
salvation to men. The light becomes law to us.
What is the light we get by Christ? The light
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of grace: He has opened to us the heart of God.
I take it no one here is a remarkable person in
this world; but in another way we a1"(3 remark
able, for we know what is in the heart of God
towards men. How did we know the forgiveness
of sins? Because we learned that forgiveness
was in the heart of God towards men. How do
we know grace? Because grace is in His heart;
Christ has made it plain and it shines now in
Christ. In His name repentance and remission
of sins are preached. Where were repentance
and remission to be known? In the heart of
God towards men. If I apprehend that, I am
not one bit afraid of God. I see the same as to
eternal life-that it is in the heart of God to
wards men; so in our weakness and poverty we
are rich, for you cannot have greater riches than
to know what is in the heart of God for men;
every right of God maintained that Christ might
be for salvation to the ends of the earth.

Now I will illustrate the principle I speak of:
Christ enlightened Paul j he saw a light greater
than the sun and he was enlightened by one
word from Christ, IC Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou me ?" He knew then very well that there
was nothing in the heart of God against him
But then he says, "To me to live is Christ;" the
One who was light to him became his law.
Again, in John ix. the blind man knew who had
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enlightened him and he did Him homage. And
again, the two blind men to whom Christ gave
sight followed Jesus in the way; they might not
have been able to tell why they followed Him,
but He had become law to them. In the parable
of the good Samaritan (though the lawyer did
not follow it out) the lawyer had answered,
"He that shewed mercy" was the neighbour,
and the Lord said, " Go, and do thou likewise."
If he had had his eyes opened to the apprehen
sion of Christ he would then have done likewise.
You have to look at what you are enlightened by.
Some people think they are enlightened by works
of fiction, and if. so what they read will be law
to them. It is a very important thing to be
enlightened by true light, for then it becomes
law to you. I will refer now to the latter
part of the psalm (vel's. 4, 5, 6), "In them
hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, which is as
a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and
rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. His
going forth is from the end of the heaven, and
his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is
nothing hid from the heat thereof." I will shew
the reference of that expression to Christ in
Romans x. 16-18. The report there referred to
is that which the Holy Ghost has brought down
from heaven. A great moral light has been set
in heaven-that is the report. I trust all here
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have been enlightened j it is a great thing to
walk in the light of God. We need naturally to
he in the light of the sun, the light of this world.
But the light of God shines in the face of Jesus
Christ j it is only there you get it, and I cannot
conceive anything more blessed than to walk in
the light of God's heart towards me, or rather
towards men. I can understand a timid believer
hesitating to appropriate it to himself, but God
has no two thoughts in regard to men; Christ is
His mind towards all men.

I take up the details of the second part of the
psalm-the law of J ehovah. You come here to a
more limited circle bringing in the thought of
relationship, as is evident from the name em
ployed. It converts the soul j that is the first
effect of the law. If you have not law you are
lawless. We have not now the ten command
ments but we have law; it is a great thing
to have Christ as law. All of us have been
enlightened by Christ and He is law to us; the
effect is that it converts the soul. If you can
think of a woman married to a perfect husband
he would of necessity become law to her. He is
not law to her till they are married; there may be
attachment before, but there is no true affection
of husband and wife till they are married. Then
every thought in her mind is revolutionised,
every interest of hers is subordinated to the new



190 TRUTH FOR THI!:TIME.

interest of her hu sband, The law of the Lord is
perfect. No woman has a perfect husband,
though she may think it, as every wife does;
but our being married to Ohrist ought to work a
perfect revolution in us. I surrender my own
interests and am governed now by the interests
of Ohrist. That is the revolution that takes
place in everyone who is married to Christ;
then you bring forth fruit to God.

"The testimony of the Lord is sure, making
wise the simple." I will illustrate this from
Luke x. 21, 22, 38-42. Christ was revealing
the Father; that was His testimony, and Mary
sat at His feet and heard His testimony; she
had chosen the good part; He Himself was
the testimony to her. It was beautiful to see
her sitting at His feet, and what held her
was what He was; it made her wise. She
was simple, but she became wise. You re
member how the Lord vindicated her; she was
the one person who did the right thing-the
testimony of the Lord made her wise. She
was not at the grave; she knew that Christ
would rise again j the testimony of the Lord
was sure, and her conduct was the evidence of
her wisdom.

"The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing
the heart." If you look at Luke xxiv. 46-53,
you will see what were the statutes of the Lord
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ordained to the disciples. His name was the
statutes j repentance and remission of sins were
to be preached in His name: the statutes were
right, rejoicing their hearts, they returned to
Jerusalem with great joy.

Another thought-" The commandment of the
Lord is pure." The commandment is Christ
Himself; you will never carry out His command
ment except a!" you have Christ Himself com
manding the heart. "This is my commandment,
That ye love one another, as I have loved you."
We are to love one another with a pure heart
fervently, and the effect of that is you get
enlightened. Christians are often not very
intelligent because Christ is not commandment
to them. I refer to Colossians ii. The first
thing there is to be knit together in love; it
is about the one thing in the world that is
pure, and then not only are you knit together,
but you advance to all riches of the full
assurance of understanding.

"The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for
ever: the judgments of the Lord are true and
righteous altogether." We read in 2 Corinthians
v, 10: "For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that everyone may
receive the things done in his body, according
to that he hath done, whether it be good or
bad." The" terror" of the Lord should be
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read "fear." What was the fear of the Lord
to Paul? Christ, and the right that Christ had
to judge. He was not afraid of Christ; he
would not be judged of man's day, but he
recognised the right and title that Christ had to
judge of his conduct down here. And what is
the effect? It is clean; we persuade men, but
we are made manifest to God, we cannot cherish
an unclean, unworthy motive.

"The judgments of the Lord are true and
righteous altogether." To illustrate this I refer
you to John vii, 17, 18. You see there that
Christ answers morally to the judgments of the
Lord, He tests everything by Himself. You get
the idea of His judgment in Revelation i., "feet
like to fine brass": the seven churches are
tested and judged by Christ Himself, He is true
and altogether righteous. You can understand
that whether it is fear, or statutes, or law, or
judgments, all is presented to us in Christ, and
He is all these things to us. It is a great thing
to have Him for law. He says, "Come unto
me ... take my yoke upon you and learn of
rue . . . and ye shall find rest to your souls."
To take His yoke is to engage in the service of
love. The apostle said virtually to the Galatians,
you are desirous of law, why do you not fulfil
Christ's law and bear one another's burdens?

Mary found the testimonies of the Lord sure,
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making wise the simple : she surpassed the
disciples in intelligence. The thief on the cross
was intelligent above all; he recognised what he
was himself, but also what Ohrist was. We
have all to be tested by Christ. Let Ohrist be
law to you; love one another with a pure
heart fervently and you will get your eyes
greatly enlightened. The fear of the Lord is
clean. It kept the apostle clean, he was never
governed, as far as we know, by unworthy
motives.

"The judgments of the Lord are true and
righteous altogether. More to be desired are
they than gold . . . . sweeter also than honey
and the honeycomb." People run after gold and
after honey-what is sweet and pleasant in this
world; but these things of which God speaks
are more to be desired, and in keeping of them
there is great reward. There is great reward
in being married to Christ.

The longer I live the more I appreciate
scripture, not simply the detail, but that from
beginning to end you have a living, powerful
voice speaking in strong moral accents-a voice
which is the expression of feeling, the voice of
One who is affected by what is passing down
here.

We may well echo what we get at the end of
the psalm, " Let the words of my mouth, and the
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meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy
sight. 0 Lord, my strength, and my redeemer,"

You may depend upon the truth of the
principle that that by which we are enlightened
must of necessity become law to us.

F.E.R.



THE SERVICE OF THE LIVING GOD.·

(RED. IX.)

I WOULD offer at the outset a word of apology,
as my thought is to speak to you on a subject,
and I do not very much approve of speaking on
subjects to believers; for a Person-Christ Him
self-is evidently the subject of all testimony.
But what I want to speak of is important
enough, and if I can carry my thought through,
you will not think that I have introduced it
without the idea of a Person.

My subject is worship. It is important for us
to understand something about worship; all the
ideas around us as to it are fundamentally
wrong, and I will tell you why-it is that
people come together for what they find pre
pared for them. Now that is not a true thought,
for in what is true the point is not what you
find but what you yourself bring. It is a
fundamental difference which most can appre
ciate. In a large part of my life my thought
as to the service of God was of coming to what
I found ordained and arranged. In result I

• Lecture at Chippenham.
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found, like many others, that true worship must
be dependent on what we bring, for apart from
that there is nothing to be found; and moreover
you must not trust in anyone else to bring
anything. People come to our meetings and
they have a sort of confidence that somebody
will bring something, but the point is what you
bring. The true ground of service or worship is
seen in this chapter. We often speak of preach
ing or teaching, which have men in view, as ser
vice, but that is not the way in which the word
is employed here; it means the service of God
In verse 1 and again in verses 6, 13, 14, it is the
same word-to serve or worship the living God.
In verse 6 the worship of old is seen to depend
on the priests, but who is the" your" in verse
14? It is the believer, the one who attempts to
draw nigh. It is that contrast that I want to
bring out. The priests went into the first taber
nacle, but what about the people? They had
no part in carrying on the service, they were
lookers on, all was carried on by the priests. It
was in a way (I would say it reverently) ready
made service, the people could bring- nothing to
it at all, they only came near to what was already
prepared. And yet the people were the great
concern of God. Now you have to a large
extent the counterpart of that in Christendom.
Whether in church or chapel, certain arrange-
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ments are made, and all is carried out according
to them; there is a worldly sanctuary and the
clergy or ministers go into the first tabernacle
accomplishing the service of God. People come
to what they find, they are not exercised to
bring anything at all. They may be invited
to join in it, but it is carried on officially, and
the people come to what they find-prepared to
accept such an arrangement. Now even in the
simplest kind of meeting you may find the
same thing prevailing. People come, in their own
thought, to a ready made meeting j the service
will go on whether they bring or do not bring
anything, they come to a service, and go back
in that way to the first tabernacle. That is all
fundamentally wrong; there is no such thing in
the present day as anything prepared or official
-priests entering in; there are no official priests.
If Christ were on earth, He even would not be a
priest; and in regard to the common people,
which we all are, we do not come to a ready
made service, our service can only be carried
on by what we bring, and if we do not bring
anything, there is no power to carry on any
service j all is dependent on what we bring;
the service will never be above what we bring,
a very important principle, which I wish all
would lay hold of.

I refer to the other error-the expectation
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that some one else will bring something'. Every
one should be concerned to bring what is
necessary. What you can bring will have a
very important influence on the meeting. I
charge everyone here not to come to the
meetings with the idea that you will find a
ready made service, for if you do you are
going back to what God has rejected. You
may depend upon it that the worship will be
dependent on what we bring,

I will say a little as to the preparation: if
you have got the preparation, you will bring
something, and so the preparation is very
important.

Perhaps you will look at verses 11-14. Did
you ever consider what that passage means?
What I understand it to signify is that Christ
has formed a platform before God which is avail
able for us. You may say that it is a difficult idea
to entertain; but you must entertain it. When
He was down here it was not so. He abode alone
in His own personal perfection, and there was
nothing to hinder His returning to heaven from
whence He came. But having accomplished re
demption, Christ has entered on a ground which
is available for us-a point of the last moment
for you and me to apprehend. People may say.
Where is the holy place? I believe it is a
moral idea; it is the ground or footing which
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Christ has taken up, and which is available
for us, because He has obtained eternal re
demption. It is a great thing to see that He
has entered on a footing that is available for
us. He did associate people with Himself on
earth, but as to the platform on which He was,
He was evidently alone; but now He has entered
in. It is not a question of heaven or earth, it
is not a place, but a ground or whatever word
you like to use, available for us, and on that we
can stand before God. You do not want to go
to church or chapel for that, nor to the meeting,
If you do not find it outside the meeting you
will not find it inside ; it is the platform that He
has found, and it is now the question of the in
dividual apprehension in the soul of the place
which Christ has taken. That is the first thing.
I cannot talk of worship if that is not appre
hended. I t was not the mind of the Lord to
return to heaven alone, He has found a ground
available for us; you do not want a clergy or
anything official, it is a question of the appre
hension of each soul.

Now there are two points in the preparation
appreciation and purgation. You cannot do
without either, and they have to follow in that
order; then you have your preparation complete
and are qualified for the service of God. You
may have an archbishop or a cardinal, but with-
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out this preparation he cannot serve God; and if
there is appreciation and purgation, a bed-ridden
woman may be as qualified to serve as any other.
A child might serve the living God, for with a
child there may be appreciation and purgation,
and no one can serve the living God without
them.

Now look at chapter viii. 6-13 and turn for a
moment to Luke x. 38-42-xi. 1-4. I do not
suppose you will see exactly the connection in
my mind between these passages. I was saying
that the first point as to qualification is to
apprehend the platform on which Christ has
entered.

But I am going to speak now about thtl
preparation. The first thing is to appreciate
Christ as the covenant; you cannot understand
what it is to approach God if you do not. In
your own thought of things your man has
changed; you have become another man by your
appreciation of the covenant. I will tell you
what is essential to a covenant on the part of
God-that it should make known what God is
in His disposition towards us, as a man's will
makes known his disposition towards his heirs.
I might go through scripture and point to many
covenants; the covenant after the flood made
known the disposition of God towards man, and
so with David, it made known God's disposition
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towards him, and the new covenant makes
known His disposition now towards man. We
only know God by His disposition towards us.
Many of us here have children; my children
know me by knowing my disposition towards
them, that I would do the best I could for them.
They cannot read my inmost heart, but they
learn me by finding my disposition towards
them.

But there is another point, and that is-know
ing that disposition I respond to it. My child
learns from infancy what my mind is toward it,
and knowing me thus it responds to it. Those
are two principles which everyone ought to
take in.

Now, in the new covenant the importance is
that God is known in His disposition towards
us, and then that we respond to that. If that
passage (chap. viii. 11, 12) means anything it
expresses 'the disposition of God, and thus He is
made known. But in the preceding verse it is
said, "This is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel after those days, saith
the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind,
and write them in their hearts: and I will be to
them a God, and they shall be to me a people:"
that is the response to the knowledge of God.
Things are stated in the inverse order to what is
the case in their application to us, in that the
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knowledge comes first, and then the law of God
is written in our hearts; that is the principle.

Now how is all that to be brought about? By
the appreciation of Christ, for we cannot see the
truth except in Christ. We cannot understand
the disposition of God towards men except as we
see it in Christ. Hence, as I understand it,
Christ is the covenant, for on the one hand it is
in Him that God's disposition is set forth, and
on the other, He is the perfect response as to all
that man should be for God. He is the bond.

In Luke x. 38-42 we see how Mary appreciated
Christ, and I think it was founded on this, that
He made known God in His disposition towards
her; I connect it with verse 22, " All things are
delivered to me of my Father: and no man
knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and
who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom
the Son will reveal him." The ground and
character of her appreciation was that Christ
revealed God to her. But in chapter xi. 1-3 we
get another point. What suggested to the
disciples that they should ask Him to teach
them to pray? We might have done the same.
I think they felt that Christ was everything
a man should be for God and therefore that He
could teach them to pray; He Himself could
spend a night in prayer to God. When He was
born there was good pleasure in men. Now if
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you have followed what I have said, you will see
that we get two things in Christ. He declared
God's disposition, grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ, it was declared in Himself. Those who
came in contact with Him felt the grace of God,
there can be no doubt about it. I refer to Luke
vii. 41-50 because it is evident to my mind that
the woman in Simon's house apprehended that
God was declared to her in Jesus; in the parable
tha.t the Lord propounded He exposed things as
they were, but there was grace. He was the
creditor, and she felt it; but He was the
covenant to her; God was declared to her soul.
But my point is, we want to appreciate Christ
not. only as declaring- God, but as being the
perfect response on man's part before God, so
that you can ask Him to teach you to pray.
He leads us into the response, we get the ability
to pray from Christ. Christ is the covenant j

we apprehend Him as the One who has declared
God; but who is also all that man should or
would be for God. It is a true saying that
people are pretty much what they appreciate,
and if you appreciate Christ as having declared
God's disposition, and as being all that a man
could be for God, you have changed your man;
you have set yourself aside and put on another
man-the new man which is created after God
in righteousness and holiness of truth. You
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could not understand the new man if you did
not learn it in Christ. I discard the old man
and appreciate the new, and am characterised
by what I appreciate. If Christ is appreciated
in my heart, God is known, and my delight is
in the knowledge of God, I joy in God by our
Lord Jesus Christ. We are to glory in knowing
God, and we know Him by knowing His dis
position. But then there is the other side;
Christ teaches me to pray, I pray by His Spirit.
I cannot conceive any more radical change in
a person, it meant a change of husband, and
if so, a change of man morally on my part.
I am no longer in the flesh, for the Spirit of
God dwells in me. Christ is available for every
body, and He is the covenant to me, and so the
believer gets the appreciation of Christ, and if
he comes to the meeting he brings his apprecia
tion of Christ. Do not put this aside, and
say, somebody else will bring it; take care
that you bring it. It is not the exclusive
portion of the learned or intelligent, but it is
for the youngest and most illiterate. What is
there in this Babylonish world that is really
worth anything but the appreciation of Christ?

The second qualification for service is purga
tion. This is not known till you have the first
-appreciation. Many here might put it the
opposite way, but I believe in the order I have
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indicated. The one who has appreciation of
Christ has purgation, that is my conviction.
When forgiveness of sins is preached and one
recei ves the testimony in faith, it is not that
he believes that he has got it, but that it
is there for him in Christ, and the Spirit is
the seal of that faith. He appropriates it. But
when he gets the Spirit he sees that Christ
has sealed the covenant in His blood, and he has
purgation. We get the covenant in Christ, and
the seal of it in His blood, and that brings
purgation of conscience so that we can serve the
living God. It is what is brought before us in
the Lord's supper. That all may be confirmed
by scripture, see 1 John v, 6-8. Christ" came by
water and blood." In the order of presentation
in the gospel the blood comes first, but when the
Spirit bears witness to its application to us it
comes last. No one can know the witness of
the blood until he has the Spirit. The first thing
is the appreciation of Christ in the soul as the
covenant, then you get by the Spirit the sense of
purgation, so that you can worship the living God.
Two things are essential-Christ known in the
heart as declaring the disposition of God, and
the seal of the covenant in His blood; hence you
get purgation from dead works to serve the
living God. Those are the qualifications at the
service of the simplest and humblest believer.
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In coming to the meeting it is not a question of
coming to find but to bring, and what we bring
must of necessity be according to God. You
want to understand in your soul the platform
that Christ has established,· and to have the
appreciation of Christ as the covenant, and the
sense by the Spirit of the blood of purgation.

I believe the question of worship is a very
important one, for we may practically drop
down to what is a.round and look for a worldly
sanctuary and ordinances of service. It might
have been right once, but it is not so now; now
all depends on what we bring; each must bring
something; do not trust your neigh bour to bring
it, bring it yourself.

F. E. R.

:-



READI HQ.*
(PHIL. H.)

QUES. What is your thought as to "the
mind of Christ" in verse 5 ?

F. E. R. If we are going to be here for the
glory of God, we have like Christ to die out
of the present order of things; that is what
we are not always prepared for. People want
to be something in the order of this world, and
they use Christianity to that end.

REM. Like the Corinthians.
F. E. R. Christ came down into this order,

humbling Himself and becoming obedient to
death; He came into it for the will of God
but died out of it, and it was as out of it that
He received exaltation, and that is the path for
us. People would like a recognition from God
well enough in this order of things, but that
is not the divine way; if you get recognition on
the part of God, it is outside of this order of
things- you must die to it. Christ took that
path, He humbled Himself to the death of the
cross. It is a great thing while in this world
not to want a place in it.

QUES. Is it as an example that Christ is
brought before us here?

* At Devises,
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F. E. R. It is His mind, and you are to bfl
partaker of it; Christ coming into this world
gives us light as to what the divine way is.

QUES. What is the difference between this
and the" mind of Christ" in 1 Corinthians ii. 16 ?

F. E. R. Here it is more the purpose of mind;
in 1 Corinthians it is more the intelligent
faculty: the "mind of the flesh" is not the
intelligence but what lies in the flesh. This
mind of Christ would lead us to humble our
selves. As long as the present order of things
exists you can only expect to he nothing; few
are prepared for that.

QUES. What is the "consolation in Christ"
(ver. I)?

F. E. R. Paul is referring to what he had
experienced at the hand of the Philippians
their care for him; the point with him was that
they should complete his joy. They had been
united in heart about him, but the test was with
regard to each other. Their fellowship in the
gospel was expressed by their gift to him, and
he acknowledges this and goes on to say-" Ful
fil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded."

REM. We are tested in our relations with
each other?

F. E. R. Yes; the point is to get out of death;
all is cold in death; we want to get into life
where everything is warm. As long as people
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are detained by the world they are chilled by it.
People in the world are in the chill of death.
"By this we know that we have passed from
death into life, because we love the brethren."
It is impossible to get the true thought of love
to the brethren as long as people are in the
world.

REM. If we have "this mind" it will take
us out of that chilly region?

F. E. R. Yes; for Christ is out of it.
REM. I was thinking what marvellous grace

that it should be open to us to have this mind.
F. E. R. I think so; but people often want

to remain in that in which Christ is not; they
cannot get on if they seek to be conspicuous in
that which Christ has left. Christ had the right
to be something here, but He went down; we
cannot go down, for we cannot be lower than we
are j we have to accept where we are; the effort
of people is to get up. Christ could go down
because He was so great. We cannot become
obedient unto death for it is the portion of us
all, it is where we start; we cannot go lower
than we are. Until Christ came into death
there was no such thing with man as the accept
ance of death; man could never have accepted
it apart from Christ's death.

REM. Death was the end of Christ's path,
but it is the beginning of ours.
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F. E. R. Well, it is the end of the path in
this world. but it is our beginning with God.
Christ has come into death that we might accept
the fact that death is on us; we could not do it
otherwise. What you get out of it is, that it
becomes death to the world and to sin, the way
of deliverance. Nevertheless you only accept
what is on you; it was not on Christ.

QUER Is not affection for Him behind the
acceptance?

F. E. R. Yes; I can accept it since He went
into it. If man could see nothing beyond death
it is not likely that he could accept it: "All
that a man hath he will give for his life."

REM. People would not like to go into the
Severn tunnel if they did not think there was
a way out.

F. E. R. Until death is accepted, you do not
~et exaltation on the part of God. People like
providential exaltation; but it is through the
death of Christ you get true exaltation; it could
not be connected with the order of things here.

QUES. What is the force of cc Even the death
of the cross" ?

F. E. R. It refers to the shame of it; but it
was no lower than man was; it was the ex
pression of the curse of a broken law, under
which man lay, and Christ went as low as
man was. It is a great thing to see that death
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is the only true way to exaltation. The mind
of man is diametrically opposed to the mind of
Christ. What has been a stumbling- block to
many Christians is looking for prosperity as a
sign of divine favour. Riches are a hindrance.
A great deal of prosperity is the result of will;
they will it; God permits it. I think pros
perity and exaltation are to be looked for; but
let it be true prosperity i it is not wrong to look
for that.

QUJ<:s. What is true exaltation?
F. E. R. When a man gets appreciated among

those who are spiritual j I see no real exaltation
except what is moral-a man making advance
in the knowledge of God; but he will not be
marked as one in whom Ohrist lives unless he is
prepared to take the path that Christ took,
which was to die out of all the greatness of
this world. We go down on one side while
going up on the other.

REM. Then chapter iii. is the answer to
chapter ii. ?

F. E. R. Yes; the apostle was getting ex
altation in chapter iii. even as Christ did. It is
remarkable that the exaltation of Paul was
accompanied by stripping himself and counting
all dross. If a man takes that path in the
obedience of faith he will get exaltation from
God; and where? In God's world: we all
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ought to covet exaltation in the christian circle
which belongs to that world. All true exalta
tion is found in the christian circle. What place
has a man among the saints? That is his true
measure; a man who tries to be something
would be measured very soon. The Corinthians
did not think much of Paul, the Philippians did,
because they were spiritual. The" goal" the
apostle had in view in chapter iii. refers un
doubtedly to the future, but if a man is going
on in that line he gets moral exaltation here.
The man who is going on is appreciated among
the saints, for he is not only going on himself, but
he is beneficial to others. If one member suffer,
all suffer with it, and if one is honoured, all
rejoice. If a man who has been distinguished
among the saints drops behind, all suffer with
him; he does not suffer alone; you cannot bear
to se", a saint declining; and on the contrary,
if he is going on, all rejoice with him.

REM. It has been said you must be ex
tinguished to be distinguished?

F. E. R. Yes; but you do not have to be ex
tinguished, you extinguish yourself, you accept
death. It is a dangerous thing when a Christian,
who is in the path of the truth, gets worldly dis
tinction. In most cases he will be smaller, less
distinguished among the saints. The point is
where would you like to be conspicuous? A
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man entering on any course in the world
naturally would like to be distinguished; but
if he is distinguished in the world he will not
be distinguished in the christian circle; he must
die out of the world for that. You cannot be
built up in Adam and in Christ at the same
time. Christ might have been distinguished
here; His brethren said, ..If thou do these
things. shew thyself to the world." And Satan
said, "If thou wilt fall down and worship me,
all shall be thine." The principle of the world
is that it will praise you if you do well to your
self. We are as much in danger as others, and
have to regard the word, "Let this mind be in
you ;" this needs to be cultivated. Moses refused
to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; it
was in a way the mind of Christ in him.

QUES. Is not cultivating it that I admire and
enjoy it in Ohrist?

F. E. R. Yes, there is nothing in you. It
never could be accomplished in you if it were
not true in Christ. It is as you appreciate
Christ that it is true in you. Man has nothing
of his own.

QUES. Is there not misunderstanding as to
the expression "in you," as if it were a sort of
deposit transferred from somewhere else?

F. E. R. Yes; but that is a practical denial
that everything is in Christ. It is wrought in
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us by the appreciation of that particular thing
in Christ: till you have that it never could be
wrought in you. It does not belong to you, it
belongs to Christ. The general thought with
Christians is of a converted, reformed, changed
man j but that is not the truth-it is that you
have another man. My will is not changed but
judged. Where can you find a man that is
alwa.ys for God? Only One; and we get nothing
agreeable to God but by the Spirit of Christ.
"If a man have not the spirit of Christ, he is
none of his," let a man be as good as he may.
Christ in us is a very great reality, there is
nothing so real.

QUES. Is not salvation a chief thought in
Philippians?

F. E. R. I think so; but you get it by being
out of the scene of this world. It was on the
principle of obedience the Philippians were to
work out their own salvation.

QUES. What is "the supply of the Spirit of
Jesus Christ?"

F. E. R. There is no limit to it, but one is
kept dependent, you cannot command the supply
but you get it, an unlimited supply. We are
never looked at as self-contained, but dependent,
kept by the power of God through faith.

QUES. SO the thought here of God working
in them is love?
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F. E. R. It is the good pleasure of God that
you come out distinctly in the ehristian circle;
that is how the will of God comes into ex
pression; all lawlessness gone, children of God
without rebuke in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation. It is in that way that the
will of God gets its expression. It contemplates
two generations as existing, the generation of
God's children and a crooked and perverse
generation. I would like to see my own
children without rebuke and united, it would
be my pleasure for them, but I could not bring
it about.

REM. What would produce it naturally is
their coming under the influence of your love.

F. E. R. We have had to learn as to our
children that God is sovereign, but where they
are not what one would wish, I think it is
largely attributable to defect in ourselves.
There must be love and authority, but you will
never get result without exercise on their part.
The great thing is that children should be held
by conscience, and if not by conscience by affec
tion j but the greater thing is that it should be
conscience.

QUES. "Work out your own salvation with
fear and trem bling JI ?

F. E. R. Salvation becomes a reality to you.
It comes out into result.
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QUES. Would it deliver you from the domi
nation of the present order of thing-s ?

F. E. R. You get salvation from the one
order of things by coming out distinctly and
definitely in the other; many are in borderland,
not fully in one or the other. This is a very
important aspect of salvation. It is what scrip
ture treats of as sal vation, We are made to
feel that there are many who are not saved
from the fear of man and the power of things
through which we are passing. The children of
Israel were not in the completeness of salvation
till they were in the land, and even then the
two and a half tribes were detained. It is on the
other side of Jordan that you get the fulness
of salvation-resurrection ground. It is con
nected with the washing of regeneration and
the renewing of the Holy Ghost.

QUES. What is "the salvation that is in
Christ Jesus?"

F. E. R. It is not to be found in the world
but in Christ Jesus, and that takes you a good
way for it takes you to heaven-" in heavenly
places in Christ J esua," and that is connected in
Ephesians with salvation.

QUES. What is the force of working it out?
F. E. R. Coming- out very distinctly according

to God, not an endeavour to find some border
land.
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QUES. Does it not imply purpose?
F. E. R. One is set for it. When people

come into fellowship the question I am inclined
to put to them is-What are you going to give
up? I do not know what, but I think they
must have to give up something, and I do not
think it is much good coming into fellowship
if they do not give up. It used to mean giving
up a good deal. I do not believe even the
young can come in without giving up; you may
depend upon it people have something to
surrender.

QUES. What is "holding forth the word of
life? "

F. E. R. I think it is moral; life is expressed
in us, the truth comes out in what is life, the
thing is demonstrated. Christ was" the word of
life" not simply in what He said but in what He
was.

QUES. Is it the unconscious effect of what is
there?

F. E. R. Well, it is spontaneous ; the first
thing is shining as lights-you are no longer
lawless. The earth could not exhibit one bit of
light if it were lawless, nor would the moon j

and so with us. It should be one thing or the
other; either make up your mind to be dis
tinguished in the world, or to pass out of it and
be distinguished in the circle where God exalts.



CHRIST FOR ALL-BUT APPROPRIATED
BY THE BELIEVER.*

(ROM. III. 23-31; ACTS XIII. 44-47; PSA. XCVIII. 1-3.)

IT is a principle in my mind that we are not
called upon to believe anything about ourselves.
Many scriptures describe what God has wrought
in Christians, but for that reason those state
ments are not the object of faith. Scripture is
the word of God, given to us to keep us within
bounds, but faith must rest in a divine Person
and what is set forth in Him. "Ye believe in
God, believe also in me." Christ would not be
an object of faith except as being a divine
Person; though He became Man nothing could
make Him less than a divine Person, and as such
He is presented to faith, and the whole purpose
of God with regard to man is set before us in
Christ, and Christ is thus the object of faith, as
God is, for in Christ He has been pleased to
reveal Himself, and the revelation of God is for
faith. It is applicable to man. There would be
no sense in God revealing Himself if the revela
tion were not applicable to somebody, and as
man cannot possibly verify it he has to receive

.. Lecture at Devises,
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it by faith. What you can verify does not call
for faith. 1 believe in the existence of such a
city as Venice, but there is no faith in that. I
believe that the earth moves round the sun, but
that is no question of faith, for you can verify
these thing-so The revelation of God you cannot
verify, nor anything in heaven, for no one has
been there but the One who came down, so it is
purely a question of faith.

And so, too, with regard to Christ in heaven;
no one knows what He is in heaven. The
apostles knew certain things of Christ of their
own knowledge, but even they only knew what
He was in heaven by the Holy Ghost. The report
has come by the Holy Ghost, come down from
heaven, and if people believe on Him they believe
by the report; never a person believed on Him
otherwise. That is how Christianity began anJ
has been continued from that day to this. It is
very important to see what faith is and what it
connects itself with. Christianity, in the true
power of it, is vital, it is not a question of faith
only. Life must come in in connection with our
relation to divine Persons, and it is only in that
way that we can entertain the idea of life. I
come back to what I started with, that it is not
the way of scripture to lead you to believe any
thing about yourself j you believe about God
and about Christ.
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Now there are many things which In a way
are common to God and to man. If I speak of
redemption it is common to God and to us
redemption is in Christ for God the basis of His
ways. Righteousness is declared in Christ and
is common for God and for us. And srtlvation
is God's salvation, H all the ends of the earth
shall see the salvation of our G3d," but it is for
us, it is common for God and for us. These things
have of course a different application for God
and for us, but they are common.

I take up the thoughts of redemption, right
eousness, light and salvation; they are all in
Christ and Christ is for God; but then Christ
is also for man, and all these things are for
us, though in a different sense; it is a mistake
to mix up the two sides. What is for God is
an object for faith, but when it is a question
of entering into what is in Christ for us, this
is by the power of the Spirit.

I take up redemption-the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus; that is for God, but then in
Ephesians and Colossians it says, "In whom ~ve

have redemption." It is one thing for it to
be there in Christ for God, and another thing
for us to say we have it, Again, Christ is
God's salvation to the ends of the earth, but
it is a great thing for us to obtai.n the salvation
that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.
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I think I have laid down a distinction which
it is important to apprehend between what is
for God and what is for us. It is simply this:
when it is a question of the working out of
the counsels of God, everything is in Christ,
He is the Man of God's purpose and the One
in whom all is carried out. When it is a
question of grace, it is in Christ, and in this
point of view the bearing is universal. He
is God's salvation to the ends of the earth
salvation to the Gentiles-e-God's righteousness
is towards all, the bearing is universal. On
the other hand, when we look at what Christ
is for us the thought is more limited, for the
question of appropriation comes in. Compara
tively few have appropriated the things that are
towards all. Righteousness is towards all, but
it is only upon those who believe. Christ is
a light for the Gentiles, but to how many is He
light? To those who have appropriated Him
as light.

1 take redemption to begin with. Redemption
is a right of God. Of necessity by what God is,
and what man is, God has rights with regard to
man, and the law set them forth, but the law
did not set forth save in type His rights in
redemption; it set forth what I may call His
natural rights. As a matter of fact, even before
the law was given, man was under the penalty



222 TRUTH FOR THE TUllE.

of death. But by the law he came under the
curse-two things under which he lay by the
judgment of God; as the hymn puts it, "Death
and the curse were in our cup." But that which
did not come out by the law has come out in
Christ. The right of redemption lay with God.
In Christ God could discharge the penalties
under which man lay. Every right that God
had in regard to man has its answer in Christ;
as to what I may call the natural rights of God.
He could say, "Thy law is within my heart."
But the right of redemption is also maintained in
Christ. He has taken up every liability and
discharged it on the part of God.

Where do you see God's righteousness de
clared? Every intelligent person would answer
in a moment-in Christ. I see in Christ all
that men should be for God, but I see also
that He has taken up and discharged every
liability under which man lay. Hence it is
that there is redemption in Christ Jesus.' It
is very important to apprehend that that is
for God. His proper rights as to the creature
maintained, and the rights of redemption secured,
and the practical result is that God has set forth
Christ in relation to all men, a Mediator between
God and men. Through one righteousness, grace
is towards all men unto justification of life.

It is important to see what redemption has
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secured for God; the bearing of it is universal;
righteousness of God is towards all, but upon
all them that believe. This speaks of what He
has secured for Himself in Christ, and not only
for Himself, but for Christ, for apart from
redemption it would be an impossibility that
Christ should be Head of all men.

All these things in their bearing are towards
all, and when we believe we believe in that
which is towards all-not what it is towards me,
but towards all. If I believe in God and in
God's righteousness, I believe in "righteousness
of God towards all;" that which is presented to
us, the bearing and good of it, is towards men;
that is the ground of faith.

I take another point-light. Christ is a light
for the revelation of the Gentiles; the Gentiles
have come thus into the view of God; they were
hid away from God in the darkness. It is not
often that He penetrated into the darkness as in
the case of Nineveh ; they were hid away in the
darkness of idolatry. Now a great change has
come in by Christ. He is a light on the part of
God so that He might see the Gentiles. He has
proclaimed to them in consequence His righteous
ness in Christ Jesus, that He would have all men
to be saved, that was the effect of Christ being
a light of the Gentiles.

Now I take up the thought of salvation.
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Christ is God's salvation to the ends of the earth.
I think what may be meant by that is the
deliverance of the ends of the earth from the
bondage of idolatry and Satan's power. There
is a beautiful expression in Psalm xcviii., " All
the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of
our God." Where do they see it? It could
only be in Christ. The ends of the earth were
in the eye of God, there is a breach in the power
that held them in bondage. All this mighty
change has come in by Christ; we do not appre
hend it enough. The introduction of Christ
and the accomplishment of redemption could
not leave the situation as it was. It changed
the situation of the Jew, he has become lost in
the world, but redemption was accomplished so
that Christ might, take up a certain position
towards all, and so He claims the ends of the
earth for our God.

Now I want to speak about the other side.
What I have so far spoken of is what is presented
to faith : "I have set thee for a covenant to the
people, that thou shouldest be for salvation to
the ends of the earth." It is the common testi
mony and is preached for faith. But now as to
our side. You may not yet exactly possess what
you believe; your faith sees redemption and light
and salvation in Christ, but you may not really
have got them. The point is, how do you get
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them ? You have not righteousness really till
you are brought into attachment j you may ap
prehend that it is there, but if you have not
Christ you have not it, for having Him is right
eousness. You have Him by the Spirit. Right
eousness in its application to all men is presented
to faith, and when that is believed the Spirit is
given and one is brought into attachment, and a
bond is formed between Christ and the believer
who can say-Christ is my righteousness. All
appropriation is by the Spirit of God. It is
very important to see the righteousness of God
in its application toward all men, but it is a11
important on my side that I am brought into
attachment to Christ, a bond formed, and Christ
is thus the end of the law for righteousness to
me.

Now take redemption. We see the value of
redemption to God and to Ohrist-that is for
faith. It is a great thing to apprehend it, but
how are we going to say, "In whom we have
redemption" ? We could never say that but by
the Spirit, but having the Spirit we can say, " In
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins." That depends on the Spirit of God who is
the proof and seal of the believer being in Christ.

As to salvation. I have attempted to speak
of what Christ is as God's salvation, but if I
have received the Spirit, and am so brought into
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attachment to Christ, I see that He is salvation
to me; I have obtained the salvation that is in
Christ Jesus, I have appropriated Him by the
Spirit, and that is what many Christians lack.
Faith is there, they apprehend what God is in
the revelation of Himself, and in His mind
toward man, but there is a lack in appropriating
Christ to themselves and all that is set forth in
Christ. He is salvation to me.

I add a word more. When you appropriate
Christ and all that is in Christ, you of necessity
reject yourself. If you Bay He is righteousness
to you, how do you shew it? You practise
righteousness by the Spirit of Christ. And if
you practise righteousnesa by the Spirit of
Christ, you reject yourself. The very fact
that you practise it by the Spirit of another
Man is the proof that you have no righteousness
of your own. If you say, Christ is light to me,
what do you virtually allow? That you have
no light in yourself. A mariner could not steer
his ship if he had not the light of heaven; even
his compass will not do of itself, the light of the
heavens is essential for its adjustment. Well, I
say, Christ is light to us, and till we had Christ
we walked in darkness and knew not whither
we were going. Now we know very well
w here we are going, but we virtually admit
that heretofore we were in the darkness.
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No man can say that Christ is light to him
but by the Spirit of Christ, but it means, I
reject myself as dark. So every step brings
you to the rejection of yourself as you adopt
Christ instead of yourself. Salvation is in
Christ Jesus. Naturally we are in bondage
to the world and sin; how do you get out of
it? By getting into another atmosphere, and
until you do, you will never get out of the
world. And what has established the atmo
sphere? Christ. He has established the chris
tian circle down here; you do not love the
brethren naturally, you love them by the Spirit
of Christ. What does all that mean? It means
that in the apprehension of salvation in the
christian circle you reject yourself, because you
have accepted and appropriated Christ.

Now that Christ has come in, it is an absolute
impossibility that another man can have place
before God. God may allow things to come to such
a pass that Antichrist may be set up, but no other
man save Christ can abide before God. There
must, of necessity, be the rejection of ourselves
as we appropriate and adopt what is in Christ.
It virtually means, I have no righteousness.
And to say that Christ is light to me is tanta
mount to saying there is none in us. Would
a philosopher say so? No, he is not prepared
to humble himself, he thinks he has light in
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him. So as to salvation, it allows that I was
in bondage and could not deliver myself. I
reject the man that was not susceptible to salva
tion; that man has to be rejected as Christ is
accepted and appropriated. We have to begin
in faith to apprehend what Christ is for God
in the moral universe, and its bearing; but then
comes another experience on the part of the
Christian, to find that he has everything in
Christ- redemption, righteousness, salvation,
light-we are made to sit together in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus.

The testimony goes out to the whole creation,
God lifts up Christ as salvation for the ends of
the earth and as righteousness towards all, like
the sun in the heavens, there is nothing hid
from the heat thereof.

It is very blessed to see these things in their
universal bearing-that all have a title to them,
but that is not all the truth; we have to appro
priate all that is set forth in Christ, that at
every point and in every possible way we may
reject ourselves, putting off the old and putting
on the new.

I do not know if I have made my meaning
plain, but I want you to see on the one hand the
width and universal bearing of the grace of God
presented in Christ, and, on the other, the great
importance on the part of the Christian of
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appropriating all that is set forth in Christ. It
has to be done in detail, it can be done in no
other way. You have all you appropriate, and
so you can say, I have righteousness, redemption,
light, salvation, I am in the reality of them down
here.

I would not point out these things if I did not
believe in their importance. They have been
much confused and need to be distinguished that
you may get the idea of appropriating all that
is presented in Ohrist, and so be able to say, I
have it.

F. E. R.

---._.---



READING.*
(NUM. XXI. 1-18.)

A. H. It might be helpful to have something
before us as to what really hinders our entering
into the purpose of God.

F. E. R. To get at what is in your mind we
must divide the Book of Numbers into two parts.

QUES. What is the division in the book?
F. E. R. When we come to the chapter we

have read we reach the ground of the Spirit. It
accords pretty much with John iii. and Romans
viii. The flesh had been tested in the previous
part of Numbers; then comes in the death of
the high priest, and in this chapter the flesh is
met by the brazen serpent, and we have the
springing well. After that we get another order
of things. There are certain hindrances which
affect people up to a certain point, but then
another class of hindrance comes in. The
hindrances in the latter part of Numbers are
different to those in the previous part. The
previous ones are in things that test the flesh
and bring out the natural perverseness of man.
The things into which we are brought in grace

• At Studley.
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become tests to us. We have believed in them,
but then they become tests to us.

QUE:>. As in Romans vi. and vii. ?
F. E. R. Yes; we are brought to God in

righteousness. but then God and righteousness
become tests to us; and so we are married to
Christ, then Christ becomes a test to us, and we
learn the contrariety of the flesh in relation to
God and to Christ. You find these tests in the
early part of Numbers. There is rebellion
against God and Christ.

REM. It reaches a climax in loathing the
manna.

F. E. R. Yes; you get idolatry, too, and
murmuring against Moses and Aaron.

REM. "These ten times"; it is a ten-fold
failure.

QUES. Do you get what answers to the
brazen serpent and the springing well in John
iii. and iv. ?

F. E. R. Yes; but you come on to that
ground when the perverseness of the flesh has
been learned. The tests are different according
to where people are. What tests people in the
systems is different from what tests those who
are in the truth.

QUES. Is Romans v. 5 the same?
F. E. R. It is the same Spirit, but not exactly

like the springing well; it is the Holy Ghost
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given to us, and the love of God shed abroad in
our hearts, and in that you get the thought of
God dwelling in us. That raises the question of
fidelity to God and to Christ. So in Romans vi.
it is "shall we continue in sin?" Dead to sin
and living to God-is that going to be main
tained?

QUES. Are the tests in Romans vi. before or
after the brazen serpent?

F. E. R. Before.
REM. The brazen serpent is in Romans viii.
F. E. R. Yes; only what comes out after

Numbers xxi, may in Christianity be concurrent
with what takes place in the previous part j

only the tests apply to people on different
ground.

QUES. Do you mean that in the first part of.
Numbers it is more the perversity of the flesh
that comes out, and in the second part it is more
the social seduction?

F. E. R. Yes, I think so. After Numbers
xxi, we find more of the character of seduction,
and in two aspects; one is in regard of associa
tion, and the other in connection with the situa
tion. One was through Moab, where the effort
was to seduce the people by association j and
the other, in the case of the two and a half
tribes, to forego the calling to the land on the
other side of Jordan. They took up their inheri-



READING. 233

tance on this side of Jordan, but it was not the
promised land, and that has detained plenty of
people, just as association detains plenty more.

REM. The nature of the tests must differ in
that way.

QUES. In what way would the perversity of
the flesh manifest itself now?

F. E. R. In opposition to God and to Christ.
Lawlessness comes in, and that is the way the
flesh shews itself-not advancing towards holi
ness. "Being made free from sin, and become
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holi
ness, and the end everlasting life," People do
not always advance towards holiness. In the
presence of God we begin with righteousness,
but we cannot stop there. We want our" fruit
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life."

REM. That would be increasing in separation
to God.

QUES. Are we not holy in one sense?
F. E. R. In what sense?
A. By sanctification of the Spirit.
F. E. R. But I do not call that holiness; you

do not grow in that. Sanctification is more
positional, holiness more moral j you grow in
holiness.

REM. Holiness would be connected with love.
F. E. R. Yes, it is promoted in that way. If

you are not entering into the love of God,
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holiness will not be promoted. If people do
not enter into the righteousness of God, they
are lawless; if they come out in righteousness,
they have left lawlessness. There is a great
deal of lawlessness I fear in the way of reading,
and I have no doubt in other things too, in
amusements and in other ways. If you are
brought to God in righteousness, there is no
room for lawlessness. You are become servants
to righteousness, you are in bondage to God, and
must not allow anything that is not suitable to
God. You come into righteousness by faith,
but the moment you come into it it tests you.

QUES. Would practical righteousness he the
answer to the righteousness of God? "He that
doeth righteousness is righteous even as he is
righteous."

F. E. R. Yes; you have your fruit unto holi
ness, but I do not always see practical right
eousness.

RE~I. "Yield your members servants to
righteousness unto holiness."

F. E. R. One leads to the other. Take the
thing I have spoken of-reading; do you
think that a great part of the reading tends
to holiness? I think reading light literature
tends to corruption: taking up that kind of
reading is lawlessness, it is entirely outside of
the will of God.
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QUES. Why should we not do it?
F. E. R. Because we have become servants to

God, and have no right to do our own will while
in bondage to God.

REM. A slave has no right but to do the will
of his owner.

REM. It is a pernicious thing habitually to
read the newspaper, because it puts you III

touch with the world.
F. E. R. Yes, I think so. The point is that

you do not take up that which tends to corrupt,
you are in bondage to God and have to pursue
holiness. Anything that tends to call the
imagination into play does not tend to holiness,

REM. If we read what is not true we become
untrue.

QUES. Do you include religious moral tales?
F. E. R. Anything that tends to call the

imagination into play.
REM. "Take heed what ye hear."
F. E. R. Quite so. If people took up the

admonition of the apostle in Philippians iv. 8 it
would tend in the direction of holiness.

QUES. In John xvii, there are two kinds of
sanctification. Is the latter what tends to
holiness?

F. E. R. Holiness may come out of it but it
is positional. The position of Christ defines
your position.
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REM. I remember Mr. Stoney speaking of
sanctification in John xvii. 17 as constitutional,
then the second time it occurs (ver. 19) as
positional.

F. E. R. I think sanctification is positional
once for all. Our position here is determined
by Christ's position: He has set Himself apart
at the right hand of God that we may answer
to it.

QUES. Is" holiness" a different word?
F. E. R. Yes. This question of righteousness

affects every Christian wherever he is. It may
be very well to get married, but when you do,
your husband will test you, because you never
had a husband before, and you had a will
before. It has been said that whatever we try
tries us, and if you are married to Him who
is raised from the dead it will test you, because
the question is whether you please Him or your
self. The position we are brought into tests us.
The point in preaching the gospel is to make
clear to people where they are. It is important
to make them see that when they believe they
are in righteousness; they are not only for
given, but they stand in relation to God, and
there is no reason for lawlessness. They are
in bondage to God, and they cannot move of
their own accord. We are brought into another
system.
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REM. It is not bondage in a legal sense, but
in a moral sense.

F. E. R. That depends on what you are in
bondage to. If to law, you are legal; but if to
God, it is liberty.

RErtf. Some one wrote, " This bondage to love
makes me free."

F. E. R. Take a woman married to a husband,
she is in bondage to her husband, but I do not
think it terrifies her much; if there is no love,
it is bondage indeed.

QUES. Did the Israelites resist that bondage to
God when they lusted after the things of Egypt?
They said, "Who shall give us flesh to eat 1"

F. E. R. Yes, they broke out against God and
against Christ, they were lawless.

QUES. To go back to holiness and sanctifica
tion, is holiness moral suitability?

F. E. R. Yes; I think so; and Christ will
present the church to Himself holy and without
blame. We have to pursue holiness. The
" sanctify" in Ephesians v . is positional: "That
he might sanctify and cleanse it with the wash
ing"of water by the word, that he might present
it to himself a glorious church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should
be holy and without blemish." Sanctify is
position, and holiness is in nature. You are
set apart to be holy.



shed abroad in
Properly, holi-

238 TRUTH FOR TH\<; TIME.

QUES. If born again, we are holy?
F. E. R. I do not exactly see holiness in the

mere being born again; it is connected with the
Spirit.

REM. And with love, "The Lord make you
to increase and abound in love one toward
another, and toward all men, even as we do
toward you: to the end he may stablish your
hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even
our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ with all his saints."

F. E. R. The love of God is
our hearts by the Holy Spirit.
ness begin::! with the Spirit.

REM. You do not connect nature with being
born again.

F. E. R. How can you get" nature" till you
have a constitution-a substance? The being
must be there before you can speak of the nature
of the being. 'rake anything you please, you must
have the substance before you can talk about
its nature.

QUES. How do you get the constitution
built up ?

F. E. R. By the Spirit, with good food and
wholesome condition.

RF.M. Had we not better get on to the second
part of Numbers?

F. E. R. Yes; when we come to that it is
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ground which is more applicable to us. The
testing of the flesh by God and Christ is common
to all Christians; all are so tested, but after
chapter xxi. we come on to ground which is
more applicable to those who are in the truth.
If we come to the unity of the Spirit we are
subjected to tests which other Christians do not
know much about. One of the most serious
tests with us now is that of associations. People
come into fellowship, but do not like to break
with their worldly relations and friends. The
great object of the temptation to which we are
subjected is to bring us into the acknowledgment
of the god of this world, and that is idolatry.
Where people do not make a break, but give
place to worldly friends and relatives, it links
them more or less with the world, and that is
idolatry in a sense. People are not much above
the company they keep.

QUES. Do you not think that many suppose
they have continued these links simply because
they are natural relationships?

F. E. R. People keep up links of that kind
and 'their friends and relatives lead them into all
sorts of worldly ways, and they go down to their
level.

REM. It is not only" country," but .. kindred
and father's house" we have to leave.

F. E. R. The great principle of salvation is
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the washing of regeneration and renewing of the
Holy Ghost. Salvation is in that you are true
to your baptism; it brought you into the chris
tian circle. You love the brethren; the layer of
regeneration is the way into the christian circle.
It is a great mercy in the present time that a
christian circle is possible. You cannot get the
church, but the thing is to make the best use of
what is to hand. It is a great point to cultivate
our relationships with one another.

REM You must have warmth. That is the
right atmosphere.

F. E. R. And that is in the christian circle;
you cannot have the atmosphere apart from the
christian circle, outside it you get the atmosphere
of the world, and that is hatred.

REM. Friendship with the world is enmity
with God.

QUES. Is the washing of regeneration once or
continuous?

F. E. R. Once.
QUES. Is it true of everyone who has the

Spirit?
F. E. R. I would not say that exactly; the

Holy Ghost is one thing and the renewing of
the Holy Ghost another: it is the operation
of the Spirit when He has been received.

REM. That would be continuous.
F. E. R. The passage looks at it as effectuated,

it is arrived at.



READING. 241

REM. It is very clear in the present day that
the social element amongst us is the great
hindrance.

F. E. R. I think so. People have to judge
themselves in regard of righteousness. First,
there is often lawlessness in regard of God, then
in connection with being married to Ohrist, there
is the lack of fidelity to Him. The married
woman has no separate interest of her own: the
husband and wife are one, but who is to guide?
There cannot be two guides. The Head is to
order, and that leaves no room for any interest
for the Ohristian but those of Christ.

REM. The wonderful thing is that a Ohristian
young or old can choose worldly companions.

F. E. R. Yes; but I see certain things in the
world religiously that present great temptation
to people. The idea of a clergy, and the glamour
connected with it, often presents great tempta
tion to the young. They have never proved
these things, and they have not sufficiently
valued the christian circle, and in a way they
even ridicule brethren, not in a gross way, but
they see their peculiarities and speak dis •.
paragingly of them. If the young people are to
be kept they should value the christian circle.

QUES. Do you not think there is a danger of
that in us? We ought to be very careful; they
should see that we value it.
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F. E. R. Yes.
QUES. Is it not a greater thing to be a

brother than a servant?
F. E. R. Yes; because the servant can never

be other than a Levite, but the brother is a
priest,"

RkM. It is a great thing to come together
like this.

F. E. R. Yes; it is a great privilege in coming
together to meet one another, but who is the
centre of the christian circle? Christ-that is
what gives it its character. We ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren because He has
laid down His life for us. We regard one
another in the light of Christ. We do not want
people amongst us who merely maintain pro
prieties, and if we were right such things would
go to the wall. 1 Corinthians xiii, teaches us
that love corrects everything; there will be no
improprieties if you have love. Where love is
maintained the J'oung are held, and there is
something to affect others. A few of us are
thrown together in this or that place, and it is
excessively important to look to it that we
maintain things in a way which will tend to
keep the young.

REM. If we want to keep the young we must
ue what we want them to be. Young people
find out soon enough what you are after. If
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the parent'! are in the thing outwardly, but their
hearts not in it, the young see it soon enough,
they see what you sanction.

F. E. R. Another hindrance is that people are
really detained by the place down here, that is
earth, what suits us naturally. That is met in
Ephesians ii. 6, " And hath raised us up together,
and made us sit together in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus"; but the tendency is to be content
to remain down here. But then that does not
touch many people. It affects those who have
escaped the Balaam snare. They have escaped
the snare of association bu-t are detained by
things of earth. It was lawful in a way for the
two and a half tribes to settle where they did,
for they went over Jordan and fought the
Canaanites. And so amongst us, a great many
would go and fight if a conflict arose about the
truth, but when the fighting is over they drop
back to earth. The snare was that it was
divinely given land, it was not Egypt nor the
wilderness, but it was not up to the mark.

QUES. How was that?
F. E. R. It was not entering fully into the

purpose of God.
QUES. How would that bear upon us ?
F. E. R. If people choose to settle down here

they must, but it will not be beneficial to them.
It is a good place for flocks and families, it is a
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divinely given land. I have men in my mind's
eye who attach too much importance to the
social life; they are estimable and faithful, but
they give themselves up too much to their
families and flocks, and so they drop down to
the position of the two and a half tribes. The
things are divinely given and are right in them
selves, for Christianity ought to pervade the
relationships of this life, but such things may be
taken up in a way that hinders.

REM. We are safe in OU1' place when we can
say His place is better.

F. E. R. I think so. When you recognise
that your place is in heaven then the only place
you have here is to be a vessel for Christ and
for the will of God.

RE?!. There was apparently a greater measure
of devotedness among the two and a half tribes
than in the others, they were faithful to the
truth. .

F. E. R. Yes, they will join the conflict, but
when that is over they drop below the calling.
The danger is to drop below the calling: a
function of the High Priest is to meet that
danger. Christ as Apostle maintains the calling
at its height; but we have Him as Priest that
we lllay be maintained at the height of the
calling. That would keep you on the other side
of Jordan.
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QUES. Why did the two and a half tribes set
up that altar?

F. E. R. Because they were afraid: they
wanted a memorial that they were identified
with those who had gone over, whilst they were
settling down here in earthly things.

REM. Returning to Jerusalem from Babylon
was all right?

F. E. R. Yes, that is the point for us. Many
Christians remain in Babylon. If you have
escaped from Babylon, the point is to come
to Jerusalem, but it is Jerusalem above, which
is free; not to build our own houses but the
house of God. Colossians is really what sets us
free, because the scene of interest is transferred
to the right hand of God. We Christians expect
everything from the right hand of God, not from
Jerusalem; it is from thence that everything for
God will be effectuated.

---._.---



THE VOICE FRUM HEAVEN.·
(HEB. XII. 18-29.)

WE have now to entertain the idea of One who
is speaking from heaven. There is an allusion in
this passage to what took place with regard to
those who disregarded the one who spoke on earth
-Moses; and the point pressed upon us is, to be
attentive to the One who is speaking from
heaven. The great thing is that our hearts
should be in connection with heaven. Chris
tianity was established by a voice speaking from
heaven-Christ speaking by the Spirit. It came
through apostles, but it was Christ speaking.
When God spoke upon earth through Moses
He spoke to men of things connected with man's
responsibility; but when He speaks from heaven.
He speaks of things which it is His purpose to
establish, and I may say of things which He
008 established according to the Man whom
He has brought in. That is the character of the
communications now. In a sense, God still
speaks, for the Spirit is here, and we have to
regard the One speaking from heaven, and it is
of great importance for us to be attentive to

* Lecture at Studley.
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what is of interest to God, to regard what He
has established.

God speaks of everything as about to he
shaken. It is in the power of God to shake
everything. A mountain may be shaken to its
foundations and vomit out fire. Everything
that is material may and will be shaken, but
there is no shaking of what is moral, "We
receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved."
To get a true idea of stability you must connect
it with what is moral. What is of God and of
Christ cannot be shaken. It may be humble and
insignificant in the eyes of men, but when every
thing passes away, that which is moral abides.
The character of the kingdom of God is "not
meat and drink, but righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Ghost." That cannot be moved.
.. Our God is a consuming fire;" He burns up
that which is not of Himself, He consumes the
dross, but He does not consume that which He
has built. If He builds a kingdom that cannot
be moved.

Now I want to point out to you what it is
that God has established. The coming of Christ
has brought in everything. Before He came
there was nothing established for God. In
the Old Testament you do not find anything
established for God, but now, Christ having
come, we have come to that which God has
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established. It is the consequence of Christ
having come in. He came to accomplish re
demption that He might 'be the Centre and
Sun of God's universe, just as our universe is
centred in the sun. The foundations have been
laid in redemption, and Christ is the blessed
Centre of the divine system. I want to shew
you of what that system consists. We read in
verses 22-24: .. But ye are come unto mount
Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable
company of angels, to the general assembly; and
church of the firstborn, which are written in
heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the
spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the
mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood
of sprinkling that speaketh better things than
that of Abel." Everyone of these things is con
sequent on Christ having come in.

What I understand by Mount Sion is a risen
Christ. A mountain in scripture is often used
symbolically of a great power. The power of
God is a risen Christ. Mount Sion took its
character from the ark having been brought
there by David aft'tt." it had been taken captive
by the Philistines and sent back. Mount Sion
was nothing in itself, it is distinguished by what
took place there. So with the mount of trans
figuration, it is called the "holy mount" on



THE VOICE FROM H \!;AVEN. 249

account of what occurred there. We have come
to the true Mount Sion, not the material. The
true Mount Sion is really seen in Christ risen.
One world was lost in man and was ended in
the death of Christ. The princes of this world
crucified the Lord of glory, and now is the judg
iuent of this. world; but Christ raised from the
dead is the sun and centre of God's world. That
is what Mount Sion means for me, and the
practical effect is that I am delivered from the
world and all in it and attached to God's world.
Our interests are in that scene of which Chrh.t
is the centre. "We are married to another-to
.him who is raised from the dead that we should
bring forth fruit unto God." Every hope connected
with this world was lost in the death of Christ,
but everything is established for the universe of
God in the resurrection of Christ. Christ has
taken up His place in God's world on the ground
of redemption, and all men may come in because
redemption has met all that man was. Men
were under death and curse, but a door has been
opened by which they can enter that scene of
which Christ is the centre. There is now a bond
between Christ and us in the Spirit. We may
have bonds down here, but every such bond will
be broken by death; but there is a bond which
unites us to Christ which cannot be broken. He
is to us the Mount Sion that cannot be moved.
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Next we come to the city of the living God.
the heavenly Jerusalem. The city could not be
until Christ came. I look upon a city as being
the centre of an empire. The first city started
with the idea of an empire; at Babel man would
build a "city and a tower." So Jerusalem was
in a sense the centre of an empire; so also
Babylon. When Babylon swallowed up all that
existed it became a great centre. The heavenly
Jerusalem is the centre of an empire such as the
world has never seen. It is the city of the
living God. WE HAVE COME TO IT. I under
stand it to mean all that subsists here by the
power of the Spirit. The Holy Ghost came
down at Pentecost, and in what He established
you get the city of the living God; we get the
good of it now. Men thought a good deal of
Rome, as in the present day they think a good
deal of London. They are much more struck by
the cities of this world than by the city of the
living God; in their eyes it is contemptible, but
to us that city is the centre and seat of true
imperialism-divine imperialism. Let us hold
to imperialism, but let it be that of the King of
kings and Lord of lords. A city is dependent
on a covenant; Jerusalem of old was dependent
on and characterised by Mount Sinai; the
heavenly Jerusalem is formed and characterised
by the new covenant. Jerusalem above is free,
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because dependent on the new covenant. There
are three things connected with the heavenly
city; God is known, appreciated and approached;
"God is known in her palaces for a refuge."
That is the val ue of the new covenant. There
are cities in Germany which have a peculiar
place of liberty and privilege; the heavenly
Jerusalem is characterised by liberty, "Where
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." There
was no liberty under the old covenant because
God was not known j where God is known
liberty follows. The heavenly Jerusalem enjoys
liberty and confers liberty on her children.
Liberty depends on knowledge, it is reached in
no other way. If a father going away for years
on service leaves an infant, and the child grows
up without knowing its father, it will not have
liberty with its father when he returns. But
with a child brought up in the presence of
its father there is attachment and liberty of
approach. The child has not the same liberty
with a tutor, but it knows its father's disposition
towards it. The secret of liberty lies in the
knowledge of God, and it is in the new covenant
that God is known. Christians in systems do
not enjoy liberty, they must leave their boats
and come into the region of the Spirit to enjoy
liberty. Liberty does not belong- to those great
worldly systems.
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The heavenly Jerusalem was established
in the power of the Spirit, and is enjoyed
in the power of the Spirit. We have come to
it that we might be characterised by the new
covenant and have the enjoyment of liberty.
We have the power to approach God which the
knowledge of God confers. We are in the
region of the Spirit; until Christ came there
could not be the Spirit, but now Christ has been
glorified and we have received the Spirit.

Now I come to the next point, " Unto an
innumerable company of angels." Until Christ
came, where W3.'1 the man on whom angels in
numerable could attend? The heavenly host
sang and praised God at Christ's birth; in
His temptation angels waited on Him, and at
the close of His course an angel strengthened
Him. The angels waited for the Man-the
Son of man. Now the Son of man is come.
In the world to come angels will ascend and
descend upon the Son of man; everything will
be put under His feet, as we find in Psalm viii.
The angels now guard the city; they are
ministers sent forth to minister for the heirs
of salvation. They are sent to guard God's
people; as they were attendant on the Lord
when He was here now they are attendant on
those who are the Lord's here on earth. We do
not know how much we are guarded hy angels.
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Then follow~"To the assembly of the first
born, which are written in heaven." That could
not be before Christ came. The Firstborn had
to be brought in first. Christ is the true
Firstborn; He is the beginning of the creation
of God-He must have the pre-eminence. In
our physical universe the sun has the pre
eminence, so in God's universe Christ is pre
eminent. The church of the Firstborn is in
accord with Him, they are pre-eminent in the
thought of GoJ, their names are written in
heaven. Properly speaking we belong to heaven
-we are raised up and made to sit in heavenly
places in Christ. (Eph, ii.) Our ability to have
to do with God is dependent on our apprehen
sion that we belong to heaven. If I understand
that it is the pleasure of God to have me in His
own place I can approach Him. It was God's
pleasure to have Israel in His land, not in the
wilderness. It was God's land, so in regard to
us, it is His pleasure to have us in His own
habitation, "God, who is rich in mercy, for
his great love wherewith he loved us, even
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened
us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved j)
and hath raised us up together, and made us sit
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." I
love my children and would have them with me
and feel it painful to be parted from them. I
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do not know a greater pleasur,f in a natural
way than to have them return home after they
have been absent, so it is "for the great love
wherewith God has loved us," that He has made
us to sit together in heavenly places in Christ.
Every believer expects to go to heaven. But
why? Not because of their faith, 01' their deserts,
but because the love of God will have them there.
That is the thought connected with the church of
the Firstborn, and in apprehending that we have
liberty to approach God now. But until Christ,
the Firstborn from the dead, had come in, you
could not have the church of the Firstborn, any
more than you could have Mount Sion, or the
city of the living God.

Then we have" God the Judge of all." God
could not take up this position apart from
Christ. How could He put Himself in touch
with His creation until Christ became Man?
God whom no man hath seen or can see. All
was dependent on the incarnation and resurrec
tion of Christ. Now it has come to pass that,
God is Judge of all, and we can apprehend Him
in that light. God takes that place in regard to
creation. Judgment will return to righteousness
and it will be a great day for the meek of the
earth. "The meek shall inherit the earth, and
shal! delight themselves in the abundance of
peace." (Psa. xxxvii. 11.) Judgment has long
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been divorced from righteousness, but it will
return to it, and the meek of the earth will
follow it.

We have come to" the spirits of just men made
perfect." This could not be apart from Christ.
They had to be made perfect through redemption.
The great cloud of witnesses in chapter xi.
Enoch, Noah, David, Samuel-are made perfect
because Christ has come in; their fear of God
could not make them perfect. These righteous
men are now made perfect through redemption;
their spirits are spoken of because they have not
their bodies yet.

Then we have" Jesus the mediator of the new
covenant," No one but Christ was competent
for this, because He died for the transgressions
that were under the first covenant, and the new
covenant is really Himself. I have no doubt
that Christ was the covenant the moment He
became Man. He is the Mediator of it by
redemption; He is minister, too, of the holy
places; He walks in the holy places. The holy
places are the saints; He is concerned as to the
saints, and ministers that He Illay present them
in suitability to Himself, .. Without spot or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should
be holy and without blemish," that He may offer
them up thus to God.

Then "the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh
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better things than that of Abel." The blood of
Abel defiled the earth, and it has been defiled
ever since. The earth looks beautiful outwardly,
but looked at morally, Cl Every prospect pleases,
and only man is vile." Man gives character to
the earth; how much since Abel's day has the
earth been defiled with moral abominations; but
the blood of sprinkling is the divine answer to
all the defilement.

Now God speaks to us of all these things,
He is speaking from heaven. Nothing is dis
played yet, but all has been established in the
coming in of Christ, and is made known to us
by the One who speaks from heaven. I pray
you not to be inattentive to that voice. It is
your obligation to pay attention to it. It is a
great thing when Christ is dwelling in the heart
by faith, it proves that you have listened to the
voice that speaks from heaven, and have a
divine apprehension of these things by the
Spirit. There is nothing that God has not now
in Christ. We come to it in the power of the
Spirit in apprehension. God intends you to see
all established in Christ, so that nothing can
fail. These things should be the interest and
food of our souls. May God grant that they
may be.

F. E. R.



JOTTINGS OF A READING.·

J. W. B. proposed 88 subject-The difference
between knowing the Scripture and knowing
Christ.

W. J. The case of the eunuch, which we read
this morning, is a good illustration of it.

ACTS VIU. 25-40 READ.

W. J. Many read the scriptures, and even
read them a g-reat deal, but do not seem to know
much of the Lord personally.

In Luke iv. the Lord goes into the synagogue,
and the book of the prophet Esaias is put into
His hands to read. He reads the prophetic
scriptures, but there He was Himself, the living
Person, in their midst. He reads and then says,
"This day is this scripture fulfilled in your
ears." Now look at the eunuch "Sitting in
his chariot he read Esaias the prophet." It
was well for him that he was reading the
scriptures, but he had not got yet the key to
them.

~, At The Farm, Quemerfcrd, June 7th.
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C. .. They are they which testify of me."
W. J. Yes; but it was the" Me" who blessed

the eunuch.
J. P-TT. It is very interesting to see the

order in which the eunuch is led on. First,
there is interest in the scriptures; then he
gets the key to scripture-Christ j and then
there is the moral effect-I( What doth hinder
me to be baptised? "-he is baptised. He
had found Uhrist, and he goes the same way
that He went; he goes into death.

J. W. B. The great characteristic of Chris
tianity is that it is a living, loving Person, not
a system of doctrines.

J. P-TT. I do not think anyone gets right
as to doctrine who makes doctrine an object;
we must have the Person. Take the case of
Cornelius (Acts x.), there was evidently a work
of God in him; he had desires, and God sent
Peter to enlighten him.

All here is in the death of Christ, but death
is the path to resurrection. .. Henceforth know
we no man after the flesh; yea, though we have
known Christ after the flesh, yet now hence
forth know we him no more;" there is no such
Christ to be known now as Christ after the
flesh.

W.J. I think many do not understand the pre
sence of the Lord in the assembly, they have never
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touched it, and so when the word is ministered
they do not feel that the Lord has touched them
in it. The great thing is to have a sense that
the Lord has spoken to you-that you have
come under His influence, that He has touched
you. You might remember all that was said in
the ministry, and yet it might not be one bit of
good to you. It is everything to get a sense
that the Lord has touched me secretly. It may
be that He has put His finger on something
which is hindering me in my service.

W. E. Have we an example of it in Mary
sitting at the feet of Jesus?

W. J. Yes; she came under His influence.
People read scripture and know. a great deal
about the Lord, but they do not know Himself.
It is by the Spirit that you come into the good
of things. not by the letter.

J. P-TT. I think faith is light in the soul
of what is presented, but if it does not bring
you into exercise and near the Lord, you do not
gain much.

W. J. Take the late meetings that we have
had here. Honoured servants have ministered
to us, but if we only come under the influence
of the servants, that will not do; we must come
under the influence of the Lord Himself. That
is the only way to get the good of the ministry
or to get any real knowledge; it is what you



260 TRUTH FOR THE 'rIME.

receive from the Lord that is effectual. We
may go to and fro like a door on its hinges;
we may listen to ministry and enjoy it; but
if it be only a general knowledge of all that
has been said, it does me no good. What I
want to feel is, that the Lord has spoken to me
in it. The eunuch could say good-bye to Philip,
who had been used to him in such a wonderful
way, and go on his way rejoicing because he had
Ohrist-he had the key to scripture. He had
found the Man who had died, risen, and gone
up, and so he could do without the channel that
had been sent to enlighten him. When we come
to these Quemerford meetings, we are often de
pressed afterwards, because the Philips are taken
from us; but if a fresh link has been formed
between your soul and Christ, you can go on
your way rejoicing. If you neglect the gifts,
you are all wrong.

J. W. B. But if you have the truth only as
what Mr. So-and-So teaches, it is no good to
you; you must have it as spoken to you from
God.

W. J. Philip was God's man for the occasion,
and the eunuch could not have done without
him; but when he has got the key to scripture
he can go on his way rejoicing, though Philip
was taken from him. The fact was, his soul
was linked with another Man and another scene.
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It is possible to read scripture, and even to
find pleasure in it, and yet not to get linked
with the Lord by it. But mind you this, this
man did not throwaway his roll; doubtless
he valued it all the more-he held on to
scripture, but he had got the key to scripture
in personal contact with Jesus. It is a living
thing. Many a time I have thought of the
Bible as a gramophone j you must get not only
the words but the living voice.

W. T. P. "Till I come, give attendance to
reading. &c." Would you say we could do with
the Lord apart from the scriptures?

W. J. No; but in the early days they had
not the New Testament scriptures. We see in the
Thessalonians the moral effect. The apostle could
say of them: "Remembering without ceasing your
work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of
hope," &c., there was a moral effect. Certain
facts had been ministered to them, and believed
by them, and certain moral effects were pro
duced. The apostle says, "Who also hath made
us able ministers of the new testament; not of
the letter, but of the spirit." The scriptures are
given to direct us, without them we should get
into mysticism.

REM. "Shewing by the scriptures that Jesus
was the Christ."

W. J. That is it j and now we are living in
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the midst of a J udaised Christianity, so it is
all the more necessary for us to reason out of
the scriptures. Supposing you went out as a
missionary to the heathen, you would need to
carry the gospel to them livingly as well as
the scriptures. You would state the truth to
them, but you must be the moral expression
of it for them to see.

W. T. P. The Lord said, "This day is this
scripture fulfilled in your ears."

W. J. Yes; He was there the living Person.
The eunuch came in contact with that living
Person, and he could go on his way rejoicing.
Paul says to Timothy, "The holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation,
through faith which is in Christ Jesus." It is
good to preach Christ to people; but you must
preach One whom you kmoui. Then how neces
sary it is to be near the Lord and to know Him
for this.

"Preach the word" is a very large expression j

it does not mean the scriptures, but the testi
mony of God j the record of it is in scripture.
You are" Mighty in the scriptures" if you know
the Lord. I think it is interesting to see
how things are set forth in the Acts. In
chapter viii. we have the eunuch; he gets the
key to scripture in Christ. Then in chapter
ix, we have Saul; he is brought to own Him as
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Lord: "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?"
Then Ananias, "Behold I am here, Lord," The
question is not-Do I read the scriptures or do
I pray, but do I in my spirit confess Him as
Lord? Is it the habit of my life? People
do not know Him much as Lord.

QUES. Might not a young believer know
Him as Lord?

W. J. Yes, it is proper to him to know Him
thus.

. QUES. Do you mean that if you know Him
as Lord, you know what suits Him?

W. J. That would follow as result. Take
the Ephesians. Paul says of them, "After I
heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love
unto all the saints." They had the Lord Jesus
objectively before them, not as their Saviour
simply, but as Lord.

W. E. How is it that so many of us do not
know Him personally?

REM. There are degrees of knowledge.
W. J. There are. 'fhere are two charac

teristics of a Christian. He believes on the
Lord Jesus Christ and on God who raised Him
from the dead.

I believe in God now; I believe in Christ
now; it is not a question of what I have be
lieved, it is a continuous and present thing.
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If you simply believe in scripture, there is
nothing living about that.

W. T. P. Is there any difference between
knowing the Lord individually, and knowing
Him in the assembly?

W. J. Yes; but you will not know Him in the
assembly if you do not know Him individually.
Do you not know the difference between read
ing scripture and praying in a religious sort
of wa.y, and coming into living contact with
the Lord? When one points out these things,
people say-you are undervaluing scripture;
but there is no moral work in the soul apart
from living contact with Christ. In the Epistle
to the Hebrews we find that there is a living
voice in the house of God. When a living Person
is presented, your affections are brought into play,
Every precept in scripture, all that we find in
Psalm xix., is presented to us in a Person. If
I take up precepts apart from the Person I am
on legal lines.

REM. "The words that I speak unto you
they are spirit, and they are life."

W. J. It is the contrast between "spirit"
and "letter." How could you understand what
He had been saying to them otherwise? " I am
the bread of life," &c.

B. B. " The letter killeth, but the spirit
giveth life."
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W. J. I sometimes ask young Christians, and
1 ask myself-Do you know what it is to come
under the influence of the glory of the Lord 1

J. W. B. The effect is you are transformed
into the same glory.

W. J. Yes; it is quite different from merely
reading scripture j you come under a moral
influence. I have a living Person in me-the
Holy Ghost; and He links me with a living
Person in heaven. Sometimes I read, and read,
and then shut my Bible and say-I will get near
the Lord; then you get wonderful things un
folded to you.

None of us express Christ unless we enjoy
Him first. The value of true ministry is that it
links yOll with Christ Himself; "Married to
another, to Him who is raised from the dead,
that we should bring forth fruit unto God."

J~ W. B. I suppose you must be withdrawn
from all that is of man to get under the infl uence
of Christ?

J. P-TT. So it was with the eunuch in
baptism.

W. J. Yes; he was severed from this world
and put in touch with another world.

We are often tested in connection with these
things. You must get things from the Lord or
you will never get on.

London: G. Morrish, 20. Paternoster Square, E.C.


