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DISCIPLESIIIP!

oR,
HEASONS FOR RESIGNING HIS NAVAL RANK AND PAY;
BY PERCY FRANCIS HAL L,
Cammanger in the Royal Navy.

Then sadd Josus unto his disciples, ifuny man will come after me, let
hini deny himselr, aud take up bis crons und follow me.  Matt, xvi, 24,

For whom He dld forcknow, He slso did predesti to be formed
to the image of His Son, that He might be the tirst-born among many
brethren, m, vili, 20.

He that saith ke abideth in Him, onght himself so to walk, even as He
walked, 1 Johu.ii 6.

‘Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be
my disciple. Luke xiv, 27.




DISCIPLESHIP.

Ix taking a step which, if warranted by the word of God, wust

.. castdiscredit upon the service and discipleship of many now
_ ]ivir:‘lg. for whom 1 do feel the truest respect and affection as
“ehildren of God, as well as place me in the more invidious
position of sitting in judgment upon the alnost universally .
" accredited standard of Christian gnctice, 1 feel myself im-
peratively called uponto give to the Church of Christ, with
meekness and fear, a_reason why 1 should take upon myself

a place of such moral distinction and authority, God knoweth

it is not in pride, nor is it to please men. In other days

< through the thanksgiving of many, it would bave redounded

to the glory of God.”” Now, (I say it in sorrow,) I expect
but little from the many who call themselves by the precious
name of Jesus, except opprobrium, or the charge of fanaticism.

To them, however, indeed to all, I can say, “ With me'itis a
very small thing that I ‘should be judged of you or of man's
judgment, yea, I judge not mine own self ; for I know nothing

by myself, yet am I not hereby justified, but he that judgeth
me is the Lord ; therefore judge nothing before the time, until
the Lord come, whaboth will bring to light the hidden things
of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the heart,
and then shall every man have praise of God.”” And while
all are constrained to ackuowledge, as I believe they will be,

+that 1 do not use craftiness nor handle the word of God de-

_ «eitfully, I look with confidence to my Lord, that by mani-

“festation of the truth, I shall commend myself to the consciences
of some in the sight of God, and thereby bring glory to Him,
which is the only hope and desire of my heart.

‘Fo the children of this world I could not if T would make
any appeal on such a guestion ; they cannot take cognizance of
an act which must be the result of principles entirely different
from theirs; but to those who are translated out of it into
the kingdom of God’s dear Son—who ouce were “ children of
dizobedience,” (Ephes. ii. 2.) butare now, as in contrast witha
self-willed world, « children of obedience,” (1 Pet. i. 14.) I do
appeal and claim their approving testimony, and with it a prompt
and practical attention to the clai2m. ' '
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The wisdom of this wurld which never knew God and never
will know Him, which saw no beauty, and still sees nonein
God’sbright image, “ the brightness of His glory, the express
imageof His person,”” (Heb. i. 2,) can only deride any conformity
to that image in a world it calls its own, and over which it rules,
Baut the object of the children’s worship is the glory the world
despises ; the desire of the believer’s heart is conformity to.
the image it beholds with wonder and admiration, and the
purpose of God that He should be glorified in His saints is
this same conformity, * having predestinated-us- to be con-
formed to the image of His dear Son, that He might be the
first-born among many brethren.” (Rom. viii, 20.) ¢¢ And so
beholding the glory of the Father in the fuce of Jesus Christ, they
are changed into the same image from glory toglory, even as by,
the Spirit of the Lord.”” (2 Cor. iii. 18.) And itisin this that the
entire and unchangeable principles of separation betweon the
Church and world are seen, The face of Jesus is the bright at-
traction of the one—to the other, it is without comeliness, marrgd
and inglorious. The voice of Jesus, the words of Jesus, aret
delight of the listening ear and anxious heart of the one ; the
opinions, the applause or censure of the world, the enthority
which sways the other.  And the true value of such authority
can only be fully known by the startling word of the Faithful
witness, ** That which is highly csteemed among men is abomi-
nation tn the sight of God.” (Luk, xvi. 15.) And it is no per-
version of this word to say also, that *“That which is highly
esteemed of God is abomination in the sight of men ;’ nay, we.
know it was so in that which put the world on trial and proved it
guilty. Jesus was the beloved one in whom the Father was well
pleased, who did always those things which pleased Him ; and
the world’s hatred of what God loved, was proved in the eross ;
the essential disagreement, the disagreement in all things be-,
tween God and the world was proved there, though God in
His wondrous grace did make that very cross (while the proof
and exhibition of entire disunion between Him and His crea-
tures) the link that was to bind them together in love.

To those then who confess the Lord Jesus as no longer despis-
ed but loved and gloried in, I appeal : to those who acknowledge
the authority of the word of God, and therefore the necessity
of prompt oﬁedience to it, I appeal, and lay my claim befure
them with humbleness indeed, but with the solemu authority
that consciousness of right gives, and say, if the principles
here advocated are unanswered by you in heart and conscience
Jollow them ; they reuch every where—~every word and every
“step of the disciple of Jesus ought to be controlled by them.
All cannot obey ther in moking the same sacrifices ; but let all
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obey them where the claim presses home ot them, and they
will be happily following Him, who hath said, “If any man'
serve me let him follow me, and where I am there shall also
my servant be : if any man serve me, him will my Pathet hon-
our.”” (John xii. 26.) ¥

That I may not be misunderstood—— t hat my motives may be
made clear, that the blessed hand of love which touches the
spring and gives life and obedience to the constrained heart,
may be seen ; and above all, that no advocacy of obedience
may rob the atonement of my dying Lord of its perfoctness, I
would first and at once state that I act asa Christiag. And
what is a Christian > A pardoned sinner (Rom, 4.) washed
. from his sins, sanctified, justified (1 Cor, vi, 11,)=and that in
1he blood of Jesus—accepted, and that in the heloved (Ephes.
I 0,7.)—one who is passod from death unto life (1 John iii. '
14.)-—everlauting life (John i, 16--30,}-—a 8on of the living
God (Jobn I, 12,)==nn hoir of God, and joint-heir with Christ
{Rom, viii. 16, 17,)—one'who ix free, and to whom there is
now no condemnation (Rom, viii. 1.)—who is baried by
baptium into Christ’s death, and raised again with Him into
newness of life, by faith of the operation of God (Rom.vi. 3, 4.)
—chosen in Jesus (Ephes. i. 4.)—accepted in Jesns—made

fect in Him—complete in Him, (Colos. ii. 10.)  God for-

id that the happy necessity of obedience should detract from

the freeness and fulness of blessing the sinner receives, when
made by the greatness of the Father’s grace, a believer in Him,
in whom alone is all blessing for the sinner. The pride of man’s °
fuolish heart is ever carrying him away from the grace sent to-
hint in Jesus, and which must meet him as a beggar, helpless
and undone, to some requirment that he may satisfy, which
will, as he thinks, enable himi to meet God on better terms ; or
te will do away with the richness of the grace and make it
inefficient to meet his real necessities, and then strive to make
up the inefficiency by bis own change of conduct. God for-
b&, I say, that one such thought should be in the heart of the
sinner that writes this, In being taught his entire helpless~
toas, not merely to avow it with his lips, but to know it in the
experienced weakness and wickedness of his own heart, he has
 taught also to tuen away from it to the brightness of grace
that reached him in his wickedness, and met him in the truth
of his condition, evilag it was, with the full consolation the
despevate nccessity ofthat condition sought ; making Jesus
unto him, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemp-
tion, (1 Cor.1,30) =

That man is ever attempting to make God as ungenerous -
as himself, to limit the greatness tg‘ His gifis by his own un-
sl A ;
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belief, and thus to dim the glory of His. abounding grace, is
‘mot only the necessary result, but the proof too of the un-
changeable evil of his heart : and it is this, simply this, which
has driven the Church into the world, lowered its standard of
obedience to the habits of its new associates, and oxhibited it,
like the fig tree which withered at the word of the Lord’s
wrath, covered indeed with leaves, but returning little froit
to Him who seeks it for his Father’s glory, saying, * Herein
is my Father glorified that ye bear mnch fmit.”’  Vain would
be the search of that man who might try in the pride of bis
heart to bring evidence from the word of truth, that any one
~other motive but love, was reckoned on there to bring back to
" God, and guide in His ways, the heart of a_self-willed and
- wayward sinner. ‘There can be no union with God in thought
or act, save in love; * for God is Jove,and bethat knoweth not
Jove knoweth not God ;”* (1 Johniv. 7, 8.) ““ and he that gather-
-eth not with Him, scattereth abroad.” The only principle of
~acceptable service to God, is love ; a service of constraint is no
. service to Him. Anything therefore that would impede the
flow of the living waters, the fresh streams of love, peace, and
’OE,, into the weary heart of a God-fearing sinuer,is just that
which would hinder its fruitfulness, and leave it a sterile and
~ thorn-bearing thing still, , T
. 1t is not in pride or impaticuce, that the writer of this refuses
fo reason with the multitude of thuse who sadly prove hoth
their ignorance of God and thewselves, by avowedly making
God austere, saying, | feared thee because thou art an austere
man, thou takest up that theu layedst not down, and reapest
that thou didst ot sow,”” (Luke xix. 21.) But he passes them
by, because he would at once meet what he believes to be thesame
erring principle under an outwardly faiver form, and that he may
the more plainly advocate the one great truth of Scripture
which controls his own Leart in his present sacrifice, and whicli
he knows where it is truly felt, will enable us to count all things
lut dung, if we mny hut do Hix will who has taught us to love
Rim by first loving us,

The Scriptural word ¢ sanctification,” is the fair title this
errorassumes ; and so apparcutly authoritative is its claim, that
many are Jed captive by it; and while they feel and know their
slavery, are unable to account for it. “*If the Son maketyou
free, yeshall be freeindeed,’” (Jobn viii, 36.) is the happy assur.
anceofour Lord ; and any thing that would limit thelove He came
to prove, is but keeping fast the fetters that bind our hearts to
earth, and holding us back from the happy, and therefure free
ebedience of children, And what is “ sauctification’’ as it i’ now
used 2 but uniting that whieh our God has so graciously and so
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v separated-—salvation and its holy consequences ; the
oty and. gracionsness of Iis freely bestowed love, with
quirements made to those who, having réceived the love,
o ,,qlmu%e free for His service, and have motive and energy of
. heart to serve, = A
+ } there is one statement of truth more clear tha# another in
tyre, antd more uncompromising in the larguage in which
. #is put, it is this, That redemption is exclusively the sork of
 theLord Jesus Christ, and in noway that of the Holy Spirit.
B repeat this, as knowing it is for God’s glory, and our joy,—
i ‘% edemption is exclusively the work of the Son of Ged,
~ and in me way that of the Holy Spirit, (considering
" thep 88 separate in their persons and work; in the
‘oneness of the Godhead it need not be said, the act of one must
have beon tho act of all,) That faith, which is the gift of God,
iph 11, 8) is the work of the Holy Spirit, is another question.
“ Falth I8 not salvation—we are saved by grace, through faith,
- The grace was in Jesus, faith does but embrace and realize the
grace, As a Saviour, and a perfect Saviour, putting away sin by
~ the sacrifice of Himself, Jesus says, * Look untome and be ye
saved,”” AsMoses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must
“the Son of Man be lifted np, that whosocever believeth on Him
~should not perish, but have everlasting life. (John iif. 14.) 1f
- whatis so extensively termed sanctification, (i.e. progressivead-
- vaneement in Holiness) is necessary to salvation, it might well
“beasked, How much would do ? e who knows God, and loves
. ‘Him because of his glory and beauty as revealed in Josus, will
- Know also that he must beas perfect as Ie is perfoct, or neither
-God or himself could be satisfied. But not only is this robbing the
eross of Jesus of its power, and making His blood inefficient,
‘but as its result (and how completely do we see in this, a8 in
“every thing else, wisdom justified in her clildren,) we have
- nothing but an unhappy and wnfruitful Church, hardly know-
“tog whether it is save® or not, knowing enough of itself to
“understand that it comes short of God’s glory ; and therefore to
get itself into peace, (as looking to sanctiffeation” and A3t to
degus) it must reduce the standard of obedience, hringing down
God's. character, and therefore Ilis requirements fur & dry of
Ahey are ; that it may somehow come up to thetn and’so
atisfied with itdelf. Thus the ingenvity of unbelidf will
: e 4he simplicity of Gud’s word of peace into something
- that will iwpose a burden where God’s Jove has sought to re-
move h; and those who are thus self-tasked, or taughti by
uptthor Golpel than that of full and unconditivnal love; have
to- fun and wrestle in fetters, with the brightness of the prize
for which they contend obscured by intervening clouds of fear

#

I AT Tl . TR . I'i’




8

and doubt as o the willingness of God to bestow it on them.
“ But thus saith the Lord, whosoever believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life.” sJohn iii, 86.) *'This is therecord, God hath
given us eternal life, and this lifeis in his Son ; be that hath the
Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.”*
(1 Jobn v, 11, 12,; ¢ Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that
heareth my words and believeth on Him thnt sent me, hath ever-
lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed
from death unto life.”” (John v, 24.) * These are written that
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of Ged, and
that believing ye might have life through his name.” (John xx.
81.) “Go and preach the gospel to every creaturs, he that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”” (Mark xvi. 15, 16.)
« Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.”
(Acts xvi. 31.) * Be it known unto you that through this man
18 preached unto you the forgiveness of sins ; and by Him all’
that believe are justified from all things.” (Acts xiil, 38, 39.)
“ By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified in His sight,
for by the law is the knowledge of sin, but now the righteous-
ness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by
the law and the prophets, even the righteousness of God, which
is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all and upon all them that be~ '
lieve ; for there is no difference, for all have sinned and come
short of His glory, being justified freely by his grace,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom
God has set forth to be a propitiation through faith in
His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission
of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God ;
to declare at this time His rightevusness, that He might be just
and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus, Where is
hoasting then ? itis escluded, by what law ? of works ? nay,
but by the law of faith ; thercfore we conclude that a map is
juatified by faith without the deeds of the law : (Rom iii, 20—
28,) ¢ for what saith the Seripture  Abraham believed God, and
it was counted to him for righteousness. Now to him that work-
eth is the reward reckoned, not of grace but of debt, but to him
that worketh not, but belioveth on 1lim that justifieth the un-
godly, his fuith is counted fur righteousness; even as David also
describeth the blessedness of the man unto whom God imputeth
righteousness without works, saying, blessed are they whose
iniquities are furgiven, and whose sins are covered ; blessed is
the man to w hom the Lord will not imputesin.”” (Rom, iv, 3-—8)
“ Abrabam was fully persuaded that what God bad promised
He was able also to perform, snd therefore it wasimputed to bim
for righteousness, Now it was not written for his sake alone that
1t was imputed to Him, but for us also to whom it shall be im~
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pu)ed, if we believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from
the dead, who was delivered for our offences, and raised again _
fos g Juetification ; therefore being justified by faith, we have
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom alse
wh bave access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and
'qg:edo in the hope of the glory of God.” (Rom, ivi 21—25.)
# commendeth His love toward us, in that while we were
at sinners, Christ died for us, much more than being now
ed by His blood, we shall besavedfrom wrath tgrough
s for if when we were enemics we were reconciled
God by the death of his Son, much more, hoing re=
led, we shall be saved by His life; and not only so,
but we also joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ,by whom
we bave now received the atonement.” (Rom. v, 8~11))
# As by the offence of one, judgment came apon all men to
tondemnation, even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift
came upon all men unto justification of life; for as by one
man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous ; that as sin hath
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign, through right-
eousness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom.
¥, 18-—20.) “For Christ is the cnd of the law for righteous-
ness to every one that believeth, for Moses describeth the right-
eousness which is of the law, that the man which doeth these
things shal) Jive by them ; but the righteousness which is of
faith speaketh on this wise, that if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God bhath raised Him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved; for with the heart man believeth
unto tighteousness, and with the mouth confession is made
umto salvation: for the Scripture saith, whosoever believeth
ott Him shall not be ashamed; for the same Lord over all is rich
unto all that call vpon Him : for whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall besaved.”” (Rom. x. 4-—13.) “ God was
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, and not inputing
their trospases unto them, for Ile hath made Him to be sin for
us, who kngw no sin, that wo might ba made the righleousness
of G 4o Him.” (2 Cor, v. 10—-21,) Wherefore when He
oameth into the world 1le saith, vacrifice and offering thou
ouldest fiot, but & body hast thou propared me;’ then
llo; “Lo! § vome to do thy will O God,” by
the which will we are sanctified through the offering of
hody of Jowus onco fur all; und overy priost stand-
oth daily ministering, and offering oftentives the same sacri-
fleow, which can never tuke away wins: but this Man, after
1Te had offered one sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down on the
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right hand of God ; for by one offering He hath perfected for

ever them that are sanclified, whereof the Holy Ghost is also

a witness to us, after that He had said before, this is the covenant

that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord; I

will put my law in their hearts, and in their minds will I write

them,* their sins and inignities will I remember no more.

Now, where remission of these is, there is no more offering for

sin.”” (Heb, x.5 —18.) It would be easy to multiply passages,

but they are all included in one, * Behold the Lamb of God

that taketh away the sin of the world.”’ (‘John i, 20.) Jesus put-

ting away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, (Heb. ix. 26.)

making peace by the blood of His cross, and by it re-
conciling all things unto God, both things in heaven and
things on earth, and those who are enemies in their wicked
minds by wicked works, in the body of His flesh through

death, that he might present them holy, unblameable, and unre-
proveable in His sight. (Colos, i. 19, 20.) The whole word
indeed, in its testimony of the Lord Jesus, speaks of Him as
manifesting God as a Saviour ; and it is in the faith of this that
the troubled spirit gets peace; (and it cannot be found else-
where,) it sees the God it feared becoming in His luve te the
sinner the sinner’s Saviour, and thercfore has confidence to-
ward God : for who can doubt if God becomes a Saviour, the
perfectness of the salvation ? its completeness is the soul’s
security ; and faith in it as perfect and complete, gives peace
and instant peace too, It was thus the gospel (which is glad
tidings of great joy to all people, the expression of God’s love
10 sinners, as sinoers,) was received, when it was first believed
on in the world. ¢ Belicve on the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shalt be suved,”” was the Spirit’s reply to the trembling
jailor, and he rejoiced in God, 2Acls xvi, 31—34.) <« Ifthou
believest with all thine heart thou mayest,” was the prompt
answer to the Ethiopian.—¢ 1 beliove that Jesus Christ is the

Son of God,'* was the bappy confession of his saving faith, and
he went on his wny rejoicing ;" (Acts viil, 37—39.) for ¢ who-
soever shall confess that Josus is the Son of God, God dwelleth
in bim and he in God.” (1 John, iv, 15.)

That salvation, then, is utterly irrespective of what we have
been, or what we are, or the measure of sanctity we may attain,
is and must be the conelusion of the beart that trembles at God’s -
word : and oh! its graciousness is beyond all measure—unsought,
and uoconditional love! the cheerful and free gift of Him who
loveth a cheerful giver; the full prouf of a love which nothing but
unbelief can check or resist: for sin cannot ; for what is sin, but
estrangement of heart from, and disobedience to the authority
of Him, who proved by the gift of His Son, to those who were



11

8o estranged and in open rebellion against Him, that though sin
. was reigning unto death, His grace could reign triumphantly
above allsin. The simple fact that “ God commended His love
toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us,”
(Rom, v. 8.) is the proof that nothing but unbelief ¢an hjnder
‘any simner's participation in all the rich blessings God hath to
‘bestow, The Lord Jesus Christ in His suffering and death, is
‘*ﬁuﬂ what God is to sinners, as sinners. God was manifested
n the flesh, and the cross was the end of His work in the flesh,
&tﬁe only thing, desperate as it was, that it could meet the
'#inner’s necessity ; * for without shedding of blood there is no
3 ﬁguiou sin.’ (Heb. viii, 22.) Death had passed upon all
h, {or that all had sinned : death is the wages of sin : death
us the portion of Jesus therefore, as made sin for us. If
."then our cleansing from sin is by the blood of Jesus, if our eter-
nal life in obtained by His death and resurrection, the whole
work of redemption must be His, though it was the Father’s
_ﬁﬂ‘ﬂm gave Him, and the 8pirit's work to give us faithin it :
and ‘N must bo realized by fuith, and faith only, as entirely
the work of another.
Tt ts the blood of Jesus alone that cleanseth from all sin (1 John
%.)~it is by the blood of Jesus alone we have boldness of
access into the Holiest of all (Hcb. x. 19.)—it is by the blood of
Jesus alone who, through the Eternal Spirit, offered Himself
without spot unto God, that our consciences are purged from
dend works to serve the living God. (Heb. ix,) Here then is
our secure our only resting place, the blood of the Holy Lamb,
‘Thé witness of the Holy Ghost is not of Himself, but of Jesus,
to take of the sufferings and glory of Jesus and show them unto
us, not to speak of Himself. If the Spirit beareth witness to
the sinner, it is to show the cross as hissalvation: to the saved
'sinner indeed He reveals glory, far deeper glory in the face of
the crucified one, as well as the glory of the inheritance ; (John
xvi.) but in imparting peace to the conscience, in delivering from
the dread of death and God’s anger, the testimony is one and
wavaried, Jesus delivered for our offences, and raised again for
ulrjumﬁcation s he who believes this, is saved at once and for
over, If hie continue in this faith; and let him come ever so exal-
tad In the evident favour of God, to that must he ever recur for
_j)lqce and salvation, “ for other foundation can no man lay,
W that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.>> |1 Cor. iii. 11.) And
indved this is not merely a pardon given in dependence on fu-
tuM,obedience. Alas! to those who know how their service
is hindered by the heavy bondage of a sinful body, how the
flash aver lusieth against the Spirit, so that they cannot do the
things that they would ; who know that all their obedience,
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while so hindered, is in God's estimate “ unprofitableness,”
because imperfect, (and surely unprofitableness can be no claim
to heaven,) where would be the joy to them? Oh! how would
man pervert God’s liberal and most wondrous grace; how does
he ever try to escape from the full blessing of being saved al-
togother by grace, ia his :fnnranca of that God, who having
not spared His Son, but delivered Him up for us all, will with
Him freely give us all things, {(Rom, viii, 32,}) But what saith
the Lord 2« There is now no condemnation to them that are
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but the Spirit ;
for the law of the Spirit of lifo in Christ Jesus, hath made them
free from the law of sin and death ; for what the law could net
do in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin condemned sin in
the flesh,”” (Rom. viii. 1.) As one with Him who hath died unto
sin once, and over whom death hath no more dominion, the
believer in Him is called on to reckon himself dead indeed unto
sin, but alivo unto God ; as knowing that bis old man is crucified
with im, haptized into His death, and raised with Him again
into nownoss of life, being dead, and therefore freed from sin.
}Rom. vi, 1~7.) Itisin the knowledge of the true position of
reedom into which he is put before God as one with Jesus,
whero He is at the right hand of God, (** because as He is, so
are wein this world,” 1 Johniv. 17.) that he is enabled to
overcome sin in his daily and hourly conflict. 1€ sin is con-
demned in the flesh, which it was in the cross, it is ¢ that the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us who walk not
after the flesh but after the Spirit,”” If our old man is crucified
with Christ, it is that the body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin. 1f we are able through
faith toreckon ourselves dead to sin, and aliva unto God through
Jesus our Lord, it is that sin should net reign in our mortal
bodies, that we should obey it in the lusts thereof. (Rom. vi.
6—12.) Faith in the perfect victory of Jesus over all that was
man's enemy, is the alone power by which we can become
victors too. As to the law also, weak as it was and is in the
flesh, and terrifying ever to the flesh because proving its weak-
ness, what have we to do with it> By it is the knowledge of
sin indeed, but what has the believer to do with it? ¢ he is be-
come dead to the law by the body of Christ, that he should be
married to another, even to Him who is raised from the dead,
that he should bring forth fruit unto God ; for now we are
delivered (rom tbe law, that being dead wherein we were held,
that we shonkl serve in newness of Spirit, not in the oldaess of
the letter.” (flom, vir. 1-—6.) < What then can separate us from
the love of God 2 Neither death, nor hife, ner angels, nor
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‘principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to
cume, Aor height, nor depth, nor any creatuve, shall be able to
p:s from the.love of God which is in Christ Jesus our

‘ {Rom. viii. 35—39.) But more prominently perhaps

sny, another statement of privilege stands, that’ which

it lagguage is so intelligible to all, though experiénced in
puwer by so few ; and itis ¢ that to as many as received
» 80 them gave He power {8 becom  the Sons of God, even

A» many as believed on His name.” (John i, 12.) ¢ Bebold
ﬂ’tt manner of love the Father hath bestowed on us, that we
i:m bo called the Bons of God ; beloved, now are we the

‘of God,” (1 John iii. 1, 2.) ¢ and because we are
#; God sends forth the spirit of His Son into our hearts,
s Ahba, Futher ;3 wherefore we are no more gervants but
novw; aad if sons, then heirsof God through Christ;” (Gal. iv. 6,
7.) ¢ or ua many os are ledby the Spirit’ of God, they are the
Hone of Gedy not recaiving the spirit of bondage again to fear,
Wt the splelt of wdoption, whereby they cry Abba, Father;
the Bpirit bearing witneas with their spirits, that they are the
ebildeen of Guod, and if eluldren, then heirs, heirs of God, and
Joint-heirs with Christ.,’’ (Rom, viii. 14-—17.} It is the freedom
uf this Nappy epirit, abiding in a Father’s love, which alone
com give full power fo serve Him whois love ; and upon this
vouts ail‘the instraction of our Lord, delivering by the power
of that pame ¢ Father,” from every bondage, freeing from
every other master, man, tho world, the flesh, the Devil, and
all the anxious cares of our fearful and dopbting hearts, into
thie buoysucy and therefore energy of spirit by which alone we
e serve in newness of life, being careful for nothing, taking
o thought for the mrortow, with the eyc single in its object,
Mo heart singlein its subjection and service, (Mat. vi, 22—24.)
havigg o master but Christ, no object but His glory, walking
4w the spirit of adoption, having present fellowship with the
Father and His Sén Jesus €hrist that our joy may be full,
% Jobn i, 8, 4.) led by the Spirit of Gud, (ind where the
*ﬁt of the Lord is there is liberty,) abiding in Christ, and
ving as so abiding, His peace and His joy, as He says,
# Peage Lleave with you, my peace I give unto you, (John xiv.
97.) @b these things 1 bave spoken to you that my joy might
w i8 you, and that your joy might be full””  (John xv.
~%%) Vast indeed is the blessedness and glory which the Be~
. llever possoses by oneness with Him * who is the first-born
siwong many brethren,’® who having glorified Ilis Father on
thawerth, received for Hiwself favour and power; and for
thel: the sawe power. ‘¢ All things that the Father hath are
mine’* (John xvi, 15.) ‘¢ All things are yours, for ye ave
B



1

¢

Cbrist's, and Christ is God’s.” (1 Cer. iii. 21—23.) But
wonderful as this grace is, where is it for us butip Jesus ?
how is it ours but by faith in Him ? God hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly placeain Christ. (KEphes.
i. 3.) “Jesus, as humhled, manifested the Father ; and in Him
we learn and see the Father, "&John %vil, 625, 26.) As
raised from the dead, He received the fulness of blessing for
those with whom He becamte one by humiliation ; and faith
in Him as so blessed, realizes snd makes the blessing ours.

He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory, but
he that seeketh His glory that sent Him, the same is true and
no unrighteousness is in him. (Joha vii. 18.) ' Jesus came
to declare the Father and spoke not of Himself, for He was
the Father’s servant. The Holy Ghost is the servant of the
risen man Christ Jesus, and speaks ovly of Him, and not of
Himself,* And whether it be the first entrance into the
sheep-fold by that Spirit’s quickening power, or subsequent
increase in power over the world, the flesh, and the Devil, the
witness is the same, * the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ ; (2 Cor. iv. 4.) and so be-
holding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, changing us into
the same image from glory to glory :* (2 Cor. iii. 18,) and
therefore however mig'htﬂethe work, the object of faithis the
same as to the weakest Believer, Jesus, and all that He has
done—is doing—and will do—and not what He (the Spirit] is
doing in the Believer's heart,

Oh yes ! the heart must love God ere it will serve Him
readily,—it must know His mind and will ere it can serve Him
faithfully in a world where God needs its service, The heart
can only love God as knowing Him where His love is seen—

"in Jesus; it can only serve Him ¢ruly, as knowing Him who
did serve Him faultlessly and faithfully in the same world. All
is the witness of the Spirit ; but Jesus, the exbibiter of the love
,which wins the heart—Jesus, the faithful servant, is that to
which He testifies. J

It is 2 wonderful thing that God should bring the heart of a
poor, proud, self-secking man, into delight with that which is
utterly opposed to every feeling of the flesh ; and how tenderly
and graciously He does it, He does not say “ Giveup the
world—deny  thyself-—crucify your flesh—become abased,’’
that would be hard indeed, though it would be righteous;
and we all know those who have fancied He has so said, and

® In the unity of the Godhead, as Jesus and the Father are one, 8o Jesus and the
Holy Ghost are one, though separate in person and ofice. [/ and my Father are
one, was the testimony of Jesns to this; Christ in you the hope of glory, is the Bpirit’s
_testimony to His oneness with Jeaus and the Father, and by His preseuce the oneness
of the Believer with them.
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théy haVe (ried every self-inflicted penance and monkish
i but the world was loved still, self waa-the only ob
f skalfution theough it all, But Geddoes not deal so
h ), Mo speaks in gentleness, and tells ua of the greatness
#is love in the midst of our alienation aund rebellipn ; tells
wn He loves us, though our hearts are worldly and preud, and
w:kes selfish and base, and wins us by this love, and the

y of Jesus is the story of this love, the proof of God's
® to the sioning man, the ungodly, the prondythe worldly
sn o the proof that sin was not a sufficient barrier to shut out
the love, that it has broken that down, and can now flow un-
¢hecked into the sinful heart, The heart where this is credited
and therefore received, must return an answer of love, and will
kaow, surely know, that God asks nothing from us to prove
gyur fove, but what will secure to us increased and iucreasing
peace and joy. The bolivess of God, His batred of sin and
the world, are all hidden as it were under the bright and beau-
tful display of His grace in the crucified one ; but when the
grace aitracts the eye and heart, (and it is the grace the sinner
wants, fur that alone can be the connecting link between him
and God,) the eye and heart will be fixed on all else that Jesus
was, * the fulness of the Godhead bodily,™ ** the brightness of
the Father's glory, and express image of His person.” Apd
all this He was in the world ; surely this is but little thought
the heart can get its joy and confidence in grace only ; and
where is the grace, but in Jesus bumbled, broken-hearted,
ond crocified ? This is where God has come down to the sinner,
+ il the sinner’s stepping-place to get back to God; the hand
f God stretched out to us in our wretchedness,and lifting us
up again to Himselfand clasping us to His heart,

. In truth there can be o service to God, except by the sweet
$oustraint of love ; * if a man would give all the substance of
&is house for love, it would utterly be contemned ;** (Cant. viii,)
the obedience of Heaven is the obedience of love, for there can
ba potbing but love there ; there is only one will there—obedi-
#des to that will is the unity and barmony of Heaven ; and it
ismot an arbitrary will, but the simple exercise of its own
rightepusness, Self-will is the cause of,all misery, for it is
diswbedience to that which, by its requirements, produces hap-
Piness, and thisis sin; the results of which are elear enough
‘stonnd us in the full tide of misery which is flowing over this

rebellious world, Itis the same power of righteous love which
wles in Heaven, reaching by the Spirit’s presence, the heart

pelf-willed sinuer, that brings it into subjection, and gives

it when it bas the mastery there, the joy of heaven, free-

jog it from its many turbule;t and unrighteous masters,
B



16

and giving it but one, and that one love, for God is
love ; taking away the heart of stone, and giving a
heart of flesh, on which God can write His law, not on tables
of stone, but the fleshly table of the heart ; and that law & love,
for «“ love is the fulfilling of the law,* (Rom, xiii, 8-~10.)
But where is the pattern of this subjection to be seen? butin
Him who could say, Lo | I come to do thy will O God'; thy
Jaw is, within my beart,” " (Heb,x. 7.) What constrained
Him in all His most arduous and wearying service, but love, that
love which is strong as death ; who in His very obedience to
God, united man to God again § for the same law which requir-
ed at His hands unfuiling love to God, equally -demanded the
same unfailing love to His neighbour, The cross was the full
answer to both. ~ Oh blessed, blessed mystery ! the wisdom of
Him whese wisdom is unsearchable ; the power of Him whose
power is omnipotent. 5

The more then this love is known “and shed abroad in our
hearts, by the holy Ghost given unto us,’’ the more constrain-
ed will the heart be to this happy service, because it will thus
judge, ¢ that if one died for all, then were all dead, and that
He died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live
uanto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose
again,” (2 Cor. v. 16.) And oh! where isit thatit will
get daily strength for service, but in tracing the love and the
glory that can be only seen in the Father's righteous Servant,
whose service was bothto the Father and to us; so that every
step so traced, will unravel the depths of that grace which has
given the heart its peace, and assured it of everlasting glory.
Andit is this, it is this, that the Holy Ghost does engrave
day by day, deeper and deeper on the willing heart of the Be-
liever, showing him bis Lord, who though ¢ in the beginning
with God, and Himself God, made flesh, and dwelling amongst
us,’’ limiting the power, wisdom, and glory of His Godhead
into the bounds of helpless infancy ; found in fushion as a babe,
and growing up into the manhoud of man’s sorrows and trials ;
marking the circumstances of evil which surrounded Him from
His birth onwards, and so the untiring love which could not
be overcome by those circumstances, but which shone the
brighter, and showed its depth the more, s it was scorned and
trampled on, while pressing on in its might through them all
to finish that work, which alone could meet the necessities of
the sinner—the shedding of the blood of the Innocent One.
1t is not the cross only, but the character of the evil, which in
its power overwhelimed the Latb of God, and the unconquered
compassion which ever shone forth from Him on the darkness
whichsurrounded and wonld have quenched it,—Theevery day’s

£
Y
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pitylng sndurance of the contradiction of sinners dgainst Him.
; 8veh to the moment when the readiness of His heart to
ulsan ‘was seen in the prompt reply of forgiveness to him who
d ovon reviled Him during His bitterest agony on the cross.
mpare Mat, xxvii, 24, with Luke xxiii. 43.) It is this

.thut shows the depth of the love, alove that existed ever, a
.‘jﬂo that ordained the vietim, (1 Pet.i. 20.) that gave the
viotim, and that victim His only Son (John iii, 1) toand for
those who hated and disregarded both the giver and the gift.*
And itis in the heart’s unhesitating assurance, that the service
‘of Josus wasbut to manifest the Father, that * the man of
aurrows,” was the fulness of the Godhead bodily ; so that His
words and acts were but the words and acts of the unseen
Pather, that givea to thig lovo its enduring character ; *for
though no man hath seen tho Pather at auy tim, the only
egoiton Bon, which in iu the bosom of the Father, He hath
bolared Bim* * He that bath scen me hath scen the
Father,'* « J and my Father aroone ;* so that indeed he who
dulightn to truce the steps of Jesus in this grief-stricken world,
will see in every step the holiness, the moral glory, and the love
of the unseen God, made manifest to him ina form that he
can spprehend.  And what was Jesus in the world >—a man
in whose mouth there were no reproofs; who gave to all
liberally and upbraided not; who in surrowing remonstrance
said, ** Ye will not come unto me that ye might have life;”
who checked the anger of His followers with *Ye know not
what manner of spirit ye are of, the Son of Man isnot come
o destroy, but to save men’s lives;** 1 came not to judge the
world, but that the world, through me might be saved ;** whose
voice was not heard in the streets ; who quenched not the
smoking flax, nor broke the bruised recd; who said, when
smitten, ¢“if 1 have done evil, bear witness of the evil; but
if well, why smitest thou me?” ¢ Father forgive them for
.they know what they do ! Oh yes, it is knowing-God in
iésus, in all the exquisite detail of His most dignified, yet
riondescending love, alove that eould, and that did, descend
to-the depths of degradation and shame, to minister its sweet
consolation to the wretchedness of its ubject ; that came into

# 1t Is not, a3 some suppo~e, that the necessity of the sacrince ot Jesus is lesscned
ly the wasertion hete made, that God loved us as sinuers, and that the sactilice was
Pt the provf of that luove  No, but I wounld say, that while nothung but the com-

# drasure of every charge, the cleanstug trom all sin, could buug the maner back

wd, even with boldncs o the hottest of all, yet that 1t was a pnevivus, ex-
hﬁlll!”. aud self-existing love, wlnch expressed aiselt to the sinner it loved, in the
y&y Wway the sinsier needed 3t; by giving Liim that which woul | answer his necess-

\led 10 the fall—a Savivur's blood that conld cleanse him fiom dus sins, and thos give
Bl # suare thitle of admission nto the Holy paradise of God’s preseuce, God loved
the sluner, and therefore foond hum the saciitice he necded : and oh! God so loved
#ha slnaer, that He spared not His well beloved Son to be that sacrifice.

Pt
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a world ofsin and sorrow, notto be ministered unto, but to
minister ; to he the lowest and the poorest; to be associited in
sympathy, and in actual fellowship with the most needy, and
despised of men—the Leper, the F’nblicau, and the Samaritan ;
‘ giving His back to the smiters, His cheeks to them that
plucked off the hair,” *“ that He might be made perfact
through suffering ; learning obedience by the things that He
saffered,” in taking partin all our suffering, that when perfect-
ed in His lesson of love, He might bea sympathising inter-
«essor for those, whose companion in sorrow lle had become,
¢ having compassion on the ignorant, and sach as are out of the
way, seeing that He Himself was compassed by infirmity.”
It isin this, the weakness of Jesus, the poverty of Jesus, the
deptbs of poverty both of spirit and ef circumstance, that shows
us how far His love can reach, and what that love would do to
bless its object, and shows us God; for God was the love,
Jesus was God. And 1 would add, as one of the important
parts of the foundation on which I desire to raise my super-
structure of obedience, that it is not only the expression of
God’s love to the sinner that is to be seen in the humbled Jesus,
though itis that to the full ; but that flis humiliation was
God’s glory, * Father I have glorified thee on the earth,” and
therefore as humbled and despised of men, ¢ giving the light
of the knowledge of the Father’s glory,” into the conformity
to which the Spirit changesthe Believer  from glory to glory :*
and yet more than this, that He was an outcast wauderer,
“ having no where to lay His head,” that He could call His
own while in the world, is the praof of the entire absence of
all association between God and the world, except in the pity
of God. If Jesus was the faithful exhibiter of the mind of
God, the mind of God can give no association with the world,
for Jesus had none. He had with its sorrows and necessities,
for He came into them to share them, and to learn what they
were by becoming one with us in them, hut its pride, its power,
its riches, its honour, its habits, its pursuits, what were they to
Him? the answer to this, is the proof of what they are in the
estimate of truth. If there had been good in any of them He
would have taken part with them : but how wasit? He was
in the world as ““the Truth,” the true light *shining in the
midst of the darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not.”
All that refused assoeiation with Him, did but give proof of
its darkness and falsehood, and this was what the world did.
All therefore, all that tle was separate from, (if not sanctioned
by His word,) was marked by that separation as ungodly.

It is upon the strong ground, then, of the soul's present and
perfected salvation by the blood of Jesus, that | stand to meet
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the tieal question of following Him in separation from all
avil; 48 made even now by His gratuitous grace, free and ready
to serve Him in love ; as having but one object, that of showing
h'His praises in the world that rejected and still rejects
» wnd in which alone a testimony against evil can be re-
3 there will be no singularity in the confession of the
wiinve of Jesus in Heaven ; none will be ashamed of Him or His
wordy there ; He will be fully glorified and admired there.
But it is here ““ip this present evil world,”” in the midst of a
trooked and perverse people, that the sinner separated by the
blood of the Eamb to all blessing, is called on to stand forth
and declare how * Jesus gave Himself for us that He might
redeem us from all imquity, and purily unto Himselfa peculiar
people zealous of gond works.,” (Titus ii. 14.) And almost
overy subsequent argument must rest on this, for it is the basis
of trath, and may ho put in 0 few words ¢ That the sinner is
saved by aopararion to Jesus, and therefore, from the world,
That the Lord Jesus is his ONLY patiern and example.  That
the word spoken by the Lord Jesus is his oNLY authority (for
the word of the Spirit by the Apostles does but confirm that}
inevery act, That the face of Jesus bowed doiwn und covered
with shame and reproach is Iis glory. The voice of Jesus
calling him to follow Him in shame, his joy. And that the
power thus controtling him is love, aad love only inthe Spirit's
iwitness of Jesus, us giving* Himself for us, that he might pu-
vvy us to Himself in a service of love for ever,
: # would postpone for a little, any consideration of theevil cha-
refer of a warlike service, and meet the direct subject before
on a ground, which I know must go like a ploughshare over
the ficld of many a Christian’s position in life; not naval and
military Christians only, or ministers of Christ, (though this is
by fur the worst and saddest feature of the evil,) but others,
who unfettered by the difficulties which commissions of autho-
ity from the world must ever pat around those who are its
s@'vants, are yet bound to it in all that gives it power over the
human heart,—its powers, its distinctions, its honours, and its
Hehes, 1 ask what makes one man an object of envy to another,
but his worldly distinction ? the pussession of a something that
Vﬂlfive him a sway over the natural mind. Innumerable are
the degrees of this pre-eminence of one above another ; but that

f &3 the bridegroom of the Chmch He left Hie Father and His glory, to seck and
dustined bride iu the nidst of her poverty and sorrow, that <he might share
W His thsone and inhenitance. He gave Humso[f tor hur (Ephes. v.) with
# Jovat, that the nccessity of submission to shame and death could not check. And
whit r& Hix word to that bnde 2 * Heatken, O daughter, and consider, aud inchine
thine enry forget also thine vwn people, and thy iather’s honsc, so shall the king
euntly desire thy beanty, for He 1sthy Luid, and worship thou Hum."” (Psalm. xiv.)
wrsnke all and follow e,

5
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one striking word, (and it cannot be too often quoted,) condemns
them altogether, without any distinetion, or care about man’s
plea of expediency. ¢ That which is highly esteemed among
men is abomination in the sight of God,”’~~Riches werethe direct
subject of the Lord’s condemnation in this passage. ““The
Pharisees derided Him being covetons,’ but it surely includes
every thing that man esteems ; avery thing contained in that
compreheusive word, ¢ pride of life,"’-—* allthat is in the world,
the lust of the flesh, the Just of the eye, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father but of the world ; aud if any man love the
warld, the love of the I'ather is uot in him.** (1 Jobn ii, 15, 16.)
Naval rank, that is worldly rank, or authority from the
power of this world, is estimable to the natural wan, and an
ohject of ambition ter the sinful beart, and therefore * an abomi.
vation in the sight of God.”” The writer cannot shut his eyes
to the fact, that his rank (and it might have been greater, but
for the Lord’s sake,) is an ohject of ambition to many ; he
knows also that it is sought after by thousands, who in the
fixedness of their hearts upon it as a prize to be laboured for,
have no thought of the glory of the kingdom of Jesus, for their,
hearts are pre-occupied by this ; and he knows too, that in itself
it would give a man a place in worldly society that he might
have no hereditary claim to: and what does all this prove? but
that it is estimable to the heart of the man whose heart does
not rise above this world of sin, because of its value in the
world ; and that if the word of God is true, as far as it has this
character, itis abomination to God. 1 would repeat what 1
have before said, and who can gainsay it ? the world in all its
principles (and they are unchangeable in character, though
they may and do increase in strength,) and God have met; the
Word was made flesh, the world was tried, and what God
thought of it and its pride, has been made known to us in what
Jesus was. He was set at nought. (Mark ix. 12.) He took
upon Him the furm of a servant, and was made of no repu-
tation. (Philipp. ii. 7.) He was miuistered to of the substance
of others ; had no where to lay His head. Indeed all is com-
prised in one word, one wonderful word, He was despised of
men, He was man’s scorn, the world knew Him not, this, this
is the true story of man’s pride and iguorance. Jesus was
despised of men, and who will say that He did not tread the
pathway of blessing ? doing always those things which pleased
the Father,”” showing in every step what man should be in a
world that hated Gud in its thoughts and ways ; and he alone
that follows Him thus, can kunow the meaning of that word
¢ therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him,
not.”” (1 Johniii. 1.) The way Jesus glorified theFather on the .
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earth, is the only true way of glorifying the Fathier on the earth,
(1 speak mot of the cross, Lie spoke this word before his passion,
John xvii. X.) The pathway He trod in the world, is the path-
way of rectitude of service to God in the world. “{le went
before us,” leaving us an example that we should follow His
steps, and a referencé to the authoritative word ¢ Follow me,"*
will show how He ever used it in connection with suffering and
shame, ¢ Ifany man serve melet him follow me.  Whosoever
loveth bis life shall lose it, whosoever hateth his life shall keep
it unto life eternal.’” (John xii. 25, 28.) Aund above all ¢ He
that saith he abideth in Him, ought himself so to walk, even as
He walked.” (1 John ii, 6.) It is just according tothe faithe
fulness and truth with which the disciple of Jeans follows his
Lord, that he answers the purpose of God regarding him in the
world ; even that he should show forth Fis prases, * who
called him out of darkness into His warvellous light." (1 Pet.
it. 9.) “As longas | amin the world, I am the light of the
world,” is the word of Jesus ; but when leaving it, and ascend-
ing up where he was before, He said to His disciples ¢ As the
Father hath sent me, sosend | you,” *Ye are the light of the
world,” leaving them to occupy the position He had occupied,
witnesses for God, declaring the Father, as He hud done, in a
world that knew Him not ; (as He said, < O righteous Father,
the world hath not known thee, but | have known Thee, and
these have known that Thou hast sent me ; and 1 have declared
unto them Thy name, and will declare it, that the love where-
with Thou hast loved me, may be in them, and 1 in them,”)
knuwing the Father in the 8on, and in following the Son, de-
claring the Father to the world ; walking in the light as He is
in the light, and having fellowship one with another 3 (1 John
i. 7.) separate from all that is dark and unclean, and by that
" separation and the blessings attending it, and that alone, (for
the world cannot understand the love of Holiness and light for
: its own sake,) giving a livinz, practical, and intelligible testi-
mony of what God thinks of it ; and so leaving those who love
darkness rather then light, because their deeds are evil, en-
tirely without excuse. And need 1 say, that if fullowing
Jesus iu separation from all that He was separated from, is
doing the will of the Father, thatit must give present bless-
ing; the pathway of obedience must be the pathway of joy.
lévery step the Belicver takes in following his Lord, 1s bat
ecing himselffrom servitude to some cruel task-master, and
getting him in the full liberty of a son.  ‘The aching lieart, the
restlessness of pursuit afier something in this world, the want
of abiding peaceand joy in almost every professed disciple of
Jesus we meet, does but tell us of their disobedience, as He
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said, - if ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my
love, as | have kept my Fathers commandments and abide in
His love; these things I have spoken wmito you, that my joy
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full’’ (John
xv. 10,11.) Love peace, joy,}; holiness, patience with, ard
therefore mastery over evil circumatauces, are practical bless«
ings, and understood in some way by afl who have them not,
and they are all the abiding privilege of the Believerin Him
who is raised out of the world and death, to the right hand
of the Father, and in the‘pussession of them ulone can there be
a true witness for God. Thisis light, God's light, and will
prove to those who are in sorrow and disquietude, slaves to
evil passions and wants which are never satisfied, that they
are so because they are ¢ Children of disobedience,”” Oh yes,
freely as we are saved, yetisit as solemna truth, that where
that free love is received in power, to follow Jesus is the de~
sire of the beart ; and every step that leads on into His separ-
ateness from the world and its darkness, will lead on too inte
His peace and joy ; and thougb bringing poverty, shame, and
tribulation from without, as surely bringing the light of God’s
countenance, which will put gladnessinto the heart far more
than when the corn and wine increased. Jesus kept the
Father’s commandments, and in doing so abode in his love, and
was “ the light of the world.” Just as far as we fullow him,
shall we abide in the same love, (“That the love wherewith
thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them,””) and be
as He was, the * light of the world.”

Aud where can the separation be made between the light
and darkness which is in the world short ofthis ? God calls
the world, and all that belongs to it, darkness—*a land of
darkness as darkness itself and of the shadow of death, with-
out any order, and where thelight is as darkness® (Job x. 22.)
—and it is out of this the Believer is declared to be delivered
into the kingdomof Gud's dear Son. (Colos. i.13.) *Ye
were sometimes darkness, now are ye light in the Lord,'* and
therefure are they called *to walk as children oflight,-to
prove what is acceptable unto the Lord, and to have no fellow-
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather to
reprove them, (Ephes. v.8—11) fur God is light, and in
Him is no darkness at all, if we say we have fellowship With
Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not the truth.
(1 Jobn i. 5,6,) The knowledge of this light is only by the
Spirit’s testimony to Jesus, as “a reproach of menand de-
spised of the people.”® (Psalm xii. 6.) ‘¢ God who commanded
the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
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of JesusChrist, - The true light was mauifested fully in Jesus,
bat. He wae in this world. ‘T am the light of the

gy e that followeth me shall not walk in darkuess, but
% thelight of life.”  (John viii. 12.) 1t ig. not «1
‘smthelight ofH'eaven.” as men practically judgoof Him, but the
bt of she world, on which He trod, and on which we are
w.ireading, As 30 manifest 1o the world, and in the flesh,
@ 'was, and is, man’s light in the world of darkness that sin
has brought himto, “In Him was life, and the life was the
AigM of men, aud the light shineth in dagkness, and the dark-
ness somprehendeth it not ;' (John k.4, 5.) and this was,
#hie s, and ever wjll be the condemoation, ** that Jight is come
inse the world, mﬁ men love darkoess rather than light be
saung their deeds ure evil, fur every one that dueth evil hateth
the Nght, velgher cumeth 1o the light, lest his deeds should be

oved ; but bo that deeth trath cometh to the light, that

- i deads may be. made munifost that they are wrought in
Gody (John Wl 10—21,) (this indecd is the explanation of
tha seeret, the meluctancy of the flesh to give up its evil deeds,
itw worldiiness, ease and pride,) and oh, how overwhelming is
its_condemnation on the Church now. But if God’s word is
09 unmeaning thing, there is no escape from the solemn truth
before asserted, condemning as itisto all around us. Al
that the Lord Jesug was not, or did not give sanction to by His
,word, is darkness, or He is no true light in the world ; if He
had distinction, hogosr, power, riches, rank, or anything else
which is of the world, then His possession of them would be

. God’s sanction to them as light, and not darkuess ; if not, then
_just a8 much as man is counected with these things, is he walk-
~ing in darkness, and hipdering God's glory, and falling short
.of His gracious purpose in the church, thatit should be ‘*the
. lightof the world.”” ¢ Ye adulterers and adulteresses ! saith
the Lord, know ye not that the friendship of the wurld is
qnmity with God ; whosvever therefore will be a friend of the
world, is the enemy of God.”” (James iv.4.) «If any men
&“70 the world, the Jove of the Father is not in him, for all that
18 in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and
she pride of life, is net of the Father, but of the world, and the
world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that doveth
sshe will of God abideth for ever.” (1 Johnii, 15, 16.) Be
-wnol . conformed to this world, butbe ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, (Rom. xii. 2.j—and that the separation
.Aromdt in the Believer ought to beas complete as in his Lord
anel Masger, (for be is called to walk even as He walked,) is
equally affirmed by the word gf trath, *“ marvel not ifthe world
hate you, it hated me before it hated you, if ye were of the
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world, the world would love his own, but ‘because ye are not of
the world but [ have chosen you out of the world, therefore
the world hateth you, remember the word that I said uato you
the servant is not greater than His Lord ; ifthey have per
secuted me they will also perseonte you,.if they have kept my
saying, they will keep yours alse* (Jobn xv. 18—20.)
and “ They arcnot of the world, even as I am not of the world,”
(Jobn xvii, 16.) is His word to the Father concerning those
given to Him, as thongh that, and thatalose, could satisfy his
heart—-even as I am not of the world. And oh whereis the
faithful love to the despised and outenst Lord, that will be
sensitive in its dreud of allying itself with anything that despised
Him, where is the fellowship with Him in spirit now, that will
give to us His estimate of the world around us?  Alas! where
is it ? 1t isindeed in feebleness both of faith and love, that the
writer of this desires to follow Him, whois the light of the
world, in humiliation, though in true glory, * geing forth unto
Him without the camp, hearing the reproach, having here no
continuing city, butseeking one to come,” (Heb. xiii. 11—14.)
and having fellowship only with those who are walking in
the light ; but love has tanght himh to count the cost, and in
truth he cansay, it is sufficient for him that he be as his
Master ; how then ean ho retain a commission of authority,
when the source of its power is the darkness of the world?
God knoweth it is not in harshness, or delight in judgment, but
in love and in truth that this is said. There are but two
channels of authority, the power of the world, aud Christ by
the Spirit ; the first for the world, the last for the church the
kingdom of Heaven on earth, If 1 were ofthe world, it would
be well that 1 should hold up the former; if the grace of my
God hath translated me out of it into His kingdom, to be led
of the Spirit is not only my privilege, but 1 should err in
holding power from another. As a disciple of Jesus, my
authority, if I have any, must be from Him and by the - Holy
Ghost. But while I say this, 1 would be understood as not
speaking evil of dignities, but as most distinctly and reverently
acknowledging ¢ the powers that be, to be ordained of God,”
even as anointed of the Lord; and most humbly would I
submit to them in all things where their vested authority
reaches ;* and may God in His mercy guard me from the evil

* 1 say, where their authority reaches, it is not obeying them in the Lord, to
submit to them in that over which God hath given them no coutrol; and it is beinyg
a traitor to them, iustead of good and obedient subjects, to ncknowledge their power
over the things of the Spirit_of God, over which “God hath given them nowe. The
church is ruled by the Holy Gliost, not by kings or nobles ; snd that man assaredly
discerns udt the things of the Spirit of God, whu will declare his ofice to be held of
the latter, and not of the former, in what he may please to call & church, |
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spirit of insubordination now so prevalent on all sides. [do
bolleve, even as the word teaches, that kings and magistrates
rule by the power and grace of God, and not of the people ; that
ol power 18 of God, and that we are called to be subject not
only rwrath, but also for conscience sake,” (Rom. xiii. 5.)
But still, 1 would boldly assert, that *a christian king,” or
“ ghristian magistrate,” are unscriptural titles for any one to
sawume. A king, orany one possessing worldly power, may bea
.ohristian, as saved by faith in the Lord Jesus ; (and we know
that very many have becn and yet are) but the very first act
of true obedience ar.d discipleship in any one so believing, would
be to give up the power and authority they possess. © The word
of the Lord is very clear, “Ye know that the princes of the
Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they thatare great
exercise aathority upon them, but it shall not be so among
you; but whosoever will be great among you let him be your
' minister, and whosoever will be chief among you let him be
your servant ; even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered
unto, hut to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.”’
(Matt. xx, 26—28.j < It shall not be so among you,” saith
the Lord; and, ° Ifa man love me he will keep my words ; he
that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings, and the word which
ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent me.”” (John
xlv, 21~24.) Such titles and offices then are surely only
avowals of disobedience without shame, and confessions too both
of want of love and understanding of God’s frue glory in Him
who was among us o8 *“ Fim that serveth,””  But as I know there
in auch difieulty in approhending aright the path of the follow-
ars of Jgsus in this matter, ns apparently involving contradie-
tiug, § will strive tg explain it in the light in which my own
ufeid: eos it, not forgetting that a christian is indeed altogether
w eontradiction to the natural mind, when he is a true and faith-
ful one—** As deceivers and yet true, as unknown and yet well
known, as dying and behold we live, as sorrowful yet always
rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing and
yot ;pousessing’ all things.”” (2 Cor. vi. 8,9.)
* (lod once guverned a nation—the nation He had chosen to
sHimsolf out of all the nations of the earth ; but they asked of
Him a king, * that they might be like the other nations of the
searth, and that their king might judge them, and go qut before
them and fight their battles ;’ (1 Sam. viii. 20.) and the Lord
answored them by Samuel, saying, ¢ Hearken unto the voice of
the e in all that they say unto thee, for they have not re-
Jected thee, but they have rejected me that I should not reign over
them,"  And this is again repeated by Samuel, ¢ s it not wheat
barvest to-day ? I will call unto the Lord, and He shall send
c
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thunder and rain, that ye may perceive and see that your wick-
edness is great which ye have done in the sight of the Lord, in
asking yeu a king.” *(L Sam, xii. 17.) Saul, as the king so
given, represents, according to the word of the Lord, (1 Sam.
viii. 11.) power entrusted to man, who failing in obedience to
God, of nccessity micuses the power; which is more fully
shown in Daniel’s image, the power of which is as distinctly
stated to be of God’s appointment as that of Saul ;—to the one
itis said, the Lord hath anvinted thee to be captain over flis
inheritance ; (1 Sam, x. L) to the other, through its head
Nebuchadunezzar, * Thon, O king, arta king of kings, for the
God of keavemw hath given thee a kingdom, power, strength, and
glory ; and wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts
of the field, and the fouls of heaven hath He giveun into thine
hand, and made thee raler over them all” (Dan, ii. 37.) Al
power now is constituted with the same authority, for it is part
of that image. I tie former instance the forfeiture of blessing
by subjection to unrighteous wan as Gud's delegate, instead of
God Himself, was hardly Xoown ere the triumph of God’s
abounding grace was kuown too, (even as it was in the fall of
Adaw,) in the raisiog up ot David to represent God’s purposed
king of righteousness : so in the latter, the vision which declared
the power vested in Nebuchaduezzar, predicted the coming of
Jesus in power to overthrow it, and establish in its place His
own throne of peace acd equity 3 ¢ fur He that ruleth over men
wmust be just, raling in the foar of God”” (2 Sam, xxiii, 3.)

As in Saul we hiave the tyye of ail earthly power—its consti-
tution and its misuse, i3 put away by David ; so in David, du-
ring the life of Saul, bave we a beautifal, explicit, and most
instructive figure of all that Joesus subsequently was in the
world, in Ihs submission to its power, though it tred Him
under foot; and of course, thercfure, the ouly true pattern
for a believer in faithiuluess of serviee 10 Jesus,  David was
God’s Kking in Isracl during the life of Saul-—anointed for
the same throre on which he sat; but his royalty was in
abeyance till the iniquity of Saul was full. Al that were
in distress, and discontented, and in debt, followed him,
(beautiful predictien of the grace of Jesus) and they dwelt
on the rocks of the wild goats, angd in the wilderness ;—
hunted as partridges to the mountains, hated by Saul, because
he knew the kingdom was given to David, (1 Saw. xxiii, 17.)
though he was ever found to confess his righteousness and sub-
wission, saying, “Theu art more righteous thaw |, for thou
bast rewarded me goed, whereas I bave rewarded thee evil !
(1 Sam. xxiv. 17.)  And in this we sce the true secret of the
hatred which the powers of this world must ever have to the
disciples of Jesus, where they are faithful j—they well know
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Yiow submissive and peacezble is their eonduct (where they are
true diaciples, I mean not the political disturbers of this day) 3
hat, if they ure separate from the world, they sre giving a tes-
_timany to the fact (and in scparation only can éhey do so) that
they belung to a kingdom which will destroy and supplant all
“present power— hat the true David’s kingdom will assuredly
ghmnml smiteevery existing kingdomto powder, so that they will
ha earried away as chaffbefore the wind on the summer threshing-
floge (Dan, ii. 35—44.)—that ¢ the kingdoms of this world will
Yoeome the kingdoms of our Lord and of is Christ, and He
shall reign for everand ever’’—and that they cannot beinany way
associnte with that which their Lord is to destreg. »The con-
duct of David to Saual, and his position in the world during
Baul’s reign is the belicver’s pattern, heeause it was the position
and conduet of Jesus.  Ile was born King of the Jews, « To
sit upon the throne of His father David, and rule over the
the house of Jacoh for ever,?* (Matt, i, 2.) He was driven to
Egypt beeause of Herod®s wrath against Him, for this testimony
of the wise men concerning 1lim. (Luke ii. 32, 33.) The
children of Betblehem were slain for the same reason. (Matt,
ii, 3—16.) He offered Hiniself to the nation, in fulfilment of
the prophecy of Zecharizh, as their king; and was re-
ceived and owned by the bahes to whom it was the
Father’s will that these things should be revealed, while they
were hid from the wise and prudent who rejected Him. (Matt.
xxi. 15, 16. e was charged with this crime before Caesar’s
servant, and it was the plea which reached his heart, *¢ [f thou
let this man go, thou art not Casar’s friend ; whosoever maketh
himself a king speaketh against Cwesar?” (Jobn xix. 12.) It
was the acknowledgment of Jesas, when He witnessed His good
confession, ** Art thou a king then ? thou sayest that, 1am a
Ring, but now is my kingdom not from hence.” (John xviii.
36, 37.} He vas mocked for this confession with the purple
robe and crown of thorns.  He was crucified as the king He
avowed [limself to be; and it was the unchangeable super-
seription of the representative of the worldly power that cruci-
'fied Him, *¢ Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” And yet
it was to this very power that had usurped His kingdom, that
He ever gave unresisting submission,  He acknowledged it to
be of God ; « for all power is of God, and the powers that be
are ordained of Ged.”” He said to Pilate, who arrogated power
to himselfin condemaing Ilim, ¢ thou couldest have no power at
all arainst me except it were given thee from above,”” Like
David of old, Hesaid, ¢ The Lord judge between me and thee,
and the Lord avenge me of thee, but iny hand shall not be upon
‘thee ;" as saith the proverb of the ancients, ¢ wickedness pro-
c2
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ceedeth from the wicked, hut mine hand shall got be upon thee."
{1 Sam. xxiv, 12, 13.) Cusar held the commission God gave
to Nebuchadnezzar ; so do all the powers of the world now.
Nebuchadnezzar was the persecutor of the Jews, —Caesar the
destroyer of Jesus; and cver since, where they have followed
the steps of Jesus, the destruyer of the saints too. It
is only because they do not stand forth as claimants of the
kingdom that is to come, which, in its coming, will break in
pieces and consume all these kindomns, that they have ceased to
be obnoxious to the pride of the world ; for while they are as-
sociate with it in its pride, they are avowing, as significantly as
they can, that it is t;;ood enough for the child of God, and not
contrary to the mind of God.

. The pathway of the saint, if he would follow Him who is the
light of life, and not walk in darkness, is marked with the
most careful accuracy in the New Testament ; it points to Jesus
(though unrighteously used by man,) to beof God and submitted
though unrighteously used by man, to be of God and submitted
to it ; so then must Ilis disciple. ¢ Render therefore to Cuesar
the things that are Coesar’s.’” ¢ Let every soul be subject to
the higher powers, for there is no powerbut of God; the
powers that be are ordained of God; whosoever therefore
resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God ; and they
that resist shall receive to themselves condemnation; wherefore
ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for con-
science sake ; for, for this cause pay ye tribute also, for they
are God’s ministers attending continually upon this very thing;
render therefore to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is
due, custom to whom custom, fear to whom feur, honour to
whom honour.”” (Rem, xiii, 17.) ¢ Bubmit yourselves to every
ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as
supreme, or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him
for the punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of them that
do well, for so is the will of the Lord, that with wellduing ye
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men,” (1 Peter ii, 13—
15.) Again, ¢ 1 exhort that supplicatious, prayers, intercessions,
and giving of thanks, be made for all men, for kings, and all
that are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and honesty.” (1 Tim. ii. 12.) And, it
should not be forgotten, that at the time this unresisting sub-
mission to human ordinances was enforced, power was almost
invariably used in unrighteonsness, and for the destruction and
harassment of well doers ; bnt the same obedience was required
to the power of Nero, because given him by Gud, as to that of
Theodosius, though the former was exhausted in croelty against,
the latter in behalf of those called on thus to submit., Surely
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then, except in cases where obedieuce to such authority would
be disvbedience to Jesus, resistarice and insubjection can ba
no other than sin against God. But while the word of God
is 80 authoritative in its demand of subjection to this world’s
power, and so explicit inthe examples given tous, it in no
rlace recognizes a Believer’s conuection with itin its power.
t says, * submit’’—be subject’’;— render tribute,” speaking
to them not as in authority but service, exceptin the three
special relations of Father, Husband, Master; it carefully
legislates for them in these offices, but never as kings, or ma-
gistrates, or as holding any authority in the world ; and so
most clearly infimates, what every day’s experience proves,
the impossibility of acting as a christian in any other circum-
stances of authority whatever, except in the church.* The
instant a man acts as a delegate of the proud power of this
world, lie must surely cease to act as g christian, (though he
may be one,) or what is the meaning o?his Lord, ¢“it shall not
be 5o with you,’ ¢ he that humbleth himself shall be exalted —
but he that exalteth himself shall be abased 3>’ and, 1 am
among you as He that serveth.””  Oh surely, if Jesus was the
image of true glory, and He was the lowest, without power,
taking upon Hun the form of a servant, it can be no other than
“the pride of life,”” which is not of the Father but of the
world, not toseek like Him to be powerless and abased too.
But what is the power of magistracy, whether that of king as
supreme, or of others appointed by him, but the authority of
thelaw ? and liow can a christian punish any one with the
rigour of the law ? he stands to the world as his Master did,
in grace ; ¢ the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth

® Alas ! the leart of him who is zealons for his Lord’s honour must faint within
bim when he thinks of the character and conduct of the large wass of people in this
country, who have separated trom the national religious establishment, becanze of its
ecclesiastical connection with the power and honours of the world, and whose watch-
word is, “ my kingdom is not of this world,” and yet have raised, almost corporately,
throughout the country, that unhallowed ery ** civil and religioas liberty,”” associating
themselves with Socinians, inndels, and prodigates, for the attainment of distinetion,
or privileges, or what they call their rights in the wotld.  What is civil liberty 7 what
ave eivil rights 2 but something, it litte matters what, to be attained in this blood-guilty
and condeumned world. O what then is declarea by this eager pursuit, but that it
their claims and treasure are in the world, their hearts must be so too ; it is & vain thing
to preach and declare that we glory in the cross of Chiist, which has crucitied the world
unto n4, and us unto the workd, when “the repeal of the test and corporation acts’’
. aad rveformed pyriiaments are the objects of our pursuit, To be members of a
worldly body, 1o have a vote in sending men to a worldly legislature, is this the prize
of onr calling 7—This was not the joy of Jesus, for which he endured the cross apd
despised the shame; and ought our hopes to rest short of His? if we are begotten
agaim, is it not to alively hope of an inheritance which is inconuptible, undetiled,
and anfading, to be attained on the passing away of present things? aud can we be
idly contending for the sinful and foolish privileges of a siuful wiid tonlich worlil, it
we hive the Spirit of Jesus ? it is a fearful and anxions thoughty but sweely sueh are:
of the world, and therefore the workd can league with asd love them: and they
are combating for the world, and they will doubtless bave it; but is iU uot all

they will have 7

.
c 3
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came by Jesus Christ.”” <“1Te was jfull of grace and trath ;»
and no man is a witness for Jesus to the world that uses penal
power at all, fur He did not, and does not yet; when the
woman was brought to Him taken in adultery, His judgment
was, ‘“ neither do I condemn thee, go andsio no more;*’ and
this must be the word of His servant. It is said, that thisis
well in his private characteras a christian, but he hasa duty
to perform to his country ; what country ? surely he has a
duty to perform to lis country, but it is to that to which he
alone belongs,—*¢a better country, even a heavenly,’ The
often urged plea, what then would the world do ifall were to
feave itso ? needs but little answer,—all will not leaveit so.
““The gate is very straight aud the way unto life very narrow,
and but few find 1t ;** and alas! the world will always be well
cared for, till it is judged at the appearing of Jesus ; but if it
were not so, is the vame of christian so immaterial, and its pri-
vileges soslight, that this character can be given up for one
that may be found better suited to the world's necessities ? is
the royalty of this world of greater worth than the inheritance
and royalty of Jesus, in which the Believer is made joint-heir
with Him, that the principles of His kingdom ave to be given
up to the principles and offices of carthly kingdoms? Surely if
a principle is wrong for a christian in a cottage, it must be ou
a throne, The will and character of God, to which the Be-
liever is predestinated to be conformed, are unchangeable ; no
circumstance of man’s necessity—the poor and but little truly
comprehiended necessities of this world can slter them.  If God
" requires obedience, what matter the world’s necessities ? far,
far better would it be for God to be obeyed, though the world
were ruined by the obedience. Ol yes! we mustobey the
the word and trust God ; shatting our eyes in all the hardihood
of faith, to cousequences ; we are called to obey, not to give heed
to consequences ; if the little net of obedience I am now ad-
vocating were the key that unlocked the whirlwinds for the
world’s destruction, | would obey, full well knowing who it is
that upholdeth all things by the word of llis power,

But besides all this, the world is ignorant of trath, and a
christian’s testimony is for its instruction ; he is called on to
act at all times and under all circnmstances in this character,
that the world may seein the church the value and -blessing
of that kisgdom which is righteousness, peace, and joy in the
Holy Gliost, Heis charged to forgive seventy times seven;
when smitten on one cheek, to turn the other—not to resist
evil—a witness of grace, that o provocation can turn into law ;
how then can a christian use the law against a transgressor ?
The law of the laud regulates its punishment according to the
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offence, and whether chief or lesser magistrate, he is but the
administrater aud servant of the law ; if an offender is_brought
before him and proved guilty of any offence, he is a faulty ser-
vant ifhe does not, with all the rightesus rizour of the law
entrusted to him, turn a deaf ear to every cry for merey ; God’s
law neversubmitted to mercy ; it was satisfied, with all its
“iuexorable demands, by the blood of Jesus, The law must be
weak and the minister faulty if the punislient is not laid to
tHe uttermost on the guilty ; and how then cana christian serve
his Master which isin heaven, who says, ¢ forgive as ye are
forgiven > (Matt, xviii. 21 to end.) and his Master on earth,
who says, ¢ punish according to the necessary penalties of the
broken law.”” Oh we cannot serve two masters, and the plea
of being placed in a pusition in- which a manis forced to act
unlike a christian because of the world's necessity, is an ac-
knowledgment of this ; and not only this, for it is the every day
practical aflicmation to the word of seripture, that the prin.
cipleg of the world and the principles inculcated by the Lord
Jesus, cannot be made to unite; for what is “a christian
magistrate’ to do, when a broken-hearted man pleads for his
wife and starving family, acknowledges the sinfuluess of his
heart, tells him of the temptations of the woild to all, but spe-
cially to the poor, and the power of Satan, and prays for pardon,
will he say ‘¢ no, you are guilty, aud 1 am not the minister of
mercy, but of law ; you must go to the bulk, or the jail, or it
may be to death 3 would Jesus bhave doneso ? willhe do so
now ? is this grace, and is such a person a servant of the Lord .
Jesus in the act ¢ s he doing all things for His glory, glorify-
ing his Lurd in his body and spirit which are His ? and is dis-

cipleship, is christianity any thing short of this—a living and

uninterrupted service to Jesus ? Oh let the magistrate who

Joves the Lord Jesus, answer this before God, in truth and

honesty of conscience,—1Is be doing his master’s will in the

act of judging ? ¢ when Jesus came not to judge the world,

but that the world through Him might be saved.” Wrath

and judzment are to come. His word now, and until the com-

ing of that day is, * go ye and learn what this meaneth, 1 will

have mercy and not sacrifice.””  But if he knows this and

would act on it—if he reraembers how he has been forgiven ten

thousands talents, and thisis but an hundred pence for which

his fellow sinner is charged—and forgives him; it is clear he”
violates every principle of uprightness to the government and

the law ; and they would act right, according to their own

principles, in dismissing him from bis office of power, and so

prove their own * guiltiness, in taking the name of the Lord

in vain,”” in calling themselves christians while acting in dis-
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obedience to the commands of Him who they in name avow to
be their Lord, To a christian there i8 a law indeed—God's
righteous law ; but it can only prevail where the Spirit is, that
1s in the church ; and the utmost severity of its exactious is to
cast back upon the evil of the world the offender that would
bring that world’s wickedness within the holy precincts of the
fold of Jesus, ¢ Put away from yon that wicked person.”
(1 Cor. v.)

T'he fountain of authority whenco | derive mine as holding
a commission in the Navy, is * the world,”” whichis the encmy
of God as declared in His Son Jesus,—the only sanction for its
use, the evil, though very generally accredited principles,
which the word and acts of Jesus condemn entirely,—~and every
exercise of the power so given, a violation of the trust gracious-
ly bestowed by him on those who love Him, of being the
witnesses of His grace and mercy. How then cau I retain
it # How can any who say they are His retain any authority
conferred on them by the world ? Well I know it will be but
a little while, and He that shall come will come, and will not
tarry ; (Heb. x.) and oh ! what possession here will com-
pensate for the loss of His approval of our service to Ilim ?
< If we suffer with Him, we shall reien with him.”* Now we
are called to go without the camp to Him bearing His reproach ;
Jor here we have no continuing city, but seek one to come,”’—
< to dwell in tents’ as heirs of every promise of glory with
Jesus, ** counting all things but dung,” but the will and
honour of Him who hath Joved us, and given Himself for us—
as the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, touching no
unclean thing, (and all is unclean which is of the world,) but
being separate to Jesus, and the condition of Jesus in the world.

The summary of such argument may be brief, but surely it
cannot be answered. On becoming a christian, a man is de-
livered from the power of darkness, and translated into the
kingdom of God’s dear Son : that kingdom is not of the world,
and has po conneclion with it ; and, jfurthermore, he that
would be the highest in it, must be the lowest inthis world’s estcem.
1t is altogather put in opposition to this world, as contrary to it
in every principle ; and he who really belongs to that kingdom
and sees its glory, must see also the impossibility of association
with the pride and power of the world in any way ; for it is
declared to be * darkness,” * at enmity with God,” and to be
destroyed at the coming of His Son from heaven. Distinetion,
or whafever sets up one man above another, (except where it
is in the power of the Holy Ghost, or in the relations sanc-
tioned by Scripture,) is of the world, and not of the kingdom
of Christ ; and it matters but little what name it assumes,
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whether it be a King, Lord, or military rank ; or, whatis far

worse, any of the varied titles out of the numenclature of
dignity which is in the woirid’s church, from Archbishop to
Viear,~—it is all of man’s pride ; and as such opposed to God's
plory and man’s true blessing. * )

The plea so constantly urged, that outward glory was given
to the Jewish pcople by God, and more {requently so when de-
fending war, (of which 1 shall hercafter speak) hecause their
wars were sanctioned—even directed by God, is simply met,
“ they were times of ignorance which God winked at.”” (Acts
xvil, 30.) The purpose of God in this or that dispensation,
does not come fairly within my reach, and [ must pass it by ;
yet, to meet this plea, I must say, that Gud’s revelation of
Himself and of the creature {for the creatnre ean ouly be known
as God is known) has been progressive.—¢ God, who at sun-
dry times and in divers manners spake unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son,’
as He said, * this is my beloved Son in whom 1 am well pleased,
hear ye Him,”  Every revelation of God was light, fur God is
light 5 but as the revelation was partial, the light was partial :
the full light was never seen in the world till Jesus came ; and
be who refers to the Old Testament Scriptures on this ground,
is turning from the full Jight to comparative darkness; (isit
not that he loves darkness rather than light, because his deeds
are evil?) and surely polygamy wight fairly be defended 6n
the same ground.  Jesus said, “ Moses gave you a writ of di-
vorcement because of the harduess of your hearts,”” not as

* It was this prineiple so elearly stuted in the written, and still more so in the
Jiving Word, that tiest startled the writer of this,  When he was thinkiung of going 1o
oue o the Universities (o enter the national religious establishinent in its orders, he
w w0 anany men, who were trampling under foot the blovd of the Lauub, and pro-
feasedly despising His cross, labouring for the attaimnent of its workdly priviteges and
houours, aud 80 many, who had no hereditary claim to any distinetion among meu,
(according to the world’s vules,) striving to be ““ Reverends,”” and to exalt themselves
in the world by its means, that he was convinced of the crvor of his infention; and it
became clear to him, that the spirit which is cherished by the human pride of snch a
system i3 the same that depied and rejected the lowly Jesng, and which He so
unsparingly condemns; ** seeking the honour which cometh jrom men, and not the
honour which cometh from God only ;" luving the uppermos! seats in the feasts,
and the chicf seats in the synugogues, and greetings in the markets, and to be called
of men, ¢ Rabbi,? “ Rabbi’ oh it cannot be that that which will ministevinany way
to a worldly selicexalting spirit, can be of Got; it cannot be, that a chnmreh of the
despised Jesus should be abie 1o give passports of distinetion into the world ; muking
a man, that is of himself low aed disregarded in that world's sight, most hononrable
because of a name and oflice she has bestowed on him 5 this would be making the ho-
noury of the chureh and world bat convertible terms, the seal and conmission of the
one, passing current and enswiing acceptange and favour in the other,

1tis not that God i8 a respecter of persuns, though if He be so0, those who are
most disesteemed of mcn, are most vegarded by Him; and the writer of whis wonld
not speak slightingly of any, God forbid ; the Lord of glory was bat a tiadesiman’s son
as Far 48 the world taok cognizance of Hun, but surely the Spivit of God would teach
such to seek glory by beemuing lower still, and not that which the natural man
cxteems; for it smust be, that every distinetion man has in the flesh, is but evidence
that the flesh is not crucified, and Jesus not followed.
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sanctioning the evil, but as declaring the incompetency of every
holy requirement because of the weakness and wickedness of
the creature, till He came who came in grace, that He might
win the love of the creature to God ; and who came as the
baptizer with the Holy Ghost, that the rightecusness of the law
might be fulfilled in: those who walk not afier the flesh but after
the 8pirit,  The eoming of Jesus is not toexcuse darkness and
sin, oh no ; ¢ Now also the nxv ix laid to the root of the tree,””
said His forerunuer, ¢ therefure every tree which bringeth not
forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire ; [ indeed
baptize you with water, but Ile that cometh after me is might-
ier than I, whose shoes T am not worthy to hear, He shall bap-
tize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire, whose fan is in His
hand, and He will throughly purge His floor and gather His
wheat into the garner, but He will burn up the chaff with un-
quenchable fire,””  Neither does the cross minister either care-
lessness or sin, ¢ For therein is the wrath of God revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of mrn, who
hold the truth in unrighteonsness,”  Jesus, as the Prophet of
God, came with a claim to our attention beyond all others,
 This is my beloved Son, hear ye Him,”> ¢ He came from
above as above all, and what He had seen and heard, of that
He testified 3 for Ile whom God sent spoke the words of G,
and he alone that recciveth His testimony, hath set to His seal
that Gid is tree.” (Johniii. 31, 32.)  He said, « My doctrine
is not mine but Iis that sent me ! if any man will do His will
Le shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God, or whether
I speak of myself.” (Jobn vii. 16—18,) ¢ He that seut me is
tree, and | speak to the world those things which 1 have heard
of Him.”* (John viii, 26.) Jesus came to declare God fully.—
“ No nian hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son
which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.””
{Jolin i, 18.)  In doing this, it is true He did not destroy the
law and the prophets, but fulfilled them ; but He did mure, He
enlarged the requirements of the one “und the revelations of the
other : He fulfilled the first for us, and magnified it in doing
so ; He fulfilled the other in being all that it was prophetically
declared 1le would be in humiliation ; and then, as being the
end of both, stoud forth a8 THE ORACLE o¥ GobD, deckuing
God in word and works ; and he who would see God must see
Him in Jesus—he who would hearthe full truth must hear it from
Jesus : and if he loves light and truth, he will not shrink from
seeking it in Him, that he may follow Him ¢ and walk (as Le is
called in privilege to du) even as He walked,’ Al the heart-
searching and uncompromising iustruction contained in Matthew
v, Vi, vii, is based un His preeminent authority as a teacher,
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“and the character of His testimony as going beyond, and there.
foro completely abrogating every other—putting the previous
Yight into darkoess by sbowing a more radiant light ; even as
the light of the moon, though true and from heaven, is put into
timrkness by the far brighter rays of the sun,  * Ye have heard
tlisl §t was said by them (or to them) of old time, thou shalt not
W and whosocver shall kill shall be in dauger of the judg-

fpent ; but I say UNTO You, that whosaover uham;eangry

‘with Lis brother without a cause, shall be in danger of the judg-
went,”  The declarations of God ta [lis people of old are here
put aside by the overwhelming authority of that word, * dut I
#ay unto you ;' and surely it is a during net to take away from
the full meaning of any one word that folluws in that long and
beautiful Jesson, closed and woaled an it Inby such foarful sanc-

Aionn, < Therefore whisosvor heareth those sayings of mine and
doeth them, 1 will liken hine unto n wise man which built his
house apon a rock, and the riin dosconded, and the fovds came,
nndd tho winds blew, and beat wpon that house, and it fell not,
fur it wus Bounded upon o rock ; and every oune that heareth
thest sayings of mine and doeth them not, shall be likened unto
u fuolish sy which built his house upon the sand, and the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat
“upon that heuse, and it fell, and great was the full of it (Mat,
i, 24—-29.) :
- We must turn aside, then, from every idle thought that Ged
winks at ignorance now, or that the sanction of the Old Testa-
ments can invalidate one word spoken by Jesus (and indeed it is
wud jgnorance so to use it} ; the fulness of His tostimony and
instruction is the chacter of His mastership ; and delight in His
tenching and obedience to it, the warrant of our discipleship :
gud oh ! et us rot cease to remmember His gracious admonition,

M Why call ye me Lord ! Lord ! and do not the things which T
say 7 (Luke vi, 46.) ¢ Ye call me Master and Lord, and ye
say well, for so'T am; if ve know these things, happy are ye
if yedo them.” (John xuii. 13—17.) « He that hath sy command-
sents and keepeth them, he it is thatloveth me,  He that loveth

- not, keepeth not my sayings; and the word which ye hear
i Aot mine, but the Father's which seut me.”” (John xiv, 21—
24} # La the good Shepherd, and know my sheep, and am
known of mine ; and my sheep fear my voice, and § know them,
aud they Jullow me.» {John x. 4—14—27.) 1tis true, indeed,
that the metructivn of vur gracious Lord ({ allude stiully to
the continuous teaching of Matthew 5th, Gth, and 7th, and
Lake Bth) is wore heart-searching than the holy law, which
wits added because of transgression, weak as that was throngh
the weakness of the flesh. ~ There can be no response to this
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instruction in the natural heart, it can only turn away from it in
despair ; and yetit is the character of the Holy Jesus Himself,
the embodying of grace and love—-the love which is alone the
fulfilment of the law ; it is the stated character of the disciple
of Jesus—a development of the principles of the kinzdom of
heaven, and the life of the children of the kingdom, if they are
living and walking in the Spirit, 1 ask, is there beauty in the
character of Jesns ? is He fairerthan the children of men to us ?
if He is, then must we delight in His teaching, and seek con~
formity to it in its every principle, rejoicing in the promise of
that Spirit whose work it is to create us anew in Christ Jesus ;
and never, never can the heart of him who truly loves his Lord,
rest satisfied till he is fully conformed to His image, to which

God, in His abounding grace, has predestinated him ; and if
this true love were ours, surely we would not seek to put away
these requirements as inapplicable to us; we should not say,
how much of His instruction may we disregard as obscure and
impracticable, oh no ! but how fully can we obtain His grace
and be conformed to His image. Truly to the fleshit is all
impracticable—to man’s proud and silly heart it is all obscure ;
and if the flesh judges the word it must be bewildered, and can
only sny, in its inability of apprehension, that it means nothing ;
it is the work of the Holy Ghost—the wonderful work of that
Spirit that spoke in Jesus and wrought in Him—the fruits of
whose presence, even love, joy, peace, meekness and gentleness
(Galat. v, 22.) were seen in His every act and taught by His
every word, and which is promised without limits to work in -
the Believer the perfect principles of His perfect Father.

. Itisnot, however, the pride of man’s erring heart in its love
for the world’s houours and esteem that is alone rebuked by
the Lord, though it would not be easy to reconcile that with
¢ poverty of spirit, meekness, purity of heart, mourning, and
persecution for righteousness sake;” (Mat, v. 3—11.) but
every principle that rules the world, however advocated by
man’s wisdom, and assented to or acquiesced in by christians,
and not least, that with which | am assvciated, as holding
a naval cormission, WAR ; the axe is laid by His unsparings
hand to theroot of this tree, carefully digged about and pruned
as it has been, tillit has brought forth abundant fruit te
demonstrate man’s evil, (for by the fruit the tree is ever known)
and it is cast to the ground as the poison-bearing Upas tree,
in His sight, **who came to speak peace to them that are far
offand to thentthat are nigh.”” It would be argument enough
for those who have conceded to what 1 have before written as
truth, to say that Jesus did not, and could vot use the sword ;
but that every principle exbibited in His blessed life was
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opposed to its use, and that those who would in any way bring
vengeapce and death onanother, have not His spirit, and that
Hee ly say to them as He did to His disciples of old,
* w not what manner of spirit ye are of, the Son of Man
I come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” It
sid be enough to urge -that we are ¢ predestinated to be
. gonformed to the image of God’s dear Son, that He might be
_ the first-bern among many brethren,” and that it is the bright
_privilege of the saint as abiding in Him, to walk even as He
wall bringing forth much fruit, that the Father might be
Jorified in Him and in us ;" but alas! if this is not cared
ot, L would in love and as seeking His glory, bring proof
from His word to substantinte the truth of my charge against it ?
“ Every one that is ofthe truth heareth my voice,” saith the
d Jesus; and when opening out this teaching on which I
- would rest, as entirely destructive of every argument, however
_“specious, in favour of war, e says, * Whosoever shall break
. one of these least commandments and teach men so, he shall be
‘called the least in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever
_shall do and teach them, shull be ealled great in the kingdom
of beaven,” (Mat, v.19.} Sarely it must be striking to him
. who stands in awe of God’s word, to see how this imperative
- “instruction is both opeved and shut up by warning and the
_ utmost emphasis of caution, as though predicting the inatten-
 tion it would receive. The Lord grant, for His own honour,
__that this my attempt to rescue it, may not be unavailing.
¢ *Ye have heard, said the Word, ye have heard that it was
- said by themof old time, thou shall not kill, whosoever shall
- kill, shall be in danger of the judgment; but 1sAY uUNTO
© ¥ou, that whosoever is angry with his brother without a
~_cause, shall be in danger of the judgment, and whosoever shall
" say to his brother, Raca! shall be in danger of the council,
but whosoever shall say thou fool ! shall be in danger of hell-
fire ; therefore if thou bringest thy gift to the altar, and there
rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee, leave
there thy gift before the altar and go thy way, first be re~
.eonciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gifis ;
‘agree with thine adversary quickly, while thou art inthe way
with him, lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the
judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be
east into prison, verily I say unto thee thou shalt by no means
comeout thence till thou hast paid the uttermost fartbing.”
(Mat, v, 21—26.) *¢Ye have heard that it hath been said, an
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, (and this principle of -
_compensation for an injury done, ig the best that the advocates
_of defensive war can plead,) but I say uNTo vou, that ye
: D




38

resist not evil ; but whosoever shall smiie thee on thy rizht
<heek turn to him the other also ; and if any man will sue thice
ut the law and take away thy coat, let him have thy eloak also ;
and whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him
twain,””  (Mat, v, 30—41.) Again,—*¢ Ye have heard that
it bath been said, thou shalt love thy ueighbour and hate thine
enemy, but I sAy uNTO YoOU, love your enemies, bless them
that curse you,do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you and persecute you, that ye may be
the children of your Father which is in heaven, for He maketh
Llis sun to rise on the evil and on the good, aud sendeth rain
oo the just and on the unjust; for if yo love them which love
you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the
same { and if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye wmore
than others? do not even the publicans so? he ye therelore
perfect, even as your Father in beaven is perfeet.” (Mat. v,
43—48.) <« And as ye would that men should do unto you,
do ye also to them likewise, for this is the law and the prophets.”’
The powerlessuess of the flesh to obey these holy and un-
compromising words, has driven the church to the necessity of
mitigating, or rather 1 would <ay destroying the meaning of
“ the words themselves, instead of seeing that obedience to them
is the work of the Holy Ghost aloune, in the subjection of the
flesh, and seeking that power tu enable them to live worthy of
their high calling, as cluldren of their Father which is in  hea-
ven, confurmed to the image of Jesus, as the first-burn amoung
wany brethren, who asthe witness of the Father on earth, did
in lis every act exhibit the truth and blesseduess of the
words He taughit ; but there are those, and I believe they are
mary, who allow this character to be the private privilege of
the child of God, but say that he must put it away iu his
public capucity—that individuals might so act but that natiens
cannot, and that a person holdiog a con:misgion as a soldier
or sailor, does so werely as the servaui of the nation, and  that
all these principles may be s his heart, while he is puthely
acting contrary to them.  ‘Fhere are two conclusions that un
Yozest mind would cume to from such a statement, the first,
as | have before argued, that the title of ¢ christian nation’ is
contradictery and absurd ; the secornd, that such urgument
must produce most disastrous consequences, as feuaded upon,
diskunesty and daring inits treatment of the word of God,
and as destroying the sanctivns of that word by throwing
respousibility upoen an urereal support,
} do solemnly and aftectivnately ask all my bretbren if the
word of the Lord Jesus is authoritative ? and  furtlier, are the
principles fle taught the very mind of His Father andour
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o, and it is allowed by them (and itis undisguisedly
all,) that a nation canuot act in obedience to it, but
it is subjected to aggression it must stand up and
defence—that when it is hated and smitten it must
and smite again ; how can it be called *¢ christian ?'—if
not follow Jesus, how can it be a christian nation ? Patri-
m, a8 it is called, is a most perilous thing, for it covers under
fair and specious name, luve of the world and its principles ; for
whiit is this or any other country ? this or any other nation ?
but that which will be put away at theappearing of Jesus.
Fho Spirit of God sets His seal to no patriotism but that which
_fecks a hetter country even a heavenly one, and which enables
us 1o declure plainly that we are strangers and pilgrims
hera——or citizenship but that of the New Jerusalem, the city
~of the living God, into which nothing enters that defileth or
maketh a lie ; and if the only way in which a right to such a
title a8 “ ehristian nation™ ean ha supported, {and Ispeak of
it the more, for it is a covering to a multitude of evils,) is hy an
asmﬁ?ﬂi«m of some unknown aud unheard of power to invali-
dute the word of Jesus, nay, if it rests exclusively (and this it
dnes) oo the blotting out of almost every word He utlered as
_the great teacher sent of God, or so altering their meaning as
- tomake His authority submit to theirs, why do ye not of your
- own selves judge what is right ? The chaim “ follow me” is
~peremptory ; and ye cannot scrve two masters, for either ye
- will hate the one and love the other, or else ye will hiold to the
“one and despise the other; anditis a vain thing to call Him
Lord ! Lord! and not to do the things which e saith, Bat
s it possible that any national sanction ean make evil good, or
darkuess light ? has it power to bear our individual respon-
_sibility 2 the word of God says “ Let every man prove his own
~werk, aud then he shall have rejoicing in himself alone and not
in another, forevery man shall bear his own burden ; be not de-
- ceived, God is rot mocked, for whatsvever a man soweth that
shall he reap, hie thut soweth to the flesh, shall of the flesh
reap corruption ; he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting.” (Gal, vi. 4—8.) A nation may
enll itself christian, and in this assumed character and under
the banner of the cross of Jesus, openly judge and condemn
itself by its unchristian acts: it may go forth to take peace
from the earth, and to destroy men’s lives when Jesus came
to save them, but woeto the child of God found within its
ranks ; he is responsible for his owa acfs, and far more=~if he
declares himself to be of the nation, he is responsible for that
vation's acts, however evil, if he does not protest against them.
“Woe, woe to the wurid because of offences, for it must needs
‘ p 2
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be that offences come, but woe to that man by whom the offence
cometh ; wherefore if thy band or thy foot cause thee to
offend, cut them off and cast them from thee, it is better for thee
to enter into life halt and maimed, rather than having two hands
or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire.”* (Mat, xviii, 7, 8.)
A nation that avowedly owes its security (as all nations do) to
a course of action which opposes the teaching of Jesus at every
step, can bhave no right to the sanction of His blessed name;
and human aunthority, however fully recognized in its place as
appointed of God for the preservation of order in the world,
must not be obeyed if its requirements involve disobedience to
the word of Jesus; *render to Casar the things that are
Cwesar’s ;' is indeed the word of the Lord, but so also is
“ render unto God the things that are God's;’ and the pre-
vailing endeavour to throw the responsibility of a child of light
upon that which he knows to be darkness, is a sad evidence
of iguorance of God’s hatred of evil, and must letin as it ever
has doue, a train of disastrous wickedness painful even to con-
template ; and though it comes under another form, itis no
better than a papal indulgence to sin, and must ever show in
the person who acquiesces in i, a preference of sin to God,
though he may not think so; self-indulgence, regard for world-
ly distinction, or ease, or fear of the taunts and shame of men,
must still control his heart, causing bim to turn away fromthat
hard word ¢ follow me.”” But this word offers no compromise
to such a spirit, it lays ilsaxe to the root of many a tree hear-
ing fruit morc templing to the wavering heart than what a
nation can give; “If a man come to me and hate not his
father and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and
sisters, yea and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple ;
and whosoever doth not bear his cross and come after me
cannot be my disciple ; and whosoever he he that forsaketh
not all that he hath cannot be my disciple,” ¢ To be without
natural affection’’ is a mark of evil—¢* to honour your father
and mother” is the charge of the Lord—to love your wife even
- us Christ loves tlis church, is equally clearly commanded;
but the word is not checked by this —if these hinder obedi-
ence to Jesus—if they hold you back from following Him—
Jorsake them ALL ; and if these dearer aud more definitely
sanctioned ties are all to be unhesitatingly and promptly riven
to follow the voice of Jesus, is the claim of any power of the
world to be beeded ? is the voice of the trumpet calling the
christian to bloodshed and violence, to be listened to ? when
that voice which ¢ was not heard in the streets,”” the voice of
peace and love calls fo us in its unreproaching gentleness, but
with the authority of unerring truth, “ I sAy uNTO YoU love
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your enefnies’’ —*¢ resist not evil’” — FoLLOW ME, though
it bo uptoblood striving against sin.”® ‘The path of Jesus in
the world was eccentric indeed, and so must be the path of
lower, however painful; and that it is painfol to the
)l who have taken one step in it, know full well ; but
#ig not disguised from us in the word of God; hazard,
r, and sacrifice, are ever held out to us there; and
fin this life only we had hope in Christ, we should be of all
‘men most miserable:’’ and when Peter would have held back
his Lord in this trying path, saying *¢ this be far from thee
Lord,” He marks distincily whence the suggestion came, ¢ Get
thee behind me Satan, thow art an offence to me, thou savourest
not the things that beof God, but those that be of men ;>
¢ 1fany man will come after me, let him deny himself and take
~up his cross and follow me; for whosoever will save his life
- shall lose’it, and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake,
shall find it;>* all must be sacrificed to follow Him, and then
the faith that will carry us after {lim, having no fellowship or
association with a sinful thing or sinfal act, however author-
ized, will rest upon the equally sure and consoling word ¢ there
is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father,
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake and the
gospel’s but he shall receive an hundred fold now in this time,
houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children,
and lands, with persecutions, and in the world to come, eternal
life,””  (Mark x. 29, 30.) Ob ¢ most blessed are they that
hear the word of God and keep it.””  (Luke xi. 28,) ¢ But
whosoever,” saith the Lord Jesus,, * shall be ASHAMED OF
ME AND MY WORDS in this adulterous and sinful generation,
of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed when He cometh
e the glory of His Father, with the holy angels.”” (Luke ix.
26.) Entire separation from all evil at any and every hazard,
and to Jesus, as He was in bis humiliation, ¢ holy, barmless,
undefiled, and separate from sinners,”” is the instruction
clearly contained in these and similar words ; indeed nothiug
can sanction evil, nothing can make it allowable; it must be
a false construction of the word of God that would make it
minister to any sin; * all unrighteousness is sin,” and Jesus
is the only true standard of righteousness in the world, and
therefore the image, separate as He was, to which we are to
be conformed, und who, because He was righteous, stood apart
from all that might, as man judges, have taken the respon-
sibility of the evil,

There arc but few that refuse to admit the evil of war, with
its sad and heart-breaking consequences, yet there are fewer
still who do not defend it on the plez of nccessity, calling it
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*“a necessary evil,” (awful words as they arve used !) and in-
deed in one sense, it is so, it is the necessary expression of the
sinfuloess of an unchanged heart ; and there i indeed in this
sense, at all times, a necessity for offence, ¢ for offences must
come,” but  woe be to the man by whoin the offence cometh,”
The work of the Spirit of Jesus is to stop the evil at its source,
to renew the heart, that it sy send forth sweet and not bitter
waters: and if a tree is indeed known by its fruits, what
must be the state of that heart that will exhibit bloodshed as
its fruit, with all its attendant sighs, tears, and broken hearts.
Jesus came to bind up the broken heart and to preach peace—
can His diciples do otherwise ? and He came too to testify
to the world that its deeds were evil, and for that the world
hated lim : where is our testiinony against evil while we are
in fellowship with it, nay even doing the deeds of darkness
with our own bands ? what are our words 2 what matters our
name, if in works we deny both? they will but condemn
us,—yea out of cur own mouths shall we be condemued,

If ever there was a time when the servant o Jesus would
have been justified in the use of the sword, it was in that heart
rending moment when love would have-prompted its use ; when
the arm would have been lifted up at the bidding of an ag-
grieved heart and in defence of its ill-treated Lord, and when
it might have appeared too to bear with it His sanction in the
words ¢ He that bath no swerd let him sell his garmoent and
buy one:*” yet how was that act of Peter received by bis Lord,
but by the eatire disavowal of any such permission,—* Put up
again thy swerd into its place, for all they that take the sword
shall perish with the sword : thinkest thou that 1 cannot now
pray to my Father, and He shall presently give me more than
twelve legions of angels, but how then shall the scriptures be ful-
filled that thas itmust be.”* (Matt. xxvi. £2,53.) ¢ He was oppres-
sed and afiicted. yet He opened not s mouth, He is brought
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is
dumb, so He openetl: vot His mouth,” (Lsuiah Kii. 7.)  And if
the feeling which ronsed the heart and hand of Peter in that
hour of darkness, when wicked hands were laid on his sorrow-
ing and stricken Maoster, was reproved, where can we find
another that will justify sclf defence 7 There ought to be
but oue motive in the heart of a believer to constrain him in bis ™
every act—Ilove for his Lord: “For we are bought witha
price, und are not our own, but His; wherefore whatsoever we
do, whether we eat or drink, we are called to do it for His
glory”” L, therelore, the use of the sword in behalf of Jesus is
wreng, it must e altogerher sug and if there ean be no pla
for 1lim there can be poue tor vurserves , ‘or our calling is to
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deny ourselves and fellow Him. ¢ Forasmuch then,” saith the
Spirit by the apostles, * as Jesas hath suffered in the flesh, arm
youtselves likewise with the same mind.”* (1 Pet.iv. 1) s 1f
when ye do well and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is
acceptable with God, for even hereunto were ye called, because
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example that we
should follow His steps, who did no sin neither was guile found
in flis mouth ; who, when He was reviled, reviled pot again,
when He suffered e threatened not, but committed Himself to
Him that judgeth righteously.” (1 Pet, iii, 21—23.) * Re-
compense to no man evil for evil; avenge not yourselves but
rather give place unto wrath; for it is written, vengeance is
mine, I will repay saith the Lord: therefore if thing enemy
hunger, foed hitn; if he thirst, give him drink; for in so doing
thou shalt heap eoals of fire on his head : be not overcome of
evil, bat overcame evil with good,” (Rom. xil. 17—21) As
it regards therefore yur own interests us they are called, or our
own claims, (though it is a sad thing to own that we have any
separate from His,) the word is as clear as when speaking of the
claims of Jesus, * Why do ye not rather take wrong ? why do
ye not suffer yourselves to be defrauded 2 (1 Cor, v1.7.)  Aud
as d¢ the still more sinful plea of national honour and interests,
1 repeat the believer can but say, * Let the dead hary their
dead,”  He is trasslated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son,
and of that its Kiag said, **My kingdem is vot of this world ;
if my Kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight
that T shuuld not be delivered to the Jews, but now is my king-
dem ot from hence,””  This indeed is the key to the secret of
all pational cuntention, the reason why kingdom is against king-
dom, and nation against nation—Dbecause they are of this world,
ard therefure their servants fight lest they should be delivered
into the hands of one another, If then we have national ties,
we are of the world, and we know the world will and must fight '
on till the coming of Jesus, for so He predicted, (Matt. xxiv. 6
—14, Luke xxi, 25—27.) aud we wust fight too ; but it we
are among those ¢f whom lle said, * Ye are not of the world,
but 1 have chosen you out of the world,” let us take heed to
His reproving word, * PPut up thy sword into the sheath, the
cup which my Fatber hath given me shal! Lootdrink it 2 Ob
itis a sad and solemn mockery of God and ourselves too to use
His word to stablish ourselves in wrong—to found our elaim to
the distinetive name of christian tpon the revelation of His love
in Jesus, and yet turn away from the teaching of Jesus to that
which may lull us into the sleep of death. There is now but
one fully zecredited voice of authority in Gad’s world—the voice
of Jesus.—< 1 will raise up a propliet frum amcog their breth-
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ren, and will put my words in His mouth, and He shall speak
all that 1 command Him ;- and it shall come to pass that whoso-
ever will not hearken to my words which He shall speak in my
name, | will require it of him, that soul shall be cut off from
among the people.”” (Deut. xviti, 18, 19.) It matiers bat
hittle whence the false prophet comes,—<1 will require it of
him that does not heed my prophet,” is the awful determina-
tion of God ; and what plea can evadethis ? Oh my brethren!
““See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh ; for if they escaped
not who refused Him that spake on earth, much more shall not
we escape if we turn away from Uim that speaketh from
heaven.” (Heb. xii, 25.)

The word of our Lord already quoted from Luke xxii, 36,
and the Baptist’s charge to the soldier’s that went to him in the
wilderness, are often pleaded as the sanction of God to war ;
they are both easily met, though they are of more consequence
as argument to the man who stands in awe of the word of the
Lord than any other; and if any substantial answer to any
statement 1 bave made could be based on that, it might well
cause me to hesitate in my intention ; but what do they amount
to? the meaning of the first is fully explained by the context ;
the Lord said unto His disciples, * When 1 sent you without
purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing ? auod they
said, nothing ; then said He unto them, but now he that hath
a purse let him take it and likewise bis serip ; and he that bath
no sword let him sell his garment and buy one ; for I say unto
you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished n me,
‘AND HE WAS RECKONED AMONG THE TRANSGRESSORS,’
for the things concerning mehave anend ; and they said, Lord,
here are two swords, and He said unto them it is enough.”
The hour was come—Satan’s hour and the power of darkness ;
and the Holy One was to be madesin, and to be numbered with
transgressors—to be crucified in weakness and laid in the
grave. While He was in the world He had kept them in the
name of the Father —He had been their Shepherd and they had
pot wanted ; but now that power was passing and soon fo pass
away~—the Shepherd was to be smitten and the sheep scattered,
and He could shield them no longer ; and in this strong lan-
guage He expresses His helplessness and consequently theirs,
in that dark and fearful hour when the full power of man’s
hatred and God’s wrath were to meet on His devoted head.—
That they were to use the sword even then, both His reply and
the result proved not to be His meaning. Two would have
been an idle defence for them if that had been their trust; and
when one of those two had cut off the ear of Malchus, His re-
proof is an unerring commentary on the previous injunction,
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“ Put up thy sword into its sheath, for all they that take the
sword shall perish by the sword”’—<¢ suffer ye thus far, and He
touched bis ear and healed him,”

With reference to the other, the character of John's ministry
will explain it ; though, if it did not, it could bave ne force with
us, for it was before the word of Jesus. John * came in the

~way of righteousness” as laying the axe to the root of that tree
which is ever springing up from the barren soil of manis heart ;
the wresting of the privileges which God has bestowed into an
- excuse for sin and carelessness, He cume to declare God's
righteousness, that those who received his testimony might re-
pent, and rejoice in the love and grace of Jesus ; and the un-
swerving character of true righteousness was made known in all
his teaching ; he never spuke of groce except when pointing to
%the Lamb, of Geod.,”” In the remarkable narrative in
Luke iii. this is mostclearly developed ; perfect equality in divi-
sion of property, was the meaning of his first reply ;—perfect
justice in obtaining dues for necessary government, was the
~second ;—faithfulness of service, contentment with wages agreed
upon by both parties—that is, a full and uncomplaining equiva-
lent for money given, was the third, Thus far nothing isto he
seen but the instruction of *¢ righteousness ;' but while obedi-
ence to the first and second was possible on the part of the
questioners, though so hard to the flesh as to be practically im-~
possible, the third answer it appears to me, destroys by its
claim the possibility of acting in righteousness in the oftice they
were bearing (and this leaving grace out of the question, which
is the christian’s calling). The Baptist says nothing of the
office of publican, though it was a vile one, and they were pro-
verbially extortioners, but he gave his answer of righteousness ;
and if it could be so used, it was well, he had no authority to
interfere with it :—he said nothing of the oflice of the svl-
dier, but to them also he preached rightcousness ; and surely
while they might have met his injunction of * being content
with their wages,” the full answer he gave, asserts the jm-
possibility of their continuance in their station as efficient sol-
diers, if they acted in obedience to his righteous commands,
“ Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely.”” Is not
aggression unrightoeus ?—¢* Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, scald
for scald, burn for burn,” is the scriptural standard of equity—
thatis, ¢ Do as you are done by ;** but this very law of equity
by its claiin denounces every aggressor, As far, therefore, as
war has this character, it 1s manifestly unrighteous, and the
words of the Baptist destroy it altogether ;—it says, ¢ Do
violence to no man :*° but if it were not negatived by this word,
what bave we to do with it ? what have we to do with his mi-
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nistry but as he testified to Jesus ? ¢ He came for a witness,
to hear witness of that light, that all men through Him might
believe ; he was not that light, but was sent to bear witness of
that light ; that was the true light which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world.,’’  “ Among them that are born of
women, there had not till then arisen a greater than John the
Baptist, notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of
heaven isgreater than he,”* (Matt, xi, 11.) What have we to
do with the exercise of righteousness on the world’s evil ? surely
nothing. In the chureh, among those that are Christ’s, it is
far different ; theve righteonsness must dwell, ¢ for the kingdom
of God is righteousness, as wellus peace and joy, in the Holy
Ghost,” and evil must be kept away from it with a strong
arm, or it is dishonouring the Lord : but to the world, and even
to our most violent enemies, grace is our only true principle of
action—to be like Jesus, to exhibit the character of Jesus in
mercy and love, thungh reviled, hated and put to death ; and
to turn from Jesus and lis grace to the Baptist and righteous-
ness, is to turn frum the full and beautiful light in which the
soul gets its juy, to the comparative darkness in which it was
onice bound,

There is one other passage that might be brought forward to
prove that the Lord allowed differences and the use of the
sword, when He says, ¢ Think not that 1 am come to send
prace on earth, 1 came not to send peace, but a sword ;» but
the context is as explanatury here as before.  The first advent
of the Lord, as the light of the world and the proclamation of it
by ilis servants, to which these words refer, is deelared to be
separative, “ sharper than any twe-edged sword, piercing to
the dividing a.under of soul and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow ;** eniting through every tic that binds to sinful affee-
tions and sinful deeds : and thus, instead of impartivg peace,
(except indeed to the soul of him who receives it,) of necessity
producing division between these thit have luved before, “set-
ting a mwan at variance against his father, and the daughter
against her mother, wrd miking a man’s foes to be they of his
own bouschold ;> fur though it weuld give abundant peace if
received by a whule {amily, if but one receive it, every heart
becomes alicnated from that ope ; and indetd it estranges, in a
measure, the heart of that one from those it has loved, that its
full aftections may be fixed on Him who says, ¢ 1le that loveth
father or mother more than me, is not worthy of me. There
never can be fellowship between light and darkness ; and if the
light shine into the heart of one member of a family, thair pre-
vious intimate fellowship must cease, (for why should not the
troth betold ? it bus been but the peace and harmony of death,
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which light and life must break up and destroy) and the sepa-
rated one becumes a witness against the evil he is separated
frow ;. and if he abides in fawily mtercourse, as the testimony
must be constant, so will it be the more truablesoie and hateful,
“and o man’s foes become indeed of his own household ;*
und there will be a daily commentary on the Lord’s word, though
he may walk in the humblest and holiest love, 1 came not to
send peace but a sword.””  But this in no way invalidates either
the character of the kingdom, which will one day be fally
Cestablished, (¢ even at the time of the restitution of all things,
spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets,”) or the fact
that the principles of that kingdom becowe the present happy
' purtion of the Believer, and that they alone can actuate him in
his pathway of trial bere; *for the kingdom of God is not
meat and driuk, but righteoisness, peace, and joy, in the Holy
Ghost,”  The annouucement at the birth of Jesus of «¢ glory
to God in the highest, on earth peace, and goodwill toward
men,’* is but the declaration of His full purpose of love ;
man’s evil hinders its fulfilment now, but we know when He
comes again in power, ¢ it will be to punish the inhabitants of
the earth for their iniquity, and to destroy them which corrupt
the earth.””  (lsaizh xxvi. 21, Rev.xi, 18.) and “in His
duys will the righteous flourish, and abundance of peace as
“lung as the muun endureth.””  Thuse who receive the Spirit
now, have the carnest of their inheritance until the redemption
of the purchased posscseion,  Theinberitance will be the fulness
of peace, “ for the meek shall inherit the earth, and delight
themselves in the abundance of peace;* then ¢ judgment
shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in the
fruitful ficld, and the work of rightevusness shall be peace, and
the effect of rightevusness, quietness aud assurance for ever,”
And if this, the purposed glory of the Kingdom of Jesus, be
righteousness and peace, can the earnest of it be any thing
else? oh no. The church of Jesus, the dwelling place of the
Holy Spirit of promise—God’s habitation, ought to exhibit
(and would do so if the glory had not almost departed,) all
that the kingdom of Lieaven is in principle ; every thing indeed
“short of hsible glory.  And what is the presence of God, and
what is the fruit of [lis presence ? the answer to this, if the
believer knows his true standing, will meet the question to the
full ; it is the vain attempt to yoke together the flesh and
Spirit in the service of God that originates almost all error, for
¢ they are contrary the one to the other.”” ¢ They that are
after the flesh will mind the things of the flesh, but they that
are after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit *’ and *they
they that are in the flesh cannot please God ;’* (Rom. viii, 8.)
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““ for the works' of the flesh are manifest;’’ and among them
stand ¢ hatred, variance, emulations, strife, envyings, and
murders.”’—And are not all these exhibited in war? ¢“Whence
come wars and fightings ? come they not hence even of your
Justs that war in your members { Ye lust and have not, ye
kill and desire to bave and cannot obtain ; ye fight and war,
yet ye have not, because ye ask not.”” (Jamesiv.1,2.) «If
ve have bitter envyiug and strife in your hearts, glory not
and lie not against the truth ; this wisdom descendeth not from
above, but isearthly, sensual, devilish ; for where envying and
strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.”” But what
is the Spirit of God ?—** The wisdom that is from above is first
pure, then peaceable, gentle and easy to be intreated, full of
mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypo-
crisy, and the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of tﬁm
that make peace.”’ (James iii. 14—18,) < Uf we walk in the
Spirit we shall not fulfil the luss of the flesh ; and the fruit of
tlg Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good-
ness, fuaith, meckness, temperance, and THEY THAT ARE
CHRIST’S, HAVE CRUCIFIED THE FLESH WITH ITS AFFEC~
TIONS AND LusTs.” (Gal. v.22—24,)

“Ifindeed the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus bath
made us free from the law of sin and death——if Jesus has con-
demned sin in the flesh—it is that the righteousnessof the law
might be fulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh but after
the Spirit.”” < Love is the fulfilling of the law ;> acts of love
are the exhibited life of the Spirit, and we arecalled to walk
in the Spirit, that every act may be from the Spirit of Jesus.
Would the Spirit of love and peace let us war and fight ? are
not strife and vain glory of the flesh ? surely nune will in the
face of scripture deny this; and what shall wesay then ? but
‘¢ that he that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap cor-
ruption.”” The spirit that ruleth in the children of disobedi-
ence will provoke the flesh to defend itself,-to war for its rights,
and to seek vain glory; but the Spirit of God will lead it to
submission, gentleness, long suffering, and death; allowing it
no other portion here. May the Lord have mercy on His
church! it is an awful thing to see the pride and thé strife,
the absence of peace and love, the life and power of the flesh,
in that which is called christianity ; but surely true christianity
is not any thing less than ¢ being buried into Christ’s death,
and raised again with Him info newness of life ;”* being one
with Him in His death unto sin, that sin may not reign in our
mortal bodies that we should obey it in the lusts thereof;
‘¢ and that we should not yield our members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin, but as instruments of righteousness
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unto God.”’ (Rom. vi, throughout,) It is a vain thing, there-
fore, to say that we have peace and love in our hearts, while
we have war in our members ;—they are to be yielded to God as
instruments of righteousness ; the arm is Jesus’s as well as the
heart, and it can be no other than yielding it as aninstrument
of unrighteousness unto sin to do with it the work of strife
and death. We are called to be soldiers indeed, but soldiers of
Jesus Christ ; and no man, that warreth in this warfare, en-
tangleth himself with the affairs of this life that he way please
* Him who hath chosen him to be a soldier ; * neither'sre the
weapons of this warfare carnal; for though we walk in the
“flesh, we do not war after the flesh,” We are called to be
wrestlers too, and to strive for the mastery ; but ** we wrestle
not with flesh and blood (as those who war after the flesh do),
but with angels, principalities, and powers, the ruler of the
darkness of this world, and spiritual wickednessin high places,”
—1In all things, at all times, and in all places, the believer in
Jesus vught to bo a spiritual man—nhis life spiritual, his strength
spiritual 1 be knows not his high calling, and how then ean he
walk worthy of it, if he take a lower aim and standing than
this? or if he lose sight, for a moment, of the unchanging and
" unchangeable enmity between the flesh and its manifest works
—the Spirit and its equally evident fruts ?

The knowledge of God imparts love, not only love for God,
bat man ; and this indeed is the substance of Gud’s law, which
was seen in all its blessing in Jesus, who said, ¢“Lo! I come
to do thy will O God, yea thy law is within my beart; and
which, according to the free blessing o the new covenant, becomes
the purtion of thuse who are one with Him, as it is written, I
will put my law in their hearts, and in their minds will I write
thew, and their sins and iniquities 1 will remember no more,”
(Heb. x. 16, 17.) Now “love is the fulfilling of the law,” as
was taught by Jesus Himsclf, ¢ Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy seul, and with all thy
strength, and with all thy mind, and thy neighbour as thyself.”
¢ And it is in this the children of God are manifested and the
children of the devil ; whosocver dueth not righteousness is not
of God, neither he that loveth not his brother,””—*¢ For this is
the message that ye have heard frum the beginning, that ye
should love one another ; he that loveth not his brother abideth
in death—he that hateth his brother is in darkuess, and
walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth,
beecause that darkness hath blinded bis eyes.”” 1 am
conscious that there is a specialty of love to  the brother-
hood of Jesus in these last passages, because by them
and amongst them only, can the new commandment which

B
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Jesus taught be shown forth, even ¢ that they should love
one another, as He had loved them 3 but love ought to be the
principle of their life, fur it is the life of the Spirit; and this
cannot be confined within any limits, for God has put none, and
it must be co-extensive in its nctings with the surrows and cares
of man. ¢ The Lord make you to increase and abound in love
one toward .another and toward all men > (1 Thess. i, 12.)
and ““Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself,” is the word
to us; and the Lord's auvswer to that question, * Who is my
neighboir »* will prove 10 us there can be no bound to the ex-
ercise of love where there is misery and sorrow to minister to,
Every man is our neighbour, and every mau is, more or less,
born to trouble,  Jesus was the good Samuaritan, who came to
falfil the law of neighbourly love perfectly ; and Hesays to us,
¢ Go and do thou likewise.””  As saved by, and living in the
happiness of God’s love, the disciple of Jesus is sent forth to
witness of that love—even love to his cnemies : and can it be
the part of the follower of the biessed Samaritan to devastate
countries—to plunder cities—to burn villages—to mzke or-
phans, and widows, aud broken hearts—to add to man’s already
fearfully large heritage of sighs and tears f—can this be love ?
it was not the love ot Jesus.—He came to biud up the broken
heart, and to give the oil of joy for mourning, aud to speak a
word in season to them that are weary ; aud who are we that
we should set at noughtour Master’scharge, ¢ Go and do thou
likewise #° and is not this our high calling # ¢ As the elect
of God, holy and brloved, to put on howels of mercies, kind-
ness, humbleness of mind, meekness, lung-suffering, forbearing
one another, and forgiving one anothier, if any man have a quar-
rel against any, even as Christ forgave us >’ “to be tender
hearted, forgiving cne another, putting away wrath, anger, and
clamour; and above all these, patting on charity, which is the
bond of perfectness, even the charity which suffereth long and
is kind, which c¢nvieth not, vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,
doth not behave itself unseemly, sceketh not her own, is not
easily provoked, rejuiceth not in iniquity, beireth all things,
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things,””
Can national feeling in war be reconciled with this ? can indi-
vidual feeling in war, though only connected with it nationally,
be reconciled with this ? is not a nation puffed up if it wins the
victory ? does it not rejoice in iniquity when it rejoices in con-
quest, wrought by the suffering aund death of thousands 2 How
does it suffer long and in kindness, when it springs forth in con-
tention and strife if the least encroachment is made on its boun-
daries, or the slightest insult offered to its pride, which it
misnames honour ? nay, can it be, 1 again ask, in any way
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possihle, that the haughtiness of man and Jesw’s poverty of
Spirit may have fellowship 2 surely surely not,  The world
seeks its awn, and for its own it wars.  The love of Jesus will
subimit 1o be trampled on if it can but bear away one sorrow or
Wipe awsy ong fear | and without this love what are we in
God's sight ? nothing but groclaimers of onr own shame, “in
sounding hrass and tinkling cymbal 3 and above all, let usre~
mewber that it is in this alone full deference to the mastership
of Jusus ean be seen g==He gathered all 1lis teaching into one
beautifal lewson, and declired it to be the test of true disciple=
ship, and that ohedienco to it could ulone show forth the bles.
sing of Hia teaching to the world ;—~A NEW COMMANDMENT,
1 GIVE UNTO YOU, THAT Y LOVE ONE ANOTHER ;-
AS 1 HAYE LOVED YOU, THAT YE ALSO LOVE ONE
ANOTUHER, BY 'THIN SHALL ALL MEN TUAT YE ARE
MY DISCIPLES, 1 YE HAVE LOVE ONE TO ANOTHER,”
(John xiii, 34—35.)  Aud < Hereby we do know that we know
Him, if we keepy His commantdments : he that saith I know Him
an keepeth mat 1is commandmends, iy A LIAR, AND THE
TRUTH 18 NOT IN s 3 bat whoso keepe:h His word, in
him verily is the love of God pe fected : hereby know we that
we are in Him.” (Johnii. 4, 8)  And it will be said, ¢ this
may be true, hut we do not fizht with brethren ;> Why not ?
do other nations call themselves christians too? and if war is
not in itself opposed to the word of Jesus, why may not their
armies and ships he filled with our brethren ? and if so, who
will hinder ther meeting in bloodshed—even hand to hand in
unholy eombat 2 Oh most sad thonyht ! mysterious and cala-
mitous sight ! that brethren charged to love one another even
as Joesus loved them, and to prove their discipleship by their
love, should stand before one auother in strife, eager to dye
their weapons in each other’s blood 3 surely thereis fearful em-
phasis in the word of the Lord at such o time, *“lnasmuch as
ye have dune st to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have
done it unto we.”  They are contending with Jesus, and to
11im they must answer for their disobedience ; proud as they
may be of the warrior’s titles and apparel, thiese are but their
shawe in God’s sizbt, and the bigher the rank and the more
lofty the nume, the more grievous and the more manifest the
shame and sin.  But let it be said (and 1 know it will, for 1
have met the ease at every point that would give me escape
from this saerifice, and this bas been my shame) that all this
might be, but that it must be so rare an aceident as to give it
little ¢laim to our attention ; and what would be asserted, but
that to eall men * christians’® because they are denizens of what
is perversely called “a chiistian nution,” is a denial of every

2
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privilege of love that the true name of christian gives, and in-
volves sinfal inconsistency at eyery step, If the contending
navies or armies are christian, their contention is disobedience ;
they are proudly unfurling their banners of strife in the eyes of
Him who has told them to love oneanother even to death ; they
are rolling their destructive thunders in the ears of Him who
came to save men’s lives by the sacrifice of His own ; and if
they say it is in His name and by His sanetion, they are charg-
ing Him with the misery and sin, and who then can acknow-
ledge the righteousness of their claim ? for have we so learned
Christ as 1o do evil, with a‘train of calamity attending it that
man’s eye cannot reach, because it is under the cover of a name
which is agsumed without warrant ? ¢ Let every one that
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity,” is the word
of the Lord ; and oh! it is a fearful thing that sin should be
cormmitted under the sanction of that precions and holy name :
but it is far more fearful that those who can fairly plead attach-
ment to it, should let its paramount and universal claims bow
before the wickedness and pride of the world, from which it
ought to have separated them. True knowledgeand love of that
name must sever us from every unholy confederacy ;—*¢ Be not
unequally yoked together with unbelievers ; for what fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteousness, and what communion .
hath light with darkness ?***— And whatis fellowship but union
both in feeling and act ?  Let it be supposed, that many who
unite in national wars do not unite in the feelings of anger or
pride, that those whu cause them are actuated by, (although we
may well doubt that this can often he so,) what matters it ? they
have fellowship in the act; and it is of this the Spirit speaks in
these solemn words, *“ Have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather reprove them.” They are out-
wardly approving the work they areengaged in, and thus declar-
ing that God (for they say they know Gud) does so too ; they are
practically declaring that war is the work of the Lord Jesus, and
that they are sent by Him to the fight, for they cannot take lower
ground than this ; and for this they are responsible to God, ac-
cording to His word, ¢ He that ts not with me is against me >
ke that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.”” (Matt. xii. 30.)
Ohitis a sad thing to hear a disciple of Jesus say (and alas!
how often do we hear it) that he acknowledges the evil but can-
not remedy it, and so the responsibility is not bis; (I do not
bere allude to war only, but avowed connection with evil in any
way) and where then does it rest > The plea of reverence for

* This clearly speaks of all fellowshipin work—in those acts of a man's life which

ean ouly be in union with others, as taken from Deut. xxii. 10— Thou shalt not
plow with an ox and ass together.”
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no better than a mask to love of ease, money, or human esteetn,
and is traducing God in the very plea; as if He would author-
izo and direct iniquity, for this is what it really means, That
God gives authorily to the powers of the world, | have already
admjtted, but He is not snswerable for its misuse ;--thix wonld
be charging Him with man's evili Hp entrusts power indeed,
‘but_man's unvighteous use of it shows bis unyorthiness of the
trust, and thnt Jesus alone can bo sy trusted,  Aud the daily,
even hourly misusa of it in the cxponent of thisy and it is of
this the chureh of Josun is called to tontily, an the abiding wi-
ness, of righteonsnesy, knowing antl haying fullowwhip with God,
separating in word and act, as the priests of old between holy
and unholy, clean and unclean, ; Y
That this is God’s judgment, I s sure those who have
communion with Him well know 3 but thera is one speciab:
" stanes in seripture, in the history of Kli's old uge, in which this
is s elearly marked, that | mast recovd it here,~—His sons, who
were in the: priest’s office, had consumed their privileges.on
their lusty, the effect of which was ¢ that men abhorred the
offering of the Lord ;*'~they stoud as priests between God and
_the people ;—the people ought to have seen and known the will
and character of God in themn, and they saw a caricature, and
¢ so their sin was very great before the Lord,”” Eli reproved
their misconduct in word, he protested against it, as it is now
cajled, saying, * Why do ye such things, for | hear of your
evil dealings by all this people 2*°. . And bie did more, he nega-
tively reproved it io act, for he bad no fellowship with them in
the misdecd ; but in God’s estimate this was not sufficient it
was not  “abhorring that which is evil and cleaving to that
which is good,” und so all the responsibility vested vpon him ;
—he is singled out tu receive the message of auger, and in it
he is made the direct and positive associate of his sons in their
iniquity. —¢¢ There came a man of God unto i, and. said, thus
saith the Lord, did I plainly appear unto the hvuseof thy father,
when they were in Egypt, in Pharaoh's house, and did Lehoose
him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to offer upon
mine altar, to burn incense, and weat an ephod befope me.? and
did [ give unto the hotise of thy futher all the offerings made
by fire of the chilidren of farael 2 (and in it not to a yet higher
priesthood that the ehristinn iy col'ed ? 1 Pot, if, 59, Rev, i.
6.) wherefore kick yo ut my sacrifico snd mive offering which 1
have commanded in my habitution, snd Aonourest thy soms
above me, to make yourselves fat with all the offerings of the
children of Israel 2 Wherefore, the Lurd God of fsrael saith, 1
said, indeed, that thy house and the house of thy father should
’ £3 e ,
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walk before me for ever ; but now this be far from me, for them
that honour me 1 will honour, and they that despise‘me shall be
lightly esteemed.” (1 Sam. ii. 27—30.) How can there be
any other meaning to this expression of the mind of God, than
that if we are associate with those who comnmit evil, we are re=
spousible for their acts—for all their acts ? and that if we have
no power to check and put down the evil, we must cease to be
the associate of the evil doer, either by separating them from us,
if we have the power, if not, by separating ourselves from them.
The word of God to Eli was, * Wherefore kick YE at my sa-
crifices and make YoURSELVES fat "’ He stood before God
as a member of a body whose acts were iniquitous, and he was
judged in that membership ; and are not we judged so too ?
If we stand in union with others, it matters not the nature of the
union, God judges us in our federate character, and not as indi-
viduals ; and charges us with the sin of the body, and threatens
us with wrath, which is its penalty, If we are members of a
body we cannot stand before God at any time alone—the evil
or the good alike are ours: solemn thought ! whether it be to
those who are united together in a league (of which till now I
have been a member) to take peace from the earth and resist
evil, or in those yet more unballowed confederacies around us
which men call churches,—the word is alike to all, * Them
that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be
lightly esteemed.” And is not disregard of God’s holy name
and preference of evil the true reason why such fellowships are
continued in ? pot only without sorrow, but that they are even
defended, as declared in the same word to Eli—¢¢ Thou henour-
est thy sons aboveme.” If we cleave to any thing, is it not
because we honour it? and even if in itself evil, do we not de-
clare we prefer it though it be so, either for its own sake, or
because it is the channel of ease, emolument, or bonour,—to
"God’s will and God’s glory! Eli loved and honoured God,
but he loved and honoured his sons more, though they were
wicked ; and no doubt pacified his conscience by qualifying
God’s hatred of sin, and then gave a reluctant and of course
unheeded testimony against his sons” misconduct, whilehe prac-
tically allowed it, and the message of anger which was sent to
him, proves how little this will satisfy God :—¢ 1 willdo a thing
in lsrael, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it
shall tingle: when I begin I will also make an end ; for I have
told him that I will judge his house for ever, for the iniquity
which he knoweth, because his sons made themselves vile, and
ke frouned not on them.” (1 Saml. iii. 11—13.) Oh! onr God
isa holy God ! He frowns oo allowed evil, and shall not wp?
and can He be contented with our reproving it with our lips
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while we sanction it by our every day fellowship with it ? surely,
this is mocking both our God and our fellow-sinners ; what will
our words avail more than Eli's ?  Abhor that which is evil’—
 touch mot the uncleun thing*—*° come out and be separate,”
is the word of the Lord ; ¢ as obedient children, not fashioning
yourselves according to your former lusts, in yourignorance ; but
as He which hath called you is hely, be ye holy in all manner of
conversation, because it is written, be ye holy, for [ am
holy.”* (1 Pet,i. 14—16.) 3
There are many that have said to me, * we cannot deny the
sadness and unchristian character of war, and we do not think
it can be defended, but you ueed not take employment’ again,
and so you will not be called on to do deeds you deplore, and
- your pay and rank are given you for past service.”” In the
promptitude of the heart to listen to any suggestion that would
enable me to retain that which cost me many wearisome years
and almost all my natural health of body to become master of,

* There are two passages brought to condemn those who act on these clearly
developed piinciples, in separating from the worldly and unboly systems called
churches of this day, the first in Heb. x. *“ Not forsaking the assembling of our-
selves togeiher, as the manner of some is,”’—as charging wpon them, the necessity
of attending the orilinances of God, however evil their administration may be. The
second—** ‘These be they who separate themnselves, sensual, having not the Spirit,’'—
as classing them with those who fill up the fearful picture of evil, which character-
izes the last perilons days. Now to the first I answer, that the emphasis and indeed
meaning of the adinovition, rests upon the woid ““ ourselves ;” it says nothing of
authorized formularics, a nationally appointed ministry, or whatis worse, an orthodox
form of doctrive, preached in the power of man and not of God ; but it does distinetly
mark with the character of disobedience, those who prefer thuse things, in themselves
both tifeless aud nntneaning, to the living and happy commuuion of the saints of God,
who can “ exhort one another to luve and good works ;”* and surely then, he who
continues to unite in worship with those whom he knows not to be brethren, and who,
therefore, caunot come under the word * oursclves,” is setting at nought the very
command he quotes as his authority. The answer to the second must rest on the
character of the thing separated from : if the Lord says * Come out frem among them
and be ye separate, and touch not the unclean thing,”’ there can‘be no question as to
the necessity of forsuking that which is iniquitous ; the words * sensual, not baving the
Spirit,”” mst mark then the character of these separatists; (as well as the following
verse which charges those who are believers, to build up one gnother in their most holy
faith.”) they are thuse who prefer the ease of the flesh and the esteem of man, to the
self-denying, world-cracifying spirit of Jesus; and who, to retain these, will rather
have fellowship with known sinners snd sin, than with those who are walking in the
Spirit ot God : they ave separate from those who love andfollow Jesus, and refuse to
unite and worship with them, that they may hold fast the world and its honours, giving
up the communion of saints, * forsaking the assembling of themselves together,” to
unite with unbelievers, and those who love the world and its mammon ; and this too
in that blessed memorial of love, which is intended to declare those who partake of
it, to be but uNkK; and to strengthen them as such, by a living union. There was one
who was boly, harmless, undeiiled, and separate from sirners: in this, as in every
thing else, His saints are called to follow Him ; He was not scparate from those who
forsook all tafolluw Him, but He was from those who loved sin ; and yet those who
remain separate from the saiuts, in their prefereuce for any unboly alliance, which will
zive thetn worldly reputation, can use this word, which fearful as it is, exhibits in

tters of light, their own erring practice ; and cast it as a_charge of shame on  those
who would seek Jesus’ honour and not their own,  Separation from the workd and the
flesh, bowever masked under orthodox names, is the coustant work of God’s Holy
pirit,—*“ resisting nnto bluod striving against sin,” is the chorch’s motto—is it ours t
‘we shall not be without the Spirit, or sensualists, if it is; and this charge will not
wy to us. Two or three gathersd toyether, if the Spirit be there, is & church of

; and oot a multitude of formal worshippers under a [’apn or a Pupal priest-

hood, or what is worse, a people’s preacler, :
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1 have more than once submitted to the conclusiveness of this,
and may the Lord pardon e that [should cleave with such
faithless tenacity to that which He has taught me to be evil,
but it is hard to man’s weak heart to give up what it reckons
onas a certain income, for comparative poverty, and this 1
have felt, but not now, for He knoweth what T have need of,
and He hatb said, ¢ [ will never leave thee, nor forsake thee,”
so that we may boldly say, ¢ the Lord is my helper, and
having foud and raiment therewith be content: (Heb, xiii.)
but where can such an argument find iis place inan upright
heart ? If I have rank 1 bave attained it step by step in a ser-
vice which 1 have praved, to my own mind at least, to be en-
tirely contrary to the mind of God, and which 1 now seeto be
sinful.  What then is my rank but the evidence of my sin, the
abiding evidence of previoussin ? if it could be now gratuitously
bestowed on me without previous service, the question might
assume another character, though it would not alter it before
God ; (as 1 bave arguedon the ground of rank in worldly
service, irrespective of its character,) bhut as it is, it stands as
a proof of past service ; and if that were sinful, were is my
bouesty or consistency in retaining it? Ob the children ofthis
world, with their limited estimate of trath, would pronounce
this dishonest,~—that I should declare by word, and feel in
heart, a service to be siuful, while I practically deny it to be
80, by holding its name acd wages. DBut besides this, 1 am
unable to feel otherwise, then that it is far more than reward
of past service; in my conscience 1 should hold myself to bea
servant of the king orof the country, that gives me by its
commission authority and wages ; and while 1 had powers of
mind and body, 1 should fairly deem myselfa worthless one, if
I were not ready at a moment’s call, to obey all the require-
ments that were within the due limits of such service; and I
should be a traitor 1o it indeed, if 1 had outward union with it
~as enrolled on its list of members, and receiving its worldly
privileges and emoluments, while | was separate from it i
heart, and knew that [should be a traitor to my Lord if I
heeded its bidding and went on its disastrous service, and
therefore premeditatedly determined not to do so:  we
cannot serve two masters,’” God hath said it, and every day’s
experience proves it trae j—through abounding grace J have
chosen mine, and Heis *¢ the Prince of Peace ;° 1 cannot
serve Him and the world too ; I could not do honest service to
the world if 1 would, while 1 am following Him ; and ifI had
no higher principle, is not this enough ? But I repeat—10 avow
a thing to be wrong, is the acknowledgment of responsibility
to separate from it at any cost ; if it is evil in itself, a christian
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ought not, must not have fellowship with it. To have one’s
name (worthless as it may be in itself) on the list of those
appointed for military gervice, above all, to possess that, which
is the very essential of membership—pay and comnmission, and
which fixes one before God and man in a body of combatants,
is to have the fullest outward fellowship, short of doing the act
of nationally authorized murder; and this I would give up,
thinking myself indeed as their fellow sinner, honoured by
their companionship, and more worthless than them all: but
as a child of God and a witness for truth, called both in obedi-
ence to Him and true love for them, to declare, fairly, openly,
and intelligibly, that their deeds are evik :

The question of expedicney, prevalent asit is, is too low a
ground to meet vbjections on; if anact is wrong, it is either
guile or ignorance of God thet would persuade us to do it in
the vain hope that good might come; ** the root of such a plea
is rottenness and the blossom will go up as the dust.” To
continue in an office, which is in itselfevil, for the sake of what
is called “ influence’’ or ** opportunity to do good,” is not only
distrust of God, but supposing that He will give a bounty on
disobedience ; and not only this, but it is rejecting God's own
declared method of acting ; thatis, choosing man’s sveakness
in which to exhibit His own strength. Worldly influence can
make hypocrites, but nothing better ; the power of God alone
can ** do good,” for it is not by might, nor by power, but by
my Spirit, saith the Lord,  The pathway of cbedience is the
pathway of strength ; if we walk in the light, knowing God’s
perfect and acceptable will, we can declare it to others; if not,
we are but leading them astray ; and besides, ¢ God hath
chosen the foolish things of the wurld to confound the wise,
and the weak things of the world to confound the things which
are mighty, and base thiugs of the world, and things which
are despised hath God chosen, and things which are not, to
bring to nought things that are, that no flesh should glory-in
His presence.” (1 Cor, i. 27~—~29.) Truly this is a hard saymg,
but if it means any thing, it is, that all that the world esteems
—its authority, rank, wisdom, riches, or enticing words, are
no better then hindrances in God’s work, for they are the
property of the flesh, and vpposed to the abasing and simple
power of the Holy Spirit : * If any man seemeth to be wise in
this world, he must become a fool, that he may be made wise.”
Saul thought to do God serviee, by preserving the best of the
cattle of the Amalekites, under the plausible and doubtless
truly intended plea of sacrificing them to God, a8 thanksgiving
offerings : the word of God sent to him by Samue), is surely
directed to all, who would, like bim, serve Goud their own
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way ;—¢ Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and
szr(‘.riﬁvc's, asin obeving the voice of the Lord ? behuold ! to
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken, then the fat of
rams ; for rebellion is as the sin of witcheraft, and stubborness
is as iniquity and idolatry ; because thou hast rejected the
ward of the Lord, He also hath rejected thee from being king.”
(T Saml. xv.)

Iu conclusion T would say, the glory of God and love for my
brethren—that they might see fram the act itself, and this
explanatory testimony, what Isolemnly believe to be the miud
ai God, relative to_separation from all evil,—and lastly, the
jov of my own sont before God, which will always be checked
by discbedienee, are my motives for thus standing forth in a
position, which I know will bricg upon me much reproach;
my heart is sad in the anticipation of this, not for my own sake,
but fur those, who, while they call themselves hy the name of
Jesus, neitler know the glory ner love the shame of His cross.
For wyself, 1 know, if there is rot unkindaess of spirit in
tis appeal, (which niay God forgive if there is, it is not meant,)
it cannnly be offensive because it is true ; and because by its
trath, it costs diseredit on the errieg practice of so many; bot
ohis there no Gruth in the word *“if ye are reproached for the
name of Chabt, happy are ye, for the Spirit of glory and of
God resteth on you s on their pave He isevil spoken of, on
vour purt He is glorvified 7 (1 Pot.ive 14) blessed, blessed
theught, that He should be glorified in vur reproach ; surely
this were recompense enough, but He has told us of far more,
¢ whosoever shall do the will of my Father, the same is my
brother, aud my sister, and my mother 27 *“ifany man serve
we let him follew me, and where 1 am, there shall also my
servant be ; if any man serve we, bim will my Father honour,”
Betore God, T would declare this to be my only desire; and [
urge it upon my brethren that it may be theirs too—to serve
Jesus, and that by following Thm ; and to seek in His service
and for its reward, * vot the honour which cometh from men,
bat that wiich cometh fram God only,”” remembering the
blessed assurance, that *the God of peace will hruise Satan
uuder our feet shortly,” ¢and thatic a little while He that
shall come will come, and will not tarry ; and then shall every
mau have praise of God,” ¢ fornot he that commendeth hiun-
self is approwd, but whom the Lord commendeth,”

i pray my Lord, and my brethren too to  pardon meif I
have given pain (o them by one word of harshness ; my con-
tention is not with them, but with evil, and God knoweth, love
for Him, whose honour 1 seek, and for them, that they may
serve in laithfuluess their crucified Lord, has been the guide
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both to my heart and my pen ; but I do beseech them to con-
sider what 1 have advocated as though they were befure
 the great white throne.”” It is easy for the well-skilled
sophistry of a deceitfnl heart to evade the power of any truth
for the present, and the difficulty of obedience, even where the
conscience is convinced, may induce many to say with the
slothful man. ¢ thereis a lion in the streets,’’ therefore would
1 cry out, ““lest any be havdened through the deceitfulness of
sin,” ¢ knowing the time, that now it ig high time to awake
gut of sleep, for now is  our salvation nearer then when we
believed ; the night is far spent, the day is at hand, let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and put en the armour
of light,” ¢ The deceivableness of unrighteousness” is the
character of Satan’s power in the last days—unrighteousness
masked~but in vuin is the net spread in the sight of any
bird.”* Are we then walking in the light  Oh ! nothing short of
that can save us fram the peril 3 and { would ery to my breth-
ren that are limzering in the darkness of Babylon, ¢ awake!
awake! and Christ shall give thee light ' drink not of the
cup of harlotry and death ! the darkvess of deceit and false-
hood is folding itself around the church, and oh it is a sad and
heart-breaking sight to see that which decsares itself to be the
bride of the lowly and homeless Joesus, covered with the titles
and honours of this world,—the crimson and gold of the harlot,
instead of the white and unstained garments of faithful love—
to see them labouring in the counsels of the vogodly, striving
to be Lords, Bishops, Members of Parliament, Mayors, Rev-
+ erends, or anything else that will bring man’s honour, with an
_earnestness that should be all given to the service of their Lord,
and all without shame, nay, even boasting of it and proclaiming
it through the land ; bat thussaith the Lord, as the last warning
of His long-suffering love, “rLer our oF TRE MipsT OF
BABYLON, COME OUT OF HER MY PEOPLE, THAT YE BE NOT
PARTAKERS OF NIKR SINS, AND THAT YE RECEIVE NOT OF
HER PLAGUES, FOR HER SINS HAVE REACHED UNTO
HEAVEN, AND QGOD HATH REMEMBERED HER INIQUI-
T1ES ;"* but alas | does ho not say too, and oh how forcible
isthe word now, ‘““NEVERTHELESS, WHEN I COME SHALL
I FIND FAITH ON EARTH



In printing another edition of this pamphlet, I would
meet a charge of inconsistency which has been made
against me, with apparent fuirness, because my
name is not erased from the official Nuvy List.

This is not my fault ; indeed it would have been un-
known to me had not this charge been made when
this pamphlet was published.—1It was sent to the
Lords qf the Admirclly, with a Letter respectfully
resigning my eomaission, and since that time I have
not received any pay, or cousidered myself in any
way attached to the service,

I attribute the reluctance of' 1the Government lo erase
my name {o their hindness—but what could I do
more 2

P, F. H.

ROWE, PRINTER, PLYMOUTH.



