CORRESPONDENCE

AND

Papers on Yagious Subjects,

RY

THE LATE WILLIAM EDWARDS,

JF CLARENCE, ONT,

Toqetber with a Shetch of bis Bife.

COMPILED AND ARRANGED BY HIS BROTHER,

JAMES EDWARDS,

PETERBOROUGH, ONTARIO.

Petevbovounh:
J. R STRATTON, PRINTER, EXAMINER STEAM PRLESSES, GEORGE STREEY,
1882.




W%—-é&é’%%ww

INDEX.

Introduction

Scenes in the Life of a Canadian Pioncer .
Rustic Jottings from the Bush
Correspondence to Peterborough Lxaminer
Temperance . . . . . . . . . ..
Religious .

Essays on Dignity of Labor

Ottawa Pioncers

Political

Miscellaneous

Poetry

39

55

6o

82

88

.11

127

. 157




.

A

oo 2}.2%-»49:«——0

INTRODUCTION, e

WitLiavy  Evwarps, the author of
the following letters, papers, essays, &c.,
and the subject of this short memoir,
was born in the town of Portsea, Hants,
England, on the 6th day of June, 1810,
and was the youngest son—save one,
who died ir infancy —of John and
Margaret Tdwards. He was sent to
schaol at an early age, but hefore he
was 9 years cld, the family left England
for America, and, as a consequence,
his attainments in education were very
limited. Intle fall of 1822, the family
removed from Kingston to the Ottawa
River to begin bush life. Foxes' Point,
in the Township of Clarence, then an
unbroken forest, was the spot selected
for settlement. It is situated about 3o
miles below where the City of Ottawa
now stands, on the South side of .he
river. The first, and most necessary
job for the settlers, was the building of
a house to dwell in.

Notwithstanding a considerable out-
lay and pains taken to have the house
warm and comfortable, it proved the
very reverse.

Potatoes purchased for winter use
were frozen. The chimney proved a
miserable affair, smoky, and being built of
sticks and clay, it was continually tak-
ing fire—threatening the destruction of
the house.  Often cups and saucers, at
breakfast, adhered together by the
frost.

The winter passed away slowly, suf-
ferings from cold and smoke were se-
vere, but in due time, spring came
ronnd, and was cordially welcomed
Time came and went, and years of pri-
vation and trials were endured by the

settlers.  ‘T'he father and his three sons
toited on, learning the lessons of ex-
perience.  In the division of labor,
William was appointed to the care of
the cattle, and before horses were intro-
duced, oxen supplied their places, and
he was teamster of them. In those
early days, beaver meadow hay was the
only hay the settlers had for their stock.
It was cut and stacked in the meadows,
and drawn home in winter, William’s
business was to draw this hay with his
oxen. He rose early, and was off with
his team before daylight, and back with
hisload early in the aftcrnoon, While
at home, the lowing herd had not long
to wait for the accustomed meal. His
continual practice was to carry a book
in his pocket, and he seemed to occupy
every available minute in reading and
committing to memory favorite portions
of the authors he perused. 1 have
often heard him make the woods vocal,
repeating them while riding on a load
of hay, or on a stick of timber. He had
a vein of poetry, which, in his younger
years, he eultivated, and his fondness
for the poets was great.

In the carly part of the year 1837,
he was married to Anne Cameron, the
youngest daughter of Mr. John Cam-
cron, of the adjoining Township of
Cumberland.  He had eleven children,
(7 sons and 4 daughters,) ten of whom,
together with his beloved wife, survive
him.  His domestic rclations were lov-
ing and sincere.  He loved his wife
and family, and was never more happy
than when surrounded by his children
and grandchildren, and, in return for
that love and affection, he was con-
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scious that they ‘were reciprocated. He
possibly enjoyed more of connubial
bliss than usually falls to the majority of
mortals. | His acqnaintances and con-
nections were varicd and numerous.
Few menon the Ottawa, were better
known or more- highly respected, and
few, it may be added, who more richly
deserved to be had in remembhrance for
honesty and sterling worth. He lived
to sce six of his sons and one daughter
married, and all his children comfort-
ably settled in life,

Shortly after the introduction of
Municipal Institutions, he was elected
Township Councillor, Reeve, and one
term, he was’'chosen as Warden of the
United Counties of Prescott and Rus-
sell.  Whilst in office, he was strennous
in his endcavours to bencfit Townships
and Countics alike, opposing all sorts
of dishonesty and double dealing in
cither, and approving and upholding
what he considered right and  proper.
He was, from 1830 to 1866, elected
continnously to the latter period, having
during those 15 years never sought elec-
tions, yet he was unanimously returned
without a contest or a canvass on his
part. In the latter year he was re-
placed by another, and ever after, he
refused to he a candidate, though
frequently solicited to stand.  He held
the appointment of Justice of the Peace
for a long period, and exercised its
functions with wisdom, firmness and
cfficiency. Reference is made in the

His integrity and honesty were con-
spicuous, on acquaintance with -him,
and never was he known to wrong any
one,

His benevolence and hospitality were
striking features in his character. He
loved social intercourse with people of
intelligence and moral worth, and his
house was the frequent resort of numer-
ons friends, who enjoyed his genial
hospitality.

He posscssed a very large share of
good common sense, coupled with a
ready and a sound judgment. In fact,
1 have never known any one who scein-
ed to have so correct a judgment, or
so safe,

His opinion and advice were sought
after by old and young, many of whom
confided their sccrets to him, finding
in him a safe and wise counsellor. No
one feels the want of his advice wore
than I do ; accustomed as I have been
to consult him in difficulties, 1 find
that his loss to me is irreparable,

But his career is over, life i done;
we shall hear his welcome voice no
more, nor sec his henignant smile again,
He had a zood constitution, and for a
long perivd, was a stranger to sickness,
but in his 68th year, he contracted a
severe and pamful  malady, which
scriously threatened his life.  This
trouble, however, yiclded to treatment,
and bhe enjoyerd between two and three
years of life, interspersed with suffering.
The early part of the year 1881, he had

%

“Scenes in the life of a Canadian Pio-;a stroke of paralysis, which he soon got
neer” to his father having an extensive i over, but a second attack on the 17th
agency for the preservance and sale of of March occurring, caused uncon-
timber and Jands, At the death of his | scionsness. He lingered till carly on the
father, in 1843, this agency was tiansfer- ' morning of the 4th of April, 1881, in
red to his son William, by which time|the 7ist year of his age, when the
the business had increased so much, i “ wemy wheels of life stood still at last,”
that a great part of his time was occu-{and his spirit passed from its frail tenc-
pied in surveying, valuing and selling | ment to the Father of our spirits ; he
Jand and timber. His transactions were diced as one going to sleep.  Says the
large and varied in this department, i man of afiliction and soffering: ** Is
extending cven to Royalty and tothere not an appointed time to man
India, Australia, &c. In all his dcal-lupon the earth, and arc not his days
ings, he was scrupulously exact andlns the days of an hireling?” ‘T'he last
upright with the parties he acted for, jentry in his diary was on the 16th of
and was as free from the charge of sel-: March, and his last day upon carth the
fishness as any person 1 have known. !3rd of April following.

-9~
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It was the practice of iy late vrother,
for some twenty years prier to his death,
when he wrote for the press, to cut out
and preserve copies of his letters, papers,
&c., which he pasted in a scrap baook.
T'hese coantributions were entered there-
in, in the order as to time in which they
were written ; hut being composed on a
number of subjects, when it was decided
by his famnily, after his death, that they
should be published, and that 1 should
undertake the task of overseeing and
classifying them, as well as superintend
their publication, using my own judg-
ment, I at once set to work to collect
and compile them, arranging them
under ten headings. As willbe observed,
I have introduced some notes, connect-
ing dates and occurrences, and supply-
ing uscful information in the historical
items.

A noticeable omission of my brother
in writing the history of the family to
which he and 1 belong, is his studious
avoidance of any rcference to himself,
It would scarcely be fair or proper to
send out a book, written by one who has
climbed the ladder of fame, vnder such
disadvantageous  circumstances, and
not give a sketch, at least, of his life
and history ; especially as he has kept
himself so much in the dark. Those
whe were acquainted with him, would
soon aiscover how ready he was to ac-
knowledge excellencies in others, and
no one more shy in attributing any-
thing praiseworthy in others.  He en-
dorsed and practised the saying of the
wise man: “Let another man praise
thee, and not thine own wmouth, a
stranger and not thine own lips.”
Lgotism he abhorred in others, and
shunued it in himself.  In his bestory
of the Ottawa “Pioreers” he has lionest-
ly described their struggles and success-
es, and when discernable, theiraims and
motives. He has labored long and
patiently to set forth the praises so just-
ly due to them, so that their descen-
dants, by the “divine art of printing” can
realize the fact, that the ‘author,
though dead, yet speaketh.” Though
naturally modest and retiring, he was,
nevertheless, ready to frown down

wrong doing of all kinds, sturdily bat-
tling for the right. Of a kind and
sympathizing nature, he rejoiced with
thase that rejoiced, and wept with those
who wept.  His brain and pen were
ever at work, encouraging to virtue,
warning the unwary to beware of evil
and evil influences, In all his various
writings, he rarely gives his name or
even his initials, using continually a
nom-de-plume, as if, in doing good, he
wishes to shrink from recognition.

His reading was varied and exten-
sive, for a backwoodsman, his memory
very superior, and he turned 0 good
account the in‘ormation he acquired
from the sparse library at his command.
His extended and thorough reading
has given him a style in his writing,
that points to him as a highly cultured
writer. His terse but vigorous pen
flows from serious to gay, from sad to
ludicrous, from sarcasm to laudation,
with an ease and grace, all his own.
There is a thread of wit and humour
running through most of his writings,
especially in his narrative and descrip-
tive pieces, that is spicy and agreeable.
Satire and sarcasm are occasionally em-
ployed with effect.

My brother has written a great deal
that is not available—having been mis-
laid or destroyed. The earliest dates of
the available documents, occur in the
corresjdence to the Peterborough
LExamiice;, m 1862, at a period when
his brother was Editor of that paper.
In his “Scenes” he notices the forma-
tion of the * Foxes’ Point Young Mens’
Society,” for moral, religious and intel-
lectual improvement, which was a happy
means of benefitting many, none more
so than iy brother In addition to
papers, composed and read by him
weekly, before the Society, he wrote, in
prosc and verse, essays and papers on
agriculture, for a member whose sobrz-
quet was the “Farmer.” These early
contributions have not been preserved,
which is a pity, as most that fell from
his pen, was worthy of record and peru-
sal. It is, however, fortunate that so
much has been preserved and made
avaiiable—thanks to the foresight and L
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care of one of his sons, who acted partly
as a mentor, that so much will see the
light. Very few men, in this busy and
fast world, who havc business on hand,
can write so much and so well as he
has done.

His history affords proof of what may
be accomplished by improving time,
His industry was remarkable, and he
seemed not to know what “killing of
time” meant. So anxious was he for
study and mental improvement, that for
years I have known him eat sparingly on
Sundays so as to avoid sleep, and  this,
while yet a lad. He was largely indebted
to thc Rev. Mr. I'lcu.hcr, (noticed by
him in the “ Pioncers,” page 108,) for
giving his mind a bend to literary im-
provement, Mr. F. took a deep interest
i the socnely and the locality, designat-
ing “ Foxes' Point” as “a light in a
dark place.” He frequently turned
with pleasure to the favored spot, de-
claring that some of the best visits in
his life time were spent there.

While my h:other has left behind
him an unimpeached character for
morality and uprightness, duringalong
life, his religious character is not so
marked as we should have liked. There
is no doubt but that, at one of
those memorable revivals of religion, so
ably pourtrayed by his facile and graphic
pen, he received the truth, became a
Christian, by believing the Gospel, and
was baptized on a profession of his
faith, but for some reasons, which I am
inignoranceof, he never joincd a church.

I have spoken with several friends, who
knew him thoroughly, and to whom he
has, at several ti mes, opened his mind
and stated his views of Gospel truth,
and they all concur in the conviction
that he was a truly Christian man. He
knew the truth and loved the truth,
and he was grieved if truth suffered, and
hurried to vindicate its honor, He
did not like to see professors of rclll;lon
living or acting unworthy their pr. -
sion, and would often remind such of
their high vocation, which demanded
works as well as faith.

Possibly, when experiencing a change
of heart, and finding how prone he was
himself to wander and come short of
what he should he, and fearing that the
charge of inconsistency might attach to
him, he has yielded to the temptation,
and put off a clear and paramount duty.
His natural humility and retirement
operated against anything like profes-
sion or display, and it would seem as
if he dreaded that his profession would
lead others to stumble. Whatever may
have been the causes, they are not
known for a certainty.  We know that
he knew and loved the truth, and that
the truth made him free from the law
of sin and death, Doubts and fears do
not scparate the humble believer from
the gracious Saviour, who has said:
“him that cometh unto Me, 1 will in
no wisc cast out.”

J E

“Rocklands,”

Peterborongh, Dec., 1881.
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Ceoil and Duulop.
To the Editor of the Ottawa Citizen :

Sir,—In your weckly issuc of the
gth instant, a correspondent, over the
signature of *“ Cheops,” offers, for the
cntertainment of your readers, a chapter
on what he styles “The Theatrical
preaching of Mr. Dunlop and lord
Ceeil.”

What does this writer mean by
theatrical preaching? Does the place:
justify the language, or is the matter
and style of preaching theatrical?  Ver-
ily, such language was never worse ap-
plied.  More simple, direct Bible
preaching is rarcly, if ever, heard from
auny lips, clerical or lay.  These gentle-
men will not he astrnished beyond
measure, nor will they be induced to
alter their course in order to escape
censure.  They will call to mmd the
words spuken by certain philosophers |
regarding the prince of preachers.
“What will this babbler say ?” and glory
in sharing with Paul evil speaking for
their Master's sake.

“Cheops ” denominates them *two
unanointed, unconsccrated  laymen.”
Was any other kind of laymen cver
heard of ?  1f anointed and conseerat-
ed, would they continue laymen?  But
may they not, minns the authority gain-
¢d by the laying on of hands, possess a
commission of greater weight than nan
can bestow, and have applied to them
the words, “ But the anointing which
ye have reccived of him abideth in you,
and ye need not that any man teach
yOl.l."

What docs your correspondent mean
by styling Mr. Dunlop’s address “a

leprous commentary ?”  Is such langu-

a critic on the doctrines and types of
the Bible? It is, however, in keeping
with his closing remarks on lord
Cucil's address, “a more crazy exposi-
tion of Scripture no human being ever
before listened to.” And how many
crazy human beings did listen to it, and
will again crowd the theatre to listen to
similar crazy expositions? And num-

i bers will be eterually benefitted by go-

ing, hecause it pleases God by the fool-
ishness of preaching to save them that
believe.

Casting aspersions on preachers who
deviate from the beaten track preserib-
ed, is casily done, for there is red-tapism
in religion as well as in sccular matters.
He who spake as never man spake,
was accused of blasphemy, and adjudy-
cd worthy of death.  Paul was a ¢ pes-
tilent fcllow,” and his fellow-apostles no
better.  So has it been all the way
down to the present day.  Karnestness
in religion bespeaks a man wmad or
crazy, and multitudes deem

© Faith want of comnon sense,
And ardor in the Christian race
A hypocrite’s pretence, *

Who, in his day, so abundant in
labor and success, as Whitfield, and
how did he fare?  Did his own church
honor or dishonor him? He—

** Stoad Pillaricd on Infamy’s high stage,

And bore the pelting storin ol half an age,

The very butt of slander, aud the blot

For every darl that malice ever shot.

‘I'he nan who mentioned him at once dismissed
All merey from his tips, and sneered aund hissed,
Assailed by scandal and the tongue of strife,

Ilis only answer was a hlameless life;

Amt he that forged, and he that threw the ° t,
Iad cach a brother's interest in his wweart

It ts no extravagant language to say
that the advent of lowd Cecil and
Messrs. Dunlop and ‘Turner, on the
Ottawa, is an era in its history, and it
may he hoped that “ Cheops” will yet
blush for using his pen to caricaiure

age becoming one who assumes to be

-
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men so eminently honored of God.
For many weeks, this summer, they
have labored in several townships be-
low Ottawa City, on both sides of the
river, with results such as have probab-
ly never before been witnessed in any
portion of Canada ~ Hundreds have
been converted, with whom religion has
indecd become the onc thing necdful.
Clarenee and Cumberland, as well as
1.ochaber, and Buckingham, can attest
to the truth of this statement. And
what were the means employed ?  “I'he
simple Gospel, preached n the simplest
manncr, by men in downright carnest
—by men who sought not ours. but us
—vwho cat their own bread and sleptin
their own tent—who preached every
night to the multitudes that eame from
far and near adnd tarried late, hanging
on the lips of the speakers as if they
had been messengers from Heaven.
Every hour of every day was fully em-
ployed in visiting the homes of these
mualtitudes, reading, conversing and
praying with them, thus fulfilling the
injunction ** instant in scason and out
of scason.”

Unduc excitement had ne part in
this revival, The words spoken were
those of truth and soberness. Nor
was its influence confined 1o the notor-
iously wicked or ignorant. Many who
had deemed themselves good, and per-
sons of education and position have
heen  humhled to confuss a change
never before experienced.  Ministers
of various denominations, and among
them men whose learning and 1alents
will compare favorably with those of
ministers generally, have stood aside
and given place to those “ unanointed
laymen,” believing that they had a
special message to the people, and re-
sults have proved they had.  These
ministers, themselves, have also been
benefitted.  They have learned a new
lesson, even in preaching—to be more
carnest, direct and simple.

Has the population of Ouawa city
less need of being roused fram spiritual

slumber than the people of those town- | open arins.

ships had? Or are its ministers less
ncedful than others of being reminded

of their duty as watchmen? Is it fair,
wise, or just, not to speak of higher
considerations, 1o criticise as % Cheops”
has done, the preaching of these de-
voted, disintercsted, honored men?
If no other consideration avails to
check his irreverant mirth, some sage
adviee uttered by one of old might be
profitably pondered by him; “I say
unto you refrain from these men, and
let them alone; for if this counsel or
this work be of men it will come to
naught.  But if of God ye cannot over-
throw it, lest haply ye be found to fight
against God.”

Please allow hoth sides a hearing
and oblige,

Yours, &c.,
VINDICATOR.
Banks of the Ottawa, Oct. 12, 1868,

7o the Editor of the Ottawa Citizen :

SirR,—Circumstanees scem to neces-
sitate the sccular press in Ottawa sup-
plying, in a measure, the lack in that
eity of a religious organ. The Citizen
scems to he the elected medium, through
which are discussed the merits and
demerits of the men who, as instru-
ments, originated the religious interest
now widespread in the Valley of the
Ottawa.

‘The writer, some time since, defend-
ed in the Citisen the work and views of
these men; nor would he now abate
one jot or title of the honor and eredit
then accorded them.  But the truth
which men procltim does not cxcuse
the error they teach—in fact, heing
nnised, with truth, increases the danger
and necessity of resisting it.  The
apestle honored to introduce the Gospel
to the Gentiles, afterwards, in relation
to them, acted so inconsistently that a
greater apostle “ withstood him to the
tace, because he was to be blamed.”

To Lord A. I’ Cecil and Mr. Dunlop
it might be said: “Ye did run well;
who didt hinder you that ye should not
obey the truth?”  [n the townships
below Ottawa they were reecived with
"T'he doors of most of the
churehes were thrown open, and the
ministers  confidingly  resigned  the
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people to their teaching, These gentle-
nmen professed to belong to no sect, and
toknow nothing among men**save Jesus
Christ and him crucified.” Bemg ques-
tioned about the *“ lrethren,” they dis-
elaimed any connection with that body,
and spoke of them as being more in-
tensely sectarian than any other.  The
preaching of these men was effectnal in
doing much good ; and, had they been
eontent with referring their converts to
the Book for guidance in their future
course, and passed on to new fickds and
fresh triumphs as Evangelists,they wonld
have escaped grave charges with which
they now require 10 be withstood 1o the
face, for they are to be blamed.  “T'ramp-
ling under foot the amenitics of Chris-
tian and gentlemanly courtesy, within
the very buildings so frankly thrown
open 1o them, they denounce ministers
and churches of every name with an
assurance of infallibility il in accord-
ance with that charity that thinketh no
evil, or that love which rejoiceth in goad,
by whomsoever accomplished. Tt is
only in the last year of the world, ac-
cording to Baxter’s figures, that good is
being done, and habes are doing it
The year is past, and the world remains.
Mr. Baxter is at fanlk, and so arc they
who speak contemptuously of ministers
and churches,  Both are appointed of
God, and for centuries, from those of
different names, has sounded out the
word, as a savor of life to millions now
tuning their harps in the upper sanctu-
ary.

T'he converts of these gentlemen are
instructed to shun all chnrehes, as they
arcalready in the church general. They
are tanght loose views with regard to
the communion - -that any one may ad-
minister it--and to any number—two
arc sufficient.  These nstructions car-
ried out would justify groups of Sunday
Schaoed children getting up litle com-
munions of their own,

[t might be expected of men bred to
discipline, and close readers of the
Scriptures, that they wou'd note and
follow the injunctions of order anent
the Lord’s Supper.  I'hey not only use
their influence to withdraw mem! 2rs

from churches to which they belong,
but try to induce them to join that body
hefore denounced as intensely sectarian,
To this end, leaders of the order visit
the several localities, and chime in
chorus denouncing winisters and
churches.  These apostles of annihila-
tion look on Canada as their appointed
ficld—all ministers and churches their
lawful prey, given into their hands by
the Most High, as fully as the Canan-
ites were to Israel of old.

In wnothing should men be more
honest than in religion. If it is the
mission of these gentlemen to demolish
churches and to buildupthe “Brethren,”
let them frankly say so and we shall
know our fate. At the same time let
them inform themselves if these *Breth-
ren” possess, thronghout the world, an
exclusive claim to heing the excellent of
the carth, walking in all the command-
ments and  ordinances of the Lord,
blameless.  Are they all of one mind
and one heart? 1o they all possess
the quality of cohesion, and are they
steadfastly contending for the faith once
delivered o the saints?  Can they
boast superiority to all others in vfforts
at home and abroad in turning men
from darkness to light, and from the
power of sin and Satan to the scrvice
of the Lord.  The church which fulfils
best the commission *Go into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every
creature” has the hest claim to super-
jority, and not that which shrivels
charity to so narrow limits as to say,
“We are l]lt. people, and  wisdom  will
dic with ns.”

Forhear, ye preachers, of |)I'1ntmg
and then plucking up—building with
one hand and pulling down with the
other.  The track of Panl became
studded with chorches.  Yours  pro-
miscs, like that of an a(l\ancmg army,
to be marked by desolation and wreck.

VINDICATOR,

Banks of the OQttawa, Jan. 12, 1869.

v the Editor of the Ottawra Crtizen :
S1r,—It is usual to record the move-

ments of great men, particularly those

of men of war, whose doings engage
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general interest. At scveral points on
the Ottawa just now, the appliances of
spiritual warefarc are being employed
10 demolish sundry churches, whose
existence is deemed contrary to Scrip-
ture, as read and cxpounded by some
who are wiser than what is written. To
this end, men of ordinary capacity,
have been sent with limited success
To secure complete victory, a great
gun of extraordinary (Armstrong) cali-
bre, has appeared on the stage in the
person of Mr. Hook. It would sezm
to be expected that this Hook will
fasten on the roofs of our little Zions
and topple them all to the ground,
What desolation! ‘I'he thought of it
might cause rivers of water to run down
our eycs, did we forget that crror, like a
bubble, abides but for a time; while
truth, like its author, is the same yes-
terday, to-day and forever. The pre-
sumptuous hittle few located in Ottawa,
who arrogate 10 themselves being the
only true representative type of a
Christian Church, would do well in
their proselyting cfforts to imitate Paul,
—“Yea, so have I strived to preach
the Gospel, not where Christ was nam-
ed, lest [ should bhuild on another
man’s foundation.”

Let them take this lesson of true,
Christian, manly dignity--act upon it,
and go into the waste places of the
land where the people are famishing
for the bread of life, and waste not
their time in crying down ministers
and secking tc divide and break down
churches.  But if they will not persist
in this course let them employ some
more likely champion than this Goliah,
Mr. Hook ; or otherwise school him
into how he ought to hehave himself in
the house of God. Such rash, unscem-’
ly remarks in speaking and wicked ir-
reverence in prayer, as he s guilty of,
are not casily matched, and yet he
claims to be a follower and teacher of
him who was meck and lowly of heart,
whose voice was not heard in the
strect, and who in his intercourse with
men pitied rather than reviled poor
sinners,  In one of Mr. Hook's recent

| perience is concerned, like those came-
crusades down the Ottawa 1o demolish | lion people, whe, claiming to be guided

churches, he gave startling proofs of
his irreverencc and devilishness of
nature.

Professing to pray, he desired God
to silence the dogs that were making a
noisc, and to cast out the dumb devils
in those girls who stood up to be pray-
ed for, but who would not answer when
spoke to, and asked the Lord to strike
him dead if he was the cause of their
not being converted.

On another occasion he asked the
Lord to take away those sinners who
would not be converted, and send them
at once to hell, where they ought to
be.  In speaking he climed to know
who were Christians and who were
not, and said he could chalk every true
believer, provided the chalk held out.
‘T'his was done by the answers given to
the enquiry, “ Are you a Christian?”
To onc who would say, “T do not
know; I hope so; I go to church,”
&ec, be would say, “You will go to
hell and be damined.”

How appropriate the caution to such
a teacher—* Judge not that ye be not
judged.” Yet we arc asked to fly our
ministers and run after such and save
our souls.

If this is an acknowledged sample
of ymouth preaching and preachers,
“Oh, my soul, come not thou into
their sceret ; unto their assembly mine
honor be not thou united.”

VINDICATOR.

Banks of the Ottawa, Feb. 1, 1869,

The Way They Work.

Mr. Emror,—In a recent number
of the Baptist a letter appeared over
the signature of J. Cooper, giving an
account of the Iivangelistic labours of
three men in Western Canada, of
whom Mr. Cooper speaks in the high-
est terms  ‘T'he style and spirit of that
letter do credit to the head and heart
of its author. If he would allow it
many might correct him in onc point—
that of giving those Christian gentle-
men the name of  Plymouth Brethren,
They do not act, so far as Eastern ex-
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by one spirit, outvic Joseph's coat in
the variety of the colours of their opin-
ions, and the morning cloud in the in-
stability of these opinions.

This section of the country has been
visited by three Evangelists, men ot
aristocratic connections—one a Lord,
As the proscribed British officers, who
were not allowed to serve their heaven-
ly as well as their earthly sovereign at
the same time, and who imitated Moses

in their choice between the two, thcir'

fame is wide-spread.  lLast summer
witnessed in the Ottawa Valley the
labours of these men.  They disclaim-
ed connection with any church or body,
and preached incessantly *‘the old,
old story,” while converts flocked to
the standard of the cross as doves to
their windows  The doors of the Bap-
tist chapels were thrown open, and the
ministers, for a long time, waived all
official right to teach and preach. This
right was accepted and used so tully
by the officers, that the men who grant-
cd it were left unnaticed, either in be-
ing asked to assist, or in heing consult-
ed as to the appointment of services or
otherwise.  But, as great good was be-
ing done the virtually interdicted min-
isters, fearful of hindering it, remained
in the dust. . One duty they were per-
mitted for a time to perform, exclusive-
ly, namely, haptising.  Many scorc
professed their faith, and were buried
with Christ in Baptism, the three of-
ficers among the number.  “T'hey, how-
ever disclaimed being Baptists, and de-
clined joining the chureh.

In process of time it came 1o pass
that the good men, who had been so
signally blessed in building up, began
to pull down. It transpired, that,
though denying Plymouth Brethrenism
they truly were one with the people so
called.  ‘Their power over the con-
verts was immense, and they determin-
ed to use it fully, The leaders of
Plymouthism were scnt, and are still
betng sent, among the converts to
teach grand truths mingled with dan-
gerous  errors.  The officers feeling
strong in their position, threw off all
reserve, and, it may be added, some-

thing of due regard to good manners,
Within the building of a Presbyterian
body, they denounce the system of the
pecple worshiping therein; and in a
Baptist chapel, condemn restricted
communion and church order.  With
their friends of the Plymouth school
they are loud in denouncing ministers,
missionarics and churches of every
kind.  Although immersed themselves
by Baptist ministers, they do all they
can to prevent converts going to min-
isters for the purpose, and now per-
form the ordinance themselves.

It will be a matter of astonishment
how men so good, can act so unworth-
ily, and how men, holding errors so
grave, can be so blessed.  Unriddle the
enigma who may, facts cannot be dis-
puted.  Once thing is certain, these
livangelists, notwithstanding the ap-
pearance of dissimulation, are ecarnest,
single-minded, devoted men, and sin-
cere inerror. The day they fell in
with Plymouthism was an unhappy day
for their usefulness. One may conjec-
ture what a blessing these men might
have been in Canada, had they con-
fincd themselves to simply preaching
the Gospel. But they have crippled
their energies, and marred their future
usefulness by the course adopted here.
Christians in other localities, warned
by the experience of the people on the
Ottawa, ' will be afraid of them, or at
least not accord the hearty and unre-
served reception that was given them
here.

In onc locality there are over one
hundred converts, who are warned
against joining any church. To these
the communion is administered every
sabbath.  They are frequently styled
Cectlians, as Lord Cecil is the spiritual
father of most of them, but whether
they will retain the name, or what wilt
become of them, as regards church
organization, remains tu  be seen
When Lord Cecil leaves, a strong bond
of union will be broken, and a scatter-
ing will be apt to follow.
them have been immersed, and all
would likely be, if scriptural order
were followed, but it isa practice with

Many of
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these good men to give the communion
to unbaptised persons, the only require-
ment being an assurance of conversion.
As another sample of the mistaken
and erroncous teachings afforded their
converts, it may be mentioned that, at
a recent meeting, Lord Cecil observed
that some one who took part in speak-
ing had made preparation, and con-
demned such conduct by saying that
they should trust to the Spirit alune for
help.

Mr. Dunlop is the ruling power in
another locality where he has chiefly
iaboured.  Arter being useful to many,
other fields claimed his attention, and
he apparently took leave after giving
much good counsel.  But some im-
pulse or rumour soon brought him back
to labor in drawing off the members of
one of the Baptist Churches that re-
ceived him so frankly and unsuspect-
ingly, Ina buildinga few rods from
the Baptist Chapel, he has started a
communion service, so free, that all
that feel sure of salvation may partake.
A number of church members, most of
whom are young converts, join him,
many without knowing or understand-
ing what they are doing.  ‘Thus Plym-
outhism is at present waging war on
several churches, which littde dreamed
of danger from that quarter. Some of
our ministers are too quiet, and trust
to the evil killing itsclf—overlooking
that there are times when it is neces-
sary ““to contend for the faith which
was once delivered unto the saints.”
There is an exception in one, whose
celtic blond warms when he  hears
chureh order and ministers denounced,
and he comes down ou the teachers of
such heresy, with an avalanche of
scripture  truth, that overwhelms and
scatters them, so that they play shy of
his people.

No doubt most excellent people are
among the Plymouth hrethren.  But
the system is bad, and much of it is
delusion.  They claim to be taught by
one spirit; if s0, why such diversity
and instability ?  ‘Takea few examples.
T'he leader of the body whose banefnl
influence is at work here, was, some

years ago, immersed on a profession of
faith; afterwards he got his unconvert-
=d children baptised (sprinkled ?) Sub-
sequently, in the early part of last sum-
mer, he immersed four candidates, and
a few months later he refused to im-
merse a candidate for the ordinance,
and declared he did not believe in it
Others among them stoutly contend
for immersion, while some regard all
kinds of water baptism of no value.
One brother in Montrcal, a Mr. Mann,
goes farther still, and favours the world
with a tract, now in circulation, in
which he states that the apostles never
carricd ont the Lord's commission in
the matter of baptism—that it is a car-
nal ordinance never intended for the
Gentiles.  These are the people guided
by one spirit. Truly they require a
discerner of spirits—a gift which prob
ably ceased with the gift of miracles.
They might profitably conclude with
Peter, ** we have also a more sure word
of prophecy, whereunto ye do well that
ye take heed, as uato a light that shin-
eth in a dark place, until the day dawn
and the day star arise in your hearts.”

Oue of the fancies of the Brother-
hood is being guided by the Spirit,
overlooking the test of truth in the
word. Another vagary is seeking to
be dirccted in duty by opening the
bible, or tossing up a copper—the act
being precedad by prayer.

Prayer is often prostituted and be-
comes an irreverent tirade. A great
gun of the order, named Mr. Hooke,
just now employed againstthe churches,
lately, while professing to lead in pub-
lic prayer, asked the Almighty in a
rude manner to silence those dogs that
were making a noise. At another
part of the services, he prayed that
the dumb devils might be cast out of
three girls, who had stood up to be
prayed for, but would not answer when
spoken to, and that, if he were the
cause of hindrance in their conversion,
he might be struck dead on the spot.
Another disciple of the order prayed
that the dogs ight stop barking, the
babics cease erying, the hells be kept
from ringing, and that the devils might
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he kept quict, so that they might have in his bold, unmeasured advocacy of
a good meeting, A shocking mstance, Pulpit MS.,, and if the views he ad-
of malignant presumption occurred on vances should be generally adepted,
another occasion, when the above the glory of our denomination will
named preacher prayed the lLord to speedily depart.  Strange that a man
take those sinners who would nat be' who can preach so well without a NS,
converted, and send them at once to should plead the necessity of its use in
hell, where they deserved to go. terms o unqualified.

Thur manuer of observing the com-  No slight is intended to Mr. D, in
munion, in these parts is quite novel. the remark, that his essay on this sub-
A minister, as such is not to preside, | ject in the paper of the 3rd inst. is
aud anyone present, even the youngest | proof positive the pen does not shicld
boy, may preside, if moved thereto. |a man from expressing ideas crude and
The professed speeial object in ;‘athu’-; lmpcrfe(.t for it contains many thoughts
ing is to break bnmd, any religious ex-| *“ In its bruised, maimed, man"led col-
crcises engaged in are incider l'll. and [ dition.”  Why say so much about the
depend on the Spirit. ‘There is, how-| pulpit?  Who advocates its shape,
ever, no breaking of bread, as cach onc,nnl\c or utlllty’ Doubtless it is a
picks a picce from a loaf passed round | mistake to hoop in a man thus, as cle-
It is obscrvable, too, that the motions | vation—not  imprisonment—was  the
of the spirit are dependent on the char- Tancient design of the pulpit or tower.
acter of the communicants—the most) Kzra did not stand in it, but on it to
forward are the persons chiclly moved.  be seen,  “ For he was above all the
One excuse for the erusade against the | i people.”
churches, and the holding of these ir-| The reference to this scrile in favor
regular communions, is the exclusion, |of sermon reading is trifling.  What
on the part of the churches, of nnb;\p- manuscript did he use but the book of
tised persons from the Lord’s supper. [the law?  Equally trifling is it 10 point
They maintain that they wish 10 ex-jto the use made by theapostles of man-
hibit the oneness of the hody of Christ ;| useripts, unless their cpistles are to he
vet, though so liberal in profession, no | taken as verbatim copies of their ser-
body is pmunlh more narrow. They imon.  If Paul's eyes were so sore as
take into their communion all who will { to prove a thorn in the flesh,to read alt
come unto them, but they will com-!the sermons he delivered, must have
mune with none in return. Ibeen a sore task.  Whar means Me. 1.

This is a time of trial ; to the law by the “ Heaven bestowed apostalic
and the lCSlll'ﬂ(\“), the only chart o art of writing?”  ltisusual to credit an
guide the enquirer into all truth, and | carlier period of the world with the dis-
to it all will do well to take heed. ! covery of this divine art.  Mr. 1), re-

W, [marks:  “The most slavish, monoton-

Banks of the Ottawa, Feb., 1860. ‘ous delivery of God’s truth from a NS,

- : iis better than the free and noisy de-
Extempore Pmac'hmg' livery of man’s crroncons and ll-di-

My, Eorror :—7Two ministerial writ- | gested vagaries.”  Does writing and
ers recently appeared in the Baptist, | reading a sermon neeessarily exclude
one condemning, the other justifving, | error, and secure only teuth ? - Are ser-
the usc of manuscript in preaching. | | mons not so prepared and given, usual-
Will you kindly allow one of the peo- lyand necessarily noisy *and erroncous
ple to show his opinion, and in dom;., and ill- dlgcstcd vag'lrlcs'r‘ In the
so, he believes he expresses the senti-, matter of Satan’s share in the scrmon
ment of most Baptist hearers, in disap- | question, it is a great mistake to class
proving of ministers reading instead of ' him as fav orable to extempore speakers,
preaching their sermons. Mr. l)wuvnn' He is d-.m(kdly on the side of the
has discharged a shell into our camp, [readers.  Vhe practice opened up a
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new trade in the church ; for, if 2 man
could buy a much better scrinon than
he could write, why not do it, and save
the drudgery of writing an inferior one ?
Will Me. 1) inform as when sermon
reading began, and if read praying had
not an intimatc conncction’ with the
state of religion which originated read
preaching?  Will he please say further
if the religious bodies in which these
practices chiefly prevail have been, and
are, most distinguished for piety and
uscfulness?  Are not most of your
arguments in favor of read serinons
equally applicable to read prayers. The
prayers of some of our ministers arc
nearly as long as their serinons, and if
it is wrong in speaking to men “ to ob-
scure thoughts beneath the tawdry gar-
ments of ill-chosen words,” surely, in
adrdressing the Almighty, * the dust and
dirt of random talk” shouk! be avoided.
In short, if read sermons are good, for
the reasons given, so are read prayers ;
consequently, let a book of common
prayer be provided, that all things may
be done decently and in order. It
may be asked, however, have sermon-
reading ministers been the most use-
ful, or are facts against this conclusion?
With regard to the great men named by
Mr. D, who possessed memory so
largely, they could commit verbatim
from MS., and required not to read,
Whitficld depended on no such aid ;
with bim writing was an impossibility
for his general ministry.  During the
leisure of an Atlantic voyage he wrote
a number of sermons, hut these are
considered much inferior to those taken
in short-hand from his lips.  Rowland
Hill was a slap-dash preacher, who
spoke from his heart, whase travel and
labor permitted no time for writing, et
alone learning to repeat his discourses.
Spurgeon daes not write his sermons.
‘Their matter is deeply porddeved. Much
of the Janguage in which they are de-
livercd is no doubt unpremeditated. A
short-hand writer catches the words as
they flow forth ; and, in rcadable char-
acters, lie presents cach sermon to Mr.
Spurgeon, who scans it over, makes
necessary corrections, and the printer

ja ready chronicler.  The capital has
"enjoyed its splendid celebrattons dur-

finishes the work. Robert Hall was a
wonder in the composition line. His
sermons are marvellous.  They gained
him recnown on carth.  If permitted to
preach again below, most likely his dis-
courses would gain him renown in
Heaven.  Mis ministry was not suc-
cessful in the chief end of preaching.
Many a humble pastor in the back-
woods of Canada, held in small ac-
count hore, will hereafter take a higher
place above than he, and be able to
point to a larger multitude of redeemed
souls as the fruits of his ministry below.

How strange, that men over fifty
should be better qaalified to dispense
with MS,, than preachers in the vigor
of manhood, who should be held to
manuscript deill until they are old, Tt
would seem more reasonable, as mem-
ory and vivacity failed, helps would be
more necessary and more excusable.
Tf politicians and larvyers can entrance
multitudes for hours, in discoutsing on
carthly thanes without MS., shall our
ministers take lower ground in pro-
claiming the everlasting gospel with the
promised aid of the Divine Spirit, that
the word spoken shall accomplich the
thing whercunto he hath sent it! Sure-
Iy not. ‘There is a wide difference be-
tween extemporancous thought and ex-
temporaneous language. [f the preach-
cr has obeyed the command, ¢ medi-
tate upon these things,” “ Give thy-
self wholly to them,” and comes forth
himself imbued with the subject, in-
stead of his paper, acceptable words
will not be wanting, as he proves him-
sclf a workman needing not to be
ashamed rightly dividing the words of
truth.  We fervently pray from read
scrmons, as from read prayers,—Good
lLord deliver us !

PROTEST.
Thurso, March, 1870.

Concert in Thurso.
Zvthe Editor of the Ottawa Cilizen :

Sir,—Matters plcasingand profitable
to the people always find in the press

_A?..
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ing the winter, and eager readers have
scanned every particular.  The outly-
ing portions of social fife in the Ottawa
Valley are content with humbler things,
yet the participants deem their joyous
rennions not unworthy of some notice.

A short time since some of the
young people in Thurso and Clarence,
conceived the idea of a concert in aid
of the Protestant Hospital in Ottawa,
The good people of Buckingham lent
valuable aid, and the family of one of
the chief eitizens of the capital favored
the scheme by attending and taking
part.  On Friday evening last the Town
Hall in Thurso was the scene of the
entertainment.  The hall was beauti-
fully decorated with flags and cever-
greens, A large and appreciative aud-
ience evinced much pleasure  during
the performance, and gave the juvenite
amateurs much credit for their success
throughout,

The programme included music and
song, intermingled with charades and
recitations.  Mrs. Shepherd presided
at the piano with her usnal good taste.
The duet, *“What are the Wild Waves
Saying,” by Mrs. Shepherd and Miss
Cameron of Thurso, was well received.
The singing of Master I Bate, of Ot-
tawa, called forth greatapplause.  The
duet, ““ When ye gang awa Jamie,” by
Miss Sauvie and Miss Mclaren of
Buckingham, was well rendered.  Miss
MecCaul sang, * You have been a Friend
to Me,” with much sweetness and ef-
fect.  Mr. Nichols gave the song,
“Sweet Spirit hear my Prayer,” with
approval,  Miss Ella Edwards sang the
“Female Auctioneer,” with favor.  Mr.
E. H. Cameron recited * Rienzi’s ad-
dress to the Romans,” and Miss Me-
Laren *The Lady of Virginia,” This
young lady excels in recitation, and de-
livered this long picce with fine effect.
The charades were well execnted in
all their parts, and the performers were
warmly applauded.  Miss  Cameron,
Miss McCaul, Miss Sauvie, Miss Mc-
Laren, Miss Ldwards, and Miss I, 1d-
wards, were the lady artistes, aided by
Dr. Cooke, Master H. Bate, and Messrs.
E. H. Cameron, Jas. Fraser, C, F. ¥d-

wards, and Alex Ldwards. [t would
be difficult to discriminate where all
did so well. The ladies without ex-
ception  sustained their parts  most
creditably.  Master H. Bate and his
“ Minnic” were darling runaways. Dr.
Cooke as Advocate and Judge, did
credit to the bar and the benceh,

The net proceeds amounted to $25,
which sum has been paid to the object
intended.

W, E

Clarence, March 2tst, 1870,

T the Iditor of the liree Press:

The Firee Fress appears free to per-
mit the ventilation of diverse views on
all subjects of general interest.  Theo-
logical questions have recently largely
occupied your pages. Tt is well 1o af-
ford the opportunity to discuss points
of difference and if done in a proper
i spirit much benefit may result to hon-
est enquiries for truth. No opivnion is
Sworth holding that cannot stand the
test of cnquiry, and there is an injunc-
tion which saith ** Be ready always to
give ap answer to every man that ask-
cth you a reason of the hope that is in
you." Tather Damen’s advent to Ot-
tawa has rippled the surface of the re-
ligious feeling in the capital, and will, 1
doubt not, benefit its inhabitants. I
the high ground assumed by him, of
heing infallibly right, has been unerr-
ingly sustained, the adherents to  his
faith will be strengthened in their be-
lief. 11, on the other hand, presumy-
ticn and not proof marked the tenor of
his fectures, thinking honest men will
be led to doubt and enquire.

Those who differ from the father
have had a fine opportunity of present-
ing the grounds of their difference, and
can justify the warfare waged as being
on the defensive.  They, too, if uncon-
vinced by his reasoning wilt feel estab-
lished in their Protestant convictions
by means intended to have a widely
different cffect.

Ministers and some others have, Mr.
Fditor, written considerable in the way
of reply to [ather Damen; yet there
are some statements in his lectures

3
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which appear to the writer untouched
or at least too lightly passed over.
With your kind permission, these state-
ments he would offer some remarks up-
on. In onc of his lectures the IFather
explains divinc faith, “ It is to belicve
upon the authority of God the truth
that God has revealed” An excellent
definition with which na Protestant can
find fault.  Surely the Father had a
glimpse of true Protestant (Bible) light
when he uttered his sentence,  Will
Father Damen  permit the guestion
* which is the cardinal truth on which
divinc truth faith should be exereised ?”
He cannot deny that there are degrees
of value in objects of faith.  For in-
stance, we are to have faith in and
imitate certain graces cnumerated by
onc of the inspired writers, who adds
“the greatest of these is charity,” There
are wmany commands given by God, and
yet condemnation s attached 1o the
violation of only one, which is want of
faith in the Son of God.  YFather Damen
must, 1 think, admit the foundation
truth God has revealed is, that “the
bloud of Jusus Christ His Son cleans-
cth us from all sin.” For God so loved
the workd that He gave His only be-

‘potten Son that whosuvever believeth

tn Him should not perish, but have
eternal life.  Observe in ZZ7m, not in
His church, or in any person or thing
whatsoever in Heaven above or in the
carth below.

Make what you may of the divisions
wmmong  Protestants, all  enlightened,
consistent  Protestants are a uwit in
their faith in the divine truth. It is
the Alpha and Omega of their relig-
ion. The magna charta of their hiope.

How then dare you deny to such
the possession of divine faith.  Yon
say “‘man is bound to believe whatso-
ever God has revealed”  Very good
again.  Well, God has revealed that we
are to ccase from wman and not put
trust in an arm of flesh. And further
the Saviour says, John 7 and 17:  “If
any man will do his will he shall know

will keep my word, and My Iather will
love him, and make our abodc with
Him.”

Romans 8 and 16, ** 'The Spirit itsclf
beareth witness with our spirit that we
are the children of God.”

1 John 2 andt 27, “ But the anoint-
ing which ye have received of Him
abideth in you and ye nced not that
any man teach you, but as the same
anointing teacheth you of all things,
and is truth and is no lie, and even as
it hath been tanght you ye shall abide
in him”  John 6 and 45, “1t is writ-
ten in the prophets and they shall be
alt taught of God.  Every man there-
fore that hath bieard and hath learncd
of the Father cometh unto me.”  Now
the scriptures cleary show the infallible
teacher is a divine not a human person,
or any number of human persous,

These truths are addressed to and
spoken of individuals not to bodics.
Father Damen with brasen hardihood,
dares to say the Church and not the
Bible is the means God has given us
whereby we shall learn the truth God
has revealed.  What said Christ, John
5 and 39 : *Search the seriptures, for
in them ye think ye have eternal life
and they are they which testify of me.”

His mission and teaching were con-
tirmed by constant reference to the
scriptures and we read Luke 24 and
27: “He expounded 10 ther in all
the seriptures,” and verse 32: * Did
not our hearts burn within us while he
talked to us by the way, and while he
opened to us the seriptures,”  The
apostles did the same Acts 17and 11
and commended the RBercans because
they received the word *and searched
the scriptures daily whether those things
were so”  In the face of these facts
what presumption for an uninspired
teacher to stand up and demand our
implicit eredence to the dictum of his
fancies,and threaten us with damnation
if we doubt.

As understood by vou, pray Father
Damen what is the church? * Does it

of the doctrine whether it be of God, |consist of the pricsthood or of the en-

or whether 1 speak of myself.”
1y and 23

John

“1f any man love me he,

tire membership?  In cither case its
adherents, like the adherents of other

-+
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bodies, are made up of fallible crea-
tures.  How many fallible men docs it
take to make an infallible body? ‘The
question may be answered by asking :
how many sinners would it take to
make onc saint? How many nights
to make ounc day, or how many false-
hoods to constitute onc truth? Lven
the apostles were infallible only when
speaking under divine guidance.  Paul
gave opinions as a mere man.  Peter
erred inspeech so much that he was
withstoad to the face

Father Damen possesses magic power
in raising dust.  What clouds darken-
ed the cyes of many of his hearers as
he spoke the praises of the Bible
“T'he bible, my dear people, is a good
book, we Catholics allow that the bible
is the word of God—the language of
inspirations.  Your understanding of
the Bible is not inspired, for surcly
you do not pretend to be inspired.”

Now then, what is the teaching of
the church upon the subject? The
Catholic Church says the Bible is the
book of God, and that God has ap-
pointed an authority to give us the
truc imeaning.

So then the church is inspired? If
sn, is the whole body so favorcd, or
only a part of it, and which? Ifin-
spiration is confined to the Priesthood,
“ather Damen comes to Ottawa armed
with power from ahove  Will he in
imitation of his predecessors obligingly
allow us to scarch the Scriptures
whether the things he stotes are so ?

No danger of his doing this, and if
he did so how small the proportion of
his own body have even the authorized
version to consult.

It would be satisfactory if Father
Damen, or some one for him, would
inform us where and when God apoint-
od an authority to give the true mean-
g of the Bible

The Catholic Church claims this
authority; when and where did she
get it? A greater than this church
says John 5 31, “If 1 bear witness of
myself my witness is not true.”

We demand proof for the claim other
than that of the Church.

We claim

the testimony of Heaven that God has
delegated to any man or set of men to
be the infallible interpreters of His
Word, and in the absence of this testi-
mony denounce the claim as a Dblas-
phemous assumption.

What a deal of twaddle and untruth
IFather Damen utters about the mis-
use of the Bible by Protestants. He
makes them speak what no enlighten-
ed Protestant cver uttered.  Should
the question be asked, “ What are we
to do to save our souls, the Protestant
preacher woukl say to you, you must
get a Bible, you cannot go to Hceaven
without that book. Unless you are
baptised over again, says the lhpust,
you are going to hell as sure as you
live.”

The Protestant does not live that
ever said a man could not go to Hea-
ven unless he possessed a Bible, It is
not the Book, but faith in the truths
contained in the book that saves the
soul.  Equally untruc is the charge
against the Baptist. A slander which
comes with a bad grace from one who
does believe the application of water
secures salvation.

How very anxious Father Damen
appears ta show how well the Church
got along for centurics without the
Bible.

He states that the carly church for
65 years did not possess it. Why not
be honest and say that it did not have
the entirc New Testament for that
time. Was the Old Testament of no
account for that time, and was it ne-
glected by the early Christians?

Copies of the latter were not so
scarce as the Father wonld make us
believe.  Different Churches were en-
joined to give attention to reading.

‘Timothy knew the Scriptures from a
child.

The Eunuch, as he travelled in his
chariot, read the prophet Isaiah.
There were ready Scribes in those
days. The material used for writing
lasted long, and copics of the Scriptures
were handed down from father to son,
as well as being gradually multiplicd.

All new testament writers and speak-

-4~
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crs quoted from the old. A very im-
portant question arises in view of this
discussion. Is the church of Father
Damen the counterpart of the Apos-
tolic Chureh, or is it a development of
the state of things forcshadowed in the
Seriptures 2 1st Tim. 4and 1st: *Now
the spirit speaketh expressly that in
the latter times some shall depart from
the faith L,nmg heed to seducing spir-
its and doctrines of devils,  Speaking
lics in hypocrisy having their con-
sciences scared with 2 hot iron.  For-
bidding to marry and commanding to
abstain from meats which God has
created to be received with thanksgiv-
ing of them which believe and know
the truth.”  Sacred and profane his-
tory inform us that in primitive times
a Bishop was the oversecr of one
church, and cvery church was inde-
pendent of all others.

We also learn many of these bishops
were marricd men.  Bishops and Dea-
cons appear to have beea the officers
ot the churches.

Thesc churches had no connections
with the state.  Even the Apostles
worked for the means of living. Onec
other very significent characteristic of
these churches was they employed none
hut moral force to diffuse the doctrines
they held.  Another trait was the pur-
ity of membership.  They were addres-
sed as saints or sanctified ones. 1t is
said of them: * And they continued
steadfast in the Apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread
and prayers.”  Nowis Father Daien’s
church, in which alone is salvation,
much like the picture of the churches
in Judea when Peter was an Apostle
and an clder? The reputed successors
of Peter have been for centuries earth-
ly kings living in pomp surrounded by
princely cardinals,

The power thos possessed has been
used to extend the wealth, influence,
and worldly grandcur of the church,
but alas for its purity.

Scarcely a vestige remains of iden--
tity to the primitive churches, l'orms,
ceremonies and putting on of vest-!
ments, have taken the place of sound '

teaching and bible truth, Forbidding
to marry, al)smining from mecats, and a

God and saying that he is God, is the
church Father Damen would lrne us
trust.

Among the many marks of its apost-
acy stands_prominently out the persc-
cuting spirit that has darkened its
downward course.  Love your encmies
was the teaching of the Divine Master,
Destroy all who refuse to believe what
we teach says the Church of Rome,
and the records of history are red with
the blood of the martyrs it has slaught-
ered.  Let the tortures of the inquisi-
tion speak.
the Waldenesis and Albigenses tell the
tale of the slaughtered saints whose
bones *“he seattered on the Alpine
mountains coldl.”

L.ct the massacre of St. Bartholomew
ring in the 1ecollections of the world,
and the fires of Smithfield strike in a
nate of warning in the cars of all who
falter in the pathway of solemn protest
against a system so opposed to right
and yet so arrogant as to claim ‘to be

truth.
PROTEST.
Tcbruary 9, 1873.

* Protest” Dafines His Position.
70 the Editor of the Free Press :

MRr. Dn)nOR,——l notice in your issue
of the sth inst, a reply to my “Two
Mortal Columns” in protest of the as-
sumptions of Father Damen.  “A
Reader” thinks it a pity Protest and
others did not take Father Damen up
while he was in Ottawa, and not wait
till he was 2,000 wiles away, making it
impossible for him to answer his assail-
ants,

“A Reader” averlooks the bad man-
:ners of interrupting a man till done
; speaking, and that as soon as the Father
rwas done he left—quite in keeping
with the crafty tact of hisorder.  Catch
him holding” parley with heretics ; a
"summary way of applying the gag would
please him much better.

man putting_ himself in the place of

Fhe tens of thousands of

the infallible expounder and teacher of

-
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We bid him adieu. When he again
visits Ottawa may he come in the
spirit and power of the Divine Masrer
to proclaim that Gospel which Peter
preached, and which *is the power of
God unto salvation to cvery one that
believeth.”

Meanwhile the teaching of this priest
is public property, and those who re-
gard it as poizon to the human soul are
in duty bound to lift up their voice
and show to their fellow men, by the
light and truth of scripture, a morc cx-
cellent way. “If the blind lead the
blind both fall into the ditch.” God
has not left himself without a witness ;
therefore let Catholic and Protestant
walk by the light of heaven and shape
¢heir faith by the teaching of no man,
“Through thy precepts b get under-
standing, therefore I hate every false
way.”  DI'salm rig-to4.

So far as the writer is concerned,
Fathere Damen's lecture reached him in
his {orest home, many miles from Otta-
wa, and only a short time beforc he
penned the letter which has called
forth the rejoinder of “ A Reader ”

My good fellow, I like the calm, kind
manner in which you write, and T hope
you arc not impervious to the shatts of
truth or entrance of light.  ¥rom the
views yvou express of the church and
its functions, 1 am constrained to re-
gard you as .t present surrounded by
spititnal  darkness as dense as the
natural obscurity which once hrooded
over Egypt. My friend, shake your-
sclf from the fetters of man teaching,
and as you are .\ Reader,” read,
mark, learn and inwardly digest shat

word, the cntrance of which giveth
light.  ““God is His own interpreter,

and He will make it plain.”  Trost
neither priest nor minister, bishop nor
pope, Catholic nor Protestant.  ‘They
arc all fullible creatures.  Nor is the
church of cither any better ground of’?
trust ; for as it was, it may be, © For
hoth prophet and  priest are projanc.
Yea, in my house 1 have found their
wickedness, saith the Lord,” Jeremiah
23-2. It 15 Dbetter to trust in

man,” Psalin 1188, “The fear
of man bringeth a snare, but who-
$0 putteth his trust ir the Lord shall be
safe,”  Prov. 2925, Pleasc ac-
cept this counsel in return for the ad-
vice you offer myself, and I pass on.

You rejoice apparently over the con-
cession that the Apostles were infallible,
and ask if too much was not thereby
conceded. My friend, don’t whistle
till you get out of the bush. Protest-
ants aceept the writings of the old and
new Testaments as the inspired word
of God, and, as such, infallible guides
to truth,  For the propiecy came not
in old time by the will of man, but
holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Haly Ghost,” 11 Peter 1-
21, These writers were fallible men,
but when writing under infallible gnid-
ance, they were in a sense infallible,

How you fly ahead and jump to the
conclusion that Christ_established an
infallible Courch ;" and  then  affirm,
*the Apostles were that Church ” and
camfortably assert *very well then, the
Apostles and the Church are synony-
mous.”

Man! what are you talking ahout ?

You have reached a dreadful con-
clusion.

The Apostles are dead ; where then,
is the church? In the grave!
course, dead and buried, it the Apost-
«s and the church are the same.  er-
naps you answer,—the Apostles had
successors, and these perpetuated the
church.  Well, admitted for argument’s
sake,  Now then, is there more than
one successor at a time®  «f not, 4 is
the church or religions a: .embly,  Poor
fellow! what a lonely .ot he would
have of it.  Maybe you include all the
bishops among the successors of the
Apostics,  Before you had too few;
nu you have too many.  Twelve was
the divine aumber. By what authority
have you so many more ?

Let this pass.  The Apostles being
the church and the bishops the sue-
cessors of the Aposiles, they are Tike-
wise the charch.  ‘Then, my good fel-
low, if the bishops are the church,
where are you, and all Catholics who

of

-
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are not bishops? Alas! out of the
Church out of which there is no sal-
vation. Does it not strike you that
you have admitted a little too much ?
Do you know what a Churchis? * Have
faith, man, as a grain of mustard seed,”
and learn. Take the version of the
Bible authorized by your own Church :
cast away all nonsense and preconceiv-
ed ideas, and learn from the word of
truth what a Church is. A Church is
areligious assembly, selected and call-
ed out of the world by the divine doc-
trine of the Gospe!, to worship the true
God, in Christ, according to His word.
Tn 1st Corinthians, 1 and 2, we read :
« Unto the Church of God, which is at
Corinth, to them that arc sanctified in
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with
all that in every place call upon the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both
theirs and ours.” Philomen 2 teaches
that a church may consist of a gather-
ing in a private house as docs Romans
16-5, * Likewise greet the  church
that is in thine house.”  Then in Rev.
1~ Johh writes t the seven churches
which are in Asia.

Another sense in which the church is
to be understood is that of all true
Christians, whether € tholie or Protest-
ant, of every name and nation under
the sun.  In the passage above quoted
15t Cor. 1, 2, Paul addresses not only
the church named, called to be saints,
but includes, “all that in cvery place
call upon the name of Jesus Christ.”
In Col 1. 18, we read, *and he is the

head of the body the Church, who is’
the beginning the first born from the

dead.”

1 hope, my friend, you now pereeive
that the Apostles were not the Church.
Jesus Christ himself is not the Church.
He is its bead; the Church is His
body, and it includes all purchased by
His hlood.

Mr. Moore will havwe no trouble in
answering your question, * Is there an
infallible Church on earth, and what
Church is it 2" He will wll you that
no Church has or ever will have infalli-
bility.

Rub your eyes, ** Reader.” Open the

volumes of history., Ponder upon the
decds and the doctrines of your Church.
Compare them with the doings and
teachings of the Churches in Judea,
and learn from the sacred volume that
a falling away was predicted, when the
man of sin was to be revealed, and
strong dclusion be sent that they
should belicve a lic.  Notice also in
Revelation 17 and 18 chapters, the
piodictions  regarding a  great  city
“which reigneth over the kings of the
carth ” personific:! by a *‘woman ar-
rayed in purple and scarlet, and deck-
ed with gold and precious stones and
pearls, having a golden cup in her
hand full of the abominations and
tilthiness of her fornification.  With
whom the kings of the carth have com-
mitted fornication, and the inhabitants
of the earth have been made drunk
with the wine of her fornication.  And
upon her forchead was a name written :
Mystery, Babylon the Great,  The
mother of harlots and abominations of
the carth. And I saw the woman
drunken with the blood of the saints,
and with the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus; and when I saw her I wondered
with great admiration.  And after
these things [ saw another angel come
down from heaven having great power
and the earth was lightened with his
glory.  And he cried wightily with a
strong voice, saying, Babylon the great
ts fallen, and is become the habitation
of devils and a cage of every unciean
and hateful bird.”

Next, look over the chapter of pass-
ing events, and read from the volume
of Providence, lessons of instruction,
not forgetting the injunction, “ He that
hath ears to hear let him hear.” On
the day and at the very time the mon-
strous dogma of papal infallibility was
pronounced, the thunders of the sky
pealed forth the vebuking voice of
heaven.  Onthe same day the man
who had upheld the civil power of
the Pope, declared a war that drove
himself from the throne and plunged
I'rance into anarchy and almost hope-
less deht. 'The war also opened the
way for Victor Emannuel to dethrone
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the Pope and give religious and civil‘Quan Victoria, on her liege people,
liberty to Rome. (when they mect together) to call down

Look also at the spread of liberal | upon her head the blessings of Heaven ?
vicws in Austria and Spain, as well as|She rules in the fear of (:od and in
all Italy, The spread of that book |accordance with the prmuplcs of laye
which Father Damen so praises, but|and justice. Her people luxuriate in
deems so unnceessary, is working won- the amplitude of freedom and sit,
ders on the earth, and will continue to | * every man under his vine and under
work until “the knowledge of the[lm fig tree and none shall make them
Lord covers the earth as the waters do afraid.” Are wenot then under mani-
the channels of the great sea.,” Why fold obligations tlnnl\fully 1o accept
should this part of Canada lag behind ! our cnlarged privileges and, more fer-
Alas! while thousands of Catholics, | vently than our progenitors, pray for
amongst them the wisest and best of all who are in 'mthorlly’ Canadiaus
Europe, rose indignant against the as-; very specially cnjoy the treasure of
sumption of infallibility, Ottawa meek- ! frecdom ; and with them loyalty is
ly accepted the dogma, and too many, | spontancous, being a habit, rather than

4}.

it is to be feared, as meckly accept as
truth the unfounded statements of
Father Damen,

“Reader,” I must bid you adieu, lcstl
repeat the mortal two columns ; this 1
do in your own words: * Reflect, my
fricnd, reflect.”

PROTEST.
“ebruary 16, 1872.

Two Enquiries.

Mr. Enrror,—1lease permit one or
two aueries.  We read in the good
Book i—* For whatsocver things were
written aforetime, were written for our
learning.” Among the things written
we have very decided injunctions by
an inspired author in the following
words :—“ I exhort thercfore, that first
of all supplications, prayers, interces-
sions, and giving of thanks, be made
for all men. For kings and for all
that are in authority , that we may lead
peaceable lives in all Godliness and
honesty.  For this is good and accept-
able, in the sight of God our Saviour.”

“The queries the writer dusires to pro-

junctions, above mmul binding for
general practice, and if so, wherefore
are they gencrally neglected by not a
few Baptist ministers ?
ot Rome, and the Stuaris of Britain
were the subjects of public prayer, by
the men whow they imprisoned, tor-
tured and slew; how much
are the claims of our Sovereign Lady,

If the Coesars.

a hurrah,
Whatever the cause of the owmission

“of Paul's exhortation by some of our

ministers, it cannot be put to the score
of disloyalty. 'This charge has often
been laid against their body, but most
unjustly,  Enlightened principles  of

‘fidelity to the state, have ever marked

the course of Baptists, albeit a sorry re-
quital was their reward.  Most certain-
ly they stand justly accused of often
refusing to  obey the commands
of carthly princes when these clashed
with the mandates of heaven. On all
such occasions they deemed it no trea-

son to say to any king, “We are not

careful to answer thee in this matter.”
Well, then, lack of patriotism not heing
the cause why rulers are forgotten in
prayer by many ministers, what is the

“reason in the face of the direct injunc-

tion to the contrary 2 Will some one
of the defaulting ones say ?
Querst.
May 30, 1872.

The * Witness” on Infant Salvation.
pound, are the following :—Are the in-)

In the Montreal Darly 1175tness of
the sth inst., appears an editonial head-

“ed “T'he slaughter of the innocents.”

We learn therefrom that in the FFound-
ling Hospital connected with the Grey
Nuunnery, Montreal, the wortality

camong the resened infants taken in
“last year, was most shocking—that of
stronger .

the 683 infants takeu in, 642 died.
U'he 1tness quotes from the 7rwe
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117tness very cofortable words as fol-
lows, “If out of the 683 children born
and sent to the Foundling Asylum in
1872, only 41 have been saved to the
carthly community ; 642 have been
gained to the heavenly Jerusalem.”
Further on the Ziywe [Fitness shows
how this great boon is obtained, name-
ly, by the **incflable ad\nnn,:,cx of the
sacrament of baptism.”

The IVituess reads its contemporary
some instruction anent the doctrine of
the salvation of infants, the sense of
which is to condemn baptismal regen-
cration, It, however, indicates a theory
on this subject which the writer sub-
mits, “is as wide from truth, as this or
any other figment of the papacy.”
Among other remarks oceurs the fol-
lowing: “The Bible leaves the cternal
condition of infants among the mys-
teries ; dunting that the extent of their
fﬂlme /m/'/mwx: depends on the faith of
their parents”  Alas ! that our Goliath
of T'rotestantisin in Canada, shonld
come before the cnemy so palpably
vulnerable as to make an avowal of
faith in a doctrine sustained by hints!
“What saith the Scriptures?”  *The
son shall not hear the iniquity of the
hther, neither shall the father bear the
iniquity of the san.  The righteousncss
of the righteous shall be upon him,
and the wickedness of the wicked shall
be upon him.”  « Kvery man shall re-
ceive his own reward according to his
own fahor” ‘Tor cevery man shall
hear Ins own burden.”

It is due to its readers that the TFir
#ness should point out in what part of
the Holy Word these hints may be
found. “Their discovery is marvellous !
What comlort to parents of great faith
—discouraging to those whose faith is
weak, but dismal to the many who pos-
ses¢ no faith.  What an incentive to
possess faith and to increase fath. “I'e
spiritual pulsctions of parents on carth
vibrate along some mystic cable that
spans the gulf between carth and
heaven, and their oﬂ‘sprmg arc therehy
brought into harmony  with these pul-
sations and their happiness engendered.
How absurd the idea that the faith of

parents sccures heaven to their deceas-
ed infants; and, that the degree of
their faith influences the degree in ex-
tent of their happiness. — Scripture,
reason and common sense scout such
loglc. Did the Saviour not atone for
the sin of Adam? If so, what punish-
ment can await human beings innocent
of actual transgression?  Did not the
language of the Saviour, “of such is
the kingdom of Heaven,” imply more
than like such arc the kingdom of
lxc'\vcn, and mecan as well, that of such,
in part, would be made up the kingdom
of heaven.  What is the value of hopes
or opinions built on foundations of air?
Of this character, are the hints named
by the [I7ness.  Of what more value
is the faith of onc individual to sccure
the happiness of another, than the ne-
cromancy of sprinkling an unconscious
child to make it spiritually a new crea-
ture ?

The IWitness should re-cxamine its
articles of faith ; and, if this were thor-
oughly done it m u,ht discover that bap-
tismal regeneration is the more con-
sistent phase of the doctrine of infant
baptism—that it has as much to do
with sceuring heaven for infants as the
faith of their parents has.  1f the IVir-
ness will be advised, it will shun any
encounter with the Z7we 1¥itness where
baptism enters into a matter of (differ-
ence. Strong as it usually is in the de-
fence of Bible truth, it is a child of
tender age on this subject, and weak as
helplessness can make it on this point,
and necessarily so. - “The Bible, and
the Bible alone, our rule of faith and
practice,” is an idle boast of the Pro-
testant who claims cven the authority
of hints from that book for infant bap-
tis,  The Catholic can find us dis-
tinct hints for cvery crror with which
we charge his faith.  Nor arc any of
these more contrary to common sense
and reason, than belief in the cfficacy
of a rite done to benefit a soul that
neither desires or understands what is
heing done.

If religion in some respects is ahove

“In malice be ye children; but in

common sehse, it is never against it
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understanding be men.”  We repeat,
the readers of the T#itness have a right
to claim from it chapter and verse tor
thosc hints of which it speaks in sup-
port of the extraordinary doctrine al-
ready named.
AN INTERESTED PARENT.
Ontario, May 14, 1873,

A Stricture on * Ottawa.”

The wise man saith “a word fitly
spoken is like apples of gold in pictures
of silver,” also, *“and a word spoken in
due season how good is it.”

Such may be said of the last article
in the Baptist, of the 28th of October,
“ Ottawa ” enters the arena of debate
at the nick of time as contending part-
ies announce conflicting opinions as to
the finality of the doctrines of the
Prosbyterian church, hitherto generally
regarded  scripturally sound.  This
champion, strong in the convictior: that
his own body dreads nothing from com-
motion by upheavals in religious opin-
ions, calmly surveys the thickening
struggle and notes the share taken by
each combatant and exultantly exclaims,
“as Baptists we hail the criticism of
the sccular Press as  indicating -the
‘cordial appreciation of principles we
have held and advocated from tlie be-
<inning.”  “Let the Bible in fact as
well as in theory be clevated above
hunian opinion and tradition and there
is a glorious future hefore the church.”
boldly, and nobly spoken, and yet
withal is * Ottawa ” infallibly certain no
vulnerable spot weakens the defence of
his own citadel—no theory adhered to
by a large portion of his own church
not heyond the region of doubt and
fairly open to debate?  * Ottawa,” in
referring to a possible re-arrangement
of the Presbyterian Confession of faith,
ohserves, *‘I'hen would it not he well
to place faith before baptism ™ even in
the case of heliever's children?  “I'his
is very well, but he adds Vaith, Bap-
tism, Communion would he re-arrang-
ing according to seripture.””  Will your

|

order as to faith and baptism is placed
beyond doubt, not so that of commun-
ion.  In the matter of communion it is
inferential that it invariably followed,
and in no case preceded baptism. You
may as well select any other duty. in
command comprehended in the words
“teaching them to ohserve all things,”
&e¢., as communion, and tack the same
to the order of faith and baptism.
Would it not be wiser te adhere to the
impregnable position of faith preceding
haptism than weaken any argument by
auding an article which divides the
Baptist church itsclf, and is held wore
as a matter of order, than a principle
by many even of the strict school ?

The Master in establishing this mem-
orial feast attached no conditions but
discipleship.  'The frequency of its ob-
servance as well as the day and its
order in relation to other duties are left
open.  Wherefore will men lay burdens
on one another without autho;:zy and
contend so tenaciousty for order often
at the sacrifice of principle? Wil
“ Ottawa”suffer this word of exhortation
from one who otherwise values highly
his well-timed deliverence, * what doces
it allmean?” It means much, and is
the explosion of pent up conviction,
Truth must assert its existence and as-
sume its divine right to veign however
systems and creeds of human mould
may for a time resist its heaven given
power.  I'he writer knows one minister
of the Presbyterian church who takes
credit for having never signed the con-
fession of faith, and who admits that
himself and several other brothier min-
isters hold in opinion the doctrine of
believer's haptism, but must keep their
whist or leave the church. "I'rath mast
and will triumph.

AL
Russell, Nov. 1873.
Questionable Amussments,
Mg, Eprror, —The very excellent
editorial on the above subject in the
Baptist, has been followed by a very

correspondent kindly designate direct g strong article on the same subject, sign-
scripture where communion as vccupy-_ed 8. Tucker”

ing this order can he found? ‘T'he

Overdoing is often worse than un-

— _4,.
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der-doing, and a cursory glance at the
views proponnded in this article is
sufficicnt to satisfy an_unbiased reader
that their author, while saying much
that is good, fails in his object by the
expression of extreme opinians. For
example, Mr. I\ obscrves, *T'he dance
although older than the ten command-
ments, has never become unfashion-
able, why? Because T believe that
nothing so fraught with cvil in the
«.hurch, has been invented by the
enemy of souls through all the ancient
and modern ages down to 1875, hav-
ing so strang a cord of attachment
drawing together the church and the
world.” 1 believe it to be one of his
(Satan’s) schemes, the most prolific in
cnticements to ruin, and successful in
the destruction of the souls of the
young and the happiness of familics.”
“This, amusem:nt practised by the
professed Christian church, has probab-
I been the canr. of the greater pro-
portion of duels that have been fuaght.”
“Tt lays before the old man one of the
strongest temptations of the flesh,” 1
believe the dance to be one of Satan’s
most powerful battering rams to work
his way into the visible kingdom.”

After reading these remarkable atter-
ances, the thought occurs that a great
want exists in the fact of the Bible be-
ing silent on this monster evil. Where-
fore was it nat included in the sum of
the commandments ; and thus the in-
junction of heaven close all controversy
by the mandate, “Thou shalt not
dance.” The omission is still more
noticeable in the New Testament sum-
mary of sins, Gal. 5, “ Now the works
ot the flesh are manifest which are
these, aldultery, farnication, unclean-
ness
“Satan’s most powerful battering ram.”
On the contrary, without exception
wherever the dance or dancing is nam-
¢d, both in the Old and New Testa-
ment, it is in an innocent” and often in
a religious sense. The finst notice we
have of it is in lixod. 15, 20, “8ing
ye to the Lord for he hath lr-nmphcd
I.,l()l'l()\lsly; thehorse md hls rider hath
he thrown into the sea” In Samucl

&, &c., but not a word of

6, 14, we read, “ And David danced
before the Lord with all his might.”
And in the 149 Psalm he invokes the
worship of the Most High thus: “Let
them praise His name in the dance.”
In another Psalm of thanksgiving he
exclaims, “‘I'hou has turned for me my
mourning into dancing.” When Israel
worshipped the golden calf and danced,
the anger of Moses was hot against the
peoplc, hut in plecading with the Al-
mighty for them, he made no reference
to their dancing, but made confession
thus, “Oh this people have sinned a
great sin and have made them gods of
gold” The dance referred to in
Judges 21-22, was doubtless for amuse-
ment when the daughters of Shiloh
came out to enjoy themselves and were
kid-napped by the Benjaminites to make
of them wives. The dance was also
used to express joy for victorics, and to
honor the heroes who had achicved
them.  David, when returning from
the slanghter of the Philistines was
greeted with timbrels and dances as the
fair ones sang, *“Saul hath killed his
thousand, and David bhis ten thou-
sands.” Thus was Jephthah wet, also,
as he returned home from smiting the
children of Ammon, with timbrels and
dancecs,

In the list of things specified, Lecles-
iastes, 3, for which therc is a time
nothing sinfu! is named. There is “a
time to weep and a time to laugh, a
time to mourn, and a time to dance,”
&c., but there is no time to lie, steal or
cheat, yet these occur as well as the
things mentioned.  To come down to
New Testament authority, we find, with
one exception, the great ‘1'eacher alone
refers ta the dance, and in a way by no
mears  conveying  censure.  In one
place he likens the then generation to
children sitting in the markets and cal-
ling unto their fellows, *and saying we
have ]npcd unto you and ye have not
daneed.”  And in the beautiful parable
of the prodigal son, the Saviour -es-
cribes the joy at his return heing ex-
pressed by the family and friends

dancing,

gathered at a feast with music and

-
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Is it not dishonoring to the Divine
Master (o suppose he ‘would approving-
ly paint a scene of domestic felicity at
which was practised one_ of “the most
prolific incentives to ruin?  Yet it is
possible this amusement is changed in
character since the days above referred
to, and if so dangerons now as des-
cribed by ¢ Mr. 'I'”, spare it not ; but
in battling this allq,ul evil let us have
argument founded on facts, and logic
not at varianee with Scripture teaching,
It may be the thing under considera-
tion belongs to the Tist of which Panl
said, *“ All things are lawful unto me,
but all things are not expedient.”  And

tyranoy of dictation in matters open to
choice in these words: Rom. 145,
“QOne man esteemeth one day above

:bad cause.
the same high authority rebukes the

graver things to condemn in christians
than their family amusements, and
would spare himself the folly to pay
tithe of mint and other herbs, and ne-
glect weightier, matters of the law judg-
ment, merey and faith.  Ifduelling is
an outgrowth of dancing, it is strange
the effect has almost ceased while the
cause has increased.  With regard to
the death from exposure after this
amuscment, the argnment loses foree
when we bear in min(l that many deaths
oceur from exposure at funerals, and
that the laws of nature are not violated
with impunity whether in a guod or
Why speak of this amuse-
ment as if the church recognized it
'Apart from the Shakers, no other body
has introduced it into worship, and if
wise, will not assume the responsibility

nnmhu‘, another csteemeth every day |of I‘L‘;_.,ul"lllll" this or other amusements,

alike.,”  Let cvery man be fully per-:
suaded in his own mind?  The amus-

lfa church begins to (l«.culc, what is
right and what 1s wrong in such things,

ke

ing |,.c(urc “Mr T.” draws of I"ml|u must specify a co'h, of allowable as
popping on the Colussians deacons’ well as forbidden games, and would
and deaconesses engaged in the dance jsoon find abundant treuble and rather
with ‘Timothy and Titos, and their pas-aid than binder wrong-doing.
tor leading off and admonished by thet  Members would differ widely as to
;.,rcu aposllL thus:  “'T'his is not what ' what was and was not innocent.  For
U meant when I penned the 16th and a church to legislate on family amuse-
l,th verses of the 3rd chapter of my | ments is consummate folly, for the rea-
letter to you”—*1let the word of | son the divine statute book affords not
Christ dwell in you richly,” &e.. with a shadow of authority herein, and do-
equally ridiculous suppositions nn{,ht ing so is contrary to Baptist usage and
be multiplied ad lLibitum in regard to |)nm||)1c With much wore show of
any amusement.  And where the sin if{right it should ascertain if husbands
the woman named as well as the bis-floved their wives. If wives oheyed
hops had rejoiced over the returned . theiv husbands--1f children obeyed
prodigal, and shared with the family in their parents, and if fathers were not
the dance as well as in the feast, “bitter to their children—If members
Those distinguished women, Mrs. j practised  hospitality—If they were
Judson and Mrs. Newell, jumped the|courteous one towards another and
skipping rope on ship board as they [ obeyed the injunction “mind not high
sailed for India, to convert the heathen. | things, but condescend to men of lower
Would Paul have censurcd them ? By | cstat2.”
no means-—nor would he censure many;  “Mr T.” imputes  to Spurgeon
pastors in Canada who play at croquet | * Little less than profanity,” when he
and believe they preach the better for spoke on a recent. occasion of smoking
the excitement and exercise offered | a cigar to the glory of God.  Very
If Paul never danced he did not judge ; many christian merchants who join in
those wko did, or we should have had} condemning Spurgeon, scruple not o
on inkling of it among the many sins| make money by selling tobacco. Do
far which he reproved the churches. they do this for the glory of Cod, or in
If now on carth he wouid find muchtthe service of mamon ?-—For the bene-

3
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fit of mankind or the love of lucre?
Let conscience answer. Happy is he
which condemneth not himself in that
thing which he alloweth.”

AMter all, the matter of amusements
is difficult of solution—yct the difficulty
is not removed but increased hy ‘n]ll.(l'
alty. “No .spl.(.lﬁ( rules are laid down’
in scripture,  Each must judge for him-
self as to the harm or benefit of recrea-
tions, and if wise he will avoid doing
aught injurious to himself or others; he
will ainy to err on the safe side. .

W, E. C

A Sermon for the Times—on Well-
Doing.
NV A LAYMAN.

Gat, 6.0~ Aadl let us nitbe weary in wrll-dmng.
for in a e m we shall reap it wa faunt not,

The (ext contains an exhortation and
a promise. Lt us briefly dwell on
cach. llrstly the exhortation.—And
let us not be weary in well-doing. 'This
is a very comprehensive sul)ject, and
points to the whole duty of man. It
comprehends in a nutshell all that he
shouid and should not do.  An endless
theme for instruction is supplicd by the
words well-doing.  T'hey contain an in-
exhaustible stock of mmningb, suited to
every man through all time, whereby
he may shape his conduct to secure the
approval of his own conscience and the
a)pmbatlou of God. Y But we must
discriminate, and the context indicates
one department of well-doing worthy
of our earnest attention : “ Let us do
good unto all men.” The question
naturally arises how shall we do them|1
good? We may da it hy our example,
wherceby they take knowledge of us that
we have been with Jesus. They, secing
your good works may glonfy your
Father who is in Heaven.  Shew me
your faith without works, and I will
shew you my faith by my works. Not
the hearers, but the doers™ of the law
are justificd.  Another way of doing
good 10 our fellow men is by instruc-
tion, We are commanded not to put
light past our neighbor—freely ye have
r(_ccncd freely give.  “Go ye into the

creature.  Let him that hecareth say
come.” A farther way of doing good
to mankind is by feeding the hungry
and cluthing the naked. On these too
much neglected duties allow me to
dwell somewhat.

Some of you may have enjoyed fre-
quently the luxury of doing good in
this way. Under your ministrations
the hearts of many widows tnay have
sung for joy, and the fatherless made
to rejoice, in their wants being supplied.
The blessings of many ready to perish
rest on the heads of such benefaciors,
and they are enabled to realize experi-
mentally that * Pure religion, and nn-
defiled before God and the Father is
this: to visit the fatherless and widow
in their affliction, and keep himself un-
spotted from the world” Tt is, how-
cver, well for all to ask, and the enquiry
may humble and stimulate us: How
much have we left undone that we
ought to have done?

Alas, if our cfforts had been tenfold
more than they have heen, appropriate-
ly might we exclaim, unprofitable ser-
vants are we all.  The standard of our
libcrality should bhe our ability. The
widow who gave her living, though but
(wo mites, stands out through all time
a witness against the rich, who, of their
abundance, give little, and that little
often grudgingly. lLet it ever be borne
in mind they who give to the puor
lend to the Lord.  What an honor!
The good book tells us the borrower is
servant to the lender,  Think, then, of
the exaltation of laying, as it were, the

Lord, High and Mighty under obliga-
tion to us, his creatures, who posszss
nothing but what we received from
him, for the silver and gold are the
I,orr.l‘s. Yect, ne consents u' we us
stewards, give him his own to become
a horrower, and truly he will pay on
time with many fold interest, foir we
have his hond which is yea, and amen.
Even the sclfish motive of personal
advantage might influence our conduct
in liberality, for it is morc blessed to
give than to reccive, and further, if our
benefits are extended to a suffering

world, and preach the gospel to every | disciple in the name of a disciple, the

4.
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act is accepted as donc to the Lord ful giver. 'They should be done in a
himsclf.  For as much as ye did it un-! spirit of humility, we do but our duty,
1o the least of these my disciples, ve|and this at best but imperfectly. No
did it unto me, and verily ye shall not parade should trumpet forth our good
lose your re\\atd. * Lay by in store as decds, but rather we should seck not
the I.onl hath prospcrcd you” is the to let our left hand know what our
apostolic injunction. right hand doeth,

If you would reap abundantly you, Our acts should be prompt, what-
must sow abundantly  There is that| ever our hand findeth to do we should
scattereth and yet increaseth, and there ' do it with all our might.  Posthumous
is that with-holdeth more than is meet| benevolence deprives the giver of the
and it tendeth to poverty.  The doc-' pleasure of giving, and is often too late
trine of liberality, like all other doc-, to henefit the receiver.  Above all let
trines, availeth little if held only in' vor gifts be discreetly bestowed ; by
theory. giving only to the ncedy, and (Iomg, i

It is of small value to say be ye|rather from principle than impulse, ever
warmed and he ye clothed, unless ac-| bearing in mind no acts avail one atom
companied with thc means whcub) the [in purchasing heaven. The work
suffering can be warmed and clothed. | which justifies is a finished work, and
Let cach put the question to himself. | the bestowal ot all your goods to feed
Have 1 done what Tcould?  Andhear | the poor is worthless, but as an evidence
in mind this is the only measurc veri-|of faith. Lor by grace are ye saved
fied with the stamp of Heaven, T Have | through f"uth, and that, not “of your-
wemade an humble appruach to this|selves, it is the gift of God,  God was
standard ? in Chnst reconciling the world unto

Alas, how distant from that advanced | himsclf, and by no other means can we
point unattained in another department | hope to be saved, for doing is a deadly
of christian duty by some to whom | thing, doingleads to death.

Paul wrote, “Ye have not yet resisted| By many, the present is regerded as
unto blood striving against sin.”  Who | a season specially prompting to acts of
of us by his acts of benevolence has|kindness and liberality,  Such acts are
suffered any abatement of sclf indul-| never out of season, but he that regard-
gence or oue jot of daily comfort. |cth a day to the Lord let him regard it.
Have we not been less ready to scarch | There lacketh not abundant reasons
for objects of charity than to avoid |apart from the associations which in
them? Have we felt constrained to go | many minds cluster around  Christinas
out into the highways u..d compel the |to enforce the injunction, remember
reluctant suffering to partake of our |the poor. It is a time of plenty in our
bounty? Ts it ~ur practice to speak [ Canada. By occupation, its inhabit-
kind words to the broken hearted, and [ants are Jargely husbandmen, ‘The
pour the oil of consolation into the dis- | earth has brought forth her inercase
tressed breast?  Forgetting and forgiv- | abundantly.  The promise has been
ing the sin of the sinful, is it our prac-|fulfilled, *“While the carth remaincth
tice to labor to restore them to the|seed timeand harvest shall not cease ;
right paths, ever inindful of the cantion, | and He who has kept his promise cx-
“Let him who thinketh he stmdcthlpccts we shall keep his command.”
“take heed Jest he fall” Do we recog-; Open thy hand wide to the poor.
nize in man a brother, and treat him as | Abundanee should be an incentive to
such, whatever his crecd, color, country, | liberality, thankfulness should enforce
or condition? It is well also to con- |the duty, and the keen necessity of the
sider the kind of spirit in which we !suffering, especially under the rigor of
should aim to fulfil acts of charity winter, should awaken promypt and en-
They should be done in a spirit of larged sympathy. TLet not the joyous-
willingness. The Lord loveth a cheer- ness of yeur festive reunions at this sea-
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son be maried by the thought that the
cry of the poor has gone up to heaven
against you.

And now for the promisc. * For in
due season ye shall reap if ye faint not.”
We are told in keeping God’s command-
ments there is a great reward. His
ways are ways of pleasantness and all
his paths are peace.  We shall enjoy
inward peace—the peace of God which
passeth understanding, which the world
can neither give nor take away. Not
only inward, but outward peace. When
a man’s ways please the Lord he mak-
cth even his encemies to be at peace
with him.  Godliness has the promise
of the life that now is as well as that
which is to come.  All things shall
work together for good to them that
love God. But the expression, due
time may point rather to the heavenly
state, and in view of this, how appro-
priate the condition. If we faint not.
1t is only by persistent continuance in
well-doing that we have any promise of
reward.  They only who continue to
the end shall be saved.  If we faint in
the day of adversity our faith is small.
We are called upon in view of the con-
flict with the flesh and the devil to put

on the whole armour of God—to gird

up the lions of our mind and to stand
fast, having donc allto stand.  We are
nothing in oursclves, our sufficiency is
in him whose strength is made perfect
in our weakness. But O 1the excced-
ing great reward in ‘reaping the fruits
of rightcousncss at God's right hand,
and cclcbr:\(ing the praises of Him who
loved us and washed us in his own
blood, and hath made us kings and
pricsts to God, to dwell in his presence
in the city that has no need of the sun
neither of the moon to shine upon it,
for the glory of God lightens it, and the
Lamb is the light thereof. There to
verify in glotious fruition the Saviours’
declaration, “eye hath not secn nor car
heard, ncither hath it entered into the
heart of man to conceive the things
which God has prepared for them who
love Him.” In view of all this what
manner of persons ought we to be in
all manner of communication ?

How intently should we consider
our latter end, daily and hourly bear-
ing in mind the exhortation and pro-
misc of the text, *“ And let us not be
weary in well-doing, for in duc scason
we shall reap if we faint not.”

SERDINKE S
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our own Canada a manly, patriotic and
indispensable duty has it been to 1e-
deem the earth from the dominion of
the forest. ‘I'rees appeared cnemies,
and he who levelled most was the best
citizen. In many places the extermi-
nation has been overdone, at least, so
well done, that taste, comfon and pro-
fitunite in advocating the culture of
trees ; and, ere long, he will be con-
sidered the best citizen who plants
most.  Other countries give striet at-
tention to this subject.  1n France, the
Government takes the thing in charge,
and our neighbors over the line plant
freely, for fuel, for sugar and for shade.
How delightful arc trees around
dwelling house, nor less grateful are
they in the vieinity of the house of pray-
er. They are a potection from the
storms in winter, and the sun's rays in
summer.  Again, what beauty they
give to the landscape, and how cheap-
ly they can be procured. Sufficiently
tallgrown ones can be transplanted, f
necessary care is used, so that the bene-
fit may be enjoyed at once. Why
should Canadians be behind any other
people in heantifying the landscape of
their fair country, and adding to the
comforts of their public buildings and
private residences.  Especially let trees
be planted around the little sanctuaries
growing up throughout the land. If
plain, their plainness will be covered, if
otherwise, their beauty will be increas-
ed, and future generations praise the
taste and wisdom of their sires, who
though the enemics of trees when too
plentiful; became their best friends
when scarce.

And now, a plea for sheds, more
necessary than  shades.  The latter
should be done, and the former not
left undone.  To guote again the words
of the Good Book, “ A merciful man is
merciful to his beast.” Daes not this
saying amount to a command ?  Verily
the tender merey of the Most High s
over all His creatures. How much
are we indehted to the horse for means
of reaching mecting, and while we sit
comfortably within, learning lessons of
instruction in daily life, and drawing

&

spiritual supplies from the wells of sal-
vation, is it merciful treatment towards
the nimals that transported us swiftly
hither, to leave them shivering in the
cold of winter, or sweltering in the heat
of summer, without any protection ?
Should it not be considered imperative
in country places that, near all houses
of worship, sheds should be erccted for
teams employed in coming to church?
The voices of mercy, duty and interest
unite in urging the necessity of this
plea. May they not speak in vain,
but may the good sense and good feel-
ing of every rural (.ongreg"mo'l prompt
them to verify in practice the divine
aphorism *““a merciful man is merciful
to his beast.”

And now, what further nced of argu-
ment? ‘The case is so plain and rea-
sonable that all can understand, and
none can gainsay. The thing required
isaction. Ye men of valor, who have
slain your thousands of the beautiful
forest trees of Canada, will you not lend
a hand to restore :lgnin the waste places
of the land, and beautily your little
Zions with the evergreen and mayple,
so graceful for shade and so beautiful
to look upon ?

And yec men who love to praise the
muscle and speed of your horses, have
a care for them on Sunday as well as
other days, and sce that sheds as well
as shades become part of the surround-
ings that add eomfort and beauty to the
place  whither the families of your
neighborhood love to go up to worship
in the courts of their Godl. LW,

Banks of the Ottawa, Dec., 1868.

Sesquipodalian Words.

There is a beauty in simplicity of
speech, and it is pleasing to note the
improvement herein antong writers and
speakers of our day. A wise preacher
seldom makes a pocket dictionary
necessary. How delightful it is to read
the speeches of men of note in the
British Parliament, or a leader in the
London Z7mes, and to mark the every-
day character of the words nsed.  Verily
“he may ran that readeth.”

Your correspondents, sir, o not
_G
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often stun us with words of learned
length and thundering sound ; but onc
good man, writing in the Baptist of
July z9th, obliged me to lug down
Webster to learn what disintegration
meant. Perhaps  friend Caldwell
exclaims: “ignorant fellow!”  Granted
—Dbut how many such there are who
have not Webster to consult, and why
not express a state of separation by a
simpler word, particularly when illus-
trating a portion of the preaching of
Him whom the common people heard
gladly.
BORN OF WATER.

Mr. Caldwell, in his exposition of
John 3rd and sth, nndertakes the task
of diffusing light with much confidence,
and treats the views of those who differ
from him as of small account.  That
gentleman may be safely left to his op-
ponents, 1ox his stronghold is assailable
at various points. Without pretending
to explain what bas puzzled wiser heads,
will Mr. Caldwell permit, in passing
one or two questions ; albeit the 1dea of
puerile questions tacked to his name
somewhat warms him. If water, in the
verse referred to, points to Baptism,
why not the birth by water precede the
birth by the spirit? The order of the
words favors this view, and the expres-
sion “born of water,” if baptism is
meant, clearly teaches baptismal regen-
eration, and that, without baptism there
is no salvation. In verse 3 it reads:
“ except a man be born again, he can-
not see the kingdom of God.” Verse
5 clearly repeats the same truth, and
the expressions: “sce the kingdom of
God,” and “enter the kingdom of God"
do appear to mean the same thing.
The idea that cach church of baptized
believers is the kingdom of God is
surely a novel one, and farther fetched
than that of holding *‘ born of water” to
mean something else than baptism.
Mr. Caldwell’s argument, * water is
water,” smacks of ILuther's reasoning
anent the real presence ; “ This is my
body.” Now water is used very often
in theBible figuratively. In one place
it means much people. In Isaiah 55

and 1, “ Ho, everyone that thirsteth,

come ye to the waters,” it mecns the
gospel, or it may be termed the word.
Psalm 119: ‘Wherewithal shall a
young man cleanse his way? By tak-
ing heed thereto according to thy
word.” T prevented the dawning of
the morning and cried, T hoped in thy
word.” In the New Testament concur-
rent passages point strongly to the zewrd
being the co-operative power with the
Spirit, and would seem to justify the
sense of John 3rd and sth as if it read,
“except a man be born of the wrd and
of the Spirit he cannot enter the king-
dom of God,” John 15th and 3rd:
“ Now are ye clean through the word
which I have spoken nnto you.” 17th
chapter, 7th verse : **Sanctify them
through thy truth, thy word is truth.”
Ephesians 5, 26 : “That he might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing
of water by the word.” 1 Peter 1, 23:
“ Born again, not of corruptible sced,
but of incorruptible by the word of God
which liveth and abideth for ever.”

Pray, friend Caldwell, don't be
wrathy with writers who withhold their
names ; the number is vast ; the practice
has its benefits ; at any rate, what can't
be cured must be endured, and, if you
will be advised, be a little more cour-
teous with your opponents. You sce
self interest dictates the caution, so
that, if you think it worth while to smite
my pate, which is rather bare, the
stroke may be that of the righteous :
“as excellent oil that shall not break
the head.”

PERSONAL.

Mr. Editor, it is to be hoped that
your long journeys bave benefitted your
inward as well as your outward man.
Report saith the latter is simmer than
it was won't to be—a beneficial change
this hot weather. No doubt hard work
rather than Mr. Banting imerits the
credit. It is pleasant to hear people
praise your good naturc and agreeable
deportment, and it may be inferred that
your way was prosperous in the inter-
e¢sts of your paper.

Tt seems the spirit of liberality was
largely poured out at Papineauville,
and doubtless some droppings fell to

b
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your share, but the lion’s portion anoth-
erinterest claimed and received.  Dr.
Fyfc is a vety gentlemanly beggar, and
holds the giver to be the benefitted
party—strange logic for a Professor to
teach, yet, stranger still, he backs the
opinion by scripture: ** It is more bles-
sed to give than to receive.” In one
corner of the Ottawa, where the Rev.
Dr. preached, there were scveral
Brethren, (Plymouthists,) in the audi-
ence. ‘The words: “T'his one thing 1
do,” &c., were improved to much profit,
and the Brethren were agreeably (is-
appointed that a minister maker should
teach so soundly.
A PLYMOUTH APOSTLE.

These people are just now enjoying,
at different points along the river, the
services of Mr. Baynes, Bursar of Mec-
Gill College, Montreal. This gentle-
man is a great improvement on Mr.
Hook. He has a good voice, good de-
livery, and advances most excellent
matter, yet strangely mixes with it most
unaccountable statements. For instance
in one of his addresses, he classed Bap-
tists with Catholics and Episcopalians,
and declared they all baptized people
into their churchies.  Of the Baptists,
he said the reason so many of them
were stark full of the world, was the
fact of their members being so baptized
into the church.  He declared that the
Baptists had, like the Presbyterians and
Emscopalians, a creed, while the New
Testament was the only authority in
faith and practice. At the close, a Bap-
tist asked him where the creed he had
alluded to was to be found, as he had
neither seen nor heard of such. Mr.
Baynes replied that he had been favor-
ed with a copy this very day. In re-
ligion men should be honest, and fault
finders exemplary. The said document
was never submitted to the Baptist
Church in the locality or adopted by
them, and is simply a statement of the
doctrines believed by Baptists generally,
with the passages of Scripture in proof
thereof, not one of which, it is beheved
would Mr. Baynes dissent from.
Further, it has not ¢ven been circulated

so widely as a document of a similar

character, drawn up by Mr. Baynes
himself, and entitled “Propositions for
all Believers,”

Although an improvement on Mr.
Hook, the same spirit, modified, pos-
sesses the teacher.  He seems to love
to break down churches, and to build
on other men’s foundations, rather than
occupy hew fields and recruit from  the
subjects of Satan. The presence of
dogs has a peculiar cffect on the minds
of beth.  They impute to the devil the
prescnce of these animals, yet the
people are blamed. Mr. Baynes told
the congregation plainly, whatever they
did when others held forth, they must
keep their dogs at home when he
preached.  Very good advice, but
equally good whoever preaches—yet, if
Satan brings them, how can the people
help it ?

On one oceasion, when Mr. Baynes
was belaboring the sects, an old Baptist
vas unfortunately moved to make some
reply, but was snubbed by the preacher
in a way very unlike the character of a
gentleman or spirit of a_christian, and
in striking contrast to the example of
Him who endured the contradiction of
sinners, and who taught His followers
to “resist not evil.”

Mr. Baynesisa decided believer in
immersion, and administered the ordi-
nance to three candidates in the Ottawa.
His address on the subject was admir-
able, but his manner of baptizing un-
usual in this region. On reaching the
water's edge, he took off his coat, and
minus all but shirt and pants, looked
much like a man prepared for labor or
war. Heled out in succession three
young females, and immersed them in
this wise. He frst asked the name,
and then said: “C , dost thou
believe in the name of the only begot-
ten Son of God? C dost thou
dusire to be baptized into the death
and resurrection of the Son of God ?”
An affirmative being given to each
query, he proceeded. “C , I bap-
tize thee into the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.”

Mr. Baynes denounces the chapter
from Spurgeon which appeared latcly
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in the “ Baptist ” as a tissue of lies, but

its truth is verified in many respects by

what we see around us. 15, W,
Banks of the Ottawa, Aug. 6, 1869,

Sheriff Treadwell.

T'o the Editor of the Ottawa Citizen ;
S1g,~-Our indefatigable friend Sheriff
Treadwell, has lately rcturned from
Ottawa  triumphant. The Central
Railroad is no longer a myth, but a
cenain (to be) fact.  Mr. Brydges may
hide his diminished head—his power
and pomp and speecial car notwith-
standing.  Our sheriff does not care a
fig for him. 'The North Shore shall be
the route from Chatham, thence to
Hawkesbury and  1'Orignal, onward
somewhere to the shore of the Pacific.
‘The Sheriff supposed none could
surpass him in matters of railroads, but
he found a man in the capital who
knew twice as much as  himself
Fortunately, Mr. Wadington had come
there for the same great purpose—a
road to the Pacific. Consequently
they warked in harmony, and did so to
a purpose.  The necessary notice hav-
ing been given, Parliament is petition-
ed, and it is fondly anticipated, so soon
as the members shall have found re-
pose after the private, civic and Govern-
mental dances, the Red River mess,
and sundry other weighty matters, and
personal quarrcls are adjusted, they
will take in hand this great national
scheme, and decide on it in a manner
worthy ofits immensc importance.

In the meantime, the worthy Sheriff
leaves no stone unturned, in order
thoroughly to leaven the entire com-
munity with his views of the unspeak-
able value of this great highway and
short way to China.

He regards the measure as onc of
life or death to Canada.  Sir John A.
once said : “annexation is dead and
buricd in the Potterfield.”  Sheriff
Treadwell adds: “build the Pacific
road and the monster will never—no
never witness a day of resurrection,”
Neglect to do so, and the viper may
any day come forth body and soul with
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refreshed energies, and hand us over,
body and hones, to the tender mercies
of Yankeedom.

Our Sheriff, tor one educated south
Loyalty is a virtue
not scarce in any part of Canada, but
in our friend's bosom it burns with un-
common force. In fact, so great is his
abhorrence of Republicanism, that he
would class it among the sins from
which Clwistians should pray: “good
Lord deliver us.”  Toavert so great an
evil as annexation, 1o open up channels
of trade, and to develop and settle the
British portion of this vast continent,
arc the avowed motives that prompt
the Sheriff to streteh every power he
possesses, of body and mind, in order
to make said road. The project bhas
been with him the day dream of many
years, but of late, unusual efforts have
been put forth.  Leading statesmen in
England  have reccived despatches
from L'Orignal—-Sir John Young has
been addressed, and likewise His
Royal Highness Prince Arthur, by our
untiring tnend.  He told His Lxcel-
lency he would build the road in one
year with wooden rails, or in three
years with steel rails  Ten thousand
men were to be put immediately to
work, and thus the millenial period
of railroads was to be ushered
in with a breath from the lips of one
man whose faith shames that of all the
worthies of whom we read.  Samson's
feats were of no account, the falling of
the walls of Jericho insignificant com-
pared to the achievements of our
Sheriff,

Mountains will skip out of the way,
valleys will suddenly 61l up, bridges,
ready-made, offer to span cvery river,
stones and gravel shower down as re-
quired, ties to order fill their proper
places, and rails fit for use spring up
from mother earth and voluateer their
scrvices.  Rolling stock the good man
overlooks, and stations may not be re-
quired.  But should both be necessary,
perhaps additional time will he asked
for these, or his fairy wand may speak
them from nought on the instant. P’en
and press having been fully brought to




