“Things which must
shortly come to pass”

BY
ALGERNON J. POLLOCK

Author of
The Amazing Jew
“May Christ Come at any moment?”
Efc., elc.

SECOND EDITION




FOREWORD TO FIRST EDITION.

This present work has been produced as the result of an
earnest request from Australia, couched in terms which
hardly admitted of a refusal.

The deep interest taken in prophecy at the present
time, the need of something brief and simple, yet exhaus-
tive as to the main outlines of the subject, were reasons
urged. The reader may now judge if this need has been
met.

Many Christians, anxious for enlightenment on these
subjects, and who have not the time in these days of
business stress and pressure to master long and exhaustive
treatises, we trust will find this book just what they want.

Whilst dispensational truth and prophecy generally
have been touched upon, the reader will find the following
pages are mainly a brief exposition of the Book of the
Revelation and of the prophetic parts of the Books of
Daniel and Zechariah.

A special effort has been made by the judicious use of
letterpress and diagrams to make the subject matter clear
and easily grasped.

It is with great pleasure that we acknowledge our in-
debtedness to Mr. James Green for kindly preparing the
maps, which appear at the end of the volume.

The writer lays no claim to originality. He has freely
availed himself of the help other writers have furnished
on these subjects.

The reader must be prepared for a measure of repetition
in these pages. For instance, in explaining Revelation
we get help in comparing it with Daniel; in explaining
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Daniel we get help in comparing it with Revelation,
etc., ete.

That God may graciously use these pages to the help
of many of His people is the desire and fervent prayer of
the writer.

WESTON-SUPER-MARE,
November, 1918.

SECOND EDITION.

That a second edition of this book is called for shows a
steady interest in prophecy among God’s people. Since
it first made its appearance, many events of the greatest

" importance have taken place, pointing to fulfilment of
prophecies bearing on the last days. It is interesting that
quite a number of events, which threw their shadow suf-
ficiently clearly on the dial of time, when the first edition
was being written, have materialized.

We have revised sparingly, but have brought inform-
ation up to date.

November, 1936.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Tue GREAT SUBJECT MATTER OF PROPHECY
DISPENSATIONS . . e s
Gop’s Four GREAT JUDGMENTS
“Tue TiMES OF THE GENTILES’
“Tue FULNESS OF THE GENTILES’
“Tue KingDoM oF HEAVEN'" ...
SHORT SKETCH OF JEwisH HISTORY
BrIier NoTES
Brier EXPOSITION OF THE REVELATION ...
BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE BOOK OF THE REVELATION ...
Brier ExXposITION OF DANIEL ...

BrIiEF EXPOSITION OF ZECHARIAH .
IsrAEL’S RETURN To THE Hory LAND PROPHESIED ...

THe VISION oF THE VALLEY OF DRy DBONES
(EZEKIEL XXXVII) ...

GoG AND MaGoG

EzExIEL’S VisioN oF THE CITY AND THE TEMPLE; AND
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LAND IN THE MILLENNIUM

Maps aND DiagraMs ...

20
26
34
41
46
56
66
76

1478

185

222

244

248
261

269
283



“Things which must Shortly
Come to Pass”

THE GREAT SUBJECT MATTER OF PROPHECY.

PHECY’’ (Rev. xix. 10}, is a deeply interesting

statement. It is one of the few sentences in Scrip-
ture which can be reversed. We can say equally well,
““The spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.”

It brings out a thought dear to every Christian who
understands that prophecy has in all its parts a relation
to Christ. This is true, whether the prophecy is direct
or indirect as to Christ, whether it has to do with the
Church, which is His body; the Jews, who are His
earthly people; or the Gentiles over whom He will rule
eventually as Son of Man. HE is the Centre of prophecy,
and all its predictions are related to that Centre. That
being so, how absorbingly interesting the prophetic word
becomes.

Alas! the misuse of prophecy is not uncommon. Its
details are too often discussed simply as appealing to
the intellect—the conscience not exercised, the heart’s
affections not stirred. Let us ever remember that God
never records the past, nor reveals the future, without de-
signing to affect us by His word in the present.

To see how God will have all things headed up in
Christ, to see aright how His ways in grace and govern-
ment are all leading to this grand goal, is to secure these
two things—a conscience exercised and affections
deepened.

“THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS IS THE SPIRIT OF PRO-
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The mystery of God’s will is in

‘‘[the] administration of the fulness of times; to
head up all things in the Christ, the things in the
heavens, and the things upon the earth’”’ (Eph. i.
10, N.T.).

God’s will is made known to us, who have received
His Holy Spirit; and to recognize the goal to which God
is working is to help us in our present enquiry.

THREE WAYS IN WHICH PROPHECY IS PRESENTED.
There are three ways in which prophecy is presented—
(r) DIRECT PROPHECY.
(2) InTyeE.
(3) By BiocrarHY.

(1) Direct Prophecy.—This includes all direct state-
ments as to future events. The first instance is found in
Gen. iii. 15—

“It [the woman's seed, that is Christ] shall bruise

thy [Satan’s] head,and thou [Satan] shalt bruise His
[Christ’s] heel.”’

How magnificently this was fulfilled when Satan, so far
as his intention and purpose went, was instrumental in
bringing about the death of Christ, though in reality the
Lord surrendered Himself to the will of God at the cross.
Satan’s apparent triumph was but short-lived, for Christ
rose triumphant the third day, having shattered his
power, and fully atoned for sin. The right moment shall
assuredly come when Satan will be cast into the bottom-
less pit and finally and for ever into the lake of fire. His
head shall thus be bruised.

Let this suffice to explain what is meant by direct pro-
phecy. The reader will recall many a prophecy on Old
Testament page as to the coming Christ, His sufferings
and His glory, that falls under this head.

- (2) In Type.—All the types are prophetic in character.
For instance, God clothing Adam and Eve with coats of
skins was typical, and therefore prophetic. Sin had come
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in. The sinner was naked. To obtain the needed cov-
ering the death of innocent animals had to take place,
and with their skins (the skin constituting the beauty of
the animal) the naked sinner was covered. Now the root
meaning of the Hebrew word rendered ‘‘atonement’’ is
to covetr.

It is affecting that when sin came in, and the sentence
of death was passed, the first death to take place was not
that of the sinner in judgment, but of the innocent vic-
tim, the sacrifice, the substitute, thus showing forth God'’s
intention to bless and save, and that righteously. The
victims typified Christ in His wondrous sacrifice, the cov-
ering skins the wondrous atonement effected and its ap-
plication to the needy sinner in righteousness.

Then, again, the Passover was prophetic. We are not
left to guess this, but have the authority of Scripture for
putting type and Antitype together.

“*Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us’’ (1 Cor.

V. .

The tgbemacle and its service in the wilderness, the
temple and its service in the land, were all typical of
Christ, His deity, His humanity, His life, His death, His
resurrection, His glories, of the sinner’s approach to God,
of the believer’s fitness for worship in His presence.

(3) By Biography.—The Bible biographies of Adam,
Isaac, Joseph, David, Solomon, and many others, are in
certain details prophetical of Christ,

Adam, the Head of the first creation, is typical of
Christ, the Head of the new creation.

‘““Adam . . . is the figure of Him that was to
come’’ (Rom. v. 14).
Isaac is the type of the heavenly Christ. The first men-
tion of love in the Bible is when God said to Abraham,
*“Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom
thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah;
and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of
the mountains I will tell thee of’’ (Gen. xxii. 2).

Does this not illustrate most beautifully the love of God
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the Father to His well-beloved Son, and bring before us
in type the great sacrifice that righteousness demanded
and love provided?

~ The second mention of love is found when we read,

‘““And TIsaac brought her [ Rebekah] into his
mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and she
became his wife: and he loved her: and Isaac
was comforted after his mother’s death’” (Gen.

xxiv. 67).
This brings us to a beautiful picture of Christ and His
Church, of Christ with His earthly links with Israel broken,
typified in Sarah’s death, and heavenly links formed with
His Church, His bride, typified in Isaac’s union with
Rebekah.

Joseph is a beautiful type of Christ, in that he was loved
by his father, hated by his brethren, sold for twenty
pieces of silver, passing in figure through death and re-
surrection in his prison life in Egypt, and finally exalted
to the place of rule and authority, becoming in figure the
Saviour of the world.

Was not Christ loved by His Father, hated by His
brethren the Jews, sold for thirty pieces of silver, did He
not pass through death and resurrection; and will He not
yet come forth as the Saviour and Ruler of the world for
its peace and blessing in the Millennium?

David is typical of Christ in His rejection.

Solomon is typical of Christ in His exaltation and glory.

Moreover, much of the Psalms, which are in part auto-
biographical, at least of the feeling of the writers of the
Psalms in their circumstances, are prophetic of the feel-
ings of Christ. The writers clearly go again and again
clean beyond what could be their own experiences.

The matchless Twenty-second Psalm is the most not-
able example of this. In it the sufferings of Christ are
detailed in a most wonderful way. You can see, as it
were, the nails being driven into His hands and feet,
and the soldier-robbers gambling for His clothes at the
foot of the cross. Without introduction or preamble the
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Psalm opens with a sob. Right from a heart torn by an-
guish it comes.

“My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’’
(verse 1).

Surely this was prophetic. One thousand years before
the actual cry was uttered on the cross in all its desolating
anguish by Christ, the Spirit of God used David to go
far byeond his own experiences, thus to place on record
a prophetic forecast of the story of the cross.

TWO GREAT THEMES OF PROPHECY.

The two great themes of prophecy in the Old Testament

are—

(1) “‘The sufferings of Christ’’; and

(2) ““The glory that should follow”” (1 Pet. i. 11).
‘“The sufferings of Christ’’ have all been fulfilled. ““The
glory that should follow’’ is future as to its manifestation
to the world. And just as surely as the prophecies of
“‘the sufferings of Christ’”’ have been fulfilled, so surely
will the prophecies of the coming glories be fulfilled.

Christianity stands or falls with the person of Christ.
His claims are either divinely true, and overwhelming in
their demand for acceptance on the part of everyone, or
else they are the highest conceivable point of blasphemy
ever reached. He is either ““God ... manifest in the
flesh’’ (1 Timothy iii. 16), supremely good and true, or
else He is the greatest impostor that has ever sought to
palm himself off on the credulity of mankind. There can
be no question as to Him. He is what He said He was,
the incarnate Word, ‘‘God manifest in the flesh,” the
Saviour of the world. There can be no other true con-
clusion.

Just in the same way the Bible stands or falls with
Christ. Through the Bible we are made aware of His
history, His claims, all that is set forth concerning Him.
The Bible is either the best book in the world or the
worst—the best, if it brings before us the true revelation
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of God in Christ; the worst, if it be not true. Language
utterly fails to extol the one, or to denounce the other.
It is either superlatively good or intolerably bad. But the
influence of the Book is only good. It is God’s message
to us, a message of supreme importance and blessing.

How then does the Old Testament, in which are found
these two great themes spoken of in 1 Peter i, 11, present
Christ to us? It has been well said that—

(1) The Pentateuch gives us the FIGURES of Christ;

(2) The Psalms give us the FEELINGS of Christ;

(3) The Prophets give us the FORETELLINGS of

Christ;
and whether figures or types, or feelings, or foretellings,
all are prophetic.

The New Testament gives us the fulfilment of the Old.
Thus—

(4) The Gospels give us the FACTS of Christ;

(5) The Epistles give us the FRUITS of Christ;
Christ is THE great Figure in history, beside whom all
others are as naught. He is the Incomparable, the Infinite,
the Eternal.

There are over three hundred distinct prophecies of
Christ scattered over the pages of the Old Testament.

It is possible to make a fortunate guess of a future
event and claim for it the dignity of a prophecy, but
every item added to the prophecy is a matter of geometrical
progression, rendering it much more difficult of fulfil-
ment, until by the addition of a very few items it be-
comes absolutely impossible of fulfilment on the score of
chance, or of fortunate guess.

Suppose some five hundred years ago some one pro-
phesied that in the nineteenth century a queen should
reign over Great Britain and Ireland. This might with-
out much stretch of imagination come true. But suppose
the prophet said she would ascend the throne when she
was eighteen years old, marry when she was twenty, be-
come the mother of nine children, a widow at a compar-
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atively early age, and reign for over sixty years; that
further, she should be born in Kensington Palace and die
at Osborne House; and it all became true; then such a
prophecy is clean lifted out of the region of chance, and
becomes established beyond question as a prophecy of
foreknowledge.

A PROPHECY OF FOREKNOWLEDGE.

In a far more wonderful way than our supposititious
case the coming Christ was prophesied. Not one or two
or six or eight items, as in the supposed case of Queen
Victoria, but over three hundred; not the pronouncement
of one prophet, but of many—Moses, the lawgiver; David,
the shepherd-king; Isaiah, the eloquent prophet; Amos,
the herdsman; Zechariah, the post-exilian prophet; Daniel,
greatly beloved of God; Malachi, the last of the prophets;
and many others; not uttered at one time, but extending
over fifteen centuries—all this lifts the prophecy of the
coming Christ into an absolutely unique place.

These three hundred prophecies, relating to Christ’s
Deity, His humanity, the place of His birth, His life, His
death, His resurrection, have been happily likened to
shafts of light of varying length, directed by different
hands across the centuries and falling first of all on the
face of a Babe in Bethlehem’s manger and lighting it up,
then on that wondrous life lived in Galilee and Judea,
step by step lighting up the pathway of the Son of God,
until we behold Him on the cross. The most wonderful
prophecy of all was that of His own resurrection, a fact
that is so strongly witnessed to by so many reliable wit-
nesses and by the spread of Christianity as to render it
beyond legitimate dispute.

Scripture after Scripture, as we read in the four Gospels,
was fulfilled in the life of Jesus. As it has been well said,
it were a far greater miracle for the four evangelists to
have imagined the life of Jesus, a life that has fascin-
ated even the perverted intellects of infidel writers such
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as Renan and Strauss, than to have placed on record the
actual life that was lived.

- The Jews were so zealous and careful of their holy
books that it is impossible to deny that these prophecies
lay on the sacred page for centuries before they were ful-
filled.

Aye, and the day cannot be far distant when the pro-
phecies relating to the glories of the coming King will
lighten up the face of the Son of Man in the cloud and
follow Him down the golden age of the Millennium, which
men are dreaming about and working for, but which can-
not come till Christ ushers it in, and then the prophecies
concerning the glory that should follow will be fulfilled.
Then

‘‘They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruning hooks: mnation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more’’ (Isa. ii. 4).

The three hundred prophecies concerning Christ can
all be searched out by the diligent student. They are all
on the sacred page, and prove the inspiration of Scrip-
ture, as well as the person and work of Christ, in an ir-
refutable way.

It is well in studying brief outlines of prophecy to see
that the great overwhelming prophecy of all is that re-
lating to Christ, and that He has already fulfilled all that
pertains to His sufferings—the glories to come awaiting
sure fulfilment.

The great outstanding FACT of all time and eternity is
Christ. We may well pause and ask the reader how he
stands in relation to Him. Not only does the Scripture
lay emphasis on Hs person, but on His mission into this
world, and His work.

It t}'1e reader is unsaved, we beseech him to read through
the Bible. Every Jewish sacrifice with its flowing blood

emphasize.s in prophecy the absolute necessity of the one
great sacrifice of Christ.
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““ NOT WITHOUT BLOOD ”’ (Heb. ix. 7),
is writ large over the whole book.
“Without shedding of blood is no remission’’ (Heb.
ix. 22),
is the truth of Scripture.

Has this no voice for you? Can you afford to be neg-
ligent of the claims of Christ? Surely, a thousand times
no. Ponder well this stupendous fact. Jesus, God’s eter-
nal Son, has died for YOU. Death had no claim upon
Him on His own account. His coming into the world
was voluntary. He was the second Person of the Trinity,
the uncreated Creator, the unsustained Sustainer of all
things.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word

was with God, and THE WORD WAS GOD’’ (John
i, 1),

““All things were made by Him'’ (John i. 3).
‘“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us’’ (John i. 14).

‘‘John bare witness of Him’’ (John i. 15).

‘“‘John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith,
Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world”’ (John i. 29).

It is said that German prisoners, who were captured
from the deep subterranean fortresses which they built
on the Somme, were blanched, because for months they
had been living away from the light of the sun, and were
practically entombed in a damp dark prison.

What will be the result, my unsaved friend, if you live
your life away from the light of God in time, and then,
if you die unsaved, you must exist away frem that light
perforce for eternity? There is no room for Unitarianism
in heaven, and none shall ever enter there but those whose
robes have been washed in the blood of the Lamb.

For a sinner with death and judgment lying straight
in front of him there is no blessing save through Christ
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and His glorious finished work. Be very clear on that
point, we beseech you.

Let us quote one or two verses that may bring blessing
to some anxious reader of these pages. In reading these
verses remember very particularly that salvation is not
of works, but of faith; that is, it is needful not only that
Christ should have died for you, but that you should re-
pent of your sins and bow in faith before the Lord Jesus,
accepting Him as your personal Saviour.

In short, you must appropriate the blessing for your-
self! Have you done this yet? Till you do you cannot
be saved. We beseech you not to miss this wondrous
blessing.

There is enough in these verses to make plain the way
of salvation to every troubled soul. Just believe them
as they stand.

“It [is] impossible for God to lie’’ (Heb. vi. 18).

You may therefore rely implicitly on God’s Word.
‘“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and

that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: NOT
g)Fg)WORKS, lest any man should boast’”’ (Eph. ii.

To him that WORKETH NOT, but believeth on

him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted
for righteousness’’ (Rom. iv. 5).

How plain it is that it is not the sinner’s doings and
strivings that can save the soul. How true are the lines—
‘“ Cast your deadly doing down,

Down at Jesus' feet;
Stand in Him, in Him alone,
Gloriously complete.
‘It is finished,’ yes, indeed,
Finished every jot.
Sinner, this is all you need:
Tell me, is it not? "
We beseech you, make no shipwreck on this point. How
many there are, who in their self-righteousness have re-
fused to acknowledge that their own doings have no
value in connection with their souls’ salvation. All, all is
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accomplished by Christ on the cross. There is plenty of
room for works after salvation—works, which can be des-
cribed as ‘“works of faith’’ and ‘‘labour of love,’”” works
that are the evidence of salvation, works ‘‘that accom-
pany salvation,’’ but salvation is altogether of faith and
faith alone.

Weigh well the following passages of Scripture—

‘‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved’’ (Acts xvi. 31).

‘‘Be it known unto you therefore, men and breth-
ren, that through this Man is preached untoc you the
forgiveness of sins: and by Him all that believe are
justified from all things’’ (Acts xiii. 38-39).

‘“God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life’’ (John
iii. 16).

‘“These things have I written unto you that believe
on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know
that ye have eternal life’’ (x John v. 13).

‘“The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth
us from all sin’’ (x John i. 7).

Many more passages might be adduced. Let these suffice.

Happy will it be if the consideration of the wondrous
prophecies of the Scriptures concerning Christ, and the
way those prophecies have been fulfilled regarding His
entrance into this world and His death, should lead any
reader of these pages to true repentance before God, to
the acknowledgment of the claims of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and to personal faith in Him. Thus only a happy know-
ledge of sins forgiven can be secured-
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DISPENSATIONS.

WITHOUT a right understanding of dispensational truth
no student of prophecy can rightly comprehend God’s
ways in the past and present, nor His plans for the future.

At the beginning of our enquiry we may well ask what
is meant by the word dispensation.

A Dispensation is a stretch of time marked out by
some special dealing of God with men—that dealing
imposing upon man responsibility, and always ending
in failure.
With this in mind it is easy to trace the dispensations of
Scripture.
Perhaps it will help to make our meaning plain if we
use a very simple diagram with descriptive letterpress.

Let it be clearly understood that whilst the beginning
of a dispensation can be clearly marked, its close cannot
be so definitely fixed in every case. The remark we make
later in connection with the Dispensation of Promise
illustrates what we mean.

- - . - .

DISPENSATION Adam was created innocent. Placed
as head over the first creation. Given
INNOCENCE. a helpmeet. One test was imposed

upon our ﬁrsff; lp:ren]’cs(,i viz.,f not ::io ea.g
i of the tree o owledge of good an
ve;l‘;lxsshg:tolziﬁiy lasted a evil. In their attempt to rise and be-
) come as gods they fell.

Their act was prophetic of the rise
of antichrist, who will make the
greatest attempt to be as God.

The dispensation ended in failure.
1t was closed by the fall of the crea-
ture and the introduction of the reign
of sin.

The record is covered b
Gen, ii. 7—iii. 24, d
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DISPENSATION
OF
UNRESTRAINED WILL.

Man was tested by the
fact of no restraint be-
ing put upon him.

The record is covered by
Gen. iv, 1—vii, 6.

This followed the dispensation of
innocence, and closed with the Flood.

Man was allowed to do what he
liked. And what was the result?

He corrupted and defiled himself to
such an extent that in mercy and
judgment God ended the dispensation
by a flood of water.

Doubtless the closing of this dispen-
sation by a flood of water is prophetic
of the closing up of the world’s his-
tory by a deluge of fire (see 2 Pet. iii.
10-12).

How often the natural heart thinks
that to do as it likes is the way of
happiness. Behold the result!

DISPENSATION
OF
GOVERNMENT.

Man had the sword of
government put into his
hand.

The record is covered by
Gen, viii. 15—xi.

Noah and his family after the flood
commenced this dispensation. Noah
had the sword of government put in-
to his hand. He proved himself
unfit by getting drunk. He could
not govern himself,

In process of time population in-
creased and the lessons of the flood
were forgotten; men banded them-
selves into one vast imperialism in
their desire to be strong without God.

The dispensation ended with the
intervention of God in confounding
the langnage of all the earth, so that
the people were scattered, and left
oft building the tower and city of
Babel (confusion). This closed the dis-
pensation.

DISPENSATION
OF
PROMISE.

Beginning with the
call of Abram and going
on to the Exodus,
though its principles still
go on, and will find
their full answer when
all nations shall be

No words can exaggerate the im-
portance of this new departure in the
ways of God. Abram was the first
person to be called. ‘““Now the Lord
had said unto Abram, Get thee out
of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and from thy father’s house, unto a
land that I will shew thee’’ (Gen.
xii. 1). Since his day calling has been
God’s way of blessing. The calling
OUT was the proof that God no
longer looked for respomse from the
world as such, and was the condem-
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DISPENSATION
OF

PROMISE,
(continued),
blessed in Abram'’s seed
. —Christ~—in the Millen-

nium,

The record is covered by
Gen. xii. 1—Exod. xviii.

nation of that out of which the call
was given.

Abram in this connection became
the recipient of the promise that in
his seed all nations should be blessed.
Henceforth the calling and promise
descended to Isaac and Jacob, which
last became the head of the Jewish
patriarchs, who in their descendants
became the called-out nation, as we
shall presently see.

All this was on the lines of an
earthly calling in view of an earthly
inheritance.

The Church comes in parenthetic-
ally with a heavenly calling, with a
heavenly inheritance, but still on the
lines of calling. The Greek word for
church (ecclesia) means called out. Of
that more anon,

Secondly, Abram was the first per-
son in whom the truth of justification
came out., ‘“‘Abraham believed God,
and it was counted unto him for
righteousness’’ (Rom. iv. 3).

So two NEw things come out in
Abram: (1) Calling: positively, lead-
ing to God’s thoughts of blessing for
the one called; negatively, involving
condemnation of the scene out of
which he was called; (2) Justification,
that is, complete clearance on the
ground of faith in what Another was
to do.

The Galatian epistle shows how Ab-
raham is the Head of promise, and
how all—Jew and Gentile—who put
their faith in Christ are the children
of Abraham and blessed with him,

It were well for the reader to seek
to grasp this important departure in
the ways of God brought out in this
dispensation. Succeeding dispensa-
tions differ, yet the blessings first
brought to light in Abraham are car-
ried on, though in the present dispen-
sation they connect themselves with a
heavenly order of things, and go be-
yond what was seen in Abraham.
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DISPENSATION This dispensation is strongly
OF marked. It had to do with a called
LAW. nation, and is one sad history of

Connecting itself with
Israel under Moses the

lawgiver, Joshua, and
the elders, the Judges
and Kings, until the
captivity.

The record is covered by
Exod. xix.—2 Kings xxv.

lapses into idolatry. As the result of
idolatry—the flagrant breaking of the
first and greatest commandment—Is-
rael was set aside and Gentile domin-
ion came in. Israel began with theo-
cracy, that is, direct rule by God.
When the Israelites demanded a
king, God said to Samuel the pro-
phet, “They have not rejected thee,
but they have rejected ME, that 1
should not reign over them’’ (1 Sam.
viii. 7).

In the time of king Rehoboam,
David’s grandson, the kingdom was
rent in two—Israel, comprising ten
tribes, formed the Northern KXing-
dom; Judah and Benjamin, with the
Levites and many Israelites who fell
to Judah, forming Judah, the South-
ern Kingdom. The king of Assyria
carried Israel into captivity in B.C.
740, whilst the king of Babylon car-
ried Judah into captivity in B.C. 599.

DISPENSATION
OF
“THE TIMES OF THE
GENTILES.”

(Luke xxi. 24).

The record is covered pro-
phetically by Nebuchadnez-
zar’s dream of a great image.
It began with Nebuchadnez-
zar, king of Babylon, and
will end when Christ returns
to this earth to put all en-
emies under His feet and to
reign. The Stone cut out
without hands, falling on the
feet of the image and des-
troymi it, gives us symboli-
cally the end of the dispen-
sation. (See Dan. ii. 31—45).

Idolatrous Israel being set aside as
God’s centre of dealing with this
world, God now puts authority into
the hands of the Gentiles. As this is
a large subject and intimately con-
nected with prophecy, we will content
ourselves with this remark at present.

We shall have to see how there
arises a dispensation of grace WITH-
IN this dispensation of government,
which latter ‘‘the times of the Gen-
tiles”” really is. This dispensation of
grace is connected with ‘‘the fulness
of the Gentiles” (Rom. xi. 25), and
is consequent on the death, resurrec-
tion, and ascension of the Lord
Jesus, the gift of the Holy Ghost and
formation of the Church, closing with
the rapture; then the Jew will again
be taken up and become the centre of
God’s dealings with the earth.

But more of this in detail later on.
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DISPENSATIONS

DISPENSATION
(&)

THE MILLENNIUM.

This covers the personal reign for
one thousand years of the Lord Jesus
as the long promised Messiah over
Israel, and as Son of man over the
whole earth. He will, indeed, be the
Lord Emperor—Xing of kings and
Lord of lords.

This dislfnensation will fulfil the
prophecy of 1 Pet. i. 11—"‘the glo
that should follow.” gy

It will involve the return of the
Jews to their land, and the break-
up of Gentile power to make way for
the reign of Christ.

This will be taken up in detail later
on.

The record is given in
Rev, xx. 4—6,
THE FINAL
PHASE.

—

This cannot be called
a Dispensation.

The record is covered by
Rev. xx, 7—10,

When the Millennium closes, God
in His wisdom allows Satan to be re-
leased from the bottomless pit, whe
shall then go out to deceive the
nations. This

INTERREGNUM
between the close of the Millennium
and the beginning of the eternal state
will be short, and is described in Rev.
xX. 7-10.

Satan will deceive the nations,
gathering them to battle in number-
less hosts. They will attack God's
people, and Jerusalem’s last siege will
take place. Fire will come down from
God which will devour His enemies
—the devil himself being cast into
the lake of fire, where the beast and
the false prophet will have been dur-
ing the Millennium.

This interrregnum will be one of
the strongest proofs possible that
man’s condition as fallen is hopeless.
The long period of Christ’s personal
reign, and the withdrawal of the
malign influence of the devil, will
not suffice to alter men’s hearts,

God will be fully justified in wind-
ing up all things, and the prophecy
of 2 Peter iii. 10, as to the heavens
and the earth being destroyed by
fire, shall be fulfilled.
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THE ETERNAL STATE.

Then will succeed the eternal state. This is recorded
in Rev. xxi. 1—8. Tt will consist of two parts-—the new
heaven and new earth wherein righteousness will dwell
(see verses 1—4), and the lake which bumeth with fire
and brimstone in which the unbeliever will have his part
(see verse 8).

Rev. xx. II—15 gives us the last great session of judg-
ment—the great white throne. Seeing the earth and the
heaven will have fled away, there can be no more time,
for these are marked by the two motions of the earth
round the sun—its diurnal rotation on its axis giving the
succession of night and day, and its orbit round the sun
giving the seasonal successions and marking off year from
year.

This gives the awfully solemn thought that the great
white throne will be set up after time has ceased, and its
judgment will be effected in eternity and for eternity.

The new heaven and earth will be the blissful side
of the eternal state, where God shall dwell in complacency
with His people—all the activities of time for ever ended.

““And when all things shall be subdued unto Him,
then shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him

that put all things under Him, that GOD MAY BE
ALL IN ALL” (1 Cor. xv. 28).
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GOD’S FOUR GREAT JUDGMENTS.

It will greatly help to the understnding of dispensa-
tional truth to be clear as to the above subject.
They are as follows:—

(1) THE JUDGMENT OF SIN AT THE CROSS.

(2) TuE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST FOR BELIEVERS
(2 Cor. v. 10).

(3) THE JUDGMENT OF THE LIVING NATIONS
(Matt. xxv. 31—46).

(4) THE JUDGMENT OF THE WICKED DEAD
(Rev. xx. 1I—I15).

The first took place at the cross, the other three are
still future.

The second will affect believers only, and will take place
after the Lord comes for His people, and before He comes
with His people to set up His millennial kingdom.

‘the third will affect the nations, when evangelised by
the Jewish missionaries, whom God will use to preach
the Gospel of the kingdom after the Church of God has
been caught up. It will be the session of judgment that
will decide who, of those alive upon the earth, are to go
into the kingdom of heaven in display, that is the mil-
lennial kingdom.

The fourth will affect the wicked dead, when raised at
the second resurrection. It will take place in eternity—
the resurrection, one of God'’s last acts in time—this judg-
ment, His first recorded act in eternity.

- . . - -
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Let us take each judgment in detail.
(1) THE JUDGMENT OF SIN AT THE CROSS.

Here we have the affecting thought of the spotless
Son of God suffering in His own Person the awful penalty
of sin; so that believers can say of Him, that He ‘‘was
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our
justification”” (Rom. iv. 25). To grasp how fully God has
been glorified and the need of the sinner met is of the
greatest importance. Without it none can have solid peace
with God.

(2) TrE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST FOR BELIEVERS.
(2 Cor. v. 10).

Writing to the Corinthian believers, the Apostle Paul
says,
‘“We must all appear [be manifested, N.T.] before
the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may re-
ceive the things done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad’’ (2 Cor. v.
10).
The above passage may appear to some of our readers to
contradict a passage with which they have been familiar
since their conversion. We refer to John v. 24.

‘“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth
My word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into con-
demnation [judgment, N.T.]; but is passed from
death unto life.””

Is His word to go for nothing? Cannot we rest upon
what He has said?

Certainly we can. John v. 24 will ever be true.

Then how are we to reconcile the two passages?

The answer is very simple. At the cross the person of
our blessed Saviour came under the judgment of God in
order that OUR persons, as believers, should never come
into judgment. Carefully note that the word translated
“‘condemnation’” in John v. 24 should be rightly ren-
dered ‘‘judgment.”” A man brought up for judgment
might be condemned or not, as the result of his being
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proved guilty or not; but John v. 24 teaches that we shall
never come up even for judgment, so definite and complete
is the clearance wrought out at the cross, measured alone
by the position of Christ in glory.

The whole point lies in the answer, Who or what comes
under judgment according to 2 Cor. v.? Not ‘““who”’
but ‘““what,”’ is the reply; not our persons, but our deeds
are to be judged or manifested.

An illustration will help.

We step into the assize court one day. We note its
solemn setting—the judge upon the bench, the jurymen in
their panel, the counsel in their seats, the policemen at
the doors, and above all the prisoner in the dock.

It is a serious murder case, and the judge is summing
up. How eagerly the poor prisoner listens. How tense
his attention. He knows full well what is at stake—his
person. If he is condemned he knows it means the gal-
lows, death, and a felon’s grave. We all understand the
seriousness of an assize court under such circumstances.

A little later we find ourselves in a very different spot
—a flower show. The exhibits are there and the exhibi-
tors. Presently the judges are announced. Does their ar-
rival produce in the breasts of the exhibitors the same
feeling as the sight of the judge produced in the heart of
the murderer? Certainly not. The flower-show judges
have not come to judge persons, but works—not to judge
exhibitors, but exhibits—not to administer punishments,
but awards.

So with the judgment-seat of Christ. When it takes
place our bodies, if we have fallen ‘‘asleep in Jesus,”
shall have been summoned by the mighty voice of the
Son of God from the slumber of the tomb; or, if alive upon
the earth, caught up, baving been changed into the like-
ness of Christ’s own body of glory (see Phil. iii. 2o, 21),
to be with Him in the Father’s house, the fruit of the
travail of His soul, presented to Himself as His glorious
Church, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing (see
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Eph. v. 27). Can there be any question as to our persons
when, raised and changed by His mighty power, we are
with Him, and like Him, and already in glory? Assuredly
not!

But our deeds shall come up for judgment. One of
two things shall happen as they are reviewed—we shall
either be rewarded or suffer loss. The following passage
helps to the understanding of this:—

‘‘For other foundation can no man lay than that
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

“Now if any man build upon this foundation
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay stubble;

““Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for
the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed
by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of
what sort it is.

“If any man’s work abide which he hath built
thereupon, he shall receive a reward.

“If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall
suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as
by fire’”’ (z Cor. iii. 11-15).

Note six things:—

() The foundation.

(2) Building good materials thereon.

(3) Reward.

(4) Building bad materials thereon.

(5) Loss.

(6) The individual saved ‘‘yet so as by fire.”

The Foundation.—This is Jesus Christ. Only true be-
lievers will appear before the judgment-seat of Christ as
given in 2 Cor. v.

And if the consequences of the judgment-seat of Christ
for the true believer are so solemn, where his works shall
be manifested and judged in view of rewards, what must
be the consequence of the judgment be for the unbeliever,
where his person is to be judged? There can be nothing
more solemn. '

So the Apostle, with his soul filled with the awe of this,
says, ‘‘Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we per-
suade men’’ (2 Cor. v. 1I); not only as to unbelievers in
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the preaching of the Geospel, but as to believers by pre-
senting the solemn truth as to the judgment-seat of Christ.

Not for one moment would we make light of the con-
sequences of the judgment-seat even for the believer. In
our illustration of the flower show all the exhibits are more
or less praiseworthy, the super-excellent winning the
prizes, but at the judgment-seat of Christ all the deeds
of the believer—good and bad—shall be manifested. How
inexpressibly solemn! To suffer loss is to lose for etern-
ity. To gain, to gain for eternity.

Finally, the Apostle presents the love of Christ as the
constrainng power. The death of Christ imposes upon
those, who owe all their blessing to it, the obligation of
no longer living unto themselves, but UNTO HIM who
died for them and rose again.

Building Thereon.—Acceptable deeds, begotten and en-
ergized by the Holy Spirit of God, are likened to gold,
silver, precious stones—materials that can stand the test
of the fire. Such deeds will receive reward.

But if deeds are unacceptable, the product of the flesh,
however subtle and outwardly good they may appear to
be, they are likened to wood, hay, stubble—materials that
cannot stand the test of the fire. Loss will be experienced
—loss of time, loss of trouble, loss of the Lord’s sweet
approval, loss of reward—which might have been gain had
the deeds been acceptable.

The Individual Saved.—An extreme case is stated, that
of a man whose works are all to be burned up, yet it
states clearly that he shall be saved ‘‘yet so as by fire.”
He gets clear by the fire of judgment consuming all that
was wrong in his life. It is the precious blood of Christ
alone that puts away our sin before the eye of God, but
self-judgment ars us from them in our own conscience
and practice. et the solemn light of the judgment seat
of Christ affect us daily in our lives, and influence our con-
duct continually.
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Do not the above considerations amply confitm John
v. 24— "‘shall not come into judgment’’?

The Rewards.—These are not for heaven, but for the
kingdom of heaven; not for the Father’s house, but for
earth. In short, rewards determine the believer’s position
in the millennial kingdom of Christ, and have nothing to
do with his place in heaven. That is solely the result of
the finished work of Christ.

But more of this in detail later on.

(3) THE JUDGMENT OF THE LIVING NATIONS
(Matt. xxv. 31-—40).

After the rapture of the Church, God will again take up
the Jew for blessing. By means of the activities of His
grace on the one hand in reaching the Jew for blessing,
and through the agency of the Jew presenting the Gospel
of the kingdom for the acceptance of the Gentile, and per-
mitting on the other hand His purifying judgments to
afflict the world, God will prepare the world for the glorious
advent of Christ to rule as Messiah over His ancient people
and over the nations as the Son of Man.

No longer will the Gospel of the grace of God go forth.
That Gospel, rejected by Christendom, will cease to be
preached after the Church has been caught up at the
second coming of Christ. The Gospel of the kingdom—
that which was preached by our Lord and His apostles
while He was upon this earth—will again be preached
among all nations by the instrumentality of Jews reached
and blessed in a special way to be His messengers. Just
as John the Baptist was the forerunner of Christ when
He first came, so these Jewish converts may be likened to
His forerunners in a general and secondary sense at His
second coming.

The result of this evangelisation will be seen in the ac-
count of the judgment of the living nations in Matt. xxv.

31—456.
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Those who receive the Gospel of the kingdom will
form the “‘sheep’’ class, who shall stand on the right hand
of the Judge and go into life eternal, that is, enter into
the millennial Kingdom of Christ.

Those who reject the Gospel of the kingdom will form
the ‘“‘goat’ class, who shall stand on the left hand of
the Judge and go into everlasting punishment. This will
take place at the close of all the tribulations that shall
sweep over the earth in their purifying work, and be
preparatory to the Lord setting up His millennial king-
dom. So we read:—

‘“The Son of Man shall send forth His angels, and
they shall gather out of His kingdom all things that
offend, and them which do iniquity;

““‘And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

‘“Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun
in the kingdom of their Father’” (Matt. xiii. 41-43).

(4) THE JUDGMENT OF THE WICKED DEAD
(Rev. xx. 1T—15).

This presents us with God’s last session of judgment.
It will affect the wicked dead—all those who have part
in the second resurrection. The first resurrection finds
all those who are Christ’s raised, and this will take place
a thousand years at least before the wicked dead are
raised. The wicked dead will be raised after the little
space of time when Satan, loosed from the bottomless
pit, shall have made his last final attack on God’s people
at Jerusalem, the beloved city. The great white throne
will be set up after the earth and heaven shall have fled
away from the face of Him who sits upon the throne.

The Seer beholds in vision the awe-inspiring sight of
the dead, small and great, standing before God—the
books opened and the dead judged accordingly.

The result is solemn in the extreme:—

‘““And death and hell [hades]were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death.

““And whosoever was not found written in the
book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”
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Death is the condition of bodies apart from souls.

Hades is the condition of souls apart from bodies.

When dissolution takes place the body is in the con-
dition of death; the soul in the condition of hades.

In resurrection death will deliver up the custody of
bodies, and hades the custody of souls, and bodies and
souls reunited are loocked on as death and hades personi-
fied. It is in this way that the wicked dead raised and
judged shall be cast into the lake of fire,

Death is not a place, but a condition.

Hades is not a place, but a condition.

But as death, a condition, demands a place for the
body, the grave generally speaking; so hades, a condition,
demands a place—for the believer “with Christ in para-
dise,”” for the unbeliever a place of torment as set forth
in Luke xvi. 19—31.

The second death is not annihilation. Death never
means annihilation. The first death does not mean an-
nihilation—the soul survives and the body will be raised.
The second death does not mean annihilation, but an
eternal living death. In short, eternal punishment means
eternal punishing. Solemn thought, yet Scripture clearly
teaches it, and it is our wisdom to bow to Scripture and
not raise in question God’s justice. His ways are per-
fect and right.
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“ THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES.”

Twis illuminating expression fell from the lips of our
Lord, and is found in Luke xxi. 24. It refers to the time
when, Israel being set aside because of idolatry, God
ordained that the Gentile should hold the government
of the world. It ends with that power being set aside be-
cause of its wickedness, and God in sovereignty bringing
in the Jew for blessing under the reign of Christ in His
millennial kingdom.

It is twice presented pictorially in the book of Daniel
—once in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the great image
as described in chapter ii. 31—45; and again in Daniel’s
vision of four beasts as described in chapter vii. 1-—28.

The times of the Gentiles began with Nebuchadnezzar.
God allowed him to make Israel tributary. He dethroned
Judah’s king and carried away the people captive. From
then till the Lord comes to reign ‘‘the times of the Gen-
tiles’’ run their course. It is interesting and instructive to
see why this was allowed, viz., because of Israel’s idolatry,
and later on continued because of their great sin in re-
jecting their Messiah,

Nebuchadnezzar was the first Gentile monarch to rule
by divine right. The prophet Daniel addresses the Baby-
lonian monarch with the words:—

“Thou, O king, art a king of kings; for the God of
heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and
strength, and glory’’ (Dan. ii. 37).

The times of the Gentiles run as follows, as typified by
the great image seen by Nebuchadnezzar in his dream,
and by the four beasts as seen by Daniel in his vision.

(1) Head of Gold — Lion -— Babylonian Empire.
(2) Breast and Arms of Silver —Bear — Medo-Persian
Empire.



"'THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES’’ 35

(3) Belly and Thighs of Brass — Leopard — Grecian
Empire.

(4) Legs of Iton, feet partly iron and partly clay —
Fourth Beast — Roman Empire.

Evidently the vision given to Nebuchadnezzar empha-
sized the outward appearance of these world empires,
whilst that given to the prophet presented the inner
characteristics.

The Babylonian Empire existed at the time of these
visions, but nothing short of inspired prophecy could have
foretold the fall of that mighty empire, and the rise of
other empires, whose course lay absolutely untracked by
mortal vision in the vista of the approaching centuries.
Daniel affords, then, a very remarkable proof of inspira-
tion.

Not much is said about the first three empires. The
main attention of enquiry is naturally fastened on the
fourth—the Roman Empire,—as it is that empire which
comes into importance in the last days.

Note the descending value of the materials of the com-
posite image, as seen in vision by Nebuchadnezzar.

GOLD,
SILVER,
BRASS,

IRON,
CLAY,

thus illustrating the gradual decadence of supreme power,
which had, as its highest illustration, Nebuchadnezzar.
We would ask the thoughtful student to turn to Daniel
vii. in reading the description of the four beasts as seen
in Daniel’s vision. Just as the materials descended in
value in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, so there is descending
value seen in the beasts described in the prophet’s vision.

Babylon.—Here we have majestic power presented to
us under the figure of the lion; rapidity as set forth in
the eagle’s wings, but finally broken and subdued as seen
in its being made to stand upon its feet as a man, and a
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man’s heart given to it (see Dan. vii. 4). This is illus-
trated in the history of Nebuchadnezzar himself.

Medo-Persia.—Here power is presented to us under the
figure of a bear. The impression given is that of a
ferocious unwieldy power, and the two parts of the em-
pire not being equal, as the beast raised up itself on one
side more than on the other. This was seen in that Persia
was the predominant power in the Medo-Persian Empire.

Greece.—Here power is presented to us under the figure
of a leopard, speaking of rapidity. To this was added the
further symbol of four wings of a fowl, emphasizing the
idea of rapidity, though inferior to eagles’ wings as set
forth in Babylon. This imagery was fulfilled by the rapid
conquests of Alexander the Great, who died in his early
thirties, whilst the four-headed appearance of the leopard
answered to Alexander’s empire being divided by his
four generals after his death.

Rome.—The tferrible character of this empire could not
be symbolized by a likeness to any known beast. Daniel
describes it as—

‘‘dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and
it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in
pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it:
and it was diverse from all beasts that went before
it; and it had ten horns” (Dan. vii. 7).
The wonderful Roman Empire was different from every

empire that preceded it. It was not signalized by the
complete autocracy of Babylon, for it passed through
various phases of rule, that of kings, consuls, presidents,
emperors, etc. Yet throughout all it was characterized
by tremendous force and determination, coupled with a
genius for taking time in which to call to itself ample
power to deliberately carry out its purposes of aggrand-
isement.

It is this same beast that occupies the attention of the
Apostle John. When he wrote, the three previous world-
empires had passed into history, and he himself was a
prisoner at Patmos in the power of the Roman Empire,
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whose revival in a future day he foretold.

If we put

Daniel and Revelation together we shall see that both
books refer to the Roman Empire.

‘*After this I saw in the night
visions, and behold a fourth
beast, dreadful and terrible,
and strong exceedingly; and it
bad great iron teeth: it de-
voured and brake in pieces, and
stamped the residue with the
feet of it: and it was diverse
from all the beasts that were
before it; and it had ten horns.

‘“I considered the horns,
and, behold, there came up
among them another little horn,
before whom there were three
of the first horns plucked up by
the roots: and, behold, in this
horn were eyes like the eyes of
man, and a mouth speaking
great things’”’ (Dan. vii, 7, 8).

““And I stood upon the sand
of the sea, and saw a beast
rise up out of the sea, having
seven heads and ten horns, and
upon his horns ten crowns, and
upon his heads the name of
blasphemy.

““And the beast which I saw
was like unto a leopard, and
his feet were as the feet of a
bear, and his mouth as the
mouth of a lion: and the
dragon [Satan] gave him his
power, and his seat, and great
authority.

““And I saw one of his heads
as it were wounded to death;
and his deadly wound was
healed: and all the world won-
dered after the beast’”’ (Rev.
xiii. 1—3).

It is instructive to note that whilst Daniel speaks of
this beast as being ‘‘dreadful and terrible,” John, the
Seer, tells it was like a leopard as a whole, its feet bear-
like and its mouth lon-like, thus showing that whilst the
Roman Empire has its own distinctive features, it inherits
the characteristics of the three preceding empires.

Daniel tells us that this beast had ten horns, and that
a little horn arose before whom three of the ten horns were
plucked up by the roots, thus leaving seven harns, where-
as there had been ten.

John, the Seer, beholds the beast as having seven heads
and ten crowned horns. Thus John and Daniel agree,
each presenting the matter in hand in his own distinctive
way. .

We come now to an important and interesting enquiry :
What is the meaning of the deadly wound being healed?
There is no doubt, we think, but that John in vision
beholds the revived Roman Empire, which is still future,
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and which cannot come into definite existence till after
the rapture of the Church. But whilst John sees it, as
such, he does not, we think, ignore its past history. The
Roman Empire will be resuscitated, and will not be a new
thing.

The deadly wound, we believe, was the break-up of
the imperial power of Rome by the Huns and Goths in
the fifth century. For nearly fifteen hundred years the
Roman Empire has not been in actual existence, though
‘‘the times of the Gentiles’’ are still running their course,
as is very evident from the Saviour’s words in Luke xxi.
Palestine has been in Gentile hands from that day to this.

Before we answer our question, What is meant by the
deadly wound being healed? we ask, Why has God al-
lowed the Roman Empire to be broken up, necessitating
its revival, for no such event as is betokened by the
symbol of the stone cut out without hands smiting the
feet of the image has ever taken place? It might be
argued that the descent of the Huns and Goths into the
Lombardy plain and their thundering at the gates of Rome
itself might answer to this, but a careful reading of Daniel
ii. 44, and vii. g—14, incontestably points to divine inter-
position, and that no less a person than the Lord Jesus
is referred to as ‘‘the stone cut out without hands,” and
that it is the Lord Himself who will set up the fifth world-
empire, which shall stand for ever.

Why then has God allowed the Roman Empire to be
broken up for the moment? We bhelieve the answer is
very obvious. It was (consequent on the rejection of
Christ by the Jews) the time chosen of God to carry out
His wondrous designs concerning the Church—designs
which were the subject of purpose between the Father and
the Son in the past eternity.

Just as God put the Jew aside spititually because of his
rejection of his Messiah, and introduced the Church into
heavenly blessing, so God set aside for the moment the
Roman Empire governmentally because of its crucifying
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the Son of God, for we must remember that, although
the Jews clamoured for His death, yet it was under the
Roman power that He suffered.

We believe then the being wounded to death was the
break-up of the Roman Empire, though the dispersal of
the Jews among the nations, and the Holy Land passing
under the sway of first one Gentile power and then an-
other, have continued the times of the Gentiles until now.

Although the healing of the deadly wound, that is the
revival of the Roman Empire, is subsequent by many
centuries to its infliction, that is the break-up of the
Roman Empire, the Apostle John does not ignore the
latter as a great fact in history. He mentions it to draw
attention to its healing, which is still future. Few things
will be so dramatic and awe-inspiring as the revival of
the Roman Empire, in other words the healing of the
deadly wound.

The Roman Empire, when revived, will run its course
under the power of the beast, the over-lord over vast ter-
ritory, and will be energized by the dragon, Satan, until
the stone cut out without hands strikes the feet of the
image and destroys it, or as Daniel tells us,

] beheld till the thrones were cast down . . . I
beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body
destroyed, and given to the burning flame’” (Dan.

vii. 9 and 11).

How exact is the prophecy of our Lord in Luke xxi.
He foretold the destruction of the Temple, and it took
place exactly as predicted; He foretold the terrors of the
siege of Jerusalem, and it was the worst in history for
bloodshed. He prophesied that the jews should be led
captive among all nations, and volumes could be written
to show how literally this has been fulfilled. The pheno-
menon of a people, thus scattered and down-trodden, pre-
serving its identity along the centuries, is the marvel of
the world’s history which cannot be explained on natural
grounds. He likewise prophesied that the holy city should
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be trodden down of the Gentiles, and it has been, and
will be till the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. Could
prophecy be more exact and wonderful, proving beyond a
doubt the inspiration of Christ and the Scriptures?
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‘“ THE FULNESS OF THE GENTILES.”
(RomANS xi. 25).

THis is a most significant expression, demanding a word
of explanation. It stands in contrast to the blindness in
part that has happened to Israel.

Israel, because of her rejection of her Messiah, is set
aside and judicially blinded. The words of Isaiah, written
centuries before, are fulfilled—

““Make the heart of this people fat, and make
their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and un-
derstand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

““Then said I, Lord, how long? And He answered,
Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and
the houses without man, and the land be utterly
desolate’’ (Isa. vi. 10, 11).

Just as “‘the times of the Gentiles’’ is a political term,
referring to God’s governmental dealings in the world, so
““the fulness of the Gentiles’’ is a spiritual term, referring
to God’s ways in grace in this world. It is significant
that the word Gentiles dominates both expressions.

In studying the Acts of the Apostles we see how the
divine commission for the Apostles to be witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea, in Samaria, and unto the utter-
most part of the earth (see Acts i. 8) was carried out.
Judaism is left to its unbelief and rejection of Christ.
Chapters ii. to vii. inclusive give us the fulfilment of this
to Jerusalem and Judea. ‘“To the Jew first”” is the divine
order.

Satan, having secured the martyrdom of Stephen, pro-
ceeded to stir up great persecution of the Church at Jer-
usalem. But he outwitted himself. Like a child using a
pair of bellows to blow out a spark, but who, instead,
blows it into a flame, so Satan, instead of quenching the
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light of the infant Church, did the very reverse by caus-
ing the disciples to be scattered abroad, for everywhere
they went they preached the Word. Thus Philip found
himself preaching in Samaria. This chapter viii. records.
But even Samaria was not far enough afield for the en-
ergies of the grace of God, so we find Philip sent to the
desert near Gaza in order to speak to an Ethiopian, who
in his turn carried the Gospel to his native land.

But in connection with Stephen’s death we find a strik-
ing character introduced-—the young man, Saul. The
arch-persecutor of the Church was destined to be the arch-
propagator of the Gospel and the zealous founder of new
churches. If he persecuted even unto strange cities, we
shall see him evangelizing even unto strange countries.
So chapter ix. gives us the conversion of this remarkable
man, and his early labours at Damascus and Jerusalem,
and his escape to Tarsus.

Then the curtain falls for the moment upon Saul, and
Peter comes into prominence again. But let it be grasped
how this Apostle of the circumcision is presented to us.
Chapters x. and xi. narrate very fully how the prejudiced
Peter was made willing to go to Caesarea in order to
preach to the Gentile Cornelius and his Gentile friends.
That God should use the Apostle of the circumcision on
this service was divinely wise, inasmuch as he convinced
Peter, the chief of the Jewish Apostles, of the rightness of
the work among the Gentiles, and through him carried
the rest with him in this conviction. What a victory for
the grace of God when the narrowness of the exclusive
Jewish heart was widened out to go to the Gentile.

The next important point to notice is in chapter xiii.
There the Antiochan prophets and teachers, as directed
by the Holy Ghost, separated Barnabas and Saul for the
work of the ministry. Here a new and striking departure
took place. Jerusalem is set aside, and from a Gentile
city these servants of God are sent forth. And where
do they go? Their divine Master was sent to ‘‘the lost
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sheep of the house of Israel.”” But was the scope of His
death limited to the Jews? No; we read:
‘“The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the
world”’ (x John iv. 14).

The divine scope of His death is thus indicated here. We
find Barnabas and Saul immediately going to such places
as Seleucia, Cyprus, Pamphylia. True, in the main they
ministered in the synagogues, but the way was being pre-
pared for the Gentiles.

Chapters xiii. and xiv. form one long record of Gentile
places visited by the energy of these servants of Christ.
In chapter xv. Peter again comes to view in connection
with the attempt to bring in Judaizing principles in con-
nection with the Gospel. Jerusalem is the scene of the re-
markable conference to discuss this matter, and its result
is to release the infant Church from looking to Jerusalem
for guidance or control, and setting her free to seek it
from her glorious Head in heaven. Nor is Peter’s name
once mentioned after this chapter. The word ‘‘Gentiles’’
is the predominant word of the narrative. Let us quote
the passages referred to:—

‘“And when there had been much disputing, Peter
rose up and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye
know how that a good while ago God made choice
among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should
hear the word of the gospel, and believe’’ (verse 7).

Here the Apostle refers to the great epoch when he
preached the Gospel to Cornelius and his friends.

‘““Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave
audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what mir-
acles and wonders God had wrought among the Gen-
tiles by them’’ (verse 12).

‘‘Simeon hath declared how God at the first did
visit the Gennles, to take out of them a people for
His name’’ (verse 14).

‘“That the residue of men might seek after the
Lord, and all the Gentiles’’ (verse 17).
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‘““Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not
them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to
God"’ (verse 19).

"*The apostles and elders and brethren send greet-
ing unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in
Antioch and Syria and Cilicia’’ (verse 23).

So the circle of blessing starts from the centre, Jerusa-
lem, moves on to Judea, passes thence to Samaria, and
then through the tireless energy of the great Apostle and
his companions widens out to the very ends of the earth.

The Apostle Paul was called as the Apostle of the Gen-
tiles, and fulfilled that ministry far and wide. Judaism
bitterly opposed him in this. As he made his defence on
the castle stairs at Jerusalem he was listened to in ‘‘great
silence’’ till he came to the point where he told how the
Lord had given him his commission.

‘‘And He said unto me, Depart: for I will send
thee far hence unto the Gentiles.
‘‘And they gave him audience unto this word, and
then lifted up their voices, and said, Away with such
a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he,
should live’’ (chap. xxii. 21, 22).
Such is man’s heart. To hear that a man was commis-
sioned by God to carry the Gospel to the Gentiles suf-
ficed to provoke an outburst of bitter bigotry and hatred.

And thus we run through the Acts of the Apostles till
we come to the last chapter, where the Jews refuse the
testimony of Paul, and he says to them:—

‘“Be it known therefore unto you, that the salva-
tion of God is sent unto the Gentiles, AND THAT
THEY WILL HEAR IT” (verse 28).

‘“The fulness of the Gentiles’” refers then to the spiritual
blessing of the Gentile, consequent on the setting aside of
the Jews because of their rejection of Christ. Its opera-
tion is described by Simeon:—

“How God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to
take out of them a people for His name’’ (Acts xv.
14).
God is not blessing nationally either Jew or Gentile, but
saving men and women out of the world. The very word
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for Church—ecclesia—means called out, and this calling
out is what God is doing at the present time.

““The fulness of the Gentiles’”” will be complete when
Christ comes to catch up His church, His called-out ones,
and then God will begin to deal with His ancient people
again for earthly blessing.

But in the meantime one glance will tell us that the
light and energy and blessing of the Gospel lie in Gentile
hands, and not in Jewish. That Gentiles should form
missionary societies to the Jews is proof enough of the
state of things. But when the Church is caught up “‘the
fulness of the Gentiles’” will be complete. We shall then
see the Jew evangelizing the Gentile again.
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“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.”

THE expression, the “Kingdom of Heaven,”’ does not
refer to heaven as such, but to the rule of heaven over the
earth. It will be seen that corruption and false profession
find their place in the Kingdom of Heaven, and such will
assuredly not find a place in Heaven.

WHEN DID THE KiNGDOM OF HEAVEN BEGIN?

Was it known in Old Testament times? Daniel told Ne-
buchadnezzar, as he interpreted his dream, prophesying
that monarch’s approaching insanity, that the judgment
was sent to humble his pride, and in order to teach him
‘‘that the heavens do rule.’*

This was not the Kingdom of Heaven, but meant the
governmental rule of God over the world. Our inquiry
will show that the Kingdom of Heaven has a spiritual sig-
nificance.

When did it begin? One verse settles the question.
The Lord said : —

““Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born
of women there hath not risen a greater than John
the Baptist: notwithstanding, he that is least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he'’ (Matt. xi.
11).

And again:—

‘“The law and the prophets were until John: since
that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every
man presseth into it”’ (Luke xvi. 16).

These two verses prove that John the Baptist was not
in the Kingdom of Heaven, but that though never in it
himself, yet his preaching prepared the way for it. Let
it be at once grasped that there could be

No KiNGDOM WITHOUT FIRST A KING,

and that John was the forerunner of the King. But seeing
that the King is rejected, the Kingdom is in mystery now,
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as it will be in display when Christ rules as the King of
Israel and as the Son of Man over the whole world.

It may be noted that the term ‘‘Kingdom of Heaven”
only occurs in Matthew’s Gospel, which thus presents its
dispensational character, whilst the expression, ‘“Kingdom
of God,”’ occurring in all the Gospels, especially in Luke’s,
and running through the Acts of the Apostles and oc-
curring in the Pauline Epistles, presents more often the
truth in a moral character, though in some cases the ex-
pressions cover the same ground, as the context proves.

THE KINGDOM IN MYSTERY.

That the Kingdom should take this character was nec-
essary because of the rejection of the King, When Christ
takes His rightful place it will be in display.

Matthew xiii. is the great chapter which indicates the
course of the Kingdom of Heaven in mystery. It con-
sists of seven parables, which fall into three divisions.
The first parable stands by itself, then the three following
form the second division, and the last three the third
division. The chapter begins:—

‘““The same day went Jesus out of the house, and
sat by the sea side’’ (verse 1).

This action of His was symbolic, ‘‘the house’’ signifying
Judaism, ‘‘the sea side’’ the nations of the world. His
attitude indicates a new departure in the ways of God.
Christ turns His back upon Judaism as such; it had re-
jected the rightful King, and He indicates a new line of
action in this parable.

Notice, it is the only one of the seven parables that
does not begin with the expression, ‘‘The Kingdom of
Heaven is likened.”” The reason of this is because it is by
the sowing of the seed of the Kingdom that the Kingdom
is formed.

Hitherto Jehovah had been seeking fruit from Israel;
now He is no longer seeking, but is giving, and that not
to Judaism only, but to the whole world. It is not a
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question now of seeking fruit, but sowing seed to produce
fruit. We do not need to go into the details of this beau-
tiful parable: it speaks for itself.

The next three parables present the Kingdom in mys-
tery in its outward form or aspect. The parables are as
follow : —

(1) TueE WHEAT AND THE TARES.

(2) THE GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED.

(3) THE WomaN, THE MEAL, AND THE LEAVEN.
THE WHEAT AND THE TARES.

The good seed is sown: that is God’s blessed indestruc-
tible work. The enemy sows tares: that is Satan’s work.
Note that the enemy’s work was done ‘‘while men slept.”’
Thus it has ever been that man fails when responsible in
God’s things.

Note, too, that the wheat and the tares are individuals.
This brings out the outward aspect of the Kingdom in
that Satan has succeeded in introducing mere professors
into the Kingdom.

Many Christians think this Scripture warrants them in
sitting down with the unconverted at the Lord’s supper,
seeing that the exhortation is to let both wheat and tares
grow up till the time of harvest, and not to pull up the
tares at once. But the field is the world, and not the
assembly. This contention thus falls to the ground.

Doubtless the true children of the Kingdom to-day are
also true members of the Church of God. But the Church
of God is the place of holy discipline, where no uncon-
verted person should have the privilege of the Lord’s
supper. The exhortation to let both wheat and tares
grow together to the end does not refer at all to the dis-
cipline of the Church, but to the deferring of judgment
until the time of the end. The time of harvest refers to
the moment when Christ shall set up His Kingdom in
display.

. - . . .
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THE GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED.

Here we have that which we are told is the least of
all seeds, growing into a tree, and the fowls of the air
lodging in its branches. This presents to us the preten-
tious character of Christendom, for the Kingdom of
Heaven and Christendom are identical until the Lord
comes for His Church, when the Kingdom will take a
different character, or rather it will not then be modified
by the truth of this present Church dispensation.

The Church of Rome, with its papal arrogance, its dis-
play of worldly pomp and glory, its ceaseless scheming
after world-empire, affords a good example of this preten-
sion, though all, who forget that, till Christ gets His
place, the Christian has no place in the world save that of
‘“‘stranger or pilgrim,”’ evidence in greater or lesser
measure the same thing.

Tue WoMAN, THE MEAL, AND THE LEAVEN.

This parable emphasizes the fact that evil doctrine
would be introduced into the Christian profession until
the whole is permeated. A woman taking the lead in
divine things is very generally a sign of evil, and it is
significant that women have been notorious for this. Take
the case of Mrs. White, a neurotic, hysterical woman,
who was the chief prophetess of Seventh Day Adventism;
of Mrs. Eddy, likewise neurotic, hysterical, and a spirit-
ualistic medium, the founder of Christian Science; of Mrs.
Blavatsky, a spritualistic medium, the introducer of
modern Theosophy; of Mrs. Besant, the erstwhile infidel,
her successor; of Ann Lee, of Shaker fame, etc., etc. Take
Jezebel, as referred to in Rev. ii. 20, and whose spiritual
significance is delineated in chapter xvii., as a case in
point.

Leaven in Scripture is always a type of evil. It was
to be put out of the dwellings of the Israelites. Christians
are exhorted : —
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‘‘Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old
leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wick-
edness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity
and truth’’ (x Cor. v. 8).

Again, the Apostle Paul, vehemently combating the
Judaizing principles that were imperilling the very foun-
dations of Christianity, so that he could say that even if
an angel from heaven should preach any other gospel
than the true one, he should be accursed, says:—

")A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump’’ (Gal.
v. g).

And following the history of the Christian profession,
is it not true that evil doctrines have permeated every-
where? Take the evil doctrines of the Church of Rome
as to penances, purgatory, etc.; the higher criticism and
ritualism of the Establishment; the rationalism of Dissent;
the fearful delusions of latter days, of Millennial Dawnism,
Christian Science, Seventh Day Adventism, Christadel-
phianism, Mormonism, Theosophy, and the like—the
general breaking down of truth on every hand—does it
not all fulfil this parable?

How comforting—amid all the sorrow of seeing Chris-
tendom getting worse and worse, preparing for its awful
and final plunge into the abyss of apostasy—it is to know
that Christ foretold it all, and that the very present state
of things must be if the Scriptures are true.

The last three parables present the Kingdom in mystery
in its inward aspect. The parables are as follow :—

() THE TREASURE.
(2) THE PeARL OF GREAT PRICE.
(3) THE DraG NET.

To grasp clearly the significance of these we must en-
large on
The Threefold Division of the Seven Kingdom Parables.
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These are very obvious. The first parable—constitut-
ing the first division—illustrates the way the kingdom is
formed. It begins by what is real. Though the response
may vary—some a hundred-fold, some sixty-fold, some
thirty-fold—yet it is all God’s work at the start. The
three following—constituting the second division—are ut-
tered in the hearing of the multitude by the sea side, and
present to us the outward appearance of the kingdom of
heaven; that is, as (1) containing, through the enemy’s
efforts, false as well as real; as (2) taking a pretentious
worldly form opposed utterly to the Divine purpose for
this age, that is, the King rejected and a kingdom in mys-
tery; and as (3) being leavened by evil doctrine.

The last three parables—constituting the third division
—and the explanation of the preceding three are given by
the Lord in the privacy of the house after the multitudes
have been sent away—the house here, not representing
Judaism as in verse 1, but showing that the information
given as to the three preceding parables, and of the three
closing parables, could only be understood by those in
relation to God when withdrawn from the world.

It is the Lord’s significant action of (1) changing His
position, and (2) of limiting His explanation of the par-
ables to His disciples that marks the division between the
two sets of parables, besides the distinctive line of teach-
ing that marks each set, a line of teaching which is on
the surface.

THE TREASURE,

The field is the world. There is a treasure hid in it.
A man finds it, and for joy thereof sells all that he has
and buys the field.

Observe, not a word of failure as to men or methods
comes in here. We believe that in the figure of the treas-
ure we have a picture of all those who share in the bless-
ing that comes to light through the death of Christ. True
it is that the Old Testament believer does not enter into
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a Kingdom which could only begin with a rejected Christ,
but in the resurrection they will be raised, and as tesur-
rected will have their part in the Kingdom of Heaven on
the heavenly side of it. They can never have part in the
Kingdom in mystery, for they passed off the scene before
that kingdom came into being, but they will have their
part in the Kingdom in display. Luke xiii. 28 proves this.
THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE.

Notice again, not a word as to failure ic found in this
short but incomparably beautiful parable. The merchant
man is seeking goodly pearls, when finding one pearl of
great price which eclipses everything else, he sells all that
he has and buys it.

In this we see a picture of the Lord Jesus. He seeks
goodly pearls, and will find THEM. By this we believe
are indicated different classes of believers—the Jew in the
day to come, for instance, the Gentile nations blessed in
view of the Kingdom in display.

But one pearl of great price eclipses everything, and
nothing more is said about the goodly pearls He was seek-
ing. The pearl of great price we believe to represent the
Church, that peculiar treasure for the heart of Christ, that
mystery of members gathered from both Jew and Gentile
united to Christ as the living Head in heaven—a mystery
hid from all ages, but now revealed in God’s word.

The true Kingdom in mystery in this dispensation is
only composed of those who are members of Christ. A
Jewish believer to-day finds himself as much in the Church
of God as a Gentile believer.

Whilst Kingdom principles and Church principles run
on different lines, yet it is true that the Kingdom in its
outward profession is to be found in Christendom; whilst
in its reality its true members are likewise members of
the Church of God.

And this modifies some things as to the Kingdom.
For instance, we do not preach ‘‘the Gospel of the King-
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dom’’—the Kingdom Gospel, which was preached by
Christ and the Apostles before the day of Pentecost, and
which will be preached again after the rapture. We
preach ‘‘the Gospel of the grace of God,”” which takes
people morally out of the world, giving them heavenly
hopes and destiny.

TaE DrAG NET.

In this final parable we have the first note of anything
evil in connection with this last series, but on examina-
tion it will be seen that it is the good, and only the good,
that is in view. The drag net of the Gospel encloses every
kind of fish. There is the true believer and the false
professor, the good fish and the bad. Mark, it is the
fishermen and not the angels that do the sorting out in
verse 48. God has got the good before Him. The good
are put into vessels; the bad cast away, and taken no
further account of by the sorters. No further action to-
wards the bad is taken by the fishermen.

We are reminded that this is on similar lines to the an-
gel’s work at the end of the age. But there is this vital
difference. There the angels are used to carry out the
judgment of the wicked, who shall be cast into the place
of wailing, but in the case of the fishermen it is the pre-
serving of the good in vessels that is their object.

THE PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS.
(Matt. xxv. 1—I3).

The ten virgins represent the whole mass of professing
Christendom, the Kingdom of heaven at the present
moment. Five have no oil, mere professors; five have oil
in their vessels with their lamps, and are not only pro-
fessors, but true professors, possessors indeed.

They all, awakened by the midnight cry, go forth to
meet the Bridegroom. Oanly the five wise go in to the
marriage. They do not go in as representing the Church,
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but as true and faithful believers. The marriage, too, is
connected with Messiah and Israel, the joy of the Lord
in gaining His earthly Bride. The whole parable has an
earthly setting, in keeping with the whole teaching as to
“‘the Kingdom of Heaven.”

THE REWARDS OF THE KiNGDOM.
(Matt. xxv. 14—30).

The rewards of the Kingdom determine our place, not
in heaven, but in the Millennial Kingdom of Christ, that
is, in the Kingdom in display.

Heaven is connected with sovereignty, and the grace ot
God. The title to it is not in ourselves, but in the grace
of God on the righteous basis of the work of Christ. All
believers have equal entrance. ““The Kingdom of Heaven”’
has to do with responsibility and government, with our
conduct down here, which receives its due reward or
otherwise at the hands of the King.

Of course the Church will sit with Christ on His throne
as His Bride, the nearest and most exalted position, but in
our individual responsibility we meet our just deserts,
whether of praise or blame, in the coming Kingdom.

What an incentive to holy living and earnest service!

THINGS NEW AND OLD.
We read that the Lord said : —

‘‘Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto
the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is
an householder, which bringeth forth out of his
treasure things new and old” (Matt. xiii. 52).

The scribe in studying the Old Testament Scriptures
was familiar with the glowing prophecies of the Kingdom
of Heaven—a kingdom having for its centre the Jew, and
through the Jew extending to the Gentile nations. He
expected the glory of the reign of the Messiah. They were
““the things old,”” known for long centuries.
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But the Lord brought out what was ‘‘new’’—the King-
dom in mystery, and going out now not only to the Jew,
but to every nation for blessing.

The sowing of the seed in the field of the WORLD was
an idea the scribe had not hitherto had. Now an in-
structed scribe would bring out of his treasures ‘‘things
new and old.”

Notice new comes before old, for the old is still future,
still to be fulfilled, whilst the new came into actual exis-
tence as the Lord proclaimed the Gospel of the Kingdom,
and it became effective in souls.

The old, that is the Kingdom of Heaven in display—
first in conception and last in manifestation—will come
to pass when Christ sets up His millennial Kingdom.
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SHORT SKETCH OF JEWISH HISTORY,

WE have seen how the history of the Israelites practi-
cally began with the Exodus, and how it ran its course
till the whole of the twelve tribes found themselves in
captivity in Assyria and Babylonia as the result of their
idolatry, and how never since then have they reverted
to the state of things when God recognized them nation-
ally. Ever since then power and government have been
centred by God in Gentile hands.

The prophet Jeremiah foretold that their captivity in
Babylon would last seventy years, whilst 2 Chron. xxxvi.
21 tells us the captivity was

‘“to fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of
Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths;
for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to
fulfil threescore and ten years.”’

Lev. xxv. 4 tells us that God ordained that every
seventh year should be a sabbath of rest unto the land.
Now if seventy years of rest were given, it looks as if
the land had not received its septennial year of rest for
four hundred and ninety years. Seeing that Judah was
carried away captive B.C. 610, four hundred and ninety
years before that would bring us to B.C. 1100. This
was just about the date when the children of Israel clam-
oured for a king, and when God said, “They have re-
jected ME, that I should not reign over them.”’

This captivity ran practically the whole length of the
Babylonian Empire. With a new régime, that of Persia,
the way was opened for a change of policy. But would
such a change naturally come about? What monarch, es-
pecially in those rough days, would care about the fate
of a subjugated and captive race?
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We come now to one of those remarkable interventions
of God that witness to His care for His own word and
people. Isaiah xlv. 1 and 4 tells us—

““Thus saith the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have holden ... For Jacob My
servant’'s sake, and Israel Mine elect, I have even
called thee by name: I have surnamed thee, though
thou hast not known Me.”’

The date given for Isaiah’s prophecy is B.C. #12. The
date for the first year of the reign of Cyrus is B.C. 536,
or 176 years between Isaiah’s prophecy and the start of
Cyrus’ reign. Thus God distinctly raised up a deliverer
for His people—Gentile though he was—in the person of
Cyrus, even naming him long before his birth. So we
read in Ezra i, 1—4:—

‘“Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that
the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah
might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of
Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation
throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writ-
ing, saying,

““Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God
of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the
earth; and He hath charged me to build Him an
house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.

“Who is there among you of all His people? his
God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem,
which is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord
God of Israel (He is the God) which is in Jerusalem.

““And whosoever remaineth in any place where he
sojourneth, let the men of his place help him with
silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with
beasts, beside the freewill offering for the house of
God that is in Jerusalem.”’

The effect of this was that the chief of the fathers of
Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, and
all those whose spirit the Lord stirred up, responded to
the invitation. Moreover, Cyrus brought forth the vessels
of the Lord that Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the
temple, and restored them to the custody of this remnant
in order that they might carry them back to Jerusalem.
Nearly fifty thousand thus returned on this occasion.
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Reaching Jerusalem under the leadership of Zerubbabel
(an ancestor of our Lord according to the flesh) and
Joshua, the High Priest, the foundation of the temple
was laid. The old men, remembering the glories of the
former house, Solomon’s temple, wept, whilst the young
men, only knowing the revival of God’s interests, shouted
for joy. But alas! the adversary succeeded in hindering
and stopping the work.

Sixteen years passed between the edict of Cyrus and
the second year of the reign of Darius, when God stirred
up the returned Jews by the prophecies of Haggai and
Zechariah to go on with the work of building the temple.
An attempt to stop the work caused Darius to inquire
into the matter, the result being that he definitely con-
firmed the decree of Cyrus, and thus the work prospered,
until in B.C. 516 the temple was completed, and dedicated
with great rejoicing.

Encouraged by this, we find Ezra the priest, with some
of the children of Israel, priests, Levites, etc., arrived
in Jerusalem. We read of some fifteen hundred males
returning at this time.

There the narrative of the book of Ezra practically
ends, and we are now introduced to Nehemiah—a wonder-
ful servant of God. Learning of the distress of the rem-
nant of the captivity, that the walls of Jerusalem were
broken down, and its gates burned with fire, this Great-
heart fasted and prayed for certain days. Cup-bearer to
Artaxerxes, the king noticed his sad countenance and
inquired the meaning of it. Emboldened, Nehemiah told
his story, and asked the king to send him to Jerusalem.
The king granted his request. Arriving at Jerusalem he
found certain enemies

‘‘grieved . . . exceedingly that there was come a man
to seek the welfare of the children of Israel”’ (Neh.
ii. 10).
Under Nehemiah’s leadership and inspiring example
the building of the wall went on apace. This so roused

the enemies—Sanballat, Tobiah, and others—that Nehem-
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iah had to arm the people, half of them working, and
half standing ready to repel any sudden attack. Finally
the wall was finished.

From henceforth there is silence in Scripture as to the
history of the Jews, till the veil is lifted at the birth of
Christ, and then only in relation to Christ.

The historical narrative ends B.C. 445, the only re-
corded intervention of God subsequently being the touch-
ing prophecy of Malachi (B.C. 39%7). Then for nearly
four centuries there is silence till the wveil is lifted with
the story of the marvellous intervention of God in the
affairs of this world in sending His beloved Son into it,
thus fulfilling many a glowing prophecy recorded on Old
Testament page.

Secular history gives us much information as to the
history of the Jews in that interval.

The endeavour of the Jews to regain their indepen-
dence under the Maccabees, resulting in Palestine’s be-
coming tributary to Rome, prepared the people and the
land for that condition of things into which Christ was
born. This period we do not enlarge upon. We will
pass on to the moment when Scripture lifts the veil once
more.

We come now to that most wonderful moment in the
world’s history, when the Lord Jesus Christ entered this
world. For this moment the eager centuries had waited.
To this hour the prophetic page had pointed with un-
erring finger.

God’s ancient land was under Roman yoke, its rightful
* King—Joseph—was but a carpenter, the Temple at Jer-
usalem was the creation of Herod, the Idumean king,
when this most marvellous event took place.

To an uninstructed eye, the event was of little import-
ance. A humble peasant pair, brought from their Galilean
home in Nazareth by the edict of Caesar Augustus to
the city of David, Bethlehem, in order to be taxed, meant
nothing in the eyes of the world. A detail of no signifi-
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cance. What did the world know of or care about this
humble pair? What did it matter if she gave birth to
her First-born in a stable because there was no room in
the inn?

But faith can see that the whole Roman Empire was
taxed in order that this wondrous event should take place
in Bethlehem. Did not Micah, seven centuries before
this ‘occurred, put on record the prophecy?—

““But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be
little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee
shall He come forth unto Me that is to be Ruler in
Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting’’ (chap. v. 2).

Here then we have Him, of whom Isaiah wrote in
glowing utterance : —

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is
given: and the government shall be upon His
shoulder; and His name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.

‘“Of the increase of His government and peace
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David,
and upon His kingdom, to order it, and to establish
it with judgment and with justice, from henceforth
even for ever’’ (chap. ix. 6, 7).

We have the record of His beautiful life in the four
evangelists. Emphatically He went about doing good.
The common people heard Him gladly. They wondered
at the gracious words that fell from His lips.

And what did the Jews do with Him, their greatest
Prophet, the brightest Ornament of their race-—greater
far than that, the Mighty God, the Father of eternity,
the One who was their sole Hope, did they but know it?
The crucifixion of Christ stands as the greatest crime that
ever stained the history of this world. And what has
been the governmental result of this to the Jews? Here
we come to a most interesting inquiry.

We find the answer in Luke xxi. 5—26. How deeply
interesting is this scripture when we reflect that it con-
tains a prophecy that fell from the lips of the Lord Him-
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self. For our purpose we would draw attention to the
different parts of this prophecy.

() THE TEMPLE SHOULD BE RAZED TO THE GROUND.

(2) JERUSALEM SHOULD STAND A SIEGE AND FALL
INTO THE HANDS OF THE ENEMY.

(3) THAT 1T SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY TERRIBLE
BLOODSHED.

(4) THAT THE JEWS SHOULD BE DISPERSED AMONG
THE NATIONS.

(5) THAT JERUSALEM SHOULD BE TRODDEN DOWN
OF THE GENTILE$ ‘‘ UNTIL THE TIMES OF THE
GENTILES BE FULFILLED *’ (verse 24).

Not for seventy years’ exile, as happened when Judah
was removed to Babylon, but for nearly two thousand
years, has the Jew been in exile. If sin brought about
seventy years’ exile, what terrible sin has the nation com-
mitted to bring this about ? Surely the rejection of God’s
Son. Reader, see that you do not reject Him.

Let us now take up the points enumerated above.

(1) TeE TEMPLE WAS TO BE RAZED TO THE GROUND.

In the month of April, A.D. 7o, Titus, at the head of
not less than one hundred thousand trained and seasoned
troops, advanced against Jerusalem.

But for internal factions he would probably never have
effected an entrance. Even in his success he ardently
desired to spare the Temple and preserve it intact.

But the Lord Jesus had said that not one stone should
be left upon another. Whose word was to stand? That
of a dead Galilean peasant, as the world would judge,
or the word of the general of the mighty army of the
mightiest empire the world had ever seen? Let the his-
torian present his vivid picture of the fulfilment of Christ’s
prophecy.

““The direful day arrived of the destruction of the

Temple by the power of Rome. A soldier, then, up-
on the shoulders of a comrade, succeeded in casting
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a torch through a door in the wall which led to the
chambers on the north side of the Temple. Titus
would have avoided this, for he was reluctant to
destroy what was the glory of the whole world.
The conflagration spread, however, fanned by a tem-
pest; in the flames, besiegers and besieged, locked
in the fina] struggle, perished—their bodies against
the very altar, and the blood ran down the steps.
The ground could not be seen for the dead. The
furious priests brandished for weapons the leaden
seats and spits of the Temple service, and rather
than yield, threw themselves into the flames. Titus
and his captains, entering the Holy Place, found it
beautiful and rich beyond all report. The fire fas-
tened upon all but the imperishable rock; the Roman
standards were set by the eastern gate, and Titus re-
ceived the salutes of the legions as emperor.”’—
The Jews—Ancient, Mediaeval, and Modern (Hos-
mer), page 118.

How literally was our Lord’s prophecy fulfilled, that
not one stone should be left upon another.

(2) JERUSALEM WAS TO STAND A SIEGE AND FALL INTO THE
HANDS OF THE ENEMY.

The city was defended with fanatical bravery, but all
was of no avail. It fell, and was razed to the ground,
excepting three towers and part of the wall, that might
stand as witness how great a city had been captured.

(3) THE TAKING OF JERUSALEM WAS TO BE ACCOMPLISHED
WITH GREAT BLOODSHED.

The historian Josephus, who has preserved for us a
very detailed description of the siege, says that no less
a number than one million one hundred thousand inhabi-
tants were slain and only ninety-seven thousand survived.
The proportion between the slain and the captives is stag-
gering. It was the bloodiest siege in the history of the
world.

(4) THE JEWS WERE TO BE SCATTERED AMONG THE NATIONS.

How true this is! All over the world the Jews are
scattered, Russia, and especially Poland, holding large
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numbers of them. Spain, Italy, Germany, Great Britain,
Asia, Africa—all witness to the dispersion of the Jews,
and in later years, as civilization has spread out, they are
found in North and South America, Australia, New
Zealand, etc.

More than that, their history has been one long course
of oppression, murder, spoliation, ravage, and banish-
ment.

One country, Great Britain, has given the Jews a refuge
and protection, extending with the widening of the bor-
ders of the English-speaking world to the United States
of America and the British Colonies. But alas! it was
not always so. A brief account of how the Jews came
to these shores, and their treatment, will furnish a sample
of how they were generally treated, and in many cases
are to this hour more or less. The historian tells us:

*‘The treatment accorded to the Jews by English-
men was no kinder than they experienced on the
Continent, though the persecution was less colossal,
from the fact that the number of victims was smaller.
The Israelites probably came to Britain in the Roman
day, antedating, therefore, in their occupation, the
Saxon conquerors, by two or three centuries, and the
Normans by perhaps a thousand years.”’—The Jews
—Ancient, Mediaeval, and Modern (Hosmer), page
187.

At that time Saxon might fight with Briton, and Briton
with Saxon, but the hand of all was against the Jew.
King Canute banished them from his kingdom, but they
returned when William, Duke of Normandy, conquered
England.

So things. went on till the time of Richard, the Lion.
The Crusades were inflaming military passion, and Richard
put himself at the head of this movement. The Jews,
wishing to ingratiate themselves with him, overshot the
mark. With rich clothes and costly gifts they repaired to
Westminster Abbey at the coronation of the king. Was
not the king about to take his army to the Holy Land,
and rescue, if he could, the Holy Sepulchre from the
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defiling custody of the infidels ? Here were infidels at
home.

The persecution broke out, and swept over London, not
a Jewish household escaping robbery, murder, and out-
rage. The tide passed over London, and enveloped the
provinces, where enormities were perpetrated exceeding
those of the capital.

York Castle witnessed the worst scene of all. Five
hundred Jews had taken refuge in this fortress. Seeing
that resistance could not be successful, the Chief Rabbi
of York counselled that, rather than yield to their enemies,
who would torture and slay them to a man, they should
yield up their lives to their Creator by taking each others’
lives. The advice was taken.

During the night, whilst the besiegers were watching
the castle, flames burst forth. Inside, the men had slain
their wives and children, then fell by each others’ swords,
the less distinguished dying first, till at length the Chief
Rabbi stood alone. Around him lay in the stillness of
death maiden and greybeard, young and old. A self-
inflicted stroke, and the brave old man had joined his
compatriots. The fire blazed forth in a mighty conflagra-
tion. Entrance next day was easily effected by the be-
siegers, only to find a heap of ashes and five hundred
charred skeletons.

For one hundred years after, a scattered remnant main-
tained a precarious footing, till Edward I. drove them
forth from the land to the number of sixteen thousand
five hundred. For four hundred years there is no trace on
record of a Jew being left in the country, when finally
Cromwell gave them permission to return. Though long
under heavy disabilities their lot gradually ameliorated,
till to-day they receive every protection and privilege that
a Briton himself is entitled to.

Lord Beaconsfield, one of Britain's greatest statesmen,
was a Jew. The late Lord Chief Justice, Lord Reading,
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was a Jew, whilst the chief financiers—the Rothschilds—
are Jews, and the list could be indefinitely added to.

(5) THAT JERUSALEM SHOULD BE TRODDEN DOWN OF THE
GENTILES ‘““UNTIL THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES BE
FULFILLED.”'

How true this prophecy has proved. Jerusalem has
been in the hands of the Romans, Saracens, Turks of the
Seljukian race, Egyptian caliphs, Latin Christians, Egypt-
ian caliphs for a second time, Mamelukes, and the Turks
of the Ottoman race.

Now it is in the hands of the British, and though the
land may be given back to the Jews they will doubtless
hold it in sufferance as guaranteed by Gentile powers.

Not till Christ reigns will Jerusalem be INDEPEN-
DENT of Gentile dominion,

We might finish our brief history by calling attention
to the fact that the nation of Israel is still loved by God.
‘“As touching the election, they are beloved for the
fathers’ sakes. For the gifts and calling of God are with-
out repentance”’ (Rom. xi. 28, 20); that is to say, God
will not repent or change His mind as to Israel’s call, and
the gifts He has given to that favoured nation.

That being so, the future of Israel, according to Scrip-
ture, is connected with their being brought back to their
own land in unbelief. Palestine becoming the strategic
centre of the military activity of the revived Roman Em-
pire, the great tribulation will break upon the Jews as the
climax of God’s governmental dealings with them, re-
sulting in their repentance and willingness to accept the
long-rejected Christ as their long-promised Messiah. Then
Christ will come and take His rightful place as the Mes-
siah over Israel, and be recognized as the King of kings
and Lord of lords—‘‘the Prince of the kings of the earth.”
The details of all this will come out later in this volume.
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BRIEF NOTES.

The Old and New Covenants.—The Old Covenant is the
law given by Moses. The New Covenant is yet to be made
with Israel. It is promised in Jeremiah xxxi. 31—34; the
time of it and the terms of it are explicitly laid down in
Ezekiel xxxzvi. 24—~38.

The Old Covenant was one of demand, and though
*‘ordained to life,”” was in result one of condemnation and
death (see 2 Cor. iii.).

The New Covenant to be made with Israel, following
on her deep repentance at the end of the great tribulation,
and synchronizing with the personal reign of Christ in the
Millennium, is one of pure sovereign grace, consisting of
new birth, the forgiveness of sins, and the gift of the
Holy Spirit. What a day will that be for Israel!

The righteous foundation for this New Covenant is al-
ready laid in the death of Christ, and though not ratified
with Israel as a whole, it has been antedated in God’s
dealings in blessing with His saints from earliest times.
Apart from new birth there can be no link with God in
blessing. The forgiveness of sins and the gift of the
Holy Spirit were alike promised in Old Testament times.

As to Christians, though not formally under it, they
have the blessings of it already. The cup at the Lord’s
Supper signifies ‘‘the blood of the New Testament [Cov-
enant].” The Apostle Paul and his companions were
made ‘‘able ministers of the New Testament [Coven-
ant].”

The Christian has, indeed, larger and fuller blessings
than those of the New Covenant, but as the greater in-
cludes the lesser, so do Christian blessings include the
New Covenant blessings.

Meanwhile these blessings are found in connection with
the Church, but when the Lord comes for His people,
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and Israel is set up under Christ, as Priest and King upon
His throne, the New Covenant will be made with Israel
in a public way.

The River of Egypt.—The natural conclusion is that this
river is the Nile, which is indeed the only river in Egypt,
upon which the whole prosperity of the country depends.

But in considering these matters one has ever to view
them from the standpoint of Palestine and in relation to
the Jews.

““The river of Egypt”’ formed the southern frontier of
the Holy Land. It was called by the Jews the river or
brook of Egypt—Shihor or Sihor—because it formed the
southern frontier, and beyond it the great power they had
to reckon with was Egypt.

It is evident it cannot mean the Nile, which was one
hundred and fifty to two hundred miles further in a west
and south-westerly direction. Whoever possessed the Nile
possessed Egypt, and Israel never possessed that country.

Joshua, enumerating the uttermost cities of the tribe of
Judah, localizes them as far south as Gaza with her towns
and villages, which are said to be ‘‘unto the river of
Egypt,”’ evidently indicating a river in that neighbour-
hood, which could only refer to the river Shihor or Sihor.

The word employed in Numbers xxiv. 5, and in other
places, is nachal, signifying a winter torrent, or a dividing
brook in a valley, which further points to the same con-
clusion. But the land promised to Abraham is to be
“from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river
Euphrates’ (Gen. xv. 18). Here the word employed is
nahar, a river, and would probably allude to the most
easterly branch of the Delta of the Nile. The promised
land will be very much greater in extent than the actnal
territory occupied by the Israelites hitherto.

. . . . .
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Revelation xi. 18.—The import of this verse should be
clearly grasped if Revelation is to be understood. It rap-
idly surveys the wind-up of all things. Seeing that this
is the great judgment book, the winding-up of judgment
comes first in the verse.

The reward of His servants the prophets, the saints, and
them that fear His name, small and great, comes next,
not in order of time, but in moral order. The destroying
of them which destroy the earth is the clearing of the
earth of evil, so that those who are to be rewarded may
have their place in the coming kingdom, just as the flood
destroyed those who destroyed the earth, and thus pre-
pared the way for Noah’s place in the new earth of that
day.

To make it clear, the first half of the verse carries us on
to the great white throne, which is the final act of judg-
ment, and takes place on the threshold of the eternal
state, whilst the second half is chronologically earlier, and
leads up to the battle of Armageddon (Rev. xix.), the
siege of Jerusalem (Zech. xiv.), the sessional judgment of
the sheep and the goats (Matt. xxv.), and the setting up
of the millennial reign of Christ (Rev. xx. 4).

The clear grasping of the meaning and place of this
verse is a great help.

The Chief Personages in the Last days.

I. ‘A beast rise up out of the sea” (Rev. xiii. 1)
refers to the Roman Empire; the head wounded to death
being healed, its revival. The Empire and its ruler are
often referred to in the same terms. The beast, then,
is the political and military head of the revived Roman
Empire—the last and greatest of its Emperors. His doom
is narrated in Dan. vii. 11 and Rev. xix. 20.

2. The ‘“‘beast coming up out of the earth’’ (Rev. xiii.
11) is called ‘‘the false prophet,”” proving his religious
character; he is called ‘‘that man of sin,”’ *‘the son of per-
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dition,”” ‘‘that Wicked’’ (2 Thess. ii. 3 and 8); ‘‘anti-
christ” (1 John ii. 18); and his doom is foretold in Rev.
xix. 20. In the Old Testament he is described as “THE
King’’ (Dan. xi. 36—40).

3. “The King of the North’ in the Old Testament
is the Assyrian. He will be revived in future days and
may prove to be the Turk driven into Asia, for the Turks
are an Asiatic race, and probably come from the very
region of the ancient Assyrians. His doom is given in
Dan. xi. 40—45.

4. “The King of the South” is Egypt, and his chief
antagonism is with the King of the North. Dan. xi.,
verse 40, gives us plainly the three kings:—

““And at the time of the end shall the King of the
South push at him [the King of verses 36-39, the
Antichrist] : and the King of the North shall come
against him like a whirlwind.”’

5. “Gog and Magog’’ stand for the Russian ruler and
his people.
‘“‘Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land

of Magog, the prince of Rosh (Russia), Meshech (Mos-
cow), and Tubal (Tobolsk)’’ (Ezek. xxxviii. 2, N.T.)

For Russia, who has been a bitter persecutor of the
Jews, a great role in the future is assured.
We append a separate note on the subject: page 26r1.

6. ““A great red dragon’ (Rev. xii. 3). He is called
in verse 9, ‘‘that old serpent,” ‘‘the Devil,”” ‘“Satan.”’
Here we get THE supernatural agent behind the scenes,
energizing the forces of evil already described.

A Trinity of Evil.—The devil, the beast, and the false
prophet (antichrist) form the great trinity of evil. Their
activity is general, whilst the Kings of the North and the
South are largely connected with the Jews, whose land
lies between their territories.

Gog and Magog.—It is interesting to note that Gog (the
Ruler) and Magog (the Russian people) are the last people
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specifically mentioned in Scripture. After the millennium,
in ‘the last great uprising of Satan against God, Gog and
Magog, the implacable enemies of the Jew, will meet
their final doom in the Holy Land (Rev. xx. 8).

Ezekiel xxxviii and xxxix. show the part Gog and Ma-
gog will play befote the millennium, finding their then,
but not final, doom in the Holy Land.

.

Geography and the Four World Empires.

The Babylonian Empire began in the Valley of the
Euphrates, the cradle of the human race, and extended
west to Armenia and Palestine.

The Persian Empire extended further west, and reached
to the whole of Asia Minor and Egypt.

The Grecian Empire extended still further west, origin-
ating in Europe in the territory (Greece) from which it
made its conquests.

The Roman Empire was the greatest of all the four
world-wide empires, both in extent of territory and in
power. The Roman power in Italy conquered the Grecian
Empire, and extended also west of Italy, to Spain, France,
and Britain. Roughly speaking it was west of the Rhine
and south of the Danube, and did not include Germany
or Russia. It extended its hold on the north coast of
Africa.

The Second, Third and Fourth Empires held Egypt,
the Roman adding the whole of the North African littoral
as known by us to-day under the names of Morocco, Al-
giers, Tunis, and Tripoli.

Note how the movement was from east to west. To-day
the interest is gravitating from west to east, and Palestine
is rapidly becoming the strategic centre of the world.
—Surely the signs are ominous. The world is getting
ready for its final battles.

. LJ . L] L]
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Jewish Prophecy Arrested by the Christian Era.—We
have often pointed out that there can be no correct views
of prophecy, as a whole, apart from understanding that
Old Testament prophecy concerns itself with the Jew, and
the Gentile in relation to the Jew, and of course all in
relation to Christ.

In that way the long centuries of the present Christian
era are taken no account of in Old Testament prophecy.

It is deeply interesting to find this long gap accounted
for from a different standpoint. Mons. E. Guers, a Prot-
estant Pastor of Geneva, writes in 1855: ‘“We cannot re-
peat it too often, so long as Israel, dispersed throughout
the world, ceased to have a national and independent
existence, prophecy interrupts the circumstantial and re-
gular history of Jerusalem. But so soon as the nation,
still scattered to the four winds of heaven, returns to its
own land, ... Israel becomes in prophecy again the ex-
plicit subject of divine testimony.”’

Armageddon and Zechariah xiv.—It is important to see
that the Old Testament does not give us the destruction
of the false prophet (Rev. xix.), though the end of the
beast is indicated in Dan. vii. 11; whilst the New Testa-
ment does not give us the siege of Jerusalem before the
Millennium (Zech. xiv.) nor the destruction of the King
of the North.

The reason is not far to seek. Revelation deals with the
destruction of the Gentile power, of God’s enemies; while
Zechariah deals with the deliverance of the Jewish rem-

nant, God’s people.

. - . .

The Greek Church and Babylon.—It is not a little in-
teresting to ask why the Greek, or Eastern Church, broke
loose from the Roman, or Western Church. We can
trace in it God’s hand preparing the way for the fulfil-
ment of His own word.
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Scripture presents the Romish Church as being allied
with the Roman Empire, and standing together up to a
point. This is seen in the prophecy that the woman (apos-
tate Christendom taking its character from the Romish
Church) is to sit upon the scarlet-coloured beast (Romish
Empire); that is, they are intimately connected: either
the Empire carries the apostate profession, or the apostate
profession controls the Empire, or it may be a mixture of
both.

On the other hand, Gog and Magog (Russia) have a very
great role to play in the future, and that as distinct from
the Roman Empire.

That being the case, it would render things vastly more
complicated if both the Roman Empire and all that Russia
stands for were dominated by one vast, subtle, imperious,
highly organized religious system.

We know that other countries besides Russia have been
affiliated to the Greek Church, but we should be prepared
to see whole countries seceding from the Greek to the
Romish Church, if it suited their purpose, or if forced to
do so by the dominating power of the revived Roman
Empire.

The great Greek Church country has been Russia, and
in that way she has been set free, we believe, from Rome
for a distinct purpose.

Symbolic ‘‘Babylon’’ in Scripture, we believe to refer
definitely to the preponderating influence of the Romish
church.

The Desert shall Blossom as the Rose.—‘‘The wilder-
ness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and
the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose’” (Isa.
XXXV. I).

It has often been asked how the earth will support the
huge increase of population that will take place during the
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thousand-year reign of Christ, when the birth rate will
be high and the death rate practically nil.

A variety of circumstances will enable us to give a satis-
factory answer. First, no standing armies and huge navies
will be tolerated during the reign of peace and righteous-
ness; prisons, reformatories, lunatic asylums, poor-houses,
will practically not be wanted. Doctors, lawyers, and the
multitude of professions and trades that are called into
prominence through man’s sin will not be needed at that
time.

Thus every man and woman will be free to follow the
avocations of peace. Disease, mental affliction, the
feebleness of old age, will not impair the productive power
of the population.

Moreover, the curse on nature will be greatly minimized.
The ground will be prolific. Blight, canker, pest, bad
seasons, will not hinder full fertility.

Added to all this, the verse we have just quoted throws
a flood of light upon the changed condition of things.
Through seismic alterations the desert shall have water
again, and there is no fertilizer like that precious fiuid.
How poetically the Scriptures present this to us: ‘“The
parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land
springs of water” (Isa. xxxv. %).

Think what will happen when the mighty stretch of
the Sahara is thus changed. Think of all the Arabian and
Syrian Deserts, and all the desolate parts of the earth thus
altered.

How glorious will be the time when—

‘‘He’ll bid the whole creation smile,
And bush its groan.”’

. . L] . .

The Assyrian and the Jew.—It has been helpfully re-
marked that when the Jew was in the land the Assyrian,
or the King of the North was the great enemy, but when
he was carried captive, and his country became tributary,
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Babylon became the chief enemy, and the succeeding em-
pires took up that position, till we find Rome dispersing
the Jews among the nations.

But when the Jew goes back to his own land in unbelief
the King of the North will again come into prominence.

It looks as if the Turk might play the role of the King
of the North in the future day. Driven little by little out
of Europe he will seek compensation in Asia, and there
nurse schemes of revenge against Palestine and Mesopo-
tamia, once his possessions.

David and Solomon Typical of Christ in Relation to the
Setting Up of the Millennium.—The destruction of the
beast and false prophet will be summary. Not so the des-
truction of the Lord’s enemies in the siege of Jerusalem
subsequent to the destruction of the beast and false pro-
phet, and prior to the setting up of the Millennium. The
Jews will be allowed, in the wisdom of God, to be sorely
tried, their city captured, and their people taken captive.
This is necessary because of their state. And not all at
once will they be at peace with all their enemies, though
Christ Himself is their King.

This is finely put by another. “I doubt not Jesus will
reign in the character of David before assuming that of
Solomon. He suffered as David, driven away by the
jealousy of Saul. The remnant will pass through this in
principle. This is the key of the Book of Psalms. He
will reign as David, Israel being blessed and accepted,
but all their enemies not yet destroyed. And, finally, He
will reign as Solomon, that is to say, as Prince of Peace.
Many passages, such as Micah v. and several chapters
in Zechariah, Jeremiah li. 20, 21, Ezekiel xxv. 14, speak
of this time, in which Israel, already reconciled and ac-
knowledged and at peace within, shall be the instrument for
executing Jehovah’s judgment without. (Compare Isaiah
zl. 10-14). (J. N. Darby, Synopsis of the Books of the
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Bible, vol. ii, new edition, revised, page 404.) 1t is un-
portant to turn up the scriptures referred to.

But, naturally, Christ assuming the David character
will be for a brief period, and leading up to His assuming
the Solomon character, when He shall reign in peace and
righteousness, and all nations shall come up to Jerusalem
to worship.

It is suggested that after reading this volume to the end,
it would be profitable to re-read these notes in the light of
what has been set forth.
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BRIEF EXPOSITION OF THE REVELATION.

THE Apostle John, the writer of the Book of the Revel-
ation, was imprisoned in Patmos, an island in the Aegean
Sea off the coast of Asia Minor, where tradition says he
worked in the copper mines. The date (A.D. g6) at the
top of our Bibles shows that the Revelation is one of the
very last books written to complete the canon of Scripture.

The Revelation is the great prophetical book of the
New Testament, as Daniel is of the Old, in connection
with the detailed course of future events.

The book is stamped with a precious character:—

‘“ THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST.”

We are told that God gave it to Him in order to show
to His servants things that must shortly come to pass,
and He committed it to the Apostle John. The book
begins as no other book in the Bible does by saying:—

“‘Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the
words of this prophecy, and keep those things which
are written therein: for the time is at hand [near,
N.T.]” (Rev. i. 3).

Doubtless the reader is ‘‘blessed’’ as he peruses any part
of God’s Word, but this definite promise is significant, and
encourages us in the study of this book.

Next we notice that John can say of himself,

‘I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard
t;s?ind me a great voice, as of a trumpet’’ (verse
And again later on he says:—
)“And immediately I was in the Spirit”’ (chap. iv.
2),
thus emphasizing in a remarkable way the character of
the book.

Further, it was addressed to the seven assemblies
grouped together in Asia, which was a small province
in the western part of what is known to-day as Asia
Minor. As we shall see later on, the seven epistles of
chaps. ii. and iii., whilst addressed to seven existing as-
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semblies and dealing with the state which characterized
each at that time, also present a prophetic history of the
Church from the end of the Apostolic Age to the Rapture.
It will be thus seen how directly this wonderful revelation
is addressed to all Christians at all times.
TeE DiviNg DivisioN OF THE Boox 1S THREEFOLD.
The Lord Jesus Himself says to John:—

“Write the things which thou hast seen, and the
things which are, and the things which shall be here-
after”’ (chap. i. 19).

Nor are we left in any doubt as to where these three
divisions begin and end. Chapter i. gives us ‘‘the things
which thou hast seen’’; chapters ii. and iii. ** the things
which are’’; chapters iv. to xxii. ‘‘the things which shall
be hereafter.”

Chapter iv. commencing with the invitation—

““Come up hither, and I will show thee things
which must be hereafter,”’

clearly indicates where the third division begins.

¢ THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST SEEN ”’
(Chap. i. 12—16).

The first thing John saw was the seven golden candle-
sticks, each candlestick representing one of the seven as-
semblies addressed. The figure of a candlestick is sym-
bolic of the light or testimony borne by each assembly.

Next the apostle tells us he saw one ‘‘like unto the Son
of Man’’ walking in the midst of the seven golden candle-
sticks, truly the Lord Himself, for He could say to
John:—

¢ Y am the First and the Last.”
His appearance was terrifying, judged by the effect upon
John, who tells us that he fell at His feet as dead.

He was girt about the paps with a golden girdle, speak-
ing of affection being restrained as to its expression.
Divine affection remains unchanged towards those on
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whom it is placed, but its expression may differ. The
girdle usually encircles the waist, not the breast.

His head and hair white like wool, and as white as
snow, symbolize His judicial character.

His eyes, as a flame of fire, speak of discernment that
nothing can escape.

His wvoice as the sound of many waters speaks of
majesty and dignity.

The seven stars in His right hand represent the angels
of the seven churches (verse 20). The angel of a church
does not represent a single individual in our judgment,
but those in an assembly who are directly and mainly
responsible to the Lord in connection with it on account
of their intelligence and weight as guiding and ruling.
But being in the right hand of the Lord betokens that
supreme power and authority belong to Him. Once those
who have the place of guiding get away from the direct
control of the Lord there is trouble and sorrow.

It is significant that the addresses given are not ad-
dressed to the assembly directly, but to the ‘“‘angel’’ of the
assembly, though once the angel is addressed the message
is clearly through that chosen channel for the assembly,
and the appeal thus made to every individual in it.

The sharp two-edged sword proceeding out of the Lord’s
mouth denotes summary judgment. He has but to speak,
and judgment is carried out. For long in grace He has
been silent, but speak He will in the end, and men must
hear.

His countenance shone as the sun shineth in its strength.
What a symbol of glory—divine and universal glory as
the Son of Man. The Lord Jesus Christ is thus depicted
in a striking, arresting way.

Once men rejected Him, but the day of judgment will
come when men will have to take account of Him.

The Book addresses itself to the assemblies first, before
branching out to Israel and the world.
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‘Judgment must begin at the house of God"
( Pet. iv. 17).

No wonder that the Apostle fell at His feet as dead ;
but the Lord tells him to fear not, and presents Himself
as the First and the Last, as the living One that was dead,
and who is alive for evermore, and the Possessor of the
keys of hades and death.

Then the Lord instructs John to write down:—

(1) *“The things which thou hast seen,”
(2) ““The things which are,”
(3) *‘The things which shall be hereafter.”’

But in bringing us to this point John has already—
in response to the command in verse rI—described the
things which he had seen. May we pay heed to these
things, and have deepened in our souls a true sense of
God’s holiness, and of the jealous observation by the
Lord of all that is contrary to Him in that which professes
His name, and of the sure fact that judgment must fall
upon all that is not according to Him,

We now come to the second section of the Book—

‘“ THE THINGS WHICH ARE.”

There are two ways of looking at this section, both of
which have their place. There were seven local assem-
blies existing at the time, to whom the addresses were
applicable. It may be that the evils were not then full-
blown, but the germs of them all were apparent to Him
whose eyes are as a flame of fire.

But it would scarcely be considered that this view,
true and right as it is, would exhaust the meaning of
God’s Spirit in inditing these remarkable addresses, and
embodying them in the great prophetical book of the
New Testament, and one of the very last books of the
canon of Scripture. _

It has long been acknowledged that these seven ad-
dresses present to us a prophetic course of the Church’s
history from the day in which John wrote until the second
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, when He shall present
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that Church unto Himself, a glorious Church without spot
or wrinkle or any such thing. The addresses are seven
—the number seven speaking, as it does, of Divine per-
fection. So the seven addresses to the seven churches
bring before us the Lord’s perfect and complete dealing
with His Church in discernment and discipline all through
her chequered history.

In this aspect there are two or three general remarks
to be made. At the close of each of the seven addresses
we get the exhortation :—

‘‘He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches’ (chaps. ii. 7, 11, 17, 29, iii.
6, 13, 22).
‘*An ear’” means a receptive moral condition, without
which Divine communications would meet with no res-
ponse.

But note, it is what the Spirit saith, not to the particu-
lar church addressed, but to all the churches. This is
particularly significant. There is not one evil or corrup-
tion in any phase, or at any time, of the Church’s history
that we are not capable of. Whatever the time in which
our lot is cast, we do well to pay heed to what is said to
every one of the churches.

It is also worthy of note and careful study to observe
that the Lord presents Himself to each of the Churches
in a character that is calculated to help the overcomer
to overcome just those peculiar difficulties and tempta-
tions that mark each church.

Further, it is well to state at once that the first four
phases of the Church are successional, that is, one gives
place to the other; whereas the last four, counting the
fourth of the successional churches as the first of the
next series, are contemporaneous, that is, as they come
into existence, one after another, they run side by side to
the end.

A diagram like the letter L will illustrate our meaning,
and fix this thought upon the mind of each reader.



*“THE THINGS WHICH ARE"’

81

ProPHETIC VIEW OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES.

EPHESUS.

First phase of
Church history,

Began at the
end of the apos-
tolic age when the
Apostle John
wrote.

Succeeded by
Smyrna.

SMYRNA.

A period of ger-
secution allowed by
as a_voice to
the Church, which
in the preceding
stage had been
marked by decline
of “frst love.”

Succeeded by
Pergamos.

PERGAMOS.

The period
marked by the al-
liance of the
Church witn the
world, _ beginnin,
about the time o
the Emperor Con-
stantine.

Succeeded by

Thyatira,

THYATIRA. SARDIS, PHILADELPHIA., LAODICEA.
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The seven churches appear to be divided into three
and four, inasmuch as the exhortation, ‘“He that hath
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches,”” occurs in the case of the first three churches
before the reward is held out to the overcomer, as if to
indicate that the appeal is made to the whole Church;
whereas in the last four churches the exhortation to hear
is given after the reward is held out to the overcomer, as
if to indicate that it is no longer the Church as a whole
that is looked to for response, but rather the overcomer
alone.

It is to be carefully observed that as soon as Sardis
appears alongside of Thyatira, Church testimony as a
whole is gone, never to be revived as long as the Church
is upon earth. The testimony of the whole Church under
the Thyatira phase was so corrupt that the Lord could not
allow it to continue. And yet there was mercy in this,
for collective testimony was brought to an end by the
introduction of a revived and purified testimony being
placed alongside it, even Sardis, answering to the great
revival of the Reformation; but more of that anon.

We do not wish to assert that there is not and cannot
be effective and practical testimony to Church truths, but
it is only a remnant that can give such testimony. The
Church, as a whole, will never again give it. Collective
testimony, that is the testimony of the Church as a whole,
came to an end in the corruption of Thyatira (Roman
Catholicism).

EpHESUS.

As we intend to keep this book within modest dimen-
sions, the reader must expect a rapid sketch rather than
a detailed examination,

Observe in this address to the church at Ephesus the
solemn introduction of the Lord as the One who holds
the seven stars in His right hand, and walks in the midst
of the seven golden candlesticks; His commendation of
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all that can be praised; the enumeration of their good
deeds, not few nor costing little, yet the sad absence of
any indication of the spring of these services.

He could speak of their works, their labour, their pat-
ience; yet how different is it from the way that the Spirit
of God could say to the Thessalonian Christians:

‘‘Remembering without ceasing your work of faith,
and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father”
(x Thess. i. 3).

How the Spirit of God loves to give all the credit He
can, but gives no more than is strictly due. So the silence
of Scripture often discloses sadness, as in this case.

But the feelings of the Spirit of God cannot be re-
strained. In faithfulness He lays His finger on the sore
spot. In remonstrance all the more powerful because of
its restraint and brevity He says:-—

‘““Nevertheless I have . . . against thee, because
thou hast left thy first love” (Rev. ii. 4).

The word ‘‘somewhat,”” printed in italics, should not be
in the text. It weakens the sorrowful charge. And then
the Spirit adds: —
‘‘Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen,
and repent, and do the first works’ (verse 5).

It is as if the Church had fallen from some lofty height,
and lay crushed and bleeding at the bottom of some awful
precipice.

Behold in this departure from first love the germ of
every evil in the Church, whether seen in the unspeak-
able corruption of Thyatira, or the deadness and self-
complacency of Laodicea. The touching reproof and ap-
peal of the Lord speaks to our hearts that He values our
love, and it is in the healthful exercise of this bond that
we shall be kept. May this have. a special voice to each
one of us at this present time.

The threat to remove the candlestick evidently had not
the effect it should have had, for, viewing things from the
prophetic, and not the local standpoint, we find the Eph-
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esian phase passes away to give place to the Smyrna stage
—the candlestick was removed.

The overcomer in the Ephesian Church will have the
reward of eating of the tree of life in the Paradise of God.
The Tree of Life is Christ, and it means that if through
God’s grace and the supply of His Spirit the believer is
able to withstand the chilling influences of the moment,
and is characterized by whole-hearted love for the Lord,
when heaven comes Christ Himself will be the food and
delight of his soul-—a full reward indeed for overcoming
every difficulty down here.

SMYRNA.

To this church the shortest address is given, and in it
not a word of rebuke is said. We must not, however,
suppose that everything was perfect. God allowed the
Church in that period to go through much tribulation. It
is as if the Lord, jealous of the affection of His people,
permitted the persecution as a means of recovery.

The prophecy is here given that the devil should cast
some into prison, and that tribulation for ten days should
be their portion. There were indeed ten distinct pagan
persecutions, possibly referred to in the prophecy. The
following list gives the name of the Emperor under whom
the persecution occurred, and the approximate year of its
outburst.

A.D.
(x) Nerpo - - - - 54
(2) DomitiAN - - - 81
(3) Trajan - - - 98
(4) Aprian - - - 117
(5) SEPTIMUS SEVERUS - 103
(6) MaxiMiv - - - 235
(7) Decius - - - 249
(8) VALERIAN - - - 254
(9) AURELIAN - - - 270

{10) DIOoCLETIAN - - 28
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Doubtless persecution generally marked the whole period,
but there were these ten distinct outbursts.

How encouraging the reward to the overcomer that he
should not be hurt of the second death. Man may kill
the body, but he has no power to kill the soul.

PERGAMOS.

The down-grade of that with which the name of Christ
was connected is sadly evidenced in this assembly in the
statement, twice repeated, that it dwelt where Satan had
his seat. In the Smyrna phase we have seen how Satan
sought to overthrow Christianity by attacking it from with-
out; here he seeks another method, that of undermining it
from within, His former effort had, indeed, under God’s
overruling hand, only purified the Church, and now what
the persecuting emperors, acting as Satan’s agents, had
failed to encompass, the patronizing emperor—Constan-
tine—accomplished, viz., the ruin of the Church.

Constantine, in the fourth century, was the first emperor
to be favourable to the Christians. He repealed the per-
secuting edicts of former emperors, placed Christians in
high positions in place of pagans, and generally corrupted
Christianity by his favours and patronage. True he was
not actually baptized as a nominal Christian till a few days
before his death, but his attitude towards Christianity
throughout began that unholy alliance between Church
and State. His influence made the Church a political
power in the world, thus destroying its proper character
and wrecking its true testimony.

Thus was begun that grafting of pagan observances on
to Christianity, and the transformation of pagan feast
days into Christian feast days, which developed into the
depths of corruption seen in Thyatira.

Pergamos, though sound evidently as to the profession
of Christian doctrines, tolerated those who held the doc-
trines of Balaam and of the Nicolaitanes.
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We have Scripture to tell us what the doctrines of
Balaam were. He was a false prophet who seduced the
Israelites into the two sins of idolatry and fornication.
Certainly his doctrines, finding root in Christian soil, are
seen in full bloom in the idolatry of Roman Catholicism,
the canonizing and veneration of saints and of the Virgin
Mary, and in the fornication, which, if taken in a spiritual
sense, consists in the friendship of the world as cultivated
by the Church. Friendship with the world is spiritual
adultery.

“Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that
the friendship of the world is enmity with God?”’
(James iv. 4).

The origin and doctrines of the Nicolaitanes are wrapped
in obscurity, but all are agreed that their doctrines must
have been impure and unholy.

THYATIRA.

In Thyatira we behold the full-bloom development of
the patronage the world showed towards the Church. Up
to this point we find the Church sound as to fundamentals.
The evil is at worst only tolerated among them. The mass
is sound in faith. In Thyatira, however, we strike a more
terrible note. Corruption has done its awful work till the
whole mass is leavened.

A name of grave import is introduced, that of Jezebel,
the shamelessly wicked queen of Ahab, now used, we be-
lieve to symbolize the utterly wicked influence of Rome.

No wonder that the infidel historian, Gibbon, in writing
the history of those times should say, ““The history of the
Church is the annals of hell.”

Corruption and wickedness rose to such a height that
God came in, and by giving a revived testimony, as the
result of the glorious Reformation, took away from Roman
Catholicism its testimony as the whole Church. Its testi-
mony was indeed one of wickedness and corruption, and
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no wonder that God came in and broke up that testimony
and divided the professing Church.

Yet even in Thyatira there are those, who have not
known the depths of Satan, and upon them is put ‘““none
other burden’’; that is, they are left where they are. Sin-
cere, and ignorant of the awful system in which they find
themselves, they can walk before God in integrity of soul.

Notice this is the first church of the seven in which the
hope of the Lord’s coming is brought in. ‘I will give
him [the overcomer] the morning star,”’ and this is one of
the proofs that it will go on to the end.

SARDIS.

Sardis is described as a church of profession, but of

little reality.

“Thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead’’
(Rev. ifi. 1).

Yet the Spirit of God can speak of the things which re-
main, but describes them as about to die. He also calls
upon the Church to remember how it had received and
heard, and exhorts it to hold fast and repent. Evi-
dently it speaks of great recovery in contrast with the
awful corruption of Thyatira.

Is this not all seen in the glorious Reformation? What
Christian can read the stirring histories of Wycliff, Huss,
Luther, Melancthan, Zwingli, Farel, Knox, Calvin, with-
out being moved to his deepest depths in thankfulness to
God for such a movement of God’s Spirit with which
they were connected?

Alas! how has the fine gold become dimmed. As soon
as the Reformation in Germany leaned on the arm of
princes it ceased to spread vigorously, and much of Ger-
many is mainly Roman Catholic to this day, whilst whole
countries such as Austria, Italy, and Spain have been
practically untouched by it.
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Yet as these lines are penned in a so-called Protestant
land, and one rejoices in an open Bible and liberty of
conscience, one cannot but thank God for such a work of
His Spirit, bearing wonderful fruit even to this day.

Yet the record in Rev. {ii. 1-6 only gives us a picture
of the present state of Protestantism, that is of utter dead-
ness. Alas! how this characterizes Protestantism to-day.
The Lutheran Church is a striking example of it.

PHITADELPHIA AND LAODICEA.

Roman Catholicism (Thyatira) and Protestantism (Sar-
dis), together stand for the great ecclesiastical systems into
which Christendom is divided. Philadelphia is found
rather in a moral movement of the Spirit of God. We may
learn much by contrasting Philadelphia with Laodicea.
Both, we believe, stand for moral movements in these last
times—Philadelphia standing for the greatest moral re-
covery to what Ephesus was corporately at the beginning;
Laodicea standing for the greatest moral departure from
the same. Philadelphia is characteristically caught up at
the coming of the Lord; Laodicea, spued out of His
mouth.

And cannot we see these two lines clearly marked in
these days? True it is that we are in Laodicean days,
but it is also as true that Philadelphia as a testimony will
go on to the end.

The word Philadelphia means brotherly love. The
Lord sets before that church an open door, which no man
can shut. What a comfort this is to the earnest seeking
soul. It is not that any need look for great attainments
in themselves, or in others, for Philadelphia is character-
ized by “little strength.’”” But there is the keeping of
Christ’s word and not denying His name. May these
features characterize each one of us. To be governed by
these is to be Philadelphian in character; whilst to claim
to be Philadelphian is the sure road to Laodiceanism, that
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is to say, any assumption on our part is fatal to true spirit-
ual progress.

Further, there is a great promise given to Philadelphia:

‘“‘Becanse thou hast kept the word of My patience,
I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation,
which shall come upon all the world, to try them
that dwell upon the earth’” (Rev. iii. 10).

This verse settles once and for ever that the Church
will not go through the great tribulation. Suppose some-
one, who believes that the Church will go through the
great tribulation, argues that the universal hour of temp-
tation is not the great tribulation; we answer, if his con-
tention is true, it can only strengthen our position. It is
clear that the ‘‘great tribulation”” occurs in the second
half of Daniel’s seventy weeks. And further, the second
half of Daniel’s seventy weeks brings us to the very end
of God’s governmental ways on the earth before the per-
sonal reign of Christ in the Millennium is set up.

Now if the Church is taken away from the universal
hour of temptation, if it is contended that this is prior to
the great tribulation, then it clearly follows the Church is
taken away before that great tribulation occurs. And if
the Church is taken away before the universal hour of
trial starts, it is unthinkable that God would replace her
on the earth to stand the brunt of the fiercest and last
bit of trial. There is not one word of Scripture to give
countenance to such an idea,

The language of our verse is most explicit. It does not
say,

I will keep thee from the temptation,
but

“I also will keep thee from the HOUR of tempta-
tion.”’

Indeed the language could not be more forcible, for it
literally reads, ‘I will keep thee from (e (Gr.) — out of)
the hour of temptation.”” And seeing the trial is uni-
versal, there is no haven of refuge by fleeing from one
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part of the earth to another. The only possible way to
be kept out of the hour of trial, is by being taken out of
TIME altogether, and that means being put into eternity.

Moreover, the next verse clearly points to the way that
this will take place, viz., the coming of the Lord to take
His people out of this world. He says:—

‘““Behold T come QUICKLY : hold that fast which
thou hast, that no man take thy crown’’ (verse rx1).

So that the trials bursting upon this world, as narrated
in Rev. iv. and on, the believer will have no part in, but
the reward of keeping the word of Christ’s patience will
be his translation before these judgments occur. Seeing
the trials are the governmental judgments of God upon
this world because of their rejection of Christ, and es-
pecially of the Jew as in the great tribulation, which is
distinctly called ‘‘the time of Jacob’s trouble’” (see Jer.
xxx. 7), and seeing that the Christians have on the con-
trary accepted Christ, and borne rejection by the world
because Christ is rejected, it is quite understandable how
the Lord will not allow His Church to pass through that
universal hour of trial. What a cheer to the heart of the
Christian to hold on to the end. The Lord’s coming is
indeed nigh.

To turn to the contemplation of Laodicea for a moment,
one is struck by the entire change of atmosphere.

In Philadelphia we find no assumption; the Lord credits
them with the keeping of His word and not denying His
name; He gives the promise of His coming; and the
beautiful reciprocal attitude of the Lord and His people
is to be noted.

In Laodicea we get full-blown assumption: blind people
professing to see, naked people professing to be well
clothed, poor people spiritually professing to be rich. The
whole description is of self-satisfaction, assumption, loud
profession without any reality, accompanied by nauseating
lukewarmness. Here the Lord speaks as outside the
whole thing, as indeed He is, but yet His gracious voice
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sounds an invitation in case some individual may hear
and respond.

Beside standing generally for a loud but empty pro-
fession of Christianity, would not such concrete cases as
Higher Criticism, Modernism, Millennial Dawnism,
Christian Science, Seventh Day Adventism, Mormonism,
Christadelphianism, illustrate what Laodicea means? The
spueing out doubtless will take place when the Church
is caught up, for what is left behind is in reality spued out
of Christ’s mouth.

Thus in this very cursory examination of these churches
we see laid out for us the whole history of the responsible.
Church upon the earth from the Apostle John’s day to the
second coming of Christ.

We are living in the days of ‘‘the things that are,’
these close when the Lord comes for His own.

)

and

THE THIRD DIVISION OF THE BOOK.*

We now come to the third division of the book, ‘‘the
things which must be hereafter,’”’ or as another translator

* In regard to the interpretation of the rest of the book there
are two great schools of opinion-—the historical and the futurist
—the former teaching that the seals and trumpets and vials have
all been already fulfilled in history, since they were shortly to
come to pass in John's day. The sixth seal is said to have been
fulfilled when the Emperor Constantine renounced paganism
and embraced Christianity. The fifth trumpet is said to have
been fulfilled when the Turk advanced into Europe, eveun to the
very gates of Vienna, etc., etc., etc.

We do not deny that there have been happenings in history
that may stand as illustrations or foreshadowings of what is yet
to come, but that they stand as interpretations or fulfilments we
strongly deny.

If much of what is described in the third division of the book
is past, then the second division is certainly past too, and we
Christians are not in the time of ‘‘the things that are.”” Where
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puts it, ‘“‘the things which must take place after these
things.”’

At this point John sees a door opened in heaven, and
the same voice, which he had heard in chapter i., even
the voice of the Lord Himself, sounds as a trumpet, con-
veying the invitation,

“COME UP HITHER, and I will show thee things
which must be hereafter’’ chap. iv. 1).

This remarkable introduction of the third section of
the book should be emphasized. If John in vision is to
see these happenings on the earth, he must see them
FROM HEAVEN. He cannot view them as being in
their midst.

John’s position then is surely typical of the position
the Church will have when the judgments actually fall,
viz., in heaven. This is quite in line with the truth that
the Church will not go through the tribulation. The evi-
dence in that respect is cumulative.

The first thing that meets John’s gaze is a throne, and
One sitting upon it. No longer is Christ looked at as
walking among the seven golden candlesticks. As long
as the Church is upon earth He is doing that. But here
He is on the throne in heaven—a throne of government.
The aspect of the One sitting on the throne is likened
to a jasper and a sardine stone—the first and last stones
set in the breastplate of the High Priest (see Exod. xxviii.).
The sardine stone is believed to have been of a red colour,
whilst the jasper is thought to have displayed various bril-
liant hues. The whole effect would be awe-inspiring,
whilst the red colour might symbolize the judicial character
of Christ and the judgments that He will execute,

is the promise of the Lord’s coming? Gone, if such fantastic
theories as the historical school indulge in are true.

The ingenuity of manipulating facts of history to fit in with
this historical theory might well remind us of children playing
with a big puzzle. It serves no good purpose that we can see.
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The rainbow round about the throne is very significant.
It sets forth God in covenant with creation. God by it
pledged Himself that He would never again destroy the
earth with a flood. The bow was set in the cloud. The
cloud might threaten deluge, but the bow was the pledge,
the sign of

‘‘the everlasting covenant between God and every

living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth™

(Gen. ix. 16),
that the earth would never again be destroyed by water.
For the rainbow to be transferred from the guilty earth
to heaven, from the cloud to the throne, was ominous
indeed that the time of judgment had come, that God’s
long-suffering with the world was over, and that judgment
must at length take its course.

This, then, is the introduction to this section of the
book.

Next, John sees four and twenty seats, and upon them
four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment,
and upon their heads crowns of gold. If the Church by
this time is caught up to heaven, one would expect in a
description of what John saw there that the Church would
have her place. One can search from chapter iv. to the
end of the book and not one allusion to her presence on the
earth, or one line of instruction or counsel as to how she
should deport herself amid the extraordinary happenings
of judgment will be found. Is it reasonable to suppose
that Christ would leave His Church to her sorest trial,
and not give one line of counsel or comfort to guide or
console at such a juncture? It is unthinkable. The very
silence of Scripture on this point is a piece of the strong-
est circumstantial evidence that the Church cannot be on
the earth at that time.

But if not on earth, then she is in heaven. And it is
only to be expected that next to seeing the Lord Himself,
John’s eye would see that which is nearest and dearest
to his heart, even His redeemed people. When it is a
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question of intelligently following God’s judgments on
the earth, one would expect that all the saints in glory
—O0ld Testament and New Testament saints alike—would
be represented. This we believe is seen in the four and
twenty elders.

Our reasons for believing this are that:—

1. There were four and twenty courses for the priests
(see 1 Chron. xxiv. 7-19), thus setting forth the whole
range of worship; the priests being typical of the believer
in worship.

2. Twelve being the administrative number, twelve
would stand for the Old Testament saints and twelve
for the New Testament—that is, twenty-four in all.

3. They were clad in white raiment and on their heads
were crowns of gold. Now white raiment is clothing com-
mon to angels and glorified saints, as Scripture testifies.
With the latter it specially symbolizes the practical right-
eousness of the saints, all the fruit of the Holy Spirit’'s
operation, as Rev. xix. 8 testifies. But crowns are never
said to be the portion of angels, whereas they are held
out as a reward to believers. One of the last things said
to the Church in Philadelphia is:—

‘‘Behold I come quickly : hold that fast which thou
hast, that no man take thy crown’’ (chap. iii. 11).

The combination of white raiment and crowns can point to
none other than the saints of God.

4. Their occupation confirms what has been already
said. They do two things: (a) follow intelligently and
with appreciation the justice of God’s governmental deal-
ings with the world, and (b) worship. They never take
active part in the carrying out of judgment, as, for 'in-
stance, the angels do, who are instruments for the execu-
tion of God’s commands.

5. When the Church, as such, comes into view in chap.

xix. 7, 8, the voice of much people exclaiming glory to
God is heard in heaven, and in that connection the Lamb’s
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wife is seen. This is the first mention of the Church as
such from the beginning of chap. iv. to this point.

6. In chap. xxi. g, etc., we are distinctly told that the
holy city, that is, the Church viewed in administration
in connection with the Millennium, is seen as coming
‘‘out of heaven from God.”” She must have been in heaven
to come out of heaven. This is at the close of the great
tribulation and prior to the setting up of Christ’s Millen-
nial Kingdom.

These considerations leave us in no doubt whatever
as to who are represented by the four and twenty elders,
and that the Church’s rapture terminates ‘‘the things that
are’’ (chaps. ii. and iii.), and that she is with her Lord
in glory while His judgments sweep this world in tribu-
lation.

Next John intimates the character of the throne, that
is, of judgment, for out of it come lightnings, and thun-
derings and voices, and the seven Spirits of God are seen
as seven lamps of fire burning before the throne. The
seven Spirits of God* portray the one Holy Spirit of God
in sevenfold activity—seven speaking of divine perfec-
tion in discernment and activity, whilst the seven burning
lamps of fire speak of that discernment and activity being
seen in judgment.

We are next introduced to the sea of glass like unto
crystal before the throne. We are reminded of the brazen
sea that Solomon made for the priests to wash in (see
2 Chron. iv. 2—6). There water was the agent for clean-
sing. The sea of glass speaks of absolute cleansing having
been reached. No longer have the worshippers to tread
the wilderness, where defilement may be contracted.
Holiness is now a fixed state: hence the sea of glass. Glass

* Isaiah xi. 2 may illustrate this, (1) ‘‘The Spirit of the Lord,”’
(2) ‘“‘Spirit of wisdom and”’ (3) ‘‘understanding’’ (4) 'Spirit
of counsel and’’ (5) ‘‘might”’ (6) ‘‘Spirit of knowledge and of”’
() ‘‘the fear of the Lord.”
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is in appearance like water, but unlike it in nature, in that
it is not fluid, but solid.

Then come into view the four beasts* or living crea-
tures. We judge these to be symbolical. God will have
His instruments to carry out His behests in judgment, but
the character of His actions we believe are described in
this symbolical way.

First of all they are full of eyes behind and before,
speaking of the omniscient discernment of God in judg-
ments. He makes no mistakes, whether in broad prin-
ciples or minutest detail.

The living creatures were four, that number speaking
of that which is universal. One was like a lion, another
like a calf, a third had the face of a man, and the fourth
was like a flying eagle.

Lion is the symbol of strength and power and majesty.
Calf is the symbol of endurance.

Face of man is the symbol of intelligence.

Flying eagle is the symbol of rapidity of execution.

What a combination of attributes! How it speaks of
the power, wisdom, and justice of God’s dealings! Who-
ever the executors of God’s judgment may be, His power,
as thus described in symbol, is behind them.

Notice the four living creatures give God glory whilst
the elders fall down and worship, this latter again em-
phasizing the place and portion of the saints of God. It
is interesting to notice that the redeemed in this chapter
ascribe worthiness to the Lord in connection with creation.
It is not here a question of redemption, but of His claims
as Creator, which He is about to enforce, though as we
proceed we shall see how His redemptive work is indic-

* Greek zdon — living creature. The word used for the beast
rising up out of the sea, the head of the revived Roman Empire
(Rev. xiii. 1); and also for the beast coming up out of the earth,
the false prophet (Rev. xiii. 11) is therion — wild or venomous
beast. Such is the exactitude of Scripture.
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ated in His title of Lamb, characterizing His position in
the book.

CraAPTER V.

The book in the right hand of Him who sits on the
throne is the book of judgment. Note the long-suffering
of God. The book is written within and on the back-
side, that is, the writing fills one side of the scroll and
has overflowed to the back. Yet the overflow is arrested.
Seven seals bind up the book. It awaits the time when
One competent to open it does so. And if God thus per-
fectly sealed the book, who is to open it when the time
of opening comes?

None can do that but One, even our Lord Jesus Christ.
He alone is sufficient for this.

As John wept because none was found worthy to open
the book, one of the elders informed him that the Lion
of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, had prevailed
to open the book and to loose the seven seals thereof.
There is no mistaking who this is. He is described as
the Lion of the trihe of Judah, the Offspring of David,
the One who as Man descended from David. But He
is also described as the Root of David, the One who was
before David, and from whom David sprang; in short, the
One who was from all eternity.

As Man, Jesus sprang from David; as Jehovah, the
covenant-keeping God, David sprang from Him, owed
his existence and all he was to Him.

John turned, and what did he see? The majesty of
the lion? Not in that character did he see Him. He
turned and beheld a Lamb as it had been slain.

Is it not a little remarkable that the title Lamb, directly
applied to the Lord, should only be found in John's
writings? Twice it is found in John’s Gospel, ‘“Behold
the Lamb [amnos, Gr.] of God”’ {chap. i. 29, 36). Twenty-
seven times in the Revelation the Greek word arnion, a
little lamb, is used. If one had been asked at random
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where the title ‘“Lamb’’ would most frequently occur,
one would never have selected the book of judgment; yet
so it is.

It seems a solemn thing that the One, despised by the
world, rejected and crucified by the Jews, should be thus
presented. It is as much as to say that He is the One
whom God has selected to be the Executor of His judg-
ment, and that on the ground of His work on the cross.

This Lamb has seven horns and seven eyes, which are
the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. The
horns speak of fulness of power over the earth, the seven
eyes complete discernment, and as they are said to be the
seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth, the
thought is added of full and universal government; that
is to say, that no part of the earth is beyond the pene-
trating power of Him who stands beside the throne.

Next the Lamb takes* the book out of the hand of
Him who sits on the throne.

*Some may find a difficulty in our saying that the One sitting
on the throne (chap. iv. 2, 3) is Christ, and that the Lamb in
chapter v. 7, who is clearly Christ, should take the book out of
the right hand of Him who sits on the throne. The difficulty
is clearly solved by seeing that Christ is looked at as the Je-
hovah of the Old Testament in chap. iv., and as in a general
aspect denoting judgment ; whereas He is looked at in a differ-
ent aspect in chapter v., that is, as actually active in the un-
folding of the scroll of judgment, and that as having a right
to do so on the ground of having accomplished redemption, and
that redemption having been refused by those who are about to
come under judgment. He is then seen as the Lamb.

We append a weighty opinion as to this: ‘“We do not find
the Father here; it is Jehovah. And indeed, should we ask in
whom He is personally displayed, it would be as always in the
Son: but it is in itself simply the Jehovah of the Old Testament
here.”’—J. N. Darby, Synopsis of the Books of the Bible. New
edition, revised. Vol. v., p. 522.

The same difficulty is present in Daniel vii. g—14, where the
Ancieut of Days sits upon the throne and the Son of Man receives
dominion at His hands. The solution of the difficulty lies again
in viewing Christ in different aspects.

‘“The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed
all judgment unto the Son: that all men should
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This is the signal for an outburst of worship on the
part of the four and twenty elders. Redemption being
introduced, they “‘sing,”’ not merely ‘’say’’ as in chap. iv.
They ascribe His worthiness to redemption. That which
men describe as His weakness, His death on the cross,
is in truth the ground of His worthiness. It is the
general praise of redemption without ascribing it to any
particular class. The correct translation in verse g should
be, ‘‘hast redeemed to God by Thy blood,”” not ‘‘hast
redeemed us to God by Thy blood.””

CHAPTER VI.

In this chapter we get six seals of judgment broken
by the Lamb. They are evidently providential judg-
ments, the like of which the world has often witnessed,
but with this difference, that these are distinctly set forth
as the beginning of the end; that is to say, that God
uses them towards the fulfilment of His own will in pre-
paring the earth for Christ’s reign.

The First Seal is simple of explanation. A white horse,
a rider with a bow, a crown given him, describe the seal.
The rider on the horse goes forth conquering and to con-
quer. This evidently refers to some sudden outbreak of
war, which quickly reaches its objectives with little ex-
penditure of blood. The white horse bespeaks the easy
bloodless conquests made; the bow the distant objectives
that are reached; the crown the success attained.

The Second Seal presents to us a red horse and a great
sword given to its rider. Red is the sanguinary colour,
bespeaking immense slaughter, whilst the great sword in
contrast to the bow symbolizes near conflict, emphasizing
the thought of great bloodshed. Note, it is not only a
sword, but a great sword.

honour the Son, even as they honour the Father’’
(John v. 22, 23).

We think this Scripture is conclusive.
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The Third Seal gives us the black horse and the pair
of balances in his hand. This speaks of the usual out-
come of a sanguinary war, viz., famine. Note the nec-
essities of the poor—wheat and barley—are at prohibi-
tive prices, whilst the luxuries of the rich—the oil and
wine—are untouched.

The Fourth Seal presents to us the pale horse. The
name of the rider is given—death—and hades follows him.
They had power to kill with the sword, with hunger,
with death, and with the beasts of the earth—the four
sore judgments of Ezekiel xiv. 21. How terrible is the
scene! How the wild beasts speak of the utter destruc-
tion of the cultivation of the countries affected. Note,
we are distinctly told here that one-fourth part of the
earth is affected. Rev. xii. 3, 4 shows that the Roman
earth is designated as the one-third, so that one-fourth
speaks of a more restricted area. God would endeavour
to reach men by His hand in government. If they will
not hear, His judgment becomes both more extensive
and intensive, as we shall see.

The Fifth Seal is not the signal for a fresh outburst
of providential judgment, but is the occasion for the des-
cription of those who are martyred during the succession
of the previous seals. Evidently with the Church in
glory, and the restraining influence of the Holy Spirit
withdrawn from the earth, coupled with the fearful con-
dition of things occasioned by all the bloodshed, famine,
and pestilence resulting from the previous seals, persecu-
tion marks the period.

With the Church in glory, and this present dispensation
of grace closed by the Rapture, the saints in view are
evidently those who come into blessing as the result of
the preaching of the Gospel of the Kingdom. They are
earthly saints, but evidently, standing true to their testi-
mony, are martyred.

They cry for righteous judgment on their foes, a prayer
not in keeping with this dispensation, but perfectly in
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accord with theirs. White robes of victory are given them,
and they are bidden to rest till the roll of martyrs shall be
complete.

The Sixth Seal is the logical outcome of the previous
seals. War, bloodshed, famine, pestilence, fearful condi-
tions of life, lead to great political upheaval. The great
earthquake speaks of a mighty convulsion of ordered
society. Anarchy will sweep all before it. The sun be-
coming black as sackcloth of hair symbolizes dethrone-
ment of supreme power. The moon becoming as blood
speaks of derived authority sharing in the catastrophe that
overtakes supreme authority.

The vigorous language of the prophet, describing the
heaven departing as a scroll, and every mountain and
island being moved out of their places, is descriptive of
the most awful and universal shattering of society that
has ever been known: only throwing into still blacker re-
lief the terrible circumstances of the previous seals that
could have led up to such a fearful climax.

The great men of the earth call on the rocks to hide
them, and in their terror recognize the hand of God in
these providential happenings, and wrongly imagine that
the great day of the wrath of the Lamb has come.

It has been thought by some students of prophecy that
the sixth seal gives us the appearing of the Lord Jesus
with the saints as seen in Matt. xxiv. But a little re-
flection should show that this cannot be. The seventh
seal, following the sixth seal with its catastrophic terrors,
unlooses the seven trumpet judgments, more severe and
more terrible than the seal judgments. Now if the sixth
seal introduced the return of Christ in power to this world,
instead of judgment succeeding judgment we should have
the blessed and peaceful Millennium set up.

CHAPTER VII.

Chapter vi, closes with the truly awiful sixth seal, the
cumulative horrors of the former five seals bursting upon
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an affrighted world, so much so that men universally
think the great day of the wrath of the Lamb has come.

Chapter viii. gives us the opening of the seventh seal,
not so much a judgment in itself as releasing the seven
trumpets—judgments more directly from the hand of God
than the providential seal judgments, more intense and
terrible in their character.

If the past was terrible, what heart can contemplate the
more terrible future without quailing? It is just at this
point chapter vii. comes in. It is PARENTHETIC in
character. In it the prophet sees in vision an election of
(1) Jews, and of (2) Gentiles, both of whom are to be
preserved through the terrible tribulation about to devas-
tate the earth.

First of all John sees four angels standing on the four
corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth,
that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the
sea, nor on any tree. This symbolizes a providential
restraint of judgment for the object of sealing the servants
of God in their foreheads. If Antichrist will seal his
servants in their foreheads (see chap. xiii. 16}, God will
seal His servants and preserve them.

The four angels, the four corners of the earth, the four
winds of heaven, speak of that which is universal.

The angels holding the four winds indicate a new feat-
ure. The seal judgments, whilst permitted of God, are
of a providential character. The trumpet judgments about
to commence are of a character indicative of direct heav-
enly intervention. Hence we find angels are the instru-
ments of their execution.

Another angel, having the seal of God, is heard. He
cries that the earth (the ordered state if society), the
sea (the masses without principle), the trees (prominent
rulers and the like) shall not be hurt till the servants of
God are sealed in their foreheads. These are described
as one hundred and forty-four thousand of the tribes of
Israel, twelve thousand for each fribe. It may be men-
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tioned that Joseph’s name is substituted for Ephraim’s,
and that Levi, who was not a territorial tribe, is given,
and Dan’s name left out. We cannot explain the reason
for this omission, unless it be that the tribe of Dan was
notorions for its idolatry.

We believe the number is not an exact number but sym-~
bolic. It is a solace and stay to know that God can and
will preserve His people.

Now John sees a great multitude of every nation, kin-
dred, people, and tongue. They are clothed with white
robes, and have palms in their hands, speaking of victory.
We are left in no doubt as to them, for one of the elders
informs John that this multitude has come out of great
tribulation.

Evidently it is composed of those who are blessed
under the preaching of the Gospel of the Kingdom, after
the Church is caught up, and who are preserved in the
faithfulness of God.

How terrible the tribulation will be is evident when
the Lord tells us in Matt. xxiv. 22 that “for the elect’s
sake those days shall be shortened.”” How comforting in
the contemplation of it to behold the vision of the pre-
served companies, witnesses of God’s care for and over
His own.

CuartER VIII.

This chapter begins with the opening of the Seventh
Seal, and silence in heaven for about the space of half
an hour. The silence betokens the special seriousness of
the breaking of the seventh seal.

And indeed its seriousness is seen in this respect. It
is not so much a judgment in itself, but it is the prelude
to the seven trumpets—a course of severer judgments
than the seals themselves were.

Note, too, whilst the fourth seal affects the “‘fourth part
of the earth,” these trumpet judgments have for their
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scope a wider area, a third part, and whilst affecting a
wider area are more intense in their character.

Note, likewise, the seven trumpets are divided into four
and three. Whilst all are called trumpets, the three last
have an added description—woes, taking, as they do, a
far more intensive form than the first four.

That these trumpets are distinctly direct interventions
from heaven, and not strictly providential as the seals
were, is proved by verses 3—5. An angel, evidently the
Lord Himself, as the great High Priest, takes the golden
censer and much incense, and offers up the prayers of
all saints upon the golden altar which was before the
throne. Doubtless these are the prayers of the earthly
saints, who, rightly according to the dispensation and
circumstances in which they are placed, cried to God for
vengeance on their persecutors. ‘‘How long? how long?
O Lord,” is their cry. Now the time for answering these
prayers in the wisdom of God has arrived.

The angel, the Lord Himself—who else could have acted
thus ?—then takes the censer, fills it with fire off the altar,
and casts it to the earth, and there are voices and thun-
derings and lightnings and an earthquake.

Of course all this is couched in symbolical language,
which, however, furnishes us with a very vivid idea of
what will take place. The time has come for direct heav-
enly intervention of a very serious nature to be taken in
judgment upon the earth.

This is the signal for the seven angels to sound their
trumpets. The angels’ sounding brings out the heavenly
character of the judgments. Unlike the governmental
judgment of the seals, which are heralded by riders on
horses, figures of providential and earthly happenings in
judgment, here we have angelic agencies at work. Fur-
ther, the trumpet, with its loud martial blare, speaks of
that which must command attention.

The First Angel Sounds.—The symbols are terrific. The
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