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THE CHRISTIAN'S DESIRE.

“Prat Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by
life or by death ” (Phil. 1. 20).

* For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether
we die, we die unto the Lord” (Rom. 14. 8). '

BROWNLOW NORTH,
Notep PREACHER IN THE REVIVAL TIMES IN SCOTLAND.

B
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BROWNLOW NORTH.

ROWNLOW NORTH, a familiar name in many house-
holds, was the grand-nephew of Lord North, the
celebrated Prime Minister of George I1L, grandson of the
Bishop of Winchester, and son of the Rector of Alverstoke,
Hants. At the age of nine he was sent to Eton, and remamed
there till he was fifteen years old.

In 1835 he removed to Scotland, where he resided most of
his life. Much of his time was spent in gaiety and frivolity.
His mother, who was a devoted Christian, unceasingly prayed
for the conversion of her wayward son. Again and again
awakened to see his guilt and danger, he resolved to renounce
his sins and lead a better life ; but his resolutions were only
made to be broken. After his conversion he publicly confessed
that he had virtually said to God: “I musf have my sins; 1
know the consequences, but I accept damnation as my portion.”
In the month of November, 1854, while sitting playing cards.in
his house, he became terribly alarmed about his soul through
a sensation of sudden illness. Thinking that he was dying, he
said to his son: “I am a dead man; carry me upstairs.” On
reaching his room the first thought with hin—to quote his own
words—was, “ What will the forty—four years of following the
desires of my own heart profit me? In a few minutes I shall
be in hell, and what good will all those things do me for which
I have sold my soul?” He soon recovered from his illness,
and became “reformed.” !

For years he had lived what the world calls a “fast” life;
now he renounced his evil companions and associated mth
Christians. He diligently and regularly read the Scrlptures
and had “family worship” in his household. Often in the
night seasons he rose from his bed in agony of soul that he
might plead with God for the forgiveness of his sins. One
night, when in great trouble and unable to sleep through fear
of waking in hell, he rose and began to search the Scriptures.
Writing of that time he said: “The portion I was reading was
the third chapter of Romans; and as I read the zoth and.
following verses a new light seemed to break in upon my soul:

‘ By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His
sight” That I knew. But then I went on to read: ¢ But now
the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being
witnessed by the law and the prophets; even the righteousness
of God which is by faith of (or in) Jesus Christ unto all and
upon all them that believe ; for there is no difference’ With that
passage came light into my soul. Striking my book with my
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Brozwnlow North.

hand, and springing from my chair, I cried : ‘If that Scripture
be true I am a saved man! That is what I want ; that is what
God offers me ; that is what I will have.” God helping me, it
was that I toock: THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD WITHOUT THE
raw. It is my only hope.” DMr. North there and then
obtained joy and peace in believing. |

One need not be surprised that on knowing Christ as his
Saviour, he immediately began to seek to point others to Him.
He commenced distributing tracts, and as opportunity offered,
spoke to individuals, urging them to accept of God’s “ unspeak-
able gift.” Some may think that this would be easy for him,
but it was not so. Years afterwards he said that it often cost
him half-an-hour’s struggle to give away a tract to a fellow-
passenger in a railway carriage! His first public address was
delivered to a dozen shoemakers in a cottage in Elgin. One
day the Free Church minister of Dallas was absent, and suit-
able supply being unobtainable, he was told that if he did not
preach there would be no service. He consented. The audi-
ence was deeply impressed by his address, and his fame as a
preacher was soon noised abroad.

When asked by a friend what he intended to do, he replied :
“I have done all the harm I could in Scotland, and now 1
intend to remain there and do all the good 1 can.” Numerous
requests for his services were made from many parts of Scot-
land and England. The largest churches in Aberdeen, Inver-
ness, Glasgow, Edinburgh, and other towns and cities were
crowded with persons of all ranks and conditions anxious to
see and hear him. God marvellously blessed his efforts in the
awakening and conversion of souls. Aftera few years of fruitful
labour, he was publicly recognised as an “evangelist ” by the
General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland. This was,
according to his biographer, the first instance since the Re-
formation times of a “layman” (so-called), being publicly
recognised as an “ evangelist” by a Presbyterian Church.

~ The spiritual condition of the Churches in Scotland previous
to the great “Revival ” of 1859-62 was deplorable. The clear,
simple Gospel was little known and less preached, whilst
Intense opposition was manifested towards those who professed
to know Christ as their Saviour. It was commonly believed
that “no one could know” his sins forgiven, and those who
Professed to be saved were declared to be “ very presumptuous.”
Brownlow North’s preaching was pre-eminently fitted to reach
such people. He fearlessly and faithfully warned the unsaved
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Brownlow North.

of coming wrath and judgment. Even at his “recognition”
services by the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scot-
land, he spoke very strongly of the sin of unsaved ministers
occupying the pulpits of the Presbyterian Churches.

What was the secret of Brownlow North’s success as a soul-
winner ?  First of all, he was a wholly consecrated man. His
will was entirely surrendered to God, and he made it his daily
business to seek to please Him. He had a clear conception
of God’s holiness and righteousness, and was deeply imbued
with the conviction that the masses of the people were perishing
and could only be saved by sovereign grace. He was a firm
believer in the plenary and verbal inspiration of the Scriptures.
He never looked upon the Bible as containing God’s precious
words mixed up with the words of felow-men. He taught the
doctrine of inspiration as a “question of life and death to the
individual ” believer. He was a Bible student. Hours daily
were spent by him in diligent and prayerful study of the Word.
He earned the title of “the man of the Book.” He was a great
doctrinal preacher. “His eloquence consisted in the clear,
powerful, and earnest statement, exposition, and application of
great doctrines.  His style was terse and plain but unadorned.
He bad no rounded periods, no graceful similes, and no
oratorical peroration.”

Brownlow North had what Harrington Evans avowed to be
the greatest need of his time—*“a deep sense of the reality of the
penal judgment of God.” It was impossible to listen to him
and be uninterested. In our early days we heard him address-
ing crowded congregations in the City Hall, Glasgow. He
seemed to transfix his hearers with terror as he dwelt on the
guilt, danger, and doom of the unsaved. With tears rolling
down his cheeks he carnestly and tenderly entreated them
to flee from the wrath to come. He expounded and en-
forced the necessity of the new birth in order to be a
Christian and presented Christ as the object of faith. As
he exposed the “refuges of lies” under Wthh the unsaved
were hiding; as he spoke of the awful doom of the
Christ neglecter and rejecter, there was manifest anxiety in the
faces of his hearers. His preaching was so intensely realistic,
and his appeals so powerful, that few could fail to be impressed
by the burning, searching words that fell from his lips. One
of his most solemn addresses was on the Rk Man of Luke
16., which was eventually published in book form. He used
to tell his hearers that he was more anxious for their salvation
than many among them were for themselves,
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w..  Brownlow North.

After 21 years of toll he was taken to be with the Lord at
Tullichewan, Dumbartonshire, on the gth of November, 1875,
in the 66th year of his age. Ere he passed away he said to his
old friend, Mr. James Balfour, of Edinburgh, “I have often
thought that the verse on which T would like to die is, ¢ The
Blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin”.”
“That,” he added, “is the verse on which I am now dying.”

Shortly before his home-call the Lord sent D. L. Moody to
gather a harvest of souls, fulfilling the saying, “ God buries His
workmen and carries on His work.”

Let us pray the Lord of the harvest that He would raise up
more labourers of the stamp of Brownlow North. A. M.

BIBLICAL NOTES AND QUERIES.
By Dr. ANDERSON;BERRY, Author of ‘ After Death,” &c,

QuEestioN XVI.— Was our Lord Jesus Christ born at
Christmas?”

O, He was not! 'This Christmas tradition began about

230 years after His birth, and only spread through the

Church slowly during the fourth and fifth centuries. That He

could not have been born on the 25th December, is seen from
such considerations as the following :

(1) His birth came to pass, as far as man was concerned, at
Bethlehem because of the #bal numbering, and the day for
that must have been fixed some considerable time beforehand.
Now, the authorities would avoid fixing a day in a season when
the weather might be stormy, and, by making the roads impass-
able, prevent the tribal numbering being carried out correctly
owing to the difficulties in transit; as our Lord Himself said,
“Pray ye that your flight be not in the winter ” (Matt. 24. 20).

(2) In Asia Minor the pasturing of the flocks by night only
takes place during the warm weather, when owing to the heat
of the sun in the daytime the sheep do not feed, but crowding
listlessly together seek whatever shade there is to be found.
Therefore in Palestine arose the rule of sending out the flocks
to feed by night between Passover and the “former rain”;
that is from the middle of April to the beginning of October.

(3) The Romans, with their wonted care tor the prosperity
of the countries under their rule, would not fix the census dur-
Ing the season of agricultural operations. Roughly speaking,
these extended for a period of fourteen weeks from the middle
of April,

9
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Was Christ Born at Chrisimas?

Thus by a process of exclusion we narrow down the period
during which the tribal numbering could take place to the
months of August and September. In fact, Lewin in his
Fasti Sacri (page 115) fixes the first of August as the probable
date of the birth of our Lord and Saviour. Be this as it may,
we know that shepherds would not be with their flocks in the
fields on the 25th of December, or anywhere near that date.

How, then, did Christmas become so universally recognised
as the birthday of our Lord? Because Christmas was Z4e
birthday par excellence universally recognised throughout the
Pagan world. The birthday of whom? Waell, that depended
upon the country in which you might be. For instance, in
Egypt the son of Isis (the Egyptian title for ‘“the Queen of
Heaven ”) was said to be born at this time. But by whatever
name he might receive locally, as an essential principle of the
old mythology is that the sun is the only one god, the great
original is the sun, the great sustainer of all physical life, and
the only source of all energy on this globe.

For a moment try to imagine the thoughts of the oldtime
inhabitants of this northern hemisphere, the world’s grey fathers,
as they watch the sun getting lower and lower down towards
the horizon. Each day he rises later, and ascending to a lower
place in the heavens, descends to disappear the quicker from
the eyes of his watchers. Will the downward course ever be
stayed ?  WIill the chill gloom breaking forth from the north
finally quench his life-giving rays and the world be left to dark-
ness? We know what happens when we go farther north
where the traveller sometimes dies borne down by an overwhelm-
ing depression born of the sun’s absence. At length, however,
these ancient watchers on some lonely tower or hilltop marked
that the downward progress had been stayed, yet scarce can
they note any upward course until the twenty fifth December.
Hurrah ! he is returning to gladden the earth ; the Lord of the
Day is born again! See, the grim forces of darkness issuing
from the north are driven back before his all-conquering rays !

Now, by means of the branch of science called * Compara-
tive Religion ” we can trace the garb of the tonsured priests,
the lighted candles beside the monstrance or transparent case
in the form of a sun with rays containing the round cakes or
consecrated wafers, and the various ceremonies of the Roman
and Anglican Churches, to their plain origins in the worship of
the sun; and equally in the feasting and other performances at
Christmas* we see the same thing. For instance, it is called
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Was Christ Born at Chrisimas?

“yule-tide ”; now, “yule” is Chaldee for “little child,” and in
the ““yule-log” burned to ashes on Christmas eve, yet reappear-
ing on Christmas day as the little tree laden with gifts for the
children of men,» we have set forth in type and shadow the
“natalis invicti solis "—+¢ke birthday of the unconquered sun.

I mention this as what is symbolically set forth in this yule-
log and Christmas tree is referred to by God in Ezekiel 8. 13-16.
Tammuz is the Babylonian name for * the lamented one,” that
13, the sun at its winter solstice. Hence, whilst the women
wept for Tammuz (for women must weep) towards the north,
the place of darkness, the men are seen worshipping the sun
towards the east, or the place of his rising. Nay more, the
prophet’s expression lower down in the same chapter, “they
put the branch to their nose,” reminds me of another yule-tide
ceremony, the kissing under the mistletoe-bough. The Druids
(and here our science enables us to trace back their belief and
practice to Babylon) regarded the mistletoe as a divine branch
that came down from heaven to grow upon a tree sprung from
the earth.

The reading, therefore, of this religious hieroglyph gives us
‘““the Supernatural Man who is the Branch in whom heaven
and earth are once more reconciled.” And a kiss being the
sign and pledge of peace, reconciliation, and forgiveness, kiss-
ing under the mistletoe-bough was a combined act of worship
and acceptance of the fact set forth. Hence the gladness,
laughter, and merriment.

How remarkable that the frivolous act of to-day hides in its
bosom the act of worship which united the whole Pagan world
in the expectation of its messiah, or as God calls him “ anti-
Christ.” How like Satan to prepare the hearts of men by
popularising, under this apparently frivolous form, what is
indeed a part-of his “ Sacrament of the lie "—his * Do this till
he come!” How solemn! How awful!

And God knew that it would be so, and prepared His people
for it by writing it plainly in His Word. Let us pray again and
again, “ Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous
things out of Thy law.”

CHRIST was no sin-bearer in life. If you add to the pains of
the Cross, you take from it.—w. H.

* Hogmanay i is almost pure Chaldee—*‘ Hog Manai” signifying ** The Feast ot
the Numberer” ; in other words, the memorial feast of Deus Lunus, or Man in
the Moon. 1 nave no space to do more than mention this, which, although ona
different date, is counected with Christmas. See jamieson’s Scottish Dictionary.

IX
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SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.

For Sonpay ScrHooLs, BisLe CrLasseEs, aAND HoME READING.”

In connection with 7he Gospel Scheme of Lessons, we purpose following the
series of Studies entitled, *“ WILDERNESS Wavs AND CANAAN Davs,” with a
course of Y

“LESSONS FROM LIFE IN THE LAND,*

reviewing in a simple way some of the principal events in Israel’s history up to
the captivity, whilst the last, or ** open* Sundays, will be taken up with Studies
from the Gospels.

The Gospel Scheme with Weekly Lessons, Memory Texts, Helpful References,
&ec., 3d. per dozen; 1/6 per 100 post free.

Boys end Girls Almanac contains Lessons, Memory Texts, Daily Text to seek,
Stories, Poetry, Prizes, 6d. per dozen ; 3/6 per 1oc post free.

Boys and Girls Magazine contains the Lessons, Memory Texts each month,
suitable for handing to Class, Halfpeany.

1st January. Read 2 Samuel 5. 1-12, Learn Heb. 10. 12, 13,

DAVID ENTHRONED.

The Kinsman Lord —Reviving recollections—God’s Word must come true—
Shepherd and Captain—Covenaut relations— Complete victory.

AVID is admittedly a type of our Lord Jesus in Iis calling, in His

rejection, and -in His exaltation, subduing all enemies under His

feet, and in His universal reign; consequently we may expect to see in
this lesson teaching regarding King Jesus.

CILAIMS OF KINSHIP. ‘‘Weare thy bone and thy flesh.” So said
all Israel that day. Though for long he had been disowned by the many
and owned by the few, He was now approached as a Kinsman. Jesus,

our Lord, was really Son of Man as well as Son of God—is our Kinsman
Redeenter (Heb. 2. 14),

DEEDS REMEMBERED. ¢ Thou leddest out.”” Recollection ot
deeds wrought for them arise in their memories and are coufessed. The
slaying of Goliath and defeat of the Philistines is a ground of faith in
David’s fitness to rule. So all the works of Jesus, in -overcoming the
devil and releasing out of his grasp, proclaim Jesus worthy to wear
the crown (Rev. 5. g).

DIVINE AUTHORITY RECOGNISED. ¢ The Lord said to thee.”
All things are of God; the good choice of God is at last assented to.
The tall ““ Saul’ was the choice of the people—the shepherd lad, God’s
choice. Tesus is God’s chosen and anointed King (Psalm 2).

A KINGLY SHEPHERD. “Thou shall feed My people and be
Captain.,” Feed as a shepherd and lead as a Captain. Sheep need a
shepherd, warriors a captain. Sheep without a shepherd—helpless
{Mark 6. 34); warriors without a captain—a fleeing mob (1 Kings 22. 17).

A KINGLY COVENANT, ‘“David madea league with them."” Tuto
covenant relationship with the submissive Israelites who now took their
place, David took his. This was right, and the right order. The con-
fession (Rom. 10. ¢), obedience of faith (Rom. 1. 5), and covenant mercies
(Isa. 53. 3) are God’s way of blessing. No bargain first, nor bargain from
the sinner—it was David who made the league.

UNANIMOUS RECOGNITION. “They anointed David.” ‘This
was the third stage in the anointing of David the King: according to
God and of God (r Sam. 16. 12, 13); by Judah (a section of the people
only) in 2 Samuel 2. 4; and now by the whole. So wrought out God's
purpose with David—so will yet God's purpose be fulfilled with Jesus
(Phil. 2, 10, 11). .

' 12
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David’s Devotion.

COMPLETE SUBMISSION. ‘In Jerusalem he reigned.” Not
only in the midst of a willing people, but in the very stronghold of His
enemies, and there will Jesus reign (1 Cor. 15. 25; Rom. 16. 20).

HEAVENLY STABILITY. ‘ David perceived that the Lcrd had
established him king.,”” A contrast to Nebuchadnezzar, who said, ‘“Is
not this great Babylon which I have built?” Even as King of Kings,
the Lord Jesus owns, as Son, that God is ““all in all”’ (1 Cor. 15. 23),

8th January, Read 2 Samuel 6. 1-16. Learn Rev. 21. 3.

DAVID'S DEVOTION. “

A neglected art remembered—A revival of religion—Zealous, but wrong—A
severe lesson—Receiving a blessing—Repentance and restoration— Final glory.

ANY years had elapsed since the Ark of God—that sacred symbol

of the Divine Presence—had found a resting-place at Kirjath-

jearim (1 Sam. 7. 1), and no mention is made of it during all the life of

Saul. To David belongs the credit of stirring up God’s people to seck
its recovery and a place of sacred honour in the midst of them.

THE CHARACTER OF THE ARK. It was the very heart of the
tabernacle worship—a symbol of the Divine Presence. It might be good
to describe it, with its mercy-seat, cherubim, and shekinah glory; its
place of dwelling in the Holy of Holies. Its use should also be explained
—a meeting-place of God with man (Ex. 25.22) onthe ground of atonement.

A GREAT CONVENTION. True godliness seeks much fellowship,
so David gathered the chosen of Israel, 30,000 (see 1 Chron. 13), and con-
sulted with them about what was in his heart. This was a great con-
ference, on a great subject, with a great purpose in view. David’s piety
comes out here—his desire to set God in the midst of the kingdom.

A GRIEVOUS ERROR. Everything in connection with the taber-
nacle had been particularly arranged for, and it was written in the books
of the law. David should have read that law (Deut. 17. 18-20). There it
was written that the ILevites should carry the Ark (Num. 4. 15; 7.9;
10. 21)., David evidently copied the Philistines in putting the Arkona
new cart, drawn by cattle (r Sam. 6). But the Philistines had no Bible;
David had—this made him responsible (Heb. 2. 1).

A SOLEMN LESSON. Uzziah, who was, with his brother Ahio,
driving the cart, put up his hand to steady the Ark, and died. The
joyous procession was stopped, the day of gladness became a day of sad-
ness, all through inattention to God’s Word. Many cases like this (see
Lev. 1o. 1-6; Num, 20. 1-13; 1 Sam. 6. 19; 1 Sam. 15. 22, &c.).

DAVID'S GUILTY FEAR, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom.” It isright to fear the Lord and reverence His presence,
There need be no fear if God is approached in a right way.

A BLESSED RECEPTION. A resting-place was found in this
man’s house, and a remarkable blessing followed the pious reception of
the Ark (see John 1. 12; Luke 1g. 6, 9).

THE PURPOSE ACCOMPLISHED. ‘David went and brought
up the Ai1k.” The report of God’'s goodness led David to repentance
(Romt. 2. 4), and the Ark was brought to its final resting-place in Zion.
We thus see David acting as king over Israel, as servant of God, and
worshipper, bringing God into His true place 1n the midst of His people,
to be the object of their worship and the centre of blessing. All this
foreshadows the mighty work of the Lord Jesus, the end of whose work
we see in our memory verse (Rev. 2I. 3),
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SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.

For Sunpay ScHoors, BIBLE CrLaAssEs, aAND HoMe REaDING,”

In connection with 7he Gospel Scheme of Lessons, we purpose following the
series of Studies entitled, ** WILDERNESS WAYS AND CANAAN Davs,” with a
course of 4

“LESSONS FROM LIFE IN THE LAND,”

reviewing in a simple way some of the principal events in Israel’s history up to
the captivity, whilst the last, or *‘ open *” Sundays, will be taken up with Studies
from the Gospels.

The Gospel Scheme with Weekly Lessons, Memory Texts, Helpful References,
&c., 34, per dozen; 1/6 per 100 post free,

Boys and Giris Almanac contains Lessons, Memory Texts, Daily Text to seek,
Stories, Poetry, Prizes, 6d. per dozen; 3/6 per 100 post free,

Boys and Girls Magazine contains the Lessons, Memory Texts each month,
suitabie for handing to Class, Halfpenny.

1st January. Read 2 Samuel 5. 1-12. Learn Heb. 10. 12, 13,

DAVID ENTHRONED.

The Kinsman TLord —Reviving recollections—God’s Word must cotne true—
- Shepherd and Captain—Covenant relations— Complete victory.

DAVID is admittedly a type of our Lord Jesus in His calling, in His

rejection, and -in His exaltation, subduing all enemies under His
feet, and in His universal reign; consequently we may expect to see in
this lesson teaching regarding King Jesus.

CLAIMS OF KINSHIP. “We are thy bone and thy flesh.” So said
all Israel that day. Though for long he had been disowned by the many
and owned by the few, He was now approached as a Kinsman. Jesus,
our Lord, was really Son of Man as well as Son of God—is our Kinsman
Redeemer (Heb. 2z, 14).

DEEDS REMEMBERED. ‘Thou leddest out.”” Recollection ot
deeds wrought for them arise in their memories and are coufessed. The
slaying of Goliath and defeat of the Philistines is a ground of faith in
David’s fitness to rule. So all the works of Jesus, in -overcoming the
devil and releasing out of his grasp, proclaim Jesus worthy to wear
the crown (Rev. 5. g).

DIVINE AUTHORITY RECOGNISED. ‘ The Lord said to thee.”
All things are of God; the good choice of God is at last assented to.
The tall ** Saul” was the choice of the people—the shepherd lad, God’s
choice. Tesus is God’s chosen and ancinted King {Psalm 2},

A KINGLY SHEPHERD. “Thou shall feed My people and be
Captain.” Feed as a shepherd and lead as a Captain. Sheep need a
shepherd, warriors a captain. Sheep without a shepherd-—helpless
(Mark 6. 34); warriors without a captain—a fleeing mob (1 Kings 22. 17).

A KINGLY COVENANT. “ David madea league with them.” Iuto
covenant relationship with the submissive Israelites who now took their
place, David took his. This was right, and the right order. ‘The con-
fession (Rom. 1o. 9), obedience of faith (Rom. 1. 5}, and covenant mercies
(Isa. 55. 3) are God’s way of blessing. No bargain first, nor bargain from
the sinner—it was David who made the league,

UNANIMOUS RECOGNITION. ‘“They anocinted David.,” This
was the third stage in the anointing of David the King: according to
God and of God (r Sam. 16. 12, 13}; by Judah (a section of the people
only) in 2z Samuel 2, 4; and now by the whole. So wrought out God’s
purpose with David—so will yet God's purpose be fulfilled with Jesus
(Phil. 2. 10, 11).
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David’s Devotion.

COMPLETE SUBMISSION., ‘In Jerusalem he reigned.” Not
only in the midst of a willing people, but in the very stronghold of His
enemies, and there will Jesus reign (1 Cor. 15. 25; Rom. 16. 20).

HEAVENLY STABILITY. ¢ David perceived that the Lcrd had
established him king.” A contrast to Nebuchadnezzar, who said, “Is
not this great Babylon which I have built?” Even as King of Kings,
the Lord Jesus owns, as Son, that God is “all in all” (1 Cor. 15. 28).

8th January, Read 2 Samuel 6, 1-16, Learn Rev, 21, 3.

DAVID'S DEVOTION.

A neglected art remembered—A revival of religion—Zealous, but wrong—A
severe lesson—Receiving a blessing—Repentance and restoration— Final glory.

MANY years had elapsed since the Ark of God—that sacred symbol
of the Divine Presence—had found a resting-place at Kirjath-
jearim (1 Sam, 7. 1), and no mention is made of it during all the life of
Saul. To David belongs the credit of stirring up God’s people to seek
its recovery and a place of sacred honour in the midst of them.

THE CHARACTER OF THE ARK. It was the very heart of the
tabernacle worship—a symbol of the Divine Presence. It might be good
to describe it, with its mercy-seat, cherubim, and shekinah glory; its
place of dwelling in the Holy of Holies. Itsuse should also be explained
—a meeting.place of God with man (Ex. 25.22) onthe ground of atonement.

A GREAT CONVENTION. True godliness seeks much fellowship,
s0 David gathered the chosen of Israel, 30,000 (see 1 Chron. 13}, and con-
sulted with them about what was in his heart. This was a great con-
ference, on a great subject, with a great purpose in view, David’s piety
comes out here—his desire to set God in the midst of the kingdom.

A GRIEVOUS ERROR. Everything in connection with the taber-
nacle had been particularly arranged for, and it was written in the books
of the law. David should have read that law (Deut. 17. 18-20). There it
was written that the Ievites should carry the Ark (Num. 4. 15; 7.9;
10. 21). David evidently copied the Philistines in putting the Ark on a
new cart, drawn hy cattle (r Sam. 6). But the Philistines had no Bible;
David had—this made him responsible (Heb, 2. 1).

A SOLEMN LESSON. Uzziah, who was, with his brother Ahio,
driving the cart, put up his hand to steady the Ark, and died. The
joyous procession was stopped, the day of gladness became a day of sad-
ness, all through inattention to God's Word. Many cases like this (see
Lev. 10. 1-6; Num. 2¢0. 1.13; 1 Sam. 6. 19; 1 Sam, 15. 22, &c.).

DAVID'S GUILTY FEAR. ‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom.” It is right to fear the Lord and reverence His presence.
There need be no fear if God is approached in a right way.

A BLESSED RECEPTION. A resting-place was found in this
man’s house, and a remarkable blessing followed the pious reception of
the Ark (see John 1. 12; Luke 19. 6, 9).

THE PURPOSE ACCOMPLISHED. “David went and brought
up the Ark.” The report of God’s goodness led David to repentance
(Rom. 2. 4), and the Ark was brought to its final resting-place in Zion.
We thus see David acting as king over Israel, as servant of God, and
worshipper, bringing God into His true place in the midst of His people,
to be the object of their worship and the centre of blessing. All this
foreshadows the mighty work of the Lord Jesus, the end of whose work
we see in our memory verse (Rev. 21. 3). - :
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David’s Love.

A YET HIGHER PURPOSE. In the next chapter we see David's
love and devotion expressed in his declared desire and intention to pro-
vide a noble house for God’s dwelling-place. This wotk David was not
permitted to do; it was reserved for his son Solomon, yet it pleased God
to see the zeal for His honour in the heart of His servant.

15th January, Read 2 Sam, 9, 1-13. Learn Eph. 2. 13.
DAVID'’S LOVE.

The covenant of love—The rejected one embraced—The rejected one enthroned
—Heavenly kindness shown on earth—The unworthy and impotent object of
kindness— At the King's table for ever.

THERE is no sweeter or simpler story, brimful of Gospel allegory, to
be found on sacred page than the one before us now. A few of the
points only can, in the space allowed, be noted here

THE UNION OF HEARTS. In 1 Samuel 18, 1~-4 we read of the
heart action out of which the story rises. Jonathan loved David ‘“ as his
own soul,” and in 1 Samuel 20. 13-17 is recorded a covenant made by
Jonathan with David which covered not only their own life-time, but

that of their houses for ever. Im this covenantwe get first the expression
““the kindness of the Lord.”

THE KING'S MEMORY. TFirmly established on his throne, David’s
heart was moved toward the old love and the old covenant. ** The kind- .
ness of God” was the terms of the bargain, an unlimited quantity, and
to be bestowed, not on account of the recipient’s condition or position,
but solely and only ‘‘ for Jonathan’s sake.”

SOUGHT FOR, FOUND, AND BROUGHT. The “house of Saul”
was overthrown and almost extinct. Saul had been David’s inveterate
enemy, yet it was of this family the King would make the subject of
kindness like God’s (Rom. 5. 8§, 10). This subject had to be searched for,
and was found at ILode-bar, a poor cripple, lame in both feet. David
sent and ‘‘ fetched’ him, aud brought him to himself--this is pure
gospel (1 Peter 3. 18).

THE FAR-OFF MADE NIGH. In his royal grace David showed
God’s kindness in bringing Mephibosheth to himself into his own pres-
ence, and to sit at his table, and that for all his days (John 17. 24). Beau-
tiful type of the position and prospects of all who are subjects of divine
grace.

THE ESTIMATE OF SELF. * A dead dog,” unworthy of the King’s
notice; true appreciation of grace acts thus. No reason for kindness to
me in myself is the heartfelt expression of the believer. “I1 am a man
of unclean lips,” said Isaiah ; *“Iam not worthy,” said the prodigal; *“T
am the chief of sinners,” said the apostle,

PROVISION MADE, ALL NEED SUPPLIED. Poor,lame Mephi-
bosheth had his inheritance bestowed upon him, and a retinue of servants
appointed to serve him and supply his wants; add to this that his place
of residence was the King’s palace at Jerusalem, and you have a complete
picture indeed (Eph. 1. 3).

THE CONTINUITY OF GRACE. Mephiboseth did eat confinually,
and emphasis is put on the fact that he was ‘‘lame in both his feet.”
David saw Jonathan in that cripple man, and doubtless never wearied of
the lame one’s deformity ¢ for Jonathan’s sake.” Oh,how sweet toknow
a poor sinner can be loved and borne with ‘ for Jesus’' sake” (r John 2,
12; John 16. 27), and wonderful the assurance that this love and grace
will last to all eternity.
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David’s Declaration.

22ud Janhuary, Read 2 Samuel 23. 1-7. Learn Isaiah 55. 3.

DAVID’S DECLARATION.

A lowly origin -~ Exalted —Anointed—Gifted and a gift—Inspired—The coming
King—His heavenly glory—The earthly blessing— A covenart : Everlasting,
complete, and satisfactory.

THE last words of an aged man, if he be a wise man and has had

much experience, must be interesting and profitable. The subject
of our lesson need not he looked upon as the death-bed utterances of

David, but rather as the sum of his life lessons, and expression of his

hopes and prospects for the future. Looked at from this point of view,

David’s final song is worth careful study.

FROM SHEEP-COTE TO A THRONE. ‘ David, the son of
Jesse.” 'This points back to the home of Bethlehemm, and reminds us of
lowly origin—a poor shepherd boy, a farmer’s son (1 Sam. 7, 8). God in
grace stoops down to lift up the poor (2 Cor. 8. g}, as well as save the lost
(Titus 2. 11). The subject of grace owns the extent of that grace. From
the dunghill to the seat among princes (Psa. 113. 7, 8; 1 Sam. 2. 8; Eph.
2. 4-6).

FITTED OF GOD, REJECTED OF MEN. ¢ The anointed of God.”
In this a type of Jesus, the Messiah (Psalm 2, 2), As David was God's
anointed, and for a tume rejected, so Jesus, the Real Anointed, is now
rejected (Luke 19. 14), and as David ultimately reigned in Jerusalem, so
will Jesus yet reign (1 Cor. 15. 25).

GIFTED BY GOD. ¢ The sweet Psalmist of Israel.”” Poet Laureate
of Gad’s people—gift o the people for their benefit (Ephes. 4. 11), and the
voice back of the people in their praises to God. The words were David’s,
and yet God’s. It is better thus—Ilike a “rock’’ is God, and like a
“rock ” His word (Matt. 7. 24). Heaven and earth pass away, but God’s
word endureth (Mark 13. 31).

THE COMING KING. “There shall be One that ruleth” (R.V.).
God’'s own King comes into prophetic view here—the only King Jesus
(1 Tim, 6. 15). ‘The very One who was crowned with thorns to save will
be crowned with many crowns to judge and reign (Rev. 19. 13}, See also
Daniel 7. 4.

A RIGHTEOUS, GLORIOUS, AND HAPPY REIGN. ¢ Right-
eously (R.V.) in the fear of God.” This is the character of Christ’s reign
(Isaiah 32, 1). ‘ He shall be as the light of the morning.” A beautiful
figure—the dark night past, and the bright sun shining in a cloudless
sky, ushering in eternal day (Malachi 4. 2). ‘ Asthe tender grass.” Not
only the heavens shining, but the earth will respond, and the cursed
thorns and briars will disappear (Isaiah 55.13), and the whole creation
share the glory (Rom. 8. 21). Happy time, and happy they who share it.

AN UNFAILING COVENANT. Although my house, that is,
David’s natural children, may and did fail, yet God’s purpose and pro-
mise never could. It was ¢ ordered in all things,” and * sure.” KEven
the failure and sin were covered and provided for in the covenant of God
(Psa. 8g. 34). Jesus sealed and confirmed His covenant in His own blood
(Luke 22, 20), and it is now an everlasting covenant (Heb. 13. 20), and
sure and steadfast (Heb. 6. 19).

ALL I NEED AND ALL I WANT. ‘Thisis all my salvation and
desire,” Complete and satisfactory: no mixture, no rivalry; Christ is
ALL and IN ALL.

SOME NOT PARTAKERS. ‘“Sons of Belial.” Words of warning
here. Salvation so great, who shall lose it ? (Heb. 2, 3). * They shall be
thrust away.” ‘‘They shall be utterly burned with fire.,” The reign of
Christ is the destruction of the impenitent unbeliever (Psa. 2), ‘
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Come and See.

2gth January. Read 1 John 1. 35-51. Learn Rev, 22, 17,

COME AND SEE.

Home circle first—New names for new characters—Called by Jesus —Testifying
of Jesus—Imperfect testimony blessed—Messiah identified—Future glory.
THE present lesson is an interesting glimpse of Jesus as the centre

of attraction and the gathering unto Himself of a little band of
admiring followers, who coming to Him, saw in Him the long-looked
for Messiah and the Lamb of God to bear away the sins of the world.
BEGINNING AT HOME., Friends and relations first (Luke 8. 39).
Andrew is not a patron saint, but a pattern saint in this, that, having
found Christ himself, he sought his own brother and told him of his
great discovery—the Christ—and brought Simon to Jesus.

OMNISCIENCE NAMING THE COMING ONES. We are re-
minded of Adam in Eden putting names on all he saw, using his wisdom
in that work. Jesus to everyone who comes to Him can at once give a
name fitting to their character. ‘ Thou art,” shows He knows what Zas
been; ‘‘Thou shalt be,” that He knows what is yet to be,

“FOLLOW ME!"” Philip was next brought into the circle; he was
of the same place {Bethsaida) as Andrew and Peter—possibly a com-
panion of theirs. Did Andrew and Peter expect this, oraskit? Two of
one family, three out of one village, gathered to Jesus,

THE YOUNG DISCIPLE’'S TESTIMONY. ‘“We havefound Him,”
said Philip to Nathaniel, ““ of whom Moses in the law and the prophets
did write,” showing that Philip read his Bible, and was able to see in
Jesus, in so short a time, the expected and predicted Messiah. God had
opened Philip’s eyes (Matt. 11. z5; Matt, 16. 17; John 7.45). The picture
ot Jesus is portrayed on the page of the Old Testament, and Philip saw
Jesus there; yet he made a mistake in saying Jesus of Nazareth, son of
Joseph. Philip was imperfectly informed, for Jesus was son of David,
of Bethlehem. 'This Nathaniel knew (see John 7. 52), and said that
Nazareth was surely wrong. Philip’s answer was wisely simple: ““ Come
and see.” There is no better way of teaching than bringing into the
presence of the Person of Jesus {John 4. 29, 42). See also Luke 19. 3.

THE REVEALER AND THE REVEALED. As in the case of
Peter, when Nathaniel was brought to Jesus he found One who knew
him, could tell who he was, his character, and what he had been doing
{(¥Ieb. 4. 13). This isabundantly shown in John’s Gospel. In the reveal-
ing of Nathaniel to himself, Jesus’ own Person shone out—His divinity,
His royalty, was apprehended by the * Israelite indeed.” Note the force
of the word *‘indeed.” Contrast with ‘“in name” or in nationality only.

THE FUTURE ISRAEL GLORY. Jacob's dream {Gen. 28)1s shown
to be yet unaccomplished. It shall yet be fulfilled, and helievers will see
it, and are Jooking forward to it. Blessed ‘‘coming,” * finding,” and
‘' seeing.” Coming to Jesus, the Lamb of God, Son of God, finding Him,
and in Him eternal life and glory; seeing in Him not only the dying,
sin-bearing One, but the living, risen, glorified, and coming King.

sth February, Read 1 Kings 3. 5-15. ' Learn Deut. g. 13.

SOLOMON’S WISE CHOICE.

A gracious and great offer —The childlike spirit—Seeking the truest boon—
Giving pleasure to God——Accompanying gifts.

AVID. God’s chosen king, has passed away, leaving his testimony

of God’s goodness past and to come behind him; and his son

Solomon occupies his prominent place. A great opportunity for good or

2vil is before that young inan. How will he use it? So in measure
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Solomon’s Wise Choice.

before every young person lie a lifé on earth and a future beyond it to be
either a blessing or a curse.

GOD'S GRACIOUS WAY. ‘““The Lord appeared to Solomon in a
dream.” God of old, before Bible revelation was complete, often dealt
with man in dreams (Job 33. 14-16), as at the outset of Jacob’s life at
Bethel (Gen, 28. 12), to Joseph (Gen. 37. 5, g), and to Pharaoh, Nebuchad-
nezzar, and others. Note the grace of God in thus offering him the choice
of all that God could out of His great riches give His young servant. No
special visit is now needed ; the like offer stands good in God’s Word
to.day (John 16. 23, 24}.

OPPORTUNITY TRIES AND REVEALS. Doubtless the Lord
knew Solomon’s heart and could put this opportunity within his reach,
Not every man can be trusted to choose. Remember Lot’s choice (Gen.
13. 11), HEsau’s choice (Heb. 12. 16), Herod’'s wife's daughter's choice
(Mark 6. 23), the people’s choice (Luke 23. 18). God help all to make
Mary’s choice (Luke ro. 42).

THE GREAT SOURCE OF GOOD. ‘ Thou hast shewed . . great
mercy.” Solomon in his reply calls to mind and confesses that his father
David received all from God’s store of mercy—not his own merit—and
Solomon’s own position was just a continuance and sequel to that same
mercy. God’s mercy to the father and God’s mercy to the son. The
covenant holds good to all related to the head (Rom. 5. 1, 2).

A CHILDLIKE SPIRIT. “Iam but a little child. ... I know not,”
This is a mark of a converted otie (Matt, 18. 3}. *“ Of such is the king-
dom of heaven” (Mark 10. 14). A truly great confession. A deep sense
cf our ignorance is the highest wisdom ¢1 Cor. 8. 2). The going out and
coming in need the guidance and instruction of true wisdom (Eph, 5. 13).

A GREAT BLESSING SOUGHT. “An understanding heart.”
Passing by riches, honour, fame, and all outward showy things, Solomon
sought the best of gifts—good for himself, good for his people, and pleas-
ing to God. The condition of the heart is of the most vital importance;
as a compass to a ship, as a mainspring and regulator to a watch, is the
heart in man’s life; if wrong there, all is wrong (Prov. 4. 23 ; Rom. r0. 10},
God is pledged to give an answer to such a petition (James 1. 5); a wise
child is a father’s delight (Prov. 10. 1),

HOW TO PLEASE GOD. ¢ The speech pleased the Lord.,” How
often man’s choice and speech have grieved the Lord. The highest
pleasure anyone can give to God is the acceptance of His Son as Saviour,
and the desire to know more of Him (Luke . 33).

ABOVE WHAT WE ASK OR THINK. ¢“[Ihavealsogiven thee.”
If the right things are sought after, they come not alone., *‘ Seek ye first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
added unto you’’ {Matt. 6. 33).

Our lesson should then teach the benefit ot wise desires; to the un-
saved, God waits to bestow freely the best of all gifts, eternal life in
Christ Jesus, a salvation procured by the work of the Lord Jesus Christ;
to the saved, that wisdomm fitting for a child of God, pleasing to Him and
beneficial to all men.

12th February. Read 1 Kings 8. 54-63. Learn Psalm 72. 17.

SOLOMON'S GREAT WORK.

A work finished; costly; God honouring and man blessing—Rest of God—
Faithfulness of God—Praise, prayer, and peace—A great feast.

OUR present lesson has orits subject the king in his glory in the
presence of the temple he had built, and in the midst of God’s chosen
people gathered round it. The central thought is the temple building
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Solomon’s Great Work.

newly finished in all its fitness for use in God’s service and worship—
the work of the glorious king, fruit of his peaceful reign. David’s toil
and work and Solomon’s exalted glory form together a duplex type of
Christ’s great work. ' '

A FINISHED WORK. We see in the femple building a finished
work. It had been a long time in preparation and progress. ‘The plan
had been great, and much toil and wisdom involved, but now it was fin-
ished. This reminds us of a greater work. ‘ Finished’ (John 1g. 30)
so far as redemption work is concerned, yet being carried on to comple-
tion by the glorified Christ. ‘

A COSTLY WORK. It had been a costly work. The gold, silver,
stones, and timber were of untold value, yet were of no value when we
think of the precious blood of Christ (r Peter 1. rg; Acts zo. 28).

GOD-GLORIFYING WORK. It had been a God-honouring work
in that in the view of all the nations, as well as in the midst of Israel,
God had his place of worship set up. Solomon’s work, however, is not
to be compared with the work of Chuist in glorifying God (John 17. 3) in
the past, at present, and in the future. '

A BLESSED WORK. It was a work conveying blessing to the
people. God in His place, and honoured, issure to result thus. Having
concluded his prayer at the dedication of the finished temple, Solomon
rises from his kuees, and facing the people, blessed them with  loud
voice. In this heis a type of the Lord Jesus, who went to heaven with
uplifted hands of blessing (Luke 24. 51), whose hands are now uplifted
in God’s presence for us (Heb. 7. 25), and who will come in like mauner
(Acts 1. 11).

A PEACEFUL WORK. “ Hath given rest.” This is a great bless-
ing —the opposite of disquietude and trouble, war and alarm, as well as
freedom from burdened labour. Christ gives it (Matt. 11. 28), and we
receive it or enter into it by faith (Heb. 4. 3). Rest is consequent on
finished work (Gen. 2. 2 ; Heb. 1. 3).

THE UNFAILING WORD. ¢“There hath not failed one word.”
Much had been promised (Deut. 12. 9-12}, and all had been fulfilled. It
will always be so. God will perform all His counsel (Matt. 24. 35).
““ Not failed ™ is a beautiful expression ; all the trust that can be reposed
in any word of God will be fully justified. Christ is the unfailing God
(Heb. 1. 12} ; His Word the unfailing Word—**a faithful word ”’ (1 Tim.
1. I5).

THE DIVINE PRESENCE DESIRED. ‘“The Iord our God be
with us.,” From praise Solomon glides into prayer that God should be
with them, and ** not leave nor forsake them,” that covenant mercy be
given them, and, further, that ** hearts may be inclined to Him ’-—a beau-
tiful condition of Enoch-like communion. What a wonder that Christ’s
atoning work makes this possible (1 John 1, 7).

A TIME OF FEASTING. A sacrifice of peace offerings. A great
feast followed the completion and dedication of the temple—before the
Lord and unto the Lord. Note the character of the offering, in which
three parties received a portion—part on the altar, God's portion ; part
to the priest, and the rest to the offerer (Lev. 3). Christ is here fore-
shadowed —the fruit and end of His work portrayed. God, Christ, and
man in joyous, eternal feasting all through His great and glorious Per-
son and work.

“ Outlines” and ** Tales worlh Telling” are held over in order to give our
' Subjects for Sunday. '
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

My Individaal Responsibility.-—Daniel Webster, the
American statesman, on being asked what was the most
important question which ever occupied his attention, at
once replied, “ My individual responsibility,” ¢ So then
every one of us shall give an account of himself to God”
(Rom. 14. 12). *“DBe ye ready!”

Defying God.——The great Napoleon remarked that he
had observed that ‘ God was always on the side of big
battalions.” So he set out to conquer Russia with probably
the biggest battalions ever known in Europe, only to leave
the bones of 400,000 men to bleach on the snowy steppes
and to return a ruined emperor with a lost empire. ‘The
enemy said . . . my hand shall destroy them. Thou didst
blow with Thy wind . . . they sank as lead in the mighty
waters” (Exodus 15. 9, 10). Don't trifle with God.

The Calm Man.—A man in England was being tried on
a serious charge. The lawyer proved his case, he remained
calm; the jury returned a verdict of guilty, he remained
calm ; the judge passed a severe sentence, he remained calm.
Then he quietly produced the Royal pardon which he had
by some means obtained. That explained his calmness.
‘“ Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God”
(Rom. 5. 1), and being possessed of the Royal pardon, can
remain perfectly calm.

Abundant Grace.—A man in Ireland, convicted of sin,
was on the point of ¢ believing ” when the devil raised his
oft-repeated objection: ¢ If you believe, you could not keep
it. What about to-morrow?” The worker dealing with

him pointed to a water-mill near by. ¢ What turns the
wheel to-day?” ¢ The stream.” “What will turn the
wheel to-morrow? ”  * The stream.” ¢ And the days after?”

“The stream.” The anxious one was led to see that there
was abundant grace to save, keep, and meet all need.
* Wherefore He is able . . . to sdve . . . to the utter-
most ” (Heb. 7. 25). “The same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever ” (Heb. 13. 8). “I will trust and not be afraid.”

Sunday Christians.—A Christian travelling in America
was met with the objection : ¢ Lots of people are only Sun
day Christians. Knowing an out-and-out Christian in the
district, he simply replied, “ What about Frank Lloyd?”
““Oh, he’s a Monday Christian,” was the immediate rejoinder.
“ Always abounding ” (1 Cor. 15. 58) is the telling life.
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Outlines of Scripture Studies.

THE COMMON SALVATION. |
“Be it known unto you, therefore, men and brethren, that through
this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all
that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be
justified by the law of Moses™ (Acts 13. 38, 39).
HERE I3

A Royal proclamation, ‘¢ Preach.”
- A purchased salvation,
¢ Through this man."”
A personal salvation, ** Unto you.”
A plenteous salvation,
¢ All that believe.”

TRUST IN THE LORD.
{Psa. 118. 8; 125. 1.)
1 Trust in the Lord at
all times, - - Psa. 62. 8
2 Trust Him tor strength, Isa. 26. 4
3 Trust Him for guid-
ance, - - - Psa. 37. §
4 Trust Him in the dark, Isa. 50. 10
5 Trust Him with all

thine heart, - - Pro. 3. §
6 Trust Him though He
slay thee, - - Job 13. 15

7 The Lord knoweth
them that trust Him, Nah. 1. %
E.A H.

A present salvation, ‘“ /s preached.”
A perfect salvation,
‘¢ Are justified from all things.”
A peerless salvation,
* Could not be justified by the
law of Moses.” J.M‘A.

MEN AND ANGELS.
A CONTRAST.

1 Made LOwER than the angels
(Heb. 2. 7). Lower than the
angels, in that he was subject
to death.

2 EqQuaL to the angels (Luke zo.
36). Equalto the angels, beiny
brought by resurrection into a
deathless state.

3 SUPERIOR to the angels (1 Cor.
6. 3). Superior to angels,
because the saints will yet be .
called by God to judge angels.

T. B.

L1 MADB.’S

The Lord Jesus (the Word) made all things, ~ « -
By Him also He (God) 7ade the worlds, - . -

- John 1. 3,
- Heb. 1. 2,

By Him were all things created that are in heaven and that are in earth
all things were created for Him and by Him.

But to provide salvation He was

Made flesh, - - - John 1. 14
s of a woman, - Gal. 4.4
,y of the seed of
David, - - Rom. 1. 3
4y in the likeness of
man, - - Phil. 2. 7
» of no reputation, Phil. 2.7
45 a little {or for a
little while} lower
than angels, - Hebh. 2.7
»» under the law, ~ Gal. 4.4
- 5y acurse forus, -« Gal 3. 13

s» to besin forus, 2 Cor. 5. 21

After Resuxfrection He was
Made bvoth Lord and
Christ, - - Acts 2. 36
s S0 much better

than angels, - Heh. 1. 4
sy Surety of a better

testament, - Heb. 7. 22
5y apriest . .. after

the power of an

endless life, Heb. 7. 15, 16
s the Head of the

corner, - -~ 1 Pet.2.y
y» most blessed for

ever, - - - Psa. 21. 6

. Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom,

vighteousness, sanctification, and redemption (1 Cor. 1. 30).

D.T.B.
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SELF-SUPPORTING MISSIONARIES.

« THERE are many places in the ‘foreign field’ where this is
not possible, but, on the other hand, there are countries suc_h
as the Argentine Republic where Christian men can earn their
living, and at the same time have the privilege of obeying the
Master’s command to preach the Gospel to those who have
never heard it.”—w, c. K. T.

W. C. K. TORRE

AND THE

QUILMES ORPHANAGE, BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA
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W. C. K. TORRE AND THE QUILMES ORPHANAGE

C. K. TORRE was born in 1853 at B1rmmgham and
* was the eldest son of Nicholas K. Torre, a clergy-
man of the Church of England. He was educated at St.
John’s College, Hurstpierpoint, having obtained the Gilbert
Scholarship given by the Bishop of Chichester. At the age of
seventeen he entered the London offices of the South-Eastern
Railway Company, where he remained nineteen years, resigning
his position at the end of that period to go out to the Argentine
Republic, one of the South American Republics of growing
importance, with 10,000 miles of railway, millions of British
money invested, and hundreds of English-speaking residents.

During the early years of his life Mr. Torre sought enjoy-
ment in the pleasures of the world, and did so in no half-
hearted manner. He owed his conversion to the faithful and
persistent endeavours of a fellow-clerk, who used every oppor-
tunity to bring his friend to the knowledge of Christ as his
Saviour. These efforts were at length rewarded, for the two
friends went together one day to a meeting for men held in
Cannon Street Hotel, when the faithful preaching of Canon
Hay Aitken led to his conversion at the age of twenty-five.
| Work for Christ was soon definitely begun in the evenings
- after his day’s work was done, and in the Sunday-school. In
1879 he married Alice A. Woodman who had greatly influenced -
him for Christ. Mr. and Mrs. Torre, having settled down in
the neighbourhood, began to attend the meetings at Clapton
Hall, where they were soon received into the fellowship of that
assembly,

Interest in South America was first awakened by an address
from J. H. L. Ewen in 1887. Becoming burdened with the
fact that there are millions of men and women there who had
never heard the Gospel, Mr. Torre felt that there was a
responsibility resting upon him, and that he must do all in his
power to meet it. Eventually he obtained a business situation
~in a railway in Buenos Aires (the capital of Argentina and the
largest Spanish-speaking city in the world) and with wife and
three little ones he sailed for that port in 188¢9. The main
part of the work has been in the thickly-populated Barracas
district of Buenos Aires. The first-fruits of the preaching
were men of stamina and reliable character. These have
 steadily grown in grace, and now form a band of workers
- whose help and co-operation in the many branches of the work
. are invaluable. There are three halls for meetings, and a
movable wooden tent, capable of seating g5oo persons, was
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W. C. K. Torre and the Quilmes Orphanage.

erected in one of the many districts where there has never
been any Gospel testimony hitherto. Mr. Torre also started
open-air Gospel services in Buenos Aires, which are well
attended ; and many owe their conversion to these gatherings.
This is a somewhat remarkable feature of the work, as there
‘are not many foreign countries (especially ‘Roman Catholic
ones) where this is allowed. Over 100 believers of twelve
different nationalities form the church roll.

BACK VIEW OF QUILMES ORPHANAGE, BUENOS AIRES,

Showing windmill which has just been added to give a good supply of
pure water, an inestimable blessing in a country like Argentina.

The printing-press has been busy for years freely circulating
far and wide evangelical literature, of which there is a great
dearth in all Spanish-speaking countries. Mr. Torre publishes
two periodicals, Rayos de Luz (‘“Rays of Light”) and £/
Lstudiante (*“ The Student ). The former is a Gospel paper,
and the latter is for the building up of believers. A new
printing machine has just been donated by a Christian.

23
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W. C. K. Torre and the Quilmes Orphanage.

THE QUILMES ORPHANAGE.

Mrs. Torre has been a true helpmate to her husband in all
things, and joyfully shares in his labours; but she has taken
up, as her special work for God, an orphanage at Quilmes, a
suburb of Buenos Aires. The founding of the orphanage in
November, 1894, was mainly due to the fact that two destitute
children, one of Italian and the other of Spanish parentage,
were brought under notice, the dying mother in each case
pleading with the workers to care for her little one. This led
them to think how much such an institution was needed, where
destitute children of all nationalities could be received, shel-
tered, trained, and educated. When first this need was urged,
there seemed little or no possibility of it being realised ; but
the example of the late Mr. George Miiller, of Bristol, was a
great incentive to commence a work here for benefiting poor,
neglected little ones, and of proving that God is the hearer
and answerer of prayer, and that He honours the faith of His
believing children, as well as faithfully keeps His promises to
them.

“After much thought, and prayerful consideration, a small
“house was taken in Quilmes, and a kind-hearted matron was
found who would take care of the children. On the r1oth
November, 1894, the Home was opened with four children,
the .two girls mentioned above, and two boys, whom friends
interested in them had asked to be taken in.  During the first
month the number was doubled, and by the end of the first
year, eighteen children were being cared for. In May, 1896,

~ the number of children still increasing, it became necessary

. to move into a more commodious house, and after much diffi-
" culty one was found which seemed to be very suitable. The
additional rooms and accommodation were very useful, but the
house was anything but healthy, and our children were ill several
times while we were there. .

“ Just about this time the Good Shepherd took one of the little
boys, Enrique Kyster, to Himself. It was a very sad time, but
we believe it meant spiritual life to some of those left behind.
We often look back to the eighteen months spent in that house
as the saddest time m the history of the Orphanage, but, on the
other hand, we had more spiritual blessing in that house than
in any in Whlch we have lived. We had more cases of sickness
after the death of Enrique, and it was a long time before we
could find a really suitable house for the children, but at last
one was offered to us. The rapid improvement in the health’
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W. C. K. Zorrve and the Quilmes Orphanage.

and appearance of the children made us quite sure we were in
the right place, although at times we longed for more room.
This was especially the case in the winter, when we could not
of course use the corridors for classes. After living in it a year,
two friends very kindly offered to provide funds to buy the
house and grounds for the children, so that we now have a good
brick building with accommodation for 29 orphans.

“We seek to treat the work as God’s, acknowledging Him as
the Founder and Administrator, and we lay great stress on two
subordinate laws of conduct ; first, that as the Holy Scriptures
are the express revelation of His will, no measures should be
admitted or permitted in His work that are not according to
His Word ; and, secondly, that as the Throne of Grace is the
eternal storehouse of human supplies, appeal is to be made to
God alone for funds to carry on His work. He has graciously
rewarded the simple faith and trust in Him. It is over ten
years since the work was begun, and we have never had to ask
for money except at the Throne of Grace. Month by month
the money comes in, generally just sufficient to pay the bills.

“ A very interesting 1acident occurred recently. The Muni-
cipality have had the road paved in which the Orphanage is
situated, and they sent us a bill of 338 dollars (equal to nearly
£,30) as our proportion of the cost. Where was this money to
come from? We only had enough for the month’s bills. The
Throne of Grace was our resort. God, who had heard us for
ten years about the need of these children, would hear our cry.
We prayed, and the children prayed, and very soon I received
a cheque for £ 5o from a gentleman in England, who, of course,
knew nothing of the present need. Thus God sent us enough
to pay for the paving, and something over to help us to meet
next month’s expenses. Moreover, Mrs. Torre saw the Mayor
to know why the Quilmes Orphanage was expected to pay such
a large amount. The result was a very kind reception, and
when we went to pay the account we were handed 100 dollars
(paper) as a donation from the Mayor and Municipality for the
Quilmes Orphanage, so we ‘praise the Lord for all that is past,
and trust Him for all that’s to come.””

MELcHISEDEC does not recognise Lot in Genesis 14. He gets
no blessing, no bread, no wine. What a rebuke: yet after all
he goes back to Sodom. As far as his testimony was con-
cerned, he was dead and buried, and never rose.—R. C. C.
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BIBLICAL NOTES AND QUERIES.
" By DR. ANDERSON-BERRY, Author of “ After Death,” &c., &c.
" QUESTION XVIL—¥ And they had also Jokn to their minister”

(Acts 13. 5). Does this mean that John acted as a private
chaplain ?

HE word here translated ‘‘minister” is a very interesting
one. Words, like human beings, have histories. Some
become prosperous and attain to honourable positions. Others
seem to fall into bad ways, and through evil associations become
degraded and debased. Whilst a few die out and leave no
trace behind except in that book of genealogical fables, the
Lexicon. Take, for instance, the word “villain” ; that word
began well as the term for villager, farm servant; but, alas! it
had one bad association—it was connected with the idea of
serfdom or slavery, for the villager or farm-servant in the days
of its youth was a feuwdal serf, and although that did not mean
actually a slave, yet it implied a sort of bondship or dependence
on the will of another. Thus to-day it means ‘“ a basely wicked
person,” ready to commit any crime or series of crimes.. Yet
let us not forget what John Ruskin says: “Men are . . . not
made villains by the commission of a crime, but were villaing
before they committed it.” As that all-wise Book the Bible
- says: They “walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that
now worketh in the children of disobedience.” They be villains
that are “feudal serfs” of the “god of this world,” whatever
honourable name their fellow-serfs be pleased to give them.

But in the Greek word  puperetes,” which is translated in
the Authorised Version variously, as for instance :

Jobhn 18. 36— Then would my servants fight.”

Acts 5. 26— Then went the captain with the officers.”

Acts 13. 5—*They had also John to their minister.”

1 Cor. 4. 1—° Let a man so account of us as of the ministers

of Christ.”

We have an illustration of the other kind, of a “ word’s
ascent.” Coming from the verb * eressd,” #o 7ow, it originally
meant @ rower, as distinguished from a soldier in a war galley.
Then in course of time it came to denote a Zerald or orderly,
and it is in such a sense that it is applied to John Mark in the
passage quoted. But as a plant transferred to a suitable soil
and favourable atmosphere burgeons and blossoms forth into
fruitful glory, so this word (and its case is not singular), trans-
planted into the rich loam and beautiful surroundings of the
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Jokn as a Private Chaplainm, .

Gospel, comes from signifying what was the lowest and vilest
of humanity, a galley-slave, to denote that highest and noblest
office a created being can aspire to—* a minister of Christ.”

I think everyone of my readers knows what a humming-bird
is like. If you visited the tropics you would see these richly
jewelled birds flit hither and thither in the sunlight gleaming
with all the colours of the rainbow, one of the most beautiful
things in the world. But the student of natural history knows |
that these lovely birds belong to the family of that dun-coloured
bird of the northern regions—the swift. How comes it, then,
that the dun-coloured swift becomes the gorgeous hummmg—
bird? Students of nature tell us that in all probability the
dun-coloured family of swifts became beautiful through a long
course of time in this way: Some of the tribe found their way
southwards, and there, instead of the dreary surroundings of
their northern home, they found themselves surrounded by
those lovely tropical flowers the glory of which words fail me
to describe. They cannot help being affected by these gorgeous
colours as they flit hither and thither drinking nectar from
gleaming calyces bedecked with colours the Creator alone could
give. Thus they become alive to the attractiveness of colour.
I need not dilate upon the mode in which this would change
the dun-coloured birds into the resplendent courtiers of the
sun we admire to-day. Be this as it mayj, it illustrates the effect
surroundings have, just as words brought into the service of -
the Saviour lose their evil meaning and become enriched by
fellowship with Christ. And so should we. The effects that
flow from ‘“looking unto Jesus” are in accordance with the
best scientific principles of to-day ; better than that, they are
sure. To use a word that is now dead and buried amongst the
dust of dead ages, there is such an “occamy” in fellowship
with the Lord Jesus that the meanest wretch ever born brought
~within the range of its wonder-working power becomes changed
into the very likeness of his Lord. John Mark, although a
fairly well-to-do young man, did a good thing when he became
the courier of Paul and Barnabas. We see the effect of that
company-keeping in after days. See to it that we be also wise,
and keep company with Jesus and His disciples.

WHEN you have a heart full of love to Jesus Christ, then you
will have power to win others to Him.
Sin puts out the eyes of men’s souls, blinding them to all
that is morally and spiritually beautiful.
27
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DOES TRACT DISTRIBUTION PAY?—XIil.

MONGST the leadings of the Holy Spirit which may be
encouraging to tract distributors was that of my going
out to distribute leaflets. Feeling depressed and in need of
encouragement, I waited on God that He might show His
approval or otherwise. In going my rounds I was very much
encouraged at the-manner they were received. Noticing two
ladies seated reading, I hesitated as to whether I should disturb
them, still T drew towards them and offered leaflets. 1 was
asked to sit down, one of them assuring me ““that I could not
be cngaged in a better branch of the Lord’s work, and that
a tract had teen the means of her conversion fifteen years ago.”
In this I saw clearly the Lord’s approval.

A few days later they told me how that, on leaving the hotel,
on meeting again on the Sunday, they were much depressed,
and before going out they knelt and asked God to direct some-
one to speak with them, so that after I had left they could
heartily praise God for such a direct answer to their prayers.
I then told them of my experience, and how I was encouraged
by the words they had spoken to me.

When in a train a week or so later I was led to hand leaflets
to those in the compartment, all receiving them till coming to
a gentleman who refused them, saying: “1 do not read tracts,
I read God’s Word ; tracts being man’s writing, are confusing
and misleading.” In the hearing of those who received the
leaflets, I had the joy of being able to refer to the testimony
above. And then, how that forty years ago, when deeply con-
cerned about my soul’s salvation, a fract was given to me whickh
was the means of leading me to a portion of God’s Word (John
5. 24), which gave me such a knowledge and assurance of my

salvation that I have been praising God ever since. R. J.
Gteystones, Co, Wicklow.

PEARLS FROM TWO PATRIARCHS,

R. C. CHAFMAN AND W, HAKE.

Taxe away Time from Etermity, and you have as much left
as ever.—w. H.

If you want to fare well, you must feed well—w. =H.

Subtraction 1s addition, and division is multiplication.—w.H.
[Re¢ giving money.]

David not only confessed his sin to God, but called himself
afool.—r. c. c.

In Psalm 51 we get complete self-knowledge and complete
self-condemnation.—Rr. ¢, c.
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A Precious Old Promise.

.- The Shepherd who &leeds is the Shepherd who feeds, and He
is the Shepherd who Zeads.—w. B,

‘We ought to be the pleasure-ground of the King of Glory. -
—R. C. C.

It’s one thing to have indwelling sin, and another to have
outbreaking sin.—w. H,

Unbelief makes me at home in the world and a stranger in
God’s presence. Belief (faith) makes me a stranger in the
world and at home in His presence.—R. c. C.

A PRECIOUS OLD PROMISE.

He hatb said—*' I will never leave thee nor forsake thee” {(Heb. 13. 5)

¢ will never, never leave ;—
To thy heart this promise take,
Though sometimes thy ways may grieve Me,
I will never thee forsake.

I will never, never leave thee,
For I gave My life for thee,
And T know thou dost receive Me
In thy heart’s sincerity.

When temptations fierce assail thee,
I thy Sun and Shield will be ;

Never shall My mercy fail thee,
Only put thy trust in Me.

When by storms thou art o’ertaken,
And thy path 1s lone and drear,

Say not then, ‘I am forsaken '—
Fear thou not, for I am near.

Should the last dark flood surround thee,
In thy latest feeble breath,

I will fold My arms around thee,
And will bear the over death.

No, I'll never, never leave thee,
While on earth thy feet shall roam,
Till T to Myself receive thee
In My Father’s heavenly home.

Then 'mid scenes of untold glory,
Through a bright eternity,
Thou shalt read life’s wond’rous story,
- How I walked on carth with thee.”
.. ‘Barrow-in-Furness. T. ROBINSON.
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

All Converted.—During the Welsh Revival one who had
been accustomed to drink beer out of the teapot testified:
“ God has converted me, converted the wife, and converted the
teapot.” Truly a manifestation of the truth of God, *All
things new ” (2 Cor. 5. 17).

Gold for Iron.—When the war chest of Frederick the
Great was exhausted he appealed to the women of Germany to
lay their jewels on the altar of patriotism, promising to give in
return jewels of iron bearing the scription, “ Gold for iron for
the sake of the Fatherland.” Thus originated the much
coveted “Order of the Iron Cross.” This principle holds
good in God’s kingdom (Matthew 19. 29).

As Tall as Goliath.—A little boy approached his mother
~and said: “ Mamma, I am as tall as the giant, I am nine feet
high.” ¢ Oh, how did you find that out, dear?” exclaimed the
- surprised mother. “Well, I measured myself with a little rule
of my own, and I am nine feet high.” Alas! how many men
and women follow the little boy’s method, and measure them-
selves with a little rule of #kesr own. “ Measuring themselves
by themselves” (2 Cor. 10. 12), instead of accepting God’s
measurement (Rom. 3. 10-19).

A Son or an Enemy.—The captain of an ocean liner had
just finished reading prayers when he was approached by a
converted passenger who enquired, “ Captain, are you a son or
an enemy?” ‘Well, I am not an enemy, but certainly I cannot
say I am a son!” ¢Captain, it must be one or the other,”
replied the passenger, and left. The captain was awakened,
went to his cabin, got down his Bible, and was not long till,
through faith in Christ, he who had up till that time been an
“enemy” (Col. 1. 11) could exclaim, “ Beloved, now are we
the sons of God” (1 John 3. 2). Which are you—‘“enemy”
or “son?”

Can you Undo?—“Can I do anything for you?” asked a
chaplain as he passed a soldier dying in hospital. “Can you
undo anything for me?” queried the soldier. “I taught a
comrade to drink, I led him into sin. He was shot in the
first battle. Can you undo that, sir?” There is only One can
undo, the Lord Jesus Christ. “The Blood of Jesus Christ,
His Son, cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1. 7)

If God was Driver.—“Would you be afraid to have a
chariot of fire with you to heaven as Elijah had?” asked a
teacher of his class of boys. “Not if God was the driver,”
cheerfully replied a little fellow at once. With God for our
guide we are safe in all circamstances (Psa. 66. 12; Rom. 8. 31).
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SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.

For Sunpay ScrHooLs, BiBLE CrLassEs, AND Home READING,

 In connection with The Gospel Scheme of Lessons, we purpose following the
series of Studies entitled, *“ WILDERNESS WaAvYS AND CaNaaN Davs,” with a

cotirse of
: ““LESSONS FROM LIFE IN THE LAND,*

reviewing in a simple way some of the principal events in Israel’s history up to
the captivity, whilst the last, or f open ” Sundays, will be taken up with Studies
from the Gospels.

The Gospel Scheme with Weekly Lessons, Memory Texts, Helpful References,
&c., 2d. per dozen; 1/6 per 100 post free,

Boys and Givls Almanac contains Lessons, Memory Texts, Daily Text to seek,
Stories, Poetry, Prizes, 6d. per dozen ; 3/6 per 100 post free,

Boys and Givls Magazine contains the Lessons, Memory Texts each month,
suitable for handing to Class, Halfpenny,

1oth February. Read 1 Kings 10, 1-13. Learn Matt. 12. 42.

SOLOMON’S ROYAL VISITOR.

Rich, yet needy —Fame spreading—Effect of hearing, coming—A heart opened—
A heart enlightened—A heart satisfied — Seeing, confessing, sharing—Rejoic-
ing—A Roval witness. '

A PORTION rich in type and allegory is the story of the visit of

Sheba’s Queen to the court of Solomon the King, admittedly a type
of the greater Aing of Glory, our Lord Jesus.

FAR-REACHING FAME. Somewhohad seen Solomon’s glory and
heard his wisdom, in their travels spread the King’s fame, and in dark
Ethiopia’s Queen heard,and having *‘ hard things”—questions she could
not get solved elsewhere—resolved to see the King himself. Note that
it was ‘‘ concerning the Name of the Lord” that Solomon’s reputation
reached her.

HEARING, BELIEVING, COMING. Not content with hearing
about him, the Queen earned fame by coming # himi. Perhaps her
thought was that her difficult questions were miore difficult than any
other had—certainly she came to Solomon with them all. ILike the poor
woman of John 4, there was much she could not understand,

"TELLING OUT ALL, AND BEING TOLD ALL. The Queen
“ communed with him of all that was in her heart.” Not to everyone can
we open the heart; but such the grace and wisdom of Jesus that a
poor sinner can tell ALL, and He will not despise or spurn (John 6. 37),
and ‘‘ He told her all things” (see John 4). ‘“‘Come, see a man, which
told me all things that ever Idid.” Thusthis woman shared in Solomon’s
wisdom,and had her puzzles unravelled to heramazement and satisfaction.

WORKS OF SKILL AS WELL AS WORDS OF WISDOM,
““ When the Queen of Sheba had seen.” There was much evidence all
round her of Solomon’s wisdom in his works—food for eyes as well as
ears. A house built, provision and attendance, and, most wondrous of
all, a way up to God’s own very presence arranged and provided. These
she wondrously reviewed. ‘ There was no more spirit in her.” " A real
sight of Jesus will and does overwhelm the beholder. (See Isaiah 6 and
Revelation 1.) ' "
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R A Visit by Night.

BETTER THAN DESCRIBED. “Itwasa true report.” True, but
only partial—‘‘ the half was not told me,” she said. Some things cannot
be described fully—the riches of Christ are unsearchable (Col. 4. 4).

GOD’'S GOODNESS AND MAN'S HAPPINESS. The Queen
““blessed God” for giving His people such a King, and exclaimed,
“happy are thy men” hawving the privilege of hearing continually
his wise words” and seeing his great works. Such happiness is the
portion of the believer (Luke r10. 42}, now and will be to all eternity
{Revelation 22. 4).

A GRATEFUL OFFERING AND ROYAL BOQUNTY. “She gave
the King,” and King Solomon ‘gave unto the Queen” of his royal
bounty ‘*all ber desire.” So is the Lord honoured in the voluntary gifts
of His people, and His people are euriched by:His gifts.

A GLADDENED HEART. ‘“She went on her way rejoicing,” as
did the eunuch (Acts 8. 39), full of joy, to tell others of the wondrous
person and wondrous things she had seen and heard, as well as to show
the gifts she had received. In the Judgment this queen will appear asa
witness against 211 who neglect and reject the wisdom and bounty of a
greater than Solomon (Matt. 12. 42). A long journey she took to see
Solomon and hear him, but God’s Word is very near {(Rom. 10. 7, 8).

26th February. Read John 3. 1-17. Learn John 3. 5.

A VISIT BY NIGHT.

A sample man—Coming to Jesus—I.earned, yet ignorant—Religious, yet not fit
for heaven—The mystery explained—All in a look—8ource of it all.

OHN’S third chapter is perbaps the chapter most familiar to us of all
the Sacred Book, yet we never can look into it without gaining fresh
views of the great depths it discloses in its profound teaching.

THE MAN WHO CAME. Nicodemus was a sample mian in many
senses—perhaps one of the best that could be found—a Pharisee, that is
a very strictly religious man; and a ruler, that {s a master or teacher of
Israel. He was no common, ot low, or ignorant man, and yet he was
only a man, born of the flesh and in the flesh (Rom. 8. 8), though
religious.

WHAT NICODEMUS DID. Came to Jesus—faultily—faintly—
ignorantly; but %e came. Jesus did not fault him for the way he came,
even though it was possibly shame and fear that hindered him coming
by day. Ignorantly, Nicodemus said: ‘“ We know that Thou art a
teacher,” for if he knew only that, he knew too little, and Jesus’ answer
was fitting : “ Except a man be born from above he cannot see the
kingdom of God.”

THE TEACHER PUZZLED. 3Born again! an old man born anew
—he had never heard of such a thing. ‘* Marvel not,” said Jesus, ¢ if
you knew yourself you would know that flesh is always flesh and Spirit
1s always Spirit’—the one does not alter into the other—it is ‘“a new
creation” (2 Cor. 5. 17). So ‘‘ ye must be born again.’

HOW THESE THINGS CAN BE. The Lord Jesus explains the

rocess of the new birth from man’s side. We cannot ‘‘ command ” life,

ut we can fulfil the conditions necessary for the reception of life. AS
the Israelites bitten of the serpent and dying (Num. 21) owned their
state and accepted God’s way ot healing; SO the sinner conscious now
of his need, looking off in faith to Jesus *lifted up,” receives life, a gift
(Rom. 6, 23), and is ‘*born of God ” (1 John 5. 1), _
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The Kingdom Divided.

THE SOURCE AND REASON OF SALVATION—God's love—
love to a perishing world of such a character that He gave His Son, His
Only Begotten, for the very purpose of imparting His life through death
to a world dead in trespasses and sins,

Truly that was a memorable visit to Jesus, and the truths unfolded of
importance and value beyond conception.

sth March. Read 1 Kings 12. 1-17. Learn Prov. 22, 3, 4.

THE KINGDOM DIVIDED.

The scourge prepared—Speaking for the people—Good advice and bad—Pride
_ before a fall —God forgotten—God ovecruling—Revolt—A contrast—The true
and tender King Jesus.

IN a recent lesson the glory of the king and kingdom of Israel was our

theme. In this the scene is dark and sad, Sin and declension
clouded the last days of Solomon, and the fruit of it now appears in the
lifetime of Rehoboam his son.

JUDGMENT IN PREPARATION. ‘Jeroboam, son of Nebat.”
The son of a widow, an industrious man, who was promoted by Solomon,
and chosen by God to be the instrument of chastisement to David’s:
erring house (see 1 Kings 11. 26). God sees the end from the beginning,
and mav cause the sinney to prepare the rod of punishment for himself,

OPPORTUNITY TO REPENT. ‘ SpakeuntoRehoboam.” Reho-
boam was Solomon’s son—the new king in Solomon’s place. The old
king had been very extravagant and taxed the people cruelly. The
people sent to Egypt for Jeroboam to act as spokesman, and to seek relief
for them of their burdens.

ADVICE OF EXPERIENCED. The king turned to the sages and
got good counsel—‘*a soft answer turneth away wrath” (Prov. 15. 1).
They said, *‘ Be a servant and they will serve thee.” That is the way
Jesus teaches us to serve, by being Himself a servant (John 13).;

VAINGLORIOUS COUNSEL. :Full of pride, arrogance, ana
boasting. * Be a despot, be a lord, glorify thyself.” Such is the way of
man ; so unlike the meek and lowly spirit of Jesus, who stooped to bless
and serve the oppressed.

THE KING'S MISTAKE. ‘ The king spake to the people after the
counsel of the young men.” There is always the danger of accepting
what flatters and puffs up. It must have seemed to the young king
more king-like to bluster and threaten than to entreat and deal kindly.
Note, there is no thought of God, Rehoboam took counsel of old and
young—God was ignored (Ps, 36. 1).

THE OVERRULING HAND. ‘‘The cause was from the Lord.”
The plan in God’s purpose was working out. Each in his own way,
and after his own character and will, was filling up the detail. “ His
kingdom ruleth over all” (Psalm ro3. 19).

TWO KINGS CONTRASTED. “ The people answered the king.”
That answer was revolt and rebellion, sullen and determined ; the people
departed to their homes, fully purposing to resist the oppression and
despotism of the young king. A sad picture this. A great contrast to
a submissive, happy, and contented people. Compare with the reign of
Jesus the King, who is a “shadow’ and a ‘“‘refuge” in a weary land,
not exacting, but full of blessing (Isa. 32. 1, 2). ** Blessed are all they
that put their trust in Him > (Ps. 2. 12).

What a mercythat ourLord can be known as Himself the burden-bearer;
even a sin-bearer (1 Peter 2. 24) ; who imposes no heavy yoke (Matt, 11. 28);
who gives rest to the weary—a blessed contrast to man’s lords.
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The Widow's Friend..

rzth March.. : Read 1 Kings 17, 1-16. « Learn 1sa. 41, 17.

THE WIDOW’S FRIEND.

An appropriate name—A courageous confession—The Divine Presence—A chal-~
lenge and a judgment--Hidden by God—Sustained by God—Across the
border—The widow’'s salvation.

I T is a great relief to turn from the dark picture of man’s sin and failure
to see, even in the midst of it, God’s faithful witness and God’s faith-
ful mercy, in the story of the prophet and the widow.

A SUGGESTIVE NAME. “Elijah the Tishbite.” FElijah means
“My God is Jehovah,” and Tishbite means “The Converter”’—a very
appropriate and suggestive name, descriptive of the prophet’s character
and mission. The Christian’s name should be no empty title or decep-
tive ap?ellation. Jesus’ name described His character and work (Matt,
1. 21-23).

A BOLD DECLARATION. “As the Lord God of Israel liveth.”
This was the prophet’s bold declaration to the ungodly King Ahab.
Ahab was a Baal-worshipper; his wife was the infamous Jezebel, high-
priestess of Baal. Elijah’s bold character shines out in his first words,
““God lives;” Jesus lives to save (Heb. 7. 25; Rom. 5. 10), and lives to
judge (Acts 17. 31).

AGROUNDOF CONFIDENCE. ‘Before Whom I stand.” Ahab’s
presence and power ignored—God’s presence everything. This is true
courage and simple faith (Acts 16. 23). See also Hebrew captives
(Dan. 3. 17) and many others. '

A CHALLENGE AND A JUDGMENT. ¢ There shall not be dew
nor rain’ (see James 5. 17, 18}, In prayer, Elijah had the assurance that
this would be —it was an evidence that God had control of the elements,
and not Baal. The worshippers of the false god attributed all fruitful-
ness to their deity; this was a challenge, a judgment, and an evidence.

HIDDEN BY GOD. *‘ Hide thyself by the brook Cherith.” His
message delivered, the messenger was God's care. This is a beautiful
llustration of Matthew 6, 25-34: precedt, * Seek first the kingdom of
God ;” promise, “These things shall be added.” There, in that seclusion,
the brook and the ravens met Elijah’s need.

REMEMBERED BY GOD. ‘Arise, get thee to Zarephath,” The
failing brook God knew of as well as Elijah, and He did not forget His
dependent one (Isa. 49. 15).

PROVIDED FOR BY GOD. ‘A widow woman,” ‘This is not like
man’s way, but it is like God’s. Over the boundary of favoured and .
apostate Israel’s land, in the dark heathen land of the Zidonians, God
sent His servant, a light in the darkness. To-day, Jewish fall is Gentle
salvation (Rom. 11. 11). A widow woman to support a strong man; this
was humbling to Elijah—not so humbling as Jesus the Creator to depend
on the creature Mary and others (Phil. 2). It was honouring to the
widow for God to choose her (1 Cor, 1. 27).

A HUMBLE INSTRUMENT. ¢ Sheshall sustain thee.” The poor
woman was at starvation’s point herself; yet God from her death-level
commanded sustenance for herself, her son, and the prophet. Out of
Jesus’ weakness and death come our life and strength (John 1z. 24).
The story is full of point and interest, but space will not admit detail.
The happy isspe is worth noting—a continual supply, day by day, of
sustaining meal and enriching oil. All suggestive of salvation from
death, preservation, and continual supply of sustaining grace. Faith is
the root of all. * By faith we have access” (Rom. 5. 2).
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- Qutlines of Scriptnre Studies.

: THE BELOVED. | s
. Accepted in the Beloved - - - Eph.i. 6.

1
2. Opening to the Beloved - - - Song of Sol. v. 6.
3. Leaning on the Beloved . - - Song of Sol. viii. 5.
4. Listening to the Beloved - - - Song of Sol. ii. 8.
5. Speaking well of the Beloved - - Song of Sol. v. 10-16.
6. Fruit-bearing for the Beloved - - Song of Sol. iv. 16.
7. Longing after the Beloved - . - Song. of Sol. viii. 14.
OUR HOPE. o READY.
The Coming of the Lovd is— ' The belicver should be * ready"—
I. A saving hope - Rom.viii.z4. | I. To give an an-
2. A good hope - 2 Thes.ii.16. swer ofthehope 1 Pet.1ii. 15.
3. A blessed hope - Titus ii. 13, | 2- To preach the
4. A joyful hope - Heb. iii. 6. gos.pel. - - Rom. 1. 15.
5. A living hope - 1 Pet.i. 3. | 3 To distribute - 1 Tim.vi.18.
6. A purifying 4. To every good
hope - > 1 Jno. ii. 3. work - - Titus L. 1.
7. A hope of righteousness 5. To be bound - Actsxxi.13.8
Gal. v. 5. 6. To be offered - z Tim. iv. 6.
J. 8. | 7. Tomeetthe Lord Lukexii.40.

SEVEN CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD.

. DiscipLEs- In the same school - One Master - - Acts xx, 7.

. CHILDREN- In the same family - One Father - - John xi. 52.
. SHEEP - - In the same flock - One Shepherd - John x. 16.

. SaiNTs - - In the same covenant One rank - - Rom.i.7.

. StoNEs - In the same house - One foundation- 1 Peter ii. 5.
. MEMBERS - In the same body - One Head - - Rom. xii. 5.
. THE BRIDE In the same glory - One Bridegvoom Rev.xxi.2,9.

=y O\ o O

1. All believers are alike disciples, though some have not made
the same progress as others.

2. All are alike children, sharing the same life, though some of
them are mere babes, others young men or fathers in growth.

3. All are alike sheep, though some follow the Shepherd more
closely, listening to His voice.

All are alike saints by calling, though some are more.

practically holy in their walk and conversation than others.

5. All are alike living stones upon the one foundation, though
some are more prominent in the building than others.

6. All are alike members of the body, though some have a more
honourable place and office than others.

7. All will be together in the same glory, though some will suffer
loss through unfaithfulness when in the body. M. L. R.
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

A Publisher's Testimony.—A well-known Edinburgh
publisher, whose school books most young folks have used,
left over £990,000 by his will. Not long before his death
he left a written statement: ¢ My money has never given
me any peace or joy. It has been a constant source of
worry and anxiety, and has only made me miserable.” What
shall it profit a man (Mark 8. 36) confirmed once more

To the Uttermost.—When the saintly Dr. Robertson
of Irvine was dying he called his sister to his side and said,
“If I had the power to preach again do you know what
text I'd preach from?” She suggested various familiar
passages. ‘No, no,” he replied, as he realised the power
of Christ to satisfy in life and comfort in death, 1 would

- preach from the words, ¢ He is able to save to the utter-
- most’” (Heb. 7. 25). Hallelujah! What a Saviour!

Treasure in Heaven.—A rich lady dreamed that she
went to heaven, and saw there a mansion being built.
,, & Who is that for ? ” she asked of the guide. ¢ For your
- gardener.” “But he lives in the tiniest cottage on earth,
with barely room enough for his family. He might live
better if he did not give away so much to the miserable
poor folks.” Farther on she saw a tiny coitage being
built. ‘*“And who is that for?” she asked. ¢ That is for
you.”” ¢ But I have lived in a mansmn on earth. I would
not know how to live in a cottage.” The words she heard

in reply were full of meaning. ¢ The Master Builder 1s
doing His best with the material that is being sent up.”
Then she awoke, resolving to lay up treasure in heaven.
The principle applies to all who are thinking more of the
things femporal which are seen than of the things efernal

which are unseen (2 Cor. 4. 18).

‘““Lest we Forget.””—In the Palace of the DBritish

Embassy at Pekin, China, now almost restored to its

former grandeur, one corner attracts the eye of all visitors.
Standing just as it was at the end of the Boxer riots—shot-
holes, battered walls, sandbags on top, and every indication
of a long and weary 51ege—-—there it remains, with the words
“ILesT WE FORGET" across the front in bold letters. Inside
the corner lie the bodies of the brave soldiers who gave
their lives in defence of the women and children. So God
would have our minds again and again centred on the Cross
of Calvary, on the dying love of our Lord (Gal. 6. 14), and
“ forget not a.lI His benefits "’ (Psalm 102. 2).

13
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THE SWEETENING OF THE BITTER.

“Ir is just in the measure that we are realising and delighting
in the love that gave Jesus to die for us that we shall be
enabled to cease from doubting about God’s dealings with us,
and in simple, childlike faith to look to Him in every trial,
content to wait His time, be it long or short, for the sweetening
of the bitter in our lot.”—a. J. H.

ALFRED J. HOLIDAY,
PREACHER, TEACHER, PASTOR, AND COUNSELLOR.

D
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ALFRED J. HOLIDAY. "
UR beloved brother ALFRED J. HoLiDAY received his
home-call on Wednesday, 8th Ifebruary, at 3 am.
Thousands of believers in this and other lands will mourn him
as for a personal friend.

Born and educated in London, he had the advantage not
only of an excellent education, but of being brought up in an
artistic and literary circle, and this had a life-long effect upon
his character.

Brought to the Lord at the early age of 16, he at once dedi-
cated his energies to the Lord’s work, and from the first he was
no half-hearted disciple. The manner of his conversion was
unusual. One Sunday evening at church, hearing the Gospel
clearly stated, he believed and was saved, although he had had
no prewous soul exercise. After the service he said to his
companion, “1 am saved,” and to his joy his friend replied,
“So am I.”

The new wine could not be kept in old bottles., At once
they told their friends, a good number of whom professed
Christ. Not long after this, Reginald Radcliffe, the lawyer-
preacher, found him out and encouraged him to preach. This
he did, and held large open-air meetings with great blessing at
Primrose Hill and elsewhere in London.

The Lord thus prepared him for his life work, and nothing
more characterised him than the simplicity of his gospel-preach-
ing and his joy in, as well as aptitude for, open-air work, and to
the last in the open-air he was always at his best. The earnest
young preacher was about this time introduced to the saintly
Howards of Tottenham, who, Aquila- and Priscilla-like,
expounded the Word of God more fully unto him, and so led
him out of the bondage of system into the happy liberty of
simplicity of worship and privilege of remembering the Lord in
the breaking of bread.

Business took him to Birmingham, where his activity in
‘Gospel work was much appreciated. In that city also the
greatest event of his life next to conversion took place in his
marriage to Miss Atchison, of London. The result was most
happy, and he found in her a true helpmeet and one with
whom be could have real fellowship, both spiritually and intel-
lectually. After a few years he removed to Bradford to become
financial manager to Lord Masham, then Mr. S. C. Lister,
whose good will and confidence he gained in a marked manner,
The little assembly in Bradford soon felt the effect of the com-
ing into their midst of these two warm-hearted believers ; but,
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Alfred f. Holiday.

alas ! dark days followed, and a long illness completely laid
him aside and made work impossible. When restored, the
little company was sadly reduced, meeting in a most unsuitable
room known as “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” But the old energy
and strong faith prevailed. Active aggressive work was engaged
in. In music halls and tents the Gospel was preached. Messrs.
Inglis, Willington, Marshall, Hopkins, and many others helped.
The work went on and the Assembly grew apace, but, as
Willington at the time aptly remarked, speaking of the young
converts, “ They will bide a deal of nursing.” This proved to
be true. So a new side of Alfred Holiday’s character was
brought into play, and this proved to be a very strong side,
viz.,, the pastor. For years, wet or fine, he spent each week
one long evening ia visiting, seldom getting home before mid-
night. His gift as an organiser and his power and tact in
getting others into work made themselves felt.

Meeting the people in their homes, their difficulties threw
him again and again upon God and His Word for help, and he
now began to value and to study more than ever New Testa-
ment teaching as to the rule and order of God’s Assembly.
He was never a mere ecclesiastic, but the difficulties he had to
face in his pastoral work led him to seek afresh God’s way, and,
when he believed he had found it, to live and preach it with all
his might. He certainly obey ed the Word,  Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.”

He was loving and generous to a fault He taught what he
believed strongly, yet never harshly, nor did he harbour un-
kind thoughts. With him it was easy to forgive and forget.
It may be mentioned as characteristic of the man that one year
when there was special distress in Bradford, in order to encour-
age simple habits, he himself went without meat, the money
thus saved being given to the poor. He wasa most generous
giver, and did not offer that which cost him nought, going
again and again without things lawful, and in the eyes of some
needful, that he might have the more to give away. He could
not save or put by for a rainy day Whilst he knew of present
need.

For the last thirteen years of his life he had lived at Feather-
stone as manager for Lord Masham’s estate and colliery there.
He was used to build up a vigorous assembly in that place,
there being none when he first went to live there.

Warm-hearted and kind, able as few were to enter into the
affairs of others, always ready to give counsel in all sorts of

39

The Believer's Pathway (New Series) 14 (1893)



The Believer's Pathway (New Series) 14 (1893)

Alfred J. Holiday.

difficulties, taking a deep interest in the Lord’s work and
workers at home and abroad, much given to hospitality, such a
man leaves behind him a gap which it seems impossible to fill.
As a gifted teacher, able to express himself in a clear and
forcible manner, his ministry at Conferences was much valued.
Assemblies in difficulty seemed naturally to turn to him for
counsel, and he must have travelled thousands and thousands
of miles on such errands, giving up many hours of sleep in his
efforts to smooth over difficulties and bring brethren together.
Mr. Holidays end was not only peaceful, but triumphant.
‘The outer man perished, but the inner man waxed strong.
During the last four hours, notwithstanding great physical
weakness, his spiritual joy increased so that it seemed that he
had a sight of the Glory. Amongst other words, he said : “I
have had many happy, happy years of service for the L.ord down
here, but now I am to be promoted higher, higher, higher.”
Again: “Only one step more. Lord, give grace for one step.”
Then he thanked the Lord that grace had been given for that
step, and cried out, “The pearly gate!” Up to this time he
had thought the Lord purposed to raise hixm up again, but now,
when the family gathered round, he said, “ The end has now
come.” His last word was “ Now,” and without a struggle he
fell asleep. He was evidently conscious of the end having
come, and wished to let Mrs. Holiday know. In death he
wore a most peaceflul expression ; all traces of struggle or pain
passed away. .
The funeral took place on Saturday, 11th February, when
the mortal remains were laid in the ground in the quiet little
cemetery of North Featherstone, close to his home. A great
number of believers from Bradford, Leeds, Harrogate, and
Manchester, as well as places farther afield, gathered to pay
their last tribute of respect. It was most solemn and impressive,
and it seemed as if not one of that large concourse of people
could go away unmoved. It seems fitting to give a brief record
in this paper, as for a number of years after the death of Mr.
Richard Ledger Smith, of Dublin, Mr. Holiday added to his
arduous labours the editing of Z%e Believers’ Pathway, which
‘he was compelled to resign owing to ill-health. His work on
“'The Feasts of the Lord” has had an extensive circulation, as
well as smaller books on “The Character of the ILast Days,”
“Unity by the Way of the Bible,” &c. From the many phases
of his busy life it will be seen that he truly was one who was
‘““always abounding in the work of the Lord.” W. H. S.
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THE BEST OF BLESSING S.

By the late GEo. MULLER, of Bristol.

‘* Best of blessings He'll prov1de us,
Nought but good shall e’er betide us,
Safe to glory He will guide us.”

H, to lay hold of this, to try to enter into it! ¢ The
best of blessings for ME,” we have to say to ourselves
individually, ‘“nothing better can befall me than ever does
befall me, because my Heavenly Father loves me with an
eternal, unchanging love as He loves His only-begotten Son,
because I belong to Christ.” He sees us, not in ourselves, but
as in union with the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore we are so
dear to his heart. That is lovely! Vile, wretched, guilty
sinners, He sees continually the loveliness of Christ in us, the
comeliness of Christ—because the righteousness of Christ is
imputed to us and all our defilement completely removed
through the power of the precious blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ.
Oh, how true all these things are—

““ BEST OF BLESSINGS HE'LL PROVIDE US.”

Whatever befalls us is the very best that could befall us, though
it appear strange to our natural reason. If we lay hold on it,
what peace it begets in our hearts. We should say to ourselves
when sickness comes, when heavy trials come into the family,
when heavy trials come with the business or profession, or
earthly occupation in any way, “The best thing has befallen
me ; if there could be a better thing, I should have this better
thing, because I am so dear to the heart of God, and because I
am so dear, the best thing 1NvariaBLy,” without a single
moment’s he51tat10n we should say, “has been bestowed upon
me-—vile, guilty smner——for Christ’s sake.”

“ NOUGHT BUT GOOD SHALL E’ER BETIDE US.”

Thus we walk on from day to day, getting nearer and
nearer our home, and every day the best thing that can
happen to us does happen to us, and every Lour the best
thing that can happen to us does happen to us. ' Oh, how
precious 1s the position of the child of God, and how great the
folly, yet, on the part of anyone to delay to give the whole
heart to the Lord Jesus Christ.

““SAFE TO GLORY HE WILL GUIDE US.”
How precious this also is! He will be our Guide to the end

of our course. “He who has begun a good work in us will
perform 1t until the day of Jesus Christ.” He is ready to be
41
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our Counsellor under the greatest difficulties, the most perplex-
ing circumstances, and we never ought to say, “ I do not know
what to do.” We can know what to do, we ought to know
what to do, and as assuredly as we seek to build up ourselves
on our most holy faith, we shall know how to act even under
the most perplexing circumstances, for we have Jesus at our
side to be our Counsellor and to show us how we ought to act
at any time and under any circumstances.

Remember this, ¢ Safe to glory He will guide us.” We shall
be as surely there as the good work has been commenced in
our hearts. We do not deserve 1t, we deserve nothing but hell.
But this is only one side of the truth. The other side is this:
We are dear to the heart of God for Christ’s sake, and so we
shall be as assuredly in heaven as the good work has been
begun in our hearts.

Oh, what precious, precious things are these, and they belong
to the very weakest and feecblest of the children of God.

LINES SUGGESTED BY THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

{x Cor. 1. 29; 2. 13, 14, 4. 20},

G 1 O search for Truth with doubtful mind,
To grope for light with eyes long blind,
'To say to ev'ry fact, *“may be,”
To argue well and ne'er agree,
- To think 1t wise to scorn the old,
To deem it well new views to hold ;
To smile at wisdom born of years,
To fight a host of doubts and fears;
To look to Science as the key
That shall reveal each mystery—
To seek by Reason’s aid to find
The path to certitude of mind—
To do all this the Critics strive
Their faith 1 God to keep alive.
Alas! ’twere better far to own
Mankind has vain and foolish grown;
So fails to recognise the Voice
That bids the burdened heart rejoice.
I say, 'twere better to confess —
To God our utier helplessness, s
, Than seek by human means to trace
~ Each secret to its hiding-place. E. M. 14 Converted infidel)
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BIBLICAL NOTES AND QUERIES.

By Dr., ANDIRSON«BERRY, Author of “Seven Cries,” ‘ After Death,” &c.

- QuEesTioN XVIIL.—“ What difference do you see between the
expressions, * the Last Adam’ and * the Second Man’ 1 Would
it be correct to speak of ¢ the Last Man’ or © the Second Adam’?”

G( HIS is an interesting point, especially as the Querist
adduces the following extract from Golden Grain of

Oct., 1874, p. 263 : “Christis thus presented to us as the ¢ Last

Adam’ of Genesis 1, but as the ‘Second Man’ of Genesis 2.”

In the first place, let us go back to the Word. ¢ Verify
your references” is an especially good motto for young be-
lievers ; and as you have your Authorised Version before you,
I will use Rotherham’s translation. _

1 Cor. 15. 48-49: “Thus also it is written—The first man
Adam lecame a Living soul, The Last Adam a life-giving spirit.

.« The first man is of the ground, earthy,—The second man
is of heaven: As the man of earth such also the men of
earth, And as the man of heaven such also the men of
heaven ; And even as we have borne the image of the man
of earth Let us also bear the image of the man of heaven.”

I leave the capitals as they are, so that you may write the
passage out, beginning a new line at each capital. Thus you
will see the beautiful parallelism of the Greek.

Now, in this passage there are two quotations from the
Septuagint version of the Old Testament. Genesis 2. 7:
“ And God formed #%e man of dust of the earth, and breathed
upon his face the breath of life, and the man became a living
soul” The words representing the corresponding Greek in
both passages are in italics. Thus it will be secen that the
word “ Adam,” which meams merely “man” in Hebrew, is
used by the Apostle as a proper noun, marking out the indi-
vidual whom he means by the phrase “first man.”

Once more, there are two Greek words rendered ‘‘last,”
seeing that our word has two meanings. For instance, “last
man” may mean either the next before the present or the
hindmost of all, so we speak of “the last evening” and of
“his last hours.” The latter meaning is the one which belongs
to the word here “ Last Adam.” There had to be a beginning,
so we have the “first Adam.” In grace God gives another
beginning (but gives no more), so there must needs be another
Adam, but He 1s the last. Another indication of what men
are so slow to believe —the finality of this life! By nature we
must own the first Adam as our federal head ; by grace through
faith we may own the Last Adam as our Federal Head. It
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35 The Last Adam” and “ the Second Man.”

must be either the one or the other—there 1s no Zerdiem quid.
Generation or regeneration—reformation is out of court. Now
notice, as we are men, the Last Adam must be a man. He
cannot be the “second Adam,” for that would leave room for
a third ; but He is the “second Man,” in contradistinction to
Adam, who was the first man. The first Man! All humanity
was in that first human being. His name—‘“ah-dahm,” maz-—
teaches this. Until the Lord from heaven came and took upon.
Himself our nature, yet withdut sin, there never had been a
Second Ah-dahm-—they were all “sons of ah-dahin,” com-
monly called “sons of men.” But when He came there was
a fresh start for humanity. The old connection was cut.
Jesus was the Son of no man. In Him the process whereby
Eve came into being was reversed. She was the daughter of
no woman. She was taken out of the side of man. So with
our Blessed Lord. By the action of the Third Person in the
Holy Trinity He was taken out of woman, and that woman the
Virgin. Thus the Son of God became the Last Adam and the
Second Man. The Last Adam because there never will be
another ; the Second Man because there had never been but
one before Him, and that the man of the ground, or ‘‘ the man
of earth.” The first Adam (first, seeing there was to be an-
other to come) was the “ man of earth,” and between him and
the Last Adam there stretched a chain of “men of earth.”
The ILast Adam (last, for there never should be another)
was the “Man of Heaven” making a second start (and
final) for the race of men, therefore Second Man, and yet
not for the race as a whole, for they alone who become linked -
on to Him through faith, by the wonderful work of the Holy
Spirit in the second birth, lose their old standing as “ men of
earth ” and become ““ men of heaven,” born from above.

Let us see to it that our state approximates to our glorious
standing. “Let us also bear the image of the Man of Heaven.”

PEARI.S PICKED UP FROM DR. TORREY.

THE more work we have to do, the more time we need to
take for prayer.

Oftentimes there is more refreshment for a tired body in
prayer than in sleep.

Often one single verse in the Bible will turn a man out of
sin unto righteousness.

The best way to learn how to win souls for Chr1st 1s just to
set about and do it. |
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DISAPPOINTMENT-—HIS APPOINTMENT.

* ** He performeth the thing that is appointed for me " (Job 23. 14_}.
* Thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass ” {Job 14. 5)

“ "DISAPPOINTMENT—HES appointment.”
j Change one letter, then I see
That the thwarting of my purpose
Is God’s better choice for me.
His appomtment mst be blessing,
Though it may come in disguise
For the end from the beginning
Open to His wisdom lies.

“ Disappointment—His appointment.”
Whose »—The Lord’s who loves me best,
Understands and knows me fully,
Who my faith and love would test.
For, like loving earthly parents,
He rejoices when He knows
That His child accepts unquestioned
A/l that from His wisdom flows.

“ Disappointment—His appointment.”
“No good thing will He withhold ;”
From denial oft we gather
Treasures of His love untold.
Well He knows each broken purpose
Ieads to fuller, deeper trust,
And the end of all His dealings
Proves our God is wise and just.

“ Disappointment—His appointment.”

- Lord, I take it then as such,

Like the clay in hands of potter,
Yielding wholly to Thy touch.

All my life’s plan is Thy moulding,
Not one single choice be mine ;

Let me answer unrepining,
Father, ¢ Not my will, but Thine.”

“ Disappointment—His appointment.” .
Change the letter, then, dear friend.
Take 1n cheerful acquiescence
All Thy Father’s love may send ;
Soon will faith be lost in vision,
Then in glory thou shalt see
“ His appointment,” and that only,
Was the right way home for thee. 1. s. Sovie.
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SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.
For Sunpay ScHooLs, BiBLe CLassEs, AND HoME READING.

In connection with 74e Gospel Scheme of Lessons, we purpose following the
series of Studies entitled, ** WiLDERNESS Wavs AND CanNaanN Davs,” with a

course of

“LESSONS FROM LIFE IN THE LAND,”
reviewing in a simple way some of the principal events in Israel’s history up to
the captivity, whilst the last, or ‘ open * Sundays, will be taken up with Studies
from the Gospels.

19th March, Read 1 Kings 18, 23-39. Learn 1 Kings 18. 21.
THE FALSE PROPHETS JUDGED.

A challenge and a test—Sincers and earnest, but deluded and defeated—Acting
for all and embracing all—Unchanging God—Seeking the strayed and lost—
Revelation, conviction, conversion—End of the ungodly. _

WE last saw Elijah taking up his abode with the widow of Zarephath,
and there he was safely hid and sustained till the end of the three
years’ terrible drought. Then the people and King Ahab being in sore
straits, God sent His servant Elijah to meet the king, and call the people
together. Our lesson has to do chiefly with the demonstration of the

- folly and uselessness of all religious beliefs and services other than faith
in and service to the One Living and True God.

THE FIERY TEST. Beginning with Cain and Abel’s sacrifices, fire
has had intimale connection with God’'s worship and revelation, At
Horeb, Moses saw the burning bush; at Sinai, the fire.like glory of the
Lord appeared (Ex. 24. 17); in Leviticus g. 24, the fire consumed the
sacrifice, and in the following chapter consumed the false worshippers.

SINCERE, BUT NOT SUCCESSFUL. Nothing could exceed their
zeal, and their deluded sincerity is apparent. HHow loudly they called on
their sun-god, but no answer. The bullock lay on their altar; no fire
consumed it. ILike Cain’s flowers and fruit, no God was found to accept
the offering, though they ““cut themselves after their manner.” Awfully
in earnest, but wrong, like Saul of Tarsus—approaching to madness in
their zeal, yet futile. Blind men, perverted in their nature, destroy
themselves. See Romans 1.

ALL-INCLUSIVE TESTIMONY. ‘Elijah took twelve stones.”
Simple, grand, and broad this action. ALIL represented there; God’s
unity is recognised, So acts our Lord Jesus in all His doings, AL our
sins were laid on Him (fsa. 53. 6); ALL His sheep are known by Him
(John 10. 14}); ALL His come to Him (John 6. 37); and ALI, His own will
be glorified with Him (John 17), - Hezekiah acted on the same principle
(z Chron. 30).

CONFESSING FOR ALL. Twelve barrels of water were poured on
the sacrifice, soaking the wood on the altar, and filling the trench round
about—fire could be no accident for the sceptic to explain away. God
gives certainty for faith to rest upon (Acts 1. 3; 1 Cor. 135. 5-8). Perhaps
it would not be fanciful to see confession of Israel’s sin and weakness in
that poured-out water (2 Sam. 14. 14}; and note that it was poured on the
sacrifice.

A FOUNDATION FACT. “Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel.”
Back to the covenant titles of God, and His covenant relationship with
that erring people, Elijah, taught of God, appealed on that ground for a
demonstration of His power and presence.

RESTORATION OF THE PEOPLE. ‘“Turned their heart back
again,” The purpose of God by His servant is to win them, not destroy.
Even though they had departed from God, He was seeking after them, as
in the case of Adam (Gen. 3. g), and all through history (1 Chron. 6. 15},
and latterly in the person of His Son Jesus (John 3.17); and even to-day,
by His Word and Spirit, God is seeking lost mamn.
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The False Prophets judged.

CONVICTION AND CONVERSION. “The Lord He is God.”
The fire which consumed the sacrifice convicted the people, and a
conversion—partial, at least—ensued. When God’s arm is revealed
(Isa. 533), men are convicted and converted. The fire of God’s wrath
consuming the Sacrifice on the Cross, when seen by the sinner, results
in that sinner’s conversiott,

AN OLD STATUTE CARRIED OUT. In Deuteionomy 13.5 the
judgment of death is passed on all false prophets and perverters of God's
people ; this was then faithfully carried out in the case of Ahab’s school,
all perishing miserably at the brook Kishon., * What shall the end be
of them that obey not the gospel ?”” (1 Peter 4. 17).

26th March. Read John 4. 6-26. Learn Johin 4. 14.

AT THE WELL OF SYCHAR.

The Perfect Man complete in His humanity—The poor and needy object of
Jesu’s love—An unknown Gift and an uaknown Giver—The hoped-for
Revealer—Revealed to the needy.

THE present study reveals our Lord Jesus in a deeply-interesting

aspect, viz., dealing in patient, lowly grace with a poor, nameless,
sinful woman, leading her into a knowledge of herself and of Himself,
and adding her to the company of believers and witnesses to His grace. -

THE WEARIED JESUS. That He could be tired proves His petfect
humanity (Heb. 4. 15). In order that He might know by experience the
teelings of a frail man, He took a like body to hunger, thirst, sleep,
weep, rejoice, and sorrow. Such was Jesus, God’s Son, who came to toil
and suffer for man.

THE NEEDY WOMAN AND THE PECULIAR “JEW.” We
could not by searching find a meaner object than this Samaritan woman.
Poor she was, for she was drawing water—a slave’s work; she was a
Samaritan (2 Kings 17. 24, 25), that is, of a false religion; and she was
stnful, and she knew it. The ““Man” who sat on the well was plainly a
‘‘Jew,” yet of her He asked a drink. No Jew would have done this.
Jesus was a great deal more than a Jew—He was God’s gift to the world
(John 3. 16).

A GIFT FROM GOD. The woman was surprised that a Jew man
would “ take” water from a Samaritan, yet Jesus told her that He would
“ give” if asked fora gift of “ living water.” This is figurative expres-
sion for the gift of eternal life, ministered by the Spirit (Johnu 7. 37-39;
Rom. 6. 23, &c.).

- JACOB, HIS WELL, AND HIS WATER. Water from Jacob’s
well could only be had by toilsome drawing and fetching, and Jacob’s
water only satisfied for a little, then thirst again ensued., The living
waéer, fount)ain-like, river-like, is always springing, flowing, following
(r Cor. 10. 4).

THE CONVICTED AND CONVERTED WOMAN. Jesus shone
into her heart and revealed to her her state. She speaks of “ worship”
and ‘“ religion,” doubtless thinking that these would help her into God’s
favour. But Jesus shuts both against her by saying, “It must be
spiritual,” ‘*in spirit and in truth.” This was above and beyond her—
it is above and beyond all ““ natural” men and women—and the woman
then speaks of her last hope and expectation, ‘* The Messiah,” coming to
remove all darkness and tell us “ all things.” It is good to see all other
hope taken away, that He may be resorted to.
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At the 1Vell of .S_yc&ar.

THE REVEALED MESSIAH. “I am He,” said Jesus. There,
while He was hid from the wise and prudent, she had the privilege of
getting to know God’s own Anointed One, the Fountain of Iife, What
more she learned, and what further she did after testifying to the men,
we can only guess, but we know that her dark life was enlightened and
made pure and happy by that blessed meeting.

2nd April, "~ Read 1 Kings 19. 1-18. Learn Psalm 46. 1, 2.

ELIJAH ALONE WITH GOD.

A hardened heart ~The fzar of man—An unanswered prayer —God’s loving care
—Rebuke, restoration, return—A great mistake,

THE story of the thrilling events on Carmel, in which the prophet

Elijah occupied so lofty a position, and bravely stood for God, is
closely followed by the narrative of a sad collapse, in which the weakness
of even the strongest man as well as the goodness of God are plainly seemn.

AN IMPENITENT SINNER. Jezebelis not softened, not subdued
—famine, fire, and death only enrage and harden her, A pictuie of a
sinner with heart steeled against God (Rom. 2. 3).

ELIJAH'S FEAR AND FAILURE. The threat of Jezebel to kill
had a strange effect: ‘‘he went for his life.”” At the threat of a woman
God’s man ran, ‘‘The fear of man bringeth a snare” (Prov. 29, 25). See
also Isa, 51, 12; Luke ra. 4, &c. Contrast with the three Hebrew children,
Daniel, &c.; and remember the Iord Jesus who, threatened by Herod
(Luke 13. 32), about to be stoned by the Jews (John 11. 8), and perfectly
aware that the nails and the spear were ready for Him, never tutned
aside one hairbreadth, If Jesus had swerved as Elijah did, what a
calamity! Tlijah should have stayed by his work and completed it—
_ what a mercy that Jesus did ! (See also John 17. 4; 19. 30.) “Requested
that he might die.”” This prayer was not answered. Elijah asked to die
in a wilderness, under a juniper-tree. God had better in store—a trium-
phant ride in fiery chariot to the skies (Eph. 3. 20).

GOD'S GRACE, CARE, AND PROVISION. Though as a servant
Elijah failed and lost sight of God, he was not forsaken by God. ‘‘Arise
and eat,” said the angel who came to serve him. 7This reminds of the

cene on shore of Galilee lake (John 21 g). Elijah fell asleep again, the
angel visitor waiting on him all the time, (See Heb. 1. 14.)

THE INTERVIEW ON HOREB. Wearenot told why Elijah went.
there. It was a long journey. "The place was noted—*a mount of God ”
—it would almost seem headquarters. There God appeared in the bush
{Ex. 3. 1), and there Moses abode forty days ‘“in the mount with God »
(Ex. 24. 18}, Here the propliet came, and here alone with God he was
dealt with. ‘ What doest thou here, Elijah ?”” This searching question
implies that he ought to have been somewhere else. Iis answer contains
a great many I's, a similar strain to the man of Luke 18, and was nota
direct answer to the question at all. God then caused wind, earthquake,
and fire to pass before His servant—tokens of His almighty power—a
rebuke to his faint heart—humbling, convinciug (as Job 41, 42), and pre-
paring for the ‘“still, small voice.”” Distress and tumult give way to
peace, and God is not in the great noise of outward display, but in the
voice of His Word. winning, wooing, converting, Like the appearing of
Jesus—the voice of God to all who have ears.

ELIJAH SENT BACK TO HIS WORK. “Go, return,” said the
Lord, and gave him instruction what to do, thus graciously restoring
him to office and his work (2 Cor. 12. g), _
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Elijah Alone with God.

ELIJAH'S CENSUS REVISED. Onlyone—that'sme, “I only,”
said the prophet. He thought he kunew, but he was wrong—only €,999
out, “In that day” (Mal. 3. 17) the hidden jewels will be gathered—not
one missing—and many who said, ‘I only,” or ‘“We only,” shall find
their calculations all wrong (z Tim. 2. 19).

oth April, . Read 1 Kings 21. 1-16. Learn 1 Thess, 4. 6.

MURDER AND THEFT.

The Omuniscient One—Rich, yvet not satisied—The humble neighbour—True to
gis ixrusé—A king in a pet—Satanic plau—Possession disturbed—Punishment
eclareda.

THE same eye tliat compasses the nnbounded universe observes the
sparrow’s fall; the Almighty who raises up kings and is the
defence of nations is also the avenger of the poor and humble, ‘This is
the theme of our lesson to-day.
AHAB'S PALACE. Jezreel was the royal Windsor of King Ahab.
Samaria was the capital of Israel, and Jezreel seemed to be a country
palace. The king had pleasure-grounds there,

NABOTH'S PROPERTY. C(lose by the grounds of Ahab a humble

man lived. He had been born there; his father and his forefathers had =

had this property—it was given them by God (Lev. 25, 23).

AHAB'S PURPQSE. The king thought he would like Naboth’s
little vineyard —it was not very large; it would not make a forest, only a.
“ garden of herbs,” so he proposed to buy or barter for it (Isa. 5. 8).

NABOTH'S INTEGRITY. ‘’TheIord forbid it me.” Even though
it was a king proposed this, the man Naboth could not do it, and he
. gave his reason. Ioyalty to his family, faithfulness to the I,ord who
gaveit to them, justified Naboth in refusing. Faith in God and obedience
to God may be thus shown (see Heb. 11. 23, 27; Acts 5. 29).

- AHAB'S COVETOUS PASSION. Like a petted child, so unlike a
manly king, he went to bed in a pet. His condition of mind was such
that Satan could make easy prey of him. Covetousness ruined Achan
(Jos. 7. 21), and Gehazi (2 Kings 5), and Judas, and many othets. Covet-
ousness makes thieves, liars, and murderers (see Luke 12. 15). ,
JEZEBEL'S OPPORTUNITY. This woman hated God and His
people. Most likely Naboth's sturdy faith in God had roused her passion
against him—he was doubtless one of the 7000 who did not bow to Baal.
Recall the Hebrew children (Daniel 3), and Mordecai (Esther 3. 5). The
Queen said: “I will give thee the vineyard,” and set to work.  Hypo-
critically prelending that Naboth had blasphemed God, she sent letters
proclaiming a fast, and found false withesses, the result being that
Naboth was stoned. Just the way men treated the Lord Jesus (Mk, 14. 56),

AHAB IN POSSESSION. Now he had got the garden, was the
king happy? Was Judas happy when he had the thirty pieces of silver?
No, there is a conscience that will wake up and tell the evil-doer, perhaps
when too late, of the evil that has been done and the judgment to follow.
This came to Ahab in the person of Elijak; who found him out and
pronounced his fate to him.

AHAB AND JEZEBEL’'S PUNISHNENT (see 2z Kings g. 26). As
they had done, so was done to them. Twenty years passed before it was
all fulfilled, but sure it came, and of haughty Jezebel the dogs only left
the skull, feet, and palms for burial. So retribution follows sin, ‘Be
sure your sin will find you out,” unless “ blotted out” in God’s mercy
through the atoning blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, * Without the
shedding of blood there is no remission.”
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- Translation of Elijah.

16th April. ' Read 2 Kings 2, 1-11, ZLZearn 1 Thess, 4. 17.

TRANSLATION OF ELIJAH.

A good ending—Planned by God—Ready to go—Saying * Good-bye’’—A trusty
friend—A legacy of power— Sudden glory.

N WELL might Balaam say: ‘‘ Let me die the death of the righteous,

and let my last end be like his” (Num, 23. 10). The death of the

believer is *‘ falling asleep,”” and the end “ with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4.
13-17). Our present lesson is concerning the glorious closing of Elijah’s
stormy life on earth and his translation to ** brighter realms above.”

GOD'S GRACIOUS PURPOSE. Out of His own goodness God
designed the honour of a deathless passage to heaven. We can remember
Elijah wishing to die in his own blind despair (1 Kings 19. 4); but God
had a better end for him. Only one other man, Enoch, passed into
heaven without passing through the grave. ‘' From amoung the dead” .
Christ was the first to rise to God’s right hand in glory (Acts 26. 23).

ELIJAH'S READINESS. There is no sign of alarm, or reluctance,
or desire for lengthened days. ILike Paul he could say, “Iam ready”
(z Tim. 4. 6), and he ““desired to depart,” for it was ‘‘far better” (Phil.
1. 23). ‘The believer who is right 1n soul is in like attitude, *‘looking
for’* the hour when the Lord will appear and call him home (Titus 2. 13}.
The unbeliever dreads that appearing. '

VISITING FAMILIAR PLACES AND FRIENDS. Tilijah know- .
ing that his end on earth was close at hand, would, like Peter (2 Peter _
1. 14), and Paul (Acts 20.), and the ILord Jesus, in his journey to Gilgal,
Bethel (where was the school of the prophet’s sons), and to Jericho, speak
words of wise counsel and confirm the faith of his brethren. ILast days
are precious; each day may, as it comes, be the last for us.

TESTING ELISHA'S FIDELITY. Three times over the prophet
sought that his friend should leave him to journey alone, but he would
not. Like Ruth clinging to Naomi (Ruth 1. 16}, Ittai to David (2 Sam.
15. 22), and the disciples to Jesus (John 6. 67). How much Elisha foresaw
we know not, but this he did know, that soon he would be parted from
his loved master, and he would not willingly leave him—he would have
lost much if he had.

THE LAST TRIUMPH OF FAITH. Jordan’s stream barred the
path of the two travellers, and God’s call was onward. Elijah, in faith’s
energy, smote the flood ; it parted; they passed over dryshod. Death's
dark stream itself cannot hinder; there is a way through it; its waters
shall not overthrow the believer (Isaiah 43. 2).

ELIJAH’S OFFER AND ELISHA'S CHOICE. A parting gift is-
offered, and a choice by Elisha falls to be made. ‘ Give me a double
portion of thy spirit,” says Klisha. The double portion was the first-
born’s share (Deut. 21. 17}, 50 what he asked for was a son’s legacy—not
double what Elijah had, but a large portion of it. **This is a hard thing,”
said Elijah. Perhaps, like the asking of James and John (Mark 10. 38), it
involved hard things for the asker. Yet it was a good choice—the best,
“ If thou seest tne,” said Elijah, ‘it shall be"—this was a condition that
involved constant expectancy and watchfuiness.

THE TRANSLATION. Suddenly,as they talked, arrived the chariot,
and the wind caught Elijah away from Elisha’s side, and up to heaven
the prophet went, Elisha saw him go, the promise came true, and the
mantle of Elijah became the property of his successor in the work., Many
saw Jesus go into heaven; these also at Pentecost received the Holy Spirit
to carry on His work. ‘The translation of Elijah is a suggestive picture
of the rapture of the saints when, in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, they shall be caught up, changed, and clothed with immortality
{1 Cor. 15. 51}, '
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

A Painter’s Testimony.—G. F. Watts, R.A., who died
recently, said many wonderful things. One of the most
striking was, ‘‘Death is the fafe of a// of us, but it is not
the end.” Here was a great artist who knew that he must bid
farewell to all his treasure and yet exist for ever in the world to
come (Heb. 9. 27). If like another famous artist—Sidney
Cooper, R.A.—he was a humble believer in the Lord Jesus
Christ (Acts. 16. 31), then he had a hope “beyond the clouds
and beyond the tomb.” ,

The Box with the Slit.—During the short war with the
United States in 1812-14, an American privateer captured a
small Welsh collier in the Irish Channel. The captain of the
privateer, noticing in the cabin a strange little box with a slit
in it, asked what it was. “Ah!” replied the Welshman, “I
and my poor fellows drop a penny apiece in that box every
Sunday to help to send missionaries to the heathen.” ¢ In-
deed,” exclaimed the American, “that’s a good thing.” A
brief pause ensued, and then the victor suddenly said, “I
won’t touch your vessel nor a hair of your heads,” and,
summoning his men, he returned to his own ship, leaving
the collier with the missionary box to go his way rejoicing.
“ Them that honour Me I will honour” (1 Sam. 2. 30).

* After Twenty Years.”’—A colporteur relates the follow-
ing in the Bible Society’s Report for 1898 : “ At Ping-liang-fu,
in Kansuh, I met an old man, a tailor, who twenty years before
had been interested through receiving a Gospel from some
foreigner doing colportage -work. He was then residing in
Hsing-yung, near Si-ngan-fu. All these years the seed had
been germinating, and at last, in Pingliang, through the
missionaries there, he had been led into clearer light. Now
since my visit I have heard that he and two others have been
baptised. Thus there comes a reaping time, although it may
be after many days.” My word “shall not return unto Me
void ” (Isa. 55. 11).

Two Letters or Four.—“There is a wide difference
between your religion and mine,” said a Christian lady to one
in whose spiritual condition she had long been interested.
“Indeed,” said he, “how is that?” “Your religion,” she
replied, “has only #Zwo letters in it, and mine has four.”
“What do you mean,” said he, “by two letters and four?”
“Why, your religion,” said the lady, “is p-0, DO, whereas
mine is D-0-N E, DONE.” The words were used to lead the
weary one to rest in the finished work of Christ (Jobn 19. 31).
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Qutlines of Scyipture - Studies.

“THY PATHS.”  Psalm | THREE STAGES in DISCIPLINE.

O Lord, teach me Thy paths, 254 | 1. Purgeout, - - - 1 Cor. 5.7

Thy paths drop fatness, - 6511 | 2. Come out, - - 2Cor. 6..17

Hold upmygomgs in Thypaths, 17.5, 3. Spue out, - - Rev. 3. 16
J- M. H, ' . T.B.

POINTS ABOUT PRAYER. _
Men ought always to pray (Luke 18. 1). Always, with all prayer and

supplication, . . . watching thereunto - with all perseverance and
gupplication (Ephesians 6 18).
Always labouring fervently . . . in prayer (Col. 4. 12).

Contmumg instant in prayer (Rom. 12. 12; Col. 4. 2) ; night and day
praying exceedingly (1 Thessalonians 3. 10).
The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous; and His ears are open

unto their prayers (1 Peter 3. 1z). E. A. H.
A CONDESCENDING GOD. ABSOLUTE CERTAINTIES.
The Lord looked down from heaven | The Queen of the South shall #Zse
: To see. Luke 11. 31
Ruin - - Psalm 14. 2 Certainty of RESURRECTION.
The Lord looked down from heaven | In the Judgment—1In the Judgment
To hear. Luke 11. 31, 32
REPENTANCE - Psalm 102. 19 Certainty of RECKONING.
The Lord looked from heaven For she came from the utmost parts
To deliver. : Luke 11. 31
REDEMPTION - Dsalm 33. 13-19 Certainty of RECEPTION.
O Ged, look down from heaven For they repented at the preaching
And visit. Luke 11. 32
RevivaL - Psalm 8o. 14 Certainty of REPENTANCE.
1. M. H. HyP.

FITLY FRAMED TOGETHER (Eph. 2. 21

I. The whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which

.~ every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the
measure of every part; maketh increase . . . unto the edifying of
itself in love (Eph. 4. 15, 16). Holding the Head from which all the
body by joints and ‘bands, having nourishment ministered; and knit
together, increaseth with the increase of God (Col. 2. 19).

2. Being knit together in love (Col. 2. 2).
3. Having fervent love one toward another (I Peter 1. 22).

4. Being of one accord; of one mind ; each esteeming the other better
than themselves (Phil. 2. 3; 1 Cor. 6, 17).

Keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph, 4. 3).

6. Putting on charity, which is the bond of perfectness (Col. 3. 14).
Complete in Him (Col. 2. 10). E. A. H.
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A STRIK[NG SIMILIE.

“Just as the throne of God became the throne of grace when
Jesus the Sin Purger sat down upon it, so the law became the
law of liberty after the Lord Jesus had magnified it in His life
and suffered its penalty on the Cross. Therefore we are looked
on as having fulfilled the law in Him.”"—J. w.

JAMES WRIGHT,
ORPHANS' FRIEND, PASTOR, TEACHER, AND PREACHER.

E
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- JAMES WRIGHT, OF BRISTOL.

: AMES WRIGHT was born 1n Bristol in the year 1826.
His parents were God-fearing members-of the Society of
Friends, who brought their children up in ‘“the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.” The children being “ Friends” by
birth, regularly attended the Meeting-house, and early in life
had instilled into them those principles of integrity which
characterise that body. |

At the age of 14 the Spirit of the Lord wrought in his heart,
and showed him tha:, although born a “Friend,” he was a
sinner by nature and practice, and needed to be ‘“born again.”
He yielded, and became *“a new creature in Christ Jesus.”
The new life soon showed itself in love for the Word of God.
In recent years he confessed to the writer that the very long
pauses 1n the meetings of “ Friends” were turned to account
by reading chapter after chapter in his New Testament.

The Lord further opened his eyes to the truth of believers’
baptism, and also that it is the privilege and duty of all true
believers to remember the Lord’s death in His own appointed
way by the “ breaking of bread.” He manifested that obedience
to the teaching of God’s Word which was ever afterwards a
marked feature in His” Christian character. He severed his
connection with the Society of I'riends. and was baptised in
Tottenham. In 1840 he returned to Bristol and joined the
Church at Bethesda, in which, at that time, Messrs. Miiller
and Craik were the leading brethren.

On leaving school he went into business. In 1851 he
married Miss Ann Willington Hitchins. In 1856 business
again took him to London, and he lived in Hackney for
several years.

Mr. Wright’s earliest form of Christian work was Sunday-
school teaching. His success in this work was such that in
1856, when he was 30 years old, he became Superintendent of
the Sunday School at Paragon Road, Hackney.

In 1859 Mr. Miiller, who had known him from boyhood,
wrote asking if he would become one of his helpers in the
work at Ashley Down. 1Ile accepted the invitation, joined
Mr. Muller, and remained in the work until his dearh—a period
of nearly 45 years. During the eleven years from 1859 to 187u
he was, to use Mr. Miiller's words, * one of the most valuable
helpers in the work.” After he had been there one year it was
impressed upon Mr. Miiller's mind that this was the one whom
the Lord was preparing to become his successor. Ior ten
years he and Mrs. Miiller brought the matter before the Lord,
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Brief Records of Men of God.

and both of them became, to use his own words, * more and
more assured that in Mr. Wright God had given to us what we
desired.” In February, 1870, Mr. Miiller, shortly after the
death of his first wife, opened his mind to Mr. Wright, telling
him that he considered 1t to be the will of God that he should
become his successor. Mr., Miiller wrote : “ His great humility,
however, found a number of reasons why he considered him-
self unfit for it, none of which I could allow to stand in the
way as a hindrance, as I knew him so well with regard to his
fitness.. A second difficulty was that his excellent Christian
wife considered that he would be greatly burdened by accepting
my proposal. After some weeks, however, she yielded her
objections 1if he saw it to be the will of God. M?#. Wright then,
after long hesitation, came to the conclusion that it would not
be his duty any longer to refuse.” Very shortly after this
Mr. Wright’s wife died ; thus within a few months both Mr. Miiller
and Mr. Wright sustained a similar bereavement,

In Augost, 1871, Mr. Miiller wrote: “To-day Mr. Wright
asked for the hand of my beloved daughter. This request was
as unlooked for on my part as anything could have been, while
at the same time I knew no one to whom I could so willingly
entrust my choicest earthly treasure. My beloved daughter
had the greatest conflict in her mind for about two weeks
before she accepted this offer, her only and great difficulty being
because of having to leave me.” Mr. Miiller told her it would
be a joy to him to see her married to such a man, so she
accepted the offer, and they were married three months later.
In May, 1872, Mr. Wright became associated with Mr. Miiller
as director. |

Between the yvears 1875 and 1892, during which Mr. Miiller
went on preaching tours all over the world, Mr. Wright
was left in sole charge of the work at Ashley Down for many
months together. |

In 1890 Mrs. Wright fell asleep after a short illness. Their
18 years of married life Mr, Wright described as a time of
“unbroken felicity ”; being an intensely affectionate man, he
felt her removal keenly; yet he bowed and worshipped, with
.childlike submission, the God who in wisdom had taken his
loved one from him. He gave an address at the funeral, and
on the following Sunday preached from the words, “God is
light, and in Him 1is no darkness at all,” a sermon those who
were privileged to hear will never forget. When addressing
the orphans and thanking them for their sympathy in his sorrow
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James Wright, of Bristol.

he said: “Yes, dear children, it is indeed a very great sorrow,
but I would gladly go through it all again if God might bless it
to the salvation of o#ze of you.”

From the autumn of that year he lived with his nieces, the
Misses Withy., On March 6th, 18¢8, the sudden home call of
Mr. Miiller left him n the position of sole director. After he
had published his first report Dr. Pierson wrote of him: “He
shows himself God’s chosen successor in the work, evidently
like-minded with the departed director. It (the report) sounds
as the significant Aeymofe for the future, the same old keynote
of the past, carrying on the melody and bharmony, without
change, into the new measures. It is the same oratorio,
without alteration of theme, time, or even key: the leading
performer is indeed no more, but another hand takes up his
instrument, and, trembling with emotion, he continues the
unfinished strain, so that there is no interruption.”

After some weeks of waiting on God, Mr. Wright asked
G. Fred. Bergin, whom he had known intimately for z5 years,to
become associate director. He consented, and for seven years
they had intense mutual joy in working together,

Mr. Wright was a man of no ordinary graces and gifts, all of
which were joyfully laid at the Master's feet. His beautiful
face and radiant smile showed, better than any words possibly
could, that peace and joy 7#/ed in his heart. His dignified yet
gracious demeanour at once won the respect of all. Of his
faith and love his works bear witness, but it may be added
that his humility was equally apparent to an observing mind.

As a teacher, he was widely known and deeply appreciated ;
his good memory, originality, versatility, wonderful command
of language, and profound knowledge of Scripture impressed
and rivetted his hearers. Many sinners have been wooed to
Christ by his loving appeals, and thousands of Christians have
had their faith strengthened, and their love for the Lord
and His Word greatly deepened by listening to his masterly
exposition of the truth.

His was very fond of music, having a beautiful bass voice.
KFor many years he led the singing in Bethesda. It was a great
pleasure to him to join with others round a piano or organ, and
sing hymn after hymn from the Bristol Tune Book.

Mr. Wright continued m full vigour of body and mind until
the beginning of rgos, when he was laid aside with a carbuncle,
which led after a time to blood poisoning. The illness lasted
a month, and- was accompanied by wmuch suffering, which was
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Brief Records of Men of God.

borne with patience and beautiful submission to the will of
God. During the second week of his illness he said, “‘The
lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, 1 have a
goodly heritage.” If I could have my choice, 1 would not dare
to choose other than He has appointed for me. 1 have left
myself entirely in His hands, and I have been walking W1th
Bim in this illness. I know He is doing the best for me.

He got steadily weaker. At the beginning of the fourth week
he dictated a loving message to those gathered at the Bethesda
Prayer Meeting, speaking of his joy in the Lord Jesus Christ.
During the fourth week his strength failed rapidly; he was
conscious, however, until within an hour of his departure, but
up to the time when he lost power to articulate he did not
realise that he was going home. Just before the end came,
- Mr. Bergin said to him, “ Nearing home, beloved brother!” to
which he seemed to assent by a grip of his hand. Shortly
after that, at four o’clock’ on Sunday afternoon, January zgth,
19035, he quietly fell asleep at the advanced age of 78.

On February 2nd the body was laid to rest in Arno Vale
Cemetery, not far from the resting-place of the founder of the
Orphanages. Eight hundred of the orphans lined the streets
as the body was borne on its way to the funeral service in
Bethesda Chapel; 250 orphans attended the service in the
chapel, and then followed the remains part of the way to the
cemetery. See photo in Aeross the Seas for March,

Mr. G. F. Bergin becomes sole director of the new Orphan
Houses and Scriptural - Knowledge Institution, both of which
were founded by Mr. Miiller, and carried on for the last seven
years by Mr. Wright. The trustees are: Mr. Elliot Armstrong,
Colonel Molesworth, Dr. Elliot, Mr. H. W, Case, Mr. R, E.
Sparks, and Captain Morice,

- Will our readers pray for Mr. Bergin and his large famﬂy of
2000 orphans? G. F. BERGIN, M.B.

PEARI.S PICKED UP FROM DR. TORREY.
There is a hiding-place in Jesus Christ from the power of
the fiercest temptation.

All man’s speculations about the future are worthless. I
want God’s word for 1t.

Every father and mother ought to have the joy of leading
their children to Christ,

If we are to have power with God in prayer, we must seek to
please Him in everything.
' <
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BIBLICAL NOTES AND QUERIES.

By DR. ANDERSON-BERRY, Author of ¢ After Death,” &c., &ec.

G { HE following has been sent me from the other side of the
d wide world :

QuEsTION XIX.— What is the ¢ House of God’ in the New
Testament?” |

As my readers know, the term occurs several times, as for
instance :

Matthew 12. 4—** He entered into the House of God.”

1 Timothy 3. 15— Thou oughtest to behave thyself in the House of
God, which is the Church of the Living God.”

Hebrews 10, 22—” Having an High Priest over the House of God,
let us draw near.’

1 Peter 4. 17— Judgment must begin at the House of God.”

And where “ God ” 1s implied, though not expressed :

Hebrews 3. 5—“Moses verily was faithful in all His house as a
servant.’

Hebrews 3. 6 “ Christ as a Son over His house " (not ** His own"').
'* Whose house are we."” _

Now, in Greek the word has as many meanings as it has in
English. For instance, in both languages it means: (1) A
place of abode or shelter (Matt. 9. 6) ; (2) A number of per-
sons dwelling in or regarded as being in one house—a family or
household (Acts 16. 15); (3) A group of persons descended
from the same stock (Matt. 10. 6).

Now, it is clear that the word in Matthew 12. 4 has the first
meaning. It was the deemacle, God's local habitation on
earth, for then He dwelt not 77 but among His people. Equally
clear is it that in the rest of the passages it has the second and
third meanings. It is no longer the dead, material shell, but
the living organism that is meant.

Look at Luke 2. 4. There Joseph is called “of the house
and lineage of David.” So the believer is by grace of “the
house and lineage of God.” As saith the Holy Spirit by the
Apostle Paul, “ Ye are . . . of the household of God.” That
is why regeneration i1s such a prime necessity with us. In
order to become “children of God ” (and in this statement in
Galatians 3. 26, “Ye are all the children of God by faith
in Christ Jesus,” the Holy Spirit uses the word “huios,” sons
of full age, to emphasise that the relationship is based on parent-
age), we must be born again, from above, by #ke Spirit or Gob.
All those who are born again form the house of God. And
here there is a remarkable thought from a scientific point of
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What is the House of God?

view in 1 Timothy 3. 15. There we have the house of God
called “the ekklesia of the Living God.” In the times of the
Greek domination “ekklesia” had a technical sense. It meant
a full assemblage of all the free citizens of the town gathered
out from amongst all the other inhabitants by the sound of the
trumpet. Now, why is the house of God called the * ekklesia”
of the ““ Living God ”? Because it marks the transition from
the dead shell within which God dwelt amongst His people—
the house of Isracl—in Old Testament times to the people
whom He called out to share His loneliness (Heb. 9. 8 ; 10
19-22), to be His company (for such is the force of the word
“fellowship”), and the call thereto was the trumpet-call of LirFE.
Like the bulb of the beautiful Japanese lily covered with dead
scales buried deep in the dead carth. How hopeless to the
uninitiated does the whole proceeding seem. But life is there,
and it calls to the dead earth and the dead fibres, and the call
is not in vain, for presently from the dead life builds up such a
living organism as gladdens every artistic eye. So now the
house of God is no longer the dead shell in which He dwelt
alone, but the living organism He has built up around Himself
by the power of life, therefore the house is the ¢ ekklesia of the
Living God.”

This fact marks its unity. The ancient ekklesia was no
house, for the only bond between the members was a political
one. Its unity then was a political unity, a unity of expediency,
a umty of proplnqulty But the unity of a living orgamsm—
call it a “house” if you like—is the most perfect umty there
can be. There was a vacant chair in the old man’s heart if
not in his home, and the empty void drave him to the knoll
from which you can see the road winding up the valley from
the great and wicked city a long way, for you see he was the
father. And the son tried hard to forget his father in the
giddy whirl of many a foolish as well as many a fiendish
pleasure. But the call of life MmUsT be heard, although it may
need pig’s food to help us to hear it. And the full fruition of
the answer came when an old man rained down kisses on a
head flung athwart his breast, and one of them stopped the
mouth that fain would say, “Make me as one of thy hired
servants . . .” Never! that could not be, for is not *‘This
my son . . .”? And so, as no man can by his own power or
by the power of any creature enter the “House of God” (John
. 1. 18), no man can leave it or by the power of any created

being be put out of it (Romans 8. 38, 39).
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What is the House of God?

This sweeps away the pretensions of any party to being the
House of God, or to deny that term to other believers.

Equally plain is 1t that we cannot lift a finger to make umty
Our business is ““to keep it,” in other words, to manifest it.
Many a poor soul that is enhghtened enough to declare it
wrong to bid a poor sinner “to make his peace with God” (for
it is already made) is in the veriest Cimmerian darkness as
regards its analogue—the Unity of the Spirit. Remember, the
moment we try to make what we have only to manifest we
become a sect, a.lthough our cry may be, “I of Chrst”
(1 Cor. 1. 12).

There have been many recipes for this unity of believers,
and Darby's is not the last, although it has proved itself the
most futile and fatal. What is that most terrible disease,
cancer? Only a congerie of cells, living cells that go to form
the body, that have forgotten their duty to keep the unity of
the body. That 1s all, but the consequences of such lawless
conduct are horrible. My reader, are you trying to keep this
holy unity set forth under the term, “ House of God”? Are
you seeking, by growing closer to Christ—God’s centre of
unity—to get closer to every believer, by whatever name he or
she may be called. The jewels that made up that most
wonderful necklace (and most fatal too) the world has ever
seen, the diamond necklace made for Marie Antoinette, came
from every quarter of the globe and were known by many
names. So God is calling out from all places of the broad
earth a People for His Son, and they call themselves and are
called by many names, but they are One. Despise not, reject
not one for whom Christ died, to whom the Spirit has given
life, and whom God has called into His house. Whilst
observing the plain directions of Scripture, yet, by the
help of God, maintain this attitude to the brother who has
gone astray.

I close with an instance from beloved Robert Chapman’s
career. There was a brother who got out of communion with
God and his fellow-saints. He awoxded them, and especially
Mr. Chapman, for (if I remember rightly) over a year. He
was not forgotten, he was prayed for; and Mr. Chapman was
on the outlook for this poor brother. One day accidentally he
ran, as the saying 1s, into Mr. Chapman’s arms, and Mr.
Chapman promptly embraced the opportunity by embracing
the brother and kissing him, That was enough. But do you
think Robert Chapman could have kissed him so promptly if
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- What is the House of God?

fe had not been kissing him in his heart every day? Experi-
entia docet |

Note.—In the annual volume of Z%e Witness (and there is
no better investment for young, aye, and for old believers too,
than these valuable annual volumes; buy them, keep them,
read them) for 1893, pp. 99, 100, there are some powerful and
pregnant words by John R. Caldwell. Hear this: *‘All
believers constitute the house or household, and ought to be
manifestly builded together as such. 'The ministry ordained
of God in the Church is with a view to this. But this, as all
else entrusted to man, has failed . . . . It is 2 most disastrous
mistake to hold that those only who have learned something of
the mind of God as to gathering constitute the house of God.
It is a grievous assumption, and those who assert such a claim
need not be surprised if God in His governmental dealings
takes them at their word and deals with them in judgment.”

TALES WORTH TELLING.

[.ending a Pie.—‘ Mother,” said Johnny, “haven’t you a
pie you would like to lend to the Lord?” ¢ Why, Johnny,
what do you mean?” she asked, for she thought at first it was
a joke. '*Don’t you remember,” he said, “that the Bible says,
‘He that giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord?” I don’t
believe old Betsy has had a pie for a long time, and I thought
perhaps you would like to have me take one over to her ; then
you would be lending to the Lord, you know” (Prov. 19. 17).

The Gospel Alps.—Agassiz says that he has stood at one
place in the Alpine Mountains in Switzerland where he could
- throw a chip into the water in one direction, and it would roll
on into the German Ocean ; or he could throw a chip into the
water in another direction, and it would reach the Black Sea
- by the Danube ; or he could throw a chip in another direction,
and it would enter the Mediterranean by the Rhine. IHow far
apart the Mediterranean, and the Black Sea, and the German
Ocean! Standing to-day on these Alps of Gospel privilege,
you can yield to the impulse of the Spirit, accept the Saviour’s
invitation (Matt. 11. 28), and enter the golden gate of Glory,
or you can refuse Him that speaketh from Heaven (Heb. 12.
23), reject the Lord Jesus Christ, and reach the Lake of Fire.
How slight the division to begin with! how wide the “gulf”
to end with!
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T | HIDE!
| HEN the waves of trouble roll
Round my tried and tempted soul;
When the skies are overcast, '
And dark night sets in at last;

From the vast and swelling tide
Hide me, O Jehovah, hide!

Comforter of every heart,

In all griefs who hast Thy part;
Shepherd of my tender years,.
Treasurer of all my tears,

Near my Jesus’” wounded side,
Hide me, O Jehovah, hide!

Keep me ever by Thy grace

In the blessed secret place;

Draw me to Thy loving breast,
Soothe Thy suffering child to rest;
In Thy love’s exhaustless tide,
Hide me, O Jehovah, hide!

Till 1T sweep thro’ trackless skies,

As with Christ my Lord I rise,

Till before the dazzling throne

He presents each faultless one,

Near that precious wounded side,
. Hide me, O Jehovah, hide!

Where T'll know sweet joy at last,
Where the darker clouds are past,
Where the griefs and rending fears,
And the rushing floods of tears
Shall no longer flow beside,

Hide me, O Jehovah, hide! .
Limerick. WILFRID M‘CLURE,

DOES TRACT DISTRIBUTION PAY ?—XII.

Saved and Sent. — An FEvangelist writes: “When at
- Greenwich in August, 1904, I met a hearty Christian worker,
Shallis, who told me that he was saved through the booklet
‘My Conversion: or, Saved in a Circus.” He went out to
join Mr. Brown in Venezuela to labour for the Lord in that
dark country.”
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A Noble Woman, |

Filled with Joy.—Mr. W. C. K. Torre writes from Buenos
Aires on 4th May, rgo4: “We have been rejoicing in seeing
more souls saved. The last conversion I know of was a
gentleman of position and good family who has been coming
to the tent for about a month. He told me that the previous
day he was reading ‘El Camino hacia- Dios’ (a Spanish
edition of Moody’s ‘Way to God’) when he saw all clearly
and was filled with joy. I thank God for this trophy, and
hope he may be used in his testimony amongst those whom we
find it so difficult to reach.”

SUBJECTS FOR SUNDAY.

For Sunxpay ScHooLrs, BIBLE CrAssEs, AND HOME READING.

In connection'with Zhe Gospel Schemme of Lessons, we purpose following the
series of Studies entitled, ‘“ WILDERNESS WAYS AND CaNaAN Davs,” with a

course of :
“LESSONS FROM LIFE IN THE LAND,”

reviewing in a simple way some of the principal events in Israel’s history up to
the captivity, whilst the last, or ““ open ' Sundays, will be taken up with Studies
from the Gospels. :

23rd April, | Read 2 Kings 4. 8-37. Learn John 11. 25, 26.

A NOBLE WOMAN.

A kind and good act by a great lady—Serving God by serving God’s man—A
contented one—The acceptable reward--Faith’s trfal and triumph.

HE town of Shunem lay between Samaria and Carmel. The woman

of our lesson observed the prophet Elisha passing through the

place, and invited him to eat bread. She was a great lady, but evidently

observed the godly demeanour of the man of God, and on this account
wanted to show kindness—this was sure to bring a blessing to her.

A PROPHET'S RECEPTION. The good woman saw and discerned
a good man—God’s man—and received him kindly and gladly (see John
1. 14). Kindness shown for the Master’'s sake 1s as kindness to the
‘Master Himself (Matt. 25. 40, &c.) Her character was of a practical kind,
and her deeds suited the need of the prophet: a chamber, a bed, a table,
a stool, a candlestick— a complete outfit, shelter, rest, provision, and light.

A PROPHET'S REWARD (Matt. 1o0. 40, 42).—The prophet could not
take all this kindness without showing his gratitude. He could not pay
her in money; she was already rich, so he proposed to introduce her to
the king, and bring her into royal society, but she was wisely con-
tent to dwell happily among her own people (Rom. 12. 16; Jer. 45. 5).
‘“ What is to be done for her ?”” again said the prophet, and his servant
Gehazi suggested that she, like all women pf Israel, would prize the gift
from God of a son, as she had none. This at once met with Elisha's
approval, and doubtless prayer followed, and assurance was received, for
Elisha was able to tell the woman that soon she would be a happy mother,
and so it came to pass, '

FAITH SORELY TRIED.—We are reminded of Abraham’s trial, the
greatest possible, and his faith that God could even raise the dead (Heb.
11. 19). The boy fell sick and died, but the Shunamite woman did not
give up. She knew God had given, and she knew that God did not mean
to mock her by taking away without reason ; so she set about to see what
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A Nobleman in Need.

could be done. She put the body on the bed of the man of God, and set
out to find him. ‘This was true faith, for she knew that God who gave at
first could even now restore, The prophet sent Gehazi his servant with
his rod in his hand ; but the womman was not satisfied, but said: ‘‘ As the
Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.” Cleaving like
this brings blessing (see Gen, 32. 26-2¢; Ruth 1. 16; John 6. 68).

FAITH RICHLY REWARDED. ILlisha's way with the boy is
instructive. His earnest activity, prayer, and contact with the dead boy
convey many lessons, and the final and happy result, as the mother
clasped her darling to her breast and carried him away, is a bright out-.
come of her faith—persistent, active, and genuine. Recall the truth that

- as Elisha came to the boy and contracted himself to the boy’s stature,
&e., so Jesus came to man’s condition, and contact with Him is life
eternal {(John 12. 42).

joth April, Kead John 4. 43-34. Learn John 4. 48,

A NOBLEMAN IN NEED.

An exception to the rule—-Noble, yvet needful —Love and faith at work —Personal
coming — A journey not needed—Jesus can help from afar—Omnipresent and
Omnipotent—Increased faith—A happy household.

FROM Sychar, where Jesus had spent two.days with the Samaritans,

He passed on to Cana of Galilee, where He made water wine. Cana
was twelve or fourteen miles distant from Capernaum, referred to in our
lesson as the place where the son of the sick nobleman lay.

THE MAN WHO CAME TO JESUS. A ‘‘nobleman,” or “ ruler.”
Some have supposed him to be Chuza, Herod's steward, whose wife
afterwards ministered to our Lord (Luke 8. 3). Though not many
“noble” are called (1 Cor. 1. 26), it does not say not ‘‘any.” This man
was one of the few., A nobleman has more trouble in coming to Jesus
than a poor man, and an old man does not finditso easy asa young man,
Lords and their sons need the same Gospel as paupers and their sons.

WHY THE NOBLEMAN CAME. It was need, extreme need, and
faith that Jesus could meet that need, combined tomove him {Heb. 11. 7).
He had heard of Jesus’ power; he looked on the pale face of his son,and
faith in Jesus and love for his boy made the great man travel that twelve
miles in his own person to get the healing so much needed. Observe
that he came in person, not sending a servant, though he had many.

THE IMPERFECTION OF THE NOBLEMAN’'S FAITH. He
cried, *“Come down, ere my child die,” seemingly thinking that the
twelve miles between them prevented healing—the poor man (unlike the
centurion of Luke 7) did not know the power of Jesus’ word, which can
bless from heaven to earth as easily as from Cana to Caperaaum.

JESUS WORD ONLY. It wasa trying time for the anxious noble-
man ; Jesus seemed to put him to the test severely (t Peter 1. 7}, and did
not start for Capernaum at his entreaty, but said, ** Go thy way—thy son
liveth.” Thus, without any other ground of hope than the bare word of
Jesus, not * seeing,” only believing (TLuke 8. 50), the nobleman had to
start homewards, He would be filled with comfort or otherwise just in
the measure of his believing (Rom. 135. 13).

THE SERVANTS JOYFUL NEWS. Next day, as the nobleman
travelled towards his house, a company of his people came out to meet
him with the good news that the boy was quite better. He asked,
“When did my son begin to amend ?” ‘“ Qh,” they said, ‘‘ he got well
all at once!” the *“ fever left him.” ‘At whathour?” ‘At the seventh

04

The Believer's Pathway (New Series) 14 (1893)



The Believer's Pathway (New Series) 14 (1893)

Naaman, the Leber.

hour!” Exactly the hour when Jesus had spoken the word—quicker
than telegraphic flash (Psalm 33. 9).

AN INCREASE OF FAITH, AND AN INCREASE OF BELIEV-
ERS. The nobleman had believed the word (verse 51); his belief now
rests in the Person who spoke the word, and the result of the miracle was
a household of believers (see Acts 16, 15; 16. 34 ; 18. 8).

7th May. Read 2 Kings 5. 14. Learn Acts 4. 12.
NAAMAN, THE LEPER.

A great man ‘but”’—A little witness in a dark place—God’s Man well spoken
of —Royal mistakes—A humbling path—Altogether persuaded—Obedient,
believing, blessed,

*HE familiar story of Naaman, his trouble and its cure, affords the
. teacher a very picturesque and interesting parable of Gospel truth,

THE GREAT MAN AND THE LITTLE “BUT.” Commander-
in-chief of the armies of Syria, and friend and favourite of the king ;
brave, rich, honoured, successful—such was the man—* but” spoils all.
He was a leper, and all that that involved of suffering and death was his.
A pretty girl, a clever bay, an honoured man or' woman may be, and yet
all the while a ““sinner.,” If not converted, born again, blood-washed
- and forgiven, still a sinner (Rom. 3. 23; 5. 12; 6. 23).

THE CAPTIVE LITTLE MAID. She had been cruelly snatched
. from her home, and made a slave to the great man’s wife, Little did
Naaman or his wife know the value of that little, nameless one. She was
a precious believer in the great Jehovah of Israel, whose faith was pre-
served in that distant and heathen land. As Joseph was sold to Egypt in
. God’s purpose to save lives, so the maid’s captivity and bondage were
Naaman’s salvation,

THE MAID'S TESTIMONY. She pointed away to the remedy—
her heart was moved with compassion for her master’s sore trouble, and
her young lips told of healing power in and through God’s Man. (See
Acts 13. 39; John 1. 29, &c.) Jesus is God’s Man—the Great Physician,
All that come are received and healed.

THE WAY OF IGNORANCE AND PRIDE. The king's letter and
Naaman’s gold, and silver, and garments were just so much rubbish
and hindrance to the object in view. Acts of Parliament and tons of gold
cannot bring salvation to a sinner, or bring a sinner to salvation (Psalm
49. 6, 7; Jonah 2. g). Even Israel’s king was little better; he knew
nothing of the power of God’s Man—could not do what the little maid
did, point directly to Him, and so put an ignorant heathen right.

THE WAY OF THE PROPHET. “ILet him come to me, and he
shall know.” This invitation was gracious and cpportune. Like this,
Jesus says, ‘“ Bring him to Me” (Luke 8. 41); “ Come unto Me” (Maltt.
11. 28); “‘ Look unto Me” (Isa. 45. 22); and knowledge and assurance of
salvation results (2 Tim. 1. 12).

THE WAY OF HEALING. A humbling way—to stand at a pro-
phet's door like a beggar—to be irstructed by a servant, who did not
even say, ‘“if you please”—to be told to dip in Jordan seven times—
surely not a pleasant way for a proud man (Matt. 18. 3, 4). Again,
Naaman is benefitted by having a servant wiser than himself, and was
persuaded to obey the word of the Lord,

THE PERFECT CURE. ‘ His flesh came again like that of a little
child.” Probably Naaman was an old, wrinkled man, besides being a
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(rehaszi, the Covetous.

leper. He came up out of Jordan ‘“anew man” (z Cor. 5. 17). his leprosy
gone for ever, and new life his. Jordan’s death-stream the burial-place
of the old and seed-plot of the new (John 12. 24); Naaman’s gratitude,
tender conscience, and desire to serve and worship the Lord are the
closing points of this most interesting portion.

.
14th May. Read 2 Kings 5. 15-27. Learn 1 Tim. 6. 10.

GEHAZI, THE COVETOUS.

A grateful confessor-— Free grace, nothing to pay — Gnd's land—Rimmon
despized and dethroned— An evil thought—Evil ways and an awful fate,

WE parted with Naaman the Syrian in our last lesson a cured leper,

a converted man, happy and grateful. He was not like the nine
lepers of Luke 17.12, who took the cure and never returned to give
thanks. He came back, and would have given the Prophet Elisha quite
a fortune—he had brought about f12,000, and other valuable things
besides. We see bim now no longer the proud leper, but a humbled
man back at the prophet’s house to tell out his heart,

NAAMAN’'S CONFESSION. ‘““Now I know that there is no God in
all the earth but in Tsrael”—a grand testimony, and true knowledge.
QOne only—‘ No other name” (Acts 4. 12), No other sglvation—no other
saviour—** Jesus only.” ,

A WITNESS TO FREE GRACE. Naaman offered gifts to the
Prophet Elisha, but he would take nothing. Why? The money would
have been useful, butit would have marred the grace of God. ‘“ Without
money, without price” (Isaiah 55). ‘ Freely by His grace” (Rom. 3. 24).
Money cannot buy it, money cannot pay for it, but need can have it free.

NAAMAN'S SOUVENIR. Israel’s God and Israel’s land connected
in the captain’s mind; and this heathen man would have a special
sacred spot of the dear earth that was blessed with God’s blessed
presence—not the place for itself, but for the presence of the Person
(Matt. 18. 20).

NAAMAN'S CONSCIENCE. Rimmon’s house had lost its charm
now; nay more, it had become an evil place to Naaman—his duty as a
servant to serve his king, he saw, might cause him to enter the idol
house, and even to act respectfully there ; but Rimmon was dead in his
heart— God reigned there. The prophet’s answer was simple and ample,
““Goin peace.” He would not bind a burden on the young convert, but
send him forward and expect that light would shine on his path as he
grew in grace and knowledge (1 Cor, 3. 2).

THE SERVANT'S SIN. Elisha’s servant-—a servant who had been
long associated with his master, and who should have learned more than
he evidently had—heard and saw what had passed, and the demon
Covetousness rose up in his heart. He concluded that FElisha was silly
in ‘“ sparing”’ this Syrian, and he would do a clever thing for himself,
and get something. 7The narrative gives the plan, and its result— detec-
tion, shame, disgrace, and death. '

THE SIN OF COVETOUSNESS. Many and solemn are the warn-
ings against this in Scripture. This destroyed Lot {(Gen. 13. 10); Lot’s
wife (Gen, 19. 26); Achan (Joshua 7); Gehazi; Judas; Ananias and
Sapphira; Demas, and many others, Surely there is need that the
heart be fortified with grace and contented with Christ, so that love
of attractive things may not be nursed in the heart to the ruin of the
soul. Gehazi passes out of the scene a ‘‘leper for ever’’—hopelesss,
dark, dark doom.
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TALES WORTH TELLING.

My Very Own.—A heathen girl was once asked by her
teacher, “ Is there anything you can call your own?” She
hesitated for a moment, and then, looking up, replied, «1
think there is.” - ““ What is it?” asked the teacher, with
surprise. “I think,” said the girl, “that my®sins are
my own.”

What the Enemy said.—Speaking of Pharach and Israel,
Dr. Parker once said :—*¢ If we take God into our counsels,
- we need not fear what man can do unto us. The enemy
said, ¢ I will pursue; I will overtake.” But the voice from
"heaven said, ‘No, I will cast the enemy into the mighty

"

waters .

Smiling Christians.—At a mission hall in London a
~wealthy lady, who was unfortunately deaf, made good use
- of her riches by providing for the poor some excellent gospel
services., On one occasion a celebrated preacher sa1d to her,
““ And what part do you take in this noble work ? ” «.Qh ’_’ B
_ she answered quietly, 1 smile them in, and I smile them

out again.” Soon after this the preacher saw the good
result of her sympathy as a crowd of working men entered
the hall looking delighted to get a smile from her. The
Bread of Life and the Water of Life cannot be recommended
to people by those who look as if that food and drink dis-
agreed with them (Phil. 4. 4).

Where are the Wicked People Buried ?—A little boy,
going through a church-yard with his father one day, asked
this question: ¢ Father, where are all the wicked people
buried ?” Well, it does not matter much where they are
buried. The Word of God says, “The wicked shall be
turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.”
“ And whosoever was not found written in the book of life
was cast into the lake of fire.” Is your name in His book ?

The Way to the Pit.—A young man was once entering
a theatre. IHaving paid the money for a seat in that part of
it called ?ke pit, he was proceeding thither when a person
behind him, supposing he should have gone to another part,
cried out eagerly, ¢“You're going the way to the pit!” The
pit! The words pierced his heart. He thought of another
pit to which he was hastening—the pit of hell! and he
turned homewards ¢ trembling and astonished.” He for-
sook his sinful ways, believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
became a new creature in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 5. 17%).
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Outlines of Srrzpture Studies.

THREE DAYS,

1 The Dayspring - - Luke 1. 78
2 The Daysman - - Jobo. 33
3 The Daystar - 2 Pet. 1. 19

The Dayspring points to the dirth of
Christ, the Daysman to His medintion,
and the Daystar to His coming. 1. B.

CHRIST
Having life, 1 John 5. 12- -

Having lips, Heb. 13. 15- - -

Having utterance, 1 Cor. 1. § -

Having time, 1 Cor. 7. 29, 30 - -
- ¥or Christ is holy, - -

Be holy, 1 Peter 1. 15

FOURP'S INPSALM FORTY-TWO,

1 David panting - = verse |
2 David pouring - - verse 4
3 David pouting - » verse §
4 David praising =« =« verse II
T. B.

ALL IN ALL.

- Live to Christ, 2 Cor, 5. ¢
- Speak to Christ, Acts 7. 5
- Speak for Christ, Matt. 10. 32
- Occupy for Christ, Luke 19. 13
-1 Peter 1. 16

Be humble, 1 Peter 5. § - For Christ was lowly Matt, 11. 29; Phil. 2. 5-9

Be forgiving, Luke 11. 4 - For Christ has forgiven @~ - -
- For Christ suffered - - -
- For Christ laboured -
Be prayeriul, 1 Thes. 5. 17 For Christ is Mediator

Be patient, Jame=s 5. 7
Be zealous, Rev. 3. 19

DAILY BLLL OF FARE.
Daily searching in the Word
Acts 17. 11
Daily gathering precious store
Ex. 16. 4, §
Daily bread get from my Lord
Luke 11. 3
Daily praising Jesus more Ps. 72. 15
Daily taking up the cross Lu. 9. 23
Daily dying I shall be 1Cor. 15. 1
Daily watching. Count but loss
Prov. 8. 34
All things till His face I see
Phil. 3. 8 7.M.H.

Col. 3. 13
Heb. 12. 2
Ps.69. 9; John 9.°4

1 Tim. 2. 5 JEW.

THE WRATH OF GOD.
The duration of it Rev. 14. 10, I I
The subjects of it - John 3. 36
The certainty of it 2 Thes. 2. 11, 12

The nature of it - 2 Thes. 1. 9
The place of 1t ~ - Rev. 21. 8
BOT
Salvation is free = Isa. 55. 1
Salvation is (ull - Tuke 2. 29, 30

Salvation is everlasting Isa. 45, 17
Salvation is now - -2 Cor. 6. 2

REDEMPTION’S TYPE AND THEME.,

Bondage in Egypt, - - - -
Blamelessness of the Lamb
Bason of blood - -

~ Bunch of hyssop - -
Beginning of months -
‘Brought to God - -

Ditterness of the Egyptians

Salvation is costless - FEph. 2.8
w.S.

- - - - - Ex. 1. 14
- - - - - Ex. 12. §
- - - - « Ex. 12. 22
- - - - - Ex. 12, 22
. - - - - Ex, 12, 2
- - - - - Ex. 19. 4
- E

X. 12. 30 J.E.B-

THE BELIEVER'S PATHWAY.
A PATHWAY OF

AITIT  Heb. 11. 8; Phil. 4. 6

AVOUR - Ps. 5. 12, 91
ELLOWSHIP with Christ

1John1.3; 1Cor. 1. 9

LIGHT Prov. 4. 18; 1 Jno. 2.9, 10

IFE Psalm16.11; 1 John3. 14
JVE Eph. 5. 2; 1 Johnz2.5,6

ROGRESS Ps.84.7;Ph. 3.13,14
RIVILEGE Jn.14.23; Eph.2.18
TRIBULATION John 16. 33

PEACE Luke 1. 79; Isa. 26. 3

RUST Is. 50. 10; Psalm 37. 5
RIUMPH
Psalm 59. 125 1 Chr. 19. 13

- Isa. 48 17

1 am the Lord which leadeth thee -
- Isa. 42. 16

I will lead thee in paths not known - E.AH..
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WHAT A CHRISTIAN POSSESSES!

“T Have a whole Christ for my salvation ; the whole Bible for
my soul’s instruction and guidance; the whole Church of
God for my fellowship ; the whole of the Spirit’s Ministry in
it; the whole world for my parish, that I may be a true
Catholic and never become Sectarian.”—AUGUSTINE.

THOMAS RYAN, or DuBLIN,

A VETERAN IN THE SERVICE OF JESUS CHRIST.
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THOMAS RYAN, OF DUBLIN.

{ HOMAS RYAN came of a good family stock in the South
cf Ireland. In earlier days he had been, like most young
country gentlemen, gay and careless, devoting his time to |
hunting and other rural pleasures ; but being intended for “the
Church,” he came to Dublin to carry on his University studies.
In the good providence of God he was soon brought under the
influence of some of the early ““ Brethren,” his heart was opened
to the reality and power of the Gospel of God, and under the
teaching of the Holy Spirit the Bible became a new book to
him. Conscientious difficulties respecting the Prayer Book in
general, and the Ordination and Baptismal services in parti-
cular, soon arose, and quickly led him, much to the annoyance
and dlsapproval of his father, to abandon his intention of
becoming a clergyman, and to devote himself, with increasing
joy, to the fellowship of spiritually-minded Chrlstlans and to
various spheres of free evangelistic work.

About this time, or very shortly afterwards, he made the
acquaintance of Mr. J. N. Darby, Mr. J. G. Bellett and many
other leaders of what is known as the early “ Brethren” move-
ment, with whom he soon formed the closest friendships, and
enthuszastlcally threw in his lot with Mr. Darby in the lament-
able division associated with his name, and for some years was
a thorough-going “ Exclusive.” About that time several of
Mr. Darby’s coadjutors began to be exercised concerning their
position, not only on account of their separation from, and
cruel and unfounded charges against, many of the Lord’s ser-
vants, as holy and devoted as themselves, but also by reason of
the pamful and unscnptural speculations indulged -in by
Mr. Darby himself in his writings upon the sufferings of Christ.
Mr. Ryan also began seriously to consider his positioﬁ and
very soon afterwards retired from fellowship with Mr, Darby
and his party, against whom he now turned all his influence
both of voice and pen, and maintained for many years a severe
attitude of hostility to “ Darbyism ” and its peculiar teachings.

For the past forty years Mr. Ryan gave himself with much
devotedness and catholicity of spirit to the ministry of the
Word in the Assemblies, and in connection with Young Men’s
Bible Classes in various places did a magnificent work mn open-
ing up the Scriptures and grounding many in the foundations
of the faith, specially in those truths which Cluster round the
Person and the Cross of Christ.

Being a very fair Hebrew and Greek scholar, and devoting
his whole life to the prayerful and diligent study of the Word
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Brief Records of Men of God.

of God, he became truly “mighty in the Scriptures,” and,
under God’s blessing, large numbers received through his min-
istry a clear, vital hold upon the precious things of God, whilst
many of the poor, who for years attended his Gospel meetings
in the Dublin City Mission and other places, rejoiced in the
simplicity and affection with which he preached to them the
Gospel of Christ.

.. He was the author of “ Notes on the Acts of the Apostles,”
“ Notes on the Book of Revelation,” “ The Birthday and After,”
and numberless tracts and pamphlets on doctrinal and contro-
versial subjects, many of his volumes proving a help to a wider
circle of friends than his voice could ever have reached.

Those who loved Mr. Ryan best were those who know him
best. He was a warm-hearted and sincere friend, and whilst
~an uncompromising champion for the truth, was personally
considerate and humble-minded. Possessed of a magnificent
constitution, he carried on his labours into old age, and only
within the past five years did his health begin completely to
fail ; but up to the very last his heart was true to his Saviour
and Lord, and a reference to the love of Jesus or the precious
Blood of Christ whispered into his ear never failed to rouse
him from his weakness and stupor to respond, as he did ona
recent occasion, ““ Everything about Him is lovely.”
~ With marked singleness of heart he gave himself for all the
latter years of his life to the fulfilment of the much-needed
ministry emphasised by Paul in 2 Tim. 2. 2, till on the 14th of
January, 1905, at the extreme old age of ninety-five, this much-
esteemed servant of the Lord and highly-gifted teacher passed
into the presence of his Lord, where now he rests from his
labours and his works do follow him , H. W. T.

THE BELOVED DISCIPLE’S BELOVED CHILDREN

. By Dr. J. NorMAN CasEg, China,

'LTHOUGH one of our Lord’s earliest and most devoted
followers, though occupying a very honourable place in

the apostolate, John never styles himself an apostle. As he
looked back over his six or seven decades of Christian life and
experience, one great fact stood out beyond and eclipsed all
others—r/e was the disciple whom Jesus loved. The love evidently
was a special love, the Lord finding in him some profound sym-
pathy, some congeniality of spirit lacking in others. And when
in his old age he wrote his gospel and epistles he felt that that
was the greatest joy and honour that had come to him. So in
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The Beloved Disciple’s Be/owd' Children.

the gospel he five times refers to himself as the disciple whom
Jesus loved, or words to that effect (chapters 13. 23; 19. 26;
20. 2; 21. 7, 20).

But inviting as the subject is, it is not of the apostle himself
we now propose to write, but of those whom he with paternal
affection calls /Zi#tle children. In the Greek but one word is
used : it is what is called a diminutive of affection, The word
we refer to is found seven times in his first epistle (chapters 2.
I, 12, 28; 3. 7. 17; 4. 4; 5. 21), and always embraces the
whole family of God. It is different from the word translated
“little children” in chapter 2. 3, 18. That word generally
~means babes or infants : it is used in such passages as Matthew
2.8, 9, 11; Mark 10. 13, 16, &c. There i1s, however, this
difference : in the passages in the gospels /ZiZera/ babes are
referred to; in the epistle, sperztual babes are in view. It is
not a question of natural age, or even, entirely, of the number
of years one has been a believer on Christ. A man of seventy
~may be but a babe in Christ, while one half that age may be a
father. It does not depend upon the mere passage of days and
months and years, but on the measure of spiritual growth—the
increase in the knowledge of and likeness to Christ.

Again, neither is the word we are considering the term used
by the apostles Paul and John when they speak of Christians
as children of God (Rom. 8. 16, 17, 21; 1 John 3. 10; 5. 2,
&c.). 1t is instructive to learn that in the original the apostle
John does not speak of believers as “sons of God,” but always*
as ‘“‘children of God.” He so often writes of the Saviour as
the Son of God that he cannot, as it seems, bring himself to
apply the title to any mere creature. If the reader will take
the Revised Version and look up John 1. 12 and 1 John 3.1, 2
he will find the passages rightly rendered cZildren of God. We
become children by birth, and the #ew &777% is one of this
apostle’s great themes. And this is another reason for his
habitual use of the word c4z/dren rather than sons. I do not
mean that believers are not sons as well as children : the apostle
Paul employs both terms to describe them; but the apostle
John, as we have shown, only uses the latter.

The word we are considering~Zeknion—is only found in the
New Testament twice outside of this epistle. It is used in
Galatians 4. 19, where its suitability will be apparent to all;
and again in John 13. 33. The Lord’s use of the endearing

* In Rev, 21. 7, to the overcomer the promise is given: * I will be his God, and
he shall be My son.” ‘This is the only exception to the above rule I can find, and
points on to the resurrection state,
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term on the ever-to-be-remembered night of the betrayal must
have greatly impressed one at least of those who heard it; and
now, probably after more than sixty years, the tender, memor-
able word naturally comes to his lips and flows from his pen.
Christ’s life and nature, as plants in a congenial soil, have taken
root and developed in him. Thus rooted and grounded in -
love, he loved all the children of God with more than human
love, and for all time earned the title, the Apostle of Love.

In the first use of the title we are considering the apostle
adds the little word sy (chapter 2. 1), and though he does not
afterwards use it, the word might well be supplied in the other
places. Such, at least, must have been the opinion of the
Revisers, who supply it, in italics, in the six verses where it is
again found. Therefore we judge we have a sufficient ground
for the title of this series of short papers—* The Beloved Dis-
ciple’s Beloved Children.”

TALES WORTH TELLING.

What the Fool said.—A wealthy banker in Paris invited
a number of famous men to dinner. Among them were
Alexandre Dumas and a famous general. At the after-dinner
discussion the general spoke very scornful about God. “For
my part,” he added, “I can’t conceive of the existence of this
mysterious being whom they call the good God.” ¢ General,”
replied Dumas, “I have two hunting dogs, two monkeys, and
a parrot at home, who are of your opinion exactly.” ‘The
fool hath said in his heart . . . no God” (Psalm 14. 1).

Tennyson’s Testimony.—In one of Tennyson’s letters,
written from a little village on the Lincolnshire coast, he gives
.a glimpse of quaint autobiography. He tells us that he was
housed with “two perfectly honest Methodists.” When he
arrived, he asked his hostess about what news she had to tell,
and she replied, “ Why, Mr. Tennyson, there’s only one piece
of news that I know, that Christ died for all men.” * Well,”
answered the famous poet, “‘and that 15 old news, and good
news, and new news” (z Cor. 5. 14; Gal. 6. 14).

Who Sends the Rain ?—A niother and her little son were
going out to visit. Just before starting, the rain came down in
torrents. *‘I think, my dear,” said the mother, “ we will kneel
down and ask God to take away the rain.” Studying a
moment, the child enquired, ‘“ Mother, does God send the

rain?” “VYes, my dear,” replied the fond mother. “Then
we better let Him alone,” earnestly replied the boy. Whata
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Tules Worth Telling.

lesson for all! ‘“ As for God, His way is perfect” (2 Sam. 22.
31). “Until He please” (Song of Solomon 8, 4).-

Diamond Discovery.—The “Cullinan Diamond,” the
largest gem ever found, was discovered in the Premier
Diamond Mine, near Pretoria, on 26th January, 1905, It
weighs 3,024 carats, or about 13 lbs., is 4 inches long, 2%
inches high, 1} 1nches deep. Suppose you had this diamond
in your hand and it grew and grew till it was as large as the
world, the question could still be asked, ““ What shall it profit
a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?”
~ The Entertainer’s Indisposition.—At St. George’s Hall
. Ballad Concert in London on Thursday, 16th March, 1gos,
the chairman announced that one of the entertamers——
Mr. Quentin Ashlyn——was prevented from performing “owing
- to indisposition.” Mr. Ashlyn, however, stood up, and facing
his audience, said: “Ladies and gentlemen, I am unable to
give you my usual entertainment this afternoon. The fact is 1
have recently been converted to God at the Albert Hall
Mission, and I feel that my life must be spent, not in amusing
people who are—many of them—on the road to hell, but in
the service of the Saviour who died for me.” Like Paul, “he
spake boldly in the Name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 9. 29).

The Japanese Officer’'s Wife.—One of the greatest
difficulties of missionary work in Japan is to make the people
believe that they are sinners. They are quite ready to
acknowledge that other nations may need a Saviour, but not
Japan. One of the missionaries was talking to an officer’s.
wife, 2 lady of very good family, and telling her that before
the One True God we are all sinners. She listened politely,
and then covering her face with her hands, burst out laughing. -
“I do beg your pardon,” she said, “but / a sinner! the idea
is too ridiculous!” The old truth that “A4// have sinned”
(Rom. 3. 23) 1s hard, yet needful to learn. Never lost, never
saved ; never saved, never heaven. '

The King’'s Testimony.—King Milan’s advice to his son,
which has just been published, contained the following words:
“ Place no faith in any man; my greatest fault was in believing
in the probity of others. There is neither faithfulness nor
honesty in the world ; all those who approach you are capable
of treason.” What a confirmation of the truth written 1500
years ago: “Cursed be the man that trusteth-in man, and
maketh flesh his arm.” ¢ Blessed is the man that trusteth in
the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is” (Jer. 17. 5, 7). HyP.
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BIBLICAL NOTES AND QUERIES.

By Dr. ANDERSONR-BERRY, Author of “Seven Cries,” “ After Death,” &c.

QuestioN XX.— Was Barnabas an apostle? ¢ Whick
when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of” (Acts 14. 14).

G HE word “apostolos™ in Greek, coming from the verb
“apostello” (% send away), means “one sent forth.”
Thus Epaphroditus is called an “ apostolos ” in Philippians
2. 25, where we read * your messenger.” He was sent on an
errand of benevolence to Paul by the Church at Philippi. -So
we read in 2 Corinthians 8. 28 : . Our brethren be inquired of;
- they are the messengers (apostolos) of the Churches, and the
glory of Christ.”
~ Perhaps it was because this word occurs but rarely in Greek
that our Lord chose it to be the name by which the twelve
whom He chose to company together “all the time that the
Lord Jesus went in and out amongst us, beginning from the
baptism of John unto that same day that He was taken up from
up . . . . a witness with us of His resurrection.” Previously
He had called them discip'es or learners ; now they were to
make some use of their learning and become His delegates or
~missionaries. And so we read, * These twelve Jesus sent forth”
(apostello). Naturally they became the Twelve Apostles.

Paul also was an apostle in this particular sense, as we read
elsewhere, but ¢ Barnabas and Paul ” were apostles in the sense
of missionaries sent forth by the Church at Antioch under the
immediate direction of the Holy Spirit, just as Epaphroditus,
as we have already seen, was an apostle or messenger of the
Church at Philippi.

Hence in this ordinary sense of the word all sent forth by the
Churches carrying the message of salvation are apostles. But
in the special sense which our Lord Jesus gave to the word
when He sent forth the twelve, none can be an apostle.

We hear much of Elijahs, apostles, and messiahs in these
latter days of shame and apostacy, just as in Scotland there are
men calling themselves bishops although all prelacy was swept
away long ago, just as in William Booths Mission there are
majors, and general, and captains, or in certain society there
are Sir This and Sir That. All are imitations or shams, like
paste diamonds and common deal stained to represent noble
oak. We are children, yet in many things, and this amongst
the rest—we are apt to be fond of “ make-believes.” Suffer,
then, a word of warning against that movement which elicited
this question, what my correspondent calls “the restored
apostle doctrine.”
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SreciaL Books FOR BIBLE STUDENTS AND Busy WORKERS.

HANDFULS ON PURPOSE.

For Christian Workers and Bible Students. By Jamus Smrrm, Coalsnaughton.
ExposiTions, BIBLE REaDings, OUTULINES, and ILLUSTRATIONS,
HANDFULS ON PURPOSE. Series 1. (Second KEdition.)
Contains: 16 Papers on Spiritual Patterns in the Tabernacle,
30 Old Testament Expository Outlines, 30 New Testament
Expository Ouatlines, 1§ Bible Readings, 27 Gospel Qutlines,
w7 Illustrations, Hints on 158 Texts. 276 Pages. 2/8, post free,

HANDFULS ON PURPOSE. Series II. Contains: 30 Notes
on the Tabernacle, 29 Old Testament Outlines, 29 New Testament.
Outlines, 21 Bible Readings, 27 Gospel Outlines, 36 Seed Thoughts,
70 New Illustrations, Hints on 205 Texts. All different to other
volumes. 310 Pages. 3/6. post free.

HANDFULS ON PURPOSE. Series IIl. Contains: 5 Papers
on the Offerings, 44 Expository Old Testament Outlines, 24
Expository New Testament Outlines, 17 Bible Readings on the
Holy Spirit, &c., 29 Gospel Outlines, 29 Seed Thoughts, 30 Illus-
trations, Hints on 182z Texts. All different to other volumes.
312 Pages. 3/6, post free.

HANDFULS ON PURPOSE. Series 1V. Contains: 162 Bible
Outlines, Suggestive Topics, Seed Thoughts, Striking Illustrations
ranging over the Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation, 312 Pages
of truly profitable matter. 3/8, post free, '

HANDFULS ON PURPOSE. Series V. Contains: Old Testa-
ment Biographical Ouatlines, New Testament Parable Outlines,
Bible Readings, Gospel Outlines, Seed Thoughts. Entirely
Original. Just issued. 3/6, post free.

Commended by 7Zhe Christian, The Life of Faith, Regions Beyond,

The Reaper, Trust, and British Messenpger. Set of 5 Yols., 15/, post free.

FOoR PRESENTATION, In Half-Morocco Binding, Gilt Edges, Gilt Titles. Chaste
and substantial Volumes for Presentation. 2/ each, Post Free.

THE “J.R.C.” LIBRARY

Of EXPOSITIONAL and PRACTICAL PAPERS on Bible Books and Themes.
By J R. Carpweirr, Editor of The Witness,
Foundations of the Faith once for all delivered to the Saints.

Deals with Inspiration, Atonement, Justification, Regeneration,
Sanctification, Sonship, Punishment. Zatest /. R.C. Volume.
From the Cross to the Kingdom. Deals with the Lord Jesus

hrist as Cruocified, Risen, Living, Coming, Reigning.
God’s Chosen People ; a Historic and Prophetic Qutline of God’s
ways with Israel Past, Present, Future. Full of Practical Truth.
Because Ye Belong to Christ: The Mutual Kesponsibilities of
Believers. Deals with Separation, Gathering, Fellowship, Unity,&c.
Shadows of Christ in the Old Testament.
Christ as Typified in the Levitical Offerings.
Earthly Relationships of the Heavenly Family.

Things to Come: Some Great Events of Prophecy. [our Lord.
Christ in the Epistle to the Hebrews: Personal Glories of
Also in Blue Cloth at 1/6, Post Free. See “ Believer’s Library ” for full titles,
Full List of Baoks by F. R. Caldwell post free on application.
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A New Library of Helpful Volumes for Bible Students, embracing a
' wide range of Scriptural Doctrines.

THE BERESFORD BOOKS.

Uniform Crown 8vo Size, Half-bound Style, 2/6 Eath, Post Free.

The Epistles of John: Revealing the Family of God with their
Father, in the world, in the last days, &c. By WM. LiNncoLN,
Typical Foreshadowings in Genesis: or, The World to Come,

and the Divine Preparation for it. By Wwu. 1LINCOLN,
The Law of the Offerings in Leviticus i.-vii.; varioas aspects of
the Offering of the Body of Jesus Christ. By ANDREW |UKES,
The Gospel and its Ministry: a Handbook of Evangelical Truth.
_ Ry Sir Rost. AnpErsoN, C.B., LL.D., Author of ** For Us Men,” &c.
Bible Qutlines: Suggestive and Comprehensive Epitomes of each
of the 66 Books of the Bible. By WALTER ScoTT. '

The Differences of the Four Gospels considered as revealing
various relations of the Lord. By ANDREwW JUKES.

The Boagk of the Revelation, By Wwu. LixcoLn, Beresford. The
?pirim/al import of this wonderful book. 400 pages. 2/6 net (post
ree, 2/9).

Studies in Zechariah: the Prophet of the Restoration. A Scriptural
Exposition of this glorious Prophecy, by A. C GaEBELEIN, N.Y.

The Christian Qutlook: Papers on Burninsg Topics of te-day.
Compiled by J. H. BURRIDGE.

R. C. Chapman, of Barnstaple: a Modern Patriarch. Life, Poems,
Addresses, Incidents, Sayings. By W. H, BenNET.

The Brides of Scripture; or, Foreshadowings of the Coming
Glory. By J. DENHAM SMITH. B '

Endless Being; or, Man Made for Eternity. By J. H. Barvrow.
The standard work on the future state of mankind.

Present Truths for Present Times: A Treatise on Dispensational
Truth, The Kingdom, The Temple, &c.

Abundant Grace: Select Addresses on Salvation, Warfare, Lile,
and Hope. By W P. Mackay, Author of Grace and Truth.

““1 am Coming:’" a Book of that Blessed Hope. The standard
work on this important truth. By Dr. James H. BRrRookes.

Truths for To-Day: Seventeen Addresses on Fundamental Truths,
by Dr, Neatby, Dr. M*Killiam, Sir Robert Anderson, LL.D., Alex.
Stewart, . C. Bland, G, F. Trench, H. Groves, &c. '

Always Abounding; or, Recollections of the Life and Labours
of George Brealey, of the Blackdown Hills, By W. J. H. BrReEaLEY.

The Books of the Bible: Their unity as one Volume, their
diversity of purpose, and their spiritual import, By W. P, Mackavy.

0ld Groans and New Songs; or, Meditations on the Book of
FEcclesiastes. By F. C. JENNINGS. _

Lays of Life and Hope: Poems on the Aronement, Advocacy,
and Appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. By W. B.

Principles and Practice: a Compendium of Papers for the Lord’
People in Days of Difficulty, By J. H. BURRIDGE. :

God Spake All These Words: a noble Defence of the Inspir-
ation of God’s Word. By Dr. James H. BrookgS. His last book,

Now and For Ever: Addresses on Truths reiating to ‘ Yester-
day, To-day, and for Ever.” By T.SuurLpuaM HENRY, M.A.

The ' Saphir” Library an opposite page is Untform in Size, Style, Binding.
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