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NOTES OF A LECTURE
ON EPHESIANS I.

1\T the last lecture I lnentioncd that the two Epistles
in which the second coming of the Lord is not spoken
of are the Galatians and tl1c Ephesians. It may seem
strange that, this being the case, I should have selected
on this occasion the chapter we l1ave just read. But I
have done so, (and shall refer to other passages with
the same intention, desiring to found all I say upon
Scripture) because that chapter gives us a general view
of the whole schelne and plan that will be fully accom-
plished at the second coming of our Lord. It does not
speak of the fact of Christ’s coming, but it does tell of
the purpose which God has, and that will then be
accomplished. A.11Cl not only that, but it shows us the
way i_n which the church of God (I mean all true saints
gathered to Christ by the Holy Ghost sent down from
heaven) at the coming of Christ have a portion or part
in it---what their place in this great plan of God is,
that plan having necessarily for its centre the exaltation
of the Son, “the brightness of God’s glory.” He was
humbled to be exalted.

The way in which God has dealt with us, beloved
friends, is this—-He l1as brought us conlpletely to Elim-
self, having respect to the whole value of Christ’s work 5
and, in doing that, He l1as given us a place with Christ
makes us like Christ; and, having thus made us near
to Himself, He then unfolds to us all His plans. It
1s not merely being made safe, but, being brought as
children to God: “all things are yours, and ye are
Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.” But then, having done
that, He treats you-—as I-Iis expression is to Abraham,
and as Christ’s expression is to His disciples-—as friends.
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The Lord says, “ Shall I hide from Abralnnn that thing
which I do?” And what I-Ie_tl1<i1]i_t.oild .[:Inn was‘ 111?;
lnerel that he )ersonally was 111 - 1s avour---Z em -. e
told liim long laefore. He does not merely show him
the promises which belonged to him and his seed. But
He told him too what concerned the world, and d1d
not immediately concern himself. This was the special
mark of friendship. _

If I am. dealinw with a man with "whom I am on
good terms, but ngt on terms of friendship, I tel] hiln
whatever is needed with regard to the business between
us, according to the co1n1non courtes1es of hie 3 and
there it ends. But if I have a friend, I tell h11n what
is in my heart. This is what God does wiith I'I{is chil:
dren—-as Christ said to I-Iis diciples, “ I ence "orth J.
call you not servants, for the servant lcnowcth not
what 1-Iis Lord doeth : but I have called you friends;
for all things that I have heard of my Father I have
made known 1u1to you.”

And there is not a greater proof of the extent to
which the church has lbost its conscious identity with
Christ, than its giving up its expectation of the coming
of Christ. And why is that but because there are so
many whose hearts do not eiiter into this thought, that
God has brought them so near to I-Iimself that they
arse consiclprlecl a1.stl1a\:i1;%g been taken into I-Ilis familyi

ons an aug ers, 1e expresslon 1s, anc sons anc.
daughters too of full ave. That was not their position
undzr the law. . Therefore it is said that “the heir, as
long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant
though he be lord of all. But when the fulness of the
time was come God sent forth His Son made of a
woman, made uhder the law, to redeem theim that were
under the law, that we mlght recelve the adoption of

And £b<-:>é:[a11sg ye _are sons, fired hath sent forth
t e pirit 0 is on mto your earts, cryincr Abba
Father.” A nd, because you have the Spirit, becaI1se you
have an U.Il0'lJ1OI1 from the Holy one, you know all things,
having the consciousness of being sons of God, sons of
full age, so as to possess the confidence of the Father,

m
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1\nd the same Spirit, who is the Spirit of adoption.
unfolds to us all the things which are freely given to
us of God. “It is written, eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into tl1e heart of Inan, the
things which C-ed hath prepared for theni that love
I*Ii1.n.” And there people generally stop ; whereas the
apostle goes on to say, in order to show the difference
between that and our state, “ But God hath revealed
theln unto us by I-lis Spirit, for the Spirit searcheth
all things, yea, the deep things of Cred. Now we have
received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
which is of God, that we niight know the things
which are freely given to us of God.” New is it not a
strange thing that people should quote that passage
which declares that man’s heart hath not conceived the
things which Cred hath prepared for theln that love
Ilim, a11d should pass over the declaration which
follows, and which contrasts the position of Christians,
saying C-od had revealed them unto them, and given
theln the Spirit to enable thein to understand them?
Ailcl is it not a sorrowful thing, when the Lord hath
put us in such a place that Ile confides “to us, (poor
creatures as we are,) in a certain sense, the glory of
Christ, having confided to us all His thoughts about
Christ, that we should say, “Oh! we cannot pretend
to such things as that '2” I will not say it is ingrati-
tude--it is worse, it is dishonouring the love God has
shown to us. Suppose a child were to say, “ I do not
pretend to the confidence of my father; I do not want
that 5 I am simply willing to obey hiin," I would say
to such a one, “you are a very unhappy child,
extremely unhappy 3 you do not know what a child’s
place is.”

It is just that which the apostle brings out in this
chapter. He first speaks (although I do not dwell
upon that now-—not that it is not precious : I thought,
while reading, ho\v sweet it wvas) he speaks in the
early part of the chapter of the place in which we are
set before God--—“ that we should be holy and without
blame before him in love, having predestinated us unto

I
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the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to I-Iimself,
according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise
of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath n1ade.us
accepted in the beloved; in whom we have ,redempt1on
through his blood, the forgiveness of s1ns. X'ou are
brought into C-od’s likeness of righteousness a11d holl-
ness before God--“ holy and without blame before hnn
in love.” You are brought into the place of sons,
having the adoption of children, and you have got the
forgiveness of your sins and are accepted 1n the beloved
Himself. That is the place you are brought into:
there is no other place for a christian. I-Lnd now, says
the Lord, having put you there, I an: going to tell
you what my plan is for Christ’s glory and your glory
along with him. He says, wherein-— that is, 1n “ the
riches of his grace”-—“ he hath abou11ded toward us in
all wisdom a11d prudence; having made known unto
us the mystery of his will, according to his good plea-
sure which he hath purposed in I-Iimself 3 that in the
dispensation of the fulness of tinies” I"Ie hath not only
given us this redemption, so that we know where we
are in our relationship to C-od, but, being in this
relationship, has shewn us all this of his plan—“that
in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which
are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in him.”

MIark where we are connected with it: in W'l10l1'1
also we have obtained an inheritance.” \Ve are heirs,
as the apostle says to the Romans,——“ heirs of God,
and joint heirs with Christ.” That is, God says, I am
going to give all to Christ 3 I am to gather together in
one all things which are in heaven and on earth in
Hini; and with Him you are joint heirs-—witl1 Him
you have got the inheritance. That is the way in
which the chapter presents to us the purpose and
thought of God. .

Now just look at various passages which show how
He brings this about, and _the way in which, beloved
frlends, He will take us to put us mto the inheritance.
For it is for this we are waiting. I/Ve are not waiting
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to be heirs, but we are waiting for the inheritance..
\+Ve are not waiting to be sons—-we are all the children
of Cod through faith in Christ Jesus ; but we are wait-
ing to get what belongs to the sons. Poor earthen
vessels that we are here, in the wilderness, we are
waiting for that. I-Ie has given us “ the I-Ioly Spirit
of prolnise, which is the earnest of our inheritance,
until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto
the praise of ]5.l.'is glory.” That is, the glory of I-Iis grace
we have got, the redemption 5 but the glory we have
not got this we are waiting for.

Such is the order of his prayer withal : our calling
our nearness to Cred 3 our inheritance, that is, every-
thing of which we are heirs along with Christ; and,
then, there is the power which brings us into it-—that
is, the very same power which raised Christ from the
dead has raised every believer out of his state of death
in sin to the same place with Christ. And, having
brought theln i_nto one, at the end he shows us the
place to which Christ is raised-—“ at his own right
hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality,
and power, and might, and dominion, and every name
that is named, not only in this world, but in that
which is to come; and hath put all things under his
feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the
church, which is his body, the fulness of hiln that
filleth all i11 all.”

This enables us to see a little of the way in which
Cred accomplishes His plan, and it was to show what
that plan is that I read this chapter——“That in the dis-
pensation of the fulness of times He might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in
heaven and which are on earth ”—under Christ as the
Head. But when Christ takes this place as man--of
course as God He is over all always——but when He
takes this place as man, we take the inheritance along
with Him. We are joint-heirs—-“in whom also we
have obtained an inheritance.” And, again in Romans,
“ if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ.”
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~Now the principle of that is what many _Ch.ristians
are sadly unmindful of, having lost the coiiscioiisiiess oi
the way in which they have been brought by God into
the Same. place as Christ, who became_ a inan on
purpose to bring us into the same place with 1-.[1msel{,'.;
“ The glory which thou gavest me I have g1ve_11 them.
If He is a Son, so are we. I-le is our life, our righteous-
ness 3 and we share His glory, the fruit of i‘1_gl1te011S110SS-
When He was transfigured, hioses and_1Llia-s. appeared
in the same glory, talking familiarly with I-Iim. And
we should consider that the Lord has come down in
lowliness and humiliation amongst us, that our hearts
might get near enough to 1-Iim to understand that. "'

Having got the plan then, we shall now go through
some passages of Scripture to show how the Lord brings
it about. If you will turn to Psalm 11. you will see
the way in which the Lord was first presented on earth
to have the earthly dominion, and was rej ected,"“" we
shall see iminediately how the two things are connected.
“Why do the heathen rage, and. the people imagine a
vain thing ‘.3 The kings of the earth set themselves, and
the rulers take counsel together against the Lord, and
against His anointed.” This is quoted by Peter with re-
ference to I-Ierod and Pilate, &c. “I~Ie that sitteth in
the heavens shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in
derision.” That is, Christ Himself shall have them in
derision. “Then shall He speak unto them inHis wrath,
and vex them in I-Iis sore displeasure.” This is not come
yet. “ Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of
Zion ”-—in spite of all this rejection—-“ I will declare
the decree : the Lord hath said unto nie, Thou art my
Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of me and
I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and
the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possessions.
Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt
dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” These
judgments, of course, are not come yet.
 

* The words are quoted in the New Testament, but do not give
our portion of the inheritance at all.
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find now, as confirmatory of what I have just said,
let me ask you to turn to the.]3ook of Revelation, at
the end of the second chapter, to show the way in
which we are connected with Christ. IIe that over-
cometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him
will I give power over the nations : and he shall rule
them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter
shall they be broken to shivers; even as I received of
my Father.” I refer to this now for the purpose of
showing that even in such things the saints are
connected with Christ, although these, of course, are
not the most blessed things in which they are con-
nected with I'Ill1l. It is said immediately afterwards,
“and I will give him the inorning star”——Christ
Ilimself; and this is infinitely niore precious. But
still I-Ie associates them with I-Iimself in all His glory.
I-Ie receives these heathen for His inheritance and
breaks them in pieces; and so shall you with Him,
if you are faithful.

It is strange to see how the Church of God has lost
the sense of all things; and I refer to these passages
to show how the saints are associated with Christ, even
with reference to those extreme cases. “D0 ye not
know,” says Paul to the Corinthians, “ that the saints
shall judge the world.” I-Ie tells theni just to think
of that, and then to consider whether they were not
worthy “ to judge the smallest matter,” (speaking of
saints going to law with one another.) Are you not
able, any of you, to settle the commonest things between
yourselves—“ know ye not that we shall judge
angels '3” It was necessary to tell them this, because
they had not got hold of a right understanding of the
place in which Christ has put the saints, because they
did not see their association with Christ, in all the ful-
ness of its meaning. I h ave referred to this association
with Christ in judgment, not at all because it is the
most blessed part of it, but as confirmatory of what I
have said about the association of the saints with Christ.

Observe that the second Psalm speaks of Christ’s
coming and being rejected. Peter quotes it in that
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view and Paul also the words, “Thou art my Sen;
this day have I begotten thee.” And, being rejected,
the Lord (that is, Christ) is there represented as
laughing--which is of course a figure--at _all the
raging of the nations ; and it is said that the t11ne \\"lll.
come when I'Ie will sit in Zion in spite of them all,
and have all the world given IIim for I-Iis inheritance.
This, however, does not present Ilim in the place, in
wvhich the I\le\v Testament largely represents I-[nn.
Here IIe is only connected with the fate of the Jews,
and the judgment of the heathen and rebels at the
time of the end.

At I-Iis first coining, I-Ie was rejected as Christ, the
Messiali, the 15.Lnointed. And mark what light this
throws even upon the Gospel. “Te find Christ charging
His disciples strictly that they should no more say I-lie
was the Christ, because I-Ie was to be rejected, for
“ the son of man,” He says, “ shall suffer many
things.” It was, as if I~Ie had said-—“ I am not now
to take iny place as I{ing of Zion. I come in another
way. I come to be the sufiiering Son of inan, in order
that I inay afterwards take a far higher place of glory.”
You find accordingly in Luke and the other gospels,
that He strictly charges His disciples not to say that
He ‘was the Christ, because that was really over, in
consequence of His being rejected. Now take the
eighth Psalm—-“O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is
thy name in all the earth ! who has set thy glory above
the heavens. Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings
hast thou ordained strength, because of thine enemies ;
that thou miglitest still the enemy and the avenger.”
This, you know, was fulfilled, when I-Ie rode upon the
ass’s colt into Jerusalem. “ VV'hat is man, that thou
art mindful of him, and the Son of man that thou
visitest him? For thou hast made him a little lower
than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and
honour. Thou madest him to have dominion over the
works of thy hands: thou hast put all things under
his feet.” It is there intimated that, though as Christ
He was rejected, the consequence of His being rejected
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was that Isle takes I-[is place as Son of man, in which
I*Ie was to have everything put under I-Iis feet. You
will see how the apostle reasons on that in the New
Testament.

These two Psalms show 1-Iis comi.ng among the Jews,
and being rejected, and yet I-Iis taking 1-Iis place over
these rebels in spite of them at the end. But the pre-
sent consequence of I€[is rejection is that I-Ie takes the
place which he always gives I-Iimself in the Gospels of
being the Son of l\fI.an. Coining to the New Testanient,
you will find this eight Psalm is quoted in the chapter
I have ustread from the Ephesians, “I-Ie hath )ut
things under I?I.iS feet” and, being in that place, “ giave
1-.[i1_n to be_ the head over all things _to the church,
Hhicli is body.” Tll1e_ clitigrch II1s bloclzy, Liiialfgglg

1e com ) e e man, anc is 1ere'ore saic o ‘e ‘ e
fulness (if I'Il1l1 that fillet-h all in all.”—Christ is a
divine person, though a man, and fills all things, but it
is the church which makes Hiin, as the Son of man,
com )lete, inakes u what is called the mystical Christ
of vi-'hich I~Ie is the liead, all the members of the church
making up I-Iis body.

The church, therefore, is as closely associated with
I-Iim, as a man’s own flesh is with himself. This is
the comparison employed in Ephesians v., “No man
ever yet hated his own flesh ; but nourisheth and
cherishetli it, even as the Lord the Church ; for we
are members of I-Iis body, of His flesh, and of His
bones.” And in this body there being but one Spirlilz,
the Church is associated with Christ as taking t e
headship over everything. We see Christ, the Son of
l\f[an, in the counsels of God set over everything in
heaven and on earth ; and we, as beinlg close tq Him,
His redeemed ones, His brethren, oint-ieirs, anc mem-
bers of His body, are completely identified with Him
in His place of headship. You thus see the connection
of the Church with Christ’s glory at His second coming.

hYou find the same thing in the second ef:E>he1Heb1];ews,
w ere the a )0Sl3l6 referi-in<>' to the eight sa m, s ows
how far it acciJmplishecI. “ But Ime, in a certain
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place, testified, saying, Wliat is man that tho_u_ art
niindful of him? or the son of man that thou visitest
him? Thou madest him a little lower than the angels ;
Thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst
set him over the works of thy hands. Thou hast put
all things in subjection under his feet._ For in that
he put all in subjection under him, I-le left not-hing
that is not put under him. But now we see not yet
all things put under him.” That time is not yet conic.
“ But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower th_an
the angels, for the suffering of death, crowned with
glory and honour.” l\'.lark what we have got here.
I-Iere is God’s purpose of putting everything i_n
-subjection under Christ without any except-ion——
there is nothing excepted that is not put under 1-Iim.
In fact He created it all, and therefore is heir of it
all. But the point is this, that what I-Ie created as
God, He takes for an inheritance as man, in order that
we might take it with I-Iim ; but that time is not come
yet. ‘W'e do not see all things put under Iiim, but we
do see Jesus who was made a little lower than the
angels, crowned with glory and honour ; we see that
half accomplished, but not the other half; we do not
see all things put under him. This is what the apostle
states, and the reason of it we get in Psalm cx. which
the apostle also quotes in the Hebrews, and to which
the Lord Himself appealed in reasoning with the
Pharisees on this very matter. “ The Lord said unto
iny Lord, sit thou at my right hand, until I make
thine enemies thy footstool.” And therefore in
Hebrews x. the apostle says, “ He hath perfected for
ever theni that are sanctified”--that is, the work of
their redemption-—“ from henceforth expecting till
his enemies he made his footstool,” till they are all put
runder his feet by God.

I shall have another opportunity of referring to that.
But I am speaking now of the blessed assurance it is
to the saints, that Cahrist is sitting at the right hand of
God until, and expecting till, His enemies are made
I-Iis footstool. They are not made His footstool yet.
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If they were, I-Ie would not allow matters to go on in
the world as they do now. It is another thing which
God is doing now. IIe is gathering out I:Iis joint-heirs,
and, having this purpose, I-Ie says-—Sit thou at my
right hand until the time when thine enemies shall be
made thy footstool. As to the question when that
time shall be, “that day and hour knoweth no man,
not even the Son.” But it is said to the Son-—Sit
thou at my right hand till that time is revealed.

\Ve have the plan then as clearly set forth as
language can put it. \Ve see Jesus, when I-Ie has by
]%[in1self purged our sins, “set on the right hand of
the throne of the majesty in the heavens," and then
by the gospel, gathering out I-Iis joint heirs. And we
are associated with I~Iim, while Ile is there at the right
hand of God, associated with IIin1 as united to Him
by the one Spirit.

If you will turn now to another passage, l Corinth-
ians xv., you will see the way in which we get this
place of glory at the resurrection, all things being
under His feet. “As in Aclam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his
own order, Christ the first fruits, afterwards they
that are Christ’s at his coming”-—those that are His
heirs, they and nobody else. “ Then cometh the end,
when he shall have delivered up the kingdoni to God,
even the Father; when he shall have put down all
rule and all authority and power. For he must reign,
till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last
enemy that shall be destroyed is death. For he hath
put all things under his feet. But when he saith, all
things are put under him, it is manifest that he is
excepted which did put all things under him.” That
is, God the Father is not put under him, but that very
exception proves in the strongest way that everything
else is--God the Father being alone excepted.

But it is said, we do not see that yet. Do you
think that all the oppression and wars and wickedness
and horrors which now mark the history of the earth,
would go on if everything was now put under Him ‘Z
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It is Satan, and not Christ, who is now the prince and
God of this world. It is strange how many people
fancy that the cross put an end to that. It was
exactly the contrary. The cross was the one grand
~den1onstration-—-and there never was such a demonstra-
tion before—-that Satan is the prince and God of this
world. “The prince of this world cometh, and hath
nothing in ine,” said our Saviour. Until Christ had
been rejected, Satan was never called the prince of this
world. Before that, Jehovah was on the earth, and in
the temple was the Shekinah of glory. But when at
last He came into this world in the person of Christ,
and the world rejected I—Iim, then from that time
Satan is the prince of this world. And it is after
that, that the apostle says, “ In whom the God of
this world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not.” When the Lord conies again, I-Ie will
be the prince of the world, but, till I-Ie comes again,
Satan is that prince.

If you will now look to Luke xix. you will see
how the Lord Himself puts it, when I-Ie speaks of
going into a far country to get the kingdom, and there
receiving it, and then returning and executing the
judgments to which he refers. “ As they heard
these things, he added and spake a parable, because he
was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that
the kingdom of God should immediately appear.”
They were looking for this, and fancied that, instead
of I-Iis being rejected as He was, they would get the
kingdoni with Him in an earthly way directly. “I-Ie
said therefore, a certain nobleman went into a far
country, to receive for himself a kingdom, and to
return. And he called his ten servants, and delivered
them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I
come.” That is the service of christians, while the
Lord is away. He has gone away to receive the
kingdom, and has not returned yet. Then He jL1(lo'(3(1
the servants when he came back. “And it came: to
pass, that when he was returned, having received the
kingdom, then he commanded those servants to be



15

called unto him,” and begins to take account of their
service. And then, that being finished, he says,
“But those mine enemies which would not that I
should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them.
before me.” This is after I~[e has received the king-
dom and come back again.

1-;[e does not judge while IrIe is away. It is said,
“The Father hath committed all judgment unto the
Son ; that all men should honour the Son even as they
honour the Father.” But, if I-Ie was to begin to
judge now, I*[e would have to close the tiine of grace
and the gathering in of the church. The Father
judges the saints, but it is in the way of discipli11e—-
“If ye call on the Father, who, without respect of
persons, judgeth according to every man’s work.” But,
as regards definite judgment, it is said in John, “ The
Father udgeth no inan, but hath committed all
judgment unto the son.” VVhen the Son returns, He
will take notice of I-Iis enemies and execute judgment
upon them. But meanwhile I-Ie has gone away to
receive the kingdom, and has not returned. ‘When He
does, I-Ie will not allow all this wickedness which we
now see, to go on. But for the present, this is the
time when we must watch in faithfulness, occupying
till He come, and trading properly with those talents,
the spiritual gifts I-Ie has given us.

You will find this reniarkably brought out, if you
turn to Colossians i. I wish to dwell a little on this,
that we may get to as full an understanding as possible
of the thoughts and scope and plan of God, which
seem to me to be very plainly set forth in Scripture.
Begin at the 12th verse, which shows where we, (I
mean all believers) are “ Giving thanks unto the
Father, which hath made us meet.” Ife hath made us
meet-—that is all settled. You will always find this in
Scripture; you will not find anything there about
growmg to be meet ; it speaks about growing up to
Christ in everything, but this is a different thing.
“ Which hath made us meet to be partakers of the
mheritance of the saints in light, who hath delivered
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us from the power of darlrness, and hath translated us
into the kingdom of his dear Son; who is the image
of the invisible God, the first born of every creature;
for by him”--this is the reason why IIe is set over
all things-—“ by him. were all things created that are
in heaven, and that are on earth, visible and invisi-
ble, whether they be thrones, or doininions, or princi-
palities, or powers; all things were created by him.
and for him.” I-Ie is to take theni all under subjec-
tion, but not in this state of wickedness in which they
are now. “ VVe sec not yet all things put under I‘.lill1l.”

And how does I-Ie take the-nil He takes them as a.
man——“whom he hath appointed heir of all things,”
(Hebrew i. 2), and we are appointed joint heirs with
I-Iim, as the Scripture tells us. Yoii will see, therefore,
how the second part comes in. “And he before all
things, and by hiin all things consist”——that is, because
He is a divine person—-“And he is the head of the
body, the church ; who is the beginning, the first born
from the dead; that in all things he might have the
pre-eminence.” I-Ie has this double headship, which
is also brought together in the chapter of Ephe-
sians I was reading——head over all things, and head to
the church. “By liini to reconcile all things unto
himself; by him, I say, whether they be things, in earth
or things in heaven. And you that were soinetimc
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works,
yet now hath he reconciled, in the body of his flesh
through death.” “Hath reconciled,”--it is always hat/z,
as regards the saints. It is not said “ He will reconcile,”
but “hath reconciled.”

But the reconciliation of all things in heaven and
earth is future, because Satan is not yet bound. Even
Christianity itself has been corrupted in the most axvful
way, because Satan is not bound; and the corruptest
thing in the whole universe is corrupted Christianity.
The apostle says--“by him to reconcile all things unto
himself, whether they be things in earth or things in
heaven,” or, as it is in the Ephesians, “ to gather
together in one all .thi_ngs in Christ”—-but he does not
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sa.y he has done that yet. Nor does he speak at all of
those who are under the earth. Wlieii he talks of
subjection, of everything bowing to I-Iim, it is said,
“That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things i.n heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth.” Of these things he does not say
“ reconcile” but “bow ;” “but you,” he says “hath I-Ie
reconeiled. ”

17011 thus see the truth about the double headship
of Christ, lflis being I-Ieacl of the Church, and His
being I-[ea<l over all things; and then the double
reconciliatioii, the present reconciliation and redeinption
of the Church through grace, and then the reconciliation
of all things in heaven and in earth. l\Tow we see not
yet all things put under I-Iim, but we see I'Il111 by f},1.itl1,
sitting at the right hand of God, until I-Iis enemies are
made I*Iis footstool. And when that time comes, and
they are all put under Iiim, I-Ie will take possession,
according to the character given to God in the appel-
lation used by l\'Ielchisedek when he came out to bless
.Abraha1n-—“ The most I-Iigh God, possessor of heaven
and earth ;” and when Christ becomes in all its ful-
ness the Iiing and Priest upon His throne, God will
have that title.

‘Ye come then to the next thing, which I will just
state-—I do not know how far we may be able to go
through it this evening. Taking these two statements,
that IIe is to reconcile everything in heaven and earth,
and again, that I-Ie is to gather together, in one, all
things which are both in heaven and on earth, we also
see, in several of the passages which I have quoted, that
the Church, or the saints who compose it, are joint-
heirs with Him. What I have been seeking to show
you, is, that the Churchiof God (all _the saints whom
in this present time God is gatheringby His grace in
the Gospel) are being associated with Christ, as the
centre of blessing, that they get the central place with
Himself, under whom all possible existences are to be
placed. But the time for thiswhich the Scripture speaks
of is when Christ receives the kingdom and returns,
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when the dispensation of the fulness of times comes.
Then everything will be brought into order and blessed-
ness under the authority of Christ. \Vhcn God the
Father has put everything under 1-Iis feet, IiIe will
bring everything into order, and will then deliver up
I-Iis kingdom. But the central thing during the
dispensation of the fulness of tinies in the heavenly
places will be the Church, and the central thing in
earthly places will be the Jews. .

This brings in what are the two great subjects of
IIoly Scripture, after personal redemption. The
Church is that in which I-"Ie displays sovereign grace,
bringing its niembers to share the glory of Christ.
The Jews are those in whom I-Ie reveals as a centre,
the government of this world. These are the two great
subjects in Scripture, after personal salvation. The
Scripture speaks of the Chiu'ch of God, as those who
are associated with Christ, who are the heirs of Christ’s
glory. But the moment we say that, we cannot but
think how wondrous it is that poor wretched creatures
like us should be brought into the sanie glory with
Chi"-ist——should be brought into the same place with
Himself. And the work of reconciliation is to embrace
all things in heaven and on earth.

This world is not to remain for ever the sporting
place and play-ground of the devil. That will not be
allowed for ever. The Son of David will yet have
I-Iis place in it, and His glory too, as its ruler, and the
world will then be altered. “None shall hurt or
destroy in all my holy mountain.” There is a time
coming when Christ will be the Prince of Peace. Iie
has declared positively that this is not at the present
time. “Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on
earth ; I tell you nay; but rather division. For from
henceforth there shall be five in one house divided,
three against two, and two against three. The father
shall be divided against the son, and the son against
the father; the mother against the daughter, and the
daughter against the mother, &c.” That is, this is the
time when the bringing in the light awakens the



19

passions of men, and, until Christ’s second coming puts
them down, they continue their raging.

A11<l christians now have to take up the cross and
follow I'Ii|n. Do you think if Christ was reigning,
I*[is followers would only have the cross? Wliy, they
would have the crown. We are positively told that
our part is the cross. \Vc niust now take it up every
day.-—-But, when Christ reigns, that will not be the
part of ]§Iis people. Irle will “come to be glorified in
llis saints,” and a glorious place they will get, when
lilo 0011108 to reign.

\Vhen this time comes, to gather together all things
in one, the Church of Cred will be the centre of all
things in heavenly places, and the Jews the centre of
all things on earth, Christ being the head over all.
That is what we find stated in the chapter of Ephesians
which we have read-——“That ye may know what is the
exceeding greatness of I-Iis power to us-ward, who be-
lieve, according to the working of I-Iis lnighty power,
which He wrought in Christ, when I-Ie raised him frorn
the dead, and set I-Iim at Iiis own right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all principality, and power,
and might, and dominion, and every nanie that is
named not only in this world but in that which is to
come”—-the time namely of which we are speaking
--“And hath put all things under His feet, and gave
Iiim to be the head over all things to the Church,
which is His body.”

It is the same power which raises the saints, and so,
in the next chapter, he says, speaking of it now as
already got spiritually-—“and hath raised up together,
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus; that in the ages to come he might show the
exceeding riches of His grace, in His kindness toward
us through Christ Jesus”——God, in setting us over
angels and principalities and powers in the world to
come, showing the exceeding riches of His grace in the
place he has given to us, in His kindness towards us.
This, beloved friends, is what I have been anxious to
shew you, by bringing before you these various passages,



20

that thus in the ages to come God is going to shew
the exceeding riches of I-Iis grace in I-Iis kindness
toward you. J.~\ngels are going to learn the immense
riches of G'rod’s grace—-and how? By our being made
partakers of the glory of Christ, in G-od’s kindness to
us through Christ Jesus——so that, when they see l\'Iary
hIagdalene,the thief on the cross, the woman of the city
that was a sinner, any one of us, in the same place of
glory with Christ, they may admire the exceeding
riches of I-Iis grace. Laying hold of this even now by
faith in the teaching of God’s Spirit, although we have
not got all the fruits of it as yet, we may find our
present place very profitable in the way of discipline,
and exercise, and spiritual education, still its full
development is in the future, when G‘rod’s kindness to
us shall be shown to the angels.

And new let me try to show youa little the way in
which the Lord brings us into this place of association
with Himself. And first I will refer you to the pas-
sage in ch. xvii. of Jol1n’s Gospel, where the Saviour
states the fact, that the saints share with Him I-lis
glory, and the love of the Father. A wonderful passage
it is, as showing that love of Christ which passeth
knowledge. “Neither pray I for these alone, but for
them also which shall believe on me through their word _;
that they all lnay be one, as thou, Father, art in me,
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us 3 that
the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” This
refers to the present tiine, or at least to what ought to
be the case in the present time. And then 1-Ie goes on
to the time to come. “And the glory which thou
gavest me, I have given them; that they may be one,
even as 'we are one 5 I i.n them, and thou in me, that
they may be made perfect in one, and that the world
may [not believe, but may] know that thou hast sent
1116, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.” All
the glory Thou hast given me, He says—that is, the
glory He takes as man, for as a divine person His glory
was eternal-—I have given them, and this, that the

Tworld, when they see My people like Me,'and having
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the same glory as l\’Iyself, may know that Thou hast
sent l\’[e. It is not believe,‘ this is spoken with refer-
ence to the present time. Saints should be one no\v,
as a testimony that there is a power in the Spirit of
God which overcomes all fleshly differences. Alas!
that is not so. This too is a precious subject, but I
tmust pass it over ustnow, confining myself to the one
I am more immediately dealing with. Cf the present
time it is said, “that the world may beZz'eve;” of the
future, “that the world may /snow.” “The glory
which thou gavest 1ne, I have given them, that the
world may /mow that Thou hast sent hie.” They will
know it plainly enough for their condemnation, for the
condemnation of those who are rebels, when they See
those whom they have been accustomed to despise,
coming with Christ i11 glory.

New do you believe this, beloved friends’! Our
hearts ought to know and recognize that love. Not
fathom it, for that they cannot do, but confide in it,
and to that extent know it, although it passes know-
ledge. A]1(l, as you see, the time is coming when the
world too will know that love of God to us. I/Ve pass
on to verse 25——“C righteous Father, the world hath
not known thee; but I have known thee, and these
have known that Thou l1as sent hile. And have
declared unto them thy name, and will declare it; that
the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them,
and I in them.” That is the present good we en_joy——
that the love wherewith Christ is loved should be in us
—that we should have it in our souls. No one can
fathom it: it passes knowledge; but still we are to
have it and to know it, and that by Christ being in us.
I am not to wait, till the world sees I am with Christ
in glory, to know it myself; for the Father new loves
me as He has loved Christ.

If you turn again to the Corinthians xv., you will
see this same truth brought out in its relation to the
resurrection. The point I am now to impress upon
you is, that Scripture shows us these two things-that
we are to be like Him, completely like Him, save that
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He is a divine person 3 and that the time we shall be
like I-Iiin is when we shall be raised from the dead.
It is then we shall appear with I-Iim.——-VV'e are not of
the world now, but it is said that the world will only
know that we have been loved as Christ was lov_ed,
when they see us in the same place of glory with 1-Inn,
when the Lord takes us up to be with ]Iim and to
put us in this glory 3 so that when I—T.e appears to the
world we shall appear along with I-Iim in the same
glory. _

The fact that it is so that we shall so appear with
I-Iim in the same glory, we have seen already from.
various passages which I quoted on the last occasion,
but I shall refer you to sonic inore particularly.
the forty-seventh verse of 1 Corinthians xv., it is said,
“the first man is of the earth, earthy 3 the second man
is the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, such are
they also that are earthy"-—all like to their father
Adam 3 “ and, as is the heavenly, such are they also
that are heavenly,” that is like what Christ is, not
speaking of I-Iis clivinity——“and as we have borne the
image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image oi;
the heavenly.” \Ve shall be like I-Iim, we shall be
just the same as Himself. He does not say merely
that we shall be there, in heaven, but like Him. But
first, “ as is the earthy, such are they also that are
earthy”——that is, like A(l&»111, poor, wretched sinners,
mortal creatures, like him 3 whereas, “ as is the heavenly,
such are they also that are heavenly.” This is the
full absolute statement of the fact. Then he adds,
with respect to the fact of the glory——putting it of
course as in the future, not having yet come-—“ as we
have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear
the image of the heavenly3” and he goes on, “Now this
I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God 3 neither doth corruption inherit
incorruption.” As it is said before, “it is sown in cor-
ruption, it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in
dishonour, it is raised in glory.”

Now let us refer to some of the passages which show

"5
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how Christ receives us to I-Iiinself. I follow the
teachings of scripture throughout, that we may get
solidly grounded in what Christ communicates to us.
I~Ie says, “In my F‘ather’s house are many mansions 3
if it were not so I would have told you. I go to pre-
pare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again and receive you unto myself;
that where I am there ye may be also." I-Ie has gone
into IiIis Fathei-’s house, but I-Io will come again and
receive us to I‘li.lIl1SGl‘I., that where He is there we may
be also. ljlie was going up "then with a body, going up
glorious, not as yet having all things under Iiis feet,
but crowned with glory and honour, and I-Ie says to
l-lis disciples---you must wait and occupy till I come
again. But now, before I-Ie comes, we see what I-Ie is
to do with us who are in the same glory———“I will
conie again a.nd receive you unto myself,” as I-Ie said in
the previous chapter, “If I wash thee not, thou hast no
part writ/z. nie.” It was as if he had said—-I cannot stay
with you, as I{ing and lllessiah now, but I am washing
you that ye maybe fit to reign with ll/Ie when I come
again. I am, therefore, still your servant in the sense
of intercession and the like, and by my all-prevailing
intercession, I will wash you daily, because if you are
to have a part with Me in my kingdom, you inust be
inade like myself.

In like manner, we get what may be called the
public announcenient of this in the fourth chapter of
1st Thessalonians-—“Them also which sleep in Jesus
xvill God bring with him. For this we say unto you
by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the Lord.” See how the
apostle constantly expected the coming of the Lord.
Some people have boldly dared to say that Paul
made a mistake in expecting the coming of the Lord
in his day. It is they who are ma-king an awful mis-
~mistake. It was never revealed whefi Christ would
come, and Paul did not pretend to know it. But he
knew that that time had come when we should always
be expecting Him, instead of saying my Lord delayeth
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I-Iis coming, and beginning therefore to eat and drink
with the drunken, and to beat the men-servaiits and
the niaid-servants. It was, therefore, that Paul put
himself in this class, “we which are alive and remain
unto the coming of the Lord.” And W11=1l5 W113 11110 0116011
of that? I-Ie lived like a man who expected Christ
every day, and when Christ comes, he will get the fruit
of that, while those people who put off the expectation
of Christ’s coming, and do not wait for it, allowing
their hearts to go out after covetousness and_such like
things, will also get the fruit of their so doing.

The time of the second coming of Christ is declared
not to be revealed. Paul got a revelation that he
should soon die, and he knew it. Peter also got a re-
velation that he niust shortly put off this tabernacle,
and of course knew it. But it was not revealed to
them when Christ should come. Therefore Paul says,
“we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,”
_Christ having overcome death. '\Ve may all die before
Christ’s coming——no one knows the moment of it 3 still

_\ve may use the language— “we who are alive and re-
main at the coming of the Lord.” It is said of the man
_who thinks Christ is delaying his coming, that he turns
to "what is bad, smiting his fellow-servants, and eating
and drinking with the drunken. Aiicl it is said, that
while the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered a.nd
slept, the wise virgins as well as the foolish; that is,

Christ. Even the wise servants had to be waked up
again, and it was a mercy to them to rouse them up in
time, because to His people Christ is ever faithful.
But it is .the characteristic of the faithful servant that

is expecting. The church of Philadelphia was ex-
pecting the coming of Christ, and it is called the word
_of,H'z's patience-—“Because thou hast kept the word of
my patience,”

' _~ The passage in Thessalonians goes on—-“VVe which
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord,
shall »not prevent them which are asleep. For the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,

the Church lost a sense of the present expectation of
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with the‘ voice of the arphangcl, a1id_wii;]1 1,1,0 trulnp of
God, and the dead in Clirist shall rise [i.rst,’:—-nobody
else, I shall. dwell. upon _tliat at another time, but I
fiist nopice it]iio\v11nupas:1ng. TlflG(§l1(1Llt, the voice of

" ie are iange , ant ' ie ‘rum ) o oc are not to
taken as the voice of God to (gtrll the woi'ld to raise tlig

it is that ivhich folloivs “stand tLl.:i1f3)2ili;(>(Ji:iu1I(l: (:3‘1fStI:1lil‘~l;‘f;
used with reference to calling rowers in the trireme,
and afterwards as a inilitar term. VVhen soldiers are
left to go about at their easifz, and are then all suddenly
called back into the ranks, it is the command given
theni for that purpose, to which the word “sliout”
here used is equivalent. But the only persons who
hear it are “the dead in Christ,” Christ being repre-
sented as in this way gathering together }Iis own
troops. “The dead in Christ shall rise first. Then
we which are alive and remain, shall be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord. YVhere-
fore comfort one another with these words.”

I—Iere, then, we have the details of it. The Lord
hath declared that he will come and receive us unto
Himself; and now the apostle, by the revelation given
unto him, explains how it will be. He will come and
call us up to meet the Lord in the air. The passage in
1 Corinthians, which I have already read, refers to the
same thing, when it says, “ afterward they that are
Christ’s at I-Iis coming.” “ But every man in his ovni
order, Christ the first fruits.” The specific thing here
is that it is not a resurrection of the dead, but a resur-
rection from among the dead. The raising of Christ
was not a resurrection “ of the dead,” simply, but a
resurrection “ from among the dead.” This was its
whole character, a taking up from among the dead,
and why? Because the Father’s delight was in Him.
ii-Ild why are we in like manner taken up from among
t e dead? Because His delight is in us. And there-
fore at the proper time the Lbrcl comes-—(it is not said,
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a.ppea1's)-——-and calls us up to be for ever with the Lord,
to take our place associated with Christ, partaking of
that glory which you have already seen referred to in
the words “ as we have borne the image of the earthy.
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.”

But what we are called to expect is not to die-—wc
may die, and a blessed thing it is too, to die 3 but what
we are to look for and expect, is, as it is expressed in
Corinthians v., “not for that we would be unclothed,
but clothed upon, that niortality might be swallowed
up of life.” That Christ’s power over death may be
fully shown, He takes to I-Iimself mortal men, whether
alive or dead: if alive, Isle changes them into glory5° , D :
without dying 3 if they are dead, Iie raises them. Tlns
is the first thing I-Ie does. I-Ie raises the dead first,

Iand then the living are changed ; and they go to nieet
the Lord in the aii: He has predestinated us “ to be
conformed to the image of I-Iis Son, that he might be
the first born among niany brethren.” And, as we have
seen, “ the glory which thou gavest me, I have given
theni.” This then is our portion of heavenly things.

And, if you turn to Colossians iii. you will see that,
when Christ appears, we shall appear in this glory
along with Himself and like I"Il1]J. Hie will have
already come and taken us up to I-Iimself 3 and then
He comes manifesting I-Iimself to the world, and we
appear with I-Iim. 1'ou will remember what I have
before quoted, that the glory which was given Him,
He hath given to us, that the world might know, &C'.
New turning to Colossians iii., and you will see how
thoroughly the apostle identifies us with Christ. Look
first at chapter ii. 20, “If ye be dead _witli Christ.”
Then, at the beginning of the third chapter, “ If ye
then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the
earth. For ye are dead and your life is hid with
Christ in God.” He is hid in God; He is your life,
and your life therefore is hid there. “ VVhen Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear
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with lxlim in glory.” \zVhen I"-lfc appears, we shall
appear with Iiliilfl. There can be no separation. If
I"Ie is hid in God, our life is hid in God. If he appears,
we appear. If ].Ie appears in glory, we must appear in
glory with .l}[im. ‘V0 are heirs of God, and joint heirs
with Christ.

Xrou will. see the same thing in the lst Epistle of
.]'oli1i---only the same truth comes out in different
shapes “Behold what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of
C-l-ed”--this, that we should get Christ’s own name (what
wonder of love is this that we should get Christ’s own
title of relationship)---“therefore the world knoweth us
not, because it knew I-lfiin not”-—showing that we have
got the same place with I-Iim. He says, “I go to my
lfather, and your Father, to my God and your God”—-
[ have accomplished your redemption and the effect of
that is, that I have put you in the same place with
l\'T.yself. “ I will declare thy name unto my brethren
in the midst of the church will I sing praise iuito thee.
“ Therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew
I-Iini not.” It is no wonder that it does not recognise-
us, if it did not recognise I-Iim. “ Beloved, now are-
we the sons of God ”--this is the present time-“and
it doth not yet appear what we shall be 3 but we know
that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him 3 for
we shall see Him as I-Ie is.”

Further, as to this appearing with Him, I shall n_ow
refer to the Book of Revelation; but, before doing
that, you may turn for a moment to Zechariah xiv.,
where it is said the Lord shall come and all I-Iis saints
with Him, and his feet shall stand in that day upon
the hlount of Olives. This is referred to by the angel,
when, after Christ’s ascension from Mount Clivet, he
said to the disciples, “ Wliy stand ye gazing up 1I1t0'
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven.” Again in verse 14 of the
epistle of Jude, you find-—“ And Enoch also, _the-
seventli from Adam, prophesied of these, saymgr
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Behold, the Lord cometh with myriads of his saints,
to execute judgment upon all.” I-Iere they are asso-
ciated with Christ in the executing of judgments.
“ The Lord cometh with ten thousands"--properly
inyriads, that is, an immense number, -—“ of his saints
to execute judgment.” This shows how entirely we
are associated with Christ. And what a place does
not that put us in! Yet Scripture is so simple and
plain upon the point, that it cannot he misinterpreted.

You will find the same truth in Thessalonians i.
I prefer quoting nlany passages to enlar,-ing upon them,
that our faith may stand, not in the wisdom of lnen,
but in the power of God. The Thessalonians were
suffering dreadful persecutions; and the apostle told
them--“ we glory in you in the Churches of God, for
your patience and faith in all your persecutions and
tribulations that ye endure; which is a manifest token
of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be
counted worthy ‘of the kingdom of God, for which ye
also sufiier; seeing it is a righteous thing with G-od to
recompense tribulation to theln that trouble you.
And to you who are troubled, rest with us ; when the
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven, with 1-Iis
mighty angels, in flaming fire, taken vengeance on
them that know not God and that obey not the Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord, and from the glory of His power 3 when He
shall come to be glorified in His saints, and to be
admired in all them that believe.” I-Ie comes with
these ten thousands or myriads of I-Iis saints.

You find a distinct statement of their coming given
in figure in the Revelation. At chap. xvii. it is
~said—-“ These shall make war with the Lamb.” All
the kings of the earth shall be found, not in blessing,
joined "with Christ, but in open war with the Lamb,
_jd_i__'ned with the beast. “ These shall make war with
the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them ; for He
is the Lord - of lords, and the King of kings; and
they that are with Him are called, and chosen, and
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be with 1Ii1n, but it is not angels that are here spoken
of as being with I-Iim. The angels may be described
as “ faithful,” and “ chosen,” because tl1e Scripture
speaks of the “elect” angels, but these that are with
1-[in1 are the “called,” and it is the saints who are
“ called by the grace of God.” These “ called” persons
then who are with 1-Iim are the saints. I-Iaving seen
who they are, turn now to chapter xix-—“ And I saw
heaven opened; a11d behold, a white horse ; and he that
sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness ]*[e doth judge and make war.”

You have seen all throuv-‘h that He is coming to. . 6 , ojudge the wicked on the earth---a tlnng greatly for-
gotten, that there is a judgment of the quick as well as
tl1c dead. “ Ats in the days before the flood, they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and
knew not, until tl1e flood came, and took them all
away 5 so shall also the coming of the Son of Man
be.” “His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his
head were many crowns 5 and he had a name written
that no man knew but he himself. And he was cloth ed
in a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called
the I/Vord of God. And the armies which were in
heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine
linen, white and clean”—— which, he says elsewhere, is
the righteousness of the saints. I close now, as
regards the quotation of passages.

On the last occasion we found, r1n1ning through the
whole series of passages quoted, that the Lord's coming
was the one thing kept before the Church as its hope
in the Scripture, and that it connected itself with every
kind of thought and feeling the saints had, that they
were even looked upon as being converted to wait for
the Son of God, that every other doctrine of Scripture
was connected with it-—that what marked a decaying
church was the thought that “the Lord clelayeth His
coming,” and that what woke them up was the cry,
“Behold the bridegroom cometh.”
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Then to-night we have found that the Lord reveals
to us with wisdom and prudence Iiis plan, namely,
“that he might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on
earth”—-—reconciling them all in Christ——-n.ot merely
for their own selfish good, but as a plan for Christ’s
glory 3 and with this view I-Ie has associated us with
Christ in the place I-Ie takes as head over all, so that
being associated with Him as heirs of God, joint-
heirs with Christ, we have the inheritance with ]E[in13
that when He takes it we shall have it with I-Iin13
that, when He comes, we shall come with Iiim 3 that,
whereas he was presented to the earth among the Jews,
according to the promise of God, and they would not
have Him, I-Ie then took another place, that of Son of
Man, that place I-Ie will take i11 his resurrection and
in His glory, and will raise us up to have it with 1{l111
xvhen the tilne comes 3 and not we alone, but all saints
will have it with Him 3 that we see not yet all things
put under Him, but we do see Jesus crowned with
glory and honour, and are waiting, as lie is, till 1{is
enemies are made I-Iis footstool 3 that when that time
comes——when it will be, nobody knows3 God has not
revealed it-—the first thing He will do will be to have
Hiis body3 He is not to be head without the bodv,

‘dead, He will raise us, if alive I-Ie will change us, and
take us up to meet the Lord in the air3 that He will
-come and take us to I-Iis Father's house 3 that this is
our place, and that he will have everything there in
order for us—-only He must have His heirs with Him 3
that He cannot take a step in entering on the posses-
sion of His inheritance, without having His heirs, His
body, His bride with Him.

In the Revelation you first have the marriage of the
Lamb, and then you see the Lamb coming out with
His armies following Him. They are the bride-—tha.t
is what they are—-for the Lamb must have an associate
with Him, a help—meet to share His inheritance. He
has not yet taken to Himself His great power and

but will catch us up to meet Him in the air3 that, "if
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reign. \Ve see not_yet all things put under Iiim.
But when I-.[e comes I-Ie w1ll take us up to be with
I-Iim, because we are perfectly associated with Him.
'\/Vhen he appears, we shall appear with him. When
I-Ie executes judgment, we shall accompany I-Iim-—
that is, when. I-l-_e executes judgment on the world,
breaking them '\V1l.3ll. a rod of 1ron, and dashing them
in pieces like a pott-e'r’s vessel. That is anything but
the blessedest part_ of our sllaring I"Iis inheritance.
The blesscdest part 1s being with Elim. But when I-Ie
does appear, the world will see us with I-Iim. He
comes lJO__1‘1}lSO the dead saints, and take theln up to
be with .l_[1mself, then when I-[e appears we shall all
appear with I-Iim, and “ shall bear” the image of the
heagyenlyg, we have _born‘e the image of the earthy.”
] lupt f11(l?z1-111l3l[1il(3,];Vlt]l1lG Cl311'1ist 1s sittlrig gt iérlle lwiglgt
l£L]_1( o 1-o(, :.e a" 1 sen coxvn ne oy 10s o
gather I-Iis heirs together. They must now carry the
cross-when the kingdom comes, they will have the
kingdoni and the glory. But, until that time, while
I-Ie is sitting at the right. hand of God, His people
must bear the cross, and 1t 1s only by the power of the
Spirit of God that any one will follow him. What
ever glory I-Ie has, in the time of glory I-Ie associates
us in it with I-Iimself, and, as a‘ consequence, we shall
reign with I-Iin1-—--we who are now reconciled in Him.
And vvhen Iie comes again, He comes but not to
judgment as regards us. “ As it is appointed unto
men once to die, but after this the judgment, so Christ
was once offered to bear the sins of many, and unto
thepll that look féor hilm ihallnlie appear the second time,
wit out sin, un o sa va 1on.

And now, beloved friends, I would only ask, with
whom are you associated? Are you associated with
Christ rejected by the world and now sitting at the
right liand of God? Are yoii by the Holy (fhost in
spirit associated with Christ? or are you associated
wish 1'liheHworld whichhfllfia is? cogring aglainhto judge,
an a 1s saints wit im _ it w 1c are you
associated, while Christ is away, having been rejected,
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and says, Occupy till I come, having gone to receive a
kingdom and a glory far better than that from which.
He was rejected? \Vith whom are you 11880011111061?
You have to go through the world, you 11111813 g0
through it3 do you_ really believe that _Satan is
prince and god of this world, which has rejected Christ,
and do you really live as if you believed this .~ Do
you believe that Christ sitteth at the right 1111-11d Of
God, and that I-Ie will come again to receive you to
Himself, to share with I-Iim the same blessin gs 1111111-
self in I-Iis Father’s house, and to witness _1"I1s hather s
glory and to share I-Iis love? Are we doing anything
to recommend I-Inn? Is there that in our hearts,
which is like the coiifiding love of a child to his father,
that which shows we are sons by adoption‘? Is there
anything in us which identifies us with those who are
the heirs of that blessedness and glory‘? The world
knew I-Iim 11ot3 the world knows us not. Can we say
that! Ai'e we like I-Iim in our place in the world?»
Wlieii Christ was in the world, they saw no beauty in
Him that they should desire I-Iim. IlIow is it with us‘?
Is it the things that are not seen, or the things that are
seen, that have power in our hearts? Christ is not
seen 3 does He dwell in our liearts by faith, so as to be
our portion? If Iie does, then when he appears, we
shall appear with him in glory, and better than that,
shall be taken up to be for ever with 1-Iim. Lord, give
us to be able to wait for Him, and to be ever saying,
“Even so come, Lord Jesus.” h'Iay we have all our
treasure, and heart, and portion, associated and iden-
tified with I-Iimself. A little While, yet a little While,
and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry.
He only knows how long will last the gathering of the
saints to be with Him.
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