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fellow-men to lose all confidence in them, and 
rightly so? Have privileges really become 
burdens? If so, must I not be wretched, 
miserable, poor, blind, and naked indeed? 
Where will my backsliding end?" 

" How much am I concerned and prayerful 
about the condition of God's people? If in 
fellowship at all with the Good Shepherd, who 
gave His life for the sheep, could there fail to 
be deep pain and grief at my heart at seeing 
His loved ones scattered by grievous wolves of 
every kind? Am / doing a wolf's work or that 
of a shepherd ? The Lord Jesus prayed that 
His own might be manifestly'one. If I have 
no desire for and make no effort to bring about 
this oneness, is it not proved that I have ceased 
to be in sympathy with the heart and desires 
of Christ?" 

"Am I loving the things of earth more than 
j h e things of God; serving that monster 
Mammon or delighting in the company and -
conversation of the unsaved? In that case I 
have lost my first' love indeed. Oh, may I 
stop short and take warnings from Lot, Demas 
and others who loved this present evil world. 
Is it possible that I, who once loved Him fer­
vently, am now so cold and so far away as to 
have constituted myself an enemy of God?" 
(Jas. iv. 4.) 

May each one of us have grace to put such 
questions to our very souls. Do not let us 
apply them to others, but take them home. If 
such evils are clinging to us, let us be honest, 
write down our name as BACKSLIDER, and seek 
restoration at once. 

We should be as deeply convicted of the sin 
of backsliding as we desire the unsaved to be 
convicted of the sin of unbelief. An unregener-
ate man dos not in any way so deeply wound 
and dishonour Christ as does a fallen saint. 

Thank God the remedy is at hand. 1 John 
i. 9 is as true as John iii. 16, " I f we CONFESS 
our sins, He is faithful and just to FORGIVE US 
our sins, and to CLEANSE US from all un­
righteousness." " H e that covereth his sins 
sins shall not prosper, but whoso CONFESSETH 
and FORSAKETH them shall have mercy.'''' 
(Prov, xxviii. 13.) 

But the self examination, judgment, and 
forsaking of sin must be deep and real. No 
superficial work will result in true restoration. 
To mock God by confessing and seeking 

mercy for sins that we do not DESIRE OR IN­
TEND TO ABANDON is only to make the matter 
worse, and to ensure deeper shame at the 
coming of the Lord, and greater loss at the 
judgment, where all our service will yet be tried 
by fire. w. H. S. 

PRECIOUS NAME. 

"Thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall save 
His people from their sins" (Matt. i. 21). " A name 
which is above every name" (Phil. ii. 9). 

Tune:—"Art thou weary.'' 

PRECIOUS, precious Name of Jesus, 
To the heart how sweet, 

Sitting pardoned, resting peaceful, 
At His feet. 

Wondrous, precious Name of Jesus, 
Meeting all our need, 

Word eternal, God incarnate, 
Woman's seed. 

Precious name "Jehovah—Saviour," 
Sweetest Name on earth, 

To the "Friend of Sinners" given 
From His birth. 

Holy, precious Name of Jesus, 
Son of man, of God, 

All prevailing, sin it cancels 
By the blood. 

Scorned, derided Name of Jesus, 
Nailed o'er Calvary's tree, 

Tree of anguish, shame, and cursing, 
There for me. 

Name of Jesus, heaven exalted 
High o'er every name, 

Every knee before it bowing, 
Glad acclaim. 

Honoured, worshipped Name of Jesus, 
Song in glory bright, 

Every harp and voice extolling, 
In the light. 

Precious, saving Name of Jesus, 
Sinner's perfect plea, 

Same to-day, the same for ever, 
Same for me. 

"A BELIEVER doeth not good works to live, 
but lives to do good works. The righteousness 
of Christ is to be magnified, but the righteous­
ness of Christians is not to be mentioned." 
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THE GOLDEN BELLS AND 
POMEGRANA TES. 

EXODUS xxviii. 33-35; xxxix. 24-26. 

TH E R E was much fine gold on the dress of 
the High Priest, but the bells were all 

that the Robe of Blue had upon it of the 
precious metal. The number of them is not 
known. Strange ideas have been propounded 
as to the reason of these bells being attached 
to the robe. But the object of these being 
thereon is not left to speculation, but is cleariy 
stated in these words, "His sound shall be 
heard when he goeth in unto the holy place 
before the Lord; and when he comejh out 
that he die not." It is therefore evident that 
had he attempted to enter the holy place 
without them (except on the day of atonement) 
he would have been courting instant death. 
They were for the purpose of giving character 
to the walk and service of Aaron when in the 
sanctuary. For would not the sound the bells 
gave forth, as he went about, in ministering at 
the Golden Alter, the Lampstand, and the 
Table of Showbread declare the character of 
his walk, and thus his state of mind in relation 
to the holiness of God, and the reverence due 
to him? We think so, and therefore believe 
he would walk carefully rad reverently. That 
he would not rush excitedly into or out of the* 
presence of Jehovah. Such things as loud 
speaking, careless attitudes, and irreverent 
handling of holy things, would be far from 
him. Ought God's people of this age—age of 
grace though it be—to show less reverence for 
His character than He? Should they be less 
careful of the manner and spirit in which they 
approach Him for service or worship? Should 
not lightness of manner, familiarity of ex­
pression, and loud speaking be far from those 
who speak with the Holy God? If we knew 
God: His nature, His character, and His 
claims upon us for our utmost reverence of 
spirit, we should fulfil this injunction, "Be not 
rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart 
be hasty to utter anything before God; for 
God is in heaven, and thou upon the earth, 
therefore let thy words be few." Standing in 
awe of Him and His word is, we fear, sadly 
lacking with many Christians. And, perhaps, 
as much so among those who would, judging 
by their words, almost claim to have reached 

ecclesiastical perfection. However correct the 
position may be which any of the saved may 
occupy, it can be no guarantee against irrever­
ence in speech, in service, or worship; neither 
can they expect God to compound with impiety 
by blessing such. What need we all have of, 
daily and hourly "grace whereby we may 
serve God acceptably, with reverence and godly 
fear: for our God is a consuming fire" (Heb. 
xii. 28, 29). Though He be our Father, yet 
is He God, and this we do well to remember. 
The bells of gold had, we need hardly say, a 
partial fulfilment in the life of the Lord Jesus. 
He was everywhere, and always the reverent 
one. In denouncing hypocrisy, reproving sin, 
or fortelling judgment He did all in the fear of 
God. If He spake to His Father solemn and 
reverent were His words, for "grace was 
poured into His lips." In these things He set 
us an example we do well to take heed unto. 
They had a further fulfilment in Him after 
His ascension to the right hand of God, as 
heard in the present testimony, which began at 
Pentecost. "The gospel of the glory of Christ" 
is a heavenly sound going forth more loudly 
than ever, calling upon millions of earth's weary, 
sad, stricken sons and daughters to receive 
rest, joy, and salvation. .The type of the bells 
will only be complete when He comes forth 
from heaven to bless Israel and the nations. „ 

THE POMEGRANATES. 
Round about the hem of the Robe of Blue, 

and alternating with the bells of gold, were 
fine linen tassels in colours, blue, purple, 
and scarlet, in shape like the fruit of the 
pomegranate tree. That the Israelites had a 
knowledge of this fruit, whilst in Egypt, is 
clear, for it was one of the things for which they 
lusted while in the wilderness. (Num. xx. 5.) 

Who can doubt but Aaron saw in these 
things God's claims upon him for spiritual 
fruitfulness. How far he responded to these 
claims we know not. They were also to the 
nation a witness that He desired they should 
be fruitful and not barren. That it sadly 
failed, in spite of all He did to render it fruit­
ful, is evident from such scriptures—Ps. lxxx., 
Isa. v., Luke xx., and Rom. xi. 

The High Priest, wearing the fruit-adorned 
robe, foreshadowed one in whom all the desire 
of God found satisfaction—the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Whilst around Him there was nothing 
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but barrenness and sterility, and hence the 
Lord had no aid from His surroundings, yet 
was He .ever fragrant and fruitful. Abundant 
and sweet was the fruit from His sinless person 
and holy life. More abundant (and if possible) 
more precious to God is that which He has 
borne since He perfected Redemption. (Jno. 
xii. 24). The saved are His fruit, the outcome 
of His death and resurrection. 

Such answers to the pomegranates alternat­
ing with |[the bells of gold upon the robe of 
blue. Divine testimony have they heard and 
believed, and through faith in the operation of 
God have they union to His Son. In union 
to Him in the Spirit lies the secret of the 
possibility of bearing " much fruit" to the 
glory of the Father. Which fruit is variously 
characterized as of "The Spirit" (Gal. v. 22), 
"Righteousness," "goodness," "truth" (Eph. 
i*. 9), "holiness" (Rom. vi.), "thanksgiving" 
(Heb. xiii. 15), and "fellowship" (Rom. xv. 
26, 28). Oh what possibilities there are in our 
union to Christ and possession of the Spirit, 
to bring forth fruit spiritual in its nature, and 
everlasting in its durability, for in one sense it 
can never die! j . H. I. 

"THE LETTER KILLETH, BUT THE 
SPIRIT GIVETH LIFE." 

Notes of an Address on 2 Corinthian iii. 6 by J. R. CALDWELL. 

T ^ H E reference here is to the ten command-
-«- ments—to the words that were written 

by the finger of God on the tables of stone. 
The law was outside of man. It was 

engraven upon stones. The new covenant 
writes the will of God on "the fleshly tables of 
the heart," it puts the law within. The Lord 
Jesus said, "Thy law is within My heart." It 
was His joy and delight to do the will of God; 
it was in His heart. That is the liberty and 
joy of the new covenant. At our regeneration 
God implants new desires within. The likings 
of the old man are corrupt, the likings and 
desirt-s of the new man are wrought in us by 
the Spirit of God. We don't go to the Word 
after we are converted because we are bound 
to do it. We go to the Word because we love 
it. God writes His will in the new nature 
within us. He has given "the earnest of the 
Spirit in our heart," that from the heart we 
might do His will. 

Romans vii. 6.—"Now we are delivered from 
the law, that being dead (or rather being dead 
to that) wherein we were held; that we should 
serve in newness of spirit, and not in the 
oldness of the letter." It is not that the law 
is dead, but, that we are dead to the law in the 
person of the Lord Jesus Christ. The law has 
cursed and condemned us; we have borne its 
penalty and it has executed us. We are not 
delivered from the law that we should go and 
break it. No, that is not it, but that we should 
serve the very same God that spake the law 
from Sinai. It is that in the Spirit, as dead and 
risen and alive to God, we may serve the Lord 
Jesus Christ. God has given us His whole will 
in the Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation, 
that our hearts being filled with His precious 
thoughts we may carry out His will in every 
relationship and department of our life. 

Romans ii. 27-29.—"But he is a Jew who 
"is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of 
the heart, in the Spirit, and not in the letter; 
whose praise is not of men, but of God." This 
refers again to the letter of the law engraven 
on stones. But now God puts His will into 
our hearts. That is a different and a deeper 
thing altogether. When Moses was up in the 
mount with God receiving His commandments, 
what were the people doing below? While he 
is absent they wonder what has become of him! 
They say to Aaron, "Up, make us gods." 
Jehovah was not in their hearts. The law was 
thundered from Sinai, but not written on their 
hearts; for see—they are dancing round a 
golden calf, and saying, "these be thy gods, O 
Israel." Before the law was brought to them 
it was broken. As soon as Moses came down 
from the mount and saw the calf and the 
dancing he cast the tables out of his hands 
and brake them to pieces. What was the use 
of taking the ten commandments to a people 
that had broken them already? In zeal for 
God's glory and love to that people Moses 
flung them down, and they were smashed to 
pieces. He saw how God was dishonoured, 
and that the people were under the curse. 
But he wrote them again on other tables, and 
these were put into the ark and covered with 
the Mercy Seat, and sprinkled with blood, a 
picture of the Lord Jesus, who could truly say, 
"Thy law is within My heart." His own 
precious blood was poured out to deliver from 
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its curse. He is the Mercy Seat—"the pro­
pitiation for our sins." 

We hear people say, " I don't believe in the 
mere letter, it is the spirit of the thing I want." 
When God speaks of the letter and the Spirit 
does He mean that we are to set aside what is 
written and only go by the Spirit? When He 
speaks of the letter does He not definitely 
mean the letter of the ten commandments? 
So far from setting aside the letter or words of 
the New Testament we are to "hold fast the 
form of sound words," and to "be mindful of 
the words spoken by the Lord Jesus and His 
apostles." 

"The letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth 
life." What could the law do but kill? What 
else could commandments written and engraven 
on stones do when brought to a people who 
were in the very act of breaking them ? "The 
letter of the law killeth," but glorious contrast, 
"The Spirit giveth life." The Gospel is the 
very opposite of the law. The latter, if held 
up to the sinner condemns and kills him, but 
the former comes to justify to set free, and to 
give him eternal life. 

In connection with the giving of the law 
there fell 3000 men (Ex. xxxii. 26, 29). In 
connection with the preaching of the gospel at 
Pentecost 3000 men were saved and quickened 
into everlasting life in one day. Here we have " 
a contrast between the letter that killeth and 
the Spirit giving life. The law was inaugurated 
with the destruction of 3000 men, and the 
gospel was inaugurated by the salvation of 
3000 at the address of Peter. 

Mark the contrast between Moses and 
Christ. When Moses came down from the 
Mount, after receiving the law, it is said that 
" the skin of his face shone," but how different 
from the transfiguration of the Lord upon the 
top of the Mount. It was not the skin of the 
face of the Lord Jesus that shone. The very 
word that is rendered "transfigure" means that 
the glory shone out. • It was the glory within 
that shone out when He was transfigured. 
The glory of Moses was merely a reflection 
from the glory of God. But even that glory 
which the Lord put upon " the mediator of the 
first covenant " was grand. It was not a mere 
halo. It must have been a dazzling light that 
shone, for they were afraid to go near. And 
so magnificent was the shining of his'face that, 

when he was speaking they could not look 
upon him, so he had to cover his face with a 
vail, that they might speak with him. , 

The first covenant had indeed a glorious in­
auguration, no previous revelation of the glory* 
of God could be compared to it. But it faded 
away before the glories of the New Covenant. 
It is not a glory reflected on the face of the 
Mediator, but the glory of the character of 
God manifested in the only begotten Son, full 
of grace and truth. Not a glory that fades 
away, as that on the face of Moses, but a glory 
that is eternal. Not the ministration of death, 
but of life and righteousness, to be consum­
mated at the coming again of the Lord, when 
all who believe shall be perfected in likeness 
to Him, the body of our humiliation being 
changed and fashioned like nnto His glorious 
body. There were outward glories of a kind; 
there were gifts of tongues and miracles, &c, 
but the deeper glory is that the Holy Spirit of 
God has undertaken to conform every one of 
the saved to the very image of Christ, so that 
the glory of God is and ever shall be manifested 
in those who are the subject of the Spirit's 
work through the gospel. 

Observe two things here. The law is here 
said to be the ministration of death and the 
ministration of condemnation. Death is one 

" thing, condemnation is another. A man might 
be dead and not condemned; a man might be 
condemned and not dead. The law brought 
condemnation and death to the sinner. God 
never gave a law to make man better or 
righteous. He gave the law to prove man 
guilty, and to manifest his true character 
(Rom. iii). The law held up to the sinner's 
face shows him his character, as a plumb line 
will show how far a crooked wall is off the 
straight, but it will never set it right; or it is 
like a mirror in which you see reflected your 
dirty face, but the glass will never make it 
clean. The law is powerful to show the sinner's 
guilt, but it is powerless to bestow life or 
righteousness. 

This then is the excelling glory of the New 
Covenant, that, finding the sinner guilty, con­
demned, it bestows upon him "the gift of 
righteousness." Finding him dead in sin it 
bestows upon him the gift of everlasting life, 
and all through simply believing God's testi­
mony concerning His Son Jesus Christ. 
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ISAIAH LIII.—WHAT IT SA YS ABOUT THE 

MESSIAH. 

1. He is the Arm of the Lord.—The One by 
whom Jehovah does His work. By His son 
He created the world, by Him also He will 
reconcile all things, as He redeems and re­
generates believers now (verse 1). 

2. The tender plant and root of a dry ground. 
—He borrowed nothing from earth as the Man 
of dependence and faith. All His fresh springs 
were in Jehovah. He was the only man who 
fully answered to Numbers vi. "Separation" was 
the word written over his entire pathway (ver. 2). 

3. The Man of Sorrows.—The purity, the 
immaculate spotlessness of His humanity, was 
in sharp contrast to the sin around. There­
fore the deep sorrow of holiness treading its 
lonely pathway through the slush and. mire of 

„ a fallen world (unsoiled by it), but "loving" 
righteousness, which he failed to meet with; 
"hating" iniquity; when nothing else stared 
him in the face. Also, " H e suffered being 
tempted;" it was an agony to Him. How 
deep His perfection! (verse 3). 

4. The Sympathetic Man.—Bearing on His 
heart the griefs of others, carrying on His 
breast the sorrows of those He came in contact 
with. How sickness appealed to Him! His 
eyes affected His heart. He "sighed" over 
our wretchedness, He "groaned" at our graves, 
He "wept" at the sight of tears (verse 4). 

5. ( The Misunderstood Man. — He was 
esteemed smitten of God. How dreadful to 
have false thoughts as to Him ! The hand of God 
was never for one moment against Him, except 
in atonement, One for all, on Calvary (verse 4). 

6. The Sacrifice.—With unshod feet and 
veiled faces we stand before the amazing sight. 
" H e was wounded for our transgressions"— 
meritorious wounds! Here judgment kisses 
mercy's cheek, stands by with sheathed sword 
to see mercy embracing the prodigal (verse 5). 

7. The Risen Man.—He shall see His seed. 
He shall prolong His days. He asked for life 
and it was given to Him, even life for ever­
more. He is the Prince of Life, but also as 
the vindicated man Jehovah shewed Him the 
path of life and set Him at His right hand. 
He rose, but was also raised. Resurrection 
was God's answer to His obedience unto death 
{verse 10). 

8. The Prosperous Man.—The pleasure of 
the Lord shall prosper in His hand—a pierced 
hand. "All things" are in that hand (John hi. 
35). Nothing that He puts His hand to can 
end in failure. The "seven stars" of ministry 
are in His hand in spite of clerisy or democracy 
in the assembly. "All His sheep are there. 
We are graven on its palm (verse 10). 

9. The Satisfied Man.—The last thing man 
gave Him was vinegar-spoiled wine; in the 
Father's Kingdom He will drink the new wine 
which can never turn sour, with His own for 
ever. The death of the one grain has resulted 
in the redemption of a multitude that none but 
God can count. The sight of heaven's courts 
thronging with them will be deep joy to His 
loving heart (verse n ) . 

10. The Justifier.—Many will point Him out 
as their alone righteousness before God's bar 
of justice. He could estimate the cost of our 
discharge and met it to the full—giving an 
overplus of glory to God—which will gild 
eternity with a brightness and fill its walls with 
praise impossible even if man had never sinned 
(verse 11). 

11. The Victorious Man.—He shall divide 
the spoil. He will hand the kingdom back to 
His Father, having put down every opposing 
element, and crushed for ever the reign of sin. 
The Rider on the white horse will ride on in 
His Majesty from victory to victory until the 
universe owns allegiance to God, and creation 
bursts out in the eternal psalm (verse 12). 

"Even so, come, Lord Jesus!" M. I. R. 

LANDMARKS OF THE FUTURE.—XIII . 

WHEN DOES THE JUDGMENT 'OF 
THE NATIONS TAKE PLACE 1 

BU T one more question you are asking, 
which I will not fail to answer. When 

does the judgment of Matt. xxv. take place? 
I submit the thought. (You know the Scrip­
ture so well we need not read it.) "Before 
Him shall be gathered all nations," and, mark 
you, it is " the Son of Man," and He shall 
"sit upon the throne of His glory," not 
necessarily a throne of judgment, though it is 
a throne of judgment, but not the Great White 
Throne spoken of in Rev. xx. It is 
when the Son of Man taketh earthly rule, 
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reigneth and sitteth upon the throne of His 
glory, that the nations are dealt with by Him 
in regard to their conduct toward His brethren. 
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these My brethren, ye have done it 
unto Me." Some have persecuted His brethren 
according to the flesh, some have been kind to 
them, and the Lord deals with them accord­
ingly in that day. Now, I do not say there is 
not an allusion to the great judgment, but, I 
say, if we are to take Scripture in its contextual 
light, and according to its own verbal state­
ment, this judgment of Matthew xxv. does not 
refer to the judgment of the Great White 
Throne, but to the coming of the Son of Man, 
when He sits on the throne of His glory and 
assumeth rule over the kingdoms of this world. 
Again, I would be exceedingly humble in 
making any dogmatic statements, because 1 
know that these are matters we have to wait to 
learn about. I only submit these two thoughts 
because I know the majority of minds lean to 
the thought that the judgment of Matthew xxv. 
is at the same moment as the post-millennial 
judgment of the wicked dead. Compare the 
two, and see whether they can possibly refer to 
the same, see whether the judgment of the 
living nations agrees with the judgment of the 
dead. I cannot sett'e the question, but submit 
that the great weight of authority lies on the 
side which I have been putting forth, that this 
judgment of living nations takes place prior 
to, and not subsequent to, the thousand years 
of blessedness. 

"What manner of persons ought we to be in 
all h61y conversation and godliness?" Dear 
friends, is it not a comfort to the spirit to have 
no fear of judgment, no "fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall 
devour the adversaries?" Is it not a rest to 
the soul to be able to look forward calmly, 
certainly, and happily, to the future? "Tt is 
appointed unto men once to die, but after this 
the judgment," but look . at the glorious 
antithesis. "So Christ was once offered to 
bear the sins of many; and unto them that 
look for Him shall He appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation," not "unto 
judgment." Men die and are judged, Christ's 
have passed from death unto life. I say then, 
is it not exceedingly comfortable to be able 
every day of our life 

TO FACE DEATH WITHOUT FLINCHING, 

to know no future judgment can possibly 
assign us unto the lake of fire? We have 
passed from death unto life who have trusted 
the Lord Jesus. Thank God for that light X 
And it isn't as one who miserably shrinks from 
fear and awful dread of these things; there is a 
proper fear and dread that comes over the 
human heart when we consider them, but 
it is that God's beloved Son is our only 
answer concerning such a day. "Christ 
died for me, and it is by Christ that I am 
delivered from that awful day, not because of 
faultlessness in me." Therefore, let us thank 
God for the exemption from that judgment, 
Who has said that we "shall not come into the 
judgment, but are passed from death vmto life." 
And, while we speak of it most confidently, 
oh! let the great consequences of such a 
deliverance characterise our whole life. If we-
are exempt from future judgment, "what 
manner of persons ought we to be" in all holy 
conduct and all righteousness! Ah! dear 
friends, I couldn't bear to speak about ex­
emption from judgment, if there was not in 
some measure the humble seeking to follow 
Christ; if not, it would be impudence so to speak. 
May God give us, not the impudent presump­
tion of the flesh that would take every promise 
t6 itself; for no one who does not know him­
self a sinner, and come to Jesus as a lost 
sinner, is exempt from final judgment. It is 
as lost sinners we come to-day, not as those 
who merit anything, or who take the things of 
Christ and use them as a heavenly robe to 
cover over and excuse our natural evil condition. 
Oh! may God show us that exemption from 
that awful judgment to come is part of the 
riches of His grace to form our character to 
behave ourselves properly ! A. O. M. 

THE NEW ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, 
OR T H E 

MARVELS OF MODERN MISSIONS. 
By ARTHUR T. PIERSON.* 

SU C H is the title of Dr. Pierson's new book 
on missions. Dr. Pierson was the Duff 

Lecturer for 1893. This exceedingly interesting 
and able volume is the substance of lectures 
delivered in Scotland. 

* To be had at Witness Office, post free, 6/. 
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The design of the work is stated as follows 
— " T o compare the Christian Church in the 
nineteenth century with the Church in the first 
century, especially in their missionary aspects, 
and to bring out the points of resemblance 
and of contrast between them." The book is 
divided into six parts, and sub-divided again 
into thirty-six chapters, and is a rich repository 
of valuable information on "Foreign" Missions. 

Biographies are given of various noble gospel 
pioneers in the "regions beyond," and amongst 
them those of John Eliot, Hans Egede, 
Christian Friederica Swartz, William Carey, 
Adoniram Judson, Robert Morrison, John 
Williams, and Allan F. Gardiner. 

Providential deliverances of missionaries, 
striking conversions among the heathen, re­
markable answers to prayer, and marvellous 
results obtained by the preaching of the gospel 
are recorded. Some of the chapters are 
especially good, notably those entitled "The 
New Open Doors," "The Call to All Disciples," 
"The Vision of the Field," "New Converts 
and Martyrs," "Transformed Communities," 
"Miracles of Grace," and "Rapidity of Results." 
In the chapter on "open doors" Dr. Pierson 
remarks—"Doors unentered do not remain 
open, and if God once shut no man can open, 
and we may knock in vain. Unused oppor­
tunity never returns—it is forfeited for ever. 
One fact is plain, open doors now challenge us 
to enter every land. Before us stands the 
opportunity of the ages." The chapter en­
titled "The Vision of the Field" is a stirring 
and thrilling one. "That night vision at Troas 
has been a thousand times repeated within the 
last century. That man of Macedonia may be 
seen whichever way we look, and the voice 
calls to us from every quarter of the horizon. 
Who that watches modern missions does not 
feel that what Paul saw and heard at Troas 
has become the vision for all believers, and the 
voice from all lands? . . . . Were our eyes 
not dull of vision, and our ears dull of hearing, 
through the flare and glare and blare of this 
world, we should see and hear this 'man of 
Macedonia' standing at every point of the 
horizon, stretching forth hands in appeal and 
calling for help." 

On "World-wide Exploration" he says —"If 
we are to preach the gospel to every creature 
we must first go into all the world, and this has 

not been possible to any previous age as it is 
to ours, for all the world has not hitherto been 
accessible or even known. At last the trackless 
pathways of the ocean have been crossed, and 
the penetralia of all the continents reached. 
Land and sea yield up the secrets of six 
thousand years. Navigation and exploration 
have been so thorough that we feel sure that 
no continent is unveiled nor even one island 
undiscovered. The frozen poles have been 
forced to unbar the gates of their ice castles, 
and the flag of the triumphant explorer is un­
furled on their crystal battlements. For the 
first time since this world began man knows 
his own habitation and domain." 

"All this is full of meaning. When*God set 
Canaan before His people His word was, 
'Every place that the sole of your foot shall 
tread upon, that have I given unto you.' That 
land is general. Every land of promise waits 
for possession, and possession hangs on appro­
priation. The first condition of a world's 
evangelization is its exploration; and because 
the prows of our ships, ploughing furrows in 
every sea, have made the vast oceans harvest 
fields of commerce; because the dauntless ex­
plorer has pierced Asiatic jungles and African 
forests, traced the rivers to their source and 
scaled the mountains to their brow; because 
the seclusion and inclusion of hermit nations 
has been invaded, and the veil rent in twain 
before their closely guarded caves and shrines; 
because the public sentiment of mankind for­
bids locked gates and sealed ports, the way is 
open as never before for the gospel chariots." 

THE CALL TO ALL DISCIPLES. 

Weighty and solemn words are spoken on the 
universal call to Christians to take the message 
of mercy to the perishing. "Over the doors of 
the early church the Master wrote, in letters so 
large that he who runneth may read at a 
cursory glance, ' Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature.' The com­
mand was and is to all disciples. Those who 
cannot go in person must go in the person of 
others who can; and with no less self-denial, 
prayer, and self-offering, must they who tarry 
by the stuff, support those who go to the battle, 
than if they themselves went to the field. 
Only so, will they share in the work and the 
reward." 

Dr. Pierson does not believe in caste dis-
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tinctions in the Church of God, and protests 
against the division of Christians into 

"CLERGY" AND "LAITY." 
"The Church, as primitive piety declined, 

built up priestly barriers about the 'clergy,' 
and taught the 'laity' that it was impertinent 
intrusion for those who were not ordained to 
preach the good tidings. But in all great 
epochs of spiritual power believers have burst 
these bonds like cords of burnt tow, and 
claimed the universal, inalienable right to tell 
lost souls of Jesus. Such false restraints are 
cerements of the tomb; they belong not to the 
living but to the dead; they have the odour of 
decay and, like other grave-clothes, should be 
left behind in the sepulchre. All believers 
had, and exercised an inalienable right to pro­
claim Christ to lost men. Experience of grace 
was the sufficient warrant of witness of grace; 
and the only limits to such witness were those of 
ability, opportunity, and consecration.' 

GOD-CALLED MISSIONARIES. 

"God has His own educators, but they 
would not be chosen of man; and His own 
armour for His soldiers, but it is not steeled 
with carnal weapons. All the great leaders 
and pioneers of modern missions have been 
evidently God-appointed and God-annointed. 
We put this fact boldly to the front, the church 
has not led the way in their choice, but they 
have often, if not always, led the church. 
Had the church chosen they would not have 
been selected, for some of them have been a 
century in advance of their times, derided as 
fanatics and fools, apostates of the anvil, the 
plough, and the loom. God has first trained 
them in His own secret schools, equipped them 
with weapons forged in the trial fires, and not 
a few of them have lived, wrought, and died 
unrecognised as God's great ones." The 
chapter on 

"NEW INCENTIVES TO GIVING" 
is "needed truth." "No .setting apart of a 
tithe, or Lord's portion, will in these days 
suffice. It never did. The tithe was the 
Jew's minimum, not maximum; it represents 
what the poorest must give, not what the 
richest might give to buy off the right to keep 
the other nine-tenths. Instead of asking, How 
little can I spare for God and satisfy His 
claim and my conscience? we should invert 

the terms and ask, How little can I expend on 
myself and yet satisfy my actual needs, and 
how much can I thus spare for God? . 
The curse even of our churches is that getting 
is recognised as the one thing to be desired 
and sought; giving is at least recognised as a 
duty, not a privilege to be sought, but an 
obligation to be accepted, and a thousand ex­
pedients are adopted to evade that self-denial 
which represents the very enrichment of giving. 
. . . Let us stop and once more ask why 
and ivhen it is more blessed to give than to 
receive? Getting without giving is absolutely 
disastrous ; even getting with giving is danger­
ous. And the only way to prevent the disaster 
and avert the danger is to give constantly, 
systematically, abundantly, cheerfully, self-
denyingly. Fire that has no vent has soon no 
flame; if the flame cannot get out the fire goes 
out. A spring without^ outlet cannot have 
inlet; the water must give forth a stream or it 
seeks a new channel underground. 

The Christian life is the fire of which giving is 
the vent; it is the spring of which active bene­
volence is the stream. He who hoards and 
withholds cramps and crushes and cripples his 
own better nature." 

In contrasting the difference between the 
present and Apostolic days, the Doctor utters 

-some plain things. "Satan never won a greater ^ 
victory than when he made the pulpit a horse 
block whereby to vault into the saddle of am­
bition; or the pastorate a comfortable hammock 
of luxurious ease; or the service to souls an 
avenue of wealth." Again, "No soft-lined nest 
allured the self-denying worker; no tempting 
bait drew the preacher to bite at the devil's 
hook of greed; no increase of stipend cleared 
his eye to read the doubtful call of Providence." 
As yet no "crozier golden" had made "bishops 
wooden." Service seems to have been first 
gratuitously rendered, supported only by free­
will offerings. The chapter on 

RAPIDITY OF RESULTS 

speaks of wondrous and blessed issues following 
the proclamation of the gospel. One case will 
suffice. "John Williams's course reached over 
but twenty-two years, from 1817 to 1839. Five 
years before he fell a martyr at Erromanga, 
the gospel had been carried over a circle of 
four thousand miles diameter, whose centre is 
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Tahiti. There lies a vast Pacific archipelago 
within whose circumference of twelve thousand 
miles are included the Raratongan, Friendly, 
Cook, Society, Navigator's, Marquesas, Union, 
Austral, Gambia, and Solomon groups of islands, 
and Low Archipelago as well as many others. 
Yet within seventeen years, not only had every 
group, but every considerable island in every 
group been evangelized; the people had burned 
the maraes, and given up their abandoned 
idols as trophies to the missionaries. War-
spears had become pulpit rails for the gospel of 
peace; and the god of war himself had become 
a prop for the roofs of the homes where peace 
had found dwelling-place." 

NUMBER OF MISSIONARIES. 

"The total force at work now on the foreign 
field is close to fifty thousand; and while not 
more than one-fifth come from Christian lands 

•—including wives of the missionaries who 
are teaching—the other four-fifths are native 
evangelists, preachers and pastors, teachers 
and helpers! So that the missions recently 
begun among heathens and pagans have 
already given to the mission-field four times as 
many workers as the churches at home have 
sent forth." 

THE PRESENT A CRITICAL TIME. 

"If ever in human history delay meant 
danger, nay, certain disaster, it is now. The 
seasons for sowing and reaping, planting and 
plucking are fixed and their limits are set by 
natural laws. A season is a fit time for all 
work; there is but one fit time. The sower 
loses his seed if he sows it after sowing t ime; 
and when the harvest is ripe the reaper must 
put in the sickle, or soon the harvest will not 
be worth the reaping, for ripeness borders on 
rottenness. Immediate is God's word; now or 
never. In all parts of the mission field it is 
either time to sow or time to reap; and in 
some cases the field invites both sower and 
reaper at once; for there are some who need 
the saving message, and others who have heard 
and are ready for further and fuller steps of 
teaching, training, ingathering. We must not 
think that because the Church is more aroused 
than a century ago, it is safe to rest content 
with the present measure of interest and that 
we need only to maintain it. The Church of 
Christ has thus far, not yet begun to deal in 

earnest with her duty to the human race. 
The vast host to be reached 

defies us to overtake their destitution, while 
vre rely upon a few thousand educated, 
ordained, highly trained workmen. , Millions 
sink, unsaved and unwarned, while we are 
waiting for experts to come to their rescue 
with all the most improved life-saving apparatus 
of the schools. If for these souls in wreck we 
cannot command the rocket and gun, the 
swinging basket and life-boat, let us have the 
plank—anything to save a sinking man." "The 
Marvels of Modern Missions" is a book that is 
vvell calculated to deepen and increase the 
interest of God's people in the evangelization of 
the perishing in pagan, papal, and heathen 
countries. Get the volume for yourself and read 
it prayerfully and carefully. A. M. 

Correspondence. 
To THE EDITOR OF The Witness. 
PEAR SIR,—Mr. M , a brother in fellow­
ship at F , H ., has been obliged to 
return temporarily to Rangoon in Burmah, to 
look after some business there. He has written 
to me giving me a description of the Assembly 
there, which I send you, as I think it may cheer 
and interest your readers. He says:— 

The English speaking gathering to the name 
of the Lord, that I left here, has resolved itself 
into a native gathering, consisting of Telegus and 
Burmese, with a mixture of mixed races. I 
attended the bread-breaking, which was con­
ducted in the following manner. The assembly 
consisted of about forty members, of both sexes, 
chiefly Burmese. They met in a large upper 
room, the guest-chamber, the best room in the 
house, set apart specially for the Lord's children 
to meet Him. The hour of meeting is 7 p.m. 
The European dressed members sat together at 
one end, and the Burmese reclined on the mat 
which covered the entire room, where was a table 
about four feet long, two feet broad, and eighteen 
inches high, on which was.placed a plate and 
loaf of bread, and a covered metal cup contain­
ing the wine. There are pillars which mark 
Off a verandah inside the outer walls, and 
nominally divide the guest-chamber. The 
members are all waiting the hour, and greeting 
each other lovingly. The clock strikes, and 
everyone finds his or her place reverently, the 
sisters covering their heads with silk cloths or 
kerchiefs, having walked from their homes un­
covered. The brothers are all uncovered. The 
Slippers of all the natives are left on the first 
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landing from the street, hence they are reclining 
round the table barefooted. Immediately a 
hymn of praise and thanksgiving, in musical and 
powerful strains, fills the room, and can be 
heard at a distance through the open window's. 
This strain was quite spontaneous, not a word 
having been spoken, and, when it was ended, a 
hymn was given out by an Armenian, who is the 
nominal leader, and to whom the house belongs, 
and who bears all the expenses, though I kni?w 

him to be comparatively poor of this world's 
wealth, but rich in faith. Prayer and thanks­
giving followed the hymn. The senior Burmese 
brethren sat near the table. One took the 
tread, laid the plate on the ground, broke a 
piece from the loaf, put it in his mouth (not a 
crumb), and passed the plate round to his next 
brother, and so on till all the floor had partaken, 
then the mixed races, who sat in the chaifs, 
partook. Another of the senior brethren took 
the cup, drank thereof, and passed it round till 
all had partaken. Prayer was then made in 
English and Burmese, and another hymn of 
praise. The Armenian then gave an exhorta­
tion on Believing and Doing the Lord's will. 
This discourse was spoken in slow, but emphatic, 
short sentences in English, and interpreted into 
Burmese by a Burman Judge in the Small Cause 
Court, in slow and impressive language, and was 
received reverently by the assembly. This was 
tedious work, and tired one's patience, but every 
word was intended to find lodgment in the heart, 
and often repetition had to be resorted to. The 
truth was enforced without consulting feeling or 
prejudice. Faithfulness to the Lord and His -
Word is strictly adhered to. Nothing is ad­
mitted or taken for granted. Every sentence is 
proved by reference to Scripture. In short, 
•everything is done in accordance with i Cor. 
xi. xiv., and simplicity and simple truth are incul­
cated, and the shadow of anything doubtful will 
not* be tolerated. They do not try to enlarge 
the gathering; they want a real, pure assembly, 
and believe that the Lord, and He only, can add 
to the Church. They desire also to avoid the 
introduction of difficult questions. The better 
instructed desire to teach simple faith in the 
atonement, which finished the work of our sol­
vation, and to live the life of truly redeemed 
saints. They teach clearly that as soon as the 
eye is removed from Christ they cease to walk by 
faith, and man falls. It is heautiful to look upon 
them now in their primitive and child-like 
obedience to the word. I noticed several young 
sisters (Burmese) with tablets taking notes when 
the exhortation was being enforced. Would that 
the assemblies in Europe had the simplicity and 
beautiful faith displayed by those I saw.—I afn, 
dear sir, yours faithfully in the Lord, 

Felixstowe, 7th Nov., 1894. H . C . P . R. 

S H A L L W E T E A C H THE! C H I L D R E N ? 

On returning home from the meeting one 
Sunday evening lately, Mr. Fenn got into con­
versation with a young man, a short time since 
received into fellowship, whose home lay in the 
same direction. In the course of conversation 
he related how he came to hear the Gospel. He 
came from his home in the provinces to his 
aunt's in Madrid, and found that she and his 
cousin, a boy of thirteen, were attending the 
Gospel services at the Glorieta de Inevedo, 
(Namberi) and induced him to accompany them. 
He came, and the Lord opened his heart to 
receive the truth, and he was duly baptized and 
received. "But what led your aunt to come?" 
asked Mr. Fenn. The answer was to this effect. 
" My aunt was very dissatisfied with the very 
little progress my cousin made at school, though 
she had sent him to several. She heard that 
the hoya a t the. Glnti/jra. school, got an. well, and 
though a staunch Roman Catholic, she brought 
him, and, ignorant of the kind of religious 
instruction given, gave him his prayer book and 
a rosary for use at school. The boy not only 
advanced in his studies; but also became 
interested in the Scriptural instruction, and 
began to pray at home without his book, 
especially asking that he might become an 
obedient boy. His conduct at home improved, 
and his interest in spiritual things increased, 
and he persevered in entreating his mother to 
come to the meetings, which she did, and now 
mother, son and nephew *are converted, the 
master giving good testimony concerning the 

- boy, who with the mother, it is hoped will be. 
received shortly. The former was unable to 
attend* the meetings for candidates, and con­
sequently was not received with her nephew." 

Some dear friends have advised the limiting 
the scholars received in the schools to children 
of persons attending the meetings. Had this 
been the rule, how would these precious souls 
have come under the sound of the Word ? As 
long as the Lord in His good providence permit, 
shall we not " sow beside all waters" ? 

CHARLOTTE FENN. 

Questions an& answers 
We shall greatly value remembrance in prayer that special 

wisdom and grace may be given for this service. 
Replies to appear in the next number require to be sent in 

not later than 15th of present month, and so on; the 15th of 
the month being always the latest to which we can defer 
making up for press. T H E BJDITOR . 

Replies are invited, to the following :— 
T H E FUTURE JERUSALEM. — In the details 

given in Ezekiel, chapters xl. to xlviii., the space 
assigned to Jerusalem and the "holy portion of 
the land is nearly as great as the whole of Judea, 
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-west of the Jordan . Kindly explain how these 
deta i ls are to be understood. 

W H E N WAS ATONEMENT M A D E ?—For it is the 
"blood tha t maketh an atonement for the sou l " 
{Lev. xvii. n ) . Is it correct now to say that 
-the atonement was made between God and the 
sinner , when the blood of Christ was shed before 
H e was either buried or raised from the dead ? 

G O D ' S SOVEREIGN D E A L I N G S W I T H MAN.—Wil l 
you kindly give the purport of these contrasts— 
" Many that are first shall be last, and the last 
shall be first" (Matt. xix. 30). " Many are called, 
bu t few chosen" (Matt. xx. 16). 

I s T H E R E A G E N E R A L JUDGMENT IN ANY 
S E N S E ?—Please explain the meaning of Matthew 
xxv. 32. Will it be a general judgment of Jew 
a n d Gentile, saved and unsaved, or how is it 
•" all nat ions." 

T H E M I T R E ON AARON'S FOREHEAD.—Kind ly 
give me an explanation of Exodus xxviii. 38. 
W h a t is it a type of to the Christian of the 
present day ? 

• T H E CHRISTIAN'S B R E A S T P L A T E . — W h a t i s t h e ^ 
" B r e a s t p l a t e of Righteousness" (Eph. vi. 14). 

W O R L D L Y OCCUPATIONS. — Please explain 
th rough t he Witness what are the "ca l l i ngs" 
referred to in 1 Corinthians vii. 20-24. 

THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL. 

QUESTION 48s.—What is the difference between 
the Everlasting Gospel, Rev. xiv. 26, and the 

Gospel spoken of in Matt. xxiv. 14? 

Ans. A.—In Matthew xxiv. 14 it is the " Gospel 
of the kingdom," John Baptist announced it 
(Matthew iii. 2), Jesus began to preach it (Mark 
i. 14, 15), and taught it after His resurrection 
(Acts i. 3). On several occasions it is mentioned 
in the historical narrat ive called " t h e Acts of 
the Apostles. I t then lapses, and will be resumed 
a t the future t ime tha t is mentioned in Matthew 
xxiv. 14, see Acts i. 3,—viii. 12,—xiv. 22,—xix. 8, 
—xxviii. 23-31. But what is referred to in 
Revelation xiv. 6 is a different mat te r altogether. 
A terrible crisis in this world's history is a t hand . 
Babylon overthrown, completely and finally, as 
predicted, and the wrath of God is about to be 
poured out upon all who worship the Beast. 
Before all this happens a last opportunity is 
given to men, who in all probability have 
disregarded and rejected divine revelation and 
testimony, of at least acknowledging God and 
His work—creation. This is the Gospel of the 
t ime when men have nearly reached the limits 
of God's long-suffering and forbearance, and, to 
us, it seems a strange Gospel. " Fear God, and 
give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment 
is come; and worship Him tha t made heaven 
and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of 
waters ." T h e r e is nothing of grace here— 

nothing of redemption, but man 's defiance of all 
tha t is Divine has reached its climax, and the 
authori tat ive cry of the angel from heaven is, 
" Fea r God—and fall down before Him." They 
had worshipped the Beast, will they a t this 
fearful crisis worship God ? 

Ans. B.—The Gospel spoken of in Matthew 
xxiv. 14 is called " T h e Gospel of the kingdom," 
a designation peculiar to Matthew, and used by 
him, iv. 23 and ix. 35 only. In each of these 
passages it was preached by the Lord Jesus, 
and accompanied by works of power. W e 
unders tand it to be the good news telling of the 
coming kingdom, tha t called by Matthew " T h e 
kingdom of the heavens," meaning the reign of 
Ciod from the heavens over the earth. John the 
iJaptist proclaimed it as " at h a n d " (Matt. in. 2), 
and Jesus also (Matt. iv. 17), who sent the twelve 
forth to proclaim it (Matt. x. 7), but the pro­
clamation has ceased for the present through 
the rejection of fhe King (Matt. xii. 14). Since 
they sought the King's life there is no record of 
the proclamation of the kingdom. When sending 
t h e twelve forth t he Lord J esus foretold persecu­
tion in connection with their testimony, and tha t 
they should not have gone over the cities of 
Israel before His own return as Son of Man 
(Matt. x. 23). In a future t ime this testimony 
will be resumed to Israel , and in the passage in 
Matthew xxiv. we have the corresponding testi­
mony to be borne among the nations of the 
vvorld, i.e., the then known, or civilized, or 
Roman world. 

In Revelation xiv. 6 it is quite another message, 
and the messenger an angel. I t is a world-wide 
testimony, for the messenger flies in mid heaven. 
Jt is not a new testimony but " Everlasting," and 
corresponds to tha t borne by creation (Romans 
j . 19, 20), a test imony to God, hence the call to 
worship Him as creator (verse 7). T h e pro­
clamation will be consequent on the events of 
chapter xiii., and will follow them as God's final 
testimony before the fulness of His wrath is 
poured out in the vials (Rev. xv.). 

Thus the everlasting Gospel, while calling on 
men to fear God, tells of the hour of judgment 
come. T h e Gospel of Matthew xxiv. 14 tells of 
the coming of the kingdom. j . T . 

Editor's Note.—To speak of various " G o s p e l s " 
is not the way of the Scriptures. T h e W o r d is 
not found in the plural . T h e Gospel—the glad 
tidings of salvation to guilty man is one.' Every 
communication from God to man, whether it be 
" r e p e n t " or "fear God," or the fuller testimony 
concerning Christ and His finished work and 
resurrection power to save—all imply tha t God 
is prepared to deal in grace with those who obey 
the testimony. 

But the glad tidings—the Gospel—being for 



196 T H E WITNESS. 

all periods and all circumstances, and all con­
ditions of men—has necessarily many aspects. 

As proclaimed by John the Baptist, it was a 
call to repent , and thereby prepare for the Reign 
of righteousness tha t was, in the person of Christ , 
presented to the nation for its acceptance. To 
repentant ones there was not lacking the testi­
mony to the Lord as the L a m b of God—and 
John 's disciples "followed Him." 

T h e proclamation of such a kingdom could 
have been no "g lad t id ings" had it not been 
accompanied with the testimony of grace to the 
guilty yet penitent sinner who desired the 
kingdom, yet felt his unfitness to enter it. 

" T h e Gospel of the grace of G o d " is a 
different aspect of the t ruth , not so much con­
nected with the kingdom in its glorious manifes­
tation as with the owning of the authori ty of the 
earth-rejected King and the spiritual character 
of the reign of God, viz., " r ighteousness , peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit ." 

I ts application is directly to all, whether Jew 
or Gentile, and it remains the one aspect of 
divine testimony to the world until the Church, 
which is the body of Christ , being completed, 
God resumes His 'distinctive dealing with Jew 
and Gentile, and again sends out the testimony 
that " t h e kingdom of the heavens is at hand . " 

But the full revelation of God's grace in the 
Gospel of His Son as proclaimed in this present 
age, having been, like Him of whom it testifies, 
"desp i sed and re jected"—the warnings of the 
near approach of the kingdom of God in manifested 
glory having been disregarded,—one testimony 
more is given in wondrous grace, and tha t in 
such a manner as if possible to arrest and awaken 
the Devil-deluded world. 

This is the testimony of Revelation xiv. If 
any give ear to it, and fearing God, turn and 
own Him as creator, they will find tha t even for 
them mercy is still reserved. W e have no 
information as to the result. 

THE SANCTIFICATION OF CHILDREN. 

QUESTION 483.—In wha t sense are we to t ake the 
words, "Else were your children unclean; but 

now are they holy," in 1 Cor. vili. 14? 
Ans. A.—Plainly the verse refers to the family 

life of those who, being converted from idolatry 
or infidelity, find themselves surrounded by 
children still unconverted and in a spiritual 
sense " unclean," because uncleansed by the 
blood of a tonement . Are we Christian parents 
to treat our unconverted children as unfit for 
family fellowship with us, and expel them from 
our home ? By no means. T h e woman who 
has an unbelieving husband is not to leave him 
(ver. 13), and the mother a fortiore who has un­
believing children is not to leave them, or com­
pel them to leave her. 

For " t h e unbelieving husband is sanctified by 
the wife," and the unbelieving children by t h e 
parents . Sanctified, that is, so far forth as the 
family home is concerned, but not therefore in 
regard to church fellowship, or in their relations 
to God. But if the unbelieving husband or child 
depart , let him depart (ver. 15). It is wholly a 
question of peace in the household. G. F . T . 

Ans. B.—Children of believers are holy in a 
comparative and outward sense. By connection 
with believing parent or paren ts they were 
separated from the surrounding darkness and 
pract ices of heathendom, and, in like manner , 
the children of God-fearing parents to-day are 
not allowed to run with the world, but are taught 
a bet ter course, and are thus kept apar t from it 
and its wickednesses outwardly. j . T . 

Ans. C.—" Marriage is honourable in al l ." 
Though but a human relationship, it has t he 
divine sanction. Let not therefore, the believing 
husband put away his wife. She is sanctified 
in this relation by the husband. Let not the 
believing wife depart from her husband ; he is 
sanctified by the wife. Else must also the 
children be separated from, as unclean, but now, 
in the same sense, as to their relation to the 
believing parent , they are holy. 1 Tim. iv. 3-5 
presents a similar thought in reference to meats. 
" For every creature is good, and nothing is to 
be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving; 
for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer ." 
Also Luke xi. 41, "Give alms.of such things as 
ye have, and, behold all things are clean unto 
y.ou." H. M. 

Ans. D—It is important to notice tha t the word 
sanctify Hoes not necessarily imply a change of 
character so much as a setting apar t to a certain 
object (Matt, xxiii. 17-19). Marriage with one 
of another nation being forbidden to an Israelite 
(Deut. vii. 3), it was incumbent on him, if such 
an alliance had been contracted, to put away 
his wife (Ezra x). Hence it might have been 
inferred, that under the new dispensation, 
separation ought to ensue in the case of a 
believing husband and an unbelieving wife, or 
vice versa; but the apostle says, " N o ; " explaining 
that the wife, though an unbeliever, has been 
sanctified (Greek) or set apar t to fill a certain 
position by her marriage. He emphasizes this 
by reminding the Corinthians, tha t were it not 
so, not only would separation be necessary 
between husband and wife, but also, a con­
tingency which does not seem to have been 
contemplated, between a believing parent and 
unconverted children, who in tha t case would 
be considered unclean. As it is they are 
sanctified, but only, be it remarked, in the same 
limited sense as the unbelieving parent . 


