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He who will plant them in their own land
again.

2. What of the SoN oF Gop? Let it be
remembered that He died for that nation.
When Isaiah said: ‘‘For the transgression
of my people was He stricken’’ (Isa. 53.
8), the people he had in view was the
people of Israel. The words are appro-
priated by Christians and thankfully ap-
plied to themselves, and doubtless they
have right in thus applying them, but they
belong in the first instance to the Jew. The
ground of Israel s renewal is to be found
in the Blood of the Cross.

‘“ Dark deed! it was thine to afflict Him,
Yet longs His soul for the day
‘When thou in the blood of thy victim
Shalt wash all thy dark stains away.’’

3. What of the HoLy GHosT? He it is
who will be the Agent n the remewal.
Israel will be a people born of the Spirit,
and God has promised that His Spirit
shall dwell within them.

When the Lord Jesus spoke to Nicodemus
the words relating to the new birth recorded
in the third chapter of the Gospel of John
He referred, as we may suppose, at least
implicitly, to the.36th chapter of Ezekiel,
and had Nicodemus understood the teach-
ing of that chapter he would not
have replied as he did to the words
of the Lord. In that chapter we read
(vv. 24-28) concerning the future of
the Jews: ‘I will take you from among
the heathen, and gather you out of all
countries, and will bring you into your
own land. Then will I sprinkle clean water
upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all
your filthiness, and from all your idols, will
I cleanse you. A new heart also will I
give you, and a new spirit will I put within
you; and I will take the stony heart out of
your flesh, and I will give you an heart of
flesh. .And I will put My Spirit within
you, and cause you to walk in My statutes,
and ye shall keep my judgments, and do
them. And ye shall dwell in the land that
I gave to your fathers: and ye shall be My
people, and I will be your God.’’

It will be observed that in this passage
the water and the Spirit are both specified

ISRAEL RENEWED—WORKERS REWARDED.

as they are in the third chapter of the
Gospel of John. The people will (1) be
cleansed, as by water, from their former
filthiness. (2) They will be born of the
Spirit; and (3) the Spirit will dwell within
them and empower them unto righteous-
ness. They will not only be a nationally
restored people, but a people spiritually
renewed.

The Support of Workers at
Home and Abroad.

Brief Exposition of 1 Corinthians 9. 3-18,
By WM. HOSTE, B.A,

THE apostle discourses here of the right
of preachers to live of the Gospel,
but waives it for himself for special
reasons. )

The question of the support of workers
at home and abroad becomes more and
more pressing as their numbers increase,
not only to them, but to all who have
approved of their going out or being out.
To encourage new workers to go forth,
unless fresh effort is made to sustain them,
only means further sub-division of available
funds and an increased strain on those
already in the field. To say, ‘‘Depart in
peace, be ye warmed and filled; and yet
not to provide the things needful for the
body’’ (James 2. 18) savours of faith
without works. *

When preachers support themselves by
following their calling the question is
simplified. This seems nearest the apos-
tolic pattern, but was never intended to be
the rule for all, nor indeed is it generally
possible, though no doubt all young
workers should win their spurs thus. When
workers do need support then one of three

~courses is adopted, that of ‘‘living on a
salary,’’” ‘‘living by faith,’’ or ‘‘living of
the Gospel.’’

* A missionary once told me that before starting for the first
time he was invited to a farewell meeting arranged for him by
a neighbourwg assembly. It was large and appreciative. The
leading speaker dwelt at length on the words, ‘‘ They went
forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles’’ (3 John 7), urging them
as the only scriptural principle. This brother told me he had
never to his knowledgerecetved a penny either from the speaker
or that assembly in the twenty years he had been in the field.
He had been sustained, it is true, but who can say whether
adequately, and in a way *‘ worthy of God? *’



THE LABOURER AND HIS REWARD.

‘¢ Living on a Salary.”’

Why should a preacher be not paid a fixed
wage like any other employee? "Well, for
one thing, where is there any scriptural
precept or precedent for such a thing, and
who is the employer? Does not the paid
preacher tend to become the servant of his
paymaster? And the apostolic injunction
is, ‘‘Be ye not the servants of men”’
(1 Cor. 7. 23). The words of our Lord,
however, in Luke 10. 7, ‘“The labourer is
worthy of his hire,”” are generally quoted
to justify the practice. But ‘‘a text out
of its context is a pretext.”” A glance at
the passage shows there is no thought
of a fixed salary, but of a worker’s right
to his board and lodging where he is
preaching.

The same words are translated in 1
Timothy 5. 18, ‘‘The labourer is worthy
of his reward.’” And here again the con-
text shows therg is no thought of a pre-
arranged salary. From Matthew 20. 2, 7,
8 we see that misthos can mean either
‘‘wages’’ or a ‘‘recognition for services
rendered.’” The special sense in each place
must be determined by the context.

Many who object to a salary teach

‘‘Living by Faith.’’
Certainly it is always the path of blessing
to have faith in God; but “‘living by
faith’’ is a far wider thing than trusting
God for daily bread. A man who receives
a regular salary may be in many other
ways a true man of faith. Galatians 2. 20,
from which the phrase ‘‘living by faith’’
is adapted, speaks of Christian life in
general. Even the rich must live by faith.
Faith is needed for giving as well as re-
ceiving. ‘‘Living by faith’’ is not a sys-
tem of livelihood, but an attitude toward
God. Those who use the phrase in its
limited sense seem to act sometimes as if
the worker was expected to begin to “‘live
by faith” as he steps on to the gangway of
his steamer. Till then his expenses may
have been met pretty regularly, fees for
medical tuition, &c., paid systematically,
money for ticket collected, and so forth.
Then comes the momentous day, and those
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who have lavished kindnesses upon him*
when in comparatively easy circumstances,
now that he is about to plunge into new
surroundings, quietly retire from all re-
sponsibility under the plea that *‘the Lord
will provide.”’} ‘

It is not meant here that too much had
been done up to ‘‘the gangway,’’ but why
this withdrawal of systematic support?
Is it justifiable? Is it scriptural? ‘‘These
ought we to have done, and not to leave the
others undone.’’ There are of course not
a few to whom this does not apply, but I
believe there are many more who need to
be reminded of realities. Let us never
assume that some one else is looking After
servants of the Lord, home or foreign, but
“‘as we have opportunity let u#s do good”’
(Gal. 6. 10) to them. As for

“‘Living of the Gospel,’’

it has the weight of scriptural authority
behind it. It is not the same quite as what
is called ‘‘living by faith.’” It is that and
something more. It recognises as well the
responsibility of the Lord’s stewards (and
who is not one to some degree?) syste-
matically to support those who have gone
forth with general approval.

The fact that the Levites, because they
had Jehovah, were to have no other in-
heritance among their brethren, instead
of relieving these latter of responsibility,
only increased it. They were bound to
give them the tithes (Num. 18. 20-21;
Deut. 18. 1-3).

It is sometimes said, ‘‘If the Lord has
sent a man, He will provide for him.’’ The
conclusion should rather be, ‘‘We ought to
provide for him.’’ Such support should be
systematic, not spasmodic; intelligent,
not uninformed; on principle, not emo-
tional; a> a due, not as a charity, for the
servani of the Lord has a right to ‘‘live of
the Gospel.”’

* The late Mr. G. F. Bergin once said that in his opinion it
would be better not to make things too easy for would-be
missionaries 11 the months before they went out, but to usethis
pertod as a time of testing and of growth in the path of faith.

+The real prop of the faith of those who speak thus is
sometimes betrayed by such a phrase as ‘‘We thought ¢ B—'
was looking after him,” exactly as if the valued brethren at
B-— were, mn spite of reiterated protests to the contrary, a
missionary cormmittee with plenary powers and an unlimited
balance at the bank.
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The Right of the Lord’s Servant.

I. THiS ‘‘RIGHT’’ THE APOSTLE ESTAB-
LISHES ON SIX GROUNDS as follows:

1. Apostolic Precedent. Others enjoyed
the right, why not he? (1 Cor. 9. 4-6).

2. Worldly Custom. (1) In warfare, (2)
husbandry, (3) sheep-rearing (v. 7). If
men in these callings should have their
‘‘meat for their manners,”’ how much
more preachers?

3. Mosaic Precept. 1f oxen are cared
for, a fortiori men (v. 9).

4. Honest Principle. Why expect to be
spiritually fed ‘‘gratis?’’ (v. 11).

5. Levitical Privilege. 1If priests and
Levites lived of the altar, so should the
Lord’s servants ‘live of the Gospel’’ (13).

6. Divine Appointment. ‘‘Even so hath
the Lord ordained, that they which preach
the Gospel should live of the Gospel’’ (14).

I1. THIS RIGHT HE WAIVES FOR HIMSELF,
because of the ‘‘reward,’’ as he now
explains.

Verse 15. He had not used this right,
nor was he hinting for it. It were better
for him to die (ostensibly of starvation)
than that any should deprive him of the
ground of his glorying.

Verse 16. This glorying was not that he
preached the Gospel, he had no choice
about that; yea, woe be him if he preached
not the Gospel.

Verse 17. ‘“For if I do this thing
(¢.e., preaching the Gospel without charge)
willingly, T have a reward; but if un-
willingly (¢.e., murmuring at the negle:t
of his brethren), a dispensation of the
Gospel is committed unto me (which nolens
volens T must fulfil).”’

Verse 18. ‘*What is my reward then?
Verily that, when I preach the Gospel, 1
may make the Gospel of Christ without
charge, that I abuse not my power in the
Gospel’’ (¢.g., by bargaining beforehand for
so much, or, as has been known in certain
circles, returning a cheque as inadequate).

The apostle set such store by being

Able to Preach for Nothing,
that he preferred to ‘‘labour night and

SUPPORT OF HOME AND FOREIGN WORKERS.

day’’ at his tents rather than be chargeable
to certain churches (see Acts 18. 3; 20.
34; 1 Thess. 2. 9).

BUT IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTICE:

1. Though he recommends his example
in certain cases (e.g., Acts 20. 33), it was
not even Ais invariable custom to insist
in supporting himself. ‘‘I robbed other
churches, taking wages of them, to do you
service’’ (2 Cor. 11.8-10). By taking the
course he did at Corinth he not only gave
the lie to those who accused him of ‘‘making
a good thing’’ by his preaching, but also
showed up the false apostles who could not
follow him in this line.

2. He only waived his right for himself.
Not even an apostle could waive another’s
right. Abraham observed the same prin-
ciple when he refused to take anything
from the King of Sodom, for he added,
‘‘Save only what the young men have
eaten, and the portion of the men which
went with me, Aner, Eschol, and Mamre;
let them take their portion’’ (Gen. 14. 24).

To sum up, the worker, while depending
on his brethren, should look only to the
Lord. The steward, while depending on
the Lord, should look only to his own
responsibility .

A Word in Season.
By J. R. CALDWELL.

‘¢ He sa1d unto me, My grace 1s suffictent for thee’’
(2 Cor.12 9)

HE is able, if His glory and His service

require it, to heal and to restore and to
sustain, and to prolong life under conditions
that, to faith, are super-human and super-
natural. He may act so through the use of
means if He see fit, honouring the faith that
counts upon His blessing, without which no
means can avail; or He may act apart from
the use of means, honouring ‘¢ the prayer
of faith’’ (James 5. 15).

The patience that bows to the will of
God, and the experience of His tenderness
and faithfalness during periods of long and
weary suffering, and of the sufficiency of
His grace to sustain and comfort, and to
fi:]l with joy and peace, all this is precious
to Him.
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" The Future of the Jews.

The Setting up of The Everlagting Kingdom.

WITH the Romans the Jews joined in
the death of Christ, and with the
rulers of this fourth empire they will be
in agreement for a time at the close of their
long course of apostasy. This was espe-
cially made known to Daniel in the pro-
phecy of |
The Seventy Weeks

(Dan.9). Theseweeks (lit., hebdomads, or
periods of seven, ¢.e., seven years each)
had been divinely decreed (or ‘‘cut off,”’
¢.e., from the period of ‘‘the times of the
Gentiles’’) upon his people and his city.
From the going forth of the commandment
to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the
Anointed One (the Messiah), the.Prince,
would be seven weeks and three score and
two weeks. After this the Anointed One
would be cut off, and would have nothing
(Dan. 9. 24-26). This period is 69 times 7,
or 483 years, and to the very day this was
the period commencing with the command
of Artaxerxes Longimanus, King of Persia,
for the restoration of Jerusalem (Neh.
- 2. 1-9), and ending with the triumphal
entry of Christ into the city (Matt. 21.
1-11).* Four days later He was crucified,
‘‘the Anointed One was cut off and had
nothing,’’ ¢.e., He did not enter then upon
His Messianic kingdom. The prophecy
predicted that the people of the prince (lit.,
“‘a prince’’) that would come would de-
stroy the city and thc sanctuary. That
took place in A.D. 70, under Titus Ves-
pasianus. But Titus is not ‘‘the prince
that shall come.’’ This, apart from other
considerations, is clear from what follows:
‘*And his (the prince’s) end shall be with
a flood (or rather, ‘in the overflowing,’
i.c., of the wrath of God),’’ a prediction
at once inapplicable to Titus.
The mention of

The Last ‘“Week’’

is deferred, indicating an interval be-
tween the sixty-ninth and the seventieth.

*See ‘“The Coming <rince,’’ by Sir Robert Anderson. Price, 5/.

By W. E. VINE, M.A., Bath,

Now the events predicted for the seventieth
bad no historical fulfilment immediately
after the sixty-ninth. The one, therefore,
did not follow the other consecutively.
At the commencement of the intervening
period the Jews were scattered from their
land. At the seventieth the Jews will have
been restored, and the events of that week
concern ‘‘the prince that shall come,’’ the
last world-emperor, and his dealings with
them. ‘‘He shall make a firm covenant
with many (lit., ‘the many,” ¢.e., the
great majority of the mnation) fore one
week’’ (v. 27). “‘In the midst of the
week (R.v., margin) he shall cause the
sacrifice and oblation to cease.”” Accord-
ingly after three and a half years the Anti-
christ, manifesting his real character, will
prove himself a traitor and break the
covenant, and thus Isaiah’s prediction will
be fulfilled.

At this, the zenith of his power, the
Antichrist will determine upon the public
deification of himself and the establishment
of his worship in the Temple. For he
‘‘opposeth and exalteth himself above all
that is called God, or that is worshipped;
so that he as God sitteth in the Temple of
God, showing himself that he is God”’
(2 Thess. 2. 4). This, with the setting up
of his image, will doubtless be the fulfil-
ment of the prophecies recorded by Daniel,
that ‘‘upon the wing (or pinnacle) of
abominations shall come one that maketh
desolate’’ (9. 27, cp. 11. 31 and 12. 11).

The many references to the desolator
and the desolations are indicative of the

Fierce Persecution

which will follow. This will be at first
directed against ‘‘the remnant,’’ the large
numbers of Jews who will repudiate
allegiance to the beast and to the false
prophet, many doubtless having been con-
verted to their coming Messiah through
the testimony of two witnesses who will
be sent from God to the nation (Rev.
11. 3-183). The success of their ministry
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will apparently arouse the bitter antagon-
ism of Satan and his human instruments.
The breaking of the covenant with the
people as a whole indicates that an effort
will also be made to crush the entire nation.
Thus the latter half of the seventieth week
will be the time ot ‘‘Jacob’s trouble,’”
though the unprecedented tribulation will
not be confined to the Jews only.

Armageddon and After.

The bitter antagonism of the man of
sin, and his colleague, the false
prophet, against God and His people,
will culminate in the gathering together
of all the forces of the Empire in Palestine
in final conflict for the complete domination
of the world.

In reality the issue at stake will be the
supremacy of Christ or of Satan in the
earth. The war of the beast and the ten
kings under him is against the Lamb
(Rev.17.14). This the second Psalm had
foretold: ‘“Why do the nations rage, and
the peoples imagine a vain thing? The
kings of the earth set themselves, and the
rulers take counsel together against the
Lord, and against His Anointed, saying,
Let us break their bands asunder, and cast
away their cords from us.’”’ The issue is
not uncertain: ‘‘He that sitteth in the
Heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have
them in derision.”’

. The Scene of the Conflict

is Har-Magedon, commonly known as
Armageddon (Rev. 16.16). The name, which
is associated with Megiddo, a locality famed
in Old Testament history for its decisive
battles (Judges 5.19; 2 Kings 23), doubtless
stands here for a wider area, stretching, as
we shall see, from the north to the south
of the land. .

The combatants, the conflict and its
conclusion, are described by John in vivid
language of terrible grandeur in Rev. 19.
11-21. This tremendous event is identi-
cal with (1) the falling of the stone
upon the feet of the image in Nebuchad-
nezzar’s vision, the annihilation of all

Gentile government (Dan. 2. 45); (2) the

MANIFESTATION OF HIS COMING.

consuming of the dominion of the fourth
beast in Daniel’s subsequent vision (Dan.
7. 26); (38) the pouring out of God’s
wrath upon the Antichrist, the desolator
(Dan. 9. 27);-and (4) the coming of the
Son of Man on the clouds of Heaven with
power and great glory (Matt. 24. 30).
The great emperor, the man of sin, is to
be crushed by the Lord Jesus, ‘‘with the
breath of His mouth,’’ and brought to
nought ‘‘by the manifestation of His
coming’’ (2 Thess. 2. 8).

Now this ‘‘manifestation of His coming’’
is, to transliterate the Greek words,

The Epiphany of His Parousia.

An epiphany is, literally, the ‘shining
forth’ of that which has been hidden; and
the word Parousia is, literally, ‘ presence’
{(see margin of R.v: and Phil. 2, 12).
This latter word is used of the coming of
Christ to the air for His saints, ‘to receive
them unto Himself,” and of their con-
sequent presence with Him (1 Thess.
2.19). They are thus to be ‘‘ever with the
Lord’’ (1 Thess. 4. 17), and with Him they
will come when He descepds at His revela-
tion ‘‘from Heaven with the angels of His
power in flaming fire, rendering vengeance
to them that know not God, and to them
that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus’’
(2 Thess. 1. 7, 8). The sudden bursting
forth of His glory thus ‘‘to execute judg-
ment’’ (Jude 15) will be the ‘Epiphany,
or shining forth of His Parousia,’ and by
it the man of sin is to be brought to nought
and his empire demolished. He and his
false prophet will be ‘‘cast alive into the
lake of fire,”” and his armies will perish
(Rev. 19. 20, 21).

The instrument which the Lord uses for
the destruction of His foes is a sword which
proceeds out of His mouth. The sword
is symbolic of the utterance of the Lord’s
voice. No material instrument is needed,
a word is enough. This is clear from many
passages. In the second Psalm the over-
throw of the foe is thus described: ‘‘Then
shall He speak unto them in His wrath, and
vex them in His sore displeasure’’ (v. 5).
Joel prophesies of the same event: ‘‘The
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sun and the moon are darkened, and the
stars withdraw their shining: and the
Lord wtterveth His voice before His army:
for His camp is very great, for He is strong
that executeth His word : for the day of the
Lord is great and very terrible; and who
can abide it?’’ (Joel 2. 10, 11; and see
3. 16. With this should be compared Isa.
30. 30-33.) The same voice of judgment is
implied in Paul’s prediction of the doom
of the lawless one, that ‘the Lord Jesus
will slay him with the breath of His
mouth’ (2 Thess. 2.8). In the same con-
nection we are doubtless to read Psalm
29, the Psalm which describes the terrible
majesty and effect of the voice of the Lord,
and see Isaiah 63. 1-6, where the Deliverer
describes Himself as ‘‘I that speak in
righteousness.”’

The last two verses of Psalm 29 describe
the results of the conquest.

The Jews in their Extremity

were threatened with annihilation. But
man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.
The people now see their Deliverer in
" person, they ‘‘look on Him whom they
pierced.’’ They realise that their enemies
were destroyed because ‘‘the Lord sat as
King at the flood.”” And now ‘‘the Lord
sitteth as King for ever.”” He whose right
it is to reign has come to Zion. Hence the
psalmist can next say: ‘‘The Lord will
give strength unto His people; the Lord
will bless His people with peace.’”’ Arma-
geddon is over, the winepress of God’s
wrath has been trodden, and the war
against the Lamb is ended. Isaiah63.1 6
depicts the same scene, but limitations of
space prevent our treating of this passage
now.

The overthrow of the Emperor and his
armies will be accompanied by

Seismic Disturbances,

including ‘‘a great earthquake such as was
not since there were men upon the earth,’”’
the overthrow of the cities of the nations,
and the displacement of islands and moun-
tains (Rev. 16. 18-21). In this doubtless
will be fulfilled the prophecy of Zechariah,
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that in the day when the Lord goes forth
to fight against the nations that are
gathered against Jerusalem, His feet will
stand upon the Mount of Olives, and
the mountain will be divided, leaving a
very great valley east of the city (Zech.
14.1-5).

The Everlasting Kingdom .

In this tremendous intervention in the
affairs of the world for the termination of
Gentile dominion the Son of God will be
accompanied by all His saints. He will
come ‘‘to be glorified in His saints, and to
be marvelled at in all them that believed’’
(2 Thess. 1. 10), So from earliest jimes
Enoch had prophesied: ‘‘Behold, the
Lord came with His holy myriads, to
execute judgment upon all”’ (Jude 14.
15, margin). And Zechariah: ‘‘“The Lord
my God shall come, and all the saints with
Thee’’ (14. 5). They are to take an active
part in the inauguration of His Kingdom,
and in its government. For ‘‘the saints
of the Most High shall receive the King-
dom, and possess the Kingdom for ever,
even for ever and ever’’ (Dan. 7. 18). ‘‘The
Kingdom and the dominion, and the great-
ness of the Kingdoms under the whole
Heaven, shall be given to the people of the
saints of the Most High’’ (v. 27).

Then shall the Lord ‘‘be King over all
the earth’’ (Zech. 14. 9). God’s claims
will be vindicated. His Christ will reign
as King of Righteousness, and King of
Peace, the centre of His government being
the very place where once He was despised
and rejected, and men cast Him out and
crucified Him. His saints ‘‘shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall
reign with Him a thousand years’’ (Rev.
20. 6). The days of Israel’s mourning will
be ended, the nation will be a ‘‘crown of
beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal
diadem in the hand of her God,’’ and
Jerusalem will be a praise in the earth
(Isa. 60. 30; 62. 3, 7). *‘‘The Heavens
shall rejoice and the earth be glad.’’ and
“‘the earth shall be full of the knowledge
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea’’
(Psa 96 11-TIsa.11.9).
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CORRESPONDENCE.
Ministry and the Lord’s Supper.

To the Editor of THE WITNESS.

‘Two questions of more than passing interest are
dealt with in The Witness for October. The first
has reference to Ministry and the Lord’s Supper.
It is important that we should beware of sub-
jecting ourselves to rules where the Lord has
made none.

Scripture clearly shows that ministry is one of
the most important means which God has in-
stituted for the edification and comfort of His
people. Meetings for ministry are therefore of
the greatest value. God, however, has not
legislated as to when or how ministry meetings
are to be convened, doubtless purposely leaving the
matter open for adaptation to local conditions.
If it is convenient for the Lord’s people to come
together at an early hour on Sunday morning to
listen to ministry of the Word, who dares say
they are wrong in so doing when God has not
so spoken? Is it not to be expected rather that
Christians who have this opportunity are likely
to be in a better spiritual condition to partici-
pate in the remembrance of the Lord than others
who have not?

The second has reference to the interpretation
of Hebrews 9. 28. To the present writer it has
long seemed strange that this portion of Scripture
is persistently looked upon as referring to the
Lord’s Coming for His Church rather than His
appearing as Son of Man in the clouds of Heaven.
In that day the words will be literally true that
He will appear unto the Salvation of them that
look for Him, namely, the repentant of Israel.
In Zechariah 12. 9-14, ‘‘Them that look for
Him'’' may be discerned. We have too long been
obsessed by the idea that everything that is good
must apply to the Church. L. W. G. ALEXANDER.

, QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

REPLIES ARE INVITED TO THE FOLLOWING.

How is Every Man Lighted ?—What is the
meaning of ‘‘That was the true Light which
lighteth every man that cometh into the world’’
(John 1.9)?

‘‘Only in the Lord.’’—If a sister in the Lord
found out after engagement that the man to whom
she .-was engaged was only a nominal Christian,
and not truly ‘‘born again,’’ would she be en-
titled to break off the engagement, and state her
reason for so doing ?

‘‘In Clouds.’’—Is there any warrant for the
suggestion made by some that 1 Thessalonians
4. 17 mightread, ‘‘Caught up in clouds of saints, "’
or has it only reference to atmospheric clouds as
generally accepted ?

The Father’s House and Kingdom .—Is
there any difference between the Father’s House
in John 14. 2 and the Father’s Kingdom in
Matthew 13, 43 ?

SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS ON VARIOUS TOPICS.

Demanding Recognition.

QUESTION 679.—What should be the attitude
of an assembly toward a brother who demands
that he be recognised as an overseer ?

Ans.—I1f a man wishes to be recognised as an
overseer, the obvious course is for him to do the
work of an overseer, but the true shepherd will
be little concerned to be recognised as occupying
any ‘office’. The approval of the Lord and of his
own conscience will be the chief consideration,
the other his last thought. He will not under-
value the goodwill and fellowship of those he
seeks to serve, indeed, but these will not occupy
his mind, and he will not forget that love and
kindness are not always appreciated by their
immediate objects. Remembering the experi-
ences of the Lord he will not resent this, but will
find it a new point of contact, a new opportunity
for fellowship with Him, and like Him will say,
‘I thank Thee, O Father’’ (Matt. 11. 25). The
true shepherd seeks not the recognition but the
welfare of the saints, and this though he may
have to say with the Apostle that the more he
loves the less he is loved by those for whom he
is being spent out (2 Cor. 12. 15); at least he will
not be a burden to them.

As a rule, however, it will be found that the
saints are forward to recognise any little service
rendered to them, and where there is some initial
prejudice, from whatever cause arising, patience
lives it down, and ‘‘love never faileth’’,

But if any man desires an office the duties of
which he does not, discharge, he surely leaves the
Lord out of the account, for the la v of His King-
dom, as of His own life, is that he that would
rale must serve (Mark 10. 42-45). The saints will
need to bear patiently with such, for they wrong
not merely the assembly, but the Lord and their
own souls. The true shepherds, those who give
evidence that they have no ambitions of their
own but that they seek to watch for the souls
of the saints, should point out to him his mistake,
kindly, albeit firmly, in the hope that, brought
to recognise his misunderstanding of the pastor’s
responsibilities, he may even yet be more ‘ ‘useful
to the Master’’ and to his brethren. When he
attains to that he will not fail of recognition by
both. But men who reach out after position
are seldom either happy or useful. Those who
love to serve are loved because they serve.

C. F. HOGG.

Is there Hope for the Unsaved
when the Lord Comes?

QuesTioON 680.—Have we any authority in
Scripture to hold out any hope that those who
have heard the Gospel and still are not saved
when the Lord comes will have a chance after-
wards? It is not a question of salvation after
death, but after the coming of the Lord. Some
say they will through the preaching of the two
witnesses of Revelation 11.
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Ans. A.—'‘Because they received not the love
of the truth that they might be saved, and for
this cause God shall send them strong delusion '’
(2 Thess. 2. 11, 12). This is judicial blindness.
God only is the Judge. ‘‘He will have mercy on
whom He will have mercy, and whom He will
He hardeneth’’ (Rom. 9. 18). God shall send
this delusion—‘‘the lie.”” He will save thou-
sands, both of Jews and Gentiles (see Rev. 7).
They will suffer in the great tribulation. To the
Jews that will be the ‘‘time of Jacob’s trouble’’
(Jer. 30. 7) in consequence of their rejection of
Christ. But those who are saved during thic
period will not form a part of the ‘‘Body of
Christ,’’ the ‘‘Bride of the Lamb,’’ that will be
complete at the rapture. The ‘‘two witnesses’’
testify in Jerusalem, ‘‘where our Lord was
crucified’’ (Rev. 11. 8). Their sphere is Jewish.
Those who refuse to enter the open door now will
be shut out, ‘“Too late.”’ T. ROBINSON.

Ans. B.—In the Revelation we often read of a
class known as ‘‘those that dwell on the earth,’’
whe, in chap. 14. 6, are distinguished from the
general inhabitants of the earth. If, ag seems
probable, they represent those who once acknow-
ledged the truth of the Gospel, but never really
received it; who, instead of obeying the call to
Heaven, minded ‘‘earthly things’’ (Phil. 3. 19);
and, left behind when the Lord comes for His
own, end with being destroyers of the faith they
may once have professed to hold (Rev. 6. 10; 11.
10), even they would seem to hear

The Final Calil of the ‘‘Everlasting Gospel’’

(14. 8). But do they heed it? From 7. 9-17
we gather that while others receive the testi-
mony and are saved, they do not, for we look in
vain for any from their company in that glorious
scene. They may indeed hear again a Gospel,
but we think of that solemn word when Israel
was broken off: ‘‘Hearing they shall hear and
not understand, and seeing they shall see and
not perceive.”” May not such a word be true of
these professors of Christianity when they in
turn are cut off from their present position of
favour (Rom. 11. 22) with a ‘‘certain fearful
looking for of judgment’’ (Heb. 10. 26, 27;
Rev.3.10; 8. 13, r.V.).

How many of those who reject the Gospel now
will receive the *‘strong delusion’’ then (2
Thess. 2. 9-12; Rev. 13. 14; 17. 8). How many
of those who have heard His Word will be seekers
in vain when the Master of the House has risen
up and shut to the door (Luke 13. 26; Matt.
25. 11, 12). Whatever further opportunities
may be afforded those who may not be dealt with
like these positive rejecters of the Gospel, we are
on safe ground only when we say ‘‘to-day’’ is
the only opportunity that can be counted upon
by those who hear the message of Salvation.

W. R. LEWIS.

Ans. C.—The words of the apostle in 2 Thes-
salonians 2. 11, 12 exclude all hope from those
who have deliberately neglected the Gospel of our
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Lord Jesus Christ, and these will be the subjects
of the strong delusion to believe ‘‘the lie,’’
accepting Antichrist as their leader and his mark
as their badge. Bul we read in Revelation 7 of a
great multitude of ¢/l nations who will be brought
out of the great tribulation, and will become the
nucleus of the Millennial nation; among these
may be some of those younger people who have not
deliberately rejected the Gospel, as mentioned by
Paul in Thessalonians, and who have been the
subjects of many earnest prayers and tender
pleadings, and they
May then Have their Eyes Opened

by grace to believe ‘‘the Gospel of the King-
dom,’’ which will then be proclaimed in a special
way (Matt. 24. 14), and so, rejecting the man
of sin and his mark, be found waiting for earth’s
rightful King to come and establish God’s king~
dom upon earth, and by this means come in, for
earthly blessing. At the same time we have no
authority to hold out any such hope to our
hearers when preaching the Gospel, but to
‘“beseech them to be reconciled to God’” (2 Cor,
5. 20), and ‘‘to seek Him while He is to be
found’’ (Isa. 55. 6). GEO. HUCKLESBY.

Ans. D.—That men will be blessed after the
Church has been removed from earth to Heaven
admits of no dispute, but that these will include
such as have heard and ignored the Gospel in this
dispensation is quite another matter. There is
no clear revelation bearing directly upon this
grave issue. Acts 15. 14-17 presents to us

A Sequence of Events
which are impressively instructive.

1. Taking out a people for His Name—DPresent
dispensation.

2. Building again the Tabernacle of David—
Future Jewish dispensation.

3. The residue of men and all Gentiles—
Future Gentile dispensation.

These verses clearly indicate that God has
purposes of grace and mercy both for Jews and
Gentiles after the Church is caught away, but
let no sinner presume on another chance of
salvation after death.

‘We might sum up God’s ways in a few words:

1. God commenced with the Jews.

2. Then came the times of the Gentiles.

3. Now it is Jews and Gentiles.

4. After the Church it will be the Jews again,
and after the Jews it will be the Gentiles again.

T. BAIRD.

Ediior’s Nolte.—The four answers sum up the
most of the revealed truth concerning this vital
subject. Ans. C gives what has before been
suggested by able teachers amongst us, yet it
only implies that some ‘‘may have their eyes
opened.’’ The consensus is against anything
but the faintest hope or suggestion, and should
urge parents, friends, teachers, and all to in-

creased earnestness in urging those they love to
“‘flee from the wrath to come’’ (Matt 3. 7), for

‘‘Now is the day of salvation’’ (2 Cor. 6. 2).
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The Editor’s Closing Message.

N looking over the 45th Volume, of which this

is almost the final page, two words mark
the impression conveyed thereby.
UNCERTAINTY.

The human note dealing with times, events, and
persons.

As to Times. We began the year with a
strong Note of hope that the awful carnage which
was devastating a continent would have ceased
ere the year ended. Alas, the uncertainty of
both the present and the future of war was never
greater than in the dying moments of the year.
Almost any day may bring a surprise, both
revolutionary and far-reaching in its effects.

As to Events. The Special Papers in this
Volume telling of the devastation of Belgium,
‘the destitution in Poland, the overwhelming
of Serbia, the Revolution in Mexico, remind us
of uncertainty on land in various parts of the
earth. The pathetic tales of the Falaba and the
Lusitania enforce like uncertainty of those who
do business in great waters. Now comes the
Ancona, and probably others will be added to the
list ere this tragic year has run its course.

As to Persons. A pathetic note is touched as
we reread the sweet word on ‘‘Worthy is the
Lamb,’’ by Dr. M‘Kiiriam, who now joins in
the song which shall never end ; of Dr. WARDROP,
interested in The Witness almost from 1ts com-
mencement, who passed home at the advanced
age of 86; and of GEo. F. TrENcH, who has
penned so much precious truth for our pages
during ‘‘these 40 years,’’ who has now received
the recompense of the reward.

In fact, wherever the human predominates the
mark of UNCERTAINTY is more evident than any
other.

How comforting, then, to turn to the

CERTAINTY
contained in the clear-ring notes from the Word
of God as to God’s purposes, plans, and out-
worlkings in the movements of to-day.

As to Laws. The striking series of papers
dealing with the Roman EwmpIre, the Turkish
Empire, the Germanic Empire, and the future
Ten Kingdoms all demonstrate how certain have
been the laws of God in regard to kingdoms and
empires, and how even they are being fulfilled
before our eyes to-day. The APPROACHING END
OF THE AGE opens up the plan of Him who de-
clareth ‘‘the end from the beginning’’ (Isa. 46.
10). No uncertainty with God from first to last.

As to Doctrines. The striking confession of a
leading Fgench writer as to the failure of unbelief
contrasts strongly with the certainty with which
so many of our writers have stated the basal
doctrines of the Christian Faith. Dogma is once
more coming into its true place, and our purpose
is to encourage every Christian to increased
loyalty to ‘‘God and the Word of His grace’’
(Acts 20. 32). :

As to the Hope. ‘‘Groaneth..travaileth..

waiteth’’ (Rom. 8. 22, 23) never more truly
expressed the yearnings of the individual heart,
the Church, and the whole creation than at this
present moment. Signs are not wanting that a
Crisis is at hand. That Crisis may be the Coming
of the One who alone can satisfy the longing
heart, unite His scattered flock, hush Creation’s
groans, and take His great power and reign.

In conformity with above, The Witness will
(p.v.) be continued during 1916 with the definite
aim of all God-given ministry: ‘‘Edification,
exhortation, and comfort’’ (1 Cor. 14. 3). It
1s purposed to devote the entire issue of January
to truths concerning

““THE LORD HIMSELF,"’

as that which will best meet the need of so many
yearning hearts, and fulfil the threefold purpose
of ministry named above.

To enumerate the supply of matter in hand
would occupy too much space, but readers will
understand that profitable ministry will not be
lacking when we state that we hope to insert the
following among many other helpful papers:

The True Church, Priestly Worship and
Service, and other portions, by J. R. CALDWELL.

The New Man on the New Earth. A Sag-
gestive Study. By Dr. A. T. SCHOFIELD.

The New Testament Conception of Bap -
tism, and other Notes, by Dr. A. T. PIERSON.

Attempting the Impossible, by GEORGE
HuckLEsBY.

The Revised Version of 2 Timothy 3. 16,
and other Expositions, by Wum. HosTE, B.A.

““On Earth Peace,’’ the Hope of all to-day,
by L. W. G. ALEXANDER.

David Rejected and Reigning, a word of en-
couragement by the late FREDERICK STANLEY
ARNoOT.

Sowing and Reaping, and other articles, by
ALEX. STEWART, author of the papers on *‘Israel.”

A Dark Chapter and its Lessons, by RoOBERT
M ‘Murpo, Chicago.

Separation, the urgent need of to-day, and
other short articles, by WM. Sraw.

Things that God Hates, a present day ap-
plication, by C. H. HinmaN, New Zealand.

““Occupy till I Come.’’ An unpublished
paper by the late esteemed Dr. Casg, of China.

New gods of To-day, by T. Bairp.

Special Papers or Answers by helpers old and
new, including Sir Robert Anderson, K.C.B.,
Dr. Anderson-Berry, C. F. Hogg, W. E. Vine,
M.A., W.]J.Grant, W. W. Fereday, A. Marshall,
E. C. Quine, Walter Scott, and many others.

Current Events will continue to be dealt
with by the Editor and others; Questions and
Answers will be extended; Missionary Papers
and Notes of Special Spheres will be kept up to
date; Young Believers will not be forgotten;
‘‘All the Word of God for all the people of
God’’' will continue to be the motto of The
Witness as during the 45 years now past. mye.
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Notes on Gulatians 5. 16 (continued) .
not—ox mé, which in 1 Thess. 4. 15,
5. 3 and many other places is translated
“‘in no wise’’. The sentence may be read
either, a, as an assurance to the believer
that if he walks by the Spirit, ¢.e., if he
submits to the leading of the Holy Spirit
of God, refusing to order his life according
to the promptings of the flesh and the con-
ventions of the age, then he shall not be
overmastered by the desires of the flesh,
but on the contrary shall have the victory
over, and be enabled to live superior to,
them: or, b, as a command followed by a
prohibition, the first positive, ‘submit to
the leading of the Holy Spirit’, the second
negative, ‘refuse to order your life accord-
ing to the promptings of the flesh and the
conventions of this age’. It is not possible
to decide between these interpretations
on purely grammatical grounds. The
negative is strongly emphatic; if a pro-
hibition is intended (b, above) no excep-
tion is permitted, if an assurance is
intended (a, above) then there is no
possibility of any miscarriage or failure
of the divine power.

the lust—epithumia, for which see
Thessalonians, pp..81, 118; this leads
easily and inevitably to the biting and
devouring just mentioned.

of the flesh.—sarx, see note 7 at 3. 3,
above.

v. 17. For—introducing the ground on
which the assurance (2) or prohibition (b)
of v. 16 is based. The Spirit and the flesh
are mutually antagonistic in nature, and
where the expressed condition is fulfilled the
victoryof theSpirit is assured tothebeliever.

the flesh lusteth—epithumes, which is
used of the Lord Jesus, Luke 22. 15
(‘desire’}, and of the angels, 1 Pet. 1. 12,
and of the desires of good men for good
things, Heb. 6. 11, and of the desires of
men for things without moral quality,
Luke 15. 16, as well as of desires evil in
themselves, Acts 20. 33.

against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh;—the Holy Spirit is
intended, for it is clear that the statement

would not be true of the human spirit,
indeed the term ‘flesh’ as it is used here
includes the spirit, see analysis at 3. 3,
above. The verb is not repeated after
‘Spirit,’ but must of course be supplied;
it is as suitably used of the Spirit as of the
Lord Jesus, see above, but since in modern
English the word ‘‘lust’’ is used exclusively
in a bad sense it is therefore unsuitable as
a rendering of epithumes where that word
is used in a good sense.

for—introducing the explanation of the
opposition between the flesh and the Holy
Spirit.

these are contrary the one to the
other :—antiketmai, for which see Thess-
alonians, p.249. The flesh, what man be-
came in his nature in consequence of the
Fall, with his propznsity for evil, and the
Holy Spirit, who is God, are, in the nature
of the case, mutually antagonistic and im-
possible of reconciliation.

that—Aina, which may be understood in
one of two ways; if the preceding words
are to be read as a parenthesis then the
connection is ‘the Spirit resisteth the flesh
in order that ye may not do the things that
ye {otherwise) would’; but if these words
are not parenthetic then the connection is
‘these are contrary the one to the other,
so that ye may not do the things that ye
would’. In the first case the thought is
that the object of the striving of the
Spirit in the believer is that he may be
saved from yielding to the evil tendencies
of his own nature; in the other case it is
that the conflict in the believer which
hinders his doing the things that he would,
whether good or evil, is explained by the
contrariety of the two forces at work within
him. The former of these interpretations
is to be preferred.

ye may not do the things that ye
would .~—more literally and expressively
‘in order that the things you desire these
you may not do’, i.e., the things toward
which fallen man naturally turns, and
which are enumerated in v. 19 as ‘‘the
works of the flesh’’. This is the char-
acteristic of Christian liberty as an
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experience ; since the believer is indwelt by
the Holy Spirit it -is no longer inevitable
that he yield to the evil motions of the
flesh, on the contrary, he shall, if the con-
dition of vv. 16 and 18 is fulfilled, enjoy
happy liberty from all such bondage. And
not only so, as he yields himself to the
guidance and strengthening of the Spirit
he is enabled to refuse ‘‘to do these things
which are not fitting’’, Rom. 1. 28, and
to bear that ‘‘fruit’’ of which the Apostle
is shortly to speak.

v. 18, But if ye are led—agd, which
includes the idea that he who is led not
merely follows but does so willingly and
intelligently ; see Thessalonians, p. 136.
This figure is complementary to that of
v. 16; the believer walks in the counsel
and by the power of the Spirit, the Spirit
guides the believer in his way.

by the Spirit,—:.c., if a man submits
himself to the will of God gs it is revealed
in the gospel, or, as otherwise expressed,
if a man 1s a Christian, a believer on the
Lord Jesus Christ. The same words are
used in Rom. 8. 14,

ye are not under the law.—neither as
a way of life, nor as a means of justifica-
tion, nor as a rule of conduct; cp. ‘‘ye
also were made dead to the law by the
body of Christ; .. .we have been dis-
charged from the law’’, Rom. 7. 4, 6, and
‘““not being myself under thelaw"’,1Cor.9.20

The connection is not immediately evi-
dent, but apparently the Apostle reverts
to the idea of law as the provoker of trans-
gression, see note at 3. 19, above. There
is a double antagonism, a, the Spirit versus
the flesh, and, b, the Spirit versus the law.
The law, .dealing with what is outward,
with the conduct ot men, did not avail to
regulate it, because conduct is under the
control of the heart, and- the heart in turn
is comtrolled by sin, cp. ‘I am carnal,
sold under sin’’, Rom. 7. 14. But the
heart of the regenerate man is just the
sphere in which the Spirit carries on His
work, see note at v. 5, above; there He
gains His victories, which victories are
manifested as His ‘‘fruit’’, see v. 22,
below. So also the flesl, depraved human

LED BY THE SPIRIT—THE WORKS OF THE FLESH.

nature with its ineradicable sinward
tendencies, is-incapable of adequate re-
sponse to law which demands nothing less
than obedience, absolute and perfect;
whereas by the act of the Spirit there is a
new man brought into being ‘‘which after
God is created in righteousness and holi-
ness of truth’’, Fph. 4. 24, and hence is
capable of responding to those impulses
toward holiness and righteoushess which
are imparted to it by the Spirit. ‘Rom.
6. 14 is closely parallel. The believer is
assured that the lordship of sin over him
is no longer of necessity inasmuch as he is
no longer under law, which demands
obedience but which cannot supply the
power without which obedience is not
possible. On the contrary, he is under
grace, where inherent weakness is met by
sufficient and instantly available strength,
Fph. 3. 18.

v.19. Now the works of the flesh—
cp. “‘lust of the flesh’’ in v. 16. The one
term describes the inner motions of the
soul, the natural tendency of men in
their fallen estate towards things evil and
towards things forbidden. The other
describes the display of the effects of
these motions in thought, in word, and
in deed. X g

“Works’” in N.T. are not merely the
results of the exercise of power under the
direction of intelligence, as in John 5. 36,
1 Cor. 15. 58; the outward and tangible
expressions of character are also so de-
scribed. What a person does testifies to
what he is. From His works God is known,
and the Son of God, John 10. 37, 38. So
also the character of Satan is manifested
in his works, 8. 41, as is that of his
servants, #.e., preachers of a false gospel,
2 Cor. 11.15. Soalso in the case of Cain,
1 John 3. 12, and of the scribes and
Pharisees, Matt. 23. 3, and the ungodly
Jews generally Luke 11. 48; indeed all
manifestations of evil are summed up as
““‘works of darkness’’, Rom. 13. 12. an
expression closely akin to that of the {ext;
cp. ‘the works of the world’ in John 7.7,
and contrast ‘‘works worthy of repentance’’
in Acts 26. 20.



