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TIIEE SEVEN CHURCHES.

INTRODUCTORY.
Rev. L
N takimg up this Seripture I do not expect
to bring before you anything new, but I
desire rather to present afresh that which
has been 1eceived and known among us for many
years; my reason will hecome apparent as we
20 Ol
The Book ol Revelation is evidently a prophetic
word ; 1t 18 g0 called m chap. 1. verse 3, “ the words
of this prophecy.” Prophecy 1s brought before
us in the New Testament in a double way ; there
15 the gilt of prophecy as in the writings of the
apostles and  prophets, communicat.ons of the
mind ol God for the church. Apostles and
prophets went together n that way. An apostle
had a divine commission for the ordering and
establishment of Christianity ;  he might be a
prophet as well, and, ndeed, generally was;
the prophet communieated the word of God
to those whom he addressed, and their writings
were  prophetic  writings. But  prophecy has
another character, and this 1s largely seen in
the Old Testament. When that which God
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has set up has failed, prophecy comes in to point
out the failure and to call to repentance, but it
also comes in as a ministry of testimony as to
the future, and communicates what God will
bring in by Christ. All that has been committed
to the hand of man has failed, but all will be
taken up and made good by Christ. When once
a thimg has failed m the hands of man, though
God may call to repentance and give space for
it, yet, as here in the case of the candlesticks,
He does not set up the failed thing—Ie could
not do that. Not that He gives up Tlis purpose,
for everything will eventually be headed up n
Christ. Meanwhile Ile gives a prophetic testi-
mony, by which He keeps the truth of This callimg
hefore the hearts of the [aithful, and leads thenr
minds to the verifieation ol Iis purpose i Christ.

I would make another preliminary remark.
There are two great subjects in Seripture: one,
the history of this world as under the eye of God ;
and the other, His purpose m Christ hefore
there was a world or its history. God has been
pleaced to make this world, and He must he its
supreme Ruler and Governor. It has a course
and history, and its history comes to an end.
During its history God works out and solves
the who'e question of good and evil. It 1s the
sphere of the development of Iis ways with
man, and when all is worked out Ife folds up
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the created heaven and earth as a vesture, and
there 18 a new heaven and earth, and the history
of this world 1 concluded. The other subject
of Seripture, the eternal purpose of God, can
only be dimly perceived in the Old Testament.
Here and there one can trace the thread of
purpose underlying the history of God’s ways
in government, but it was veiled and hidden during
the various dispensations wherein God was
dealing with this world, and with man upon it;
Enoch’s translation was an example. It is in
the New Testament that we find that there
was in God’s nmund a purpose in Christ hefore
the world was, and that man was the heing in
whom that purpose was to be carried out. There
i3 to be a universe of bliss—a new heaven and
carth where everything is eternal, because all
will be according to God’s eternal purpose in
Christ.  The millennium 18 the antechamber.
so Lo speak, to that universe of bliss; 1t is the
time ol sulxluing everything to Christ, the time
of heading up all things in IHim, but evidently
with a view to God’s eternal purpose; because
when Christ has subdued everything to Himself,
I[Te delivers up the kingdom to God even the
I'ather, and the Son no longer exercises Lordshig
as i the Millennium, but takes the original
place of man (though ever the Son) in blessed
subjection to Ilim who put all thmgs under
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Him, that God may be all in all in the universe
of bliss. It 1s no longer, as mn the Millennium,
that Christ is Tead of different families in heaven
and earth, Head of the Jews, Head of the chureh,
Tlead of the Gentiles, and so on. In the cternal
state there 1s no Jew nor Gentile, 1t 1s simply man.
“The tabernacle of God 18 with wen, and he
will dwell with them ”; and Christ, m whom
is God’s eternal purpose, retains the place of
man which according to that purpose Ile took,
the Head of man, and the chureh ig assoctated
with Him for ever.

These two pomts are important for us, because
we have a double character as Christians,  We
can regard ourselves as those chosen m Christ
before the world was, oiven to Chirst by the
Father and drawn by the Tather to Ilim, and
belongmg, as m Chest, to the purpose which
was before the world was. Our place m Christ
i3 the mystery which was hidden from ages and
generations, bhut is now revealed. There was
no revelation m the Old Testam nt of man having
A place m the heavenly places i Christ. The
carth was given fo the children of men. It
may be asked, Did not Abraham look for heaven ?
He looked for (fod’s city, and for a better country,
and the Spirtt adds by Paul, * that 1s a heavenly ”
and we now know that the city he looked for
he will find in the heavenly dJerusalem. The
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revelation of this is not in the Old Testament,
all was dimly seen therve, we get the licht of it in
the New Testament. The Old Testament indeed
spoke ol the exaltation of the Son of man, and
of all things being put under His feet; but that
a glorilied Man should be the firsthorn among
many hrethren, and Iead of llis body, was not
revealed. Itven m reading Psalm viii. an Old
Testament saimt would not have gathered that
the Son of man was to be exalted above the
heavens where Jehovahh had set His glory ;
the dommion there spoken of does not go heyond
that which was given to Adam. All has been
brought to pass o Christ.  le has gone up far
above all heavens, and God’s glory set ahove
the heavens centres m IHim, the blessed Man
of s counsels. Psalm viii. speaks of all things
bemg put under s feet, but it was given to
Paul to unfold the fulness of those words and
to bring out the purpose of God m Christ. In
Damel viio we read of “the saints of the high
places,” but i Ephesiang Paul shows us that
it 13 those who are quickened together with
Christ who are made to sit down m the heavenly
places (o Him. We may see 1 Ive belng given
as a helpmeet to Adam, who was set over the
works of God’s hands, a type ol the church
bene united to  Christ, now that we have
the revelation m the New Testament. The
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‘Lord Jesus Christ having heen rejected as the
Messiah come to Israel according to promise,
s death became the open door (the veil having
been rent) for the revelation of the purpose of
God. The purpose was hefore the failure, 1t
was ever in God’s mind; but He was pleased to
work out the question of good and evil and brin:
1t to an 1ssue mm the cross, in order that Ihs
purpose might be established in redemption.
Then we can look at ourselves in connection
with the ways of God upon earth; man has
heen proved; the Jew totally rejected the ofter
of Christ in whom was the fulfilment of all the
promises, and he crucified the One 1 whom
all was offered. Iiverything was ruined on
that side, and the Jew was mantfested to he
apostate and perishing.  The Gentile had long
given up God altogether, he was without God,
dead n  trespasses and sins.  As Christians,
we can look at ourselves, thouzh still hiere, as
having been saved out of the rwin of the world
by the effectual work of God’s Spiit separating
us to Christ.  ITe went down mto the judgment
which lay upon man universally.  Lle went down
under the full power of death and rose again,
and the work of the Spirit of God leads the soul out
from death and doom to the salvation in Christ,
and more than that, to know that the portion of
believers now 18 that of association with (‘hrist.
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There may be some young believers liere who
well understand that the Lord Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, and to meet their
deep necessities, but who hardly understand
what 1s meant by association with Christ. But
let me say to you that there is no other place
of real Dblessing for you. You cannot stay in
association with this world, though you are in it.
This world 18 a doomed world, it lies under
judgment.  Man 1s not only guilty, he 13 lost—
that 1s his condition, and i the type, what met
that was not the blood of the passover lamb,
but the brazen serpent lifted up. The point
there was the powson of the serpent’s bite, in
other words the powson of sin.  Satan’s mischief,
not working by outward means as by Pharaoh’s
power, but inwardly, death working in us. It
was a dying scene when the brazen serpent was
lifted up. and a man had to look up out of such
a scene 1o the serpent on the pole, and we have
to look up out of the perishing scene where men
are lost, to Christ lifted up between earth and
heaven. Christ, rejected of men, oftered IHimself
without spot to God. He was made sm indeed,
but e died as an offering to God, and as you
look up to Ilim lifted up, you find that the cross
of Christ 1s on the road to heaven. Another
scene 15 opened to you, not man perishing, but
God glorified. That 1s the way m which the
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cross 18 looked at in John’s gospel, 1t 1s the door
into eternal life and the purpose of God. There
18 no place for you, dear young bheliever, in this
perishing world; it 15 a rolling sea of sm and
death in which men and women are sinking.
There is life in Christ, who has been lifted up out
of 1t, and the special place of the church 13 that
of association with Christ. There could not
have been such a thought 1 the Old Testament
as saints being quickened with the life of a Man
risen out of death, the Spirit being the Spirit
of Ilis life n us, and also uniting wus to Ihim,
That 13 God’s blessing for Christians now.

Now while the portion of the ehurch is con-
nected with God’s purpose for us m Christ, (for
as we have seen, it has no portion m this world)
yet bemng actually down here, the chureh has
come m*o the place which Israel once held
the earth, that of testimony, and the idea of the
candlestick 18 connected  withh  that. The
testimony of Israel was to Jehovah, the supremeo
Ruler of the world e made. Ile vindicated
His title by destroymmg the great power of the
earth 1n  Pharaoh, and 1m  delivering  Israel.
Pharach had said, Who 1s Jehovah 2 and that
raiszd the question of Jehovalh’s rights.  Man
asserted his lordship in the earth, and Jehovah
made good His title hoth to Ilis people and to
the mberitance Ie gave to them. 1t i a necessity
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for us to understand these rights of God in order
to understand the Book of Revelation. These
rights of God are now given into the hands of
Christ, all 13 put under His feet, and the church
13 the witness to the heavenly glory of that
blessed Man while He sits at God’s right hand
until s enemies are made His footstool.

L go back for a moment to the history of this
world, m order to show vou the two ways in
which  man asserted himself in ndependence
of God, and bothh come to their height in the .
Book of Revelation. The first 18 m man’s
confederation  at  the Tower of Dabel. By
conlederation he would make a name, and a
reputation for works which reached to heaven.
God has given us the outcome of such a prineiple,
“Nothing will be restrammed from them which
they have imagined to do”; and He broke their
purpose by scattering them. The second assertion
of himwell by man was in Nimrod—imperial
power. One man with power became mighty
i the ecarth, even as now a King or Iimperor
with a great army might do his own wiil,
were there not providential harriers restraining.
This culmmates i the beast at last.

But though man asserts himself, yet he 1s
not suflicien for himself, he has no thought of
God s rights, and consequently falls mto 1dolatey.
In the close of this book everything is dolatrous ;



14 THE SEVEN CHURCIIES.

Babylon, the outcome of man’s confederation,
1s 1dolatrous ; and the beast is idolatrous. Joshua
xx1v. 2 shows us that even Terah, Abraham, and
Nachor served other gods, before the God of
glory appeared t» Abraham. After the scattering
at DBabel the earth was parcelled out among
the different tongues and families, but with no
acknowledgment of God’s rights. Then God
brings out H4is heir to the world in Abraham, and
afterwards He brings the posterity of Abraham
out from captivity under the world’s power that
He might establish them in Canaan. When
Israel ecrossed the Jordan God began to take
possession of this world, and to assert s rights.
The ark of the Lord of all the carth made a way
for His people, and the power which held the
land was overthrown. What Jehovah began
to do mn Joshua’s day will bhe finished at the
seventh trumpet of chap. x1. of this book. “The
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms
of our Lord, and of higs Christ; and he shall
reigh for ever and ever.” Taking possession
of Canaan was God beginning to make good
His title to the whole world.

Then Israel were unfaithful withesses of
Jehovah’s glory, they did not hold the land for
God. There was a momentary and figurative
expression of God’s rights over all the earth
Solomon, but when the true Heir came they
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Ckilled 1lim, and sent Him out of the earth,
but God will accomplish Iis own counsel, and
Christ will reign. Tha church 13 not a witness
to God’s power in overthrowing kings and
nations, but to God’s power in the overthrow
of death, and of him who had the power of death.
Of old time e overthrew the power of Pharaoh,
and the southern and northern confederacies
of the seven nations of Canaan, as well as the
kingdoms of Sithon and -Og. Now God has
rased Chrst from the dead, and He has been
set far above every principality and power and
might and dominion at God’s right hand in the
heavenly places.

.This brings before us another point which
could not be made fully manifest in the Old
Testament, that 1t was Satan’s power wheh
was behind Pharaoh and the other hostile powers
who opposed God’s rights in Israel. Now and
again the curtain was drawn aside, and Satan
1s vecn acting as in the days of Job or Ahab,
but 1t was the presence of Christ here which
detected  Satan. Ilow often Satan’s power,
demoniacal power, comes before us i the gospels ;
I do not suppose that it 1s less to-day, hut it was
made manilest by the presence of Christ. The
first miracle recorded in Mark’s Gospel is the
casting out of a demon. The man possessed
was 1 the synagogue, and there undetected
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‘il the Lord entered; then the man eried out,
“What have we to do with thee .thou Jesug of
Nazareth. . . . I know thee who thou art,
the Holy One of God.” The cause of so much
mischiel in this world was detected. In the
early days of the church also Satan was detected
by the presence of the Spirit, as in the cige of
Ananias and Sapphira. Now the place from
whenee these principalities and powers of evil
act iy 1 the heavens, and there ecan be no full
deliverance for this poor world until Satan is
cast out of heaven, and Christ and the church
take thewr destine:d piace 1 the heavens which
have been cleared of Satan’s power. The Lord
anticipa’ed that moment m Luke x. “ I beheld
Satan a+ lichtning fall from heaven ”; the actual
castinge out s i chap. xu. ol this book.,  Mean-
while the ehurch s down here 1in witness to the
victory which Christ has gamned over the power
of death and Satan. I am unot looking now at
the church as united to Christ in the heavenly
places, hut as m the place of witness down here
for Christ. It 1 now, not the hfting up of
Jehovalh’s arm to overthrow P’haraoh, but Christ
has led captivity captive, having stripped every
hostile power, and has given the gifts of the
Spirit, in order that all the power of Satan should
be futile agamst the church.

But now ‘comes the point, IIas the church
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continued to be a witness of the victory of Christ,.
and of the place of the glorified Man at God’s
right hand 2 It was set here to be a witness,
as having been brought by the Spirit into the
light of that glory into which He has entered,
and which is vet to dawn on thus world when
Christ rises from God’s right hand. The chureh
was set mm witness to the nmghts of Christ, and
to mamtain it agamst the whole power of Satan.
Ilas 1t done s0? We shall see as we go on that
it has not done so, and where the failure hegan.
The church as united to Christ is not the subject
of propheey, it could not be. What can be
prophesied as regards that which i1s perfect in
Christ 2 but as a candlestick set 1 responsibility
down here to give light for Christ, it becomes
the subject of prophecy. In this book we have
not the Spirtt of God communicating the things
of Christ to the church, but a prophetic word
eiven to John by an angel, when the candlestick
was fatling to give light.

It may help as to the character of prophecy
to see how 1t first came in. There can be no
doubt that God committed to Isracl a great
typieal system; they failed again and agam but
at last Ife established them in His land as His
witnesses, and set His tabernacle of 1witness
among them at Shiloh. It would have been a
wonderful thing if there had been a head of such

9

-
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a system, who would have maintained everything
for God; hut the first real departure from the
callmg was in the two and a half tribes settling
down on the other side of Jordan apart from
the sanctuary and all that was centred there.
It 1s a picture of what has taken place in the
chureh, as we shail see in Pergamos.  Alterwards
came the breakdown of the whole system of
things in Jsrael. Instead of the priest .with
Urim and Thummim maintaining everything
in the light of God till the earth was filled with
His glory, we read that through the priests
the offerimg of the Lord was abominable; then
the ark was taken captive by the Philistines,
and Ichabod—the glory is departed—was written
on Israel; mnotwithstanding, Jehovah main-
tained His glory mn the face of the gods of the
Philistines. Here it is that propheey begins.
Samuel was established as a prophet of the Lord.
IHe ministered the word of God. TFaith could
not find any place of hope mn a broken-down
system, but in the fact that God had not forsaken
His people, but spoke to them through Samucl.
Ie let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground.
In this way God brought His word to bear upon
the condition of the people, and through prophetic
testimony led them to hope for the Lord’s
Anointed, and the kingdom and priesthood
established in Him. How does that work with
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regard to the church as the vessel of light 2 We
have to listen to what the Spirit says to the
churches.  The voice of the Spirit here 1s prophetic,
in the sense of meeting the state of things in the
church by the testimony of Jesus. We have
the voice of the Spirit recorded; but more, at
different times there have heen those raised up
of God who ecould bring the prophetic word
of the Spirit as to the state of the candlesticks
to bear on the faith{ul, and point to the arising
of the Dright and Morning Star. Samuel
anoimted David on God’s hehalf, and the Spirit’s
volce leads the awakened saints to say, Come,
Lord Jesus! While the successive steps of
[ailure in the church are developed in the seven
candlesticks, the prophetic voice of the Spirit
gives the promises of Christ to the overcomer.
In the last four churches the eye of the overcomer
is directed to the Morning Star and the coming
kingedom,

I vead this fivst chapter to bring before you
the character of this prophetic word addressed
to the churches as set here to be a light for Christ.
If the church had not been brought into the
tight of Christ, 1t could not have been a candle-
stick.  We  may ask  ourselves individually,
How far do people see in us the light of Christ ?
We may be able to interpret the symbols of this
bools, and understand mysteries, but apart from
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Christ dwelling in our hearts we shall not give
much light for Him. It i1s our demeanour, and
what we are set for, that people see. The true
light came in with Christ, and was to be continued
in s people according to the word in Luke xi.,
“ No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth
it in a secret place, . . . but on a candlestick,
that they which come in may sce the lLight.”
The Lord then says, “The light of the body 1s
the eyc: therefore when thine eye 1s single, thy
whole body 13 also full of light.” 1'he body 1s to
be luminous, because the eye 1s occupied with
one object—Christ. It i3 not what we hold as
doctrine ; but what are we engaged with 2 What
light do we give ?

The Lord had before ILm seven candlesticks ;
there were seven actual states existing i the
seven churches i Asia which came under Llis
eye, and Ile searches the state of each judicially,
and pomts out the fallure of witness for Hum.
In Ephesus the church had left its first love.
At one time Christ was enough for the church.
He was enough to fill the mind and thoughts
of the saints, as He was for Mary, who found her
part in sitting at the feet of Jesus and hearing
Tlis words. As to ourselves, dear friends, 13
Christ enough for us? Christ speaks of the
church at Ephesus as having fallen. Perhaps
some of us could hardly speak of having fallen,
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so little have we thought of belonging to Christ
m heaven. One may say, I have known the
forgiveness of sing, and I have loved Him for
what Ile has done for me, but I have hardly
thought of being attached to Him, of being His.
But Christ does not merely point out the failure,
but IHe presents Himself to each church in a
character suited to its state, and gives promises
to sustain and help the overcomer.

I wanted tlis first address to be introductory,
and therefore I close with one word in regard
to the promise to the overcomer. It may, as
in Kphesus, be that whieh every Christian will
enjoy—the Tree of Life in the paradise of Grod—
but it is given as a special encouragement to the
overcomer in Iphesus. If one were treading
a weary road, we know at the end there 15 home,
but if from some vantage point we got a glimpse
of home, 1t would not make home more sure
to us, but what an encouragement to pursue
our way! To enter into the taste of all that
Christ is in the paradise of God would surely
recall our hearts to IHis love, and bind them
afresh to ITim, and thus our witness for Christ
in heaven would be revived. We cannot look
for it in the ehurch at large, but may we know
what it is to have a single eye for Christ, and
thus to have bodies full of light, that we may
he hight for Him down here.
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LPHESTUS, SMYRNA, PERGAMOS.
Rev. n. 1-17.

IT 1s not my thought to attempt much exposition
of these Lipistles to the seven churches, as the
cgenerally received interpretation must be
familiar to most here. 1 want rather to look at
them in a practical way as having a present hearmg
on ourselves, so that there may be help and profit
for God’s people at this time.

I begm with one remark as to the Book of
Revelation. Things are presented symbolically,
and that is of great value to us. The three churches
we are looking at have actually passed away,
and 1f we look at them as portraying three succes-
sive states in the history of the chureh at large,
those states have gone by.  What we may call the
historic chureh, that which began with the
apostles, comes under the judgment of the Lord
in Thyatira. The three phases of the histore
church which we are considering led to that point.
I speak of it as the historie ehureh, hecause 1t 18
that which held the place before men of the ehurch
in its responsibility to give light for the glorified
Man at God’s right hand. We may he now in
the days when the Laodiccan state has set .
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but the value of the symbol 1s that we are
oceupied with the state symbolised, and not with
this or that erent i history. It is the moral
state of things which 18 under the eye of the
Spirit.  The thing symbolised in a candlestick
18 light-hearing, that 13 the point specially fixed
on our attention by the symbol. One of the most
fruitful sources of faulty interpretation with
regard to this book has been the seeking to attach
cvents to the various symbols ; an event comes and
goes, but a moral state which attaches to the
candlesticlk 1s that whielh 13 pomnted out to us,
and has its hearing at all times.  Even unconverted
people will floek to hear a lecture on prophecy
if prophecy i1s interpreted by events, bhecause
events have to do with the course of things in the
system of this world, and that 13 what engages
people’s minds, thev are interested in the history
of this world. The church has understanding
i the nund of Christ; 1t 18 called m this book
" the nund that has wisdom.” It neceds the mind
of Christ to understand the teaching of symbols.
To eive you an illustration of what I mean as to
svinbolic teaching I will refer to the symbol of
the mustard tree in Matt. xm. In various places
in Seripture we see that a great tree 13 figurative
of something which grows up in the earth, and
has an important appearanece in the eyes of
men. Pharaoh is eampared to a great tree and
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Nebuchadnezzar also, and it is this imposing ap-
pearance and spreading greatness that the Lord
brought hefore s diseiples in the mustard tree, so
unlike to all that He was down here. The great
thing 1s to seize the divine ideas contained in the
symbols of candlesticks, angels and stars ; we can
then 1 o measure more readily, understand
what 18 addressed to each church, the character
Christ assumes to each, and the promises given
to the overcomer.

There are seven churches. The number seven
oives us the idea of completeness ; henee we get a
complete picture of the history of the candlesticks
as light bearers set in responsibility down liere.
In the tabernacle there was a candlesticlke with
seven branches; 1t 1s there presented mn its per-
feetion m Christ, what was true m Thim should
now he true in the church, but what was set
to give hght has failled. 1 the day had dawned,
and the sun were shiming forth m the heavens,
a candlestick would not be needed. Tt 1gset to give
light while Christ 1s within the veil. A star
signifies what 13 set i heaven to bear rule and
authority on the earth during the night (Gen.i. 16,
Ps. exxxvi. 9). It bas i 1t also the sigmfication
of light as well as of authority. In the mind of
(God even at the beginning, beavenly light and
rule and order were to be established on earth,
In other words, heavenly prineiples were to govern
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down here; it will be so in the millennium.
Everyone will adimt that heavenly rule and order
ought to be 1 the chureh.  Christ has taken His
plice 1 the heavens, Head of all prineipality and
power, and 1s the Source of light and erder for the
churcl’s position and path down here ; the stars
are in 1lis right hand. The angels were sym-
bolie representatives of the state of IeSponSﬂ_)lhty,
or rather ol the church m its responsibility.  Z'hey
are addressed, but then it is said that the one who
has cars, 1s to hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.

I we lay hold of the prineiple of symbolic
address, we may look at Fphesus or Smyrna or
Pergamos as historically gone by, but if at any
fime we are conseious that the Lord’s eve rests
upon a state such as s brought before us 1n these
churches, 1t would affect us so that we would not
give up the original thought of the ehurch being
set to give licht {for the Christ who is absent,
but would seek to be overcomers. I want to press
the point of overcoming. Iveryone, I thimk,
must. see that the moment sin and fallure came
into the world what was of Satan had to be over-
come.  Things must take that form. It 1s not
the question of man’s competency to overcome,
indeed he fell under the power of Satan, hut over-
coming there must be; therefore in the final
ssue of things we read " He that overcometh
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shall inherit all things : and I will be his God and
he shall be my son.” What we have before us
i these churches 1s withess for Christ. The
moment a person is in peace through the work of
the Lord Jesus Christ, there comes with 1t the
sense of responsibility to confess Iis name, and to
he a witness for the One from™ whom he has
received peace and blessing. Then it is that the
soul 1s conscious of a hostile power, and ol opposi-
tion which has to be overcome. Believing m Christ
we find the savour of rest, but we are not vet n
glory. The assembly is a place where we enjoy
the savour of rest; but there 1s the world, the
flesh, and the devil, and we have to overcome.
If vou look at those in the line of faith m lleb. xi.
you will see that each one overcame. Some might
think that Abel had nothing to overcome, but
he had to overcome the course of the world repre-
sented n Cain.  Cain was the elder brother and
Abel might have followed in Cam’s steps, bhut he
set. his face differently and his overcoming cost
ham Ias bfe.  Abel died but he overcame, and the
man of the world hated and killed him. So in
every nstance of faith, each was an overcomer.
A voung Christian has to be an overcomer; he
has, when believing m Chiist, to set his face
against the stream. It 1s overcoming in Matt. xi.,
“The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and
the violent take it hy foree.”  The whole course
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of things in that day was opposed to Christ. It
may scem strange to have to speak of overcoming
in the church, bat the moment there 1s faillure in
the witness, faillure in fidelity to Christ, there must
as in every other case be overcoming.

It 1s this point of overcoming which malkes one
division between these seven churches apparent.
They are divided into three and four in this way,
that in the three first the promise to the overcomer
13 included in what the Spirit says to the churches ;
in the four last what Christ has to say to the
overcomer follows the Spirit’s voice to the churches.
Theyv are also divided into four and three. In
this view the first four portray the historie chureh.
In Thyatira all has become corrupt, and then for
the first time we have the mention of a remnant,
“ But to you I say, the rest (or remmnant) who are in
Thyatira.” The last three churches refer to a
work of God outside of the historic church. The
awflul corruption of Rome 1s represented i Thya-
tira, and the historieal ehureh which began with
the apostles is judged by Christ, while at the same
time there was m 1t a faithful remnant; in this
respect 1t goes with the last three, where the over-
comers all have a remmant character, while in the
history  Thyatira completes  the first  four.
Nothing can be a greater proof of God’s judgment
of the state of that whielh professed to hold the
place of the church, than that He should begin a
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work outside of 1t, as in the Reformation; with
that work Sardis 18 connected. The last three
assemblies have the charvacter of that which 18
outside the historic chureh, whether it be God's
work, or what 1s of man mtrodueced mto 1t. ook
ing acain at the division of three and four, there
is in the first three churches the supposition that
there may be repentance, while in Thyatira it 1s
said, “ T gave her space to repent and she repented
not.” Ience in the four last there is no thought
of the chureh’s repentance, but the remnant have
Christ’s coming and the kingdom hrought hefore
them. In Thyatira they were to hold fast what
they had till He came. While to Philadelphia
the Lord says “ Behold, T come quickly.” Some
young Christian may say, how 1s it that the Lord
has not come yet 2 Between 300 and 400 years
have passed sinee the Reformation, and the Lord
has not come. You must remember that time is
nothing with the Lord. DPeter tells us that one
day 18 with the Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. God 13 the God of
patience, and He works out His ways both with
the history of the candlestick and of the world in
patience. DBut there is another thing, the Lord
would count upon the affections of the saints—
as if Ie would say to them, You love me, and will
not mind waiting for me; I have ways to work
out, and T have set you m patient festimony to
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the world whose miquity i1s not yet full. God is
patient, and judgment 1s His strange work. The
Lord would thus count upon His people, the
period of long suffering 1s not yet complete, and we
walt. Time runs quickly when we are in the enjoy-
-ment of love, and if the Lord has our affections,
as we enjoy Ilis love, we shall know how to
wait. He says “1 come quickly.” There is no
delay 1m0 His nund.  He sits in patience at God's
right hand while God’s long-suffering 1s still
salvation, but we may surely say that the love
which desires to have us 1s as fresh and hright as
ever, and 1le counts on our loving Him and wait-
mg lor Ilim because we know He loves us.

In the last four churches we have seen there
18 a remnant character, and the end of the church’s
history on earth comes into view. However
blessed it may be for the Lord to come for His own,
yet that the end of the church’s witness should
have come, and a remmant be owned of the Lord
because the church has become an unfaithful
witness, is very serious for us to think of. In the
last four churches, though Christ still addresses
the angel, that which stood in responsibility belore
Ilim, vet the Spirit really speaks to the faithful
and calls on them to hear; Christ’'s promise
belongs to them. Philadelphia has entirely a
remnant character, being set in contrast to the
synagogue of Satan. Great mischief has been
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done by the idea that the church ean be revived
as the public witness to Christ.  Hence the attempt
to set up churches.  Of course nothing of the work
of God has failed. 1lis work in fitly framing the
holy temple goes on though unseen by man. Souls
are being bhult up in Christ, and through grace we
are able to go back to the beginning, and learn
what the church 13 m the mind of God, and not
from that which is around us.  We may seel: to be
in the truth of the assembly, hut we cannot assume
to be the candlestick. We have to confess the
farlure, while owning the responsibility of the
church to give light, but we can seek to be true to
Christ, and to be overcomers.  Christ will be our
strength in this desire.  Thank God that we are
here to-night 1 something of thiy character.
We want to look things in the faee, and see what
the history of the church s under the eye of
Christ. Christ looks for those who will listen,
because the church will not listen.  The one who
listens has the place of an overcomer hefore im ;
the true character of a remuant lies in this. Tt 13
so put in Isaiah 1, “Who 4s among you that
feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his
servant 2”7 It is mueh like the character of
Philadelphia, “Thou . . . hast kept my word, and
hast not denied my name.”  The opening chapter
of Isaiah brings a remnant hefore us, “Iixeept the
Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant,
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we should have been as Sodom.” Isalah 18 the
book of the salvation of God for Israel, but made
good in a remnant. In the last two chapters
this remnant is publiely owned and vindicated
as against the ungodly nation who claimed to be
Isracl. So it is in Philadelphia. It 1s those who
are true that are vindicated against those who
say they are the people of God, but are not. In
these days the youngest Christian must not be
satisfied with the mere thought of security through
faith in Chnst, nor can any rest in the thought
that they meet with others in a true and right
way. It will not do to he content with that.
Do you listen to Christ’s voice, and hear what the
Spirit says to the churches 2 If not you will be
overcome by the world and its spirit instead of
overcoming. Itis possible that some now breaking
bread may, later on, be found out of fellowship
through not hearing Christ’s words as to Balaam
i the Epistle to Pergamos. Balaam’s doctrine
taught association with the world.

I'was saying last weelk, in speaking of the decline
from first love i Ephesus, that at first Christ’s
love was enough for the church. There was not
only proper and consistent conduet, but the heart
of the chureh, vo to speak, was bound up with a
Man in heaven. None perhaps in Iphesus had
ever seen Christ as John had, nor as Peter had;
those apostles knew Him personally and loved
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‘Him, but the report had been brought to those
at Iphesus by the Spirit, so ihat Peter’s words
were true of them © Whom having not seen ve
love.” According to John xiv. 26, the Iloly
Ghost had brought to the remembrance of the
apostles all that Jesus was on earth, so that by the
Spirit they might communicate it. Then accord-
g to John xv. 26, the Lord sent the Spirit to hear
witness of Him as the glorified Man, and m chapter
xvi. the Spimt Himsel as having come, glorities
Jesus by taking of Is things, the things of the
Itather and the Son, to announce them to the
disciples.  Those i Ephesus partook in all these
communications, as we may, and they loved the
One whom they had not seen ; they knew Ilim in
heavenly glory. and their hearts were hound up
with Him there, but this had waned, and the eye
of Churist deteeted it

The Lord’s word of promise was that the Spirit
should abide with ihe church consequent on 1lis
having gone away, aud the Spivit has brought the
report of His glory to us down here, but :f our
hearts seek HIim—where 1s He 2 If faith s to be
m Ilim—where 15 He s Our hearts must cer-
tanly travel outside of tlus world to heaven to
believe i1 Him where TTe is. This eives us that
which is vital and abiding as to the fruth of the
church ; if our hearts go outside this world to
Him, and others do the same in the faith of their
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souly, Ile becomes a bond of union.  In John ix.
the raan born blind found himself outside of the
whole pale of society in thas world, but Jesus,
who had previously been rejected, found him,
and the faith of the one born blind is bound up
with the Son of God outside the world., This 1s
im principle the nueleus of the chureh.  The Son
of God was enough for the man whom the world
would not acknowledge.

Where ave our hearts, beloved frends 2 Ts 1t
not true for us “whom having not seen ye love” ?
Does not the promise also remamr true for us
“To hum that overcometh will T give to eat of the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise
of God”?  Tophesus 18 gone by, the church did not
repent and do the first works, but for the over-
comer there 1s the peaceful enjoyment of Christ
when conthiet 13 past and  there is nothing to
overcome, and even now the one whose affections
centre o Christ gets a taste of the sweetness of
divine love m Christ such as cannot he known
except in nearness to 1.

It Stavena, God allowed the enmity and hatred
of man against Christ to eome out against the
ehureh i o remarkable way. The world would
not. give the chureh any footing on earth, but it
did get a footing as the witness for Christ, and
Christ ma ntained 1t here by the Spivit’s power.
e said to 1lis diseiples that if things here were

3
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oiven up for Ihim, they should receive a hundred-
fold, houses and lands and Dbrethren, but with
persecutions.  Here m Smyrna we have the
persecutions. To make elearer my thought [
refer to the covenant made with Abraham (Gen.
xv. 18) “ Unto thy seed have T given this land,
from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the
river Luphrates.” The inheritanee thus not only
took in Canaan (figuratively the heavenly places)
but also the world, the place of Gentile power.
The inheritance of Christ is over all things n
heaven and earth, and the chureh mherits with
Him. Israel were entitled to the land of Sthon
and Og though it was not within Jordan ; it was
part of the imheritance given to Abraham. The
samts have title to use things here, because the
earth 18 the Lord’s and the [ulness thereof; they
have a right to have a looting on the earth heeause
it 18 part of their inheritance in Christ, though
the heavenly portion only is now entered upon
and enjoyed ; we are not reigning vet, but we have
a title to use things here. Godliness has the
promise of the life that now is and of that which
18 to come; but here was the danger for the
church, lest imstead of merely using this world
they should settle down i, as the twoand-a-half
tribes sought their inheritance on the other siule
of Jordan, though it was within the limits of the
covenant made with Abraham. So Paul said to
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the Corinthians, * Now ye are full, now ye are
rich, ye have reigned as kings without us.” The
eye of Christ saw the danger to the saints, and
allowed the world to be a persecuting world.
The portion for Israel at that time was in Jehovah’s
land and near to His sanctuary, and the church’s
portion now 1s where Christ 1s. The danger was
averted for the moment through persecution, hut
m Pergamos we see that, hke the two-and-a-haif
tribes, the chureh is dwelling in the world.

And now where are our affections? Ilvery
Lord’s-day as we break hread, we say in effect that
our hearts are with the blessed Man who died,
we accept the fellowship of His death; we say,
as 1t were, that we have left the place where He
cied, and are m association with Him beyond
Jordan.  Perhaps some of us hardly understand
the character of the Lord’s supper, some take it
aga comfort to their own souls rather than as being
in fellowship with His death.  Are we attached to
ITima who died here, but who 1s glorified above ?

Pergamos shows us the church as having
accepted position in this world where Christ died.
ITaving a place for flocks and herds was not any
havm, but 1t made the two-and-a-half tribes n-
different to being near  the sanctuary. The
church was entitled to hold a place here, as being
the witness for Christ whom the world erucified,
but whom God glorified, and the chureh was to
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hold it 1 the faith of the Man at God's right hand.
The time has not come for us to be in possession
of the world, or to have an inheritance there,
though we have a titleto use it and give God thanks
for all. Let me beg you to accept the truth,
that we have to set our faces against the course of
things here; we have to be overcomers, and
maintain our heavenly 1@50@1&‘510115 against the
doctrine of Balaam.

To Smyrna the promise was a crown of life.
Christ had been into death, but was alive, hence
the death of the body they need not fear. Satan
has no power bevond death, all beyond is in
Christ’s hands, and the second death has no
power over those in Christ’s keeping. What 1s
held out to Pergamos 1s that they should e
brought into greater intimacy with Christ through
overcoming. The danger in DPergamos was
Balaam’s doetrine ; he counselled unhallowed and
idolatrous association with the world. In the
church 1t came out in its ceasing to hold the
character of a chaste virgin espoused to Christ,
and in scttling down where the god of this world
had his throne. The hidden manna 18 God’s
appreciation of Christ.  When Israel did not know
what the manna was, God commanded that a pot
full of it should be laid up before Him, He would
show to them that He understood and knew 1ts
worth. It was the grace in which Jesus walked
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down here ever pleasing to Ilis Father. Man did
not know Ilim, but the Father knew IHim and
loved 1lim. That lowly life down here 1s over,
but the grace of 1t is treasured up there; 1t is
hidden from man’s eyes; they neither knew nor
appreciated Ilim when here. Egypt and its
fleshpots attracted Israel and made them think
hghtly of the manna, and Balaam’s teaching
counselled them to eat things sacrificed to idols.
The eye of the church was turned away from Christ
by the stumbling block put before it in worldly
association.  The Spirit’s voice would recall the
faithful to Christ and to God’s appreciation of His
hidden and lowly life here, so full of grace, and
so well pleasing to God.

Then there is the new name given to the over-
comer ; 1t 13 the sense of heing known by Christ.
Peter received a new name from Christ; he was
known n the world as Simon the son of Jonas,
but Christ knew him in another way, and called
him by a name full of meaning. Tt is a great thing
to have a secret history with Christ ; no two of us
could have the same. 7To be known by Christ 1s
a joy that a stranger does not mtermeddle with.
May we enter into God’s appreciation of Christ,
and carry with us the seeret of being known by
ITIim.  Whatever the world may think or say of us,
may we be content with the approval of Christ as
we seck to be true to Him.,
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TIIYATIRA AND SARDIS
REv. 1. 18—11. 6.

WOULD like to refer again to the church

of Pergamos in order that I may connect
it with that which foliows mn the chapter, hecause
it 18 evident that the doctrine of Balaam, which
was introduced into Pergameos, became full bhlown
in its results in Thyatira. There 13 a point which
1 greatly desire to press, that the church was
set here in the place of witness. We must
remember that what is before the eye of Chrnist
in these seven churches s fur more than our
own little cirele of things. Though the assembly
in one city or country may be addressed, yvet the
voice of the Spirit takex in the whole of that
which has the place before God of hight-heaver.
In Tranee that which holds the place of hght-
bearer 18 the Roman - Catholic religton. There
is a feeble Protestant company 1w places, hut
that which is regarded as the chureh is Roman
(‘atholicism. In thix country Protestantism is
in asecendanecy, and has the place of witness m
the eves of men. 1t 13 this point of witness that
we have to hear mm mind. 1t 18 not the question
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of meetness for heaven, hut of giving light down
here. The dying malefactor was made meet
for heaven while he hung upon the cross.
Christ’s death upon the eross established a sub-
sisting  righteousness  before  God, and the
malefactor went to Paradise n virtue of what
Christ had wrought, while the character of thief
was dropped m His eross.  The malefactor could
have no part in witness for Chiist, but as a general
thing, when people are converted 1t pleases God
to leave them here, so that they niay come mto
the place ol witness or hght-hearing. The Lord
has gone away, but lle has mterests upon earth,
and Tle has confided these interests to His people,
and His people now are not Israel but the
assembly. The talents were committed to His
servants according to their ability, but «ll ave
responsthle to have their loins girded and their
lights burning. Now the question for .us 1s,
Do we answer to the responsibility i which
the assembly is placed down here to he the
witness of, and to give hight for Christ, and to
be faithful in His interests 2 The servant who
took the one talent accepted the place of servant
to promote his master’s interests, hut he proved
unfuthful. The assembly has the character
of the house of God, and Christ’s servants ought.
to aive food to the household—to shepherd the
(loek of God.  Even the youngest heliever should
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realise that he 1s in that which is the witness
for Christ, and that he cannot sever himself
from the corporate responsibility. I cannot
in one sense sever myself from that which in
the eyes of men has the character of witness
for Christ; I may not walk with that which is
w athful, bhut as to corporate rvesponsibility,
one has to own the fuilure of the vessel set to
oive witness as having part i that falure.
Supposing in any place reproach 1s brought on
the name of Christ by one or more who hear
His name, the reproach should be felt by all
who profess that blessed name, thouch the one
who has dishonoured 1t mav not be in our
fellowship ; hefore the eyes of men all sharve in the
reproach. Hence we ¢annot sever ourselves from
the responsibility of the public body whielh pro-
fesses the name of Christ. I trust we are true
and would earnestly judge all that 15 untrue to
Him, but we have to look at ourselves tn con-
neetion with that which Christ holds as respon-
sible. The unfaithful servant was really noservant
at all, but he was judged aceording to the place hie
had taken.

With regard to the two churches before us
to-nicht, the interpretation generally given 1s
no doubt right, that in Thyatira full-blown
Romanism 13 before us, and i Sardig Protestant-
ism, and conneeted with these two, we find two
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forms of evil, spiritual wickedness, and worldli-
ness. The worldhiness of Sardis 13 that to which
perhaps we are most hable, hut we are not exempt
from the danger ol the spiritual powers of wicked-
ness. I referred to Pergamos, because it was there
that the cnemy sought to mtroduce spmtual
wickedness.  The doctrine of Balaam was held hy
some - Pergamos-—it taught that the church
could be m alliance with the world—that the two
could be one, and also that tribute in some way or
other could be paid to the god of this world.
Thig is now done, his things can be fed on,
the pleasures and lusts and vanities of the world
over which a Christian garb has been spread
can be enjoyed.  We have seen that the promise
to the overcomer in Pergamos is that he should
at of hidden mannh.  No one ean deny that great
blessings attach to Christianity ;  just as with
Iseacel of old, whether they believed or not, they all
had the manma and the water from the smitten
rock, hut the great majority did not care for bread
from heaven. They never understood 1t nor its
origin--they called 1t manna, What 18 1t? Now
the blessines of Christ have come and Christ i
professed, hut is He valued 2 Christ has brought
the lizht of God to men—God 15 giving now in a
heavenly way, 1t 1 © heavenly eoift” (Heb. vi. 4)
in Christianity, and the Spirit has come. Even
unconverted people become participators in the
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blessings of the Spirit’s day; not that they have
the Spirit, but even professing Christians have
come 1nto the sphere of the Spirit’s operations
i connection with the gospel of Christ. Israel
did not value the manna, and Christ was not
known when here, but the Ifather knew IHim and
loved Him; and the one who overcomes the
snare of Balaam is given to enter into God’s
delight in the One whom the world did not know,
and does not know though it professes Ilis name ;
and if we are not recognised by the world, yet it
18 blessed to have the sense that Christ knows us,
that we have a secret history with ITimi.  Not ouly
are we able to say “ My heloved is mine,” but also
that “I am his.” If one’s heart islost in the things
of this world we cannot know the secret of
Christ.

Why I have spoken of the evil in Thyatira
heing spiritual wickedness is that it is that which
characterised Balaam himself. e was an awlul
character. He had the place of a prophet hecause
of his knowledge of divine things, 1t 13 said of
him that he heard the words of God, and knew the
knowledge of the Most I1igh, and saw the vision of
the Almighty. He was acquainted with the name
of God made known to Abraham, and Most Theh
is God's millennial  title. The knowledge ol
divine things gave Balaam a relicious reputation,
but with him it was jomed with enchantments—
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Satanic power ; though the Spirit of God forced
him to speak the words of God, yet the man
himself was under the dommation of evil. It 1s
an awful thing to think of a certain spiritual
dommation over the minds of men which 1s really
Satanic, but which aceredits itself by the know-
ledge of divine things. We see an imstance of it
in lymas the sorcerer ; he was a false prophet,
a Jew, and a Jew was conversant with the things
of God; he had acquired an mfluence over the
deputy ruler of the 1sland, but the mfluence was
spiritual - and  Satanie.  The Gentiles walked
according to the prince of the power of the air,
but 1t was not joined with the knowledge of divine
thines as with the Jews. People may not believe
1it, but nevertheless, what came mto the church
and characterised Thyatira was a systematised
power of evil which was of Satan, and which traded
on the knowledge of divine things. Rome would
hoast 1 1ts being the custodian of the leading
truths of Christianmity, whieh Protestants are
giving up; the Trmity, the deity of Christ, the
atonement, and eternal judgment; but when you
come to the use made of divine verities, and to the
power which dominates the souls in that system,
there 1s a spiritual power which is not of the Holy
Ghost, and which I have no hesitation in saying
is Satanie.  Paul writes to Timothy of seducing
spirits and doetrines of demons, and John speaks of
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many false prophets gone out into the world, We
see this kind of thing m Thyatira.  Jezehel called
hersell a prophetess; she taught, and seduced
Christ’s servants; they were hrought under the
power of her wickedness. It was the domination
of spiritual wickedness. It 1s not difhicult to seo
the effect of this spiritual power of evil. There
are things taught by Rituahsts which common
sense would reject as foolishness, but people are
held in the chains of a spiritual hbondage and heheve
these things, they are dominated by a false
spiitual mmfluence.  The spirit of Antichrist 1s a
spirit of delusion, and 1t 13 quite possible that it
might imtrude into our meetings; the Little ehildren
are warned against 1t, it 1s something that denies
the true glory of Christ as Son of God. 1t 13 ¢
terrible thing to contemplate that Christ’s servants
were sedueed. The woman Jezebel exercised a
Satanic mfluence over the wan. The man 1s
set In responsibility.  Some copies read ©thy
wife Jezebel)” that ig, of the angel of the chureh,
Lf the reading be right it shows how the woman
had got out of her place, and a system of evil was
domimant. It 1s possible that this system s ealled
Jezebel beeause of the dolatrous and corrupt
miluence which she exercised over Ahah.  She
meited Ahab to murder Naboth, just as the ¢hureh
so-called neited the eivil power to murder Christ’s
true witnesses. Thus we get the terrible spivitual
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evil which corvupted that which stood before
mien as the lhight-bearer for Christ. We have to
take this fact home to ourselves, and own the evil
ol Christ’s name having been degraded by that
which stood in the position of witness for Hum,
hut, thank God, there were overcomers. Ierhaps
the very state of things in Thyvatira brought out
more devotedness. “ I know thy works

and the last to be more than the first.” Evidently
there was devotedness in the midst of corruption,
Works are the test of people. “ By their fruits
ye shall know them.” “ Whose end shall be,”
sald Paul, “ according to their works.” The great
professors in Thyatira spoke of the remmant who
kept ('hrist’s works to the end, as those who
were i the “depths of fatan.” Dut the Lord
evidently charges that upon those corrupted by
Jezebel, while i the remnant there was mani-
fested o devotedness which perhaps was un-
equalled—men went to the stake for Christ’s
nae.  There was, I doubt not, trueness and
lovalty of heart to Christ, of which perhaps we have
no record save that He speaks of them here, “1
know thy works, and love, and service, and faith,
and thy patience, and thy works, and the last to
be more than the first.” Truth was corrupted,
and Satan sought to hlot out everything that was
really for Christ, but there were those who were
approved of Christ.  That which had the name of
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church, and stood as the eandlestick in the eyes of
men 18 judged, and the remnant 15 owned.
Jezebel is cast into a bed ; she is given up to her
corrupt associations, and those corrupted go into
areat tribulation. Philadelphia is kept out of the
hour of temptation, but apostate Thyatira goes
into 1t, while those who have their origin in that
system are killed with death. It 13 no doubt
apostasy—moral death.

The promise to the overcomer 18 very sweet.
As we have seen, there was great assumption
among those m Thyatira who were corrupted by
Jezebel, but the time would come when Christ
would reign, and the overcomers would he associ-
ated with Him in exercising dominion over the
nations. There can be no doubt that the full-
blown character of Thyatira 1s seen in Babylon
who dominates the beast; but the overcomer
1s to rule the nations with a power that cannot be
cainsaid, and yet it will he heavenly authority
and rule which 1s exercised.  But that 1s not the
greatest part of the promise. That whieh excels
1s the Morning Star. It is Christ Zrnown in heaven
hefore He shines forth m the heavens as the Sun.
The sun belongs, so to speak, to all—" there 1s
nothing hid from the heat thereof "—hut the
morning star helones to those who watch in the
night for the rising of the sun.  When the candle-
stick had failed to give light for Christ, and cor-
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ruption and apostasy had come 1, then there
was nothing for the faithful but to hold fast what
they had till Christ eame, and they were given
the cheer of the Morning Star. There could be
no thought of setting up anything as a candle-
stick, for Thyatira thouph judged was not re-
mored from the place of light-bearer, and Christ
did not Tay on them that burden, hut He gave
them the light of the Morning Star. If all has
gone to rum on earth, Christ in heaven 1s the hope
of the faithful, not the resuscitation of the candle-
stick. Many may remember various attempts
whieh have been made during the last sixty or
seventy years to agam set up the church; such
attempts could only result in inereased confusion
and fulure. What Christ has given to the over-
commer 18 the Morning Star, not the hope of a
revived eandlestick or  lLight-bearer on earth.
Not that the responsibility to give light has ceased,
for the last three churches have still the character
of candlesticks though the light has waned, hut
the Tustre of the Morning Star cannot wax dim,
henee i the last chapter we have the bright and
Morning Star.  People ought to see us with our
faces turned heavenward in expectation of the
Lord’s coming ; they ought not to see us attempt-
Ing to set up anything on earth. Christ directs
the eyes of the saints to heaven, there is no prospect
for us on ecarth; the candlestick has failed,
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but He has given us the light of the Morninge
Star,

A few words will suffice as to Savdis.  We have
seen that worldlimess i1s that which nulhified the
work of God which had taken place 1 Sardis.
There can be no doubt that Sardis represents to
us the outcome of that worl of God which took
place outside of the great public body, when that
had become corrupted and apostate. The result of
that work 1sthatwhich goes hy the name of Protest-
antism. It 13 not what 13 called sectarianism—
an attempt to form churches on some particular
doctrine or principle mside of Protestantism ; hut
there 13 nothing in those hodies whieh ean be
looked at as a corporate whole, havine a certain
kind of chureh echaracter in contrast with
Romanism. It could not be said that the seets
mside Protestantism  have anv  representative
angel hefore Christ 5 Sardis or Protestantism has,

The Lord presents Thmself to Sardis as the One
who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven
stars. It does not here speak of the latter as in
His right band, but Christ has the perfection of
heavenly light and authority for the church, if
those who were in responsibility would eount upon
ITim. Thyativa was under the domination of
Jezebel, but Christ possessed all that was needed
for heavenly order and direction i the chureh,
and so presented Himself to Sardis. The seven
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Spirits of God do not set forth the one Spirit of
God as dwelling an the church, and revealimg to 1t
its proper relationships to God and Christ, as well
as being the life and power of those relationships.
1fere Clirist, not the chureh, has the seven Spirits.
In chap. 1v. they are seen as lamps of fire before
the throne, and in chap. v. as eyes connected with
the seven horns of the Lamb.  Thus they revresent
the plenitude of the diverse action of the Spirit
in connection with the governmental ways of Grod
upon earth. The Lamb is in the midst of the
throne, and God’s ways are known to and directed
by the One who suffered here. In the early days
of the chureh’s history we see the Spirit of God
acting for Christ down here in this kind of govern-
mental way. In Aets xiii. we read of Paul and
Barnabas being sent forth by the Holy Ghost,
and In another case they were forbidden of the
Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, and when
they assayed to go into Bithynia the Spirit suffered
them not.  This was not communicating the things
of Christ to the ehureh, but directing the proclam-
ation of the gospel, and forming assemblies in
various places according to the mind of Christ on
high, so that the testimony of Christ might be
extended as it pleased im. We see Paul up to a
point moving about according to this direction
and energy of the Spirit.  When he went up to

Jerusalem, he was led there hy his own spiritual
4
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affections, while the testimony of the Spirit, as
this Spirit of direction and government, forbad
his going there. We see 1n his case the distinction
between the love of Christ in his soul towards his
own countrymen, of which the Spirit was the
source, and the direct government of the Spirit
acting for Christ down here 1n all the wisdom of
divine wavs. In going to Jerusalem, Paul left the
path of the direct energy and guidance of the
Spirit as ordering the course of the testimony down
here, and he went to Rome as a prisoner, and
through shipwreck and storm; not i the {ree
energy of the Spint, hut by providential ordering.

Now Christ had all this energy of the Spirit for
the chureh, but Sardis did not avail 1tself of what
Christ had. A dead state characterised it with
only a mname to live. Such is Protestantism.
We know as a matter of history that at the Reforin-
ation, though there was a mighty work of God,
yvet that the movement sought support {rom
kings and emperors, and as a result national
churches were formed. As contrasted with the
corruption of Jezebel, there was a name to live;
the absence of gross evil, and the presence of
outward morality gave Protestantism a name,
but under the eve of Christ there was moral
death ; the works found 1n Sardis were not
perfect hefore God. In this day of effort and
work, we do well to see that works with us are
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the [ruit of life. People may protest agaimst
popery, and support all kids of works of benevo-
lence which they esteem to he good as being for the
benefit of mankind, but Christ’s word to Sardis
18, “I have not found thy works complete before my
God.” [t mayv be said, did not the Lord go about
domg good 2 Yes; but the things He did were
always those whieh pleased His Father. “1I do
always those things that please him” was the
spring of everything with Christ, but in the works
of Sardis there was nothing perfect, life was
absent.  Protesting against evil is not hfe. It
has been said by another, “ Hard words against
evil are no sign of our own spirituality.” 1t 1s not
that there are not true Christians in the midst of
Protestantism ;  there were names in  Sardis
which had not defiled their garments, they were
not in association with the worldliness of the hody;
but Protestantism 1s the state judged by the Lord
mn Sardis, not the living elements whieh might
be found m it. It s clear that Sardis had defiled
itself with worldly association.  Worldliness and
not spiritual wickedness is in question here. The
watchword of Protestantism 1s “The Bible and
nothing but the Bible,” but without life that is
merely holdine to the letter. What 18 set before
us here 13 wallking with Christ in white, keeping
our carments, with moral purity n our ways,
as becones a chaste virgm espoused to Christ.
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I do not know a greater snave for us at the present
day than the works of Protestantisin; they may
have the character of doing good to our felfow
men, but the world can take up that character.
The Christian 1s ereated m Christ Jesus to good
works—good works which God has prepared
for us, not man. Savdis i3 treated hy Christ
as the world, Tle will come upon 1t as a thief, if
1t does not wateh. The world cannot watch for
Christ, for it is dead, and 1if that whieh hears the
name of Christ does not, wateh, 1t proves a state of
death. The judgment on Thyatira was on account
of spiritual wickedness, while Sardis gets the
same judgment as the world.

The promise to the overcomer s to walk with
Christ in white, and mstead of a mere name to hve
which He will blot out, Christ will confess the
faithful, who have refused the world and been
true to Him, before His Father and the angels.
May the Lord keep the Morning Star before our
hearts, and keep us true in our associations,
seeking to please Him,
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PHILADELPHIA AND LAODICEA.
REv. ut. 7-22.
I WOULD ecall to mind the two points which
were specially before us in the last address:
that in  Thyatira we get the culmination of
spritual wickedness i that which was set for
light; and in Sardis worldliness, defilement of
garments through worldly association. Bear i
mind  that these states characterise certain
periods of the church’s history. I gather from
consideration of the promise made to the over-
comer, that m Thyatira the churech got power
over the world. In Sardis the world had power
over the church; instead of availing itself of
the Spirit’s power which Christ had in its plenitude,
the church accepted the support of the world
and was defiled by it. I doubt not that in those
two churches we see the double character of
that which now stands before the eyes of men
as having the testimony of Christ. Certainly
Romanism  represents the church before the
eyes of men m Catholie countries, and in Protestant
countries Protestantism has that place.
In the last two churches there is something very
blessed on the one hand, and very sorrowful on the
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other. There i3 no ecclesiastical character seen in
Philadelphia ; Christ regards it as a candlestick,
though m the eyes of men it represents neither
Romanism nor Protestantism. But if it is not
anything mn the eyes of men it i3 acknowledged
by Christ, and it is important for us that we
should value what has a place before the eyes of
Christ, not that which is approved of men. It
may be smd that we ought to let our hght shine
before men, that is true; but when that which
professes to give light is judged by Chrst, then
the Taithful have to answer to His mind, and to
seek to be before His eyes. In Matt. xmni. the
Lord gives two similitudes of the kingdom of
heaven, which mdicate a double form which 1t
would assume.  Ifirst, there 1s o great mustard
tree which grew from a small beginnmng, and
became an attractive object, so that the fowls of
the air sought 1ts shelter. It has been taken to
represent the great hierarchical system which
gained a posttion of power and greatness in the
world.  Secondly, there is leaven, which 13
more charaeteristic of doctrine (Matt. xvi. 12),
the doctrine of men. A given sphere is permeated
by the doctrines of Christianity, but as taught
by men. Christianity made its way 1n the earth,
but it had human ideas mixed up with tt, and
hence it became corrupted. These two parables
were spoken to the wmultitude. All could note
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the growth of a great system, as well as the
spread of Chrnstian doetrine where heathenism
had prevailed, though it was leavened doctrine.
Afterwards wn the house the Lord spoke two
parables to Ilis disciples, m which He taught
them what had value in His eyes. There was
a treasure hid in the field, and Christ hought
the field for the sake of the treasure. It had
value in Ihis eyes, and He hid it. “The world
knoweth us not, because it knew him not.” The
pear] represents that which was goodly (beautiful)
i Ilis eyes. He saw beauty, Ilis own 1mage
i Is people, where men saw mnone. They
could take notice of the growth and spread of
Christendom, but Christ was engaged with the
treasure, and the pearl of great price.

In Philadelphia we see what 1s under the eye
of Christ, something which He can own and
approve. Thyatira and Sardis may still be
coing on, but Philadelphia answers to Christ’s
mind. “Thou . . . hast kept my word, and hast
not dented my name.” Keepimg Christ’s word 18
very different from the mere holding the leavened
tenets of a great system of religion. It is of all
mmportance for us to see what Christ approves.
The young are growimg up in the midst of a
svstem of things which in this country 1s leavened
by worldliness.  We are in the last days, when
the evils to which men are prone are indulged
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in, but a cloak of professed piety is thrown over
them ; there is a form of godliness without the
power, men are lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God. Hence it is of moment to note
the way in which Christ presents Iimself as
the Holy and the True. In that character e
speaks to Philadelphia, and approves its angel
as keeping His word and not denying [lis name.

But there were two things which might con-
stitute a danger to this faithful company. There
was another company with pretension to he the
hereditary people of God, “who say they are
Jews.” Doubtless i that day it was the preten-
sion of Judaism, but there is the same pretension
to-day m Ihtualism. The other danger was lest
they should become those “that dwell upon the
carth.”  On such would come the hour of tempta-
tion. It 1s the first time any are spoken of in
this book as those “ that dwell upon the earth,”
and there can be lttle doubt that it stands
m  contrast to those who dwell in heaven
(chap. xu. 12). In each case 1t i1s a moral
characteristic;  “ Our ecitizenship,”  says the
apostle, “is in heaven.” In Luke xxi. we read
both of this hour of temptation, and also of
the dwellers upon earth. We must remember
that though at the same time, vet this hour of
temptation differs from the great tribulation
which will come upon Jerusalem and the Jews.



PHILADELPHIA AND LAODICEA. 5T

Luke does not speak of the great tribulation as
do Matthew and Mark. He speaks of the
destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, and the treading
down of that city by the Gentiles till the times
of the Gentiles are fulfilled; he then at once
passes on to the close of the times of the Gentiles ;
upon the earth there would be Gentile distress
and perplexity, the sea of nations heaving
and roaring ; men’s hearts failing them for fear,
and for lookmg after those things which are
coming on the earth. IHowever much men may
try to buld up the svstem of this world, yet if
one could get to the bottom of their thoughts,
they have a feeling that a crash must come.
Things are going at such a frightful pace that
it cannot last long; men’s hearts are beginning
to fail, and to look for things which are coming
on the earth. In verses 34-35 we have very
definitely before us, that the day of perplexity
will come as a snare “on all them that dwell
on the face of the whole earth.” It 13 a much
wider thing than the hour of Jacolys trouble.
Philadelphia had Ikept the word of Christ’s
patience, and would be kept out of the hour of
temptation. Christ is waiting in patience, and
the saints whose eitizenship 1s in heaven are
waiting also; they could not keep the word of
Christ’s patience and settle. down here. It 18 a
remarkable expression, which we find also in the
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Epistle to the Thessalonians, “ The Lord direct
your hearts . . . 1into the puticnce of Christ,”
for so it should be read. Chrst s waiting ; e
18 aitting at God’s right hand, but le 1s not
sitting there indelinitely ;  the time will come
when He will have His rights where Ile has
been rejected, and affection looks at it in that
way. Until that hour comes when He will take
up everything, and bring everything into accord
with the will of God both m earth and heaven,
the faithful have to keep the word of Chiist’s
patience.  DPhiladelphia was domg this, and the
Lord undertakes to keep that companv out of
the hour of temptation which would test the
dwellers upon earth.

Now let me say a practical word. There is
no doubt that the chureh, that which 18 acknow-
ledged to be such by Christ—His hride—is kept
out of the hour of temptation ; and Philadelphia
keeps to the true character of the church in
Christ’s eye, though 1t 15 confronted with the
pretension of those who say they are Jews, hut
whom Christ designates as the synagogue of
Satan. The church s kept out of the hour of
temptation, but if we in anvwise settle down on
the earth, we shall more or less get into the
ditficulties and trials which come upon the
dwellers on earth, and we shall fear them. If
we wallk in the seeret of Christ, we need have
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no fear. Troubles there may be, but we know
what is coming ; Christ is coming and His king-
dom. The world does not know what 1s coming,
and they have no support or comfort like those
who are in the secrct of Christ, kept and cared
for by Ilim. Christ says, “I will keep.” We
sce in the case of Job what I have been speaking
of ; he settled down on the earth, and said “ I shall
die in my nest.” The result was that he was in
fear of the day of trial, and he had to say “ The
thing which 1 greatly feared 1s come upon me.”
God would not allow him to settle down on earth
and die m his nest. 1f we settle down on earth
we shall always be in fear of things breaking up,
but if we are in the secret of Christ we shall
patiently wait for Him.

I have dwelt on the second danger first, because
of the great tendency to settle down here, and
to forget that Christ is coming. The other
danger we have seen is pretension, “ Which say
they are Jews and are not.” We have around
us that which assumes by hereditary claim to
be the people of God, apart from answering to
the character of His people. I should not like
to say of any that they are the synagogue of
Satan, but Chrst so speaks of those “ which say”
they are the people of God and are not. We need
to be kept from the danger of assuming to be
anything which is ecclesiastical in mere name
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and profession, but which under the eye of Christ
13 shown to have no moral right to so aceredit
itgelf. The Lord owned the Philadelphian
company as bemg those who kept His word,
and did not deny His name, and the point for
us 1S the same. Do we answer to Ilis mind and
character 2 Are we seeking to be for Him down
here 2 Christ decided the question hetween
those “which say” and those which kept His
word ; they had a little strength, but that was
nothing in the eyes of men, yet with that httle
strength they held to Chnst, and Christ loved
them. It 1s wonderful to think of Christ’s love
to a feeble few who hold to Him. Oh'! to value
Christ’s love, and to avoid the pretentious spirit
of those “which say.” |

Having noticed the dangers which had to be
overcome, for they had not fallen into them,
let us look more closely at the characteristics of
this company. The Lord does not present
Himself to Philadelphia in any ecclesiastical or
official charaeter, not as One mspecting the
candlesticks aund passing His judgment upon
their state; nor does He present Himself as
having all in Ths hand for the church, so that
the testimony of Christ might be borne 1if the
church availed itself of the resources m Chrst;
but Ile presents Himself in the truth of His
own person—what He ¢s. It 15 not an oflicial
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character which He bears, He 1s the Holy One
and the True. This s of all importance ; when
there 18 nothing ccelesiastical to which the saints
can  hold, they can hold to Christ. We may

he sure that if any keep His word they will find
others who are domg the same, without making
any pretension to be anything. If we said we
were “ the Drethren,” and as such holding a
true system of doctrine, it would be pretentious.
No; Christ 1s the truth, all truth is in Him;
let us each seek to hold to Him. To hold fast
His word and not deny His name may be difficult
i the face of ecclesiastical pretension, but it
marks the little strength which DPhiladelphia
possessed.

It 15 an encouragement to see that Christ
owns what 1s real, while Ile exposes the true
character of pretension. An 1llustration from
the book of Judges may serve to bring out the
character of this pretension. At the close of
the book the Philistines are seen in determined
opposition and hostility against Israel. They
were o remarkable people ; they were not external
enemies, but they dwelt in the land, and they
could claim the right of antiquity to the possession
of the land, for they had come up out of Kgypt
before Israel. Ience the possession of the
promised 1nheritance was always in question.
When Israel brought the ark into the ecamp
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(1 Sam. iv.) the Phibistines said, “ Be strong and
quit yourselves like men . . . that ye be not
servants unto the Hebrews as they have been to
you.” Goliath ehallenged the armies of Israel on
the same ground, Were the Philistines or Israel to
be masters? Do not we see to-day this elaim
to antiquity—the elaiim to pre-eminence 1 the
things of (God? 1t was a remarkable danger to
Israel, and how did God show that it eould be
met hefore the anomted king came m? He
met it by Nazariteship; both Samson and
Samuel were Nazarites. Samson was not true
to his Nazariteship; he discovered the secret of
his strength to a Philistine woman, but it was
sod’s way of meeting the Philistine pretension.
The Nazarite abrogated lus own rights as a man,
and took the place of weakness and dependence,
that he might be wholly for the Tord. Ile was
separated from earthly joy to that end. The
real question lay between the Lord and the
Philistines, not between Israel and the Philistines.

How 1s all the pretension to antiquity which
1s around us to be met 2 Not hy a like spirit of
pretension, hut by personal trueness of heart
to Christ. We cannot count upon a system of
things here, for all has Jailed, but Christ has not
failled. He is the Holy and the True. He has
maintained, and does maintain everything for
God ; and m keeping Iis word and being true
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to Ilis name, we shall surely find compaunions,
as of old they that feared the Lerd spalke often
one to another.  They were m the nudst of
formality, but they had the Lord’s approbation.
“A book of remembrance was written before
him for them that feared the Lord, and that
thought upon his name.”

Sardis did not avail itself of the spiritual
direction and order which were with the Lord ;
Sardis missed it, and the Lord does not so present
Ilimself to Pliladelphia. There was no pre-
tension to have a name to live, hut holding to’
Christ's name with a little strength. Are we
seeking to be for lim? When the moment
comes for Christ’s decision, e will own that
whieh has been true to Him, though it may have
no place among men but one of weakness, and
no name to advance but His. His name sets
forth what He 1s, and His word is the expression
to us of His mind, He makes 1t known to us.
It may seem an 1mmense thing lor any
one to refuse to recognise the claim of systems or
creeds, even though they may have heen framed
and formulated Dby christian men, and are
only attempts to meet the faillure by human
elfort, but we are cast upon the faithfulness of
the Lord, and it is everything to have His approval.
1 would ask the youngest believer here, Do you
not value IHis approval 2 You may have to say
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No ! to many an attempt to be something i the
religious system around us, but the test for
everything 1s the confession of Christ’s name
and hearkening to His word. Everything will be
seen 1n its true character as we bring it into the
ight of Christ, the Holy and True One; the
youngest believer can test everything by Him ;
there are many influences 1 the world which aftect
people, but you can test their character 10 a very
simple way ; as you are acquainted with Churist,
so you judge of things in relation to Him, Ie 1s
Holy and True. Do things accord with Him ?
He has Dbeen here the perfect manifestation of
God, and now He 1s in glory; glory has been
grwen Him (though it was always s due), and
that tells us that perlection is in. Him. Good
men may have said or done many things, but
Christ 18 the test. The spirit of anti-Christ 1s
abroad, but it does not confess Christ, and 18
thus detected.

Now 1n order to know Christ we must seek
Iis company, we must cultivate intimacy with
Him. Tet me ask you in all affection, Do you
find your true association with Christ and with
those who keep His word and do not deny His
name ? We know Himself through being near
Him, but we ought to learn His characteristics
among His own. One wants to be with those
in whom Christ 18 seen. If a child were sent
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into another country he would bhe coloured in
speech and manner by the company he is in,
and so with us, we are coloured by the company
we keep. If we keep to the company of Christ
and those m whom He abides, our speech and
character will be affected by it. We shall grow
i acquantance with Him.  Depend upon it
there 1s a great deal in association. 1 see a great
tendeney  to  adopt the speech—the current
expressions of the world; we need to have our
speech seasoned with salt.  In learning of Christ
we should aequire a tone and wisdom of manner
which would prevent our adopting the current
expressions of the day.

Are you sceking this association with Churist ?
In doing so we should be kept [rom the- trial
and dread whieh the break-up of things here
brings to many. Men’s hearts lail, but Christ
abides the Holy One and Trne.

Then there 18 the exhortation, “ Hold that
fast whieh thou hast, that no man take thy erown.”
Whatis the erown 2 1 think it 1s Christ’s approval,
and association  with  Him. Association with
Chust 13 the keynote of the promise to the over-
comer; U lhim that overcometh will I make a

pillar in the temple of my God. . . . I will
write upon him the name of my God, and the
name of the aty of wmy God . . . which

comcth down out of heaven [from my God, and
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I will write upon him my new name.” Note
the word “my”; Christ brings the overcomer
into association with Himself. It was said of
Aaron that the crown of the anoimting oil of his
God was upon him; the peeuliar privilege of
nearness to God m the sanctuary for which he
was anointed was his crown, and the peculiar
privilege of the ehurch i1s association with Christ.
It 18 blessed to think that that abides whatever
the rum, and we have to hold fast to Christ.
We have received the Spirit in order that we
might be in the truth of our bheing in Christ,
and of our assoeiation with IIim who 1s the Son
of God. Teople consider honour in this world
to be a crown to them morally ; to us 1t would
be a disgrace. But association with Christ !
Is not that a crown? To walk with IIim n
white ! To be a pillar in the temple of I11s God !
To be of the aty of s God! To have [is
new name written upon us! That 13 our crown.
We bear Hig name here, we are called Christians ;
Philadelphia had not demed [Tis name,; hut the
overcomer 18 to hear llis new name, that wlaeh
sets forth what He 13 as the exalted Man, the
Head and Centre of Glod’s ereation.

Do not let any one say that this association
with Christ belongs to a eclass—to  advaneced
Chmstians. Noj; it belongs to  the ehureh,
to Christians as such. Ilas not the Spirit of
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God linked your soul with Christ 2 Has He
not brought to you the knowledge of the Son
of God? Do you not know Him as light and
salvation and blessing 2 Do not be content to
say, I am a Christian ; let it be a Christian in
assoctation with Christ.

The history of Laodicea is a sad one; 1t is soon
told. It 13 the last phase of that which was set
to give light for Christ here, and stands in contrast
to Philadelphia; it is the last state of Protestant-
isny. In Philadelphia we have seen that which
Christ owns, and now m Laodicea there is that
whieh 1s nauseous to Him. “1 know thy works,
that thou art neither cold nor hot”; there 1s
utter awndifference to Christ. We see the spirit
of 1t around us, if the actual state he not here.
There 1s o looseness of principle as to what 18 due
to Christ everywhere. In days which many
ol us can remember, the articles of the establish-
ment as held by the evangelicals, and the pro-
fessions of faith of orthodox dissent, were regarded
as o bubwark against Romanism and heterodoxy ;
but now every bulwark is broken down. People
may hold anything and yet be in fellowship with
churches and ehapels.  Unitarianism 1s rampant,
and the glory of the Son of God loosely held, if
not denied. In Philadelphia Christ’s name was
held to; in Laodicea it may be dishonoured,
and there is iudifference as to it. There are,
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thank God, happy exceptions, but it is what
Protestantism has come to. Christ is no longer
the test of doctrine, but man’s mind, and higher
criticism is indterent to Christ.  To be neither
cold nor hot is to he ndifferent.  With all this
there is boasting. It 18 not religious pretension,
but infidel pretension ; “thou sayest I am rich”
Christianity has no doubt benefited man apart from
conversion, and this i1s a matter of Dboast, while
real conversion is unknown. There is no divine
richteousness, no spiritual perception, no real
purity. The first man 18 exalted. Christ had
to endure the agony of the cross so that God’s
judgment of the first man might be expressed.
The atonement 1s denied, and Christ 13 regarded
merely as an example for the first man to imitate ;
but whether people believe in the atonement or
not, there 18 1 Christ’s death the witness of
God’s holy judgment on the man who sinned, and
God will not revive that man, though Laodicea
seelss to do so.

If there 1s mdifference as to the purity ol
so-called Christian churches, we may bhe sure
there 18 indifference privately. The measure
of everything for a Christian 1s Christ.  We
have to take eare that we do not allow in ourselves
that which is contrary to His name. But m
Laodicea Christ 18 outside. Think of 1t! that
the professing ehurch should be 1n such a state
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a state of self-satisfaction—that Christ is outside
of 1t, and stands at the door and knocks. Christ
does not change; HHe 18 the same yesterday.
to-day, and for ever, and therefore in His own
unchanging love lle says, “ As many as I love,
I rebuke and chasten.” He cannot give up
Ilis love to the church. It is not really an
assembly at all with Christ outside, but till the
moment of judgment He says, “ Be zealous
therefore and repent.” The church 1 its
responsibility has left Christ, but His love lingers
over 1t. Indeed, the Lord does not seem to
expect the church to listen, for Ie addresses
individuals m 1t ; 1if anyone will hear His voice,
He will come 1n to him (not now to the assembly)
and sup with him, and he with Christ. That
one shall enjoy Christ’s company, He will come
into that one’s cirele, and that one shall enter
into Christ’s things and enjoy them with Christ.

It has been said that the promise to the over-
comer in Laodicea is simply a place in the kingdom,
there is nothing special as there is to Philadelphia.
The promise to the overcomer there 18 the
consequence of association with Christ. How
could anyone he a pillar to support the temple of
God’s glory apart from association with Christ ?
To be of the holy city and its administration of
clory is consequent on association with Christ,
and Chnst’s new name 18 written on the
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overcomer. Ilow different from Laodicea! the
overcomer there who just at the last heors
Christ’s voice, gets a place mn the kingdom, but
that 1s all.

1 would like to impress every heart and con
selence with the state of thimgs around us, that
we might not be lethargic as to Christ’s judgment
of the church as that which was set to give hghy
for Him during Ilis absence. May we be those
who are waitmg for Him, careful lest any take
our crown through our not holding to Christ.
He 1s the chureh’s erown, and 1lis fulness 1s
known through association with Him. May
we know Him better, that we may better answer
to His mund and be for Hun down here.
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CLOSING REMARKRS

The foregoing addresses by no means exhaust
the subjeet matter of the epistles to the seven
churches; muclh more might be said. T take the
opportunity of a vacant space allowed me by the
printer to make one or two closing remarks.

The association of that which Dears the name
of God, and should be a witness for Him, with
the world in the midst of which it 1s set to give
light, leads to the judgment of God on both.
We have an illustration in Sampson. e was a
Nazarite, and as such, a representative of the
thoughts of God as to Israel that they should be
a separate people.  As a Nazarite he should have
acted entirely in the power of the Spirit of Jehovah
the God of Isracl. He joined affinity with
Jehovah’s enemies, against whom he was set to
act in the power of the Spirit.  God’s overruling
hand was there, but the result reached was that
Sampson hecame captive to the Gentile power,
and his ery for deliverance and vengeance on his
cnemies involved his perishing with them. It is
a picture of the history of Israel, and of this state
of things the prophets and the DPsalms spealk.
The nation that has departed from Jehovah will
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perish with the Gentile power. It will be revived
in Christ the Son of David and in the remnant
associated with Him.

In the sealed roll of chapter v. there is evidently
a new unfolding of God’s dealings, differing from
those mentioned in the prophets and Psalms. It
comes out I have no doubt consequent upon the
church having as a public body allied itself with
the Gentile power, and that combination also
comes under the Judgment of God. Tinally,
apostate Israel, apostate Christendom (as Babylon)
and the apostate Gentile power perish together.
It 1s well to have the sense of where things are
tending, and at the same time to seck to he in
the true place of the chureh as set forth in Phila-
delphia.  The overcomer 1s to hear the character
of Christ m the midst of evil.  Another has said
of this character “A heavenly man in the midst
of pretensions to be the people of God, which
made nothing of Ilim, his only part personal
faithfulness along with them that clung to Ilim,
the whole weight of human traditional religious-
ness being against them, else all death around,
vet an open door to serve.”

If all has failed in the chureh, there 1s no
failure in the Lord, nor ecan the purpose of God
faul.  Christ is the Amen, the faithful and true
Witness, and all 1s established for God i ITim.
Blessed it is to be in association with Tlim.
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