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DISCIPLESHIP! 
OR, 

»«ASONS$ FOft RESIGNING HIS NAVAI. RANK AND PAYj 

BY PERCY FEANCIS H A L L , 
Commander in the Royal Navy. 

Tb^n »iJd J«»us unto hit <U*eipt»<,, If n»v wan will coi»« after me, let 
Win dmy fciiaitir, *i«f take «£ bit m»*» nut IWUOW me. Matt, xvi. $«, 

For whom Il« tlW ferekttaw. Me alw» <Hd pr«<I«ftitmte to be conformed 
to the image of His Son, thai He might be the titst-born among many 
brethren. Rom* ^i», 29. 

He that saith he abiiloth in Him, ought himself to to walk, even as He 
walked. 1 Joint, ii 6. 

Whosoever he be of yon that forsaketh not all that he hath, be cannot he 
my disciple, Luke JUT. 27. 



DISCIPLESHIP. 

IK taking a step which, if warranted by the word of God, must 
cast discredit upon the service and disci pies hip of many now 
living, for whom I do feel the truest respect and affection as 
children of God, as well as place me in the more invidious 
position of sitting* in judgment upon the almost universally 
accredited standard ot Christian practice, 1 feel myself im­
peratively called upon to give to the Church of Christ, with 
meekness and fear, a reason why I should take upon myself 
a place of such mora) distinction and authority* God knoweth 
it ia not in pride, nor is it to please men. In other days 
" through the thanksgiving of many, it would have redounded 
to the glory of God.** Now, (I say it in sorrow,) I expect 
hut little from the many who call themselves by the precious 
name of Jesus, except opprobrium, or the charge of fanaticism. 

To them, however, indeed to all, I can say, ** With me it is a 
very small thing that I should be judged of you or of man's 
judgment, yea, I judge not mine own self; for I know nothing 
by myself, yet am I not hereby justified, but he thatjudgetb 
me is the Lord ; therefore judge nothing before the time, until 
the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things 
of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the heart, 
end then shall every man have praise of God.'* And while 
all are constrained to acknowledge, as I believe they will be, 
that I do not use craftiness nor handle the word of God de-
teitfully, I look with confidence to my Lord, that by mani­
festation of the truth, I shall commend myself to the consciences 
of some in the sight of God, and thereby bring glory to Him, 
which is the only hope and desire of my heart. 

To the children of this world I could not if I would make 
any appeal on such a question; they cannot take cognizance of 
an act which must be the result of principles entirely different 
from theirs; but to those who are translated out of it into 
the kingdom of God's dear Son—who once were "children of 
disobedience,'* (Ephes, ii. 2.) but are now, as in contrast with a 
self-willed world, " children of obedience," (1 Pet. i. 14.) I do 
appeal and claim their approving testimony, and with it a prompt 
and practical attention to the claim. 
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The wisdom of this world which never knew God and never 
will know Him, which saw no beauty* and still sees none in 
God's bright image, " the brightness of His glory, the express 
image of His person," (Heb.i.2,) can only deride any conformity 
to that image in a world it calls its own, and over which it rules. 
But the object of the children's worship is the glory the world 
despises ; the desire of the believer's heart is conformity to 
the image it beholds with wonder and admiration, and the 
purpose of God that He should be glorified in His saint* m 
this«ami conformity, "having predestinated m to be C0JU« 
formed to the image of His dear Son, that He might be the 
first-born among many brethren." (Rom. viii, 2fc) *< And so 
beholding the glory of the Father in the face of Jeans Christ, they 
are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as bjj^ : 
the Spirit of the Lord." (2 Cor.iii. IB.) And it kin thisthat tip* 
entire and unchangeable principles of separation between t$g» 
Church and world are seen. The face of Jesus is the bright at­
traction of the one—to the other, it is without comeliness, marred 
and inglorious. The voice of Jesus, the words of Jesus, are t ie 
delight of the listening ear and anxious heart of the one; the 
opinions, the applause or censure of the world, the authority 
which sways the other* And the true value of such authority 
can only be folly known by the startling word of the Faithful 
witness, " That which is highly esteemed among men is abami~ 
nation in the sight of GotL" (Luk* xvi. 15. > And it is no per­
version of this word to say also, that "That which is highly 
esteemed of God is abomination in the sight of men ;" nay, we 
know it was so in that which put the world on trial and proved it 
guilty. Jesus was the beloved one in whom the Father was well 
pleased, who did always those things which pleased Him ; and 
the world's hatred of what God loved, was proved in the cross ; 
the essential disagreement, the disagreement in all things be-* 
tween God and the world was proved there, though God in 
His wondrous grace did make that very cross (while the proof 
and exhibition of entire disunion between Him and His crea­
tures) the link that was to bind them together in love. 

To those then who confess the Lord Jesus as no longer despis­
ed but loved and gloried in, 1 appeal: to those who acknowledge 
the authority of the word of God, and therefore the necessity 
of prompt obedience to it, 1 appeal, and lay my claim before 
them with humbleness indeed, but with the solemn authority 
that consciousness of right gives, and say, if the principles 
here advocated are unanswered by you in heart and conscience 

Jbitow them ; they reach mery where—every word and every 
step of the disciple of Jesus ought to he controlled by them. 
All cannot obey them in making the same sacrifices; but let all 
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ob^ them where the claim presses home Art them, and they 
will be happily following Him, who hath said, «Ifany man 
serve me let him follow me, and where I am there shall also 
lay servant be : if arry man serve me, htm will my Father hon-
war/' (John xn. 20.) r 

That I may not be misunderstood—that my motives may he 
«»de clear, that the blessed hand of love which touchesthe 
•pring and gives life and obedience to the constrained heart 
may be seen; and above all, that no advocacy of obedience 
SKiT* <* a t ° n e f n e n t o f w,y *f™S lorf of it* p^tness , I 
*WM nwt and at once state that I act at a Cbrietit*. And 
wft*ti» a Christian? A pardoned sinner (Rom. 4*1 washed 
^ \ m mm sanctified, justified (i Cor, vl ll.)-«iid that in 
tat blood of Jesus—accepts, and that in the beloved (Ephes. 
h%7.)~~0m who Ur passed from dimtb unto life (t Jolm iij. > 
ffiTiTl"*^,,fe <JLllh.n »• ! * - * « - • Son of the Hv% 
«od (John U J H B heir of God, and joint-heir with Christ 
{Kern, ?IH. 1% 17J-Hme who k free, and to whom there is 
mm no condemnation (Rom. viii. l.)_who is buried by 
Baptism into Christ's death, and raised again with Him iiito 
newness of life, by faith of the operation of God (Roro.vi. 3, 4 } 
—chosen in Jesus (Ephes, i. 4.)—accepted in Jesus—made 
jwfeetm Him—complete in Him. (Colos. ii. 10.) God for­
bid that the happy necessity of obedience should detract from 
theJreeness and rulness of blessing the sinner receives, when 
wade by the greatness of tfie Father's grace, a believer in Him 
# uT Î! e i s al1 bIess inS for «he sinner. The pride of man's 
ftpliih heart is ever carrying him away from the grace sent to 
him in Jesus, and which must meet him as a beggar, helpless 
intf undone, to some requirment that he may satisfy, which 
WW, as he thinks, enable him to meet God on better terms • or 
fie will do away with the richness of the grace and make' it 
inefficient to meet his real necessities, and then strive to make 
tro the inefficiency by his own change of conduct. God for-
m$ I say, that one such thought should be in the heart of the 
•inner that writes this. In being taught his entire helpless-
now, am merely to avow it with his lips, but to know it in the 
S S r v ^ t 1 *•»*»«* and wickedness of his own heart, he has 
S S w C r f * ^ Vv* a™.y fIom U t0 t h e b"Sht<*ss of grace 
fj£t**™lihm net him in the truth 
£ £ l f ? ^ ^ f v i l a s i t w a s , with the full consolation the 
2 P h £ T f T f ^ [ h t t con<lit ion so»£»* J making Jesus 
X (1 Cor 1tto) r ,8hteotasness* san^ifi^tion and redemp. 

^- iTS^L?̂ ? «5vfr »ttempiinĝ  to make God as ungenerous 
as himself, to limit the greatness of His gifts by hia own « u 

A 3 
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belief, and thus to dim the glory of His abounding grace, is 
not only tbe necessary result, bat the proof too of the un­
changeable evil of his heart: and it is ibis, simply this, which 
has driven the Church into tbe world, lowered its standard of 
obedience to tbe habits of its new associates, and exhibited it, 
like the fig tree which withered at the word of tbe Lord's 
wrath, covered indeed with leaves, but returning little fruit 
to Him who seeks it for bis Father's gloryf saying, ** Herein 
is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit," Vain would 
be the search of that man who might try in tbe pride of bis 
heart to bring evidence from the word of truth, that any one 
other motive but love, was reckoned on there to bring back to 
God, and guide in His ways, the heart of a self-willed and 
wayward sinner. There can be no union with God in thought 
or act, save in love; " for God is love, and be that knoweth not 
love knoweth not God ;" (1 John iv. 7, 8.) " and he that gather* 
eth not with Him, scattereth abroad/' Tbe only principle of 
acceptable service to God, is love ; a service of constraint is no 
service to Him, Anything therefore that would impede the 
flow of the living waters, the fresh streams of love, peace, and 
joy, into tbe weary heart of a God-fearing sinner,is just that 
which would hinder its fruitfulness, and leave it a sterile and 
thorn-bearing thing still. 

It is not in pride or impatience, that the writer of this refuses 
to reason with the multitude of those who sadly prove both 
their ignorance of God and themselves, by avowedly making 
God austere, saying, ** 1 feared thee because thou art an austere 
man, thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and reapest 
that thou didst not sow." (Luke xix. 21.} But he passes them 
by, because he would at once meet what he believes to be thesame 
erring principle under an outwardly fairer form, and that he may 
the more plainly advocate tbe one great truth of Scripture 
which controls his own heart in bin present sacrifice, and which 
he knows where it is truly felt, will enable us to count all things 
hut dungf\t we may hut do His will who has taught us to love 
llrm by first loving us, 

The Scriptural word ** sanctification,** is the fair title this 
error assumes; and so apparently authoritative is its claim, that 
many are led captive by it; and while they feel and know ffceir 
slavery, are unable to account for it. •• If the Son make*y*u 
free, ye shall be free indeed," (John viii. 36.) is the happy assur-
anceof our Lord; and any thing that would limit thelove l i e came 
to prove, is but keeping fast the fetters that bind our hearts to 
earth, and holding us buck from the happy, and therefore free 
obedience of children, And what is "sanctification" as it is now 
used ? but uniting that which our God has so graciously and so 
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r^rfttHvsej^MeA—salnation and lis holy consequences; the 
Htn^icfty and graciousness of His freely bestowed love, with 
tjif l^mremeots made to those who, having received the love, 
art made free for His service, and have motive anil energy of 
heart to serve. 
: J f there is one statement of truth more clear that! another in 

Scripture, and more uncompromising in the language in wRfcb 
H i* put, it is this, That redemption is exclusively the work of 
t^ Lord Jesus Christ, and in noway that of the Holy Spirit* 
ft repeat this, as knowing it is for God's glory, and our joy,— 
^Redemption is exclusively the work of the Son of God, 
md m no way that of the Holy Spirit, (considering 
them as separate in their persons and work; in the 

*#0t*e»#i8 of the Godhead it need not be said, the act of one must 
feave feeen the act of all.) That faith, which is the gift of God, 
fKtvh« it, 8) ii the work of the Holy Spirit, is another question. 
Faith fet not salvation—we are saved by grace, through faith, 
Hia grara waa In Jesus, faith does but embrace and realize the 
grace, An a Saviour, and a perfect Saviour, putting away sin by 
the sacrifice of Himself, Jesus says, " Look unto me and be ye 
saved." A$Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Bon of Man be lifted np, that whosoever believeth on Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. (John iii. 14.) If 
what is so extensively termed sanctification, (i.e. progressive ad -
vancement in Holiness) is necessary to salvation, it might well 
fea asked, How much would do ? Ue who knows God, and loves 
Htm because of his glory and beauty as revealed in Jesus, will 
know also that he must be as perfect as He is perfect, or neither 
6o4 or himself could be satisfied. But not only is this robbing the 
isross of Jesus of its power, and making His blood inefficient, 
l>at as its result (and how completely do we see in this, as in 
aveiy thing else, wisdom justified fri her children,) we have 

f nothing but an unhappy and unfruitful Church, hardly know­
ing whether it is saved or not, knowing enough of itself to 
understand that it comes short of God's glory ; and therefore to 
got itself into peace, (as looking to sarmtinVulioii MiA $8t to 
Jesus) it must, reduce the standard of obedience, bringing'down 
<JotJ*a character, and therefore His requirements fa* imJrt of 

p̂feMMhey are ; that it may somehow roine up to them ancFao 
-iHMitMiad with itself. Thus the ingenuity of unbelMf will 

torture the simplicity of God's word of peace into something 
thil will impose a burden where God's love has sought to re-
ttyWt tt; arid those who are thus self-tasked, or taught by 
totoiher Golpel than that of full and unconditional love* have 
to ihm and wrestte in fetters, with the brightness of the prae 
for whirl) they contend obscured by intervening clouds of fear 
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mi doubt as to the willingness of God to bestow it On them. 
** But thus saith the Lord, whosoever believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life.*1 (John iin 86.) "This is the record, God hath 
given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son § he that hath the 
Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son Of God hath not life/* 
(1 John v. 11, 12.) «* Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
heareth my words and believeth on Him thnt sent me, hath ever­
lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed 
from death unto life/' (John v, 24#)

 ,# These are written that 
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, and 
that believingye might have life through his name/* (John xx. 
SI.) " Go and preach the gospel to erery creature, he that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved/* (Mark xvi. 15,16.) 
** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shait be saved/* 
(Acts xvi. 31.) " Be it known unto you that through this man 
k preached unto you the forgiveness of sins ; and by Him all * 
that believe are justified from all things/' (Acts xiin 38, 39.) 
** By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified in His sight, 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin, but now the righteous­
ness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by 
the law and the prophets, even the righteousness of God, which 
is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all and upon all them that be­
lieve ; for there is no difference, for all have sinned and come 
short of His glory, being justified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom 
God has set forth to be a propitiation through faith in 
His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission 
of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God ; 
to declare at this time His righteousness, that He might be just 
and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. Where is 
boasting then ? it is excluded, by what law ? of works ? nay, 
but by the law of faith ; therefore we conclude that a man is 
justified by faith without the deeds of the law: (Rom ill* 20— 
$8») u for what saith the Scripture t Abraham believed God, and 
it was counted to him for righteousness. Now to him that work­
eth is the reward reckoned, not of grace but of debt, but to him 
that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the un­
godly, his faith is counted for righteousness; even as David also 
describeth the blessedness of the man unto whom God impuleth 
righteousness without works, saying, blessed are they whose 
iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered ; blessed is 
the man to w horn the Lord will not impute sin/* (Rom. m3—-8) 
" Abraham was fully persuaded that what God bad promised 
He was able also to perform, and therefore it was imputed to him 
for righteousness. Now it was not written for his sake alone that 
it was imputed to Him, but fof us also to whom it shall be inv» 
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pufed, if *e bebeve cm Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from 
thi 4miL mho was delivered for our offences, and raised again # 
fofi>yr justification ; therefore being justified by faith, we have 
p#i«w with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom also 
fltffaiv* access by fakb into this grace wherein we stand, and 
rejoice in the hop of the glory of God." (Rom. \v\ 0—25.) 
'* God cwnmendeth Hit love toward us, in that while we were 

dinners, Christ died for us, much more than being now 
*1#d by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
; for if when we were enemies we were reconciled 

Sod by the death of his Son, much more, being re* »»tef|, u» shall be saved by His life; arid not only go, 
we also joy in God, through our Lord Jesos Chris^by whom 

§r§ have now received the atonement." (Rom. v. 8—II.) 
*# AM by the oflene© of one, judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation, even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift 
Mine upon all men unto justification of life; for as by one 
man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous; that as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign, through right-
eousness, unto eternallife, by Jesus Christ our Lord.** (Rom. 
*• 18—20.) "For Christ is the end of the law for righteous 
ness to every one that believeth, for Moses describeth the right-
eousness which is of the law, that the man which doeth these 
things shall live by them; but tbe righteousness which is of 
faith speaketh on this wise, that if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth tbe Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
tMm mwt that God bath raised Him from the dead, 
%^m shalt be saved; for witb the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
tittto salvation: for the Scripture saitb, whosoever believeth 
oil Him shall not be ashamed; for the same Lord over all is rich 
unto all that call upon Him : for whosoever shall call upon the 
iiiirie of the Lord shall be saved.** (Rom. x. 4—13.) c< God was 
tt Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, and not imputing 
tb#t? trfwjMLSft't unto them, for He hath made Him to be sin for 
«i» %rbd Jtnpv nn tin, that wo might ba made the righteousness 
tofMlk film," fi Cbr. ?• t y - 2 t ) Wherefore when He 
comMh in«f jftt w&jjl ll# §ailh» mwsrific* and offering thou 
WwMkltt fwi» b«t • fcwly tati thoti prepared tmf* then 
uaid tt«% " t u t I csomt tn do thy vrfl 0 God,'* "bv 
m *AW* wUl w» »f» MoetiAcd through the offering of 
thf ht>dy of hum nam for all; and every priest stand-
#P| AtAly minwtering, and offering oftentimes the same sacri-
Hck$p wlifcli can never take away mm ; but this Man, after 
He had umired one sacrifice for iinsf for ever sat down on the 
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right band of God ; for by one offering He batfi perfected fur 
ever them that are sanctified, whereof the Holy Ghost is also 
a witness to us, after that He had said before, this is the covenant 
that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord j I 
will put my law in their hearts, and in their minds will I write 
them, and their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 
Now, where remission of these is, there is no more offering for 
sin," (Heb. x. 5 —18.) It would be easy to multiply passages, 
but they are all included in one, ** Behold the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world. " (John i. 29.) Jesus put­
ting away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, (Heb, ix. 26.J 
making peace by the blood of His cross, and by it re­
conciling all things unto God, both things in heaven and 
things on earth, and those who are enemies in their wicked 
minds by wicked works, in the body of His flesh through 
death, that he might present them holy, unblameable, and unre-
proveable in His sight. (Colos. u 19, 20.) The whole word 
indeed, in its testimony of the Lord Jesus, speaks of Him as 
manifesting God as a Saviour ; and it is in the faith of this that 
the troubled spirit gets peace ; (and it cannot be found else­
where,) it sees the God it feared becoming in His love to the 
sinner the sinner's Saviour, and therefore has confidence to­
ward God : for who can doubt if God becomes a Saviour, the 
perfect ness of the salvation ? its completeness is the soul's 
security ; and faith in it as perfect and complete, gives peace 
and instant peace too. It was thus the gospel (which is glad 
tidings of great joy to all people, the expression of God's love 
to sinners, as sinners,) was received, when it was first believed 
on in the world. " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shaft he saved," was the Spirit's reply to the trembling 
jailor, and he rejoiced in God. (Acts xvi. 31—34.) ** If thou 
Mievcat with all thine heart thou mayestj* was the prompt 
answer to the Ethiopian,—" 1 believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of Godf

M was the happy confession of his saving faith, and 
he went on his way rejoicing ;" (Acts viil. 37—30.) for " who­
soever shall confess that Jesus it the Son of God, God dwelleth 
in him and he in God." (1 John, iv. 15.) 

That salvation, then, is utterly irrespective of what we have 
been, or what we are, or I ho measure of sanctity we may attain, 
is and must he the conclusion of the heart that trembles at God's 
word: and oh! itagraeioustiegs is beyond all measure—unsought 
and unconditional love! the cheerful and free gift of Him who 
loveth a cheerful giver; the full proof of a love which nothing bpt 
unbelief can check or resist: for sin cannot; for what is sin, but 
estrangement of heart from, and disobedience to the authority 
of Him, who proved by the gift of His Son, to those who were 
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so estranged and in open rebellion against Him, that though sin 
Was reigning unto death, His grace could reign triumphantly 
above all sin. The simple fact that " God commended His love 
toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us," 
(Rom. v. 8.) is the proof that nothing but unbelief can kinder 
$tiy sinner's participation in all the rich blessings God hath to 
bestow. The Lord Jesus Christ in His suffering and death, is 
W t what God is to sinners, as sinners. God was manifested 
ill the flesh, and the cross was the end of His work in the flesh, 
at^the only thing, desperate as it was, that it could meet the 
lower's necessity ; "for without shedding of blood there is no 
Amission of sin." (Heb. viii. 22.) Death had passed upon all 
.niib$ for that all had sinned : death is the wages of sin : death 
Will the portion of Jesus therefore, as made sin for us. If 
th«m our cleansing from sin is by the blood of Jesus, if our eter­
nal lift? ii obtained by Hi* death and resurrection, the whole 
work of ntl#mption mmt ho His, though it was the Father's 
lave that gMo Willi! mill th» Spirit9* work to give us faith in it: 
md ft mutt bo realized by faith, and faith only, as entirely 
lb« work of another., 

It li the blood of Jews alone that cleansetb from all sin (1 John 
j^.J—it is by the blood of Jesus alone we have boldness of 
access into the Holiest of all (Heb. x, 19.)—it is by the blood of 
Je*us alone who, through the Eternal Spirit, offered Himself 
without spot unto God, that our consciences are purged from 
dimd works to serve the living God. (Heb. ix,) Here then is 
our secure our only resting place, the blood of the Holy Lamb, 
Til! witness of the Holy Ghost is not of Himself, but of Jesus, 
to take of the sufferings and glory of Jesus and show them unto 
tty liol to speak of Himself. If the Spirit beareth witness to 
the tinner, it is to show the cross as his salvation: to the saved 
•inner indeed He reveals glory, far deeper glory in the face of 
ibe crucified one, as well as the glory of the inheritance; (John 
SftrJ#) but in imparting peace to the conscience, in delivering from 
the dread of death and God's anger, the testimony is one and 
unvaried, Jesus delivered for our offences^ and raised again for 
tmr justification ; he who believes this, is saved at once and for 
•Ver, if he continue in this faith; and let him come ever so exal-
t«d In (he evident favour of God, to that must he ever recur for 
Ml peace and salvation, "for other foundation can no man lay, 
mkfkthat is laid9 which is Jesus Christ." (1 Cor. iii. 11.) And 
ifjd«t#d this is not merely a pardon given in dependence on fu~ 
toffy obedience. Alas ! to those who know how their service 
I* hindered by the heavy bondage of a sinful body, how the 
rt#ifc $v#r lu«tetli against the Spirit, so that they cannot do the 
thing* that they would; who know that all their obedience, 
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while so hindered, is in God's estimate " unprofitableness" 
because imperfect, (and surely unprofitableness can be no claim 
to heaven,) where would be the joy to thorn £ Oh! haw would 
man pervert God's liberal and most wondrous grace; bow does 
he ever try to escape from the full blessing m being saved al­
together by grace, in his ignorance of that God, who having 
not spared His Son, but delivered Him up for us ail, will with 
Him freely give us all things. (Rora. viii, 32.) But what saith 
the Lord ? "There is now no condemnation to them that are 
in Christ Jesus, who walk not afttr th# flaah, but the Spirit; 
for the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, hath made them 
free from the law of sin and daaih ; for what the law could n#t 
do in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending bis own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin condemned sin in 
theflesln1' (Rom. viii. 1.) As one with Him who hath died unto 
sin once, and over whom death hath no more dominion, the 
believer in Him is called on to reckon himself dead indeed unto 
sin, but alivo unto God ; as knowing that bis old man is crucified 
with Him, baptized into His death, and raised with Him again 
into newness of life, being dead, and therefore freed from sin, 
(Rom. vi# If—7.) It is in the knowledge of the true position of 
freedom into which he is put before God as one with Jesus, 
where He is at the right hand of God, (•* because as He is, so 
are we in this world," 1 John iv. 17.) that be is enabled to 
overcome sin in his daily and hourly conflict. If sin is con­
demned in the flesh, which it was in the cross, it is " that the 
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us who walk not 
after the flesh but after the Spirit.** If our old man is crucified 
with Christ, it is that the body of sin might be destroyed, that 
henceforth we should not serve sin. If we are able through 
faith to reckon ourselves dead to sin, and alive unto God through 
Jesus our Lord, it is that sin should not reign in our mortal 
bodies, that we should obey it in the lusts thereof. (Rom. vi, 
0—12.) Faith in the perfect victory of Jesus over all that was 
man's enemy, is the alone power by which we can become 
victors too. As to the law also, weak as it was and is in the 
flesh, and terrifying ever to the flesh because proving its weak­
ness, what hare we to do with it > By it is the knowledge of 
sm indeed, but what has the believer to do with it? " he is be­
come dead to the law by the body of Christ, that he should b# 
married to another, even to Him who is raised from the dead, 
that he should bring forth fruit unto God; for now we are 
delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held, 
that we shouM fcerve in newness of Spirit, not in the oldncss of 
the letter/' (Rom. vii, I—0.) " What then can separate us from 
the love oi God ? Neither death, nor life, net angels, nor 
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'pAmtplitmi Mt powers, nor things present, nor things Id 
coffMYftor height, nor depth, nor any creature, shall be able to 

f «ta lis from the Jove of God which is it* Christ Jesus our 
W (tto»# tiii. 35—39.) But more prominently perhaps 
IHty, another statement of privilege stands, f that which 

* • iti hifguage is so intelligible to all, though experienced in 
I fripmr by »o few ; and it is " that to as many as received 
JH» io them gave He power fo becom * the Sons of God, even 
\ At aitttty as believed on His name." (John i, 12.) '«Behold 

$#Si manner of love the Father hath bestowed on us, that we 

tiJd b» called the ©ons of God; beloved, now are we the 
IT Of 4M»" (I John iii. 1, 2.) "and because we are 
Hf JEM itods forth the spirit of His Son into oar hearts, 

**jtof • At*»» Father j wherefore we are no more servants but 
fiSiJ «i«f if mm* then hoirt of God through Christ ;" (Gal. iv. 6, 
f 4 *• ftr »• tunny us ar© ted%y tb# Bpirtt* of God, they are the 
mt* itllPh *•# f»atfH«f tit* spirit of bondage again to fear, 
ftM tif ipWt #f trfqptfel!, wbotby they cry Abba, Father; 
# # i | irli btfarhig witness with their spirits, that they are the 
ntfUdftn of Ctet)9 «nd if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and 
JtiiUtiifra witb Christ/9 (Horn, vih\ 14—17.) It is the freedom 
v filth lappy spirit, abiding in a Father's love, which alone 
mm give foil power to serve Him who is love; and upon this 
reefs allthe instruction of our Lord, delivering by the power 
of fbat name ** Father," from every bondage, freeing from 
trery other master, man, the world, the flesh, the Devil, and 
sit trie anxious cares of our fearful and doubting hearts, into 
tho buoyancy and therefore energy of spirit by which alone we 
e«n serve in newness of life, being careful tor nothing, taking 
^llonjftit for the morrow, with the eye single in its object, 
ijtS heart single in its subjection and service, (Mat. vi. 22—24.) 

fitting oo*8iaster but Christ, no object but His glory, walking 
At the spirit of adoption, having present fellowship with the 
J%f!ier and His Son Jesus Christ that our joy may be full, 
(§ John i, 3, 4.) led by the Spirit of God, (ind where the 
SjiMi of the Lord is there is liberty*) abiding in Christ, and 
Wiving as so abiding, His peace and His joy, as He says, 

4toPme I leave with yon, my peace I give onto you, (John xiv. 
8?#) $M these things I have spoken to you that my joy might 
mr&lti hi yon, and that jour joy might be full." (John xv. 

*Wm} Vmt indeed is the blessedness and glory which the Be~ 
, tmm possoslts by oneness with Him " who is the first-born 

iitHOf many brethren,** who having glorified His Father on 
th*r«*Wn, received for Himself foiour and power; and for 
IWM»#titttMi power. « AH things that the Father hath am 
mint,*1 (John xvi, 15.) " AH things are yours, lor ye ate 

B 
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Christ's, and Christ is GodV* (f €3©r* iii. 21—23.) Bat 
wonderful as this grace is, where in it for us but ip Jesus? 
how is it ours but by faith in Him ? Cod bath blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. (Ephes. 
i. 3.) Jesus, as humbled) manifested the Father; and in Him 
we learn and see the Father, (John tvH* 6—25, 26.) As 
raised from the dead, He received the fulness of blessing for 
those with whom Be became one by humiliation; and faith 
in Him as so blessed, realizes and makes the blessing ours. 

He that speaketb of himself seeketh his own glory, but 
be that seeketh His glory that sent Him, the same is true and 
no unrighteousness is in him. (John vif. 18.) Jesus came 
to declare the Father and spoke not of Himself, for He was 
the Father's servant. The Holy Ghost is the servant of the 
risen man Christ Jesus, and speaks only of Him, and not of 
Himself.* And whether it be the first entrance into the 
sheep-fold by that Spirit's quickening power, or subsequent 
increase in power over the world, the flesh, and the Devil, the 
witness is the same, *' the light of the knowledge of the gbry 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ ; (2 Cor. iv. 4.) and so be­
holding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, changing us into 
the same image from glory to glory :" (2 Cor. iii. 18.) and 
therefore however mighty the work, the object of faith is the 
same as to the weakest Believer, Jesus, and all that He has 
done—is doing—and will do-—and not what He (the Spirit) is 
doing in the Believer's heart. 

Oh yes ! the heart must love God ere it will serve Him 
readily,—it must know His mind and will ere it can serve Him 
faithfully in a world where God needs its service. The heart 
can only love God as knowing Him where His love is seen— 
in Jesus; it can only berve Him truly % as knowing Him v«ho 
did serve Him faultlessly and faithfully in the same world. All 
is the witness of the Spirit; but Jesus, the exhibitor of the love 
which wins the heart—Jesus, the faithful servant, is that to 
which He testifies. 

It is a wonderful thing that God should bring the heart of a 
poor, proud, self-seeking man, into delight with that which is 
utterly opposed tn every feeling of the flesh ; and how tenderly 
and graciously He does it. He does not say " Give up the 
world—deny thyself—crucify your flesh—become abased*" 
that would be hard indeed, though it would be righteous; 
and we all know those who have fancied He has BO said, and 

• In the unity of the Godhead, as Jeans and the Father are one, so Jesus and the 
Holy Ghost are one, though separate in person and office. / and my Father are 
one, was the testimony of Jesus to this; Chrtitinyou th* hope of glory t it the Spirit's 
testimony to His oneness with Jems and the Father, and by His presence the oneness 
of the Believer with then. 
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tltljP l t t t t tried every self-inflicted penance and monkish 
austerity* hut the world was laved still, self was the only ob~ 
I^WwIttl^tKMi through it all. But God does not deal so 
f i fb l i f He apeaks in gentleness, and tolls ua of the greatness 

1|fl§tt love in t be midst of onr alienation and rebellion; tells 
m iff bves us, though our hearts are worldly and proud, and 
%tir practices selfish and base, and wins as by this love, and the 

1 testimony of Jesus is the story of this love, the proof of God's 
love to the sinning man, the ungodly, the proud* the worldly 
mkn r the proof that sin was not a sufficient barrier to abut oat 
the love, that it has broken that down, and can now Haw un-
l i f t (lid into the sinful heart. The heart whore this is credited 
and therefore received, must return an answer of love, and will 
inflow, tartly know, that God asks nothing from us to prove 
our love, but what will secure to as increased and increasing 
peace and joy» TbeboWness of God, His hatred of sit* and 
the world, are #1 hidden as it were under the bright and bean* 
tMW$*fvh*y of His grace in the crucified one; but when the 
§mm attracts the eye and heart, {and it is the grace the sinner 
want*, fur that alone can be the connecting link between him 
and God,) the eye and heart will be fixed on all else that Jesus 
mm* ** the fulness of the Godhead bodily,*1 ** the brightness ef 
the Father's glory, and express image of His person/' And 
ill this He was in the world ; surely this is but little thought 
of, the heart can get its joy and confidence in grace only; and 
where is the grace, but in Jesus bumbled, broken-hearted, 
and cmci&ed f This is where God has comedown to the sinner, 

* **nl the sinner's stepping«place to get back to God; the hand 
I f God stretched out to us in onr wretchedness, and lifting us 
tip again to Himself and clasping us to His heart. 

¥ In truth there can be no service to God, except by the sweet 
Constraint of love ; **ifa man would give oil the substance of 
i l l house for love, it would utterly be contemned;" (Cant. vi&) 
the obedience of Heaven is the obedience of love, for there can 
be nothing bnt love there; there is only one will there—«>bedi~ 
0$$ to that will is the unity and harmony of Heaven; and it 
is not an arbitrary will, but the simple exercise of its own 
righteousness. Self-will is the cause of, all misery, for it is 
disobedience to that which, by its requirements, produces hap* 
fl!ft**s, and this is sin, the results of which ere clear enough 
irmmd us in the full tide of misery which is flowing over this 
rebellious world. It is the same power of righteous love which 
ftjlji in Heaven, reaching by the Spirit's presence, the heart 
o i l telf-willed sinner, that brings it into subjection, and gives 
It #fceft it has the mastery there, the joy of heaven, free­
ing It from its many turbulent and unrighteous masters, 
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aad giving it but one, and that one love, for God is 
Jove ; taking away the heart of atone, and giving a 
heart of flesh, on which God can write Hi* law, not on tables 
of stone, bat the fleshly table of the heart; and that tew is love, 
for** love is the fulfilling oMhe l»w#

M (Rom. % Hi, 8—10.) 
But where is the pattern of this »tibj#c?rtoti to be seen? but in 
Him who could say, " Lo t 1 cow® to do thy wilt O God ; thy 
Jaw is within my heart." (Ueb*x» 7*) What constrained 
Him in all Fife most arduous nmt wearying iervice, but love, that 
love which is strong at death * who in His vrry obedience to 
God, united man to God again | hr the tame law which requir­
ed at His hand* un&ilmg lov# to God, equally demanded the 
same unfailing love to Hi* neighbour* The cross was the full 
answer to both. Oh blessed, blessed mystery 1 the wisdom of 
Him whose wisdom is unsearchable } the power of Him whose 
power is omnipotent* 

The more then this love is known "and shed abroad in our 
hearts, by the holy Ghost given unto us," the more constrain­
ed will the heart be to this happy service, because it will thus 
judge, *' that if one died for all, th«n were all dead, and that 
He died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose 
again/' (2 Cor* v. IS.) And oh ! where is it that it will 
get daily strength for service, but in tracing the love and the 
glory that can be only seen in the Father's righteous Servant, 
whose service was both to the Father and to us; so that every 
step so traced, will unravel the depths of that grace which has 
given the heart its peace, and assured it of everlasting glory. 
And it is this, it is this, that the Holy Ghost does engrave 
day by day, deeper and deeper on the willing heart of the Be­
liever, showing him bis Lord, who though " in the beginning 
with God, and Himself God, made flesh, and dwelling amongst 
us," limiting the power, wisdom, ami glory of His Godhead 
into the bounds of helpless infancy ; found in fashion as a babe, 
and growing up into the manhood of man's sorrows and trials ; 
marking the circumstances of evil which surrounded Him from 
His birth onwards, and so the untiring love which could not 
be overcome by those circumstances, but which shone the 
brighter, and showed its depth the more, as it was scorned and 
trampled on, while pressing on in its might through them all 
to finish that work, which alone could meet the necessities of 
the sinner—the shedding of the blood of the Innocent One. 
It is not the cross only, but the character of the evil, which in 
its power overwhelmed the Lamb of God, and the unconq-uered 
compassion which ever shone forth from Him on the darkness 
which surrounded and would have quenched it,—Tbeevery day's 
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§ H$ itidttflMJCe <rf the contradiction of sinners i^ainst Him*. 
iBtm to the moment when the readiness of His heart to 

jtftfUttati ••*& ^ th« prompt reply of forgiveness to him who 
hkd i f tin reviled Him during His bitterest agony on the cross* 
(Compare Mat. xxvii, 24. with Luke xxiii. 43.) It is this 
ttmtthows the depth of the love, a love that existed ever, a 

Jlf# that ordained the victim, (1 Pet. i. 20.) that gave the 
victim, and that victim His only Son (John iii. l i t ) to and for 
tho## who bated and disregarded both the giver and the gift.* 
Aid it it in the heart's unhesitating assurance, that the service 
m$mm was but to manifest the Father, that " the man of 
tfttrTOWt," Was the fuine^ of the Godhead bodily; so that His 
wmdsand acts WOT bat the words and acts of the unseen 
Father, that given to tht$ Iwvo its tndwing character ; #ffor 
t%m$b m mitt Imlb Mm tho father at tnjr titan, the only 
l i p f M f tttilt which k in tint t*o»om of tho Father, He bath 
wSkm Wm** i #H» that liftfb soon mo hatb seen the 
Pitbtf*11 H 1 and my father »r© one ;" so that indeed he who 
ilillfhiii to trae* tho utepi of Jesus in this grief-stricken world, 
will MM In #very step the holiness, the moral glory, and the love 
of tho unseen God, made manifest to him in a form that he 
mn apprehend. And what was Jesus in the world ?—a man 
In whose mouth there were no reproofs ; who gave to all 
liberally and upbraided not; who in sorrowing remonstrance 
said, ** Ye will not come unto me that ye might have life;" 
who checked the anger of His followers with u Ye know not 
libat manner of spirit ye are of, the Son of Man is not come 
to destroy, hut to save men's lives;" 1 came not to judge the 
World, but that the world, through me might be saved ;** whose 
toire was not heard in the streets ; who quenched not the 
•ttioking flax, nor broke the bruised reed; who said, when 
Smitten, *'if l have done evil, bear witness of the evil; but 
if well, why smitest tbfcu me?" "Father forgive them for 
they know what they do 1" Oh yes, it is knowing l»od in 

*J*$us, in all the exquisite detail of His most dignified, yet 
condescend in <; love, a love that could, and that dm\ descend 
to4fe# depths of degradation and shame, to minister its sweet 
consolation to the wretchedness of its object; that came into 

9 It is not, as some suppose, that the necessity of the sacrifice ot Jesus is lessened 
t $ Hie assertion bete made, tJut Cod loved us as <»iiin<*th, stud that tlio gaciiiice was 
iMt the proof ofthatlovt No, but I would sat, that while nothing bet the com-
IpHt 0r»s«»«j of evety charge, the cleaning trom all sin, could trnug the sainer baek 
w | i i | t V e B with boldnt* into fh< holiest of all, jet that it vtâ  ;i pieviotis, ex-
|liti|ttiiSS» sod sell-existing love, whuh expifsstd iiselt to the sinner jt loved, la the 
ff*| %*y th§ sinner needed it; by £ivinj; him that woah woul I answer his net ess* 
l0#§ tU tile fall"—<a Saviour's blood that could cleanse him from his sins*, and tbos jfive 
Will t i«f# title of admission into the Hol> patadise oi God's presence, God loved 
th« iljintf, and therefore found him the sactdice he needed: and oh! God so loved 
«bt Jimicr, that He spar«d not His well beioted Sou to be that sacrifice. 
X 
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a world of sin and sorrow, not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister ; to be the lowest and the poorest; to be associated in 
sympathy, and in actual fellowship with the most needy, and 
despised of men—the Leper, the Publican, and the Samaritan ; 
" giving His back to flip snifters, His cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair,*' ** that He might be made perfect 
through suffering; learning obedience by the things that He 
suffered," in taking part in all our suffering, that when perfect­
ed in His lesson of love, He might be a sympathising inter­
cessor for those, whoso companion in sorrow He had become, 
*' having compassion on the ignorant, and such as are out of the 
way, seeing that He Himself was compassed by infirmity." 
It is in this, the weakness of Jesus, the poverty of Jesus, the 
depths of poverty both of spirit and of circumstance, that shows 
us how far His love can reach, and what that love would do to 
bless its object, and shows us God ; for God was the love, 
Jesns was God. And 1 would *dd, as one of the important 
parts of the foundation on which I desire to raise my super­
structure of obedience, that it is not only the expression of 
God's love to the sinner that is to be seen in the humbled Jesus, 
though il is that to the full; but that His humiliation was 
God's glory, " Father I have glorified thee on the earth," and 
therefore as humbled and despised of men, " giving the light 
of the knowledge of the Father's glory," into the conformity 
to which the Spirit changes the Believer '* from glory to glory ;" 
and yet more than this, that He was an outcast wanderer, 
** having no where to lay His head," that He could call His 
own while in the world, is the proof of the entire absence of 
all association between God and the world, except in the pity 
of God. If Jesus was the faithful exhibiter of the mind of 
God, the mind of God can give no association with the world, 
for Jesus had none. He had with its sorrows and necessities, 
for He came into them to share them, and to learn what they 
were by becoming one with us in them, hut its pride, its power, 
its riches, its honour, its habits, its pursuits, what were they to 
Him ? the answer to this, is the proof of what they are in the 
estimate of truth. If there had been good in any of them He 
would have taken part with them : but how was it? He was 
in the world as " the Truth," the true light "shining in the 
midst of the darkness, ami the darkness comprehended it not." 
All that refused association with Him, did but give proof of 
its darkness and falsehood, and this was what the world did. 
All therefore, all that He was separate from, (if not sanctioned 
hy His word,) was marked by that separation as ungodly. 

It is upon the strong ground, then, of the soul's present and 
perfected salvation by the blood of Jesus, that 1 stand to meet 
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fM WHftot! ^ntstton of following Him in separation from all 
ifttfUi l*wl& efen tiow by His gratuitous grace, free and ready 
WflWNi Him in love; as having but one object, that of showing 
fhjtll'llkl praises in the world that rejected and still rejects 
ttbfl, and in which alone a testimony against evil can be re-
tt^Ntf there will be no singularity in the confession of the 
fttm* of Jesus in Heaven ; none will be ashamed of Him for His 
Winfe there ; He will be fully glorified and admired there. 
But It is here " in this present evil world," in the midst of a 
mmkwJ and perverse people, that the sinner separated by the 
twod of the Lamb to all blessing, is called on to stand forth 
Wtd declare bow " Jesus gave Himself for us that He might 
redeem m from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar 
people zealous of good works.** (Titus it. 14.) And almost 
mfflf iubscauent argument must rest on this, for it is the basis 
of trtttbf mi miy he put in n hw words " That the miner is 
mmt{ hf $fipwtftim to J#su$f and tfanfare, from the world, 
Thai th# Lord Jesus is his ON ht put tern mid example. That 
the word spoken % the Lord Jesus is his ONLY authority (for 
the word of the Spirit by the Apostles does hut confirm that/ 
in mefy act, That the face of Jems bowed down and covered 
w4th shame and reproach is His glory. The voice of Jesus 
(oiling him to follow Him in shame, his joy. And that the 
power thus controlling him is love, aad love only in the Spirit's 
Witness of Jesus, as giving* Himself for us, that he might p« -
f^g m to Himself in a service of love for ever* 
1J Would postpone for a little, any consideration of theevil cfia-

rncterof a warlike service, and meet the direct subject before 
Wfl on a ground, which I know must go like a ploughshare over 
to# <Md of many a Christian's posii ion in life 5 not naval and 
military Christians only, or ministers of Christ, (though this is 
feyfitr the worst and saddest feature of the evil,) but others, 
WW unfettered by the difficulties which commissions of autho~ 
|f^ from the world must ever put around those who are its 
M*?&t)ts, are yet bound to it in all that gives it power over the 
human heart,—its powers, its distinctions, its honours, and its 
He he*. I ask what makes one man an object of envy to another, 
hut bis worldly distinction ? the possession of a something that 
9$} give him a sway over the natural mind. Innumerable are 
Ifci qigreesof this pre-eminence of one above another ; but that 

• &l the bridegroom of the Chinch Ho left Hi* Father and His glory, to seek and 
#ittJH|4llitliie<l bride in the midst of het poveity and srmow, that the might shaie 
ttMkWm& His throne and inheritance. He fcave Hvmbilftor In r (Epiic*. v.) with 
H $•**» flint tb# necessity of submibbioii to t>hain<* and death could not chetk. And 
wNrt U ftln w#rd to that bride ? " Heaikcn, O daughter, and conader, aad incline 
thiii««ftf| forget also thine own peopk, and th> lather's hons<, so ih«U the king 

f un til d>tfrt thy beauty, for IU isth> Lord, and worship thou Htm." (Psalm, xlv*) 
'ttf#§k# nil nnd follow tut. 
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one striking wort?, (and it cannot bo too often quoted,) condemns 
(hem altogether, without any distinction, or care about man's 
plea of expediency. "That which is highly esteemed among 
men is abomination in Hie sight ofGod.**~-Riches werethe direct 
subject of the Lord's condemnation in this passage. "The 
Pharisees derided Him being covetous," but it surely includes 
every thing that man esteems; every thing contained in that 
comprehensive word, " pride of life,*'—M allthat is in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, is 
not of the Father but of the world ; and if any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him.*' (1 John ii. 15, 16.) 

Naval rank, that is worldly rank, or authority from the 
power of this world, is estimable to the natural man, and an 
object of ambition to*the sinful heart, and therefore" anahomi-
nation in the sight of God.'* The writer cannot shut his eyes 
to the fact, that his rank (and it might have been greater, but 
for the Lord's sake,) is an object of ambition to many ; he 
knows also that it is sought after by thousands, who in the 
fixedness of their hearts upon it as a prize to be laboured for, 
have no thought of the glory of the kingdom of Jesus, for their, 
hearts are pre-occupied by this ; and he knows too, that in itself 
it would give a man a place in worldly society that he might 
have no hereditary claim to: and what does all this prove? but 
that it is estimable to the heart of the man whose heart doe:; 
not rise above this world of sin, because of its value in the 
world; and that if the word of God is true, as far as it has this 
character, it is abomination to God. 1 would repeat what 1 
have before said, and who can gainsay it ? the world in all its 
principles (and they are unchangeable in character, though 
they may and do increase in strength,) and God have met; the 
Word was made flesh, the world was tried, and what God 
thought of it and its pride, has been made known to us in what 
Jesus was. He was set at nought. (Mark ix. 12.) He took 
upon Him the form of a servant, and was made of no repu­
tation. (Philipp. ii. 7.) He was ministered to of the substance 
of others; had no where to lay His head. Indeed all is com­
prised in one word, one wonderful word, He was despised of 
men. He was man's scorn, the world knew Him wo/, this, this 
is the true story of man's pride and ignorance. Jesus was 
despised of men, and who will say that He did not tread the 
pathway of blessing ? doing always those things which pleased 
the Father," showing in every step what man should be in a 
world that hated God in its thoughts and ways ; and he alone 
that follows Him thus, can know the meaning of that word 
** therefore the world knoweth us not, because tt knew Him 
not." (1 John iii. 1.) The way Jesus glorified theFather on the 
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earth, is the only true way of glorifying the Father on the earth. 
(1 speak not of the cross, he spoke this word before his passion, 
John %nu 1.) The pathway He trod in the world, is the path­
way of rectitude of service to God in the world. "He went 
before us,'* leaving us an example that we should follow His 
fttfps, and a reference to the authoritative word ** Follow me," 
will show how He ever used it in connection with suffering and 
shame. •« If any man serve me let him follow me. Whosoever 
loveth his life shall lose it, whosoever liateth his life shall keep 
it unto life eternal." (John xii. 25, 26.) And ahuve all «* Ho 
that sailh he abideth in Him, ought himself go to walk, even as 
He walked." (1 John ii. 6.) It is just according to*the faith­
fulness and truth with which the disriplo of Jesus follows his 
Lord, that he answers the purpose of Clod regarding him in the 
world; even that he should show forth I jig praises, "who 
called him out of darkness into His marvellous light.*' (1 Pet. 
ii. 9.) *' As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world," is the word of Jesus ; but when leaving it, and ascend­
ing up where he was before, He said to His disciples *6 As the 
Father hath sent me, so send I you," " Ye are the light of the 
world," leaving them to occupy the position He had occupied, 
witnesses for God, declaring the Father, as He hul done, in a 
world that knew Him not; (as He said, " O righteous Father, 
the world hath not known thee, hut 1 have known Thee, and 
these have known that Thou lust sent me; and 1 have declared 
unto them Thy name, and will declare it, that the love where­
with Thou hast hived me, may he in them, and I in them,") 
knowing the Father in the Bon, and in following the Son, de-
daring the Father to the world ; walking in the light as He is 
in the light, and having fellowship one with another ; (t John 
J. 7.) separate from all that is dark and unclean, and by that 
separation and the blessings attending it, and that alone, (for 
the world cannot understand the love of Holiness and light for 
its own sake,) giving a living, practical, and intelligible testi­
mony of what God thinks of it ; and so leaving those who love 
darkness rather then light, because their deeds are evil, en­
tirely without excuse. And need I say, that if following 
Jesus iu separation from all that He was separated from, is 
doing the will of the Father, that it must give present bless­
ing; the pathway of obedience must be tke pnthway of joy. 
Every step the Believer takes in following his Lord, is but 
freeing himself from servitude to some cruel task-master, and 
setting him in the full liberty of a son. The aching heart, the 
restlessness of pursuit after something in this world, the want 
of abiding peace and joy in almost every professed disciple of 
Jesus we meet, does but tell us of their disobedience, as He-
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•aid, u if ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide In my 
love, m I have kept my Fathers commandments and abide in 
His love; these things I have spoken Hit*© you, that my joy 
might retnain in you, and that yourJoy might be full," (John 
xv. Hi, 11.) Love peace, joy f | holmes*, patience with, and 
therefore mastery over evil circumstances, are practical bless­
ings, and underst<»od in sort© way by aft who have them not, 
and they are all the abiding privilege of the Believer in Hiin 
who is raised out of the ^ world and death, to the right hand 
of the Father, and in the'possession of them alone can there be 
a true witness for God*. iPhis is light, God's light, and will 
prove to those who are in sorrow and disquietude, slaves to 
evil passions and wants which are never satisfied, that thejr 
are so because they are " Children of disobedience/* Oh yes* 
freely as we are saved, yet is it as solemn a truth, that where 
that free love is received in power, to follow Jesus is the de­
sire of the heart; and every step that leads on into His separ-
afeness from the world and its darkness, will lead on too into 
His peace and joy • and though bringing poverty, shame, and 
tribulation from without, as surely bringing the light of God's 
countenance, which will put gladness into the heart far more 
than when the corn and wine increased. Jesus kept the 
Father's commandments, and in doing so abode in his U>ve, and 
was "the light of the world." Just as far as we follow him, 
•hall we abide in the same love* (*# That the love wherewith 
thou hast loved me may be in them and 1 in them,") and be 
as He was, the " light of the world." 

And where can the separation be made between the light 
and darkness which is in the world short of this ? God calls 
the world, and all that belongs to it, darkness—** a land of 
darkness as darkness itself and of the shadow of death, with­
out any order, and where the light is as darkness*1 (Job x. 22.) 
<—and it is out of this the Believer is declared to be delivered 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son. (Colos. i» IS.) *• Ye 
were sometimes darkness, now ar# ye light in the Lord,** and 
therefore are they called •* to walTk as children of light, ̂ fo 
prove what is acceptable unto the Lord, and to have no fellow­
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather to 
reprove them, (Ephes* v. 8—* 11.) for God is light, and in 
Him is no darkness at all, if we say we have fellowship with 
Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not the truth* 
(1 John i. 5,6.) The knowledge of this light is Ofrfy by the 
Spirit's testimony to Jesus, as " a reproach of men and de­
spised of the people." (Psalm xxii. 6.) " God who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, hath sinned in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
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of Jews Christ. The true light was manifested fully in Jesus, 
In *U thaV He was m this world. " I am the light of the 
i*<>rtd̂  W th«t fclloweth me shall not walk in darkness, hut 
iJb«4J1w*# the lift ht of life." (John viii. 12.) Jt U not " I 
§«&!h«l^ 
jifht of the world, on which Ha trod, and on which we are 
^ | w twrading, As so manifest to the world, and in the flesh, 
lift Wfti, and is, man's light in the world of darkness that sin 
IMMI bresgbt bim to, " In Him was life, and the life U?OJ the 
Jiffki qfmmi and the light sbineth in darkness, and the dark-
«#*§ coroprehendeth it not 5" (John k 4, 5.) and this waa, 
lhi# i»« atttt ever will be the condemnation, " that light Is come 
lllftt the world, una men love darkness rather than light be* 
taut* tMr deed* are evil, for ovary one that doeth evil hateth 
the Ugt}t» neigher eonwth to the light, lest his deeds should be 
wprotedj but bit that death truth comcfh to the light, that 
hii deeds may be made fttuntfeftt that they are wrought in 
Gath {JohnflL It)—'it) (this indeed it the explanation of 
the seere t* ftte friuctaney of the flesh to give up its evil deeds, 
lis worWiine»*( ease and pride,} and oh, how overwhelming is 
Ha condwmnation on the Church now. But if God's word is 
i>0 unmeaning thing, there is no escape from the solemn truth 
before asserted, condemning as it is to all around us. All 

^that the Lord Jem* was not, or did not give sanction to by His 
word, is darkness, or He is no true light in the world ; if He 
bad distinction, honour, power, riches, rank, or anything else 
which is of the world, then His possession of them would be 
God's sanction to them as light, and not darkness; if not, then 
just as much as man is connected with these things, is be walk­
ing in darkness, and hindering God's glory, and falling short 
of His gracious purpose in the church, that it should be "the 
tight of the world," " Ye adulterers and adulteresses ! saith 
the Lord, know ye not that the friendship of the world is 
enmity with God ; whosoever therefore will be a friend of the 
world, is the enemy of GojL" (James iv.4.) " If any man 

f Jove the world, the love of the Father is not in him, for all that 
is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but of the world, and the 
world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that doeth 

vJk» will of God ahideth for ever." (I John ii. 15,10.) Be 
*U0t conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, (Rom. xii. 2.)—and that the separation 

# JVonjIt in the Believer ought to be as complete as in his Lord 
and Master, (for he is called to walk even as He walked,) is 
equally affirmed by the word $f truth, " marvel not if the world 
bate you, it hated me before it hated you, if ye were of the 
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world, the world would love his own, but because ye are not of 
the world but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you, remember th* word that I said unto you 
the servant is not greater than Hi«t Lord ; if they have per­
secuted me they will also persmwto yon, if they have kept my 
sajin^r, they will ke**p your* u l s V (John xv. 18—20*) 
and " The// are not of the umrldt even ml mi not of the world" 
(John xvii. IG.) in His wor«l t<» the Father concerning1 thoae 
given to Him, as though thut, and flint alone, could satisfy his 
heart—even (ts I am mt of the world* And uh where is the 
faithful love to fche demised and outcast Lord, that will be 
sensitive in its dread of allying: itself with anything that despised 
Him, where is the fellowship with Him in sptrit now, that will 
give to us His estimate of the world around us ? Alas ! where 
is it ? It is indeed in feebleness both of faith and love, that the 
writer of this desires fo follow Him, who is the %htofthe 
world, in humiliation, though in true glory, " going forth unto 
Him without the camp, hearing the reproach, having here no 
continuing city, but seeking one to come," (Heb. xiii. 11—14.) 
and having fellowship only with those who are walking in 
the light ; but love has taught him to count the cost, and in 
truth he can say, it is sufficient for him that he be as his 
Master ; how then can he retain a commission of authority, 
when the source of its power is the darkness of tho world? 
God knoweth it is not in harshness, or delight in judgment, but 
in Jove and in truth that this is said. There are but two 
channels of authority, the power of the world, and Christ by 
the Spirit ; the first for the world, the last for the church the 
kingdom of Heaven on earth, i f I were of the woi Id, it would 
be well that I should hold up the former; if the grace of my 
God hath translated me out of it into His kingdom, to be led 
of the Spirit is not only my privilege, but I should err in 
holding power from another. As a disciple of Jesus, my 
authority, if I have any, must he from Him and by the Holy 
Ghost. But while I say this, ! would be understood as not 
speaking evil of dignities, but as most distinctly iwd reverently 
acknowledging "the powers that be, to be ordained of God," 
even as anointed of the Lord ; and most humbly would I 
submit to them in all things where their vested authority 
reaches ;* and may God in His mercy guard me from the evil 

• I «y , where their authority naclux, ft is not otMfytUg thrift io Ut* Lord, to 
submit to ihvm iu that uvei \>)>kU G<><1 h.itit given.ihrm no «outrol; and it is beioj; 
a traitor to them, instead of^ood and obrditnt .Mibjccts, to aiktit/wledge their powt-r 
over the things of the Spirit <>('God, over vthidi God hath given tiiejft none. The 
ckurch is ruled by the Holy Gho.it, not by king* or nob fen; and that roan assuredly 
discerns not the thing* of tbe .Spirit of God, who wUI dcvUro Ida office to be held of 
the Utter, and aot of the former, in what he may nlvaw to caU a church. 

Gho.it
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&pWt of insubordination now so prevalent on all sides. I da 
believe, even as the word teaches, that kings and magistrates 
rtdflflty ih* power and grace of God, and not of the people; that 

**• «41 power w of God, and that we are called to he subject not 
#ftty fcr wrath, but also for conscience sake," (Rom, xiii. 5.) 
Bnt *t$* I would boldly assert, that " a christian king," or 
*£ohris$ia!i magistrate," are unscriptural titles for any one to 
%H§IUtne. A king:, or any one possessing worldly power, may be a 
Christian, as saved by faith in the Lord Jesus ; (and we know 
that very many have been and yet are) but the very first act 
.Of true obedience and discipleship in any one so believing, would 
tato give up the power and authority they possess* The word 
**f the Lord is very clear, "Ye know that the princes of the 
©entiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great 
exercise authority upon them, but it shall not be so among 
yon; but whosoever will be great among you let him be your 
minister, and whosoever will be chief among yon let him be 
your servant; even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many." 
(Matt. xx. 25—28.) " It shall not be so among you," saith 
the Lord; and, '* If a man love mo he will keep my words; he 
that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings, and the word which 
ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me." (John 
xlv, 21*«~24.) Such titles and offices then are surely only 
Avowals of disobedience without shame, and confessions too both 
of want of love and understanding uf God's true glory in Him 
who was atnon^ m m u Him that serveih." Hut as I know there 
is flinch difficulty in apprehending aright the path of the follow­
ers of j£*»w in this matter, as apparently involving eootradic-
tiuu, I Will strive to explain it in the light in which my own 
mind sees it, not forgetting that a christian is indeed altogether 
a contradiction to the natural mind, when he is a true and faith­
ful one—** As deceivers and yet true, as unknown and yet well 
known, as dying and behold we live, as sorrowful yet always 
rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing and 
yjpt possessing all things." (2 Cor. vi. 8,9.) 

* God once governed a nation—the nation He had chosen to 
iHimself out of all the nations of the earth ; but they asked of 
Him a king* 4* that they might be like the other nations of the 

4 «Mtrth, and that their king might judge them, and go out before 
tbttil and fight their battles ;" (1 Sam. viii. 20.) and the Lord 
answered them by Samuel, saying, " Hearken unto the voice of 
tbn people in all that they say onto thee, for they have not re~ 
jictwt thm, hut they have rejected me that I should not reign owfcr 
thim," And this is again repeated by Samuel, M Is it not wheat 
harvest to-day ? 1 will call unto the Lord, and He shall send 

c 
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thunder and rain, that ye may perceive and see that your wick­
edness is great winch ye have done in the sight of the Lord, in 
asking you a king." (L Sam. xii. 17.) Saul, as the king so 
given, represents, according to the word of the Lord, (1 Sam, 
viii. 11.) power entrusted to man, who failing in obedience to 
God, of necessity misuses the power; which is more fully 
shown in Daniel's image, the power of which is as distinctly 
stated to be of God's appointment m that of Saul;—to the one 
it is said, " the Lord hath anointed thee to be captain over His 
inheritance; (l Sam. x. I.) to the other, through its head 
Nebuchadnezzar, *' Thou, O king, art a king of kings, for (he 
God ofkewtiw hath given thee a kingdom, power, strength, and 
glory ; and whensoever the children of meii dwell, the beasts 
uf the field, and the fouls of heaven hath Ho given into tiiine 
hand, and made thee ruler over them all." (Dan, ii, 37.) All 
power now is constituted with the same authority, fur it is part 
of that image. In the former instance the forfeiture of blessing 
by subjection to unrighteous man as God's delegate, instead of 
God I himself, was hirdly known ere the triumph of God's 
abounding grace was known too, (even as it was in the fall of 
Adam,) in the raisin:; up of David to represent God's purposed 
king of righteou.sr.ess : so :» tie latter, the vision which declared 
thepj-iver vested in Nebuchadnezzar, predicted the coming of 
Jesus in power to overthrow it, and establish in its place His 
own throne of peace a d equity ; <4 for He that ruleth over men 
must be just, ruling i;\ the fe:<r uf God." (2 Sam. xxiii. 3.) 

As in Saul we have the tv| e of all earthly power—its consti­
tution and its misuse, till put. away by Davi.l ; so in David, du­
ring the life o»' Saai, have we a beautiful, explicit, and most 
instructive figure of all that Jesus subsequently was in the 
world, in IIis submission to its power, though it trod Him 
under foot ; and of course, therefore, the only true pattern 
for a believer in faithfulness of .service to Jesus. David was 
God's king in Israel during iho life of Saul—anointed for 
the same throne on uhic.'i he sat; hut his royalty was in 
abeyance till the iniquity of Saul was full. AH that were 
in distress, and discontented, and in debt, followed him, 
(beautiful prediction of tho grace of Jesus) and they dwelt 
on the rocks of the wild go its, aiu,l in the wilderness ;— 
hunted as partridgos to the mountains, hated by Saul, because 
he knew the kingdom was given to David, (I Sam. xxiii. 17*) 
though he was ever found to confess his righteousness and sub­
mission, saying, " T h a i art more righteous than I, for thou 
hast rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil 1" 
(1 Sam. xxiv. 17,} And in this we see the true secret of the 
hatred which the powers of this world must ever have to the 
disciples of Jesus, where they are faithful;—they well know 

righteou.sr.ess


now nubmWivo and peaceable is their conduct (where they are 
irucdi*ciples, I mean not the political disturbers of this .day) ; 
btttf M tlnty »r$ separate from the world, they *re giving a tes-
ilflMfcftjr to the fact (and in separation only can they do so/ that 
|h«y belong to a kingdom which will destroy and supplant all 
present power—hat the true David's kingdom will assuredly 
COW© and smite every existing kingdom to powder, so that they will 
fee carried away aschafr'hefore the wind on the summer threshing-
flooc (Dan. ii. 35—44.)—that" the kingdoms of this world will 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of Mis Christ, and He 
thai! reign for ever and ever"—and that tliey cannot be in any way 
associate with that which their Lord is to destroy *The con­
duct of David to Saul, and his position in the world during 
Saul's reign isth<» believer's pattern, because it was the position 
and conduct of Jesus. lie was burn King of the Jews,'* To 
sit upon the throne of His father David, and rule over the 
tl e house of Jacob for ever.** (Matt, ii. 2.) He was driven to 
Egypt because of Herod's wrath against Him, for this testimony 
of the wise men concerning1 Him. (Luke ii. 32, 33.) The 
children of llethlehem were slain for the same reason. (Matt, 
ii. 3—16.) l ie offered Himself (o the nation, in fulfilment of 
the prophecy of Zechariah, as their king; and was re­
ceived and owned by the babes to whom it was the 
Father's will that these things should be revealed, while they 
were hid from the wise and prudent who rejected Him. (Matt. 
xxi. 1C>, 10. He was charged with this crime before Cesar's 
servant, and it was the plea which reached his heart, ** If thou 
let this man go, thou art not Caisar's friend ; whosoever maketh 
himself a king spcaketh against Caisar." (John xix. 12.) It 
was the acknowledgment of Jesus, when lie witnessed His good 
confession, *• Art thou a kh:g then ? thou sayest that, I am a 
king, but now is my kingdom nut from hence." (John xviii. 
3G, 37.) He u as mocked for this confession with the purple 
robe and crown of thorns. He was crucified as the king He 
avowed Himself to be; and it was the unchangeable super­
scription of the representative of the worldly power that crtici-
'fied Him, " Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews." And yet 
it was to this very power that had usurped His kingdom, that 
He ever gave unresisting'submissiou. He acknowledged it to 
be of God ; " for all power is of God, and the powers that be 
are ordained of God." lie said to Pilate, who arrogated power 
to himself in condemning Him, " thou eouldest have no power at 
nil against me except it were given thee from above." Like 
David of old, He said, " The Lord judge between me and thee, 
and the Lord avenge me of thee, but my hand shall not be upon 
thee ;" as saith the proverb of the ancients, *• wickedness pro-
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ceedeth from the wicked, but mine band shall pot be upon thee." 
(1 Sam. xxiv. 12, 13.) Cresar held the commission God gave 
to Nebuchadnezzar ; so do all the powers of the world now. 
Nebuchadnezzar was the persecutor of the Jews, -Caesar the 
destroyer of Jesus; and ever since, where they have followed 
the steps of Jesus, the destroyer of the saints too. It 
is only because they do not ataud forth as claimants of the 
kingdom that is to come, which, in its coming, will broak in 
pieces and consume all these kindoms, that they have ceased to 
be obnoxious to the pride of the world ; for while they are as­
sociate with it in its pride, they are avowing, as significantly as 
they can, that it is good enough for the child of God, and not 
contrary to the mind of God. 

The pathway of the saint, if he would follow Him who is the 
light of life, and not walk in darkness, is marked with the 
most careful accuracy in the New Testament ; it points to Jesus 
(though unrighteously used by man,) to beofGod and submitted 
though unrighteously used by man, to be of God and submitted 
to i t ; so then must His disciple. ** Render therefore to Cresar 
the things that are Caesar's." "Le t every soul be subject to 
the higher powers, for there is no power but of God; the 
powers that be are ordained of God; whosoever therefore 
resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God ; and they 
that resist shall receive to themselves condemnation; wherefore 
ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for con­
science sake ; for, for this cause pay ye tribute also, for they 
are God's ministers attending continually upon this \ery thing; 
render therefore to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is 
due, custom to whom custom, fear to whom fenr, honour to 
whom honour.'* (Rom. xiii. 17.) " Submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's* sake, whether to the king as 
supreme, or unto governors, as unto them that are sunt by him 
for the punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of them that 
do well, for so is the will of the Lord, that with welldoing yo 
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men." (I Peter ii. 13— 
15.) Again," 1 exhort that supplications, prayerv, intercessions, 
and giving of thanks, be made for all men, for kings, and all 
that are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and honesty.*' (1 Tim. ii. 12.) And, it 
should not be forgotten, that at the time this unresisting sub­
mission to human ordinances was enforced, power was almost 
invariably used in unrighteousness, and for the ch*struction and 
harassment of well doers; but the same obedience was required 
to the power of Nero, because given him by God, as to that of 
Theodosius, though the former was exhausted in cruelty against, 
the latter in behalf of those called on thus to submit. Surely 
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then, except in cases where obedience to sucfc authority would 
be disobedience to Jesus, resistance and insubjeetion can be* 
Tif> other than sin against God. But while the word of God 
i# so authoritative in its demand of subjection to this world's 
power, and so explicit in the examples given to us, it in no 
place recognizes a Believer's connection with it in its power. 
It says, " submit"—be subject";—" render tribute," speaking 
to them not as in authority but service, except in the three 
special relations of Father, Husband, Master ; it carefully 
legislates for them in these offices, but never as kings, or ma­
gistrates, or as holding any authority in the world ; aud so 
most clearly intimates, what every day's experience proves, 
the impossibility of acting as a christian in any other circum­
stances of authority whatever, except in the church.* The 
instant a man acts as a delegate of the proud power of this 
world, he must surely cease to act us a christian, (though he 
mity Im one,) or what is the meaning of his Lord, "it shall not 
be m) with you," " he that humbloth himself shall bo exalted— 
but he that exalteth himself shall be abased ;" and, " I am 
among- you as He that serveth." Oh surely, if Jesus was the 
image of true glory, and He was the lowest, without power, 
taking upon Him the form of a servant, it can be no other than 
"the pride of life," which is not of the Father but of the 
world, nut to seek like Him to be powerless and abased too. 
But what is the power of magistracy, whether that of king as 
supreme, or of others appointed by him, but the authority of 
the law? and bow can a christian punish anyone with the 
rigour of the law ? lie stands to the world as his Master did, 
in grace ; '* the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth 

• Alas ! the heart of him who U zealous for his Lord's honour mast faint within 
bim when he thinks of the character and conduct of the large mass of people in this 
country, who have separated trom the national leligioua establishment, became or' i n 
ecclesiastical connection with the power and honours of the world, and whose watch­
word i», " rny kingdom is not of this world." and >et have raiaed, almost eorporately, 
throughout the country, that unhallowed cry "c iv i l and religions liberty," associating 
themselves with Soeinians, infidels, and profligates, for the attainment of distinction, 
or privileges,or what they cull their rights in the wotld. What iscivil libert} '* what 
ate civil rights ? but something, it litlJk: matters what, to be attained in this blood-guilty 
and condemned world. O what then is declared by this eager pur&nit, but that if 
their claims and treasure are in the world, their hearts must be so too ; it is H vain thiii-; 
**> preach and declare that we glory in the cross of Clnist, which has crucified the world 
unto in, aud us unto the world, when " t h e repeal of the test and corporation acts'* 
iroti reformed parliaments are the objects of our pursuit. To be member* of a 
worldly body, to have a vote in sending men to a worldly legislature, is ibis the prize 
«»f our calling ?—This was not the joy of Jestts, for which he endured the cross and 
despised the shame; aud ou^ht our hopes to rest short of His ? if we are begotten 
again, is it not ro a lively hope of an inheritance which is incoriuptible, umh-siled, 
and unfading, to be attained on the passing away of present thin••>» > and c;m \w b 
idly contending for the sinful ami loolish privilege* of ;i sinful .t.,.i iooli-h woild, it 
we have the Spirit of Jesus 1 it is a feaiful aud anxious* th- iiL;iit; hut*uret> Mi<h ar-
of the world, aud therefore the world can Icigiu* with a . t love tlo-m ; and (hex-
are combating for the world, and they will ooubib-»s have it ; but i-, u ie)t all 
they will have ? 
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came by Jesus Christ/' " ITo was full of grace and trutli ;" 
and no man is a witness for Jesus to the world that uses penal 
power at all, fur lie did nut, and does not yet; when the 
woman was brought to Him taken in adultery, His judgment 
was, " neither do I condemn thee* go and sin no more;" and 
this must be the word of His servant It is said, that this is 
well in his private character as a christian, bat he has a duty 
to perform to his country ; what country ? surely he has a 
duty to perform to his country, but it is to that to which he 
alone belongs,—•« a better counlry, even a heavenly/' The 
often urged plea, what then would the world do if all were to 
leave it so? needs but little answer,-—all will not leave it so. 
" The gate is very straight and the way unto life very narrow, 
and but few find it ;*» and alas ! the world will always be well 
cared for, till it is judged at the appearing of Jesus ; but if it 
were not so, is the mime of christian so immaterial, and its pri­
vileges so slight, that this character can be given up for one 
that may be found better suited to the world's necessities ? is 
the royalty of this world of greater worth than the inheritance 
and royalty of Jesus, in which the Believer is made joint-heir 
with Him, that the principles of His kingdom are to be given 
up to the principles and offices of earthly kingdoms? Surely if 
a principle is wrong for a christian in a cottage, il must be on 
a throne. The will and character of God, to which the Be­
liever is predestinated to be conformed, are unchangeable ; no 
circumstance of man's necessity—the poor and but little truly 
comprehended necessities of this world can alter them. If God 
requires obedience, what matter the world's necessities? far, 
far better would it be for God to be obeyed, though the world 
were ruined by the obedience. Ob y«rs! we must obey the 
the word and trust God ; shutting our eyes in all the hardihood 
of faith, to consequences; we are called to obey, not to give heed 
to consequences; if the little net of obedience I am now ad­
vocating were the key that unlocked the whirlwinds for the 
world's destruction, 1 would obey, full well knowing who it is 
that upholdctb all things by the word of His power. 

But besides all this, the world is ignorant of truth, and a 
christian's testimony is for its instruction ; he is called on to 
aetata!! times ami under all circumstances in this character, 
that the world may see in the church the value and blessing 
of that kingdom which is righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost, lie is charged to forgive seventy times seven; 
when smitten on one cheek, to turn the other—not \o resist 
evil—a witness of grace, that no provocation can turn into law; 
how then can a christian use the law agairist a transgressor ? 
The law of the land regulates its punishment according to the 
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offence, and whether chief or lesser .magistrate, he is but the 
administrator and servant of the law; if an offender is brought 
before him and proved guilty of any offence, he is a faulty ser­
vant if he does not, with all the righteous rigour of the law 
entrusted to him, turn a deaf ear to every cry for mercy ; Clod's 
law never submitted to mercy ; it was satisfied, with all its 
inexorable demands, by the blood of Jesus. The law must be 
weak and the minister faulty if the punishment is not laid to 
tHe uttermost on the guilty ; and how then can a christian serve 
his Master which is in heaven, who says, " forgive as ye are 
forgiven ?"' (Matt, xviii. 21 to end.) and his Master on earth, 
who says, " punish according to the necessary penalties of the 
broken law," Oh we cannot serve two masters, and the plea 
of being placed in a position in which a man is forced to act 
unlike a christian because of the world's necessity, is an ac­
knowledgment of this ; and not only this, for it is the every day 
practical aHirmation to the word of scripture, that the prin­
ciples of the world and the principles inculcated by the Lord 
Jesus, cannot be undo to unite; for what is " a christian 
magistrate** to do, when a broken-hearted man pleads for his 
wife and starving family, acknowledges the sinfulness of his 
heart, tells him of the temptations of the world to all, but spe­
cially to the poor, and the power of Satan, and prays for pardon, 
will he say" no, you are guilty, and 1 am not the minister of 
mercy, but of law ; you must go to the hulk, or the jail, or it 
may be to death ;" would Jesus have done so ? will he do so 
now ? is this grace, and is such a person a servant of the Lord 
Jesus in the act / is he doing all things for His glory, glorify-^ 
ing his Lord in his body and spirit which are His ? and is dis-1 

eiplesbip, is Christianity any thing short uf this—a living and 
uninterrupted service to Jesus ? Oh let the magistrate who 
loves the Lord Jesus, answer this before God, in truth and 
honesty of conscience,—Is he doing his master's will in the 
act of judging ? '* when Jesus came not to judge the world, 
but that the world through Him might be saved.'* Wrath 
and judgment are to come. His word now, and until the com­
ing of that day is, ** go ye and learn what this meaneth, I will 
have mercy and not sacrifice," But if he knows this and 
would act on it—if he remembers how he has been forgiven ten 
thousands talents, and this is but an hundred pence for which 
bis fellow sinner is charged—and forgives him ; it is clear he 
violates every principle of uprightness to the government and 
the law ; and they would act right, according to their own 
principles, in dismissing him from his otiice of power, and so 
prove their own *« guiltiness, in taking the name of the Lord 
in vain,*'in calling themselves christians while acting in dis-
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obedience to the commands of Him who they in name avow to 
be their Lord. To a christian there is a law indeed—God's 
righteous law ; but it can only prevail where the Spirit is, that 
is in the church ; and the utmost seventy of its exactions is to 
east hack upon the evil of the world the offender that would 
bring that world's wickedness within the holy precincts of the 
fold of Jesus. " Put away from you that wicked person." 
(I Cor. v.) 

The fountain of authority whence I derive mine as holding 
a commission in the Navy, is *• the world,1* which is the enemy 
of God as declared in His Son Jesus,—the only sanction for its 
use, the evil, though very generally accredited principles, 
which the word and acts of Jesus condemn entirely,-—and every 
exercise of the power so given, a violation of the trust gracious­
ly bestowed by him on those who love Him, of being the 
witnesses of His grace and mercy. How then can I retain 
it? How can any who Nay they are His retain any authority 
conferred on them by the world ? Well I know it will he but 
a little while, and He that shall come will come, and will not 
tarry ; (Heb. x.) and oh ! what possession here will com­
pensate for the loss of His approval of our service to Him ? 
*' If we suffer with Him, we shall reign with him.** Now we 
are called to go without the camp to Him bearing His reproach ; 

for here we have no continuing citi/9 but seek one to come,"— 
** to dwell in tents" as heirs of every promise of glory with 
Jesus, ** counting all things but dung" but the will and 
honour of Him who hath loved us, and given Himself for us— 
as the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, touching no 
unclean tilings (and all is unclean which is of the world,) but 
being separate to Jesus, and the condition of Jesus in the world. 

The summary of such argument may be brief, but surely it 
cannot be answered. On becoming a christian, a man is de­
livered from the power of darkness, and translated into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son : that kingdom is not of the world, 
and has no connection with it ; and, furthermore, he that 
would be the highest in it> must be the lowest in this ivorld's esteem. 
It is altogether put in opposition to this world, as contrary to it 
in every principle $ and he who really belongs to that kingdom 
and sees its glory, must see also the impossibility of association 
with the pride and power of the world in any way ; for it is 
declared to be ** darkness," " at enmity with God," and to be 
destroyed at the coming of His Son from heaven. Distinction, 
or whatever sets up one man above another, (except where it 
is in the power of the Holy Ghost, or in the relations sanc­
tioned by Scripture,) is of the world, and not of the kingdom 
of Christ; and it matters but little what name it assumes, 
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whether it be a Kin<r, Lord, or military rank; or, what is far 
worse, any of the varied titles out of the nomenclature of 
dignity which is in the world's church, from Archbishop to 
Vicar,—it is all of man's pride ; and as such opposed to God's 
;4k*ry and man's true blessing.* 

The plea so constantly urged, that outward glory was given 
to lb* Jewish people by God, and more frequently so when de­
fending war, (of which 1 shall hereafter speak) because their 
wurg were sanctioned—even directed by God, is simply met, 
** they were times of ignorance which God winked at ." (Acts 
xvii. 30.) The purpose of God in this or that dispensation, 
does not come fairly within my reach, and I must pass it by ; 
yet, to meet this plea, I must say, that God's revelation of 
Himself and of the creature (for the creature can only be known 
as God is known) has been progressive.— ** God, who at sun­
dry times and in divers manners spake unto the fathers by the 
prophets, bath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son," 
as l ie said, ** this is my beloved Kon in whom 1 am well pleased, 
hear ye Him*" Every revelation of God was light, fur God is 
light; but as the revelation was partial, the light was partial: 
the full light was never seen in the world till Jesus came ; and 
he who refers to the Old Testament Scriptures on this ground, 
is turning from the full light to comparative darkness ; (is it 
nut that he loves darkness rather than light, because his i\o?d$ 
are evil ?) and surely polygamy might fairly be defended on 
the same ground. Jesus said, " Moses gave you a writ of di-
vurcement because of the hardness of your hearts," not as 

• It was this principle so clearly stated in the written, and still mure to in the 
Hung Word, thai fit a I startled tin; writer of this. When he was thinking of going to 
one ut the I'niversitiea to enter the national religious establishment in its orders, he. 
saw ;<o many men, who were trampling under fo.it the bh>od of the Luton, and pro­
fessedly despising His cross, labouring for the. attainment of its worldly ptivi!* gesaud 
honours, atid so many, who had no hereditary claim, to any distinction anion;: men, 
(according to the world's rnle.s,) striving u> be " Reverends," and to exalt themsehc* 
in the world by us mean?, that lie was convinced of the error of his inrcntiou; and it 
became clear to him, that the spirit which is cherished by the human pride of soeh a 
system in the same that denied and rejected the lo\*ly JCMIS, and which He so 
unsparingly condemns; "seeking the honour which comcth from men, and not tfw. 
honour which cofnethfrotn (iod only ;" loving the uppermost teats in the feasts, 
and tlie chief .seats in the. syw.tyoyiieH, and greetings in the markets, and to be cailtd 
of nun, *' Habhi,'" " liabhi ; " oh it cannot he that that which will mhiiMer in any way 
to a \vorldl> stli-exalting spui t , can be of God; it cannot br , thai a church of the 
despised Jesu» should be able to give purports of distinction into the world; making 
a man, that is <f himself low a t d disregarded in that woild's sight, most honourable 
because of a name and oilice she ha* bestowed on him ; this would be making lite ho-
nouiH of the church and world but toiivurlibU- terms, the seal and commission of the 
one, passing current and ensuring acceptance and favour in the other. 

i t is not that God is a respecter ot persons, though if He be so, those who are 
most disesteemed of i:u.u, ;sre most regarded by h i m ; and the witter of tht-* would 
not speak tii^htingly of any, God tot hid ; the Lord of &lory vas but a ti;xle»man'* son 
as tar as the world took cognizance of Him, but surely the Spirit of God w«>uld teach 
Mich to &eck glory by becoming lower still, and not that which the natural man 
exteems; for it must be, that every distinction man has in the flesh, is but evidence 
that the llesh is not crucified, aad Jcsws not followed. 
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sanctioning the evil, but as declaring 1 lie incompetency of every 
holy requirement because of the weakness and wickedness of 
the creature, till He camp who came in grace, that lie might 
win the love of the mature to God ; and who came as the 
baptizer with the Holy Ghost, that the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in those who walk not after the flesh but after 
the Spirit. The corning of Jwui is not to excuse darkness and 
sin, oh no ; " Now also the nxo is laid to the root of the tree," 
said His forerunner, ** therefore every tree which briugeth not 
forth good fruit is hewn down and ca*t into the fire ; I indeed 
baptize you with water, but l ie that Cometh after me is might­
ier than I, who*eshoes I am not worthy to bear. He shall bap­
tize you with the Holy Ghost and with tire, whose fan is in His 
band, and He will throughly purge His floor and gather His 
wheat into the garner, but He will burn up the chaff with un­
quenchable fire.'* Neither does the cross minister either care­
lessness or sin, " For therein is the wrath of God revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
hold the truth in unrighteousness," Jesus, as the Prophet of 
God, came with a claim to our attention beyond all others, 
** This is my beloved Son, hear ye Him." " He came from 
above as above all, and what He had seen and heard, of that 
He testified ; for lie whom God sent spoke the words of God, 
aiid he alone that receiveth His testimony, hath set to His seal 
that Gv.d is true." (John iii. 31, 32.) He said, " My doctrine 
is not mine hut His that sent me ! if any man will do His will 
he shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God, or whether 
1 speak of myself." (John vii. 10—18.) " He that sent me is 
true, and I speak to the world those things which I have heard 
of Him." (John viii. 20.) Jesus came to declare God fully.— 
"No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son 
which is in the bosom of the Father, lie hath declared Him." 
(John i. 18.) In doing this, it is true He did not destroy the 
law and tie prophets, hut fulfilled them ; hut He did more, He 
enlarged the requirement* of the one "and the revelations of the 
other : He fulfilled the first for us, and magnified it in doing 
so ; He fulfilled the other in being all that it was prophetically 
declared He would he in humiliation; and then, as being the 
end of both, stood forth us THE ORACLE OF GOD, declaring 
God in word and works; and he who would see God must see 
Him in Jesus—he who would hear the full truth must hear it from 
Jesus : and if he loves light and truih, he will not shrink from 
seeking it in Him, that he may follow Him " and walk (as he is 
called in privilege to do) even as He walked," All the heart-, 
searching and uncompromising instruction contained in Matthew 
v, vi, vii, is based on His preeminent authority as a teacher, 
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and the character of His testimony as going beyond, and there* 
fore completely abrogating every other—putting the previous . 
light Into darkness by showing a more radiant light; even as 
Ml© R&iit of the moon, though true anil from heaven, is put intu 

:HflVJkneift by the far brighter rays of the sun. ** Ye have heard 
thai it was said by them (or 1o them) ©fold time, thou shalt not 
kiltt and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the jurig-
iWiM; but I SAY UNTO YOU, that whosoever iliall be angry 
With Ids brother without a cause, shall he in danger of the judg­
ment," The declarations of (iod to Ilia people uf old are here 
put aatde1>y the overwhelming authority of that werd, ** hut I 
my unto you;" and surely it is a darititf act to take away from 
the full meaning of any «»»** word that follow* m that long and 
beautiful lesson, closed Mtitl soiled a* it la by audi fearful sane-
4i«»tiM« ** Therefore whomever hmttth tfwtt flings of mine and 
thmth thm% 1 will liken him unto a whtt* man which built his 
hottat upon ft reek* «*td the rain dettcemled, and the Hoods came, 
and the wlrtcfa blew* and heat upon that house, and it fell not, 
(at It wai fiHimfed upon a ruck ; and every one that heareth 
thm mt}m$s of mvw and doeth them not, shall be likened unto 
a fijolWl imui which built his house upon the sand, and the rain 
detwended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it" (Mat. 
vit, 24-29 . ) 

We must turn aside, then, from every idle thought that God 
winks at ignorance now, or that the sanction of the Old Testa­
ment a can invalidate one word spoken by Jesus (and indeed it is 
lad ignorance so to use it) ; tbe fulness of His testimony and 
Instruction is the charter of Ills mastership ; and delight in Ilia 
teaching and obedience to it, the warrant of our diseipleship : 
and oh 1 let us not cease to remember UU gracious admonition, 
•* Why call ye me Lord ! Lard / and da not the things which / 
Say ?" (Luke vi, 40.) " Ye call me Master and Lord, and ye 
iay well, for s o l am ; if ye know the&o things, happy are ye 
H'yedo them." (John sin. 13—17.) " lie that hath my command* 
mmts and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. He that loveth 
mo not, keepeth not my sayings; and the word which ye hear 
t*not mine, but the Father's which sent me." (John xiv.21— 
*24.) ** i am the good Shepherd, and know my sheep, and am 
known of mine; and my sheep hear my voice f and I know them, 
ftiiri thy follow wc." (John x. 4—14—27.) It is true, indeed, 
flint the matruciioa of our gracious Lord (i allude specially to 
fhe oontmuotta teaching of Matthew 5ih, 0th, and 7th, and 
Lttkti 6th) IN more hearusearching than the holy law, which 
was added because of transgression, weak as tbat was through 
the weakness of the flesh. There can be no response to this 
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instruction in the natural heart, it can only turn away from it in 
despair ; and yet it is the character of the Holy Jesus Himself, 
the embodying of grace and love—the love which is alone the 
fulfilment of the law ; it is the stated character of the disciple 
of Jesus—a development of the principles of the kingdom of 
heaven, and the life of the children of the kingdom, if they are 
living and walking in the Spirit, I ask, is there beauty in the 
•character of Jesus ? is He fairer than the children of men to us ? 
if He is, then must we delight in Hi* teaching, and seek con­
formity to it in its every principle, rejoicing in the promise of 
that Spirit whose work it is to create us anew in Christ Jesus ; 
and never, never can the heart of him who truly loves his Lord, 
rest satisfied till he is fully conformed to His image, to which 
God, in His abounding grace, has predestinated him ; and if 
this true love were ours, surely we would not seek to put away 
these requirements as inapplicable to «s ; we should not say, 
how much of His instruction may we disregard as obscure and 
impracticable, oh no ! but how fully can we obtain His grace 
and be conformed to His image. Truly to the flesh it is all 
impracticable—to man's proud and silly heart it is all obscure ; 
and if the flesh judges the word it must be bewildered, and can 
only say, in its inability of apprehension, that it means nothing ; 
it is the work of the Holy Ghost—the wonderful work of that 
Spirit that spoke in Jesus and wrought in Him—the fruits of 
whose presence, even love, joy, peace, meekness and gentleness 
(Galat. v. 22.) were seen in His every act and taught by His 
every word, and which is promised without limits to work in 
the Believer the perfect principles of His perfect Father. 
i It is not, however, the pride of man's erring heart in its love 

for the world's honours and esteem that is alone rebuked by 
the Lord, though it would not be easy to reconcile that with 
" poverty of spirit, meekness, purity of heart, mourning, and 
persecution for righteousness sake;'* (Mat.k v. 3—11.) but 
every principle that rules the world, however advocated by 
man's wisdom, and assented to or acquiesced in by christians, 
and not least, that with which I am associated, as holding 
a naval coiamisaion, W A R ; the axe is laid by His unsparing* 
hand to the root of this tree, carefully digged about and pruned 
as it has been, till it has brought forth abundant fruit to* 
demonstrate man*s evil, (for by the fruit the tree is ever known) 
and it is cast to the ground as the poison-bearing Upas tree, 
in His sight, •* who came to speak peace to them that are far 
off and to them that are nigh." It would be argument enough 
for those who have conceded to what 1 have before written as 
truth, to say that Jesus did not, and could not use the sword ; 
but that every principle exhibited in His blessed life was 
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opposed to its use, and that those who would in any way bring 
vengeance and death on another, have not His spirit, and that 
l ie could only say to them as Lie did to His disciples of old, 
*•fQ fcaow not what manner of spirit ye are of, the Son of Man 
l« not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them," It 
Would be enough to urge that we are " predestinated to bo 
conformed to the image of God's dear Son, that He might be 
the first-born among many brethren,'' and that it is the blight 
privilege of the saint as abiding in Him, to walk even as He 
Walked*—bringing forth much fruit, that the Father might be 
glorified in Him and in us ;" but alas ! if this is not cared 
l*r, 1 would in love and as seeking His glory, bring proof 
4Vom His word to substantiate the troth of my charge against it ? 

•• Every one that is of the truth beareth ray voice," saith the 
%ord Jesus; and when opening out this teaching on which I 

would rest, as entirely destructive of every argument, however 
specious, in favour of war, He says, ** Whosoever shall break 
one of tbe*# least commandments and teach men so, he shall be 
called the least in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever 
shall do and teach them, shall be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven." {Mat, v. 19.) Surely it must be striking to him 
wbi* stands in awe of God's word, to see how this imperative 
instruction is both opened and shut up by warning and the 
utmost emphasis of caution, as though predicting the inatten­
tion it would receive. The Lord grant, for His own honour, 
that this my attempt to rescue it, may not be unavailing* 

" Ye have heard, said the Word, ye have heard that it was 
said by them of old time, thou shall not kill, whosoever shall 
kill, shall be in danger of the judgment; but I SAT UNTO 
You, that whosoever is angry with his brother without a 
cause, shall be in danger of the judgment, and whosoever shall 
$ay to his brother, Raca! shall be in danger of the council, 
but whosoever shall say thou fool! shall bo in danger of hell-
fire ; therefore if thou bringest thy gift to the altar, and there 
rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee, leave 
there thy gift before the altar and go thy way, first be re­
conciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gifts ; 
agree with thine adversary quickly, while thou art in the way 
with him, lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the 
judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be 
east into prison, verily I say unto thee thou shalt by no means 
come out thence till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing." 
(Mat. v. 21—20.) ««Ye have heard that it hath been said, an 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, (and this principle of 
compensation tor an injury done, is the best that the advocates 
of defensive war can plead,) but I SAY UNTO YOU, that ye 

o 
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resist not evil; but whosoever shall smiJe thee on thy right 
«heek turn to him the other also ; and if any man will sue thee 
«t the law and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also ; 
and whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain." (Mat. v. 39—41.) Again,—<* Ye have heard that 
it hath been said, thou shall love thy neighbour and hate thine 
enemy, but I SAY UNTO VQV, tovayour enemies, bless them 
that curse you,do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you and persecute you, that yc may bo 
the children of your Father which is in heaven, for He maketh 
His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain 
on the just and on the unjust; for if yc love them which love 
you, what reward have ye ? do not even the publicans the 
same ? and if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more 
than otherŝ ? do not even the publicans so? he ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect." (Mat. v. 
43—48.) "And as ye would that men should do unto you, 
do ye also to them likewise, for this is the law and the prophets." 

The powcrlessuess of the flesh to obey these holy and un­
compromising' words, has driven the church to the necessity of 
mitigating, or rather I would say destroying the meaning of 
the words themselves, instead of seeing that obedience to them 
is the work of the Holy Ghost alone, hi the subjection of the 
flesh, and seeking that power to enable them to live worthy of 
their high calling, as children of their Father which is in hea­
ven, conformed to the image of Jesus, as the first-born among 
roany brethren, who as the witness of the Father on earth, did 
in Ills every act exhibit the truth and blessedness of the 
words He taught; but there are those, and I believe they are 
mary, who allow this character to be \Uo private privilege of 
the child of God, but say that he must put it away ia his 
public capacity—that individuals might so act but that nations 
cannot, and that a person holding a commission as a soldier 
or sailor, does so merely as the servant of the nation, and that 
all these principles may be it. his heart, while he is publicly 
acting contrary to them, '[here are two conclusions that an 
honest mind would come to from such a statement, the first, 
as i have before argued, that the title of" christian nation" is 
contradictory and absurd ; the second, tiiat such argument 
must produce most disastrous consequences, as founded upon* 
dishonesty and daring in its treatment of the word of God, 
and as destroying the sanctions of that word by throwing 
responsibility upon an unreal support. 

i do solemnly and affectionately ask all my brethren if the 
word of the Lurd Jesus is authoritative ? and further, are the 
principles He taught the very mind of Uis Father and our 



39 

Ffcthftr ? if§0* and it is allowed by them (and it is undisguised!? 
avcw##d by #11,) thai a nation cannot act in obedience to it, bat 
i^'^hm it i* subjected to aggression it must stand up and 

/4$j£$litits defence-—that when it is hated and smitten it must 
| p | and smite again ; how can it be called " christian ?*'—if 
W^snot follow Jesus, how can it be a christian nation ? Patri-
liifcm, as it is called, is a most perilous thing, for it covers under 
ft fair and specious name, love of the world and its principles; for 
#rmt is this or any other country ? this or any other nation ? 
but that which will be put away at the appearing of Jesus. 
The Spirit of God sets His s<\il to no patriotism but that which 
seeks a better country even a heavenly one, and which enables 
m to declare plainly that we are strangers and pilgrims 
here—or citizenship but that of the New Jerusalem, the city 
of the living God, into which nothing enters that defileth or 
wnketh a lie ; and if the only way in which a right to such a 
tillo m '«christian nation" can be supported, (and I speak of 
it the mnre> for it m a covering to a multitude of evils,) is by an 
assumption of some unknown nud unheard of power to invali­
date thi» word of Jesus, nay, if it rests exclusively (and this it 
d*>es) on the blotting out of almost every word lie uttered as 
ttie great teacher sent of God, or so altering their meaning as 
tn make His authority submit to theirs, why do ye not of your 
own selves judge what is right? The claim " follow me** is 
peremptory ; and ye cannot serve two masters, for either ye 
will hate the one and love the other, or else ye will hold to the 
one and despise the other ;*' and it is a vain thing to call Him 
Lord ! Lord ! and not to do the things which He saifh. But 
is it possible that any national sanction can mike evil good, or 
darkness light ? has it power to bear our individual respon­
sibility ? the word of God says " Let every man prove his own 
work, and then he shall have rejoicing in himself alone and not 
in another, for every man shall bear his own burden ; be not de­
ceived, God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth that 
shall he reap, he that soweth to the flesh, shall of the flesh 
reap corruption; he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting.'* (Gal. vi. 4—8.) A nation may 
call itself christian, and in this assumed character and under 
the banner of the cross of Jesus, openly judge and condemn 
itself by its unchristian acts: it may go forth to take peace 
from the earth, and to destroy men's lives when Jesus came 
to save them, but woe to the child of God found within its 
ranks ; he is responsible for his own acts, and far more-*-if he 
declares himself to be of the nation, he is responsible for that 
nation's acts, however evil, if he does not protest against them* 
" Woe, woe to the world because of offences, for it must needs 
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be that offences come, but woe to that man by whom the offence 
cometh ; wherefore if thy baud or thy foot cause thee to 
offend, cut them off and cast them from thee, it is better for (hoe 
to enter into life halt and maimed, rather than having two hands 
or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire/* (Mat, xviii. 7, 8.) 
A nation that avowedly owet its security (as all nations do) to 
a coarse of action which opposes the teaching of Jesus at every 
strp, can have no right to the sanction of His blessed name ; 
a>id human authority, however fully recognized in its place as 
appointed of God for the preservation of order in the world, 
must not be obeyed if its retiuiroments involve disobedience to 
the word of Jesus; " rentier to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's;" is indeed the word of the Lord, but so also is 
" render unto God the things that are God*s ;" and the pre­
vailing endeavour to throw the responsibility of a child of light 
upon that which he knows to be darkness, is a sad evidence 
of ignorance of God's hatred of evil, and must let in as it ever 
has done, a train of disastrous wickedness painful even to con­
template ; and though it comes under another form, it is no 
better than a papal indulgence to sin, and must ever show in 
the person who acquiesces in it, a preference of sin to God, 
though be may not think so; self-indulgence, regard for world­
ly distinction, or ease, or fear of the taunts and shame of men, 
must still control his heart, causing him to turn away from that 
hard word u follow me." But this word offers no compromise 
to such a spirit, it lays its axe to the root of many a tree bear­
ing fruit more tempting to the wavering heart than what a 
nation can give; " If a man come to me and hate not his 
father and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and 
sisters, yea and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple ; 
and whosoever doth not bear his cross and come after me 
cannot be my disciple; and whosoever he he that forsaketb 
not all that he hath cannot be my disciple," ** To be without 
natural affection" is a mark of evil—'* to honour your father 
n.nd mother" is the charge of the Lord—to love your wife even 
as Christ loves His church, is equally clearly commanded; 
but the word is not checked by this—if these hinder obedi­
ence to Jesus—if they hold you back from fallowing Him— 
forsake them ALL ; and if these dearer and more definitely 
sanctioned ties are all to be unhesitatingly and promptly riven 
to follow the voice of Jesus, is the claim of any power of the 
world to be heeded ? is the voice of the trumpet calling the 
christian to bloodshed and violence, to be listened to ? when 
that voice which " was not heard in the streets," the voice of 
peace and love calls to us in its unreproaching gentleness, but 
with the authority of unerring truth, " I SA v UNTO YOU love 
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your «iedie»H—*' resist not evil*' —" FOLLOW ME, though 
if b*| tf&toWood striving against sin." The path of Jesus in 
H»0 World was eccentric indeed, and so must be the path of 
lite follower, however painful; and that it is painfnl to the 
tiwb, ill who have taken one step i:i it, know full well ; but 
this i$ not disguised from us in the word of God; hazard, 
danger, and sacrifice, are ever held out to us there; and 
MWm this life only we had hope in Christ, we should be of all 
met* most miserable:" and when Peter would have held back 
his Lord in this trying path, saying ** this be far from thee 
l*urd," He marks distinctly whence the suggestion came, " Gel 
thee behind me Satan, thou art an offence to me, thou savour est 
not the things (hat he of God, hut those that be of men ;" 
u If any man will come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me; for whosoever will save his life 
shall lose'it, and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake, 
shall find it;" all must be sacrificed to follow Him, and then 
the faith that will carry us after Him, having no fellowship or 
association with a sinful thing or sinful act, however author­
ised, will rest upon the equally sure and consoling word " there 
is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, 
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake and the 
gospel's but he shall receive an hundred fold now in this time, 
houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, 
and lands, with persecutions, and in the world to come, eternal 
life/* (Mark x. 20, 30.) Oh •« most blessed are they that 
hear the word of God and keep it." (Luke xi. 28.) " But 
whosoever J* sait h the Lord Jesus,, "shall be ASHAMED OF 
ME ANDMYWo &DS in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of him also shall tlw Son of man be ashamed when lie cometh 
in the glory of His Father, with the holy angels." (Luke ix. 
26.) Entire separation from all evil at any and every hazard, 
and to Jesus, as He was in his humiliation, " holy, harmless, 
undefiled, and separate from sinners,1* is the instruction 
clearly contained in these and similar words ; indeed nothing 
can sanction evil, nothing can make it allowable; it must be 
a false construction of the word of God that would make it 
minister to any sin; " all unrighteousness is sin," and Jesus 
is the only true standard of righteousness in the world, and 
therefore the image, separate as He was, to which we are to 
be conformed, and who, because He was righteous, stood apart 
from all that might, as man judges, have taken the respon­
sibility of the evil. 

There are but few that refuse to admit the evil of war, with 
its sad and heart-breaking consequences, yet there are fewer 
still who do not defend it on the plea of necessity, calling it 
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" a necessary evil,'* (awful words as thej are used !) and in­
deed in one sense, it is so, it is the necessary expression of the 
sinfulness of an unchanged heart ; and there is indeed in this 
sense, at all times, a necessity for offence, «* fur offences must 
come," but " woe bo to the man by whom the offence corneth." 
The work of the Spirit of Jesus is to stop the evil at its source, 
to renew the heart, that it may send forth sweet and nut bitter 
waters: and if a tree is indeed known hy its fruits, what 
must be the state of that heart that will exhibit bloodshed as 
its fruit, with all its attendant sighs, tears, and broken hearts. 
Jesus came to bind up the broken heart and to preach peace— 
can Ilia diciples do otherwise? and He came too to testify 
to the world that its deeds were evil, and for that the world 
hated Him : where is our testimony against evil white we are 
in fellowship with it, nay even doing t lie* deeds of darkness 
with our own hands ? what are our words ? what matters our 
name, if in works we deny both ? they will but condemn 
us,—yea out of our own mouths shall we be condemned. 

If ever there was a time when the servant of Jesus would 
have been justified in the use of the sword, it was in that heart 
rending; moment when love would have prompted its use ; when 
the arm would have been lifted up at the bidding of an ag­
grieved heart and in defence of its ill-treated Lord, and when 
it might have appeared too to bear with it His sanction in the 
words " He that hath no sword let him sell his garment and 
buy one :** yet how was that act of Peter received by bis Lord, 
but by the entire disavowal of any such permission,—** Put up 
again thy sword into its [dace, for all they that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword : thinkest thou that I cannot now 
pray to my Father, and He shall presently give me more than 
twelve legions of uugeis, bu! how then shall the scriptures be ful­
filled that thus it must m»." (Matt-xxvi. 52,53.) " He was oppres­
sed and afll>ctcd. yet He opened not His mouth, Me is brought 
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so Heopeneth not llis mouth." (Isaiah Jiii. 7.) And if 
the feeling" which rou>cd the heart and hand of Peter in that 
hour of darkness, when wirked hands were laid on his sorrow­
ing and stricken Master, was reproved, where can we find 
another that will justify self defence? There ought to be 
but one motive* in the heart of a believer to constrain him in bis 
every act—love for his Lord: 4* For we are bought with a 
price, and are not our own, but His; wherefore whatsoever we 
do, whether we eat or drink, we are called to do it for His 
glorv." If, therefore, the use of the sword i:i behalf of Jesus is 
wri.ni:, it mu-t he altogether so ; and if there can be no |ha 
for Him there can be I.VI.Q :or ourcei\c», 'or our calling is to 
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deny ourselves and fellow Him. " Forasmuch then," saith the 
Spirit by the apostles, '* as Jesus hath suffered »n tho flesh, arm 
yourselves likewise wish the same mind." (1 Pet. iv. 1.) fl If 
when ye do well and suffer for it, ye take il patiently, this is 
acceptable with ($o(\9for even hereunto were ye called, because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example that we 
should follow His steps, who did no sin neither was guite found 
in His mouth ; who, when He was reviled, re tiled not again, 
when He suffered Ho threatened not, but committed Himself to 
Him that judgeth righteously." (I Pet. iil 2l~~ 23.) " R e -
eornpense to no man evil for evil; avenge not yourselves but 
rather give place unto wrath; for it is written, vengeance is 
mine, I will repay saith the Lord: therefore if tldng enemy 
hunger, feed him ; if lie thirst, give him drink; for in so doing 
thou shall heap coal* of fire on his head : be not overcome of 
evil, but overcame evil with good/' (Horn. xii. 17—21.) As 
it regards therefore our own interests us they are culled, or our 
own claims, (though it h a sad thing to own that we have any 
separate from His,) the w ord is as clear as when speaking of the 
claims of Jesus, *• Why do ye not rather take wrong ? why do 
ye not suffer yourselves to be defrauded ?" (I Cor. vi. 7,) And 
as Jc the still more sinful plea of national honour and interests, 
I repeat the believer can but say, " Let the dead bury their 
dead," He is translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son, 
and of that its King s-nid, "My kingdom is not of this world ; 
if my kmgdi.m were of this world, then would my servants fight 
that I sliKirid not he delivered to the Jews, hut now is my king­
dom not from hence/' This indeed is tha key to the secret of 
all national contention, the reason why kingdom is against king­
dom, and nation against nation—because they are of this world, 
aid therefore their servants fight lest they should be delivered 
into the hands of one another. If then we have national ties, 
we are of the world, and we know the world will and must fight 
on till the coming of Jesus, for so He predicted, (Matt. xxiv. 0 
—14. Luke xxi. 25—27.) and we must fight too ; but it we 
are among those of whom He said, '* Ye are not of the world, 
but I have chosen )ou out of the world,1* let us take heed to 
1Jis reproving word, ** Put up thy sword into the sheath, the 
cup which my Father hath given me shall I not drink it ?'* Oh 
it is a sad and solemn mockery of God and ourselves to«j to u>e 
His word to stablish ourselves in wrong—to found our claim to 
the distinctive name of christian upon the revelation of His love 
in Jesus, and yet turn away from the teaching of Jesus to that 
which may lull us into the sleep of death. There is now but 
one fully accredited voice of authority in God's world—the voice 
of Jesus.—*' 1 will raise up a prophet from among their broth-
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ren, and will put my words in His month, and He shall speak 
a!J that I command Him ; and it shall come to pass that whoso­
ever will not hearken to my words whirl? He shall speak in my 
name, I will require it of him> that soul shall be cut off from 
among the people." (Deut xviii* 18, 10.) It matters but 
httle whence the false prophet comes,—** 1 will require it of 
him that does not heed my prophet,*1 is the awful determina­
tion of God ; and what plea can evade this ? Oh my brethren! 
** See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh; for if they escaped 
not who refused Him that spake on earth, much more shall not 
we escape if we turn away from Htm that speaketh from 
heaven.*' (Heb, xii, 25.) 

The word of our Lord already quoted from Luke xxii, 30, 
and the Baptist's charge to the soldier's that went to him in the 
wilderness, are often pleaded as the sanction of God to war ; 
they are both easily met, though ihey are of more consequence 
as argument to the man who stands in awe of the word of the 
Lord than any other; and if any substantial answer to any 
statement I have made could be based on that, it might well 
cause me to hesitate in my intention ; but what do they amount 
to? the meaning of the first is fully explained by the context ; 
the Lord said unto His disciples, " When I sent you without 
purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing ? and they 
said, nothing ; then said He unto them, but now he that bath 
a purse let him take it and likewise his scrip ; and he that hath 
no sword let him sell his garment and buy one ; for I say unto 
you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me, 
* AND HE WAS RECKONED AMONG TUB TRANSG RESSORS,' 
for the things concerning me have an end; and they said, Lord, 
here are two swords, and He said unto them it is enough." 
The hour was come—Solan's hour and the power of darkness; 
and the Holy One was to be made sin, and to be numbered with 
transgressors—to be crucified in weakness and laid in the 
grave. While Ue was in the world He had kept them in the 
name of the Father—-He had been their Shepherd and they had 
not wanted ; but now that power was passing and M>on to pass 
away—the Shepherd was to be smitten and the sheep scattered, 
and He could shield them no longer ; and in this strong lan­
guage He expresses His helplessness and consequently theirs, 
in that dark and fearful hour when the full power of man's 
hatred and God's wrath were to meet on His devoted head.— 
That they were to use the sword even then, both His reply and 
the result proved not to be His meaning. Two would have 
been an idle defence for them if that had been their trust; and 
when one of those two bad cut off the ear of Malchus, His re­
proof is an unerring commentary on the previous injunction, 
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c< Pot up thy sword into its sheath, for all they that lake the 
sword shall perish by the sword"—" suffer ye thus far, and He 
touched bis ear and healed him," 

With reference to the other, the character of John's ministry 
will explain i t ; though, if it did not, it could have no force with 
us, for it was before the word of Jesus. John *f came in the 
way of righteousness" as laying the axe to the root of that tree 
which is ever springing up from the barren soil of manjs heart; 
the wresting of the privileges which God has bestowed into an , 
excuse for sin and carelessness* Me came to declare God*s 
righteousness, that those who received his testimony might re­
pent, and rejoice in the love and grace of Jesus ; and the un­
swerving character of true righteousness was made known in all 
bis teaching; he never spoke of grace except when pointing to 
*'the Lamb, of God." In the remarkable narrative in 
Luke iii. this is most clearly developed ; perfect equality in divi­
sion of property, was the meaning of his first reply ;—perfect 
justice in obtaining dues for necessary government, was the 
second •—faithfulness of service, contentment with wages agreed 
upon by both parties—that is, a full and uncomplaining equiva­
lent for money given, was the third. Thus far nothing is to he 
seen but the instruction of •* righteousness ;*' but while obedi­
ence to the first and second was possible on the part of the 
questioners, though so hard to the flesh as to be practically im­
possible, the third answer it appears to me, destroys by its 
claim the possibility of acting in righteousness in the office they 
were bearing (and this leaving grace out of the question, which 
is the christian's calling). The Baptist says nothing of the 
office of publican, though it was a vile one, and they were pro­
verbially extortioners, but he gave his answer of righteousness ; 
and if it could be so used, it was well, he had no authority to 
interfere with it:—he said nothing of the oflice of the sol­
dier, but to them also he preached righteousness ; and surely 
while they might have met his injunction of «* being content 
with their wages,*' the full answer he gave, asserts the im­
possibility of their continuance in their station as efficient sol­
diers, if they acted in obedience to his righteous commands, 
** Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely.** Is not 
aggression unrighteous ?—*' Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, scald 
for scald, burn for burn," is the scriptural standard of equity— 
that is, '* Do as you are done by ••• but this very law of equity 
by its claim denounces every aggressor. As far, therefore, as 
war has this character, it is manifestly unrighteous, and the 
words of the Baptist destroy it altogether ;—-it says, " Do 
violence to no man .-" but if it were not negatived by this word, 
what have we to do with it ? what have we to do with his mi-
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nisf ry but as he testified to Jesus ? «* He came for a witness, 
to bear witness of that light, that all men through Him might 
believe : he was not that light, but was sent to bear witness of 
that light ; that was the true light which lighlelh every man 
that cometh into the world*" "Among them that are born of 
women, there had not till then arisen a greater than John the 
Baptist, notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of 
heaven u^greatcr than he." (Matt. %i. 11.) What have we to 

„ do with the exercise of righteousness on the world's evil ? surely 
nothing. In the church, among those that are Christ's, it is 
far different; there righteousness must dwell, " for the kingdom 
of Cod is righteousness, as well as peace and joy, in the Holy 
Ghost," and evil must be kept away from it with a strong 
arm, or it is dishonouring the Lord : but to the world, and even 
to our most violent enemies, grace is our only true principle of 
action—to be like Jesus, to exhibit the character of Jesus in 
mercy and love, though reviled, bated and put to death ; and 
to turn from Je>>us and His grace to the Baptist and righteous* 
ness, is to turn fri.m the full and beautiful light in which the 
scul gets its juy, to the comparative darkness in which it was 
once bound. 

There is one other passage that might be brought forward to 
pr«,ve th:*t the Lord allowed differences and the use of the 
sword, ivhcn Fie says, "Think not that I am come to send 
peace on earth, 1 came not to seud pence, but a sword ;" but 
flie con<ext is as explanatory here as before. The first advent 
of the Lord, as the light of the world and the proclamation of it 
by His servants, to which these words refer, is declared to be 
separative, €i sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 
the dividing a under of KOU! and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow ;" cutting through even tie that binds to sinful affec­
tions and sinful deeds : and thus, instead of imparting peace, 
(except indeed to the soul of him who receives it,) uf necessity 
producing division between those that have loved before, "set­
ting a man at variance against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, u;d unking a man's foes to be they of his 
own household ;" for though it WLuld give abundant peace if 
received by a whole family, if but one receive it, every heart 
becomes alienated from that one ; and indeed it estranges, in a 
measure, the heart of that one from those it has loved, that its 
full affections may be fixed on Him who says, " He that loveth 
father or mother more than me, is not worthy of me. There 
never can be fellowship between light and darkness ; and if the 
light shine into the heirt of one member of a family, th( ir pre­
vious intimate fellowship must cease, (for why should not the 
truth be told ? it has been but the peace and harmony of death, 
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which light and life must break up and destroy) and the sepa­
rated one becomes a witness against the evil he is separated 
from; and if he abides in family intercourse, as the testimony 
must be constant, so will it be the more troublesome and hateful, 
*<a»d a man's foes become indeed of his own household ;" 
and there will be a daily commentary on the Lord's word, though 
he may walk in the humblest and holiest love, ** I came not to 
send peace hut a sword." But this in no way invalidates either 
the character of the kingdom, which will one day be fully 

.'established, (" even at the time of the restitution of all things, 
Spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets,*') or the fact 
that the principles of that kingdom become the present happy 
portion of the Believer, and that they alone can actuate hiiu in 
bis pathway of trial here ; " for the kingdom of God is not 
meat and drink, but righteousness, peace, and joy, in the Holy 
Ghost,*' The announcement at the birth of Jesus of** glory 
to God in the highest, on earth peace, and goodwill toward 
men," is but the .declaration of His full purpose of love; 
man's evil hinders its fulfilment now, but we know when He 
comes again in power, ** it will be to punish the inhabitants of 
the earth for their iniquity, and to destroy them which corrupt 
the earth." (Isaiah xxvi. 21. Rev. xi. 18.) and "in His 
days will the righteous flourish, and abundance of peace as 
long as the moon endureth.yi Those who receive the Spirit 
now, have the earnest of their inheritance until the redemption 
of the purchased possession. The inheritance will be the fulness 
of peace, " for the meek &<haU inherit the earth, and delight 
themselves in the abundance of peace;" then •« judgment 
shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in the 
fruitful field, and the work of righteousness shall be peace, and 
the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance for ever." 
And if this, the purposed glory of the kingdom of Jesus, be 
righteousness and peace, can the earnest of it be any thing 
else? oh no. The church of Jesus, the dwelling place of the 
Holy Spirit of promise—God's habitation, ought to exhibit 
(and would do so if the glory had not almost departed,) all 
that the kingdom of heaven is in principle; every thing indeed 

* short of fisible glory. And what is the presence of God, and 
what is the fruit of His presence? the answer to this, if the 
believer knows his true standing, will meet the questiou to the 
full; it is the vain attempt to yoke together the flesh and 
Spirit iu the service of God that originates almost all error, for 
•* they are contrary the one to the other." " They that are 
after the flesh will mind the things of the flesh, but they that 
are after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit :" and "they 
they that are in the flesh cannot please God ;" (Rom. viii. 8.) 
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"for the works of the flesh are manifest;" and among them 
stand " hatred, variance, emulations, strife, envyings, and 
murders."—And are not all these exhibited iu war ? "Whence 
come wars and fightings ? come they not hence even of your 
lusts that war in your members ? Ye lust and have not, ye 
kill and desire to have and cannot obtain ; ye fight and war, 
yet ye have not, because ye ask not." (James iv. 1,2.) " If 
ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not 
and lie not against the truth ; this wisdom descendeth not from 
above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish ; for where envying and 
strife is, there is confusion and every evil work*" But wbat 
is the Spirit of God ?—** The wisdom that is from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle and easy to be intreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypo­
crisy, and the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them 
that malce peace." (James iii. 14—18.) " If we walk in the 
Spirit we shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh ; and the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith, meekness, temperance, and THEY THAT ARE 
CHRIST'S, HAVE CRUCIFIED THE FIESH WITH ITS AFFEC­
TIONS A N D L U S T S , " (Gal. v. 22—24.) 

'* If indeed the law of the Spirit of lite in Christ Jesus hath 
made us free from the law of sin and death—if Jesus has con­
demned sin in the flesh—it is that the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh but after 
the Spirit." " Love is the fulfilling of the law ;" acts of luve 
are the exhibited life of the Spirit, and we are called to walk 
in the Spirit, that every act may be from the Spirit of Jesus. 
Would the Spirit of love and peace let us war and fight ? are 
not strife and vain glory of the flesh ? surely none will in the 
face of scripture deny this; and what shall we say then? but 
" that he that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap cor­
ruption." The spirit that ruleth in the children of disobedi­
ence will provoke the flesh to defend itself, to war for its rights, 
and to seek vain glory; but the Spirit of God will lead it to 
submission, gentleness, long suffering, and death; allowing it 
no other portion here. May the Lord have mercy on His 
church ! it is an awful thing to see the pride and the strife, 
the absence of peace and love, the life and power of the flesh, 
in that which is called Christianity; but surely true Christianity 
is not any thing less than " being buried into Christ's death, 
and raised again viith Him into newness of life ;" being one 
with Him in His death unto sin, that sin may not reign in our 
mortal bodies that we should obey it in the lusts thereof; 
" and that we should not yield our members as instruments of 
unrighteousness unto sin, but as instruments of righteousness 
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unto God," (Rom. vi. throughout.) It is a vain thing, there­
fore, to say that we have peace and love in our hearts, while 
we have war in our members;—they are to be yielded to God a$ 
instruments of righteousness ; the arm is Jesus's as well as the 
heart, and it can be no other than yielding it as an instrument 
of unrighteousness unto sin to do with it the work of strife 
and death. We are called to be soldiers indeed, but soldiers of 
Jesus Christ; and no man, that warreth in this warfare, en-
tangleth himself with the affairs of this life that he may please 
Him who hath chosen him to be a soldier ; *' neither are the 
weapons of this warfare carnal; for though we walk in the 
flesh, we do not war afier the flesh." We are called to be 
wrestlers too, and to strive for the mastery ; but M we wrestle 
not with flesh and blood (as those who war after the flesh do), 
but with angels, principalities', and powers, the ruler of the 
darkness of this world, and spiritual wickedness in high places." 
—In all things, at all times, aud in all places, the believer in 
Jesus ought to bo a spiritual man—his life spiritual, his strength 
spiritual; he knows not his high calling, and how then can he 
walk worthy of it, if he take a lower aim and standing than 
this? or if lie lose sight, for a moment, of the unchanging and 
unchangeable enmity between the Mesh and its manifest works 
—the Spirit and its equally evident fruts ? 

The knowledge of God imparts love, not only love for God, 
bat man ; and this indeed is the substance of God*s law, which 
was seen in all its blessing in Jesus, who said, *<Lo ! I come 
to do thy will O God, yea thy law is within my heart; and 
which, according to the free blessing: of the new covenant, becomes 
the portion of those who are one with Him, as it is written, " I 
will put my law in their hearts, and in their minds will I write 
them, aud their sins and iniquities 1 will remember no more." 
(Heb. x. 10, 17.) Now "love is the fulfilling of the law," as 
was taught by Jesus Himself, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy &<>u}» and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind, and thy neighbour as thyself.'* 
" And it is in this the children of God are manifested and the 
children of the devil; whosoever doeth not righteousness is not 
of God, neither he that loveth not his brother."—** For this is 
the message that ye have heard from the beginning, that ye 
should love one another; he that loveth not his brother abidetb 
in death—he that bateth his brother is in darkness, and 
walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goetb, 
because that darkness hath blinded his eyes." 1 am 
conscious that there is a specialty of love to the brother­
hood of Jesus in these last passages, because by them 
and amongst them only, can the new commandment which 

£ 
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Jesus taught be shown forth, even " that they should love 
one another, as He had loved them ;** but love ought to he the 
principle of their life, fur it is the life of the Spirit; and this 
cannot be confined within any limits, for God has put none, and 
it must be co-extensive in its actings with the sorrows and cares 
of man. *' The Lord make you to increase and abound in love 
one toward .anoth<r and toward all men ;" (1 Thess, iii. 12.) 
and "Thou shah love thy neighbour as thyself,** is the word 
to us; and the Lord's answer to that question, •' Who is my 
neighbour ?*' will prove to us there can lie no bound to the ex­
ercise of love where there is misery and sorrow to minister to. 
Every man is our neighbour, and evrry man is, more or less, 
born to trouble. Jesus was the good Samaritan, who came U» 
fulfil the law of neighbourly love perfectly ; and He says to us, 
<f Go and i\o thou likewise.'* As saved by, and living in the 
happiness of God's love, the disciple of Jesus is sent forth to 
witness of that love—even love to his enemies : and ran it be 
the part of the follower of the blessed Samaritan to devastate 
countries—to plunder cities—to burn villages—to make or­
phans, and widows, and broken hearts—to acid to man's already 
fearfully large heritage of sighs and ?e;us ?—can this be love ? 
it was not the love of Jesus.—He came to bind up the broken 
heart, and to give the oil of joy fur mourning, and to speak a 
word in season to them that are weary ; and who are we that 
we should set at nought our Master's charge, *4 Go and do thou 
likewise?" and is not this our high calling ? " As the elect 
of God, holy and beloved, to put on bowels of mercies, kind­
ness, humbleness of mind, meekness, h.ng-sufTermg, forbearing* 
one another, and forgiving" on*» another, if any man have a quar­
rel against any, even as Christ forgave us ;" " to be tender 
hearted, forgiving ene another, putting away wrath, anger, and 
clamour; and above all these, putting on charity, which is the 
bond of perfectuess, even the charity which suffereth long and 
is kind, which envietb not, vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 
doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not 
easily provoked, rejoicetb not iii iniquity, beireth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, enduretb all things." 
Can national feeling in war be reconciled with this ? can indi­
vidual feeling in war, though only connected with it nationally, 
be reconciled with this ? is not a nation puffed up if it wins the 
victory ? does it not rejoice in iniquity when it rejoices in con­
quest, wrought by the suffering and death of thousands ? How 
does it sutler long and in kindness, w ben it springs forth in con­
tention and strife if the least encroachment is made on its boun­
daries, or the slightest insult offered to its pride, which it 
misnames honour ? nay, can it be, i again ask, in any way 
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possibles that the haughtiness of man and Jesn's poverty of 
Spirit may have fellowship? surely surely not. The world 
seeks its own, and for Us own it wars. The love of Jesus will 
submit to be trampled on if it can but boar away one sorrow or 
wip«* away one tear • and without this love what are we in 
God'* 8is»ht ? nothing but yroclaimprs of our own shame, " in 
sounding bras* and tinkling cymbal ;" and above all, let us re­
member ihut it i* in thin alow full deference to the mastership 
of Jesus can be seen 5—He gathered all His teaching into one 
heauiifo! lesson, and dechred if to be the test of true disciple* 
ship, and tliut obedience to it could atone show forth the bles­
sing oi Hoi teaching to the world :—• A N t w C O M M A N D M E N T 
l WIVB JUN.T.O YOU, THAT Y h LOVK ONK ANOTHER ;-—• 
AS ! IIAVB l u V K I ) YOU, THAT UK ALSO LOVE ONE 
ANOTHER. IIY THIS M U L L AM, M KM THAT YE ARE 
MY DISCI PLK3, IV Ytt HAVte 1.0 VIS ONE TO ANOTHER," 
(John xiii. *M—115.) And " /hrrluf we do know that we know 
film, if we keep Wat vommandmeuts: he that saith 1 know Him 
wflf keeprth nut His CiimmanunvnlH^ is A LIAR, AND THE 
TiiUTii is \o*r is' 11 IM ; hut whoM keepeth His word, in 
him verily is the lore of' Uod pejirted: hereby know we that 
we are iii Him J" {John ii. 4, 5 ) And ii will be said, " this 
may be true, but we do not ri-j-ht wiili brethren :" Why not? 
do other nations call !heni*eiv»\> rhristiaus too? and if war is 
not in itself opposed to the word of Jesus, why may not their 
armies and ships he filled with our brethren? and if so, who 
will hinder tneit meeting in bloodshed—even hand to band in 
unholy cmnhul ? Oh most sad 1 bought ! mysterious and cala­
mitous siji'bt ! that brethren charged to Jove one another even 
as Jesus lot cd them, and to prove their discipleship by their 
love, should .stand before one another in strife, eager to (\ye 
their weapons in each other's hlood ; surely there is fearful em­
phasis in t i e word of the b u d at such a time, "Inasmuch as 
ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me." They are contending with Jesus, and to 
Him they must answer for their disobedience ; proud as they 
may be of the warrior's titles and apparel, these are but their 
shame in God's sight, and the higher the rank and the more 
lofty the name, the uioie -grievous und the more manifest the 
shame and sin. i>tit let it be said (and 1 know it will, for 1 
have met the r i se at e\ery point that would give me escape 
from this sacrifice, and this has been my shame) that all this 
might be, but that it must be so rare an accident as to give it 
little claim to our attention ; and what would be asserted, but 
that to call men *• christians" because they are denizens of what 
is perversely called " a cluisrian nation," is a denial of every 
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privilege of love that the true name of christian gives, and in­
volves sinful inconsistency at every step. If the contending 
navies or armies are christian, their contention is disobedience; 
they are proudly unfurling their banners of strife in the eyes of 
Him who has told them to love one another even to death • they 
are rolling their destructive thuruhirs in the ears of Hirn who 
came to save men's lives by the sacrifice of His own ; and if 
they say it is in His name and by His sanction, they are charg­
ing Him with the misery and sin, and who then can acknow­
ledge the righteousness of their claim } for have we so learned 
Christ as to {\o evil, with a train of calamity attending it that 
man's eye cannot reach, because it is under the cover of a name 
which is assumed without warrant ? " Let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity," is the word 
of the Lord ; and oh ! it is a fearful thing that sin should be 
committed under the sanction of that precious and holy name: 
but it is far more fearful that those who can fairly plead attach­
ment to it, should let its paramount and universal claims bow 
before the wickedness and pride of the world, from which it 
ought to have separated them. True knowledge and love of that 
name must sever us from every unholy confederacy ;—" Be not 
unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for what fellowship 
bath righteousness with unrighteousness,and what communion 
hath light with darkness ?"*—And what is fellowship but union 
both in feeling and act ? Let it be supposed, that many who 
unite in national wars do not unite in the feelings of anger or 
pride, that those who cause them are actuated by, (although we 
may well doubt that this can often be so,) what matters it ? they 
have fellowship in the act; and it is of this the Spirit speaks in 
these solemn words, "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, hut rather reprove them," They are out­
wardly approving the work they areengagedin, and thus declar­
ing that God (for they say they know God) dors so too ; they are 
practically declaring that war is the work of the Lord Jesus, and 
that they are sent by Htm to the fight, for they cannot take lower 
ground than this ; and for this they are responsible to God, ac­
cording to His word, ** lie that is not with me is against me } 
he thatgathereth not with me scattcrcth abroad." (Matt. xii. 30.) 
Oh it is a sad thing to hear a disciple of Jesus say (and alas! 
bow often do we hear it) that he acknowledges the evil but can­
not remedy it, and so the responsibility is not bis ; (I do not 
here allude to war only, but avowed connection with evil in any 
way) and where then does it rest ? The plea of reverence for 

* This clearly apeaka of nit fellowship in work—in those acts of a m»n'» life which 
can ouly be in union with others, aa taken from Dent. x*U. 10.—** Thuu tlxalt sot 
ptavr with an ox and asa together*" 
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human authority as our sanction, because it is of God, can be 
no b<»tter than a mask to love of ease, money, or human esteem, 
and is traducing God in the very plea; nn if He would author­
ize and direct iniquity, for this in what it really means. That 
God give* authority to the powetn of the world, 1 have already 
admitted, but He i» not anawerablefor ita misuse ;~thU would 
be charging Hint with man** evil« Hg ontrustH power indeed, 
but niati'a imrigbleoua una of it «bew« hit uowurthiness of the 
trust, and tltiit' JoatiN alone can ho •# trusted, And the daily, 
even hourly miriUKi* of it t« the exponent of thlftf and it is of 
thin the church of Jtwua ta nailed to testify, at the abiding :wrt~ 
iiena of righieuutfuoM, knowing and bayingJellownhip with God, 
separating in word and art, us l/itf priests of M between iWy 
and unholy^ detm and unclean, 

That this in GOII'H judgment, I ammire those who have most 
communion with Hint wultknow ; but there is one special in­
stance in trriptttre, itt tho hiatury of Eli*a old age, in which thia 
k m clearly marked, th;ti I must record it hero.-*—Hia sons, who 
were in the |irti»»t*̂  office, had consumed their privileges on 
their lusts, tho effect of which was ** that men abhorred the 
offering of the Lord ;"~— they stood as priests between God and 
the people;—the people ought to have seen and known the will 
and character of God in them, and they saw a caricature, and 
" so their sin was very great before the Lord." Eli reproved 
their misconduct in word, he protested against it, as it is now 
cajied, spying, ** Why do ye such things, for 1 hear of your 
evil dealings by all this people ?'* And fie did more, he nega­
tively reproved it in ait, for ho bad no fellowship witb them in 
the misdeed ; but in God'a estimate this was not sufficient—it 
was not "abhorring that which »» evil and cleaving to that 
which is good," and so all the responsibility tested upon him ; 
—he is singled out to receive the message of auger, and in it 
be is made the direct and positive associate of his sons in their 
iniquity. —" There came a man of God unto Eli, and said, thus 
saitb the Lord, did I plainly appear untu the huuseoftby father, 
when they were in Egypt, in Pharaoh's houae, and did I choose 
htm out of all the tribes of Israel to be ray prhmf, to offer upon 
mine altar, to burn incense, and wear an ephod before me ? and 
did I give unto the bouse of thy fit titer all the offerings made 
by fire of the children of Urael ? (and ia it not to a yet higher 
priesthood that the christian U caPel ? 1 Pot« ii. 5—9. Rev, i. 
0.) wherefore kick yo at my aaorifico and mine offering which I 
have commanded iu my habitation, and honourest thy sons 
nbove me, to make yourselvea fat with all the offering* of the 
children of Israel ? Wherefore, the Lord God of Israel aaitb, I 
said, indeed, that thy house and the house of thy ftther shouU} 
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walk before me for ever; bat now this be far from me, for tbem 
that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be 
lightly esteemed." (1 Sam. ii. 27—30.) How can there be 
any other meaning to this expression of the mind of God, than 
that if we are associate with those who commit evil, we are re­
sponsible for their acts—for all their acts ? and that if we have 
no power to check and put down the evil, we must cease to be 
the associate of the evil doer, either by separating them from us, 
if we have the power, if not, by separating ourselves from them. 
The word of God to Eli was?, " Wherefore kick YE at my sa­
crifices and make YOURSELVES fat ?" He stood before God 
as a member of a body whose acts were iniquitous, and he was 
judged in that membership ; and are not we judged so too ? 
If we stand in union with others, it matters not the nature of the 
union, God judges us in our federate character, and not as indi­
viduals ; and charges us with the sin of the body, and threatens 
us with wrath, which is its penalty. If we are members of a 
body we cannot stand before God at any time alone—the evil 
or the good alike are ours : solemn thought! whether it be to 
those who are united together in a league (of which till now I 
bave been a member) to take peace from the earth and resist 
evil, or in those yet more unhallowed confederacies around us 
which men call churches,—the word is alike to all, "Them 
that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be 
lightly esteemed." And is not disregard of God's holy name 
and preference of evil the true reason why such fellowships are 
continued in ? not only without sorrow, but that they are even 
defended, as declared in the same word to Eli—" Thou honour-
est thy sons above me." If we cleave to any thing, is it not 
because we honour it? and even if in itself evil, do we not de­
clare we prefer it though it be so, either for its own sake, or 
because it is the channel of ease, emolument, or honour,—to 
God's will and God's glory! Eli loved and honoured God, 
but ho loved and honoured his sons more, though they were 
wicked; and no doubt pacified his conscience by qualifying 
God's hatred of sin, and then gave a reluctant and of course 
unheeded testimony against his sons' misconduct, while he prac­
tically allowed it, and the message of anger vthicli was sent to 
him, proves how little this will satisfy God :—" I will do a thing 
iu Israel, at which both the ears of every one that beareth it 
shall tingle: when I begin I will also make an end ; for I have 
told him that I will judge his house for ever, for the iniquity 
which he knoweth, because his sons made themselves vile, and 
hefrowned not onlkem." (1 Sam!, iii. 11—13.) Oh! our God 
is a holy God ! He frowns on allowed evil, and shall not we ? 
and can He be contented with our reproving it with our lips 
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while w€ sanction it by our ever)' day fellowship with it? surely, 
ibis is mocking both our God and our fallow-sinners ; what will 
o«r words avail more than Eli's ? Abhor that which is evil"— 
u touch not the unclean thing"—" tome out and be separate," 
is the word of the Lord ; "as obedient children, not fashioning1 

yourselves according to your former lusts, in your ignorance; but 
as He which hath called you is holy, be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation, because it is written, be ye holy, for I am 
holy."* (1 Pct.i. 14—16.) 

There are many that have said to me, " we cannot deny the 
sadness and unchristian character of war, and we do not think 
it can be defended, but you need not take employment again, 
and so you will not be called on to do deeds you deploro, and 
your pay and rank are given you for past service." In the 
promptitude of the heart to listen to any suggestion that would 
enable me to retain that which cost me many wearisome years 
and almost all my natural health of body to become master of, 

* There arc two pas.«ages brought to condemn tho*e who act on these clearly 
developed principle?, in separating from the worldly and unholy systems called 
churches of this day, the fust in Heb. x. " N o t forsaking the assembling of oar-
selves togciher, as the manner of some is/'—as charging upon them, the necessity 
of attendint; the ordinances of God, however evil their administration may be. The 
second—" The»c be they who separate themselves, sensual,having1 not the Spirit,"-— 
as classing them with those who till up the fearful picture of evil, which character* 
istes the last perilous days Now to the first I answer, that the emphasis and indeed 
meaning of the admonition, rests upon the wo>d "ourselves;" it says nothing of 
authorized formularies, a national!) 'appointed ministry, or what is wone, an orthodox 
form of doctrine, preached in the power of man and not of God ; but it does distinctly 
mark with the character of disobedience, those who prefer these things, in themselves 
both lifeless aud unmeaning, to tin; living and happy communion of the saints of God, 
who can "exhort one another to love and good works ;" and surely then, he who 
continues to unite in worship with those whom he knows not to be brethren,and who, 
therefore, can not come under the word "ourselves," is setting at nought the very 
command he quotes as his authority. The answer to the second must rest on the 
character of the thing separated from : if the Lord says " Come out from among them 
and he ye separate, and touch not the unclean thing," there can be no question as to 
the necessity of forsaking that which is iniquitous; tide words "sensual, not having the 
Spirit," must mark then the character of the^e separatists; (as well as the following 
verse which charges those who are believers, to build up one another in their most holy 
faith.") they are those who prefer the ease of the flesh and the esteem of man, to the 
self-den) ing, world-crncifving spirit of Jesus; and who, to retain these, wilt rather 
have fellowship with known sinners and sin, than with those who are walking in the 
Spirit, ot God : they are separate from those who love ami follow Jesus, and refuse to 
unite and worship with them, that they may hold fast the world and its honours, giving 
tip the communion of saints, " forsaking the assembling of themselves together," to 
unite with unbelievers, and those who love the world and its mammon; and this too 
in that blessed memorial of love, which is intended to declare those who partake of 
it, to be but ON a; and to strengthen 1 hem as such, by a living union. There was one 
who was holy, harmless, uudctiled, and separate from sinners: in this, as in every 
thing else, His saints are called to follow l l im ; He was not separate from those who 
forsook all to follow Him, but He was from those who loved sin ; and yet those who 
remain separate from the saiuts, in their preference for any unholy alliance, which wilt 
give them worldly reputation, can use this word, which fearful as it is, exhibits in 
letters of light, their own erring practice ; and cast it as a charge of shame on tttose 
who would seek Jeaus' honour Ami not their own. Separation from the world and the 
flesh, however masked under orthodox names, is the coustant work of Cod's Holy 
Spirit,—"resisting nnto blood striving against s in / ' is the church's motto—is It ours? 
w e shall not be without the spirit, or sensualists, if it i s ; and this charge will not 
apply to us. Two or three gathered toyether, if the Spirit be there, ia • church of 
Qo& ; and oot a multitude of founal worshippers under a Pagan or a Papal priest-
hood, or what is worse, a people's preacher. 
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1 have nmre than once submitted to the conclusiveness of this, 
and may the Lord pardon me that I should cleave with such 
faithless tenacity to that which He has taught me to he evil, 
but it is hard to man's weak heart to give up what it reckons 
on as u certain income, for comparative poverty, and this I 
have felt, but not now, for He knoweth what I have need of, 
and He hath said, " [ will never leave thee, nor forsake thee," 
so that we may boldly say, *4 the Lord is my helper, and 
having food and raiment therewith be content:" (Het>. xiii.) 
but where can such an argument find its place in an upright 
heart ? If I have rank I have attained it step by step in a ser­
vice which I have proved, to my own mind at least, to be en­
tirely contrary to the mind of God, and which I now see to be 
sinful. What then is my rank hut the evidence of my sin, the 
abiding evidence of previuus sin ? if it could be now gratuitously 
bestowed on me without previous service, the question might 
assume another character, though it would not alter it before 
God ; (as ! have argued on the ground of rank in worldly 
service, irrespective of its character,! but as it is, it stands as 
a proof of past service ; and if that were sinful, were is my 
honesty or consistency in retaining it? Oh the children of this 
world, with their limited estimate of truth, would pronounce 
this dishonest,—that I should declare by word, and feel in 
heart, a service to be siuful, while I practically deny it to be 
so, by holding its name and wages. But besides this, I am 
unable to feel otherwise, then that it is far more than reward 
of past service; in my conscience I should hold myself to be a 
servant of the king or of the country, that gives me by its 
commission authority and wages; and while 1 had powers of 
mind and body, 1 should fairly deem myself a worthless one, if 
I were not ready at a moment's call, to obey ail the require­
ments that were within the due limits of such service ; and I 
should be a traitor to it indeed, if 1 had outward union with it 
as enrolled on its list of members, and receiving its worldly 
privileges and emoluments, while 1 was separate from it in 
heart* and know that 1 should be a traitor to my Lord if I 
heeded its bidding and went on its disastrous service, and 
therefore premcditatedly determined not to do so: " we 
cannot serve two masters,*' God hath said it, and every day's 
experience proves it true;—through abounding grace I have 
chosen mine, and He is ** the Prince o( Peace ;'* I cannot 
serve Him and the world too ; I could not do honest service to 
the world if 1 would, while 1 am following Him ; and if I had 
no higher principle, is not this enough ? But I repeat—to avow 
a thing to be wrong, is the acknowledgment of responsibility 
to separate from it at any cost; if it is evil in itself, a christian 
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ought not, must not have fellowship with it. To have one's 
name (worthless as it may be in itself) on the list of those 
appointed for military service, above all, to possess that, which 
is the very essential of membership—pay and commission, and 
which fixes one before God and man in a body of combatants, 
is to have the fullest outward fellowship, short of doing the act 
of nationally authorized murder; and this I would give op, 
thinking myself indeed as their fellow sinner, honoured by 
their companionship, and more worthless than them all: but 
as a child of God and a witness for truth, called both in obedi­
ence to Him and true love for them* to declare, fairly, openly, 
and intelligibly, that their deeds are evil; 

The question of expediency, prevalent as if is, is too low a 
ground to meet objectiutm on ; ifanactis wrong, it is either 
guile or ignorance of (hd that would persuade us to do it in 
the vain hope that good might come; "the root of such a plea 
is rottenness and the blossom wilt go up as (he dost." To 
continue in an office, which k in itself evil, for ih^ sake of whet 
is called " influence" or '• opportunity to do good,0 is not only 
distrust of God, but supposing that He will give a bounty on 
disobedience ; and not only this, but it is rejecting Gad's own 
declared method of acting ; that is, choosing man's weakness 
in which to exhibit His own strength. Worldly influence can 
make hypocrites, but nothing better; the power of God alone 
can " do good," for it is not by tni^ht, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord. The pathway of obedience is the 
pathway of strength ; if we walk in the light, knowing God's 
perfect and acceptable will, we can declare it to others; if not, 
we are but leading them astray ; and besides, " God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise, 
and the weak things of the world to confound the things which 
are mighty, and base things of the world, and things which 
are despised hath God chosen, and things which are not, to 
bring to nought things that are, that no ffe&h should glory in 
His presence,'' (1 Cor. i. 27—29.} Truly this is a hard saying, 
but if it means any thing, it is, that all that the world esteems 
—its authority, rank, wisdom, riches, or enticing words, are 
no better then hindrances in God's work, for they are the 
property of the flesh, and opposed to the abasing and simple 
power of the Holy Spirit : •* If any man see met h to be wise in 
this world, he must become a fool, that he may be made-wise." 
Saul thought to do (tod service, by preserving the best of the 
cattle of the Amalekites, under the plausible and doubtless 
truly intended plea of sacrificing them to God, as thanksgiving 
offerings : the word of God sent to him by Samuel, is surely 
directed to all, who would, like him, serve God their own 
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way ; — " H a t h the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? behold ! to 
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken, then the fat of 
rams ; for rebellion is a? the sin of witchcraft, and stubborness 
is as iniquity and idolatry; because thou bast rejected the 
word of the L ord, He also hath rejected thee from being k i n g . " 
(I Sand, xv.) 

In conclusion 1 would say, the »lory of God and love for my 
brethren-—that they might ,>(*«' from the act itself, and this 
explanatory testimony, what I solemnly believe to be the miud 
of God, relative to separation from all evil,—and lastly, the 
y>\ of my own soul before God, which will always be cheeked 
by disobedience, are my motives fur thus standing forth in a 
position, which I know will bring upon me much reproach; 
my heart is sad in the anticipation of this, not for my own sake, 
but for those, who, while they cill themselves by the name of 
Jesus, ncit! er know the jjlorv nor love the shame of His cross, 
For to\ self, 1 know, if there is not uuKindness of spirit in 
tins appeal, (which may God forgive if there is, it is not meant,) 
it can only he offensive because \\ is true ; and because by its 
t ruth , if caMs discredit on the erring practice of so many; but 
oh is there no tiie*h in the word " i f \ e are reproached for the 
i!:iinc v.', <.'h>i.,i, lu-.ppy are ye, for lite Spirit of glory and of 
God resteth on y o u : on their part l i e is evil spoken of, on 
your part l ie U glorified iM (1 R r. iv. 14.) blessed, blessed 
thought, thai l ie should be glorified in our reproach; surely 
tins vcrcrecompense enough, but He has told us of far more, 
^ whosoever shall do the will of my Father, the same is my 
brother, an I n\) sister, and my m o t h e r : 0 ** if any man serve 
me let him follow me, and where l a m , there shall also my 
M rvnnt be ; if any man serve me, him will in\ Father honour ." 
Before God, f would declare this to be my only desire; and { 
urge it upon my btethren that it may hi* theirs too—to serve 
Jesus, and that by following Hint ; and to seek in His service 
and for its reward, ** not the honour which cometh from men, 
but that which cometh from God o n h , " remembering the 
blessed assurance, that *»the God of peace will bruise Satan 
under our feet shor t ly ," " a n d that in a little while He that 
shall come will come, and will not tarry ; and then shall every 
man have praise of God , " ** for nut he that commendeth him­
self is approved, but whom the Lord rommondeth." 

I pray my Lord, and my brethren too to pardon me if I 
have given pain to them by one won! of harshness ; my con­
tention is not with them, but with evil, and God knoweth, love 
for Him, whose honour I seek, ami tor them, that they may 
serve in taithfuluess their crucified Lord, has been the guide 
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both to my heart and my pen ; but I do beseech them to con­
sider what I have advocated as though they were before 
" the great white throne." It is easy for the well-skilled 
sophistry of a deceitful heart to evade the power of any truth 
for the present, and the difficulty of obedience, even where the 
conscience is convinced, may induce many to say with the 
slothful man. " there is a lion in the s t r ee t s / ' therefore would 
I cry out, " l e s t any be hardened through the dcceitfulness of 
sin/* ** knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake 
(Hit of sleep, for now is our salvation ntarer then when we 
bel ieved; the nijjjht is fir spent, the day is , at hand, let ua 
therefore cast off t he works of darkness, and put en the armour 
of light.** " T h e drreivahlent'suMtf unrighteousness" is the 
character of Satan 's power in the laHt days—-unrighteousness 
masked—"bu t in vain U the net apreud in the 8%ht of any 
b i r d / ' An* ure thru walking in the l ight? Oh ! nothing short.of 
that can save us from the per i l ; and 1 would cry to my breth­
ren that are tin*** ring in the darkness of Babylon, ** awake I 
awake! and Christ shall give thee l i g h t : " drink not of the 
cup of harlotry and death ! the darkness of deceit and false­
hood is folding itself around the church, and oh it is a sad and 
heart-breaking sight to see that which declares itself to be the 
bride of the lowly and homeless Jesus, covered with the titles 
and honours of this world,—the crimson and gold of the harlot, 
instead of the white and unstained garments of faithful love— 
to see them labouring in the counsels of the ungodly, striving 
to be Lords, Bishops, Members of Parliament, Mayors, Rev­
erends, or anything else that will bring man's honour, with an 
earnestness that should be all given to the service of their Lord, 
and all without shame, nay, even boasting of it and proclaiming 
it through the land ; but thussai th the Lord, as the last warning 
of His long-suffering love, *« FLEK OUT OF THE MIDST OF 

BABYLON, COMB OUT OF HKR MY PEOPLE, THAT YE BK NOT 
FAKTAKBII8 OF HER SINS, AND THAT YE KECK1VKI NOT OF 
HUE PLAGUES, FOR HER SINS HAVE REACHED UNTO 
HEAVEN, AND QUI* HATH REMEMBERED HER INIQUI­
TIES ;'* but alas ! does he nut say too, and oh how forcible 
is the word now, " N E V E R T H E L E S S , W H E N I C O M E S H A L L 

I FIND FAITH ON EARTH ?»'" 



In printing another edition of this pamphlet, I would 
meet a tiharge of inconsistency whieh has been made 
against me, with apparent fairness, bemuse my 
name is not erased from the official Navy List. 

This is not my fault ; indeed it would have been «»~ 
known to me had not this charge been made when 
this pamphlet was published.—It was sent to the 
Lords qf the Admiralty, with a Letter respectfully 
resigning my commission, and since that time I have 
not received any pay, or considered myself in any 
way attached to the service. 

1 attribute the reluctance of the Government to erase 
my name to their kindness—but what could 1 cfo 
more ? 

P. F. 1L 

ROWt, F R I S T ! W, P l . \ MOUTH. 


