THE

Belicver's Adagazine

For Ministry of the Word and
Tidings of the Work of the Lord.

A Monthly Journal of Scripture Exposition
and Bible Study for all the Children of God.

EDITED BY

JOHN RITCHIE AND
J. CHARLETON STEEN.

New Series—Volumes xxx. and xxxi.
(Thirty-ninth and Fortieth year).

1929-30.
KILMARNOCK, SCOTLAND:

JOHN RITCHIE, Ltp., PUBLISHERS OF CHRISTIAN LITERATURE
and through Booksellers and Agents.



SN ARy SRS,

O
Contents for Japuary:

rwAGRe e

THE BELIEVER'S MAGAZINE.
41st Year. Edited by J. Charleton

Steen. Fresh and Soul-Refreshing
Papers embracing ““All God's Truth for
all God’s People.” Questions and

Answers. Tidings of Work at Home
and Abroad. Twopence Monthly 2/6
(60 cents), post paid. Three copies or
more at 2/- (50 cents) each post paid.



General Index of Contents

“Volume xxx.—1929.

Dr. W, H. Bishop—
A New Year Message - - - - 17

Page.

Meetings and Ministers - - - 152, 172
Andrew Borland, M.A.—
Studies in Philippians 19, 34, 65, 81,

100, 124, 161, 185, 201, 221, 247

J. M. Davies—
The Epistle to the Romans 131, 149,

174, 202, 234, 250

Chart—The Epistles to the Romans 134-135
John Douglas— .

Suffering - - - - - - - 1
J. L. Erck—

Story of the English Bible 21, 44, 66

Hymns and their Writers 112, 141, 164,
188, 212, 236, 260
John Ferguson—

A New Year's Message. - - - 30
W. H. Ferguson— '

Prayer - - - - - - - 198
Wm. Ferguson— .

“Alive unto God” - - - - - 8
A. Gilmour—

Shew the Home - - - - - 57

Gerald R. Gough—

The Father’s Confidence in the Son -
Three Days’ Journey - - -

Wm. Hoste, B.A.—
Notes on the Apocalypse 13, 41, 68, 91,
116, 136, 154, 181, 204, 224, 255
The Believer’s Questxon Box 22 46,
70, 94, 118, 143, 166, 190, 214, 238 262

W. H. Hunter—

The Four Great Monarchies of Daniel - 77
102, 146, 170, 218, 242

109
245

Jas. F. Johnson—

The Burnt Offering. - - - - 50
Feeding on the Lamb - - - --258

Dr. Matthews— Page,

The Church - - - - - - 257
John Miller—

Christ—All Sufficient - - - - 209
Mark H. Prior—

Bethlehem - - - - .- - 4

Babylon - - - - - - 74

Marah - - - - - - - 122
John Ritchie—

The Christian and Politics - - - 118
Wm. Rodgers—

A Royal Cemetery - - - 2

God-given Formula of Baptlsm - - 29
E. W. Rogers—

The Kingdom 26, 129, 158, 178, 207,

228, 252

The Parables of the Kingdom - 59 78

The Messiah—His Miracles - - '104
H. W. Soltau—

Two False Religions - - - - 87
H. T. Spencer—

The Strange Woman - - - - 31

Strange Children - - - - - 54

Strange Doctrines - - - - 98
H. Steedman—

“His Majesty” - - - - - 39

The Unpardonable Sm - - - 199
J. Charleton Steen—

“Union with Christ” 49, 73, 97, 121,

145, 169, 193, 217, 241
Harold St. John—

The Holy Convocation - - - - 8
“His Workmanship we are” - - - 25
The Feasts of the Lord - =~ 43

“The Holy Seasons of Jehovah” 62, 83,
127, 159, 183, 194
The Feasts of Jehovah - - - - 107



CONTENTS—(Continued).

James M. S. Tait— Page.

The Altar and the Chest - - - 87
S. Turner—

Qualifications for a Christian Teacher - 197
A. G. Westacott—

Christ—The Rock - B - - 230
Bible Subjects - - - - - - 254
Characteristics of Anti-Christ in the

Words of Scripture - - - 38
Chart—Set Seasons of Jehovah - - 14-15
Christ the Fulfiller - - - - - 113
Crumbs from His Table 20, 90, 118, 187,

227, 260

Perfect through Suffering - - - 140
Selected Fragments 12, 36, 85, 111, 138,

156, 177, 211

Softening - - - - - 2115

The Preacher’s. Corner - - - - 33

The Regions Beyond - -
The “Shall Nots” of John’s Gospel - -
The Unfermented Wine Question - -
Poetry:—
Above and Below
Treasure Hid in a Field. Ada R Haber-
shon - -
The Vessel of Wrought Gold
The Word of God - -
A Helping Hand - - -
A Prayer. A. Toplady - -
Rock of Ages - -
Our Man’s Rejected. Wm Shaw
The Advent of Christ - -
Israel’s LLamentation and Redemptlon
St. Gregory's Hymn to the Diety
“l am a Prayer.” Ada R. Habershon
Give Thanks -
The Shadow of the CIOSS—H G. G

[ T T S T T T S T B T |

oS =



THE BELIEVER'S MAGAZINE.

Treasury Notes.

SUFFERING. By JoHN DOUGLAS, OF ASHGILL.

O part of our Christianity is more mis-
understood and least desired than
that which entails suffering. Paul had it
intimated to him at conversion (Acts’ix.
16), “For I will shew him what great
things he must suffer for My Name's
sake.” So Paul passes the same on to the

Philippians (chap. i. 29), “ For unto you |

it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only
to believe in Him, but also to suffer for
His sake.” So the path of the Christian

is dual in its prospect : suffering presently, .

glory in the future. It is illustrated by
the path Jonathan went in 1 Sam..xiv. 4,
“ A rock on the one side, Bozez, which
means shiming ; and on the other side
Seneh, meaning thornbush.”
Song of Songs iv. 16, “ The bride calls

Again, in |

upon the north wind (adversity), and the -

south wind (pleasantness) to blow upon
her garden.” Both were necessary to
produce the spices for her beloved.
Cor. ix. 23-33, Paul passes through thorn-
bush and adversity, but in 1 Cor. xii. he
passes through singing and pleasantness.
Paul is let down by man (2 Cor. xi. 33),
only to be taken up by God (2 Cor. xii. 2).
The Psalmist makes four expressions as to
affliction in Psa. cxix. In verse 67 we
have correciton, verse 71 education, verse
75 faithfulness, verse 92 sustemance. In
Heb. xii. 6, it is because He loves me. It
is also a proof, “I am one of the family,
and that I might become more like Him
(morally).” The cause of affliction may be
for faithfulness, as in Job, or unfaithful-
ness, as in Naomi. Its chawnel may be
Satan (2 Cor. xii. 7). The world (John
xv. 19). Your own household (Matt.
X. 26). Its wature may be material, rvela-

tive, or personal. Job experienced the
1

In2'

three. Its object (John xi. 4). The Glory
of God and the Son (John xv. 2). More
fruit (Heb. xii. 10). Partakers of His holi-
ness (2 Cor. xii- 9). - The power of Christ
might rest upon me (2 Cor. i. 4). That we
comfort others. Solomon, in Ecclesiastes,
chap. vil. 2, tells us it is better to go to
the house of mourning, than to go to the
house of feasting. John, in his Gospel,
introduces us to both. Chap. ii., we are
in the house of feasting ; chap. xi., we are
in the house of mourning. Both are occa-
sions for His glory, but in the one He turns
water into wine, but in the other He turns
death into life. In John x., we have His
death, John xi. His care, John xii. His
glory, John x. the shepherd dies, John xi.
a sheep dies. It is wonderful that before
I am called to go through the valley of the
shadow of death, He who is my shepherd
therein in Psa. xxiii., has passed through
the reality of death in Psa. xxii. John x.
40, Jesus goes beyond Jordan (death).
John xi., they say, “ Had’st Thou been
here.”” Let us look at the bitterness of
the house of mourning. In John xi. 6
His patience, verse 28 His presence, verse
35 His puty, verse 41 His power. Look at
the patience of Mary in contrast to the
restlessmess of Martha. Verse 32 Mary falis
at His feet, no new place for her in Luke xi.
She is there as a disciple to learn on, in John
xi. she is there as a mourner to be comforied.
Martha could say, “It was good for me
that I was afflicted, that I might learn
Thy statutes.” Mary could say, “ Except
Thy law had been my delights, I
should have perished in mine affliction”
(John xi.). Sorrow may endure for a
night (John xii.). But joy cometh in
the morning. - Amen.
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A Royal Cemetery

By WM. RopGeErs oF OMAGH.

S you have walked through some
ancient burial ground, and have gazed
on the various memorials of those whose
bodies lie mouldering to dust in it, you
have doubtless seen much that was of in-
terest, and, it may be, have been not a little
profited as well. Now I want you to walk
with me through a cemetery more ancient
than any you have thus far visited, in the
hope that you will find it too both interest-
ing and profitable.

It is the burying place at Jerusalem of
the royal house of Judah; and if you in-
quire, how are we to get there, I reply, it
is quite easy, for we have but to open our
Bibles at the Second Book of Chronicles.
There we find a series of particulars, which
are not elsewhere recorded, as to the place
and manner of the burial of the kings, of
whose times it contains the history; and,
unlike the records usually inscribed on-
tombstones, which tell only what is good of
the person lying beneath, we shall find that
these appraise each man at his actual worth,
as estimated by those left behind him.

‘When a king of Judah died, his subjects
appear to have had it in their power to
decide where and how his burial should be;
and however much they may have flattered
him in his lifetime, having now nothing
either to fear or to hope from him, they
seem to have made their real opinion very
manifest in each case. They proved them-
selves shrewd judges too, and even where
they had allowed their king to lead them
into wickedness while he was alive, they
showed that they still knew the difference
between good and evil, when it came to be
a question of his funeral. '

Thus it may be also with ourselves. We
may have been flattered and fawned upon,
until we have come to hold much too high
an opinion, both of our spirituality, and of
our ability. But behind all this flattery, we
have been scrutinized carefully; and it
would perhaps surprise some of us very
much, were we to see ourselves as others
see us, and to learn how well our measure
has been taken.

But come along to this royal cemetery,
and let us see what is to be found there.
Like every other place of the kind, there are
in it some positions more honourable than
others; and here in the very best of all, we
find a well-known name. It is the tomb of
Hezekiah, concerning whom the record is,
“They buried him in THE CHIEFEST
OF THE SEPULCHRES of the sons of
David, and all did him honour at his
death,”—2 Chron. 32. 33. Well they might
do so, for since the days of David himself,
there had been no king like him (2Kings 18.
5). There had been good men of course,
but none of whom it could be said, as it
was of him, “In every work that he began,
in the service of the house of God, and in
the law, and in the commandments, to seek
his God, he did it with all his heart and
prospered,”—2 Chron. 31. 21. There had
been kings who sought to put down idola-
try; yet the brazen serpent, which had been
turned into an idol, was let alone until he
destroyed it (2 Kings 18. 4); and the high
places where unauthorised worship of the
Lord was carried on (as distinct from those
devoted to false gods), were not interfered
with, until he put an end to them (2 Chron.
32.12). And there had been those, as Jeho-
shaphat, who desired to bring together the
two parts of the divided nation; but none

| who made a definite effort in that direction
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on a scriptural basis, until Hezekiah did so
in 2 Chron. 30. 1-11.

But moving onward, we notice another
sepulchre, which, like Hezekiah’s, is evid-
ently that of someone held in high esteem.
When we reach it, we find to our surprise
that, although in the royal cemetery, it is
not the tomb of a king at all, but of the
high priest Jehoiada. This man, while not
himself a king, might like a certain earl
famous in English history, have been called
a king-maker; for it was to him king Joash
owed his crown; and through his instru-
mentality God was pleased to preserve the
line of the house of David in a time of
deadly peril. Of him we read, “They
buried him in the city of David’ AMONG
THE KINGS; because he had done geod
in Israel, both toward God, and toward His
house” (2 Chron. 24. 16).

Passing by other honoured tombs, such
as that of Josiah, who, we may see, lost his
life prematurely, by meddling with strife
which did not concern him (2 Chron. 35.
20-25) ; and that of Asa, who seems to have
outlived his usefulness (2 Chron. 16.12-14) ;
we arrive at the boundary of the royal
cemetery proper, though beyond it there
lies an extension of the field in which it is
situated. Placed away by itself in this por-
tion, we see the sepulchre of Uzziah, the
leper king, as lonely in his burial as he was
during the latter years of his life. His
story is that of a good man, who allowed
his testimony to be ruined beyond recovery
in a moment of pride. Concerning him it is
said, “He was marvellously helped till he
was strong, but when he was strong his
heart was lifted up to his destruction.”
And when he died we read, “They buried
him IN THE FIELD of the burial of the
kings, for they said, He is a leper” (2 Chro.
26. 15, 16, 23).

Still further away from the resting places
of Judah’s great ones, we come on quite a
group of tombs, those of the men concern-
ing whom it is written, “They buried him
in the city of David, but not in the sepulul-
chres of the kings.” Among them we find
Joash, who got on well so long as he allowed
himself to be guided by the good priest
Jehoiada ; but who showed himself in his
true colours, as soon as the prop was re-
moved, and evil associates got his ear (2 -
Chron. 24. 25). Here too lies Ahaz, the
man who sought to improve on the order of
God’s worship by arrangements of his own,
(2 Chron. 28. 27, with 2 Kings 16. 10-17).
And here in the uttermost corner is the
neglected tomb of Jehoram, concerning
whom it was written, “The people made no
burning for him, like the burning of his
fathers....and he departed WITHOUT
BEING DESIRED” (2 Chron. 21. 19-20).
Possibly when he first ascended the throne,
it might have been said of him, as it was
of Saul, “On whom is all the DESIRE of
Israel, is it not on thee”; but if so, he
speedily manifested himself to be a troubler
of the nation, until at his end God’s people
were glad to be rid of him.

Before bringing our walk to a close, I
would like to take you to the grave of yet
another king; but you will have to travel
some distance to get there; for not only
must we leave the royal cemetery, and its
environs, but we must go outside the walls
of Jerusalem itself. Moreover we shall
have difficulty in discovering the exact spot,
for there is no memorial stone, and the
nearest indication we are given, is that it
lies in the place where the citizens buried
their dead asses. It is the grave of Jehoiac-
him, and the record is to be found, not in
2nd Chronicles this time, but in Jer. 22.
18, 19, where we read, “They shall not
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lament for him, saying, Ah my brother, .. ..
he shall be buried with the BURIAL OF
AN ASS, drawn and cast forth, beyond
the gates of Jerusalem.” This was the end
of a man who trampled on everyone’s rights
(verses 13-17), in order to gratify his own
selfish whims. Small wonder that there
was no one to say, “Ah my brother,” when
he died. o '

Now let me remind you, my brother, that
these things have been “written for our ad-
monition,” and it rests with ourselves to
profit by the lessons which they teach. If
the Lord were to remove us, would our
funerals be like that of Stephen, over whom
“devout men made great lamentation” (Acts
8 2); or that of Dorcas, where “all the
widows stood by, weeping and showing ...”
—Acts 9.39? Or would it be on the other
hand with us, as with Jehoram, that our
departure would be looked on as a relief
by the people of God? Let us remember
too that our fecord is being day by day set

down, not by our fellow-men merely, but.

by God Himself. And ahead of us there
lies, not alonte the rough and ready justice
which those who knew us may mete out to
us on the day of our funeral, but the judg-
ment seat of Christ, where we shall all be
made manifest as we really are; and where
the Lord will honour us, according as we
have honoured Him here.

Emblems of the Holy Spirit.

1. WATER (John vii. 87, 39)—Cleansing—Refresh-
ing—Freely given.

2. Fire (Acts ii. 2-4; Matt. iii. 11)—Purifying—

‘ Warming-—Illuminating.

3. WiND (John iii. 8)—Powerful—Reviving.

4. O (Isa. Ixi. 1; Luke iv. 18)—Healing—Com-
forting.

5. RaiN AND DEw (Deut. xxxiii. 3; Micah v. 7)—
Fertilising—Refreshing—Abundant. .

9. Dove (Luke iii. 22)—Gentle—Meek—Forgiving.

Bethlehem

By Mark H. Prior oF CHICHESTER.

T goes without saying that Bethlehem
takes a special place in our affections,
because of its associations with the birth of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and it has a glory
of its own in this connection to which no
other Sacred Spot in the Land of Israel
can lay claim.

It is well known that the word Bethlehem
means “The House of Bread,” and with
good reason when we consider that it was
here that He, who is the “Bread of Life”
was pleased to manifest Himself, in great

" humility, as a Babe born in a manger.

Cruden gives a second meaning to this
name—""The House of War.” Whether the
word bears this meaning also I cannot say,
but its history lends some colour to the sug-
gestion, for there were born at Bethlehem
David, who slew Goliath; Elhanan, who
overcame Goliath’s brother; and lastly our
Blessed Lord, that “mighty valiant man,”
who met all the powers of darkness and of
this world and overthrew them.

While it was here that the Bread of Life
was first manifested, yet it is interesting to
note that the earliest records of Bethlehem
mention the death of Rachel, and the famine
in the time of Naomi—and this is not to be
wondered at, for there could be no life-
giving, and soul-satisfying, food until He
came, who should be the fulfilment of the
types and shadows we are about to trace.

-The first and last references we have, in
the Old Testament, to Bethlehem are in
Gen, 35. 19-20 and Micah 4. and 5. Sym-
bolically, in Genesis, and prophetically, in
Micah, the language is of great similarity,
for Israel is put on one side (prefigured by
Rachel’s death) until she recognises that
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“Benoni—the Son of my sorrow” is “ Ben-
jamin—the Son of the right hand.” When
Israel thus acknowledges the Messiah “then
the remnant of His brethren shall return
unto the children of Israel.” Micah 5. 3.
Jacob’s action now is deeply interesting;
for just as God, consequent upon the rejec-
jection of Christ and His Session to His
(God’s) Right hand, goes out into all the
world with the Gospel, so now Jacob
spreads his tent beyond the Tower of Edar,
a word which is explained in Micah 4. 8
margin as meaning “the Tower of the flock
....of Zion.” So also the Good Shepherd
in John 10, rejected by the shepherds of
Israel, tells of the other (Gentile) sheep
which He must bring, so that there may be
one flock and one Shepherd (v. 16).
Benjamin* was thus born at Bethlehem,
and the names given him by his parents
point forward to the One who was the
Man of Sorrows (see also Luke 2. 35), yet
also the One appointed by the Father to
have all rule and authority, and, while He
waits for all His enemies to be made His
footstool, He is exalted to the right hand of
God—a Prince and a Saviour, and is able
to save to the uttermost all that come unto
God by Him. Of Benjamin it is said he
shall “ravin as a wolf; in the morning he
shall devour the prey, and at night he shall
divide the Spoil.” Further that “the Be-
loved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by
Him.” In all this we see in type the Mighty
Congqueror, the Beloved of God, the Divider
of the Spoils of His Victory.
“Love that gives not as the world but shares
All it possesses with its loved co-heirs.”
In 1 Samuel 10. we have another refer-
ence to Bethlehem, for, after he had an-

*Though Benjamin means the Son of the Right hand
many of his descendents were ‘“left handed” see Judges
3. 15; 20. 16; 1 Chron. 12, 2,

e

nointed Saul to be King of Israel, Samuel
directs him to the tomb of Rachel at Bethle-
hem. This was a God-given opportunity
for Saul-—for as he stood by the grave of
her, who died a sorrowing mother, he hears
of a father “who sorroweth for you, saying
What shall I do for my Son?” This wan-
dering, and “lost” descendent of Rachel is
the object of a father’s tenderest love. This
should have awakened Saul to his need, and
reflections at the Tomb of Rachel might
have led to his conversion, and full surren-
der to God, but Samuel’s injunction to do
“as occasion serve thee” is unheeded and
Rachel’s tomb provides no message to his
soul.

It is not far from Bethlehem that the
three men, going up to God to Bethel, meet
him. They have with them three kids, three
loaves and a bottle of wine. To Saul they
give two loaves. What a sign is this—for
the kids represent to us that which was
offered to the Lord in Sacrifice, and so set
forth Christ in His death ; the loaves tell of
the Bread of Life, while the Wine sets be-
fore us, amongst other things, the joy of
His Salvation (Isa. 55. 1). .

It was the greatest opportunity of his life
and though he seemed to be deeply moved
yet there the matter ended (v. 13) and
Saul’s subsequent history tells its own sad
story. Reader, if unsaved you be, do not
miss your day of opportunity—for how will
you escape if you neglect so great salvation.
Saul’s neglect bears its own fruit in rebel-
lion against God and hatred of the One
after His own heart. An evil spirit troubles
him, and a gloom settles over his soul from
which he is powerless to free himself. He
goes from bad to worse till, finally, he seeks
relief from the darkness that he had brought
upon himself by trying to consult with those
evil spirits which had lured him to his own
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destruction. Surely a solemn lesson in these
days when spiritism abounds. Yet, in the
midst of all this misery, God gives him, and
that again from Bethlehem, the very same
sign that was shewn to him at the first,
when he turned unmoved from the tomb of
Rachel, and He sends it, moreover, by the
hand of His annointed—even David.

This brings us to 1 Sam. 16, David is
annointed King at Bethlehem. It is a beau-
tiful typical picture of Christ. The lan-
guage used sets before us that Blessed One
—David’s Son, yet David’s Lord—the King
yet also the king’s Son. The unnamed Ser-
vant (how frequently this unnamed servant
—blessed type of the Holy Spirit—occurs
in Scripture e. g., Gen. 24. 2; 2 Kings 5. 10;
Ruth 2. 5) speaks to Saul of the Lord’s
annointed :~—"cunning (or skilful) in play-
ing (for worship comes first), a mighty
valiant man, and a man of war, and pru-
dent in matters, and a comely person, and
the Lord is with him.” So the father sends
the Son with a present, not of silver and
gold, for Israel’s King but just that which
would meet his soul’s need. David comes
bringing “bread, and a bottle of wine and a
kid.” Again Bethlehem yields its tokens of
a Saviour yet to come. “God speaketh once,
yea ‘twice, but man perceiveth it not.”

But this is not all; for again in Chap. 17.
after Israel, and its king, had been fully
tested for 40 days, David is sent forth, with
Divine urgency (“run”) to look how his
brethren fare. Again from the House of
Bread he sets forth laden with parched
corn, bread and cheeses, but leaves all these
blessings with the (again unnamed) keeper
of the carriage, till he had met the foe and
triumphed gloricusly—for none of the bles-
sings Christ has for us could really be en-
joyed till He had met the foe. Thereupon

God blesses us with all Spiritual blessings
in the heavenly places in Christ. Bethle-
hem, after Calvary, yields its royal dainties.
“The Bread that I will give is My flesh,
which I will give for the life of the World.”
—John 6.

Going back now to the Books of Judges
and Ruth, we find several mentions of Beth-
lehem. Jonathan, the Levite, leaves “The
House of Bread” to find his living by serv-
ing false gods. Apparel, money and ‘“Vic-
tuals” are promised him and thus started
the idolatry and apostacy of Dan. Another
Levite’s life of sin at Bethlehem is faith-
fully recorded by God and makes very sad
reading. Can we wonder that a famine
comes upon this very spot, for even to-day
is there not a dearth of spiritual food where
sin is countenanced? With this the Book
of Ruth opens. Nor is the famine confined
merely to Bread, for Naomi, wandering
into the far country of Moab, is deprived of
her husband, and all that made life sweet
to her. She is made to drink the bitter
waters of Marah. She hears, however, in
the far country “that the Lord had visited
His people in giving them bread,” and she
returns with Ruth, reaching Bethlehem just
as they are commencing to reap the rich
harvest of that Divine visitation. Naomi’s
story seems almost to be re-told, only with
added glory, in Luke 15.—by the story of
the Prodigal.

Now Boaz (In him is strength) was of
the kindred of Elimelech (God, my king)
and he was a mighty man of wealth. His
name is for ever perpetuated by one of the
Brazen pillars of the Temple (2 Chron. 3.
17). He is marked out by the Spirit of
God thus :—“Behold, Boaz, came from
Bethlehem.” Precious type of Christ!

The stranger from Moab (really a type
of the remnant who return Mic. 5. 3, but
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also illustrating the sinner coming to God)
is a special object of his grace, and the
subject of the conversation between him
and the servant (again unnamed) set over
the reapers; it is not long before she is re-
joicing in saving grace, drinking of the
water the young men have drawn* from the
well of Bethlehem and feasting at the table
of Boaz, who reaches to her the bread, the
parched corn and the vinegars.  Again
these precious tokens of salvation are seen
at Bethlehem and provide rich food for the
soul. If the book starts with the lpss of
Elimelech (God my king) yet we see the
purposes of God restored to Israel in the
last verse in the person of David—the king.

Turning again for a moment to Micah’s
prophecy we again see the Man of Sorrows
—the Judge of Israel smitten on the cheek
with a rod—typified in Genesis by Benoni.
We read also the words “But thou Bethle-
hem Ephratah, though thou be little . .. yet
out of thee shall He come forth unto Me
that is to be ruler in Israel (the antitype of
Benjamin) whose goings forth have been
from everlasting.”—35. 2. In the compass of
this short verse we have the Incarnation,
Death, Resurrection and Ascension of
Christ, as well as His Eternal Diety and
Godhead and coming kingdom.

All these things prepare us for the sweet
story of the manifestation of His glory,
when, born of a Virgin as a Babe in Beth-
lehem’s manger, we see Him, most blessedly
Man, yet also eternally God-—our Saviour.
Surely we can say God hath visited His
people in giving them Bread—the bread
which came down from heaven and which

*It is noteworthy that David longed for a drink of
the water from this well and three young men went in
jeopardy of their lives to get it for him. We may
challenge our hearts as to whether we are willing to
pay the price to give Him to drink, to say nothing of
whether we draw water from its profound depths that
others, as well as ourselves, may drink and be refreshed.

God describes as “My bread.” “The Bread
of God.” Tt is of the greatest practical im-
portance to our souls to remember and act
upon the words of our Lord Jesus in John
6. 57 : “As the Living Father hath sent Me,
and [ live by the Father : so he that eateth
Me, even he shall live by Me.”

o

Above and Below.

“ As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing ”’ (2 Cor. vi. 10).

N the bosom of the Father,

Centre of His endless love,

In the light and in the glory,
Thus in Christ I dwell above.

Filling up His bitter sufferings,
Drinking of His cup of woe,
And rejoicing as I do it,
Thus with Christ I walk below.

There above I rest, untroubled,
All my service to adore ;

Cross and shame and death and sorrow
Left behind for evermore.

Therefore am I never weary

Journeying onward through the waste ;
And the bitter Marah waters

Have but sweetness to my taste.

While He tells the wondrous secret
Of His perfect love to me,

‘While His heart’s exhaustless fulness
In His blessed face I see;

Can there be but joy and glory
In His Cross and shame below ?

Sweet each mark of His rejection ;
‘Where His steps are, I must go.

One the path, and one the sorrow—
Path the angels cannot tread ;
Sorrow giving sweet assurance
We are members, He the Head.

Blessed path that ends to-morrow
In the place where He has gone,

Thus the silver trumpets sounding,
Through the waste we journey on.
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The Holy Gonvocations.

Parr III. By HaroLD ST. JOHN,

N passing with these papers into a new
volume, it seems only courteous to
salute one’s readers, and to wish you all
a very happy, holy New Year. It has
been my privilege to receive so many
notes of kind appreciation, and to have
shaken hands with so many subscribers
to this magizine, in Canada and the States,
that I feel I am addressing more friends
than strangers.

Resuming our study, I remind you that
the feasts of Jehovah fall into two main
divisions—

(@) The festivals of spring, in which
God’s early ways with the Church and
Israel are shadowed forth, as well
soul, thus—

1. The Passover, the Cross of Calvary.

2. The unleavened bread, or God’s

demand for a holy life from His
redeemed ones.

3. The wave sheaf, forecasting the

resurrection of Christ.

4. The two loaves, speaking of the

power of Pentecost.

(b) The holidays (holy days) of the
autumn, in which are mirrored forth
the deeper experiences of restored Israel,
of the Church in her last days on earth,
and of the matured saint as he walks
on in fellowship with God. These are—

5. The trumpets, or the light of the

Rapture and God’s call to His
scattered nations (Isa. xxvii. 13).
6. The day of atonement, in which
the repentance of Israel and a

life of deep self-judgment are
shewn.

7. The tabernacles, representing the
Church’s entry into glory, the
settlement of Israel in Canaan
under the rule of the Shepherd
of the sea (Isa. Ixiii. 11. See
Sept., and Rev. vii. 17.), and the
heart’s present experience of a
life of triumphant rest.

Then again, the four spring festivals
divide into two pairs : the Passover and
the unleavened bread being together, and
the wave sheaf and the two loaves closely
connected.

The former pair could be celebrated
anywhere, whether in Egypt, Babylon,
Sinai, Rome or Jerusalem ; but the latter
two could only be kept in Canaan.

The former teach us that the Cross and
a holy life are the moral foundations on
which all spiritual life rests; in all ages,
from the threshold of the one gate of the
earthly Eden up to the twelve which
adorn the heavenly city, these have been
the two-leaved doors by which alone souls
can enter into righteousness and peace
with God ; the latter deal with the super-
structures of man’s life.

There has been much confusion both in
writing and in speaking upon the third
and fourth feasts, and hence we shall need
to move with great caution and humility.
It is comforting to remember that if, like
my predecessors, I slip, there is sure to be
some scholarly Scotsman who will kindly
write and correct me.

Taking the wave sheaf and the two
loaves together, we find that they are alike

“in this, that both are firstfruits, and
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therefore must agree in foreshadowing the
general features of that type in Scripture,
and consequently

() Both must speak, of resurrection,
or life out of death.

(b) Both reveals God’s absolute claim
to the undivided allegiance of His
people in Israel, Jehovah demanded
the best of the corn and wine and
oil as well as the firstborn of man
and beast, and certainly the higher
privileges of the Church will not
allow us to escape on any lower
terms.

(c) Each suggests gladness : in Israel
the “joy of harvest’ *was pro-
verbial, and many of my readers
will remember when the ministry
of Christ risen set them free from
the Weary labours of law-keeping
and brought them into the glorious

liberty of the children of God (see

Psa. iv. 7 and Isa. ix. 3).

Such is the general character of these
two feasts, but when we turn to examine
their points of difference we discover a
deep cleavage between them.

First, in the date of their observance.

The wave sheaf was offered on the
“ morrow after the sabbath,” apparently
during the week of unleavened bread, and
hence is closely connected with the Pass-
over.

The two loaves were brought on the
corresponding day of the week exactly
fifty days later, namely, seven weeks and
a day after the waving of the sheaf.

It will be noted that both offerings were
brought on the first day of the week, thus
stressing their peculiarly ‘¢ Christian ”

character ; both clearly belong to the new
order introduced by the empty, open
grave of Christ.

Secondly, in the nature of the offering.

The wave sheaf was plucked in the
harvest field and. carried just as it was to
the sanctuary : the two loaves were made
from bruised grain, moulded by human
hands, baken with leaven, and carried
from the worshipper’s kitchen into the
temple courts.

Thirdly, the sacrifices which accom-
panied the firstfruits.

The wave sheaf demanded a * he-lamb
without blemish, a yearling,” for a burnt
offering, but no sin offering was needed ;
a touching and beautiful witness to the
perfections of Immanuel.

He who brought the two loaves must
also offer seven he-lambs, one young
bullock, and two rams as a burnt offering :
that is to say, ten sacrifices were needed
to set forth the fame of Him who met all
the responsibilities of His people ; as is
well known, the number ten is used
throughout Scripture to represent the
claims of God.

But significantly, there may be added
‘““ one buck of the goats ”’ for a sin offering
and two he-lambs for a sacrifice of peace-
offerings ; the witness of the judgment of
evil and resultant peace with God are
needed by s, but never by Him.

Fourthly, the respective titles given to
these two ‘ firstfruits 7’ feasts must be
carefully distinguished : if we confound
them we not only confuse the details of
ancient festivals (a matter of relatively
minor importance), but we may err as to
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what is peculiar to Christ, and un-
knowingly rob Him of His glory.

The ““ wave sheaf " is called “ The sheaf
of the firstiruits of your harvest ” (Lev.
xxiii. 10).

The *“ two loaves ” are styled

(@) The feast of harvest (Ex. xxiii. 16).

(b) The feast of weeks (Ex. xxxiv. 22;

Deut. xvi. 10; 2 Chron. viii. 13).

(¢) The firstfruits of wheat harvest.

(d) The day of the firstfruits (Num.

xxviii. 26).

(¢) The day of Pentecost (Actsii. 1, etc).

Confining ourselves to the wave sheaf
in this article, we may begin by describing
the ritual given in Lev. xxiii., so that the
facts may be clearly before us ere we seek
to extract their typical values. FEach year
in the days immediately preceding barley
harvest the Hebrew farmer informed the
Priest that his grain was ripened, and asa
token of this brought a sample sheaf (Heb-

)

rew “ OMER ) to the temple ; this would be-

held until the following ““ Sunday ” (viz.,
the day after the Sabbath), and then was
borne into the holy place and solemnly
waved before Jehovah as a reminder of the
work on the ground of which His people
wore accepted before Him (see v. 11, with
Eph. i. 6, “ taken into favour in the
Beloved ).

On the same day the Lamb was slain
with its meal offering of Two-tenths of
fine flour mingled with ‘oil, and its drink
offering of wine, a fourth part of a hin.
The proportions should be noted, since
the two-tenths ”’ is in direct conflict with
‘the “law of graded offerings ” given in
Num. xv. 1-16, and to which this passage
{Lev. xxiii. 13) is the only exception.

In Numbers xv. 4-6 we are told that
one-tenth of fine flour was to be offered
with each lamb, but for the more costly
sacrifice of a ram the meal offering must
be Two-tenths.

The infidel shrugs his shoulders and
suggests that the pen of Moses slipped,
but faith bends reverently in the presence
of the Spirit who gave us the Word. He
who held the hand of Moses was looking
on to Christ, and He would especially
honour the Lamb on the supreme day of
His triumph, and thus a double witness
to His unsullied manhood (the flour) as
conceived by the Hloy Ghost (mingled
with oil) must be presented.

To me, such minor harmonies of the
Word are like the carved work of the
Sanctuary, filling me with awe and
worship. They are like the very signature
of Deity, like the watermark woven into
a sheet of paper, and authenticate the
inspiration of the Scriptures beyond any
challenge.

But these witnesses are not only to be
heard in definite statements, but are also
found in the silence of the Word (Heb.
vii. 3).

My readers are doubtless familiar with
the two chapters in the book of Numbers
(xxviii.-xxix.), in which there is given an
exact list of all the sacrifices accompanying
the annual feasts. It is surely significant
that the day of the wave sheaf is wholly
passed over as if on that one day no
special offering were needed.

On every day in the year a sin offering
was brought, and on each feast day there
was added a sacrifice of peace offerings.
The sin offering spoke of God’s hatred of
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evil, and the peace offering told of His and
our delight in the work of Christ. The one
exception is the day of the wave sheaf,
and on this the solitary figure of the Lamb
for a burnt offering (God’s delight in His
Son) is seen, but no second sacrifice to
suggest that the shadow of sin, nor even
the remotest contribution on the part of
His redeemed ones, would be allowed to
divert the attention or share in the glory
of that cloudless day, a mourning without
clouds.

There is a real difficulty in regard to
the exact date of this feast, and I can only
state but not settle it. The Bible nowhere
as far as T know distinctly states that it
fell in the same week as the feast of un-
leavened bread, and therefore we cannot
teach definitely that the waving took
place on the Lord’s Day after the Passover.

There are two distinct parties amongst
the Hebrews, viz., the Jews and the
Samaritans : the former waved the sheaf
on the morrrow after the sabbath of the
Passover week, and thus the waving was
fixed for the first day of the week. The
Samaritans counted the Passover as a
Sabbath, irrespective of what day on
which it might fall, and thus the waving
might fall on any day of the week. A
detail closely connected with our theme
may be glanced at here.

That our blessed Lord died in the after-
noon is a fact fixed by the direct state-
ments of Scripture (Matt. xxvii. 46, three
pm.). Then His own often repeated
prophecy laid down that He must remain
three days and three nights in the tomb.

There seems to be a widespread beleif
that He rose from the dead in the morning.

The phrase, “ the resurrection morning,”
is so rooted in our minds that many would
be surprised if they were told that such
words are not found in Scripture.

If it is true that the Saviour did rise in
the morning, then He cannot by any
showing have been three days and three
nights in the grave. We may take which
we please, but we certainly cannot accept
both statements as literally true.
Reckoning from one afternoon to an
event happening on a subsequent morning
may be 21 or 31 days, but cannot be an
equal number of days and nights.

But the Gospels do not, as I believe,
support the venerable tradition of a
resurrection in the morning, and, in fact,
all the evidence points the other way.

The women came to the tomb, according
Matthew, ‘‘ late on the Sabbath on the
next day after the Sabbath ” (xxviii. 1).
Many add “ by nights,” but the weight
of evidence seems to be against this. In
Mark xvi. 1, ““ very early on the first of
the week, they come to the sepulchre ” ;
according to Luke xxiv. 1, “on the
morrow after the Sabbath, very early
indeed in the morning, they came to the
tomb ;” and in John xx. 1, * Mary of
Magdala come in early morn to the tomb
while it was yet dark ” (Darby Version).

I believe that our Lord yielded His life
on Wednesday at three p.m., and that He
rose again on Saturday evening : that is
at or soon after 6 o’clock when the Jewish
first day of the week began. Some few
hours later the women came and found
that the resurrection had already taken
place on the previous night.
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Selected Fragments.

Could we with ink the ocean fill,

Were every blade of grass a quill,

Were the whole skies of parchment made,
And every man a scribe by trade,

To pen the Love of God above

‘Would drain the ocean dry,

Nor would one scroll contain the whole
Though stretched from sky to sky.

Written Over One of the Baths in the City of Bath.

These healing waters have flowed on from time
undated, their virtue unimpaired, their volume
undiminished, their heat unabated. They explain
the origin, account for the progress, and demand
the gratitude of the city of Bath.

Satan’s great effort is always to mix up the past
dispensation with the new order God has estab-
lished.

It is remarkable that when the Holy Ghost was
sent, there was no association with the temple—they
were in an upper room. It points to the new order
of things about to be established.

Satan always appears spivitually blind in the
Scriptures. ‘‘ Corrupted wisdom,” speaks of him
when fallen (Ezek. xxviii. 15-17).

I Know Not.
I kn:w not what of trial or ot joy
May lie before me in the untrod way ;
But yet I know sufficient grace is mine
For each succeeding day.

I know not whether there may partings be,
The rending of earth’s ties that are so sweet ;
But this I know, that rest for breaking hearts
Is found at Jesu’s feet.

I know not whether I shall serve Him where
The praise of man sheds glamour over toil,
Or in the lonely field of faith and prayer
Wait for the share of spoil.

I know not—yet I know that He plans all,
All that God chooseth is for ever best,.
And this He gives to those who only seek,

His will, and in Him rest.

If men die in their sins, they cannot hope to have
a better resurrection than they had a death.

Better die in a prison, die in a ditch, than die in
thy sins ; for if thou die in thy sins, thou shalt rise
in thy sins.

The command saith, #now repent. The impera-
tive hath no future tense. God saith, ‘“ To-day if
ye will hear His voice.” The devil saith, *“ To-
morrow.”’

It is one of the worst effects of prosperity to
make a man a vortex instead of a fountain; so
that, instead of throwing out, he learns only to
draw in.

In a mountain the law was propounded to Moses,.
in a mountain the law was expounded by Jesus;
the former to a man of God, the latter by the Son
of God; the one to a prophet of the Lord, the
other by the Lord of the prophets.;

Before any one can peruse the Scriptures to
profit the Lamb of God must open the seven seals.

Alas, how shall the blind see, when the seers are
blind! Those who would have put the eyes of

others in, had their own put out.

He is a murderer whose heart is full of hatred,
though his hands be free from violence.

The native comeliness of Scripture scorns the
unnatural colouring of a bewitching Jezebel.

Though the sweetness of the sauce may yield
pleasure to the palate, yet it is only the soundness
of the meat that can administer nourishment to the
blood.

There is a kiss of subjection and obedience, that
is the subject’s kiss ; there is a kiss of wantonness
and temptation, that is the harlot’s kiss ; there is a
kiss of dissimulation, that is the traitor’s kiss;
there is a kiss of tenderness and affection, that is
the brother’s kiss ; there is also a kiss of pity and

forgiveness, that is the Christian’s kiss.
L]

Man is the excellency of the creature, the saint is
the excellency of the man, grace is the excellency
of the saint, and glory is the excellency of grace.
Grace not only makes a man more a man, but it
also makes him more a saint than a man.
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Notes on the Apocalypse.

Crar. 5.6-14. Part 13. By W. HosTE, B.A.

UT not only does the Lamb still bear
the marks of His sacrificial work,

but also the outward and visible signs
of His
horns and seven eyes.” A horn, from being

power and  wisdom—" seven
the instrument of strength in cornutes, be-
comes the symbol of strength, e.g., “The
horn of Moab is broken” (Jer. 48. 25). So
to exalt the horn of anyone is to increase
his power and dignity. A horn is often
used for an earthly power, e.g., in Zech. 1.,
and later in this book for the “Great
Powers” of the revived Roman Empire,
which will be broken before Christ at His
coming in glory. The “seven eyes” are ex-
plained as “the seven Spirits of God (i.e.,
the seven-fold Spirit) sent forth into all the
carth,” or as Zechariah, to quote him again,
describes them, “the eyes of the Lord run-
ning to and fro through the whole earth”
(ch. 4. 10).
each Person of the Sacred Trinity shares

This shews once more how

in the accomplishment of these great de-
signs. Now, when the Lamb claims His
right to open the book, no one says Him
The One who occupies the throne

hands it to Him, and then those who cor-

nay.

respond, [ believe, to the witnesses of the
purchase in Jer. 32, at once attest His
claims. “The four living beings and four
and twenty elders fell down before the
Lamb, having each one of them a harp,

and golden vials full of odours, which are

the prayers of the saints.” “Which” here
agrees with “vials”—the prayers of the
saints, the vehicle of these odours, even the
fragrance of Christ, in whose Name they
ascend (see Exod. 30. 34-38). These saints
are the faithful remnant of Israel, God’s
witnesses on the earth. Even to-day the-
Jews are divided into two camps, liberal
and orthodox ; the former the advance-guard
of the Apostate nation to be; the latter the
nursery from which will arise the faithful
remnant of the last days. These prayers,
no doubt Spirit-indited, call upon the
Lamb to intervene on their behalf, and the
heavenly witnesses present them to Him.
Not only so; they attest His rights in a new
song. This is often read as though it were
the new song of their own redemption, but
surely they will have begun already to sing
that on earth. There are nine new songs
in the Bible; the first is the new song of
salvation, “He hath put a new song in my
mouth even praise unto our God” (Psa.
40. 3); next (2) the new song of the
righteous (Psa. 33. 3), for the blessings of
Psalm 32, of which forgiveness comes first ; -
then (3) the new song in honour of the
Coming Messiah—the servant of Jehovah
(Isa. 42. 10) ; next (4) the new song of all
the earth for the coming King (Psa. 96. 1);
(5) the new song of Israel for His mar-
vellous works (Ps. 98. 1); then (6) the
new song of Israel for their King (Psa.
149. 1); (7) the new song of Messiah for
victory (Ps. 144. 9-10); (8) the new song
of heaven, which only the 144,000 on earth
could learn (Rev. 14. 3); and lastly the
new song before us in this chapter, ascrib-
ing to the Lamb worthiness to open the
Book. We love to think of the Lord as
our own Redeemer and of the price He
has paid for our ransom, “His own precious
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blood” and certainly in a general sense this
chapter brings Him before us in this char-
acter, as the Lamb once slain. But strictly
speaking this is not the subject of this
song. His redemptive work, however
blessedly it applies to us, is of much wider
application than to the Church alone, and
extends to the earthly saints of the purchas-
ed inheritance. This is the case here and
for three reasons. First, there is no manu-
script authority for “us” in the phrase as
in A V. “redeemed us”; and also “made
them” and “they shall reign” of R.V. have
stronger support than “made us,” and “we
shall reign.” (2) The word for “redeem” is
not the ordinary word “lutroo, lutron,” of 1
Peter 1. 18; Titus 2. 14; Heb. 9. 22; Matt.
20. 28; Mark 10. 45, but agorazo—*‘to buy
in the market,” and except here and ch. 14.3
the word is always translated “buy.” (3) We
should not expect these Heavenly beings to
e looking forward to reigning on the earth,
whereas “they shall reign,” fits in very
well with the hope of earthly saints (see¢
Exod. 19. 6). The subject of the song is
not the worthiness of the Lamb in general,
“to be exalted” in the midst of the throne
(we glory in that) but “Worthy art Thou to
take the book and to open the seals thereof ;
for Thou wast slain and didst purchase
unto God with thy blood (men) of (Greek
—out of) every tribe and tongue and people
and nation, and madest them to be unto
our God a Kingdom and priests; and they
shall reign* upon the earth.”

This is indeed a new song. The Father’s
time, “which He had put in His own
power,” for Christ to restore the Kingdom
to Israel, has at length arrived, and the
prophecies touching that Kingdom and its
establishment, by judgment and power, are
about to be fulfilled at last. Christ is to

have ‘His true place in the scene of His
rejection. Now the angels are introduced
for the first time. They form a circle out-
side that inner one which has hitherto
occupied us, “I beheld and I heard the voice
of many angels round about the throne of
the living beings and the elders and the
number of them was ten thousand times

ten thousand and thousands of thousands.”

They are of the “elect,” but are not the
subjects of redemption, but those things
they had desired to look into—‘the suffer-
ings of Christ and the glory that should fol-
low,” lie open before them as a book. They
understand all now, it calls forth from them
an acknowledgement of the worthiness of
of the Lamb, “Worthy is the Lamb that
was slain to receive power and riches and
wisdom and strength and honour and glory
and blessing,” a wonderful seven-fold
ascription of praise to Him, through Whom
God had ever revealed Himself to themf,
and now as the Atoning Victim in a way
and degree, as never before. Still the circle
of praise widens, and we are carried on not
only to the millennial Kingdom, but to that
“far-off event” at the close of it, when
Christ shall have subdued every enemy
under His feet and shall have restored the
Kingdom to God, purged of every foe, and
in enhanced glory. To this Universal note
of praise the living-creatures add their
Amen, and the elders in perfect accord fall
down and worship Him that liveth for ever
and ever,

* ““Alexandrinus” the great Uncial M.S. at the British
Museum, known as A and also another Uncial of the
10th century, and one of the Syriac Versions give
‘“reign” in present tense, and this is adopted by the
R.V. Sinaiticus, known as Aleph, at (Petrograd) and
P of the 6th century, and a number of other authorities
give “shall reign,” and this I have adopted as apparent-
Iy more in accordance with the facts.

t The word in John 1. 18 is not only no-man—but
“‘oudeis’’—no-one.
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A New Year Message.

By Dr. W. H. Bisgopr, Wylam.

OOD Resolutions are in disrepute
amongst us, chiefly because so many
relied upon them in their unsaved state
as a means of grace; and also because
they were so seldom kept. There seems
to be an idea that they are actually
harmful, if not unscriptural. But if we
turn to Ecclesiastes 5; verse 4, we read
“ When thou vowest a vow unto God,
defer not to pay it; for He hath no
pleasure in fools; pay that thou hast
vowed. Better is it that thou shouldest
not vow ; than that thou shouldest vow
and not pay.” So it is not the making,
but the breaking of good resolutions-that
is bad. We shall be able to find abundant
suggestions for holy resolves in the Word.
Hebrews, for instance, contains fourteen
exhortations beginning with the words
“Let us,” any, or all, of which would
furnish us with material for good re-

solutions. Let me suggest a few more.
First, a resolve of

: OBEDIENCE.
Deut. 5; 27. * Speak thou unto us all

that the Lord our God shall speak unto
thee ; and WE WILL HEAR IT AND DO IT.”
That this good resolution was well-
pleasing to the Lord is clear, for He said
concerning it, “ They have well said all
that they have spoken.” And if only
there had been such a heart in them that
they had kept it, it would have been well
with them and their children for ever !
Shall we in all humbleness of mind, and
in absolute dependence upon the Holy
Spirit, say to our God, ‘ All that Thou
commandest us we will do, and BE
OBEDIENT ? ©*  That would be a good start
for 1929. As a matter of fact no other

would be needed. This resolution would
cover everything.

Turn to Daniel 1; 8. *“ But Daniel
purposed in his heart that he would not
defile himself with the portion of the
king’s meat, nor with the wine which he
drank.” Aresolve of

SANCTIFICATION.
How careful are we to obey the oft-
repeated command of our God, both in
His old and new Covenants, “ Be ye

holy?” How far during 1928 did we
keep ourselves “‘unspotted from the
world? ”  Did we have anything to do

with its feasts, its fetes, its pleasures, its
concerts, its religions ? If so let there be
a turning of the back on all these things,
and a stepping forth on the pathway trod
by Him Who was “ undefiled and sep-
arate from sinners.”

Read the familiar Josh. 24; 15. “As
for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord.” A resolve of

SERVICE.

Cast off that apathy, that sloth, that
timidity, and find out what you are fitted
for, and then in God’s Name po 11! If
it is not the prominent place on the plat-
form inside the Hall, or on a barrel out-
side, it may be the part of encouraging
the speaker by your constant presence
and careful attention. It may be
gathering in others to hear the Word :
or reading, or singing to the sick and
infirm, or blind; praying with some
stricken saint, or writing to some lonely
one. Or, perhaps, it may be opening, or
keeping the doors ; lighting the lamps, or
regulating the wventilators. Or even
staying at home to let someone else go to
the meeting. If you have a motor,
meeting the preacher, or collecting distant
or feeble folk who would not otherwise

.
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be able to come, would be a nice service.
But whatever it is po IT.

In Psalm 101 you may count fourteen
good résolutions, and the key to them all
is ““ I will not know a wicked person.” It
is a resolve to have done with all associa-
tions with evil things and evil doers, and
to have fellowship only with the faithful
and the one that walketh in a perfect way.
It is, in brief, a resolve of

SEPARATION.

Why, I wonder, do we cling to the old
friends and associations with which we
should have done for ever? ILet us this
year of grace make, and keep, this holy
resolution. It would save that most
wicked habit of discussing Assembly
troubles with unsaved persons and there-
by making God’s people a laughing-stock
and a stumbling-stone to them that are
without. It would preserve us from the
danger of a terrible denial of our Lord
were we to refrain from warming ourselves
at the world’s fires. ‘‘ Being let go, they
went to their own company.” Where
would some of us have gone? After all
with all their faults, are there any people
like unto God’s people ; or any fellowship
like .the fellowship of the saints? And
even if it were not so “ What fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteousness ?
And what communion hath light with
darkness ? And what concord hath Christ
with Belial ? Or what part hath he that
believeth with an unbeliever ? ” ““ Where-
fore come out from.among them and BE
YE SEPARATE SAITH THE LORD.”

Finally, at least for this paper, read
Hab. 3; 17, 18. Here is a resolve of
Soxa.

That it is not impossible to carry out such
in times of sore tribulation has been
proved by many saints in all dispensations.

See Psalm 34 ; 1, for instance, and note
how the Apostles acted in Acts 5; 40,
41, and Paul and Silas in Acts 16; 25.
And remember that they were men, as
they themselves testified in Acts 14; 15, .
of ““ Like passions’ with ourselves. If
it was possible for them it should also be
possible for us. Nay, we know that it is
so, because of the exhortation in Phil.
4:; 4, since God never commands the
impossible. And right well had Paul
earned the privilege that was his in
writing such an exhortation since he had
himself proved his own ability to carry
it out. It might be well for all speakers
and writers to resolve not to speak, or
write, any exhortation which they had
not previously carried out themselves.
Perhaps there would be less speaking or
writing but what was left would have
greater power. However this may be, let
you and I resolve that this shall be a year
of rejoicing in the Lord independently of
circumstances, -and if we lack a tuneful
voice which can audibly show forth His
praise, then let us make melody in our
hearts and in our lives. If those who
have tuneful voices should sing * With
grace in their hearts,” those without should
surely sing in their hearts with grace.

————e

Now.

The now of-Calvary (Heb. ix. 26).

The now of resurrection (1 Cor. xv. 20).

The now of deliverance (Psa. xxvii. 6).

The now of salvation (2 Cor. vi. 2).

The now of no condemnation (Rom. viii. 1).

The now of nearness (Eph. ii. 13).

The now of sonship (1 John iii. 2).

The now of intercession (Heb. ix. 24).

The now of hope (Rom. xv. 13).

The now of peace (Rom. xv. 33).

Now unto Him that is able to keep you trom
falling, and to present you faultless before the
presence of His glory with exceeding joy. ’
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Studies in Philippians.

CuaarrERr III.
By ANDREwW BORLAND, ML.A.

INTRODUCTORY.

HE mind of a man is the dominating
factor of his life. This epistle
abounds with illustrations in proof of
that, since in every section of it there is
reference to the fact. In chapter one the
writer presents the Christian as one
possessed of a Gospel mind, a mind out of
which goes desire for the furtherance and
defence of the evangel of Christ. In
chapter two we have seen the great cen-
tral Example for all time and all followers
in the “ mind of Christ,” as He humbled
Himself to the utmost of obedience. Now
in the third ‘chapter, with himself as the
incentive to others, the apostle pleads
that all who profess attachment to Christ
Jesus as Lord, should own Him in such a
way as to give evidence of the reality in
a consecrated mind, warning them by the
rebuke that he .administers to those who
“mind earthly things.”” , And before the
letter closes in its note of triumph and
peace, the ideal attainment in Christian

experience is presented ina tasting of that
peace of God which garrisons ‘“ the heart
and mind through Christ Jesus.” Surely
the book is as modern as it is ancient ; as
applicable in its promises to us to-day as
it was to those Philippian saints, who, 1n
the midst of affliction and opposition,
were brought to Christ ! Chapter three
forms a beautiful moral and practical link
between the example of chapter two and
the experience of chapter four. It is ‘Fhe
chapter of concentrated energy which
expends itself in the accomplishing of the
greatest aim in life—the bringing into
concerted control and action all the powers
of being until they become one expression
of desire to know Christ, and be like Him.
It reaches the summit mark of passion,
devoted to and used in the noblest of all
callings, to follow Christ and know Him
as Lord. The argument is clear, the
example is personal. The apostle’s self-
revelation was to serve a twofold purpose :
to magnify the grace of God, and fortify
the saints against false security and un-
priaseworthy attainment. The structural
analysis of the chapter will show the
various parts and their relation the one
to the other.

Key EXPRESSION.

" DIVISION. DoMINANT IDEA.
Communal, 1-3. Concern.
Personal, 4-14. Consecration.
Communal, 15-21. Consistency.

“ Worship God in spirit.”
“ One thing I do.”
“ Walk by same rule, walk so.”

The analysis reveals the outstanding fact,
as has been repeatedly emphasised in the
previous sections of the Epistle, that the
connection between personal example and
communal testimony is obvious. The
outward expression of faith in a public
avowal of attachment to Christ arises

from a personal and inner conviction of
the reality of the faith truly active in
shaping the belief and behaviour of the
individual units composing the whole.
Energy, as expressed in consecration, is
the product of affection for and apprehen-
sion of Christ. Defective consecration is
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the result of modified affection and limited
apprehension. Consistency of walk is the
proof of consecration in work. A reading
of the chapter should convince us that the
life which we profess is in no sense easy.
The road that leads home is strewn with
tests of endurance, and he who would
win must be strong. The Christian weak-
ling is he, who, endeavouring to make
way in his own strength and energy,
forgets that only as we press forward in
the power of Spirit-enduement can we
hope to be strengthened with might in the
inner man. And the source-secret of all
is the worshipping of God in the Spiritl
Wrong there, we are wrong elsewhere and
always. In that attitude energy is im-
parted for the stern conflict that awaits
all who travel the highway that leads
upward and home. Says one—
Be strong !
‘We are not here to play, to dream, to drift ;
‘We have hard work to do, and loads to lift.
Shun not the struggle; face it, 'tis God’s gift.
Be strong !
It matters not how deep entrenched the way,
How hard the battle goes, the day how long.
Faint not, fight on!
To-morrow comes the song.”’
The ideal the apostle sets before us is
confessedly high, higher that we would
dream for ourselves, but high because it
is the standard of Divine delight in the
work of Another. What is too easily
attained is hardly worth living for—the
prize is not worth the strife. Low pitched
ambitions in the spiritual life bring their
own immediate reward in a satisfaction
that is unworthy, and in an attainment
that is without distinction. That which
is noble and enduring, and seemingly
beyond all possibility of reach, is the
ideal that inspires, and with the inspira-
tion brings the enthusiasm which carries
on to accomplishment—to an accomplish-

ment which finds its objective always
further off in the reaches ahead. And is
it not too generally true of us that, as
individuals and communities, we are
suffering from the idleness of our lives,
spent without realising that, only by the
vigorous discipline of every desire and
ambition, can we hope to come by that
concentrated consecration for which the
apostle is pleading, and of which he is an
unboasting example? This chapter will
introduce us to the method and means of
that life, which, lived without distractions
by perverted affections and indistinct
apprehension, will bring its own reward
now, in the glow of victory given in the
conflict, and hereafter in the consciousness
of knowing that the struggle with self
has not been in vain. To the end that
this may be so, we should learn to say, in
the abandonment of a captivated heart,
“ This one thing I do, I press on.”

o—

Crumbs from His Tahle.

TraITs OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER.
Assurance’ (1 Thess. i. 5; Heb. x. 22).
Blameless (1 Cor. i. 8 ; Phil. ii. 15).
Boldness (Heb. x. 19 ; Phil. i. 20).
Charity (1 Tim. iv. 12; 2 Pet. i. 7).
Confidence (2 Cor. v. 6; Heb. x. 35).
Diligence (2 Pet. i. 5; Heb. vi. 11).
Endurance (2 Tim. ii. 3; Rom. v. 3).
Faithfulness (1 Cor. iv. 17; Rev. ii. 10).
Gentleness (2 Cor. x. 1; Gal. v. 22).
Goodness (Eph. v. 9; Rom. sv. 14).
Hospitable (1 Pet. iv. 9; Rom. xii. 13).
Holiness (2 Cor. vii. 1; 1 Pet. i. 16).
Integrity (Prov. xx. 7; Psa. Ixxviii. 72).
Joy (Jas. i. 2; 1 Pet. i. 8).

Kindness (2 Pet. i. 7; Col. iii. 12).

Love (Eph. i. 15; Gal. v. 13; 1 Cor. xiii.).
Liberality )Isa. xxxii. 8 ; 2 Cor. ix. 13).
Meekness (Eph. iv. 2; Titus iii. 2).

Ministering (Heb. vi. 10; 1 Pet. iv. 10).
Obedience (Rom. xvi. 19; 1 Pet. i. 22).

Prayer (2 Cor. 1. 11; 1 Pet. iv. 7).

Praise (Luke xxiv. 63 ; Psa. cl.; Rev. v. 9-13).
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The Story of the English Bible.

XXII. By J. L. Erck, oF TOOTING.

The first revision of the New Testament occupied
the Company for two hundred and forty-one
meetings, extending over a period of more than
six years, and was completed on 20th April, 1877.
Meanwhile, a body of American revisers, numbering
thirty-four, was at work in co-operation with their
English brethren. As portions of the revision were
completed in England, they were sent to America
for suggestions and criticisms. In the second
revision, in which, as we have seen, a majority of
two-thirds was required for each alteration, the
American suggestions came into play, and, in
consequence, it was felt that the English members
ought to have a similar opportunity, though it had
-at first been intended that no further fresh proposals
should be considered at that stage. Hence the
second revision became a much more formidable
affair than had been anticipated, and occupjed a
period of over two and a half years. Tt had been
-originally laid down that this should be the final
process, but naturally, further discussion with the
American revisers on points of difference led to
what was practically a third revision. Thus a vast
amount of care, thought and toil was expended on
‘this highly important work.

At length, after ten years and five months of
labour, the revision of the New Testament was
brought to a close in the late afternoon of a Novem-
‘ber day in 1880. In the evening, the Company met
in the Church of St. Martin in the Fields, Trafalgar
Square, and, in the words of one of their number,
“‘ united in a special service of prayer and thanks-
giving ; of thanksgiving for the happy completion
-of their labours, for the spirit of harmony and
brotherly affection that had throughout pervaded
the meetings of the Company, and for the Divine
goodness which had permitted so many with so
little interruption to give themselves continuously
to this work; of prayer that all that had been
wrong in their spirit or action might be mercifully
forgiven, and that He whose glory they had humbly
striven to promote might graciously accept this
their service, and deign to use it as an instrument
for the good of man, and the honour of His holy
Name.”

During the ten years, three members of the New
Testament Company had been removed by death,
-one of them being that great scholar, Dean Alford,

who, to the deep sorrow of his colleagues, was
spared to attend only sixteen meetings.

The publication of the Revised New Testament
on 17th May, 1881, aroused the most intense
interest throughout the English-speaking world, an
interest which never has been, and possibly never
will be, eclipsed in the case of the publication of any
volume. All kinds of vain attempts were made to
obtain advance copies. To meet the demand for
the first day’s sales, over a million copies had been
prepared by the Oxford Press, and a somewhat
smaller quantity by the Cambridge Press; num-
bers which proved to be quite inadequate. On that
first day, fifteen thousand were sold by one London
bookseller alone. Arrangements were made also for
its speedy distribution all over the world.

The complete Revised Bible was issied just four
years later. This time, as might be expected, the
interest shown was considerably less intense, but
was still very great, and an enormous number of
copies was sold. Great occasions such as these,
together with many indications manifested in
various ways from time to time, go to show that
interest in Divine things is more widespread than is
often imagined.

At this point in the narrative, it may not be
without interest to compare the task of the revisers
of 1881 with that of their predecessors in 1611. As
we have seen, those engaged in the compilation of
the Revised Version possessed some great advan-
tages. Scholarship had advanced considerably
since the days of James I., and their knowledge of
Greek was certainly superior to that of the Com-
mittee who had prepared the Authorised Version.
In addition to that, owing to recent discoveries of
ancient manuscripts, notably the finding by Tischen-
dorf of the priceless Codex Sinaiticus at Mount
Sinai, they had a much more accurate Greek text
on which to work.

But, considered from another point of view, the
task of the Revisers, in endeavouring to produce a
version which should secure a firm hold on the
affections of the English people, was incomparably
more difficult than that of King James’s trans-
lators. Those engaged on the translation of 1611
had found two important versions occupying the
field, the Bishops’ Bible and the Geneva Bible.
The former, on the text of which they based their
labours, was less than forty years old, and had
never enjoyed a wide circulation, being over-
shadowed, so far as the nation in general was con-
cerned, by the more popular Geneva version. Both
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of these, together with the other versions then in
use, had a comparatively restricted circulation,
owing to the much smaller proportion, in those days,
of people who were able to read. Even in those
conditions the Authorised Version had to struggle
long before it attained the supreme position which
it eventually occupied. On the other hand, and in
complete contrast to this, the Revisers of 1881
found the field occupied by one superlatively
excellent version, unrivalled and unchallenged in
the affections of an educated public all over the
English-speaking world. For two and a half
centuries, a longer period than that separating
Wycliffe’s Bible from the Authorised Version, no
other English translation had encroached in the
slightest degree on that universal popularity.
More than three million copies had been poured
forth from the press vear after year for long past.

Herice it is not in the least surprising that the
new version, in spite of the hopes and prophecies of
some of its enthusiastic admirers when it was first
produced, had never approached within measur-
able distance of the older version so far as circula-
tion is concerned. That is not to say, however,
that it does not possess a very real value, and it is
this aspect of the question that we hope to consider
briefly in the next article.

O

The “Shall Nots” of John’s Gospel.

The Believer.

Shall not come into condemnation (John v. 24).

Shall‘not walk in darkness (John viii. 12).

Shall never hunger (John vi. 35).

Shall never thirst (John iv. 14).

Shall not be plucked out of Christ’s hand (John
x. 28).

Shall not perish (John iii. 15).

Shall never die (John xi. 26).

P )

Noah was not a sinner among saints, but he was
a saint among sinners ; who would have looked for
so fair a bird in so foul a nest? Though he once
acted as the sons of men do, yet he was numbered
with the sons of God. A field of wheat may be good,
and yet have a weed in it. A saint is not free from
sin, that is his burden; a saint is not free to sin,
that is his blessing. Sin is in him, that is his lamenta-
tion ; his soul is not in sin, that is his consolation.

The Believer's Question Box.

Questions for this eolumn may be addressed to
J. CHARLETON STEEN, Roseneath, Buckhurst Hill, Essex,
or to WM. HOSTE, B.A., 2 Staverton Road, London,
NW. 2

Question A.—Do you think it would be Spirit-led
for brethren to come together for the purpose of
remembering the Lord in the breaking of bread
during a week day, and would you esteem Sunday
above the other week days, being the day our Lord
arose from the grave? Also give me your thoughts
on Acts xx. 7-11.

AnswER A.—The expression, ““ on the first day
of the week,” is literally in the Greek, ‘‘ on the one
of the Sabbaths,” and this has been triumphantly
adduced by Sabbatarians, unacquainted with the
Greek usage, as a proof that what the religious
world calls * Sunday,” is really the Sabbath, but
changed from the seventh to the first day of the
week. One heretical sect, of which Sabbath-keeping
is an important plank, denies that such a change
was ever contemplated in the New Testament, and
so far they are right. It is, however, equally
wrong in trying to foist the Sabbath on Christians.
The two days were observed side by side in the early
transition days. But the. Sabbath was only given
as a sign between Jehovah and Israel, and that for
ever (Exod. xxxi. 17), but never to the Church.
The first day of the week is the Lord’s day, because
on it He rose again. Those who put believers
under law are debtors to do the whole law. Believers.
have died to it by the body of Christ (Gal. ii. 21;
Rom. vii. 3). “ One of the Sabbaths *’* is a Hebra~
ism used by Jewish Rabbinical writers, for the first
day of the week, * Two of the Sabbaths,” for the
second day and so forth. Paul, in crossing for the
first time from Troas to Neapolis, in Acts xvi. 11,
took one day to get to Samothracia, an island half-
way, ‘‘ sailing with a straight course,” and probably
not more than two days for the whole journey.
On his return journey, in Acts xx., he took five
days, arriving on a Monday, as we know he stayed
seven days at Troas and left on a Monday (v. 7),
“ ready to depart on the morrow.” He had evi-
dently intended to spend the previous Lord’s Day
at Troas and get on at once, as he was in a hurry to
arrive at Jerusalem (as we learn in v. 16). Why did
he stay on seven days at Troas? I think we may
infer that it was to spend a Lord’s Day at Troas
and break bread with the saints there. But why

* Sabbaton and Sabbata, not only mean Sabbath and
Sabbaths but also a week.
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not break bread on the Monday of his arrival, or
any other convenient day of the week, before the
Lord’s Day? The inference seems very strong
that that day, and that alone, was recognised as
the day on which the bread was to be broken, and
that the apostle though, as we have seen, pressed for
time, in no way contemplated such a thing as
breaking the bread on any day but the Lord’s Day.
Tf this be so, it certainly gives us the deliberate
apostolic custom, and would therefore govern the
expression, ‘‘ as oft as ye do it ”’ to mean, not * as
oft as ye like to do it,” but as “ often as ye have
opportunity to do it,” Z.e., by the recurring of the
Lord’s Days. Accordingly, at the very close of
Paul’s stay at Troas, the opportunity does occur,
with the dawning of the first day of the week. At
the first opportunity, that is, in the evening,
where any regular break in the month, except the
Jewish Sabbath, was unknown, and business was in
full swing every day till evening, the gathering took
place of the local church to break the bread. That
was their primary object, and personally I -have
no doubt this was observed, without any prolonged
delay. It was'a notable day for the assembly.
Perhaps never before had they had so many visiting
brethren, Sopater, Aristarchus, Secundus, Gaius,
Timothy, Tychicus, Trophimus, Luke, and the
apostle Paul himself. It would course, have
been very interesting to have had an exact account
of how the meeting passed. How we may thank
God we have not! _Otherwise we should have had
a stereotyped form for all ages, none other genuine.
As it is, we have no details of the actual breaking
of bread. But we do have some details of what
could not possibly occur to-day, an act of apostolic
ministry, at great length, but not a moment too
long. Certainly we would gladly listen to Paul till
midnight. The episode of Eutychus need not
detain us, except to remark that even an apostle
cannot keep the saints awake, if the atmosphere of
the hall be too stifling. This break in the proceed-
ings had the effect, however, of reminding Paul of
their bodily needs; now he takes the bread, in the
new sense of making a meal, as Alford points out
is implied in the word translated eaten (geusa-
menos). Next day, after a busy night, they departed
on their journey.

Question B.—What is meant by the following
verse, Heb. xiii. 13, *“ Let us go forth therefore unto
him without the camp, bearing his reproach ? Does
the word camp mean all the professing Church ?

ANsWER B.—To answer this question we must
read the immediate context. Verse 11 reminds us
that the sin-offerings, of which the blood was
brought into the holy place (i.e., for high priest and
for congregation, Lev. iv. 8 and 6, 13), were not
eaten, but consumed by fire ‘‘ without the camp "
{see vv. 12 and 21). This happened, too, on the
day of Atonement, to the bullock and goat, the
blood of which was taken into the holiest (Lev.
xvi. 14, 15). Both were burned * without the
camp.” When all were implicated and identified
with the victim, there could be no communion,
expressed by eating. The Lord Jesus, too, as the
sin-offering, that He might sanctify the people
with His own blood, suffered * without the gate ”
i.e., of * Jerusalem, the city which the Lord did
choose to put His Name there ” (1 Kings xiv. 21).
The Lord, the very embodiment of that Name,
consented “ to be led to the slaughter,” * without
the gate,” and there, too, in figure, He was ‘‘ con-
sumed.” “ Thou hast brought me into the dust of
death "’ (Psa. xxii. 15). Could a Christian Hebrew
find his place or portion in a city whence his Lord
had been cast out? It represented the religious
centre of the day. Outside that no “ religion.” We
remembe} that they cast out the healed one of John
ix., but Jesus found him (being already there too),
revealed Himself to him, and made Him a wor-
shipper. I cannot but feel that there is a supple-
mentary reference here, namely, to the episode of
Exod. xxxiii. 7. ‘ Moses took the tabernacle (the
tent of witness, distinct from the tabernacle, not
yet set up), and pitched it without the camp
and it came to pass that everyone which sought
the Lord went out into the tabernacle of the con-
gregation, which was without the camp.” The
camp was where the presence of Jehovah had been
made known in the cloudy pillar, but it was defiled
by the sin ‘of the golden calf, and the pillar could no.
longer dwell there. Undoubtedly the camp repre-
sents the religious world grouped around ‘“ the god
of this world.” Christ is not in it. Is there place
for one Christian, where He is not? Heis outside
it all. * Let us go forth therefore (believing Jew or
believing Gentile) unto Him, without the camp,
bearing His reproach.”

Question C.—Are we commanded to come out
from a Church that is composed of believers and
unbelievers ? A few there are who have kept His
word, but are still under the law.

ANSWER C.—The answer just given really meets
this question. There can be no doubt as to the



24 THE BELIEVER’S MAGAZINE.

course enjoined by the Word of God. “ Be ye not
unequally yoked together with unbelievers” (see
carefully 2 Cor. vi. 14-18). This is a broad principle,
applying to marriage and business ties in the world,
but how can it exclude our Church position and our
relations with the religious world ? It must apply
to them in as close and strong a sense as to any
other. It is sometimes said that we should remain
in such a position, as the questioner describes, in
order to improve it, but what is evil cannot be
improved ; sin is sin, and always will be sin. You
can be saved from it, you can come out of it! It
js recorded of Mr. Spurgeon that, being asked a
similar question by a young Christian, he invited
him to mount on the table. With some surprise he
acceeded. Then Mr. Spurgeon asked him to pull
him up to where he was. The other gave a tug or
two, but soon found it impossible. Then Mr.
Spurgeon clasped the young man in his arms and
pulled him down without any difficulty. The
religious world will pull you down, not you them up.
Even the “ believers ”’ in this circle are confessedly
under law, so they too are fallen from grace (Gal.
v. 3, 4). You may help them individually, if you
come out from among them, but not by staying
where ihey are. ‘‘ Come out from ameng them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing; and I will receive you and will
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, said the Lord Almighty.” There are
other considerations which enforce the same
conclusion, but these may do now.

Question D.—Can you give Scriptural authority
for what is said sometimes that a Christian is saved,
is being saved, and will be saved ?

ANsWER D.—There are words in the Scripture
which are often used among Christians in a much
more limited sense than they really bear, e.g.,
deacon, sanctification, salvation. When we talk of
a man being saved we usually refer to what hap-
pened, when through believing the Gospel he passed
from -death into life, was forgiven, justified, and
delivered from going down into the pit. This is a
quite legitimate use of the word, e.g., * Who hath
saved us (Greek—-saved us, aorist tense) and called
us with a holy calling ”’ (2 Tim. i. 9), which refers
back to the definite period of time in the past when
we came under the benefit of Christ’s work. This
aspect of salvation readily connects itself with our
Lord’s atoning work. We believed and were saved
from the condemnation due to our sins. But there
is also a sense in which we are being saved, i.e.,

from the power of sin, e.g., 1 Cor. i. 18, *“ Unto us
which are saved ”’ (/if. being saved), it is the power
of God and this is connected with Christ’s life for us
now. Wherefore He is able to save to the utter-
most all that come unto God by Him, seeing He
ever liveth to make intercession for them (Heb.
vii. 25), and we are to reckon ourselves to be dead
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God turough Jesus
Christ our Lord (Rom. vi. 11; see alsc Rom. v.
10). But there is a future sense of salvation, and
that is from the presence of sin, which is connected
with the coming of Christ. ‘‘ Now is our salvation
nearer than when we believed ” (Rom. xiii. 11).
‘“We shall be saved from wrath through Him "
(Rom. v. 9). We are saved then in the past by
His blood, and it is for ever ; we are being saved by
His life; we shall be saved by His trumpet call,
blessed moment when we shall no longer be in the
midst of sin, for we shall be with Him where He is,
and no longer have sin in the midst of us, for we
shall be like Him, spirit, soul, and body, for we
shall see Him as He is.

Question E.—Some Christians say that Satan
cannot read our thoughts. Others say he can put
evil suggestions info our minds. Which is true?

ANsWER L.—It is not necessary to attach too
much weight to what we hear from Christians, unless
they back it up with some definite Scriptures. Now,
it would seem clear that Satan can suggest evil
thoughts to men. Did he not do so to Ananias ?
‘““ Why hath Satan filled thy heart, asked Peter, to
lie to the Holy Ghost?” but still Ananias was
responsible, for the apostle adds, ¢ Why hast thou
conceived this thing in thine heart?” Doubtless
Satan had much to do with suggesting to Judas the
betrayal. Indeed, he entered into Judas, but the
traitor himself was responsible for his act. Our
Lord speaks in John wviii. as though Satan could
communicate to his own seed his wicked plans,
“ The lusts of your father ye will do.” Of course,
if you put something into a box you know it is
there. A man can suggest a temptation to his
fellow, and then knows what he is thinking about
at the moment, and Satan is astute and has 6000
years of dread experience of man behind him, but
searching the heart is a prerogative of Jehovah.
“ Who can know it ? I the Lord search the heart ”’
(Jer. xvii. 10). In the same way we read on several
occasions, that the Lord, in the exercise of His
omniscience, knew the thoughts passing in the
minds of men (Matt. ix. 4; xii. 25; luke vi. 9;
ix. 4).
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SCOTLAND.

NEW YEAR CONFERENCES.—Dalry, 31st Dec-
ember (instead of 3rd January as usually held).

Tuesday, 1st January.—Ayr, Town Hall, 1.30 to
7 p.m. Messrs. Ritchie, jun., Shaw, M‘Alpine, and
Rankin. Aberdeen (Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday), Y.M.C.A. and Hebron Halls. Messrs.
Goodman, Dawson, St. John, Scammell, and Watt.
Dumfries, Bethany Hall, "2 to 7 p.m. Messrs.

Campbell, Brown, Hawthorn, and Richardson.
Dundee, Hermon Hall, at 11. Edinburgh, St.
Columba’s Church, 11 and 2.30. Glasgow, St.

James U.F. Church, 2.45 p.m. Messrs. Shaw.
Meneely, Macdonald, and Beard; also in Leckie
Memorial Hall at 12. Messrs. Rodgers, Leiper,
and others. Hamilton, New Town Hall, 10.30 a.m,
Messrs. Alexander, Boulton, M‘Murdo, Macdonald,
and Douglas. Kilmarnock, Grand Hall, 10.30 am.
Messrs. Steen, Tarrant, Rodgers, Bishop, and
Heron. Kirkcaldy, Beveridge Halls, 11.30. Messrs.
Hagen, Steel, and others. Larbert, Dobbie Hall, 2
p.m. Messrs. Fereday, Hagen, Kelly, Stephen,
and Whitelaw. Motherwell, Town Hall, 11 a.m.
Messrs. Shaw, Heron, Thomson, and Borland.

Wednesday, 2nd January.—Auchinleck, 1.30 p.m.
Messrs. Grant, M‘Alonan, Meneely, and Feely.
Bathgate, Co-operative Hall, 11 a.m. Messrs.
Fereday, W. Steedman, R. D. Johnston, and R. W.
Smith. Glasgow, City Halls, 10.15. Messrs. Steen,
Bishop, Tarrant, Douglas, H. Steedman, and
M‘Alonan. Innerleven, 11 a.m. Messrs. Payne,
M‘Alpine, Jack, and others. Kilbirnie, 12. Messrs.
Heron, Macdonald, Coutts, and Brown. Larkhall,
Hebron Hall. Messrs. Shaw, Stephen, Hagen,
and Whitelaw. Newton-Stewart, M‘Millan Hall, 11
a.m. Messrs. Glancy, Linton, and others. Prest-
wick, Town Hall, 2.30 p.m. Messrs. Stephen, Shaw,
Thomson, and Borland.

Thursday, 3rd January.—Newmilns, Co-operative
Hall, 2.45 p.m. Messrs. Shaw, Stephen, Richard-
son, and Gray.

FORTHCOMING.—Annual Conference, Helens-
burgh, 19th January (Saturday). Speakers—Messrs.
Gray, Moffat, Fraser, and Miller. Annual Confer-
ence in Miners’ Welfare Institute, Overtown,
Saturday, 26th January, 3.30 p.m. Messrs. Tom
Rea, James Moffat, John Gray, and John Steel
expected. Annual Conference, Wc;lseley Hall,
Glasgow, Saturday, 12th January, 4 till 8 p.m.
Messrs. Grant, Whitelaw, and H. Steedman. Annual
Conference, Baltic Hall, Glasgow, 2nd February.
Speakers—Messrs. Grant, Rankin, Bebbington, and
Miller. John Macdonald commences special meet-
ings in Holborn Street Hall, Aberdeen, 6th January.
R. Scammell commences special meetings, 6th
January, in Helensburgh. J. Charleton Steen com-
mences special meetings in Temperance Halls,
Kilmarnock, 6th January. John Miller commences
special meetings Shiloh Hall, Shettleston, 20th
January.

REPORTS.—Postal workers’ meeting in Prest-
wick was helpful and encouraging. Suitable
ministry was given by Messrs. Bowman, Whitelaw, ‘
Paterson, and Hamilton, and report by A. Garven.
Edward Rankine had special meetings in Wellcroft
Halls, Glasgow, part of December. Alex. Philip
had good interest and attendances at Papa Westray ;
also visited Kirkwall. Work stiff, but books, etc.,
well received. Rough weather on island of Westray
prevented mdny from getting to meetings there.
John Watt had special meetings in Ratho. Saints
cheered, souls saved. The two days’ Conference in
Galston was well attended despite the boisterous
weather. Encouraging and searching ministry
given by Messrs. Grant, Brown, Greenlaw, Hamil-
ton and Bishop. Conference at New Deer was
helpful. Word ministered by Messrs. Ewan,
Stephen, Thomson, Bruce, Reid, M‘Donald, and
Salter.  Aberdeen.—The assembly meeting in

| Square Room have removed to Holburn Street.

Large gathering at opening service, 8th December.
Practical minist'y by several brethren. John

: Macdpnald had well attended meetings in Wood-
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side, Aberdeen, during December. Ministry helpful
and refreshing. John Miller had well attended
meetings at Bothwellhaugh and Alexandria. Also
gave appreciated help in and around Glasgow
assemblies. James M‘Culloch paid appreciated
visit to Inverness. John Gilfillan has given help in
Lanark, Newmains, Helensburgh, and Wolseley Hall,
Glasgow. R. Kennedy has been giving help at
Stranraer and other parts of Wigtownshire. W, J.
Coleridge gave interesting reports of work amongst
lepers and in the African compounds to goodly
companies in Kilmarnock and Galston.

ENGLAND AND WALES.

FORTHCOMING.—Carlisle, Hebron Hall, Ist
January, 11 a.m. Speakers-—Messrs. Watson,
Gilmour, and Jones. Jervis Brook, Ebenezer Hall,
2nd January, 2.30 p.m. Plumstead, Young People’s
Conference, 5th January, at 4. Highgate, London,
Cholmeley Hall, 272 Archway Road, 12th January,
at 4. Luton, Biscot Road Hall, 26th January, 3.30
pm. W. W. Fereday, T. Burchill expected.
Preston, 2nd February. Torquay, in New Town
Hall, February 10-13. Messrs. Dawson, M. Good-
man, Shaw, Stephen, St. John, and J. B. Watson
expected. Tyneside Workers’ Conference, 16th
February, 3 p.m., in Bethany Hall, Newcastle. J.
Gilfillan hopes to have special meetings in Lewisham
and Folkestone Road Halls, London, during Janu-
ary. J. M‘Culloch commences special meetings in
Gainsborough Hall, 13th January. Prayer desired.
D. M. Miller hopes to have meetings in Red Row
during January. Bolton, Hebron Hall, Sunday
School Workers’ Conference, 9th March. Messrs.
Lewis and Dawson expected. Mr. Dawson hopes
to follow on with special meetings.

REPORTS.—F. C. Modgridge had most profitable
meetings at Salterton. W. E. Vine gave helpful
addresses on vital themes in Bath. J. M'Culloch
had times of blessing at Walthamstow. A number
professed. D. M. Miller had good meetings in Halt-
whistle, with much to encourage. Yorkshire
Missionary Conference was more largely attended
than ever before. Ministry was most searching and
profitable. W. G. Morley, who labours with tent
and caravan during the season on Isle of Wight,
says, * The past season has been much owned of
God in blessing of souls. Helpful meetings were
held in open air. Villages and hamlets were visited.
Gospel literature was freely given and well received.
Some real cases of conversion have taken place as a
resuit of the reading of Mr. Ritchie’s booklets and

Mr. Marshall's ‘ God’s Way.” Our aged brother
is now rather feeble in health, and desires an interest
in the prayers of our readers. Mr. Fred Glover
reports as follows :—' We praise God at the close
of the year for one of the most fruitful years we
have known. The Gospel has proved its mighty
power unto salvation to old and young, cultured and
ignorant, rich and poor. To God be the glory.
Recently at Exeter young people’s meetings were
crowded. A farmhouse mission at Whipton was
also a season of awakening and blessing.”

IRELAND.

Sam Gilpin continued with Gospel meetings in
Wooden Hall, Carrickfergus. A number are inter-
ested. Edward Hughes had four weeks' meetings
in New Wooden Hall, Kingshridge. Large numbers
turned out. Joseph Glancy had four weeks at Holy-
wood. People came out fairly well, and some
saved. Our brother hopes to have meetings in
Adam Street Hall, Belfast, during January. J.
Finegan and D. Craig had seven weeks' meetings in
Omagh. Good interest and a number saved. Had
also meetings at Glassmulloch. Some saved there
as well. J. Stewart saw some blessing at Ballyhay.
H. Bailie had large meetings at Antrim. Messrs.
Poots and Kilpatrick some distance fron Lisbellaw.
Believers’ meetings at Mount Norris were large and
good. Ministry by Messrs. Poots, Kilpatrick,
Megaw, M‘Mullan, Stewart, and others was helpful. -
Mr. Hutchison had meetings at Strabane, J. Money-
penny had encouraging meetings in Derty. Messrs.
Wright and Beattie had meetings in Bambridge,
where people came out very well. Messrs. Curran
and Murphy were at Granshaw. ]. Knox at Roslyn
Street Hall. J. W. Linton had meetings at Ard-
straw, Mr. Creighton at Sion Mills. Mr. Love
having good attendances at Lisburn. Messrs. Kil-
patrick and Poots near Clones. Mr. Lyttle near
Ballywatermoy.

CANADA & UNITED STATES.

The annual Conference at Edmonton, Alberta,
was largely attended. Many believers came in
from isolated parts. Helpful ministry was given
by Messrs. Gunn, ‘Wilson, Rouse, Rae, Swan, and
Dowkes. A yourg R.C. professed conversion.
Messrs. Gunn and Wilson stayed over for special
meetings. Hamilton.—Annual Conference was
larger than ever. Hearty and helpful ministry by
Messrs. Oliver, Douglas, Clarke, Bradford, Kellar,
Ferguson, M‘Crory, Muir, and others. Believers

.
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at Bethany cheered and edified by visits of A. N.
O’Brien and C. F. Hogg. F. T. Lane gave most
interesting and instructive account of missionary
work in Central Africa. R. Winslow of London
and John Deans of Toronto have given much
appreciated help in the Gospel. London.—Con-
ference was well attended. Helpful ministry by
Messrs. Wood, Hogg, Lyon, Ainslie, Bodaly, and
Brown. Dr. Matthews had special meetings in
Vancouver and. Victoria. Visit greatly enjoved.
Messrs. Bradford and Hunter had meetings in
Toronto Central Hall. Large gatherings. Messrs.
Douglas and M‘Crory have had good meetings in
the hall, Brock Avenue. W. J. Miller of Shetland
is having meetings in and around Philadelphia.
Annual Conference was held in National Bible
Institute, New York City. Messrs. M‘Lachlan,
Bass, Hill, and Buckley all ministered to profit.
C. F. Hogg paid helpful visits-to Cleveland and
Detroit. J. A. Clarke of Central Africa had also
meetings in Detroit. Messrs. Ferguson, Halliday,
Conaway, Martin, and others gave help at Lawer-
ance Conference, Mass. Conference at Westerley
larger than ever before. Helpful ministry by Messrs.
Hunter, Ferguson, Conaway, Halliday, and Martin.
Mr. John Ferguson had good meetings for believers
in Pawtucket. Our brother hopes to have meetings
in Colingdale, Philadelphia, in January. Messrs.
Halliday and Copaway had encouragement at
Boston even although meetings were small. Three
days’ Conference at Newport News, Va., at New
Year time. J. A. Clarke’s meetings in Defroit,
Austin, and Chicago were much enjoyed. Large

gatherings at special meetings, St. Catherine’s, Ont..

J. Ferguson spoke on ‘ Tabernacle.” Oakland,
Cal.—Our brother, W. J. M‘Clure, 4801 Park Ave.,
is still suffering from the effects of the illness through
which he has been passing since July last, and
though somewhat better, is far from well yet.
God’s people we are sure will bear our brother
before the throne of grace. Toronto, Ont.—Bre.
Bradford and Hunter had a profitable series of
meetings in Central Hall for some weeks. The
attendance was very large. The New Brock Ave.
Gospel Hall has been opened, and Bre. Douglas
and M'Crory are holding forth in it. Mr. J. M'Mullin
of this city had some meetings at Waubaushine.

AUSTRALASIA.

Mr. T. H. Braidner had much appreciated Gospel
meetings in the New Gospel Hall, Cannon Hill,
Brisbane. A number have professed to be saved,

and young saints have been helped on in the ways
of the Lord. An interesting report reaches us from
Mr. H. Hitchman again, in which he tells of crowded
meetings in Palmerston North. There was such an
ear for the truth as is seldom witnessed in these
days of departure. The Lord gave a time of bless-
ing in Hamilton. Our brother shared in the ministry
at the Auckland Conference, which was one of the
largest yet held. Following the Conference Mr.
Hitchman had special meetings in Howe Street Hall.
The Lord gave real interest, and used His Word to
confirm the faith of His people. Meetings followed
in other halls in the city, with blessing. Our
beloved brother de.ires the prayers of the readers
of The Believer’s Magazine.

THE WORLD FIELD.

FRANCE.—W. Taylor, in an interesting letter, tells
of visits to the markets and villages with the Gospel
car, where the glorious Gospel was proclaimed. Many
tracts, specially written for Roman Catholics, have
been given away. There seems to be a greater
desire on the part of many to procure copies of the
Scriptures, and our brother has seen some real
cases of conversion as a result. James Lees has
spent two busy months in POLAND, one of the
neediest countries in Europe. Has visited Lublin,
Warsaw, and Bydgosorer. There is no assembly in
last-named city of 120,000 inhabitants. A dear
sister bears a wonderful testimony there, however.
Our brother had some thrilling experiences during
his visit, and is hopeful that an assembly may soon
be formed. Had meetings in Krowlewstra, where
hall was too small. Quite an interest there. Our
brother will value prayer. Our brother Carl Kramer
tells of blessing in Guatemala, C.A.. Conference was
time of blessing. Two weeks’ prayer meetings pre-
ceded it. Hall was too small for crowds. Six pro-
fessed conversion and were baptised. Many gather
at the Lord’s Table now. Tracts are well received
in the homes. John Mitchell, writing from Malaga,
SPAIN, tells of blessing there. Had the joy of
baptising a dear man whose daughter was con-
verted some time ago. In the cooler weather now

our brother is able to get about more. He desires
prayer for Malaga. SOUTH AFRICA.—Natal.—Mr.
Pugh : “* There has been a measure of blessing since

I last wrote, and last month we had the joy of
baptising eleven converts. We praise -God for the
droppings, and this week are holding special meet-
ings for prayer for revival. In the schools we have
much for which to give thanks, and at the central
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one we have larger numbers than ever, and have
had to increase our native staff and plan for an
extension of our buildings.”” CENTRAL AFRICA,
—Mr. C. E. Stokes : ““ In the teachers’ school at
Johnston Falls there are fifty-four young men and
lads, and in the junior school 150 boys. It was a
great joy to me, some weeks ago, to hear a headman
of one of the villages make a public confession of
Christ at the close of a meeting there. He is an
elderly man, and his conversion caused great
thanksgiving in his village.” BAHAMAS.—Mr. W.
A. M'Cullough : ““ We escaped harm during the
recent hurricane that passed over these islands.
Much damage to property was caused, but little loss
of life. The hall at Nassau stood intact, but those
at Palmetto Point and Savannah Sound were ren-
dered useless, and many in those places are homeless
and destitute. The brethren would value prayer.”
B. GUIANA.—Mr. T. Wales : ‘“ We are thankful to
report many evidences of blessing, in sinners being
saved and saints revived. But the work in the
country causes us some anxiety and much exercise
before the Lord. They need much more help than
we can give them. We are much cast upon the Lord
for other labourers for this field.”

PERSONALIA,

Commander Salwey, of Paris, has not been so
well for some time, and has been practically forced
to rest for a time. Enjoys much of the presence of
the Lord, and has proved Romars viii. and 28 and
Genesis ix. 14, 15, and 16 to be a great blessing.
It would be well to remember our beloved brother
in prayer. Our brother Tom Baird has had a good
récovery, and is now resting awhile in Devonshire.
Qur esteemed contributor, Mr. Harold St. John, has
returned from America, after a busy and lengthy
stay, and will (God willing) be assisting in some of
the home Conferences at New Year time.

ADDRESSES.

Correspondence for Vicarage Street Hall, Yeovil,
to W. H. Higgins, Brabourne, Ropirig Road, Yeovil.
Correspondence for Dunmurry Assembly, Belfast,
to James Press, 2 Glenco Place, Dunmurry, Belfast.
Correspondence for Kirkconnel Assembly should be
addressed to A. Thomson, 83 Main Street, Kirk-
connel, near Sanquhar. J. W. Linton (formerly of
Haswell, Co. Durham)} should now be addressed at
28 Benvarden Avenue, Londonderry. The Chris-
tians who met for near fifty years in St. Paul’s
Hall, and for the last few years in the Square Room,
Music Hall, have now removed into their new hall

at 220 Holburn Street, Aberdeen. Correspondent,
William Salter, 26 Belvedere Crescent, Aberdeen.
Believers formerly meeting in St. James Hall,
Phillip Street, Sydney, now meet in Congress Hall,
Goulburn Street (near George Street), Sydney.
Correspondence to R. W. Loudon, Victoria Road,
Bellevue Hill, Woolahra, Sydney, or Mr. H. H.

Fishwick, ‘ Sydney Morning Herald,” Hunter
Street, Sydney.
Fallen Asleep.
Thomas Aitken, Galston, aged 80. Saved in

Motherwell 50 years ago. Identified with assem-
blies ever since. A man beloved, with a noble
testimony in the place where he lived. Mrs. Andrew
M‘Cracken, Motherwell. Saved in early years.
Connected with Shields Road Hall Assembly,
Flemington, from, its commencement. She had a
consistent life, was given to hospitality, a succourer
of many. Will be much missed. Mrs. J. P. Steven,
Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A., aged 62. Saved 50 years
ago in Orkney. In Cleveland Assembly for 40
years. Though not very strong in body, she was
very much given to hospitality, and will be greatly
missed. She leaves a husband, one daughter, and
two sons to mourn her loss. Bre. Douglas and
Duncan took the funeral service at Gospel Hall,
which was very largely attended. November 5th,
at Qootacamund, after much suffering, Miss Bishop,
wel known for her loving and sympathetic care of
the Lord’s servants in her Homes of Rest in the hills
of India. Aubrey Fair, Oakland, Cal. Saved in
Dublin, went out to California, and has been of
great help in the assembly for forty years
B —f ot
OUR PROGRAMME FOR 1929.

With this number there is presented an entirely
New Coloured Scriptural Diagram on the Seven
Feasts of -Jehovah, design by Angus Swanson, while
the descriptive expository articles on the subject
written by Mr. Harold St. John now appearing will
be continued each month. We have on hand a
wealth of fresh and seasomable articles by recog-
nised authors, whose ministry has helped many.

Sums Received for the Lord’s Work and Workers
By the Editors, Believer’s Mapazine, 20 Sturrock Street,

Kilmarnock.
L. Horne £4 0 )
J. N., Glasgow 010 0
“AL P 2 0 0

Total to Dec. 20 £6 10 0
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Treasury Notes.

“HIS WORKMANSHIP WE ARE.”

By HaroLp St. Jomn.

HE above phrase occurs in Paul’s

mental masterpiece, the Epistle to

the Ephesians (2. 10) and, as is well known

the noun, which he so strongly emphasizes

is poema from which is derived our word
“poem.”

But words, like coins, often get defaced
or clipped in course of circulation and in
this case “poema’” stands for any work of
art and not merely, as with us, the expres-
sion of high thoughts in harmonious verse.

How shall we define art? Surely it is
simply the action of mind upon matter, of
thought upon material, the production of
cosmos out of chaos. '

For instance, a tinker once sat in jail
with a bottle of soot, a goose’s quill and
some pieces of parchment; the work of art
was finished, when the Pilgrim’s Progress
was carried to the publisher.

Two centuries since a man sat at a wheel
with a lump of wet clay with an oven near
at hand; the result was sold at Christie’s
the other day for £1,200, and the purchaser
of that china jar seemed to be satisfied.

Sixty centuries ago, in a garden, Jehovah
Elohim took of the dust of the ground and
made (“potted”) a man; scarcely was His
work finished than a shadow and a blow
fell upon it and His work lay ruined.

With exhaustless patience He waited for
forty centuries and at last sent One into the
world Who confessed “1 am like a broken
vessel,” but through that “breaking” God
is making His masterpieces in five contin-
ents to-day!

At Ephesus, Paul had found a mass of
devil-driven and shameful men and women

in a cemetery (Ch.. 2. 1, 2), but after three
years of toil he looks at his work and then
at himself and writes with mingled humility
and pride “His workmanship we are.”

It is a dignified and awe inspiring re-
flection that each one of us is lying beneath
the hand of an Artist and that soon He
will be satisfied with His work, and, put-
ting His name upon it, will set it on a shelf
or give it its place in the libraries of eter-
nity.

What first started my mind upon this
chain of thought was an incident that I
came across lately and, as it seems to offer
us a very perfect specimen of the divine
handyworks, I give it.

In a certain ironworks in Yorkshire, a
brother is employed as a metal worker, and
since his witness is clear and decisive, he
is strongly disliked by a certain section.

One day when he was out at dinner some
of his fellow-workers took one of his tools,
heated it in the furnace until it was white
and then dropped it into the dust.

A moment later, the Christian entered
the shop and walking to his place noticed
the fallen tool and, stooping, grasped it
with his right hand—he dropped it at once
but the shop was filled with the sickening
odour of burnt flesh.

There was a brief pause and then, hold-
ing up his maimed hand, he quietly said
“Mates, 1 shan’t be able to work for a few
days; I'm going home to ask God’s bless-
ing upon you all and especially upon those
of you who did this.”

Any comment would spoil that story.
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The Kingdom.

“ ANOTHER KING—ONE JESUS.”
By E. W. RoGERS, OF WALLINGTON.

AN’S past record has shown, incon-
travertibly, that whatever God en-
trusted into his hands, he has failed in its
exercise. This was so conspicuously in
the three offices which were prominent
is Israel’s history, namely, those of
prophet, priest and king.

But although this was the case, the
Lord Jesus Christ, the sinless man whom
God had in reserve, was promised as the
One who would take up these offices and
perfectly exercise their functions. He is
the promised prophet, priest and king.

God, through Moses, foreshadowed Him
as a prophet : ‘1 will raise them up a
prophet from among their brethren like
unto thee, ana will put My words into
His mouth, and He shall speak unto them
all that I command Him ”’ (Deut.xviii. 18).

The man of God to Eli spake of Him as
a priest. ““And I will raise me up a
faithful priest who shall do according to
that which is in My heart and in My mind,
and I will build him a sure house, and He
shall walk before Mine anointed for ever ”’
(1. Sam. ii. 35).

The Psalmist spake of Him as a king,
when He said, “ Thy throne, O God, is for
ever and ever : the sceptre of Thy kingdom
is a right sceptre ”’ (Psalm xlv. 6).

As prophet the Lord Jesus appeared in
the days of His flesh : as a * faithful
priest” He now appears at God’s right
hand for the believers : as the Zimg He
soon will appear to establish His earthly
kingdom.

Of this kingdom and its king, the Old
Testament has much to say. It informs
us concerning the king that :—

(a) He will, as to His genealogy, come
through David’s line. “ And there
shall come forth a rod out of the stem
of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out
of His roots ”’ (Isa. xi. 1).

(b) He will, as to moral character, be
well pleasing to God. * His delight
shall be in the fear of the Lord ” (Isa.
ii. 8). ““ My chosen in whom My soul
delighteth ” (Isa. xlii. 1).

(c) He will, as to His rule,be inflexibly
righteous—‘ Behold a king shall reign
in righteousness ” (Isa. xxxii. 1).

(d) He will, as to the duration of
His reign, abide for ever. “ Of the
increase of His government, and peace,
there shall be no end” (Isa. ix. 7).
“The God of heaven shall set up a
kingdom which shall never be destroyed”
(Dan. ii. 44).

Many another passage, could be cited to
confirm these statements, but let these
suffice.

Now, on referring to the New Testa-~
ment, it will be discovered that the Lord
Jesus Christ answers fully to these fore-
casts of the Old Testament.

As to His genealogy, this is twice given,
once by Matthew and once by Luke,
furnishing thereby indisputable evidence
of the legality of His claim to David’s
throne.

As to moral character, God declared His
verdict in the words, “ This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased ” (Matt.
iii. 17), thus bearing testimony of Him as
the Son of Psa. ii., and the Elect Servant
of Isa. xlii. 1.

As to His rule, while He did not sit on
a throne, but, on the contrary hanged on
a Cross, and was judged by men instead
of judging men, yet His resurrection is
the assurance that “ He will judge the
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world in righteousness,” in God’s “ ap-
pointed day ”’ (see Acts xvii. 31, and Psa.
ix. 8).

And, as to the duration of His reign,
the Scripture speaks thus : ““ And as con-
cerning that He raised Him up from the
dead now no more to return to corruption,
He said on this wise, I will give you the
sure mercies of David ”’ (Acts xiii. 34).

But the “ appointed day” for His
earthly rule has not yet come, although it
is certain He will reign for the Scriptures
have plainly announced “ He must reign”
(1 Cor. xv. 25). He will have an earthly
kingdom, and He Himself will rule ““ out
of Zion”’ (Psa. ii. 6 and Isa. ii. 3). The
people to whom He came as their King,
and who rejected Him, are, however, not
yet in a condition to receive Him back.
A moral change as well as a national
welcome is essential. '

In the meantime, consequent upon the
rejection by the Jews of the King, as
recorded in Matt., chaper xii., the setting
up no earth of the kingdom has been
postponed, and-there has been a new and
unexpected development in the ways of
God, not foreshadowed in the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures, and not anticipated by
the waiting remnant. The kingdom has
taken a peculiar form, it has become a
kingdom in mystery, characterised by the
rejection and the absence of the King.
The kingdom is on earth, while the King
is in heaven. For what reason it is called
“ the kingdom of the heavens,” for heaven
is the sphere from which it is ruled. In
this form it commenced, prior to the
formation of the Church, and will con-
tinue subsequent to its rapture. In it are
included believers, as well as many more
professors.

Matthew, who writes of the Lord Jesus
as Israel’'s King and the kingdom in

mystery, further furnishes us with what
is generally called “ The Sermon on' the
Mount,” in which we are given laws by
which the subjects of the kingdom should
regulate their conduct. ,

There are laws specially suitable to
remnant conditions ; that is, to conditions
which will obtain in later days after the
rapture of the Church, when Apostate
Israel will be under the heel of anti-
Christ, and when the godly remnant
therein will be awaiting the return of their
Messiah, being “ persecuted for righteous-
ness’ sake.” In principle, the’ apostles
stood in this position prior to the descent
of the Holy Spirit, though subsequently
in the same Spirit they were baptised into
the one body, the Church.

“The sermon” also contains certain
governmental rules which will obtain in
the millennial kingdom.

Thus, the ““ sermon ” itself has a dis-
tinctively dispensational character. The
meek inherit the EARTH, while the Chris-
tian is destined for HEAVEN. The desires
after righteousness, that is righteousness
administered in rule, will be satisfied when
the King comes to earth to reign ; but the
Christian looks for Him to come to the
air, not as King, but as Saviour and Lord ;
the disciples of that day are tested by the
oncoming storm, while the Church is
saved out of it, being removed ere the
storm breaks.

Rightly to understand this ““ sermon,”’
and the whole of the Gospel of Matthew,
this distinction must be kept in view.
The Church is referred to (chap. xvi. and
xviii.), but it is not the predominating
feature. The kingdom is chiefly in view.

But, while it is true that these laws
demand for their right understanding a
regard to dispensational distinctions, and
can only be properly interpreted by noting



28 THE BELIEVER’S MAGAZINE.

the entire absense here of what is peculi-
arly ““ Church truth,” which had not
indeed been then revealed, yet they con-
tain principles applicable to all Christians
now, not in their distinctive character as
members of the body of Christ, but as
disciples of the Lord (it was to the * dis-
ciples ”’ He spake), from whom they learn.
Hence it is that these same principles are,
with suited dispensational modifications,
referred to, and sometimes developed, in
the Epistles.

For example, the disciple, as an indi-
vidual, is regarded here as a ‘‘light,”
and corporately they are regarded as
“ The light of the world.” This suggests
that the scene in which they are found is
one of darkness, in which they are re-
sponsible to shine ; such it was when the
words were uttered; such it will be
when the Church is gone; and with this
agrees Paul’s allusion to the Christian as
being #ow a “‘ luminary ”’ (Phil. ii. 15).

Here, the Lord enjoins on His followers
not to lay up for themselves treasures on
earth, but in heaven. Anxious care as to
food or raiment is to be banished, and
replaced by a daily trust in a faithful
Father-God. Does not Paul’s teaching
concur with this, when he says, ‘“ Be
anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication let your requests
be made known to God” (Phil. iv. 6).
“My God shall supply all your need
according to His riches in glory ” (Phil.
iv. 19). “ Be rich in good works . .
lay up-in store a good foundation
against the time to come” (1 Tim. vi.
17, 18) ?

Here, the Lord Jesus enforces the
obligation of holiness on the part of His
followers, with which agrees Paul’s in-
junction in 1 Thess iv., where a similar
subject matter is referred to.

GOD-GIVEN FORMULA OF BAPTISM.

In some quarters there has been a departure from
the only formula of baptism given by our Lord (Matt.
28. 19-20). We regret that this is so, and the serious-
ness of it in our judgment is very great, We have much
pleasure in printing a letter from our esteemed cor-
respondent, Mr, W. Rodgers of Omagh sent some two
vears ago to some exercised ones. It will speak for
itself.

Dear Brother in Christ:

1 have put off answering your letter, which
I received some time ago, partly because I
have been exceedingly busy since then; but
also partly because the position that the breth-
ren you speak of take up with regard to Matt.
28. 19, 20, seems to me so absurd that one
hardly knows where to begin to controvert it.

The Lord Jesus before his death made just
one appointment with the disciples, to meet
Him on a certain mofintain in Galilee after He
had risen; and of this we are reminded in
Matthew 28. 16, There had been some more
or less informal meetings elsewhere previous
to it, but this was the Specially Prearranged
Meeting, which naturally should overshadow
them all in importance; yet these brethren ask
us to believe that what He told them when He
met them there, was not about their own work
at all; but that He gave them minute instruc-
tions and comforting assurances with regard
to the work of some other unknown indivi-
duals, who would live two thousand or more
years after their time. They ask us to believe
that when He said, “Go ye and teach,” He
meant that somebody else was to go and
teach; that when He said, “I am with you,”
He meant, T will be with some other people
who will be on earth two thousand years
hence; and that when he added, “Even unto
the end of the age,” He meant, until the end
of the next age. People who can swallow this
kind of thing must have good digestion, for 1
frankly confess I prefer to believe that the
Lord just meant what He said.

The statement of these brethren, quoted by
you, that Matthew does not acknowledge thce
Church period at all, is another absurdity, I
cannot call it anything less. Is it not in Mat-
thew that we have the formal introduction of
the Church in chapter 16, and of church order
in chapter 18? 1Is it not here that we have the
Lord’s action, se symbolical of turning from
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Jew to Gentile in chapter 13.1; where after
being rejected definitely by the Jewish leaders
in the two previous chapters, it is said, “The
same day went Jesus out of the House and
sat by the Seaside?” And immediately we are
given the Seven Parables of the Mysteries of
the Kingdom, which have so often been shown
to picture succcssive stages of this present
Church period. That Matthew’s gospel has a
Jewish tinge, no one who is a careful reader
can doubt; but this is far from concluding that
there is nothing in it except for Jews. The
gospel of Luke has a Gentile tinge, but would
these brethren suggest that there is nothing
for Jews in Luke, nothing about Tribulation,
nothing about Millennial times? In fact the
commission which is given in the end of the
Gentile gospel of Luke has a more Jewish
sound about it (“repentance and the remission
of sins”) than the one in Matthew.

As to the suggestion that the formula of
Matthew 28 is for the use of thosc who will
baptise during the Millennial period, 1 should
like to get some small proof that there will be
any baptisers then, I do not say there will not,
but I see nothing in the Scriptures about it,
I would have just as much right to suggest
that people will get circumcised then, as they
have to say they will be baptised, and possibly
more. -

As to Peter requiring further revelation in
Acts 10 before going with the Gospel to Gen-
tiles, the verse you name, Acts 1. 8, is certainly
sufficient to knock the bottom out of any
argument based on that. The fact is, Peter’s
Jewish prejudices were so deeply seated that
he was slow of heart to take in the “All
nations” of Matthew 28. 19, and the truth had
to be repeated to him again and again. And
with regard to the further statement that the
apostles did not carry out Matthew 28, there
is a word worth noting in Acts 14. 21, “They
preached the Gospel to that city and discipled
many.” It is the very word “matheteuo” used
in Matthew 28. 19, and this is the only place,
apart from Matthew’s gospel, where it occurs.
Now were they not here carrying out Matthew
28. 197

One other passage which has often been
used, and will bear to be used again, as a
proof that anyone who had received Christian

baptism had been baptised into the name of
the Holy Spirit, as well as into that of Christ,
is Acts 19. 3. When these disciples say, “We
have not even heard if Holy Spirit be” (literal
translation), Paul in surprise asks, “Unto
(same word ‘eis’ as in Matthew 28. 19) what
then were ye baptised?” 1 think this should
be sufficient.
Yours sincerely in Christ,
W. RODGERS.

P.S. Those passages in Acts, in which the
name of Christ is associated with baptism,
prove nothing whatever as to the formula
which was used by the apostles, because:

1. They do not make any claim’ to give a
formula.

2. In the Greek text of these passages,
both the prepositions (“upon,” “in,” “into,”)
and the names used for Christ (“Jesus Christ,”
“the Lord Jesus,” “the Lord,”) differ widely,
which would not be the case if they referred
to the formula used.

3. Itis in one of these very passages, chap-
ter 19. 1-5, that the name of the Holy Spirit
is definitely linked with baptism, as has been
shown above.

4. There are constant references in Acts to
“the Name,” and there is a recurrence of such
phrases as “in the name of Jesus Christ,” in
connection with matters other than baptism,
such as teaching, working of miracles, and
casting out of demons (e.g. chap. 3. 6; chap. 4.
18; chap. 16. 18). These when taken together,
prove that what is actually meant is that each
thing, whether preaching or healing or bap-
tising, was done by the apostles and by their
converts, with reference to His Name, and in
subjection to His authority.

W. R.

Religious books are profitable, but the best
of them do not contain the juices and marrow
which you will find in every word of Holy
Scripture. One sentence will often be enough
to fill the mind, and uphold and strengthen
it through the day. Who cannot return over
and over again to the sacred writings, finding
continually new delight? Whereas most
human writings grow tedious to us after we
know them well. ‘



30

THE BELIEVER'S MAGAZINE.

A New Year’s Message.

By Joun FERGUSON oF DETROIT.

“The Lord Direct Your Hearts Into the
Patience of Christ”—2nd Thess. 3-5. R.V.

T is said of the late Mr. Andrew Bonar
that he had the habit which he con-
tinued until he was taken home to Heaven,
to come out of his house every morning
and standing on the doorstep, he would
look up to heaven and say, “Well He has
not come yet but perhaps He will come to-
day.” This waiting, expectant attitude is
ours. We are on the doorstep of another
year and the past has been so full of the
goodness of God to us that we hail the
dawning of this one with joy and hope.
The silver dawn of another year brings
with it the golden promise of His coming.
We are reminded by such passing scenes
of Him Who remainest and for Whom we
wait.

He is the same YESTERDAY and TO-DAY_
and ForevER. To-day we know Him to be
now what He ever was, the same sympathy,
the same undying affection and interest in
His people. It only waited for His visit
in.Holy humanity to manifest this to men.
How blessed to know that away back in
ETERNITY He was ever the same, “His de-
lights were with the sons of men.”

It was that burning delight that hastened,
when the due time came, His visit to Beth-
lehem and its poverty and shame. There
as the Holy Babe, He hung on His mother’s
breast and drew from the creature parent
the sustenance He needed, while He it was
‘Who supplied that very nourishment to her,
she was so dependent on. The Ancient of
Days, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace. In His infant years and childhood
days He was waiting to burst forth when

His hour came, in His pent up love, and
to lavish upon men that wonderful display
of the tenderest affection the earth has ever
seen,

On to the Cross He went, despising the
shame, and there, in flowing blood He made
plain the volume of His Eternal Love to
man,

The same to-day, Resurrection Glory has
burst with splendour on the scene. The
dark and loathsome tomb has been robbed
of all the dread and doom it ever had. He
has risen, and yonder on the throne, to the
eye of faith, He 1s still the same. In His
heart is burning desires for His Bride.
No earthly bridegroom ever had such true
desires to make his” bride his own as He
has, as He waits on the Father's throne.
The celestial and eternal dwelling all pre-
pared, how He yearns to take to Himself,
to the bosom of His affection, His darling
Bride. He went to the Cross to purchase
ber for Himself and-it is the supreme
moment of delight to Him that He is wait-
ing for, the moment when He will come
forth and take her into the Father’s House.
The same forever., When we hear the
shout, and the year we are now entering
upon may bring it to us, we shall meet no
stranger, but the very same Jesus and we
shall gaze with new delight on the Face
that was marred more than any man. It
will be His delight to unfold to us through
all the unending cycles of Eternity, the
fresh wonders of His Grace and Love. We
shall bask in the undimmed Glory of His
Presence and our hearts will be filled with
praise to Him. We will crown Him Lorp
of aLr. Let us take the first steps into the
New Year listening to hear the footfall of
our Eternal Lover, and in the waiting at-
titude that is His, may we be found till He
come,
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The Strange Woman,

By H. T. SPENCER, TRINIDAD.

SOLATED passages from ‘‘ The Pro-
verbs of Solomon ” are often quoted :
but seldom do we receive ministry of any
doctrinal significance from that much
neglected book. Yet to the student of the
holy Scriptures, it is evident that no
portion of God’s Word can be lightly
looked upon, without loss to the child of
God.

A most cursory reading of the book of
Proverbs ‘brings this fact to the reader’s
‘notice, that great prominence is given to
the ways of two women : The STRANGE,
the other VIRTUOUS (See chap. ii. 16;
xii. 4; and xxxi. 1I-31j.

How very many of the women we read
about in the Old Testament Scriptures,
set forth in type, the ways relative to
God’s .beloved people, of this present age
of His grace. A people to His praise, to
be the bride of the Lamb. Think of Eve,
taken from the side of the first man, Adam;
a shadowing forth of the bride to be taken
from the pierced side of *‘ the second man,”
“the last Adam,” “the Lord from
heaven.” Think also of Rebekah : the
woman brought through the desert to be
a bride for Isaac; the one who had been
previously offered to God as a sacrifice.
The “ alien” brides of Moses, Boaz,
David and Solomon ; each of these women
in some way or other, sets forth truth
related to the Church—the Bride.
™ Satan, the “god of this world,” has
produced an Imitation of this bride, even
as he imitates the greatest works of God.
Does God send forth One whose name
shall be called Jesus? Does He give a
Gospel?  Then Satan will produce
“another Jesus " and ‘ another gospel.”
Hath God se* forth the Christ? Then
the Devil will set forth ‘‘anti-christ.”
Is God by Christ building a Church?

“The god of this world” will build

churches too. God extends His kingdom.
The “ Prince of the power of the air”
extends his also. Will God liken His
people to a woman ? The Adversary will

have a woman on earth too. ‘ THE
STRANGE WOMAN "’  with ‘ STRANGE
CHILDREN ” (Psa. cxiv. 4-11); and

“ STRANGE DOCTRINES ~’ (Heb. xiii. 9).
Our God has given us a description of her
in the Proverbs of Solomon that we might
recognise her, and shun her; for * her
steps take hold on hell ” her house is the
way to hell,” and her guests are in its
depths.”

This strange woman is again brought
to our notice, in the 17th chapter of
Revelation. Her lewdness is still in
evidence, and she is referred to now, in
the plainest possible language, as “ THE
GREAT WHORE.” Not only so, but she is
still brought to the reader’s notice, as a
mother ; and is called, “ the mother of
harlots.” Verse 18 of the chapter quoted,
tells us that the woman is * that great
city,” which reigneth over the kings of the
earth. Satan’s city, as an offset to the
holy city, ““ New Jerusalem,” God’s city.
In short, the strange woman and her
children, stand for the church and churches
of the world, which are not being built
according to the commandments of the
Lord. The children imitate the mother,
with varying degrees of fidelity, but all
alike evil : all dominated in greater or
lesser measure, by * the spirit that now
worketh, in the sons of disobedience.”
How inexpressibly sad, that any of God’s
dear children should in any way be
associated with that which is so horrible
in His sight. . Yet true it is that some are
and will be to the end of the age, for it is
written, “‘ come out of her My people, that
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that
ye receive not of her plagues.” God's
people in her house, in her, but not of her
(Rev. xviii. 4).  Like just Lot in Sodom.
Was he happy there? Nay : ‘“ he vexed
his righteous sou] from day to day with
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the ungodly conversation of the wicked.”
UNHAPPY EVERY DAY. So the children of
God in low spiritual condition, are to be
found in her house, even as some of her
children get among God'’s people ; who,, if
they are spiritual enough, soon detect the
false character of those who are “ wolves
in sheeps clothing,” or “ dogs who return
to their own vomit,” 7.e., religious pro-
fessors who build again “ the things they
once destroyed.” The “swine,” who
returned to their wallowing in the mire,

are the openly vicious: before their
washing they were irreligious, and they
go back to their filthy ways. How many
there are who believe, yet do not believe,
“ to the saving of the soul.” (Heb. x. 39;
with Acts viii. 13-33). Asin 1 John ii. 19,

“ They went out from us, but they were
not of us ; for if they had been of us, they
would no doubt have continued with us :
but they went out that they might be
made manifest that they were not all
of us.”

Let us look at this strange woman. She
is in a house, and so are we i1 a house, the
HOUSE of GoD (1 Tim. iii. 15). We can see
her from the window of the house we live
in (Pro. vii. 2).
light comes in. There are 66 books in the
Bible, and each book is a window. * The
entrance of thy words giveth light”
(Psa. cxix. 130). Her words, her house,
and her paths are mentioned in chapter ii ;
her lips, her feet, her ways, are brought
before us in chapter v.;her beauty in
chapter vi.; let us examine a little more
carefully some of the things that are
written in relation to her in the 7th
chapter. Verse 7 brings to our notice,
“a young man void of understanding,
passing through the street near her corner :
he went the way to her house.” How
many of the children of God’s children are
void of understanding to-day; and con-
sequently, are found going to the world’s
religious, houses, mass houses, and houses
of heresy, and even God’s children are

The window is where the’

guilty of this spmtual adultery If ever
there was a day when the words of Jame-
iv. 4 could be uttered with sweeping cons
demnation, it is to-day. ‘‘ Ye adulterers
and adulteresses, know ye not that the
friendship of the world is enmity with God?
Friendship with the world in any aspect :
religious political, or social. The latter is
the great snare into which many young
Christians are being drawn just now,
sharing in the ungodly ‘‘ pleasures of sin.”
‘ WHATSOEVER IS NOT OF FAITH IS SIN "
(Rom. xiv. 23).

Verse 10 speaks of her attire, it is that
of a harlot. This is more fully described
in Rev. xvii. 4. “ Purple and scarlet
colour, and gilded (margin), with gold, and
precious stones, and pearls.” What a
contrast to the woman who is to be the
Lamb’s wife. ‘‘ To her it was granted that
she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean
and white.” How very suggestive, to say
the least, of the difference that should be
in evidence between the children of God
and the strange chﬂdren of this strange
woman.

Verse 11, ““ She is loud and stubborn ;
her feet abide not in her house.” This
suggests the missionary activities of this
woman. ‘‘ Now she is without, now in the
streets, and lieth in wait at every corner.”
“ Without "—to the ends of the earth.
““In the streets ”—nearer home. ‘At
every corner ~'— therefore at the corner
of the rightly built house. ‘ Loud ”—
is not self-advertisement a prominent
feature of the religious world?  The
names of great men are largely advertised.
They are the drawing power. The chief
attraction of many Conventions, Con-
ferences, Retreats, etc., etc., etc. There
is a danger of the true House so imitating
the false,, RATHER THAN THE FALSE IM-
ITATING THE TRUE. ‘ The Kingdom of
God cometh not by observation.”
* Stubborn "—how true of her. From
her head in Rome, she boasts ‘‘ that she
never changes.” '
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Verse 14 shows how wvery religious she
is. This is her masterpiece. “ 1 have
peace offerings with me ; this day have
I paid my vows.” This is not an ordinary
street harlot, a woman of the city. This
is an apostate church prostituting the
things of sanctity.

“ I have decked my bed with coverings
of tapestry, with carved works, with fine
linen of Egypt.” Not only is she religious
but she is very refined. That is one reason
why those without understanding go to
her. She offers ease instead of tribulation.
A bed instead of a cross. ** Carved works.”
Emblematic of human skill. How she
boasts of her beautiful buildings. “ I am
rich and increased in goods and have need
of nothing.” *‘ All that is in the world,
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the ostentation of living, is not of the
Father.” - She has ‘‘ fine linen "’ too, but
its of Egypt. ‘That of the virtuous woman
is made with her own hands (Pro. xxxi. 24).
It is the righteousnesses of the saints.
Instead of buying it from Egypt, she
maketh it, and hath sufficient to sell.
Like her Lord, she invites others to buy
“ywithout money and without price.”
Her clothing is * strength and honour.”

Verses 18-19 are very suggestive. “ Let
us take our fill of love until the morning :
for the good man (JESvS) is not at home,
heis gone a long journey.” Compare with
John xiv. 3 ; and Luke xix. 12.

Verse 20 ‘“ He hath taken a bag of
money with him, AND WILL COME HOME
AT THE DAY APPOINTED. All churches are
talking of His coming to-day, may it be

ours to watch and wait and pray, and do-

all things to His glory ; for He has indeed
said, " Behold I come quickly, and my
reward is with me, to give to every man
according as his work shall be”
Rev. xxii) 12.

The Preacher’s Corner,

PR .

Hebron.

The piace of Separation (Gen. xiii. 18).

The place of Worship (Gen. xiii. 18).

The starting-point for Victory (Gen. xiv. 13).
The place ot Communion (Gen. xviii. 1, 33).
The place of Promise (Gen. xviii. 10, 14).

The place of revealed Purpose {Gen. xviii. 17-21}.
The place of Intercession (Gen. xviii. 23-32).
The place of Fruitfulness (Num. xiil. 22},

The piace of Conquest (Josh. x. 36, 37).

A city of Refuge (josh. xxi. 11, 13).

The place of shared Spoil (1 Sam. xxx. 26, 31}.
The piace of Weeping (2 Sam:. iii. 32).

-

The Seven Mysteries of the New Testament.

1. The mystery of the Kingdom of Heaven (see
Matt. xai. 11).

2. The blindness in part that happened to Israel
(see Rom. xi. 25).

3. The mystery of those who are to be changed,
and ot those who are to be raised at the return of
our Lord Jesus (see 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52).

4. The mystery concerning Christ and the
Church (Eph. v. 32). (See also Rom. xvi. 25, 26;
Eph. iii. 3-10; Col. i. 25-27).

5. The mystery of God, and of the Father, and
of Christ (Col. ii. 2).

The mystery ot inijuity (Lawlessness) (2 Thess.
i, 7).

7. The mystery of God (Rev. x. 7).

The Pilgrim Psalm.

Perfect Security—The Lord is my Shepherd.

Perfect Satisfaction—I sh.ll not want.

Perfect Rest—He maketh me to lie down.

Perfect Quietness—He leadeth me beside the sisil
waters.

Perfect Health—He restoreth my soul.

Perfect Guidance—He leadeth me.

Perfect Confidence—I1 will fear no evil.

Perfect Company—Thou art with me.

Perfect Comfort—Thy rod and Thy staff.

Perfect Provision—Thou preparest a table.

Perfect Consecration—Thou anointest my head

Perfect Joy—My cup runneth over.

Perfect Care—Goodness and mercy shall follow me.

Perfect Home—1I will dwell for ever.
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Studies in Philippians.

CuapteEr III.
By ANDREW BoRLAND, M.A.

DANGER-SOURCES AND THE MINISTRY.

HE note of urgency predominates in
the second half of this epistle. News

of danger had arrived, and before the letter
was sent on its mission a long postscript
was added. The reading scems to denote
that the original letter was intended for
despatch when the words, “ Finally, my

brethren, rejoice in the Lord” had been

penned, but, with a haste born of the noble

sense of duty in the discharge of his Christ-

ian ministry, the Apostle utters his warn-
ings lest those on whom he had bestowed
such labours should be ensnared and their
liberty endangered. There is a poignant
fear in the words that follow. Running
through the terms of triumph and joy can
be seen traces of magnanimous concern for
the children of his mission. What a flash
of light is thrown on the character of the
true servant’s ministry by the repeated
warnings of this introductory section! It
is the unconscious beauty of this self-revel-
ation that impresses us with its unadorned
simplicity. There is no studied pose for
others; the heart of the man exposes itself
in an unsolicited expression of love and
concern. So always is it. The saints at
Philippi were in danger—and that was suf-
ficient. The warnings are not the work of
a hireling ; they are the words of a devoted
pastor. Do we not need, in these days, a
fresh acquisition of that spirit which lavish-
ly devotes itself for others, and spends it-
self unassumingly in an endeavour to safe-
guard the interests of our Lord, and to
forearm the saints in their conflict with
evil? '

DANGERS,

True Christian ministry is always appre-
hensive of evil: and consequently exercises
a vigilant care for the welfare of the saints.
With this there is an evident willingness
to reiterate warnings already given, that by
by the constant repetition, the saints may
be kept safe. There are some to whom
such a task as this is, is irksome. It was
not so to the Apostle : he rather found joy
in performing any duty that would ultim-
ately preserve the work of previous years.
Moreover, there is an insistence upon that
which would be “safe” for the Philippians.
That, in the last analysis, is the true objec-
tive of ministry—the provision of  that
which will tend to strengthen the saints
against the aggressions of evil. Because
evil abounds to-day there is need for min-
istry of this nature.

UNMASKED.
The danger-source is unmasked in three
g
expressions—*“dogs,” “evil-workers,” “the

concision.” It is insidious evil that works
havoc,—the pretence of false ideals,—and
not the undisguised evil that needs no un-
veiling. It is the menace from within that
requires most unrelenting exposure. The
terms of description may have changed
with passing centuries but the danger has
persisted—wherever reality has been found.
Even in Paul’s day Judaising legalists had
thrust themselves in where the sovereign
and free grace of God had wrought won-
ders. The “dogs” are not dead yet! Can
we identify this evil in our own day?

Dogs.

These were the teachers who followed
the pioneer gospellers, with studied aim to
catch the unwary. They harped back to
the law. They may even have covered
most corrupt ways with a cloak of religious
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observance, belittling the work of Christ
and magnifying their own conception of
acceptance with God. Like dogs such are
always savage and severe : they are incon-
siderate and ungracious. They are preju-
diced by a partial acknowledgment of the
truth, and are unwilling to follow the light
all the way, their unwillingness leading
finally to an unqualified refusal of the ap-
proaches of God in Christ. The Church is
ever in danger of that religion which is a
mere husk. These “dogs” were sticklers
for the truth of ceremonial observance de-
void of all spiritual meaning—ritual enjoy-
ed for its fleshly pleasure.  Their lineal
descendants are not yet extinct. The warn-
ing is “Beware!”

Evi. WOoRKERS. -

This is but another name for those al-
ready described, but emphasis is laid upon
the character of the doers and their deeds.
They are the “deceitful workers” of 2 Cor.
11. 13; and are actuated by a desire to
delude and destroy.  Their methods are
those of deceit and trickery, and are re-
miniscent of one who uses his wiles and
stratagems for the discomfiture of the
saints. Their name is legion to-day, and
they are to be found as adherents of every
camp of ritualism and modernism. By
their speciousness their arguments are most
disarming, and because destruction and
misery are in their way there is clamant
need to utter the ancient warning, “Be-
ware !”

Tre CoNCisION.

Here is revealed the real nature of the
evil : it was the insistence upon what was
now simply a shadow—a national arrange-
ment, that had now no significance since
the resurrection of Christ. It was mere
formalism ! Circumcision, as such, had

disappeared, and something greater in the
economy of God had superseded it. Thrice
over in his epistles the same writer throws
the old and the new into vivid contrast,
revealing the fact of the unavailingness of
the ancient ceremonial. .

(a) Gal. 5. 6, “For in Christ Jesus,
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision
availeth anything, but faith which worketh
by love.” »

(b) Gal. 6. 15.  “For in Christ Jesus
neither circumcision availeth anything, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creature.”

(¢) 1 Cor. 7. 19. “Circumcision is noth-
ing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the
keeping of the commandments of God.”

The great counter agency, then, for the
inroads of this evil is a testimony which
has for its threefold character these marks
—a new creation, faith which worketh by
love, and the keeping of the commandments
of God. Do we not well to take heed unto
ourselves? Because the danger is ever pre-
sent, we must never cease to sound the
sterner note which warns by its well-direct-
ed repetition.

And what do we learn?

(1) There is always the danger of de-
grading what is God-given, by a miscon-
ception of its purpose.

(2) We are ever in danger of a blind
exclusivism that prejudges and becomes
censorious, that is revealed in its exaltation
of self, and its emphasis on fleshly activity.

Let those to whom the Lord has com-
mitted the gift of teaching and pastoring so
exercise themselves in their duties that
they may be able, by the discernment that
the Spirit gives, to say “Beware—beware—
beware.”

The Cross is like a Lighthouse,—casting its
light before and behind (Rom. 3. 25).
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Selected Fragments.

I have not a balance to weigh the worth of
my Lord Jesus. Heaven, ten heavens would
not be the beam of a balance to weigh Him
in, Oh, if that fair One would take the mask
off His fair face that I might see Him. A
kiss from Him through His mask is half an
heaven. O! Day dawn! O time run fast! O
Bridegroom post fast, that we may meet. O
heaven cleave in two that that bright face and
head may set itself through the clouds.
—Rutherford. 1 John 3. 2; Psa. 17. 15.

Links of Love.

Meceting Together. Worship Matt, 18, 20.
Dwelling Together. Unity Psa. 133. 1.
Living Together. Testimony. Acts 2. 14.
Praising Together. Praise. Psa. 34. 3.
Caught up together. Glory 1 Thess. 4. 17,

The Christian in the World.—Matt. 5. 14.
Shine as the Sun with a Burning Light.
Shine as the Moon with a Borrowed Light.
Shine as the Stars with a Brilliant Light.
Shine as the Lamp with a Business Light.
Shine as the Candle with a useful Light.
Shine as the Glowworm with a Startling
Light,

So many are depending on our light. The
sinner in the Dark; the Saint in D‘anger; the
Worker in Difhculty; and the Pilgrim on his
pathway to glory. Let us Shine.

Faith.

“Faith is the hand of the soul; so it receives
Christ. Faith is the arm of the soul; so it
embraces Christ. Faith is the eye of the soul;
so it looks upon Christ. Faith is the mouth
of the soul; so it feeds on Christ. Faith is
the foot of the soul; so it comes to Christ.
Faith is the lips of the soul; so it kisses
Christ.

The Hands of Faith.

Faith hath two hands; with one it pulls off
its own righteousness, and throws it away, as
David did Saul’'s armour; with the other it
puts on Christ’s righteousness over the soul’s
shame, as that in which the soul alone dares
see God or be seen of Him.—One of the
Fathers. ’

Dominus Est.—(It is the Lord).

Whenever a cross in your path appears

A Cross of sorrow and suffering keen;
Studded with thorns, and gemmed with tears,

The blood drops coursing their way between,
O fly to meet it! O f{ly to grect it!

O clasp it close to your aching breast!
And cry aloud till the winds repcat it

Dominus Est; Dominus Est.

Into cach cup of life must fall
The bitter wine of contempt and blame,
The loathsome draught of dishonour’s gall,
The acrid malt of disgrace and shame,
O fly to drain it! O ne'er disdain it!
The bitter tonic is always best,

I The will and the love of the Lord ordained it,

Dominus Est; Dominus Est.

And if at the last you stand alone,
Stripped of honours, and goods, and friends,

The joy—the joys that were once your own,
Flitted away to the world's wide ends,

What matter treasures! What matter pleasures!
The naked cross is the Christian's test,

An infinite Love each tear drop measures,
Dominus Est; Dominus Est.

—

Worship!
It i§ not to hear a sermon,
We “are gathered” on His Dayl!
It is not to hear His Word read,
[Blest to hear what He doth say.]
Not to make “requests known” to Him,
‘Though He tells us to do this,
Not to pour out supplications,
[Which we'd never, never miss.}
Not to meet “His Own” and loved ones.
Kindred Ties! ‘“ His Saints, His Own!”
Though for no consideration,
Would we fellowship disown;
Not to get refreshment from Him,
Though the desert try us sore,
But to break our box of ointment
On His Blessed Feet to pour!
Yes, it is Himself! Him only!
We would worship and adore,
With the “Heart” that brings the perfume,
Unbound “heart” all brimming o’er.

Acts 2. 46.
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Treasure Hid in a Field.

*“Again the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure
hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he
hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he
hath, and buyeth that field,” Matt. 13, 44,

By late Miss ADA R. HABERSHON.

N ancient days thcre was a fertile field,

In which was planted every kind of tree
Which to the sight was pleasant to behold,
And good for food. A river and its streams
Did irrigate each glade, and nook, and dell—
It was a garden rather than a field;

And underneath its surface there was gold,
With precious stones decp hidden in the soil.

The Owner who had planned and made the
spot,
Entrusted it unto a tenant’s care,
That he might dress and keep it, and enjoy
The plenteous produce of that fruitful field.

How long he. lived within that paradise
We cannot tell. We only know he failed
To keep his charge, and sold his vested rights
Into the hands of one who long had been
The greatest enemy his Lord possessed.

And soon a change came o’er the fertile
scene.

The soil refused to bear its wonted fruit,
Brought forth, unblessed, a harmful, noisome
crop _

Of thorns and thistles, growing up instead

Of luscious vines, and weeds in place of wheat.

The rivers changed their course, and passing
by,

Poured out their waters now on other fields

Until the land became a parchéd waste.

For long years the property remained
In the usurpers hands, until at last,
The Son of Him to whom the field belonged,
Before He placed His worthless tenant there,
Bethought Him of the spot He once had loved,
And oft had visited in by-gone days.

He knew that ere the field had changéd
hands,
A treasure had been hidden neath the soil,
Which rightly to His Father still belonged,

And so He left His distant lordly Home,

And visited again the barren ficld

In humble guise, 2 poor way-faring man.

He knew it well and quickly found the place

Where once the treasure had been buried deep,

And oh! the joy He felt when soon He saw

That still it lay preserved through all those
_years. _

The gold was safe, each gem and jewel too;

He counted them, and found not one was lost

For none had passed into the alien’s hands!

But for a time the treasure must remain
Still buried neath the surface of the ficld.
And so He quickly hid it once again,

With joy to think that He had found I:Iis own.

The field was costly, but He straightway
sold
His vast possessions; He who once was rich
For joy thereof most gladly poor became,
To pay the price and to redeem the field,
Relinquished all, and sorrowed not but dcemed
The treasure worth the sacrifice He made.

And now the field is His, the title-deeds
His own by double right, and He but waits
The time when He can claim the purchased

land;
And in that day the wilderness again
Shall blossom as a rose and {ruitful be,
A watered garden fertile as before.
The treasure too will be no longer hid,
But will be taken to His Father's House,
To beautify the Palace of the King.

“And they shaltl all be Mine in that blest day,
When I shall reckon up My jewels rare.”
He thus has spoken—for that day He longs,
And none will shine more radiant in His

crown .

Than those for whom He paid so great a price,
And journeyed far and laboured hard to win,
His own peculiar treasure, hidden once,
But then displayed. before admiring throngs.

Exaltation,

The more a mran is humbled, so much the
more is he exalted; for, as in the case of
water, the more a man presses it downward,
the more be forces it vpward.—S. Chrysostom.
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Characteristics of Anti-Christ
in the Words of Scripture.

1. His Moral Characteristics are These.

Isaiah 14. 14—He shall say in his heart, I will
be like the Most High.

Dan. 8. 25—He shall stand up against the
Prince of princes.

Dan. 11. 36—He shall exalt himself above every
god.

2 Thess. 2. 4—He shall exalt himself “above
all that is called God.”

2 Thess. 2. 4—He shall show himself that he
is God.

1 John 2. 22—He shall deny both the Father
and the Son.

Rev. 13. 6—He shall open his mouth in blas-
phemy against God.

Rev. 17. 3—He shall be full of names of
blasphemy.

11. The Extent of his Power.

Isaiah 14. 16—He shall make the earth to
tremble, and shall shake kingdoms.

Isaiah 14. 17—He shall make the world as a
wilderness. .

Dan. 7. 25—Times and laws shall be given
into his hand. -

Dan. 8. 9—He shall wax exceeding great.

Dan. 8. 24—His power shall be mighty .... He
shall destroy wonderfully.

Dan. 11, 36—He shall do according to his will.

Dan. 11. 40—He shall enter into the countries

* and overflow.

Dan. 11. 42—He shall stretéh forth his hand
upon the countries.

2 Thess. 2. 9—His coming shall be with all
power.

Rev. 13. 7—Power shall bc given him over all
kindreds, and tongues, and nations.

Rev. 17. 13—The ten kings shall give their
strength and power unto- him.

II1I. His Power will be Supported by Miracles.

2 Thess. 2. 9—His coming shall be after the
working of Satan, with all power, and
signs, and lying wonders.

Rev. 13. 12—He that ministereth in his pre-
sence shall do great wonders, 50 that he

shall make fire come down from heaven
on the earth, in the sight of men, and
shall deceive them that dwell upon the
earth by means of these miracles which
he shall have power to do.

Rev. 13. 15—He shall have power to give life
unto the image of the beast, that the
image of the beast should speak, and cause
that as many as would not worship the
image of the beast should be killed.

IV. His Reception on the Earth,

Rev. 13. 8—All that dwell upon the earth shall
worship him whose names are not written
in the Lamb’s book of life.

Rev. 13. 15—Whosoever will not worship the
image of the beast shall be killed.

Rev. 17. 8—All whose names are not written
in the book of life shall wonder.

John 5. 43—1If another shall come in his own
name, him ye will receive.

V. The Place of his Manifestation in -
Blasphemy.

Isaiah 14. 13—He will sit on the mount of the
congregation, on the sides of the north,
Dan. 8. 11—He will take away the daily sacri-

fice. .
Dan. 11. 45—He will plant the tabernacles of
his palace on the glorious holy mountain.
2 Thess. 2. 4—He will sit in the temple of God.

VI. He is named—

Isaiah 14. 12— Lucifer,” as blasphemously
assuming Christ’s character of “the morn-
ing star.”

Isaiah 14. 4—“The King of Babylon.”

Isaiah 10. 5—“Asshur,” or “Assyria,” as being
king over that country.

Dan. 7. 20—“The Horn that has eyes,” as
denoting intelligence and strength,

Isaiah 30. 33—“THE KING,” for
Tophet is prepared.

Thesc are his principal names in the Old
Testament, where he is always referred to in
conncction with the Jews. In the New Testa-
ment he is called, in contrast to the holiness
which is the Church’s character, the Man -of
Sin, or the Wicked One. In Isaiah also he is
called the Wicked One—-“By the breath of his
lips He (the Lord) shall slay the Wicked

whom
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One.” Isaiah 11. (quoted in 2 Thess. 2.). In
John he is called “the Antichrist,” in his
special character of opposition to Christ. In
the Revelation he is called the Beast, as de-
noting his moral estimate in the sight of
Heaven.

VII. He will be destroyed by no mere
Human Agency.

Dan. 8. 25—He shall be broken without hand.

Isaiah 11. 4—The Lord with the breath of his
lips shall slay the wicked one.

2 Thess. 2. 8—The Lord shall consume him
with the breath of his lips, and with the
brightness of his coming.

Rev. 19. 15, 20—When He cometh forth who
shall tread the wine-press of wrath, the
Beast is taken, and cast alive into the lake
of fire.

The following connections may also be found
useful: )
1. Between Daniel, chap. 8 and Chap. 9.
8. 25—By peace he shall destroy many.
9. 27—He (the Prince that shall come) shall
confirm the covenant with many.
8. 11—He shall take away the daily sacrifice.
9. 27—He shall cause the sacrifice to cease.
8. 19—He shall prosper in the latter end of
the indignation.
9 27—..... till that determined is poured on
the desolator. ’

11. Between chap. 8 and chap. 11.
8 9—He waxes great towards the pleasant
land.
11. 41—He enters into the glorious land.
8. 17—At the time of the end shall be the

vision.

11. 40, 41—At the time of the end shall he
enter.

8 19, 24—He prospers in the last end of the
indignation.

1. 36—He shall prosper till the indignation
be accomplished.

Between chap. 7 and chap. 11.
7. 25—He shall speak great words against the
Most High.
11. 36—He shall speak marvellous
against the God of gods.

things

7. 25—He shall change times and laws.

11. 37, 38—He shall not regard the God of
his fathers, but honour another,

7. 22—He shall continue until the saints pos-
sess the kingdom.

11. 36—He shall prosper till the indignation
be accomplished.

SELECTED.

‘“ His Majesty. ”
(2 Peter 1. 16).
By H. STEEDMAN of Broxburn.

HESE. words strike the cords of rever-
ence and awe in our hearts. Im-
mediately, we think of greatness, glory and
power. At once subjection inspires us as
the Sovereign appears.

The Sovereign of the Universe veiled in
flesh, transfigured upon the holy Mount.
The Son of Man made glorious upon the
earth, and, by this momentary glory, judge
of the Eternal.

Here is an actual commentary upon pro-
phetic words. The prophetic word con-
firmed. Described in word—displayed in
demonstration.

Glory consummiate with Society. Mystic
marvellous Men,  Choice companions in
the Presence of their Transfigured Lord.
Lawgiver, Prophet and Apostles. Fore-
tellers, and Forth-tellers of the Coming, the
Passion and the Kingdom of the Son of
Man. Founders of the Theocracy, and,
Founders of the Church.

Behold, His Majesty in the Midst, “Jesus
only.” Oft, we have followed His holy
foot-prints from the Manger to the Wilder-
ness, from there to the Mount, and, from
the Mount to the Garden, and from there
to the Cross. Holy retrospection !

Here, on the Mount, we see glorification
amid humiliation. = The Elect heard the
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Voice of God the Father from the Excel-
lent Glory, declare the Divine Sonship of
Jesus, and His pleasure in Him.

Here, He receives “honour and glory”
whilst conference is being held concerning
His ‘“decease,” which, He was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem.

It can be said of this One, “Thy Gentle-
ness has made Me Great” (2 Sam. 22. 36).
True Gentleness! True Greatness! No
one Gentler. No one Greater.

In His gentleness, children find Him
most accessible.

In His August Greatness, potentates
abdicate their thrones, surrender their
crowns and sceptres.  They bow before
Him “whose right it is to reign.” They
proclaim Him worthy. “The Lion of the
tribe of Judah.” Divine Despot! Majestic
Monarch! Perfect Man! “My Lord and
my God!” Behold His matchless Majesty.
Majestic meekness. Measureless Might.
“The Only Potentate.”

In His Presence, the meekness of Moses
melts into nothingness. In His Presence,
the glory of Solomon is totally eclipsed.
Now we see no man save, “Jesus Only.”
The Son of Man is effulgent.

Marvellous Magnificence beggaring de-
stription. The Son of the Bosom, the Babe
of the Manger is the Monarch on the
Mount. The Son of Man coming in His
Kingdom.

In Matt. 4. 8 this One is seen being
tempted by the Devil on an exceeding high
mountain. There He is shewn, all the
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of
them. These were to be His, all for one
act of worship—"“fall down and worship
me” said the Tempter. His Majesty re-
plied, “Get thee hence, Satan.” The Devil
departed—he did. “Where the word of a
King is, there is power. ’

In Matt. 5.; 6.; 7., Christ is again on a
mountain. His Princes are present. His
Majesty now delivers His Manifesto.

Grace is poured into His lips. The Wis-
dom and the Power of God speaks. Beati-
tude behind Beatitude is pronounced on the
poor, the meek, the mourner and the merci-
ful, the persecuted, the pure in heart and
the peace-makers. Blessings abound. No
curse is heard. The Speaker is the Son,
the Prince of Peace. Magnificent Mani-
festo!

In Matt. 17. this wonderful King is trans-
figured and His Sonship borne witness to
from the Excellent Glory, in the presence
of His Elite. What a Sight!

In Matt. 28. He says, “All authority is
given unto Me in Heaven and on Earth.”
These words were uttered on a mountain
(v. 16). Thereupon, the King commission-
ed His Apostles. His last words in Mat-
thew are these : “Lo, I am with you alway
—all the days—even unto the completion
of the age.” Ceaseless Companionship.

Notwithstanding His Majesty, His Aut-
hority and His Supremacy, the daring sons
of men “despise dominion, and speak evil
of dignities.” Foolish effrontery! Its “de-
struction slumbereth not.” Doom awaits
all such. Then shall the democrats of earth
bow to the Sceptre of the All-Ruler—]Je-
hovah-Jesus.

Behold Him! He passes through the
Everlasting Gates, through the Everlasting
Doors. Who is this King of Glory? Je-
hovah of Hosts, He is the King of Glory.
Jesus Only! “King of kings and Lord of
lords.”

Look, ye saints, the Sight is glorious,

See the “Man of Sorrow” now,

From the Fight return victorious:

Every knee to Him shall bow.

Crown Him! Crown Him!!
Crowns become the Victor’s brow.
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Notes on the Apocalypse.
THE BREAKING OF THE SEALS.
Rev. 6. Part 14. By WM. HosTg, B.A.

HIS chapter inaugurates God’s main
purpose in the Apocalyptic period,
the claiming of the inheritance. Accord-
ingly as the Lamb breaks the seals of the
title deeds there is a putting forth of power
with this end in view. Judgment not essen-
tially miraculous at first, but providential,
is inflicted. In this, God’s strange. work,
are associated the four living beings, and
fitly so, for they are the vindicators of the
claims of His throne. As each of the first
four seals is broken, a various manifesta-
tion, and growing in intensity, is invoked
by a living creature. Come ! they cry to each
horseman in turn. No doubt Satan will be
working out his nefarious schemes, and
will exhibit his mighty powers in unusual
ways, but only within the limit of God’s
permission.

Many guesses have been hazarded as to
the signification of the four riders. Some
have seen in them the four great Gentile
powers, but why these should come in here
is not clear seeing three at least have al-
ready passed away.

Some think they mean four phases of
belief or misbelief in the Christian era,
primitive  Christianity. = Mahomedanism,
Romanism and Infidelity. This may serve
as a warning as to how far unbridled im-
agination may lead even Christian exposi-
tors. Some identify the rider on the white
horse, with that other rider of chap. 19,
Who is undoubtedly our Lord, for He
is called “the Word of God.” 1 think a
comparison of the two shews they are en-
tirely different : for one thing, that One will
be crowned with many diadems, or royal

crowris; this one wears a victor’s crown or
stephanos; that One will be succeeded by
no other, this one by three other riders,
the first of whom represents, what is so
often the aftermath of war—red revolu-
tion as lately in Russia, Turkey, China, to
be succeeded by a third providential visita-
tion—famine, as is seen at the present time
in Russia and China, to refer once more
to these unhappy countries. The ordinary
laws of supply and demand are forcibly
interfered with and what can result but
famine? Without attempting to interpret
every detail, it may suffice to say, that the
ordinary price of a measure or choenix,—
the daily allowance of a slave,—would have
been about 4th of a day’s wage, “a penny.”
Here prices have octupled. But while
there is this scarcity in the cereals, mercy
provides that the supplies of oil and wine
be not yet affected. This would be reserved
for the 4th seal, in which God lets loose
His four sore judgments: “the sword and
the famine and the noisome beast and the
pestilence” (see Ezekiel 14. 21), involving
unprecedented mortality over a quarter of
the globe. 1 suggest that these riders rep-
resent great movements on the earth, led,
no doubt, by men energized by Satan, ac-
complishing, without dreaming of it, the
purposes of God. The fifth seal introduces
an entirely new scene, no longer on the
earth, but in heaven. The seer beholds
“under the altar the souls of them that were
slain for the word of God and for the
testimony which they held.” There is a
striking parallel between this chapter and
Matt. 24. The first four seals seem in-
cluded in verses 6 and 7, “And ye shall
hear of wars and rumours of wars....

nation shall rise against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom, and there shall be
famines and pestilences and earthquakes in
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diver places. All those are the beginning
of sorrows.”  The fifth seal represents
what follows the persecutions of the faith-
ful remnant. It has long been recognised
by those who rightly divide the word of
truth, especially dispensational truth, that
to introduce the church into Matt. 24. and
to take the coming of the Son ofMan as the
equivalent of the return of Christ for His
church (e.g., as in 1 Thess. 4.), is to con-
found things that differ. This latter was a
mystery only revealed later through Paul,
whereas the other is an important subject
of Old Testament prophecy. The whole
setting of Matthew 24. is Jewish ; the gospel
of the Kingdom is being preached (v. 14),
the temple is rebuilt, for there is “a Holy
place” (v. 15), the earthly people of Israel
are in view (v. 15; and Dan. 9. 24); the
centre of things is Judeea (v. 16). The
prayer of these souls under the altar, shews
they arc not Christian, and corresponds
more with what are known as the “Impre-
catory Psalms,” that certain ecclesiastics are
so troubled about. One whom they reverence,
Augustine of Hippo, recognised the import-
ance of dispensational truth, and might teach
them a lesson. “Distinguish the dispensa-
tions,” he used to say, “and the Scriptures
will agree.” God will not deal with rebels
for ever in grace. How else could God
judge the world? These are evidently the
disembodied souls of martyred Jewish wit-
nesses- for God. They will cry for ven-
. geance on their persecutors—the earth-
dwellers, a sinister expression not merely
meaning persons living on the earth, but
only earthly. Their judgment lingereth, but
will soon fall
(who, be it noted, are not at all in the un-
conscious sleep the annihilationists pretend)
rest for a little and already enjoy the white
robes which God gives them as a present

Meantime let these souls !

|

recognition, awaiting their full indication,
when the martyrdom of their brethren is
complete.

With the opening of the 6th seal the
character of the judgments intensifies.
There does not seem sufficient reason to
attempt to “spiritualize” these happenings.
Signs in the heavens are again and again
associated with the last days, when “the
powers of heaven shall be shaken.” To
quote from one prophet only, Joel; in chap.
2. 11, we read “The earth shall quake be-
fore them....the sun and the moon shall
be dark.” In v. 30, “ The sun shall be
turned into darkness and the moon into
blood, before the great and terrible day of the
Lord come”; in chap. 3. 15, “The sun and
the moon shall be darkened and the stars
shall withdraw their shining.” See also
Isa. 13. 10, 13; 24. 23. Amos 8§, 9, etc.
The last days shall be characterised by such
portents from their beginning to their end.
What distinguishes the scene in chap. 17,
from other similar évents later on, is that
here there is general alarm; God is speak-
ing and men know it, and fear before Him,
whereas later they become hardened in their
rebellion and nothing moves them.

Question Re Apocalyptic Papers.

Dear Mr. Hoste:

I have read with interest your notes on
Rev. 5. in this month’s “Belicver’s Magazine,”
and wonder if you could give further help as
to the latter part of the chapter—Verse 8
would appear to indicate that the whole of
what follows is consequent upon, and im-
mediately subsequent to, the Lamb taking the
book. But verse 13, as you point out, speaks
of praise from “every creature,” not only in
heaven but on the earth and under the earth,
etc., although (if this takes place just sub-
sequent to the taking of the book) wickedness
still abounds and the “seals” and “vials” have
vet to be fulfilled. I do not understand quite
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how this can be if, as appears clear, we have
in this chapter a vision of what takes place
immediately upon the Lamb taking the book.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
H. M. MESSENGER.

The answer to this question illustrates the
fulness of Scripture; its depth cannot be ex-
hausted. This is ceen again and again in
prophecies; they have a fulfilment and a “fil-
fullment.” Thus the prophecy of Joel had a
partial fulfilment at Pentecost, and will have
a complete fulfilment in the latter days of
Israel’'s renewed testimony. It may be noted
in Rev. 5. that it is only the Living Beings and
the Elders who specially ascribe the Lamb's
worthiness to open the book; the angels
go further and speak of His worthiness “to
receive pawer and rtiches and wisdam and
strength and honour and glory and blessing.”
The universal ascription of praise that fol-
lows goes further still. It could not be true,’
as the questioner. remarks at the moment
of opening the book, for wickedness is then
rampant on the earth. As is pointed out in
the “Notes,” it would hardly be true even in
the millennium, that “every creature” ascribe
glory to God and the Lamb, for sin will still
be in the earth and many will only “yield
feigned obedience.” Rather it looks forward
to the scene of complete triumph at the closc
of the millennium, after the final rebellion,
when Christ will have put down all His
enemies and restored the Kingdom of God
shorn of every “evil concurrent,” and in en-
hanced glory. Then will “All creation join in
one to bless His sacred Name,” and that “for-
ever and forever.” W. H.

The Word wa‘s not “made” flesh,—but “be-
came” flesh.

Though it is ninetcen hundred years since
our Master, Christ, trod the earth as a visible
Presence, yet He is more to the world to-day,
and nearer to each separate soul in it, than
ever He was to the men and women who
touched garments with Him when He walked
the fields of Palestine....Then they had to~
£o to Him, now He comes to us, and is with
us always and in every place.

The Fciae;;ts of 7ihe Lord.r

By Harorp St. JoHN,
THE WAVE FEAST.—(Concluded).

The teaching of the feast of the wave
sheaf offers us .a definite type of the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus : this is the
explicit statement of 1 Cor. xv. 20 and 23,

In it we are called to think of our
Saviour as the corn of wheat falling into
the ground and dving : after abiding for
three days in the darkness He rises
triumphantly , from the dead, having
accomplished the glorious work of* vin-
dicating God and securing the eternal
welfare of the sons of God. His life of
sorrows has ripened into the full ear of
bliss, and He now stands in the bright
sunshine of heaven’s bliss.

Then further, we have a foreshadow of
our own resurrection, ““ Christ the first-
fruits and afterward they that are Christs
at His Coming.”

For more than a millenium the current
faith of the Church was that there would
be one general resurrection, but thanks to
God and the giants of the last century
who quarried out clearer truth, we now
know that there will be stages by which
death will be forced to surrender its grasp.

Our Lord gives a hint of this when,
after His Transfiguration, He charged His
three disciples to tell no man what they
had seen till the Son of Man were risen
“from among the dead” (ek nekron).
What awakened the wonder of the chosen

three was not the familiar {fact of His
rising from the dead, but *“ they questioned
one with another what . . . from
among the dead "’ could mean.

The procession of resurrection is referred
to by at least three names, ‘ the re-
surrection of life” . . . “of death”

. and the * out-resurrection from
among the dead ” (see John v. 29 and
Phil. iii. 11).
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The stages seem to be marked as
follows :—

(@) Christ rising (1 Cor. xv. 20)—the

first * firstfruits.”

(b) The dead in Christ (1 Thes. iv. 13-18)
immediately followed by the
Rapture of believers living at the
moment of His descent into the air.

(¢) Those who have been harvested
for Christ after the rapture of the
saints of past ages. These are
grouped in at lcast three com-
panies.

1. A great multitude
Gentile world.

2. A sealed throng of 144,000 from
Israel.

3. Those martyred because they will
not receive the mark of the Beast
upon their forehead and hand
(see Rev. vii. 9-15, xiv. 1,-4 xx. 4).

Then also our feasts gives us an in-
teresting hint that the Lord’s Day was in
the mind of God as far back as the days
of Moses.

There is an obscure modern sect which
teaches that Christains should observe
the Jewish Sabbath, and which affirms
that all who delight themselves in the
in the first day of the week are ‘ wor-
shippers of the Beast.” We are gravely
informed by the teachers of this move-
‘ment that the mystic number 666 is
stamped invisibly upon our hands. Y

This is not the to examine suchextra-
vagances, but it may not be amiss to
point that there are eight occasions in
the New Testament in which events of
deepest interest are connected with the
the Lord’s Day :—

1. Mary anointed the Lord’s feet on a
Sunday (six days before Saturday
brings us to a first day, John xii. 1).

2. The Lord Jesus rose from the dead
on that day.

8. On that day He shewed His hands
and His side to His own (John
xx. 20).

from the

4. LKight days after He revealed Him-
self to Thomas (John xx. 26).

5. The day of Pentecost fell upon a
Sunday on that year (Lev. xxili.
15-16).

6. The disciples came together to break
bread (Acts xx. 7).

7. The collection for poor saints was
fixed for that day.

8. John received his vision in Patmos
on a Sunday (Rev. i. 10).

On the other hand, the only mention
of the Jewish Sabbath in all the twenty-
one epistles is found in Col. ii. 16 and this
offers cold encouragement to our Sabbath-
keeping friends.

The Story of the English Bible
XXI1II. By J.-L ERCK, of Tooting.

DETAILED comparison between the

Authorised and the Revised Versions
would be outside our scope. Morcover, such
a comiparison, cspecially so far as the details
of translation are concerned, could be effect-
ively made only by one who had a deep know-
ledge of the Hebrew and Greek languages,
and who was, besides, acquainted with the
various ancient manuscripts, and capable of
judging as to their comparative values, We
may, however, venture with difidence on a
few brief remarks, from the point of view of
the ordinary English reader.

One of the most striking advantages of
the Revised Version, which would be observed
by anyone on first turning over its leaves, is
the arrangement of the text. The arbitrary
splitting up into chapters and verses, which
often tends to render it less ecasy to grasp
the gencral meaning of a passage, is replaced
by divisions into paragraphs, while, in order
not to interfere with the convenience of ref-
erence, chapter and verse numbers are retain-
ed in narrow margins. Poetic passages are
distinguished by special arrangement which
helps to reveal their beauties more clearly.
The assistance given to the reader by the
division of the text into paragraphs in-
stead of into verses may be instanced, among
many other examples, by the grouping of the
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six “Woes” in Isaiah 5, and by the arrange-
ment of the Epistles to the Seven Churches
in Rev. 2. and 3.

As regards the actual wording of the two
versions, there always has been, and possibly
always will be strong divergence of opinion.
Many competent judges consider that the Re-
visers failed to observe the instruction that
“as few alterations as possible” should be in-
troduced, and conscquently, that many un-
neccssary changes have been made in well-
known passages. It is probable that, in niost
cases, these changes bring the text into a
more exact and literal agrecement with the
ancicnt authorities, but, after all, grammar is
not everything, and the majestic wording of
the older version may, in some passages, be
preferred to the more rigidly accurate render-
ing of the newer. .

On the other hand, in a large number of in-
stances, the Revised Version has made obscure
passages clear, and thrown a ncw light on
doubtful mecanings, more particularly in the
prophetical books of the Old Testament., A
very few examples may suffice to illustrate
this, out of a large collection that might be
given,

In the splendid prophetic description of the
Chaldean invasion in Habakkuk 1., verse 11
is thus rendered-in the Authorised Version:

Then shall his mind change, and he shall pass over
and offend, imputing this his power unto his
god.

This is so obscure as to be well-nigh un-
intelligible. Compare it with the vivid picture
of the dreaded Chaldean appearing in the Re-
vised Version,

Then shall he sweep by as a wind, and shall pags
over, and be guilty, even he whose might is
his god.

Again, in Isaiah 9. 3, the Authorised Version
reads

Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased
the joy; they joy before thee accordin to the
joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they
divide the spoil.

The phrase “and not increased the joy”
appears inconsistent with the rest of the verse,
and the inconsistcncy becomes more apparent
when the context is read. The Revised Ver-
sion gives the natural rendering:

Thou hast multiplied the nation, thou hast increased
their joy. -
In the Authorised Version, in Psalm 49. 5,
the Psalmist is made to say
Wherefore should 1 fear in the days of evil, when

the iniquity of my heels shall compass me
about?

This clearly implics that the iniquity is that
of the DP’salmist himsclf. It seems niore than
improbable that he should speak thus of his
own sins, and the Revised appears far more
arpropriate:

Wherefore should 1 fear in the days of evil,
When iniquity at my heels compasseth me about?

Tn Judges 15. 19, we read .

' But God clave an hollow place that was in the jaw,
and there caine water thereout.

The much more natural and reasonable in-
terpretation that the hollow place was in some
cliff in the ncighbourhood, appears in the Re-
vised Version:

But God clave the hollow place that is in Lehi, and
there came water thereout.

Sometimes a very slight alteration, involv
ing only a shade of difference in the nicaning,
will throw another light on a sentcnce, as
when, in the account of our Lord’s interview
with the woman of Samaria, we read in the
Revised Version that His disciples marvelled
that He was talking “with a woman.” Their
surprise was not that He should be speaking
to this particular woman, but that He should
converse with any woman at all.

One more example may be given from the
New Testament. In the account of the ship-
wreck in Acts 27, we read in the Authorised
Version, in verse 40:

And when they had taken up the anchors, they com-
mitted themselves unto the sea, and loosed the

rudder bands, and hoised up the mainsail to the
wind, and made toward shore.

The statement that they took up the anchor
and committed themselves unto the sea is
much less probable in itself, and less suitable
to the context, than the account in the Re-
vised Version:

And casting off the anchors, they left them in the
sea, at the same time loosing the bands of the

rudders, and hoisting up the foresail to the
wind, they made for the beach.
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of the Lord instituting baptism is in Matthew
28., or Mark 16. Ii these are taken from us,
we are shut up to some supposed occasion
when the Lord gave some other directions,
of which we have no shadow of a record.
Certainly every baptism in the Acts was car-
ried out “in His name,” This phrase (en
té onomati), (quite distinct be it noted from
that used in Acts 8 16 and 19. 5, but which
the questioner and his friends seem to con-
fuse with it) occurs only twice, that is in Acts
2. 38 and 10. 48. If one of these phrases re-
placed the usual formula, which is it? or were
there two new formulae given? (2) The
second point is the confession of faith
of the believer. If the servants of the
Lord are responsible to baptize believers,
the believers are equally responsible to be
baptized. (This we have in Mark 16. 16).
For that they must confess their faith in
Christ. This is embqdied in the phrase re-
ferred to above as occuring in Acts 8. 16 of
the Samaritans and 19. 8 of the Ephesian dis-
ciples. This is “into the Name (eis t6 onoma)
of the Lord Jesus,” the Person into whose

name the candidate desired to be baptized. |

This was specially important in the two cases
referred to, because the Samaritans had been
cut off from Israel and the Ephesian disciples
had been wrongly baptized “unto John’s bap-
tism.” That the apostle Paul did use the
formula of Matt. 28. may, I think, be fairly
deduced ifrom the passage. When he learnt
that these disciples had not even heard that
the Holy Ghost had been given, he asked at
once, into what then were ye baptized? He
knew at once they could not have received
the right kind of baptism “into the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost,” for that would have informed them
that the Spirit was revealed. No other form
proposed as a substitute for that of Matt. 28.
would have told them anythihg about it. Into
this aspect.of baptism very suitably fits the
teaching of Rom. 6., by which the believer
learns that at his baptism he was identified
with Christ in His death, burial and resurrec-
tion. (3) The third point is the object of the
act of baptism. This is not in contrast
or opposition to the other two phrases,-but in
harmony—“Into the name of the Father and

of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” The
neophyte enters by faith into all that the
Truine Name contains and implies. These
three points have been for years emphasied by
the writer in the act of baptizing, “In the
name of the Lord Jesus and on your confes-
sion of faith in Him, I baptize you into the
Name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost.” The idea that Paul intended
in any way to set aside baptism, in saying that
“he thanked God he had only baptized a few
of them” is certainly a mistake. He only
meant he was glad he had not performed the
manual act, “lest they should say he baptized
in his own name.” As a historical fact he was
in the habit of having all converts baptized
on confession of faith (see Acts 16. 15, 33; 18.
8).

Question D.—“1Is the -Holy Spirit always
spelt with the capital letter S, if so, what is
the spirit of God mentioned in 1 Cor. 2. 12,
seeing this is spelt with the small letter”?

Answer D.—The Great Uncial Manuscript of
the New Testament known as Aleph (Sinai-
ticus, in Petrograd) A, (Alexandrinus, at the
British Library), B (Vaticanus, in Rome), C
¢Ephremi in Paris), D (Bezce, at Cambridge),
and are written in uniform capital letters, so
that the question whether “the Holy Spirit” is
meant or simply “spirit,” must be settled on
grounds of sense, context, interpretation, etc.
As for the verse referred to in 1 Cor. 2. 11, “the
spirit of man” is spelt in my bible (Oxford
Edition), with a small s, and “the Spirit of
God” with a capital, which is clearly correct
in both cases. Of course, wherever “the Spirit
of God,” “the Holy Spirit,” etc.,, occur it is
the Third Person of the Holy Trinity, to which
reference is made and a capital must neces-
sarily be used.

Sincerity,

Thou must be true to thyself,
If thou the truth must teach;
The soul must overflow, if thou

Another soul must reach;
It needs the overflow of heart,
To give the mouth full speech.
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Made up, January 24th.

SCOTLAND.

FORTHCOMING. — Annual Conference,
Baltic Hall, Glasgow, 2nd February. Speakers
—Messrs Grant, E. Rankin, Bebbington and
Miller.  Kilmarnock, Co-operative Hall, 2nd
February, Messrs. Thomson, Coutts, Greenlaw
and Soutter. Kirkcaldy, Gospel Hall, Central
Chambers, 2nd Feb., 3.30. Messrs Rait, Steel &
Roberts. Leith, Junction Road U.F. Church
Hall. Conference in East Park Hall, Glasgow,
9th February at 3.30 p.m. Greenock, 3.30 p.m.
Caledonia Hail, 9th February. Messrs. Barrie,
Steel, Whitelaw and Thomson. Glasgow and
District Quarterly Visiting Meeting of Sunday
School Teachers and friends in Hebron Hall,
Wilton Street, off Maryhill Road, Glasgow,
Saturday, 16th February, 5 p.m. Speakers,
Messrs G. H. Milln, W. Farmer and James
Milne. Ayrshire- Missionary Conference, Heb-
ron Hall, Glengarnock, 16th February, 3-p.m.
Opening Address, Mr. Wm. Cochrane. Re-
ports, Jas. M‘Phee, Central Africa; Alexander
Soutter, India; and others. Annual Confer-
ence Shiloh Hall, Shettleston, 16th February,
4 p.m. Speakers expected, Messrs. W. G.
Grant, W. D. Whitelaw, John Miller, and
Gavin  Currie, Troon, Bethany Hall,
Wednesday, 20th February, 6 p.m. with
tea. Sunday School Teachers. Messrs. Bor-
land, Rollie and Bowman. Each district should
advise Mr. Orr, 121 Templehill, Troon, num-
ber likely to be present. Larkhall, Hebron
Hall, for Young Men and Women, Saturday,
23rd February, 3.45 p.m. Messrs. John Ritchie,
Jr., John Gray and E. W. Greenlaw. Both-
well Haugh. Annual Conference, 2nd March
at 3.30 p.m. Speakers John Miller, Gavin,
Currie and others. Alexandria, Y. M.C.A. Hall,
Bridge Street, March 2nd, 3 p.m. Messrs
Richardson, Borland and Whitelaw.  Green-

bank Hall, Pollokshaws, Glasgow, 2nd March,
3.30 to 8 p.m. Speakers, Messrs. Dalrymple,
Thomson, Whitelaw and Bebbington. Hali-
Yearly Conference of Sunday School Teachers
and Bible Class Workers in Wellcroft Halls,
Margaret Street, Glasgow, Saturday, 23rd
March, 4 p.m. Speakers W. F. Naismith, W.
D. Whitelaw and J. Hawthorn. Conference in
Bethany Hall, High Blantyre, 9th March. A
Bible Reading is held on last Friday of each
month for the welfare of the Jews in “Eben-
ezer,” 38 Berelands Road, Prestwick.

REPORTS.—Conference on last day of 1928
at Dalry brought many together, brethren in
particular, and proved to be a time of much
blessing. Messrs. Moneypenny, Milne, Dr.
Heron and Coutts gave much appreciated help.
Motherwell, New Year’s Day. Well attended.
Hall filled, many young people present. Min-
istry by Mr. Shaw, “The Vail shall be taken
away.” Dr. Heron, “The Repairing of the
Gates.” Mr. Borland, “The Revelation of
Jesus Christ.” Mr. Thomson, “God Making
much of Little.” Profitable Meeting. Hamilton.
About 900 present New Year’s Day. Helpful
and profitable ministry by Messrs. Alexander,
Boulton M‘Murdo, M‘Donald and Douglas.
Ayr. New Year’s Day in Town Hall, large
gathering, profitable ministry by Messrs
Ritchie, Jr., M‘Alpine, E. Rankin and J. M.
Shaw. Kilmarnock. Grand Hall comfortably
filled. One of the largest Conferences yet
held. Edifying and helpful ministry by W.
Rodgers, J. Moneypenny, J. Charleton Steen,
E. T. Tarrant and Dr. Wm. Heron. Kirkcaldy
—Larger Conference on New Year’s Day than
ever before. About 700 present. Helpful and
refreshing ministry from Messrs. Hagen, Steel,
Chilcott, Calderhead and Steedman. Kilbirnie.
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Conference on 2nd January was well attended.
Helpful ministry by Dr. Heron, Messrs. Mac-
donald, Coutts and Brown. Auchinleck same
day. Good turnout. Ministry very helpful,
Messrs. Grant, Mcneely, McAlonan and Feely
giving help. Prestwick, larger than ever.
Town Hall well filled. Messrs. Thomson, Bor-
land, Shaw and Stephen ministered. Glasgow.
City Halls. ILarge gathering. Ministry prac-
tical and helpful. Messrs. Steen, St. John,
McAlonan, Steedman, Douglas and Tarrant
all taking part. Boness. One of the largest
yet held, 350 present. Most able and helpful
ministry by Messrs. Fereday, Hagen, Money-
penny and Alexander. W. W. Fereday fol-
lowed with special addresses to large gather-
ing. Ministry most profitable and encourag-
ing. Aberdeen. New Year Meectings extra
well attended. Ministry of a high standard,
practical and helpful. Speakers, Messrs. St.
John, Scammell, Dawson, Goodman, M‘Kenzie,
Miller, Watt and Soutter. Dumfries. New
Year Conference. About 100 present. Messrs.
Campbell, Brown, Hawthorn and Richardson
giving help. Larkhall-Hebron Hall, large
gathering.  Helpful ministry from Messrs.
Shaw, Stephen, Hagen and Whitelaw. New-
milns. Good gathering in Co-operative Hall.
Helpful ministry by Messrs. Shaw, Stephen,
Gray and Richardson. Conferences in New-
ton-Stewart and Stranraer, although smaller
than in other parts, were very helpful and
brought many together from considerable dis-
tances. Appreciated help given by Messrs.
Kennedy, Campbell, Glancy, Linton and For-
bes. Rutherglen Assembly opened their New
Hall with a Conference on 5th January. Hall
packed. Good and helpful ministry by J. G.
Wilson, H. Steedman, J. Miller and J. Gray.
Large company at Conference Peterhead, 5th
January. Messrs. Scammell, Moneypenny,
Brown, Grant, Soutter, M‘Kenzie-Miller, and
Watt ministered the Word. R. Scammell had
Gospel meetings January 6th to 18th, in
Helensburgh, Several decisions. J. C. Steen
gave special addresses in Temperance Hall,
Kilmarnock, on “God’s Plan of the Ages,” to
goodly numbers, going on to James St. Hall,
Ayr, and later to Irvine and Newmains.
James Calderhead had good meetings in Low-
valleyfield and Dunfermline,

ENGLAND AND WALES.

FORTHCOMING.—Conference in Preston,
2nd February, Wycliffe Memorial Church, 3.30.
Speakers, John Gray, P. Beard and G. Ains-
worth. Ashton in Makerfield, Park Hall,
February 2nd, 3 and 6 p.m. W. and H. Steed-
man commence Special Meetings in Nelson
(Lancashire), February. Annual Meetings,
Nottingham, Clumber Hall, High Cross Street,
16th February, 3.15 and 6.15 p.m. Messrs.
Ainsworth and Inglis expected. Tyneside
District Open-Air Worker’s Conference, in
Bethany Hall, Park Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne,
9th February, 3 and 6 p.m. Messrs. H. T.
King and E. P. Luce expected. (Note change
from 16th to 9th February). Stockton, Heb-
ron Hall, 9th February, 2.30. Dr, Bishop, E.
W. Rogers and D. Ward expected. Waltham-
stow, Higham Hill Hall, 31st Annual Gather-
ing, 9th February, 4 p.m. Torquay, New Town
Hall, February, 10th to 13th. Speakers,
Messrs, Dawson, M. Goodman, Shaw, Stephen,
St. John and Watson. East Ham Assembly
Hall, E.6. Annual Missionary Gatherings and
Farewell Meeting, 23rd February, 3.45 and 6
p.m. Messrs. Burrow, Spargo, Hearn and Van-
stone expected. Annual Conference in
Bloomsbury Chapel, London, 1st and 2nd
March. S.S. Workers’ Conference, Hebron
Hall, Bolton, 9th March, Messrs. Lewis and
Dawson expected. Mr. Dawson hopes to fol-
low on with special meetings. 7th Annual
Conference, Public Hall, Solihull, Birmingham,
2nd March, 3.30 and 6 p.m. Speakers, A. Fin-
gland Jack, M.A., and Dr. Lindsay. Half-
Yearly Meetings, Civic Hall, Queen Strect,
Exeter, Wednesday, 13th March, 11 a.m., 2.30
and 6 p.m. Littlehampton, Sunday School
Workers, Bellgrave House, F. A. Glover and
W. J. Richards expected. Monthly Conference,
16th February, in College Hall, Burchell Road,
Peckham, S.E, 4.15 and 6 p.m. Subject, “The
Weapons of our Warfare,” in type. Shadow
and Substance. To be opened by Mr. Ernest
H. Grant and followed by other brethren as
guided. John Gilfillan hopes to have special
meetings in London, Redington and Suffolk
during February. Slavanka Conference,
Bournemouth, May 28th, 29th and 30th.
Speakers expected, Dr. Bishop, Messrs. W. E.
Vine, J. B. Watson and J. C. Steen.
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REPORTS. — New Year Conference, Car-
lisle, large numbers gathered. Profitable min-
istry by Wm. Gilmore, J. B. Watson and Dr.
Jones. Mr. Gilmore followed up with special
addresses for a few nights. Mr. H. E. Waddi-
love has had encouraging meetings following
tent season at Cole Green. Andrew Douglas
had fortnight’s meetings at Rawcliffe Bridge
end of December with great blessing, The
Brothers Steedman have visited Merthyr,
Llanelly, Cardiff, Newport and Rumney.
Saints helped. Sinners saved. G. Hamilton
had seven weeks at Rock Ferry. Some have
professed salvation and restoration. A few
were baptised. Much blessing is attending
the Preached Word, also the exposition of the
Gospel by John at Gospel Hall, Juno Street,
Liverpool “The Doctrine” will be the sub-
ject for the Tuesday evening Bible Study in
near future. Tom Baird has improved so-far
as to be giving help in smaller meetings in
Exmouth, East Budleigh, Salterton and Wood-
bury. Manchester Conference gatherings
were very large and refreshing. Interesting
and helpful ministry by W. E. Vine, J. Miller,
G. MacDonald, Mr. Bray and Mr. Nightingale.
Nottingham. Conference in Clumber Hall,
26th and 27th December was a time of real
spiritual uplife. -Messrs. Broadbent, Hoste,
J. M. Shaw and J. Stephen ministered the
word in power to good numbers.

IRELAND.

Joseph Glancy in Adam St. Hall, Belfast.
People coming out very well. J. Spence of
Motherwell has had special meetings in Cen-
tral Hall, Bangor. Attendances increased
nightly and meetings were interesting and
profitable. Messrs., Wright and Beattie had
meetings in Matchet St. Hall, Belfast, Camp-
bell and Diack at Gortade Upperlands. Cur-
ran and Murphy at Granshaw. Bertie Stewart
had encouragement at Killygordon. S. Gilpin
at Carrickfergus. Stevenson and Whitten had
goodly companies at Drumenagh, now at
Aughrim. Mr. Hutchinson labouring near
Newton Stewart, and Mr. Bailie at Portrush.
Mr. Knox has been to Roslyn St. ITall where
there has been some blessing. Now at Mourne
St. Hall. J. Stewart saw blessing in souls
being saved at Ballyhoy. Messrs Craig and
Finegan labouring together at Fintona. Be-

lievers’ Meetings at Newtonards, large and
helpful, Messrs. Dawson, Lyttle and others
giving help. Large and good meetings at
Derry. Messrs. Megaw, Wright, Bailie,
Creighton, Rodgers and others gave help.
Cookstown. Meetings were large. Ministry by
Messrs, Diack, Rogers, Creighton, Campbell,
Stewart and Moneypenny much enjoyed. Be-
lievers’ Meetings at Aughrim helpful and good,
Messrs. Moneypenny, Stewart, Stevenston,
Whitten and Kells giving appreciated help.
Fairly large gathering at Quilly, Messrs.
McCracken, Lyttle, Hawthorn, Stewart and
Kells ministered the Word.  Kellykergan,
meetings were large and profitable, * Messrs.
Whitten, McCracken, McKelvey, Stewart,
Stevenson and Lyttle gave help. Mr. Lyttle
follows on with some special meetings. Messrs
McCracken and McKelvey gave help near
Pointypass. Mr. McMullen gave help at
Derriaghey. Messrs. Stewart and Kells had
good times at Portavogie.

ADDRESSES.

Paris Assembly now meet at 10 Rue Baudin
(metro Poissonnieve 10 a.m.). Correspond-
ence for So. Manchester, Conn., U.S.A, to
Wm. McBride, 15 Westminster Road, So.
Manchester, Conn., U.S.A. A number of be-
lievers now meet in Central Park just out-
side of Vancouver, B.C,, in Park Hall, Corner
of Inman Avenue and Kingsway Central Park.
Correspondent James Cochrane, 249 Chatham
Street, Vancouver, B.C. Assembly meeting at
Manresa Hall, Chelsea, S.W.3. for the past
40 years have now removed to Queen’s Gate
Hall, Harrington Road, South Kensington (49
Bus passes the door). Correspondence for
Hebron Hall, Carlisle, should now be sent to
Mr. J. T. Crawford, Carelcroft, Empire Road,
Carlisle. Alex. Philip formerly of 11 Holly-
bank Place, Aberdeen, now 390 Hilton Drive,
Woodside, Aberdeen. Believers formerly
meeting in Archibald’s Hall, Crossgates, now
meet in their own New Hall “Ebenezer,” Dun-
fermline Road, Crossgates. Correspondent,
Thomas Greer, 8 Macdonald’s Square, Hal-
beath, Fife. Correspondence for 115 Cathcart
Road Gospel Hall, Glasgow, should now be
sent to Mr. John Wilson, 852 Rutherglen Rd.,
Glasgow, C.5. Correspondence for Derriaghy
Assembly near Lisburn to James Press, 2
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Servants and Sufferers.

Glencoe Place, Dunmurry, Belfast. Band Hall
Assembly, Broxburn, now meet in Mid Street
Hall. Correspondence to Thomas Lindsay,
Kirkhill Road, Broxburn. F. J. Hopkins, Hsi-
ma-Chuang, Nanchang, Kiangsi, China.

FALLEN ASLEEP.

Mrs. James Law of Springburn, Glasgow, on
27th December. Saved 32 years ago. 30 of
which in Springburn assembly. Wm. Patter-
son, Newtonards, January 10th, aged 75.
Saved and gathered out to the Lord’s Name
48 years ago. “Continued stedfastly till Home-
call.” Alexander Main Wallace, Nairn, on 6th
January, aged 68. Over 20 years in assembly,
including 5 years in Canada. Saved when a
lad of 17. Harry Mitson, Newmarket, on 3rd
January, aged 54. The Assembly here has
lost an earnest worker. Loved and esteemed
by all who knew him. Mrs. Alexander Doug-
las beloved daughter of the late Donald Chis-
holm, Springburn, Glasgow, on 5th January.
For many years in Springburn, Darlington
and Balmore Road Assemblies. “A succourer
of many.” Mrs. Howitt, Bellshill, on 11lth
December, after a long illness patiently borne,
for many years associated with believers in
Bellshill. Given to hospitality and a succourer
of many. On Friday, December 14th, Mt.
Richard P. Wilson of Kendal heard the Mas-
ter’s call “Come up higher,” and passed into
“the presence of the Lord, at the age of 61.
His body was laid to rest in Haverthwaite
Cemetery on Monday, December 17th. At
Ayr, on January 6th, James Gilchrist, aged
66 years, formerly of Hamilton, Bradford, and
in recent years at Law, Strathaven, Mrs.
Thomas Neatby. It is with deep regret that
we announce the death, which took place on
Sunday morning last, of the widow of the late
‘Dr. Thos. Neatby. There are still many who
remember with affection the ministry of the
beloved physician, who, during a long course
of years, with unremitting diligence, sought
to help the Lord’s people by pen and lip.
Mrs. Adams, Wylam, aged 60, wife of J. Adams,
the senior brother of the Wylam Assembly
which was commenced through the long ill-
ness of one of their children. One of the

" first to be baptised in the village and in
fellowship from the setting up of the Table,
nearly 24 years ago. Brought up six children,

of whom two are in Glory and all the rest
saved and in fellowship. Many others con-
verted in her house in the early days when
the meetings were being held in the immediate
neighbourhood.  Witnessed at home and
around and was noted for hospitality. Richard
Leyshon, Accountant, Cardiff, well known for
many years in the Cardiff Assemblies, after an
illness of 9 months was called home on Satur-
day, 12th January. His remains were laid to
rest in the presence of a very large company
of people on Wednesday the 16th. Mr. J.
Charleton Steen taking the burial service.
His widow, a daughter of the late Edwin
Bennett, survives him, and much prayer is
asked for her in her great bereavement and
loss. We hope to give a brief biographical
sketch of our late brother in the Feb. issue
of “The Christian Worker.” Charles Rich-
mond, aged 76 years, on 7th January, the re-
sult of a motor accident. For many years in
Clumber Hall, Nottingham. A godly brother.
Thomas R. Maxwell, of Carryduff, after a
lingering illness. Saved 48 years ago. He
preached all round the district and was used
of God. Has left a good testimony behind,
and will be greatly missed. Messrs. Hutchin-
son and Campbell spoke to a large number at
funeral. Mrs. Moore of Bethesda Hall, Glas-
gow, on 10th January, aged 43. Saved 4 years
ago. Mrs. Dunstan, Llandaff, on 15th January
aged 59. Saved and in fellowship 28 years.

Sums received for the Lord’s Work and Workers

at Home and Abroad, by the Editors, “Believer’s

Magazine,”” 20 Sturrock Street, Kilmarnock, and remit-
ted direct to accredited workers without any deduction,
“‘Rutherglen” JO £1 0 0
“Westray—QOrkney” .. o 00

‘“Newcastle-on-Tyne,” for Robben
Island Leper Work ... ... 015 O
J. N., Glasgow ... ... - 1 00
Anon . J . 0 2 6
Mr. M. . .. o - 0 2 0
Indiana ... J 210 0
Total to January 20, ... £6 9 6

For Christians in Need through Unemployment.

At the present time there are hundreds of Christian
miners and their families in acute distress through lack
of employment. Our aim is to help direct through
accredited brethren, who know the circumstances,
Christian men, women and children who are in need,
and we will be glad to receive sums for this purpose,
which will be distributed without any deductions what-
ever. Communications to “The Editors,” 20 Sturrock
Street, Kilmarnock.

Thank offering, O, £1 00
N.B.R., [ - 3 00
Glasgow, - - — — 015 O

£415 0
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Treasury Notes.
UNION WITH CHRIST.

HAVE for a few weeks back been speci-
ally occupied with this great theme. We
constantly speak of it, we sing of it:

“Iord Jesus are we one with Thee
O height, O depth of Love!

Once slain for us upon the tree,
We're one with Thee above.”

And yet the danger is that it is not the
powerful fact and factor in us, so that
men take knowledge of it in the entire warp
and woof of our lives. This union is ours
the moment we accept Christ as our
Saviour. In this “dispensation of grace”
it comes to be by the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit of God. The moment we believe we
are both sealed and indwelt by the Holy
Spirit.  This fact syncronises with our
union with “The Head” in glory, and we
become eternally one. The outcome of this
union made real and actual in our hearts
by the “Quickening Holy Spirit” is seen in
so many ways. When thus apprehended it
produces in us the wonderful fruit of the
Holy Spirit—the nine-fold cluster of Gal.
5. 22-23. God expects this great cluster to
be seen in each saved man. I once read
of a man who had an apple tree in his
garden upon which he had grafted nine dif-
ferent kinds of apples, so that he could
witness on that tree a nine-fold fulness of
apples borne on one tree. So our heavenly
Father wants every tree in His garden to
bear in their lives fruit—this nine-fold ful-
ness of Holy Spirit fruit. 1 once read a
very precious exposition in a most terse

form of these nine beautiful fruits of the
Spirit. For those of our readers who may
not have seen it I give it here.

“Love.”—Divine love, shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Spirit which
1s given to us,

“Joy.”—The happiness of love.

“Peace.”—Love reposing.

“Long-suffering.”—Love enduring.

“Gentleness.”—Love in society.

“Goodness.”—Love in action.

“Faith.”—l.ove in the battlefield.

“Meekness.”—Love at school.

“Temperance.”—ILove in exercise.

“Against such there is no law.”

If the fact of this union is made real
and actual in our hearts, then we realise
that it is more real than our body is real,
for we may have to put off our present
tabernacle but this hallowed union with
Him abides for ever. We shall never, never
be parted. To think of it, to appropriate
it by {faith, to realize it in our inmost being.
That I am a member of Christ’s body; a
body in its completeness composing One
New Man, who was “existent ere the
worlds were made, yet fashioned in time.”
As our tripartite-nature is so one, that as
living men we don’t know which is which,
so this union with our risen Lord is such
that should in its practical results manifest
here and now—an absolutely new kind of
man, in newness of life,

, J.C. S.
(To be continued).
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The Burnt Offering
Lev. 1. 1-10.
By Jas. F. JounsoN, SHEFFIELD.

HE line of things that the Holy Spirit
presents to believers in the burnt
offering is the absolute satisfaction, com-
placency and delight that the Father finds
in His Beloved Son. It is not the sinner’s
deep need that is here set forth, but the
perfect and extreme satisfaction of God in
the presentation of that which is infinitely
acceptable to Himself. The guilty sinner
apprehends the death of Christ primarily
as the sin offering and passing thence
through the peace and meat offerings
arrives at length as a worshipper at the
offering of burnt sacrifice. But God pre-
sents His Christ in quite the reverse order,
bringing Him before us as the burnt offer-
ing; as His portion, in all the perfect ac-
ceptibility of His person, the One whose
delight it ever was to do the will of the
Father. In this offering we see the deep
devotion of the Son, unshaken and unshak-
able, presented to the Father; the Father
meantime finding unmingled complacency in
His Christ. Jehovah saw and understood,
as none other could, the profound affection
of the Son towards Himself and therefore
manifested His appreciation. In this, the
approach offering, all the perfections and
excellencies of Christ were laid before
Jehovah. The offering was to be a “male
without blemish”; no weakness or imper-
fection was to be found there : it was to be
absolutely and entirely perfect and clean.
Not only so, every sinew and every joint
was to be laid bare and open to view—"he
shall flay the burnt offering”—v. 6. Here, I
think, we see the secrets of the inner life of

the Lord and the hidden depths of His
being exposed to the light, the undimmed
light of God’s holiness and righteousness.
But this was not enough: “cut it into his
pieces”’—the minutest details of His being
must be made naked and open to the light
He was here as “sweet incense beaten
small” (Lev. 16, 12), but which ascended
to Jehovah as a sweet perfume. The whole,
the entirety, 1s thus laid i order upon the
altar for God: the head, the fat, the in-
wards and the legs. Here we perceive the
Lord presented to Jehovah in the accepti-
bility of the various aspects of His moral
character :—

(1) The Head.—The intelligence or soul.

(2) The Fat.—The will, the desires.

(3) The Inwards.—The thoughts, affec-

tions, motives.
(4) The Legs.—The ways, walk, con-
duct, activities.

The whole thus offered was burnt upon the
altar; not with the devouring fire of the sin
offering, but “burnt as incense,” for thus
the word signifies ; a sweet perfume to God.
The burnt offering is the Godward aspect
of Calvary where Christ “offered Himself
without spot to God” (Heb. 9. 14) and also
“offered Himself a sweet smelling savour”
(Eph. 5. 2). Christ in the burnt offering is
found tested by the intrinsic holiness and
righteousness of God and proved perfect
and acceptable—a sweet savour, bringing
satisfaction and delight to Jehovah and thus
“a savour of rest.” ALL was to be burned
upon the altar: the whole perfections and
excellencies of the Lord’s Christ was laid
before Him and the offering ascended as a
precious perfume, an odour of a sweet smell
wholly acceptable unto God. I believe that
in the burnt sacrifice we have a distinct type
of worship. It is an approach offering, a
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drawing near, and “None shall appear be-
fore Me empty” (Ex. 34. 20) : all that ap-
proach must do so with somewhat to offer.
The question of sin is entirely absent in the
burnt offering, indeed, it is altogether a
question of the acceptability of the offering
and not of the offerer. As priests we have
to do with this sacrifice and are thus viewed
as the sons of Aaron offering Christ to God,
not in the acceptability of His work but in
the perfections and excellencies of His
person. The sons of Aaron represent, I
judge, the priestly house of worshipping
saints and are as sprinkling the blood before
God, the memorial of an accomplished sac-
rifice. It all ascends to God as sweet in-
cense (to offer incense is a priestly act)
and is as though the Father calls us to par-
ticipate in His thoughts concerning His
Christ. Nothing else enters into considera-
tion here : sin, trespass, thanksgiving and
peace are to be found in other offerings,
but here the whole occupation is the one,
complete and perfect offering as presented
to God. So God 4n this day has shut His
people up exclusively to occupation with
His Son. He must be the centre and the
circumference as we are gathered as wor-
shippers, as the priestly house. Prayer, re-
quests, thanksgiving is not the burnt offer-
ing aspect of things but as we offer the
virtues, the glories, the perfections, the ex-
cellences of the person of Christ we become,
I am persuaded, the worshippers which the
Father seeks, ““ for the Father seeketh such
to worship Him,”

The Lord is here presented to us in a

three-fold aspect :—-

1. THE BULLOCK.—The son of the
herd, but as separated from the re-
mainder. Here we view the Lord
as the true Nazarite as to earth

(Num. 6): the separated One for
the Father. '
2. THE SHEEP.—The perfect One as
to heaven, in all the perfection of
His character, as the Lamb newly
slain (Rev. 5) which claims from
willing hearts and voices the homage
so rightly due, unrestrainedly ex-
pressed in that glad note of worship,
“Worthy is the Lamb.”
3. THE DOVE.—The Holy One as to
testimony. “Who by the Eternal
Spirit offered Himself without spot
to God.”
He was slain on the North side of the altar
—the place of judgment—but was offered
upon the altar in the full blaze of light as
it shone upon the eastern end of the taber-
nacle. He was offercd at the entrance to
the tent of meeting in a space in front of
the tabernacle—God’s dwelling place—
where stood the brazen altar and the laver :
this was the place of communion appointed
by God for the sons of Israel (Ex. 29. 42-
43). So the priestly house to-day has their
God appointed place of communion (1 Cor.
10. 16) for “Where two or three are, having
been gathered together unto My Name,
there am 1 in the midst of them.” (Matt.
18. 20.) This is the place of burnt offering,
where we present the excellencies and per-
fections of the Christ to the Father, which
alone can satisfy His heart but which arises
to'Him as a sweet perfume. Matthew 18.
20 is also connected with the place of the
laver, the place of priestly washing of hands
and feet (Ex. 30. 18 to 21) and would cor-
respond, I judge, with 1 Cor. 11. 28; “Let
a man examine himself.” The neglect of
this exercise i1s momenteous in each case,
for the removal from the place of testimony
and of priestly service is the solemn result.
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In Lev. 6. 9 we see that the burnt offering
had to continue all night, until the morning.
Through the dark and silent watches the
fire blazed upon the altar, a solemn testi-
mony of its acceptability to Jehovah. Thus
are we called to remembrance through this
poor world’s dark night, for “As often as
ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do
shew the Lord’s death TILL HE COME.”
Soon the dark, dark night will have gone

and the Morning Star burst forth in all His '

glory and beauty, but until then we would
be found occupied with Him, presenting
Him to the Father in all His perfections
and excellencies and sharing somewhat in
the Father’s thoughts concerning His “Be-
loved Son, in Whom He has found all His
delight.”

The Vessel of Wrought Gold.
Heb. vi. 19, 20.

1 go on my way rejoicing,

Though weary the wilderness road—
I go on my way rejoicing

In hope of the glory of God.

Oh well do I know that glory,
That Home and that welcome sweet,
Where above the mists and the shadows
With the heart of my God I meet.

There the ship of my soul is harboured
In the calm of the crystal sea,

For within the veil is the anchor,
Where Jesus has entered for me.

Awhile in the earthen vessel

The treasures of glory gleam;
In Heaven the fount eternal,

In the desert the living stream.

And looking on Christ in glory,
That glory so still, so fair,

There passes a change upon me,
Till T am as He Who is there. -

Then no more in the earthen vessel
The treasure of God shall be,

But in full and unclouded beauty,
O l.ord, wilt Thou shine through me.

Afar through the golden vessel
Will the glory of God shine bright;
There shall be no need for the sunshine,
For the Lamb shall be the light.

With the light of the Stone most precious
Shall  the City of God be fair;

He shall shine Who is like to the jasper
In His cloudless glory there.

Undimmed in that wondrous vessel,
That light of surpassing love

Shall illumine the earth in its gladness,
And shall fill the heavens above.

All, all in His new creation,
The glory of God shall see;
And the lamp for that light eternal
The Bride of the Lamb shall be.

A golden lamp in the heavens,
That all may see and adore

The Lamb who was slain and who liveth,
Who liveth for evermore.

The Unfermented Wine Question.

A wvaluable letter re. the wine used at the Lord’s
Supper, by late H. B. Thomson, of Bangor, Ireland.
We have felt that this most able and important letter
re the unfermented wine question should be printed.
Our brother is now with the Lord, but the need of the
teaching of this important subject remains.——Editors.

10th August, 1923,

My dear brother in Christ,

I was pleased to receive your letter yester-
day, and to learn therefrom that you are all
being maintained in good health.

I know how you feel as you see so much
to be done, but self-control is needed here
also. T was thinking to-day that Satan would
rather see the soles of our boots worn out
than see the knees of our trousers worn
through. Paul speaks of “praying. night and
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day,” and of “working night and day.”
There is absolutely no such thing in the

Word of God, or in the world oi God as
“unfermented” wine, The expression is a mis-
nomer. It is not wine if it is unfermented. '
The general words for “wine” in the Old

Testament are “yayin” (from the root “yavan”
—to boil up, to ferment), and “tirosh” from
“yarash,” becausc in intoxicating it takes pos-
session of the brain.” The Greek words are
“oinos” and “gleukos” (Acts 2. 13). The great
mistake made by the advocates of the unfer-
mented stuff is that they assume and allege
that there are two kinds of wine, one of which
is intoxicating and the other not. This is a
radical blunder.

“Yayin” is first found in Genesis 9. 20 and
there it assuredly had intoxicating powers.
Here are some passages showing its inebriat-
ing power when taken immoderately:—

“Yayin” made Noah drunk.—Gen. 9. 21.~

made lot drunk.—Gen. 19. 32-35.
made Nabal very drunk.—1 Sam. 25.
inflames.—Isaiah 5. 11.
causes men to stagger (R.V. mar-
gin).—lsaiah 28. 7.
And in Job 32. 19 we see it is a fermenting
liquor. But wc¢ see, what I may term, its
beneficent use in the {ollowing: “Yayin” was
to be drunk beforé¢ the l.ord, and to be bought
for the purpose.—Deut. 14. 23, 26.

Melchizedek met Abram with bread and “ya-
yin.”—Gen. 14. 18." God causes the ground to
produce “yayin” to gladden man’s heart—
Psa. 104. 14, 15.

When the Nazarite’s vow was ended he
might drink his “yayin.”—Numbers 6. 20.

“Tirosh.” We see the effects of this in
Hosea 4. 11; “new-wine.” “Yayin” was, by
God’s command, poured on the burnt-offering
that precious type of Christ in His complete
devotion to God, and this too during the feast
of the passover, and unleavened bread. In
fact in Numbérs 28 verse 7 the word “shekar”
rendered “strong-wine” is used; this word
comes from the Hebrew root “shakar,”—to
make one’s self drunken. A hin contains six
quarts, so it is a great mistake to say there
was no wine in Israel during Passover week.
Numbers 28. 7 clearly confutes this error.

. type.

This word is found in Psa. 69. 12—“] was the
song of the drunkards” (margin, “drinkers of
“shikar.”) “Be not drunk with “oinos,” where-
in is excess.”—Eph. 5. 18. But the same In-
spiring Spirit caused Paul to write in 1 Tim.
5. 23 Take a little “oinos”; because it is wine
only take a little,

With regard to the Institution of the Lord's
Supper we are told—Our Lord “took the cup
saying, drink ye all of it.” By a well-known
figure of speech, by which the container is put
for the thing contained, (as we say ‘“the
kettle boils,” when we mean the water boils).
So with the cup; it contained wine. The ex-
pression “this fruit of the vine” does not mean
“grape juice” but wine. (See how “grape
juice” is distinguished from “wine” in Num.
6. 3). This is a Hebraism; for instance we
read

Fruit of the loins, .
Fruit of the womb } childreq.
Fruit of the earth-—grain, etc.
Fruit of the lips—praise.
Fruit of the hands—works.
Fruit of the ways—conduct.

The cup at the Supper indubitably contained
wine. One might as well put a cup of cold
tea on the Table, as far as the type is con-
cerned as this unfermented stuff. It mars the
Mr. R. C. Chapman, whom I knew so
long and so well, and than whom I never
knew anyone more godly or more deliberate
in the words he used, once said at a Bible
Reading—“May my God rather take away my
life from me, than that I should offer to Him
a mutilated type,” (in the form of this un-
fermented liquor). Mr. Henry Dyer, whom 1
last met at Port Elizabeth, South Africa, told
a Christian there on the Saturday I left, that
if he put that “stuff” on the Table next day
he would not take it into his hand. And the
following day he kept his word. - Mr. Wm.
Lincoln (Beresford), once remarked:—“None
of your pie-juice for me!”

When Paul rebuked some of the Corinthians
for their drunkenness, he did not say “change
your wine,” but “change your ways.”

In Prov. 23. 30 it is to those who TARRY
LONG at “yayin” that the subsequent sorrow
comes. The word “Look” in the Hebrew is

3%
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in the tense implying continuance. God’s
Word declares the moderate use of wine
(“yayin”) and “shikar” (Prov. 31. 6), and
“oinos” (1 Tim. 5. 23) is beneficial.

I have written the foregoing thoughts just
as they have come before me but enough has
been written to show that we must have
“wine”—mot “liquor of grapes” (grape juice)
or unfermented stuff in order to have a Scrip-
tural remembrance of our Blessed Lord.
“Wine which makes glad the heart of man”
(Psa. 104. 15) and “which cheereth God and
man” (Judges 9. 13) is a precious type of the
precious blood of Christ, which has brought
joy to the heart of God and to the believing
sinner. Satan wishes to do away with that
type of Christ’s blood. It is a subtle attack
by him on the doctrine of atonement by
Christ’s precious blood.

When | was short of food, clothing, medi-
cine, tools, etc., in Central Africa, 1 always
had enough wine with which to remember the
Lord.

I would oppose the use of that “stuff” at
the Lord’s Table. Its use condemns our Bles-
sed L.ord Who used wine and, as I said, it
mutilates the type.

H. B. THOMPSON.

P.S—In the grape, while the skin is still”
intact, there is a fermentive germ, but it is
inoperative until the skin is broken and the
outer air comes into contact with this germ.
Then it operates spontaneously. The fermen-
tation of this juice expressed from the grape
is usually “killed” with sulphurous acid vapour,
and preserved with salicylic acid, which is
made fromn caustic soda and carbolic acid.
Thus there is plenty of chemicals in this un-
fermented “stuff” (for it is not wine unless it
is fermented). The Jews knew nothing of
this thing, nor had they these chemicals.

Believers Are
Saints becausc of their separation.
Believers because of their faith.
Brethren because of their knowledge.
Disciples because of their knowledge.
Christians because of their Head.

“Strange Children.”

By H. T. SpENCER, TRINIDAD.
Reap Psanm 144.

HE study of the “ Strange Woman,”

of the book of Proverbs, is indeed

full of teaching of the most solemn import-

ance; and, as has been pointed out, she is

not only full of intense religious activity

herself, but she is also the mother of
“Strange Children,” who imitate her.

When the children of Israel  were
brought out of Egypt, as they journeyed,
“a mirved multitude also went with them.”
Exodus 12. 38. 1In less than twelve months,
“the mixed multitude fell a lusting : and the
children of Israel also wept.” Numbers 11.
4. In Nehemiah's day, 1,045 years later,
this mixed multitude is still troubling God’s
people, and they, being zealously affected
by the word of the Lord, separate from
the “Strange Children.” Nehemiah 9. 2,
(Margin) and 13. 3. In the days of King
David too, these strange children were
troublers, and we are told in Romans 15. 4,
that “Whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our learning.”
Again it is written in 1 Corinthians 10. 11,
“All these things happened unto them for
types (Margin) and they are written for
our admonition.”  Let us then consider
how the words relative to strange children,
in Psalm 144. 11-15, typify things of our
day.

David begins with praise. He blesses
God for fighting ability. Hé remembers
how God delivered him from the hurtful
sword of Goliath of Gath, verse 10, having
taught “his hands to war, and his fingers
to fight”; yet, with all his skill as a warrior,
he is unable to rid himself from the hand
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of those whom he twice describes as vain
and false. His praise is changed to prayer,
supplication, and reasonings. How ready
is our God to hearken to the reasons of
His people’s prayers. “Come now and lct
us rcason together saith the Lord.” Faith
is not rcason, but it is always reasonable.
How much more excellent it is, to present
reasonable petitions to the Lord. Prayers
based on the promises of His Word, have
that word as a reason for the petition, and
is in faith, if uttered in belief; for “faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God.” What does David the warrior
say in prayer? “Rid me, and deliver me
from the hand of strange children.” Why
does he so greatly desire to be rid of them?
Because sons and daughters, garners, shéep
and oxen, were being evilly affected by
them. There was the possibility of a
“breaking in,” and a “going out,” and com-
plaining. See verses 12-14. Prayer was
the way for deliverance, and is there not a
need that we should pray in like manner
to-day? The evil ones hud to be “got rid
of,” and the Lord’s own DELIVERED, n
order that the right might be developed.
The “sons and daughters” of to-day, are
brothers and sisters in the churches of
Christ, who, by manifestation of Christian
character, should be showing forth the vir-
tues of Him Who hath called us out of
darkness into His marvellous light. In-
stead of this, “the Name of God, and His
doctrine are being blasphemed” because of
the carnal behaviour of those who are being
hindered by strange children. So few arc
“plants grown up in their youth,” and many
are dwarfed and blighted. Many “daugh-
ters,” instead of being as “corner stones,”
are becoming more and more like the
world-begotten caricatures of womanhood

to be seen in many places to-day, )

Our “garners” may well represent the
present-time places where Dbelievers are
gathered together in the Name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Where “all manner of store”
should be cnjoyed. “Things new and old”
brought out of the great store-houses of
our God. Instead, all manner of stuff is in
evidence in some “garners.” Strange winds
of doctrine, that whirl even the true
“wheat” in its soul-withering blast. The
history of Tizekicl 33. 32, repeating itself :
“Thou art unto them as a very lovely song
of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can
play well on an instrument : FOR THEY HEAR
THY WORDS, BUT THEY DO THEM NoOT.” In
relation to professed worship too, let us
remember it is written for our learning,
that Nadab and Abihu offered ‘“‘Strange
Fire” before the Lord, and in that age,
swift judgement overtook them. How
much that is offered as worship to-day, is
strange, to say least.

“Our Sheep,”—*“the rank and file” of the
churches, are, like the man-made varieties
of seedless fruit, and the cross-bred mules
among birds and beasts, hindered from pro-
ducing after their kind.

“Our Oxen.” ELven the servants of the
church are feeling the awful pressure of
“strange things,” and some faint. As in
Nehemiah’s day, “The strength of the bear-
ers of burdens is decayed, and there is
much rubbish.” Unable, or unwilling to
bear longer the care of the church,
men are “resigning from the over-
sight;” as it is unscripturally stated. The
“Strange Woman” has a specially garbed,
well trained company of overseers for the
work of her house, but the overseers of
God’s house, are made by the Holy Spirit.

Qualified by His gracious teaching, and
kiad
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ordained by the glorified Head of the
Church, Jesus Christ our Lord. The true
overseer can resign only to God, if resigna-
tion be possible. Godly men of all ages
have felt the burden of the word and work
of the Lord, and such an one as Jeremiah
told the Lord he could go on no longer in
it: but he did. Jeremiah 20. 7-11. God-
appointed guides will have God-given grace.
“The hireling fleeth, because he is a hire-
ling, and careth not for the sheep.” The
true shepherd, elder, bishop, will stand by,
and for the sheep at all times, for that 4s
his work; and God will hold him up.

Oh that our “Oxen” may be strong to
labour. Men who will say as did the
apostle Paul, and others, “We are your ser-
vants for Jesus’ sake.”

“Breaking in.” Is there such a thing
known to us at present? Alas there is. In
the Apostles day, “certain men crept in
unawares.” To-day they break in. It is
made easy because the ancient landmarks
are being removed. In the 8th section of
Psalm 119, we have the Hebrew word.
CHETH, which means, a fence. God’s
word is a fence. A landmark between His
kingdom and Satan’s. For long time, such
Scriptures as Acts 2. 41-47; 2 Corinthians
6. 14-18, were landmarks, a fence. 1 Cor-
inthians 14. 40 is still the word of the Lord,
and Acts 2. 41-47 His order, for His people.
In early days, His word was not only re-
ceived, but gladly received, because of con-
viction of sin. To-day some are receiving
the word, dubiously, and under human
pressure, apart from the conviction of sin;
THE SIN as described in John 16. 9. Pro-
fessions are being made in large numbers,
which converts cannot sustain for years,
and sometimes not many months, Born of
sing-song and sop ministry, they believe, as

Simon the Sorcerer did, but not to the
saving of soul, as is evidenced by their
carnal behaviour after profession; the like
of which would not be found in sober in-
fidels. Strange children indeed. DBaptism.
The Apostles’ doctrine.  The fellowship.
The breaking of bread, and the prayers,
are the accompaniments of God's salvation
possible to “babes in Christ.”  There is
another breaking in too. Men who are
called brothers, who, having been judged
guilty of wickedness, have been put away
from among God’s people, force themselves
into the midst of the assembled saints, and
insist upon breaking bread, and talking in
relation to scripture, heedless of the appall-
ing consequences. This is lawlessness of
the most carnal and ignorant kind. Yet st
finds support from within, as in the type
in the case of Tobiah, in the days of Ne-
hemiah. Verily there is a “breaking in.”
“Going Out.” Are there not a number
of self-willed men, who break all the bonds
of fellowship, and arebringing into exist-
ence pretended assemblies of God? Time
fails to enlarge on this subject, one queés-
tion" will suffice for the genuine child, Is
God the author of confusion? There is
complaining ; but David’s prayerful example
should help us to be the happy people. Let
us pray! Lord rid us, and deliver us from

- “STRANGE CHILDREN.”

“Hast thou considered my servant Job?”
—Job 1.

Why? What is there in him so considerable,
“There is none like him in all the earth.”
Though there were none in heaven so bad as
Job, yet there were none on earth so good as
Job. He was a man so like unto God, that
there was no man like him.
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¢ Shew the House.”
Ezek. 43. 4-10.

Thoughts suggested by A. Gilmour, Falkirk

HQOU, Son of Man, shew this house to
the house of Israel, that they may be
“ashamed of their iniquities; and let them
measure the PATTERN.
ILzekieL 43. 10-12.

In the Old Testament; Gen. to Mal., we
have teaching of a threefold character, His-
torical, Prophetical and Moral. No intel-
ligent reader of the Scriptures would ques-
tion the fact, that, Ezekiel has Israel in
view in this work, all real exposition, is
Interpretation first, Illustration second, Ap-
plication third. Yet with all this in view, I
suggest that Ezekiel 43. 10-12 has a voice
for the moment. '

TrE PATTERN,

In the book of Ezekiel God’s people are
viewed as a rebellious house, see chaps. 2.;
5. 6. 7. 8, etc. Ezekiel is called to shew
the house to the house that they may be
ashamed of their iniquities; and let them
measure the pattern.

Moses in his day was told to build ac-
cording to the Pattern Ex. 25. 9, 40. After
all it is only pattern building that will stand
on that day.

In a day of declension, departure, and
apostasy we do well to measure the pattern
that we are worshipping, walking, and
serving according to the pattern.

The Apostle Paul in writing to the saints
at Corinth is seeking to shew the house to
the house.

Its FouNDATIONS.

In chap. 3. 10, 11 he reminds them of the
foundation of the house, after all the most
important of all. What a blessed thing it

is, to be built upon that foundation, to be
able to say from the heart, on Christ the
solid Rock I stand, all other ground is
sinking sand, as we think of all Saints upon
that foundation, we say view the vast build-
ing, see it rise, the bulk how great, the plan
how wise. This reminds us of the words
of the Lord Himself in Matt. 16. 18 su ei
petros. Thou art Petros, a stone. Kai eps
tautl petra, and upon this Petra, this Rock,
I will build my assembly, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it. What a
foundation, what a builder, what security.
This has the Body in view embracing all
saints,
THE HousE APPROACHES.

In Acts 18. 8 we sce how the Corinthians
reached the house. Many of the Corin-
thians HEARING, BELIEVED, and were BAP-
T1ZED. In Acts 11. we see the Jew reaching
the house; in Acts 10. the Gentile, both
heard, belicved, and were baptized.

In Jude 4. we are told how some came in.
They crept in privily, as it were, by a side
door or a back door. In Nehemiah’s day
you must enter the city before sunset. No ~
creeping in. In 1 Cor. 10. 1-4, the Apostle
reminds them of the moral teaching of
Baptism. Israel was baptised at the Red
Sea, into Moses, in the cloud, and in the
sea. Moses suggests the thought of Lord-
ship. The cloud, the Spirit, the sea, the
element, in baptism and profess to submit
ourselves to the Lordship of Christ.

Tue WEERLY FEAsT,

In 1 Cor. 11. 17-34, the Apostle reminds
the Corinthians of their responsibility in
relation to the Weekly Feast. Much has
been written upon the subject, yet their
remains much land to be possessed. What
a blessed privilege it is to be gathered into
His Name, and around His Person every
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first day of the week, to call Him to mem-
ory, and to proclaim His death till He comes
again. One is reminded of the words of
Joseph to the butler, Gen. 40. 14, r.v. But
have me in thy remembrance when it shall
be well with thee. The butler forgot Joseph,
when brought into the presence of Pharaoh.
he said, [ remember my faults this day.
How many in the morning meeting are
more occupied with their faulls than with
Joseph himself.
Its MinNisTRY.

In chap. 14. the Apostle deals with the
subject of real ministry. In chap. 12. we
have the sphere of ministry—the assembly.
In chap. 13 we have the spirit of ministry
—Ilove. In chap. 14. the suitability of min-
istry, ver. 3 we have the ministry of edifi-
cation, this is to the mind. Then we have
the ministry of exhortation, this is to the
conscience. Then we have the ministry of
comfort, this is to the heart.

Its DisciPLINE.

In chap. 5. the apostle deals with the
subject of discipline. This has restoration
in view. Other Scriptures dealing with this
subject are Gal. 6. 1; 1 Thess. 5. 14; 2
Thess. 3. 6-14: 1 Thess. 5. 20; Titus 3. 10;
Rom. 16. 17-18; Matt. 18. 15-20.

“These are all Scriptures that are to be a
guide to us in the House, in secking to
maintain godly order.

GIviInG.

In Chap. 16. 1-3, the Apostle deals with
the subject of giving. Then let us look at
four things.

(1) “The Period.” The first day of the
week.

(2) “The Persons.” Every one.

(3) “The Practise.” Lay by Him.

(4) “The Preparation.” As God has

prospered him.

Suppose we were to be prospered accord-
ing to our giving, how would it work out
with us. In the Gospels we sce the Lord
standing at the treasury watching what was
going in. He is still watching what is put
in.

Thus you will see the Apostle in this
Epistle is seeking to shew to the house the
house. The Lord bless these few sugges-
tions to all our hearts for His Name sake,
Amen.

The Word of God.

O Word of God incarnate,
O Wisdom from on high,

O Truth unchanged, unchanging,
O Light of our dark sky,

We praise Thee for the radiance
That, from the hallowed page,

A lantern to our footsteps,
Shines on from age to age.

The Church from her dear Master
Received the gift Divine,
And still that light she lifteth,
Q’er all the world to shine;
It is the golden casket
" Where gems of truth are stored;
It is the heaven-drawn picture
Of Christ, the living Word.

It floateth like a banner
Before God’s host unfurled;
It shineth like a beacon
Above the darkling world;
It is the chart and compass
That, o’er life’s surging sea,
'Mid mists and rocks and quicksands,
Still guides, O Christ, to Thee.

The cross of Christ is the sweetest burden
that ever I bore; it is such a burden as wings
are to a bird, or as sails to a ship, to carry
me forward to my desired haven.—Rutherford.
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The Parables of the Kingdom.

By E. W. RoGERs.

“IN that day” says Matthew (ch. 13. 1),
“Jesus went out of the house and sat
by the seaside.” In what day? and why is
mention made of this change of location?
It was the day when the Lord reminded
His people that He was “greater than the
Temple,” “greater than Jonas” and
“Greater than Solomon,” and despite which
they rejected Him, repeating their allega-
tion that Ilis miracles were the result of
Satanic operation. (See Matt. ch. 12.).

“In that day” He left the “house,” which
signifies the house of Israel, and “sat by
the sea side” which signifies the sea of the
nations (i.e. the Gentiles). His work was
thus to be enlarged. '

Israel would not have Him as their King,
and therefore they could not then have the
Kingdom in the manner they desired.
However, this rejection furnishes the oc-
casion for the révelation of a development
hitherto kept secret in the counsels of God,
namely, the existence of the Kingdom on
earth in an altogether unexpected form,
whilst its King is rejected, and absent in
heaven, the Mysteries of which Kingdom
are parabolically set forth by the Lord.

The enigmatical method of instruction
itself was judicially adopted in view of
Israel’s obdurate attitude ; to His own, how-
ever, who had “ears to hear” and hearts to
appreciate, some of the parables were in-
terpreted.

These parables are sevenfold, beginning
with the inauguration of the Kingdom by
the preaching (sowing) of the Word (the
seed) by the Lord (the Sower) and closing
with its final scenes of separation and the

establishment of the Kingdom in mani-
fested glory on the earth when “the righte-
ous will shine forth as the sun.”

The first is introductory; the next three
give the external features of the Kingdom
and were spoken to the multitude, whilst
the last three speak of the hidden reality
in it, known to the Lord, and were spoken
to His Own in the house.

They show that in the Kingdom of the
heavens are possessors and professors;
waiting for the intervention of the King's
executors (His angels) instcad of a pre-
mature dealing with the unreal.

They are a prophetic and pictorial set-
ting forth of the history of Christendom
under which saved and unsaved find shelter,
lodging in its branches; false doctrine
(leaven) spreading until ultimately the
whole will be leavened, marking the f{inal
apostacy.

They embrace a period commencing with
the ministry of the Lord among them, in-
clusive of the Church period, right on to
the consummation of the age, when He
will again be here in manifest power and
glory.

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER
reminds us that the Lord, who had found
no fruit in Israel, is sowing the seed of
the Word of the Kingdom at large with the
view of producing fruit, the result being
dependent upon the condition of heart of
the hearer. The devil, tribulation or per-
secution, care through poverty, and deceit
through riches, are effective against the
seed fructifying; “understanding,” “faith”
and ‘“obedience” (the equivalent of which
terms are used in the three records of this
parable) are necessary if fruit is to accrue.

Owing to the state of the soil a large
percentage of the seed sown did not fruc-
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tify, but it was the fruit that did accrue i
from some of the seed sown which made
all the effort worth while. The principle
of this should encourage all who scatter
the seed of the Word to-day.

If in this first parable we are taken back
to the beginning of things, in the second—
Tue PARABLE OF THE WHEAT AND THE
TARES
we are carried on to the end—the consum-
mation of the age—that is, the end of
Daniel’s seventieth week, when the Lord
will, through His executive angels, remove
by judgment the sons of the Wicked One,
the tares, and leave the Sons of the King-
dom, the wheat, to enjoy the millennial
earth. |

It points to a time beyond the rapture
of the church, and immediately prior to the
second advent to earth of the Lord. |

1t will perhaps, aid to a correct under-
standing of the parable if we note specially |
the phrase “Gather ye first “the tares,” etc. {
The word “first” indicates the dispensa-
tional bearing of the parable. The believer-
of the Church dispensation will be gathered
“first” into the air, and the unbeliever left
on earth for judgment. But, thereafter
the “tares” will be gathered first and bound
in ‘bundles for the fire of judgment, while
the godly will be left behind for earthly
blessing. The order is thus reversed. And
if modern Combines, Unions and Amalga-
mations be the commencement of the
“binding,” how near must be the Lord’s
coming into the air for, His Own!

Another thing which should be noted is
that it was while men slept HIS enemy
came and did his spurious and imitative
work. In the interpretation “Ie that sow- |
eth the good seed is the Son of Man,” and
“the enemy that sowed tares is the devil.”

That enemy is the enemy of the Son of
Man; the devil is opposed to Christ. The
Old Testament shows it to have been so
from the beginning—“Enmity between thy
seed and her seed” (Gen. 3.)—and the per-
secution which our Lord suffered during
the “days of His flesh” and the death which

i He endured, demonstrate it, for “The devil

entered into Judas” as the initial move in
that foul crime. But the activity of that
Enemy did not cease with His death. It
has continued till this day and will go on
to the end of the “age.” The enmity is
still directed against HIM, though His
people be the victims. In days to come, the
devil (the dragon) will be the unseen
mover through the Beast and the False
Prophet; and in even later days he will
make a last, desperate, though futile attack
against God’s Christ. His aim has been,
and is, to dethrone Christ; but his doom
will be sealed by Christ.

The Parable of the Tares should not be
used to justify the allowance of those in the
assembly who should be “outside,” for it
is not here a question of the local church
at all. Specific guidance is afforded for
such a case, and an altogether different pro-
cedure is obligatory. (See 1 Cor. 5.). But
that with which this has to do is apostate
Christendom.

Nor, indeed, should the parable be used,
as it is by some, to justify their continuance
in religious systems, which are not of God,
nor according to God. To use the parable
thus would be to make the same Lord, who
has revealed His will in other scriptures as
to the gatherings of the saints, here sanc-
tion disobedience to that will. To all who
are associated with such organisations the
call still is “Come out from among them
and be ye separate.”
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TuE GRAIN oF MUSTARD SEED

sown by a man emphasises that that which
had so small a beginning has developed
into a great power—which a tree in scrip-
ture always indicates—in the - which the
“birds of the air” (the devil and his agen-
cies) find a lodging place. 'Who can fail to
see this accomplished before our eyes in
Christendom to-day?

Tue LEAVENING OF THE THREE MEASURES
of meal by a woman tells of the activity
of those religious systems which will de-
velop into the “great whore”—Babylon—in
poisoning the doctrines of Christianity,
which continues and will continue with
amazing persistency until every-item of the
faith is abandoned. And what doctrine of
scripture has not been denied or corrupted?

This parable cannot possibly imply the
spread of the gospel, for, even if leaven
meant in Scripture anything else other than
that which is evil, (which it does not), the
present results, after nearly two thousand
years, are surely disappointing.

The two Parables relating to

Tuae TREASURE AND THE PEARL
tell what a value the Lord Jesus sets on the
Redeemed as a whole, and on Israel in par-
ticular, the former as the Pearl which He
found, and the latter as the Treasure which
He hid in the field.

In each case, in order to obtain that on
which His heart was set “He sold all that
He had.” It is what He forfeited in order
to obtain “the Redeemed”; it is not a ques-
tion of what the believer “loses” to “gain”
Him.

Paul re-states the matter thus “For ye
know the grace of the Lord Jesus that,
though He was rich yet for your sakes He
became poor that ye through His poverty
might become rich.” His wealth was im-

measurable; worlds on worlds were His,
and if the wealth of this planet be incom-
putable what shall be said of the wealth of
the universe which was His? Yet, to obtain
that Treasure, and to secure that pearl, He
became poor, and sold all that He had. He
elected to be born in a humble homestead.
His parents were so poor that they could
only offer two turtle doves at His circum-
cision, He lived a poor boy’s life; He had
no high education of that day, for they
said “How knoweth this man letters, see-
ing He hath never learned”?——that is, in
the schools, He worked as a carpenter.
When later He went about preaching “He
had not where to lay His head”; nor, on
one occasion, had He a Roman “penny” to
produce as an object lesson ; nor, on another
occasion, had He a “stater” for the temple
tax. But that is not the full tale. He for-
feited His throne, and hung on a cross,
and when on the cross, He was stripped of
His clothes, and thus “He was cut off and
HAD NOTHING.” He sold all that He
had, for He was “Seeking for me, for me.”

The final parable of TrE NET
denotes scenes at the end of the age, when
there will be a separation of the wicked
from the just, and destinies will thereby be
settled. It is the triumph of Christ over
the devil; the triumph of right over wrong;
the oppressed over the oppressor.

These surely are things “new and old.”
“Old” in that they relate to a Kingdom of
which the Old Testament had much to say,
and with which the scribes of the day were
well acquainted. “New” in that they fur-
nish particulars of developments not anti-
cipated or imagined by the human mind.

May the Lord create such an interest in
these things that His people can rightly be
described as “instructed therein.”






