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TI-IE NEWV BIRTH.
“YE MUST BE BORN Ao.\1N.”——Jo/m. iii. 7.

C I-I A P T E R I.

WHAT IS IT?

THE \Vord of God in the third chapter of the
Gospel of John, is deeply solemn as to every poor
sinner in this world: “Except a 1nan be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God ”! (John iii. 3.)
It cuts at the very root of all the pretensions,
religion and self-righteousness of man.

Reader, if ever you would see God, except as a
righteous Judge—-if ever you would s end an eternity,-
in His presence where is fulness oflfjoy, and would
be saved from an eternity of woe with the lost, and
with the devil and his angels; you “ must be born
again." Pause, then, I beseech you, and think of
this. It is the root of the matter of your precious
soul’s eternal history. It meets you in whatever
state you may be to-day, amid the varied characters
and states of sinners around you, and embraces all,
as on one footing before Gocl—moral and immoral
—honest man and knave—sober man and drunkard
—re1igious and profane—young and old—teacher
and taught—noble and ignoble—high, low, rich and
poor, there is not one particle of diflerence in the
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sight of God ! If you would ever see God in light,
and dwell with Him for ever, “ye must be born
again” ! _ _ _

The grace of God lnfthe gospel br1ngs salvation
now to man as 1.osT! (Tit. ii. 11.) It treats him
thus. This is the grand distinction between it and
all God‘s previous dealings—previous dealings did
not treat man on this ground. The law, for instance,
addressed man as if he were able to help himself.
God knew all the while that he was not able to do
so, but gave it to demonstrate the fact to man’s heart.
and conscience.

The gospel comes in at the “ end of the world,"
i.e., the end of all God's dealings with man, before
judgment takes its course, a11d it proclaims him
“ LosT! " How many deceive themselves by think-
ing that he is still in a state of probation or trial,
as before the proclamation of the gospel. But it is
not so. I-Iis history in probation closed with the

1 Cross of .Christ.
It had lasted for over 4000 years. ‘When God

drove out Adam from the Garden of Eden, He knew
what he was; but it pleased Him to try out, under
every dealing of His'l1and, the fallen race, so as to
leave every man without excuse, and to demonstrate
distinctly the ruin in which he lay; so that every
man’s conscience ought to bow, and must bow to
the fact that he has been weighed in the balances,
re-weighed, and found wanting.

Poor perishing sinner, if you would but bow to
God’s sentence on you, "and accept His remedy,
instead of trying the means‘ which your fellow-sinner
suggests to your acceptance ; which fiatters your
pride of heart by setting you to work, to pray, to be
religious, or ascetic, or whatever he has so multi--
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fariously devised-—pc-rhaps giving you Christ to
make up for your failures, or to be a make-weight
with what you propose to help you in your salvation——
perhaps telling you, and your poor vanity believes
it too, that you can, of your own will, become a
child of God; can be born of God of your own free
will. Poor spinnings of human brains which never
have measured what sin is in the presence of God,
or known what man is before I"Iim !

It is a blessing from God to be clear, simple,
decided in our acceptance, without qualification,
that man is utterly and hopelessly lost; unable to
put forth one effort of his own. “ Dead in trespasses
and sins "——“ without strength ”-—“ none that seeketh
after God "——without “ holiness," apart from which
“ no man shall see the Lord." May the Lord grant
to the reader to learn it now, as from I-Iim who, that
you may learn His remedy, declares it!

\Ve read of those who “believed in his name
when they saw the miracles which he did. But
Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because
he knew all men, and needed not that any should
testify of man; for he knew what was in man”
(John 23-25). The very same nature that is in
your bosom this moment beheld Jesus doing the
mighty works of God, and believed what they could
not deny, and yet such belief never brought one
soul from amongst them to heaven. You say,
perhaps, as thousands do, “ I believe in Jesus Christ;
I know that He was more than man, nay, that He
was God Himself; I know He died for sinners, and
rose again, and ascended into heaven.” And it may
be after all this you are one to whom, up to this
moment, Jesus has not committed Himself——one
who has no part or lot in the matter.
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I write not to discourage, to dishearten souls,
especially the souls of those who have the weakest
real faith in Jesus—God forbid l—but with the
desire in my heart of bringing the formalist, if this
should meet his eyes, the careless, the professor
of religion without vitality, to judge their state in
view of these solemn truths.

If we see the necessity of this new birth, that
man may see God and His kingdom, we then can
go on to see how God in loving, living grace, not
only reveals his ruin and his fallen condition,
but also reveals how He has met this condition,

dan unfolds His rich mercy to all through His
Son.

You will say, then, “ How am I to be born again ?
I desire most heartily to have this new birth ”
Now, the Lord gives us to understand how this new
birth takes place, m answer to Nicodemus, “ How
can a b b ' 'man e oin when he is old? Can he enter a
second time into his motl1er’s womb and be born ? ”
He tells us that this new birth is “ of water and of
the Spirit." This simply means that the word of
God, which is the water, by reaching the conscience
of the sinner, by the power of theDS ' 't f G d_ _ _ piri o o ,
and received by faith mto the soul, produces a nature
which man n 7ever tad before. It may be by preaching,
reading, or a thousand other ways or means used of
God: the first principle of this new nature is faith,
and “ Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing b th.. == Y eword of God (Rom. x. 17).

But some may say, “_1s it not literal water, or the
water of baptism, which 1S here mea.nt—not the
word as has bee t t 9", _ n s a ed . The answer is simply,
No ! For 1_f so, none of the saints of old could
have had this new nature, and none, therefore, could
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ever “ enter into the kingdom of God.” * The water
of baptism was not even spoken of before John
Baptist’s time, and the Lord declares it (i.c., the new
birth) as a positive necessity for all; and, moreover,
that Nicodemus ought to have known this from the
prophets which he taught, who did not dream of
water baptism. Ezekiel had spoken of Jehovah’s
promise to Israel, to gather them out of the nations,
and bring them into the land of Israel, and there
He would sprinkle clean water upon them, and put
His Spirit within them, cleansing them from all
their filthiness, &c. (read carefully Ezek. xxxvi.,
24-27).

The word of God is likened unto water, i.c., that
which cleanses morally, in Eph. v. 26, where it is
said that Christ saiictifies the Church, cleansing it
with the “ washing of water by the word." James
(c. i. 18) writes, “ Of his own will begat he us with
the word of truth.” Again, Peter (c. i. 23), “ Being
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor-
ruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever.” The Lord Himself (John xv. 3),
“Ye are clean through the word which I have
spoken unto you.” These passages show the word
and the water as identical.

But, is not the wicked nature which the sinner
possesses, and all the sins he has brought forth, to
be set aside, and put away, if a new nature is to be
bestowed ? Surely. The nature which offended
God, and the fruits of that nature must be put away
out of God’s sight——I-Iis righteous requirements
against it must be inet——His justice must be satisfied.
All must be swept out of God’s sight for ever; that

"'f];3aptism is the sign of death-—born of water and the
Spnat, the reception of life.

B
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He may be set free, as it were, to bestow this new
I1£Lll111‘(-3 on every poor sinner who believes.

Now, sinners are represented of God as perishing
under the effects of sin——under the sentence of
death, wielded of Satan by the judgment of God.
How then is the C-111‘S8 to be removed? For God
does not undo the sentence of death which He has
pronounced, as if it were a mistake. Like the
Israelites of old who were dying under the bites of
the fiery serpents (Numbers xvi.), who cried unto
the Lord, and the Lord did not remove the serpents,
but provided a remedy which answered I-Iis own
demands, and the bitten Israelite who looked upon
it lived; so now we read that for this end, i.c., to
remove the curse under which poor sinners are
perishing, the Son of Man must be lifted up—must
be made sin—and when crucified bearing the wrath
of God for sin, be the object of faith for the perishing
sinner, in order that whosoever he be of the fallen
race, who believes on Him, might not perish and
be lost for ever, but (not merely be born again) have
e'uerZasting life !

\Vhat a grand sight, then, for a poor perishing
soul! The Son of Man bearing in His own spotless
person the curse of a broken law, the judgment of
God on ruined man—the sins—the nature from
which the sms had come, and which had offended
God. All these, for every poor perishing sinner
who now gazes with a needy look of faith upon
Jesus on the cross, effectually bearing all away that
stood between his soul and the righteousness of God
for ever_!

This is God’s remedy, fellow-sinner; look, then,
and live! Are_you conscious you need a Saviour ?
God has provided one. Was it for you He was
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provided? Certainly. W'hy? l-lecause you needed
one. Blessed thought, to be able to know by one,
simple, needy look of faith, that all that separated
you from God is put away——and that your sins, nay,
yourself, root and branch have been atoned for, and
put away for ever, and that you have got what you
never had before, eternal life !——not merely that you
are born again, but that believing in the lifted-up
and crucified Son of l\i[an, you have eternal life !

You see, beloved, that Jesus did not merely die to
put your sins and sinful nature away by I—Iis death
on the cross, but died that you might live-—that you
might have eternal life as your present possession.
The double effect of His work is stated in 1 John
iv. 9-10, “ In this was manifested the love of God
toward us, because that God sent his only begotten
Son into the world, that we might Zivc through him."
Here we receive life through and in I-Iim. But
more, “ Herein is love, not that we loved God, but
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins."

May you know this priceless portion as yours, for
His name's sake !

"  

CHAPTER II.
REPENTANCE.

IN the last chapter we saw that a man is born from
above, or born anew by the reception or belief of
the word of God, applied by the Spirit's power to
the conscience. In simple words, faith, or belief in
the testimony of God by His word, whatever may
be the subject He is pleased to use, or the means
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employed in communicating I-Iis word—-_faith is the
first principle of this new nature. “ Faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God"
(Romans x. 17); and, moreover, that the reception
of this new nature by faith in God s testimony is
also, for every one who believes, eternal hie.

Now, there is that which is an invariable accom-
gianime-nt of the new birth, which troubles many an
earnest soul who is locking for peace. I speak of
repentance. There are so many perplexing views
of this really important work in a soul that I desire
to put it simply before my readers, as the Lord may
give grace for it, knowing His love and goodness to
souls. ' -

There" is one thing I would state, in beginning
such a subject, that there is never a real effectual
work of Godin a soul apart from true repentance.
'Some have stumbled souls by saying that such a
work is a necessary preparation for faith,--and a
reception of the gospel, that is, that it goes before
faith, and hence before the new birth in a soul.
Now, without hesitation, I would say that in every
instance, 'in all Scripture, where the work of
repentance is spoken of as a doctrine, or the fruits
of it spoken of in a soul, it i-nvariably follows faith.
I do not say but thatit has gone before peace.
Peace with God may inot be known for many a day,
but the work of repentance has always followed
faith, and consequently accompaniecl the new birth
in every instance. - .;- ,_ _

_ Many have tl.10I.lghl3 that repentance is Sgrrow for
sin, and that a certain amount of it is necessary
before the reception of the gospel. Others have
_got_ into the other extreme, and have thought that
it is a change of mind about God. Now, these



THE NEW BIRTH. ll

thoughts are both wrong. No doubt, as the apostle
says——“ Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salva-
tion not to be repented of” (2 Cor. vii. 10); but
the Corinthians had been converted long before,
and their sorrow of heart for that for which I-Ie
charged them, led to a judgment of their ways under
the power of God's word to them through Paul.
He says in another place that “the goodness of
God leadetli thee to repentance ” (Rom ii. 4-). One,
then, “works” repentance, and the other “leads”
to it, but neither of them are “ repentance ” itself.
Repentance is the true judgment which I form of
myself, and all in myself in view of what God has
revealed and testified to me, whatever may have
been the subject I-Ie has used.

I/Ve will now examine some of the instances in
the word of God.

Jonah the prophet, went to the men of Nineveh,
by the command of God, to preach of judgment.
He said-—“Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be
overthrown.” The result of his preaching was, that
“ the people of Nineveh believed God, . . . and
put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to
the least of them” (Jonah iii. 4., 5). I-Iere was a
real work of repentance which followecl belief in the
preached word of God by Jonah. And we read,
“The men of Nineveh . . . . . repented at
the preaching of Jonah ” (Mat. xii. 41). Here was
a real. work of self-judgment in view of the testi-
inony of God. For this, simply,.:is repentance; it
1S the judgment -. we form‘of ourselves,.and all in
ourselves, under the effect of Grod’s testimony which
we"-have believed. v

-Now turn to an example of repentance in the
passage in Ezekiel xxxvi., to which we have before
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alluded. It spoke of the new birth to Israel by
water and the Spirit, which is necessary for them to
enter into the earthly blessings of the kingdom. “ I
will sprinkle clean water upon you . . . . .
and I will put my Spirit within you. . . . . .
Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and
your doings that were not good, and shall loathe
yourselves in yoiu' own sight, for your iniquities and
for your abominations” (verses 25-31). Here is again
a real work of repentance in a soul which has been
born again of water and the Spirit.

John Baptist’s testimony to Israel was, “ Bepent
ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Belief
in his testimony, that the kingdom of heaven was at
hand produced the truest repentance in their souls,
i.e., they judged themselves and their state as unfit
for God's Kingdom, and they did works meet for
repentance—works which proved the sincerity of
their self-judgment.

The Lord Jesus Himself preaches in Galilee,
“ The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is
at hand; repent ye and believe the gospel" (Mark
i. 15). They could not repent till they believed the
good news of the kingdom. Faith in the testimony
as to it produced repentance, or the judgment of
self in view of such a testimony.

The mission to the disciples, in Luke xxiv. 4.7,
was, “ That repentance and remission of sins should
be preached in his name among all nations, begin-
iiing ‘at Jerusalem.” These things were announced
in Hts name, but unless there was faith in His name
no repentance or remission would follow.

Mfany instances could be adduced from the word
of God to show that true repentance is always
preceded by faith, or belief in the testimony of God
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and is inseparable from the new nature which is
thereby implanted in the soul.

“When a soul is born again, and has thereby a new
nature which it had not before, it begins to discover
the workings of the old. Sometimes this work is
very deep and protracted, and often the most
wretched experiences are gone through, ere the soul
learns peace with God—tempted perhaps to think
betimes that it is not a child of God at all.

Perhaps my reader is one who is in this state of
misery and unhappiness of soul. You can look
back, it may be, on a time when all went smoothly,
and no trouble of soul came in to disturb your life.
Then you had but -one nature as a sinner. Some
word of" God awakened your conscience. and since
then yoiu' life has been miserable. You enjoy
moments of hopefulness, perhaps, in thinking of
the love and grace of God, and the tenderness of
Christ in dealing with poor, lost souls ; and then
come the accusings of conscience a;i1d abroken law;
things that you know were right have been neglected,
and things which were unfit for God’s presence
practised, and your soul is miserable and there is no
peace. How like your state of soul must have been
that of the poor prodigal on his way to his father’s
house, uncertain how all would end ; at one moment
looking at his rags and filth, at another at the fulness
and plenty of the father’s house! So with you; the
very new nature which you have got is that by
which you are discovering the workings of the old.
As long as you had no new nature there was no
trouble of soul, but now the very trouble is the result
of having a new nature which you had not before.
It is your new nature which, loving the things of
God, and having its source‘ from the Spirit of God,

c
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which has learned to loathe what you find in self,
and to long to be right before I-Iim (see carefully
the state of a soul in Rom. vii. 14L-25).

How often, in such a case, does the soul seek for
peace by progress in holiness, and victory over
itself! It thinks, by suppressing this evil desire,
and curbing that evil temper or disposition, to get
peace—in other words, to get peace by endeavouring
to get better, instead ofgiving up all hopes of getting
better ancl by surrendering every such pretension, and
being cast over altogether upon C'hrist!——to find
that Christ has gone down under the waves and
billows of wrath, not only for the sins which troubled
the conscience before God, but also for that evil
nature which so troubles and distresses the heart.
I-Vlien it was proved that you were utterly without
strength, unable to do aught to deliver yourself
Jesus bore the judgment of it all before God, and
rising out of it, God has transferred you to His
side of the grave--that you live now by His life in
resurrection, and that God sees you standing in
redemption, alive in the life of His Son and Ihat
the nature which so troubles you has been cbndemned
and put aside for ever. How sweet to discover
this-—to find that all God reco<>'nises now is the
new man; that all this terrible Dexperience is but
learning what your old natin'e is in God’s si ht‘
that it is a true work of repentance in your sou?! ’

God has given your old nature the place of death
312'-)tth8‘?tt.lg1;g];t9),'1fneé1)t gntlig Orogs _of Christ. He does

' ve - '
t,?-551110113’ is, that Hg has givlelii ’?<i1§jroiciec§igfilastIIn1g
lg: i0nW1%1smS(pn it 1tS this life, and this only_, which
educates 1-1'90 9, 9-11d by which He trains andyou—never recognising in any measure
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the old nature. Nevertheless it exists in you, and
His Spirit, through Christ's advocacy, deals with
your conscience about it, never ceasing to deal with
you about its workings (although never iniputing
them to you), that you may continue to judge them
and keep them in the place of death which He has
given them, by being engaged with Christ who is
your life; and thus that the only thing which may
be active is the life of Jesus in your body.

WVe will, in the next chapter (Lord willing), look
into the fact that God does not change, or remove,
or ameliorate, the old nature, in any degree, in
imparting a new. Both natures remain as distinct
as possible, but there is no necessity whatsoever
that a Christian should live in the practice or power
of any nature but the new; nay, rather, this is what
God looks for in the Cliristian at all times.

 

CHAPTER III.

Two NATURESI THE OLD NOT CHANGED NOR SET ASIDE.

IN the first chapter we saw that it was a positive
necessity that a man should be born again, ere he
could even~ see the Kingdom of God. This grand
truth comes out in John iii. All was over with
man’s moral history when the Son of God came.
If it were possible for man in the flesh, i.e., in his
state as a sinner, and responsible for it before God,
to have been recovered or restored to God, it would
have been proved by his receiving Christ when He
came. It would have proved that man in the flesh
was recoverable, though he had sinned. But no!
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“He came unto his own, and his own received him
not." “He was in the world, and the world was
made by him, and the world knew him not.”

How important it is for a sinner to accept this
place of total, irrecoverable ruin! Then, and in
this condition it is in which God meets his case,
and discloses the purpose of His heart in I-Iis gift
“ of eternal life which God, that cannot lie, promised
before the world began.” Like Israel, in the 21st
chapter of the book of Numbers, who had wandered
for thirty-nine years in the wilderness, and in the
fortieth year, when they spoke against God, and
loathed the light bread, and were dying under the
bites of the fiery serpents, there was nothing now
to mend in them, when God says, as it were : “ I will
disclose a purpose——I will bestow life where the-re is
nothing but death."

So, in John iii., God discloses His purpose by
His Son. He does not mend man as I-Ie is—
He bestows eternal life! To this end the Son of
Man must be lifted up. A rejected Christ on His
cross, outside the world, bearing the judgment of
God against sin, is the door of exit for the sinner
out of a charnel-house—a place of death and ruin,
where there is nothing to mend, into a new sphere
in His resurrection—and possessor of eternal life!
The _Son of Man on His cross must bear the wrath
and judgment of God on the old man, setting aside
that which offended God, and thus leave God free
(so to speak) to bestow eternal life in Christ, as His
glilft to every one who ’believes. But if there was

is necessity on mans side, there was another
feature which came out as well. It was not the
need of man merely which was the occasion of His
thus acting. It was to disclose Iii-mself. His Son
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comes down as the missionary of His heart, to
ruined man, to reveal that it was the purpose of His
own n1ind——the device of One whom man had
maligned, and whom Satan had slandered, to give
proof which none could now gainsay, that “ God is
Love " !—Love which gave, unaslred, its most prized
and valued possession——the Only Begotten of the
Father—-to reveal I-Iimself—to give man a good
opinion of God! It is “ God " who “ so loved the
world that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but
have eternal life ” (John iii. 16).

This gift of eternal life does not in any way mend
or remove the old man. True, the old man is
judicially made an end of before God in the cross.
Nor is it something in man apart from Christ.
“ This is the record that God hath given to us
eternal life, and this life is in his Son " (1 John v.).

Has my reader accepted this——learned that his
evil nature, as it is now, will never dwell in the
presence of God? If so, have you accepted eternal
life in the Son of Grod—-thus owning by faith as
dead, as God has done, your evil self, in Christ upon
the cross?

This life comes to the sinner, who by faith accepts
it, through death. The sinner lies in death ;—-“ You
being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of
your flesh ” (Col. ii.). God sends His own Son, a
sacrifice for sin-——He enters this domain of death.
When entering into it, He bears the judgment of
God which was on man, so fully, that God, glorified
in all His nature and attributes by its perfection,
raises Him up from the dead; and every one who
believes, “hath he quickened together with him."
The believer now lives in Christ before God—God.
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recognises no other life than this; and_ “ all his
trespasses ” have been “forgiven” (Col. 11. 13)——all
left behind, as it were, in the grave of Christ—the
nature atoned for, and set aside judicially in the
death of Christ. The believer lives now on the
other side of death and judgment, in the life of the
Risen One, who was dead ; while at the same time
his old nature remains in him. This eternal life is
something that he had not before: he is now a child
of God, having put ofi' “ the old man,” and put on
the “new” (see Eph. iv. 21-24; Col. iii. 9, 10).

Let us be clear and distinct in our apprehension
of this, where so many are at fault. It is true, that
for condemnation, and before God, the old nature is
set aside—root and branch—tree and its fruits-—and
is gone for ever: it is not on the believer in I-Iis
sight, and yet, all the while, the old nature is in
him—-an enemy, and to be treated as such, and
overcome. He will bear about this nature till he
flies or is changed. '

God had sought fruit from man in the flesh, and
had got none. The Lord, in His own ministry in
the gospel, always addresses man in the flesh, in
this state as responsible. When He had tried him
out, and had got no fruit in the flesh, we find Him
saying of it, “ The Spirit is willing, the flesh is
weak.” He then takes upon Himself the judgment
due to it, dies, and rising out of the judgment, He
imparts as God’s gift His own life, as risen, to the
behever,_who now lives in Him—Christ is his li.fe—-
lus hfe 1s hid with Christ in God (Col. iii. 3, 4.).
God never seeks fruit again from the old man—-
uever addresses it, or recognises it in any shape
whatsoever. _Souls, when they are not in liberty,
do recognise 1t, and often with deep sorrow—often
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seek fruit from it-—seek, too, to repress its workings
in their own strength, and with the desire and
conviction that it should be repressed before God.
God addresses the new man, recognising the Spirit
as life, and as making good the life of Christ in the
believer. This nature never amalgamates with the
flesh. Each has its own distinctive character.
“ That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is Spirit,” i.e., it has its
nature from the Spirit of God, who quickens, or
gives life ; the flesh profits nothing.

Now, although this is so, there is no necessity in
any wise that the Christian should walk in the
power of the old nature, or practise its outgoings in
any sort whatever. Nay rather, God gives grace
and power, as we may see, to overcome its workings,
and keep it practically in death, where He has
placed it—to reckon it dead, as He reckons it.

Paul’s own case is a remarkable one, and illustrates
the fact that the old nature, the flesh, is never set
aside in the believer, nor changed, nor improved by
the very highest realization of the place he has in
Christ. Even then, it needs the dealings of God to
correct it, and enable the believer to hold it dead.
We find in 2 Corinthians xii., that he had been in
the third heaven, and could glory as to his being a
“ man in Christ.” He comes back to the conscious-
ness of his life here below, and the flesh in Paul is
so incorrigible, that God is necessitated to send him
a thorn in it, to bufl"et him, lest the old man might be
exalted above measure, through the abundance of
the revelations. One would have thought that if
ever a man’s evil nature was likely to be removed,
or extracted, or changed, it was Paul’s. Yet no.
Paul comes back to his conscious existence as a
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man, and he discovers that God in grace sent the
needed corrective to that which would otherwise
have hindered him. Paul thought at first it was
something he had better be rid of, and he prayed
thrice for its removal; but when he discovered that
the Lord in His grace had sent that which kept him
in the sense of his weakness as a man, that the
strength of Christ might be unhindered to act in
him, he then says, “ I glory in my weakness” (as a.
man—not infirmit-ies), for “when I am weak, then
am I strong.”

In fine, God does not remove the old nature when
He imparts the new,—-nor is His working the
making better of the old. The believer is a com-
pound creature, hafing two natures as distinct as
possible the one from the other—“ The old man
which is corrupt, . . . and . . . the new
man which after God is created in righteousness
and true holiness” (Eph. ix. 22-24).
 

C H A P T E R I V .
THE NEW MAN-—ETERNAL LIFE.

LET us now gather up what we have learned in our
former meditations before we pass on.

1st. Th_e absolute necessity that a man should be
born again-that 1s, born anew—before he could
even see God’s Kingdom. This new birth is not
the putting the same nature into another condition
but the impartation of another which is totally
distinct from the old. This nature is produced by
the word of God reaching the conscience by the
Sp1r1t’s power, and thus laying bare the roots and
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springs of one’s being, as unmendable, evil and bad;
and the soul, cast over upon Jesus, and believing in
Him, has eternal life. Thus the person who believes
in Jesus has received Him as his life, having been
born again, on the ground of redemption, through
the blood of Jesus Christ.

2nd. The new birth (i.e., the word of God reaching
the roots and springs of one's nature) has produced
such a judgment and a loathing of self, that the
soul has been, perhaps, thrown into the deepest
distress before it has got peace. All this was the
true and necessary work of repentance, the learning
what the old nature is in God’s sight, which followed
the new birth.

3rd. This new nature is quite, distinct from the
old——never amalgamates with it, never improves it,
and never sets it aside. Both natures remain to the
very end, until the Christian is changed at the
Lord’s coming, or until death. Yet he is entitled to
recognise only the new man as himself, and the old
as an enemy to be overcome.

\Ve will now meditate on the eternal life of the
Christian, which he possesses in Christ. The soul
is often feeble in this. There are often vague
thoughts of what eternal life is. One thinks it is
eternal blessedness ; another thinks it is heaven
when they die; another that it is future bliss, &c.
Eternal life is Christ! He is the life of every one
who has been born again. In God’s sight, man—-
the whole race—lay in moral death. I-Ie had a
purpose before the world was, to bestow eternal life
(Titus i. 2, 3). None had been entrusted before
Christ came to make this secret known. It was too
glorious a thing for God to tell through man, even
though he be a Moses or a David. It was reserved
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for His Son to disclose! He is the eternal life,
which was with the Father, and was manifested
unto us in the Son of ‘His love (1 John i. 1, 2). He
came down from heaven——became a Man upon earth,
and displayed before our eyes the virtues and
beauties of eternal life. It was characterised by
two features; i.e., complete dependence upon God,
and undivided obedience to Him. He was the bread
of God which came down from heaven to give life
unto the world. “Then He came, it brought out
that there was not one single principle that governed
the heart of man, that governed His; and not one
principle which governed the heart of Christ
governed the heart of man! His love was straitened
--for His love He had hatred and scorn ; a Man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief. Yet the mighty
love of God was pent up in the heart of that lowly
Man! He fO1111(l. no channel for it to flow in here,
and so He was straitened till He poured it out unto
death! God’s righteousness required that an end
be made before Him of the first man, that He
might, so to speak, be free to treat the race as dead
—gone out of moral existence before Him. The
Lord Jesus comes in and enters on the cross as the
victim, in divine and mighty love and grace, into
that scene of moral death where man lay. The
world was shrouded with a pall of judgment, and
no effort of man could cast ofl' or break through
the pall! He goes down into the scene. The pall
of judgment, like a shroud, enclosed the Blessed
One. He bears in His soul, on the cross, the
judgment of God which enshrouded the race—the
first man—and pours out His soul unto death, and
was numbered with the transgressors. He rises out
of the mighty waters, having exhausted their power,
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and established the righteousness of God-breaks
through the shroud which wrapped itself round
Him—annuls death-—destroys him who wielded its
p0W@1°; H8 Glllcrges from death and stands-the
last Adam——in His victory, in the majesty of I-Iis
resurrection, the fountain, the stem, and source of
life to every one who believes!

He is the last Adam——the Second l\Ian. The
history of the first man in God’s eye is ended
excepting the judgment of the lake of lire! Faith
believes this, and lives by the faith of the Son of
God. The believer knows he has the old-man in
him, but that in the mind of the Judge it has been
judged on the person of Clnistl His life is Christ
risen out from among the dead. It is hid with
Christ in God.

How feeble are our souls in this! I-Iow constant
is the recognition of the old man——some looking
for fruit from it still; some giving it a place in their
soul’s experience, hearkening to its unbelieving
suggestions; others giving it a place before God in
their religion; others too, looking for a status, a
recognition in the world for it again-—reviving the
man that God has swept out of His sight for
ever!

How glorious to know that there is but One Mari
alive before the living God !—One man on whom His
eye can rest with full eomplacency——One life which
fills the sphere to which it belongs with its beauty;
and that He is my life—the One in whom I live for
ever! This life is not in me—God hath given to us
eternal life, and this life is in Ifis Son I His Spirit,
through whom I» am born again, has communicated
this life to me, and united me with the Son of God
for ever! Oh, for the soul to gaze, and gaze, and



2-'1 THE NEW BIRTH.

take in His excellency; to breathe the air, so to
speak, where that life alone is; to draw down
the supplies from Him ; to live this life here
below, and thus rise superior to ea world and a scene
where there is not a breath of air but is detrimental
to its display: and yet to be sustained in vigour
and power in the midst of it all; to know experi-
mentally the power of the word, “ Christ liveth
in me ” !

Do you say, I have never experienced it—never
tasted its wondrous power, and yet I see ’tis
all true‘?

I have been reviving and recognising the old man—-
yielding to its dictates——hea1'ke11i11g to its unbelieving
suggestions——seeking a place of recognition for it in
this evil world-—supposing I could serve God with
it-—giving it a. place of recognition in all my practical
ways——obeying its lusts—its pride——its vanity——its
gratification; and now I find that one throb of its
whole being has never had recognition in God’s eye.
How a1n I to drink in the ‘excellence of this other
life, and live in its power ?

Well! this is not learned in a moment, yet it is
where God begins with us. All our exercises of soul
and conscience have been leading up to the conscious-
ness of that glorious level—the new creation in
Christ! but there it is where we have begun—-it is
there where God has begtm with us. \Vhen our
soul is consciously there, we are in the state in which
we should begin to put forth leaves and fruit, and
Christ be magnified in our body here below. -

Now the great point is this, Do you accept it jizlly
and wholly ; anal, by His grace, are you cletermiozecl to
have nothing else .9 This is the great thing, the
acceptrmce of it! People go to work to curb this
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propensity, and clip that folly: to give up this lust
a11d that vanity, in order to get into the consciousness
of this life. If they but once accepted a11d tasted it,
they would find that the things which minister to
the old nature are not looked for in heaven. They
would begin to hate the things and dread the
things which come in to interrupt the soul’s joy of
abiding in Christ. They would not be looking for
the scene around to minister to them; but they
would discern that they are down here, with the
sweetness of their own things flowing through their
hearts, to minister to it the life of Him who has
delivered them from it.

l\Iany a Christian here fails. He knows he is in
Christ before God, and wonders why he has not the
joy of it. Look at him in his daily life, and you will
find he is ministering to the old man; surrounding
himself with those things which fill his eye ; yielding
to those things that belong to him; nurturing those
desires and propensities which emanate from the
old man; giving it a place of recognition and re-
vival; taking it up again out of the death where
God has placed it; and all the while wondering why
he is not happy in Christ!

Oh, for the soul to be peremptory with itself
through His grace; to get the vision upon Christ
in the sense and acceptance that He is its life!
Worfld it not then be easy ? If you have known the
joy of this even for a moment—if ever you have
tasted its sweetness, you will rise above yourself
and everything around which would distract your
eye from Him. You would dread the encroachment
of aught which would turn your eye from Jesus, or
fill your heart and engage your mind to the displace-
ment of Him.

G
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May the Lord give His beloved people to know
this—to live, and move, and abide in Christ ; to
feed upon that death which severed your connection
from the whole scene—yourself included——that death
which was your deliverance from it, and which—fed
upon—sustains the severance, and links up the heart
to Him who died, and rose, and ascended into the
bright and blessed presence of God !
 

C H A P T E B. V.

WALKING IN THE SPIRIT.

\VB new come to look at the power of this eternal
life in Christ, which is possessed by the believer.

In Gal. ii., we find the language of one who has
experimentally accepted this wonderful portion. The
apostle writes, “. I am crucified with Christ,”—here
is the distinct and positive acceptance by faith, that,
in God’s sight, Paul the sinner existed no longer!
The unrighteous being’s existence had come to a
termination in the Cross! Grod’s righteousness de-
mands that the whole race of the first Adam, which
had revolted from Him, be ended judicially in His
sight. He couldno longer allow the umighteous thing
to continue. In love He provided a sacrifice which
would satisfy fully His demand. - In I-Iis gift of His
Son, He, expressed that love which was without
measure or end. “ In the end of the world ” His own
Son comes in—enters in grace, when His hour can1e,
into that terrible judgment to which the first man
became subject——He bears its fullest outburst—dies
—-and is buried. He is then raised up and glorified
of God, whose righteousness it was at once to set on



TI-IE NEW BIRTII. 27

I-Iis throne, the l\'Ian who had done so. He thus
brings to a judicial ending the whole race. Until
this was done God never gave man the place of death
—-never pronounced the sentence that man was
“dead in trespasses and sins.” \Ve read, “If one
died for all, then were all dead” (2 Cor. v. 1-<1-).
This was the state which Christ's death proved them
to be in. Here, then, is the unspeakable privilege
for faith’s acceptance, to know that I am dead!
It is not that God asks me to be better, but tells me
I am dead ! “Nevertheless, I live,” says Paul the
believer. “ Yet not I.” No! that sinful “ I ” is
swept away— gone for ever! “ But Christ liveth in
me.” Yes ! He has brought to an end, in God’s
sight and to faith's acceptance, the “ I ” that broke
my heart with its vileness ; and rose up out of judg-
ment, having doneso, the only life, the life of every
one who believes! “ And the life which I now live
in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of _ God,
who loved me and gave himself for me.” I-lere then
is the whole matter out, to the acceptance of faith:—
I live by an object—-I have my eye upon Him who is
my life in heaven ; the I-Ioly Ghost has come down,
and dwells in my body (1 Cor. vi. 19), linking me up
to Christ, and making good His life in me; so that
it is “ not I, but Christ liveth in me.”

The Holy Ghost, then, is the power of this life.
It is by the Holy Ghost, in the first instance, using
the water of the word, that the soul is born again.
The word, reaching the conscience, made the con-
science bad. But the water and the blood came out
of the side of a dead Saviour (John xix. 34.). The
blood purges the conscience, and makes it good. So
that he that believes ha.s got life out of the death of
the One who had borne, when He died, the judgment
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of God ; and who has Himself, as risen, become I-Iis
life. The Holy Ghost then makes good this life—-
Christ in the believer: “And if Christ be in you,
the body is dead because of sin (its only fruit), but
the Spirit is life because of our righteousness ” (Rom.
viii. 10)—the practical righteousness which flows
from this. This life is in resurrect-ion, at the other
side of death and judgment. It is Christ risen
who is the life in which we rejoice and live before
God.

New we have a principle in Scripture which we
but feebly apprehend. It is waiking in the Spirit.
We read, “\Valk in the Spirit, and ye shall not
fulfil the lust of the flesh” (Gal. v. 16) ; “ That the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit ” (Rom.
viii. 4., &c.). If we may characterize one thus walking
in the Spirit, it would be by saying, He has got
his eye solely upon Christ. The soul has got the
apprehension that Christ is its life, and that it is
united to Christ by the Holy Ghost. The Holy
Ghost, when ungrievecl, maintains the soul in
unbroken engagement with Christ Himself, who is the
life; and the Christian thus walks in the Spirit,
outside the flesh and what his evil nature loves and
lives in. The thoughts of Jesus—His lowliness and
meekness, gentleness, grace, separation from all evil
while surrounded by it in this evil world—the
tenderness of His gracious heart——the absence of
all living to self which was found in I-Iim—the moral
beauty, and grace, and mind of Christ, thus engage
the soul, which adoringly worships in the thought,
that I-1e is my life ! The result of all this is, that the
soul thus occupied is walking outside itself, outside
the flesh, in the life of another, by the Spirit. He
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walks in the Spirit, and no trace of His evil nature
appears. It is not that it is removed or changed;
but it is kept in the silence of death, where God has
graciously put it. It is not by efforts to reduce it to
order, and so to get the victory-——-a victory which
would only restore the flesh to its own importance and
recognition-—but by the engrossm ent and engagement
of heart with I-lim who is my life, outside of self
altogether. 'l‘hus the flesh is left in its true place—
dead, not made better.

I-Iow frequently does the Christian excuse himself
for failure, by pleading the fact that he has got
another nature” a horrible nature in him! How
frequent are the excuses which come up before the
soul! _b.eI3;'i-Ilse, forsooth, he has got two natures,
while in7p_ractice he should have but one.

The case of Stephen, in Acts vii., gives an example
of a man walking in the Spirit. In Acts i. 9, the
disciples gazed after the ascending Lord Jesus, till
a cloud received Him out of their sight; but they
saw nothing more. In the second chapter, when
the day of Pentecost had co1ne, the Holy Ghost
descended, and took up His abode in and amongst the
disciples. In the seventh chapter we find a man
“ full of the Holy Ghost, who looked up stedfastly into-
heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing
on the right hand of God” (v. 55). Here then is an
example of a man living and walking in the Spirit;
his eye is upon Christ. I-Iis testimony follows, as
suited to tl1ose around him (v. 56). This provokes
the enmity of the world, and they stone him with
stones; but so completely superior is he to their
murderous hate—so engrossed is he with Him who
is his life in heaven, that he is living as much in the
translated state here below as if he were there
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altogether. He is spending his last moments here
for Christ, without an anxiety or troubled thought
about himself. He is delivered unto death for Jesus'
sake, and the “life of Jesus,” is manifested in his
body (2 Cor. iv. 10). All the passions and resentment
of evil in his nature are so completely subdued that
they appear no more than if they had no existence
whatsoever.

How often we find souls trying to reduce to order
their evil nature in their own strength—true souls
too—conscious that it should be reduced to order in
God's sight, as before man! Many a long fruitless
life is spent thus—praying, perhaps, and mourning
over a nature which distresses and breaks the heart,
in the laudable effort to subdue its workings, and
quell its risings; but without eflect. The soul has
not apprehended the power to subdue it in anywise.
As one has said, “The flesh of man likes to have
some credit: it cannot bear to be treated as vile, and
incapable of good—to be excluded and condemned to
nothingness, not by e_fi"orts to annul itself, which
would restore it to all its importance; but by a work
that leaves it in its true nothingness, and that has
pronounced the absolute judgment of death upon it,
so that, convicted of nothing but sin, it has only to
be silent. If it acts it is only to do evil. Its place
is to be tleacl, not better. We have both right and
power to hold it as such, because Christ has died,
and we live in His risen life. He has Himself be-
come our life.” Rather should the soul turn away
in abhorrence of the evil thing, and get the eye
distinctly upon Christ. This is the normal oflice of
the Holy Ghost in the Christian, to keep the
soul engaged with Him—to give thoughts of
Jesus, and keep them flowing through the soul.
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His interests and engagements, aims and ends,
become those of the Christian who has His life: and
the result of engagement of heart with Christ is the
easy and natural subjugation of the evil thing. It
is treated with the non-recognition it deserves: its
desires, aims, and lusts are checked; they are held
in death and practical subjection; they are passed
by without recognition; and the soul drops easily
and happily into practical life in the Spirit. l\Iem-
bers are mortified; not by trying to mortify them,
but by the superior engagement with “ things above,
where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God”
(Col. It is “ through the Spirit" we “ mortify
the deeds of the body” (Rom. viii. 13); and
the consequence is that, instead of the continual
unhappy strife between the two natures, the flesh
“lusting against the Spirit, and the Spirit against
the flesh,” the Christian walks in the Spirit, and does
not fulfil them in anywise. Instead of the sad “ works
of the flesh,” the “fruit of the Spirit” is the easy
and natural outflow of that life which the believer
possesses in Christ—“love, joy, peace, long-sufler-
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper-
ance.”

“ If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit,” is the exhortation founded on the fact that
the Spirit is our life, connecting us with Christ-
“ And they that are Christ’s have erzwifiecl the flesh
with the passions and lusts.” The flesh has been
crueifiecl, and faith acts upon this wondrous privilege
and deliverance, and “walks in the Spirit," who is
the power of this eternal life. The good Lord give
Hg; people to know it, and practise it for His name’s
sa e! '
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C H A P T E R V I.
“IN THE L1enT."—conBBss1on.

THE question remains, what is the sphere and
measure of walk for the new man? It is a deeply
interesting one. May the Lord give us to appre-
hend it !

The blow of judgment which fell on God’s dear
Son on the cross, rent the veil which was between
God and the sinner. The same blow which disclosed
and expressed, at the same moment, the love and
the righteousness of God, removed for ever the sins
and sinful condition which shut out His people from
His presence. Thus the Christian who possesses
eternal life in Christ,-has been introduced into the
presence of God in light!

The sphere of his walk, then, is the presence
of Goal in the light! God has cleansed him, and
begotten him anew for such a sphere: and now the
standard and measure of his ways are nothing less
than the Light—within the "veil ! Everything incon-
sistent with God’s presence in the light is judged as
of the “old man;” thus the “new man” rejoices in
liberty, in the presence of God. He was “once
darkness,” now he is “light in the Lord ;” and the
exhortation is, “ Vilalk as children of light.” The
light makes manifest all that is not of God inhis
ways.

I/Vhat a wondrous measure is this! Yet the new
man rejoices that no less a standard is given of God.

Called into fellowship with the Father, and with
His Son Jesus Christ, h_ow could there be this
fellowship, except in the power of eternal life‘?

\
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Impossible. Fellowship is the proper issue and out-
going of eternal life. The Christian can walk in no
other place; he can have no other standard than
this. The life he possesses in Christ brings him to
the presence of God in light. The light does not
judge him, as questioning his title to be there. The
brighter the light the clearer the title is seen to be.
But the light makes him judge himself for all that
is inconsistent with it. \Vhen the flesh is at work
in one way or another (even if the action is purely
inward), if there is anything whatever that the
conscience ought to be exercised about, the soul is
not, cannot be, in the enjoyment of communion
with God in the light, because the effect of the light
is to bring the conscience into exercise. But when
the conscience has nothing that is not already
judged in the light, the new man is in action with
regard to God.

The possession of an evil nature never makes the
conscience bad in God’s presence. It is only when
it is at work in any way, that then the conscience
becomes defiled. The cloud is felt, preventing the
soul’s enjoyment of communion in the light. Here
then comes in God’s blessed dealing with that which
is made manifest in His presence, where there is
failure in our ways as Christians. It is the advocacy
of Christ, which, when exercised, bows the heart in
self=j_udg1nent and confession of sins. Just as a man

R-hisdress soiled or in disarray, enters a room
full of light and mirrors, and instinctively arranges
his dress—-the light discovers whatever was astray;
so one cannot help confessing when, in the light,
there is the slightest.soil, anything which the light
reveals: “For whatsoever doth make manifest is
light ;” and God is “faithful and just to forgive us
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our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”
(1 John i. 9).

Alas! when the sinful nature is yielded to, and
permitted to appear in the shape of “sins” the
conscience is defiled and unhappy, the Spirit is
grieved; and the more sensitive the conscience, the
more keenly it feels the stain. Here it is that we
learn what has produced this bowing of the heart and
conscience before God about the sin. The advocacy
of Christ has been in ea:ercise—-not because I have
repented of the sin, and judged myself about it, but
because I had sinned, and it needed that my soul
should be bowed because of the failure before the
Lord. A living person—Jesus—deals by His word
and His Spirit with my heart and conscience, makes
me feel the sin, and bows my heart in confession to
Him who is “ faithful and just to forgive,” and “to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” It is, “ If any
man sin (not “repent of his sin”), we have an Advo-
cate with the Father” (1 John ii. 2). He forgives
the sin, and cleanses the heart from the remembrance
of that which had caused the sorrow and distress of
sou . '

True confession is a deep, deep, painful work in
the soul. It has not merely to do with the actual
failure, but with the root of the matter, which,
unjudged, had produced the sin. Peter’s case, in
John xxi., gives an illustration of this dealing of
Christ, when he needed a sense of his sin not here-
tofore possessed. Peter had “wept bitterly” over
the sin (his denial of Christ), yet the roots were
unreached, and liable to break forth again. The
Lord deals with him——not charging him with the
sin, or even making mention of it. “Lovest thou
me more than these?” Hast thou still that over-
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weening confidence in thyself? For he had boasted
that if all others would deny Him, yet he would not.
The Lord did not look to the stream, but to the
source; He laid it bare, exposed it to Peter's heart
and conscience. The root was reached, a11d all was
out before His eye. The spring was laid open.
judged, and dried up. Blessed dealing of One who
loves us perfectly, and cares too much for us to spare
us when we need to learn ourselves! Nothing
charged upon us, as imputed to us, but nothing
allowed——to allow it were 11ot love—were not God.
The heart adores Him when it sees His ways! But
oh, how little do souls profit by Irlis ways!
By-and-by it will be seen l1ow He had vindicated
His own care—and how the exercised souls profited
by them, and the careless ones lost by the way.

How wonderful is the place, the calling, the
sphere of walk, of the Christian! “Talking in the
Spirit, outside flesh and sel_f, in and by the life of
Jesus, the light ' of God's presence its sphere,
where no soil of sin, no spirit of the world can ever
come. His whole being is open and simple in I-llis
presence; finding no motive for concealment from
I-Iim now, even if such were possible ; God Himself
the resource of the heart, against all that is within.
Thus the " light” is “ armour to the soul." It learns
to be peremptory with itself, in refusing all that is
not of God : it thus walks in the joy of uninterrupted
fellowship with Him. It has the consciousness, too,
of being well pleasing to Him. The eye is not
turned inward to look for fruits there, but outward
and upward to Him. It lives by another. Christ is
before the soul distinctly and unclistracteclly. Flesh
is detected in its roots-—the fruits need not appear
to learn what it is. It is seen as that which would
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break the communion and separate the heart from
the joy of walking with God, and is refused. Things
around are seen in their true value. The soul grows
in His presence—not as contemplating its growth,
but as not having yet attained, or being already per-
fected, in full and actual conformity to Christ in
glory, it presses on towards the mark for the prize
of its high calling of God in Christ.

Beloved Christian reader, we l1ave got a life which
connects us with heaven now, but which is to be
displayed while we are here on earth. \Ve have
members to mortify, but no recognised life below
(Col. It is fashioned in us by the putting of of
se§f‘—living in the denial and non-recognition of self.
Its issues and outgoings are only those which God
can own. The life of Jesus here was a life of perfect
dependence, of undivided obedience; His perfect will
was surrendered-—“ not my will, but thine be done.”
He is our life—“He that is joined unto the Lord
in one Spirit.” His words tell us what He was when
here—they were Iiimselfl They are they by which
we live; they form and fashion us in conformity to
Him. When we are not formed by them, we are
checking the outgoings of _0u'r Z1fe——stuJ1ting' our
growth up to, and in, Christ!

The Lord give us, with steady growth, to go
on from day to day, growing in grace and in the
knowledge of Him, the life within us springing
up to its source, in the brightness of the Father’s
presence where He is, until we are fully conformed
to_H1m, spirit, and soul, and body, and are with
H1m for ever! Amen.
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