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Provision for the Wilderness.
Based upon Notes of Lectures on Numbers~ i.:x.

-- -
LE.CTU RE I.

PRELIMINARY.

NUMBERS, THE WILDERNESS BOOK.

W E have the wilderness before us in the opening
. of this book. I t gives us provision for the

wilderness, as well as our proper position there.
The way God sets His people up for the journey to

the land is given in the first ten chapters, which I
propose to look at. The rest of the book is the
history of their failure and of God's grace. It is
well to remember that there is a proper wilderness
experience, and that there is an improper wilderness
experience. God is determined that His people shall
have the wilderness while here, one way or another,
and thus' learn that this is not their rest. When the
wilderness is accepted as from God, then the experience
is right, and we must recognise that God needs a people
in such a position. There He manifests what He is,
both to and by His people j" and there"it is possible to
"enjoy all, that He has "for:us in ..anticipation ; and
in the power of the Spirit." ""Only, it must be remem
bered, that while the wilderness is no part of God's
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purpose, it is part of His ways. Failure having
come in the wilderness nlust be accepted.

The book of Numbers is pre-eminently the wilder
ness book, and gives the service and walk of the
saints through the wilderness. Not the drawing near
to God 'in the sanctuary, as in Leviticus, but the
external relationships' of a people connected with the
sanctuary, which must rule everything. It is the
Levites' guide book; they are redeemed to God, they
belong wholly to Rim, and are given by Him to the
priest for the service of the sanctuary, so that levitical
service is absolutely dependent upon priestly grace.
The priest appears only, in the first part of the book,
as a guide, to the Levite; no service is of value but
that which is the direct outcome of priestly com
munion. Leviticus gives proper priestly functions in
things pertaining to God,-to speak in antitypical
language, the believer is presented in the savour of
Christ before God answering to Ephesians ; or he
draws near to God to worship as in Hebrews. In
Numbers he is to present the .savour of Christ before
men, answering to Colossians.

JOURNEY DIVIDED. 1'YPES OF CHRIST'S DEATH.

I propose in this first lecture to give a general sketch
of .the wilderness journey, and on subsequent
occasions to take up more in detail the first ten
chapters of this book.

The history of the wilderness journey is divided
into two main parts. One is given in the book of
Exodus, which brings the people as far as Mount
Sinai; the other is subdivided into three' stages, and
these are given in Numbers. There are seven great
types .of Christ's death in the whole journey, which
are divided into three and four, i.e., three objective
and four su bjective, and to the first part belong four
of these, which we will notice in their place. The
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Blood on the lintel and the doorpost is the first.
Here it is a question of the Righteousness of God,
which lies at the basis of everything; then comes, (2)
The Red Sea; here it is the power of God, and the
enemy's power is annulled by death. These two
types are objective. Three stages of this journey
brought them from Rameses to the Red Sea,--to
Migdol; and the fourth across the sea to Marah,
which was three days' journey from the Red Sea. At
this stage their murmuring commences. It was their
first sin, and was morally their worst, and is put last
in the list given in I Cor. x. for this reason. This
murmuring goes on all the way, even after the second
start from Kadesh (see eh. xxi., 5), proving that even
then they were the same people as at the beginning.
Not a single thing that Jehovah did satisfied them.

FIRST PART OF JOURNEY. PURE GRACE.

In this first part of their journey they are under
pure grace, that is to say, this is the disposition of
God's mind toward them.

Manna; quails j the smitten rock; intercession;
and victory over Amalek, set forth the fulness
of God's grace to them in the wilderness. It is the
life of Christ outside this Egypt world, and nothing
here to minister to it. This is the only character of
wilderness experience they ought to have known; but
they did not know themselves here, and this, the
remainder of the journey, is designed to teach them
in the ways of God. .

Jehovah reminds them of this principle of His.
dealing with them in the words: "Ye have seen what
I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on
eagle's wings; and brought you to Myself." All
through to this point their murmurings were met in
purest grace, and their needs at once supplied. In
reply to his cry to Him, Jehovah showed Moses a
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tree, which was cast into the waters, and at once
they were made sweet. This is undoubtedly the cross
of Christ, and forms the third type of His death.
This, when seen, makes the bitter waters of death
sweet to us, and this alone can. Here we subjectively
enter into the truth of the Red Sea j the waters of
Marah being the waters of that sea, and set forth
rleath and judgment, not now as deliverance from
the foe, but from self, and all that which in our
circumstances it is bitter to die to. But Christ has
taken away the sting, having borne .it 1 He has
known death actually as expiation for sin, while to
us It is but death practically to. that for which He
died. Thus in the sight of His cross it is sweet to
arm ourselves also with the same mind.

Here they learn His Name ; Jehovah Rophi !-'fhe
Lord that healeth thee. And at Elim they find the
perfection of administration of refreshment and shade,
in the twelve wells of water and the threescore and
ten palm trees. What an answer to their murmurings!
What a God to have to do with!

1"hey murmur again,He gave them manna!
Again, He gave them quails! Yet again, He
gave them water from the smitten rock! Six
stages from Marah brought them here to Rephidim,
and in the smitten rock we have the fourth type of
Christ's death. The Rock gives forth its waters; they
gushed forth! This water sets forth the Holy Spirit,
a 'spiritual drink'! . This was for their satisfaction; a
subjective type. There was no governmental chasten
ing whatever accompanying these manifestations of
Jehovah's power on their behalf. All was pure grace,
undeserved favour, in this part of their journey.
Jehovah's grace and care of them was simply and
blessedly shewn out. He bare them on eagle's wings,
and brought them to HIJ\lSELF. Ex. xix., 4. This
should have been enough to have bound them for
ever to grace.
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THEY DO NOT KNOW THEMSELVES.

"But if He dealt with them in pure grace here, they
did not know themselves, and there remained much
else also for them to learn, and Jehovah, in patience
and mercy, bears with their manners for forty years
in the wilderness in order that they may learn. Is
not this a sample of how God deals with young
Christians to-day? He does not deal with them
as with older ones. We must learn the flesh and
'Self, but we cannot bear to learn what this "dis
gusting lump of animated clay" is, until we know
something of what the God with \\-'hom we have to
do is. To learn God's infinite grace is the first
lesson of the wilderness; the God over whose
treasury is written, "He giveth more grace."

" In the desert God shall teach thee
What the God that thou hast found;
Patient, gracious, powerful, holy,
All His grace shall there abound."

'1'0 learn God thus is to learn ourselves in His
"presence as John did. If not learnt this way, then
the flesh must be learnt as Peter learnt it, by failure.
No doubt the first is the better way, and He who bare
His people on eagle's wings and brought them to Him-
self would bear them by-the same power into the land,
had they but known themselves and their absolute
dependence upon, that grace and power that had
brought them hitherto. But one more stage of the
journey and Sinai is reached, and here all is changed.

JEHOVAH'S APPOINTMENTS FOR THE JOURNEY.

The rest of the wilderness journey is divided into
three parts, making four in all: Numbers gives us
the last three parts, though the book itself is divided
into four. The first ten chapters give God's number
ing and marshalling the hosts of Israel with reference
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to the Tabernacle, and for the journey into the land.
They set forth what we ought to be on this journey
and how God sets us up for it, though at the same
time they indicate the failure that will come in and
how all, after all, IDust depend upon the true Nazarite.
We never find true wilderness experience until we lay
hold of the fact that God has a standard for us. The
time covered by these instructions is about twenty days.
On the first dav of the second month of the second
year (see eh. i.; I) he begins to number them, and
on the twentieth day of the same month they corn
menced their journey (ch. x., I I).

SUMMARY OF CHAPTERS I.-x.

We will give a' brief summary of these chapters
before entering upon the principles of the second
stage of the journey.

The men capable of bearing arms are numbered
from twenty years old and upward according to
declared pedigree. The Levites are excepted as they
are appointed over the service of the Tabernacle to take
it down and set it up, and are to pitch immediately
around it and to minister unto it. The number of
men bearing arms is 6°3,55° (ch. i.),

Then comes the order of pitching. their tents about
the Tabernacle according to their tribes and the
standards of their respective canlps. Four camps of
three tribes each. These surround, and are for the
defence of the Tabernacle in all its journeys, though
in view of the land. The order of march as origin
ally arranged by Jehovah (ch. ii.).

The generations of Moses and Aaron, an unnum
bered family of priests. The Levites given to the
priests. Nurnberi ng the Levi tes separately from
a montlz old, 22,000. Their position assigned them in
an inner square about the Tabernacle. The number
of the fir.stborn from a month old, 22,273. The
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Levites accepted in the place of the first born (ch. iii.).
The ~1.rticular service of the Levites. The

Kohathites in relation to the priests' office in Eleazar.
The service of Gershon and Merari under the hand of
Ithamar. Number of the Levites from thirty years
old, 8,580 (eh .. iv.).

:FAILURE INDICATED, AND THE TRUE NAZARITE!

Now comes a break, indicating failure and the true
Nazarite. The camps .to be kept clean from all de
filement. Provision for trespass against a brother.
The trial of jealousy; pointing to Jehovah's jealousy
over Israel, and Christ's over the assembly. (eh, v.),

The N azarite vow, with. provision for renewal or
completion, Israel fails and will renew. Individuals
may fail and renew. The Church fails but never
renews. Christ alone completes .His vow. Nothing
but the personal positive holiness of a true Nazarite
can secure blessing for either Israel or the Church.
Jehovah's blessing won for his people by the true
Nazarite.

'WHEN THE TABERNACLE WAS FULLY SET UP.

Now comes another thing which occurs "when the
Tabernacle was fully set up." It is th~ fruits of active
benevolence, the outcome of prepared hearts, and is
exhibited in the voluntary offerings of the Princes for
the service of the sanctuary, and for the dedication of
the Altar. There is no demand for this, it is voluntary;
but it is regulated as to its disposal, and the order and
time of giving by a " Thus saith the Lord."

In the last verse of this chapter we have "The
Voice!" Moses goes in to speak with Jehovah 'who
dwells between the Cherubim on the Mercy seat,
on the Ark. 'He hears the \Toice, and speaks with
Him. It is the place of communication between
Jehovah and Moses to instruct him in His ways.
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Moses approaches Jehovah for instruction as Mediator
there. Jehovah meets man as a sinner at the brazen
Altar (eh. vii.).

From that place Moses gets instruction as to the
ordinance of the light; this is priestly work, and
Aaron lights the lamps. . The Light of the Spirit
brings out the beauty of the light holder-Christ,
who sheds His light upon all service, whether on the
gifts of the princes which precede, or the sanctification
of the Levites which follows.

The sanctification of the Levites. (I) They are
cleansed, that is, they are sprinkled with water; they
shave themselves j and they wash their garments. (2)
They are redeemed for service. (3) They are wholly
given to Jehovah. (4) Jehovah gives them to the
priests to perform the service of the Tabernacle of the
Congregation. H ere a new edict is given by which
they commence their service at twenty-five years. A
kind of five years' preliminary apprenticeship (ch. viii.).

So far the instructions are chiefly about the Levites.
Numbers is the Levites' guide-book. God cuts the
Levites off from all natural supplies and associations,
that their business may be all with Himself. They
may have cattle and what not, but their business is
wholly about the Tabernacle. They were to carry Christ
about through the wilderness as they journeyed, a
sign that He only could fulfil what they had under
taken. All was Christ: the Tabernacle, the Ark, the
Veil. Alas! they manifested themselves. It-is
truth answering to Colossians. We are to set forth
Christ in this scene, and we, too, have to learn that
we need His strength to manifest Him and not
ourselves in the wilderness.

Then comes the Ordinances of the Passover in the
wilderness, to be kept on the fourteenth day of the first
month. All who are clean shall eat it, with unleavened
bread and bitter herbs. Provision for an unclean
remnant, Whether by reason of a journey or a dead
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body when in the land, to keep it on the fourteenth day
of the second month. This transpires before the open
ing of the book.

The pillar of cloud for guidance for the anointed
eye. This required watchfulness. The symbol. of
Jehovah's presence covered the. Tabernacle on the day
it was reared, and abode with them all through,
indicating by its movements when they were to move
and when to rest in their tents. (ch. ix.),

The silver trumpets. Here was guidance which
depended upon priestly intervention, and a circum
cised ear; they are for the calling of the assembly and
for the journeying of the camps or for war, and require
again, watchfulness. (ch. x., 1-10).

SECOND STAGE: GOVERNMENT AND PRIESTLY GRACE.

The second stage of the journey is given in chs,
x., 1I.-XV. This brings the people from Horeb to
Kadesh, to which place they are brought at the
close of eh, xii. (see xiii., 26). The first move of
the cloud takes place twenty days after the book
opens, and the order of march is altered to meet
unbelief. Jehovah will be for eyes instead of Hobab,
whom Moses would have chosen (see x., 33.)

The journey from Horeb to Kadesh was an eleven
days' journey, and' which they doubtless actually
accomplished in that time, in some three stages (ch.
xxxiii., 16-18). Then they had only to go straight up
into the land on the west of Jordan and there would
have been no Jordan, but all would have been typified
in the Red Sea, only the truth 111USt be learned
experimentally, But the.y were under government
now, having bound themselves by law at Sinai. There
was indeed something else needed, or they could not
have lived, and priestly grace is added, based on sacri
fice, for restoration after failure. But they had bound
themselves at Sinai to do all that the Lord com-
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manded, and as soon as they take that ground before
God they are under government.

MURMURERS!

They are characterized by mUrlllUnng here just as
before, but being under governmenttheir murmuring
brings not only relief, as before; but also chastisement,
In ch. xi., three days after they start the second time,
they fall again into murm.uring and lusting. Jehovah
gives them quails again indeed, "But while 'the 'flesh
was yet intheir mouths . . . the wrath' of God came
upon them, and slew the fattest of them, and smote
down the chosen men of Israel'" (Ps. lxxviii., 30-31).
This was Kibroth Hattaavah! Here they found the
graves of lust! 'That was governmental, and they
learn something of themselves. So God deals with
His people to-day; but we need something more than
government; we need priestly grace to enable us to
stand at all, and we have it.

DESPISERS!

Their murmuring is followed by despising the
pleasant land. The spies go up to the land, they
search it for forty days, they see it is a goodly land, and
eat of its fruit. They bring back their report with some
of the fruit, saying, "It surely floweth with milk and
honey, and this is the fruit. Nevertheless,"-and here
they discourage the heart of the people by the difficulties
and the giants, which leads to the people refusing to go
up and despising the pleasant land. Then the govern
ment of God would have destroyed them at once
again, -a second time after they had put themselves
under law, .but Moses and the priest come in (ch. xiv.),
and they are not blotted out" although Jehovah shews
His way of retribution for the guilty, and His faithful
ness to His promises. God will pardon, but His
glory shall fill the earth!
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A MAN GETS WHAT· HE DESIRES. GOVERNMENT I.
HORMAH!

As a principle here we find that a man gets what
he values. It is of all importance that we should
value what God gives us. Here God gave them
their desire, but sent leanness into their souls. (See
Pss. lxxviii., 29 : cvi., 15.) If we fear the difficulties
of the heavenly path, and love self, the world, or earth,
we may get what we value, but just as surely shall
we have .God's hand upon us, and find' that under
govemment "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap.' And this just because we are His people,
as He said to Israel, "You only have I known' of all
'the families of the earth, therefore will I punish you
for all your iniquities" (Am. iii., 2). It is a solemn
thing to come near God t Here they despised the
pleasant land, and God. says, You shall not go in
then, and none of this cornpany did, save Caleb and
.and Joshua. Then, after, they 7iJould go up in their
own strength, spite of God not. going with them, and
they were chased and slain to Horrnah, which means
"Utter destruction," a place which gets its name again
under different circumstances afterwards, by God's
grace and patience with them. In eh. xv. God
retires into His own sovereignty, and contemplates the
fulfilment of His promises, and what 'vas to be done
when they were in the land, just as though the'
children of Israel had not failed at all. Such is the
'God with whom we have to do !

THIRD STAGE. PENAL 1 GOVERNlvrE~T AND PRIESTLY

GRACE STILL t.

Chs. xvi.-xx., 2 I give us the next section of their
journey. How long does this take? Thirty-eight
years. The second only eleven days, and this thirty
eight years 1° Alas! what does unbelief work l This
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section is from Kadesh, to Kadesh; in eh, xx. they are
back again there; and in eh. xxxiii, some eighteen
stages of it are given. This part of the journey
was penal. It was God's punishment upon them
because they would not believe Him, and because
they despised the pleasant land. They were still
under government and priestly grace, which Jehovah
did not withdraw from them, but gave them in
connection with it the ordinance of the Red Heifer,
the ashes of which in the hands of Eleazar, the
priest, are for application in the case of inadvertent
defilement during this part of the journey. It is
the fifth type of the death of Christ, and it shews
how divinely suitable is that death to us in all the
wilderness journey, penal or otherwise. We cannot
do without that death! This is a subjective type j it
is the death of Christ brought home to our souls in.
the power of the Holy Spirit as a means of cleansing
for the wilderness.

WANDERERS!

But here, on their part, they go from bad to
worse, They seem to have wandered up and
down the peninsula of Sinai, going over and over
again the same ground, a comparison of the itiner
aries shewing that they came to the same place
from opposite directions. There is no real progress
toward the land during this stage; they must get back
to the point of departure before the testimony can
move forward again, and then it goes in a different
direction from that which was indicated from Kadesh
at the first.

Many a converted man from refusal of heavenly
truth is condemned to wander, penally, in the wilder
ness of this world, till he gets back to the point of
departure and is restored, and perhaps only on a
deathbed finds that he is set for heaven. Ready
for it indeed as soon as brought to God, but there
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should be a heavenly experience with us even while here
on earth. The wilderness must be accepted; and
then, blessed be His Name, though our feet are in
the wilderness, our experience may be heavenly.

REBELS!

Here they not only murmur, but break out into
open rebellion. Dathan and Abiram-Reubenites,
against Moses; and Koran--a Kohathite, against
Aaron ; thus refusing Christ in His double char
acter of Lord and Priest, and setting aside the
only principle that could bring them into the land.
Korah's sin is prominent, and the one spoken of
afterwards, whether in the Old or New Testament,
because it is against the very person that Jehovah
provided for them in connection with government,
the only one that could avail to bring them through.
But the authority of the Lord must be overturned
before God's priesthood can be set. aside, and this is
set forth in Dathan and Abiram, who refuse (v. 12)
.the authority of Moses as ruler or lord of the people,
the King in Jeshurun. Alas! Christendom has
succeeded in accomplishing this. What does it care
for the Lord's rule? And it makes priests of whom
it will. But it has succeeded to its own destruction r
It "perishes in the gainsaying of Kore ! "

This is put as the final sin of Christendom in
Jude. I t is worse than that of Balaam's, which
comes after it historically in Numbers.

Cain brings in natural religion. His followers
would worship God according to their thoughts,
making of religion 'a science;' and of God, 'the
highest conception of the natural mind'! It is
natural wickedness l

Balaam, prophet of a false god, would be a prophet
of Jehovah for the sake of the reward attached to it.
He 'ran greedily after' it, loving the wages of un-
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righteousness, and would teach error for it In his
mad folly. But while making use of the Name
of Jehovah, he went to seek divinations and en
chantments of the devil. -Religious corruption in
teaching!

Korah seeks to set aside the true priesthood,
, speaking against' Jehovah's appointment.-The gain
saying which brings destruction!

Korah's two hundred and fifty princes, who, with
their brazen censers smoking with unhallowed fire
would offer incense to Jehovah as priests, are
consumed by a fire from Jehovah, and 'the
censers of these sinners against their own souls,'
are made into broad plates for the brazen Altar
as a memorial that no stranger, that is not of the
seed of Aaron--God's true priest-s-come near to
offer incense before the Lord. The claims of
the brazen altar rnust be met, as in the consecration
of the priesthood, before any approach to the golden
Altar can be allowed, or any service in connection
th erewith.

Aaron's censer, fed with fire from the brazen Altar
and true incense sprinkled upon it, stays the plague
which now breaks out upon the people. The true
Priest, the golden Censer, and incense produced by
tire from the Altar alone can accomplish this. All
human priesthood is based necessarily upon an un
accomplished Atonement.

God now vindicates Iris priest by resurrection.
The dead dry sticks are laid up before Jehovah, and
cut off from their natural source of supply, wither;
while the Priest's rod, fed by the God of resu rrection,
blossoms and buds and brings forth fruit in the power
of resurrection. God's Priest for us is Christ in
resurrection; and though all are priests, yet this can
only be known and entered upon in the power of
resurrection,
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GRACE ABANDONED FOR GOVERNMENT!

All this culminates, alas! in the failure of Moses and
Aaron themselves, who practically (in type) aban
don the rod of priestly grace for that of government,
and on this account are debarred from entering 'into
the land, for pure government can never bring such
a people as they (as we ourselves are) there. The
priest having been vindicated in ch. xvii., and appor
tioned in eh. xviii. in connection. with the Levites ;
and the Red Heifer given for cleansing from defile
ment (ch. xix.), Jehovah is prepared to go on again in
grace with them; their murmurings but brings out
His resources,and He instructs Moses what to do.
But here the servants fail, and even the ineekest man
in all the earth speaks unadvisedly with his lips.
Instructed to take the rod, which was Aaron's rod
which had been laid up before the Lord (eh. xx, 8, 9),
he takes it indeed, but instead of speaking to. the
Rock with this rod in his hand, he smote the Rock
twice with his "O'lon rod (v. I I).. This was therod of
governnlent! The one with which he had smitten
the Nile and the Red Sea. He accompanies this
with the words, "H"ear now ye rebels, must "we fetch
you water out of this rock ?"" What did Jehovah do ?'
He gave them water indeed in spite or His servants'
failure; but He says to them, Because of this you
shall not bring this people into the land. Thus we
see that government alone can. bring no one into the
land; priestly grace is necessary with it, or all is over.
Neither Moses nor Aaron, blessed men as they were,.
reach it !

FOURTH STAGE. PROGRESS TOWARD THE LAND.

THE Vow! HORMAH!

Here we get the second start from Kadesh,
and it is progress toward Jordan and the land
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(ram this on. Their wanderings are o'er, and
they reach the plains of Moab in some nine
stages (eh, xxxiii., 37-49), which occupies part of
the last year of their journey. They are under
the same great principles of God's actings, but
we lose the sympathising wilderness priest here, and
get the priest of the calling, who .gives instruction to
the new leader, by lJ rim, for taking possession of the
land. The wilderness is now the way into the land,
its penal character has ceased, though the flesh is the
same all through. In starting from Kadesh they
would have made a short cut through Edam j but this
is not allowed, the wilderness must now be accepted..
Then Aaron dies, and Arad, who at first gains a
success, is overcome by them and smitten to Horrnah,
-they having vowed a vow that it shall this time be
a war of extermination against their enemies. Thus
Hormah gains a n~w signification. It is either 'utter
destruction ' to us, or to our enemies.

MURMURERS STILL! . THE BRAZEN SERPENT 1

THEY LEARN THEMSELVES.

But, again, the entry into the wilderness brings
out that they are in themselves the very same
people in the fortieth year as at the first.

The bite of the fiery serpent teaches them
that the poison is in their blood, and that there is
nothing but death for them. All the wilderness
.experience thas not altered them one bit; there is no
remedy but death. 'The Serpent of Brass, the sixth
.great type of Christ's death, teaches them that
Jehovah's provision for their state of death is in the
death of another, who is made the thing that bit
them. So \vas the Son of Man .lifted up, made sin
for us. This meets their state for God, and they sing
to the well which springs up for them. God gives
"thus the Holy Spirit.
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The Brazen Serpent is the sixth-great type in order,
but the third and last objective type, and we learn
here not only that there is no good thing in us and
so to distrust ourselves, but also that life is in
Another, and so we get deliverance.' 'A lesson that
might have been learnt at the Red Sea, but as a
matter of fact is seldom learnt there. '[he seventh
and last type is Jordan, and is given in Joshua; it
closes the wilderness journey. It is death, realized
as gain, and joyfully entered upon as the pathway
of the Son of God and a deliverance from all that
is now hateful to us. .This is experimental, and the
complement of the brazen Serpent. We get rid of
self in Jordan. God rid Himself of us in the brazen
Serpent.

It is necessary now to pass through the territories
of others and war is in view, but strengthened at the.
springing well they send messages to Sihon, and
eventually repelling his attack and conquering him,
they possess his land and that of Og. Now the devil
makes a last effort to keep them out of the land, but
Balaarn's would-be curses are turned into blessings.
They are four, viz., I. Separation and increase;
2. Justification; 3· Pilgrimage and fruitfulness;
4. Victory. Separation is God's first principle. If
we want increase, we must have separation; it is this
that draws true souls, who answer to what is of God.
"rfhen Balaam teaches Balak to cast a stumbling
block before the people, to eat things sacrificed to
idols, and to commit fornification." Phinehas stays
the plague, and obtains J ehovah's covenant of peace.

THE NEW COMPANY; NEW PRIEST; 'NEW J.JEADER,

AND NEW DESIRE.

Now we get the new company numbered under
the new leader and the new priest. There are
6bI,730 warriors and 23,000 Levites. Caleb and
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Joshua alone of· the -old company are left and
enter into the land j these shew the link between
the two sets of experience.

Desire for the pleasant land is shewn now to super
sede the despising it, in the five noble daughters of
Zelophehad. The man .in Scripture typically sets
forth the position and the woman the condition,.
so that here the desire is set forth as permeating
the host. Just as when Miriam the prophetess
went out with the women at the Red Sea, and
took up the refrain, "Sing ye. to the Lord; for
He hath triumphed gloriously." There the joy
of redemption permeated the host, and here the
desire for the land. They who desired it, obtained it.
"rrhe daughters of Zelophehad speak well; thou shalt
surely give them a possession of an inheritance
amongst their father's brethren." The demand of
faith. on a God who loves to give, is never refused.
This company as a whole enter the land. Moses but
viewed it, and though that were blessed in company
with God, it is not what sets forth for us true experience,
though many are satisfied to sing,

" Could I but stand where Moses stood,
And view the landscape o'er."

Moses himself, true lover of the people after all,
desired other for them, "Let Jehovah, the God of the
spirits of all. flesh, set a man over the congregation."
J oshua,-Christ in resurrection in the power of the
Spirit, is that Man. Christ, too, our Eleazar the High
Priest of our calling, and He leads into the land. As
Aaron He sympathises with us, and helps in. the
wilderness; as Eleazar He gives instructions for enter
ing j and as Joshua .the Captain of our salvation He
leads into the land. In Hebrews He is all three
combined with Melchizedek, and in the glory of His
Person as Son of God He is spoken of there as the
"Great Priest."
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Two AND A HALF TRIBES FAIL AT THE LAST!

They fall to the seductions of their cattle. little ones, and wives
in the wilderness.

In this spirit of desire then and thus furnished
for entering the land, they came to Jordan.

What happened to them there? Alas! the record
of what man is in himself, is unbroken! Two
and a half tribes wish to stop short of the land.
They lift up their eyes, and choose for themselves.
Anything but 'Jordan! Anything but the land!
Anything but a continued abiding. sense of the
presence of Jehovah 1 They say, "Bring us· not
over this Jordan. " They fall under the third
would be curse of Balaam, and change their
goodly tents for stone houses on the wilderness side
of Jordan. That which Moses refused for them in
Egypt, when Pharaoh tried to keep first their little
ones, and afterwards their cattle in Egypt! Egypt
is the world. The wilderness more earth. And
many a Christian, who has refused the world, has
fallen to the seductions of earth. Heaven is too
difficult, Jordan lies between. The claims of their
little ones and their cattle prevail! The exhortation
in Colossians which, for us, seems to meet this is,
"Seek those· things which are above where Christ
sitteth at the right hand of God; set your affection on
things above, not on things on the earth." Family
and business must all be brought in under the Lord,
and be sanctified thus, or the land is not known.
Earthly relationships must be entered upon in heavenly
power and subject to the 'Lord, or they become a
snare to us.

Here in Numbers they are left in the plains of Jordan.
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Before taking up in <detail the chapters we propose
to look at, it will be well to note that this book
presents the people of God in a certain aspect.' This
is not the highest view of them, that is, it is not so
much what they are in God's thoughts, where all the
blessing He has for them, invests them, ,as He speaks
of them, but ra.ther it presents' them from the point of
view of their experience, which is, alas! generally very
different.

In Exodus xix., 5, for instance, God's thoughts of
His people are, as He says, Ye shall be my own
possession out of all peoples . . . and ye shall be a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation. But it may be
noticed that this is contingent, "If ye will obey my
voice." This they did not do, and consequently never
entered consciously into God's thoughts about them
in this respect. They may have taken up the letter of
the word, and boasted in it.; and this they did, but it
was fatal to them, being without reality. This is seen
in the case of Korah, who refused Moses and Aaron,
boasting that all the Lord's people were holy.

While declaring that they would. obey Jehovah's
voice, and thus secure the blessing into which they
had been brought, they forfeited everything as a nation,
by breaking the law before they had received it. Then
the priesthood falls into the hands of Aaron and his
family, and the remainder of the tribe of Levi are
chosen for the special service of the Tabernacle.

In Leviticus, Jehovah speaks out of the tabernacle"
of the congregation, and the instructions given are all
about the service of the priests inside that Tabernacle.
Here we have typically God's highest thoughts about
His people, and this leads the soul into heaven and
its joys.

But in Numbers we are sensibly on different ground,
and .although Jehovah's voice is still from the Taber-.
nacle of the congregation, yet it is first said, U In the .
wilderness of Sinai." There ·can be little doubt that
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this supposes a different experience of the people of
God, although it has still to do with the Tabernacle.

Then in the book itself, the three classes of the
people are given in a peculiar way and relationship to
each other. The age increases, and the numbers
diminish, as we come upward in the scale of spiritual
capacity. It is true that. there ar,e no limits of age for
the priests, but there were fewer priests than Levites,
and fewer Levites than there were of the host.

This, I believe, sets forth that it was known in the
divine wisdom of God, that the experience of believers
to-day would answer to it, and the few only enter into
the experience of the highest capacity. Alas! how
few there are to-day who .enter into the fact that they
are servants of righteousness, an-d a people for a pos
session to God! A 1fingdom of' priests!



LECTURE 11.

CHAPTERS 1.-111., 4.

THE TABERNACLE OF THE CONGREGATION.

T H E fi.rst verse introduces us at once. to the subject
of the book: "Jehovah spoke to Moses in the

Wilderness of Sinai, in the Tabernacle of the congre
gation." Here the chief characteristics of the book
are clearly defined. It is a wilderness book, and has
to do with the Tabernacle of the congregation. Those
who have chiefly to do with this Tabernacle in the
wilderness, who take it down and put it up and carry
it through the wilderness in all its journeyings, are the
Levites. They also pitch immediately round the
Tabernacle of testimony, that there come not wrath"
upon the assembly of the children of Israel (eh. i.,
5I-53)·

But before we reach the Levites, we have to break
through the host who pitch afar off about the
Tabernacle. To this host we are introduced in Ch,
i., where Moses is instructed to "Take the sum.of all
the congregation of the "children of Israel .
from twenty years old and upward, all that go forth to
military service in Israel."

In these then we have two classes of the whole
company, but there is a third which appears also in the
book, and which we must have before us, in order to
complete the company, which sets forth in figure the
people of God on earth to-day, in one or other of the
three great functions which all are called upon to
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fulfil before God. That third class is the priests,
who are already installed in the book of Leviticus.
They are first found in this book in ch. iii. 1-4, and
appear from time to time in the book, being easily
recognizable as the leading spirits under God, in all
the movements of the Levites and of

THE HOST.

Let us consider what it is that distinguishes the host
as we have it presented to us in this chapter. They
were the males, from twenty years old, "able to go
forth to war," or "to military service," or "among the
forces of Israel.' They are evidently to form "The
Lord's host," as spoken of in Josh. v. 14. Their
business was war. And inasmuch as only eleven days
journey separated them from the land, when they were
thus chosen and presumably armed, there can be little
question that the sphere of their warfare was to be the
land. To plant the Tabernacle of the congregation
and of testimony in the land, among the enemies of
Jehovah.

But this did not happen for thirty-nine years, and as
to fact they had to turn their arms against foes, who
attacked them in another sphere. ·They had to defend
the Tabernacle around which they pitched, and which
was always the object of the enemy's attack, whether
in the land or in the wilderness. It was this Balak
tried to draw Balaam's attention from when he would
have had the people cursed, and shewed him but the
utmost part of them. It was this, however, that
arrested and rivetted Jehovah's gaze, so that in view of
it, and all it spoke of, he could say, "I have not
beheld iniquity in Israel." ,If the Tabernacle was not
planted in the land, this host surrounded it to defend
it in the wilderness.

Glancing at the three stages of the journey from this
on, we find there is fighting mentioned at the close of
the eleven days' journey. This was against their true
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enemies in the land, although in self-will and un belief,
because of J ehovah's judgment upon them, for not
going up when hidden. It should have been the
beginning of faith's victory over these enemies, and
have led on to the conquest of the land. But, alas!
it was not so. .

Then comes the third or penal stage of the journey,
and here ,ye hear of no war with external enemies.
Rebellion: with sorrow and perplexity enough because
of it, but no sense of the dignity of their position, nor
of the glory of having the Tabernacle of the testimony
of God' committed to their 'keeping.

The last stage begins again with war with the same
people, that is, the Canaanites in the south of the
land; but this time with entirely different results, and
under entirely different circumstances, as Hormah has
already witnessed to us. From this, on to the plains
of Jordan, they are on the war-path, being refreshed
and invigorated for it by' the springing well. The
enemies they conquer are first, Midian, of whom they
avenge themselves after failure, and then the Am.orites
on the wilderness side of Jordan. So that. although
armed for the land, which is the sphere of their'
characteristic warfare, yet have they to do battle with
enemies of the same race in the wilderness.

Now both of these positions are typical. The}
wilderness and the land both set forth experience for
us as Christians to-day, though they cannot be entered
upon by us at the same moment, and so both characters.
of fighting are ours also. ' Satan and his emissaries are
not only said to be "wicked spirits in the heavenlies,"
but also" the rulers of the darkness of this world," and
whether it be for the maintenance of our heavenly
destiny and portion, or whether the testimony of God
upon earth, alike we have to do with these implacable'
foes.

Possibly it was, like the wilderness itself, not part of
God's purposes, but it certainly was part of His ways
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that His people should encounter these Amorites,
Sihon, and Og in the wilderness, for they were not
allowed to go up straight into the land from Kadesh
this time, but had to compass Edom, and to pass
through the land of these enernies, and so we hear of
what is written in the book of the wars of Jehovah,
and they are strengthened to take them up.

The census taken in eh. i. then is for the warriors,
but the tribe of Levi is not numbered in it, for

THE LEVITES

have other work to do. Their position is assigned
here for the encarn pment, and in eh. ii. for the march.
They are afterwards nurnbered (eh, iii.), for their
special service, and that service is assigned to them.
Their business is about the Tabernacle and its vessels,
and all things that belong to it. They are to set it up
and serve it, and encamp round about it. When it
moves they are to take it down and carry it, and no
stranger might come near to it upon pain of death.

While the hosts of Israel were to encamp every
man by his own standard, far off about the Tabernacle
of the congregation, the Levitespitched immediately
about the Tabernacle of Testimony, (Note the change
of expression.) They were separated to the Taber
nacle, and this in order that there be no plague upon
the children of Israel. .

Here an the children of God to-dei.y are set forth in
another aspect. Not only are we to be set for the
defence of the House of God on earth, but we 'are
servants of that House and of the God that dwells in
it,' arid this service brings us nearer to God in' spirit
than the defence of the truth.

But there is a third class,

"rHE PRIESTS,

and this is presented in the family of Aaron. All
three classes are given together in chs, ii., 3?-iii., 4.



26 PROVISION FOR THE WILDERNESS.

The number of the warriors is given in v. 32. The
Levites are noticed as not numbered among them,
v. 33, and the generations of the priests is given in
those of Aaron's family who had not failed, Eleazar
and Ithamar. These are the worshippers. They set
forth the highest spiritual capacity of the Christian
to-day.

To-day all the Lord's people are priests: all the
Lord's people are Levites: all the Lord's people are
warriors, and this is the order from God's point of
view. The priests performed their office and enjoyed
their privileges in common, and introduce us more to
Assembly ground. The Levitical service was indi
vidual, to every man his' work, and this was at the
dictation of the priests. The warriors' work was more
in character, national, and this also was under the
control of the priests. All are occupied either in, or
with, or around the Tabernacle of the congregation as
the great centre of their wilderness life. So we are
priests to draw near to God in His House, which is set
forth .by the Tabernacle; Levites, for the service of
that house ; and warriors, for the defence of the
House of God upon earth.

The num bers engaged in these functions, and the
age at which they enter upon them, seems to indicate
that there are fewer who enter practically into the
experience set forth by them, as we rise in the scale
of spiritual capacity. As to numbers, there are fewer
Levites than warriors; fewer of these in actual service
as such, than numbered from a month old j and fewer
priests than Levites. There is a nation of warriors, a
tribe of Levites, and a family of priests. The priests
are altogether unnumbered.

As to age, the warriors begin at twenty years, the
Levites at thirty, with a preliminary five years' service
commencing at twenty-five. All this is arranged, and
a census taken of them. God would have a record of
all those who are in the defence and service of the
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truth upon earth. Each one is known to Him and
dear to Him, and all the exigences of his position are
provided for by Him. There are no limits to the age
of the 0 priesthood. We are priests by birth and
nature, and" once a priest always a priest."

The warriors being the greatest number, seems to
indicate that there are more who enter experimentally
into the warfare incidental to the wilderness, than who
know what it is, either to serve as Levites, or to
worship as priests. On the other hand, since. both
service and warfare are at the dictation of the priest,
there must first be priestly communion for the fulfil
ment of either of these functions. And though
none but those who know their highest priestly
privilege and dignity can enter upon the characteristic
warfare with spiritual wickedness in the heavenlies,
yet t~ere is in the actual experience of God's beloved
people to-day, a character of warfare, into which they
are plunged immediately they can declare their
pedigree. They then become at once objects of the
attack of the enemy, and have to defend the truth.
So that all these functions are reciprocal, and act and
react upon each other. -

And while they may, and should all begin together
and run concurrently with each other, yet the differ
ence of ages seems to indicate that the mass know
more what a certain peculiar kind of warfare is first,
and then 'pass on into the experience of that which is
characteristic of service and. worship in its highest
sense: and then again to warfare in a way they had
no conception of at the first.

Turning now to our chapter, we find, that of those
who go forth to do military service, the pedigree and
age must obe declared, and in this consists their title
to become part of the forces of Israel. Already
redeemed and brought into relationship with ]ehovah,
they themselves must be clear as to their title, and
shew a sufficient number of years to surround and be
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entrusted with, the defence of the Tabernacle where
]ehovah dwelt. Not only must the pedigree be clear,
but the man must be formed and developed: he must
have arrived at maturity· and be able to go forth to
war.

So with the Christian warrior. GQd does not
entrust the defence of His truth to those who do not
know their title, who cannot declare their pedigree;
in other words, who do not know their relationships
with the Father and with His Christ, and by what
means they" came into these relationships, and in
whom the man is not formed.

Let us seek to apply these things to ourselves.

PEDIGREE.

There is but one federal head to whom we mlist be
able to trace our relationship-only one Man whom
God recognizes to-day. Need it be said, that Man is
Christ. Adam and all that are under his headship,
not only cannot defend the truth, but are all of then)
armed in opposition to it. Born with a fallen nature,
in all the springs of his being antagonistic to God and
His will; he has been set aside' for ever before God t

and has received his sentence judicially in the cross
of Christ. This the Christian recognizes, and rejoices
to know that he no longer belongs to that man, but to
the second Man whom God has introduced before
Himself and for faith, even Christ. He is one who
knows that he has been raised out of his old con
nection with Adam as a federal head, and that Christ
is now this to him, he is " A lTlan in Christ."

He has become such by the operation of the Spirit
of God, Who has become his life, and finally, has
taken up His abode" in him. By the same Spirit he
knows that he is' in Christ, and is able to declare it, to
stand forth before all the assembled multitude of
God's people, and say,' Thank God I am clear of
responsible Adam, with all his failure and antagonism.
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I belong by His grace to Christ, I am in Christ
before God.
: God, too, is known" to be the source of all this
blessed work, as in I Cor .. i., 30. "Of Him are ye
jn Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom
and righteousness and sanctification. and redemption."
Here their origin is traced to God, as to an entirely
new source, they are in Christ Jesus as the head of a
newrace, who is made from God to them all that they
need.

But there is another relationship for the Christian ;
he says, I am a son of God. A relationship after the
same pattern as that which existed between the Son
and the Father, now exists between the believer and
God. " My Father and your Father." He is born
from above, from an entirely new source, not of the
flesh which produces but flesh, but" of God." Then
born of water and the Spirit, they have passed through
the stages of difficulty, doubt, and fear, which usually
succeed the first operations of the Spirit, and have
come to understand that they are in Christ before the
Father, He is not ashamed to call them brethren
because, " He that sanctifieth and they who are
sanctified 'are all of one." They are led thus by the
Spirit into the knowledge of this specially blessed
relationship. A relationship set forth in Christ, and
for us based upon redemption's work, and inwrought
by the Holy Spirit.

In both these relationships, God, who is love, is the
source and author of all, while the sacrifice of Christ
is the basis, the Spirit, and the word being instru
mental means, faith forming an important element in
our being brought into the knowledge and joy of
them, in the power of eternal life.

The Christian, then, is a man of an altogether
different order to that to which he originally belonged,
though he must remember that the flesh is still in
him, and ready to assert itself at any time of un-
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watchfulness. This is his pedigree, and he must be
in the consciousness of this before he can be entrusted
by the Lord with the defence of His truth as to the
House of God on this earth, which is the Assembly of
the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. .

But there is more than this required. He must be
twenty years of age,-in other words, the man must
be formed in him, We have thus another thing,
which is for us involved in the foregoing, but may be
considered separately: namely,

AGE.

He must be a formed man, not an infant. Many of
the latter were in the camp and needed to be defended,
they could not defend the truth. With the Christian,
Christ must be formed in. him, Paul says to the
Galatians, "My little children of whom I travail again
in birth till Christ be formed in you." With us it is
not a question of years, but of Christ; and this not
the knowledge of our being in Christ, though it goes
with it, and is the complement to it, but of "Christ
in us," it is the practical side. In this case there,
must be a maturity in the person which delivers from
all the appeals of the law to the natural legal heart, so
that the bondwoman and her son-the responsible
man-are cast out: and Christ, the Son of the
freewoman, has full s\vay over the being: a maturity
that commands confidence, before he can be recog
nized either as a defender of the House of God on
earth, or a servant of it.

Such a one was Paul when, having been separated
from his birth, God had called him by His grace and
revealed His Son in him. Here \ve have some of the
stages that the apostle passed through, not of time,
but of state, before he preached Christ among the
heathen, that he was Son of God. Set apart for God
from birth; called by grace; God's Son revealed in
(not "to") him. A graphic summary of the whole of
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God's dealings with him, in order to make him the
devoted warrior and servant that he became.

It is that character of truth which comes out in
Colossians, where we have, "Christ in you the hope
of glory." It is the effect of nourishing in the love of
God, that life of Christ which has been communicated
to us by the powerful, formative" operation of the
Holy Spirit, which presents Christ. the new, the risen
Head, in all His glories as an object for the soul, and
as we gaze upon Him, changes us into the same
image, from glory to glory, so that we become morally
more and more like Him. Thisside of truth is the
practical side, and one which we are" slow to appre
hend.

Now the Spirit of God alone can form Christ in us.
It is one of the things that was to be known when the
Spirit should come. And in order that this may
characterize us, we need to be" strengthened with
might, by His Spirit, in the inner mall, that Christ
may dwell in our hearts by faith. Only thus can we
enter into all the' heights and depths of Christ's love
and glory, and only thus be to His praise down here.
There is certainly a tendency in every heart to stop
short of this; to be satisfied with so-called, objective
truth, but which is not rightly so called: for all true
objective truth must produce its complement in us
subjectively. So, we are known to be "in Christ," by
it being manifest that Christ is in us.

Another thing comes out in eh. ii., and that is--

THE STANDARD.

Here again, we as Christians have but one standard.
It is Christ. Christ as opposed to all the standards
under which the first man fights, who can have no
place, save as a foe, in connection with God's House.
But God's warriors pitch about it and defend it,
whether in rest or in movement.

" Jehovah-Nissi " had been their banner or standard,
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under which they had fought Amalek, now they range
themselves under their tribal standards. We have no
tribal standards, there is but one banner for us, it is
set up in the name of Christ, and in the power of the
Holy Spirit. It is displayed because of the truth, and
is a rallying point for all the children of God. It is
set up towards Zion,--God's kingdom established in
grace on earth, and is against Babylon, that .great
system of human independency of God, where the
first man has so large a place. It is for the whole
truth of God. not for any mere theological system or
portion of the truth. God's House is upon earth
to-day, and this must be defended, and all human
glory jealously excluded. Here Christ is all and in
all.

Now while ranged under this standard, we surround.
God's House on earth-we form it. Here God'
dwells in the midst of His people, and while. their
warfare is' to maintain that which is suitable to Him,
He is a joy and safeguard to them, and delights in
them. The encampment is really a picture of God's
delightin His' people. Three tribes on each side of
the court guarded the Tabernacle, and the families of
the Levites more immediately around it, on three
sides of an in ner square, served it, while the priests on
the east side approached to God Himself, in com
munion and. worship. Thus though a wilderness
people, yet,' with God in their midst, we see the
possibility of their. entering into all the joys of heaven
to cheer the wilderness scene.

God's intimate knowledge of the whereabouts and
condition of His people on earth to-day, is set forth
by it also. He who, of old, determined the bounds 'of
the nations about Israel: and of each man, family,
and tribe of His people about the Tabernacle, knows
also all about His people on earth to day. He has
His hook of the living on earth, and knows their
names and their numbers. Whether fulfilling the.
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functions of warriors, Levites, or priests, or of all
three, as they should be; He knows where they
dwell, and if they pitch hard by the Tabernacle, or afar
off. He knew 'where to find Peter, a servant, in the
house of one Simon, a tanner, at Joppa; or Ananias,
living in Damascus; or Saul, in the house of Judas,
in the street called Straight. How intimate His
knowledge of us ! May He give us grace to answer
more fully to our privileges and position as the House
of God, a people among and in whom He dwells, and
in whom He delights. The order of march is given
here also, and whether in rest or in motion, the
Tabernacle is seen to be the great central figure.

We may now consider, although we have anticipated
it, what

THE CONFLICT

is, though we may find, perhaps, more what it is not
than what it is. First, it may be noticed that no arms
are mentioned here. For us, the armour is described
in the New Testament, and while more immediately
in view of the conflict in the heavenlies, yet the same
armour is used against the foes .of the wilderness. In
these two ways the conflict comes upon us, though the
foes be of the same race in the wilderness as in the
land, and the sphere of both these conflicts is earth.

But there are experiences which must be passed
through before either of these conflicts can be engaged
in, and it may be helpful to us all to have clearly
before us that which is not true Christian conflict,
though it is so frequently mistaken for it. We will
look, therefore, very briefly at the

EXPERIENCE OF ROM. VII.

There two principles are seen to be at work in the
renewed man, they are in deadly antagonism to each
other, and while the new nature wills what is right,
the man has no moral strength, and is shewn to be
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too weak without aid to resist the flesh successfully.
I t is recorded of Melancthon that he said, "I find old
Melancthon too strong for young Philip."

This is the experience of' a soul, quickened, but
still tinder the sense of responsibility, not as yet
knowing deliverance from itself and from the con
demnation of a law which it acknowledges to be holy
and just and good. "To will is present with me,"
here is the renewed will, "But how to perform that
which is good I find not," here is the powerlessness
of the man, which is a complete hinderer of the
renewed will. This continues until the man, in whom
all this goes 00, cries out in despair, "0 wretched
man that I am, who shall deliver me from this dead
body? " This man cannot declare his pedigree, he is
not yet delivered from the law. But in the last verse
quoted, he is on the eve of this blessedness, and the
truth being brought home to him in the power of the
Spirit, that he is in Christ, he learns that" the law of
t he spirit of life in Christ Jesus," makes him free from
the law of sin and death. He is now in spirit clear
of the sphere of death, and in the sphere of life is free
to be to another, and to bring forth fruit to God.

Consequently, that wonderful note of thanksgiving
bursts from his relieved conscience and heart, "I
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord!" Now
he is a delivered man! Now he is in Christ! Now
he can declare his pedigree! God has wrought in
infinite love and power, and sending His own Son, in
the likeness of sinful flesh, and by a sacrifice for sin,
has accomplished what the law could never accom
plish. The Spirit of God now takes up his abode in
him, and bears witness with his own spirit, that he is
by grace a child of God. He is now prepared to go
forth to military .service. This deliverance was
evidently typically involved in the Red Sea for us,
and if the people had gone up into the land from
Kadesh-barnea, they would not have had to learn it
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again in the brazen Serpent and in Jordan. But it
must be gone through experimentally.

There is also another character of experience which
is really conflict, and which is typified by

AMALEK.

Jehovah had nourished and satisfied them with food
and drink in the wilderness, then came Amalek and
fought with them. Now Amalek sets forth the devil
acting on the flesh. ".Because the hand of Amalek is
against the throne of the Lord, therefore the Lord will
have war with Amalek from generation to generation.".
This, in a sense, never ceases, that is, the flesh never
gives in, and never manifests itself but in sin, though
one may keep it in the place of death, and so always.
have the upper hand of it. It comes in here in the·
early part of the wilderness journey, and may again be
represented in Midian at the close of the journey.

Amalek then would seem to be the true charac··
teristic enemy of the wilderness in its rariv aspect,
but they overcame him without arms. Joshua, who
sets forth Christ in the power of the Spirit, goes out
against Amelek. Moses stands on the top of the hill
with the rod of God in his hand. The victory
depended on the uplifted hands of Moses, and his.
hands were held up by Aaron (enlightened) and Hur
(purity) on either side. Here Moses figures the
priest (Aaron not having yet been appointed), his
hands upheld by light and purity, but with the rod of'
government in them-a double figure. Intercession is
the characteristic feature of this figure, though corn
bined with others. Joshua, the one who leads them
into the land, comes thus early into the experience..
With him as leader, having been 'strengthened and.
refreshed with food and water, and under the banner,
" J ehovah-Nissi," they go forth. The rod of the'
government of God is uplifted, and in the maintenance
of holiness and dependent upon the priesthood, they'
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fight and overcome Amalek, Not, alas! that this was
.always the case, for when intercession ceased or
'waned, Amalek prevailed.

To this answers

GALATIANS V., 17.

"For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh, and these are contrary, the
one to the other, so that ye might not do the things
that ye would." Here there is power", the power of
the spirit under Christ. Then, yielding to the desires
of the Spirit in dependence and prayer, and sustained
by light and purity, there is victory, always remem
bering that He lives for us, in whose 'hand the rod of
.government is uplifted. There is no need to yield to
the flesh as these Galatians were doing, if held in
.death we are daily overcomers, and free to defend the
Sanctuary. 'This is contingent upon our walking in
the Spirit, and so it is written, "If we live in the
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit," then the upper
hand is obtained in the conflict, for "They that are
Christ's have crucified the flesh, with its affections and
lusts," and the fruit of the Spirit is produced. If there
is 11at victory here, the true conflict for the House
-of God and His truth cannot really be engaged in.

The above is again distinct from, though necessary to;

THE CONFLICT IN ~THE I.lAND,

which is set forth in Eph. vi., and it is evidently .in
view of this that the warriors are here num bered.
" If ye go to war in your land against the enemy that
oppresses you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the
trumpets," ch. x., 9. There is no provision in that
chapter for going to war in the wilderness. Warfare
in the land then is that for which they are armed, to
plant that which God had given them to maintain
there, and this Eph. vi. answers to. The devil seeks
to dispossess us of our right, and we fight him in' the
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power and panoply of the Lord. All the truth about
the relationships, and the heavenly character of the
Assembly, as well as the Assembly as the habitation
ofGod through the Spirit, upon earth, as set forth in
this epistle-the last linking itself with the wilderness
side of the truth,-is that for which we contend, so
that we have ever need to bear the armour and to be
ready for the fight. Both these characters of conflict
are ours here. Truth, heavenly truth, is at stake, but
the very truth for which we fight becomes, in practice,
the armour in which alone we can successfully contend
with our enemies. It is not therefore mere acquisition
of knowledge, which only puffs up, but the sober,
serious apprehension of that for which God has
apprehended us, that it may form and fashion us as
we walk, as those who are delivered from the world,
and are in possession already of that place into which
Christ has entered for us, in whom we are also seated
there. .

ENEMIES IN THE VVILDERNESS.

But the people did not enter into the land, and are
condemned to a long wilderness journey, which sets
forth for us a necessary wilderness experience. They
must also fight in the wilderness, and the enemy
comes over Jordan to engage them. The Assembly,
·as the House of God upon earth, is that which is
disputed here. Apart from Amalek and Midian, the
only other enemies they had to contend with in the
wilderness are Arad, the Canaanite, and Og and Sihon,
the Amorites. If the people will not go over Jordan
to fight with the Amorites in the land, the Amorites
will come over Jordan to contend with them in the
wilderness. Their arms must be turned against them
there. Fight them they must, though the very victory
in the wilderness becomes a snare to them. Truth,
even for the wilderness, will be attacked, and not a
vestige of it left if the enemy is not overcome. Alas.!
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that the House of God on earth is so little known
to-day, although there is so much talk about it.

The panoply of God becomes variously suited to
the scene around us. It is called "the armour of
light," amid the darkness of man's day, in Rom. xiii.,
12, and I Thess. v., 5-8. "The armour of righteous
ness," amid the unrighteousness of the Corinthians..
Again, "The weapons of our warfare are not carnal,
but mighty through God to the pulling down of
strongholds, casting down imaginations, and every
high thought that exalteth itself against the knowledge
of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to
the obedience of Christ," 2 Cor. vi., 7, and x., 3-6.

Our warfare, then, is not only against spiritual
wickedness in high places, that is, Satan, who aims at
the worship- of our hearts, but it is also against that
same foe, as the ruler of the darkness of this world,
who seeks to .throw the veil of his darkness over the
bright light of Christianity, that heavenly thing upon
earth. It is not against flesh and blood we fight, but
against far worse foes. If we are not alive to this as,
well as to the flesh in us, all true service will be
marred, and all truth given up.

Those who are true to the Lord, like Caleb and
Joshua,-though they passed through a wilderness
experience, wholly because of the unbelief of others,
are seeking to maintain that which is of God in
the scene. Wilderness warfare is for the main
tenance of all that is set up of God upon earth,
though it be here for a time only. The House
where God dwells, the order He has established, the
truth of which it is the pillar and base. It goes on to
heaven, and cannot be maintained without the recog
nition of this, but God holds His own in this world.
Christ is here in His people, and the Holy Spirit
abides and is with, and in them, so that man cannot
have it all his own way.

Paul was a warrior in the epistles, set for the defence
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and confirmation of the Gospel, the Philippians always
helping with' him, for the very foundations were at
b take, as. in Galatia. He was a warrior for the truth of
the House of God on earth, as in the epistles of
Corinthians, Hebrews, and Timothy. He would have
the Lordship of Christ recognized in the House, the
discipline of the Son acknowledged there, and the
proper conduct manifested there. He was in conflict
in Colossians lest the devil should mar the genius of
Christianity by the introduction of ritualism and ration
alism, so giving the first man a place.

Within this military circle is another, different in
character, but presenting just as much activity. The
tribe of Levi is withdrawn from the common census
and devoted to the service of the Tabernacle, and all
that belongs to it and to the congregation, a wide
range of service. Within this again, the priests draw
near, in holy, elevated calm, to worship Tehovah. All
three of these functions are ours, and to go on con
currently, though one ·or other may more characterize
us at different stages of our history. .

If the warriors performed their duties faithfully; the
Levites' service was undisturbed, and the priests were
free' for worship and to get direction by Urim, which
was communicated back to the Levites and warriors;
but the last two are more present in this portion of the
hook; they were pitched around the Tabernacle to
defend and serve it. There was no thought of mis
sionary service here, although this has a very important
place in Christianity.

The world must be repudiated and the flesh held in
death, or else Satan, acting upon us by these, will
bring trouble into the Assembly. We may bring the
foe in, instead of keeping him out, and once in, we
cannot put him out. The Tabernacle is the object of
all-the House of God upon earth. If we have not
that which is of paramount interest to Christ as our
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object, we are easily drawn off into some by-path.
Christ is in glory now, but He has that which is of
interest to Him on earth; if a saint does not know
this, or ignores it, he can neither defend nor serve it.
The Tabernacle was the throne of the Lord, the place
of worship in the wilderness, and Satan's object is to
stop this, and to obtain the worship himself. He can,
and does, use the world and the flesh to accomplish
his object. He must be resisted. Christ met him
finally in the wilderness, when his object was made
plain, with resistance, "Get thee hence, Satan.. "

May the Lord help His people to understand the
importance of the fact that there is a House of God on
earth to-day, as really as when the material Tabernacle
was in the wilderness, and of the joy and privilege
of being allowed to serve it. It is a spiritual House,
indeed, in which a holy priesthood offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

There is, besides this, the charge of the Tabernacle
and its service, as well as the bearing of it, and all
enshrined in it in figure, which is for us, Christ in this
world. With the object that these two things may be
uninterruptedly carried on, the host is set about the
Tabernacle to protect it.

Only God's Levites could carry the holy things on
pain of death. Only God's priests could enter into· the
sanctuary and touch them to cover them, and that
only as appointed, on pain of death. May we, as
warriors, see to it, in the vigilance and energy supplied
by the Holy Spirit, that nothing contrary to Him
break through to that sacred trust, which is placed in
the centre of God's host as the glory and object of that
host.



LECTURE Ill.

CHAPTERS Ill. AND VIII.

W E are introduced to the numbering of the
Levites in ch. iii., and to the cleansing them

for their service in ch. viii. A very important part of
their work in the wilderness is given in ch. iv., which
we hope to look at another time. They really form
the subject of this book, which is the Levites' guide
hook. Leviticus is the priests' guide book. There the
priests are consecrated that -they may approach to
God and worship Him" in the sanctuary. Here the
Levites are appointed for

h SERVICE IN THE WILDERNESS."

A fresh series of instructions begins v. 5, under
the formula, five times repeated in this chapter,
4' And Jehovah spake unto Moses." This has special
'reference to the Levites. The tribe of Levi is brought
near and given to Aaron the priest, v. 5. They
belong wholly to Jehovah in the place of the first..
born, v. 11. They are numbered apart, from a month
old and upwards, under the headship of the three
sons of Levi-s-Gershon, Kohath, and Merari, v. 14.
Then the first-born males are numbered from a month
old and upward, v. 40; and the Levites are taken in
the place of the first-born, who are Jehovah's by
redemption already; and v. 44, the excess of the
first-born over the Levites is to be redeemed. They
number in all 22,000.

Of these the Kohathites are the chief of the
Levites, and are under the hand of Eleazar the priest,
they are specially numbered from among the .sons of
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Levi to most holy work. The work of each family is
also given in this portion. with some most precious
details in the next chapter. .

Here we see how thoroughly the Levites belong to
Jehovah, and are appointed by Him to their work,
which here branches' out into two kinds of service.
They keep the charge of the priest and' of the whole
congregation, to do the service of the Tabernacle,
And they keep all the utensils of the Tabernacle and
the charge of the children of Israel, to do the service
of the Tabernacle.' The last clause is common to
both, and shews that the main object of their service
is the Tabernacle, that is for us, the House of God
upon earth. But if, as Levites, they are not num
bered with the warriors, equally are they not, as such,
to do the work of priests, v. 10. They are a figure of
Christians in their service, as the priests are of the
same people drawing near to the throne of God.

God's sovereignty comes out here in two ways.
First,

.LEVJ IS SOVEREIGNLY CHOSEN

to come near to Him. The fierce and cruel Levi r
With Simeon, their swords had been instruments of
violence naturally, but they had been turned into
instruments of holy zeal for Himself. When the
people had broken the law and made the golden calf,
and Moses called upon all who were on the Lord's
side to come to him without the camp, then 'all the
sons of Levi gathered to him. When he said, "Thus
saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, put every man his
sword upon his hip, and slay every man his brother,
and every man his companion, and every man his
neighbour" (Ex. xxxii., 27), then the sons of Levi did
so. And Levi "Said un to his father and to his
mother, I have not seen him, neither did he ack
nowledge his brethren, nor know his own children,"
Deut. xxxiii., 9. Therefore, God's covenant was with
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him, and he turned many away from iniquity (see
Mal, ii., 4-6). God thus in sovereignty brings him
near and accepts him.

But He as sovereignly appoints him his service,
each family and member his own special work, and in
both He is seen as Lord. He calls, and He gives
gifts, and the gifts and calling of God are without
repentance. To-day also,

CHRIST'S CHOICE AND GIFTS

are seen, in those whom He has, In infinite mercy,
brought nigh to serve Him. He has taken them out
equally from their natural surroundings, and brought.
them nigh to Himself to do the work that is to be
done in connection with His House upon earth, an
honour which is far beyond that which was put upon
the Levites. Being thus chosen and brought nigh
they are given unto Christ as Priest, to minister to
Him, They too, have to keep his charge, to care for
His interests in the House, and to do the service of
the House, to care for the congregation as a whole,
and for each individual member of it. All the
utensils for the service of the vessels, which set forth
the way God displays Himself in His approach to
man ; as also those which set forth man's approach to
God, are in the hands of the servants, who minister
to the saints what God is in Christ towards them,
under Him who is the minister of the sanctuary and
of the true Tabernacle, which the Lord pitched and
not man.

This is shewn in Eph. iv., 8-13; where the gifts
from the ascended Christ are said to be, "For the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ." To this end
they serve, for the building up of the whole company,
and for the perfecting of the saints individually, that
they may "present every man perfect in Christ
Jesus."
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Then also, the Levites' work ·is appointed byAaron,
and to each his separate work, for which they are
made suitable. So Christ, having led captivity
captive, has gone up on high, and received gifts as a
Man and given them to men. These are set in the
Assembly, to be exercised for the good of it. Here
sovereignty again appears, in that the gifts are from
an ascended Christ, given to whom He will. They
are not natural gifts, .but spiritual. No man has such
a gift before he is converted, though he may have
natural ability, which must be recognised as of God.
The gifts also are given according to natural ability,
though they differ as He chooses, and He makes no
mistakes. Then diligence on the part of the servant
increases the gift, as we are exhorted to covet earnestly
the best gifts. But all have something with which
they may serve the Lord in His House, for "To
everyone of us is given grace according to the
measure of the gift of Christ," Eph. iv., 7. /

There are certainly greater and lesser gifts, as there
were differences in the service of the Levites. The
Kohathites are called the chief of the Levites, and
they had to do with the vessels that more distinctly
set forth the display of God, in Christ to man, and
what Christ is to God, moreover they bare these
vessels upon their shoulders. Then there is for us,
increase of gift, and a passing up by diligence from
gift to gift, so we are told to covet earnestly the best
gifts, chiefly those which build up the company. But,

THE EVANGELIST

is not in the type, as ]udaism knew no going out to
others, and all the work of the Levites was towards
the Tabernacle. So when what concerned the
Assembly of God inside, is in view, the evangelist is
not mentioned, as in I Cor. xii. When, however, the
gifts which continue to the end are spoken of, the
evangelists are a separate class. as in the ways of God
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there would be no Assembly, if there were no
evangelists (Eph. iv.) This gift then is a very
necessary one in Christianity, "and rightly exercised,
is also, towards the House of God, that which
contains all that is of interest to God upon earth.
Paul therefore says of himself, that he was "Separated
unto the Gospel of God," Rom. i., I. The evangelist
goes forth from the House and works towards the
House; such a thought as exercising the gift of an
evangelist apart from Christ's interests, has been the
work of the selfish human heart acted upon by Satan,
who delights to destroy all that is of God upon earth.
That gift of any kind should draw around itself as a
centre, . IS an outcome from this same source. It
early appeared in the Church, "I an] of Paul!" It
was as early condemned, " Are ye not carnal and walk
as men!" Paul knew nothing himself but to spend
and be spent for the saints, who composed the
Assembly, as those in whom were vested the interests
of Him who gave Himself for him.

The gospel and the Assembly are inseparable in
scripture. The mystery of the gospel is the Assem bly ;
and to preach the gospel successfully, is to plant the
Assembly. It is a masterpiece of Satan to separate
these two blessed ministries either one way or the
other. Alas! that any of God's beloved servants
should .have fallen into this snare of the enemy. May
the Lord keep all who value the inheritance He has
given' us in His word, from this snare to-day. Beside
this,-

THE LEVITES ARE SUBORDINATE TO THE:PRIESTS.

They are wholly given to, and get their instruction
from the priest, to whom also they. minister. The
services act and react upon each other, and you
'cannot get the Levite properly at work until you have
the priest, and so the priest is consecrated first in
Leviticus, before the Levite is sanctified in N urnbers.
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In this way we get our individual acts of service from
Christ, our Priest, who is Lord of the individual.
Again, all true IeviticaI service ministers to the priest
hood, that is, the man who ministers Christ to fhe
saints, produces in them priestly action in the
Assembly, or worship.

We are both priests and Levites, and it is according
as we get our instructions.in priestly communion,
that we are able to carry out our levitical service with
grace and power, and thus by this service to appeal to
all that is priestly in our fellows, producing in thern
thanksgiving and praise to God. As priests we have
to do with our Great Priest-Christ, the Son of God,
and all instructions coming from Him, returns in
warlike or levitical and priestly service, back to God.
U Of Him and through Him and to Him, are all
things, to whom be glory for ever." He is the source
of all, we get directions from Him, the power for the
performance of all comes from Him, it is through
Him; while He Himself is the Object. Nothing
lower will do.

While the Tabernacle was standing they ministered
to it, "to the priests and to the whole congregation,
they also had the charge of all the utensils of the
Tabernacle, to do the service of the Tablenacle.
Everything is in view of the Tabernacle, each has his
work in connection with it, and nothing that affects
us here, but should be taken up in view of that most
wonderful thing on earth to-day, the Assembly, by
the administration of which the principalities and
powers in the heavenlies, are now learning the
manifold wisdom of God.

Again the Levites belong wholly to God.

" MINE SHALL THEY BE."

They stand before God in the place of all the
first born, who were already redeemed by the blood of
the lamb as they came ~ut of Egypt. The Assembly
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of first-born ones whose names are registered in
heaven, refers back to this, only here they are
registered for service on earth. Their service, then, is
the service of the first-born ones upon earth.

As thus accepted in the place of the first-born they
belong emphatically to Jehovah, who says, " The
Levites shall be Mine, because all the first-born are
Mine." And again, "Mine shall they be," VV. 11-13.

How blessedly this short section puts the claims of
Jehovah . upon the- servants, all the privileges of
belonging to Him in .an especial manner, as well as
the responsibilities of serving Him according to His
will and dictation, are here represented. To-day,
" Ye are bought \vitha price, be not ye the servants
of men," may ring in the ears of every true servant;
while, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" is the
attitude of his soul. Here, the sovereignty of God
must be recognized. In the next section (vv. 14-39),
the Levites are registered on earth. They are

Cl NUMBERED BY THEIR NAMES,"

after their families; their position in the encampment
.and their respective duties are assigned them. So
God gives to every man his work to-day upon earth,
of which He has a record also. Each man's work
differs from the rest, and it is well for us to learn to
look every man upon the qualities of others, and to
value them more highly than our own. And while
coveting earnestly the best gifts, to be jealous of none.
A gift well used will increase.

The Levites have committed to them the whole of
the Tabernacle with its vessels, pins, and cords, but
the Kohathites have a special place among- them, as
the chief of them. Eleazar the priest, is the chief of
the chief of the Levites, and has the oversight of them
that keep. the charge of the" sanctuary. The golden
and brazen vessels, which set forth Christ, as suiting
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God and man, are their charge. Happy the servants
who receive from the Lord to-day such a charge.

That which goes on in Assembly proper is all
priestly, service there, when the Tabernacle is
standing, is the service of the priests. But at other
times, service is levitical though with a view to the
Assembly, and this must have its bearing upon every
thing I touch as a Levite. If in the every-day things
of life, one forgets he is a servant of the House of
God upon earth, then the distinction is at once made
between secular and religious. " Secular" means,
"belonging to an age," but we are redeemed out of
this present evil age, and are brought into connection
with eternity. We are entitled in business to serve
the Lord, and if 'we do not rise to that, though we
may have a great deal to do there, we are just on the
same level as a man "of the world. A Christian must
perform' his occupation in view of the" Assembly of
God. In Eph. iv.. and v, we get the authority of the
Lord brought into social and other relationships: we
have the same power and need it, to fulfil all these
relationships as to serve in the Assembly, and they
all bear upon one another. It raises the character of
the Christian's life down here, if he can enter upon all
relationships as a servant of the Lord, recognizing
that all is to be under His guidance, and to be all
carried out in a way suited to one who is both
se.rvant and priest.

A low tone of levitical service, argues a low tone of
priestly worship, as it reacts also, harmfully upon that
worship. If we begin the week right in the Assembly,
we go through aright; and if we go through the week
aright, we begin again in the Assembly in a brighter
better· tone, we are prepared to hring the heavenly
light into all things,

" And heavenly light makes all things bright."
In ch. viii. "ye get the cleansing of the Levites and

their preparation for service, but
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THE VOICE AND THE LIGHT,

come in first. It is cleansing at the commandment of
God, and in the light of the sanctuary for separation
to service.

It is exceedingly interesting to see the connection
of the Voice and the Candlestick with this service.
Moses had gone into the Tabernacle to speak with
Jehovah, and heard "The Voice·" speaking to him
from off the Mercy-seat, He had heard that Voice
before, and now he spake with Him again, and
received instructions as to Aaron's lighting the lamps.
It is the only time the Candlestick is brought in, in
this book, save ·as borne upon the shoulders of the
Kohathites. The seven lamps of -the golden Candle
stick are supplied with oil by priestly hands, and here'
it throws its beams back upon the liberality of the
princes, who devote their substance to the service of
the Tabernacle, thus providing the Levites with the
necessary vehicles for service, and for the dedication
of the Altar, and forward on the sanctification of the
Levites, who devote their persons to the same service.
The light of the sanctuary shines upon both alike,
and shews the source and spring of all true service of
whatever kind. On the other hand, "The seven
lamps shall give light over against the Candlestick."
So all true. light throws its beams upon the beauty of
the light holder, which is Christ, it does not draw
attention to itself, whether to its liberality or its
sanctification, but throws its beams upon its source
and brings out the beauty of Christ. Paul brings out
the same truth when he says, "God hath
shined into our hearts for the outshining of the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God. in the face of
Jesus Christ." It is all divine, as the. Candlestick was
all of. gold. One of two vessels all of gold,' the other
being the Mercy-seat. There are two things. to be
noticed in,
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''fHE CLEANSING OF THE LEVITES.

First the ceremonies for the cleansing; and next,
the sacrifices offered on the occasion, that is the
special application of the work of redemption.

For the cleansing there are three things set forth in
u. 7, viz.: I. Sprinkle 'water of purifying upon them.
2. Let them shave all their flesh. 3. Let them
wash their clothes, and so make themselves clean.
The water of purifying was to be sprinkled upon
them, it was to be done for them. It was .

THE WATER OF DEATH.

Water is that which comes from the side of a dead
Christ, and is the application of death to all that is
not of God in the servant. God's workers are thus to
hold themselves dead, in the power of a new life, or
they cannot be good and effective servants. There
are three cleansings in the Old Testament, those of
the leper, the Levite, and the priest, and redemption is
connected with each, being the basis of everything.
So we are cleansed as sinners, servants, and priests.
There is a difference in the character of the cleansing
of the three, and also a difference in the offerings.

In the, case of the leper and the priest, they were
bathed, but the servant was sprinkled, all are separated
by death from that in them which is contrary to God.
Here, the servants are sanctified by death to their
service. To be a vessel for the Lord's use, one must
be will-less. The Lord prepares, and knows, and uses
the vessel, but the vessel must not seek to help, in
this by any supposed fitness in itself. Thus Paul
thought he was the very man for the Jews, but the
Lord sends him far off to the Gentiles. It is not with
the Levite, a case of being delivered from judgment
and brought to Godas a saved sinner, but being thus
nigh, he is separated as a servant to God. In the
other cases the bathing is more complete, but we have
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in our service to remember that we are dead, and to
keep ourselves in the place of death. Next comes

THE RAZOR.

Let them shave all their flesh. This they must do
themselves, as indicative that they must allow nothing
that is the outcome of what is merely natural in the
service of God. Nature can no more be a contributor
to God's service, than the devil can be allowed to give
testimony, or human names to get the praise. People
say, we must be natural; the scripture indicates that
you must not be natural iri the things of God. There
is a good deal too much of what is natural among us,
we should be better servants if there was not so much
of it.
, On the other hand, we must not be artificial, but

spiritual. Neither leaven nor honey was allowed in
the sacrifices. I t may be asked, do not we find that
which was natural in Jobn, Peter, and James? Does
it not come out in their ministry ? Now an ordinary
natural manner is good, and affectation to be de
precated, and there was in the apostles, that which
was peculiar to the vessel, for God gives according to
ability, but that is not allowing nature to work in
service. Human energy ought not to characterize a
servant of God. but spiritual energy; neither human
impulse nor reserve is the Lord's leading, nor the
Spirit's power.

"I keep under my body and bring it into subjec
tion," is the expression of a servant, who wished to
use his body as a vessel for the Lord's service. As
though he" would say, I feed the lion, that I may use
him to serve the Lord, I do not pamper him lest he
turn and rend me. The body is the Lord's, and it is
right to take care of it for Him, it is also the ternple
of the Holy Spirit, whose power enables us to keep it
under, or its natural tendencies would soon destroy
all service or even manifestation of life.
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There is such a thing as natural ability, and when
Paul speaks of being separated, even from his
mother's wornb, it .implies that God was then fitting
and furnishing the vessel with "natural ability, for the
service He had for him, as the Levite was numbered
from a month old. No doubt Paul's course was
ordered by God for a special purpose, and he had a
·special training and all this of God. Then when His
time came to call him by grace and to put a gift from
Christ into the vessel, all that natural ability could be
turned into account by the Lord for spiritual service.
This is .surely of Hirnself, but is a different thing from
my bringing any natural ability I may think I have,
and intruding it into His service.

The razor was to be used in connection with the
Levite's service, and it means that nothing of nature's
growth is to be allowed in the. servant, he must apply
God's judgment to all that is of nature, if he wants to
serve the Lord happily. "Bearing about in the body
the dying of Jesus," may illustrate it. The Lord
Jesus never allowed anything to intrude into His
service, "Woman, what have I to do with thee," He
said even to His mother. No one had deeper natural
affection than He, but He did not allow it to intrude
into His service. So all that which is natural to us
must be kept under the operation of the sharp razor,
even that which in itself is right, and a sin to be
without, as natural affection.

Relationships are of God, and while He is no
respecter of persons, He is a respecter of relationships.
.A bad temper and absence of grace is not of God, we
have no excuse if we plead we are naturally bad
tempered. We have to act in faith in everything, and
'if not we are on the level of the world around us.

There may be that which God can recognise, such
"as amiability: Christ loved the young man that came
to Him; he was amiable and lovable, but it would
not do for service. Amiability may mar service as-
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much as the want of it, for it is only natural, though
there it shines. The honey of the flesh is in this
respect no better than the leaven of the flesh; both
were prohibited from being burnt with the offerings.

Now the Levites were an offering. They are
presented before the Lord, as a wave offering from
the children of Israel, and they were accepted. In
the same way we have, "That the offering up of the
Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the
Holy Spirit," Rom. xv., 16. Paul was carrying on the
preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles as a sacrificial
service, being an officially employed administrator of
the Gospel, and their coming into service here is
acceptable to-day, as the Levites of old. Sanctifica
tion by the Spirit being in contrast to, while it
includes all that was typically set forth by the
ceremonies connected with them.

"The church of the first-born ones," Heb. xii., 23,
is also a reference to the Levites, and is interesting in
connection with that in Romans. There can only be
first-born ones on the ground of redemption. Christ
stood alone before this, God's "Only begotten."
This shews the fact that their names are written in
heaven, while the other, that "'they are accepted
servants on earth. Then,

THEY SHALL WASH THEIR GARMENTS.

In this is set forth that, all the circumstances of the
Lord's servants must be cleansed, and he himself
washes his clothes. He must not only be clean
personally, bearing about in the body the dying of
Jesus, but he must be clean relatively, that is, in the
circumstances and relationships of life. All his habits
and all his surroundings must bear the stamp that
marks them off as of the Lord. A man engaged in a
business which would not bear the light of God,
cannot serve; defiled circumstances hinder a man
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from exercising levitical service. We have to do the
last two things ourselves, the shaving the flesh and
the washing the clothes, were the Levites own acts,
the sprinkling was not, the priest sprinkled him, thus
setting him apart. We need all three before we begin
our service.

If a man cannot abide in the circumstances in
which he is called with God, he must come out of
them. If his house is not in order, he must wash his
clothes, that is, put itin order. That is not the same
as feet "washing, which is personal, and the act of
another, it is cleansing our circumstances, which we
must do ourselves. Some think they must go on in
defiled circumstances, until God takes them out, but
washing your clothes is your own act. A man must
give up, even his bread and butter, if in defiled
circumstances and he wants to serve the Lord; we
are responsible to God to get our circumstances right.
God will not interfere in a miraculous way to take us
out, nor should we be guided by circumstances. "Be
not as the horse or the mule which have no under
standing." It is true that God does sometimes,
guide us in grace, by circumstances, or we should not
he guided at all. Service in the Assembly is
dependent "upon subjection to the Lord in circum
stances, as well as the personal character. The
question of recreation tells immensely here, and is
connected in the most distinct way with washing the
clothes. Reading that which will not feed our souls,
brings leanness and unpreparedness-c-unfitness for
levitical service, which we should esteem a higher
privilege than anything" else, and be ready to give up
everything else for it; no human dignity is so high.
It is infinitely higher than the service of an angel, to
be able to serve the Assem bly of the Lord, in our
little measure down here. .

When the Levites had cleansed themselves thus,
they come in before Aaron with their sacrifices. So
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we come before Christ. But before looking at this,
let us note that there are

TH'REE DISTINCT ApPLICATIONS OF REDEMPTION.

I. To the whole redeemed company, as in the
blood on the lintel and doorposts in Egypt. 2. To
the cleansing of the Levites for service. 3. To the
cleansing of the priests. It shews redemption's work
apprehended in three distinct ways, though, of course,
accomplished in the one sacrifice of Christ. In the
first, it is relief from the fear of judgment: a man
comes into the sense of forgiveness and' cleansing
from his sins. In the second, it is the apprehension
of the death of Christ, as binding the soul in devoted
service to Him all its days. In this aspect of it,
faith's judgment is thus recorded, "We thus judge,
that if one died for all, then were all dead, and that He
died' for all, that they which live should not henceforth
live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them
and rose again," 2 Cor. xiv., 14-15. Connected with
this is the purification from all that which, being the
outcome of nature, cannot be brought into' the service
of God. In the third, it fills the hands of the priests
with acceptable offerings to God, being the fruits of
accomplished redemption; and this is consecration.

It does not appear that the word consecration,
which means literally" to have one's hands filled," is
used in connection with the service of the .Levites, still
less with the cleansing of a sinner. Cleansing "from"
is connected with the sinner, and cleansing in order to
"sanctification to,"with service j while "consecration"
is the filling of the hands of the priests. The hand
thus becomes the symbol of consecration. The hand
filled with that which God can accept, being the fruit
of Christ's accomplished work, which, while the sense
of it is fresh, binds the soul, and keeps it steady amid
all difficulties.

It was this that held Paul, both as a servant and as
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a priest, and kept him from deflecting in any wise from
the true path of rectitude. " The life which I now live
in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave Himself for me." Here "the
sense of his own personal indebtedness to that Son of
God made him go steadily on, when even Peter and
Barnabas were turning aside. Redemption's work was
more than relief to him. We turn to it now as set
forth in connection with the Levites' service. They
are:--

REDEEMED FOR SERVICE.

The burnt and sin offerings being those which are
presented with them. They already belong to a
redeemed people, and are taken in the place of the
first-born which belong to God, but the sacrifices
which set forth the efficacy of the atonement, and that
devotedness to death, for God, which was found in
Christ, are offered in connection with their own
sanctification to service. Here it must be noted that
the bullock for the burnt offering, with its oblation of
fine flour and oil, is mentioned first, as the Levites are
presented to God to follow in their measure in the
same footsteps; "To present their bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, an intelligent
service," Rom. xii., I. After this comes the bullock
for the sin offering, though when offered the sin
offering comes first.

The .children of Israel then lay their hands on the
Levites, and Aaron offers them as a wave offering from
the children of Israel before Jehovah, that they may
execute the service of Jehovah. Here is seen the
identification of the whole congregation with the
Levites in their service. But also the Levites are
identified with the sacrifices. All must be in the
savour and efficacy of that one blessed .sacrifice
without which nothing could be accepted. Only a
full measure can be accepted, and that is not the
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measure of my attainment, but Himself. "He that
doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He is
righteous," I John iii., 7.

The next thing is that the bullocks are offered,
"The one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt
offering before the Lord, to make an atonement for
the Levites." The imposition of hands here shews
identity in a double way; in the sin. offering, the
offering suffers for the offerer; in the burnt offering,
the offerer is accepted in the offering. " Atonement "
is the grand common word of both. But the word
U Forgiveness" is characteristic of the sin offering, and
" Acceptance" of. the burnt offering, so that we have
atonement and forgiveness in the sin offering, and
atonement and acceptance in the burnt offering. The
fact also is here set forth, that the first man has for
ever gone in judgment from before God, so that the
body of sin is destroyed for faith: and that the second
Man alone is acceptable to Him. He is the measure
of our acceptance, we being "Accepted in the
beloved." With the burnt offering is its accompanying
meat offering, it is the perfect life of the blessed Lord
in the power of the Holy Spirit, so necessary to His
death of obedience, set forth by the burnt offering,
and which indicates that the Levite is to be faithful
"Unto death.

But there are two offerings which are omitted here:
there is no trespass offering, and no peace offering.
This indicates that there is no trespass to account
for, as in the case of the leper, and no communion, as
in the priesthood. Communion, that is to say,
belongs to priesthood, not to service. The servant
does not know his master's mind, he only does as he
is told. So the Lord Jesus in Mark, where He is
seen as the Servant, could say He did not know the
day nor the hour. He had taken the place of
obedience in love to the Father, and. delighted to do
His will. We get instruction as to what we are to do
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in communion as 'priests, and we carry out that
instruction as servants. Obedience is the principle
for a servant, strict, rigid. self-sacrificing obedience, as
the burnt offering set forth Christ's death in obedience,
and the meat offering, His obedience unto death. A
servant must do as he is told, and no one can tell
him what to do but Christ, the Lord, so that service
is always individual,. and there is no communion
necessarily between the servant and the master, the
relationship being of such a character that communion
is excluded. We must keep the two positions
separate, and remem ber that it is

ONE PERSON IN Two OFFICES.

He is both a priest and a servant, and service is the
outcome of priestly communion in that person. This
is shewn in the Levite having to do what the priest
told him to do, but we do not get communion in any
of the types connected with the Levites. When we
speak of communion it is as priests before God, or as
the children of the Father, for you must be a son to
be a priest; when of service, it is as under the hands
of the I..ord, as Master. It is perhaps a little difficult
to apprehend that there is no communion as a servant,
hut it should be evident that communion and worship
are the functions of a priest, and this is set forth by
the fact that the ran) of consecration partakes of the
character of a peace offering, so that as a priest one
enjoys communion. But in the separation of the
J.evite for service, there is, as has been said. no peace
offering which indicates that, as a servant, it is not a
question of communion, but of obedience, as in the
burnt offering. The same person fills both offices,
and may be in the enjoyment of communion in his
service, but communion is as a priest, while as a
servant he but obeys. In all this ceremony we see
what God demands of His servants to-day,

THAT THERE BE NO PLAGUE,
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a very solemn consideration. They mustbe cleansed
from sin, and nature .disallowed in them in its will and
products. Redeemed to God in the savour of the
sin and burnt offerings, they are wholly God's. His
claims are upon them and they are given to Christ,
the Priest, from whom, in priestly communion, they
get direction by the Voice, and in the Light as to what
they are to do, and when and how they are to do it.
Unless this service goes on regularly and orderly,
there may come a plague upon the people.

So to-day, if the servants are not doing their work
properly, there may come a spiritual plague; but if; on
the other hand, they do their spiritual work rightly
and according to direction, they answer to God for
the whole congregation, and the plague does not
break in upon them, and in this sense atonement 'is
made for them. Alas! that there are a great many
plague-stricken assemblies. Would that the servants
to-day knew better what their work was, and more
diligently fulfilled it. How nlany an assem bly might
in this case he saved•

.A Levite knew the character of his work, for the
priest told him, and he did' not do it to gain the
approval of the congregation. So to-day, what is
done must be done to the Lord, though whatever is
rightly done will meet the approval of the assembly,
and whatever is not rightly done will not meet with
that approval, always supposing the assembly is in a
right state. It is good to take the place of Mary, to
get to the feet of the Lord and learn there. The
Levites' service is most extensive, there is no such
thing as an exclusive ministry in the Assembly of God.

FIVE YEARS' ApPRENTICESHIP.

We get a new communication concerning the
service of the Levites, under the usual formula, "And
the Lord spake unto Moses," in vv. 23-26. Here the
Lord has taken the trouble to give another word
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about the service of the Levites, as to when they shall
begin and when they shall cease, and what they are to
do after the burden of the work is lifted from them.
Here they are allowed to go in to wait upon the
service of the Tabernacle from twenty-five years old,
This forms a kind of preliminary service, an appren
ticeship, or college education, to learn God's ways,
that when they come to the age of full service, which
is thirty, they may not be strange to it. This is an
important lesson for us. If we have to, do with God's
House, we ought to know His ,vays that we may not
intrude ourselves. '~Keep thy foot when thou goest
into the House of God, and be more ready to hear
than to give the sacrifice of fools." There is such a
thing as learning God's ways before we act for Him j

it is not with us a question of five years literally, but
of spiritual intelligence; but whether five years, or
five days, we. must learn His ways to be able to serve
Him aright.

But further, from the age of fifty they shall retire
from the labour of the service, but shall minister with
their brethren in the tent of meeting, and shall keep
the charge, but shall do no service. Here it would
seem that, the actual hard work, perhaps that of
taking down and setting up the Tabernacle, was
remitted, yet all that the service of the sanctuary
called for when it was set up, they were still privileged
to perform. There is no actual retirement, or setting
aside on God's part, as who that loves His service
would desire. Our retirement is to be with Himself
for ever! -But there rnay be a relief from the heavy
work which the enfeebled body may need, and
Jehovah's service must be done well. Still there is
always that which older ones may do better than
others, in keeping the charge of the saints, of the
whole congregation, and of the House of God, so that
.priestly worship may not fail, and so it was ordered by
Him. who cares for His servants as well as His service.



LECTURE IV.

CHAPTER IV.rrHERE are two sides to the Levites' servrce : one
when the Tabernacle is standing, and the other

when it is taken down. This chapter gives the second
of these, viz.,

THE SERVICE OF THE LEVITES WHEN THE

TABERNACLE IS DOWN.

This was to carry it through the wilderness from
stage to stage. This is their work generally, but it is
divided amongst the three families-Gershon, Kohath,
and Merari, and, further, to every man his work, as it
says in v. 19, "Aaron and his sons shall go in and
appoint them everyone to his service and to his
burden." Thus minutely is everything under the
direction of the priest. Gershon is the oldest, but
the Kohathites had the most honourable work, they
bear the holy vessels of the sanctuary upon their
shoulders, there were five vessels borne thus by them.

The chapter comprises three sections, two under
the heading, "And the Lord spake unto Moses and
unto Aaron," which apply to the Kohathites; and a
third (v. 2 r), "And the Lord spake unto Moses,"
applying to the Gershonites and Merarites together,
This shews that the Kohathites' work comes nearer to
the priests than the others, indeed they form the link
between the priests and the Levites, and in Joshua iii., 3,
they are called, "The priests the Levites," while after
wards, in that chapter and the next, they are called the
"prz"ests." I t is their service thus in connection with
the Ark, that carries the people over into the land.
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THE ACTUAL AGE OF EXERCISING THE SPECIAL

SERVICE

of this chapter is limited from thirty to fifty years,
while in chapter viii. a preliminary five years is
allowed, when they may "go in to wait upon the
service of the Tabernacle of the congregation." The
numbers of the three families who enter at thirty years
into full active service are given at the end of the
chapter. They are as follows, viz., Kohath, 2,750;
Gershon, 2,630; Merari; 3,200. Giving a total of
8,580. Kohath means a congregation. Gershon-a
stranger. Merari-sorrowful.

The Gershonites carried all the coverings, save the
Vail, and they had two wagons and four oxen given" to
them of the liberality of the princes. Merari carried
all the heavy portion, .the sockets, boards, bars,
pillars, and they had four wagons an d eight oxen.
The twelve princes gave each an 9X and half a wagon,
beside what they gave for the dedication of the Altar.

But the Kohathites bear upon the shoulders, no ox
or wagon for then). Thus all the Tabernacle when
taken down was borne through the wilderness by the
Levites. Now the Tabernacle typified Christ, and it
was .the place where God dwelt, and all the details of
the Tabernacle typified Christ in some one or other
of the details of His infinite perfection before God, so
that they bore the testimony of Christ on their way
through this world. They are thus a figure of God's
Assembly on the earth to-day, in their two great
services toward the Tabernacle, the House where God
dwells. I. When the Tabernacle is set up, and
they set it up, they serve it and the priests and the
congregation. 2. When it is taken down, and they
take it down, they carry it through the world.

This brings out that

THE ASSEMBLY OF GOD IS THE VESSEL FOR THE

MANIFESTATION OF CHRIST
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in this world where He is rejected. They minister
Christ as in Assembly, and they exhibit Him while o~

the march. In a sense, Christ has been taken down
here, that is Personally. He was crucified and cast
out; but God has raised up a people who shall still
manifest Him here in the scene of His rejection, and
bear Him before the eyes of the world that still
rejects Him; each one some little piece or trait of
Christ, and it takes the whole company to manifest
Him fully. This, even if all were alive to it and
fulfilling their functions fully here. Alas! how little
anyone of us does this!

The apostle says to the Corinthians; "Ye are the
epistle of Christ." That is they were here to set
forth Christ, and were known and read of all men.
The epistle may be torn now and but a few letters
left together, but' this is our common shame, and
calls for increased reality in those who are in the
secret of it. In Colossians also he speaks Of God
making known, "What is the riches of the glory
of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory." The Assembly is there
looked at as that which in the power of His life sets
Him forth in this world, He as Head administering to
them all that into which He has gone for them, and so
fortifying them against the attractions of the world
through ':Vhich they pass. The details of the work of

THE KOHATHITES

occupy the main portion of this chapter, as being
more important than other work, and so it is written,
"Cut ye not off the tri be of the families of the
Kohathites from among the Levites." God will not
dispense with His Kohathites. "Now Korah was a
Kohathite, and was involved with Dathan and Abiram
in rebellion; these rebelled against the kingship of
"Moses) and he against the priesthood of Aaron, and
the children .of Dathan und Abiram were cut off but
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those of Korah were spared. There are some series
of Psalms for the sons of Korah which have a peculiar
sweetness, and are most interesting, .as coming in
afterwards for the spared descendants of an ungodly
rebel. These psalms suit us very well. Let us see to
it that the Kohathites are not cut off. God will have
in this world those who are able to minister, and to
bear Christ in the way He displays, and is suited to,
God, and as the One by whom man may approach to
Him.

This appointment to service of the sons of Kohath
in the Tabernacle of the congregation is said to be

MOST HOLY WORK

(v. 4). It gives the relationship of the Christian to
Christ in those holy vessels in whieh are set forth the
manifestations of God in Christ, and so the laver
which is for the purification of man is not found here.

"These things are to be seen in their measure in the
Christian as part of God's Assembly while passing
through this world. All that is here set forth was seen
in its perfection only in Christ, but we have each in
our measure to shew forth the graces of Christ as given
in these vessels, though in every case the representation
is a very feeble one. But first before the Tabernacle
is taken down, Aaron and his sons go in and cover up
all these vessels, and afterwards the sons of Kohath
shall come to carry them, when the camp' setteth
forward.

Let us now attempt to discover what the burden of
God's Kohathites in this world is, when the Tabernacle
is down, that is, when not in assembly.

I. The first vessel is. the. Ark of the testimony. It
is

CHRIST AS SUITING GOD.

Aaron and his sons shall take down the Vail of
separation, and shall cover the ark with it. Then they
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shall put a covering of badgers' skins over it, and a
cloth wholly of blue outside, and shall put to the
staves of it. Now it is ready to be borne by the
Kohathites. ''the Ark and the Mercy Seat are here
seen together, and in the bearing of this vessel is set
forth the highest privilege of the Kohathite. The Ark
symbolises Christ, human and divine, in His suitability
to God in the holiest of all, in heaven. The right
eousness, majesty, and holiness of God is set forth in
the Ark, while love flows over the Mercy Seat, which
is all of pure gold, that is, it is all divine. The wood
covered with gold is the humanity and divinity of
Christ, but the golden vessels are entirely divine. The
Mercy Seat and the Candlestick are all of gold

The Ark is covered with the Vail, that is His flesh
(Heb, x., 20). Thus vailed, Christ brought down into
this world, though unknown, all that holiness and
righteousness which was suited to God in heaven, It
was manifested in the divine- Man as He walked
among men down here. The Vail is the only curtain
the Gershonite did not carry, it covered the Ark.

Over the Vail was placed the covering of badgers'
skins, that holy watchfulness and vigilance which in
Christ kept Him from all evil as He passed through a
defiled and defiling world which lieth in the wicked
one. "He keepeth himself, and. that wicked one
toucheth him not." This is a characteristic of Him
that is begotten of God also, but it is deeper down in
Christ than it could be in us, and He could wear the
heavenly colour over it.·

Hence it is said, "Thou shalt· spread over it a
covering wholly. of blue." In the other vessels the
blue comes first, and then the badgers' skins. In
Christ the blue was external, the heavenly man was
prominent, and if evil attacked Him in any form, it
would he found that the badger's skin was benea the
Inother cases the badger's skin is on the surface, and
in ourselves it is more necessary that this should be so
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for the maintenance of a practical holiness, without
which nothing heavenly can he manifested, though
even this lnay be the exterior in those sufficiently near
Him to bear this vessel.

Then the staves are to be put. to, and the Kohathites
come to bear the burden. This gives our relationship
as servants in this wilderness world with the heavenly
things of the sanctuary. We are responsible to bear
before the world the graces of Christ, as set forth in
the vessels of the sanctuary, and if Kohathites of the
highest order, the Ark thus covered. May our hearts
enter into and desire this more fully, for although
Christ Himself in His walk in this world is shadowed
forth by the Ark, yet the standard of the walk of the
believer is also in it, "He that saith he abideth in
Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He
walked."

Now consider for·a moment all that that cloth
wholly of blue covered.

A FULL CHRIST IS THERE J

Beneath that beautiful heavenly character there was
the most stringent separation from all evil, although as
a Servant here, He bore the marks .of heavenly and
earthly royalty and dignity; beneath, again, was the
blood upon the Mercy-Seat, love flowing over atone
ment to those in need, and again beneath that a
blessed divine Person, the Person of the Son, though
the only true Man that ever trod this scene, in whose
heart God's law was hidden, set forth by the tables
of the Covenant; and in whom was the power of
resurrection in Aaron's rod that budded; who supplied
the true food for man shewn in the golden pot that had
manna, an eternal memento before God of that divine
Vessel who alone presented a perfect, humbled, human
life on earth. These things supply motives for the
renewed man to walk as He walked here in this
world.
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Everyone that looked upon Christ would recog
nize that He was a Man of an entirely different
order to the men among whom He walked, and "as is
the heavenly such are they also who are heavenly."
Already the heavenly character is given to the men
who are of that order in resurrection, but if we are not
watchful and vigilant against evil and let it in, it
destroys the heavenly colour. We must be Kohathites
to carry this vessel, and that of the highest order, they
come nearest to the priest. While all Kohathites are
Levites, yet all Levites are not Kohathites, and all
Kohathites might not perhaps carry the Ark; each
man took up his burden at the dictation of the priest,
and this implies sovereignty; yet also the diligent
fulfilment of duties, and the maintenance of priestly
communion, enlarges the capacity for this work.

The position of the Ark was within the Vail, and
sets forth more what Christ was to God, and it is this
we have to follow here, to walk as heavenly men in
His sight, with, not the law but, Christ written in the
heart in Spiritual characters. No motive contrary to
Him, or to His glory actuating us. It is the Godward
side of that life which was always "with the Father."
For us a life hidden with Christ in God, whose hidden
springs and motives are away beyond the ken of
human eyes, but all open and manifest to the eyes
of Him with whom we have to do. " The spiritual
man discerneth all things, yet he himself is discerned
of no man."

11. The next vessel is without the Vail as to position,
and has a bearing manward, that is in administration.
It is

THE TABLE OF SHEWBREAD,

and is thus prepared by the priests, The Table is
made of wood and gold, and upon that which was
purely divine, the gold, is spread that which is
heavenly, the blue. Upon this is put all that
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belonged to the Table, the dishes, the cups and
. the bowls, the goblets of the drink offering, and the
continual bread. Over this is thrown a cloth of scarlet,
and over all a covering of badger's skin. Then the
staves are put to, and it is ready' for the favoured
Kohathite. Who is ready to bear it?

Primarily it is Christ still, the righteousness and
holiness of heaven, but in connection with the ad
ministration of divine things to man outside the Vail,
The twelve loaves of bread set forth the perfection
of administration, twelve being the administrative
number, and this was carried out partially in the
twelve tribes, who are here also seen figuratively
upheld in unity before God by Christ in resurrection.
This administration is afterwards seen temporarily in
the twelve apostles, and will be fully carried out in the
Assembly in the millennial display of the administrative
heavenly city (Rev. xxi.). But the divine and heavenly
character (the blue) in Christ upbears all, and from
this basis, in resurrection, is administered the food and
joy of comrnumon with. God about the sacrifice of
Christ. This is seen in the bread and the goblets for
the drink offering.

Over the blue and all the vessels came the scarlet,
this is human glory and especially Jewish glory, albeit
all is of God. This was all Christ's, and will be seen
in the glory of the millennium, but while here it was
covered by the badger's skin, although it was His and
of God. All is guarded by watchful repulsion of all
that contaminates here. Babylon clothed with scarlet
is the assumption by the harlot church of Christ's
human glory, but at the wrong time, and saturated
with evil, the true church will share His glory in due
course, in divine purity.

Very blessedly does this set forth the kingdom as
administered by the Christ in the coming day. There
is in Him the divine characteristics of His own blessed
Person, and these are here deep down and the basis
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of all the rest, then the symbols of the perfection of
human administrative government covered with human
glory, and all is guarded by a power which repels all
evil, and this in the kingdom is judicial power. " I
will early destroy all the wicked of the land, that I
may .cut off all wicked doers from ~he city of the
Lord," Ps. ci., 8. In Christ Personally as He walked
through the world, and where all this was hidden, the
power that repelled evil was of a moral and spiritual
character, and was absolute in Him. This is what we
need also, that we in our measure may in like manner
be kept frorn the wicked one.

For us, to-day all this is in

THE LORD'S TABLE,

where we too are upheld before God in unity in Christ
in resurrection, the symbol of it, One loaf. Here our
hearts are filled with the sense of the blessedness of
association with Him in all the results of His work.
Administration there is for us also, primarily of the
food and joy of it all, in the bread and the wine j but
if the heavenly righteous character of that which
upholds us before God be traversed by us, this must
assert itself in the administration of discipline. " For
this cause many are weak and sickly among you and
many sleep."

Beside this also to-day, government of another sort
issues from the Lord's table .j. if we want a thing put
right we should go to the Assembly; there is no
other source of authority for the saints but the
Assembly, and to faith this is true even in the two or
three gathered to His Name, in spite of the confusion
around. The table is the great centre of adminis
tration. God certainly overrules in government
throughout the whole world, but for the saint to go to
law before the world, is not recognising the Lord's
administration in the Assembly.

As the Ark, so this vessel must be borne through
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the wilderness on the shoulders of the Lord's
Kohathites, as set forth by the staves; but it must be
covered by the badgers' skins. As priests we know
all about the mysteries, that are covered by that rough
exterior, which as servants is all we present as we pass
through the world.

So all the principles of the Table must be upheld by
the servant, the Kohathite, in all his walk and ways,
down here to-day, and it must be protected from all
evil. All associations that militate against the Lord
ship of Christ must be fled from practically, as they
are morally inconsistent and impossible to hold,
together with the fellowship of Christ's death. This
is a service unknown and unrecognised by the world,
in its hidden springs, though they may approve of the
righteousness as practically ·carried out at times, but
they do not understand the badgers' skins, the only
thing they see.

Ill. Over against the Table in its position in the
s~nctuary was

THE GOLDEN <:ANDLESTICK.

This was to be covered together with all its utensils,
within a covering of blue, and over it a covering of
badgers' skins, and put upon a pole ready for transport.
This vessel was all of gold.

Here Christ in all His beauty and perfection, as the
light of the Sanctuary, and of the world while in it,
in the power" of the Holy Spirit, is presented in the
Candlestick, its seven lamps setting forth mystical and
spiritual perfection of light bearing. It was composed
of four lines of seven times the triple figure, "cups
shaped like almonds, with a knop and flower," that is,
bud, flower, and fruit.* Its seven lamps shed their
beams at once upon the Table which stood over

"* The shaft formed one line, and the three branches on each side formed
three others; in each line was seven times repeated the triple figure above
referred to; bud, flower, and fruit.



PROVISION FOR THK WILDERNESS. 7 I

against it, upon the golden Altar at the time of the
offering of incense, and upon its own beautiful work
manship. It was simply divine, being all of gold j

from its base to its lamps it was all of beaten gold, as
were also its utensils, snuffers, snuff-trays, and oil
vessels. The blessed beams of a heavenly light, for
no earthly light was admitted, were thrown upon all
the service of the sanctuary. This takes upon it the
heavenly colour, and protected by badgers' skins, is
borne through the wilderness upon the shoulders of
the Kohathites.

While walking through the wilderness, the principles
connected with this vessel must be maintained. We
carry it covered up, the heavenly character upon the
divine, and then watchful protection over all j and it
may and must be with us as with' Christ,

THE LIGHT SHINETH IN THE DARKNESS,

and the darkness comprehendeth it not. A worldly
man may say, you call that light, I call it foolishness.
At the time of the burning of incense, priestly. hands
supplied fresh oil for the lamps, which shed their light
upon all the service of the sanctuary; whether the
incense ascended, it was "caused to ascend" with it;
or food and joy were administered, it was in the
brightness of that light j and above all, the beauty of
the light holder Himself is brought -out by it. He is
still the "glorious light of courts above," who once
was the light of the world, and He still holds in His
hands the seven stars for light in the Assembly oh
earth, and maintains a light in this scene also in His
people.

The word used for lighting the lamps, "When thou
lightest the lamps," is the word habitually used for the
" offering up " of the burnt offerings. All ascends to
God shewing again that God is the Object of all. So
now with all true ministry, it goes back to God in
incense, in food and joy, and in the glories of Christ,
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the true golden Light holder. True ministry never
draws attention to the human instrument, but brings
out that

THE LIGHT SHINES FROM THE FACE OF JESU~

CHRIST.

Pure olive oil feeds the flame, the direct power of the
Holy Spirit; but bring in the human element, and
you have in us the wick, through Which, as it were,
the oil is burnt here on earth-and it needs the opera
tion of the golden snuffers to keep the light ascending.
Primarily Christ uses these for us as the great
Priest, but He commits their use also to those who
are spiritual, that is, to priests. The proper use of the
snuffers is to make the light burn brighter, and they
are of gold, that is, righteousness as suiting God, and
must be used in no other way, nor may other kinds
of snuffers be used. They must be used in priestly
grace, in communion, and to restore communion and
make the light burn brighter. " If any man see his
brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask,
and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto
death," I John v., 16

But this vessel has to be carried about covered up.
We are, as Kohathites, in direct connection with it in
this world, notwithstanding the fact that people may
not understand 'it. We as priests understand all
about the mysteries which are covered by the rough
exterior, though this exterior is the only thing that
others can see, save that they may see also that we as
servants are devoted to it.

IV. Next, the last mentioned vessel of the sanc
tuary,

THE GOLDEN ALTAR,

is presented, with its dress for the wilderness journey.
Upon it a cloth of blue was to be spread, covered with
a covering of badgers' skins, and the staves put to.
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This too, sets forth Christ, but as the producer and
upholder of incense before God. The ever living
intercession of Christ in all its divine and holy charac
teristics and objects, is represented here. His own.
blessed Name being ever as incense to God, and
'producing in us the presentation of some little bit of
worship and holy adoration, which rises to Jehovah
alone. It is compounded after the art of the apothe
cary, with its four fragrant spices (the graces of Christ,
brought out by. the action of fire), the like unto
which, if any man made, to smell thereto, he should
even be cut off from his people. This vessel comes
in order here, but in Ex. xxv., it is omitted, and not
brought in until eh. xxx., i.e., until the priesthood has
been established, shewing that it is distinctly a priestly
·vessel. This is true also of the Laver, but in. the
Altar there is a manifestation of God in Christ, which
is to be reproduced' in the Christian-the blessed
worship. and intercession in which He delights.

God cannot do without his praise, and so all
through the night between the two evenings, when the
light is "caused to ascend,"

INTERCESSION, PRAISE, AND PRAYER,

set forth by the incense upon the golden Altar, ascends
also. Christ is ever this to God and for us. How
could we be maintained in the power of it but by
Him? Strengthening us as Priest, and cleansing us
as Advocate, He encourages us to come at all times
into that place which is ever open to us, the Holiest,
to present to Him whom He has made known as God
and Father, the worship that He seeks, and seeks
from us. But from this place all that ascends goes up
with incense, and even the prayers of the saints are
mingled with the much incense of His Own precious
Name. So prayer and intercession are mingled with
thanksgiving, and all our requests are to be presented
thus. Prayers even for our enemies come in here,
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rernem bering what we were ourselves, and filled with
praise that we are such no longer. Meanwhile we
may not be able to present to them anything but the
badgers' skins, and they think us a strange people,
speaking evil of us. I f, however, we are able to speak
well of them in return, that is the' blue, but they
never see the gold; that is under all, and must be
kept sacred, and not cast as pearls before swine.

Our intercession for them is as priests, and our
conduct toward them is in the light of that, but as
servants here in this world in the power of it all.
What a wonderful position! A 'yearning after the
persons, but a complete separation from all the evil
in which they are involved, lest we mar the beauty
of that which we bear and of which they know nothing.
Who of us has been faithful in this service? Alas',
none but that "Faithful and true Witness,' that
blessed One, for whose perfect life, even in this scene
of sin, we can at least be thankful to God r Lord,
make Thy people more faithful in their measure while
Thou leavest us here!

The smaller and unnamed vessels of the sanctuary
are all alike covered with the blue and the badgers'
skins, and put upon a pole for bearing through the
wilderness on the shoulders .of the Kohathites. All
are to be borne as all are to be kept by these favoured
servants of God. We can -well understand, "Cut ye
not off the Kohathites." \

V. Outside the sanctuary, in the court, we have
only

"1"'HE BRAZEN ALTAR,"

given in its travelling dress, as being the only one
there. which gives a manifestation of God to be
reproduced in the believer's walk down here. The
brazen vessels set forth God's righteousness as suiting
man, and this brazen Altar is Christ, a Man, though
in Person God, able to exhaust the wrath of God on



PROVISION FOR THE WILDERNESS. 75

man's behalf. It is Christ the Suffering One, enduring
and exhausting the wrath of God. Over this is spread
a purple cloth, unlike any other, it is the symbol of
universal empire, and is an answer to the sufferings,
"Ought not Christ to have suffered these .things, and
to enter into His glory?" Just as Ps. xxi. is an answer
to Ps, xx, And Ps. xxiv. is' an answer to Ps. xxii.
The robe that our Lord was clothed with is, in Matt.
xxvii., 28~ said to be "scarlet" j in Mark xv., 17,
"purple"; and in Luke xxiii., I I, "a gorgeous robe."
Probably it was a mixed 'one, and set forth that all
empire was His-Jewish and Gentile. It is the
Altar itself which is covered by the purple, i.e., Christ
Himself. He alone is the perfect One, who offered
Himself in the power of the Eternal Spirit without
spot to God. The empire is His in answer to this.

Upan this purple cloth are put all the utensils of
the Altar, the fire-pans, forks, shovels, and bowls. It
is the suffering and reigning One that bears them
all up, and then there was the covering of badgers'
skins, but no blue. The badger's skin is indispens
able in the things of God here, that moral and
spiritual vigilance which guards from all evil while
passing through the world where it so abounds.

The staves then bring in the servants to bear in
their. walk and service here the characteristics of the
suffering and reigning One.

IF ·WE SUFFER WE SHALL ALSO REIGN

with Him. In a sense we may say with Peter, "We
are eye-witnesses of His sufferings, but shall be par
takers of the glory." Or again, " It is given to ·us on
behalf of Christ, not only to believe on His Name, but
also to suffer for His sake." We are joint-heirs with
Christ, if so be that we suffer with Him that we may
be also glorified together. But the sufferings are not
worthy to be compared with the glory, "For our light
affliction which is but for a moment worketh for us. a
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far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." Now
is our time of suffering,. but we testify to His coming
glory, when all the glory of man shall fade into its own
insignificance. And thus God leaves a testimony to
what is coming, that man may not have it all his own
way here.

All these vessels are covered by the" priests, and as
Levites we bear them covered with the badgers' skins
before others, and if they will further enquire they find
that the blue is underneath.

The Laver is not here mentioned, as forming no
part of the manifestation of God in Christ which is
reproduced in the Christian's life here. It is simply
for cleansing for man down here, and thus a means of
approach to God.

All that sets forth the

LIGHT. AND FRAGRAN<;:E, LIFE AND POWER

of Christ as by the energy of the Holy Spirit He
offered Himself without spot to God, is also under the
hand of Eleazar the priest (v. 16), the chief of the
chief of the Levites, as well as the oversight of the
whole Tabernacle, and all that is therein, the sanctuary
and its furniture, a blessed charge. The meaning of
His Name is, "Whom God aids."

Only present, subjective intercession can enable us
to bear before the world here the blessed acceptable
characteristics of. that Christ that so fills God's heart.
Eleazar, whose name indicates the Holy Spirit, being
nearly identical with that of Abraham's servant in
Gen. xxiv., the son of Aaron, "Enlightened," the
priest, has charge of all these things, indicating that
it must be in the. character of priest, that is, our own
priestly character. enlightened by, and in the power of,
the Holy Spirit, that we get instruction and strength as
Kohathites, thus to bear Christ here, or, in other
words, to manifest "Him. That which is presented
here as necessary to our priestly character is light; in
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the. pure power of the Holy Spirit; the fragrance of
the incense, composed of its four spices, setting forth
Christ's fragrance brought out by the action of fire ~

the continual oblation, which is Christ's life and the
food of God and the priests; and the anointing oil,
with its four spices, the graces of Christ as brought out
by the action of the Holy Spirit. These are the inner
things, which. being under our hands as priests, enable
us to bear Christ before the world as Levites.

It presents more the intercession of the Spirit within
us than Christ's intercession for us, and is thus sub
jective. " He maketh intercession for us with groan
ings that cannot be uttered. And He who searcheth
the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit,
because He maketh intercession for the saints ac
cording to God." Thus may our hearts ~e sustained
in the present power of the Spirit, subject to the Lord,
and in the current of His thoughts for the wilderness.
The rest of the chapter gives the work of Gershon and
Merari, which is more external and connected with
the building itself.

THE GERSHONITES AND MERARITES.

The appointment of the Gershonites and Merarites,
each by name to their service and their burdens, opens
out further the varied character of Levitical work.
These two families were under the hand of Ithamar,
the priest·; and their work was more external. The
instruction, too, is to Moses, not to Moses and Aaron,
as the two previous sections were. So that in this we
have more to do with Christ as Apostle than as Priest.

The Gershorntes carried all the curtains, save the
Vail; and the Merarites all the sockets, boards, pillars,
and all the heavy portion of the material. Moreover,
there is no priestly intervention between them and
their burden; they handle the things themselves as
well as carry them on their wagons.

Now, while the Tabernacle primarily sets forth
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Christ Himself as the dwelling-place of God, so that
He could say, " Destroy this temple, and in three days
I will build it again " ; yet it also sets forth

BELIEVERS BUILDED TOGETHER,

as forming the House of 'God upon earth to-day;
through the Spirit.

And this service, though having to do with Christ,
yet is it more in His people and not in those personal
aspects and relationships to God, which is set forth by
the vessels the Kohathites carried upon their shoulders.
They could have to do with them therefore, more
directly, as servants. Their burdens, too, were to be
borne upon bullock drays, and not on their shoulders.

But it is blessed work to have to do, in any way,
with what is of God upon earth, and in connection
with His House. No privilege is so great. All the
occupation of the Gershonites and the Merarites Was
was about the Tabernacle. They drove their bullock
drays through the wilderness, but if you had asked
them what their business was, they would have
answered, the Tabernacle. This was the object
of their lives and of their service, they were wholly
occupied with the things of God in connection with
His House. So should it be with His servants to-day.

Now the things that these Levites carried, would
seem to set forth for' us, more what Christ is to man,
as

REDEMPTION AND RI'GHTEOUSNESS,

fitting him thus for God. In the silver sockets we
have the price at which he has been redeemed from
the scene around him, the basis upon which his feet
stand, as suited to be part of God's Habitation on
earth; that which sets forth redemption's blessed
work, not silver and gold, but the precious blood of
Christ.

In the gold, with which the boards are covered, we
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have the righteousness in which the believer stands
before God, divine righteousness as suiting God. In
the rings and' bars, adaptability for being builded
together for God's Habitation; this is found in every
believer to-day. In the brazen pillars of the court,
the divine power, based upon righteousness as suiting
man, with which he is invested to stand before the
world. Thus far Merari, and the Christian is well
established by his work.

But he needs more, and Gershon comes and invests
him with all the varied glories of Christ, as' I

CONSECRATION AND SANCTIFICATION

set forth in the hangings. The Tabernacle, with its
.blue and purple, and scarlet and cherubim, is thrown
over the boards, shewing that all Christ's glories and
excellencies are to be shared with Him, by believers
thus builded together. The tent of goat skins over
this, setting forth separation to all those glories. The
rams' skins dyed red-consecration even to death.
The badgers' skins, implying vigilance in holiness.

In addition, the fine linen, upborne by the pillars
of the court, sets forth. the practical righteousness of
the saints, to be maintained before the world. Ger
shon's work thus leaves them well furnished.

So to-day the servants of God, in this character, are
to see that the saints of God are

WELL INSTRUCTED AND WELL CONDUCTED

in connection with their position as the House of
God on earth, whether in its aspect towards God, or
towards the world. To this end they minister Christ,
as thus suited to them; and as this ministry is carried
home in the power of the Spirit, so the saints are
built up in the unity of the faith and of the know
ledge of the Son of God, until each one comes to the
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ.
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Infinitely varied is this service, no exclusi;ve
ministry can exist where this is seen. Everything sets
forth Christ in some one or other of the glories of His
person or work, either as suiting man, or above all as
suiting God. This latter is the highest, and is the
favoured Kohathite's work. May the Lord produce
in us as His people all that is necessary, in. order that
the Kohathites may not be cut off.



LECTURE V.

'"fHE NAZARITE.

CHAPTER VI.

H AVING seen the warriors put into position and
the Levites at their double service, we enter

in the next two chapters upon a section which
supposes that all this will end in leprosy and defile
ment; in discord and, alas! unfaithfulness to Jehovah.
Also, that now Jehovah's blessing would depend upon
a Nazarite. And that though others might take up
such a vow, and even renew it after failure, only One
true Nazarite should carry the vow right through.
Jehovah is determined to bless, and anticipates a
righteous means of doing so, spite of the failure of the
creature.

A glance at eh. v. shews that there are three things
necessary to secure the presence of Jehovah. I. The
camp must be kept clean. 2. All trespass must be
rightly settled. 3. The affections must be centred
on Jehovah, who will brook no suspicion of unfaith
fulness.

Every leper, and everyone that hath an issue, and
whosoever is defiled by a dead person, shall be

PUT OUTSIDE THE CAMP.

"That they defile not their camps in the midst of
which I dwell," saith Jehovah.

This for us sets forth what is moral,-the first two
points are of a personal character, while the other is
relative. A leper is one who spreads defilement by
contact. This finds its answer in one who now by
bad .doctrine or otherwise, spreads moral defilement
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amongst the Lord's people. Next,' one who has an
issue, or who has no power over his life to control it.
These two are personal, and they are themselves
causes of defilement. to others; but the third is
relative, one who has become defiled by contact with
death, or who has let that in from his surroundings
which shuts out the sense of the presence of Him who
is life. All such must be excluded from the camp, or
Jehovah's presence, so necessary to the people for
guidance and security, could. not be assured to them.

TRESPASS AGAINST ]EHOVAH,

by trespass against a brother in causing him to
sin, or otherwise injuring him, must be rightly settled,
but this is within the Assem bly. There are three
steps to this. The first is confession. There can be no
administrative forgiveness apart from confession,
whether to God or to man. It is an eternal principle
with God in His dealings with man, "If we confess
our sins He is faithful and just to forgive." God will
have the thing out; He goes to the root of things and
probes the sore to its depth, like a skilful physician,
that the evil matter may come out. A wrong done
to another is never really got rid of until it is confessed
honestly, but then this is not all. Recompense must
be made to him .against whom the trespass was, in
the principal and one-fifth part added thereto. The
recompense is looked at as made to Jehovah as the
trespass was against Him, though one's fellow was the
victim of it, and if the man offended cannot be found or
his kinsman, then the recompense goes to the priest
on Jehovah's behalf.

Then the ram of Atonement, by which Jehovah's
claims are met, may be brought', but this is the last
thing, and is not acceptable unless the other two
things have been performed. No one can say that'
he has the forgiveness of God, if he has not sought
the forgiveness of his injured brother. We may not
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gloss a thing. If you want the past buried, you must
bury it yourself. The dead past will not bury its.
dead. In order that the camp should be kept. clean
it is absolutely necessary that no two brothers should
be at variance, nor two sisters indeed (see Phil. iv.,.
'2). The refusal of this may land a person outside,
but there is ample provision for settling it within, and
grace in God if it is sought at His hand.

'fHE 1"'RIAL OF JEALOUSY

is then at once instituted. Israel and, alas! the
Church soon turns aside, and God cannot endure the
very suspicion of' unfaithfulness. Indeed. guilt would
attach to the husband, Jehovah-Messiah-which is, of
course, impossible-if allwere not immediately tested.
and brought to light. But the test, whether for Israel
or the Church, only shews that the suspicion is too
well founded. Unfaithfulness marks them both! It
must be exposed, if the' One against whom they have
sinned bear Himself, in grace, the punishment.
thereof.

Turning now to eh. vi., we come to the fact that

ONLY A N AZARITE CAN SECURE POSITIVE BLESSING.

J ehovah's presence, that which lifts above every
thing else and fills the soul with joy, can only be had
through "1"'he Nazarite." This vow is a vow of
separation; the word rendered " Nazarite" being
otherwise rendered "separate," in the passage "him
that was separate from his brethren;" and "un
dressed" in "Thy vine undressed." The Greek
equivalent is a word that means "to pray, or offer
vows," and in the Septuagint we have "the votary,"
and" him that vowed," instead of Nazarite, .

" Nazarene " is another word altogether, it means "a.
citizen of Nazareth," and comes from a word signi
fying probably" a branch."

This vow is entirely a voluntarily one, it is in no
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sense obligatory until it is entered upon. But the
soul that knows what the blessing of Jehovah is, and
values it, will certainly seek grace to enter upon and
fulfil this vow.

This chapter is thus divided, viz. :-(i.) f The things
that are required of and which constitute the Nazarite.
(ii.) Provision for failure and the renewal of the vow.
(iii.) The ceremonies at the completion of the vow.
(iv.) The blessing on the people consequent upon the
completion of the vow. The only true Nazarite who
completed His vow absolutely, and who brings in
absolute blessing, is, without doubt, God's blessed
Christ. But before considering the application of the
chapter in this direction, let us look at some others
who are evidently in view in the chapter, if they be
but failures, for the part that speaks of failure cannot
certainly contemplate Christ. The first that comes
into view is

ISRAEL, AS A NAZARITE!

She started as such, but failed at once. But when
the people were under the result of their failure as a
people, God raised up from time to time men who, as
Nazarites, should secure a measure of blessing for His
people. Samson was such a man, although he failed
and renewed his vow, and thus is an example of the
provision of this chapter for such. But the Church
was a Nazarite also, and, alas! also failed, though God
may" raise up, as He has done from time to time, such
as shall bring in blessing for those who acknowledge
their failure. But let it be noticed that the blessing
is poured out upon His people upon earth, though it
is not necessarily of an earthly character, and it is
obtained by abstinence from "that which may be
regarded as earthly blessing, marred and stained as it
all is by sin.

The nation of Israel failed in its devotedness to
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Jehovah, and the remnant renewed, as it were, the
vow, and becomes the nucleus of

'fHE CHURCH AS GOD'S NAZARITE

upon earth, beginning again through the efficacy of
Christ's death as set forth in the sin, burnt, and
trespass offerings. But the Church has also failed as
a Nazarite, and has sunk into the circumstances which
surrounded her, as Peter, who is a figure of this. She
has eaten of the vine of the earth,' eaten and drunk
with the drunken; she has also betrayed her Lord's
secret as to the glory of the Head, and given up
obedience to Him, becoming like the Nazarites in
Lamentations, blacker' than a coal. The Church
having failed will never again be set up here on earth,
never renew its vow. Never on earth again will that
be seen which was seen at Pentecost. "Thou hast
left thy first love." And it has been a downward
course with her from that to the end. Intervals of
renewal there may be for individuals and for corn
panies, as with Asa, Hezekiah, and Josiah in Israel's
days of failure, and a true Nazarite always secures
blessing for the people of God. We are very like
sheep who follow one another, though more readily
for evil than for good. Israel in the remnant will get
yet another opportunity, and in the value of Christ's
death, who bears the penalty for her, and in the power
of the Spirit of God, will renew and complete its vow;
while throughout the Millennium they will enjoy the
fruits of Christ's completion of His vow, and His
bearing the penalty of their unfaithfulness.

How blessed a thing the Assembly would have
been if it had maintained its position and answered
to its privileges. Then had it been true of her, that-

" Her spirit through the lonely night,
From earthly joy apart,
Hath sighed for Him that's far away,
The Bridegroom of her heart. "
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But though this has heen abandoned by the Church
as such, yet has it doubtless been the attitude of many
a true heart throughout, who have thus each in the
measure given to them of God been instruments under
1-1 is hand to secure blessing to His people in a greater
or less degree. But it needs a perfect fulfilment of
the 'Nazarite-vo\v to bring forth the full blessing of
God upon the people, and it is evident that none but
the perfect One could win this for us. Christ our
Lord was the only. perfect One, and in tracing this
chapter as applicable to Him alone in its fulness, may
it be applied to the hearts of all who desire thus to
walk, for there is nothing obligatory here, albeit the
true path for the saint of God to-day is marked out
by it.

CHRIST IS THE ONLY TRUE NAZARITE,

and the period of His vow may be viewed variously.
In its largest aspect, as on earth, it is from His birth to
the completion of that which He undertook when He
said above, "La, I come to do Thy \viII, 0 God." But
the time of His public service 'here, from His baptism
on, may be taken as another period of His vow, and is
that which is probably more in view in this chapter.
Then again, when at His death He left this world, He
gave up absolutely all the joy to be found in the
affections, poor as they were, of His beloved disciples,
in whom as the. remnant, the saints, the excellent of
the earth, He found all His delight; a joy not to be
entered upon again until the Millennium. But His
Spirit was apart from all human joy all the time of
1-1 is service here, as His constant setting aside of
natural claims shewed.
-···1. Three things were required of the Nazarite :-1;,

He shall partake of nothing made of the vine, from the
kernel to the husk. 2. No razor shall come upon
his head. 3. He shall come near no dead body.
,re shall find these three requirements wholly fulfilled
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in Christ, all the period of His vow; for as to their
interpretation, they speak :-1. Of

TOTAL ABSTINENCE FROM EARTHLY JOY!

The vine is the product of earth, and is a symbol of
earthly joy here, it makes glad the heart of man; the
Nazarite is not to touch it. He was to eat nothing
made of the vine, from the kernel to the husks. It is
not that this was-in itself a bad thing, as nothing that
God made is that, but in the fallen state of him for
whom all was made, it ministers to that which leads
from God, and if a man valued intercourse with God,
he would find that all of earth shut that out, and so
the Nazarite must not touch it all the days of his
separation.

Thus it was with the blessed Lord Jesus, who came
entirely apart from all that earth could minister unto
Him in order that He might introduce a purer, because
a heavenly joy. The wine had not yet .been produced
by which the heart of God and man alike could be
made glad, and until that moment when His Nazarite's
vow should be completed this could not be. But
this vow must of necessity be completed when we
consider who it was that said, "1..10, I come to do Thy
will, 0 God;" and that in one continuous, unbroken
line through all that which constituted God's will for
Him, and which ended in death, He being able to say
at the close, " I have finished the work which Thou
gavest me to do." .

Hence we hear early in His blessed life here of His
being in the temple with the doctors, and when
challenged by His earthly parents He answers, "How
is it that ye sought Me? wist ye not that I must be
about My Father's business?" Luke ii., 49. And
again, "Wcman, what have I to do with thee?"
Again, in reply to His disciple's well-meant expostula
tion, "Pity Thyself, Lord, this shall not be unto Thee,"
He replied, "Get thee behind Me, Satan, thou art an
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offence to Me." And although He could say of the
saints, the excellent of the earth, U All My delight is in
them," yet all this shews how entirely the Lord set
aside mere natural affection when it was a question of
the Father's will. His desire over them was of such a
character that He earnestly longed to lead them into
higher and purer joys, even those which He knew and
enjoyed in heaven.

On the other hand, such Scriptures as "I have meat
to eat that ye know not of," and" My meat is to do
the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work,"
and "I must work the works of Him that sent Me
while it is day," shew how entirely devoted He was to
His Nazarite VO\V, contained in the words "La, I
come to do Thy will, 0 God." It was not that there
was not much that was good in nature, and which the
blessed Lord continually approved, but Christ with
His vow upon Him came into the scene to do God's
will, and abstained entirely from all that which, in
others, might intoxicate nature, to devote Himself to
that will. Thus it was true of Him alone j

" Thy path, uncheered by earthly smiles,
Led only to the cross."

At the close of His life here, He enters upon
another stage of this vow,-although in principle not
different from what had always actuated Him,-and
left absolutely all intercourse in a material way with
the disciples whom He loved, and whose friendship He
had in one sense come to secure. Hence He says,
when leaving them, "I say unto you, I will not hence
forth drink of this fruit of the vine, until I drink it
new with you in My Father's kingdom," Matt. xxvi., 29.

This fruit, of the vine was the joy of communion
with His earthly people, though based upon His
sacrifice, and could not again be partaken of with
them, as the Jewish remnant on earth, until the
establishment of the Millennium, when it should be
resumed. He valued their affections, but separated
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Himself from them in an earthly way until then,
.saying to Mary, "Touch Me not, for I am not yet
ascended to My Father." But He enters into this
with us in another and heavenly way now, for it is
evident that in Luke xxii., 17-18, the Paschal cup
refers in a figurative way to what is true now, "I say
unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until
the kingdom of God shall come." Or, as in reference
to the Passover, "until it be fulfilled in the kingdom
of God." .

This is fulfilled now, since Christ, our Passover is
sacrificed for us, therefore let us keep the feast. This is
in accordance with Luke's principle, which is moral and
present, and is in this way fulfilled now in the present
character of the kingdom of God, which is not meat or
drink, but- righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost.

2. " All the days of the vow of his separation there
shall no razor come upon his head j until the days
be fulfilled, in which he separateth himself unto the
Lord, he shall be holy, and shall let the locks of the
bair of his head grow," v. 5. This sets forth a

YIELDING OF ALL NATURAL DIGNITY AND RIGHTS,

with a certain '. negligence of personal appearance, for
"If a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him,"
I Cor. xi., I 4. There are certain honours and dignities
here which are not wrong in themselves, but which
must be yielded if one wants to bring in real help to
others. Dependence and obedience are the glory of
the true man. Independence characterizes the 19th
century man! .

All these. things, right as they were in themselves,
and in the case of· the Lord supremely so, for none had
such rights earthly and natural as He, were yielded by
Him in a way we know very little of. " Being found in
fashion as a man He humbled Himself and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross."
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He was under authority, and thought only of obedi
ence, not of His own rights. Though born a king,
and in conscious regal dignity, yet He did not assert
His rights, but allowed Himself to be deprived of
them, in view of a better, even a heavenly kingdom.

In full view of all that the enemy would do as
depriving Him of His rights, He said, "If My
kingdom were of this world, then would My servants
fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews, but
now is My kingdom not from hence," John xviii., 36.

Messiah He was; but He was lifted up and cast
down! He gave up His own rights in accordance
with the symbol, and subjected Himself to the will of
another-He who alone, of all the Olen that trod the
earth, had a right to a will of His own.

He was a true Man also, and as such had rights,
though He did not claim them, but lived by every word
of God as a dependent Man. Satan made a mistake
here when he said to the Lord, "Command"these stones
that they be made bread. He had not come to co.m
mand, but to obey. He could command and rightly,
but He yielded His rights' and was dependent wholly
upon Him, to whom He had devoted Himself.

So as Son of Man with universal rights, He refused
to receive ought of Satan's hand, or to pay any tribute
to him.

Then He was Son of God also, but as such, here
on earth He vailed His glory, and left everything in
the hands of His Father. But wholly one with Him
here, He did always the things that pleased Him.

Human joys and dignities were Christ's, but He
sacrificed everything to bring in a better thing for us,
and we are now privileged to see that better, that
heavenly thing before us, and to follow in His blessed
footsteps, entering already in the power of the Spirit
into the joy of it all. And this is the true path for the
Church, though she has now, alas, so grievously failed!
Yet it may' be true of individuals, who desire as
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"
Nazarites to walk with Him apart from earthly joy and
dignities, and thus bring in blessing on the people of
God also. But a young man may say, am I not to
aim at the prize of my calling? Well, if you do, you
may miss the prize of your calling above of God in
Christ Jesus, and bring in no blessing.

'3. "He shall come at no dead body. He shall
not make himself unclean for his father or his mother,
for his brother or his sister when they die, for the con
secration of his God is upo,n his head. All the days
of his separation he is holy unto Jehovah," 'lJV. 6-8.

Thus also Christ

KEPT HIMSELF ABSOLUTELY FROM ALL THE DEATH

that surrounded Him. No spot of sin was in Him,
and no yoke of sin ever came upon Him; con
sequently .sin and its results, death, fled before Him,
He could not be defiled. His word brought life
where death was. Young man! Maid! I say unto
thee arise! Lazarus l come forth! All this shewed
His supremacy over death, and the true Nazarite
passed on His way undefiled by all that surrounded
Him. By His side none fell dead. Death never
took Him unawares. "He keepeth Himself and that
wicked one toucheth Him not."

" Death and disease and demon,
All fled before His word,

As darkness the dominion,
Of day's returning fLord."

Then also human grief, a result of death, renders
unclean; it mars die head of his consecration, for
no relative, however near, was the Nazarite to indulge
in this natural sentiment. Earthly joy, earthly
honours, earthly sorrows appeal to us, as everything
here. No one could take this place absolutely but
Christ! Could abstain from it all! Thus we see
Jesus in the hour of His agony, and His mother's
bereavement, commending her to His beloved disciple



92 PROVISION FOR THE WILDERNESS.

in the words "Woman, behold thy Son I" And to
His disciple, ".Behold thy mother 1" Here was no
indulgence in grief which in Aaron's case upon the
death of his two sons, rendered the priests unfit to eat
the sin offering.

All this was impossible in Christ. There was no
spiritual affinity between Him and all that is here
symbolically prohibited. His intrinsic holiness re
pelled all that was contrary to itself, and was never
defiled thereby. He might put Himself into relation
ship with sinners to heal and to bless them; never
with sin. Perfectly vigilant and watchful, the enemy
never did aught but expose himself before Him, and
was dismissed with a "Get thee hence, Satan."

Then the long hair may indicate that the Lord took
the place of Israel, and the Church, to fulfil the- vows
that they had not fulfilled, that is to say,

CHRIST TAKES THE \VOMAN'S PLACE AND PAYS THE

PENALTY

of her broken vows. There is a connection here
between this eh, and eh. xxx. In this chapter Israel
is looked at as under her maiden vow. The people
had not yet removed from Sinai, where they had
thrice repeated the VO\V, "All that the Lord corn
mandeth we will do and be obedient." But this she
fails in, upon the very first move. She will renew,
and have other opportunities, but only to show her
incompetency to fulfil anything she undertakes in her
own strength. Christ, on the other hand, completes
His vow and secures the blessing. Chapter xxx,
traces this failure yet further. There (v. 2), while the
man, Jehovah-Messiah,-Christ fulfils all He vows;
the woman,-Israel, fails, whether as a child in her
father's house, a wife, or a 'widow or divorced. As a
wife when in the land, she imbrues her hands in the
blood of Him she ought to have recognized and
reverenced as her Messiah, while all the time boasting
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herself in the fulfilment of her vows-the keeping of
the law. And now as a widow or divorced she still
wraps herself in what are but as widow's weeds to her,
the law, which she has broken in every point-a"
pitiable sight! Then eventually the husband, Jehovah
Messiah, disallows her VO\V, and in omnipotent grace,
pays the penalty for His faithless bride, that He may
redeem her.. 0 wondrous love! This gives us the
two aspects. of Christ's death, viz :-

(a): As a Man absolutely perfect in a scene of death,
bringing obedience do\vn into death itself. " Being
found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself and
became obedient unto death, even the death of the"
cross." This is as a meat and burnt offering wholly
acceptable unto God. He, through the eternal Spirit,
offered Himself without spot to God. This it is that
provides also a peace offering in which God and man
can have part.

(b). As a sacrifice for Israel and the Church, to
deliver them from the consequences of disobedience
and failure, by taking their vows upon Himself and
bearing their penalties. This is as a sin and trespass
offering, which settles all God's claims and meets all
man's need. But

AN INDIVIDUAL MAY BECOME A NAZARITE

and devote himself to the Lord in days of general failure,
as Samson did, and. bring in blessing upon the Lord's
people. In such a case he must keep himself from the
three things set forth in type in this chapter. It is not
that" they are wrong in themselves, for man as such;
although the stream has been pollu ted very far up, and
one has to go very near the source to partake of
unpolluted waters; yet for man as such, natural joy is
right, earthly dignity is right. Moreover there is no
obligation laid upon a man to take upon himself the
Nazarite's vow. Only if one values heavenly blessing
and would bring in such blessing on the Lord's people
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to-day, he must devote himself as a Nazarite to the
Lord. Nothing else will bring it in, for all else has
failed.

Though the blessing is secured for us eternally
through Christ, yet it is entered upon now only on the
ground of separation to God,. and one man may bring
practically great blessing into the hearts of many, who
through him devote themselves also to God.

11. PROVISION FOR "RENEWAL OF THE VOW.

In us, as in Israel and Samson, or the Church as in
responsibility here, it is supposed the' vow will be
broken ere it be fulfilled, which has, alas! been the
case. It is a great mercy with this probability before
us, which all who know themselves must admit, that
there may be a renewal. Happy for us when this is
immediately made use of. Samson obtained many
deliverances for the people of God, so long as he
maintained his Nazariteship, all up to the time when
he laid his head in Delilah's lap, and let out his secret.
Then, shorn of his locks, blinded, and his power gone,
he became the sport of his enemies. He, who while
he maintained his Nazariteship, had held them in
subjection, so that God's people could gather in the
blessings wherewith Jehovah blessed them! Samson,
thus, was a sorry spectacle! And even in his renewal
of strength, it was but to slay himself with his
enemies. Well for him and for all had he at once
renewed, and not gone out to shake himself, "as at
other times," when he was not as at- other times, but
only now a weak man, the easy prey of the wily
powerful enemy. Alas for him!

How little a thing may lead to this sad result! A
little indulgence in that which is of earth in a wrong
way, anything that leads to forgetting we are strangers
here! Alas for many a failed Nazarite on earth to-day!
But why will not they renew their vow? Why not own
their failure? Christ's sacrifice is effectual to blot all
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out, and God's mercy and grace is free for renewal. It
was continuance in this lapsed condition without
recognizing it that brought poor Samson into such a
sad plight.. Nothing is more fatal in service than a
continuance as though all was right when .the inward
power is gone, and the conscience is' defiled. God
wants our lives, nothing less. .Hence His provision
for renewal after failure. But in the

SACRIFICES FOR RENEWAL,

the two chief aspects of Christ's death are alone
available. Two turtle doves or two young pigeons,
the one for a sin offering, and the other for a .burnt
offering, not here for redemption, but as necessary to
.restore communion and the Nazarite's vow, which
must be upon the same basis as redemption, together
with a yearling lamb as a trespass offering. " He
shall hallow his head the same day and shall con
secrate unto the Lord the days of his separation, but
the days that were before shall be lost, because his
separation was defiled," vv. 9-12. There must be an
honest recognition of failure, and a renewal of strength
and devotedness through Christ's death.

.·The sin offering is first and prominent, as setting forth
the removal of that man, that had marred by his intru
sion, the consecration of the Nazarite. Then the burnt
offering, as indicating the acceptance of the second
man and the votary in him. A trespass offering accom
panies these as an acknowledgement that a trespass
had been committed, but in a way which' but for the
vow would not be perhaps a trespass, so stringent are
the requirements of the Lord in one .who thus devotes
himself to Him, albeit for us there is grace from Him
to fulfil all, or none dare thus devote himself. But
these being answered to, the happy Nazarite begins
again, thankful for the renewed sense of the Lord's
presence, and without mourning over the lost days,
although the days be lost. "Whereto we have already
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attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the
same thing."

Where this is not the case we have the sorry
spectacle of a man brought into the presence of the
enemies of the Lordwithout the power to meet them;
or of a man-alas! there are many.s-cwho keep out of
the \\?ay of all, and are like the wrecked ships on the
Goodwin Sands, which shew their ribs sticking out of
the water, mementoes of what they once were, and
might be still had they but recognized their departure,
and availed themselves of God's provision for His
Nazarites to renew their vow.

Ill. But in the case of Christ, the true Nazarite, this
separation is not for ever, and. there comes a time
when the vow is completed, and then the joy which He
valued but abstained from, that He might enjoy it in
a fuller, better way, as well as bring in an entirely new
joy, shall be entered upon by Him and His own, on a
basis beyond the reach of sin, because in resurrection;
although for earth.

IN THE CEREMONIES AT COMPLETION OF VOW

the Nazarite comes before Jehovah in a way that
acknowledges all the varied efficacy of the sacrifice of
Christ, only there is no trespass offering, as none was
needed. They are presented in a different order to
those which accompany the one who renews his vow..

Here the burnt offering is the first presented, that
blessed death of obedience, in which is acceptance for
all who are linked with Him. Then the sin offering,
as setting forth the removal of the first man from
before God. The peace offering next, as setting forth
the common joy of God and man in that blessed
sacrifice. Then, further, meat offerings' in various
stages, as setting forth Christ in all the different stages
of His life of obedience here, whether unleavened
bread, or cakes mingled and anointed with oil, the
vigour and perfection of His Manhood in the power of
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the Holy Ghost, the handful of which could be burnt
upon the altar, always acceptable to God. This could
not be done with any other life but II is. Further, drink
offerings accompanied these, the joy of redemption.

Beside all these, the hair· of the head of His separa
tion is also burnt upon the Altar with the sacrifice
of the peace offering. That which was the fruit of
the energy of the Spirit in producing separation here,
becomes the power of full communion there. A
blessed figure of the fact that there is nothing to
restrain there, but that all the energy of the Spirit
will go out in life after its all absorbing Object. In
Acts i., 2, we see that Christ was filled with the Holy
Spirit after His resurrection as before. So we shall
be. Here a great deal of the power of the Spirit in us
is expended in overcoming evil. There, there will be no
need of overcoming. The pure power of the Holy Spirit
will lead us out into absolute devotion to that one
blessed Object, based upon His own efficacious work.

Then the Nazarite may drink wine. Then will be
fulfilled in His Father's kingdom that for which the
Lord looks as a result of His vow of separation, the
joy of communion with His earthly people; while a
deeper joy still will be His in the communion in cl
fuller way than ever, of His heavenly people, whom
He presents as sons to the Father, and with whom He
shares H is glories and His royal throne. Holy joy
will fill every heart j the wine that cheers the heart of
God and man may be freely partaken of. Then He
will say, "Eat, 0 friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly,
o beloved." All evil being removed, the operation of
the Holy Spirit "rill only produce joy and praise, and
all the energy of the being will be drawn out toward
Him who alone is worthy of it.

The joy of earthly blessing and relationships will be
again the portion of the remnant here below, when
they can freely allow themselves in them apart from
all that which in the fall was defiling in them, though
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in themselves they are ever of God. They, too, will
partake of the Holy Spirit, and in His energy fulfil all
to God. Now here for us the Holy Ghost produces
in us the joy of communion, amid the loneliness in
service in separation to Himself, while a far better
portion than any others awaits us, in His own blessed
presence and the fullest creature joy, in redemption's
blessed work.

The result is blessing. This is what we need here.
It is no good going on without it. We don't want
education and endowment. These will not make
up for the want of the Lord's presence. Nazarites
who are separate to the Lord are needed in the
Assembly to-day to bring blessing upon the Lord's
people; though all depends upon the perfect Nazarite.

IV. Consequent upon this

THE BLESSING

is now pronounced. The blessing of the Lord, which
maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow thereto,
Jehovah delights in blessing His people, and the
position here is one which shews He has devised a
way by which He can bless them spite of themselves.
Who would not covet this blessing? Who would not
say with one of old, "Oh that Thou wouldest bless
me indeed and enlarge my coast." And again, "With
Thy blessing let the house of Thy servant be blessed for
ever." Nothing but the present sense of His blessing
can sustain us, as nothing else will satisfy His heart
for us. But based upon Christ's devotedness to
death,-He who alone could fulfil the responsibilities
of the Nazarite's vow, which He does in the energy of
the Holy Spirit,-Jehovah blesses His people 1 Only
here we do not see the Nazarite praying for the
blessing of the people, as is the case when we come
to the New Testament.

"Jehovah spoke unto Moses, saying, Speak unto
Aaron and his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall
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bless the children of Israel." It is a priestly blessing
at the commandment of him who was king in
Jeshurun, and for Israel the blessing of the Priest
upon His throne. The blessings pronounced are very
like the blessings prayed for by Christ for His people,
when, as the true Nazarite, He stands in John xvii.,
and says, "Father, I have glorified Thee upon the
earth, I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me
to do." And upon this basis He asks that His own
which were in the world should be blessed of the
Father.

" J ehovah bless thee and keep thee." Here in a
general way we get

SECURITY IN BLESSING.

The Lord blesses them, and they are kept. Their
security and blessing was in Jehovah's Name. Ours'
is in the Father's Name, Hence the Lord prays,
"Father, keep in Thine own Name those whom Thou
hast given Me, that they may be one as We are." While
Christ was here He had kept them in the Father's
Name, and now that Name is upon His own, and all
its glory and renown is pledged to keep them upon the
basis of Christ's work and plea. The sense of the
Father's love is the blessing which accompanies this.

" J ehovah make His face to shine upon thee, and
be gracious to thee."

Here is
1.,IGHT AND GRACE.

In the light of His face. He causes them to enjoy His
grace. We have the light of the glory of the grace
shining from the face of Jesus Christ. Love and
light are His nature, and grace is love in activity
towards undeserving objects. For us .the love is the
light, as Christ's life,-in love down here,-was the
light of men. Now we trace all to the Father's ways,
and read in that blessed life all that is in the Father's
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heart towards us, ·as His glory shines also from the
face of Jesus Christ. He that bath seen Him bath
seen the Father; and he who hath seen the Father is
·sufficed. Further we have

HIS SMILE AND PEACE.

"Jehovah lift up His countenance upon you and
give you peace." For us, that blessed Nazarite said
ere He left this world, "Peace I leave with you, My
peace I give unto you, let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid." The light of Jehovah's
countenance was ever the blessing of Israel, as it is
said, "Many that say, Who will shew us any good?
Jehovah, lift Thou up the light of Thy countenance
upon us," Ps. iv., 6. The help of His countenance, as
with the Psalmist, becomes the health of our coun
tenance (Ps. xlii., 5, I I), and we enter into His peace
as to all the circumstances that surround us. His
countenance is favour beyond all that which is called
good here, we need the countenance of no other.
.Assured of this, our portion is peace. Again, and
they shall put My Name upon them and

I WILL BLESS.

The pledge of His Name is now given for their
blessing. Again the Lord prays that we may be kept in
the Father's .Name, and says further, " I have declared
unto them Thy Name and will declare it, that the love
wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I
in them," John xvii., 26. No joy can be deeper than,
this; the Father's Name declared and the love where
with He loved the Son, IN us. The Father's Name in
answer to Christ's prayer is upon us,. and the blessing
assured.

Beside this, .the sovereign blessing of God is upon
His people, based upon the blessed work of the Lord
Jesus 'Christ. No taste of it on any other ground
primarily, however we may afterwards be called to
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follow Him. 0 for faith and power to claim and
enjoy it more and more fully All that is here spoken
of, security in blessing j light and grace; His smile
and peace, is assured to us under the Father's Name
and becomes our portion here j while on the other
hand we devote ourselves still to Him apart from all
that this world produces, its joys and honours; its
defilement and death.

Let us note again that it is not blessing in heaven
that is here secured for us by Christ's Nazariteship, It
is blessing on earth though of a heavenly character.
Our blessing in heaven is sure, based on Christ's
death. But it is what the heart craves for to-day,
here. Daily grace, daily peace, daily basking in the
light of His face, present daily blessing. We cannot
go through the world without that. The Psalmist
said, "Oh that I had wings like a dove, for then would
I flee away, and be at rest." Not so the Christian.
He has duties to fulfil down here, and he needs the
sense of Christ's presence and sufficient grace to lift
him above the storm and tempest. He needs
heavenly blessing upon earth, until he reaches heaven,
-which is secure.

Is not this the crying need of the Assembly? We
need Nazarites, Do you say, I could never fulfil the
vow! There is renewal. If you have failed, come
and renew your vow. Do not drift away. He is only
waiting for any to renew, based on the death of Christ.
The power is His own, and though carried outin us,
the blessing will not be ours only. The Church has
failed, as such, but may God grant the renewal of this
vow to individuals-the' fulfilment of which brings
blessing to the company, among whom for the moment
their lot is cast, that His Name may be glorified.



LECTURE VI.
FINAL PREPARATIONS.

CHAPTER IX.-X., 10.

I N this last passage of the first section of the book
we have the instructions of Jehovah for His

people in the wilderness of Sinai preparatory to their
starting. They have been set up for the journey, and
are now about to move on, and these last directions
fully prepare them for what is before them. The
attitude for the wilderness is that of dependence.
Movement is characteristic. "Forward 1" is the word.
The testimony is not to tarry in the wilderness, and
the people are to pass through it. But everything is
so arranged by Jehovah that they may be in perfect
rest of spirit about it. The responsibility of guidance
was His, they had but to obey and follow, so that they
might rest in their tents when pitched; although the
idea is not that of rest, but of movement. Like the
Australian motto, "Advance! Australia!" which they,
however, use in a material way. But with the people
of God there is always movement, they are not settled
here.

The passage divides itself into three sections,
beginning, "And the Lord spake unto Moses." Two
are connected with the Passover, to which the Pillar of
cloud is added. The third has to do with the silver
Trumpets, making four in all, viz. :-i. Instruction
for keeping the Passover in the wilderness; for the
whole company, on the fourteenth day. of the first
month (00. 1-5). ii. Instruction for an unclean
remnant to keep it on the fourteenth day of the
second month (vv. 6-14). iii. Provision for guidance
in the Pillar of cloud, for the anointed eye (7JV.
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15-23). iv, Provision for guidance in the silver
Trumpets, for the circumcised ear (ch ..x., 1-10).

This chapter begins before the first chapter as to
time (cornpare v. I with ch. i., I), and shews the
importance in God's eyes of the Passover as the basis
of all His dealings with His people, whether in the
wilderness or elsewhere.

REDEMPTION UNDERLIES ALL GOD'S WAYS,

and the Passover sets forth the redemption and unity
of the people of God. They are redeemed to God,
or He could not have to say to them at all; but they
are all in common redeemed, they are one people.

If the wilderness brings out what the people is, the
Passover enables God righteously to shew what He is,
as meeting not their need only, but their murmuring
and rebellious hearts. In nothing can He have to
say. to us but upon the ground of redemption's work.

This is shewn in all the places where the Passover
is specially mentioned. In Ex. xii., there is no going
out of Egypt but upon the basis of the shed blood
of the Paschal lamb. And in that chapter the blood
is the prominent feature, as' meeting God's claims.
In our chapterthere is no sustainrnent in the wilder
ness, but upon the basis of the Passover, kept accord
ing to all the rites thereof and according to all the
ceremonies thereof. Though this is probably the
only time they kept it, if we may judge by Acts vii.,
42-43. Those born in the wilderness were not in a
condition to -keep it, as they were not circumcised.
Then, in Josh. v., I I,. there is .no going into the land,
nor eating the old corn of the land, until the morrow
after the Passover.

I. The whole company must keep

TilE PASSOVER ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE

FIRST MONTH,

in its appointed season, before they start from Horeb,
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"according to all its rites and ordinances." It was
Obligatory. They must, asa people, be in moral
suitability to what is set forth in this ordinance. If
movement is characteristic of the testimony in the
wilderness, so moral conformity to the sacrifice is
a necessity as to state. Without it there can be no
guidance.

Now the Passover was instituted before the distinc
tion in the sacrifices of Lev. Lvii. was made; and it is
not distinctively either one or other of these. It is
not a burnt offering; it is not a sin offering; nor is it
a peace offering distinctively ; but it partakes of the
characteristic features of all three. All that Christ is
Godward for acceptance, all that He is for sin, all that
He is for C01I1IDon joy for God and man are here set
.forth. It is a full Christ"presented. But the Passover
in the wilderness is entirely different from that in
Egypt. It is not the blood which keeps judgment
out that is presented, but .the feast for the people.
The blood was for God, and in our passage there is
nothing about the blood, while in Egypt it was the
prominent feature. There the blood must be shed.
It must be in the basin! On the lintel! Judgment
must be kept out. But here it is the feast. The
Lamb was for the people. They fed upon the Lamb
roast with fire, and they ate unleavened bread for
seven days, and here in the wilderness this was the
prominent feature of the feast.

There is that in it which, for us, is recurring, as well
as that which is continual. 'Ye have Christ subjected
to the scrutinizing judgment of Jehovah in the Lamb
roast with fire; and the unleavened perfection of
Christ in the bread as the food of the people. They
were at the same time to put away all leaven from
their houses, keeping themselves in moral conformity
to the feast they partook of. So, in the antitype, it is
not simply a remembrance, though there is that, in
the Lamb roast with fire; but the feast is characteristic.
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We must be in character morally conformed to Him,
whose perfections meet all God's desires as they alone
can meet ours.

The seven days indicate the whole of the present
period, a complete cycle of time, during which time
the feast of unleavened bread was maintained, and
there were to be two

HOLY CONVOCATIONS

during this period. On the first day is, "A holy con
vocation, ye shall do no servile work therein." "And
on the seventh day is a holy convocation-ye shall do no
servile work therein." ~, Convocation" means "call
ing together," and these were holy callings together of
the people, and may indicate j the first, the calling to
gether of the people at Pentecost to enter into the joy
of redemption's work, and to feast with God, during
which no servile work" or work for wages, must be
done, all must rejoice in Christ's accomplished work.
They who know not the blessedness of this work
cannot partake of this feast, all work for salvation is
of a servile character. The last-the rapture, when
there will be another holy calling together of the whole
of the people to enter more fully than ever into it.

This feast for seven days sets forth the enjoyment
upon earth of redemption's work, and in order to this
enjoyment there must needs be a redemption wrought
upon earth. .Now the blood was shed upon earth and
for the people in the wilderness; there is no reference
even in type here to the blood in heaven. Lev. xvi.
does speak of the sprinkling of the blood in the Holiest,
yet it does not indicate that the blood was taken into
heaven, but that the value of the act wrought on earth
was effective in heaven. The fact of the vail being rent
from the top to the bottom when Christ died, is God's
attestation of the immediate efficacy of that death in
heaven.

It is also blessed to see that, in one aspect, the
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Passover is distinctively and wholly a feast for Jehovah
It is mentioned in Lev. xxiii., 5, quite alone and apart
from the accompanying feast. "In the fourteenth
day of the first month

BETWEEN THE TWO EVENINGS IS JEHOVAH'S PASSOVER·.'~

It was a feast to Jehovah, A joy of heart to Him to
see that blessed One on Calvary's Cross gilding the
very place of death with light. And no one at the
time entered into it at all. It was all His own, and
His alone. In the same way the Wave Sheaf in that
chapter is Christ in resurrection as a feast to Jehovah,
with its offerings; a burnt offering; a meat offering,
and a drink offering. And no peace offering, for no
one entered into the joy of it until the morrow after
the Sabbath (vv. 10-14).

Our feast is the roasted Lamb, with the unleavened
bread, which began really at Pentecost, and no one
on earth entered into the fulness of it until then. We
stand between the holy convocation of that moment
and the second holy convocation towards which we
are fast drawing. We know not how soon it may
burst upon us. That which is to characterize us
while we wait for it, is that which Christ presented to
God., unleavened bread.

They kept the Passover, it is said in v. 5, "On the
fourteenth day of the first month between the two
evenings." Now there is doubtless more than one
application of this term "Between the two evenings."
\Ve have one given us very distinctly in the Gospels,
where, on the first, evening, Christ sat down with His
disciples to eat the Passover (see Matt. xxvi., 20), and,
on the second evening, I-Ie was laid in the grave
(Matt. xxvii., 57). Jehovah's Passover literally was
slain between these two evenings. For us, we keep
the feast between the, evening of Israel's being set
aside, and the evening of the setting aside of this
present period of grace.· All is to be in conformity as
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far as we are concerned) to that which the judgment
of God demanded of Chris t in that solemn scene, all
through the intervening period of these two points of
time.

I!. But there were those amongst the people who
were defiled by the dead body of a man, and were not
able to keep this P-assover, not being clean. This led
to enquiry on the part of Moses, and a second enact
ment of Jehovah, by which a remnant should keep

THE PASSOVER ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE

SECOND MONTH.

Grace makes provision for such a remnant, and it is
a blessed thing that the enquiry has been made and
the matter settled. For we can come in as a remnant
and find that even with the few the Passover can be
kept according to all its rites and ceremonies.
Whatever the cause that reduces us to a remnant,
whether uncleanness by reason of the dead body of
a man, or by reason of insubjection and worldliness,
if there be but the recognition of the state it has
reduced us to, in common with all~though perhaps
personally free in a sense, we may keep the Passover.
For here it might be said, well, they could not help a
man falling dead by their side ! Nevertheless it
rendered unclean, and it is as such they avail them
selves of this second keeping of the Passover. With
us also it should be with a sense of shame at the
general condition of things that we keep the feast.
For it always remains true though we be but a
remnant, that "Christ our Passover has been sacri
ficed for us, therefore let us keep the feast, not with
the old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity
and truth," I Cor. V,, 7-8.

Thus the Passover was kept twice in the wilderness
before they started on the twentieth day of the second
month. Once on the fourteenth day of the first
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month, and once on the fourteenth day of the second'
month. Now there is doubtless a

PROVISION FOR THE REMNANT

primarily in this, in .the last days when they will be
unclean j that of Judah-the two tribes, by reason of
the dead body of their Messiah;" that of Israel
the ten tribes, by reason of their having been on a
journey on their return from their long captivity, to
their native land, and this provision for the journey is'
brought in by Jehovah in v. 10, to anticipate this.
They will then both of them keep the Passover on the
fourteenth day of the second month.

But there is more in it. Here is provision for a
detachment from the great company, a remnant of
God's people keeping the feast to-day. It must
indeed be in recognition of their state and as a
remnant, for they can in no wise claim to be the
whole company, and yet they must keep the feast in
its entirety ; "They shall keep it and eat it, with
unleavened bread and bitter herbs, they shall leave
none of it unto the morning, nor break any bone of it,
according to all the ordinances of the Passover they
shall keep it," vv. 11-12. How blessedly suitable is
this for any who, in a day of confusion, recognise that
they have been reduced to this state, both as a
remnant and as unclean. God in His infinite mercy
has looked through the vista of the ages of the wilder
ness journey, and made a provision for His people'
even under such circumstances as those in which we
find ourselves; cleansing ourselves meantime, and so
partaking of the feast.
" Now while in hoth cases the Passover must be kept
according to all its rites and ceremonies, yet in the
first case attention is drawn to nothing special in the
keeping the feast; while in the second case special
attention is drawn to the unleavened bread and bitter
herbs, and that no bone should be' 'broken nor any
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left until the morning. .Unleavened bread is called,

EVEN THE BREAD OF AFFLICTION,

in Deut. xvi., 3, and dou btless holiness is bread of
affliction to nature.
. Nature raises questions, am I not to do this ? May

I not go there? And the restraint is real affliction to
nature; but if feeding upon the perfections of Christ,
unleavened by anything contrary to inherent holiness,
then we can understand that it is but right and due,
as it is also the desire of the renewed man, that all
leaven should be honestly put from our houses. For
shall we feed upon the Lamb roast with fire o~ Lord's
day, and hold to leaven in our houses during the
week? There must be moral conformity to what I
own delivered me, and to that to which Christ
answered in death for me, the holiness of God.
Everything must be subjected to that; family,
business, houses, everything, there must be no leaven
in our houses. The

BITTER .HERBS

would be the recognition that our state was such as
demanded Christ's death. Nothing but that death
could possibly have cleansed my. past and created as
it were a fresh start for me. That bitter cry wrung
from Him, "My God, My God, why hast Thou for
saken Me." will create the sense of bitterness in our
souls that' we brought Him even to this. 'Then they
must leave none of it until the morning, all must be
burnt with fire, all goes up acceptable to God. He
only can fully appreciate it! No room must be left
for unholy tampering with that precious death of Christ,
by those who refuse it as the judgment of God. Nor
must any bone of it be broken. There must be no
division of that precious sacrifice. The feast must be
kept in its entirety, even by aremnant,

We too are
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To SHEW FORTH THE LORD'S DEATH.

We are a redeemed people, we are also one people,
and though but a remnant now, yet we are maintained
before God in unity with all His people. This is set
forth for us by the one loaf, and faith ever holds to it
even in a remnant. Nor may we make light of the
Lord's institution. Yet it must not be boasted of in
the mere fact; it is in moral conformity to it that the
whole value lies. If a man is unclean ".Let him
examine himself, and so let him eat." The instruction
for a remnant in days of departure and brokenness is,
" Let him that narneth the name of the Lord depart
from iniquity." Yet on the other hand, if a man that
was clean did not eat of the Passover, the same shall
he cut off from his people.

Both I Cor. xi., 23-26, and John vi., 5 I -60, refer
to the same thing. It is Christ's death as that which
sustains our lives before God. I Cor. xi., is the act of
the remembrance of His love, recurring each Lord's
day, the. feeding upon His affection which led Him
into death for us. John vi. is the continual eating so
as to appropriate His death and become assimilated
to Him in His life here.

What a solemn thing for a Christian not to remem
ber Him in His death! Yet is it equally solemn to
shew forth His death and not be in moral conformity
to it. It is not a command, but it is incumbent on
us as a privilege of love. Hundreds of Christians
value it not. Surely what answers to the Israelite
being cut off from His people comes upon them.
Such are cut off from communion, and practically
enjoy no Christian privileges. If there is no actual
command-a command being contrary to the genius
of Christianity, yet is there the expressed wish of the
Saviour, "Do this in'remembrance of Me," and there
is certainly no warrant for abstaining from it. If we
decline this we cannot be going on with the people of
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God, nor with the Lord Himself. Nor can we have
guidance without it. A worldly Christian cannot look
for guidance.

How blessedly all this suits us as' a remnant! A·
remnant is only a shred of something that was; and
,ve are but the shred of a shred; broken, and broken
.again, and about to be broken yet again, unless we
keep humble before our God. Yet in a true remnant"
there is only what was true originally of the whole
company, though there must be all that was originally
true, and that which should characterise the whole
company still.

Yet His love and Christ's death are available for us
as full sustainment for life. And nothing but His
death will do for us or give God a righteous basis for
having to say to us in the wilderness. One never gets
the gauge of one's guilt unless one writes over the
whole account,-The least of these sins demanded the
death of Christ. But as we feast upon His death we
recognise His perfection; all that God demanded He
presented. The one is commensurate to the other.
May the Lord enable us to enter into this blessed
provision for the remnant! We shall never all keep
the feast together again on earth, but we have His
provision for a little company, who ·own the unclean
ness to which they have ·been reduced to keep it, as
this remnant in the wilderness kept it 'when cleansed,
according to all' the rights and ceremonies with un
leavened bread and bitter herbs; nor did they break
a bone of it. It was one feast and was kept with
Jehovah, and in recognition that the company was
one.

Ill. . In v. 15 we come 'to guidance.

THE PILLAR OF CLQun.

It was not ushered in with a thus saith Jehovah!
which shews the way it hangs upon moral conformity
to the Passover, The one is the basis of tile other.
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Jehovah Himself condescended both to dwell with
His people and to guide them through the wilderness.
The cloud, the symbol of Jehovah's presence, covered
the tent of the testimony on the day it was reared,
and abode with them all through the journey. It was
as a cloud by day, and as the appearance of fire by
.right.'I All might see the cloud, and the obedient heart
would watch it for the first indication of Jehovah's
will as to the way and time of removal from place to
place. Motion, then, was characteristic of the wilder
ness. The testimony of God moves on, it cannot
stand still. While in the wilderness, the testimony
goes forward. But while this is the case, the heart
that trusted Jehovah was at perfect rest, though no
doubt it was irksome to those who wanted to do their
own will. When the cloud moved they moved, when
it stopped they pitched; while it remained they rested
in their tents, and thus fulfilled the commandment of
the Lord. Whether by day or by night, whether a
day, or two days, or a month, or a year, at the
commandment of the Lord they journeyed, and, at the
commandment of the Lord they rested in their' tents.
So motion characterised them all through the forty
years, though, alas, for them it was not always motion
towards the land!

This was enough for faith which enabled them to
be at rest of heart; but uhbelief would not rest when
stationary, and would lag behind when moving, and
then Amalek gets the hindmost! Amalek is the
devil acting on the flesh, and he thus dogs the foot
steps of God's people in the desert. If we lag behind
the testimony, we in some way or other get into
Satan's power.

If the way be dark, the guiding pillar is light, here is

GUIDANCE FOR THE EVE.

Fire by' night, and cloud by day. The darker and'
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more intricate the way, the brighter the light, and if
but the eye' " Anointed with eye-salve" is in the right
direction, all is clear. So they were no worse off at
night than' by day. They did not know the way in
any case, and God did, and He alone. All that was
necessary on their part was vigilance. This, as we
have already seen, is set forth in another way in the
badgers' skins as the vigilance that is necessary to keep
evil out. But here the vigilance is in order to see the'
first movement of the cloud, and to be at once prepared
to follow, to be in the current of God's testimony.'
Holy, watchful vigilance kept its eye on the cloud, and
said,-I don't know the way, God does, I must follow.

Ps. xxxii. is of this character:-" I will guide
thee with Mine eye." This is not like a blind man'
putting his hand in to the hand of another and being'
led on thus; it is intelligent guidance. I am guided
by looking into God's eye, always in that attitude.s->
" As the eyes of a .maiden to the hand of her mistress."
He looks, Yes! or, No! as the case may be, and I
go on, or' stay. It needs confidence and dependence
on God, but it needs nearness and vigilance also.
Even Christ Himself was thus guided by Jehovah.
It is perfect rest for the trustful heart, yet flesh and
blood cannot rest under any such circumstances.
Hence often the. bit and bridle come in in mercy,
to force us back into His way, otherwise very many
more, yea, all, would be found as laggards.

We all naturally are of an unrestful spirit, and while
the testimony tarries awhile we will not rest; this is
one danger, the other is, not going forward when it
moves. VVe need the spirit of Psalm xl. " In
waiting I waited," or, "I waited patiently." We, so
often, though obliged to wait perforce, do not wait in
waiting. Christ did, till He was brought up out of
the horrible pit. .

The great thing here is to have the eye on the
cloud. If it moves we go forward; if it does not, we
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are content to rest. In the last days of Christendom
the anointed eye is needed; Christ counsels some to
buy of Him eye-salve to anoint their eyes that they
may see (Rev. iii., 18). It is a day of confusion, and
we need more than ever the anointed eye, the upward
glance to Him who alone can give light. If we move
without Him, we move without light, if we tarry
behind when He moves, we remain behind in the dark.
" Forward" ! is the word for the wilderness, alas, how
many there are who stay behind and drop out and
remain as wrecks in the way. to warn all who shall
follow! Better to follow in God's lead. Lord help
Thy people!

For us, Jehovah throws light upon this or that truth
from time to time during the journey. On such an
occasion an alarm is sounded. This may create con
fusion for the moment. Such a running together and
enquiry, What is all this about? One may say, I don't
understand it! That is not true! This is to make
one's own understanding the standard of truth, and
should one on this ground refuse to follow, he will be
left behind without light and without food. Alas, there
are such! Should this fall into the hands of any such,
without food, without light, let me say:-The testi
mony has moved forward, my friend; there is food in
abundance about the ea Lnp, and light from the Pillar
of fire. See! the sheen of it is yonder! Make a bee
line for it !

No doubt

SIN AND UNBELIEF HINDERED PROGRESS.

In a sense, forced the testimony backward in the
wilderness. They were forty years there, where they
should have been but two at most, and wandered to
and fro for thirty-eight years, going over and over the
same ground. Unfaithfulness may force the testimony
back, yet God always has a silver line of witnesses.
Even in Thyatira there was a "remnant, when popery
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was at its darkest. What a happy thing it is to go on
with the testimony of God! How vigilant should we
be, that we catch the first indication of guidance.
And while careful that what we accept is of God, how
solemn a thing it is to reject truth, simply because we
do not understand it! If it is truth, then I give up
guidance, 'and this may indicate a state existent which.
is contrary to the spirit of the Passover. Given :
moral conformity to Christ's death, with an anointed
eye, and we need fear nothing. It is true there may'
be failures, breakdowns, but with the heart right, and
an anointed eye, all is well. He shall not miss the
guidance of the testimony who is in such a state.

IV. But God not only gives guidance for the eye.
In eh. x. we have additional provision for guidance in

THE SILVER TRUMPETS,

dependent upon priestly intervention and a. circumcised'
ear. Two trumpets were to be made of silver "of
beaten work shalt thou make them." These served
three main purposes. 1. For the calling of the-
assembly. 2. For the journeying of the camps. 3.
For war when in the land.

These trumpets were made of silver, that is of the
atonement money. The substratum of everything is
redemption, and this is set forth in various ways. Of
this metal were made the sockets. for the boards of the
tent of testimony, the caps of the pillars of the court,
and the trumpets. All set forth redemption, A silver
trumpet will give a certain ring which a baser metal will
not. Our ears must be circumcised, and open to the
sound issuing from lips that tell of priestly communion
and grace, based upon redemption. Love and intelli
gence blow the trumpet. If love is lacking, the metal
is base j if intelligence, things will be done at wrong
times. It is God's testimony for circumcised ears, nar
is it so immediately from God Himself for the mass,
as with the cloud, but intermediately through others.
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Through whom? Anybody? Ah, no! It must
be through the priests. "The sons of Aaron the
priests shall blow the trumpets," o. 8. The priest
sets forth the highest spiritual capacity on earth.
Nothing is so blessed as to be a priest. But it is
blessed if we are not up to this personally, to have
someone to blow the trumpets for us. It is never
supposed that an unspiritual person should lead the
assembly. The result of such a course must be
spiritual discomfiture in the presence of the enemy.

I. ~"OR THE GATHERING TOGETHER OF THE PEOPLE.

In this case there might be either one or two blasts
of the trumpets. If the latter, then all the assembly
shall gather to thee (that is to Moses, the apostle),
to the door of the Tabernacle of the congregation.
Jehovah would gather His people around Himself to
communicate His mind to them. He delighted to see
His people thus surrounding Him. If but one trumpet
was blown then "The princes, the heads of thousands
.shall gather themselves unto thee." This is still to
Moses as apostle, and here something that specially
affected those who sought to guide the others might
be communicated to them. With us such meetings
.as brothers' meetings or readings. No alarm is to be
sounded for these gatherings; an ordinary blast is all
that is necessary to be blown. Only none but the
.sons of Aaron the priest were to sound the trumpets.
They were to be to them an everlasting statute
throughout their generations. If it is-

2. FOR THE JOURNEYING. OF .THE CAMPS,

then an alarm must be blown. If the testimony of
God is to move on, no ordinary sound will do, it must
be an alarm. At the first alarm, Judah's camp sets
forward; at the second, Reuben's, and so on. The
various camps also seem to have blown an answering
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alarm as they set forward, shewing they were alive to
the situation. '

So far we have the testimony of God to His people,
whether to gather them around Himself and to build
them up by communicating His mind to them, or to
indicate their movements. And while it reminded
them of God's care for them, at the same time it
brought them into remembrance before God, and
brought in His intervention on their behalf. The
testimony is the result of priestly communion on
trumpets that tell" Ye are bought with a price," and
the effect of such a testimony, so rendered, is to gather
God's people around Himself, and to make them go
forward. God Himself, through the apostle and
priest, gives the Word which gathers the people or
princes, as the case may be, around Himself, and
brings in His intervention on their behalf.

It is not an eye, but an ear that is needed for this
testimony. The priest, perchance, might get the first
intimation for movement even from the moving cloud
~though this was for all alike-as he was in the place
of communion, and it is here we learn first the right
thing to do. But in the case of the trumpets he is
certainly first, and it is a question for others of hearing
God's call and what God has to say. He for whom
God had digged ears could say, "The Lord God hath
opened mine ears, and I was not rebellious, neither
turned away back." May our ears, as His people, be
also attent, watching daily at the posts of His gate!

There are, however, those who heap to" themselves
teachers, .having itching ears, in these days. Those
who "Turn away their ears from the truth, and are
turned unto fables.I' These know not, because they
refuse the silver trumpets; sounding brass will do for
them, or tinkling cymbals. Such are all around us,
and have no certainty, no rest. It is in the tones,
clear and certain, of the silver trumpets that rest and
certainty are found, and then, whether for gatherings
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or for onward motion, all is certain. Indistinctness
and uncertainty of sound will prepare none for either..

The testimony is moving onward, and as surely as it
moves there are laggards, content to stay where they
are. If we have everything here we shall want to
remain here. Alas, that in every movement there are
laggards! Why? Because they love to think, as we
all do naturally, that they have reached the highest
good and may settle down. These are all around us
as we pass on our way, and stand as beacons to warn
us away from the shoals upon which they are stranded,

3. But there was a third use of the trum pets, that is,.

FOR WAR, WHEN IN THE LAND.

If they went to war in the land against the enemy that
oppressed then), they were to blow an alarm with the
trumpets, and they should be had in remembrance
before Jehovah, their God (v. 9), and be saved from
their enemies. Here we have again an indication that
warfare is not normal to the wilderness; though it is,
found in the wilderness whenever we fall into the snare
that the enemy lays for us, and refuse to enter into the
heavenlies. In the heavenly places there are always.
conflicts. But whether in the wilderness or in the
land, God is equal to it. He causes the alarm to be
sounded, and He comes in to help and care for His.
people, and to give them the victory over their enemies
for His glory; so that as. dependent upon God the
soul is in' nothing terrified by its adversaries, but
sounds without fear the testimony of God, and is.
delivered by His own Omnipotent hand. "Of Him,
and through Him, and to Him are all things; to
whom be glory."

Generally the trumpets \vere to be used in the day
of gladness, in their solemn days and in their new
moons, over their burnt offerings and over their peace
offerings, "And they shall be to you for a memorial.
before your God," v. 10.
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FULL PROVISION. ALL TO BE ENTERED INT9 WITH

JEHOVAH.

How blessedly they were provided for! Whether a
day of joy or solemnities, or of revival of truths, as
symbolized by the new moon emerging from its hiding
place into a position where it can again catch up and
reflect the light of the sun, they were called around
Jehovah to enter into it with Himself. How little
were they actually used over their sacrifices in the
wilderness! " Oh, ye house of Israel, have ye offered
unto me slain beasts and sacrifices by the space of
forty years in the wilderness?" Alas, no! Moloch
and Remphan had received their homage, and Jehovah
little else than the official sacrifices. Y~t we have here
to do with the blessed provision of His grace for us,
and how He sets us up for the wilderness, May He
teach us more really to use it. His testimony is not
lacking for faith, for times of joy and communion, for
feast days and sacrifices, and for guidance in journey
ing and in war. All the movements of divine life are
produced by His Spirit in us, .by means of His
testimony. May the Lord give to-day a suited
testimony for His people-

PRESENT TESTIMONY,

that their hearts may be in right tune for His service
and His praise.

It is doubtless of all importance that our hearts
should be well instructed in the provision God has
made for the wilderness journey, to know how He has
set us up for it. We cannot have proper wilderness
experience unless we do know it, and we cannot
surely enter into experience of the land unless we
honestly accept the wilderness-a place where there is
no resource but God. Let none affect to despise
wilderness truth and wilderness experience. All was
known there. While the priests' feet trod the sands
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of the desert, they lifted up their" heads in all the
mysteries of the Holiest of all. We cannot reach
heaven itself until actually "there, but we may ex
perience the joy of it while here in the wilderness. "

Too" often, alas! this is lost, and an improper
experience is ours, as the people failed at once when
they moved from Horeb and brought upon themselves
thirty-eight years of penal wanderings. How little
then they" knew of Jehovah's proper provision for"
them! Notwithstanding, His grace followed them
and makes provision in failure for a fresh start.

We have then, set forth here, that there must be
moral "conformity to the basis of God's dealings: with
us in the Passover, whether in the whole company or
in a remnant; a vigilant watching of the "first indica
tion of movement in the cloud; and a circumcised
ear to detect. the ring of the silver trumpets that we
may move with Him in whom" we live. May He
give us a deepened apprehension of the presence of
the Lord, that we may know the joy of His provision
for the wilderness, and the blessing and strength
derived therefrom !

" This world is a wilderness wide! "
\Ve have nothing to seek or to choose;

We've no thought in the waste to abide;
We have nought to regret, nor to lose.

, , The, Lord is Himself gone before;
He has marked. out the path that we tread;

It's as sure as the love we adore;
We have nothing to fear, nor to dread."

". "
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