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The Kpistle to the Hebrews is one in
which the chlldren of God are viewed as
passing through this world onwarda to that
which is bright, blessed, glorilcus and
permanent. There are other epistles that
zive the standing of the believer in
Christ Josus, setiled and siwe; Justified
juat as much now as wa ever shell be in
glory. All that depends upon the atoning
work of our Lord Jesus Christ is stable,
stoadfast and secure to ever; believer,
through #race. But it is true as a matter
of fact, as a matter of revelation, that
trhe children of uod are not yet entered
intc the rest of uod.

They have rest. certainly, such as
orr Lord spoke of when Fe sald "Come unto
i@, 7o that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest." That rest i’e
gives, inward rest of the conscience,
which is parfectly cleansed by the blood
of the Lord Jesus Christ. and no more
accuees the believer. And thut is rest
worth having to these sho :nov what the
acciusings of an ovil consclsrce are.

3ut there is a rest ol which this
epistle speaks, which is tho rest of God;
a rest in whichk (od participates Himself,
.and in whicl:, through His nmarvellous
grace, o hus called us @ho bellieve to
participate also. Ani that 1a tho reast
that remains for the peosls of iod spolen
of in the veraec that I firat road.

It 1: & rest that iz to comes a rest
which might be guthered ovor from the 01d
Testament, bocause wo du readl of a rest
at the bozinning of the history of this



world, when God in six days furnished the
earth for the habitation of man. And

He rested, bsholding His works, that they
were all very good. It was a perfection
which He saw, arnd which in His infinite
mind He ocould appreclate, and He rested
in His work.

But sin entered into the world, and
death by sin, and God ococuld no longer rest.
That rest of God was broken by the advent
of sin into the world. God 18 righteocus;
sin is oppoased to His holy nature. God
could not rest beholding the wwrest of man,
dominated by an evil will, assembling
themselves agalinst God. And God therefore
spoke of another rest.

He apcke of a rest 1n sonnection with
His people whom He redeemed out of Egypt,
the people of Iasrael. They were called to
go into the land of Canaan, and there to
find a rest. But Joshua, who was
commissioned of God to lead the people
across Jordan to subdue the idolatrous
nations that were there, he was unable to
glve them rest. There was cessation from
conflict, but there was no rest. There was
idolatry in Canaan, and God could not rest.
And the apostle shows from tho Psalms that
God some Blx cemnturies or so afterwards
spoke of another rest, "Today, after so
long a time." And the witness of the Spirit
was that God's rest did not come about
through the victories of Joshua. Thore was
something yet to come. And so in this
soripture it speaks of a rest God will
enter into, and irnto which He will bring
those who trust in Him, and who have faith
in Him.



In the 3rd chapter we find that God
brings to their remembrance the history
of lsrael, whom He brought out of Egypt to
bring them into the rest of Canaan. They
started out of Egypt, and were all well on
the way. They came to the Red 3Sea, but
they did not cross the Jordan. They fell
in the wilderness. Thelr carcases were
there, a witness, every one of them, not
to the grace of God, but to His rightecus-
ness, and to their failure.

But what was thelr failure? Thelr
fallure was unbelief. They d4Aid not trust
God. They had seen lils works in the house
cf bondage. They had seen His mighty
power at the fad Sea. They had seen His
viotory over Pharoah and his hosts. As
they pasesed through ths desert thelr hearts
failed them, and they lost their trust in
God, and they fell - monuments of unbelief.

And the apostle turns to this, and
he bids them "fFear, lest, & promise being
loft us of entering into His rest, any of
you should seem to come short of it."

Now, beloved friends, we often do not
realise that what uod 1s allowing is for
our profit all through the different
circunstances. These msn started from
Egypt to go to Canaan, but they fell in the
wilderness, and God's Holy Spirit quotes
the inclident as a warning to us. ‘ie have
the graoce, 7o have the hope, we have the
assurance, but we ars to beware, we are to
be warned by the terrible example of these
Iaraelites that fell in the wilderness.

Do you say that you are better than



they? Do you say there 1s leas fear that
you should fail in your trusting than in
theire? If you say so, you know not your
own heart, and you despise the truth of
God. There is that fear in conneotion with
every one of us. God puts us on our
responsibility. He has His grace, He has
His power, He has His resources; but you
have your responsibility, ard I have mine.

And what 1s it I have to fear? Nust
I fear God? No! Fear God Who brought me
out of Egypt! Fear God Who loved ms, and
by His beloved Son atonsd for the sin of
my soul! Who thgn shall I feary 1 fear
myself, speakling of fear as an utter lack
of trust. I can trust absolutely the
infinite God; I cannot trust my own heart
for one inastant. The person who is valnly
trusting tc his own heart to get through
this wilderness, who is putting any
confidence in his flesh, is in danger of
falling after the same example of unbslief.

That rest is before us; we have not
antered into lt. God cen bring us in, and
ostabliash us there. DBut thers is something
that must be maintained in your heart and
mine, and that is falilth and piety. There
was & danger of their falling through
unbelief, and the apostle says in the llth
verse "Let us labour therefore to enter
into that rest."

Let us be psrfectly clear. 1 asay to
our young friends, what does this verse
msant Does it mean that 1 have to labour
to get myself in the many manslions on hight
Have I to work myself up to a standard of
holineas? Have I to collect a fund of good



works, and therefore fit mysslf for
entrance into the glory beyond? 1Is that
what I have to labour fort If I am
labouring for that, I shall never
accomplieh it. But still there is this
soripture. Those who are labourlng by
their own good works to fit themselves for
God's presence now have overlooked
entirely the assurance of God's word that
the believer has everlasting 1life, that
his sina are forglven, that He 1s Jjustirfied
before God, and he stands in His favour.
We have not to lasbour to do these things.

But we have to labour in order to
enter into that rest that is beyond, to
got into the state of glory that is yet to
coms. You see the apostle says "For he
that 1s entered into his reat, he also
hath ceased from his own worka." What are
the workas, thent What are the works which
constitute our labowr in which we have to
be diligent? They are works of grace;
the fruits of God's Holy Spirit working in
our souls. Those are tha things to which
we have to give our attention. If the
heart is set in faith upon dod, the works
follow as a matter of course. There is
the energy which dlsplays itself in a
likeness to Christ; the display of His
holy mind, His likeness, His activity of
grace to others, the meroy which He shows.
All these flow out from the heart that by
faith 1s fixed upon God and upcn His Son.
It is the true work of faith which shows
itself in activity.

The soripturs came before us this
afternoon "Faith that worketh by love."
Falth 1s not quiescent. Faith without



works is dead. Faith is a llving activity,
and 1ts aotivity 1s 1n works which are
true to God, and asscording to HEis own
grace. And 1t 1s our business to be about
them 1in order that we may entsr into that
rest, working by faith, snd working in the
way of love. Love 1s the fulfllling of
the law, and to love God, and to love one's
neighbour as oneself 1s the summing up of
the law. And this we have to do, and a
great deal more.

But there 1is a solemn adjuration that
wve are to labour to enter into that rest
lest anyone rfall after the same example of
unbelief. Perhaps there is someone here
that feela a certain amount of trepidation.
They say, well, it 1s a great task. [ have
been bought, I have simply to do nothing to
enter into heaven, I shall get there
somehow, no effort on my part. Here 18 a
scripture that we are to labour, to glve
diligence, to put ocur whole soul into this
business of getting into the rest, and
never to follow the example of them who
foll through unbelief in the wildermness.

Well, now, if there is any difficulty
about 1it, the solution is providsd, end
that solution 1s in the provision that God
has made. There 1s a double provision,
the word of God, and the great High Priest.
You Bee, if we were left to owur own
notions about these things, or the
inatruotions that we reocelve from otheras,
or even the example that we see of other
good people about uas, we should very often
be puzzled to krnow what to do. There is
no one who can carve out the path in life
for another individual, end God's purpocse



is required, and individual faith is
required above all things in the ohristian
life. But there is one thing which God
has given which 1s of the utmost interest
for us; which is the essence, so t0 speak,
of our very life as bellevers, and that is
the word of uod.

I want to read a sceripture from the
8th chapter of Deuteronomy. loses 1s
there referring the people of Iarael to
the history of thelir own experiences,
brought out through the wilderness, not
yot in the promlsed land, but he speaks in
the lst verse of going in to possess the
land. And he says "All the commandments
which I command thee this day shall ye
observe to do, that ye may live, and
nmultiply, and go in and possess the land
which the Lord sware unto your fathers.
And thou shalt remember all the way which
the Lord thy God led thee these forty years
in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to
prove thee, to know what was in thine
heart, whether thou wouldest keep His
commandments or no. And He humbled thee,
and suffered thee to hunger, anmd fed thee
with manna, which thou knewest not, neither
did thy fathers know; that He might make
thee know that man does not live by bread
only, but by every word that proceedeth
out of thse mouth of the Lord doth men live.

There we get God'as purpose of
bringing them into the wilderness, and
God's provieion for them in the wilderness.
They might have got into ths land of
Canaan in a very short time, yst they were
forty years in the wilderneas. Why were



they there? The reason was because of
their unbelief. When they got near the
land they sent sples, and the spies
reported great cilties walled up to the
heavens, huge warriors, strong men,
difficulties on every hand confronting
them. The heart of the people failed.
Whyt? They locked at the enemy; they looked
at the fortifled citles; they locked at
themselves; and they said "We are no match
for these.” Where was thelr faitht Where
was thelr God, the God Who had broken down
the power of Egypt? It was their
unbelief. And God allowed them to wander
forty years in the wilderness that they
might be humbled, that they might trust in
themselves no longer, that they might
learn that 1if thygy wanted to keep bn they
must look away from themselves, and look
to God.

Do you feel what it 1s to be humbled,
and dependent upon God? He fed them with
manna in the wilderness, and gave them
water from the rock, but they had to
depend upon Him. He led them out, and 1if
they wanted to move they must move at Hls
word. It was a sllent word, too, for the
Ark was placed in the centre of the
encampment., and went belfore them, and thelr
only safety was to follow the Ark, and
encamp round the Ark when they rested.

Ard 80 they needed the word of God every
moment. They needed His promise to lead
them. They needed His promise to clothe
them; during the forty years their garments
never falled, and their feet never swelled.
How God cared for them, yet they fell in
unbelief.



You see the glory of Ged's grace;
you see tho mliserable doubting hearts that
you and I have! Oh beloved friends, God's
word is of infinite importanos to uas, to
save our souls from a great many
humiliating circumstances. God means to
show us that in us, in our flesh, there 1s
no good thing - you read 1t in the
acriptures. Ch, if I gould only get hold
of that truth in its real meaning to me,
#oll you and I might be saved from many a
bitter experisnce 1n life. Those who
trust in their flesh, they do something in
an aotivity of their own, and they suffer.
bod deals with them; they suffer and suffer
for their own foolishness and thelr own
wilfulness, when the word of God might
have saved them from it.

God has given us His word that we
might know ourselves, not by experiencs,
but be prevented from going into that
which might lead us astray. How many a
young ohristian has dabbled with the world,
has been lured by the attracfions of the
world which seemed so innocent, so lacking
in harm and danger. And 80, regardless of
the word of God, they go until thelr wings
are singed. They do not know what they are
doing, but they might have known it. The
word of God 1s living. “The words that I
speak unto you, they are spirit and they
are life," sald the Lord Jesua.

And how true it was; how His word cams
home and discovered to them what they were.
Read that affecting scene in the last
chapter of John, and see how the word of
the Lord Jesus Christ penetrated the heart
of His follower; so ardent in his love for



the Lord Jesus Christ, yat down in his
heart there was ths same lacking - trusat

in himself. He was trusting in himsslf, so
afterwards the Lord spoke to him, and
proved his heart. "Loveat thou Me more
than these?" That was just what he 4ld
because he was trusting in himself. The
Lord wanted him to know ths truth about
himself, and so the words came to hip, and
they tore aslde the vell from his heart.
®*Lord, Thou knoweat all thinge -~ Thou
knowest." He left it there. He did not
say any more about himself, because he falt
he could not trust himself, but he could
trust his Lord.

And the word of God gives us such
experiences as thess. If you only shut
youraelf up to the word of God, and let it
shine as a searchlight upon your socul, you
will find that you learn from 1t what you
really are, and what you are in danger
from, and so you may escaps & dozen anares.
God has glven us the word for this. He
has glven us a word which is a power.

Now it wes in the wildernesa that we
£imd our Lord Jesus Christ Himself using
the soripture that I have read in His
‘temptation. The Lord Jesus, arfter His
baptism in Jordan, was driven by the 3pirit
into the wildernesa. There He was with
wild beasts forty days and nights. He
suffered hunger, and He was tempted of
Satan. And the Lord felt what it was to
be there. e felt tho panga of hunger, and
Satan knew that He felt it, and his
auggestion at the end of the forty days,
after the long, long vigll of waiting,



walting, day by day, "If Thou be the Son of
God, make these stones breed.” What was
sald forty days ago at Jordent? “Thou art
iy beloved Son, in Thee I am well pleased.”
Satan aaid "If Thou he the Son of God, make
these stones bread -~ fesd Thyself." The
Lord replied "iMan shall not live by bread
alone, but by evory word that he receives
out of the mouth of tGod.® And so His faith
was perfect, His trust was absolute. He
gained the victary. He found Hia strength,
His support, and the sustenance of His soul
and spirit in Ais trust in the living God.
He was perfect as a kan in Hie trust, and
so there He gained the victory. And it was
the word of God which came as a support and
help at that very time, and so it was
throughout the temptation of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

We have this word of God also for our
guldance and help in the wilderneaes. It
i1s a powerful word, living, it has snergy
of 1ts own. It works in its own silent
way, for surely thaet is the meaning of it.
ie have the same expression in Thessalon-
ians "The word which worketh in you thsat
believe,"” and so 1t is. My response puts
the word of God into my heart, and if I
put the power of the word of God into my
memory, into my life, it will there work
as & living thing for my benefit.

It 18 a power, but it is not only a
sustaining power. There is also a
discovering power with it; it reveals, it
penetrates, it goes within. We, as a rule,
are ocontent with what 1s on the surface of
things. Well, it will pass muster, and we
are apt to be contented in vhat way with



our own exerclises, our prayer. ‘e bow the
knee, the moments pass, we rise. Kave we
prayed? Has it been a real prayert What
does the word of God say about it? Has 1t
ocome from the heart? Has it come from what
is withint Have the deep springs of our
nature gone out in supplication to God?
That is what the word of God sets before
us.

You see the word of uod goea down to
the very recesses of our being. It
penetrates; it 1s a two-edged sword: it
divides even to separating soul and spirit.
It 1s a aword here not of judgment. John
saw a two-edged sword proceeding out of the
mouth of the Lord in glory - it was the
sword of Judgment, judging the nations.
Bere it 1s the sword, or the sacrifiolal
knife, perhaps, whlich was used by the
priest 1in slaughtering and outting up the
victim for sacrifice; slaying it and
opening 1t for inapection, so that the very
recessea of the saorifice were exposed to
view. If any defect was there 1t was made
manifest .

So it must be, and bellieve me that is
how it must be with us. His word tears
aside every oovering. He would havs
everything out. You may depend upon it
that if you seek to get through this world
under cover, under concealment, covering
yourself with some cloask or other, one day
it will be torn aside; it may not be in
this world, but it will most certainly be
before the judgment seat of Christ, because
everybody will be manifested there; thoy
will be seen in their true colours, theilr
true nature. You have got the word of God,



and this word of God 1s able to do it. It
is in my hands and in your hands.

It 18 one thing to search the Bible;
it is another thing for the Bible to
searoch us. That 13 what we have here, the
soul and spirit, those intimate parts of
man's nature, there they are, the word of
@od separates them. The scul, that which
takes hold of things in this world; the
opirit, that whioch takee hold of the things
of God. The word of God disoriminates
between them, and it penetrates even to the
Joints and marrow. 1t 1s the same channels,:
they are all separated by the word of uod.
And it is a discerner of the thoughts and
intermt.s of the heart.

You notioce an interesting thing. In
the 12th verse it speaks of the word of
God in a personal way. It 1s spoken of as
if it were live and sctive. It was a
personal word, but it is surely the written
word only. In the 1l3th verse wo get the
One Who is behind the word of dod. ¥When I
roead the word of God, God 1s speaking to
me, and thet, young bsliever, 1is necessary
that you should remember. You go on your
knees, and you speak to God. 1You open
your Bible, and God apeaks to you. He has
something to say to you. It is for you to
hear and recelive 1it.

And so in the 13th verse we have God
spoken of "Nelther is there any oreaturs
that is not manifest in His sight: but ail
things are naked and opened untoc the eyes
of Him with Whom we have to do.® The word
of God makes 1t a manifest thing. Aall
things are naked. Thers is the skin of the



sacrifice taken off and opecned ~ that 1s
the carcase of the animal, divided into
pleces, and carefully inspected by the
officiel eyes of the priest. And so it 1is
with ourselves. Owr outward ways and
oiroumstances are come under review in the
soriptures, and the plans and purposss of
our hearts., too, they are judged by God's
holy word.

Beloved friends, it 1s a good thing
to have very short accounts, as somaone
has sald, with God; to bring owr ways under
the inspeotion of God; to invite Him by
Eis word to search us, and see whsther
there is any wicked way 1in us. There may
be sume polisonous canker working in your
life. It may be secret to you now, but 1f
it is not disoovered, if you do not get
rid of 1t, your life may be wrecked,
testimony gons; you may fall inteo
unbelief. How many young brothers,
promising lads, have been wrecked with one
look back, gone astray. And what 1s the
cause of it7? It ie that which you have in
you, 1 have in me. The word of God shows
it, and if we judge 1t in the light of
God, I am sure we pass Iinto the promised
land with the joy and fortitude of Joshua.

Now we come to the great High Prilest.
"Seeing then that we have a great High
Priest, that is passed into the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, liet us hold fast our
profession.” Notice the expression "Let
us hold fast.” The lst verse wae “Let us
fear.® The 1llth verae was "Let us labour."
The 14th verse was "Let us hold fast our
profession.”™ Whyt Jesus, the Son of God.
You see the figure, don't you? Here we are
travelling on to our rest, the rest



remaining to the people of God. God has
been warning us, challenging us to give
care, fear, hold fast. Now He says "Hold
fast.® Why? Beoause there, in that
glorious place, there in that rest, there
seated at the right hand of the Majesty on
high, is Jesus, the Son of god, our great
High Priest. Ve look at ourselves, and we
arefilled with lamentations and woes; it
is inevitable, we must surely fail. We
loox there, we see the great Hlgh Priest
is there - Jesus. Oh, we hold fast now,
because we have got someone to hold us
fast, and 1f He holds us fast then we can
hold very faast indeed.

But let us hold fast the corfession
of our feith, and that 1s that we have
done with this world, and that we are
going on towards that rest that remains to
the people of God. That is owr profession.
Our face is towards the Canaan of God, and
we ars going to hold fast to that. We are
going to keep our syes on that Great High
Priest, Jesus the Son of God.

There 1s8 comfort in this; 1t is
neant to be sc; it is meent that our
hearts should be cheered. We shall not
talk about returning to Egypt, belng in
the wilderness. We see there Jesus, the
Son of God. There is my great High Priest,
andi He has passed through the wilderness.
"In ¥y Father's house are many mansions,
if 1t were not so I would have told you,

I go to prepare a place for you. And if

I go to prepare a plaoce for you, I will
come agaln, and recelive you unto Hyself,
that where I am, ye may bs also.” He is
our great High Priest, One Who understands



us, who has Himself been through the
wilderneass of this world, end 1s passed
through the heavens.

The tabernacle of o0ld was & little
rloture in this way; there was ths court of
the tabernaole where the altar of the
burnt offering was, that was the firat.
Then there was the holy place, and then
there was the mosat holy place. And on the
great day of atonement you might see the
High Priest with the burnt offering. You
would see him at the golden altar, and theh,
&8s far as the tabernacle went, you could
not sse him. He passed out of the court,
through the holy place into the most holy
place, beyond the vall. Kow the vell is
rent, and we sea that Jesus, the Son of
god, has pasased through the heavens. He
has gone through the wilderness of this
world. He has gone through the heavens
that are above into the heaven of heavens
itself, into the presence of God, and He
15 there for us. We have someone Yho 1is in
the very hlghest place possible, and He is
our Saviour, Jesus, Jeaus the Son of God.

It was Jesus Who was tempted. And He
was tempted, as we noticed Just now, on
that very polnt of being the Son of uod.
And it 1s bscause He was tempted He is such
a suitable High Prieat for us. But there
is the faot, the Apostle and High Prlest of
our profession is there, and it is for us
to oconsider HEim for ocur comfort. He is
passed through the heavens.

And the soripture says that He 1s One
able to sympathlse with us. We have need
of a High Priest who can sympathise with



our infirmities, Who wes in all points
temnpted like you and me, apart from sin.

Row that is a great meroy, and
something beyond which the believing Hebrew
would know or gather fru:: L:is historiocal
Enowledge of the high priests of old, who
wore men of like passions {0 ourselves.
There was Aaron, the firat high priest.
What did he doY He made a golden ocalf for
all the people to worship. Hs started very
vory badly indeed. That was Aaron. Then
thers was El1. What kind of a sympathising
high priest was he? Hannah came up to the
toemple. What sympathy had he for her? Had
he any heart to feel for her at all?Y He
had no idea what was in her mind as her
lips moved in silent prayer before Jehovah.
He said "The woman is drunk." Annas and
Calaphas, what were they? What aympathy
had they with the unfortunate, with those
that were in distressY LUid they ever have
such a friendless one before them as Jesus
of Kazareth? Did any spark of pity touch
the hearts of aeither of thess two men when
Jesus was before them? Had they any regard
for Him. Oh, how truly they failed, men of
like passions to ourselves.

We have a High Prlest that can be
touched with the feelings of our
infirmities, and knows exactly the condition
of our hearts. He knows the weight of thes
burden. He knows owr weakness. He knows
how we try, try, try, and how we fall
because we trust in ouraelves. He is our
sympathising High Priest. He interocedes
for us. Jesus, the Son of uod, sympathises.

Sometimes it may not seen: s0; s0 Mary



and ¥artha felt when Jesus tarried so long
away from them. Tet we know that that
heart was touched with the feeling of their
bereavement. He counted their tears, and
measured their amorrows. And when Hs oame,
oh how He groaned in aspirit. ije shed
tears, not just a few solitary ones down
Iis blesaed face; He shed tears and wept,
showing how sympathising le was with them.

And He was the Son of God who has
passed through the heavens, bearing the
burdens of all who will trust God. What
are we in comparison with the millions of
His sons upon the eartht? He knows them
all, and Bears them all, and He is going to
bring us to that rest. Are we going to
trust Him? We cannot trust ourselves, but
we can trust Him, Jesus the Son of God.
*0f those Thou hast gilven ke I have lost
none."

We have this comfort, that He 1s there
sympathising with us. You say, I did not
think of that. That 1s exactly where we
fail. You do not think about it; you do
not bellieve it. You ses falth makes ths
truth about the Lord Jesue Christ real to
us, and when a great shock comes to our
life, then we aay "Well, I can trust the
Lord. He knows what has come upon me, and
He is going to give me strength for it.”
That is faith. If I say 1 forgot it, that
is a lack of faith altogether. e must
beware lest we fall into it in the example
of unbelief.

Yell, thore it is. He 1s there; He
was in all points tempted like we ars. It
does not merely mean that He exparienced



every ¢iroumstance through which we pass;
He did more than that. He was face to face
with the diffioulties that we heve, and far
more. But the point is, the comfortto me
is, that He is personally acquainted. Oh,
what a catalogus we should make if we wrote
down our difficulties and trlals we ars
pasasing through! Well, the Lord knows them
all, and He is able to bring us through.

He was tempted like as we are, only
in sonnection with ein, there was no ain in
Him. There i3 sin in us. He dces not
sympathlse with our sins. Then if I sin
the Lord is not for me? Now here again you
lack faitk. Did not Peter sint Did He
forsake Petert "Petor, I have prayed for
you. Satan wants to have you to sift you
as wheat, but I have prayed for you."®
Peter's mouth was filled with oaths and
curses. The Lord did not eympathise. Hs
looked at him, but that was not sympathy.

Oh, the sympathies of Jesus! They sre
80 infinite. Would to God we knew more and
more about them, that our heartes might be
comforted in this desert world through
which we are pasasing.

"Let us therefore come holdly unto the
throre of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need."
7ig oall this prayer. It is not called
prayer in this verse, it 1s the fourth
exhortation. If I may make a suggestion
a3 to why it does not say prayer, I would
say that it may be that very often when we
ocoma to the throne of grace, we have not a
prayer in our hsarts at all, we are 80
bowed down, we are so overcome by the



force of the difficulties, the adversity
that 1s upon us, that we really do not
know what to say, wo do not know what to
ask for. But let us come boldly to the
throns of grace. The throne is the plece
of power. Jesus,ths Son of God, pasaed
through the heavens. He 1s thore on the
throne.

But then it is not the millenial
throne. Te are not ocoming to Solomon, we
are ocoming ‘to One who is on the throne of
grace. Grace religns on a righteous basls,
reigns through righteousness. But 1t 1a
grace, and that means favour for the
undeserving, and we come in there exzactly.
We need grace a&s sinners who are far from
God. And we need grace as undessrving
children, is it not so, as undsserving
pllgrims. Is there any deserving that God
should exercise Hls power towards us?

The children of Israel murmured in the
wilderness, but God never atayed the rivers:
of water, nor the manna. There was alvays
grace towerds the undeserving.

And there, on ths throne of grace, we
fird we obtaln mercy. It says we get
neroy - that 1s God's pity for us in our
unfortunate state. Te fall very miserably
indesd, but God has mercy for us. Ve are
on beds of slckness, and God has mercy
upon sick men, ard upon others tooc. They
may feel charyed with sorrow, just as much
as they can bear; Ee does not put too
much upon them, and we find that at the
throne of grace.

You gee, when we come to God, the



‘great moral value of it 1is this, that we
only ocome into the presence of God with
our wills in asctivity. When we come to
God, it means that we oome to Him, and do
what is right in His siesbt. Ye ore noct
stubborn, and theraefore there is the
assuranoe that we obtaln mercy, and we

find grace to help us in the time of our
need.

30, dear frienda, we have abundant
ard sufficlent for us in our Jjourney
thrcugh the wilderness. God has taken
great carse that we shall have all we need,
and much more, as we traverse the
wilderness.

But I do feel that I should be lacking
in my reasponsibility to you if I do not
press upon everyons present tonight that we
must take care, we must be warned, we must
not be self sufficlent, we muat not be
lifted up with pride and self asatisfaction.
We are dependent entirely on God, His merocy
and His grace. If we feel that, then our
souls willl be in exercise of faith towards
God, and God ‘ddes love that we should
trust Him.

Oan you just trust God for all the
details of your 1life in the wilderness?



