Footsteps of Truth 1 (1883)

VOL. I.

Loxpox: J. F. SHAW & CO.,
48, PATERNOSTER ROW, EC.

1883.

'ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.]

Footsteps of Truth 1 (1883)



Footsteps of Truth 1 (1883)

LONDON :
McCORQUODALE & CO., LIMITED,
CARDINGTON BTREET, N.W.

Footsteps of Truth 1 (1883)



Footsteps of Truth 1 (1883)

PREFACE.

“ EED My lambs; feed My sheep,” was the repeated
command of our Divine Lord and Master to Peter, and
through him to all who are called to the ministry of

His Truth. How zealously that apostle discharged his

commission may be gathered from his written exhortations

T with which we are familiar, especially from the first and second
chapters of his first epistle.

Counting on the Lord’s gracious help, we have for nearly twenty
years in other journals, and now in this new magasine, sought in
ou humble measure to carry out the injunction of the Good, Great,
and Chief Shepherd, and trust He has enabled us in the main to give
the unadulterated milk of the Word for spiritual babes, and also stronger
meat for those of maturer Christian experience. Fully conscious of the
imperfection that has marked our best attempts, we are nevertheless
grateful indeed for the blessing with which our gracious God and
Father has accompanied them in this path of service, and for the many
testimonies we have received, even from some of the most honoured of
His servants, that this labour has not been in vain in the Lord. We
have no other object, and crave no higher reward.

May He who has so graciously led us hitherto yet more abundantly
bless us in the future by enabling us still more fully to set forth, in all

the glories of His person, offices, and work—

Curist FIRsT, CHRIST MIDDLE, AND CHRIST LAST,

CHRIST ALL IN ALL.

C. RUSSELL HURDITCH.

*
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FOOTSTEPS OF TRUTH.

0BG
JANUARY, 1888,
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OPENING REMARKS.

FEW WORDS may be permitted, by way of intro-
duction to the pages of this Journal.

The widespread desire for knowledge that
obtains among all classes of our rapidly-increasing
population, and the remarkable evangelistic zeal
that has, through the Lord’s mercy, been developed
in recent years in this and other lands, make it
more than ever desirable that the Christian Church
should use the Press to the utmost of its power to
spread the knowledge of the Lord, and minister to

the new life which has lately been received by tens of thousands who—
notwithstanding the gigantic efforts of the enemy of souls to the
contrary—have proved the gospel to be “the power of God to their
salvation.”

Not a few of these, now scattered abroad in different parts of the
world, were, through grace, led to the Saviour through our humble
instrumentality and that of our fellow-helpers in the gospel; and
manifold testimonies have been received from these of the spiritual
proflt derived from publications it was formerly our pleasure to issue,
Thia strengthened the desire and finally fixed the resolve to extend these
literary efforts in the present form.

Our aim is to assist in furnishing sound scriptural teaching for
thawee lately brought into the family of God—the babes in Christ who

-
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2 OPENING REMARKS.

know their sins are forgiven them for His name’s sake ; to convey words
of counsel and encouragement to the young men who desire to be strong
and to have the Word of God abide in them, and to overcome the
wicked one;* and also to provide another useful channel through
which men of spiritusl understanding may communicate with each other
as those secking more perfectly to “know Him that is from the
beginning,” “till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ.”t It is needless to specify at
length the varied character of the truth it will be our endeavour to
present; but as all truth radiates around and centres in Christ, it will
be our highest aim to dwell chiefly on the glories of His adorable person,
the all-sufficiency of His finished work, and the blessed hope of His
speedy return, together with His revealed purposes concerning His
ancient people and His elect Church.

Though firmly settled in our personal convictions of truth in its
ecclesiastical bearings, we desire most earnestly, without latitudinarian-
ism, to keep these pages free from denominational or party bias,
welcoming co-operation from, and we trust welcomed by all, who *“hold
the Head,” who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth, and
who are * endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace.”’t

Without being held responsible for all opinions expressed therein,
and not, we trust, being * made an offender for a word,” these pages
will be open for the calm discussion of differing views of Christian
doctrine and practice, ordinances and modes of worship and work;
presenting, as opportunity offers, both sides of the subject for the
prayerful and scriptural investigation of readers, who will, we trust,
like the noble Bereans of old,§ search the Scriptures diligently to see
whether these things be so, and thus “prove all things, and hold fast
that which is good.”]] This does not, of course, refer to those clearly
revealed fundamental doctrines which demand our unhesitating reception
by faith in order to the salvation of the soul, but to the many other
immensely important matters that claim the serious consideration of all
who would be ¢ well-pleasing unto God.” Prominence will be given to
outlines and suggestive thoughts for Bible Readings, Brief Biographies,
and such other matter as is calculated to promote spiritual edification,

‘® 1 John ii. 12-14. t+ Eph, iv, 11.16 ; Jude 20, 21; Heb, x, 24, 25.
I Eph.iv. 3. § Acts xvii. 11, P 1 Thess. v, 21.
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“ALTOGETHER LOVELY” 3

a deeper reverence for, and a fuller understanding of the divine oracles—
the Word of God.

‘We may not possess so much as the proverbial ¢ five barley loaves,”
but if only the few crumbs we have are brought in faith and prayer
to Him who said, “Give ye them to eat,” *“ Feed my lambs,” He will
doubtless, as of old, multiply the store, and thereby feed many a hungry
soul with “bread enough and to spare.”

Fully sensible of the fact that, whoever may minister His truth
through these pages (and several esteemed servants of Christ have pro-
mised hearty co-operation), and however intelligently and interestingly
they may set forth in order the things so ministered, it is only by the
enlightening power of the Holy Spirit they can prove of real profit,
we fervently entreat all Christian readers to unite with us in devoutly
praying that the Holy Spirit will be pleased to bless what may be
written, that is, according to His word, to the increase of light, life, and
love in His people, and the glory of our ever adorable Triune Jehovah.

C. Russerr HurpiTem.

s L0 R S Tl ¥ g% Ye—

“ALTOGETHER LOVELY"”

A SEVENFOLD PICTURE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, IN
SONG OF SOLOMON, v. 11-13.

NoreEs For A BiniE READING,

1. “His Heap.” His Divine Knowledge of us in all we are and need.

“His Eves.” His Omniscience. e is ever looking upon us—
His fair Bride—in tenderest love.

3. “His Lres.” He speaks to us of Himself, and draws our hearts to
praise Him continually.

4. “His Haxps.,” He is ever ministering to our wants,

5. “His Lees.” His Omnipresence. * Lo, I am with you alway.”
Walking in the midst of His Church. Feeding and
nourishing us.

6. «“His CouNTeENAXCE.” His mind or thoughts are always towards us.

7. “His Mouvrn.” His divine kisses or remembrances of His dying

love, and all His wonderful purposes to us. His “one
Pearl of great price.”
“I'am My Beloved’s, and His desire is towards me. 7
“Hewaltogctherlovelj””’ o .. W.H

\

o
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WHAT IS TRUTH?

HIS question, addressed by Pilate to our Lord on the memorable

% night of His betrayal, has often been asked by thousands since,

only to receive the same silent response as on that occasion.
The enquiry has been wrongly worded. Had Pilate asked, *“ WHO is
Truth?” probably he would have received the same answer as did a
previous enquirer after Truth, in John iv. 25, 26, “I THAT SPEAK UNTO
THEE AM HE;” or the other, as in John ix. 38, 37, * Thou hast both
seen Him, and it is HE that talketh with thee;” or the more favoured
one in John xiv. 5, 6, “1I AM THE WAY, AND THE TRUTH,
AND THE LIFE.*

Amid all the wonderful discoveries of recent times, and greatly
increesed facilities for the acquisition of knowledge, multitudes are still
groping in the dark as to those great essentials of TrRuTH which secure
present rest for the soul, and unlock enough, at least, of the profound
mysteries of the future to brighten our hope with the beauty of an
everlasting and unclouded day. Oh, that all such would, in their
ignorance and unrest, turn in heart and soul to CHRIST. They would
soon find Him to be more than “a Teacher come from God,” whose
very name is * Wonderful,”? a divine “ Counsellor,” of whom even His
enemies testified, ¢ Never man spake like this man.”® «In Him was life ;
and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness,
and the darkness apprehendeth it not. . . There was the true light,
even the light which lighteth every man coming into the world.™

Before the Jews, who boasted of their traditions and superior
advantages, Jesus bore witness to the Truth, when, seeking to draw them
from their false ground of confidence, He cried, “I am the light of the
world ; he that followeth me, shall not walk in the darkness, but shall
have the light of life. Even if I bear witness of myself, my witness is
true, for 1 know whence I came and whither I go” This same is He of
whom the Lord, by the prophet Isaiah, spake, *It is a light thing that
thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to
restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a LIGHT to

* We have chosen this Text to form the frontispiece of the volume, which, if
the Lord will, we hope to complete in December., Produced at considerable cost,
it ia presented with the present number, with the sincere prayer that it may be
used of God to write more deeply on the mind and heart of each reader the
truth weaim at setting forth in these pages.

1 John iii. 3. © (All New Testament scriptures quoted in this article are
from the # Revised Version.”) ® Isa, ix. 6.
8 John vii. 48. 4 Johni. 4,5 9. ¢ John viii. 12-14,
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the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the
earth,”! And all who have received His grace can say, with the
beloved apostle John, “The darkness is passing away, and the true
light already shineth.”! In the minds of such there need be no
uncertainty, either as to Christ’s character or their own. They “ Anow
the Truth, and the Truth has made them’ free.”® *“We know,” say
they, ““that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in the evil one.
And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an
understanding, that we know Him that is true, and we are in Him that
is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal
life.* My little children, guard yourselves from idols.™

‘““These things, saith the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness,
the Beginning of the Creation of God,”® is the risen Lord’s solemn
preface to His message to the Church in Laodicea. ¢“Faithful and
True,” is the name He bears while executing the swift judgments of
God upon His enemies.®

Thus, turn where we will, we see that Jesus Christ is “ the Alpha
and the Omega,” the Truth, the whole T'ruth, and nothing but the Truth,
the embodiment and concentration of *“the Power of God and the
Wisdom of God.™ To Him did the chief apostle direct the eyes of
the Colossian believers, in words pregnant with meaning, which cannot
be too diligently pondered amid the rationalistic tendencies of the present
time: “ For I would have you know how greatly I strive for you, and
for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the
flesh ; that their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together in
love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, that
they may know the mystery of God, even Christ, in whom are all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden.” No wonder, in his jealousy
for the honour of his infallible Lord and Master, he adds: * This I say,
that no one may delude you with persuasiveness of speech.”t And again,
“ Take heed lest there shall be any one that maketh spoil of you through
his philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition” (or *“according to the
instructions ”) “of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after
Christ.”™ Was there ever a day when men were so easily deluded by
such persuasiveness of speech as now? Let the thousands of pulpits in

® Rotherham, from the text of Tregelles, beautifully renders this passage.
« But we know that the Bon of God has arrived, and has given unto us an
understanding, so that we are getting to know the Real One, and are in the
Real One—in His Son Jesus Christ, This is the Rear God and Life Kver.
]Mting."

+ Or #reason you aside with plausible discourse.”—Rotherham,

1 Isaiah xlix. 6. %1 John ii, 8, 3 John viii. 32. 41 John v. 19, 20.

s Rev.iii. 14. °Rev.xix,11. 7Rev.i.8  ¢1Cor.i,24.  2Col ii. 1.9,
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which men “ wrest the scriptures,” assailing the very foundations of the
Temple of Revealed Truth, and the multitudinous rationalistic books
and periodicals continuously issuing from the Press, furnish the answer!
Never in the history of the Church was there more need for the Epistle
to the Colossians to be prayerfully and earnestly studied.

Men are seeking anywhere and everywhere for Truth, but in
Ciurist; and hence the Babel-tongued sounds that reach the ears of the
bewildered multitude. Now, as all truth centres in and radiates around
the wondrous pErsoN oF CHRisr, it is to HIM we must look, and of
HIM we must learn. His name is the key to unlock the treasury of
God, in the “ Scripture of Truth.” “These” (the scriptures) “are they
which bear witness of ME,” said Jesus to the Jewish doctors; and
doubtless we would all like to have heard that wonderful discourse to
the sorrowing disciples, in which, “ beginning from Moses, and all the
prophets, He interpreted to them, in all the scriptures, the things con-
cerning Himself.”  Expressive words these—* ALL the scriptures,
the things concerning HimserLr.” Yes, blessed be God! He HiMsgLr
is the Gem of Scripture: all else is but the setting. He is the soul
dwelling within, and shining through the body of the Word. He is the
golden thread running through and connecting every part of its wonder-
ful garment. He is the Trutu foreshadowed in every ancient and
Levitical type;* the great .imen of all the Spirit’s utterance; its
“ Beginning and Ending,” * which is and which was, and which is to
come.” ¢« BeHoLp THE MAX” in whom “ dwelleth all the fulness of
the Godhead bodily;™ *the effulgence of His glory, the very image of His
substance, and upholding all things by the word of His power;” the
Man “anointed with the oil of gladness above His fellows ;™ with “a
ministrythe more excellent;”* who is ¢ so much better than the angels ;%
‘“higher than the heavens;”™ in which He is seen as Tue TruTh,
ENTHRONED,'! where *“the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are
the TEMPLE,” and where “ the city hath no need of the sun, neither of
the moon to shine upon it : for the Grorx oF Gop did lighten it, and
THE LAMP thereof is THE LaMp. ™" '

Oh say, my soul, what needest thou of truth, or aught else, that
thou mayest not find IN HIM ? Before Him let all other ministrations
retire, “for, verily, that which hath been glorious, hath not been made
glorious in this respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth.” Though
the * wise” and “ mighty ” men of this world miss the mark, and count

! Dan. x. 31. 2 John v, §9. 3 Luke xxiv, 28. 4 Heb, vii,, viii,, ix,, X,
s Rev. i. 8, 11, 17, 18; xxii. 13. e @ol.i. 9; ii, 9. 7 Heb. 1, 8.
s Heb. i, 9. ¢ Heb. viii. 6. 1o Heb. i. 4. 11 Heb. i. 5.
' 1 Rev. v. 6. 13 Rev, xxi, 22:24. 14 2 Cor. iii. 10.
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the truth of Christ foolishness, may we, who know Him to be the
Wisdom of God, sit, Mary-like, much * at His feet, hearing His word,™
receiving His “ doctrine that drops as the rain—His speech that distils
a9 the dew,”™ being assured that He who is “full of grace and truth
will vouchsafe to us more of the *anocinting from the Holy One,” that
we may * know all things,™ and be “sanctified in the Truth;”* so that
it may be seen that * we all, with unveiled face, reflecting, as in a
mirror, the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same image,
from glory to glory, even as from the Lord the Spirit.” ¢ But if our
gospel ” (of grace and truth—see verses 1, 2) “is veiled, it is veiled in
them that are perishing: in whom the God of this world hath blinded
the minds of the unbelieving, that the light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God, should not dawn upen them ;”" asking
perchance, like Pilate, “ What is truth?” and, without awaiting the
answer, crucify Him who is its wondrous and eternal embodiment.

C. Russernrn. HUrDITCH.

D ) OO0

THE SILVER CUP;

OR,

RESURRECTION ILLUSTRATED.

Ixn Dr. Brown’s work on the Resurrection, there is a beautiful
parable from Hally. The story is of a servant, who, receiving a silver
cup from his master, suffers it to fall into a vessel of aquafortis, and,
secing it disappear, contends in argument with a fellow-servant that its
recovery is impossible, till the master comes on the scene and infuses salt
water, which precipitates the silver from the solution, and then by melt-
ing and hammering the metal, he restores it to ity original shape.

With this apologue, a sceptic—one of whose great stumbling-blocks
was the resurrection—was so struck, that he ultimately renounced his
opposition to the gospel, and became a partaker of the Christian hope
of immortality. This converted sceptic died, trusting in his Saviour,
only six months after Dr. Brown; was interred in the same burying-
ground, and, by a coincidence altogether undesigned, he was laid near
Dr. Brown’s grave—near his feet. .

1 Luke x. 89.42. 2 Deut. xxxii. 2. 3 John i. 14,
+1 John ii. 8 John xvii. 17. ¢ 2 Cor. iii. 18, 7 2 Cor. iv. 8, 4.
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A NEW YEAR'S HYMN.

“Yet a very little while, He that cometh shall come, and shall not tarry.’——
Hebrews x. 87. ¢ Behold, I come quickly.”—Revelations xxii. 13, 20,

Hacrervsan! Hallelujah! Sing His praises loud and clear.
Hallelujah! He is coming; shout the tidings, ¢ Christ is near;"—
He the Saviour, Lord of Glory, who for us Salvation won,—

He the mighty, mighty Conqueror,—the everlasting Son.

He the Lord of all the ages,—He who arched the gleaming skies,
Yet who walked a lonely wand’rer, full of loving sympathies;
Ever waiting upon sorrow, knowing grief and every loss,

Until dying crushed and burdened, bearing sin upon the cross.

‘Who can measure, Holy Jesus, all the deeps and travail throes,—
All the anguish of Thy sorrows,—all the torrent of Thy woes?
Ah, the bitter gall, the vinegar with which men mocked at Thee,
‘Were as nothing to the gall of Thy soul’s lonely misery.

Hallelujah ! Hallelujah! Praise for ail Thou hast endured !
Hallelujah for the triumph, Thou, O Jesus, hast secured.

So now we praise Thee, Saviour; yea, with all our powers we sing,
“ Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Praises to the coming King.”

Awake, awake, ye slumbering ones, for behold the coming morn
Is flushing all the cloudlets with the orient tints of dawn.

He is coming, Hope of Ages, and the night of sin shall cease,
He is coming, Great Melchizedek, to bring unending peace.

‘We shall see Him and be like Him, bounding upward in the air,—
We the loved of all His loved ones, objects of His tender care.

Oh, what glory, oh, what rapture, when we see Him face to face,
Singing thro’ the eternal ages all the story of His grace.

S. TrEVOR FRANCIS.

——=0} D) b OO e
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_ NEW YEAR! Yes; but it is only just another—may be the
ﬁ last—of an age that’s growing old; for from Zion’s watchtower
= may be seen not a few indications that are as harbingers of a
brighter day. Meanwhile, the outlook filla the devout soul with
commingled feelings of dismay and hope, sorrow and joy; for, turn
where he will, the watchman sees below the apparent peace and security
of the world, elements of the most portentous evil, and knows full well
how soon the stroke of unsparing judgment will descend to hush the
discordant voices of this Babel scene. Did ever such strange conditions
present themselves, in the Church or the world, as now? Look at the
latter, and see its abundant life, overrun with all-pervading lawlessness ;
its boasted progress mixed with boldest profanity; its grain of good
outweighed by greed for gold; its passing pleasures valued more than
the permanent possessions which the gospel presents; sensuality and
sin sought rather than the soul’s salvation ; increasing creature know-
ledge, but, alas! with deepening indifference to the Creator’s claims,
Amidst all this we note how, while the gospel is spreading with
marvellous strides, godlessness becomes more bold and defiant ; and while
the SprriT OoF Gob is rapidly gathering out the elect, SATAN is gathering
his forces for the last gigantic struggle. Thus as to the world. But do
we find in the professing Church a more pleasing picture? Alas! no.
The fine gold has become dim, and the trumpet gives an uncertain
sound. With much life there is much lethargy ; more light, but
manifest leanness ; consecration in the few, but carnal ease marks the
majority ; high-sounding profession is too often mistaken for holiness of
heart, self-inflation for sanctification, pride of intellect for power from
on high, sickly sentimentality for sound spirituality ; and loudness of
speech seeks to make good the lack in lowliness of soul. Instead of
silent spiritual advancement, we find sensational self-advertisement.
‘Where we should look for communion and comfort in the Holy Ghost,
we too often observe confusion and contentions about words and
traditions of men; and for the unity of the Spirit, alas! almost
universal strife.

A truly humbling picture this. Albeit the present privileges which
through grace we enjoy, the popular Christianity of the day might well
be impeached before the high tribunal of Christ’s judgment-throne; for
it certainly is not, from a Bible point of view, what it was designed to
be. Weighed in the balances of the sanctuary, it is *found wanting”
indeed. What then? IHave we no resource? Yes, an abundant
resource in “God, and the word of His grace” (Acts xx. 32). Man
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10 BUDS AND BLOSSOMS.

may fail, as he has ever failed; but “the Lord abideth faithful; He
cannot deny Himself.” The Church may break down in its corporate
character and testimony just as Israel did of old; but the word and
work of Jehovah shall abide for ever, and lis purposes touching His
elect, and the poor world they have served so badly, shall yet be fulfilled
to the letter, so that we need not fear; nay, the very condition of things
around us only shows how accurately the divinely-inspired penman

&c.); while it should be our comfort and joy to know that they indicate
our position as in the Saturday night of this present age. So that we
may respond to the heavenly exhortation, and gird our loins, trim our
lamps, and go forth to await the glad sound of the gathering shout that
shall call us up into the crowded air to meet the Bridegroom of our
hearts, and to follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. Meanwhile,
earnestly endeavouring to * perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord,” let
us. seek diligently to gather out of this doomed world, all those who will
hear the word of the gospel of God’s great salvation.

Finally, let me ask each reader, What if this year, commenced with
you on earth, were to end with you in eternity? Where would your
soul be—in heaven or in hell? If you have no good hope of the former,
turn, this very hour, to Christ. Come to Him who died for our sins,
and rose again for our justification (Rom. iv. 25). “Flee from the
wrath to come.” “Repent, and believe the gospel.” ¢ Kiss the Son,
lest He be angry, and ye perish from the way, when His wrath 1s
kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him ”
(Ps. ii. 12).

C. Russerr HurpIircH.
—From the ** London Almanack' for 1893,

£ 2 0 S e e

BUDS AND BLOSSOMS.

AN ExrtrAacT FrOoM A LETTER.

« Brr best of all, Christ is near, and we must beware of what one
has called ¢ The snare of finishing.” Whenever called, we shall be sure
to leave things, as we think, unfinished.

“ But when the morning light came, and the moment for laying up
Aaron’s rod before God in His presence, there were ‘buds’ and
‘blossoms,” as well as full-grown ‘almonds.” Things immature, as well as
things matured and accomplished, shall be to God’s praise for ever, if
they were but begun, and continued—n Finm.

“So let us be ‘Ready, aye ready,’ as one of the mottoes of the
“English nobility has it.” H. D.
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“JESUS ONLY.”

Marr. xvii. 8; 1 Con.

fi. 2.

OUR EIGHTFOLD MOTTO FOR 1883.

P> et
1. LOOK UNTO

Isaranm xlv. 22,

8. COME WITH

8. Boxo iv. 8.

2. BELIEYE IN

Jonx xiv. 1.

72 SERVE |!/I I‘ : 3. CONFESS
Jomnx xii, 26, MaTT. X. 33,
6. ABIDE IN 4. CALL UPON

5. FOLLOW

JoHX xV. 4.

Luke ix. 23.

Jer. xxix. 12; xxxiii. 8.

¢ Look unto Me,” ye sons of men,
Once ruined by the fall ;
* Believe in Me,” be * born again,”
Since I have died for all.
* Confess Me” as your risen Lord,
Your Saviour and your Friend ;
** Call upon Me” in time of need:
Sustaining grace I’ll send.
** Follow thou Me” along the way,
That I before have trod ;
“ Abide in Me” from day to day,
‘While journ’ing home to God.
“ Serve Me ” in faithfulness and love,
Watching by day and night;
“ Come with Me,” then, to heaven above,
And walk with Me in white.

#*Tsa. xiv. 22; Heb. xii. 2.

Rom. v. 12; Rom. iii. 10-12,
John xiv, 1, iii. 8-7.

Heb. 1. 9; 1 John ii. 2.
Matt. x. 52; Rom. x. 9.
Isa.xliii. 3-11; Prov.xviii. 24,
Jer. xxix. 12, xxxiii. 3.

Heb. iv. 16,

John xx. 22; Luke ix. 23.
John xiii. 15; 1 Peter 1. 21.
Col. ii. 6; John xv. 4, 9, 10,
Heb. xi. 13-16, xiii. 13, 14.
Prov. xxvii. 18; John xii. 26
Mark xiii. 37; 2 Tim. iv. 5.
S. Song iv. 8; Rev. xxi. 9.
Rev. iil. 4, vii. 15-17.

““CHRIST IS ALL, AND IN ALL.”

Pait. i. 20, 21; Cor. {ii. 11.

C.R. H.

® You are affectionately urged to turn to the Scripture references here given,
‘which will prove an interesting Bible study on Salvation, Life, and Glory.
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THE LORD’S COMING IN RELATION TO THE
SAVED AND THE UNSAVED.

[HERE is not a more solemn subject in all scripture than the
(@ coming again of the Lord. We shall look at it in its relation to
the saved and unsaved, practically considered. In our dealing
with prophecy, it is important that we should keep simply and only
to the Word. We might read a hundred books, and find in them
a hundred different interpretations: if we ourselves become prophets,
then even Christians are bewildered. It is when we allow the Word of
God to speak for itself we feel we have a solid rock under us. There is
nothing, then, more important in connection with this subject than that
we should go simply and only upon the Word of God.

NO VISIBLE MANIFESTATION OF GOD FOR 1800 YEARS.

It is eighteen hundred years or more since God in any super-
natural, visible way impressed His being upon our world. The heavens
declare His glory, and the firmament showeth His handiwork; they
declare the eternal power and godhead of the Divine Being ; but it is now
more than eighteen hundred years since God came down in any visible
way whereby He might awaken the dead mind of man concerning Him-
self. 'We know how in the ancient days He presented Himself to

"Moses in the bush that was burning, but not consumed. The angel
Jehovah spoke to him from the midst of the fire, so that the man of God
went away with the deep sense of a visible manifestation of the Divine
Being, and realising the fact that God is a living and true God. 8o,
.again, when before the eyes of man He turned the waters of Egypt into
blood, and made the dust of the ground to be living vermin, and divided
the Red Sea in twain so that a highway was made for His ransomed
ones to pass through, whilst the enemy sank as lead to the depths, there
was terrible proof that there was a mightier than man. It was so all
down the long line of ages until the living manifestation of God
Himself appeared. Working miracles in Canaan, Galilee, and Jerusalem,
giving sight to the blind and raising the dead to life again, were prodi-
gies intended to impress Himself upon the mind of man. Since then
eighteen hundred years have passed away, and the nations for the most
part are dead as to any true thought of the living God. They are
without God and without hope in the world. If there be any life at all
concerning the subject before us, it is a life at enmity with His Word,
saying, in infidel unbelief, *“ Where iz the promise of His coming?
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