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“'ru1~; JOY OF TI-IE LORD.”
NOTES OF AN ADDRESS

(B. lav 1SED).

(1-‘nu. 111.: Iv. 4-7.)

T is a blessed thing to lm-ve such
1 an epistlc as this to the Philip-

pians in \\'l1icl1 we find the
t-rue normal experience of the
CIn*istia.n presented to us; and that
in the life of a fellow-se1'\*a.nt. ‘The
more we think of it, the more we
shall sec the wisdom of God in
presenting" it thus to us, and not
as a. ma.tter of doctrine. For in
t-hat case, in the t1'eacl1e1'_y of our
hearts, we migllt have Said, It is
all vex-y fine, but Such experience is
impossible in a \-VO1‘.l(l like this; or
else that it was a.p..)stoIic, or in
some Sort 1'I]iI1iSt€I‘ifELl, and not within
the range of ordina.ry- christian life.
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But the Spirit of God has inspired
the apostle to record for us his own
experience, in an epistle not ad-
dressed as from an apostle, but from
“ Paul and '1‘imothy, the servants
of -lesus Cllrist.” (Ver. 1.) It is then
Simply normal christian experience
—-the true, proper fruit of the
grace and power of the Spirit in
the Christian, humbling as it is
to own it; seeing that we know
so little of it, though the resources
that produced it in Paul are as
available and eflectual for us.

If there is one thing more cha-
racteristic of this blessed experience
than another, it is joy. The epistlc
bears the stamp of it throughout.
We might not, perhaps, have been
prepared to find it so Strongly
marked here ; we might have
looked for it to be all joy in Ephe-
sians, where the position of the
Christian is in view, and that pre-
sented to us at the full height -of
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God’S eternal counsels, the fruit of
a new creation in which they are
accomplished, quickened together
with Christ, raised up togetlner, and
made to sit together in the_hea\'en-
lies in Christ. But we do not lind
that joy characterizes Ephesians, as
it does Philippians; which presents
the Christian in the path down
here, in the circumstances of the
daily life with Christ as the power
and joy of going through them, and
the heavenly glory of Christ as the
end before us-—a life of divine and
heavenly joy in the circumstances
whatever they be. Nothing could
have been more trying than Paul’s
circulnstances. Suddenly _arrested
in all the energy of that wonderful
service; thrown into prison, from
whence there was no probable out-
look. but a n1artyr’S death; every-
thing going wrong in the church--
his deepest interest because it
was Christ’s; yet his heart is so
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full, he only seeks that his breth-
ren outside the prison might share
the joy his own spirit drank into
so deeply. If it were to be his
last word, so to Speak, it is
“ 1"e"2m.ZZ-_:;, my brethren, rejoice
in the Lord.” “In the 1}0'1'cZ”—-
therein lay the spring of the joy
For him and for us, a joy not found
in, or dependent in any way upon,
our circumstances, but which cir-
cu mstances may be used to deepen as
they Shut us up to Him who is the
source of the joy. How blessed to
have this life of heavenly joy upon
earth presented to us in the ex-
perience olf this beloved servant,
and to see the source and power ot
it i11. Christ known in heavenly
glory as the object of the soul, “ To
me to li've_ is O/zrist ,-” his charac-
teristic existenee was Christ, and
the object is as powerful to produce
it in us as in him.

It mav be thought that the
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time is inappropriate to be s_|_;>eaking
of joy, in days when the rum ot the
church presses more and more upen
our hearts. But they were not
bright days in Nehe1niah’s time,
when Cod first enunciated the
principle, in His grace, that “ The
joy of the Lord is your strength.”
(1.\‘eh. viii. 10.) They had opened
ln'igl1tl_y with a returned remnant,
seeking out the original ground
of their calling. But the early
energy of faith needed to maintain
it had already declined and there
was grave departure. In the last
days we find ourselves most sure]y :
the principles of ruin, begun even in
apostolic times, have been fea1'fully
developed; and even in a returned
remnant, once more seeking out the
original ground of a very difl'erent
calling, the worst failure has been
manifested. Is there any ground
for discouragement? There is the
deepest ground for humiliation, but
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-11.0 ground for losing heart. No
epistle is so full of courage as
'2 Timothy, which depicts for us
the ruin in which we are. “ The
joy of the Lord is your strength.”

I t would appear that at this third
ellapter the apostle supposed he
was about to close the epistle--
“ Finally,” &c. But the Spirit leads
him to write on, and how well for
us it is so. For now he takes up
the various hindrances that might
affect the realisation of this joy
on earth; not indeed to occupy us
with the hindrances, but that we
may know resources of power to
carry us on in joy, in spite of every
hindrance. Verse 2 is a warning,
in terms purposely contemptuous,
against one and the same phase
of evil that so early corrupted the
church and dogged the apoStleevery-
where, in the form of Judaizing
teachers, by whom Satan Sought so
early to drag down Christianity to
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a. religion for man and this world.
“ Concision " is a term of reproaclu.
indicating that which was partial,
in comparison with “ circumcision,"
which was a tota.l cutting off; this
latter term he reserves for Christi-
anity where alone the reality of it
is known, verse Il being a beautiful
description of the christian ].)OsitlOll.
“ ‘Ye are the circumcision ;” that is.
those who have accepted the total
cutting off of man in the cross, under
the judgment of Cod. “ In whom
ye also have been circumcised,” &c.
(Col. ii. 11.) lt is not only that to
faith “ our old man ” has been cruci-
fied with Him—-that is, all we were
as characterised by flesh and sin——
but that we have bowed to the end
of the man himself, the first man, in
the death of Christ, and renounced
his whole living status as such
in this world. (See Col. ii. 20.) It
is the complete end and Setting
aside, for God and for the faith
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of our souls, of the first man in
the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ.
This makes room for another thine‘,
even “worship by the Spi'r'it-
Cod” (the true reading), instead
of by the machinery of the flesh,
or its etforts; “and rejoice in Christ
Jesus,” which gives us the S ring
of the worship,athe overflow olf thI:
joy going up in worship—by the
Spirit as the power of it. Now
that is the characteristic position of
the Christian.

“ And have no confidence in the
flesh :” this brings us to the first
great hindrance—religious flesh ; I
say religious, because it is that side
of the flesh that specially makes
the ditliculty in the experience of
souls. One who is broueht to God
from open evil has noto the same
temptation to occupation with self.
If he looks back at what..he was
it is» with a shudder; but one
who has Successfully cultivated the



10 “ '1*mc. .1'o\' or 'l‘l-IE Loan.”
llcsh as Saul of Tarsus had, and
gained a high position among his
fellowmen by it, in danger of
a. re.fle..\' eye upon that which
had been his pride. New the
apostle can present himself as
having gone further than his fel-
lows in this Self-cultivation; his
experience is briefly summed up
in verses 4-6. How earnestly re-
ligious—of the Straitest sect of the
Jews, he had lived as Pharisee;
“ touching the righteousness which
is in the law, blameless” in outward
conduct; and, we learn from Acts
xxiii. 1, Strictly conscientious in all
his life. But what was all that is
so highly esteemed among men
found connected with? \Vith the
most determinate enmity to Christ,
not in humiliation but in glory
now, ever expressed in man, seeking
to blot out the very memory of
His name from the earth. What
a-1nome11t_» when he saw that-..hlessed

\ I ‘
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Cne, against whom he had been
runnin<r full tilt with all the

D Ienergy of his being, reveal Himself
to him in a light above the bright-
ness of the Sun ! W/hat an appall-
ing exposure of what man is at
his best before Cod ! “ \/Vhat things
were gain to me, those 1 counted
loss for Christ"! \Vhen his eyes
were opened thus on the Lord
Jesus gone up as Man in divine
rigluteousncss into the glory of
Cod, and I-Ie became revealed to
him as his life and righteousness
before that glory, what became of
moral, religious, earnestly cultivated
Self? He counts it as refuse-—
‘clung, that I may win Christ, and

be found in him, not having my own
righteousness, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith
of Christ, the righteousness which
is of Gi)d by faith.”

But it maybe asked, How could
the" apostle Z0010 to‘ be found in
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Him as a Still future thing? \-Vas
not Christ already the ground
upon which as a believer he stood.
before God? Most Surely 1t was.
If it were not so he could not have
looked to be found in Him in
heavenly glory. But this brings
before us what is the immense
power of the epistle; namely, the
things that are before the hettrt,
what it has as its object. It is not
merely that my place as a Chris-
tian involves the renunciation of
all that is of self, “the end of
all flesh ” as having come in the
cross; but as Paul looks on into
the everlasting glory, his object is
to be found there only in Christ, in
a righteousness which is of God
instead of anything of his 0wn---
divine righteousness instead of the
best human righteousness. How
completely this sets aside every-
tlling of t lat once highly cultivated
self —- a righteousness which is
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wholly, absolutely of God, and he-
come his only by faith in Clwist
Jesus. Self is no longer before tln-
mind’s eye. Where is there a loop-
hole left for anything of the fil‘:-l.
man to come in? How immensl-
the power practically, for the (ll:~'.
placement of self in all its suhtl--
ilforms, in having Christ bqfrwe himg
as the Cne in whom he was looking
to be found in the glory of God for
ever. And thus the first great hin-
drance is cleared out of the way.

The next thing that comes before
him as a hindrance to the realisa-
tion of this life of joy is all that
surrounds us in this world. W1-.
see now how deliverance is found
from this great snare. It is still
by the power of that which ll
make my object. (Ver. 10.) “ That.
I may know him." How the heart
is arrested bv that word! He has
just told us of the effect upon him, of
“ the excellency of. the knowledge



14- THE JOY or 'rue Loan."
of Christ Jesus my Lord.” It was
not merely the surrender of what
had been his gain, in the first llush
of his joy in that wonmlerful reve-
lation; but there had been the
qnaiatwinect estimate of the worth-
lessness of everything here, “ I
count all things but loss." But
more, the test l:.ct<.t come, and he
had“ su,j}’c'red the loss of all things,”
and was able for the sake of Christ
so known to look back on all he
had lost as only refuse, no loss
at all, “ and do count them but
dung.” \Vhat can be the meaning
of it then, you ask, “That I lnay
know him "? \-Vho ever knew
Hini as Paul? It means, beloved
brethren, that the knowledge of
Christ is insatiable. The more we
know Him, the more we ’mu.-st
know. All the heart has learned
to know_ of Him in any feeble
measure is only the foundation
for a deepening longing to know
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Him better. Surely there comes a
divine satisfying in every divinely-
created longing. For “ He satisfi-
eth the longing Soul.” The longing
desire of his soul was “ That I may
know him." Does not that carry
with it a divine satisfaction? It
does, but only to create capacity
for a deeper longing, then a deeper
satisfying; and so the growth of
the soul is carried on as long as
we are here in these longings, with
their divine satisfyings, till at last
the fulness is reached in His blessed
presence for ever. Do we know
a.-n_ything of such desire? lt is a
totally difl'erent thing from resting
in Him as a Saviour, at peace with
Gocl by all He has brought us out
of and into.- We must begin there;
but all the _(/'r0'wth of the soul de-
pends upon having Him, God’s ob-
iect for me, as my object for myself,
as we see it brought out in the
apostle.
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“ That I may know him, and the

power of his resurrection ;” that is,
the power of the place where 1-le
has associated us with Hiln ; and
this sought, not that peace may
be more perfect, or any blessing
better entered‘ into, but that we
may go down more fully into the
path of rejection with Him here,
“the fellowship of his s2t[’}i2‘2'"Z-?z»gs.”
No Such fellowship will ever be
known in the eternal glory: if we
have missed it now, it is missed for
ever. Do we know what it is to
be attracted to Him by all His
grace, and by the glory of His
Person, in this time of His rejec-
tion? There is a fellowship of His
sufferings more sweet than even
that of His glory. David's mighty
men had no such intimacy with
him in th'e glories of the kingdom,
as when he was hunted llke a part-
ridge on the mountains. How
incalculable the loss if, through
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unfaithfulness or lack of purpose
of heart for Christ, we miss the
l'ellows-hip of His su['l'erin0's which

D I

‘Pwe are called to now as the richest
privilege of our association with
Him in this time and place OF His
rejection. And the apostle would
stop at nothing short of being con-
formed unto His death. He would
go the whole path with Him.

And now (ver. 11) we have the
key to this blessed (Incision in the
object before him, “ If any way I
arrive at the resurrection from
among the dead.” (See New Trans.)
is it that the apostle is uncertain
of reaching his destination? No;
such a thought would be to miss
the whole point of the passage.
lt is only the expression of the
energy with which, his eye being
on the and of the path, he is press-
ing . on to reach that end. The
character of the way that leads
there is nothing to him. It might
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be painful and toilsome ; a martyrs
death might lie on it; it is notlnng to
him. His eye and heart are wholly
pre-occupied with the glorious end
-full resurrection conformity to
the image of the Son of God. He
knows that that was what he was
apprehended for, and nothing short
of it will satistiy the apostle. How is
it with us, beloved brethren? Are we
resting in being saved ? or pressing
on with every energy of our whole
being to reach what God has sot
before His people-—what we ha.ve
been saved for-—to be with Christ
and like Christ in heavenly glory ‘.1
How complete the deliverance by
such an object from the world and
its things! Let Satan deck out
the world in its best, there is what,
ec'lipses~it totally in the One who
shines before the apostle’s heart.
here. Let him be offered the finest
place there ever was for man in
this world; of what value would
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it be to one who is pressing on to he
conformed to Christ's image in
glory? Nothing else will deliver
us from the scene that surrounds
us. but the power of an object out-
side it altogether. Satan’s objects
are all bounded by the horizon
of this world; he cannot pre-
sent to us one thing outside it.
The object God presents to us is
absolutely outside this world. Tell
me, Is to reach Christ in glory an
adequate object to absorb our
hearts? \Ve little estimate the pre-
sent practical power even in natural
thmgs of what we make our object.
We see it here in the divine object
before the apostle: it forms him.

“ Not as though I had already
attained, either were already per-
fect; but I follow after if that I
may apprehend that for which
also I am apprehended by Christ
Jesus.” Apprehend is, according
to the force of the word here,
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laying hold of the thing. lt is
not any apprehension of the mind,
as we now commonly use the
word; it is laying hold in actual
glory of what Christ laid hold of
me for. \\7he_n the first arrow of
conviction reached the conscience,
and divine love brought in the. rays
of divine light that shewed us to
ourselves and shone on to shew Him
to us, He laid hold of us to be like
Him in glory. That is what the
apostle was following after. “ Bre-
thren, I count not myself to have
apprehended; but this (me thing I
do.” He had not twenty irons in
the fire, as is often supposed to be
desiraL>le. Oh, for more concentra-
tion of mind on the object God has
set before us! “ One thing have I
desired of the Lord, that will I
see/s: after." \Vhat energy of pun‘-
su'2't_ of that which he desired. Ah I
there is where we so often. fail.
We lack the energy of faith that
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will not be turned aside from the ob-
.lect that we have desired. “ Fol‘g'et-
ting those things which are behind ”
will be understood in the measure
in which the goal is before the soul,
and we are running on to it. It
does not refer to failure——we are
never meant to forget that; the re-
lnembrance of it is needed to keep
us humble; but the past points of
*1)-1'0_r/:'cs-s are not thought of in the
earnestness of the pursuit of what
is still before. “Reaching forth
unto those things which are before,
I press toward the goal, for the
prize of the calling on high of God
in Christ Jesus.”

\Vhat a deliverance from the poor
things of the scene the race lies
through ! And the apostle sets it
before us as proper normal christian
experience--not merelv to be ad-
mired in Paul,--“ let us, as many as
be perfect.” There can be no per-
fection of co-mi*it'io'n» short of reach-
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ing Christ in glory. I-Ie had used
the word in this sense in verse 12..
Here (verse 15) the perfect are
those who are in the faith of their
souls in Christ,the christian position.
“ Be thus minded ”-—have no other
mind or range of object than that
presented to us in the experience
of this blessed servant. “ And if
in anything ye be otherwise
1rinded,”—-he will not let down
the standard to any one’s imperfect
realisation of it——“ God shall reveal
even this unto you.” The next
verse would meet another tendency.
Lest 1 should suppose it to be
Cln'-istianity to go on by myself
alone, and think of no one else, he
encourages us to seek out what we
have reached in common, and
“keep rank ”-—-“ walk in the same
steps ”: he cannot say, “ mind the
same thing ” (which has no autho-
rity), for the case supposed is
"of those "who are am yet "' otherwise
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minded.” (Vcr. It is the will
of God then that we should consider
others, who may not have as fully
got hold of the true christian ohiect,
to lead them on to this instead of
giving them up, though at last it
may have to come to this. If all
were formed by the object of the
apostle’s mind, the difficulty would
not arise.

In a few closing words we have
the reality of these things brought
out the more by a terrible contrast.
“ Brethren, be followers together of
me, and mark them which walk so
as ye have us for a11 ensample.” And
then verses 18, 19 tell the sorrowful
tale of what had already come true
in the profession of Christianity.
For it was not over heathen he was
thus weeping; nor can he say that
they were enemies of Christ, for
they professed to be His friends;
but~he says that they were enemies
of the cross of (.}l1rist-—-of t;l'm.t which
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was the separative power in Cln'is-
tianity, bringing His death between
us and man and his world, “ whose
end is destruction.” Here it is often
ask ed,are these mere professors: and
thus our deceitful hearts would
turn away the whole point of the
instruction, and miss the solemn
warning for ourselves. The apostle
does not introduce the question of
their sou1’s relationship with God.
He pronounces upon their outward
path—-“ who mind earthly things ;”
that we should solemnly consider
it, “ whose end is destruction.” iVe
know that if a true child of God be
found on that road, he will be
delivered out of it before it reaches
its fearful end. But let there be
no weakening of the warning:
minding earthly things is the road
to hell. Do we then never mind
earthly things? \Vhere l1ave our
minds been to-day? Have they
been reaching forth to the things
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that are hcl:’ore, as Cod has pre-
sented them to us? or have we
been pursuing some \vretcl1<-.d object
of earth 1? 'l-;l'ow needed the \\'o1'd '
The Lord give us to open our con-
sciences and hearts to it that we
may be preserved. l:"o1.' this is the
true effect of the warnings of scrip-
ture for those who know His grace.
As I might say to my child, “ If
you fall over that precipice you
will be dashed to pieces :” not that
I mean to let it fall ; but the moral
efl'ect is to make the child cling
close to me. we are preserved by
such warnings.

And now in one beautiful word
the Spirit sums up the Christian’s
position. (Ver. 20.) “ Our conver-
sation is in heaven.” It is hardly
possible to render the full force of
it in English. lt is “citizenship~”;
but that to our minds is a cold
political thing; to a Greek it was
everything : his citizenship came

£1
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before wife, children, or any other
interest in life. The Spirit can
thus take up thisword to bring out
the truth of such deep moment
for us, that all that forms the
Cln"-istian’s life morally, in its
deepest springs, is in heaven now.
\Vhat a wonderful contrast for us
who once belonged to earth ! \Vhat
a new circle and sphere of glory is
this we have been brought into!
Cur new relationships, interests;
objects, joys and hopes are found
in heaven! In one far-reaching
word, “ Cur citizenship is in heaven,
from whence also we await the Lord
Jesus Christ as Saviour ” (ver. 20) ;
so that we may reach the glorious
goal without death at all. But
there is no clashing between these
two aspects of the things before:
resurrection conformity to Christ
in glory for which we are press-
ing on, instead of seeking any
object this side that glory; and the
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hope of His comi11g that satisfies the
afliections while we wait and watch.
How blessed to he found of the
Lord at any moment that He comes,
p1'cssing on through everything
here in the power of an object that
is His for us, even to bear His
image in the glory—-changed in the
twinkling of an eye then into it,
all that is mortal being swallowed
up in the power of a life that is
:.1.l1'e:-1dy ours in Him.

No wonder that the apostle can
now return to his final exhortation
with redoubled force. (Chap. iv. 4..-.)
“ Rejoice in the Lord abway : again
I say, Rejoice.” But some one may
think that the greatest hindrance
of all to joy has been overlooked.
\-Vhat about care ? One absolute
wo_rd, “ Be careful for nothing.”
“A11 E" says some one, “if you only
knew my circumstances you would
know that it was perfectly impos-
sible for 1ne to be without care.”
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But does not He who inspired this
word know every circumstance of
yours, beloved brother or sister ?
lt is God who says to you, “ Be
careful for nothing.” And with
the word He gives the resource to
lift you above all that would have
otherwise pressed on you for care,
“ in c—vco~yi/d/ng ”-—-again how abso-
lute——the merest trifle or what
seems ot'_the greatest concern ; it is
enough that it presses on you : “ by
prayer and supplication let
your requests be made known
unto God.” It is His will that
we should lay before Him what-
ever it is that presses upon us.
But I have omitted a clause,
“ with thanksgiving”-— how im-
portant as to the state of the soul !
giving thanks, not for the answer
that we expect (He has something
far greater than this for us), but
because we know His love; we
have the only guage and measure
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of it, in that He has not spared His
own Son but given I'_l.llll up for
us all, and we know that all is
well, and can bow in thanksgiving.
It is the normal expression of the
Christian’s conlide11ce in the heart
of God. Aml now comes the greater
thing, “ The peace of God . .
shall keep your hearts and minds.”

It is not the peace of Christ here,
“my peace ” that He gave us in
John xiv.-—-the peace of the Man
who passed through my circum-
stances, the calm, unruttled peace
of resting in the Father’s love,
and submitting i11 all things to Him.
That is given us unconditionally.
This is conditional, but the con-
dition is only that we trust God
with what would bring care instead
of carrying it as a burden ourselves.
And it is the peace of God, of Him
who sits on the throne where no
breaith of trouble ever came. He
guarantees by His faithful word to
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put this peace, in all this its wonder-
ful- character, in the heart of the one
who puts his cares into Crod’s heart.
Well, you say, I cannot understand
it. Ah! God has anticipated you, for
He says, “ which passeth all under-
standing.” \Ve have then only to
contide in Him as to anything that
would suggest a care, to prove the
blessedness of His peace keeping
the heart and “thoughts” (as the
word really is, often so diflicult to
regulate) in a way to make us a
wonder to ourselves and to all who
know us.

W’ell, beloved, in conclusion I
can only put it to myself and to
you, Do we know much in practical
experience of this life of joy upon
earth ? I admit that peace is a
deeper thing. God never takes the
name of the God of joy, as charac-
teristic of His relationship with us,
but He does that of “God of peace”
continually. It is because peace
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depends on the work done for us
and is as stable, to the faith that
rests in that work, as the throne
on which the Lord Jesus sits;
while joy depends so much on our
state, on the power and realisa-
tion in comnnmion of the things
in whicl1 the joy is found-—Christ
and His sphere of glory. Is He
“enough the mind and heart to
lill ?” or are we, instead of with
a mind fixed 011 Him, allowing
ourselves to be distracted, if not
as, alas! too often actually at-
tracted, by the thousand and one
things Satan has to present to us
in his sphere of the world? It is
here, and now, we are tested, as to
how far Christ is known where He
is———“ the excellency of the know-
ledge of Christ Jesus our Lord ”——
to satisfy and form us by heavenly
objects, so as to have power to
express a life of divine and heavenly
Joy upon earth—-the most blessed
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testimony we can render to Him,
and without which there is none.
“ The joy of the Lord is your
strength.” May it be yours and
mine, beloved l.\l‘i~'tlll‘t:!l1, to realise
it increasingly, allowing the sharp
edge of His word and warning to
con1e_upon all that would obstruct
and hinder it, till we enter into
the fulness of it, where there will
be no more to distract in His pre-
sence for ever.

J . A. T.

By tlw same.
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