
TRUTH FOR THE TIME;

CPART II.}

BEING

NOTES OF ADDRESSES

AT QUEMERFORD, MAY, 1889.

.
REVISED.

LONDON:

G. MORRISH 20, PATERNOSTER SQUARE.





CONTENTS.

THE POWER FROM ON' HIGH· J. B. S.

THE SPRING AND E~D OF OUR RESOURCES J. B.

FAITH'S ENCOURAGEMENT IN EVIL DAYS W.,T. P. W.

STANDING AND STATE

THE PATHER'S THINGS

MORAL CLEANSIN'G

THE Bony OF LIGHT

THE SECRET OF EFFECTIVE l-IINISTRY - ,

OUR F4ILURE AND HIS GRACE

J. S. O.

F. E. L

'l'. B .. R..

~. B. S.

GEl).. C.

J. R. B.

1

15

27

3it

44

.54

6~

85

91

PREPARATION FOR THE RECEPTION OF THE

TRUTH F. n. B. 95

" AFTER THESE THDGS ••• AND ON' THIS

WISE'" - W. G. B. 99

THE HEAVENLY COLOUR F. E. R. 114

THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHElt AND

THE SON F. E. R. 1~5





THE PO\JVER FROM ON HIGH.
JOHll XIV. 2G AND XV. 2(j.

ANY simple reader can see the distinction between
these two verses, but there is much involved in
that distinction. In the one, the Holy Ghost is.
sent by the Father; in the other, the Holy Ghost
is slmt by the glorified Christ. If you accept the
distinction, and then wait on the Lord, He will
open it out to you. What is the importance of it?
What is invol ved in the distinction? I am not.
going to say much upon the distinction, but tu
l'ecord the history of the Spirit's services.

In chapter xiv. 26 the Father sends Hill'.
That, you remark, is announced at the supper­
table. The blessed Lord announces to the
disciples the sending of the Holy Ghost b:'
the Father whilst they were at the supper­
table. Chapters xiii. and xiv. both give what
transpires there. He and His own are seen
there, a'l in a family circle, apart altogether from
the world. Indeed, all John's Gospel represents
Christ and those brought to know Him by the
Father, as altogether outside man anq earth.
There is nothing in this Gospel relating to OUI'

being subjects on the earth, such as we find in
the Epistle to the Romans. John presents Christ.
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.and His own-God's circle. In chapters xiii. and
xiv. we have God's people; we are inside. True,
there were elements of disturbance; there was
the treachery of Judas, and the unfaithfulness
,of Peter. But we are there inside. The last
verse of chapter xiv.: "Arise, let us go hence,"
intimates leaving this enclosure for a more out­
ward course. Vole are in the street now, out­
'Side the enclosure of chapter xiv., where the Lord
is with His own. You get all the comfort inside,
the preparation for confronting the world outside.

r do not think of interpreting these scriptures,
'but I desire to dwell especially on th€ resources
which now belong to us. I would seek to arrest
:saints, even the youngest, with the immense im­
portance of those resources.

John's Gospel, if not the last book written, was
very nearly the last, and God sets forth there
how His support remains the same. It is not a
-question of what we are, but of what God is, and
<>f what we have in Him. It is an immense
'Comfort to turn to the wonderful resources we
have in Him. There may be great deficiency in
availing ourselves of them, but it is a great cheer
to my soul to know that (as a general might say)
"My resources are complete." Talk of feebleness
<>r of declension, r admit it fully; but I do not
admit that there is any lack in the resources. r
look up to God and see the resources as great as
ever. It is as true for the believer this day
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as it was the first day, that the Holy Ghost is her e
sent from the Father to glorify Christ. You
remark, the Father sends Him in the Son's
name. It is not so much to support them on
the earth, as to lift them out of it; to make them
realise that which Jesus Himself had when here,
though they were in a place in which they could
-expect nothing, either from the place, or from the
man. It is a wonderful thing to learn that I am in
a place from which I get nothing, or from the man
that is in that place. I am here as an Australian
might be in this country. I ask him, "Where
are your interests?" He replies, "They are all
in Australia." We are sent here for a purpose;
we are all missionaries. Your duties are only
<Iiscipline to fit you for the Lord's service. It is
-our Lord's will to fit us for His' own service, and
He puts us in different circles and responsibilities.
The more you are for Him, the more He will cut
.away from you all that debars you from being for
Him fully. Do you think Paul knew when in
the third heaven, "I shall lose all my great
abilities when I come down." He never dreamt
of it! But when he comes down, he says, " Lest
I should he puffed up there was given me a
thorn in the flesh." " We who live are al ways
delivered unto death for Jesus' sake." "AlwnY8."
I never saw any man yet get any advance in
the knowledge of Christ who did not get at the
same time severance from the thing that would
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hinder his being the expression of it. A monk
or a nun thinks he can sever himself from it. An
ascetics are on that ground. But no! nothing
but God's own hand can do it; and He will
touch something that perhaps you know nothing­
about; something you little expect; but He knows
all about it. He knows how to touch, and His
own hand does it. This is a little away from
my subject.

To return, I propose to go on with the history.
Chapter xv. 26: " He shall testify of me." The
word "He" is very emphatic. Any ordinary writer­
would have said, " You shall testify of me." We
get that in the last verse, where it is said, " Ye
also shall bear witness." But it is not only that
the disciples who had known Him on earth
should bear testimony to Him, but there should
be the distinct testimony of this divine Person
from heaven. vVe have to do with a testimony
from heaven. "He shall testify of me." He
uses the vessel, but He shews it is not you but
the Holy Ghost. He is the "power from on high.'~

Most books on this su bject do not go beyond the
sending of the Holy Ghost by the Father. But.
that, as I have said, is more in relation to your­
self. Here (chap. xv. 20) it is in relation to
Himself. I do not think you can have the com­
fort of the Holy Ghost, as sent by the Father in
chapter xiv., if you do not know Him as sent by
the Son in chapter xv. I do not, of course, mean
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that you have not the Spirit of God; but you will
not have the power of the Spirit to comfort, as in
chapter xiv., if you avoid the position of a witness
of Christ on earth, and do not accept Him as sent
in chapter xv. In chapter xiv. it is all for
yourself individually. In chapter xv., the Holy
Ghost makes you a witness of Christ; you can
effect nothing yourself; the Holy Ghost witnesses
through you.

I turn to chapter xvi. to explain what I
mean. We are not inside now, where we are
prepared for service. There is a difference be­
tween preparation and the testimony. You
have to learn inside, you are there prepareJ, but
you go outside to bear witness for Him. If you
are not prepared you will not be in testimony;
you are prepared inside. A soldier does not go
to battle to learn to be a soldier. He is taught
that in barracks. Chapter xvi. is the battle
field. The Holy Ghost is in distinct testimony
against the world. What then is our position?
We should be like the armed men going rounel
Jericho. Which are yon, Jericho or the armed
men? They never struck a blow, but there was
a very distinct declaration-that is .Tericho­
that is the obstruction; they were witnesses
against it. There is God's organi~ation and
man's organisation. The world is man's organisa­
tion. I am here for a glorified Christ; I come
out from inside, having learnt the blessedness of
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His comfort; I come out as a witness of the
exalted Man. And what is my position? I con­
front the world because I belong to another order
of things altogether. I am the very opposite of the
world. What has the church done? She gave up
the power of the Holy Ghost, and accepted the
power of the ·world-Rome-the fourth Beast.
She will get plenty of it. The Beast will yet
carry the harlot, ami will turn round and hate
her, and burn her with fire. The church gave up
the power of God and accepted the power of the
world. \Ve cannot, as witnesses for Christ
against the world, use the means and power of
the world. If one were to say, " I use every means
I have at my disposal for the service of God,"
well then I should say, you weakened your
work. Paul, when he came first into Europe (Acts
xvi.), is a voice to us. Paul "vould not accept
countenance from the woman with the spirit of
divination; consequently. the world opposed him,
but God signalised him. Instead of any concession
to the god of this world, he is a witness against
him. The Huly Ghost is an incontrovertible
witness against the world. He exposes the guilt
of the world as an advocate would expose the
guilt of a culprit. I would not read the statistics
of crime to find out what the world is; this one
scripture tells it. The Holy Ghost is here, an
abiding witness of the state-the sin of the
world. You must go to heaven for righteousness;



THE POWER FROM ON HIGH. 7

there is none here. As to judgment, the prince
of this world is judged.

Correspondingly with this, let me turn to­
verse 14 of chapter xvi. A remarkable com­
munication is there made which we do not get in
chapter xiv., and which is only known to the one
who is standing in testimony. "He shall glorify
me." But that is not all: you have lost the world,
but He will take of mine and shew it unto you. In
chapter xiv., you get your place only. Now you
find that the One your heart is set upon will be
gloritied. "He shall glorify me: for he shall
receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you." "All
tbinzs that the Father hath al'e mine: therefore
said I, that he shall take of mine and shall shew
it unto you." It is in keepin;.!; with Paul's.
word, " Eye hath not seen, nor eal' heard, neither
have entel'ed into the heart of man the things
which God hath prepared for them that love
him; but God lwth Te1o'ealetl them unto 11,S by'
his Spirit, for the Spirit searcheth all things;.
yea, the deep things of God." You say, If I
were with the Holy Ghost I should be outside
the world ? Yes; but you would find that He
would delight your heart, for He would glorify
Christ. The things where Christ is would be
made known to you. You have lost the world ;.
but heaven and heavenly things are given to you.
" God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit.>
I have heard that passage quoted as if it were.
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~aid, "He shall take of me," as if it was Christ
Himself. But no, it is "take of mine." "All
things that the Father hath are mine: therefore
said I, he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto
you." You see he is bringing in heavenly things
in contrast with the world and its things. It is
the prerogative of the Holy Ghost to bring our
souls into acquaintance with these heavenly
things. You are confronting the world, standing
in opposition to it; I do not say aggressively,
but you are standing in moral distinction from
it. The world is man's organisation, and I am
standing apart from it; I belong to another order
of things; I belong to Christ in heaven; and
practically, I am called to be here for Him on
the earth.

The gospel narrative shews how the Father
can lift you out of every pressure here. Will
He feed me? Yes. Will He clothe me? Yes.
He cares for me perfectly ~ What I learn is how
the Father's heart is for me, not to set me up
in the world, but to lift me out of it.

I turn now to Acts vii., going on with the
hiRtory of the Holy Ghost. Here we have our
charter, if I may so say. Read verse 55: "But
he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up sted­
lastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and
~esus standing on the right hand of God." Here
I get a very distinct work of the Holy Ghost,
and one of the deepest importance. Until you un-
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<1erstand this, you do not understand your position
in Christ on the earth; and you could not under­
stand the new order of things, the new centre.
Here the fact is disclosed that the old order
-of things is over; not the world simply, but
.all here nominally for God. It is not only
the pagan world, but the religious world as we
eall it. The old order upon earth comes to a
dose. A most wonderful thing happened. The
first witness who had been recounting to Israel
how they had failed up to that moment from
the days of Abraham, now discloses, "Ye do
.always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did,
so do ye." What now? That man, a man of
faith, inaugurates an entirely new order of
things. Stephen is the first witness of the new
-order. Witness and martyr are the same word.
He looks up stedfastly into heaven; he sees
Jesus, "the glory of God, and Jesus." That is
the first time that ever a man on earth saw a
Man in heaven. And now a Man in heaven is
seen in connection with the glory of God. It is
the fulfilment of the prophecy of Ezekiel. In
vision, Ezekiel saw the appearance of a man in
the brightest spot of the glory. (Ezek. i. 26.) I
trust that everyone here is delighted to know that
there is a Man in heaven. This witness-Stephen
saw Him, and he turns round and tells what he
knows, not what he has read, but what he knows.
He says, "I see the Son of man standing on the



10 THE POWER FROM ON HIGH.

right hand of God." Do you believe that? It i.;;.
a solemn question for us here. The word of God
tells us what to believe. In believing, we have
the virtue of it; not only the food, but the fooel
appropriated. I believe that there is a Man in
heaven. The old order is over. Stephen in a
moment is transformed. A wonderful moment t
He himself had, like the rest, been looking for
the Lord to come from glory that the times of
refreshing might come from the presence of the
Lord. But now he has a new centre, a new
metropolis; and that is, the Man at the right hand
of God. He turns round and says, " I see the Son
of man standing on the right hand of God."
What did the religious world think of it? Not
the mob, remember, but the concentrated ability
of the Jewish system. What uid they do?
They ran upon him with one accord and cast
him out of the city and stoned him. The religious
world would not accept the Man in glory, but
stoned Stephen the witness of it. And it is the
same to this day. People may enjoy forgiveness
of sins, and approve of good works, perhaps even
separation from religious systems, but there is a.
great reluctance to leave earth for heaven.
Hence it is only the man that ha.'! crossed the
Jordan who is able to conquer the man here.
Those who crossed the Jordan (Joshua iii. 10)
were able to confront the seven nations of
Cana-an-the complete power of man. You cross
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Jordan as a dead man; dead with Christ.
Stephen crossed; he reached his place in heaven,.
given him of God, and hence he could triumph­
antly surmount everything here, even unto death.
We (~Te brought to God; Christ is in heaven, and
as we are dead with Him, we are over Jordan.
But I say, Who likes to be dead? to be out of the
world altogether in spirit? to break company
with things here, and find that he belong!; to
another scene-who like!; it ? Well, it is the
Spirit's work. Flesh does not like it. The Holy
Ghost in me desires it. The company of the
Lord there makes the heart, led by the Spirit,.
to delight in being there.

I turn now to Acts ix. The new order is
begun; the old order is over. Everything comes
out new from this, the gospel and the church.
You say, The gospel was preached before this.
Ycs; but not the gospel of the glory of Christ.
At Paul's conversion you get the gospel and the
church. The new order is come. It is the break of
day of the new order; it shines upon the earth.
And what is it? A Man in heaven! I have but one
Man, a Man in heaven. He is my life; He is
my joy; He is my counsellor, my all; He is the
One I have to study; and as I do, I am right
upon the earth in everything. I get all my in­
struction from Him. He is the only One.

In the conversion of Saul of Tarsus the light.
came out ofheaven; that is, the light of the gospel
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of the glory of Christ. That is the first part; and
the finish is, he received the Holy Ghost. That is
power from on high. When the Lord said,
"Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?" the
church was revealed. Christ can call the saints
4' me" because we are His body. But let me try
to explain this wonderful thing. I learn from
Stephen that by the Holy Ghost he saw Christ in
heaven. And next, that I am to describe Him on
.earth; that is HIY simple duty. The first desire of
love is to be in the company of its object; the
second, to be like Him, conformed to His image.
We first enjoy company and then identification.
That is the consummation of love. What Elijah
.could not do for Elisha the Spirit does for us. The
Spirit desires that we should be descriptive of the
heavenly Man here. How can that be? Now I
come to Ephesians. The body of Christ here upon
earth in the power of the Spirit is descriptive of
the heavenly Man. If you catch the idea it will be
wonderful cheer to your heart. The important
thing is-Christ is rejected upon earth; Hi3 own
a.re here in the place of His rejection, but are
united to Him in heaven. What then are you?
You are a member of Christ's body; you are here
to describe Him who is in heaven. One member
could not do it; hence, every member is neces­
sary, therefore it is the body; and the more you
understand it, the more you would labour that the
body should be in order. 'The very contemplation
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of it does one good. The church, as has been said,
is like a beautiful full-blown white rose; the very
thought of it helps you. The world has rejected
Christ. The church is to be a beautiful expres­
sion of what is entirely unique. The apostle
had this in his mind in Ephesiana iii" when he
saYR, "To make all men see what iJ the adminis­
tration of the mystery," not the" fellowship."
The body of Christ is to be the expression of the
Man in heaven, in heavenly beauty here in the
very place where Christ was rejectild. It is thi&
that exasperates Satan.

The Apostle having prayed in c11apter i. that
the saints might know the power that had
wrought towards them, in having borne them
up in Christ to the heights where He is, he
prays in chapter iii. that they might know the
power that worh -in them, to enable them to ex­
press Him here; and in verse 17, you get to the­
highest point: "That Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith." Now you are learning the
power that brought you into association with
Christ, and that same power enables you to
express Him down here. Rut like Stephen yOIL
must enter into the effect of this power. That is.
the prayer in the end of Ephesians iii. The
power is there in you.

From chapter iv. to vi. 10 you are told the
character in which you are to behave in every
relationship of life.
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I pass on to verse 10 of chapter vi. "Finally,
my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in
the power of his might. Put on the whole
.armour of God, &c." "Stand therefore." How are
you to stand? What i'l your position? I have
already tried to describe it. It is like the
.armed men around Jericho. Many preach and
lecture upon the armour who do not enter tl:e
battle field. You may know all about the
weapons without facing the foe. True you have
-to learn them. "He taught them the use of the
bow." But do not think you are facing the foe
when you are earthly, and occupied with earthly
things. If you are in the battle field you have
taken the place of a dead man. N010 you can
face the foe. 'Vhat sort of a man are you now?
You have the armour on. "Take unto you the
whole armour of God." The characteristics
11ere are very striking. In the face of Satan I
.am armed, but to God I am praying; that is
my place with God; for Satan armour, for God
prayer. The Apostle asks for himself "that
utterance may be given unto me." If this prayer
was necessary for him, how much more for the
servants in this day.

I ask for you, and I ask for myself, that we
may understand the nature of our position
now for Christ on earth, and be ever assured
that the Holy Ghost is here; and that all the re­
sources are with us, for His name sake !-J. B. S.



THE SPRING AND END OF OUR
HESOURCES.

EPIIESIAl<S n. 19-23 AND IV. 1-16.

HERE, beloved brethren, we get another conse­
quence of the Holy Ghost being down here, and
another character of responsibility connected
with it; and it is very blessed to see the way in
which the resources answering to this respomii­
bility have their spring and character in the
love of the Lord Jesus Christ, and His desires
for His body-the church.

Chapter ii. is the house aspect of the church
of God rather than the Holy Ghost forming the
body; it speaks of the saints being lluilded
together for an habitation of God through the
Spirit. Chapter iii. brings in the mystery-the
body of Christ; and in chapter iv. we get an
-exhortation embracing both thoughts. The saints
are exhorted as to the character, tone, and spirit
which becomes them in giving diligence to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of
peace.

The truth in chapter iv. is an immense comfort
to our souls in connection with what our brother
has been bringing before us, and I deeply thank
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God for any sense we get of the resources of:"
God fOl' His people in their individual or collec­
tive need. While one is sadly conscious of our
individual and collective history, in their failure
to answer to our heavenly calling, surely we
need to refuse the thought that this has in any
wise alter0d the character of our calling, or the
abiding sufficiency of the resources for faith, and
a faithful walk, that are ever found "in the
grace which is in Christ Jesus." Then I can
look at failure in its full light ; I am not afraid
to look at it, or to allow my heart to be rightly
touched by it. I have no need to hide from
myself the state of the church of God when I
have in my soul a distinct sense that the L01,d 'i3
equal for the moment.

We find what is prominent here in Ephesians
iv. 7-1G i" the hear~ of Christ as the give)', with
His body, the church, before Him here on earth
in all the reality of the need of each member
with a view to the blessing of all. He has first
led captivity ca.ptive, and receives gifts as a.
Man, now uses this fruit of His victory for the
edifying of His body, the church, in this scene
where Satan's seat is; and the comfort to the
hearts of those who would keep His word, and
not deny His name in an evil day is, that how­
ever sadly the church in leaving her first love
has failed to answer to His desires for her here,
yet His love and its resources are unchanged and
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unchangeable, and in the exercise of this same
love and power He will "present to himself a
glorious church." But will our faith embrace
'Only that bright day for the heart of our Lord,
and deny Him the joy now of being found here
in the midst of two or three gathered to His
name, whose hearts, in communion with His own,
have learnt to feel becomingly the present state
'Of His church; and giving diligence to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace
would practically say "Amen" to the voice of
the Spirit-cc One body and one Spirit ?"

He who has seen the end from the beginning
has forewarned us of the day in which our lot is
east, and, in doing so, has marked out for faith
and the faithful His path for us in the midst of
the confusion which the will of man has wrought,
setting before faith an opened door that no one
can shut; so that we may do His will, and, as
" the fruit of the light," "proving what is agree­
able to the Lord." Our loins girt about with the
truth, neither our thoughts nor our feet partake
'Of the confusion.

In chapter ii. Jew and Gentile have access by
one Spirit to the Father . . builded together
for an habitation of God through the Spid t. We
also know that we are members of the body of
Christ, and members one of another, and you
will find that the first part of this exhortation
has referen::e to that calling. Chapter iv. is
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divided into two parts; the first part, which I
read, closed at verse 16. After that it is individual,
and you get the moral character of the individual
saint down here; but the former part of the
chapter has to do with our corporate calling-.

In Ephesians i. I get the counsels of God. The
blessings are individual till we come to the last
verse of chapter i., where the thought of what is
corporate is introduced with the place given to
the Man of God's counsels. Not only has God
raised Him from the dead and seated Him at
His right hand, far above all principalities and
powers and every name that is named, but also
He has made Him head over all things to the
church which is His body, the fulness of Him
that filleth all in all. But the first part is God
having chosen us in Christ Jesus that we should
be holy and without blame before Him in love;
second, He has predestinated us unto the adoption
of children by Christ Jesus unto Himself; and
then the third thing is the inheritance which
comes in, in connection with redemption.

In Colossians you get the worthiness more con­
nected with an individual path-to know His.
will and to walk worthy of the L01'd unto all
pleasing, fruitful in every good work, and increas­
ing by the knowledge of God. Here it is that
we should walk worthy of the vocation where­
with we are called, in all lowliness and meekness,
&c. That is what touches us very closely. I
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think you will bear with me if I say, I think
there are many who can make a bold stand with
reference to the world in some of its associations,
who act with the Holy Ghost in regard to the
spirit of the world generally, and freely own io
having failed in going along with the Spirit of
God as to the exhortation we have here. Our
own souls have to feel it and own it in lookinp'. ~

at things as they are to-day. Nothing comes in
to hinder the giving" diligence to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace" so
much as links with the world, where avenues
are open to the world, in one form or another,
and through them has been introduced the spirit
of the world, which is one of selfishnesi: and inde­
pendence, and not one that contributes to walking
together in the uniting bond of peace. It is
only as we are walking in the presence of God
that we can know anything of the spirit in which
this unity is maintained. It is the Rense of whom
God is, forming me ; the sense of where we are,
that will produce this spirit of lowliness and
meekness which you see in perfection in the
blessed Lord down here "With long­
suffering, forbearing one another in love, en­
deavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the uniting bond of peace."

Well, I have a feeling about speaking of this,
beloved brethren; it is so plain, so searching, it
comes so home to us. One does not like to
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attempt, even if one could, to unfold it in any
way. It speaks so solemnly to us as to what
this other responsibility is in connection with
the Spirit of God down here.

Most of you wiII have noticed (Acts iv.32-35)
what was one of the first manifested moral
results of the presence of the Holy Ghost down
here-unselfishness, finding its expression in
temporal things; and you wiII also have seen that
the first publicly manifested sin in the church
was a selfish breach by Ananias and Sapphira,
who lied to the Holy Ghost, in seeking to get a
credit for devotedness without the cost. Truly,
" The flesh lusteth against the Spirit."

The same spirit of selfishness betrays itself
againat Corinth,onlythereina worse form,in using
the manifestations of the Spirit of God for self­
display, rather than the edification of the church;
though 1 Corinthians xii. 7 shews the profit of all
to be the end of the Lord through these manifesta­
tions. This is most in'itructively rebuked in the
voice of 1 Corinthians xiii., where they are con­
fronted with Love, God's essential cha.racter, and
presented here in fifteen lovely qualities, which
are each the opposite of the spirit manifested in
the assembly at Corinth. Every pretension to
what i'l spiritual is tested here by Love in its
spring and fruit. Love edifies. And in the four­
teenth chapter, where this principle is applied
to everything done in the assembly, it is most
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profitable and searching to learn the place that
the edification of the saints has in the mind of
the Lord. He is jealous for it. Where the Spirit
of God is really free and unhindered by selfish
flesh, it is thus He manifests Himself.

One might ask what bearing has the truth of
1 Corinthians xiii. on the state of confusion in that
assembly? It cuts the root of it all by introduc­
ing God, whose Spirit was acting among them,
in His true nature, and thus supplying the only
true test by which what was suited to Him
might be known.

It is instructive to notice how distinctly indi­
vidual privilege and responsibility are in view
side by side with the three circles of unity in
verses 4, 5, 6, for in verse 7 we learn how each
member has received gifts according to the mea­
sure in which the ascended Head has been pleased
to bestow them j and elsewhere we learn that the
purpose of the Lord in bestowing these gifts is
for the mutual edification of the body; and if
these gifts are from the ascended glorified Man
at God's right hand, we are reminded that He
received them as the One who in death led
captivity captive, and thus our hearts are touched
with the sense of the cost at which this ministry
is supplied, and He fills all things. He not only
sets us free from the captivity in which He found
us, but, as His freed ones, cares thus for us. And
to this end has given to the church the gifts of
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verse 11, that His saints migoht one by one be
led up to the knowledge of Himself, where, and
as He is, to the unity of the faith-the measure
of the Rtature of the fulness of Christ, to a full­
grown man; and this is individual and present,
the same thought as in Philippians iii. 15, 1 Co­
rinthians ii. G.

Now we must stop and ask ourselves how far
we are laid hoM of by and respond to these
desires of our blessed Lord; for it is only as we
have, through His grace, risen up to this, that
we are each free and fitted to fill our place in
the church here to His glory. If I turn to chapter
v. of this same epistle, again I hear His desires,
acting from and for His own heart, who "loved
the church and gave Himself for it, ,in ol'der that
he might sanctify it," &c. It is this which lifts
us out of ourselves and the world, as I learn
wha.t Christ has done, is doing, and will yet do
for His own glory. And then I can say," And
is this the manner of man, 0 Lord God ?"

Not only has God been pleased to make known
to us the mystery of His will concerning the
Man of his counsels-" to head up all things in
the Christ," "in him, in whom we also have
obtained an inheritance." But the Lord Jesus
is pleased to take us into the secret of His desires
for His church here, this little while, and for
eternity, and also to give us to know the end
which the love of God has in dwelling among
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us by His Spirit, even the edification of the
.assembly; and surely it is that we might be
formed here by the knowledge of the activity
()f such love. There is a moment when God" will
be silent in His love"; now it speaks and acts so
much to call out its activities towards the world
and in the church. Have we not to own what
narrow thoughts we have of the love of God?
How prone we are to make our sense of our
need (and how little we know even that) the
measure of God's thoughts for us; how little is
the capacity for the enjoyment of His love culti­
vated by us. Are our desires for ourselves and
for each other up to this measure of the Lord's
for us? Paul was an able minister-" not of
the letter, but of the Spirit"-and could say,
"Now the Lord is that Spirit." He stal1,ed from
there-" The knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ," This he knew to be
the full purpose of the Spirit, and seeing he had
this ministry he fainted not; he desired to lead
the heart of every saint up to that" mark" which
gave himself energy and purpose of heart. This
treasure he had in an earthen vessel; and his
consciousness of what the purpose of the Lord
was for each of His saints, worked in him
mightily, to lead each heart into the knowledge
and enjoyment of this treasure; and his two
prayers for the Ephesian saints tell how he had
read and believed in the Lord's measure for them,
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for the only true desires that we have for each
other are such as we have read on the heart of
Christ; there they are suggested to me, even a~

David could say for himself (2 Sam. vii. 27-29).
" With thy blessing let the house of thy servant
be blessed for ever". "therefore hath
thy servant found in his heart to pray this
prayer unto thee." What a reality is communion
with such love!

There were two motives that moved the apostle's
heart to agonize for the saints that they should
rise up in their knowledge to the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Ohrist; one, the most
powerful, he knew it was what the Lord desired
for each: and another, that this only was the
place of safety for their hearts-cc for you it is
safe." Ephesians iv. 14 is the danger of every
one who has not risen in heart to this point, and
is the solemn answer of the Spirit of God t~

those who from various reasons, best known t~

their own hearts and consciences, are saying
"carry us not over this Jordan." In the Epistle
to the Colossians, too, the danger and its remedy
are most instructive. Before that place where
Christ sitteth becomes the home of my heart, I
must learn the language of those rays which
shine from His face, how they draw out and
encourage every desire of the new man, while
they burn up and refuse every movement of the
tlesh. I welcome their effect j I desire no veil ro
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stop them shining into my heart, nor medium
to dim them; they are all for me; no spot.
so welcomes me; my desires are formed and
strengthened there; I joy in God. "Thou art
my hiding place;" and so, beholding the glory of
the Lord with unveiled face, we are transformed
according to the same image from glory to glory.
Th1tS we grow. I have reached the point and
the power for growth. When I allow my heart
to be led by the Spirit of the Lord into His.
thoughts for me, I find e?wugh, but I cannot do
with less.

Now, if the painstaking of the Lord's love is·
so manifested for each individual saint, it is with
a view" to work of ministering," with a view to
the self-edifying and increase of the whole body,
as that lovely sixteenth verse describes" in words·
which the Holy Ghost teacheth;" and this thought
of self-edification and building up in love, to
which each member contributes, maintains each
in communion with and dependence on Him from
whom alone the manifold grace is ministered
through the members, for the body; and hence­
the agony of the apostle lest the Colossians should
be beguiled from holding the Head. One delights.
to see that whether this truth is presented from
the Ephesian side, where the love of Christ as­
the triumphant Man desires and gives suitably~

or from the Corinthian view, where the Holy
Ghost distributes to every man severally as H~
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will, the purpose and issue is one, for the edifica­
tion of the body of Christ. While one sits
before the Lord, and allows these things to speak
to our hearts and consciences, we Soon find our­
.selves on our knees, and thankful for such a
result, and that we can count on the same grace
that awakens these desires, to meet us, in giving
them practical expression, and fitting us better
to be able to help each other to answer to His
.desires for us.

J. B.



FAITH'S ENCOURAGEMENT

IN EVIL DAYS.
JUDE 17-25.

IT is quite clear the Apostle Jude writes for and
contemplates the last state of things: what comes
under the Lord's eye, and what the saints have
to meet. He is shewing the resources are the
same even to the very end, when such a state of
things arrives as is depicted in the earlier verses
of the epistle. This we see thoroughly fulfilled
in the history and present condition of the
church. But the Spirit of God gives us a word
of cheer, to carry us on at this time, when things
are outwardly and inwardly RO depressing. In
'2 Peter the Lord tells us what would be the con­
dition of things outside, in the world generally,
wherea'l Jude unfolds the corruption inside,
which is the worst kind, because it is ecclesias­
tical. In reality we have the apostasy here, that
is departure from first estate.

Jude turns round, however, and says, "But ye,
beloved, building up yourselves on your most
floly faith, prayin~ in the Holy Ghost; keep
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yourselves in the love of God, looking for the­
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal
life." Four sweet words-"Builcling," "pmy­
ing," " keep," " loolcing." " Building "-take care
you do not pull down. What the Spirit pre­
scribes here is building-; this is beautiful, because
he is describing decay, and dissolution, as the
fruit of the corruption all around. Faith is
peculiarly sweet to the eye of the Lord when all
is going to ruins. \\That is the warrant for a
meeting like this? "Building yourselves up."

It is the end here, and there is a resource
which is competent for the state of things, and
enough to keep the saints joyful. Joy in the
Holy Ghost is the position of the saints always.
Is it not to be the same now? Surely. As the
history of God's people darkens, God ever raises
a light; the deeper the darkness, the brighter the
light. This principle is sweetly illustrated in the
Old Testament, and I turn to three scriptures
which shew that the greater the ruin, the
brighter the light, where faith was operative.

First, 2 Chronicles xxx. Things were bad
enough in Hezekiah's day, with doors shut, and
lamps put out, but he addresses all the people of
God, and they got together and kept the pass­
over on the 14th day of the second month, taking
advantage of a privilege God allowed. (See N UID.

ix.13.) "Great gladness" prevailed, so they deter­
mined to have other seven days, and we read
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~'they kept other seven days with gladness."
{xxx. 23.) Hezekiah got simply before the
Lord, and as a simple and natural consequence,
« there was great joy in Jerusalem; for since the
time of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel,
there was not the like in Jerusalem." (Vel'. 2G.)

They were very palmy days in Solomon's reign,
.Qoubtless, but these were even better than they.
You find, too, that when all were thoroughly
happy before the Lord, they began to get oc­
-cupied with the Lord's interests. The people
brought in the tithe of all things" abundantly,"
.and the priests and Levites were" encouraged."
(xxxi. 4, 5.) When they began to give, the Lord
began to bless. As the joy in the Lord rises, the
interest in and care for His things break out,
and "heaps, heaps" (vel's. G, 12) meet the eye
of the gladdened king. The Lord has given
us a brightening up many a time, but, ~las!

how soon we sink down. So was it also in
Judah's history.

Secondly. Things got very low indeed till
J osiah's time. Then there was another revival.
Evil was judged. (2 Chron. xxxiv. 3, 7.) Then
". Hilkiah the priest found a book of the law of
the Lord," and H Shaphan read it before the
King." (Vel's. 14, 18.) The word of God pro­
duced repentance and humbling, and thereafter
·H J osiah kept a passover unto the Lord in
Jermlalem." (Chap. xxxv. 1.) And the record is
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given" And there was no passover like to that kept
in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet~

neither did all ,the Kings of Israel keep such a
passover as Josiah kept." (Ver.18.) It was the
most remarkable passover since the kingdom had
been established. Not even Solomon's could
approach it. What an encouragement for faith r

Thirdly. But, alas! enjoyed blessing will not
keep the soul unless the eye be single; so deeper
failure follows; the people go away again from
God, and then into captivity. God's grace,
however, never gives up His own, and through
mercy there is partial recovery in Ezra's time. A
remarkable revival occurs, and many return from
Babylon to God's earthly centre. This is but a
type of what has happened in our days, in which
the Lord has worked blessedly by His Spirit.
revived interest in His word, and gathered back
His saints to divine ground. Nehemiah, follow­
ing Ezra, begins to build his wall. That was
separation. Ezra built the temple, Nehemiah
the wall, and many true helpers had he. Nearly
all were in the work, sisters and all. Some built
two bits, notably the Tekoites (Neh. iii. 5, 27),
though of them it is said, " but their nobles put
not their necks to the work of their Lord."
(Ver. 5.) Verbum, sap. But the Lord notices
every mark of devotedness, evidenced by repair­
ing the wall, whether it be "Shallum and his
daughters" (ver. 12), or Baruch, who" ectrnestly
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repaired," (vel'. 20), or the priests "everyone
over against his house" (vel'. 28), or Meshullam
"over against his chamber" (vel'. 30), for I
suppose he was but a lodger.

Again does the word of the Lord become
precious, and heeded (chap. viii. 1-8), and what
good cheer it brought verses 9, 10 indicate, as
"this day is holy to the Lord" twice fell on
their ears, and "the joy of the Lord is your
strength" was the trumpet call of the Spirit.
"The joy of the Lord is your strength." How
b~autiful ! If our hearts are delighting in
Christ there is always strength and power, and
understanding- too, so the next thing is, they
kept the feast of tabernacles. They anticipated
the millennium; in fact, there was more ap­
prehension of the mind of the Lord at this
moment than there had c\'er been in their
previous history-for "all the congregation of
them that were come again out of the caRtivity
made booths, and sat under the booths; for since
the days of Joshua, the son of Nun, unto that
day, had not the children of Israel done so.
And there was very great gladness." (Vel'. 17.)
Never in the brightest day of kingly power did
such a thing happen. I just shew thi~ principle
in the history of God'~ people, that if there be
faith, and a desire to follow His word, the darker
the day, the brighter will be the blessing, if
there is only obedience; and. the further into the
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ruin you trace them, the bolder does faith
become in its action.

In Jude, who speaks of days of church ruin and
failure, we are encouraged to expect great things,
if only faith be in exercise. "Ye, beloved, build­
ing up yourselves on your most holy faith." This
€vidently is the revelation of God. Christianity
as such-on which we fire to build. The trowel
is ever to be in the hand; "building up," not
pulling down, is our business.

Our brother was speaking this morning of the
Holy Ghost as the Testifier of Jesus, and here
the Spirit of God is the abiding spring of power,
-€videnced by our having none, and, therefore, in
dependence, we are to be found" praying in the
Holy Ghost." Joy in the Spirit, is the result of
,our yielding ourselves unreservedly to the care
of this abiding Comforter of our heart. We
shall thus only be kept to the end, walking in
"the communion of the Holy Ghost" and "the
,comfort of the Spirit." We were exhorted to
love this morning, but how can it be maintained?
Here we get it: "Keep yourselves in the love of
God." Yourselves the objects of love; born of
God, you cannot help loving. If kept in the
enjoyment of the Lord's love, it flows out, you
-cannot help it, it is no effort. No apple-tree
tries to grow apples. Do not try to be any­
thing; you keep yourself in the love of God,
and you will be like the Son of God; you cannot
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help it. The atmosphere we live in will tell
'Upon us, just as the ointment on Aaron's head
went down to the skirts of his garments and
·ditfuseci. an odour wherever he went. If we get
near to the Lord -we shall carry away some of
the savour of His presence. "Ve always become
like the thing we are occupied with.

« Looking for the mercy of anI' Loftl Jesus
Christ." Not the Lord's coming exactly, but the
-effect of it. It is connected with our being
taken out of this scene, and into our home
-heaven. We know we are welcome there­
that it is our home: the Spirit even now conducts
-our hearts there; the more you go, the more you
get the sense of the welcome there.

Christ is there, and Paul was always pressing
thither by the pathway of resurrection from
.among the dead. It was his goal. When you
wake up in His likeness you will say, " Bless the
Lord, His mercy endureth for ever." The cl'eepest
desire of the heart will be gratified when we
reach the spot the Lord is carrying us to. Do
you mean it is not a mercy? It is the greatest
mercy the Lord can bestow upon us. \Ve have
to serve here, and He is to be manifested in LlS.

But if every saint here were caught up this
afternoon before four o'clock, each would draw a
deep breath and say, "Thank God, that is the
greatest mercy I have ever known; I am out of
.the world for ever, I am with the Lord, and like
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Him, and shall never wander from, or be unlike
Him again." The Lord, in His grace, keep US7

and encourage our hearts to go on " Looking."
How beautifully the epistle closes with a

doxology of triumph, "Now unto him that is­
able to keep you from falling, and to present
you faultless before the presence of his glory
with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and ever. Amen." Is not
that thought lovely? " Wi th exceeding joy."
That is not ourE', but the joy on His part, when
He presents to Himself that Church He has
lC1Ved, and cherished so faithfully these 1800
years. It will be the day of the gladness of
Ris heart.

The Lord keep us "building" (do not drop
the trowel!) "Keeping" .... "Praying in the
Holy Ghost," and then" looking." That fills up
the whole life of the saint, and the next thing iS7

we find ourselves gathered there in the cloudless.
perfection of His own presence.

Well may we sing,

"Lord, haste that day of cloudless ray.
That prospect bright, unfailing;

Where God shall shine in light divine,
In glory never fading."

W. T. P. W.



STANDING AND STATE.
NUMBERS XXIII. 1-23; xxv. 1-3, 10-13.

OUR brothel' has been bringing before us the
resources of faith in an evil day, and revivals
in the history of the people of God. A revival
in the hearts of God's people is, I think, con­
nected by faith with original standing, and is
a result of going back to the start. or beginning.
1: have read these two passages, because one
brings before us the st.anding and the other
the state of the people of God.

God never changes: "I am the Lord, I change
not;" and it is of all-importance in an evil day
that we sh.)uld never forget the original ground
on which God had to say to His people, and
which enabled Him to give them a st.anding
in grace before Him suited to Himself. Faith
invariably goes back to the beginning, not only
to the unchangeable standing in grace, but to
the start upon eart.h, and this is the way to
measure departure in an evil day.

Now what is the meaning of an evil day?
Well, one thing is cert.ain. It is a day of
departure from God, a day in which the state
of the people of God does not agree wit.h their
standing, or rather is a denial of their standing
through unjudged evil. We have two things:
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the unclumgeable standing which grace gives,
and the start or original day on the earth.

Y011 get an illustration of the principle in the
history of Israel and the churches. Israel is
brought to God, and freed from the power of
the foe, to go on with God into' the place of
His purpose; and God has to say of Israel in
Jeremiah, "I had planted thee a noble vine,
wholly a right seed; how then art thou turned
into the degenerate plant of a strange vine
to me?"

The church has a perfect standing before God
in Ohrist, and then it is set up as a witness on
the earth. You get its history in Revelation ii.
and iii. It leaves its first love, allows evil and
false doctrine, and gets into association with
the world, until it has a name to live and is
dead, and the threat comes: "If thou shalt not
watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou
shalt not know what hour I will come upon
thee."

That illustrates the principle. If we know
the ground on which God has given His people
a standing in grace suited to Himself which is
unchangeable, .we never can rest satisfied with a.
state of things which denies both the standing
and the ground of it j so faith reverts to the
standing and the ground on which God gave
it, and that is the cross.

Oonfession marks a remnant; they are in the
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reality of the state of things; they take up the
true state of the people of God as a whole; but
we must get into the light of the presence of
God to judi{e of our state and the state of His
people. God must have reality. It is when
His people get into the place of reality before
Him that He is able to bless them. If we take
up the state of His people our faces are in the
dust, and we confess. Are we then going back
in faith to the bei{inning and taking up our
present state and the state of the church as a
p"lrpetual shame?

I am not going into the detail of these
passages, but only refer to them to illustrate
the point. In the first we have God and the
enemy of God's people. "Come, curse me Israel,"
Balak says; but God sees His people on the
ground on which grace sets them before Him.
They are blessed and shall be blessed. "I have
received commandment to bless, and he hath
blessed, and I cannot reverse it." "He hath
not beheld iniquity in Jacob, nor seen perverse­
ness in Israel." "How goodly are thy tents, 0
Jacob, and thy tabernacles, 0 Israel."

It answers to the place we get by redemption;
the unalterable standing of a people chosen by
God for Himself, so that it can be said, "If Goel
be for us, who can be against us?"

The saints need to have faith in divine prin­
ciples, for they never vary, and nothing can



38 STANDING AND STATE.

be more important than that we should get
hold of and cleave to principles of truth in a
day like this. The standing is a necessity; it is
of God, it is due to the glory of Christ. The
individual or the church, I do not care which
you say, has this uualterable standing before
God. It is the fruit of God's having been in­
finitely glorified in the cross by the death of
His Son. The cross has freed Him to bless
His people according to what He is in Himself.
This is a cardinal principle about a foundation
truth never to be forgotten, and a sheet anchor
for the feeblest to cleave to in a day of difficulty.
The standing is divine, as the foundation on which
it rests is divine. God's glory has been established
by the work of the cross. If I lose this, what do
I lose? Why, everything.

But then comes the other side, the state; not
God with the enemy, and who shall condemn His
people? but God with His people, and who shall
excuse in them what He has condemned? It is
the same God in Numbers xxv. as in Numbere
xxiii.; the same people, yet how different.. In
the one" the Lord his God is with him, and the
shout of a King is among them j" in the other
we have" the anger of the Lord was kindled
against Israel," and the special commendation of
the one who unsparingly judged evil amongst
the people of God, and thus turned away Jeho­
vah's wrath and His jealousy from them.
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The very standing of the people, and their
relationship to God, necessitates the judgment
()f what is unsuitable to God. He must forget
His character, and the cross which gives His
people their standing, if He can be indifferent
to evil in their midst. But no; the principle
.applies: "You only have I known of all the
nations of the earth, therefore will I chastise you
for your iniquities." "Christ our passover is
sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the feast,
not with old leaven, neither with the leaven
()f malice and wickedness; but with the un­
leavened bread of sincerity and truth." " Let
us have j:{race whereby we may serve God
.acceptably with reverence and godly fear j for
{)ur God is a consuming fire."

Now what have we got to do in an evil day?
What have we left undone? What did the
-church omit to do? It failed to judge itself,
and that is where we are to-day: failing to
judge ourselves. If I am really walking in the
·sense of my standing and acceptance, I cannot be
indifferent to my state. Why are the people of
God mixed up with all sorts of evil? They do
not judge themselves. They are not subject to
.the word. They do not act on divine principles.
They do not go back to the start.

There are heaps of difficulties which would be
.overcome if the children of God only walked by
faith in the divine principles of truth found in
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the word. ~Iany of the saints mixed up with
evil would find the path of faith, if they only
brought n, divine principle from the word to bear
upon their circumstances. There is always light
for the path if we want to walk in it. "Thine
ears shall hear a voice behind thee, saying, This
is the way, walk ye in it." Details and questions
often only blind the eyes; but the principles of
the truth, received and acted on, clear the way
·and guide the steps in dependence on God.

One great hindrance is self-occupation, or
it may be my own interests instead' of the
interests of the people of God. "Getting fed I>

is often the extent of the soul's desire, instead of
thinking of what is due to God from His saints.
K othing is more dangerous than being the centre
of a little circle of my own-whether it be my
sen-ice, my ministry, my efforts, or my circum­
stances-instead of having the eye outside my
own circle on the glorified Man on high, and
the circle of Hi:; interests on the earth.

Ab~ence of self-judgment leads to all the
departure that is the cause of the evil day now
upon us. There is nothing more insidious than
self, hence it has to be discovered and judged.
God has left nothing unsuited to His eye un­
judged. Christ is the measure of our beauty
in the eye of God; His death the measure of
the condemnation passed on the old man. The
power of death is abolished, and life and in-
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corruptibility brought to light. We see the One
in the glory of God who is His delight; His
eye rests on Him with unchanging complacency.

Now we may travel along His perfect path­
way on earth, but where is the standing of the­
church which is united to Him by the Holy
Ghost? In heaven, not on earth. But being­
on the earth, what is the truth as it is in
Jesus which affects the Christian's walk and
practice? What says the apostle? "That ye­
henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk,_
in the vanity of their mind. Ye have not so
learned the Christ if ye have heard him, and
have been taught by him as the truth is in
Jesus, your having put off the old man, corrupt.
according to the deceitful lusts .... and your
having put on the new man, which, after God is
created in righteousness and holiness of truth."

That is our position as Christians. Our stand­
ing before God is in another Man. That blessed
One is the measure of our acceptance: "Ac­
cepted in the beloved," and He is the pattern for
our walk. And as there is practical putting off
and putting on according to this truth, there will
be the exhibition of what is according to the
new creation, though we Ileed grace every step
of the way. If we think we can do without
grace we get puffed up, and legality and pride­
come in. May we be preserved in the sense of
what grace is, and our constant need of it.
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I only wanted to present and press these two
Jloints: the perfectness of the standing in Christ
.and the ground on which it is given, and the
necessary judgment of everything inconsistent
with that standing and the original position
:in which the church was set up. Turning to
-God in an evil day on the ground of what He
:is in Himself, and of what He has made us to be
in Christ, and confession and self-judgment go
"hand in hand together. I believe we ought to
.cry to God for a ministry that deals in conscience
work. What is wanted is not more knowledge,
but to reach consciences. Why is there so little
"result amongst saints and sinners from all the
preaching and the ministry of the word? The
,answer is, conscience is not reached; the
lack of conscience work is the secret of all the
looseness and laxity of the present hour, and
ihis I would press on myself and others.

Let us never lower the standard to suit our­
:selves or the day we live in-a common snare at
the present moment; but let us go back to the
-foundation God laid in the cross, where all that
He is was glorified, and up to Christ in glory,
where we see the answer to the cross. God
..cannot take a lower standard than what suits
Him3el£ in His dealings with His people. The
.spirit of God dwells in us and makes our bodies
His temple, on the ground of the value of the
hlood shed for us, and accomplished redemption.
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We must make the Spirit of God a party to
ignoring the work of redemption if we allow
the flesh. Well may we give heed to the apostle's
word: "Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God,
by which ye have been sealed unto the day
()f redemption." Can He be indifferent to evil?
Far be tbe thought! If we allow the revival
()f the old man in any specious form, He is
grieved and bas a controversy with us, for the
ground of our blessing was the condemnation of
the flesh. May we learn to call flesh flesh, and
to judge it as such in the sight of God.

Phinehas would make no terms with evil; he
was zealous for his God. But we must begin at
home. How can we help the church if we do
not judge ourselves? The Lord grant that there
may be a ministry of Christ to reach hearts and
consciences. We shall not have to tell people
then to walk in a certain path. Where the
conscience is reached and the heart is satisfied
with an Object in heaven, the going outside the
camp bearing His reproach soon follows. It is
comforting to remember, in spite of all we see,
that God is preparing a people to wait for His
Son from heaven.

J. S. O.



THE FATHER'S THINGS.
JOHN XVI. 13-Ia, 23, 28.

I DO not think there is anyone who would not
admit that we can recognise in the New Testa­
ment what might be called two parts in the
ministry. Paul speaks of it distinctly; there was
that which he ministered to those not established,
and what he ministered to those who were" per­
feet;" he did not minister to the unestablished
what he ministered to those who were" perfect."
"We speak wisdom among them that are perfect,"
whatever the word "perfect" may mean; I do not
go into that now. One point distinguishes one
part of this ministry (1 do not quite like to speak
here of ministries) from the other; namely, that
what he ministered to the perfect were" the deep­
things of God": what we are accustomed to under­
stand by that is, that he ministered to them the­
counsels of God, the things God has purposed for
His own glory-our glory too, as far as that
goes. In connection with that he brings forward
the subject, not of what saints had, but of what
they wen. The condition of a vast number of
souls is, that they need to understand deliver­
ance; they do not apprehend the meaning and
power of the work of Christ as deliverance.
They know it as justification, but 1 do not think
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they know it as deliverance. So long as they
are in that state, I do not doubt the apostle
would talk to them, and we ought to do the same,
of what they have got; but with the others, the
"perfect," it is what they are. When I come to
God's purposes, and look at saints in reference to
those purposes, it is no longer a question of what
saints have got, but of what they are in relation
to them. In Ephesians it is, "May grow up
to him in all things," &c. That is not what I
have got, but 'what I am. Growth is in what I
am for God. "Holding the truth in love," and
so on. I think, in another line, we get both
things brought out in this chapter. (John xvi.)
The Lord tells the disciples what the Holy Ghost
will do. He is referring to the time of the Holy
Ohost, and is telling them what He would do.
On the one hand, He would bring before them
the Father's things, that were the Son's; and on
the other hand, they would have the freest access
to the Father, in the name of the Son. I want
just to sugge:>t these things. I do not feel I can
give a very orderly address, though each of the
subjects is vitally important. If we intend to
go on, that is what we have set before us.

One thing is very noticeable in this chapter,
and distinguishes it from chapter xiv. You do
not find in it a single "if," not a single con­
dition introduced; it is a chapter of privilege;
it brings before us God's sphere. It is not a



46 THE FATHER'S THINGS.

question of our responsible walk, or anything of
that kind; it is the sphere of the Father's things
which the Holy Ghost is to bring before the
disciples; and what marks the 'end of the chapter
is, that they would have the freest access to the
Father in the name of the Son. You will find
all the latter part of chapter xi\'. is conditional;
it is all on the ground of their walk down here.
I can understand it. The great subject of
chapter xiv. is comfort; and even what comes
out-the Son manifesting Himself, 'lnd the
Father and Son making their abode with
saints-is all as comfort in the pathway down
here. Therefore it is, in a certain sense, con­
ditional on our keeping Christ's word. It is not
attainment or anything of that kind; it is all
simple. But if they were going on in that path­
way the Lord brings to their minds the comfort.
they would have in it. But here (chap. xvi.)
there is nothing conditional. You get, if I may
say so, the free power of the Holy Ghost, hut it
is in connection with the sphere and range of
the Father's things; and this is what I want to
say a word about for a moment.

Jesus says, " All things that the Father hath
are mine." He says of the Holy Ghost, "He
shall take of mine and shall shew it unto you."
If I understand the expression at all (and I only
suggest it), when the Lord speaks of " all things
that the Father hath," it brings before us the



THE FATHER'S THINGS. 47

whole universe of bliss, the Father's purpose,
which is to be filled by the Son. Another point
is, this has been revealed to 1~8; it is real to us.
I could hardly say the same thing when the
Lord Jesus wa.'l down here, although He did
say, "All things are delivered unto me of my
Father;" but now He is exalted, glorified; and
therefore the whole range of the Father's counsels
comes to us as truth. That is a very great expres­
sion, "He shall guide you into all truth." You
say-You are leading us on to the ground of
imagination? No. I would seek to lead you on
to the ground of faUh. Christ is in glory; every­
thing is established in Him. I am not dealing
with imagination, but I would seek that our souls
may understand that expression. "All things
that the Father hath are mine," and all the range
of the Father's counsels and purposes which He­
will display in His blessed Son, who is glorified.
That comes to us in the way of tputh. It is for
faith, and not something to minister to imagina­
tion. It is revealed by the "Spirit of truth.'r
"He shall guide you into all truth." He would
bring before the hearts and minds of thl}
disciples the whole range of the Father's
counsels. That was to be the world in which
faith was to live.

I should like to say a word in connection
with this. This present world is not truth; the
principleof the world is not truth; there is nothing
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truthful about it; the world is a great falsehood,
there is no doubt about that. 'l'he god and
prince of this world is a usurper. 'Ve have to
pass through it, and the Spirit of God carries us
through it, and the grace of God keeps us, and
we experience many a inercy of God as we pass
through, but the character of the world is false.
The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the
pride of life, everything false and evil, nothing of
truth in it. The prince of the world is, as I said,
.a usurper. There is nothing of truth in this
()rganisation which we are accustomed to think
()f as the world. But everything is truth in the
Father's universe; the Father's world is what is
truth. All the counsels and purposes of the Father
.are to be fulfilled in the Son, on the ground of
redemption. He has exalted Him far above all
heavens that He may fill all things. Christ has
not only cleared the ground, but He is going to
()ccupy the ground He has cleared. He fills the
whole of God's universe. That is what the
Father has purposed, and what will be accom­
plished in the Son; and the pledge of it is, the
Son is no longer here in the place of weakness,
but in the glory of God, in the highest place, as
we get in the next chapter: "Glorify thy Son
that thy Son also may glorify thee." He was to
give the fullest effect to all that was purposed.

Tha.t was what the Spirit of truth was to bring
before the minds of the disciples. If we are in
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the power of the Spirit, that is the world in
which faith lives. It is not a world of imagina­
tion, but a world of truth. Christ is in the place
~f power and glory. If we are living here in the
faith of Christ, in the power and energy of the
Holy Ghost, I have no doubt faith will delight
itself in this vast universe of bliss. We sing of
it sometimes:

" Of the vast universe of bliss,
The Centre Thou, and Sun."

Not only is He the Head of it, He is to fill it all
.according to God's counsels. He is the Lamb of
God; He has died for it all. He takes away the
,sin of the world, and He establishes the universe
.according to God, and fills it with blessing. He
brings us to a scene of blessing of which He is
the Centre and Glory.

I only sa.y that much to bring in the latter
part of the chapter. We may put ourselves in
the place of the disciples in this chapter. We
find ourselves in the presence of God's counsels.
The first thing is this : Jesus goes to the Father.
He says," A little while, and ye shall not see
me: and, again, a little while, and ye sha.!l see me,
because I go to the, Father." A puzzle to them!
The reason He gives is of all moment-" because
I go to the Father." We should say, naturally,
that would bring to an end their seeing Him.
But no; His going to the Father really meant
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their going to the Father. He did not go back
to the Father merely for Himself. He did go
back to the Father; His place was there. He
might have gone alone for the matter of that;
but He went back in the value of redemption.
and so made a way for us there. His going
there means our going there. We have free
access to the Father. He says, " I am the way,
and the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me." And the first thing that
comes out here, is this: He is gone to the Father.
and we now have joy, 'bewuse He is gone to the
Father. That is a wonderful thing. Not'only the
whole range of God's counsels revealed, but we
have access to the Father, as the apostle puts it.
"By whom we have boldness and access, with con­
fidence, by the faith of him." The Holy Ghost
not merely conducts us through our responsible
life down here, but maintains us in liberty with
the Father, in the name of the Son. " Through
him, we both have access by one Spirit unto the
Father." Jesus went to the Father. Because of
that they would havc joy; they were not to lose
Him. It is a wonderful chapter, as opening out
a new order of things. They had known the Lord
Jesus down here, coming down, if one might so'
say, to the level of their weakness. They had
valued His company; He had revealed to them
the Father's name. But this chapter is in con­
trast to all that,; it opens out the range of divine
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glory. He was going to the Father, and because
of that they would have liberty there.

I come to another point; and mark, there are
no "if's," because it is a, question of the free
power of the Holy Ghost. He connects us with
this new order of things. "In that day ye shall
ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name,
he will give it you. Hitherto ye have asked
nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive,
that your joy may be full." It is illimitable;
and why? Because now we find ourselves in
connectioll with the scene that is to be filled
with the SOil. "My name "-that name repre­
sents the Son ia His absence; and whatever we
ask in the name of the Son, the Father will give
it to us. But we must lay hold of the first
principle of the chapter, that the Son is to fill
God's universe. The moment has not come for
that (in display), but the Son is to fillntc; we
are to be filled with Him, and now we have, the
freest liberty to ask whatever will promote the
Son in us.

It is a blessed thing to go to the Father in
liberty. I am bent upon one thing; I do not
want to do the best I can for myself in this
world; in fact, I do not care so very much about
this world, but I do care that the Son should fill
me, that He should be promoted in saints. I
want Him to displace everything in me that is
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not of Himself. It is practically" the truth as
it is in Jesus." The having" put off the old man
and put on the new." There is the displacing of
the one thing to make space for the other. The
great point is, that the Son should be promoted
in me, and the same in every other saint of God.

If you want to seize the idea, I think you
must get hold of the first part of the chapter,
that is, all the counsels of God centred in the
Son. The counsels are of the Father; the ac­
complishment of those counsels is by and in the
Son j the Holy Ghost indwells the believer, and
gives effect subjectively in the believer to those
counsels as established in the Son.

It is just those two thoughts I desire to bring
before you: what the Spirit of God would do in
the disciples; the world of faith He would bring
before them. Truth is a real thing, and these
counsels of the Father are revealed and made
true to us by the Spirit of truth. ". He shall
guide you into all truth." What a thing it is to
live in the presence of this wonderful revelation j

to be led by the Spirit of truth into these eternal
divine secrets! And then to know what the
Father desires us to be j what the Lord desired
for His disciples down here, that He might be
promoted in them; whatsoever they asked the
Father in His name He would do it.

I cannot improve the world, but I can seek
that the Son should have His fullest place in me,
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and in every saint, and that everything else
should be displaced. There is a complete end of
the old man in the cross of the Lord Jesus
Christ; and all that has to be worked out,
practically in detail, in everyone of us. We
want conscience, as we have heard, that the
truth should do its work practically, and that
the truth, as it is in Jesus, should have its place­
the disallowing of the first man, that there
should be the fullest room for the Son in our
hearts.

I only want to indicate these two thoughts
in this chapter of deepest import; it paves
the way for the prayer in the next chapter.
(Chap. xvii.) Chapter xiv. is the comfort of the
Holy Ghost; chapter xv., the testimony of the
Holy Ghost; but in chapter xvi., the Lord shews
what the Holy Ghost would do in bringing
before the minds of the disciples this new and
wonderful order of things established in Himself.

May God give us to apprehend our place in
this realm of faith-to live there. It is not a
question of what we have got; we have every­
thing. It is a question of what we are to grow
in, and of what is to be promoted in us by the
power of the Spirit of God.

F. E. R.



MORAL CLEANSING.
LEVITICUS XIV. 1-20; JOHN XIII•.1-11.

IN John xiii. we get the action of the blessed
Lord down here that we may have part with
Him. What has been brought before us already
this evening, is that wonderful place where the
Son has gone, exalted there; and now what we
learn is, that we are to have part with Him
there. This is what I desire to bring before you,
and it may be a help to many here who are
young, to see how this is brought about; because
sometimes people say, " All that is over my head,
I do not understand it." They would under­
stand, perhaps, more about the forgiveness of
sins, or what would give them peace, and rest
content with that; but it is not what I want, or
what you want, but what the Lord wants; and
the wonderful thing is, He wants our company,
He wanb us. It is not only in the deep love of
His heart He has done a work for us to give us
peace, but He wants us there, and there accord­
ing to His own mind and heart. In order to
this, we all need to learn the tender grace of His
heart in stooping to fit us for such a part, and
not only that He died to make atonement for us,
,,0 that every question has heen met, the question
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of our sins and of our sin. It is not now a
question of my sins; all that is settled, and now
we have to learn what He is, in the tender grace
that takes us up, and all the provision He has
made that we should be with Him in His own
company. I know some might say, "All that
wonderful range of the counsels of the Father I
do not understand much about." I do not sup­
pose any of us understand much about it, but
thrcugh God's grace, perhaps some of us may
have a little apprehension of what a wonderful
scene it is that has been brought before us.

Now what I desire to bring before you is,
first, the process by which we are brought into
the position of being at home in the Lord's
company, and then, in order to give us part with
Himself where He is gone, how He takes us up
each one in grace. "He took a towel and girded
Himself. After that He poureth water into a
basQn, and began to wash the disciples' feet,
and to wipe them with the towel wherewith He
was girded." (John xiii. 4, 5.) In the passage
which I read in Leviticus, notice how constantly
the word" cleansing" comes in; indeed, we call it
the" cleansing of the leper." The word atone­
ment does not come in there, nevertheless we
cannot leave it out, but the subject is far more
the moral cleansing of the person than the
putting away of sins before God. The Lord's
service in John xiii. is to wash from earthly de-
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filement those already clean. We could not
enter into the comfort of chapter xiv., nor the
testimony of chapter xv., nor the wonderful
range of the Father's things in chapter xvi.
unless we know this washing. Now the blessed
Lord can take us up, each one, just as we are. It
was settled for me many years ago. 'It came to
me just in this way. If the Lord could not take
me up just as I was, He was no Saviour for me.
But He did. He died for us, and He gives us the
sense that we belong to Him, and He has fitted
us to be with Him, and now He can so handle
and deal with us that everything unsuited to the
scene where He is, should be removed by His
own hand, so that there should be nothing to
dim the sense that we belong to it, to that won­
derful range of things. We are often much
hindered in our apprehension of it, but He can
take us up so as to give us the sense that we
belong to it; and I believe it is a wonderful
thing when the soul gets hold of that. It is not
merely that I am going to heaven, or that I
know it belongs to me, but I belong to it now.

As to the leper, I will point out two or three
things which shew how we are set upon the new
ground of being morally clean before God. The
priest went forth out of the camp to look, to
determine that the leprosy was stayed, that
there was no longer the working of the leprosy,
that is, of sin and will in us, which answers
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really to what we call conversion. The power of
God had come in, and stayed the leprosy, as it
must the working of the will and the flesh in
me. Now the point comes, how can I, who had
this working of the will, and was rendered
thoroughly unclean, have altogether a new
position? Nat, how can my sins be put away?
but, how can 1 have that part? The first point
is, we are put upon totally new ground. There
we first get liberty. It is not a question of what·
I am now; I am taken off that ground. We see
the entire condemnation of what we are in the
cross, and then we see where grace has set us.

And now, beloved young believers, just see
where grace sets you! It sets you upon the­
ground of the death and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Two birds were taken. One was·
to be killed, and the living bird was identified
with the dead bird; it was dipped in the blood of
the dead bird, with scarlet, cedar-wood, and
hyssop; all that signified what was of this presen1r
scene; and the living bird was let loose in the
open field. As' I understand it, you are free in
the life of Christ. "The law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the'
law of sin and death." Sin in the flesh is con­
demned. What makes you practically free is,
that not only have you been sprinkled from an
evil conscience by blood, but you are alive in the·
life of Christ. The blessed Lord Jesus went·
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-down into death under my sin and guilt, and
.sin was condemned. "In that he died, he died
unto sin once; but in that he liveth, he liveth
unto God;" and I am alive. It is a blessed thing
now that we can reckon ourselves" dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unto God in Jesus Christ our
Lord." That blessed One was quickened out of
-death; I am alive in Him; He is my life. The
only proper life I have is the life of Christ, all
.else is gone in death, all that is of the world; and
now our life is hid with Christ in God. What a
wonderful thing it is to see where grace sets us.
I do not look into myself for life. Christ is
.alive out of that whole scene of death and con­
demnation in which I was, and I am alive to
God in Him.

Then the next thing brought before us is the
two washings. First the leper is washed, and
then reckoned as belonging, so to speak, to the
people of God. He is brought into the camp, but
he is not yet at home; therefore there are the
two washings. If I take this home practically
to myself-I am washed, that is, I get the cleans­
ing power, not now of the blood, but of the
water. He was sprinkled with blood first, now
he is washed, then his hair shaved off. His hair
represents all the beauty and strength of man;
that is laid aside; his clothes are washed, that is,
.all his surroundings, his circumstances; it is the
washing of water, but it is on the ground of
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-death. You have the death and resurrection of
the Lord Jesus Christ first, and death has come
in as the separating power that puts you on a.
new ground. Now the man comes i~to the camp
among the people of God, but he is not at home.
Therefore in the type he has to be washed again,
and this time more scrupulously; his hair is
shaved off even to his eyebrows, and now he
comes into his tent; he is what we may call
domiciled, he is at home. What we have in these
two washings is figured also by the Red Sea and
Jordan. In the one case the people of God are
free, washed from Egypt; they have passed
through the Red Sea, "Baptized unto Moses in
the cloud and in the sea," free from Egypt, out­
side it, and brought to God. But in thc second
ca~e (Jordan), they are at home in God's land.
It is the same death of Christ, only I apprehend
it in a different way. The first washing brought
the leper from the outside, the second made him
at home inside. We do not get it, beloved
friends, by any struggle of ours; it is by the
death of Christ. It is apprehended in the power
Df the word. The power of the Spirit brings
the word home to my soul. It is not that I have
to die, yet it is quite true I died. I died with
Christ, and that being so I have to enter into it;
not simply that Christ has died for me, but that
I died with Christ. And where am I? At home.
The washing of death has become the way of
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life, and home is where God's centre and!
interests are.

Then I pass on to another thing, the trespass
offering; whjch entered not into the great
question of sin, but into the question of acts,
what I have done: and you will find in the tres­
pass offering that it went down into the smallest
details. For instance, if an Israelite touched
the carcase of an unclean animal, he was
unclean, and would have to offer a trespass
offering. I give you an instance, because I want
to bring it down to the details. I want to shew
you what the power of the trespass offering is,
applied to us, what holy ground it puts us upon;
we see the holiness of the ground on which we
are set. I do want that everyone of our souls
should see where that precious blood sets us.'
You know that in Leviticus you have a list.
given of clean and unclean animals. If a person
touched the dead body of an unclean animal, he
was unclean. I do not doubt that the unclean
animal represents to us certain habits. These
animals had certain habits, and so have we
oftentimes, habits not suited to the sanc­
tuary, because when the man was at home,
the next thing is', he could go to the door of the
sanctuary, he belongs there. A great many
habits in us are not at all suited to the place
where we are brought. The animal, to be clean,
must chew the cucl, etc. Many things pass
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muster and are current among us, that we do
not take much notice of, but which are unsuited
totally when we come to the sanctuary. Where
was the blood of the trespass offering put? It
was not merely a question of forgiveness, but of
-consecration. It was upon the ear, the thumb,
the foot. Is everything to be consistent with
that? It is the holiness of the grace of God. It
is not enough that I know grace, but that I
realise that I am on the ground where the grace
·of G~d has set me j we are on new ground, for
this took place on the eighth day. We have put
-()ff the old man and have put on the new; but is
that merely positional, beloved friends? Am I
not suited to my position? Perhaps I allow a
number of things that are totally unsuited to the
place where I am brought. The Israelites were
not circumcised in the wilderness, but that
would never do when they got to the land, and
were at home there. The blood here was not
looked at so much as cleansing, as consecration.
'God consecrates according to the power of the
blood, and that comes down to the smallest
detail.

l'he next thing is, the priest took the oil, and
poured it into his hand, and sprinkled it before
the Lord. What was that? I believe what our
brother was saying just now, this free energy of
the Spirit of God. I am brought into a place
where there is the power and energy of the
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Holy Ghost. Jesus is the Lamb of God who
taketh away the sin of the world, but if He
takes away everything that is offensive to God,
what does He fill it with? "The same is he
who baptizeth with the Holy Ghost." The whole
scene of the universe of bliss is to be filled with
the energy and power of the Spirit of God.
Now that the blessed Lord is exalted, the work
being finished, and sin put away by the sacrifice­
of Himself (not out of the world yet, but on the­
cross the work for its putting away was done),
He has taken His place on hjgh and the Holy
Ghost is sent down. We are brought into the
place of the ministry and power of the Spirit;
then upon the ear, the toe, and the thumb the
priest puts the oil. Now we ourselves are con­
secrated by the anointing of the Spirit according
to the power of that blood, so that our thoughts,
our actions, our walk-all ought to be now in
the power and energy of the Holy Ghost. A
person may say, "That is a very high thing."
Yes, but beloved friends, what I would say is, if
I look at power in myself I ha\'e none, but the
Holy Ghost is here, and dwells in us. ,Ve have
the anointing of the Spirit of God. Well now, it
has often been noticed, the proper energy and
power of the Holy Ghost is to take of the things
of Christ and shew them unto us; for remember
'we belong' to the eighth day. He seals us for the
day of redemption; but as we 'were hearing, "He
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shall glorify Me." But, beloved, l,lOW often has
He to be, not the Spirit of comfort to us, but
instead, just the One that makes us uncomfort­
able. We have the Spirit of God, but if we are­
walking carelessly and not according to the grace­
in which we are set, for we are "made meet to­
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in
light," He has to be the Spirit of rebuke and not.
the Spirit of comfort. Now the Lord, in the
tenderness of His grace, washes our feet because
He desi"res that everything should be removed
from us that hinders our enjoying the blessing.
But, alas, how often do we say, like Peter, " Lord.
dost thou wash my feet?" What a blessed
thing it is if we take the first part of John xiii.
"Jesus knowing that the Father had given all
things into his hands." "All things!" It is a.
wonderful expres'lion; but then if it takes in the
whole range of the Father's counsels and that.
universe of bliss-the Father has put everything
into His hands, and if there is a foot to be
washed, you must let Christ do it. God has put.
everything into His hands-and oh! think of
that-that He came here to do all the
will of God, and to bring us into that scene of
glory; and what He does practically with us
down here, in order that we should know even
now what it is to be at home there. In what
holy ~race does He act towards us! The Father
has put you and me into His hands, that He
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should bring us there, and He takes our feet and
washes the~ so that we should have part with
Himself, according to the counsels of the Father
and according to His own ministry of love.

The Lord grant that we may know better
what this tender ministry of Christ is to each
one of us-the youngest here, so that we may be
free in spirit to enter into these wonderful
counsels of the Father, of which the Son is the
centre.

T. H. R.
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THE BODY OF LIGHT.
LUKE XI. 33-36.

THE body of light is one of the traits 'Of the new
company on the earth. I was speaking yesterday
of theheavenly character of things. NowI want to
shew you what the new company is here. From
the end of chapter x. to the end of chapter xviii.
of this Gospel you get the traitil of the new com­
pany. I present this to you-the body of light.
as one of the traits. The first trait is the word
of God and prayer. That we have in chapter x.
39-xi. 13. The second great trait is the body
of light. A" body full of light" is not the
right idea. The idea is a body of light. In the
original there is only one word, and that
means the body is luminous. It does not say
that the mind is luminous, but the body is
luminous. I can give you no better illustration
than that of a glow-worm. The whole body is
luminous. That is the subject I desire before
the Lord to call your attention to, and I count
upon Him to make it intelligible to you-divinely
intelligible.

The point in verse 33 is, the candle has been
lighted. In the previous verses we get two types
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of our Lord which it is most important to connect
together. One is Jonah, which gives us in type
the sufferings of the Lord; the other is Solomon,
which is the glory of the Lord. These two
properly make up the light. That is the light.
The light that was lighted was not to be put
under a bed or under a bushel. You must
remember that the same words in another gospel
may not mean the same thing. Scripture never
repeats itself. Now the Lord has a people upon
earth, and the character of that people is, they
are light-that is an expression of Himself; as
Paul puts it in Philippians ii., "Ye shine as lights in
the world.r, Light is the first trait of the New
Jerusalem. "Her light was like unto a stone
most precious ;" and what marks the administra­
tion of the church in the millennium is what
marks it in the eternal state.

I desire now to draw your attention to the light.
I am sure the more you enter into the mind of
the Lord here in presenting this trait of the
new company the more you will understand the
blessedness of it.

The great point is, that if you have no part
dark, the whole shall be luminous. It is not full
of light as a. tumbler is full of water; nor is it the
'mind full of light; it is the body luminous. You
"glorify God in your body." Your body is the
Lord's: it belongs to Christ for the earth, a.nd it
is to be transparent-a light for Christ on the



THE BODY OF LIGHT. 67

earth. It is to be'the Lord's servant-a body of
light, having no part dark. Why are we not
more luminous? Because there is some part
dark; and the sadde~t part of it is that you
do not know what your dark part is, and when
you do, you rather conceal it; you do not expose
it for removal; you try to hide it. The" foolish
woman" says, "Stolen waters are sweet, and
bread eaten in secret is pleasant." We often
enjoy somethin:g in secret that is obscuring the
light. Thus the dark part is concealed. We
think no one sees it, forgetting that it really
hinders the shining out of the light. Hundreds
of people like something they would not let
another know anything about, but "all things
are naked and open unto the eyes of him with
whom we have to do." What I am speaking of
is the hindering of the light. The comproJ:I?ise
with one's family, and society, and many other
things, are all at work hindering the expression
of the light. We all fail here.

Well, how is the luminous body brought about?
You will find there is a twofold action in the
word, and this double action produces it. You
have no hand in producing it. I do not mean that
you are an automaton-that you are not interested
in it, you are thoroughly interested when you
really desire to be a light for the Lord, and it is
according to your desire for it that you will be
blessed.
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Well, there are two actions, and I turn now
to the first action, which we get in 2 Corinthians
iii. 18. It is uncommonly easy to speak to souls
who are exercised themselves, because they know
what you are at, and they are going in company
with you. The difficulty in ministry really is to
acquaint souls with what the word of God pre­
sents, and it is not effectual unless you learn it
yourselves. Many a person knows this passage
by rote quite well. I ask, Do you really know
what it means? Did you ever prove it? I
will read the passage correctly: "Beholding the
Lord's glory without a veil we are transformed
into the same image," &c. Now this is open to
all. The wonderful thing is, all this is the gospel.
It is the gospel of the glory of Christ. The
gospel is now come out in its fulness. You
find in the next chapter it is the light that comes
out from the glory; the light comes down from
the finish, and comes to the most distant spot,
because God has been perfectly glorified in the
most distant spot. In Acts ix. I see a man going on
his way and alight from heaven arrests him in the
moment when he is most adverse, most distant
from God. A light comes from the top down to
the very bottom; there it arrests him; he falls
to the earth, and he hears a voice. That is the
Lord! Now I know where the light comes
from, and I am drawn to the light; not like Isaiah,
who shrank from it. What then? Surely a great
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transformation has occurred. You have dropped
the uncomely clothes; you have found yourself
in divine righteousness-in the light of Him
who has accomplished everything; you come in
knowing that He has accomplished everything;
that now "grace reigns through righteousness
unto eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord."
Now you can look up to the glory of the Saviour.
As the cherubim overshadowed the mercy seat,
so now every ray of the glory of God shines in
the face of our Saviour. It is not now looking
upon Him as down here, glorifying God in the
most distant spot, turning death into an occasion
for glorifying God. All that is blessedly true;
but now my Saviour is crowned with glory and
honour. I look at Him there; my heart is drawn
to Him. A Man brought glory to God, and, as
has been said, God is indebted to Him for glory.
That Man is my Saviour!

If I look at the history of a soul, the first
thing is forgiveness. The effect of forgiveness
when known to the soul is to beget a measure
of love. You see this in type in J onathan, and
in the woman of Luke vii., but that is only love
for service rendered. Do not stop there! As
sure as you stop there the day will come that
you will be tested, like Joseph's brethren, who
were living on Joseph's bounty for seventeen
years without having learnt the love that did
the service for them. The apostle says, " The
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love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost, which is given unto us." . If I
know His love nothing will suit me but Him­
self. You get that beautifully exemplified
in the case of Peter, Luke v.-" They forsook
all and followed him." The Lord would rather
have your company than your property.
The Spirit of God is within you, and He would
occupy you with an Object. Your heart has
an Object. It is not only that your Beloved
is yours, but you have learned this wonder­
ful thing-le I am His. His desire is towards
me." That is the finish in Canticles, as any
of you know who have fitudied it. What is
the consequence? My heart is towards Him. It is
not a question of effort. I know how easy it is
to deter people by that. The moment you are in
the presence of the Lord, you are dismantled.
Self can have no place there. It is one of the
most significant things that we find all through
the Old Testament, that the Lord, when He
comes to speak to anyone, comes with such a
glare of glory that they are dismantled. The
effect of His presence is to remove what would
interfere with the action of Himself. This is
one of the traits of the new company. I have
said that the traits are to be found in chapter x.
to xviii. Look at chapter xvii. Of the ten lepers
who were healed, nine of them went on to the
priest-to ritualism. One came back and fell
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down at the Lord's feet. Self was dropped.
There is not one of us who does not know this if
we travel the road. The day when you touched
but the hem of His garment you were relieved;
you knew it. But when you fell down before
Him and told Him all the truth, what did you
wake up to? I must take a new course. Ah!
exactly. Then it is that you find that there is no
place for you in the flesh. That is a great
moment. I drop self altogether. You never can
face glory otherwise. Do not talk of being
occupied with yourself! " No flesh shall glory
in his presence." You are never occupied with
yourself in His presence. There could not be a
shadow of you there. You may be occupied
with yourself afterwards, and that very often
happens. In principle it is the same with the
apostle, as he tells us in 2 Corinthians xii., he did
not know whether he was in the body or out of
it. You could not know up there; how could
you? Self has no place in His presence. It is
monstrous to think that what Christ suffered for
could have a place in His presence.

Well, "Beholding the Lord's glory," what
next takes place? You are changed. The word
here translated changed is only used four times
in Scripture. Twice it is translated-" trans­
figured." In Romans xii. it is "transformed."
Here it is "changed." The true meaning is
transfigured. Do I know when I am trans-
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figured? No; I do not. All I know is, I have
been occupied with the transfiguring power.
Moses did not know when his face shone; so
with me, I am not conscious of the effect that is
seen in me; I am only conscious of being with
the Lord; and without effort I take a new course.
Beholding the Lord's glory, I am transformed
into the same image from glory unto glory.
Instead of the glory repelling, which it did until
God was glorified, it now transfigures me. The
blessed Lord was transfigured before them on
the mount; His face shone as the sun; His
raiment was as the light. The character of this
transfiguration with us is, that the body is lumi­
nous. I do not see the effect in myself, but
others see it. I can own that a different course
is preferred.

Here let me remark the difference between
this and what we have in Psalm lxxiii. There
we find a man of God, who really did not know
how to reconcile things, as he looked at them
here, until he went into the sanctuary, and then
he saw all clearly. We all know something of that
experience; it is a poor thing for us if we do
not; for the experience of an Old Testament
saint went as far as that. But now we are in
the church, and there is a very great difference
between a servant and the heir. "The heir, as
long as he is a child, differs nothing from a
servant, though he be lord of all." In the Psalm
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your judgment is changed. That often happens,
thank God. Yon form a judgment, perhaps a
good one in a human sense, but when you go to
the Lord and get near Him, your judgment is
changed, and you see you were not wise.
Just as a judge might give a very elaborate
judgment, and then it may be all reversed in a
higher court. But being transfigured is a much
greater thing than that. It is not only that
your judgment is changed, but you yourself are
transformed.

J will give you one or two examples of this.
Look at Acts vii. 55. Stephen is a sample case.
He saw the glory of God and Jesus. All his
thoughts and interests had been connected more
or less with the earth, but now he sees Jesus in
the glory, and he turns round a different man
altogether-a thoroughly changed man-trans­
figured. It is not a question of his judgment
being changed, but he himself is transformed.
His body is luminous. The body is the Lord's.
We should glorify God in our body; "And in your
spirit" has been put in, but that shews that the
copyist did not understand that it is in my
body that Christ is to be magnified. It is not
how I preach, but how I act j therefore when Paul
lipeaks of himself, when writing to Timothy, he
says, " Thou hast fully known, not my doctrine"
only, but "my manner of life," &c. (2 Timiii.IO.)
Peter says, "That they also may without the
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word be won by the conversation of the wives."
If your body-your appearance here, is not in
keeping with what you announce, you weaken
what you announce; because it proves you are
not mastered by it. I know this practically
myself. In times gone by, I have often had
a gleam of light, and have run away with it,
and been extreme about it. It had not mastered
me. You must be not only an expounder of
truth, but an exponent of it. And you must
have a straight course. The world would have
you amiable, glossing over everything, in no
way separating the precious from the vile. That is
not of God. I cannot be the same to two brothers.
I see one goiI:lg on thoroughly for the Lord,
and I long to go on with him, and another who
is not so; I may be interested in him deeply, but
I cannot be the same to him. Saints do not
sufficiently understand that word-" Have no
company with him." That was said with reference
to one who was doing no great wrong; he would
not work. No doubt if we were more in the
activity of divine grace ourselves, we should
be more straight in our course and faithful to
the Lord. We heard yesterday of a man zealous
for the Lord-Phinehas. That was a wonder-

of> •

ful example.
Now let mego on. Another thing comes out

in connection with thi~, which is also exemplified
in the case of Stephen. The moment you are in
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the first action of the Spirit, that is, occupied
with Christ, you know that the Holy Ghost is your
power. And now comes out the other action.
As you are by the Spirit set for Christ, God
by discipline clears you of everything which
hinders this occupation, and thus hinders the
expression of the light. He removes the hin­
drance. Perhaps you do not know what the
hindrance is; but God knows, and He removes
it. There are the two processes: one is, you are
attached; the other, you are detached. You get
both completely in the ca.'le of Stephen. He,
full of the Holy Ghost, was absorbed with
Christ in glory, and eventually cleared of every­
thing here that would hinder that blessed occu­
pation. These two go hand in hand; I am attached
and detached by divine power. It is not that•I get rid of the flesh in glory. The flesh is not
allowed in there at all. No flesh can glory in
His presence. But when you come out of it,
you may be like Paul, who was given a thorn
lest the flesh should be puffed up. The flesh is
not gone. But God by discipline comes in
and keeps you straight: He gives a thorn to
keep the flesh from acting. If you study Paul's
history carefully, you will find that many a hard
day he endured before he wrote the Epistle to
the Ephesians in the prison at Rome. We do
not understand the wonderful way God is bring­
ing .us up to this. He is not bringing you
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up to a thing you have not possessed; but the
Spirit having shewn it to you, He removes
hindrances out of the way that you may know it
continually. Many a time I have thought,
when I heard a person praying-If you get an
answer to that prayer there will be a severing of
things here. Do not be sorry for it ; you are gain­
ing more than you lose. Do not be afraid of the
discipline; God only removes what hinders. The
apostle says, "We who live, are always delivered
unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of
Jesus may be magnified in our mortal flesh."

Well, we were speaking of the Lord's presence
and the wonderful effect it has. Look at Mary
Magdalene in John xx. She was desolate, and
felt it was insupportable to be here without
the Lord. John went home, Mary is incon­
solable, because she did not know where He
was. The Lord likes love. The question to
her was, "Where is He"? The Lord sees this;
He appears to her and speaks to her! What
a change takes place in her. She can leave
Him now and go at His bidding with His message
to Hi::; disciples.

I will give you one more illustrtttion. I believe
many read the Scriptures and yet do not enjoy
the Lord; they do not get into His presence;
they are not transformed. Look at the disciples
going to Emmaus. (Luke xxiv.) They had
heard the most wonderful exposition of the
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scriptures. He expounded to them in all the
scriptures the things concerning Himself. I
am sure there are many here who would have
liked to hear that exposition. I believe it is
not given to us that we might study the word
for ourselves. I do not see among the younger
brethren of to-day the study of the word that
there used to be. We used to study every word
and write upon every word in private; and there
is consequently little freshness in the ministry;
it reminds one of that word, "no rain," although
they were in the land. (Deut. xi.) There should
be the sense-I,have learned that word for myself.
It is not being able to describe it, or to put it in
dispensational order; but having that word for
myself from the Lord.

Well, to return. Here was the most wonderful
exposition of Scripture; but these two disciples
were not transformed hy it, though their hearts
burned within them. They. were attracted to
Him, and asked Him to come in; then He
manifests Himself to them a.t the breaking of
the bread. Now they rise up the same hour
and go to Jerusalem. A few minutes ago it
was too late to go further, but now they go
all the way back to Jerusalem, and there they
find Him. Did He tell them He was going
there Himself? Not a word of it. But there
they go, and there they find Him-His presence
had transformed them. We know this ourselves
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in some little measure. Sometimes in prayer we
get a sense of being near the Lord; then we get
His peace-cc the peaee of God, which passeth all
understanding." You cannot tell how it came,
but when you get near Him, you get it. You
did not get it from Scripture; Scripture tells you
of it, but you have to prove it. You get near to
Him and make all known to Him yourself. It
is not like having a petition sent up through the
Secretary of State, or the like; but that I have
communicated it to the Sovereign myself, and I
know)hat he knows it. In English we have to
put two words, "make known," in expressing
this; in the Greek there is only one word, but
the meaning of that word is, cc I told Him
myself." It is not a question of getting an
answer to a petition, but that I have made
all known to Him, and the result is, I am III

divine tranquillity.
I turn now to the other action. It is

wonderful how God helps you by discipline.
There are two kinds of discipline: one, when
faithful; and the other, for unfaithfulness.
There is discipline on the body for unfaithful­
ness: "For this cause many are weak and sickly
among you." In Hebrews xii. you get the·
Father's discipline, that we should be partakers
of His holiness. I must speak very briefly on
this point. I see the wonderful way in which
it occurs. As soon as you are set for the right
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object, God comes in and helps you by discipline;
and as your heart is led by the Spirit to Christ,
He who knows the hindrance to the purpose
of your heart, removes the obstruction. You may
be surprised at times at His way with you, but
it is all to this end. Besides, there is a discipline
not easy to explain even-the discipline of jea­
lousy. God brings you perhaps to the very con­
fines of death because you have been going on in a
course of worldliness and unfaithfulness. But
what God delights in is, to help you when you are
set for the Lord, in order that your body may be
luminous. The body is His, and He deals with
you that it may be more distinctly for Him.
" We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that
the excellency of the power should be of God
and not of us." As with Gideon's men, the
lamps were in the pitchers, and when the pitchers
were broken, the light came out. God's thought
is, not to get rid of the vessel, but to get rid of
the will. If the will is got rid of, the light will
shine out. That is practically the discipline that
souls go through. Jonah is an example: he is
called to serve;' he goes off in self-will; then
he is cast into the sea. He is. brought to say,
"They that seek lying vanities forsake their
own mercies." Now God says, "Do what I
tell you." A well-broken horse will turn the
way you wish. But all is not done yet. No,
his heart must be broken. This is done by
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discipline-the gourd dies. The first discipline
was to break his will j the second, to bring him
into God's sympathies, to make him tender­
hearted. Then he is a servant fitted for the
Lord's use. Do not be distressed, beloved
friends, at what the Lord may be bringing
you through j you are not losing but gaining
every step. It is that the life of Jesus may
be manifest in your mortal bodies. Surely that.
is not to losfl but to gain. We have not an idea
of how God puts us through things. Do you
think that you are sent into this world to be
a father or a husband? That is the necessary
discipline to fit you for God's purpose. You are
Rent into the world to be a missionary for Christ.
But the will must be broken. God only can
bring this about; you could not. If you were to
look in for ever and try to do so, you could not;
but walk with God, and He will bring it about.
Your discipline may not be like that of Jonah,
who was thrown out into the sea; but learn it
you must in one way or another. It may be
like Job. Job did nothing wrong j yet he had to
learn to say, "I abhor myself." Nothing really
breaks the will but the sense of sin in God's
presence. Affliction in itself does not break
the will. Never is your will broken till you
come to this-I am disgusted with myself.
Often have I seen people come out of affliction
harder than ever; but when one comes to this:
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"In me, that is, in my flesh, dwells no good
thing," I have no confidence in myself, but,
because I am brought to God, I have full
dependence on Him. This is what Job was
brought to. Like the Syro-Phcenician woman;
(Luke viii.); she says, I have no claim on you,
but you are too good not to give to me. When
I take that place, I know that it is all grace, for I
have come to the true estimate of myself and of
God. I am in a state for grace. Like J acob,
when he was brought to the lowest point, with
a stone for a pillow; then God comes to him and
gives him a great revelation.

One word more as to this. I want to explain
how it is that you are sometimes surprised by the
way you are tried. Sometimes, after you have
been enjoying the Lord greatly, some unexpected
trial befalls you. You see it with Abraham.
When Isaac gets his right place in the house,
the one who would be his rival (Ishmael) must
go out. Sarah says, "Cast out the bondwoman
and her son." She was right. The Lord says
to Abraham, All that Sarah said unto thee, do.
Have not some of you known, that when you
were really bright with the Lord, God has
touched something that you thought to have
saved-some idol. He knows this is the time for
i~ to go; it must go to-day. It may not be that
it is cut off by His hand, but He makes you
sensible that death is on it. You could not roll
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in death, but He does. Do you not know in
your history, how He has come in and made you
sensible of death on your side, though never
more conscious of the brightest day with the Lord?
Have you never felt, after enjoying Him, that
things here, that had been much to you, had lost
their interest? It is not enough with God to
fix your heart on what is most attractive; He
must remove the hindrance to your enjoying
it fully. The standard rose-tree appropriates
everything that belongs to the briar on which it is
grafted; so God appropriates all of me for Christ,
my brains, my power, everything, it is all His.
But not a bud of the old stem must be allowed.
The gardener, in cultivating the rose to per·
fection, will not, if he understands his work,
allow a single bud upon the briar, There is no
similarity whatever between the stem of the
rose-tree and the stem of the briar; there is
distinct separation even as to appearance. Of
course no simile can be complete; but still, I say.
this may shew you what I want to convey; for
as the rose is brought to perfection, the briar is
not to appear. Be it a briar or a crab-tree, if it
is allowed to grow, there is no bloom in the graft.

The apostle brings out this in his Epistles to
the Corinthians. He writes two epistles to them.
He was not in Corinth between the two, but he
shews them, in the second epistle, what would be
the effect of what he had said in the first. They
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were Epicureans; they gloated in indulgence of
every kind. They disgraced themselves in every
circle of society; whether at home or abroad; in
the church or the world. They were indulging
their body, giving rein to the flesh. Therefore
the apostle says of himself, "I keep under my
body, and bring it into subjection." "I do not
even give myself the liberties that I might." The
Corinthians thought that they would never see
their bodies again. This we find in chapter xv.
There were some among them who denied the
resurrection of the body. This self-indulgence
leads to the principles of Babylon. It is said of
Babylon, "She lived gloriously"-keeping up
her position; and she lived luxuriously, feeding
herself without fear. Then the apostle goes on
to say, " We shall all stand before the judgment
seat of Christ, that every one may receive the
things done in his body."

As you are here for Christ in the present
moment, in that measure you will be for Christ
in the kingdom. He will reward every man
according to his works. You are not here only
for service, but as you serve here, so will be you
position in the New Jerusalem. All, even the
youngest babe, will be alike in heaven, "con­
formed to the image of his Son." But there will
3:1so be a position in the city corresponding to
your works, "Counted worthy of the kingdom
of God."
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One example more, which shews how the
faithfulness of God comes in. I see Jacob
suffering for his unfaithfulness. In Genesis
xxxiv., he is scandalised before the world; but
when he comes to Bethel (chap. xxxv.) he suffers
when he is in faithfulness. He has come to the
right spot, and now the Lord says, "I will set you
right as to the original hindrance." First Deborah,
Rebecca's nurse, dies. There is Allon-bacruth.
Then Rachel dies.

The Lord does not press you into the path,
but the moment you are on it (no doubt the Spirit
of God has brought you there) the hand of God
will help you.

May the Lord grant that we may know this
double action of God, attaching and detaching;
that we may come out in the body of light, and
we ourselves be " like unto men that wait for their
Lord." It is dangerous to the last degree for a
man to propound what has not come out in
himself. I would say one word to you-Do not
speak of anything beyond what you know your­
self. But the moment you accept it before the
Lord, He will bring you into conformity to it.

The Lord grant that we may know it, and be
found for Him here on the earth, for His name
sake. J. B. S.



THE SECRET OF EFFECTIVE
MINISTRY.

OUR brother's prayer that the Lord would give
something to those who are younger here, en­
courages me to say a word, and I desire to bring
before you the following scriptures: Luke xi.
31, 32; 2 Corinthians iii. 18; iv. 11,12; v. 14,15.

I am sure you have felt, as I have, in hearing
what we have just listened to, that the word of
exhortation which we had yesterday from a
brother, and the prayer this morning have really
found an answer in our meeting: I mean that, the
conscience has been reached. Our brother was
saying yesterday that what was wanted in the
present day was a conscience-reaching testimony.

There is a question which must often have
forced itself with sadness upon many of our
hearts in connection with the Lord's work, namely,
How is it that there is so little effect from our
ministry in the hearts and consciences of those
we speak to, whether saint or sinner? It is not
that many of us do not put things simply and
plainly and in words easy to be understood; but
when we come to the effect of it, alas! what a
deplorable tale has to be told, and the question
arises, Why is it so? Surely it is an honest
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question to ask each other in the presence of the
Lord, and we can well afford to be plain with
each other on occasions like these.

Now let us briefly glance at these verses in
Luke xi., and see how they touch us as to this
question. Jonah was a good preacher; nay, he
was a very good preacher, if we judge by the
effects of what he did and said, though he wa.'l
not prepared for the result. He stirred the
whole city; but, mark well, he had to be reached
and stirred himself first; he had to taste death,
a.., we have just heard; had to go down step by
step, as you get it in the book of J onah, until he
cries, "Salvation is of the Lord."

If I am to reach the conscience of anyone my­
self, my own conscience must be reached by the
truth I am speaking of ; and I believe that this is
true whether in speaking to saints or to sinners. If
our own consciences have not been reached by
what we say it is a very serious thing both for us
and for our hearers.

Here is a man. then that tastes death; he goes
down to death. Now we need have no difficulty
in the application of this, for the Lord uses it as
a figure of His own death. We have, therefore,
to accept the cross of Christ in all which that cross
reaches. Everything that God gave His Son for
on the cross must be dealt with in unsparing
judgment.. He, our blessed Lord, was dealt with
in the judgment of God; and is God to give His
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Son in unsparing judgment for those things, and
we go on with them? Is that the way of power?
No; God would say to us, If I am going to spare
you from judgment to come, I cannot allow you
to spare in yourself that for which I did not
spare My own Son upon the tree. Can Wfl think
of a solemn thing ·like this without wondering
greatly at the Lord's patience with everyone of
us? Is it not a fact that the Queen would not
tolerate in her service what the Lord puts up
with so constantly in His? A military man told
me the other day that when an officer is cashiered

. this sentence is written across his commission,
" No officer of mine for ever." Is it not, I say, a
marvellous thing that the Lord has not, long ago,
written across our commissions, "No servant of
mine for ever? " Is it not a miracle of grace that
we are still left here to serve Him? It is only
His patience and grace that would put up with
us for five minutes! But if we are to be effectual
servants in giving out the truth, we must first
taste it ourselves; and Jonah, I think, is a strik­
ing figure of it. There he is unmistakably in
the place of death, and he comes out to be a
wonderful preacher; he comes out for God and
from God, and the result is, a mighty cry goes up
from that repentant city to God.
. Then having learnt this, we have something

else brought before us in the next verse. The
Queen of Sheba heard of the glory of Solomon,
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and went to him. First she heard of his fame
(1 Kings x. 1), then she was drawn to hear him.
(Luke xi. 31.) What is the power to attract
others to a glorified Christ, if it is not to be
attracted to Him ourselves? There must have
been some one who had told this queen of Solo­
mon's greatness and glory, one who knew some­
thing of it himself, and who told such a tale of it
that this woman could not help going herself to
see it.

Is this not what we want-to be so filled with
His love and glory, that the tale we have to tell
shall attract others to that place, and to the
Person who, for us, makes that place what it is.

We have seen, then, that it is in being"delivered
to death for Jesus' sake" that the life of Jesus
comes out; and it is in beholding the Lord's glory
that we are changed from glory to glory; but
there is another thing. and it is the mainspring
of it all. We have referred to the cross and to
His glory, but there is His love. It is His love
that wins ours, and that is the mainspring of
everything.

Many a person can outwardly put his hand to
the different religious activities of the day; but
what moves us really for God is the mainspring­
" The love of Christ constraineth us." Everyone
of us has tasted, little or more, of His love, and
we well know there is nothing like it. " The
love of Christ constraineth us." If we are to
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enjoy that love we must get back to the cross, to
that which brought Him down to meet every­
thing against us for God and His glory. At that
cross everything was judicially l'emoved that
could hinder us from enjoying His love. How is
it then that we are cold and down sometimes,
and do not enjoy His love as at other times? If
I know anything about it, it is because I have
allowed something to come between me and the
source which hinders my enjoyment of what is
there. It is not that the love is dried up, but
my enjoyment of it is hindered. I was talking
to a miller one day in the country, when he said,
"I can't stay with you this morning; there is
something wrong; the mill will not work through
lack of water, and I must go up the stream and
see what is the matter." Thus it must be with
us; we must go back to the unjudged hindering
thing and remove that. If five yards will do it,
thank God that is all the distance we have to go
back; but if it is five years, or even fifteen
years, we must go back to the hindrance and
judge it.

The Source is not altered, blessed be God!
God will never love us more, and never love us
less than He does' this morning, but we must
judge the thing that hinders the enjoyment of
t~at love in our souls, if we would prosper our­
selves, or be used in the blessing of others. Then,
with the judgment of the cross upon everything
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that grieves and hinders His blessed Spirit, with
consciences at rest, our eyes upon His glory, and
our hearts burning with His love, what servants
we should be !

GEO. C.



OUR FAILURE AND HIS GRACE.
J OUN I. 35-45.

ONLY just one thought, brought before us here
in the history of these two disciples. We read
of them again in two other places in this Gospel,
and it will illustrate the tender grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ in His way of dealing with
souls. We get in their hi~tory a little instance
of the way He deals with us in His grace. The
Lord wants to have us go along with Himself;
and in His tender love, He seeks to remove
everything that hinders, whatever it may be.
lt is only to shew how the Lord deals with us,
as we see it in these two disciples, that I say
thil'l word.

Their hearts were attracted to the Lord; it
was not His death, nor His service for them, but
Himself attracted their hearts. Then their first
thought is to bring others to Him, and how
graciously the Lord uses them! They each
brought one; the Lord blessed the one they
brought.
. In chapter vi. we have these two again (vel's.

5-10), and what do we see here? Do they help
the Lord? No; but He gives them the oppor-
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tunity to do so. (Ver. 6.) It was not that He
needed their counsel. And does not He try us
sometimes like that? Our brother has been
pressing upon us only to speak of what we
know. Well, we can speak of what we know,
in speaking of this, the tender grace of the Lord
in !leeking that we should be of the same mind
as Himself; and how often we find we are not
up to it. The very two He had dealt ~ith so
tenderly in chapter i. were not. Philip was not
looking at the One who was there, but at the
surroundings; and if we get looking around us,
or if the eye gets off that blessed One Himself,
we begin to measure things, and compare things,
and when we begin to measure and compare we
soon get into a mess.

Andrew then comes forward (Philip was
daunted by the numbers around). Andrew says,
" We have a little, but where will that go? It
will soon be done." The Lord tells them to make
the men sit down. We know the rest; not a
word of reproof; but does not the action speak
for itself? Get them there; I will come in and
bless them. If you cannot act in concord with
me, you shall see that I can do it all apart from
you, but you are to be the instruments in My
hand to convey the blessing. He will use us.
How their hearts must have been touched by
His grace! What grace! that when they had
shewn they were not up to Him, nor in His
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mind, yet takes them and makes use of them
according to His own thought.

In John xii. 20-22 we get them again. Surely
the lesson had been learned. Though the enemy
had caught them off their guard, and they had
failed to use such an opportunity as the Lord
gave, we may now suppose the matter has been
set right. Who brought these Greeks in their
way? Was it mere chance that brought them
to Philip to ask him, "Sir, we would see Jesus,"
--or that Andrew should be associated with him
in that work. What grace! He gives another
opportunity (and what an opportunity!) in His
love.

Chapter xxi. 4. We do not get these two
specially mentioned here, but what we learn and
see in this scripture, and which I want to press
on my younger brothers and sisters, is the grace
that bears with us in spite of the blindness of
our hearts. " They knew not that it was Jesus"
till He proved Himself by His power. If, as so
often happens, we find ourselves, as to our
experience, in chapter vi.-the opportunity pre­
sented and we not up to it-let it not discourage
us. What a l\Iaster we have got! He does not
cancel the commission. No; He reproves us by
the very way He does without us; we lose the
qlessing surely for that day that is coming, but
it all fits in through His grace, in the way He is
here training us in view of the future. Do not
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let it discourage our hearts. Let us keep fast to
this-the love of that Master who seeks to have us
in company with Himself, and the love which, if
we are not up to it one time, gives us in His
grace another opportunity. If 'we fail this time,
then let us seek that, through His grace, we shall
be so with Him, that the next time the oppor­
tunity is presented, we may be able to meet His
mind and will, and act for His glory. 'Do not
let any distance that we may get through
our carelessness, drive us any FURTHER from
Himself.

If you find' you need some special coming in
of Himself to prove He is there, or if perhaps
you do not know Him in the sorrow He brings
you into, to bring you back, wait for Him.

It is as easy to get ahead of the Lord as to get
behind; then wait for Him to come up. Do not
let us take a single step further away. A step
further from the shore will not help us; but let
us cast ourselves into the sea, as Peter did,
with the one longing desire to be side by side
with the One who deals with us in such tender,
wondrous grace.

J. R. B.



PREPARATION FOR THE RECEPTION

OF THE TRUTH.

JOHN XIII. 1-17.

THERE is a preparation for the reception and
appreciation of the truth, and without it there is
no real advance in the understanding of what
God has revealed to us. It is real affection­
attachment of heart-to the Lord Himself. I
feel that this is what we should seek above every­
thing. Without this attachment of heart to the
Lord Jesus Christ all reading and teaching are
unavailable to help in the truth. We see this
state of heart in Mary Magdalene, who received
the greatest divine communication ever given.
It was not natural ability or knowledge which
fitted her to be the subject of this revelation,
but simple attachment to the Lord, and on this
account she was chosen before even the apostles
to be the recipient and communicator of this
great revelation. Jesus said to her, "I ascend
unto my Father and your Father, to my God
and your God." She was ignorant, but she loved
Him with all her heart, and therefore she valued
the fact of her identification with Him; nothing
could be more precious to the heart that loves
the Lord.
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Then there is the question-What will awaken
in us more of that devotedness to Christ Him­
self? There is only one thing that will awaken
it, and that is to be near Him, to understand and
be occupied with what is in His heart. All
springs from this-CC Having loved his own, which
were in the world, he loved them unto the end."
It flowed from His own heart. He loved his own
in spite of everything, notwithstanding all that
they were, and all that they had done. He loves
them unto the end; nothing can alter His love,
whatever my conduct may be ; His is an absolute
unchangeable love. What is His desire? What
does love desire? Surely the company of His
own. Do we desire to be in company with Him, to
be in communion with Himself? He desires
that our joy may be full, and this can be only as
we are in communion with Him, and in order
to that He takes up this service-cc If I wash
thee not, thou hast no part with me." The hour
was come. He is going to the Father. He went
back to the Father, able to identify us with
Himself as brethren. He laid down His life, not
merely to save us from hell, but to bring us into
this place withHimself; an absolute unchangeable
thing, one with Christ now-I< My Father and
your Father." His death has given us that place.
He has left us in this world. He goes to the
Father, and we are one with Him in all the
blessedness of that relationship. He looks upon
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us as treading this scene; we cannot touch this
world where sin is without getting soiled. He
seeks practically to cleanse us. He washes our
feet. It is His present ministry by the word,
occupying us with Himself, and with heavenly
things; thus we are separated in heart and spirit
from the things of this world-the thoughts and
ways of men. However foolish Peter was, there
Was affection to Christ: "Wash me all over," he
said. The Lord replies, " He that is bathed needeth
not, save to wash his feet," &c. There is no repeti­
tion of that work which gave us our place before
the Father in Him, but there is a need of practical
washing forour daily walk. The natural tendency
down here is to get defiled; that in coming
into contact with men we should imbibe
their spirit and thoughts. If my heart
were filled with Christ I should not get
defiled; I should pass through the world without
partaking of its spirit. He washes our feet. He
ministers that word to us which attaches our
hearts to Himself in His own sphere. He desires
our company, and that there may be nothing to
hinder our communion with Himself.

In leaving us here, He expects that we should
be like Him morally, doing to others what He
has done for us. How little of this grace is exhibit­
ed in us! What lack there is of this love and care
one for another! The reason we are so little like
Him is that we are so little in His company. We
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must be there, near to His heart, drinking into
His spirit, if we would come forth to walk in
love, as Christ also loved us and gave l;!imself
for us. Without this, the mere knowledge of"
the truth will produce no practical result. It is
really humbling to think of how, with all the
truth which has been so graciously communicated
to us, and of which we can speak so freely, there
is so little practical conformity to Christ, walking
as He walked. We cannot imitate it by any effort.
It is in His presence that we are trani'lformed.
Therefore let us seek above all things to enjoy
more of His company in that place where we
have our home and portion in Him, and we shall
become morally more like Him.

F. H. B.

._-



"AFTER THESE THINGS. . . AND ON

THIS WISE."
(JOHN XXI. 1.)

WE have been told on a former occasion that
there are two classes of Christians-the "perfect"
and those that are not established. It is to the
latter I would address myself, and not simply to
those that are going on either. It is when I have
been going off that I have found" a word spoken in
due season how good is it." (Prov. xv. 23.) And
as I would address myself to the unestablished,
I feel pressed to appeal to my older brethren for
their prayers, and to cast myself upon the indul­
gence of my younger brethren and sisters; M to
speak to profit I must use" words easy to be
understood." (1 Cor. xiv. 9.) It is the most
learned of the apostles who enjoins this-the
only college man amongst them-and I am not
a learned man.

The supplementary character of this chapter
is shewn by its first three words-" After these
things." Only last night I heard that learned
sceptics say so, and that therefore it is not of
John's writing, and so it is not ~ripture. That
only shews their ignorance of what is of God,
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for it unmistakably bears the divine stamp. By
" supplementary" I mean that it is a kind of
postscript. Just as we add an after-thought to
a letter, so here the blessed Lord had an after­
thought on His heart for His own. I am sure
our hearts could not do without the manifesta­
tion of Himself which we get here, and if our
hearts could do without it, His heaTt could not.

The Gospel concludes, as to its formal ending,
with the last two verses of chapter xx. Then
we get, " After these things." After what things?
After the mighty Victor had risen in calm
triumph, and had shared the spoils of His victory
with His own. In the first eleven verses of
chapter xx. we get one word repeated nine times.
And why so often? Surely that it might attract
our attention. 'fhat word is "sepulch1'e." We
have it in the last two verses of the previous
chapter as well. In verse 41 it is an empty
sepulchre, "wherein was never man yet laid."
In verse 42 it is an occupied sepulchre-" There
laid they Jesus "-occupied as never sepulchre
had been before, or since, to receive the
body of the Son of God! In chapter xx. 1, 2 it
is an emptied sepulchre. Emptied as never
sepulchre had been before. He had called
warus forth from his sepulchre, but only to
natural life again, to die once more and return
to corruption. But here we have the Son of
God risen in the power of an endless life, taking
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again the life He had laid down; manifesting
His power to take it again, as He had already
shewn His power to lay it down-Cl He gave
up the ghost." (Chap. xix. 30, x. 17, 18.) "The
beginning, the firstborn from (among) the dead."
(Col. i. 18.) The Beginning, Head, and Centre
of new creation.

Let us look then into that emptied sepulchre.
What do we see? No sign of strife or struggle.
The grave-clothes all in order. "The napkin
that was about his head, not lying with the
linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place
by itself." Loving hands had wrapped them
tenderly around His body. They had served
their purpose, and now, in rising, He lays them
aside as done with, as calmly as we might fold.
and lay aside our clothes after rising from sleep.
In calm triumph He rises; He could not be
holden of death; and through death He destroyed
him that had the power of death-that is, the
devil-and has delivered them who, through fear
of death, were all their lifetime subject to
bondage. He rises with all the fruits of His
victory, and shares them all with His own before
having ascended. He received the Holy Ghost
to send down as the seal of all.

" That love that gives not as the world, but shares
All it possesses with its loved co-heirs."

He lets tliem know it. Puts them into the
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same position as He had. Was He a Son? .He
puts them into the same place, and into that with
God which He occupied as the dependent man
down here. " Go to my brethren, and say unto
them, I ascend unto my Father and your Father,
unto my God and your God."

I do not know any words out of scripture so
blessed to my own soul as these: "Christ's place
01.L1'S." Whether we look up there, or down here,
His place is ours. The place which in His infinite
grace He gives us. He wants our heaTts now,
and He cannot do without them. He has gone
to prepare a place for us. He has given us access
by one Spirit to the Father. He went up through
the opened heavens, and He never closed the
door behind Him. He left it open that faith
might reach Him where He is now. It is as
easy to touch Him where He is now, by faith,
as when He was on earth. Yes, far more so; fOt,
then, only those who were in the place where He
was could get to Him, and all can reach Him
now, by faith, where He is. Does He not bid
for those heart-affections of ours now? And
who bids highest, He or the world? Let them
go to the highest bidder then. Do not let us
look at our hearts; but the point is, He wants
them, and cannot do without them. I appeal to
my elder brethren (who know Him a thousand
times better than I do) if I misrepresent Him
when I say His heart cannot do without our
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affections now.2 And He has power to get them,
a.nd to remove the barrier. Whatever it may be
let it go, even if it be as tender as an eye, or as
useful as a right hand. His love can remove it.
It is not like a river, rising and filling, but the
mighty power of the ocean of His love pours in,
and, tilling the river, carries the bar before it,
and my little barque can float out on to its shore­
lees bosom.

This chapter (xxi.) is the removing of the
barrier. He never asks us to surrender anything
until He has so filled our hearts with Himself
that we are glad to be rid of the dross. And
it is not only a great counting at the start;
as with Paul in Philippians iii. 7; but, having
learned how to "count" at the start (vel'. 7),
he went on applying the rule (vel'. 8) right
on through his whole school-time here. We
are all at school here, and we all feel the
trying character of its discipline. (Heb. xii. 11,
beginning.) But do we know what it is to
be reeeiving and enjoying "home comforts"
while at school? Not like a school-boy's hamper
from home, which is soon finished; but the
Spirit of truth come down to "glorify Me"
(as He, the Son, had come down to glorify the
Father). To minister to our souls of those bound­
less, inexhaustible supplies-of the" all things."
" All things that the Father hath are mine"-of
"che whole universe of bliss," as we have heard,
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it so well described. When we have finished
our schooling here-have got our "culture," as
well as our education, as has been said-He will
take us home. But He wants the joys of home,
and the knowledge of Him, whose home it is, to
be pTesent to our hearts now. (Chap. xiv. 21-23.)

The Holy Ghost in Person was not given
until Christ was glorified, but every spoil of
that victory He shared with them. He had
died for them, He had been into the conflict,
and there were His hands and His side as the
e\'idence of the accomplished work, and he
speaks "peace" to them on the ground of it.
He repeats it again: "Peace unto you," to send
them forth with this message of peace to others.
He sends us forth from Himself. He wants us
there in spirit that we may go forth from Him
and with Him. How can we represent a person
we do not know? Therefore all the care to
wash our feet, that we may have "part with
him" where He is now. (Chap. xiii. 8.) God
forbid that we should demur for a single moment
to let Him have His way with us in washing
our feet. He has risen in the power of life in
the Spirit. He imparts it to them. He," the
last Adam, the quickening Spirit," breathes on
them a breath of this new order of life in Holy
Ghost power, as He says, "Receive ye Holy
Ghost "-" the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus."
(Rom. viii. 2; compare Gen. ii. 7.) This is the
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life of new creation in Holy Ghost power. We
do not get union and the Holy Ghost in Person
until after ascension.

We have seen what "these things" were
(chap. xxi. 1), after which" Jesus shewed himself
again to his disciples at the sea of Tiberias," and
we will now look at the "wise" or man'ne?' of
His doing it. I would here n()te that we get
the commission-which comes at the end of all
the other gospels-in the last chapter but one of
John (vel's. 21-23), and a wonderful commission
it was! Another proof of the supplementary
character of the last chapter.

The scene of this last appearance is als()
peculiar to this Gospel and the disciples present.
(Compare Matt. xxviii. 16-18.) It is the very
lake from which He had called them at the
beginning-" from henceforth to catch men or

(Luke v. I-H); and they had forsaken all to
follow Him. Now at Peter's inRtigation (ever
remarkable for natural activity) they return
to it all again. (John xxi. 3.) And in dis­
obedience to His definite appointment to meet
Him on a mountain of Galilee. (Matt. xxvi. 32;
xxviii. 16.) How easily our souls drop down to­
the low level! "I go a fishing, we also go with
thee," means, 'We must look after ourselves now.
aB the One who has provided for us these three
years and more is gone!' But what do they get
by it? Nothing-for" Without me ye can do-
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nothing." No, not with all their fishers' skill;
and they have to find it out. How slow we are
to learn that lesson! How prone to think that
we can do for our~elves in little things, and in
those to which we are accustomed! And to try
to effect an entrance in service where there is no
opening, like blind men groping on a wall for
the door.

What does He do? Rebuke them sharply?
No. "Children, have ye any meat?" There
'was a rebuke wrapped up in the question-as if
to say, "What have you managed to do after
all ?" but so beautifully concealed that nonc of
them could discern it then. And He has to use
His power as Creator, to command the wealth of
the deep into their net, before they knew Him.
And who is the first to know Him? "That
disciple whom Jesus loved." And why is he
permitted to call himself so? Has the Lord
favourites? Did He love one above another?
No. But John drew most upon His love. And
the one who will have most must draw most
upon it. (I do not go into the dispensational
teaching of this portion. " We speak wisdom
among them that are perfect.") Why did they
not know Him? Why often do we not know
him? Because we are not in a state to know
Him. This was "the third time that Jesus
shewed Himself to His disciples after that He
was risen from the dead" (vcr. 14), and yet they
did not know Him!
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When He comes into the air, will He be a
stranger to your heart? Well, we shall know
Him by-and-by, "Whom not having seen, ye
love." What a meeting that will be! lsaac
lifting up his eyes and beholding Rebecca, and
Rebecca lifting up her eyes and beholding
lsaac! What a glad day it will be to Him!
<I. The day of His nuptials, the day of the glad­
ness of His heart." When we get God's side
of any truth, it lays hold of us with power, and
then it is that we get OU?' side of it in power in
our souls.

Peter had been out of the boat before to reach
the Lord. (Matt. xiv. 28-31.) Thank God, for
the faith which can leave the thing which man
has made for the water, to go to Jesus. " Lord,
if it be thou "-that is all. Let the billows be
ever so high, if it be Himself we can go. Here
Peter swims to Him on the shore. (Ver. 7.)
What! the one who denied Him? Yes j but he
knew that heart, and he was about to know it
better still. He knew enough of it now to go
straight to Him, notwithstanding all his failure.
And what do the disciples find when they reach
the shore? "A fire of coals there, and fish laid
thereon, and bread." Their fishing would not
have procured this ready-made provision. How
it shews His interest in and care for us! And
how it might have rebuked their want of faith.
When He comes to sup with us, He does not ask
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us to provide; nor does He occupy us with our
catch, though He is ever interested in it. (Ver. 10.)
Peter had never had the like before, but He
could leave it to go to Jesus. Directly they
land, the Lord says, "Come anu dine." Here
we get the "wise" (ver. I), the manner He
shewed Himself to them; and after this, the
way He acts in seeking to gain our hearts. He
wants them that He may get a note of praise
out of them for Himself: " Unto him that loveth
us, and washed us from our sins in his own
blood." Do not we know it? Does He not
take care to discover it to us? What do we
come together for on Sunday morning? Is it to
get our hearts lifted up after being down all the
week? Or is it to meet Himself?

A brother told me he was walking over the
border hills one Lord's day morning, with a
shepherd brother, to break bread, a distance of
six miles. After walking some way he noticed
a young woman behind them, who followed at
about the same distance for some time. He
slackened pace to allow her to come up, that he
might have a word with her. As she approached
them, he saw that she looked very worn and ill.
"Where awa?" (that is, where are you going),
he inquired, as she overtook them. " To --,"
naming the place to wJ:lich they were going
themselves. "Where there?" he said. And
she named the meeting room. "What to do



"AFTER THESE THINGS." 109

there?" he asked. "To remember the Lord,"
she replied. " You look very ill and weak to
tmdertake such a journey on foot," he observed.
"It's a' He asks, sir," was her simple response
(that is, it is all He asks). Within two months
she was" with the Lord." Consumption had done
its work. Are we, beloved, up to that poor
consumptive lassie's affection? "To love with
all our heart," we sang. I am afraid we shall
not until we get there. But is there any
excuse? Either Christ or the world will have
our hearts. Have you ever found Him as the
object of yours? Well do I remember the dear
devoted servant of God who came to where I
lived, and persisted in proclaiming in every
preaching and lecture for weeks, "There is a
Man in the glory of God. There is a .Man in
the glory of God," until He became formed
before the eye of my heart as its object. The
very Man of Sychar's well, of Nain's gate (of
whom it is written, "He had compassion on
her," the poor widow bereaved of her only son).
The Man of Bethany. (John xi.) The man of
the gospels, who

" Once, too, hasted
This weary desert through;

Once fully tried and tasted
Its bitterness and woe.

And hence His heart is tender
With truest sympathy-"
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He knows every form of suffering that man can
pass through. Do we want love, or tenderness,
or sympathy? It is only to be found there in
all its fulness and depth. The more we require
it the more He delights to impart it. Do you
know Him f01' yourself? not by hearsay; that
will have no power. That will not help you. I
remember what helped me most at the first con­
ference I ever was at, was to see some others who­
knew that Heart, who knew that Man. I knew
I should never be what they were, but I knew
that by the grace of God I might, and ought to­
be on the same level they were-delivered men.
I do not remember one word said at the meet­
ings, but a remark dropped between the meetings,
by a beloved brother who is here to-day, stuck
in me. It was to the effect that another brother,
who had not spoken, ought to have done so, as
" he was upstairs." And by the grace of God, I
determined to be "upstairs" too. Do not rest
till you are. Do not stop till you are delivered.
"There is, therefore, now no condemnation to­
them which are in Christ Jesus." Believe the
word and you are there. Believe you are over,
and you are there. Years ago I was in an
exhibition of arms, with an American. There
was the complicated old blunderbus and the most
modern rifle. He ran his finger down the line
from the old to the new, "Look at all the
ingenuity that had to be expended before
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simplicity is reached," he said. And so in onr
soul's history. What an amount of "exercise,"
as we call it, or rather of the workings of
unbelief, before the simplicity of faith is
reached. "Abhor" ourselves ! We cannot abhor
ourselves while looking at ourselves. We may
learn, "Behold I am vile." But it is only when
we get right before God Himself, so as to say,
" Now mine eye seeth Thee," that it is " whel'efore
I abhor myself," &c.

And then (to return to our chapter) when He
had probed Peter to the bottom of his heart, He
commits the tenderest objects of His solicitude
to Peter's care. But the blessed Lord does not
probe his conscience until He has made Peter
perfectly at his ease with Him-has fed him, and
served him. (Vers. 12, 13.) And He does not
commit the lambs and sheep to Peter, He does
not place confidence in Peter, until Peter has lost.
confidence in himself. And note, the Lord put
the tenderest objects of His care first, that is, the
lambs-unlike Jacob. (Gen. xxxiii. 2.) Perfect
Master! Then comes such a touch of grace!
Peter had lost the chance of dying with Him,
spite of all his boastfulness. The Lord gives
him the chance of dying for Him, and thus
glorifying God. And then, when He had
brought them up to it, He says, "Follow me."
Not as Messiah now (as in chap. i. 43), but as the
blessed Son of God who had manifested the
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Father. He came into this scene alone from the
eternity with God. (Chap. i. 14.) He passed
through it alone (chap. xii. 24), declaring the
Father. (Chap. i. 18.) "Alone He bore the cross,
alone its grief sustained," forsaken even of God
there. But now in resurrection He has a follow­
ing (chap. xxi. 19-22) associated with Himself.
Here we get our" company," nay His. And we
find He has a yet unfulfilled desire, " If I ~uW

that he tarry till I come." "I will come again."
(Chap. xiv. 3.) "Father, I will that they also,
whom thou hast given me, be with me where I
am." (Chap. xvii. 24.) His will is to come. Do
we say "Amen" to that? Some here, who
belong to that following, are most likely of those
whom that" will " desires to tarry here "till he
come."

" Follow thou me." He attracts and fixes the
eye and the heart. Where was He going? To
the Father's house. A brother's little child said,
"Mother, when they asked Him, (Where dwellest
Thou? • Jesus said, 'Come and see;' and I
know where He dwells-Mr. - made it quite
plain-He dwells in the Father's bosom."

" Dwells in His bosom, knoweth all
That in that bosom lies,

And came to earth to ma!{e it known,
That we might share His joys."

Could that Father do without the affections
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of that Son's heart, when He was down here?
That Son cannot do without our affections whilst
down here. And so He lays Himself out to gain
them. May He keep them wholly for Himself,
" till He come! "

W.G.B.

-~~==~*~=~:-



THE HEAVENLY COLOUR.
COLOSSIANS 11. 13-19; NUMBERS XV. 22-41.

I DESIRE, in the first instance, to say a word in
regard to the books of the Old Testament. I
do not think that we get in them the revelation
of what is purely heavenly, and yet" they are
written for our admonition;" they are written,
one might say, with a heavenly people in view.

It is one thing to see the revelation of what is
in nature and privilege purely heavenly, and
another to see the walk of a heavenly people
through the wilderness. For instance, in the
prophecies of Balaam referred to yesterday, the
people of God are contemplated in the wilderness.
Balaam looked upon them from above, from God;
he saw them with the eye of the Spirit, but he
looked upon them in the wilderness.

Just refer for an instant to the book of Levi­
ticus. The subject treated there is that of
approach to God; and that which comes out in the
early part of the book is of the greatest import­
ance, namely, the offering of Christ, in it~ various
aspects, which is laid as the foundation in the
soul of the believer. That is the great idea in
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the beginning: but you do not get the revelation
of purely heavenly privilege; so far from it, the
testimony of the Holy Ghost is that" The way
into the holiest was not yet made manifest."
Yet we have Aaron and his sons, and the whole
question of approach to God; the death of Christ
in its various aspects laid as foundation in the
soul of the one that approaches. For acceptance,
fellowship, and every blessing, I begin with the
offering of Christ. That offering is the founda­
ti'on of every blessing one experiences down here,
whether it be acceptance or anything else. I
quite admit we get the day of atonement; the
great day of reconciliation comes out, but with
the testimony-" that the way into the holiest
was not yet made manifest."

I come to another point in Numbers. Num­
bers is the walk of !lo heavenly people through the
wilderness. and God's provision for it. Many
things are found there which are not in Leviticus:
for instance, the numbering of the people; the
people are taken account of; the rod of priest­
hood, the water of separation, and so on; God's
provision for a heavenly people where they need
to be supported by priesthood, and are in danger
of contracting defilement.

But for the exposition of heavenly blessing I
must go to where the heavenly things are re­
vealed; and before speaking of things connected
with the walk of a heavenly people, I first have
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to make out what is heavenly. That has led
me to the chapter in Colossians.

The principles that come out in Numbers xv. are
most important in this day. We get two things
brought into juxtaposition-the worst and the
best; and the worst has to be met by the best.
Nothing short of the best will meet the worst.
I often think the millennium will not present the
same contrast as now; evil will be repressed and
its power set aside; there will not be the same
character of things as now. This is a very great
day, the day of the Holy Ghost. Nothing can
transcend the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God
is here, so we get the principle with regard to
believers, that the good figs are very good and
the bad very bad. If the flesh comes out in the
believer it comes out in a way worse than any­
where. I do not think the flesh comes out in its
naked, terrible character anywhere as it does in
the saints. The good figs are indeed very good,
the bad very bad. These two things are brought
into contrast in this chapter in Numbers. The
spirit of lawlessness on the one hand, the very
worst thing in the world, which puts aside every­
thing of God; and, on the other hand, what I
may call the heavenly colour. In order to steer
clear of the principle of lawlessness, what one
needs to bring down into the details of life, and
those nearest the earth, is the heavenly colour.
The Israelites were to stone the man who gathered
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sticks on the sabbath day. It was lawlessness.
It is brought in as an example of presumptuous
sin. If they sinned through ignorance the tres­
pa.'lS might be met, whether as to the nation, or
the individual; but in regard to high-handed sin,
there was no offering at all. It was impossible
for God to go on with it. This man who gathered
sticks was to be stoned; he had made light of the
sign of the covenant between God and His people
in careless self-will. It is just the lawless will of
man at work; it does not come out here in any­
thing very flagrant or immoral, but in putting
aside the ordinance of God, the sign of the cove­
nant. Then comes the direction that they were
to wear a fringe in the borders of their garment,
and in the fringe a ribband of blue. The heavenly
colour was to come down with them, a heavenly
people (of which, of course, we have here only the
figure) going through the wilderness, to the details
that come nearest the earth, the bOTders of their
garments.

I will first say a word about what is heavenly,
and then as to the application of the heavenly
principle to the details of life down here; for I
do not think we can apprehend the latter unless
we are clear in our minds as to what is heavenly.
What is heavenly is, as to us, new creation-God's
workmanship. It is not a patch up of what man
is down here; it is not simply a man going to
heaven when he dies. The heavenly is the new
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thing tha.t is come in. That is what led me to
Colossians ii. 13. It is a wonderful passage. It
is the part of the Epistle in which the truth of
Ephesians is brought into Colossians; and we see
it is all God's work, a.nd God's work in us-what
is wrought in the believer, looked at from that
standpoint as wholly the work of God. We have
been quickened, "quickened together with Christ,"
a truth peculiar to Paul. I would say a word
about that, because I believe it to be a truth of
the very highest moment for everyone to under­
stand. Everyone accepts it, but there may be
many who have not apprehended the force of
being "quickened together with Christ." It
looks upon Christ in the place of death; Christ
gone down into the place of death for the pur­
poses of God. He is raised again from the dead.
quickened in the power of the Spirit, quickened
as man into a new condition; the same
divine Person, but quickened into a new con­
dition; and the wonderful thing that comes out
is, we are quickened together with Hi-m. I
have a very poor idea of the force of it, but
the thought is of the greatest moment. If
quickened, we are quickened for God, so that in
every way we may be agreeable to God; that we
may be according to God in every sense, even a.<>

Christ is according to God. That is the idea to
me of being quickened together with Christ;
quickened for God by God's own work. It if! not
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a. question of how I reach it experimentally; that
is not brought in; it is wholly and entirely the
work of God which has fitted me for Himself,
made me as agreeable to Him as Christ is agree­
able to Him.

Another thing comes out in the passage-that
every impediment that stood between God and
the believer, or that could stand between God and
the conscience of the believer, is removed. He
has taken it all away-trespasses, the handwrit­
ing of ordinances which was against us, princi­
palities and powers, everything which might have
a power over the spirit of the believer, has been
spoiled by the work of the Lord Jesus Christ;
every obstacle completely removed. We are
quickened together with Christ; we are before
God now according to Christ-" quickened to­
gether with Christ."

The next thing therefore that he brings out, is
" the body." Why? How could we be united
to Christ, joined to Christ, if we were not
quickened together with Christ? It is the
character of God's work in regard to believers
that He has quickened us together with Christ,
that we might be associated in the pleasure of
God with Christ. We are that purely and
entirely by God's own work, without a single
wprd brought in as to how the soul reaches it in
its history: It is all the work of God.

It is a blessed thing to think that we are here
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a company of believers, but how far do we enter
into the truth that we are before God for His
pleasure, according to His pleasure in Christ?
There, by virtue of God's work, and nothing
short of that: God's own power in raising Christ,
quickening us, but in the power of the Holy
Ghost, that we may be before God according to
His mind. We get expressions analogous to it
elsewhere. /( As he is, so are we in this world."
That is the way God looks upon us. Of course,
what He looks upon is the result of His blessed
work. It has not come out yet into display,
because we are here in the wilderness still; but
it is all involved in the thought of being quickened
together with Christ. It must go on even to
our bodies. Of course it is only faith that realises
it; it is all true and real before God; the fruit of
His blessed work, and it involves likeness to
Christ in glory. I refer to that to shew we are
heavenly. Wc arc heavenly. It is a great thing
to get hold of that: "As is the heavenly, such
are they also that are heavenly. And as we have
borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear
the image of the heavenly." And we are heavenly
by God's own work, taken out of death as
Christ was raised, taken out of spiritual death
to be before God in the life and liberty of
Christ. To be before God agreeable to HiD;l
as Christ is agreeable to Him, "quickened
together with Christ," quickened to be before
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Him in such sort as to be members of the body 'of
Christ.·

I now turn back to Numbers xv. The thought
.is brought out of provision for ignorant failure.
No doubt it has reference to the future history of
Israel; and in regard to presumptuous sin, sin
done with a high hand, the people who do not
accept the offering of Christ, wilful sin being im­
pnted to them, they will be cut off. Our lot is
cast in a day where we see the spirit of lawless­
ness rampant in the world. People calmly put
aside all that is of God. It is not simply that
they do not like it, but a spirit of lawlessness is
abroad which puts aside everything; one thing
after another that used to be recognised, in this
country at least, as of God. We are fast going
on to the time of Antichrist. Thank God, we
shall never be here to see that time! But we see­
the spirit at work on every hand which will set
aside every ordinance of God. This man who
gathered sticks did not do anything outwardly
very gross, but it was the will of man making
light of the. sign of the covenant between God
and His people. The point for us is, how is this
to be guarded against? If you live in the midst
of evil you are in danger of being infected by it.
See, for instance, the Cretans (as we read inTitus).
At Corinth people lived in a state of luxury and
self-indulgence. The believers there were in
danger of being carried away with the same
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thing. If we see these principles at work we are
in danger of being poisoned by them. What I
would bring before you is the antidote, and I be­
lieve the first thing is to accept that I am heavenly,
and heavenly by God's own work. Then what is
the kind of thing that becomes me down
here? I will tell you in a single word: God's
'Will. What does not become me? My 'Will.
That is the thing most unbecoming in the saints
of God.

I believe the very circumstances through which
a. Christian is called to pass, and the relationships
in which he is set, are all parts of God's discipline
to make him practically pleasing to HimseIf. I
am not sent here to be prosperous in the world.
It is all a question of the will of God. I am here
for that, and I recognise it. I would not care to
lift my finger to gain a worldly advantage,
simply because I know I am here for God's will.
I would not employ 11 patron to gain an advan­
tage for me, because I am here for God's will;
and in the circumstances most suitable for it. I
a.m here to yield my body an in~trument for
God's service, that in my body His will may be
expressed. I bring His will into everything. I
would not push my business. I am there, and I
fulfil it diligently; I bring God's will into it, and
I am happy, and my spirit is quiet and at rest
because I am conscious of being in the place of
God's will. People fret against their circum-
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stances sometimes, and wish to change them, and
they do not better them. They do not find
themselves in a better position for themslllves or
God's people. I do not think people ought to be
in a. hurry to change their circumstances, or to
change their location. I am here, not to have any
part in the lawlessness all around, but to bring
the heavenly principle into every detail of life
down here. "Whether ye eat or drink, or what­
soever ye do, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God and the Father by him."
The question with me is not-Is there any harm
in this or that? I am here in this world for the
will of God; I take up even the relative duties 01'
life in the same way. I bring the heavenly
colour into all the details of life down here; but
the one thing that enables me to do it is the con­
sciousness by the Spirit of God that I am
heavenly by the work of God. I realise that, in
faith, and bring the colour of it into the things
down here. I do the same things an unconverted
man would do. He has his natural ties, so have
I; he has his business; I have my business; but
he acts on human principles of prudence; I bring
the heavenly principle into the lowest details. I
believe that is the antidote to what I may ·call
the dreadful principle of lawlessness that is ram­
Pltnt in the world.

To begin with, we are heavenly by the work of
God. "He has made us meet to be partakers of
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the inheritance of the saints in light." He has
made us suitable for Himself in association with
Christ, by His work which raised Christ from the
dead, and has quickened us together with Him.

F. E. R.



THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FATHER

AND THE SON.~

JOHN XVII. 1-5.

I DARESAY, beloved friends, some may wonder at
my taking up such a passage as this to speak
from. In fact, I feel some hesitation myself.
There are many parts of scripture which one
would not have the same feeling about at all, but
one has some difficulty about ~aking up such
expressions as these-the prayer of the Lord.
What I read is part of the Lord's prayer; some
of us have been accustomed to think of some­
thing else as the Lord's prayer, but this is really
the Lord's prayer. One feels some hesitation, as
I said, in taking up part of the Lord's prayer as
the subject of an address; but it is only with the
thought of bringing out two or three points
which come before us in these first verses.

What I first want to lay down as a principle,
is this: The greatest blessing God has conferred
upon us is the knowledge of divine Persons. It
is the greatest blessing God could confer upon a
creature; no other blessing can come up to it. I
do not think anyone can contest that for an

* Notes of a Lecture given at Quemerford a few weeks
later.
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instant. If I think of what our future is to be,
we come into an inheritance j but whatever we
come into in that way is below us. Naturally it
is so. Suppose I was heir to a great estate now
in my father's possession, and constantly heard it
said all this was to be mine; I should say, I have
a privilege much greater. than that, I have the
privilege of knowing my father. If things were
not altogether out of course in the world, people
would think so. They would consider the
privilege of intimacy with one's father greater
than any advantage one could come into by
being the son of his father. When I look at
divine things, I see there is no blessing God
could confer upon a creature to be compared to
the knowledge of Himself in the blessedness of
His own nature and His own thoughts; for that
is what is involved in the knowledge of God.
Poor sinful creatures that we are, we are called
to heavenly blessing, to the knowledge of God
Himself as He has been pleased to reveal Himself
in His blessed Son.

That is the first principle I want to lay down
before I touch these verses; and then another
thing, namely, that the blessings that belong to
us as Christians, lie completely outside this world
of sense. I do not doubt there are many things
we enjoy down here, such as justification and
peace, and the sense of acceptance. More than
that, God has given to us the Holy Ghost to con-
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duct us through the wilderness, the path-way
down here. We have grace ministered to us in
our circumstances day by day. How could we
get on without it? And not only that, but
mercy. Mercy and grace are not precisely the
same thing; the Christian has both. As the
children of Israel had manna for their daily
necessities, so I have grace ministered to me for
mine. We are the recipients of a thousand
mercies from God to us down here, as the Lord
said to His disciples in regard to temporal
necessities, " Your Father knoweth that ye have
need of these things." Do you not think you
have the care of God in your pathway here?
Do you not remember what the apostle says:
"Therefore we labour and suffer reproach, because
we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour
(Preserver) of all men, specially of those that
believe"? I ask the poorest Christian here, to­
night: Do you not think God cares a great deal
more for you than for those who do not believe?
He is the Preserver of all men, specially of those
that believe. That is the care of God for His
people. We are subjects of that. The Lord told
the disciples not to be careful for the morrow,
what they should eat or what they should drink.
He says, Your Father knows. "Seek first the
kingdom of God, and all these things shall be
added unto you."

I only just bring this forward because it is of
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all importance that we should apprehend and
understand the care of which we are the subjects
down here. I do not believe there is a single
thing which exercises me, that is not a care for
God. You remember the exhodation: "Casting
all your care upon him, for he careth for you."
I should be very sorry. to get into an unreal
Christianity; and it would be that, if we
failed to see the care of God for us down
here. But my point to-night is, that the
privileges that belong to the Christian, his
proper portion, are outside this scene altogether.
These blessings are ours by faith, made good to
us by the Holy Ghost; it is not that we have
not the power to reach them, but they are out­
side this world of sense. Suppose a Christian
dies, what is the effect of death to him? He
goes nearer to his blessings. Suppose it were
possible for a saint to die in the millennium, he
would go away from his blessings, they will be
all upon the earth; but with a Christian it is
totally different. If I die, I simply go to where
my blessings are; I go to the scene to which my
blessings belong. The blessings and privileges
which God has given to me are completely
outside this world of sense; and whatever
may be said about it, the highest of these
lies in the knowledge of God Himself. Who
were the most privileged class in Israel? The
priests. They had no lot nor inheritance among
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the people. What was their portion? They had
access to God in a figurative way (not really),
and they were the only class who approached
God. It was the highest privilege God conferred
in those days. What are we called to? To have
access to God, as we read in Ephesians : " Through
him we both have access by one Spirit unto the
Father." That is the peculiar privilege which
belongs now to the people of God.

Now I pass on, beloved friends. I merely lay
down these two principles: The greatest privilege
you can possibly have, consists in the knowledge
of God, as He has been pleased to reveal Him­
self in the Son; and the blessings peculiar to
the Christian are outside this world of sense
altogether.

I want to dwell upon the first of these verses,
and then to shew you how the third verse
connects itself with the first. " And this is life
eternal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." I
desire to shew what it is to know the Father,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, His Sent
One. I will speak a word or two at the end as
to the capacity, but now I want to speak about
what the blessing is in itself. The Lord prays
these words (He speaks here as a divine Person):
"The hour is come. Father, glorify thy Son,
that thy Son also may glorify thee." He, the
Son, prays to be glorified, in order that He may
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glorify the Father. I wish that God might.
enable me to make plain, in some degree, the
force and l1'leaning of that verse. It is a very
great verse. He was no longer to be here
in humiliation: He prays to be taken out of
humiliation; to be glorified, that He may glorify
the Father. One word about the Father. It
is a great thing to know the Father, to under­
stand what God intends to convey to us by
the name of the Father. There i" nothing
connected with the name of Father in scripture
but pure grace. Scripture keeps every other
thought apart from the name of the Father.
There are things connected with the name of the
Son that are not in connection with the Father's
name. For instance, judgment is not con­
nected with the Father's name, but is with
the Son's, because He, as Son of man, has been
humbled. I remember we were once pretty
much taught, that the Son was for us, and God,
as Judge, against us; but scripture bringi'l bdore
us a very different idea in connection with the
name of the Father. 1 beg you to bear in mind,
that there is no thought in scripture connected
with the name of the Father but pure grace.
All the counsels of grace flow from the heart of
the Father. "As the living Father sent me," &c.
If you were to go through the whole of the
Gospel of J olm, and find every place where" the
Father" occurs, you would, I think, find in every
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one that it is connected with grace. " My Father
worketh hitherto, and I work." I hardly know
a more precious verse. Do you remember the
occasion of it? The Jews were reproaching
Jesus for breaking the sabbath. That was His
reply. The Father had been working ever since
sin came in. He began then to work in grace.
We do not see the Father in creation. The
Father is the name of God revealed in grace.
There never would have been a bit of grace for
man, or a hope of salvation, if the Father had not
begun to work when sin came in.

When the Son was here, what was the Father
doing? He was dra.,ving to the Son. "N0 man
can come to me except the Father, which hath
sent me, draw him." The Father was drawing
to the Son, that souls might be blessed by the
Son, that He might bless them, because they
were given to Him of the Father. There was,
what I might call, the most wonderful admini­
stration of grace when the Lord Jesus Christ was
here upon earth: the Father drawing to the
Son, and the Son delighting to bless those who
came, because the Father had drawn them. He
delighted in them; He appreciated them, because
they were given of the Father. "Him that
cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out." \Vhy?
Because they were drawn to Him by the
Father.

Two or three other expressions I refer to.
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.. My Father giveth you the true bread from
heaven." The Jews wanted a sign, and said their
fathers ate the manna in the wilderness. Jesus
answers, "Moses gave you not the bread from
heaven. My Father giveth you the true bread
from heaven. For the bread of God is He
which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life
unto the world."

Then too, I recall another passage in John iv.:
" The hour is come when the true worshippers
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth:
for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.
God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must
worship him in spirit and in truth." This is the
necessity of what God is; but as to the activity
that was going on Jesus says, "The Father
seeketh such." I bring these quotations forward
to prove my point, and it is a very important
one, that scripture takes care to keep the Father's
name connected with grace. All the counsels of
blessing belong to the Father. It is a great
thing to see the glory of each divine Person.
Each divine Person has His own peculiar glory.
Counsels belong to the Father. The Son says,
" All things that the Father hath are mine," and
again, "The Father loveth the SOJ}, and sheweth
him all things that himself doeth." I want you
to see the thought connected with the Father's
name, and that He is the source of all the counsels
of grace.
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Now the- Lord says, "Father, the hour is come;
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify
thee." What do you think that means? It is
not the same thing as the Son of man being
glorified, "crowned with glory and honour," as
in Hebrews ii. Here it is the Son of God:
"Father, glorify thy Son." He prays that He
may be taken out of the condition of humiliation
into which he had entered, and to be glorified,
that He might glorify the Father. How would
He glorify the Father? I will tell you: By
giving effect to all the Father's counsels of grace.
That is the idea which is connected with the Son.
He says, "I come to do thy will, 0 God!" He
has become the Sent One in order that He may
accomplish God's will. He is what we may call
the Agent, the One who effects all. If He is to
give effect to these counsels He must be glorified.
He could not give effect to them in humiliation.
He came down here in humiliation that He
might put away sin; but He is no longer here in
the place of humiliation. He was down here,
and, in a sense, His glory was veiled. It is no
longer so now: He is glorified, that He might
glorify the Father. These are thoughts connected
in scripture with the names of these blessed,
divine Persons. "The Father sent the Son to be
'the Saviour of the world." He is the source of
all these counsels; and we have the Son now
glorified to give effect to them.
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I pass on now to verse 3, to speak for a
moment about the Father and the Son. I wish
I knew more about it! I wish I were more in
the power of the Holy Ghost to bring it with
more unction before you. The great thing is to find
an attraction in these names. I think people
need to be attracted, to be drawn from the
influence and power of things here, and I wish I
could present the attraction in the names of the
Father and the Son! It is a wonderful thing,
that when sin has come in to spoil everything
here, we should find there were counsels of
blessing in the heart of the Father, the thought
as it \vere of reconstructing everything-of new
creation and all connected with it; and then the
Son comes down here in humiliation, taking part
in flesh and blood, going down to death that He
might put away sin, and then be glorified in order
to give effect to all these wondrous divine coun­
sels of the Father; and these counsels are bound up
with our blessing, and the blessing of the worlel
too. It is indeed blessed to know this in the
midst of this world of ruin and sin. It was
wonderful for the Lord to be able to say to a
poor woman: "The Father seeketh such to
worship him." Sinful, degraded as you are, you
are not below the notice of the Father. "My
Father giveth you the true bread from heaven;"
but He had also to say to the Jews, " Ye have
seen me, and believe not;" and then, there had
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to be also the silent work, the drawing of souls
to Jesus by the Father.

You may depend upon it, beloved friends,
heaven ,vill be a wonderful scene; I quite admit
we enter into heavenly joys now by anticipation,
but heaven will be a wonderful scene, where the
Father will be fully known, and the Son too.
These blessings belong not to the earth but to
heaven, where the Father anJ the Son are known
'\vithout a veil.

"This is life eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent." This is what we arc called to!
The highest and greatest privilege to which we
are called, is to know these divine Persons. To
know is a very great word. It does not mean to
know there are such divine Persons, but as we
say in natural language, 1 bww such a person;
that means, I am intimately acquainted with him,
I delight in his company. That is the idea of
"know" here. "This is life eternal, that they
might know thee." The Father was to be known
as the only true God; and who is the Father?
Such a One as I have been trying to bring before
you-the Source of all the counsels of blessing.
I often think, when we are in the presence of the
Father, whatever we are before the Father
originated in His heart'; and it is not only the
knowledge of the Father, but of "Jesus Christ,
thy Sent One." I do not think the disciples,
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when the Lord Jesus was on earth, could com­
pletely know Him; and for this reason, His glory
was veiled. It could not help being veiled,
Lecause of the condition in which He took part
as man down here. But His glory is not veiled
any longer; He is glorified; He is taken out of
that condition into which He entered down here ~

He is risen and glorified. And now it is, "This
is life eternal, to know thee the only true God~

and Jesus Christ, thy Sent One."
I ask everyone here to-night, how far do we

enter into this? How far do we appreciate that.
this is the privilege and ble"sing God has con­
ferred upon us? There are many things we
rejoice in. People rejoice in the knowledge of
salvation, and rightly; and they rejoice in hope
of the glory. But what I desire to bring before
you is, your present privilege (for it is present
and not future only), that we should know the
Father, the Source of all the counsels of grace~

and the Son, who is become the Sent One to give
effect to all the Father's will.

Two or three other points I desire just to­
speak of-our side of it, as I might call it, as to
our capacity, and so on. I do not think one
could ever understand it without apprehending
first the position in which we are placed, and the
power and capacit,y God has given by which we
can enter into this privilege; for I need hardly
say, no creature, as a creature, could cnter into it
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for a single instant. The point is, we are to know
the Father and the Son in their own circle, if
you can understand the expression. It is not as
the angels know God; they' do not know the
Father and the Son. The Lord said, "In heaven,
their angels do always behold the face of my
Father, who is in heaven;" but they do not know
the Father in the sense of this verse. You must
be in that circle, as the Apostle John says in
his epistle: "These things write we unto you,
that ye also may have fellowship with us, and
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with
his Son, Jesus Christ." I do not, of course, mean
to say but that the Father has His glory, and the
Son His glory; but we are put into that circle.
How are we put into that circle? Do you
remember a verse in John i., "As many as
received him, to them gave he power (title) to­
become the children of God," &c. What is the
effect of divine birth? To make us children of
God. Jesus has given us title to that place (we
could not have it without title), the One who
died because of what we are; the Son of man
lifted up, who has borne the judgment of our
state, that He might bring us into His own
relationship as man with the Father. You get it
all brought out in John XX., "Go, tell my brethren,
I ascend unto my Father and your Father, my
God and your God." You see that the first thing
which He does, as risen from the dead is to-
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place the disciples in the same relationship as
Himself with His Father, and His God. He
puts them into this circle and family privilege.
Scripture tells us of other families in what one
might call the economy of blessing; but I speak
-of this one family privileged to enjoy communion
with the Father and the Son. The first thing is
relationship. The youngest babe in Christ that
has the Spirit, cries" Abba, Father." I admit it;
but I do not think every babe appreciates, and
.enters into this knowledge of the Father and the
Son, as we get it in this verse of John xvii. It
belongs to them, the youngest and oldest alike;
but to enter into it involves faith, and the know­
ledge of deliverance. All this belong,~ to every
Christian. Faith in Christ belongs to the babe;
.deliverance by the death of Christ belongs to the
babe as much as to the father, but I question if
the babe enters into it as the father doe~. A
very good thing if it were so, but I do not think
it is so.

Realisation is a very good word, because you
realise what belongs to you; so that with the
blessings of the Christian, everything belongs to
.every Christian alike, but very many Christians
may not have realised what belongs to them in
the gift of God; but it is none the less the gift of
God to all alike. It is a very great thing to enter
into the enjoyment of this circle of blessing. I
;ask everyone here to-night, Do you know what
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it is to enjoy fellowship with the Father and
with His Son Jesus Christ? Manifestly that
is outside this world. You have to go in the
power oL the Holy Spirit by faith outside this
world altogether. It is the greatest blessing that
God could confer upon us, but it is completely
()Utside this world of sense.

I have spoken about the relationship Christ
has given us as chilclren; and there isanothel'
thing-the divine nature, I must be according
to God as to nature-one in nature with Christ.
If I am not according to the Father and the Son
in nature I could not know them. If I had only
human nature, even if it were perfectly pure, I
could not know the Father and the Son in this
way. vVe have the nature; it is not only that
Christ has given to us the relationship, but the
nature. The Son quickeneth whom He will.
He quickens aftel' His own Ol:der. He gives
us a nature r-mited to the relationship in which
He sets us,

Then there is a third thing needed, and that
is p01l'er. We have that too. The H,oly Ghost is
power. After the Lord, in John XX., had con­
ferred upon the disciples relationship, He gave
them power. "He breathed on them and said,
Receive ye the Holy Ghost." All these things
belong to every Christian: every Christian i~

brought into this privileged circle by the cross
of the Lord Jesus Chrj~t, The Lord Jesus Christ
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has gone to the cross, in order that he might
close up my history here; He bore the judgment
of my state, so that He might bring me into
relationship with His Father and His God.
That is what He has done for every believer;
every believer is entitled to know it, is set in
that relationship; the nature is given by the
quickening power of the Son, and the Holy
Ghost is given that we may not only have the
nature but the power. It is the Spirit of God's
Son that is sent forth into the hearts of Ohristians.
As Paul says, "Because ye are sons, God hath
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father! "

Well, now, clear brethren, I feel my great
inability to bring the Father and the Son before
you according to what I may call their own
proper attractiveness, and indeed it is only the
Holy Ghost who can do it; but it is a most wonder­
ful thing to me to think that the Father should
have been pleased to reveal Himself in the
Person of His Son, in the midst of this sin­
stricken world. Knowing what the world is,
knowing what I am, it is blessed indeed
to know what counsels of grace have been in
the heart of the Father from all eternity, and
that the Son should have become the Sent One,
in order to accomplish all this. "The Father
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world."
And here :If<: we brought into all this privileg-e
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now-everything given to us to qualify us for it.
We could not have the knowledge without the
relationship; and not only the relationship, but
the nature and the power also given that we
may have fellowship with the Father and His
Son Jesus Christ.

I should be inclined to insist strongly upon
the importance of faith and deliverance. I do
not mean simply the acceptance of the work
of Christ for us; that is the beginning; you
would not be a believer at all without that, of
course; but what characterises the Christian is
present faith in Christ. He is to me the Object
of faith, and governs my soul because He is;
and by His death I am delivered from this
present evil world. The link is broken. You
will have to go through this world. I quite
admit it; but I am sure it is a ~reat thing to
realise that you are free from it; it has no
claims upon you. I do not care about my statns
in this world; it is not" of moment to me. I pass
through in the grace of God, but I am free of it,
because the grace of God has set me in a heavenly
place and relationship before Him.

I pray God in His grace to come in (if I have
not made things clear, and very likely I have
not) to present to you the attractiveness of the
Father and the Son, that you may know all the
blessings in scripture connected with the Father's
name. Christ not only declared the Father, but
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He manifested the Father's name. (John xvii. 6.)
The wonderful truth that came out was that
God could stand in relationship to a man as
Father. Jesus manifested His name. I can
now say Father; I know Him in the consciolls­
ness of His love to me, and I know Him too as
the Object of my love. Scripture takes the­
grea~est possible pains, as I have said, to keep
clear the Father's name from everything but
thoughts of grace. Then, too, if you think of
the blessed Son: who became Man that He might
bear the judgment of our s~ate, who as Son of
Man was lifted up, and, having glorified God,
is Himself glorified, in order that He may give
effect to the Father's counsels of grace.

It is only a little while, and all tl?ese wonder­
ful things will come to light. We arc privileged
to enter into them now by faith, but the time
will come when these eternal counsels will be
fully displayed, and then in heavenly courts we
shall rejoice eternally in the knowledge of the
Father, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, His
Sent One. That is the circle to which you and
I by grace belong. Our blessing is bound up
wi~h the knowledge of these blessed, divine
Persons, and the nature and the power is given
to us by which we may enjoy this knowledge,
which the Lord speaks of in this verse.

Beloved friends, have you e\'er been really
exercised about it? People ought not to remain
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just upon the threshold of Christianity. Forgive­
ness of sins, and even the gift of the Holy Ghost,
is the threshold, as it were. The point is, to. go
'in, to enter into the house-the circle into which
you are brought by grace, to enjoy fellowship
with the Father and the Son. We could not
know these divine Persons if God had not been
pleased to reveal Himself to us.

May God really give us exercise of heart about.
it, that we may not go on grovelling here, but.
that we may have grace to go within, and know
these blessed, divine Persons where they are at
home, if I may so speak. It is a great thing to
know a person at home. Yon never know
people till you know them at home. Christ
was not at home down here, He was in a
foreign scene. Now He is at home, and we
have the power to know Him then. 'rVe have
the relationship, the nature, and the power.
Then what do we want more? We want faith,
and we want deliverance. It is not that they
are not ours, but we are slow sometimes to take
them up.

May God exercise our hearts! I assure you I
am exercised about it, and about the miserable,
low state of the people of God. How they grovel
down here!

May God stir US up, beloved friends, that we
may enter now into what is to be our blessed
and eternal portion. F. E. R.


