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PR EFACE.

Ir the dufy examined in this Sermon, is sustained by
Scriptural arguments, the Christian reade: will disco-
ver ample reasons for its publication. If the senti-
ments it contains are right, the practices of wealthy
Christians are wrong, and require to undergo a com-
plete change before they can either he as acceptable
to God, or profitable to man, as enlightened benevo-
lence demands.

A few things have heen added, which were omitted
in the delivery. through want of time, of which the
audience was then apprized.

If it shall he hlessed in leading one Christian info
that way of usefulness, in which God requires him to
walk, the author will be more than recompensed for
any opposition which it may excite among those who
may {eel unwilling to make the sacrifices required in
‘the command,—¢* THovU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR
'AS THYSELF."

Dundee, opril 10, 1833,



SERMON, &e.

. Manx x,2).

“ Sell whatsocrver thou hast, and give to the poovr, and ko
] shalt have reasure in hoaven,’”’

WE somelimes feel, that it is difficult to understand
such passages of Scripture as that which I have read
as a text; not because of the obscurity of the pas-
sages themselves, but because we do not know how
to reconcile them with the opinions and practices
which -prevail among Christians, Accordingly, we
are prone to judge of what is our duty, rather by the
practices of Christians and the opinions of commen-
tators, than by the plain declarations of the word of
Goditself. 'This mode of - ascértaining our. daty is
dangerous, -inasmuch as the practices of Christians
-are sometimes opposed to the requirements of the
Scriptures; and commentators, as well as private
Christians, may be swayed to a considerable extent in
forming their views of God's word, by the maxims
and practices of the professed followers of Christ.—
'Therefore, if we wish to be ¢ tanght of God,” we
must come to the study of his word, with a deter-
mination to praetise what it enjoins. Whatever
sacrifices we may have to make in acting upon this
determination, and however much our practice may
differ from that of other Christians, as new-horn
habes we must desire the slitcere milk of the word,
that we may grow thereby. In consequence of de-
parting from the plain meaning of the word of God
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| fatrly understood, Christians have divided and sub
divided the church of 'the Suviour—have involved
in obscurity some of its plainest institutions and
Jaws—have marred ils beauty-—bave enfeebled its
energies—and have involved it in difliculties fromn
which it can only be delivered by reverting lo the
teaching of Christ and his apostles.

Aswe are going to explain the way in which Cxnis-
TIANS OUGHT TO USE THEIR MOXNEY, it ought to be
our aim to be guided by the Scriptures, and rich
men need be reminded that they are in danger
-of misinterpreting the Scriptures—that they are in-
terested parties, and that it is difficult to convince
such of the truth. There is however, not much to
fear if those of you who are rich are determined to
follow Christ's teaching, even if it shall he found
that it requires you to give a great portion of your
possessions to his cause and- to his poor. Buat il
vou are determined to keep your possessions what-
ever Christ may have taught to the contrary, we
have no hope that you will profit either by this,
or any other of his counsels. Your eyes are closed
by'the love of money, which is the root of all evil.
Cecil shrewdly remarks, that, ¢ A man may beliberal
to the fuil extent of his means, while his possessions
are comparatively slender; but when ihe sweets of
accumulation begin to breathe over him, he finds
it exceedingly diflicult even to part with his super-
flnities.” Lvery day’s experience evinces the trath
of this remark, and it is corroborated by the case of
the young Jewish Ruler, to whom our Saviour gave
the command in the text. This young man came
to the Saviour with a momentous question : ¢ Good
Masler, what shall I do that T may inherit eternal
life?” He came with great earnestness, ¢ running.”
He came most respectfully, and “kneeled to™ the
Saviour, We shall not stay to inquire whether the
voung man’s question was evangelical, or whether
what be said was strictly true, when he told the
Saviour, that he had ¢ observed™ the law ¢ from his
youth 7 It is sufficient for us to know that the
instructions 'which Jesus Christ gave him were
snitable and evangelical. « Then Jesus beholding
him, loved him, and said unio bim, one thing thou
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lackest: go thy way, sell whalsoever thou hast, and
gite lo the poor; and thow shall have. treasure in
heaven 3 and come lake up the erossand follow me.™

I. LET US CONSIDER THE DUTY ENJOINED IN THE
TEXT.

I[. CONTRAST THE EFFECTS WHICH RESULT FROM
TIIE PRESENT PRACTICES OF RICII PROFESSORS OF

LLIGION, WITH THOSE WHICH WOQULD FLOY FROM
THE PERFORMANCE OF THIS DUTY.

IlJ. BRING FORWARD SUCH MOTIVES, A4S MaY
TEND, BY THE BLESSING OF (GOD, TO LEAD YOU T0
ITS PERFORMANCE.

I. LET US CONSIDER THE DUTY ENJOINED IN THE
TEXT. ¢ Sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to
the poor.”

Jesus Christ applies this subject in such a manner
as to determine his meaning in this command,—a
meaning which ought to be apparent at first sight
to every unsophisticated reader. “And Jesus looked
round about, and saith unto his disciples, how hardly
shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom
of God! And the disciples were astonished at his
words. DBut Jesus answereth them again, and saith
unto them, children, how hard is it for them {hat
trust in riches, to enter inio the kingdom of God!
It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle, than for a rich man to enter info the king-
dom of God. And they were astonished out of
measure, saying, VWho then can be saved 7 And
Jesus looking upon them saith, with men it is im-
possible, but not with God, for with God all things
are possible.” Jesus Christ here says-of all the rich,
¢« How hardly shall they that have riches enter info
the kingdom of God.” These and the following
words are spoken generally, and cannol be fairly
interpreted to apply only 1o this young man.

Christ repeats this sentence again in the 24th verse,
with an addition which fixes his meaning in the 23d
verse. ‘““How bard is it,” says he “for them that
trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God.”
And who are the persons that frust in riches? 'Those
who, like this young man, prefer them to eternal life,
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aud will not part with them for its sake, but confide
in them for happiness rather than in the Aulhor of
Fiernal Life. ‘To shew the difficulty ol rich men
heing saved, who are unwilling to part with their riches
he adds, < It is easier [or a camel to go through the
eye of a needle, thaa for a rich man to enler into the
kingdom of God.” Some MSS. read cable, and it
is surely impossible for a cable to g~ through the eve
of a needle; but this is ““a mere gloss,” says Dr. A.
Clarke, ¢ mserted by some who did not know that the
other was a proverhcommon enough among the people
of the Kast."”

The following examples of this form of speech will
convince every caudid hearer, that it is never used but
trj signtly an impossibility.  In the Koran it is said.

- The impious, who shall accuse our doctrine of falsity,
shull find the gates of heaven shut : nor shall he enter
taere Lll a camel shall pass through the eye of «
needle. 1t 1s thus that we shall recompence the
wicked.”'*

Among the Jews it always signilied a thmw im-
possible.  llence this pmverh,,“ A camel in Media t,
dances in a kabe,”” a measure which held abont three
pints.  Again, © No man seces « palm tree of gold.
nor an elephant passing through the eye of a needle.”
Jecause these are impossible tluua_. ¢ Rabhi Skeshet/:
answered Rabbi Amram, (who had advanced an
absurdity), perhaps thow art one of the Pambidithians
who can make an elephant pass through the eye of «
needle 3 that is, says the druch, who speak things
lapossible.

These examples viewed in connexion with the scope
of the passage convince me, that the rich men, who
know their duty and yet refuse to sell their posses-
sions and give ¢ to the poor,” cannot ¢ enter into the
kingdom of God ;" nor have I been able to find a
single illusiration or comment on this text, differing’
from this sense, but what was either ineffably ambi-
oyous, ordecidedly absurd.

Christ says to you that have riches, «“<ell whatsoever
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have

* Al Konrax, Surat i, ver. 37.
t See Lightfoot, Schoetgen, and Clarke, on this pluce.



b

treasure 1 heaven : and come, iake up the cross and
follow me.” If youreply, « No ! itis unreasonable, it
cannot apply to me.” I would ask you-if it is not un-
.reasonable in every case as well as yours? Or has
Christ lowered the standard of obedience? Did he
require this young man to do a -thing” without which
he could not have. eternal life; ‘and will he allow
you - to have eternal. life withont doing that thing?
Perbaps you will say, «“But this yourg man set his
aftections upon .his riches,” True, the  command
of Jesus Christ was of sueh a searching nature as to
elicit this disposition. And does not every man set
his affections upon his riches; who is unwilling to part
with them when requlred to do so by the Lord Jesus
Christ?

1 Barther, if the diseiples cmlsldered the words of
Jesus Christ frons the 21st verse {o the 26th verse, as
only applicable to the: solifary case of the young
ruler, -would they have said, among themselves, ¢ who
then can be saved »” 1t is obvious, from this question,
that they regarded the words of theu‘ Heavenly Teach-
er as applicable to all rich men, nor can they be legi-
timately taken in any other sense. In addition to our
text we allege in favour of this duty,—

|. Other Scriptural commands. Jesus Christ, in
his sermon on the mount,. says, ¢ Lay not up for
yourselves treasures- upon earth, where moth and
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through
and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through and steal: fur
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

b

* Malt. vi, 19---21,

" 1 am aware that some have said, that, “ Lay not up for
vourselves treasures on earth,” is a mere Hebs ‘arsm,—meaning
that men should rather-lay up lreasure in heaven than on
earth. J am willing to allow that Hebraisms of this kind oc-
cur frequently in the Scriptures, as in Matthew 15 ~24. <1 am
rtot sent hut to the lost sheep of the House of Israel 7 Alsoin
John 5, 34. I receive not testimony from man.” " Also in
Luke 14, 26. ¢ Ji-any man cometome and hate Ilﬂl]ll‘; father,”
ke Alsoin Matthew 9, 13, « I will have mercy and not sacri-
fice.” Also in the ﬁ)llmung, among many other texts, Psalms
50, 8;51,16;40, 6. Prov. S, 10. Jer. 7,22, Joln 1, 11;
7 IB ].., 44. Rom. g, 13. In these passages the word
‘‘ not, g expresses a meaning which the original was never in-
tended to convey ; forinstance, in Luke 14, 28, a disciple of
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In this passage we have aprobibition. ¢ Lay not up
for yourselves treasures upon-earth.” We have also
a reason given for this prohibition : ¢ Kor where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Yon may
indeed lay up treasure on earth, but then your heart
will be with your treasure, Here then is a weighty
reason for not laying up treasure on earth, No man
can do so, according to Jesus Christ, without setling
his heart upon it. «The only way,” says Quesnel, ¢ o
render perishing poods elernal—to secure stately fur-
niture from moths-—the richest medals from canker—
and precious stones from thieves, is to transmit them
to heaven by acts of charity. This is a kind of bill
of exchange which cannot fail of aceeptance, but
through our own fanlt.” Luke records this injunc-
tion as well as Matthew, <« Sell that ye have, and
aive alms.'*#*

Let my hearers compare these words with our text,
and then let them say, whether the command, « Sell
whatsoever thou hast and give to the poor,** canbe in-
terpreted as applying only to the rich youth, Nay
were weo.to grant you all the advantage of a private
interpretation of the text, which we cannot for reasons
already given, 'you would still be as far from “the
kingdom of "heaven as ever, since you cannot deny
a general meaning—a universal meaning, to the com-
mand in Luge. - “8all that ye have, and give alms.”
Does thisapply to you ? or will ye say that our Lord

.Chirist is required to hate his father and mother, and wife and
children, and brethren and sisters, and his own life also;
whereas, in other places he is required to love his father and
mother, aud also his wife, even as Christ loved the chavch.
(See iph. 5, 25.) The mweaning of Christ in Luke, 14, 26, is
obviously this, that a man could not be his disciple unless
he prefered his Saviour to all. his relations, and loved him
rather than them.  The word ralfier might be substituted for
‘““ not” in some of the above mentioned passages, and it wounld
give the true meaning., As in Matthew 9, 13, I will have
mevey rafier than sacrifice. And in Matthew 15, 24, &e. &e
If any should ingaire why T have not applied this rule of in-
terpretation to Matthew 6, 19, I answer, 1st hecause Linke 12,
33, forbids it, for the same duty is required in Lake as in Matt.
althongh adifferent mode of expression isadopted.  2dly, ‘ie
generat tenor of Scripture does notreguire ity hut rather har-
monizes with the view given by both the sacred historians.
* Luke xii, 33.
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intended it only-for the rich men-in his day. How
bardly can a rich man. understand the Scriptures!
How fearfully does he wrest them ‘to his own de-
struction !

Again, (for we have not yet done w lth the commands
of Jesus Christ), the doctrine of the text is enjoined in
that well known command, ¢ Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself,*’* concerning which Paul said,
«“ All the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this:
Thou shalt love,” &c.+ Here then we are furnished
with a plain and easy rule of duty; we have only to
ask ourselves, How we love ourselves? in order to
ascertain how we ought to love others. We love our-
selves so well that should we want hread, or clothmg,
or medicine, having at the same time money in the
bank or elswhere; we should -not think it our duty, 1
apprehend, to let the money alone, and be content to
hunger—or starve—or die,—rather than take what
might be sufficient to. obtain food, or raiment, or medi-
cine. * All that a man hath will he give for bis life,”
as Satan said in reference to Job, and it is true ; then,
all that a man.hath ought he to give for the lile of his
neighbour.

« If thine ﬂnemy hunnrer, feed him s if he thirst give
him drink.”+ Aud unless we do lhls, we do not love
our neighbours as ourselves, We transgress one .of
the primary arlicles of .Christian law. .. We may call
ourselves Christians ; but Christians we are not. [s
that man loving his neighbour as himself, think you,
who possesses more than he needs by some hundreds,
or thousands a year, and either savesthe whole, or only
gives some few pounds to charitable and religious in-
stitutions, while his poor brethren. and enemies are
almost perishing for lack of bread ? Y ou cannot answer
this in any other way than in the negative. Let us
apply this law to the spiritual as well as to the tempo-
ral necessities ol our fellow creatures. We have the
Bible, Sermons, the Sahbath, and-Christian ordinances,
while millions of our race have them not. IHave the
Bible, Sermons, &c. done us incalculable good ? We
have reason to conclude that they would do for mil-
lions of them what they have done for us. We have

p—

* Matthew 22--39, . 1 Gal. 5---14. { Rom. xii, 20,
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the ability to send them that Bible which is our
guide, and that Gospel which is the power of God
unto our own salvation, But, printing Bibles and
sending them to the beathen, with Missionaries, to
publish ¢ peace-on earth and good will towards men,”
wounld cost considerable sums of money; therefore,
Christians content themselves with giving drops when
they onght to give showers; with tens they are satis-
fied who ought to give thousands; consequently,
through this love of the world four hundred millions of
pagans are lelt to perish in ignorance, guilt, and misery.
Oh! my bearers, be not deceived, hy the pracllces
of men, calling themselves Christians, rather {ook at the
commands of your Master and hasten fo understand and
obey them. Listen not to the world within the church,
nor to the world without- the church; mind not your
unconverted relations, when they attempt to drive back:
the flowing tide of your henevolence—wlien they re-
vard you as loving your neighbours over much—when

thej say that you are domg more for the hodies
and souls of men, .than others are doing, say unto

them as Peter said on another occasion, “ We ought
to-obey God rather than men,”**—show them that you
are acting. according to the commands of Jesus Christ,
and if lhe} persist in wishing you to set aside his autho-
rity, treat.them, whatever they profess to be, as the real
enemies.of Christ’s kingdom.

.Again, the doctrine of the text is enjoinéd by the
Apostle Paul, in his first Fpistle to the Corinthians, he
says, ¢ Let no man seek his own: but every man, an-
other’s wealth.””+ Had this ‘ passage read thus, ¢“Let
no man seek another’s wealth, but every man his own,™
we should have had a practical exempliflcation of - it
constantly before us; in the lives of thousands of -pro-
fessing Christians. . But reading as it does,’ we ‘look
at.it, and then we gaze upon: those who ought to be
¢ lmnn- epistles,’. “and we are struck with nollml:r SO
much as their IHLDI‘ISIS[BHC} il Hou is the fine gold
become dim !

Again, ¢ Charity,” says this Apostle, ¢ seeketh
not her own.” She seeketh not her own wealth, hon-
our, or. prosperily. She seeketh not high lhmgs for

* Acts v, 29, + 1st Cor, X, 24.
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herself. She seeketh rather than her own, the wealth,
honour, and prosperity of others. To his son Timothy,
this Apostle gives this injunction, ¢ Charge them that
are rich in this world, that they be not bhigh minded
nor trost in uncertain riches, but in the living God
who giveth us richly all things to enjoy. That they
do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to
distribute, willingly to communicate, la}mn' up in
store for themselves.a gocd foundation against the
time lo come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.’**
Timothy was not {o-hold out the prospect of  eternal
life™ to the rich men of his day, on another principle
than that which was laid down by Jesus Christ; who,
when the young man referred to in our text, mqmred
what “good thing™ he should do in order to oblain
eternal life, direcled him to sell whatsoever he had,
and give to the poor.
. Dr Whitby thinks, that as Paul mentions rich men
in the_Chureh, we.ought {o conclude that the {ext be-
fore us was limited in its application to the person to
whom- it was addressed.. But admitting that the first
Christians were- habituated. to give all their possessions
to the poor,. it by no. means follows, that they could
not be rich, and.that ike adviee, ¢ Charge them that are
rich, &c. was superfluous. A man might bave wealth
when he. entered the .church—and members might
possess it by their success in business, or by their re-
lations, and hence the command ¢ Charge them,” &c.
2. But we pass from Scriptural commands to
Scriptoral examples. - Let us see if the first Christians
practised what. Christ and his disciples taught. No
sooner had Christ finished the, remarks occasioned by
the young man’s case, than Peter could. say of him-
self and of his brethren,. ¢ Lo we have left all, and
followed thee,” verse 28. And so well acquainted
with their duty were the converts of the Pentecost day
that < all that believed were together, and bhad all things
common, and sold their possession and goods, and
parted them to all men as every man bad need.”’t
They did the very thing which our text enjoins. Was
this wrong ? Did the whole multitude of believers and
apostles.err while they were made the recipients of

* 1st Tim, vii, 17—19. + Acts ii, 44, 45.
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one of the most signal outpourings of the Spirit of God,
that the church ever witnessed ? Among us infidel
professors exist, prepared to charge those disciples with
enthusiasm, who possessed so much of the Spirit
of their Master, and exemplified so remarkably his
commandments 7 I fear many such exist in the
world, and upou them we urge in vain inspired pre-
cept and inspired example. For the sake of mammon
they have already sacrificed eternal life, and having
given up that : Christ and his apostles may preach, and
saints may practice what is taught, hut both precept
and example are disregarded for the sake of money.
I cannot pass over this passage of Scripture without
remarking the effect produced by the instructions and
example of the first Christians, and this remark is the
more necessary, as some think, that the practice in
question would shed around the Christian character
no friendly influence. Let us read {o the end of the
chapter from the ciose of the last gquotalion: ¢ And
they continued dezily in the temple, and, breaking
bread from house {o house, did eat their meat wiih
gladness and sicgleness of heart i praising God, and
having favour with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily such as were saved."'*"

Their conduct did not produce scoffing : it did not
make men turn away from them with disgust: they
were not denominated enthusiasts. Their disinteres-
tedness was apparent—it was clearly seen—none could
deny it—none could misunderstand it. It is in this
way too, and in this way only, that we can have fa-
vour with all the people, and daily add to the church
saved men. 'The henevolence of those men of
God, did not evaporate in a day. It was not like
a shallow stream, but it resembied a majestic river,
whose waters spread far and wide bearing down all
opposition and fertilizing and fructifying whole coun-
triess. Wefind this powerful benevolence again some-
time afterwards, producing effecls equally as grand
and signal as those already narrated : ¢ Neither was
there any among them that lacked : for as many as
were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and
brought the prices of the things that were sold, and

* Acts ii, 46, 47, Sce the trauslation by Doddridge.
B
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laid them down.at the aposlles® feet : and distribution
'was made unto every.man, according as he had need ;
and Jesus who by the apostleswas surnamed qunabas,
(which is bﬂmg interpreted, the son of consolation,)
a Levite and of the country of Cyprus, bhaving land
sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the
apostles’ feet,”* Not a’ word do weé find here about
idleness being produced, or the money heing misap-
plied or any of ‘those benevolent men being reduced {o
the want of the common. necéssaries of . life. Nota
word is said of any rich Christians refusing to sell their
possessions : % As many as were possessors of lands, or
houses sold them.”” We do indéed discover in the
next chapter, that the ¢ love of money is the root
of all evil,” which hath since overspread the world
called Christian, ¢ Ananias, and Sapphira bis wife,
sold a possession and kept back part of the price.”
Did they intend to preserve it until they should become
old? Alas! that never happencd. Or did, they wish to
carry on trade with it? Trade was never more
carried on by them. Or did they hope fo keep it for
their own advantage? Whatever their motives might
have been, their money profited them nothing ; it ex-
posed them to templation, one sin led to another,
and one evil brought on another. Their covetousness
produced lying, and lying brought them {o an awful
hut monitory end. We might prove {o your satisfac-
tion, that Christians of one country did not confine
their liberality to their own church or province, bhut
that they extended it to distant regions : This we
must omit at present, and proceed to observe,—

3. That the benevolence of the Primilive Christians
during three centuries, corroborates the Scripture facts
which bave heen slated. 1t is candidly and freely
oranted, that facts recorded in Ecclesiastical history,
::uhs&quent to the close of revelation, ought not to be
adduced as a rule of faith and practice. You know
that we acknowledge no' other law, than that which
the King of Kings hath given us in the Sacred
Scriplures ; and we glory in this. Accordingly the
examples which I am about to adduce, of primitive
charity must be weighed in the balances of the sanc-

* Acts iv, 34---37.

iiiiii
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toary, and if in aught they be found wanting, in that
we muast not imitate them.

In the time of Tertallian, the charity of Christians was
proverbial; and it was said of them,  See how they love
one another {** insomuch, that the heathens, surprised
to see a union 50 atfeclmnale, ascribed it {o superna-
tural canses.”  They said, Christians bad some unknown
characters’ prmted on their bodies ; and these charac-
ters had the virtues of inspiring them with love for one
anotlier,+" Lucidn, that satirical writer, who died in
the reign 6f Marcus Aurelius, in a discourse on the
death of the Philosopher Peregrinus, who burnt bim-
self at the Olympic games, in altempting to satirize
Christians, passéd a bigh eulogium on them:. « It is
incredible,” sajs he, ¢« what pmns and dthn'ence they
use, by all meahs, to succouir one another, Their le-
grislalor made. them helieve; thiat they are all bréthren ;
and since they have renounced our rel!gmn, and ‘wor-
shipped- their crucified- leader, they live, accol‘dmg to
h{s laws, and all their richés are common.”™*"

Julian, ibe: apostate, one of the . most subtle ‘per-,
Recutnrs -of the” primitive Christiatis, did not ‘attack
(,E!r:sttamty with open.vjolence : be attempted to clothe
Paganism’ with Christian , charity,, the virtue which
renﬂered primmve Chmstmmty venerablé, “.Thus, e
wrateto a’ Pagau priest, ¢ Let s consider, that' no-
thing.bath so mgeh contributed to:the’ progre:—s of the
superstitiont 'of Christidns as their"¢harity.to’ strangers.
I think; wi".ought’ te: dischatge; this Ohhgaﬁon our-
selves,’ Tstablish: hosgitalg : in: E\'ery “plice; for it
ivould bo & sbame for 1i§ to: abandon. o :pobry whilé
the Jews Have none; and while the-" ltﬂprons Galilenns
providé not only for théiF bwn poot, bat also-for blies.”

—-a

Having conandered the duty enJomed m the: tett,
let us,—-

-I1. -CONTRAST THE.EFFECTS WHICH RESULT , PR{}“
THE PRESENT PRACTICES OF. RICH PROFESSORS OF
HELIGIO\' WITH THOSE WHICH WOULD FLow FROM
THE PERFURMANCE OF THIS DUTY. .

We may conSJder the effects of' nches, in con-

il i

* Tertul, Apol. xxxix, Sawrin’'s Sermons, vol, iv,
+ Minutius Felix.

- 1 Lucian, tom, ii, de la mort du fil. Peregrine.-
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neclion with their possessor—his family—the church
—and the world.

I1.. We begin with the possessor of riches himself.
St. Paul says, ¢ They that will be rich fall into temp-
tation, and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful
lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.
For the love of money is the root of all evil ; which
while some coveted after, they have erréd from the
faith, and pierced themselves through with many sor-
rows. Charge them that are rich in this world that
they be not high-minded, nor trust in uncerfain
riches,"*
~ (1.) Riches fend to make men ¢ high-minded."
The high-minddneess of rich men is evineed not only
by holding the poor in contempt, but by the peevish-
ness and fretfulness of their dispositions, They ¢ pierce
themselves throngh with many sorrows,” that others
never feel, ¢ Many years ago,’’ says the Rev. John
Wesley, ¢ I was sitting with a gentleman in London,
who feared God greatly, and generally gave away
every year nine-tenths of his yearly income. A ser-
vant came in and threw some coals on the fire: a puff
of smoke came out. The baronet threw himself back
in his chair, and cried out, ¢ ,O, Mr Wesley, these are
the crosses I meet with daily! Would he not have
been less impatient, if he had had fifty instead of five
thousand pounds : a-year?" "t

(2.) A rich man is exposed to the *snare” of flat-
tery. His friends are commonly aware of his impa-
tience, under contradiction ; and, through fear of both
making him and themselves uucomfortable, they en-
deavour to flatter even when they ought to reprove.—
He is pecualiarly exposed to think of himself more
highly than he onght, and fo take those into his friend-
ship who are the greatest adepts in the hypocritical
art of flattery.

(3.) He is more liable than others to be taken in
the ¢ snare’ of indolence. He has enough wherewith to
supply his own wants and those of his family. ¢ Why
should 1 work ?” he inquires. You should ¢ Labour
with your own hands, we reply, that you may have
to give to him that needeth.”

* 1st Tim. vi, 9, 10, 17, +Wesley’s Sermons, vol, ii,--ll'i’.
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- (4.) He*falls'into many foolish and hurtful lusts:™
Such as the ¢ lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and
the pride of life.” "All these riches hoarded up,
have a tendency to beget and increase : hence, says
St. James to such tnen, ¢ Ye have lived in pleasure
on the earth, and been wanton.”*
- (5)) th,hes “ choke the seed of the word,” * and thus
“ drown men in destraction and perdltmn "  Wheén
the Great Teacher was expounding the parable of the
sower, he commented on the thorny ground, in this

sighificant language : ¢ The cares of the world,’” said
he “ and the" deceltfulness of .riches, and the lusts of
other things entering ‘in, choke the word, and jt be-
cometh unfrmtful " *

Behold, then, the reason why our sermons are” dis-
regarded, disheliev ed, and disoheyed. The thorns spring
up with the seed, and choke it. ‘The love of monéy
in the heart keeps out the love of Christ, and the glare
of the riches of this world has more attractions than
the radient lustre of the imperishable inheritance.—
Thus, God is ahandoned for mammon, heaven is given
up for earih, and the sonl is drowned in perdition for
the sake of riches.

'+ Liet us now, fora moment, look at the other side of the
picture. What wouald he the result of the henevolence
which Christ inculeates? It would promote humility,
contentment, and patience : it would deter flatterers, and
invite the friendship of the disinterested and uncom-
promising : it would promote habils of frugality and
industry, as ifs professor would hold himself bound to
do good to the bodies and souls of men, and fo conse-
crate his time and {falents as well as his property to
God : it would lead to self-denial, and to the moriifi-
cation of sin, dauties to which the indulging worldling.
is an utter stranger: it would throw no impediments
in the way of salvation ; but, on the contrary, leavé the
soul open, to receive and practice the requisitions of Je-
hovah., Jesus Christ, who, will he allowed to have
been sufficiently evangelical, said to the young man,
““ Sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor,
and THOU SHALT HAVE TREASURE IN HEAVEN.”

2. Consider the influence of riches npon a man’s fu-
mily. Upon them they exert as baneful an inflnence as™

—

ey

* James v, 5, ' 1 Mark iv, 19,
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upon the man himself. Brought up in indolence, lux-
ury, and prodigality, as the sons and danghbters of S0me
rich men are, they may he seen ﬂulm':r about like a
number of insects, spending their lives withont em-
ployment, and withiout heing of any service to the con-
munily. Habits of intemperance and sensuality are
confirmed,-—money is wasted,—the health of the body
e\hauﬂed and beggary or an untimoly death often
concludes tho disgusting scene., And how can those
parents who train up their children in indolence, ex-
pect any thing else than evil to belal them.

The human mind, ever aclive, if not trained to vir-
tuous actions, resorf{s of course, to those of a vicious
nature.  Yet what parent thinks while he is indulging
his children in their wishes of pride, gaiely and plea-
sare, that he is preparing the way for their ruin?
What parent believes that in amassing wealth, 1o be
afterwards comniitted to his echildren, that ke is doing
them a deadly injury? DBut experience and observation
prove that wealth conveyed to a family reared in habits
of indolence and pleasure, generally accomplishes
its rnin.  Even a heathen understood this: Philip,
king of Macedon, attempted to bribe Phocion, the
Athenian general, hy oftering him a large sum of
money ; and pressed him to accept it, if not for him-
self, for his children. ¢ If my children,” replied Pho-
cion ¢ resemble me, the little spot of ground, on the
produce of which [ have hitherto lived, and which
has raised me {o the rank and estimation which you
mention, will he sufficient fo mantain them comfort-
ably ; but, if ¢ will not, I do not wish nor intend to
leave them wealth {0 STIMULATE AMBITION and FOSTER
FOLLY AND VICE.”

But what effects wounld be produced upon the family
by the system advocaled in this disconrse? The sons
and daughters of the wealthy would be taught befimes
to work for their own maintenance, some in one
sphere of life and some in another, and having heen
accustomed to frugal and industrious habits from early
life— having seen these habils in their parents, associ-
ated with henevolence to the souls and bodies of men
—having wilnessed the pleasure and joy with which
acls of charity were accompanied and followed,

and having seen the gladness produced in many poor
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and miserable families by the exercise of an extended
beneficence—such children, would be more likely to
be a blessing-to their generation than those brought np
under the present sy stem.

Rich parents! At least let your children have the
henelit of a good example. 1f you leave them thisit may
do them more good than all the wealth which avarice
can ever enable you to confer. When Seneea, a cele-
brated heathen philosopher, received the message of
death from the brutal Nero, he heard it with firmness
and composure, He is said to have expressed a wish
to dispose of his possessions and goods y and when
he heard that this favour was refused, he turned to his
weeping friends, and told them, ¢ T'hat since he could
not leave them what he considered to be his own, Ae
would leave them at least BIS OWN LIFE FOR AN EX-
AMPLE.”  Christian parents! live in such a benevolent
manner, that when you come to die you may at least
be able to adopt honestly the words of this virtuous
heathen. ¢ T leave you my own life for an example.”

3. Upon the Church, the present system produces
the most lamentable eftects. I will not call your at-
tention to those parts of our own realm where Chris-
tian teachers are lolling in,wealth obtained from those
who never heard them. But among the ministers of
nearly all denominations, the love of money has be-
come proverhial. Happily there are some exceptions—
some disinterested men who give evidence, that thev
love Christ and the flock more than the fleece. Dut
still we fear the majorily are matoring by their ex-
ample those principles of worldly aftection, which grow
so rankly and luxurianily in the people over whom they
preside. 'Through the love of money an undue impor-
tance is attached to the persons and services of those
in the Church who possess wealth. The poor are de-.
spised—overlooked—and left without due provision.
'I'he energies of the church are almost paralized by
the want of pecuniary aid, while some of its membérs.
“Roll in wealth and soar in fame.”” On the con-
trary, were Christians to display their disinterestedness
by their liberality, who can estimate the full amount
of good which would follow? Minislers might ocea-.
sionally be removed from. one sphere of usefulness to.
another of greater extent; but then, by giving away
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evéry pound that they conld spare, they wonld not fail
to impress the members of the Church with similar
principles and a similar spirit. And in vain do they
teach, “ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as ‘thyzelf, ¥
while they obvionsly oppose their instructions by their
own example and thus foster and nourish in the Church
a spirit of deep rooled selfishness. ‘

The disinterestedness of Christians, and above all of
ministers of the gospel, should be transparent ; all
should see it, and be constrained to acknowledge it,—
then could ministers say without blushing, *we seelc
1ot yours but you.” ‘Then would men of merit, rather
than men of money, he esteemed in the charch— then
too would the poor be carelully and amply -provided
for—then the church would extend.the knowledge of
the Redeemer to--earth’s remotest bpunds-——:mnera
would be converted both abroad and at home; ministers
of the gospel, no longer afraid o, loosing their respec-
tability: < by oﬂ'endmg their rich membeérs, unnld a0
out into <« the streets and lm}ea of the city,” and
preach the gospel to those whg never hear it within
the walls of the church.. This leads us to contrast, —

4, The effects of the two ' systenis upon the world.
Blind as the world is to its own eternal interests, it dis-
tinetly comprehends and Jondly condemns the incon-
sistencies of Christians, And it linows full well that
many of those that #o by that name are as coveious
and selfish, as its own acknowledged votaries. Thus
the men who ought to be conciliated are prejudiced.
'The enemies of Christ are made to blaspheme and he
is wounded in the hounse of his friends. To snch
an alarming extent bas the worldliness of prolessors
proceeded, that some, unhappily for themselves, will
not bhelieve that there is any true disinterestedness
in the world. *

On the 12th of thls month, (fFeb., 1833,) I came
in the coach from Forfar, .llontr with a gentleman who
said, ¢ every man acts from self intercst,—this 1s the
ruling motive with all ranks of men.”” We had just
heen conversing about the state of the Clergy in Ire-
land England and Scotland. I endeavoured to show
that humanity had often induced men to hazard their
own lives, in order to preserve those of others. I gave
one instance, ¢ Humanity,”? he said, ¢ might do this,”
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“ Well,” 1 rejoined, ¢ I must now endeavoar {o con-
vince you that Christianity can prodnce benevolent men.
I shall give you {wo cases: the one refers to a Lay-
man, the other to a Minister of the Gospel., 'I'he lay-
man lived in Yorkshire, and only died a short time
ago. He was a village blacksmith; and the fact which
Lam going 1o narrate is recorded in his life.**

““ Samuel Hick,” for that was his name, “was return-
Ing from the pit one day with a load of coals, a little grirl
seeing him pass the door, ran towards him, and asked
him for a piece of coal, stating that her mother was con-
fined and the family without fire. He stupped the horse,
went info the house, made inquiry into their circum-
stances, found the tale of the child correct, brought the
cart to the door, and poured down the whole of the load
free of cost.  Having' no money upon him to pay for an
additional load, and being apprehensive of a leciure at
home for the abundance of his charity, he returned to the
coal-pit, where he knew he had credit for twenty times
the quantity, re-filled his cari, and returned home, with
his soul hymning its way up to beaven, like the lark
breasting the morning breeze, and gladdening the in-
habitants below with its song.”

The other is the case of John LEllioit, the Indian
missionary, who nsed to give away nearly all his salary
to the poor Indians. ¢ One day, having received his
salary from the parish treasurer, who knew the bene-
volent disposition of this apostle to the Indians. The
treasurer tied up the money in a handkerchief with
many knots, to prevent his giving it away before he
got home. On his way home he met with a poor wo-
wan, and finding it difficult to untie the kuots, he gave
her the handkerchief, and said, ¢ I believe the Lord
designs it all for you,! ¢ Now,’ said I, turning to my
companion, ¢it would he impossible to prove that either
of these men acted from mere selfishuness.” »

My hearers, [ do not wonder at this gentleman’s
opinion. I acknowleged to him, and I conless to you,
that professors have afforded so many plain evidences
of selfishness, that it is not surprising that some men
should deny the existence of Christian love ; thus they
arc prejudiced against the gospel.  Arise! Clhristians,
and dispel the gloom of mist that envelopes you.—

* Life of Samuel Hick, p. 117,




22

Arise, and convinee the world, that such men as Elliol¢
and Hick are produced by Christianity : not once or
twice in a century, but every day : then, and not till
then, may we hope that Chr:qtmnlt} will spredd and
fill the whole earth.

. Let us suppose that time arrived, when the followers
Ul' Christ shall lay aside their p"ll‘[)_l‘lﬂmf’:, and cor:
dially unite to convert the world ; when -they shall
consecrate wholly to the cause of Christ,—their time;
talents, influence, and property. Then what immense
sums of money-would be given into the treasury of the
Lord from every part of the Christian world. Kvery
wealthy church might then underfake missionary ope-
rations, and support them more liberally than some of
our large missionary-associations are now supported.
Thus Bibles and missionaries wounld be -sent ont on a
grander scale than ‘hath ever been witnessed. And, if
the Lord should sanction the extensive operations of
his chureh, by his Spirit and: blessing, how would the
hearts: of . Christians. be gldddened: by witnessing the
prevalence of Christianity over the earth. And white
the beneficence of 'the chuich would- produce astonish-
ing results abroad, it would: exert a friendly and at-
tractive influence-upon our:population at iome.  How
amiable would Christians ‘then‘appear ! - How disinte:
rested ! :And how much would they resemble the Son
of. man-who - became. mcamate, 1ot {0 hemmlstered
ontd but'to minister. . Christians, if the&e remarks ara
founded in-trath,.then: how-impetatively binding is the
duty of benevolerice ? and.bow much evil might have
been prevented--had: it been always ‘practised in the
Church.

. .. I SHALL BRING FOR\‘NRD SUCH MOTIVES, " AS
MAY TEND, BY THE BLFSSH\G or Gob,: TG LEAD YOU
TO ITS PERFORMANCE. -

). Consider what Jesus Christ hath-done for you!
For yoir be became man. Although he-was incom-
prehensibly ﬂch, yet. for- your sukes -he became
poor:.and in_ accomplishing your redemption he
gave -his ‘bick to the smiters—cheerfully submitted
to the loss- of: ‘Teputation—to the odium - of -cruci:
fixion, and 1o the pain'of -dying on the cross. . Do
you think that he asks too mach, when he requires
you {0 consegcrate to hig service and.glory the pro-
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perty .ol which.he hath made you stewards r When
vour case came hefore him, and he forsaw that satis-
[action could not be made to divine justice, and your
salvation procured without an immense outlay of
suffering,—did he evinece any unwillingness to sub-
mit to the humiliation and sulterings which he knew
he must encounter, or was he unwilling to pay the
whole price 7 Or after enduring a part of the chas-
tisement due to your transgressions, did he mani-
fest any symploins of retraction or give the least
indication of unwillingness to go the whole length
of suffering which the claims of divine justice re-
quired ? You are too well acquainted with his life,
and with the circamstances attending bis wondrous
and unparalleled death, to believe that he desired to
keep back part of the price.  Go then to the history
of ll!:: life! Go to the trying and never-to-he forgot-
ten scene of Calvary.—Behold ! the man of sorrows
opening his veins and his beart, that his blood
might atone for your sin.  He asks you “ to feed the
poor” with your wealth,—you are unwilling.—Go
then, 1 say again to the cross, and tell us whether
he has deserved this at your hands ? W hat is your
repiy 7 Let it be ingennous ; let it be well digested,
and then you cannot hut say,—

“ Were the whole realin of nature mine,
'That were a present far too smull ;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life my all.”

2. Consider the immense good which will result
from the praclice here enjoined. \We camnot fully
estimate the amount of good which will be done to
the family-—to the church, and to the world. Eter-
nity only can fully declare it. Something however
might be known in time, enough to operate upon
a benevolent mind. 1t will confer upon our fellow
creatures positive good, hoth of a temporal and
spiritual kind. Supposing a Christian worth £2000,
per annum, and the mouey be requires for the use of
his family, to be £100 per anrum, or perhaps £700
this gentleman feels that he is bound to devote the
rest 1o God and to his ceneration. Then should
£100 a year serve his familv; he has £1900 for be-
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nevolent purposes, Thus many poor people would
be gladdened by his- bounty, and who can say,
how many sinners might hear or read the worit
of God—and be saved through the medium of
his liberality 7 In this way be might win souls,
and then what pleasure would he fecel in this
approprialion of his wealth 7 incomparably more
than could be experienced in adding house to
house and field to field; such a man would
enjoy the luxury of which Job speaks: ¢ When
the ear heard me, then it blessed me: and
when the eye saw me it gave withess to me,
because 1 delivered the poor that cried, and the
fatherless, and him that had noneto help him. The
blessing of him that was ready {o perish came on
me: And I caunsed the widows heart to sing forjoy.™t
Who can read these verses without admiring the
benevolence of which they treat, or without having
his soul filled with holy ardour, longing 1o enjoy si-
milar feelings and honours.

Your liberality would not only do good by confer-
ing positive benefit upon others, by yielding yourselves
great delight ; but, also by stimulating others to copy
your example.

3. A regard lo your own clernal happiness should
induce you to exercise this duty. [ do not say that
you can merit eternal happiness by it. Nay ihis can-
not be merited by your obedience to any, or all, of the
commands of Christ. Yet we are not authorized to
tell you that you shall have eternal lile, if you disobey
them. On the confrary, we assert that Christ is the
author of eternal salvation to all them that obey him.
And it is one of the invariable evidences of true obedi-
ence, that it yields to, and embraces «ll the commands
of Christ, even those which are the most unfashionable
and difficult, and which require the greatest sacrifices.

I would remind you with all seriousness that your
condemnation or salvation will he determined at the
last day by an appeal to your liberality : ¢ Then shall
the King say unto them on his right hand, Come ye
blessed of my Father inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world. Tor I was
an hungered and ye gave me meat. I was thirsty and

t Jobh 20, 11---13. o
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ye gave me drink. 1 was a stranger, and ye took me
. Naked, and ye clothed-me. I was sick, and ye
visited me. I was in prison, and ye came unfo me.”
And we are informed why Christ will adopt this mode
of expression : ¢ Verily, I say unto you, In as much
as ye have done if unto one of the least of these mvy
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Let us now pro-
ceed to ponder the awful sentence which shall pass
upon those who have neglected Christ in the persons
of his poor members: ¢ Then shall he say unto them
on his left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, inlo ever-
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. For
I was an bungered, and ye gave me no meat: I was
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger,
and ye took me notin: naked, and ye clothed mi
not : sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not,”* &c.
“ Verily, 1 say unto you, In as much as ye did £ not
to one of the least of these, ye did it not {o me. And
these shall go away into everlasling punishment : but
the righteous info life eternal.”* Let these solemn
words he viewed in connection with our {ext, and then
say whether you are likely to escape perdition, uule:s:
you comply with the Saviour’s injunction ?

In conclusion,—

1. I'rom what has been said, Christians may leamn
how to employ their wealth.

(1.) They are not required to give away what should
clothe and feed their families. St. Paul says, ¢ For
the children ought not to lay up for the parents, hut
the parents for the children.'*+

- (2.) Theyarenotrequired {ogive away what is neces-
sary {or carrying on their trade or worldly business.
For Christianity was not designed to injure the inte-
rests of trade and commerce. It must of course he lelt
with every Christian to determine for himself, how
much capital he ought to invest in trade ; and if he
should err, through an avaricious spirit, there is a4 God
in heaven who judgeth righieously, and to his own
Master we leave him, But after the wanis of the
family are supplied, and provision is made for carrying
on trade, the remaining part of a Christian’s property
should be benevolently employed.

2. [f the duty which we bave considered does not
apply to the rich in all cases, then, it is obvious, that

e B — il

’ i“ﬂlt. }EKV, 34"'461 1' Ed GOI’. !{ii, 14.
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Christianity undermines itself, A Christian mmist be
just, sober, and blameless; consequently, he will be
respected for his morality,—men will have confidence
In him, his trade will prosper through his care and
attention, and his riches will increase, especmll} as he
is not at liberty to squander them in dissipation. Thus
if Christians are not. hound to devote their riches to
God, then wealth must accumulate. But we have seen,
in one part of this discourse, that riches are very dan-
gerous, and expose their po=se.-_~sor to many temptations,
consequently, if, alter a man is converied, he may grow
rich under the sanction of the Christian rellglon ‘then
as riches tend to viliale his mind, and drown him in
‘“ destruction and perdition,” Christianity first saves
and then destroys, and thus trains up men within itself
to its own hurt. But, on the contrary, if Christians
are not allowed by the laws of their religion to amasg
wealth, but are obliged to employ it in henevolent pur-
poses, then does their religion provide for ils own
growih and purity, and also the blessedness of its sub-
jects: for it is more blessed to give than fo receive,—

“ Give,”” said the Saviour, ¢ and it shall be given unto
you; good measure pressed down, shaken together
and running over, shall men give info your bosom.”

3. 'We may fearn from this subject, the necessity of
regencration. © A good man oul of the goud treasure
of the bLeart bringeth forth good things; and an evil
man out of lhe evil treasure bringeth forth evil
things,”* If man’s depraved heart is not purified by
faith,—if he does not believe in the éfficacy of tho
blood of Christ to cleanse from all sin,—and if his sins
are not washed away, and his Jove of gelf and sin rooted
ouf, and new principles implunted, he will remain
in h,is sins, and be unwilling to adopt the benevolent

ractice recommended in this discourse. 1t is only
from those who are horn again—horn of the ‘:} irit—
that we expect the exhibition of the fruits of the SPpirit,
The good tree, and the good {ree only, brings lorth
good Truit. Let the tree be made rood, and the Fiuit
will be nood also. Let the heart be rurrencr;ﬂed, and
the life will be replemshed and adorned with all the
Irulis of holiness. = This brings me to ohzerve,—

. That our s'lhjwt nay Gl'l:ll)le us to mcertam at

le'lst one reason why-so few rich ﬂm: are religions.—

e el —
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The gospel calls for a sacrifice, which they are un-
willing o make, and which, if they did make, they
would incur the charge of singularity. Holy and be-
nevolent living is a rare thing among the wealthy part
of the community, especially in this country. I will
only refer to one fact, in proof of this remark, viz:
The state of religion among the legislators of this coun-
try. Itlis difficult to obtiin a rehgmua Parliamen-
tary representative, especially if one is needed, whose
political seitiments are liberal. The few religious re-
presentatives, that have appeared in this comntry, by
some strange fatality, have been opposed to those mea-
sures which are now almost universally regarded as of
the greatest importance to the prosperity and well-heing
of this great empire. Whether this may be accounted
~ {or, on the principal of their education, or whether the
connection at present subsisting between the church
and state, furnishes a reason for it, we stay not {o in-
quire. Certain it is, that in America, there are far
more religious men connected with civil government
than in our own country. But one thing is apparent.
““ When the age 15 marked by strong and striking: fea-
tures of depmvli} s when every species of mn'enult)
and industry is encouraged, but that which is emplov-
ed in the work of him that seut us; when every ex-
cellence of character is esteemed and admired hut the
beauties of holiness; when wealth, and splendour, and
pleasure, and power, and fame, are the objects of uni-
versal pursuit : it is no wonder that the love of many
waxes cold, and that the fire of heaven, which warms,
and melts, and purifies the hearts of the true disciples
and friends of Christ is extinguished.”

Rich men are not religious, because they are pur-
suing the phantoms ol worldly wealth and glory.—
They are too busy with the things of time to attend to
those of eternity. They are too ‘much set upon making
provision for their own bodies, to atiend to the bodies
and souls of others, Oh'! !hat they would moderate
their earthly attachments, and pray with ‘Agar, ¢ Give
me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food
convenient for me, lest 7 be Tall and deny thee, and
say who is the Lord 7 &e.*

Rich men, behold the reason of your irrelin'ion : you
are not l‘E’]Iﬂ‘lOllb hecause youare “full 3 you mav

* Prov. 30, §...9.
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follow Christ and have treasure in heaven ; hut no man
~—no angel can ever alter the terms ; * Sell whatso-
ever thou hast and give to the poor.”

. 1fthe doctrine which you have now heard dis-
cusced is the doctrine of the Bible, there can he no
reasonable objection against it. Does one ask ¢ what
will become of my“children 2" The answer is, yon must
provide for them according {o the directions of the
apostle.t Does another say, what will become ot
me when [ am old, who will support me then?*
If the church do her duty she will support youn, and
if not? If her present comparative selfishness con-
tinue 3 should you live tn old age which is uncertain,
God can and will support you. The kingdom ot
heaven you have sought, and he has promised you all
other things. He way provide for you through the
medium of your children or Christian friends. And
what if you should be exposed to want, and to death,
will there he no honour in dying a martyr {or charity 7
I would as soon die a martyr for charity as lor any
other virtue.

6. In what disposition are you now, about to go
away ? The young man to whom our text was address-
ed, “went away sorrowful for he had great posses-
sions.” He did not call in question the wisdom of
the command : he did not deride the Saviour, or im-
pugn the justice of the requisition : he saw that it was
good : hut his love of money prevailed, and prevented
him from following out his convictions. Do not go
away I intreat you, sefling at nought Christ’s words
or making light of them : this would indicate a very
depraved and unbelieving soul. Do not go away
“ sorrowful,” except you sorrow for your past sins
after a godly sort: but go away to search the Scrip-
tures—to believe the Scrlplures—-to obey the Secrip-
tures, and thus to enjoy the favour of God: the ap-
probation of your own consciences : and finally ¢« eter-
nal life ;** for which, may Almighty God, in infinite
mercy, daily prepare you, through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen.

L e o =,

1 8See 2d Cor. 12, 14,

FINIS,



