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EVIL IN THE WORLD, &c.

Ary persons of a reflecting mind must al-
low that crror has been perpetuated in the
Chureh through the medinm of education
and other circumstances; doctrines and
theories of men having obtained, as though
they were the commandments of the Lord.
Accordingly, we find an admixture of trath
and crror abounding everywhore.  So
much Las been taken on trust, and so few
have judged it necessary to “iry all things,”
tliat probahilitics constantly pass for reali-
ties; and pride and arrogance ave charged
on those who would judge for themselves,
or conscientiously differ from {he learned,
or popilar divines. There s a “vox po-
puly,’ and a certain fashion, which govern
as much the professing Chureh as the eir-
cles of the world

There was a time when neithes gollofe
nov lucrative situations, nor yét;worldly.'
patronage, were deemed necesshiy foviiHe:- |
gervice of the sanctuary. Poo _s{]l_e‘r
and tent-makers, in the power of: 1
rit, evangelized and swayed the M'Ll'l"@]}’es
The role and miniséry which now previil
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savour mote of the pride and glovy of the
flesh than of the truth and encrgy of the
Spivit of God,  The adornings of human
wisdem, earial music, fine buildings, and
carthly power and protension, ecoupy a
place never given to them in the New Tes-
tament.  Of the apostles it was remarked
that they were nulearncd and ignorant
men; bui it was obsceved also that they
had been with Jesus: how frequently
mizht the opposite be remarked in the pre-
scutstate of apostacy! Oune heart, and one
mind—(the wmity of the Spirit)—charac-
terized the Church at Pentecost; the world
and mere professors were kept outside;
God was too near for either; “Of the rest
durst no maa join; but believers were the
more added;” both these classes may nosw
be found lodged in the very heart of what
iy called the Church. And yet we are
told that things are doing so well and pros-
pecets are so bright, that & Millennium may
shortly he expected out of this supposed
prosperous state.  If divisions without
limit—sectarianism close and narvow, with
pride and worldliness, are ha,ppv omens ;
then ave we on the very eve of this imagi-
pary Millenninm. Feom this ever-flow ino
iou' tain of disecord, heresy, and {hvlsmu

we ave told that healing streams are How-

ing forth whieh cre louu' will fructify and
e"a.u;;chfc tLe whole world. A new thing

is come to pass; a religious Babel is 6
produce a temple of ovder and beauty.
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Non-acgnaintance with the word of God,
and with the truth of present cirenmstan~
ces, or & blind-folded and willing ignorance,
may credit such o statement; hut [ belisve
that a better knowledye of the Seriptures
ol truth would show it to be a strong de-
Ingion, ‘There is this striking incomsistency
in many who are cherishing these views:
the propriety of prophetic enguiry is de-
nied hy them, yet statoments ave boldly
made, which cannot otherwise be ascer-
tained. Some are so sunk in the depths of
selfishness, that selvelion appears to them
to be the only consideration. Propheey to
such is an unnecessary work of the Spirit
of God. I they get te Heaven, every
question for them is settled; they bave no
desive to know the things that are re-
vealed, “and the things which arve {reely
given;" nov yot the purposes of God for
the glorifying of His Son, His people, and
His creation, through Him, The evils
which result from the delnsive hopes (as 1
verily believe them to be,) which are thus
Leld [orth, are more than can be calenlated.
Instead of the Church being roused from
its lethargy by the ary of “Behold, the
Bridegroom cometh,” it is led to think
ihat it is not sleeping at all, and that the
Bridegroom is not approaching. Instead
of the professing Church being warned by
the awfnl gimilitudes under which its de-
clension is prophetically described, such
as the parable of the wheat and tares, and
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the plain statement of the mystery of ini-
guity, which was to continne in full and
inerersing foree, till if iy destroyed by the
personal appearing of the Lord in ¢ Haning
fire” and in “ vengeance ;' instead of heing
thus warned of approaching judgment, it
is continually putling itself up with the
prospect of millennial blessing on carth,
mtraduced by its own cilorts: often too
this hope is held out as the atiraction and
stimulnas to service—rather than the per-
sonal glory of the Loxd and the Leavenly
inhervitance; and thus the Chuveh is led to
glovy in the work of its own bands—ma-
king much of all its service, as though it
was just about to accomplish its work of
bringing in its imaginary spiritnal Millen-
ninm. But a little closer inspection serves
to shew that tlos is all a vision of its own
creation. Instead of the world being plainiy
told of the iniguity which is to close its
history at the end of the present age—
when all its powers, civil and and ecclesi-
astical, shall be confederated together
against the Lord and His Christ—and of
their judgment, and the Lord's glory and
kingdom which shall ensue, it 1s told to
listen to the delusive tale of “peace, peace,”
and not of the “sudden destruction” which
15 at hand.

The Scriptures ate as plain as the sun
that shines, {if men will oniy. attend to
them} as to the continuance and growth
of the evil and apostacy (which cven set
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in, in the days of the apostles) nntil the
second coming of our Lord and Saviour,
without any intermediate or differcnt state
of things. 1llis retura is the only anchor
of hope—the only desired and assured ha-
vew of rest nid peace for all the discrder
and misrule in Chrch and State, at home
and abroad. The suppression of evil-—the
time when the saints will be avenged of
their adversurics—the glovification of their
bodies—the mecting with thelr departed,
and all their hrethiren—their manifestation
in glovy—the Jews’ retwun and happy re-
scttlement in their native land—creation
delivered from its present bondage and
corruption, consequent on the fall of man
—1I say, all these long desired and ever to
he swished for events await the return of
Him who is the Redeemer, the heir of all
things.

Till then the Church is in sorrow—com-
ing up ithvough the wilderness—iempted
and denled—persecuted like its Master—
Satan reigns as God of the world (or of
this age, Gr.) prince of the power of the
air, the spirit which worketh in the chil-
dren of disobedience. But then he will be
expelled from heaven, laid hold of on ecarth,
and chained n the pit.  Satan will be ab-
sent; Jesus will be present. 'This is indeed
God's Millenniom.

When these things shall be, T know not;
but of this I feel assured, that present
prospects should be to us the forchodings,
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not of what the skilial hand of man will
catse to end in blessing, but of what he
wiil tm to evil. We may indeed reach the
hoar of midnight, and find things involved
in thickest darkness; but it is our privi-
lege to look beyend it all, and see “ihe
rising of the Sun of Rightecusness,” by
whom the darkness sball be dispelled
which now overspreads the earth, which
may grow thicker and thicker, until Ilis
glory becomes the happy substitute,

My object is vot to enter vpen the de-
tails connected with the second coming
and reigu of our Lord, but to shew (rom
sevipture testimony the conflnuance of evil,
through this present dey of grace, up fo that
weriod—that the end will he the darkest

our—that this will call for the coming of
Jesus, and the judgments of God--and
that, after that wili be the veign of righ-
icousness.

The Lordin Ilis parable of the “sower,”
(Mutt. xiil,) nowhere asserts that the word
sown would produce tniversal blessing or
reception. I read of the seed which fell
on a smail part only coming to perfection :
thus we learn that, during the peviod to
which this parable hus an application, the
sced sown on three parts produced ne fruit;
those parts comprised under the descrip-
tion of stony ground hearers—wayside—
and those who receive among hriers and
thorms—swhich aye, according to our Lord's
torcling, the largest portion. In other
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words, we see that an election only helieve,
or are taken ont. Andin like manner, the
Lord deseribes the moval charvacter of this
age by the figurve of two roads, the one the
broad road, which leadeth to destruction,
along which the many go; and the other
the narrow road to eternal life, which bnt
Jewfind,  In the nexé parable (batt. xlil.)
we {ind Satan becomesasower also: “Bud
while men skept, his enemy sowed taves
among the wheat, and went his way.”
The yuestion the servants put was, Should
they go and gather them up? but le
{the heascholder) said, ¥ Nay, lest while
ve gather up the tares, yeo root up also the
wheat. with them. Let hoth grow toge-
ther to the harvest, and in the time of bar-
vest I will say to the rcapers, Gather yec
together fivst the taves, and bind them in
bundles {0 harn them; hut gather the
wheat into my bharn.” In verse 40 we
have the Lord’s mterpretation © < As there-
fore the tares are gatherod and buned in the
fire, 0 shall it be In the end of this world”
(or age, Gr.) This parable, with our Liord's
interpretation, settles, in great measure,
the whole quu-.tinn Tares veiain in the

field, that is, the world, to the end of this
age; they ave not converted through ihe
gospel, nor broughtiniomillenuial blessing,
but galhered and burnt at the harvest:

«Then shall the righteous shine forth:”

for at that time Jesus wilt come.  We are
told in Col. iit. 4, “When he shall appear,
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ihen we shall appear with Him in gloxy.”
I remark furthier, that the things which of-
fend arve taken sway, not as spiritual mil-
lenarians teach, by the preaching of the
gospel, but by judgment: “And shall
cast them (the things that offend) into a
furnace of fire,” versc 42.

It is generaily admitted that the ¢ whore
of Babylen” mentioned in Rev. xvii. refers
to the corrupt church, or @ portion of it
What is Ler end? precisely the same a3
the tares; not peace, but judgment (verse
16:) “ And the ten hoens whizh thou saw-
est upon the boeast, these shall hate the
whore, and make her desolate and naked,
and shall eat her flesh and burn her with
fire.” Ave woe then to expect peace and
prosperity at the tcrmination of this tre-
mendous apoestacy? We read further, that
these kings who do this werk of judgment
under the will of the Liord, give their king-
dom to the beast, verse 17, We find apos-
tacy further spoken of in Revelation. It
is needless te define which is the ecclesi-
astical, and which the civil; but this may
be plainly shewn, that whatever the sym-
bols represent, the end is seen to be more
evil than the beginning, and jndgment is
alike the end of all.  All things which of-
fend and do iuiyuity are thus, as taught by
our Lord (in the parable before velevred to,)
taken out of his kingdom,

In the 13th chapter of Revelation we
get, from verse 1—10, the description of
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the beast; his persecutions and blasphe-
mies are there detailed. Afterwards we
got a description of another heast called
the false prophet, ¢l xvi. 13: This second
beast serves as a helper to the fivst in all
his iniguities, In the 13th we sce him
perseenting the saints, and causing all to
receive the mark of the heast; power in
fact s given him (the fivst beast) over all
kindreds, tongnes, and nations. We learn
also, verse 8: “And all that dwell upon
the earth ghall worship him, whose names
are not written in the book of life of the
Lamh ;" all, both simall and great, rich and
poor, bond and lree, veceive hls mark.
Here we find a #rinity in unity of iniquity,
coming out at the end of this age after
Satan hatd been cast out of the hca,vens
which is spoken of in the previous chapter.
The 14th and 15th also speaks of judgments,
seven vials, &c. In the 16th we find three
spirvits going forth, s it to establish con-
version, and bring in righteousness? Nay:
“They are spirits of devils working mira-
cles, which go forth unte the kings of the
earth to gather them to ihe battle of that
great day of God Almighty.” In the 17th
we find the ten kings making war with
the Lamb; the 18th shews the judgment
on Babylon; in the 19thwe get the supper
of the Great (God—a conilict which denotes
dreadful judgment: and after, the beast
and false prophet are both cast alive inio a
lake of fire, and Satan chained in the pit.
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Then comes the blessed result, the rcign
af Christ with Ilis saiuts for 1000 years,
Hev, xx,

What else do the seven seals, seven
trompets, seven vials, import, but judg-
ment after judgment? Even this does not
lead men to vepent: * Neither repented
they of their murders, sorceries, fornica-
tiong, or thefts,” see chap. ix, 21,

We do find the end of these judgments
will issua in blessing to those who areleft,
alier the day of vengealce is over,

In Isaiab 1ki 2, we have two periods
spoken of-the acceptable year, and the
day of vengeance-  Jesus proclains both;
the first He has done in pevson, sce Luke
iv. Itisin this poriod we now are, sce
2 Cor. vi. The day of vengeance is the
next pericd, and is not yet, but awaits His
personal coming. The revelation speaks
of the judicial events of this day, see also
Isa. Ixil. A thivd period is the thousand
vears which we find in Rev, xx.  If these
three periods ave kept in view, much light
will be thrown on prophecy. The reign
and glory of Christ, as Lovd of all, is al-
ways referred Lo as that which inmediately
succeeds these judgments, or the day of
vengeance. When the six seals of judg-
moent are opencd, we flnd (Rev. vil, 9 to
the end) a redecmed host saying with a
loud woice, *Salvation to cur God which
sitteth upon the throne, and uate the
Lamb.” Indeed the blessinzs of the re-
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deemed referred to in this chapter, ave in
conncetion with the reign of Christ, and
are mentioned after judgment on iniquity
had done its work, In the 11th chapter
thie same tenth is maintained. When the
seven trumpels sound, which are all con-
nected with judgment, the following results
take place, stated in verses 15.-17: “ And
the seventh angel sounded, and there were
great voices in ]1e‘wcu, saying, The king-
doms of this world are become the king:
doms of our Lord and ol His Christ; and
He shall reion for ever and ever. And the
four and twenty elders which sat before
God on their seats fell upon their faces and

worshipped God; saying, We give thee
thanks, O Lord God Ahmrrhtv, which art,
and w ast, ond art to come; hecause ‘i,aon.
hast taken to thee thy grent power and
hastreigned.” This i in fact Christ’'s mil-
Iennial glory. The former {chap. vil.) was
the puruon ‘of the redeenied more particu-
farly, Now He tafes His great power and
reigns.,  And wot il then do the kingdoms of
this world become His. Now they are so n
title ; then they will be so in possession and
rule.

On Satan’s being cast dowy, in {he next
¢hapter, a Toud voice saysin heaven, “Now
is come salvation and strength and the
kingdom of our God, and the power of His
Chuist, for the acouser of our brethren is cast
down,” xix, 1—G. Alter the judgment of
the great whore, we have a great voice of
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much people in heaven, saying, ¢ Alleluia ;
Salvation, and glory, and honour, and
power unto the Lord our Ged, for truc and
righteous arc This jndgments, for He hath
judged the great whove.”

We have shewn before that the result of
the beast, false prophet, and Satan being
judged, was the bringing in of the millen~
nial reign; and on the tares being bhurnt
the rvighteous shine forth, Thus in Reve-
lation we see that the different forms which
iniquity assumes will be at their height at
the coming of Christ, and that judyment will
be the end of them all at His appearing.
It this be so, the hypothesis of things mend-
ing or of a spiritual millenninm growing
out of present things, is plainly disproved.

Iint if any, inattentive to the blessing
held out in the beginning of the book of
Revelation, “to those who read and hear
the words of that book,” should lesitate
to allow its testimony to have its proper
weight, from its supposed obseurity, let us
turn to some other portious of the word
of God, which ave not written in symboli-
cal language, and therelove more easily un-
derstood.

We have in 2 Thess, il. a picture given
of the conrse of this age. We there see,
that if any alteration n the state of things
talies place, it is nof for the botter, hut for
the worse. The mystery of iniguity (says
the apostle) “doth already work.” 'This
was 1o make way for the man of sin, which
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seems to be the same as the beast spoken
of in Rey. xiit. Fearfully deseriptive is the
iniquity there descrihed —% All power,
“signy, and Iying wounders, and with all de-
ceivableness of uurighteousness iu them
that perish, because they reccived not the
love of the trath that they might be saved.
And for this cause (God shall send them
strong delusion, that they should helieve a
lie, that they all wmight hedamued who he-
lieved not the trutl, hut bad pleasure in
unurightecnsness.” Mostimportant, on the
points we arve now considering, is the apos-
tle’s teaching herc—
1st, “Iniyunity waxes worse and wovse.”
“The mystery 7 began to work in his day;
and this we find suceeeded not by a better
but by a worse state of things, even the
“man of sin,” in whom will be a full heap-
ing up of intquity ; and he is destroyed by
the Lord at His coming— whom the Lord
shall conswme with the gpivit of His mouth,
and destroy with the brightness of His
coming,” or presenee (perousia).
ad, Those whoe did not receive the love

of the truth shall e damned, and overtaken
in this delusion, as a judgment from God,
and not, as some imagine, converted to the
truth.*

¥ If the two Epistles to the Thessalonians
be examined with veference to this subjeet and
the coming of our Lowd, it will be found to per-
vade them throughout, It is spoken of in the
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The gross and worldly character of this
agze is further shewn by oar Lord in Matt,
xviv. He compares the days of Noah to
this time, and tire coming in of the feod to
His own coming— 8o shall also the com-
ing of the Son of man be.” Did things
mend under Noah ? his testimony was bold
and faithful. The new werld was brought
in by judgment—so will the world to come,
Faithful snen may go forth inte the field as
did Noah, but the tares will continne still.
They may cry alond against sin and world-
liness, but, as in the days of Noah, men
will pursue their heedless apd ungodly
path, till sudden destruction (as belore
shewn) overtakes them; and such was
Paul's expectation, for e had the mind of
his Mastor in these things, lle never
ceased to warn men of them,

Look at his last and waming address to

first cpistie, ¢h. i, 9, 105 . 14 dil. 18 ; iv.
13, 19; v, 1.—7, 23, In ihe whole of these
passages the Lord’s personal conung is spoken
of as the hope of the elmreh. In the second
epistle the subject is resumed ; in ¢h. 1. 7—12
it is spoken of as the time at which the chuveh
shiall have rest (verse 7), and her enwinies
“vengennee U (verse 8) 5 and in eh i I—10
they were told, that until that time {hey were
nob to Jook fov rest, but only the abounding of
iniquity. To say that it is net the same com-
ing throughout that is spoken of, is suvely tri-
fling with the word of Gud, and bending it to
male it snit some systern of our own.
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the charch at Ephesus, Acts xx. He fore-
boded dark thiugs, "is true, but i was
needful— For I know thet after my de-
parture shall grievous wolves enier in
among vou, not sparing the fock; also of
your own selves shiall men avise, speaking
perverse things to dvaw awny disciples
after them.” He advises Timothy of the
apostacy, that he might warn othevs.——1
Tim. iv. 16, “ If thou put the Lrethren in
remembrance of these things, thon shalt
be a good minister of Jesus Clrist.” Read
this and the third chapter of his second
epistle— This kuow also, that in the last
deys perilous times shall come.”  “DBut
evil men and seducers shall was worse and
worse, deeclving and being deceived.”

On this head we find other apostles
writing: ses 2 Pk il 1, “ But there were
falsc prophets also among the people, cven
as there shall be false teachers among you,
who privily shall bring m damnahle here-
sies, even denying the Lord that bought
them, and bring upon themselves swift de-
stivetion.” This chapter throughount speaks
of apostacies ove after another, and holds
forth no other hape for such buf judegment;
for if God sparved not the ansels that sin-
ned,” the old world, Sodem and Gomorrah,
&c. These judgments ave types or ¥oex-
amples (ver, 6} unto those that after should
live ungodly” of the judgments which
await apostacy, and not of millennial hles-
sedness.  He also speaks of scolfors (clhap.
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iii,) denying the promise of Iis coming.
Jobn deelarcs that in his day there weve
many antichrists, as well as ke antichrist
which was to come. If evil was not kept
ont in the days of the apostles, and at
other glerions cpochs, but waxed worse
and worse, how much less ave we to expeet
the suppression of cvil now through the
feeble efforts of the men of these days.

I think it has now bheen plainly shewn
that the end of future and present aposta-
cies, whether eivil or ecelesiastical, will he
only judgment, (and this is in keeping with
all former apostacies)—that the moral cha-
racter of this age is only evil—* the course
of this world ”—that nothing short of
judgment will cleanse the kingdom and
make way for the reign of Christ, and that
the Saviour will reach His throne and
kingdom as David did, through the path
of judgment——that Ile will mect His focs
in personal conflict at flieir highest strength,
and set them aside for ever by His WORD,
“the sword which proceedeth out of His
mouth.”

I wwonld now shortly look atb Scripture
testimony :—

1st, In reference to the internal condition
of the Cnuscsn, from the days of the apos-
tle to the coming of Christ; and—

24, In veference to the sorrow and frial
from withont whiclit was to have till then,
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during its pilgrimage, both of them being
intimately connected with the former sub-
jeet.

The seven chrches present n sad picture
of failure and apostaey. The hope which
the Lord beld forth fo those who would
overgome was, 1o sit on his throne, (that
is, millennial, see chap. xx. 4,) even as he
was set down on the Father’s, chap. iii. 21,
The parabic of the ten virgins exbibits all
as slecping till the ery of the bridegroom’s
approach avwakens them, (‘men slept, the
enemy scwed tares.”)  “'The form ot god-
liness withont the power!” ¢ Because
mmiquity shall abonnd; the love of many
shall'wax cold.” T would only add, that
while direct stntements are made as to the
growth, and terwmination by judgment, of
the apostacy, we find no intimation of a
restoration of the dispensation at sll. Such
an idea Is contrary to all aualogy., God
hias ever brought in a new one, after ths
failare of the previous one has heen made
manifest. Iis plan is not to sew a new
picee on an old garment.

The virgius {ell aslecp {Matt, xxv.}, and
the nufaithiul sevvant ate and dreank with
the drnnlen, when they lost the sense of
their Lord’s retarn, Mat. xxiv. 48. Inthis
we se¢ the practical value of the doctrine.

Sach being the state of things in the
world, and in the professing church, sorrow
and trial can only fill the hearts of the
Lord’speople. The Lord presented nothing
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else hefore His disciples: sorrow and humi-
lintion was to be theiv povtion during His
personal absence. In the ordinance of His
Supper we are plainly tanght this. It is
His death we arve there called upon to shew
forth—and that until He should come,—
“Fovas olten as ye eatthis hread and drink
this cup, ve do sliew the Lord's death until
He come,” 1 Cor. xi- 26, When He appears,
the church appears with its Lovd in glory.
Till then it is His deally, and not Flis glo-
¥, we are to commemorate. We are to
bear about in the body the dying of the
Lord Jesus, 2 Cor, iv, 10.

The Bridegroom being removed, the
children of the bridechambier must fast, but
only mitil His retwun., Thus we can un-
derstand why the saints are called npon
not to be conformed fo the wovid, {(Rom,
xi. 2;) why they have been delivered out
of it, (Gal.i. 4;) why they ave not to love
the things that ave in it. I John il 5.
“In the world ye shall have tribnlation.”
John xvi 33. I it he asked, how long
was such a state of things to last, the an-
swer is, uniil the new dispensation, which
the Lord Himself shall at His retwm ring
in, as has already been shewn. In John
xiv., the Lord comiorts His sorrowing dis-
ciples with the promise of His veturu, and
“If T go and prepare a place for you, T will
come agrin and veceive you fo myself, that
where I am, theve ye may be also.” How
strikingly illustrative of all this are the
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Lowd's words in chap. xvi, from verse 19
te the end—* Verily, verily, Isay nnto you,
that ye shall weep and lament, but the
world shall rejoice, and ye shall be sorrow-
fil.” Wiy this sorvow? Jesus was to be
absent. Why the world’s joy? Just for
the same veason.  How long was the
charch to have sorrow? Owr Lond's words
tell: = Andye now therefore have sorrow ;
but I will see you again”  Thie will ter-
minate the Church’s sorrow and the workl's
joy, as I have befove shewn.  If we suller
with Him, (this being our path now,) we
shall also veign with Ilim. 2 Thm, b 12,
The latter clanmse is plainly {uteve. This
view also appears in Rom. viil. 17: “If s0
be that we suffer with him that we may he
also glovified together,” This present time,
meutioned in the suceeeding verse, can onty
vefer to this dispensation of things; for
T reckon that the sufferings of this presenmt
time ave not worthy to he compared with
the glory that shall be revealed in vs. Tn-
deed, the Chureh’s frial through suffering
has an important practical use in reflerence
to the succeeding (I would say millennial)
dispensation, sce 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18; 1 Pet,
16, 7. If it be true that the Church is to
reign with Chyist, and to be glovited fo-
gether, T cannot see how the reign can
take place before the completion of the
church, whieh is now bat in progress; nor
yet how snffering and reigning can he
sald to exist together, Even all creation,
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which is now groaning, waits for the mau-
ifestation of the sons of God, Rom, viit. 10.
Panl sought to know Jesus in the power
of His rvesurrection and in the fellowship of
His sufferings. ‘I'he Church’s fellowship
Leing now connected with Christ more es-
pecially in snifering, and not yet in glory,
our bodies must be changed before either
our groans ov sorrows end. Thercfore
must Jesus come for this purpose, sce
Rom. viil. 23; 2 Cor. v. 1; xv. 52; Phil.
i, 20.

Without referring to many seriptares, I
sce throughout all the epistles, the Revela-
tion, and indeed T may say throughout all
the Scriptures, the coming of Jesus to he
the hope set hefore the Church. Now the
saiuts arve partakers of Ilis sullering, but
ihen of His glory: “Beloved, think it not
sivange concerning the fiery trial which is
to try you, as though some strange thing
happened unte you; but rejoice inasmuch
as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings,
that when His glory shall be revenled yo may
be glad also with exceeding joy, L Pet. iv.
12, 13. &ece also chap. 1. 6, 7; il, 21—23;
iii. 14—18.

I have poinied ount {from the New Testa-
ment that judgment awalts the existing
state of things, and not blessing, but after-
wards will he the glorious reign of the Mos-
siah. This 1s abundantly shewn forth in
the Old Testament Seriptures. We have
the beast in chap. vil. of Daniel given to
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the burning flame, Afterwards we read
there was given him (the Son of man, hy
the Ancientof days) demivion, and ﬂ'lorv
and a kingdom, thai all pcople, lldtlol’h,
and languages, should serve him. The
saints of the Most ITTigh afterwards take
the kingdom conjoiutly with the Lord,
verse 18,

Joel il 1-3, 16-18. It is evident this
prophecy is unfnlfilled, and can only have
its fulfilment at the time of Israel’s final
and complete restoration.

Zech.1.18-21. The horns havescattered
Jerusalem, bul the work of the four car-
penters is not yet, Jerusalem lies trodden
down during the time of the Gentiles.
These carpeuters shall fray and cast out
the horus of the Gentiles, and Israel shall
have the dominion.  “For the nation and
kingdom swhich will not scrve thee (Ivracl)
shall perish.”” Twa. Ix. 12,

Isaiah Ixiii. presents the day of ven-
geance, the year of the Lord’s Jewish re-
deemed being come, (sce verse 7 to cnd;)
and thus we find the Lord stuined with the
blood of their enemics, see Zech. xii, and
xiv.

The 24th Tsalah is a conclusive chapter
on this subject. The whele chapter exhi-
bits nothing but judgment on its objcets.
Then we have the Lord reigning in Mount
Zion, and beforc His ancients gloviously.

There are two passages in popular use,
as having reference to the millennial state,
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the first in Isalabh xi, 9: “For the carth
shall be fill of the knowledge of the Tovd
ag the waters cover the sea”” It will be
clearly secu that the previous chapters im-
port awfal and final judgment on all the
enentics of Jmdah, aud this one spealis of
the veign of Christ, aad concludes with
lilening the latter day of Isvacl’s retnrn to
their former exodus out of Egypt.  With-
ont dwelling farther on these important
verses, I would only say fhat it wonld be
impossible, without excessive straining, o
shew that the things referred to will be
brought to pass by missionary and other
labours. Isvael's former exodus was ia
connexion with awful judgments on the
Egyptians, who would bold them in bond-
ave. The gospel was not the means of
their deliversnce as far as their enemies
were concerned. Mie, vii. 15,

The second common millennial passage
is in 1lab, il 14: “For the earth shall be
filled with the knowladge of the Lovd as
the waters cover the sea.”  Itis quiteevi-
dent that this prophecy connects itself with
the second coming of Churist.

We have these words in verses 3 and 4
“ FFor the vision is yet for an appointed
time, but at the end it shall speak and not
lic: thoneh it tarey, wail for it; because it
will surely come; it will not tarry, Be-
hold, his soul which is lifted np Is not np-
right in him; but the just shall live by his
faith,” The vislon is called 1r. In Hceh,

%
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X. 37, 35, n applying this Scriptuzre to
Christ, the Spivit says vr, and uses it as an
unfuifilled Scvipture when it says, “For
yet o libtle while, and He that shall come
will come, and will not tarey.”

Withont entering into the details of the
propuet’s viston, T wonkl only say, it
sponks throughout of awiul but unfulilled
judgments, which are previous to the time
when it will be {rne ““that the earth is fuil
of the glory of the Lovd.” A measure of
fulitlment as to some of the judgments,
may have talen place, but certainly the
prophecy or the vision, as [have remarked,
1s not exhausted; for he that shall come is
yet to come.

The G6th of Taaial may be also reforred
to as plaiuly teaching the Lord's judzments
on the adversaries of Isracl. Before their
restoralion, 1 verses 14, 15, 16, it is said,
‘e And when ye sec this, your heavi shall
rejoice, and your bones shall flowish like
an herb; and the hand of the Lovd shall
he known towards His servants, aml Flis
indignation towards I¥is enemics. For be-
Lold the Lord will come with #ire, and with
His chariots, like a whirlwind, to render
His anger with fury, and His rebuke with
flames of flre. For by fire and by His
sword will the Lovd plead with all flesh,
and the slain of the Lord shall be many.”
Here Eeonclude. Were T to pursue the in-
quiry further, and thus enter upon other
scriptures, T should find myself carried
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into every part; so largely are these things
borne out m the prophetic word.

It is strange, then, to hear persons who
profess 1o be Bible readers teaching that
the Gospel will of itself, wnder the Lord's
hlessing; establish what the sirong arm of
IIis judgments only will do. That the
gospel shall go into all paris in the end of
this age, I admit; but ouly for o wilness.
And it is nowhere said that a Millennium
will be the result. I ask for one passage
that asserts it.

That the Lozd will eall oué His people
from time to time is altogether trme; hut
this dispensation is no more than an elec-
tion, a ealling out from among the Gen-
tiles; awl farther, as regards those so cal-
led out, it is hut afffictive till the Lord's
return.

That the clect of God may be stivred np
yet more and more, I would hope and pray
for. The means to this end is not surely
to say, My lord delayeth His coming, but
to awaken the sleeping virgins with the
cry of His approach. Neither the filling
up of the elect number, however, nor a
revival as to its spiritnal state, has any-
thing to do with the darkness of the age,
which may he growing worse, while the
lamps of the saints may shine the brighter,
The speedy return of the bridegroom is a
wholesome and practical doctting; the
heart is led to the right object, the Lovd
Himseli—to hang on Him altogether, and



27

to become as it were indepeudent of all
human sehemes, which ave found as shift-
ing as the sand, as fleeting as the wind, and
{ull of all manner of deecivableness, If
the Seriptures which speak of MHis first
coming are to be literally taken, I see not
why the same prineiple of interpretation
shonld not govern those which speak of
His second coming. The Lord’s persom
is now at the right hand of tha Fatler,
and there 1t remains 1ill His encmies, by
Judgment, as I have shewn, are made hig
footstool, Psa, cx.; Heb. x. 13, The Spirit
is in, and ever abides with, the Church: in
this sense there is no coming and going at
all; persons confound the Spirit with the
person of the Son of Man, and death
with His glorious appearing. To those
who may say that this hope avails but lig-
tle or nothing after death, I answer, This
cannot be; for it is at that day they, with
the others, reccive their erown, 2 'Fhn. iv.
5; and their glorvified bodies, Philip. iii
20, Therefore we find saints in all ages
filled with the joy of this hope; even, as
we may say, on their death-beds, and in
times of trial. The last words of David
refer to thati day, see 2 Swn, xxiil.; Jobin
the midst of His affliction looked towards
it, Job xix, 25, 27; and so did Paunl at the
end of his counrse, 2 Tim. iv. 6, §; and
also Peicr, 2 Pet. 1, 15—21; and many
athers that might be added. More de-
pends on the issue of that day, and
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brighter hopes periain to it, than those
who have not thai blessed hope can com-
prehend.  That which gives the believer
power to say, O death, where is thy sting?
is the prospect of the day when this “cor-
ruptible shall put on meorruption, and
death 18 swallowed up in vietory,” 1 Con
xv. 34, Jesug will then present the Church
withont spot or wrinkle, Eph. v. 27. Then
it will reach the fuil measure of his stature;
his bedy complele; God's habitation com-
plete; the bride complete, and with its
Lord; and nothing shovt of all this can
be called happiness without sorrow, May
the Loxd hasten it in his time, and awaken
Tlis saints with the cry, ¢ Behold, the Bride-
groom cometh !”

3o Ba Barissan, Frister, 1 1vy-dioe, Paterivn i (0.
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