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Who will be judged ?
“ MUST wait till the judgment-day before I

can answer that question, sir.”
The speaker was a middle-aged working-

man, and the question to which he referred was
one put to him by a preacher of the gospel.
Standing by the door of the hall where an evan-
_gelistic meeting had been held, the preacher had
laid his hand upon the man's shoulder, and had
asked him the question, “ Are you saved ? ”

It is to be feared that multitudes would answer
that simple question in a similar way. They
imagine that no one can be certain of his salvation
until the day of judgment, which, in their opinion,
is to finally decide the destiny of all men, "and to
assign each a portion either with the saved or Iost.

Now Scripture makes it very clear that salvation
is to be known and enjoyed

' -- AS A PRESENT REALITY.. .
If not, what meaning can be attached to such
words as “ By grace ye an‘ saved,” and “ God, who
hath saved us"? No one has any right to call
himself a Christian unless he can say, “ By God’s
grace I am saved ; my sins are forgiven, and -I am
bound forilieaven."



:1 \\/HO \\'ILL 1111: JUDGED?

\Vhen the judgment-throne is set up, it will not
be to determine who shall be saved and who not.
That matter must be settled on earth, and, thanks
to the unspeakable efficacy of Christ’s atonement,
it is settled for every true believer in Him.

But all are not clear as to this, and it is with the
desire of helping such to a better understanding of
what the Scriptures teach on the subject that this
paper is written.

Satan, that great enemy of souls, has so tur11ed
things upside down that many who should be
rejoicing and praising God for His goodness are
often trembling for fear of what the judgment-
day may bring. Instead of being at peace
they are a prey to the most tormenting doubts;
while others who have good cause to be
alarmed at the thought of coming judgment
are the very ones who manifest the most brazen-
faced indifference!

Our present object is not to deal with these
latter, but to help any of the children of God who,
conscious of many shortcomings, are not at ease
when they think of “ judgment to come.”

I think we shall see more than one reason for
this unsettled, unhappy state. The first is an
imperfect app-rehensz'on of

THE LOVE OF GOD.

In I ]ohn iv. 17, I8 we read, “ Herein is our
love made perfect, that we may have baldness in the
day of judgment .' because as He is, so are we in
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this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect
love casteth out fear."

This is the proper state for a Christian, but how
different from that of many! Instead of boldness
in view of the day of judgment, there is misgiving;
instead of fear being cast out, it is in full
possession. Ah! the reason is that they do not
know the love of God.

Perhaps, reader, you think I have misread the
verse. You tell me the passage says nothing
about God’s love, but much about ours, and that,
speaking for yourself, you are only too conscious
of the imperfection of your love to God, and while
that is so you do not see how you can have the
boldness of which the apostle speaks.

You are indeed right in supposing that your love
to God is far from perfect. It may and should
increase, but never while you are on earth will it
reach perfection. If boldness in view of the
judgment depends upon your love to God, you will
remain a stranger to it to the end of your days.

But the translation of our excellent Authorised
Version of the Bible is somewhat misleading in
this case. If you happen to possess a Bible with
marginal references, you will see the words
“Gr. love with us ” placed alongside verse 17.
This means that the Greek text (the original
language of the epistle) is more correctly translated
by the words “love with us ” than by the words
“ our love."

This will help you to understand that it is not
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0-zzr love to God with which the passage deals, but
God's love, not as a doctrine, or as an abstract,
far-off‘ idea, but with us-—love known and enjoyed
by us. It is this love that imparts such boldness,
when we think of the judgment, and which casts
out every fear. The fear of being judged by God,
and the knowledge that we are loved by God as a
father loves his children, cannot exist together in
the soul. VVhen the love of God comes in

FEAR MUST GO OUT.

“ Perfect love casteth out fear.”
' Now this love of God is blessedly revealed to
us in the gift of His Son to die in our stead. Vfile
find His goodness expressed in many a providential
dealing ; the wonders of creation show His wisdom
and power. But, while Nature declares that God
lives, in the cross of Christ we see that God loves.
Can you, as you think of what it must have cost
God’s heart to smite and forsake ]esus, and as you
remember that all that was for yon, can you, I ask,
have any doubt as to God’s love?

If, in view of Calvary, you can still doubt it,
let us draw near and listen to the prayer uttered by
the ‘Lord _]'esus Himself just before He suffered.
For whom is He praying? For His disciples,
those with whom He walked and talked on earth.
But is it for them alone P ' Hearken : “ Neither pray
I for these alone, but for them also which shaZl- believe
on Me through their word.” Then He" is‘ praying
for you and me! Oh, thrilling thought! Christ
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speaking about us! Let us listen further to His
words: “ That the world may know that Thou hast sent
Me, and hast loved them, AS THOU HA ST LOVED
ME." (john xvii. 23.)

Is it not marvellous ? Do you catch the
meaning of these words? Find, if you can, a line
long enough to measure the love which the Father
has to His only begotten Son, and then, but not till
then, will you find a line long enough to measure
His love to us! He loves us as He loves His Son !

This infinite love rests upon all who believe.
It rests in unclouded fulness upon you, dear
trembling, perplexed fellow-believer. Can you
suppose that you, loved as you are, so dearly, will
ever come under judgment, or be put upon your
trial to see whether heaven or hell shall be your
eternal dwelling-place? Far be the thought !

But there is another cause of uncertainty
amongst Christians as to this point, namely-—

THE LACK OF CLEAR, SCRIPTURAL
TEACHING

concerning “judgment to come.” There is hardly
any subject upon which such ignorance prevails.
The common notion is that at the last day the
great white throne will be set up, and every child
of Adam summoned before it, and ultimately placed
either with the sheep on the right hand or the
goats on" the left. This idea, which has no support
in Scripture,'is largely due to our not distinguish-
ing between things that differ.
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In reading the Old Testament no one supposes
that all the passages which speak of judgment
refer to one and the same event. No one could
possibly confound the judgment of the Deluge
with the judgment of the wicked cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah. The one was universal, the
other only local. The one was a judgment by
water, the other a judgment by fire. And there
were hundreds of years between the two.

But in reading the New Testament it is often
supposed that every passage which speaks of
coming judgment refers to the great white throne.
In real-ity the New Testament speaks of several
judgment-days, and these are as easily distinguished
as the Deluge from the burning of Sodom.

Let us take, for an example, the judgment of
the sheep and goats described in Matthew xxv.
This is often regarded as a description of what
will take place at the great white throne mentioned
in Revelation xx. But if you will read the two
passages, and consider their contexts, you will see
at least five differences between them, which I will
place side by side for the sake of clearness.

Judgment of Sheep and Judgment of Great White
Goats. Throne.

NIATT. xxv. - R;;v_ xx_
1. The subjects tof judg- I. The subjects of judg-

ment, are living nations-— ment are the dead, small
those alive on earth when and great.
the Lord comes as Son of
Man to reign.



who WlI.L are Juoolsn? 7

2. The scene of judgment
is the earth when the Lord
comes to take possession of it.

3. The time of judgment
is at the beginning of the
Lord's thousand-year reign
over the earth.

4. The judgment is divers
—--some are blessed, some
are cursed.

CD

5. The ground of judg-
ment is not exactly sins, but
the way in which those who
stand there have treated the
Lord’s brethren (the Jews).

t

1.417

1-
l

2. The judgment takes
place after heaven and earth
have fled away.

3. The time of judgment
is after the thousand years
of the Lord's reign over the
earth.

4. All who stand before
the great white throne are
condemned. There are none
blessed.

5. The ground of judg-
ment is the sins of those who
stand there—they are judged
“according to their works."

Is it not perfectly clear that these two judgment
scenes are entirely different?

Perhaps you reply, “ Yes, I cannot but see that,
but I am anxious to know at which of them shall
we who are believers be judged.”

Is that your question ? Then note the answer:
At neither the one nor the other !

“ But surely we have a judgment-day, have
we not?

Yes, assuredly.
_ “And you would have us look forward to it
with calmness and assurance ? ”

Certainly not.
“What! must we not look forward to it with

feelings of confidence? How should we look
forward to it then? ”
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\-Ve should not look forward to it at all. \\'e
should look back to it !

I will explain what I mean. \\'hen Jesus hung
as our Surety upon the tree, when the clouds
of divine judgment broke upon Him, when He
suffered the wrath of God in expiation of our guilt
—-that was the Christian's judgment-day. In the
Person of our Substitute our sins were judged.
judgment fell upon our misdeeds, and every atom
of that judgment was exhausted by our blessed
Sin-bearer, so that our jndgnze-rzt-day is a thing of the
past !

So complete is our identification with Christ" in
God’s sight that He reckons His punishment as
ours. But our identification with I-Iim does not
stop there. If He represented us on the cross, He
also represents us in glory.

HE IS THERE FOR US.

And as surely as He has left judgment and death
behind Him, so surely have we left judgment and
death behind us. He and we are bound up in the
same bundle of" life and glory !

just as truly as Christ is beyond death and
judgment, and is now in resurrection life and
righteousness before -the face of God, so have we
passed beyond judgment, and out of death, and are
in life and righteousness before Him. All this is
not a matter of experience or attainment (though
it is good to understand it, and have an experience
in accordance with it), but it is what has been



who wlm. ma jUl?(;I-ll)? 9

accomplished through the death and resurrection
of Christ. for every believer, no matter what his
feelings or fears may be. We have ceased to
belong, in God’s reckoning, to the family of Adam,
which is hastening on to judgment and condemna-
tion, and we belong to Christ; everything that was
against us has been removed through His work
upon the cross, and now we are

“IN HIM," WHERE HE IS.

This may not be understood all at once, but a
simple il_lustration_ will help to make at least one
point clear. _ _

Some years ago I was travelling from the north-
west of jamaica by the newly-opened railway to
Kingston. At one point, high up among the wild
mountains of the Cockpit district, my train came
to a standstill, and as it remained stationary for a
considerable time, some of the passengers alighted
to ascertain the cause.

It was soon found that a great land_slide _had
taken place, and that the railway ahead of us was
blocked by hundreds of tons of .1‘.ock and earth.

The..officials, meanwhile, had not been idle.~ A
telegram had been despatched, requesting that
another train might be sent, and, after a time, it
appeared, coming up close to the obstacle, but on
the clear side of it. \»Ve were _then,asked to leave
the train on the wrong side, and climb, over the
fallen mass of earth and stone, -and take our seats
in the new train.
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Vl/hen seated therein we had nothing between
us and our goal but a few hours’ journey. The
way was all clear. That which had stood in our
way was now behind us. \'Ve had left the train on
the wrong side of it, and were now in the train on
the right side of it.

In the same way, you and I, dear fellow-believer,
were once on the wrong side of death and
judgment. Death, with all its sting, lay ahead,
and after that the judgment. But, by God's
grace, we have left that position, and we are now
in Christ, on the other side. Death is robbed of
its sting, judgment has all been borne, and there is
nothing between us and heaven but a short
journey !

“ Death and judgment are behind us,
Grace and glory are before ;

All the billows rolled o'er Jesus,
There they spent their utmost power."

Is not this enough to fill our hearts with thanks-
giving and joy?

Will you now turn to a scripture which bears
testimony in the most emphatic way to the fact
that the believer will never be called into judg-
ment? In john v. 24. we read: “Verily, verily, I
say unto you, He that heareth My word, and
believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but
is passed from death unto life.”

If you have a Revised Version of the Bible at
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hand, and will take the trouble to turn to this
passage, you will see that the word “judgment"
is substituted for the word “condemnation” in
our text. It is the same word as that translated
“judgment ” in verses 22 and 27. This is to be
noted; for, if a man be brought into court, and
his case gone into, even if the verdict be in his
favour, he has come into judgment, though not
into condemnation. Now the point of our verse is
that the believer will

NEVER COME INTO JUDGMENT.

He will never be called to stand at God’s bar.
His case will never have to be gone into, for it has
been gone into between God and Christ upon the
cross. How precious are these words: “ Shall
not come into judgment." \-Vhat balm they
contain for the doubting, trembling believer !

But, perhaps, a passage of Scripture occurs to
the reader's mind which appears to contradict what
has been said. In 2 Corinthians v. IO, it is stated
that “ we must all appear before the judgment-
seat of Christ." How can this verse be reconciled
with that which says the believer shall not come
into" judgment ?

We may be sure there is no discrepancy between
the two, and if we fail to see how they agree, the
flaw is in our understanding, and not in the
Scriptures. _

But in this particular case the difficulty is soon
removed.
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\\"hile Christ (according to john v. 2.2.) is the
judge, both at the great white throne and at the
scene where the sheep and goats appear, we must.
not conclude that the term “judgment-seat of
Christ" refers exclusively to either of those
tribunals. A careful examination will show that
the words refer to something entirely different;
and that in fact they bring before us a fourth
judgment-day !

We have noticed three already :—--
(1) The future judgment of the living

_nations.
(2) The future and final judgment of all the

' unsaved dead.
(3) The judgment of the believer in the

_ person of his Substitute at Calvary.
And now we may add—-

(4) The judgment of the believer’s works at
the “judgment-seat of Christ." ~

But with regard to this last we must notice
that the word “judgment " is not used in exactly
the same sense as in the other three connections.
Instead of conveying the idea of a sentence of
condemnation, it rather expresses the thought of
review and reward.
_ And, moreover, it is not said that we shall all
be jvztgecl, but that , we must all appear (or “be
manifested”) before the judgment-seatof Christ.
The unsaved will undoubtedly. appear "there ' (on
another occasion, when the judgment-seat of



wHo WILIL BE Junor-:0? I3

Christ assumes the character of the great white
throne) to be judged for their sins. It is not so
with us who are believers. VVe shall appear‘ there
for a very different purpose; nor will it be at the
same time as they. I

Further, when we appear there, it will be as
glorified saints,

WITH CHRIST AND LIKE CHRIST.

Vl/e shall already have been made sweetly
conversant with the joys of the Father’s house.
Already we shall have been introduced into the
place prepared for us in those many mansions. Is
it possible that we shall be called from all this, to
be put upon our trial and be judged for our sins?
A thousand times no !

\/Vill the apostles, the imartyrs, and others who
have been “ with Christ " for hundreds of years be
called to stand at His bar for the question to be
decided whether they shall be sent to hell or
allowed toremain in heaven? Surely not. Though
both they and we must appear there, it will not be
in order to be judged. The passage we have
looked at, john v. 24, assures us of that.

Then for what purpose shall we be there?
It has already been pointed out that there are

two thoughts connected with the. Christian's
appearing before the judgment-seat of Christ. p VVe
shall be therefor the purpose of‘ review and. for
the purpose of reward. Our lives on earth, and our
eonduct as responsible beings, will there be
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reviewed in the light of God’s presence ; and all
that has been of or for Christ will be rewarderl.
Not even a cup of cold water, given for His sake.
will be forgotten.

I think this will be made very clear by a homely
illustration.

Two schoolboys, in the course of their rambles,
espy some rosy apples hanging upon a tree, which
stands temptingly close to the roadside. The tree
belongs to Mr. N———, a gentleman well known in
the neighbourhood, and a magistrate.

The boys look longingly at the ripe fruit, and,
yielding to temptation, fill their pockets with the
apples. just as they are about to make off, who
should confront them but~lVIr. N————- himself !

Laying his hands firmly upon the shoulder of
each, he says, “ I have watched you from my
window, and I know how you have robbed me.
Both of you deserve a good thrashing."

But it occurs to Mr. N———— that the opportunity
is a favourable one for teaching the boys a lesson
of grace, so he continues, “ I will let you off, how-
ever, this time; for I see that you are sorry, and I
will say no more about it.”

The two boys, glad to escape so easily, are full
of Mr. N———-’s praises, and think him one of the
kindest men they have ever met.

Shortly afterwards “breaking-up " day comes
round at the school which the two boys attend,
and it is announced that Mr. N—-——, the magis-
trate, has kindly consented to distribute the prizes.
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Amongst those who are to receive them are our
two young friends. Called by name, each in his
turn has to appear before Mr. N——--—, who in a few
kindly words comments upon the report handed to
him by the head-master, reviewing the boy’s
conduct for the previous term at school, and then
hands him the prize.

Now I venture to think that neither of these
two boys could have any doubt as to wnv he had
to appear before Mr. N——--—. They would have
no fear that he would call them to account for
stealing his apples, for had he not pledged his
word that he would say no more about it? The
reason why they were called before him now was
for their course to be reviewed and their prize to
be handed to them.

So with the believer. He has God’s own pledge
that He will remember his sins and iniquities on
more. (Heb. 2'. 17.) It cannot, then, be for the
purpose of judgment that he will be called to
appear before the “judgment-seat of Christ."
No, it is that his course on earth might be reviewed
in the light of the glory i11 which he will then be
at home, and that any little act of faithfulness
to Christ may have its due reward.

The thought of what will take place on that
occasion, though never causing the Christian any
fear, should exercise a wholesome influence on his
life and conduct. For while his place in those
“many mansions” of the Father's house is
eternally secured for him by the unalterable
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purpose of God, on the ground of the toorh of Christ
alone, his place in the kingdom-glory of the
millenial reign of Christ is determined at His
judgment-seat according to the Christian’s faith-
fulness on earth. To some a higher place will be
given than to others. The parable of the talents
in Luke xix. makes this clear. Both the quantity
(Luke ;>ci.r. 15) and the quality (I Cor. iii. I3, I4.)
of our service for Christ will be taken into account.

\Vhat grace, to work in us the desire to please
Him, to enable us, by His Holy Spirit, to carry
out the desire, and then to reward us as if we had
doneit!

I trust that what has been said is enough to
dispel every doubt and fear from the mind of the
Christian reader when thinking of the .coming
judgment, and to fill his heart with joyful anticipa-
tion when he thinks of the judgment-seat of
Christ. H. P. 13..
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