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WI"IAT IS TIIE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
TIIE COBTING [';rapova'ra,] OF 0I'IRIST TO
RECEIVE TITS SAINTS AND TITS APPEAR-
.ING |:e1r¢(/)(u/cm,:| IN GLOR1T ‘VITII TPIEM.

IT has been supposed that the word of God affords very
little, if any, direct proof in support of tl1e idea. of any
real difference between these two events; andithat all
that can be offered in its favour is in the way of infer-
ence of a rather loose and uncertain character.

The aim of this paper will be to show that we have
as full a11d as complete evidence in its behalf as can be
produced for almost any Scriptural truth.

This evidence is of three kinds :-—
1st. That of direct statement.
2ndly. That of fair and legitimate inference.
3rdly. That of the general consent and harmony of

Scripture with it; whilst such systems of interpreta-
tion as do not admit of it, are utterly irreconcilable
with many of its well-known principles, and involve a.
violation of the divine order which pervades it.

This being done, it will appear that the supposition
alluded to above, arises either from this evidence not
having been brought into sufficient prominence and
stated with sufficient clearness; or its not having re-
ceived from Christians generally the attention and
consideration it deserves, whether from inadvertence,
-or, perhaps, in some cases, from want of proper appre-
-ciation of the truth. '

This evidence will be adduced, not necessarily in the
order above given, but as it presents itself naturally in
the Scriptures treated of; and the reader will judge
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for himself to which 11ead.@a,¢11 arguinent properly
l)elo1i0‘s.’* .

T112 inquiry itself is evideiitly of the _11l.111lOSlZ»‘ 11111-_
portaiice to the Church of (rod; _as, upon £0t11°£1)"
which the word of God gives to 1t,_ depend o ‘Uln-
position and duty of the Church whilst ll01G.O11 car 1.
If her absent Lord may return at any hour oi l1lOll1t.1ll3,.
and this is really I811; by the sou1.ifi<1~=11*=_>* 0? 11<1'=“"» is
I-Iim (and, if that is wanting, the fear of being founp.
unprepared) will dispose to watchfulness until He comes.
Whei'eas, if a variety of events are revealed as inter-
veiiing previously, the fulfilment of which i'eiiclei's it
impossible the Lord should conie_for a considerable
period of time, He will iiot_ be waited for in the sanie
way; His coming will be viewed as at some distance,
and the practical effect of that uncertain_ty _upon the
mind, which the Lord Himself so often insists upon,
will be very much weakened if not destroyed. No
one, if told that seven years or more must elapse before-
the Lord’s return, would feel it to be the same thing,
or as necessary to be prepared, as if warned that He
might return before the dawn of another day. Hence
the power of this expectation to separate from the
‘W01‘ld, to fix the heart on heavenly things, or to com-
fort it in sorrow, is certainly greatly enfeebled.

If this consideration is carefully weighed, it will go~
a long way towards making those who regard with
reverence the expressed directions and commands of
the Saviour, mistrustful of any system of interpreta-
tion which of necessity puts His coming at a distance-
Nothing can be clearer than His exhortations to His-

‘ Some of the statements will, perhaps, at first sin-ht ap ear to
assume what has yet to be established. This arises cfroiii it? b 'a B111g
almost impossible, when treating of subjects whi h fc orm parts of a:
whole, to handle them so as to avoid involving other parts which
have n t 'f h 0 _previously been considered. In this case, the evidence
or w at is apparently taken for granted, will be found at gomg

subsequent page.
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-disciples to watch and to be always on the look-out for
llis return, at whatever time of the night, i.e., of this
_p1-cscnt period, it inight occur. Again and again
I*Ie presses on them that they should be “like unto

"2110-11 that wait for their lord, when he will return
‘from the wedding;” that when He cometli and knock-
eth, they may open unto Him immediately-—- e.g.,
“ Blessed are those servants whom the Lord, when
I-Ic conieth, shall find watching . . . . And q’/'IIe shall
<_:om.e in the secoml watch, or come in the thi-rcl watch,
and find them so, blessed are those servants.” (Luke xii.
136--—-‘J8; hilatt. xxv. 1-—13, &c.) The moment the
servaiit began to say in his heart, “ l\Iy lord delayeth
his coming,” he became negligent and unfaithful in the
discharge of his duties; (Luke xii.; hfatt. .\.:xiv.;) and
the whole Church, in the parable of the wise and foolish
virgins, is represented as only recovering its true posi-
tion, though it had originally set out with the thought
of meeting the Bridegroom, when it is re-awakened to
this blessed expectation, by the cry, “~ Behold. the Bride-
groom conieth, go ye out to meet Him 1” (Matt. xxv.)

In the epistles, the saints are invariably presented,
in accordance with these directions, as incessantly look-
ing for Jesus to come again. “ Ye turned to God from
idols,” says the Apostle Paul, iii writing to the Thes-
salonians, “ to serve the living and true God, and to
wait for his Son from heaven.” (1 Tliess. i. 9, 10.)
To those, also, at Philippi he writes, “ Our citizenship
is in heaven, from whence we look for the Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ.” (Phil. iii. 20-) Such was their
expectation, and such their position, as described by the
-apostle himself in these and many other passages.
Does it seem consistent with this to suppose, that they
I-were anticipating the previous fulfilment of all the
scenes of judgment described in the Apocalypse-the
return of the Jews to their own land—their establish-
~=.::nent thei'e;—the manifestation and rule of Antichrist,
r£l.I'ld. the seven years the Jewish nation has to pass
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through in connexion with hiin—-besides other events,
too numerous to be mentioned here? \Vould that be
looking for Him from heaven; and could they be said
to be doing so, if they had to wait for the successive
unfolding of all these events ere they could possibly see
Him again ? These are questions which we should
ask at the very threshold of this inquiry, before we
allow ourselves to entertain any views so subversive of
the evident intentions and directions of our blessed
Lord and His apostles.

W'e will proceed to examine some passages which
may throw furtlier light upon these points.

\Vhen about to leave His disciples to return to the
Father, our _blessed Lord told them (John xiv.) that
He was going to prepare a place for them in His
Father’s house; and gave them the cheering promise.
that if He did so, He would come again and receive
them to Himself, that where He was they might be
also. This was to fix their hopes, and fill their liearts
with desire; they were to have a home, but it was to be
HIP Olgn _1i°111e_» P1‘@pa1'ed also by Himself, and to be
:1n.]°§’€1 wit i Him \ll1C2S0 love was about to prociiietlieni

iis essed place in it. It was not with the displav
and iglory of the kingdom that Jesus here sought. to
cppi opt them, but with something far more sweet and
:nC_iat<i1;Y:<|%?t<€hthe iienewed heart. It ‘was to the Father

a ei s iouse that Jesus Hnnself was °‘OlIl°‘
as H6 says, “ Ivhither I go, ye know, and the ivihy
know; and whither I go, thou canst not follow me noiv -
but thou shalt follow me afterwards.” And this is flu;
place to which He pledges Himself to coine and 1;a1;e
them. There is nothing here about 1‘(?,i0~]1ino~ 0' . H
earth, though that we know will t'il'e cl O 1 VG} '18
season; but the comincr of th LC P ice a $0.111 Ii-’S. ’ _ 0 6 oid foi the saints 1Sput in clear and definite connexion with their 1'en10va]_
to the Father’s house, and His coming is for the a,¢¢om_.
plishment of that pur ose- s th t ' ' -'
blessed event we musi.) leaiie iioomafolrn thaifon o
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the saints to the Father-’s house, as the first act which
the Lord has given us in connexion with His return.

If the fullilment of their expectation does not take
place at once, it must be asked, “ \/Vhen and how can
it be accomplished, seeing it is not certainly a momen-
tary thing, is it to be indefinitely postponed, or are we
to reign over the earth, and exercise the dignities we
possess as sons, before being presented to the Father as
the children He has loved—-before we enjoy the home
which is to be common to us, and to Jesus, for ever ?”
\\'hat moment can be found so suitable as this with
which it is here associated, if, indeed, any other can
be found at all before the millennium is terminated?
Certainly the language used by the Lord would naturally
lead us to expect that we shall at once be taken to our
home on His return, and that He comes to take us
there, and not merely up into the air, and down again
to the earth, without going there at all.

The further examination of Scripture will show, that
what is here only intimated, is elsewhere expressed with
great distinctness. In 1 Thessalonians iv. 15-17 the
Lord is said to descend from heaven into the air with a
shout ;’-‘i and from thence He summons His saints, the dead
and the living to join Him, who, being raised and changed
respectively, are caught up together in the clouds; and
united as one body, ascend above them to meet Him
who has called them, and who awaits them in the air.
The words here used, “ to meet the Lord in the air,”
do not imply anything more than that the desire and
action are mutual. He has descended from heaven for
us, and we ascend to Him, attracted by His blessed

* The word here translated “ shout,” (xeAeva',ua,) is a military
term, and signifies the word of command which a general gives to
his troops. It is accompanied by the voice of the archangel and
the trump of God, which last is not for the living inhabitants of
the world, but to raise the sleeping saints from their graves, “ '1.‘he
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and
we shall be changed.” (1 Cor. xv. 52.)
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presence, and quickened by His power. \Ve learn from
this, that the Lord remains in the air whilst these
things are taking place, and until the whole Church
has reached Him.

Here, then, is nothing but what has reference to the
saiiits-—iiotliiiig that indicates His appearance to the
world, or His actings towards it—-nothing of His com-
ing with clouds or flaming fire, or even of accompanying
angels. There is no trace of any descent to the earth,
or that He has anything in view at this moment but
His saints and their removal. The Holy G-host only
adds, “ So shall we ever be with the Lord.” Our
future is lost in that of the blessed Saviour, who has
thus come from heaven to call us up to Himself, that so
we might ever be 'with. Him. \Vhere He will be subse-
quently we learii from other scriptures.

This heavenly event having taken place, the apostle
proceeds quite in a dififerent strain, and as if opening
quite another subject, (chap. v. 1, &c.): “ But of the
times and seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I
write unto you.” \Vhy not, if these relate to the ful-
filnient of their hopes’? Had not the Lord, when on
earth, taught His disciples to pay particular regard to
the progress of events on the earth; events, moreover,
connected with the ushering in the day of the Lord,
which is here in question, and making use of the very
same language in describing its suddeniiess, and the
judgment that would accompany it? Of the “ times
and seasons ” the Lord then gave full explanation, and
called their careful attention to them, that they mi<»"ht
watch the successive steps which indicate the near hp-
proach of the time of their deliverance. The wars and
rumours of wars-—the abomination of desolation-the
time of unequalled trouble—the signs in the heavens-—
all these things (as the budding of the figtree shows that
summer 1S nigh) are to tell them that the time is draw-
ing near for the manifestation of the Son of man. But
here the apostle will not dwell upon such i'l'llI1o'3 as he

D 7
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would surely have done had they concerned them; he
does not engage them to watch the times and seasons,
for they are to be satisfied with knowing the general
"fact of the \vay in which the day will appear—-for this
‘reason, that they are the children of the light and of
the (Z<z3/, and belong not to the night, nor to the darkness
of this world, which the day comes to judge and dis-
perse. Forming apart of the day which comes from
heaven upon the earth, it cannot come without them,
still less can it overtake them. So in lvlatthew xiii.
they are said to “ shine forth as the sun,” which brings
the day with it, reflecting the glory of Christ in the
l;i11g"(lo11"i of their Father.*‘-" How" different is this
thought from that of slowly and painfully watching the
gradual approach, by the progressive fulfilment of the
events which precede it. It cannot break upon them
as it will upon this world; nor can it appear without
them, for they form part and parcel of it: and when it
"unfolds its brightness, they are seen as part of that
light which it displays; and that this may be the case,
they must previously be removed, or it would appear
without them, and they would be overtaken by it.

No wonder the apostle should think. it suficient to
say, instead of entering upon the times and seasons,
“ Ye are not in darkness, that that day should overtake
you as a thief ; ye are all the children of the light and
the chz'lcZa'en of the clay.” He could not have put in a
stronger or more striking light, the groundlessness of
their fears, that they should be overtaken by the day
when it came; for all that constitutes the day could
not be confounded with the earth and its inhabitants

* This clitference may be further illustrated by comparing this
passage with what is stated in Malachi: “ Unto you that fear my
name, shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his
wings.” The glorified saints who accompany the Lord when He
comes form a part of the rays of His glory, and shine forth like the
-rays of the sun when it appears, forming a part of its light, whilst
it shines upon those who are on the earth, who also, being there,
must wait the gradual dawning of the day.
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on Whom ii; dawns, nor the light with the darkness,
day with. night, heaven with the earth, or the sun_with
what it shines upon. The language he employs 1s far
more forcible than it would have been had he entered
into details of events that had transpired previously;
‘nor was that needful after the explanation in the pre-
ceding chapter concerning their removal.

He gives only the grand conclusion of the wl1olc in
the day of the Lord, and what the place of the saints
will be in that day. It is remarkable that the Lord
Himself, in like manner, after Ifis resm-rect2'0n._. refuses
to enter i11to the question of the times and seasons with
His disciples, (Acts i. 6-—11,) though He tells them of
the descent of the Holy Ghost, and the "testimony they
were to bear upon earth in His behalf. The words to
which this refusal is the reply are also very important,
as they show us to what these “times and seasons”
relate. The disciples ask, “ \Vilt thou at this time
restore again the l:z'n_(/(Zorn to Israel ?” He answers,
“ It is not for 3/ou to know the times and the seasons
which the Father hath put in his own power,” thus
distinctly connecting the times and the seasons with
the restoration of the kingdom to Israel; and, at the
same time, that He will not enter upon the progress of
events on earth, which are to bring about the kingdom,
they are directed to look forward to the moment when
He shall “ come in like manner as they had seen him
go into_ heaven.” Of this, which relates to themselves,
and_ His return for_them, they are informed; whilst
their 1nqu1ry_respect1ng the setting up of His earthly
government 1n connexion with Israel is left unanswered
——thus d_1st1ng111sl11ng clearly enough these two events.

How _1s 1t, we may ask, that the Lord’s instructions
after HIS re.surrect1o11 dlffer so widely from those tlmt
went before 1t ? and that He says now to His disciples,
1n words not to be mistaken, “ It is not for you to know
the times and the seasons ?" How is 11; that the
Apostle Paul pursues the same line of instruction, and",
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though giving the Thessalonian saints full information
about the translation of the Church and its heavenly
hopes, considers it superfluous for him to write to them
about the times and the seasons? The reason is this:
that to be taken to heaven, and to enjoy our blessing
there, we do not need any fulfilment of the times before
appointed, and accomplishment of the counsels of God

I

respecting the earth; whilst those whose expectations-
are connected with the establishment of the kingdom
on earth, and the blessing it will be brought into, must
wait and watch till Israel and the earth have gone
through all their appointed trials. That kingdom cannot
be set up till Antichrist is overthrown, and the entire
course of events predicted to happen on earth has run
out. Hence, as a result of having earthly hopes,
(which in the case of those converted after the removal
of the Church are quite legitimate,) they must go
through all the time of the closing sorrows of the
earth; nor can their deliverance come before. In con-
sequence of this, whilst all these signs are given for
their guidance, and they are directed to look out for
them one after the other, and comfort themselves by
their progressive fulfilment, there is not one single
passage, after the descent of the Holy Ghost to form
the Church, from Acts to Re-velation, inclusive, which
directs those who compose it to wait for those signs;
but, on the contrary, the only allusions made to them,
as we have seen, either say they are not intended for
them, or turn their attention from them, as not being.
the concern of saints, whose hopes are heavenly.

No right-minded Christian would think it strange
that the Church should at any time be called upon to
suffer for the name of Christ. The word of God
everywhere presents such suffering as a privilege-—an
honourable distinction for those that are called to it.
But to have to pass through the trouble which comes
upon the world, in consequence of its unbelief and re-
jection of the Son of God, is quite another thing. The
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great tribulation foretold, is the divine visitation for
this fearful sin. From the beginning of the creation,
the word of God tells us there has been nothing like it,
-nor ever will be. (l\'Iark xiii. 19, 20; hiatt. xxiv. 21,
22.) For the sake of those elect persons who are to
-enjoy the blessing of the earth under the peaceful rule
of Christ, the days are shortened, or no flesh would be
saved. In Revelation xii. 10, 12, the saints above re-

_joiee that the accuser of their brethren is cast down, and
add, “ “Toe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea !
for the devil is come down to you, having great wrath,
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.”

Is it a privilege to pass through this “woe,” inflicted
on thosewho have, for the sake of the enjoyment of this
world, preferred its prince to Christ, and have voluntarily
submitted to be misled by him? Is it not far happier
to be with those who are rejoicing in heaven, and
.-anticipating at this moment Satan’s final overthrow?
Doubtless, the Church has failed in many things,
-especially in maintaining the glory of the $011 of G-Cod,
and in waiting for His return from heaven. But that
she should have to go through the hour of the world’s
tribulation, because it has rejected, and still continues
"to reject, the Saviour, would be, notwithstandin0* her
failure, a thought unworthy of Him with whom slice has
"to do, and to whom she belongs. \Veak and errin 0' as
she is, she has assuredly believed in Him, loved I-Iim
and owned Him as her Lord; whilst the world has

~=refused either to trust Him or to submit to Him
Besides, the deplorable state to which the few saints whd
survive the dreadful persecution ofAntichrist are reduced
would render it anything but desirable that the Church
-should be on earth during this period. If the da s
were not shortened, “ no flesh would be saved -" becmge
iniquity abounds, the love of many waxes dold ' and
ifinally, the Lord says Himself, though the .S3.i11ts :.i.re to
be avenged speedily, yet, “when the Son of man comet-,h
shall he find faith on the earth?” To such a condition:
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then, are the few remaining saints brought, that faith is
almost extinguished. This language seems quite to for-
bid the thought of her being there, for it would imply that
Christ would find spiritual life at the lowest state of dc-
pression,and scarcely have any Church to come for, an idea
quite at variance with the teaching of other scriptures, as
1\’Iatthew xxv. 1-3, and elsewhere, and utterly irreconcil--
able with tlie fact of the presence of the Holy Ghost, down
hcre_ in the Church), who coiitiiiues with_ her_ so longas
she is on earth. Lut the positive promise given in the
address to the Church at Philadelphia, settles abso-
lutely this point beyond all possibility of question:
“ ]3et-ause thou. hast kept the word of my patience, I also
will heep thee from the hour of temptation which shall
conic upon all the world, to try them that cZweZZ upon the"
earth.” This is a specific declaration, that, as the re-
ward of waiting for Him, the Church should be kept
from that grievous affliction of the world ; and not only
from it, but from “the hour” when it comes upon it.-
Tliis cannot be but by her translation before its inflic-
tion. If she is on earth, she would evidently be in
“the hour,” even if she could be sheltered from the-
suffering-—a thing scarcely possible from the position
of the Church while on earth and the prevalence of the
judgment, which is declared to be universal. But the
promise is distinctly that the Church shall be kept‘
from “ the hour” of its occurrence, which is far more,
and involves evidently her removal beforehand.

In the book of the Revelation, we are naturally led
to seek for evidence respecting the place and condition
of the Church during the period in question-whether
she isin heaven or on earth-—whether risen and glori-
fied or still expectant; and also what character is borne
by the saints who are alive on the earth at this time.

A well-known division of the contents of the book
is given in chapter i., when the apostle is told to write:
1st, “ the things that he has seen ;" 2ndly, “ the things
that are r.” 3rdlv. “ the things that shall be after these



14: Hccpovala (MICZ E?'rc(]')am:irz.

'things” (iie-.-a. -mum). “ The things that he has seen,”
"refer evidently to the vision of chapter i.; “ the things
that are,” to the seven Churches that are addressed by
"the Lord; and “ the things that shall be after these
tliings,” to the more distinctly prophetic part of the
'book, from chapter iv. to the close of it; the warrant
for the application of these two last divisions being
"found in chapter ~iv. 1, “ Come up hither, and I will
~shew thee the things which must be after these things ;”
for it is obvious that, since the last head commences
with chapter iv., “ the things that are” can only apply
"to the immediate chapters and their contents. If these
expressions, and the use the Holy Ghost makes of
them, are weighed, some light will be thrown on the
-divisions of the book to which they are applied, and
which they are intended to characterize. “ The tliiiivrs
that are," expressing the condition of the Church whilcst

--on earth, unfold successive stages of its history durin<r
the present period. And though that may not ll?)
evident_ at first sight, yet, from the character of the
fcxpression, “ the things that are," and from that which
follows, “ things which shall be after these things ” its
application to the state of the Church on eaiith, can
hardly be doubted. Such a designation as “ the things
that are,” including, as it does, in the natural Tllefllllffo‘
-of the words, all that has an important existence in thte
miiicl of Christ on earth, would scarcely be used to
frepresent only these few churches in a small province
-of Asia M;noi'; so that it seems needful to give it some
wider bearing. Added to this, all futurigts and to
such chiefly this inquiry is addressed apply chzi ter iv
-et seq., to what is yet future, and believe that [the ful’
filment of the rest of the book, i. e. “ the tliino-5 tlmt a .-
to be after these,” has not yet cbmmenceda This 1-:5:
-qui res the signification that has been assigned to “ the
things that are,” as descriptive of the coffdition of th B
Church, or “ the things that are to be after them” woulg
'have no meaning; for the words would be quite inap-
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propriate if the long interval of time which has existed
between the original condition of the seven churches
and the yet future fulfilment of the rest of the book
were to intervene. Now, it is clear, that if there is
this difference in these two parts of the book, as ex-
pressed iii “ the things that are, and the things that
shall be after them,” they cannot co-exist. \Vhilst
“ the things that are” are going on, “ the things that
are to be after them” cannot have begun. It is only
when the first state of things has ceased that the other
can be accomplished. “ The things that are” must
have closed; and the Church can, therefore, be no longer
on earth when chapter iv. opens. And this we shall find
liarnionizes with the remaining portion of the book.

In chapters iv. v., before the seals are opened, or any
of the subsequent judgments inflicted, the saints are
seen in the place for which God has destined them, in
the counsels of His grace, under the figure of the
twenty-four elders.

They are seated on thrones, around the throne of
God, as kings and priests, in white raiment, and wearing
crowns of gold on their heads. In chapter v. they have
in addition, harps and vials full of odours; they sing
the praises of Him who has redeemed them out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and they
anticipate a reign over the earth, which is yet future.
All this marks them out as the Church. They are clearly
not souls, for souls cannot sit on thrones or wear crowns;
and when souls are spoken of in this book, they are dis-
tinctly specified as such; (chap. vi. 9, &c.;) they are
risen and glorified saints, in the full possession of that
glory and those privileges which Christ, in His love,
has purchased for them.
' It is, however, supposed by some, that this beautiful

scene is anticipative. Of what is it anticipative? we
would ask. Of something that will really take place,
or not ? \Vithout doubt, it will be replied, to be literally
fulfilled, as it is here given. If so, how, and where,
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and when, if not at that point of time, in the order of
events, when it is related? How can the saints behold
the Lamb take the book, which He is to open, out of
the hand of Him that sat on the throne-—how can they
praise Him when He does so, and as being worthy to
open these seals-—-if they are not in heaven to witness
this act, and never get there till all the seals have been
opened, and the judgments they occasion have been
accomplished? How, again, it may be asked, do they
take their place in heaven on these thrones, and look
forward to the reign of the saints over the earth, if they
are to be translated after Christ has left heaven, having
previously opened all the seals, and instead of returning
with Him there, only join Him on His way to the earth,
when He descends to reign, and judge, when all that is
here represented as taking place, is long passed ‘.7 “There
is there room, in such an idea, for the fulfilment of what
is here prefigured,,in such a way as shall carry out the
terms in which it is described ?

These considerations will make it sufficiently appear"
—-as it is most simple and natural from the narrative to
suppose, and as the only way in which the passage can
really be fulfilled—-that the Church has been already
translated to heaven, and taken her place there, to wit-
ness from thence the judgments that are being poured"
out on the earth, before she accompanies Christ when
He comes to reign. Other passages might be adduced
from the body of the book in support of this view, but
the most striking will be found in chapter xix. There,
upon the overthrow and judgment of the woman, who
is the apostate counterfeit of the Church, the marriage
of the Lamb is described as taking place in heaven,
with the marriage supper, and the blessing of those
who are called to it, the Bride, the Lamb’s wife, having
niade herself ready, and being suitably apparelled foi-
ft. Agaln we may ask, how can this be, if she is not
1n heaven and has not yet been taken there ‘I It cannot
take place wlnle she 1s on earth, and absent from Christ;
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nor is there any opportunity for the fulfilment of what
is here represented, if she only meets Christ after He
has commenced His descent to reign. Besides, we
should then have the strange anomaly of a Bride invested
with the dignities and honours which belong to her arr
such, and displayed in the exercise of them, before shu
is in the enjoyment of the relationship from which they
all spring; reigning with Christ as His Bride before
she has been united to Him, and taking her place with
Him in public glory before she has tasted those per-
sonal joys and rights which His own love l1as given her
in lrlilllself.

But the verses that follow afford us most conclusive
proof to the contrary, and that the Church is in heaven
at this time. The apostle sees “heaven opened,” and
Christ coming forth in triumph to judge under the
figure of the rider on the white horse; and, he adds,
“ the armies which were in heaven followed Him upon
white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.”
“Te know that these are the saints who thus share in
the triumph of Christ, by their being clothed with white
linen, which has just before been declared to be the
righteousness of the saints, and with which it was
granted to the Bride to be arrayed previous to the
marriage. It is certain that the saints could not follow
Christ out of heaven, which is thus opened to make way
for their descent, if they were not in it, and had not
been before translated to it. So that, had we no other
passage to bring forward, this is of itself sufficient to
establish that an interval of time must exist between
the removal of the Church and its return with Christ to
judge and to reign, during which interval it is in heaven.

It must be evident to any one who believes in a.
future fulfilment of the scenes described in Revelation
iv.-—xix., that the present employment of Christ is not
that of opening seals, which bring down the judgments
of God on those dwelling on the earth, nor are they like
it; that action marks a period when there is an entire

B
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change in the divine proce_durc—the _graee of God in
the gospel is no longer flowing out as it does now; but
all that comes from the throne of Cod is judgment, or
proclamation of judgment. God is about to _tal<_e pos-
session of the earth, and, before doing so, inflicts all
these visitations on those who have despised His grace,
accompanied with warniiigs of the personal advent of
the Son of man. Hence, the testimony that is borne is
no longer to the absolute grace of God towards sinners,
but to God’s claims upon the earth, which He is about
to enforce in the person of Christ, and to which tliese.
judgments witness. From this arises, in a great mea-
sure, the persecution which the servants of God have to
undergo, and which this book relates; for, whilst the
gospel, proclaimed whilst the Church is on earth,
testifies of God’s love to the sinner, and that He is
gathering out a people for heaven, leaving in abeyanee
the title or rights of Christ to this earth, the declara-
tion that God is about to take possession of it, with the
accompanying signs of His doing so, arouses all the
enmity of the natural heart of man against God; as of
old, when Christ was present, they said, “ This is the
heir; come, let us kill Him, and the inheritance shall
be ours.” In other words, the dealing of God and of
Christ being changed, the moment He takes the book
and begins to open the seals, a corresponding change
takes place in the character of the testimony borne,
and its effect upon the minds of men who hear it. So
much is this the case, that, as the effect of opening one
of the seals, men call on the mountains and rocks to
fall on them, and hide them from the face of Him that
sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.
At the present moment, it is the grace of the Lamb
and the blood of the Lamb, that are in activity, and the
Holy Ghost is proclaiming, and by no means that which
expresses the wrath of the Lamb.

Whilst alluding to this book, it_wi11 be useful to
-examine more particularly who the saints are which are
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on earth during the course of its judgments, and what
are their distinguishing features.

It should be remarked that throughout the whole of
the more prophetic part of the book, from chapter vi.
to xviii. inclusive, the Church is never named, nor are
‘the saints on earth ever addressed or alluded to under
that designation. On the contrary, those distinctions
of -few and Gentile, which are obliterated on our be-
coming inenibers of the Church, the body of Christ,
conic again into view.

Those who are sealed in chapter vii. are of the tribes
of Israel. There are saints represented in chapter xi.
as worsliippiiig in the iemple and at the altar, which are
zneasured to show that they are, to a certain extent, set
apart for God, and He again accepts worship in con-
nexion with them, which certainly must be Jewish.
The court without the temple is given into the hands
of the Gentiles, who tread under foot Jerusalem, now
again regarded as “ the holy city,” whilst the woii1aii"""
(the Jewish nation) and her seed are the special subjects
of prophetic interest and testimony; (chap. xii. ;) all
this confirming the idea that the Church is gone, and
showing us that the current of the election and dealings
of God has set in towards His ancient people, who,
since God has begun to take them up again, become, in

' 7consequence, the objects of Satan s enmity and attack.
But the moral characteristics of these persons yet more
clearly define who they are. In chapter vi. they cry
for judgment, and that God “avenge their blood” on
their perse_cutors. As it is the utterance which the
Holy Ghost puts in their lips, these feelings, and their
-expression, must be according to the mind of God,-or

‘* It is obviously inconsistent to regard the woman as the Church;
;for she brings forth the man child, (Christ,) who is to rule all
nations with a rod of iron, and is caught up to the throne of God;
whilst of Israel it is distinctly said, “of whom as concerning the
flesh Christ came.” Her symbols are those of earthly authority
and dominion. (Gen. xxxvii. 9.)
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the Spirit of God would never thus indite and record’.
‘l;hQ11], It is now the day of grace, “ the accepted time,
the dav of salvation.” And, in consequence, this prayer
wouldibe unfit for us, and as contrary to the W111 OF
God now as it will be suitable then, \yh_en “ the door is
is shut," and the time of lOllg‘—S1lil0l‘lllg‘, grace, and
patience passed away. _Simi_lar features are expressed
in the parable of the unjust judge, where the saints of
that period are presented under the figure gf a widow,
who cries, “ Avenge me of mine €tCl\L(3l‘.?3l‘%' ;n 11ll(11l&0l%
this the Lord thus comments: “ la nt s ia no or
avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto
him, though he bear long with them ?" The language
here used cannot be christian, as it would be totally‘
unsuitable in the lips of those who are taught to love
their eneinies, and to pray for those who despitefully
use them and persecute them. The Church has no-
need to cry for her enemies to be destroyed in order to
enjoy her blessings, for she is to be taken up to heaven
out of the reach of all; but those who are to have their
portion on the earth must look for the overthrow of
their adversaries, both for their own deliverance, and
also in order that the kingdom they wait for may be
established.

Again, chapter 'xi., the testimony of the two wit-
nesses is accompanied by judgments resembling those-
of llfoses and Elijah;"'* fire proceeds out of their mouth
and devours their adversaries.-f They shut heaven, and
smite with plagues; whereas the very suggestion of
calling fire from heaven upon those who refused to~
receive Jesus when on earth, drew upon the disciples-
the rebuke, “ Ye know not what manner of spirit ye

"' This is not intended at all to countenance the mistaken and
PI1SOI'1pt111‘3l notion, that Moses and Elijah are the persons here
intended. They are evidently, as we learn from the account of the-
ransfiguration, in a glorified state, and not now capable of bearing,

testimony on earth, suffering and dying, as is here related
'|' (Jompar_e_also the effects prbduced by the prayers of the saints

III chapter viii. 4-7.
I
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-are of; for the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s
' TI ,_ rlives, but to save them. (Luke ix.)

The remarkable change which we have noticed in the
spirit and feelings of the saints who are spoken of in
this hook, and which evidently has the divine sanction
and approval, is accounted for, as we have seen, by the
alteration which has taken place in the divine dealings.
This change appears to be contemporaneous with the
renieval of the Church, which, as the witness of the
grace and long-su[l'ering of God, has been gathered for
lieaven, and taken there as the four-and-twenty en-
"i;-l1l'OllC(l elders witness to us. Then it is that God pre-
pares to dispossess those who have so long usurped the
government of the earth. The Lamb takes the book,
after His title to the inheritance has been declared, and
-opens the seals. The saints of this period declare
God's right to the earth, which man disowns, the coin-
iiigjudgnient (chap. xiv. 6, 7) and the day of divine
"vengeance on the ungodly, for which their prayers
.asceiid, reminding us strongly of similar features in
the Psalms, where the same rights and kingdom are
constantly the subject.

That there are saints who are removed at a different
‘time, and in a way altogether unlike that of the Church,
is evident from the description given in chapter xi. of
"the translation of the two witnesses; more especially
if, as seems most probable, we regard them as symbol-
izing a. double character of testimony, borne by two
~companies of witnesses. There is no descent of the
Lord from heaven into the air for them—-no meetingD
other saints in the clouds, and afterwards joining the
Lord above them, and the whole acconiplislied in the
twinkling of an eye. ‘But when brought to life, they
stand on the earth, and are beheld by their enemies.
After this a voice says, “ Come up hither,” and they
ascend direct to heaven in a cloud. In this ascent they
.~are unaccompanied by the dead and living saints, though
they go into heaven as they have done. A further



22 IIapovo'za (£7261 E?T¢¢fl-I"5l¢l-

proof that the idea of Christ’s coming from hcaveii,
and the saints meeting Him after He has arrii ed in
the‘ air, and not- asceii_d_ing into heaven at all,..bpt
coming at once with Him to the earth, i_s eiitiie y
unfounded. These witnesses have been slain, as well
as those who were seen as souls under the altar, for
their active testimony for the truth. Another coni-
paiiy, slain for refusing to worship the beast and his
image when all the world adore it, are seen in heaven,
in chapter xv., on the sea of glass, which was not
before occupied, having been left vacant for them.
These parties, having been put to death, cannot ha\_'e
an earthly place or portion, we find them, tlicreforc, in
Revelation xx., sharing in the blessings of the first
resurrection, contrasted as it is there with the second,
which is a resurrection of judgincnt, (John v. 29,)
whilst the former includes all who are raised previous
to the manifestation of Christ in glory.

Some difficulty may, perhaps, be experienced at first,
at the apparently undefined position occupied by those
who render testimony to the truth after the Church is
iii heaven, and how it is that the disciples, during our
Lord’s sojourn on earth, are looked at as their repre-
sentatives. But just as many of the Old Testament
declarations, respecting what is to take place during
the niillenniuni,,not easily understood at first, after-
wards becaine simple enough, so it will befound here,
and for very much the same i'eason- the real solution
of the difliculty in both cases beingi in the change of'
the dispensation, and in the fact that we find it? not
easy to place ourselves in circumstances, and under the
direction of principles differing so widely from our own.

_ The present period is altogether peculiar and excep-
tional; and the action of God, while it lasts, in givin0'_ _ t. :9
jiipfthe earth and in _calling out a people for heaven

i eis entirely from all that precedes or follows it.
After the translation of the Church, there will be a
time of transition, just as there was when our blessed.

7
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Lord was on earth, and with many corresponding fea-
tures. The gospel of the kingdom was preached, and
it will be again; (hfatt. xxiv. 14.; ltev. xiv. 6, 7;)
one who fills a place answering to that of John the
Baptist, as the forerunner of Christ, and announcing
His coming, will appear; (Miatt. xi. lel-; xvii. 11;
Mal. iv. 5, 6;) the Jews will be again in their own
land, and for a time under Gentile doniinion, and again
persecuting the disciples of Christ; whilst God is about
to send His Son again into this world.

During the former period, the Lord sent His disciples
on a special inissioii to the Jewish nation, with these di-
rections: “ Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into
any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: but go rather to
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go,
preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
(hlatt. x. 5——7.) After seine further iiitiinations of
what they must expect to meet with, He adds, “ \Vhen
they persecute you in one city, flee ye into another ; for
verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the
cities of Israel till the Son of man be come.” The
persons to whom the testimony was confined, the sub-
ject of that testimony, as well as the circumstances of
it, and the directions by which it was to be regulated,
all diffei' entirely from that which God has sent to man
since the death and resurrection of Christ. The gospel
is now published far and wide to the Gentiles ,- it is
far from being merely a proclamation of the near
approach of the kingdom on earth. Evangelists are
not now commanded to go utterly uiiprovided, (Luke
xxii. 35——-37,) and certainly it cannot be said, that the
calling of the Church is at any time to be going over
the cities of Israel, as the disciples, or those who take
up this testimony again, will be doing when the Son
of man comes. The continuance of it at the end is
especially remarkable ; “ when the Son of man comes”
those who resume it are engaged in going over “the
cities of Israel ;” and they are thus addressed: “ Ye
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shall not have gone over,”_&c.; so that we have the
authority of the Lord Himself for idcii_tifying the
testimony of His disciples_to the Jews whilst He was
on earth with that which will be rendered bytlie Jewish
remnant immediately previous to His return, and for
identifying the disciples themselves with that reninant.
Let us examine other passages which refer to this period,
in order to ascertain to whom they more properly relate.
l\i[atthew xxiv. contemplates a destruction of Jerusalem
yet future: this is evident from verses 29, 30, where
the coming of Christ is declared to follow close upon
the tribulation, (comp. Dan. xii. 12,) as we also learn
to be the case from Zech. xiv. 1--5, where the appear-
ing of the Lord, with His glorified saints, for the
deliverance of the city, takes place immediately after
its capture. There are certain saints at this time in
special connexion with Jerusalein and Judea, with
Je_wisli ideas and in Jewish circumstances: they are
warned that many will come in the name of Christ,
each one professiiigto be Christ, or the Messiali of the
Jews, and that they are not to be deceived by them;
that false prophets will arise and deceive many; that
they are to flee when they see the abomination of deso-
lation set up in the holy place ; they are told to pray
that their flight be not on the Sabbath-day; that unless
the days of suffering were shortened, no flesh would be
saved; that they are not to listen to those who tell
them that Christ is here or there:-—-if they say He is
in the desert, they are not to go there; or if in the
secret chamber, they are not to believe it. How iiicoii-
sistent to suppose that such directions could be given
or apply to any but Jewish saints. Is the Church
likely to be in Jiidea, so as to have to flee? Can it
have begun to regard the temple at Jerusalem as the
holy place, (Heb. ix. 24,) and the Jewish Sabbath, or
Saturday, as a day that ought to be kept holy ? Is it
likely to be deceived by inipostors who attempt to pass
themselves ofi" for Christ, or by others who say that
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'He is to be found concealed in this or that locality, and
that it is needful to go there to I"Illl1? All this is
natural enough, if we view the persons here repre-
-sented as Jewish believers. The dangers described and
the warnings given are just suitable to them. They
would naturally, as Jews, look for the 1\Iessiah in this
earthly way, and, thereliore, need these instructions to
prevent their being deceived. The temple to them will
be the holy place, the Jewish Sabbath that which they
will observe. Having earthly hopes, viz., those of
sharing in the blessings of the new earth when Christ
comes to reign, it is needful, for that purpose, that their
flesh should be saved, or, in other words, that they
should live through all these troubles. But does the
Church look for this, or is it any consequence to her
whether her flesh is preserved, seeing she must be
raised and changed to share the glory of Christ ? Does
she look For Him in a secret chamber; or would she be in
any danger of being deluded by such a pretence, when

‘she expects, the moment He comes out of heaven, to
be caught up to meet Him in the air and to be for ever
With I-Ii111?’-‘*5’

In Daniel xii., where Danz'eZ’s people are said to be
~delive1'ed, it is added, “ Every one that shall be found
written in the book,” which answers exactly to the
term “ elect” used here. hioreover, in Luke xvii. 31,
where the same time is in view, and the same circum-
stances, and where similar directions are given, it is
-added, “ In that day, he which shall be upon the house-
top, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to
take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise
not return back.” Now, is it not perfectly inconceivable,
that such lano-uage could be addressed to a heavenlyD , .
-samt, who beholcls Gods Son descending for h1m, and

It is also afler He l1as appeared that the Jews, who are scat-
~tered among distant nations, are assembled together by the mstru-
mentality of angels, with a great sound of a trumpet, (_ver. 31,)
which is evidently "ea collection of them, and not a translatlon.

B 2 '
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also finds himselfat the same instant changed ntoI-Iis
image, and ascending in the clouds to meet Hun. Ho
is not to turn back to take his stufl‘ out of lns house !
Cf what value could it possibly be to him, or how could
a changed and glorified saint be supposedto do such a
thing? Now, to one who is to remaln on earth, and
be blest there when Christ governs it, such a warmng
would be quite appropriate. It is well that he should
go forth to meet Christ and not regard l11s earthly pos-
sessions, however useful they may be to him subse-
quently. Christ will take care of all that concerns
him, and he ought, though a saint destined for earthly
blessings, to be thinlzing then of Christ alone.

It is not at all surprising that the apostles should be
addressed as the representatives of these persons. “Te
know that, according to the divine purpose, they were
afterwards to form the nucleus of the Church; and
sometimes they are viewed anticipatively, and spoken
of by our Lord according to what they would be when
the promised Comforter had come. But tliey were
certainly, in their proper character, Jewish believers,
rather than what we call C/z2'z'st2.'cms, a. name which was
not given till much later, nor was the Church at that
time built or formed. l\Iatt. xvi. 18; Acts ii. -<1-7.)
They could not understand the necessity which there
was that Christ should suffer; nor after His death and
burial that He would rise again from the dead, though
He had expressly foretold both. They trusted that
Jesus would have redeemed Israel. (Luke xxiv. 21.)
Even after His resurrection they ask Him, as we have
already seen, (Acts i.,) “ \Vilt thou at this time restore
agaln the Lingclom to Israel .7” Their thoughts and
hopes, we see by this, were even then connected with,
and did not rise beyond, the conditions and prospects
of then‘ nation. They clearly did not enter into the
counsels of God respecting the Church and their posi-
tlon 1n 1t, to which their minds were only opened after
the descent of the Holy Ghost, who came to form it, or
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they could not have made such an inquiry. They were,
up to tl11s time, Jewish believers, who owne.d Jesus as
the true l\'lessiah, and trusted in Him as such, yet
retaining their thoughts and feelings as Jexvs, and
looking upon 1'[im in His connexion with. the Jewish
nation and themselves as a part of it, and believino" the
promises of God towards it, which they ex1)ectcd He
would now fulfil. This makes them very fit represen-
tatives of those who will be in much the same circum-
stances at a day yet to come, and who will have much
the same feelings and hopes, and much the same amount
of light and confidence in Christ as the hope of Israel ;
and in this way the Lord addresses them, as we have
seen in passages such as l\Iatt. x., xxiv. ; Blark xiii.; and
Luke xvii., xxi.

Blany of the passages which relate to the return of
the Lord to judge this earth, have a character so pecu-
liarly their own, and differ so widely from those that
refer to His coming for the Church, that it seems unac-
countable how they ever could have been applied to it.
For instance, in Revelation i. 7, His advent is thus
announced: “ Behold, he cometh with clouds ; and
every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him:
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him.”
Again, “ They shall see the Sou of man coming i11 the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” (.Matt.
xxiv. 30.) And, “ As the lightning cometh out of the
east, and shineth even unto the west, so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be.” (llfatt. xxiv. 27 Here,
I-Iis coming is with clouds; it is like the lightning flash,
which spreads from _one end of heaven to the other:
every eye beholds Him, and terror and dismay follow.
Wllell He comes for His saints, as related in 1 Thes-
salonians iv., He does not come with clouds, which ‘are
syn1bolical of providential power and judicial author1ty.
He is not seen by every eye; nor do we read of any
such effects being produced. There is no symptom of
anything judicial, He comes purely on a mission of love,-
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"to accomplish which He descends from heaven, to take
to Himself the Bride He has purchased with His own
blood, and which He has chosen to be His heavenly
-companion for ever. His concern is with the Church---
with His saints, and with them only—-to seek and take
"them to Himself for ever; for such is the desire of His
heart. He comes as a Redeemer--a Saviour-—a Bride-
groom; and every idea is excluded but the fulfilment
of the purposes and promises of love. To present, in
fine, the Church to Himself—-“ a glorious Church, not
having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it

.~~should be holy and without blemish.”
How unlike this is to the way in which, as we have

seen, His return to the earth is portrayed. It is com-
_pared, again, to the flood, which swept away the un-
godly inhabitants of the world: “ As the days of Noe
were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
For as in the days that were before the flood, they were

-eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
-until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and knew iiot
"until the flood came and took them all away: so shall
.-also the coming of the Son of man be.” (hlatt. xxiv.
J37-—-39.) To the fire which God rained from heaven
to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah: “ Likewise also as it

O , _ , 3 p an en , they bullded. But the
same day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire a11d
"l)11‘11'DSl;]§)111€i from heaven, and destroyed them all. Even
t1us s a 1t be 1n the day when the Son of man is

~-revealed.” (Luke xvii. 2S—3l. Are th l l 0- . 1
~the fire, which God sent from )heaven, fili ciliilliliiiiisubcf
the coming of Christ, when He gathers the Church?
Has 1t that character at all, or are such features ex-
<hibited in it as are presented to us in 1 Tl1essa,10ni-ms
1?, snnlilar passages? Observe, it is “ the comz'n_g"
o 1r1st tiat 1s compared to "these things, and has
--these marks: “ He comes” with the clouds of heaven-
“ His coming” is like the lightning, the deluo-(3 and 1,1,;O 7
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fire rained from heaven. WVill He come for His saints-
as a flood, or as fire, or as lightning?—-for His Bride as
a judge, or with a two-edged sword proceeding "F1-0111.
His mouth, and a rod of iron in His hand, or clothed-
with a vesturc dipped in blood, as He is represented in
llevelation xix., and that, moreover, at the very
moment when He comes out of heaven, so that it could
not be said that He changed His aspect after He left-
heaven, quitting it in one character and assuming
another before He reached the earth!

How much the confounding of these two events to-
gether must interfere with that joyful and bright ex-
pectation produced by the assurance that the Lord may
come for II-is saints at any moment, and which a verse:
such as this awakens, “unto them that look for him,
he shall appear the second time without sin unto sal-
vatio-n;” for it is evident, that the effect on the heart
will vary according to the way in which the Lord’s re-
turn is viewed by the believer. As the once commonly
received idea of a general judgment and universal con-
flagration, connected with the Lord’s second advent,
operated to hinder its being looked for as an object of
desire, and made it almost one of dread, even to His-
people, in the same way, confusing it with His coming
to execute judgment on earth, invests it with a charac-
ter which must necessarily weaken, if not destroy, the
sweetness and attractive power of the anticipation and
the desire with which the Bride of Christ should await.
the coming of her Bridegroom to take her to Himself.

That the statement already above made-—that when:
Christ comes to remove the Church He is not seen by
every eye—-is correct, is evident from Colossians iii. 4,.
where we are told that “ when Christ who is our Life,
shall appear, then shall ye also appear with I-Iim in
glory.” So'that when He is seen bythe world, the:
Scripture positively declares that we shall be with Him
and be seen with Him in His glory. We must, there-
fore, have been previously removed in order to be w1th.~
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Him, so that when He comes with clouds, and every
-eye sees Him, that cannot be His coining_for us, or He
would appear without us, instead of our_be1ng ’ZUZllL Him
in glory when He appears; nor call 1_l- "I-‘I313’ to 1'-[ls
coining as the lightning, a figure which is used expressly
to show what will be public and apparent to_ all, in con-
trast to what is hidden or secret. This also 1S confirmed
by what is stated by the apostle Jude, who says, “ Behold
the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, to ex-
-ecute judgment upon all.” (Jude 14-, 15; Zech. xiv.

In 2 Thessalonians ii. the apostle Paul himself draws
clearly enough the distinction between the rapture of
the Church and the day of the Lord: “ I beseech you,
brethren, by [in-.-ép] the coining of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and our gathering together unto Him, that ye
be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by
-spirit, nor by word, nor by letter, as from us, as that
the day of Christ is at hand,” or, rather, “ is present,”
for such is the undoubted ineaning of the word éuéa-.-qi.-ei/.
The Thessalonian saints mistook, it appears, the terrible
"troubles through which they were passing for the judg-
ments which will accompany the day of the Lord, which,
"in consequence, they thought had commenced. This
"idea disquietecl their minds and weakened their coii-
fidence, and gave occasion to the appeal of the apostle
"to them by, or for the sake of,’-'* the coming of Christ
and their gathering to Him, (which must first take
place,) not to suppose that the day had set in. Thus
-distinguishing these two events, and entreating them,
by virtue of one which had relation to themselves, and
"involved their previous removal, not to be troubled
.-about the other.

Another point of great interest, which is touched on
in this epistle, is the power which restrains the progress
and development of evil, and the manifestation of Anti-
‘ Such is the way the translators took it, and such is the force

assigned 61:-Z=p by l\Iatthize and other grammarians, when used with
-.'_wora"s Qf'entreat_1y. '
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christ. “ And now ye know,” says the apostle, “ what
withholdeth, that he [AHiticlii'ist] niiglit he revealed in
his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth already
work; only he who now letteth will let, until he be
taken out of the midst.” |:t-’i.: ‘£l(;O'O?'.-J The apostle does
not tell us what this power was that held the evil in
check; we can only, therefore, gather it from the terms
used, from analogy, or from other scriptures.

The Church was first formed when the Holy Ghost
descended on the day of Pentecost for that purpose.
Previous to the death of Christ, the middle wall of
partition between Jew and Gentile siibsisted; and there
could be no such thing, consequently, as their union in
one body; nor could that body have any existence until
its Head was in heaven and glorified, and that the Holy
Ghost was sent down here to dwell in it, and give it its
unity. For these two things are evident]y necessary in
order that any natural body should have life: first, it
must have a head; secondly, there must be a spirit in
it, to animate it and give it the unity of life. Now,
during the lifetime of Christ this unity had not com-
menced, for it was something far more than a unity of
faith in His person. He says of Himself, “ Except a
corn of wheat fall into the ground and clie, it abideth
alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit ;”
(John xii. 24 ;) so that it is in His resurrection, and
by virtue of it, that we have this life in Him, and it
could not be before His resurrection. (Compare also
Eph. ii. 5, 6.) Not only, therefore, was it needful that
Jesus should become man, but He must die and rise
again, before a single believer could be united to Him
in the same life that He has, (John xiv. 19,) atonement
for sin being the basis of everything. It is not, how-
ever, life only, but the presence of the Holy Ghost down
here that forms the body, who, now that there is a
glorified and accepted Mlan as its Head in heaven, has
come to unite us to Him as such, and incorporate all
the living saints into one body, by His presence here
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on earth ' “for ” 3"-Y3 the allostlci “by 011° Slllrlt am‘‘-1 7 J ‘ .. “

we all baptized into one body.” (1 Cor. xii. lo.)
This personal presence of the Holy (ihost_on earth is-

the gi-eat cliaracteristic of the pres_ent period, and of
the existence of the Church whilst here. \\' lien
leaving His disciples, Jesus_proiniscd to them another‘
Comforter, who should “ abide with them ever, even
the Spirit of truth.” This promise was fulfilled on the-
day of Pentecost, and then the C_ll111‘Clrl‘Wt1S established
on earth; so that it could be said, “ lhe Lord added
to the Church daily such as should be sa_ved,” and the
acconiplisliineiit of the previous declaration of _Chi'ist,.
“ On this rock [His own person] I 'z_t'zll build iny
Church,” commenced. Ever since this time, the Holy
Ghost has remained on earth in the Church. All opera-
tions iii it are carried on by His agency. (1 Cor. xii. 11 ;.
Acts xiii. 2, dsc.) He builds the Church together as
God’s habitation. (Eph. ii. 22.) This presence of God
the Holy Ghost intlie body of Christ, and His activity
displayed in grace, and power, and blessing, are quite
distinct from His providential government in the world,
which has subsisted from the beginning, and will sub-
sist after this has ceased, as well as the operations of
His grace upon the hearts of incliviclua-ls, which have
been carried on in all dispensations. In certain parts of
the Book of the Revelation, viz., those which precede
and follow the visions, we have further evidence of this
truth. In the addresses to the Churches, “He that-
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the
Churches,” is often repeated; and in chapter xxii. the
Spirit down here with the Church is represented as
looking up to Christ and inviting His return. “ The
Spirit and the bride say, Come.” In these passages,
which apply to the present time, the Church is still on
earth; and herein we shall perceive the force of the
ap0stle’s assertion, that “he who now letteth will let
until he be taken out of the way.” G

Whilst the Holy Ghost is on earth in the Church,
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I-Iis presence is a. restraint upon the ful.l manifestation-
of evil. If the presence of a man of God will act in.
this way upon a company of ungodly persons, as we"
have often seen, we cannot be surprised that the
presence of the Spirit of God, as well as the light
which I-Ie diffuses whilst on earth, should operate in.»
this way. \’vll0l1 once the Church is removed, and the:
I-loly Ghost is no longer here, the restraining iiiflueiice
ceases to exist, the evil displays itselfwithout hindrance,
and ...-\nticlirist appi~ars. Hence. the propriety of the ex-
pression, “He who now letteth will let until he be
t(zl'en out of the usag/,” which appropriately describes
I'Iis sudden removal with the Church. This coincides
with what we have already remarked, that it would be
inconsistent to suppose that the Holy Ghost could be
here when the Son of man comes to take vengeance,
and scarcely finds faith on earth. The ancient idea of
the Bonian Empire being that which stood in the way
of the manifestation of Antichrist, would not now meet
the requirements of the passage, as that empire has
long ceased to exist, and a personal Antichrist has not
yet appeared; nor can, it is believed, any other con-
sistent interpretation of it be offered by those who
object to that which is given above.

There are, without doubt, many passages which speak
of the day of the Lord, in relation to the conduct and-
service of the saints. -For whilst the rapture has refer-
ence to their privileges alone, the day of the Lord is
the grand terminus of their responsibilities. The
reason of it is found in this, that the servants are-
callecl to account and rewarded, after their l\Iaster has
first received His own kingdom-—and has, therefore,
been invested with the authority by which He punishes-
or distributes rewards as He sees fit. The Evangelist.
Luke tells us (chap. xix. 15) that “when he was re-
turned, having receivecl the 7.-:i~ngcl0m, he commanded his-
servants to be called to him,” and took account of them...
The Apostle Paul speaks of a “ crown of righteousness”
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beinglaid up for him, “ which the Lord, the Fgilltcollls
Judge, will give him at that (lag/, and neat tO_‘l.lll1 oihlli
but to all them that love his appeai'iug. g 1t IS’ =1-Sti [<3
Lord, the righteous Judge, that He bcstowrs _ us
.c1.0wn; because, as such, He will make the (lll eieiicmi
.between those who have loved and ‘served H11": mlf
"those who have not done so. Hence it is not bestowed
-until that day when He conies and acts publicly in the
-world in that character. Tiiiioth)’ ls told t9 keel), thcf
-cliarge committed to him until the 31-ll)°“1'mS‘ Pl 5”“
Lord Jesus Christ. Tiino_t-hy slept, ages _112;0» “'1tl1 the
.dePa,1-ted Saints; yet ifill tnqt render his account and

- ' ' ' art un i la 11110-
1ecf€‘l.?Gl:'ll'1l1..‘flll;“itiO notice some passages which have occa-
-sional difficulties in some minds. In _l[atthe_w_xiii.,
.after the account given of the progress of Clirist_ianit-y
in the world and its corruption by the enemy in the
parable of the wheat and the tares, the harvest is spoken
-of which is to make the separation between them. 'Ihis,
however, as is the case in natural things, is a period
-more or less prolonged, as we learn from the words,
“ In time of liarvest,” “ the harvest is the end of the
-age;” and various and successive actions are spoken of
.as taking place in the course of its duration. Just as
is ordinarily the case in the scene from which this
"illustration is taken, the field is reaped, so that the
'-crop is ready on the field before it is carried. The tares
are first gathered and bound in buiidles——the wheat is
traiisferred to the garner, afterwards the tares are
burned in the fire; and still later it is said, “the
zrighteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their
Father.” These two last particulars, being given in
rthe explanation (ver. 4=O-—-13) of the parable, which
enlarges, and goes beyond its previous statements, and
which clearly makes a distinction between the removal
of the Church, and its public exhibition in the glory
of Christ.

The term used in this parable, as descriptive of the
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close, “ the time of harvest,” may help to remove the
difficulty felt by some at the idea of the translation of
dil'T'e1'ent bodies of saints at different periods, as the"
expression seems to intimate that the whole epoch
bears the character of an ingathering of saints. But.
what has chiefly given rise to this difficulty is a mis-
taken view of Revelation xx.--it having been erro-
neously supposed that this passage describes the-
resurrection of the Church; whilst, in reality, it
assumes that it has taken place, but gives no account
of it. The passage runs thus: “ I saw thrones, and
they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto
them; and I saw the souls of them which were be-
headed for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of
God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither
his image, neither had received his mark upon their"
foreheads, or in their hands; an_d they lived and reigned
with Christ a thousand years.” (Ver. 4.) The apostle
had previously seen the Church in glory, both as the~
enthroned elders in chapter iv., &c., and as the Bride in-
chapter xix.; and he had also seen it come forth from
heaven witl1 Christ ustbefore, when I-Ie descended in.
triumph, as the rider on the white horse, to overthrow
the antichristian hosts. I-Ie now sees thrones which
are occupied by the saints, (they sat upon them,) and
judgment is given to tl1en1; but he adds that those who~
had been martyred, and whom he had before seen as
souls, Zivecl and reigned with Christ also. It was un-
necessary to speak of the resurrection of the Church,
the members of which were long since risen and ascended ;.
and who had been described as enthroned, and often~
mentioned as in a glorified state, and who had just-
accompanied Christ from heaven, in order to .re1gn.
He, therefore, only says, he “ saw thrones, and they sat

O I Iupon them, and Judgment was given unto them’ --the
antecedent to the pronoun “ they” being the saints who-
descended with Christ in chapter xix. 14. The mar_tyrs,.
also, he now tells us, were raised in order to participate-
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in the blessing of the reign of Christ. They could not
share in it $8 souls; and, therefore, he adds of them,
and of them only, that “ they lived” in order to reign
"‘ with Christ.” “ But,” he continues, “ the 1-est of the
dead lived not again till the thousand years were
finished. This is the first resurrection.” So that the
"term, the first 2'es'u--rrcctz'022,, is applied to all who were
raised before the commencement of the millennium, in
contrast with those who were not raised till the end of
"it. The apostle includes these different bodies in it
whom he now beholds reigning with Christ, and calls
'it all “the first resurrection.” Cavillers may call it
two or more resurreetions, and the objection may sound
somewhat plausible at first; but this will cease to be
the case when it is discovered that the Holy Ghost
.uses the term, “ first resurrection,” in contrast with
that which takes place after the thousand years, and
-which has a totally different moral character. It is
evident that Enoch, Moses, and Elijah, who were trans-
'lated long ago, will all be included in what is here
-called the first resurrection, as well as those saints
‘who, as hlatthew relates, (chap. xxvii. 52, 53,) arose at
"the resurrection of our Lord. The two witnesses, whose
=ascensi0n has been described in chapter xi., must also
be partalzers in it, so that the attempt to attach the
whole of it to one moment of time entirely fails. The

-different parties named in Revelation xx. 4, though
sharing in the first resurrection and its glories, do not
form a part of the Church, the Bride of Christ, or their
}'es111'1'ectio11 would not be given here a_.j‘ter theimarriage
has taken place. Besides which, we cannot suppose
that when Christ returns to present the Church to
Himself, she is incomplete. The Spirit and the Bride
say “ Come,” in reply to the Lord, who presents I-1im_
self as “ the root and offspring of ' David—-the morning
star,” 1n Revelatlon xxii. 16; and we cannot think that
as she is thus represented as a. Bride, inviting her
]3ridegroom to come for her, He only finds part of this
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Bride when He comes; nor are those saints treated of
in the Revelation ever described as sharing in that
relationsliip.

An objection frequently urged, and similar in its
nature to that stated above, is, that the views here ad-
vocated, in:;ike more than one “ coming.” This argu-
ment, when examined, will be found to be of no real
force, and very superlicial. There would be more truth
in saying that the Lord’s coming appears to be divided
into two parts, which is quite another thing, and quite
according to the analogy of Scripture. He comes to
remove His saints, as we have seen, and for this pur-
pose He descends, first, to the confines of this eartli’s
atmosphere, (1 Thess. iv.,) and no further. Thus the
darkness and slumber of the world are left undisturbed.
So far as it is in question, He does not then come at
tall, for the remaining stage of the journey, in which
-alone it is concerned, is unfulfilled until afterwards,
"-when He returiis, accompanied by His saints, to this
earth. The first act of His wapoaam, “coming” or
*‘ presence,” is, when He descends for His saints, and so
comes to them; the second, when He comes to the
world which He has not done before. It is the latter

, O

-'~wliich is called His e-mqfiaueia, “ Epiphany” or “ inani-
festation,” and which is never applied to the rapture,
but always to Christ’s appearing in glory with His
.~saints, whilst ?Tap0va'ta. is sometimes used in speaking of
-one, sometimes of the other, as the coiitext or the
persons addressed, or the way in which it is brought
forward determines, for He may come or be pi'eseiit in
-different ways to different persons. The same Cl1l'lO1‘G11CG
may be observed between the birth of Christ, and that
which is ordinarily called His Epiphany at His first
-coming though this is onl adduced as an illustration,O7 C) y
-and nothing more. The objection, however, which 1S
zrnerely verbal, is not founded on any specific statement,
~or application of the expression, in the word 0_f G0d>
'ivliicl1- uses the term second, in contrast with His first
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coining; and we all know that His “ first coining” eni-
braces a. wide range of varied circumstances and ap-
pearances, which, botli in Scripture and in common
parlance, it is used to include. \'Ve have seen how
plainly the saints are declared to come forth with Christ
out of heaven, for the destruction of Antichrist and his-
hosts Revelation xix. a<rainst which and other dis-) 7 {D ,

tinct passages, which have been cited, a merely linmaii
notion about the use of the term “ second advent,” caii-
not be maintained.

Some have concluded, froni what is said in Revelation
xi., 15-18, that the public assumption by Christ of
His kingdom, actually takes place then. This would
not be of any great moment to the point we are con-
sidering, even if "correct; but, upon a closer examina-
tion, it will be found otherwise, and that it is an
anticipative expression uttered by the saints, who are
in heaven, on the seventh angel’s sounding. This will
he made clear, by reference to the following chapter
where almost the very same words are used, when
Satan is represented as cast out of heaven: (ver. 10:)
“ And I heard a. loud voice, saying, in heaven, .zV0ze is
come salvation, and strength, and the kingdoin of our
God, and the power of His Christ: for the accuser of
our brethren is cast down, which accused them before
our God day and night,” though there is a distinct in-
timation in verse 14 that there are yet three years and
a half to expire before Christ actually takes the kiiig-
doin. The statement also, in the passage in question,

meiits, the seven last vials, has yet to be inflici;ed_ To

that the time of the dead was come, that they should-
be judged, makes this more evident, since we know
from other scriptures that they are not udgedtill the-
end of the thousand years. To this we may add, that
the last woe has yet to be endured, that the temple is
opened in heaven, and the third, or final series of j11dg'...

these the seventh trumpet is introductory, just as the
seventh sea-1 was to the trumpets, chapters xii.-S-xiv..
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being parenthetical. The fact is, that the saints in
heaven, who are represented as intelligent in the divine
dealings, and able to interpret their iiieaning, antici-
pate, both from the sounding of the last trumpet and
‘the overtlirow of Satan, the full result upon cart-li,
which will ultimately ensue from what is then taking
_place in lieaven.

in the course of the preceding remarks, many points
have been touched upon, which it is not possible to
"treat fully within so siiiall a compass, and, to do which
would lead too far away from the subject we have more
immediately before us. The object has been to give a.
g'i;-neral outline of the testimony of Scripture upon it,
and to bring out the priiiciples which are involved in it,
ratlier than to enter into all the details of the fulfilment
of prophecy. Hence, many facts predicted have been
merely glanced at in their bearing upon the main ques-
tion, and many Scriptures which throw light upon it,

f \more or less directly, especially in the Old lestament,
have been left out.

That these views are comparatively, at_least in our
day, recent, need not weigh with any one in examining
them ; for the same may be said of all that has been
written upon these subjects. It is not long since all
the prophecies in the Old Testament relating to_God’s
earthly people, the Jews, were universally applied to
the Church, as descriptive of her future glory, as they
are, even to this day, by a large proportion of Christians.
Besides this, we know how great is the variety of
opinion that exists in matters of_ prophetic detail, so
that, among such uncertain and rival clainis, we may
feel quite free in following out any prophetic enquiry,
which gives a more clear and distinct future, and more
in harmony with the word of God generally, than We
have known before, relying, as alone of real consequence,
on the sanction which that word gives, under the
teaching of the Spirit of God. '

It will be seen that it is not for the want of plain,
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unmistakable evidence in the S0.1‘i_1>l&l11‘0$ of t1'“t-ll» tlmt
the minds of Christians remain in doubt _upon tliese
points; but, alas! there are so many pi-e_]ii_dices and
preconceived notions which have to_ be got rid _0f; be"
sides which, the heart is slow, as with the disciples of
old, to appreciate the height of the love of Christ, 111111
all that He intends to do on behalf of His L_ride, the
object of His heart’s affection. Added_to this, Satan
has been endeavouring to throw dust in the eyes of
those who were inquiring, by .l)l‘l11g‘11lg‘ forwari'li _b)"
means of opposers, passages which, f_ron1 want of lull.
acquaintance with their real meaning, have ereatcu.
some misapprehension, and been a hindrance to full.
establishment in the truth.

He knows, full well, that to lower and destroy the
heavenly hopes which God has given will dim the _per--
ception of the love of Christ, which acts so powerfully
on the heart, when rightly understood, in separating"
the affections from everything else, and fixing them on.
Him alone. “Te have need, therefore, to have the heart.
set right, as well as to have the mind enlightened, in
order to enter into these things, so that our desire
should be for Christ alone. g For the apostle says, “ He
that is spiritual judgetli all things,” and he lets us
know how great a hindrance the cariiality of the Corin-
thians had been to them, and to his instructing them.
in these things. (1 Cor. ii. 6; iii. 1.) l\’[ay God give
to us all, by the power of His Spirit, to know and to-
enjoy the full blessing of His counsels and ways toward-
the Church, and “to him be glory, by Jesus Christ, in-
the Church, tlz2'ozz_gh0ut all ages, world without end!”

London : G. Mornsh, 24, Warwick Lane, Paternoster Row, 15.0.-
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