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“T He Gowe.”

‘¢ As often as ye cat this bread, and drink
this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till
he come.” (1 Cor. xi. 23-29.)

5 OW sweetly solemn and impres-
% sive was that simple, yet
— —  Dbeautiful thing, which the
Liord Jesus desired of His people before
He suffered ; and how calculated it was
to touch the hearts of all those who
knew the value of His precious blood.’
It was at the supper of the passover
where He made the request, on the
night in which He was befrayed.
He was eating with His diseciples,
when He took bread, and gave thanks,

and brake.it, and gave to them, saying,
B
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¢«« Take eat, this is my body which is
given for you, this do in remembrance
of me; likewise also the cup after
supper, saying, Drink ye all of it. This
cup is the new testament in my blood
which is shed for you.” (Matt. xxvi.
26-28 ; Luke xxii. 19, 20.)

They had been with Him for some
time, He having left His throne of glory
to come into this world and die for
them ; but now He wasg about to leave
them for a little while, and He did not
wish to bo forgotten by them; but
would have His dying love kept con-
tinually before their souls ; because
His death would be to them everlasting
life, as well as. the foundation of every
joy and blessing they would have,
either in this world, or in that which is
to come. He knew what poor things
they were, and how prone they would
be to forget. T'herel'ore His desire was
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that they should remember Him in this
simple way while He was absent from
them.

How tender and loving this was; it
was just like Himself ; and it shews also
how very much He valued their affec-
tions. Though He was going back to
His FFather to enjoy the glory which He
had with Him before this world was ;
yot this great desire that they should
not forget Him seemed nearer to His
heart than all beside. (Luke xxii.
156-20.) And how sweet it is to know
that He is still the same, and that it
gives Him joy up there to be re-
membered in this way by His loved
ones down here. He also knew it
would add to their joy, too, by keeping
their hearts fresh and true to Himself,
geparate from the world.

Therefore He gave the same words
to the apostle Paul out of ths glory,
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where He now is, as he said, ¢ I have
received of the Lord that which also I
delivered unto you; that the Lord
Jesus, the same night in which he was
betrayed, took bread, and when he had
given thanks, he brake it, and said,
Take eat; this is my body which 1ig
broken for you : this do in remembrance
of me ; after the same manner, also, he
took the cup, when he had supped,
saying, This cup 1s the new festament
in my blood, this do ye, as oft as ye
drink it, in remembrance of me. Ior
as oft as ye eat this bread and drink
this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death
till he come.” (1 Cor. xi. 23-26.)

Now we know that the only place
where the apostle Paul saw the Lord
Jesus was up there. He was a bitter
persecutor of both Him and His people,
for some time after the Lord died and
rose again., He even haled to prison
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and to death, all them that called upon
His name.

Bat after his conversion he was taken
up into heaven; whether in the body,
or out of the body, he could not tell.
And there it was he saw things which 1t
was impossible to utter ; and there, no
doubt, it was that he received of the
Lord that which he delivered unto us.

The Lord Jesus gave the same un-
changing request from the glory which
He made with His people when He was
here upon earth. And we see how
gladly the early Christians acted upon
1t. They met together on the first day
of the week for this one object. (Acts
xXx. 7.)

They gave praise, and worship, and
thanksgiving to God at the same time;
also words of exhortation and comfort
to each other. But the great objsct of
thewr coming together was to break bread,
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and thus fulfil the dying request of
their Lord and Master, without whose
death there never could have been one
bright ray before their souls, oither
here, or in the countless ages of eternity.

The broken bread shewed forth His
body given for them, and they all ate of
it ; the poured-out wine shewed forth
His precious blood, and they all drank
of it, according to His word. They
loved Him, and their great delight was
thus to remember Him in the way He
desired they should.

They met, too, as one family. Not
one above another, but as brethren, as
‘well as members of the one body. The
little child of yesterday had the privi-
lege of remembering the Lord at His
table, the same as those that had known
and loved Him from the beginning.
But, of course, these had grown up
into Him, and thereby were in a posi-
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tion to exhort and help those who were
nowly brought into the family. Still,
tho weakest and feeblest believer had
his place there, the same as those who
had known the joy of it for years.

But it is so important to remember,
that it is the Liord’s table, and therefore
only one table, whether it be here, or in
different parts of the world; yet it is
one, because the body is one, and the
loaf is one, and the Liordship of Christ
must be owned, and nothing allowed
which i1s not consistent  with His holi-
ness and love. (1 Cor. x. 21.)

No unconverted person should be at
that table, whatever his standing "a the
world might be; it was only for thoso
who loved Him—those who Lknew that
they were washed from their sins in
His own blood, and whose delight and
joy it was to remember Him, and what
He had done for them. And however
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great their weakness, yet they were
able to say with Peter, ‘¢ Lord, thou
knowest all things, thou knowest that I
love thee,”

None had a right to please themselves
there, or speak their own words, or do
their own will in anything. It is not
only called the Liord’s table in scripture,
but it is also ealled tho Lord’s supper,
and the Lord’s cup, which His people
drink, the communion of the blood of
Christ. It is the Liord’s death that they
shew forth, and it is the Liord’s day on
which they do it, and it is the Lord’s
people alone who can do it, and it is
His desire that they should do it till
He come. It is altogether His, and
His alone, and His holinesg and glory
must be maintained at all cost.

The Lord the Spirit also is there, not
to intimidate, but to fill every heart
with joy and gladness, and to give fore-



é T, HE COME." 9

tastos of that coming day, when they
will see Him who died for them, and
drink the new wine with Him in Hig
Father’s kingdom. (Matt. xxvi. 29.)

It is purely a family circle, and a
family feast; and every one belonging
to that heavenly family should be there,
and no other. Ifor any one to be at the
Lord’s table who is living in sin, is of
all things the most sad, and the Lord
will judge it, sooner or later. In the-
church at Corinth many were weak and
sickly, and many slept; they wero even
taken away by death, because of allowed
evil. (1 Cor. xi. 29-33.)

It has always been a principle with
God, that He would be sanctified in
them that came near Him. (Lev. x. 3.)
And it is the same to-day; therefore
evil of every kind must be judged, or
God will judge it. Christ cannot have
fellowship with iniquity; mneither can

B-2
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thero be real comwmunion and joy in the
Lord where the Holy Ghost is grieved.

Not that God's people will ever be
perfect in the flesh. Weakness and 1n-
firmity will attend their steps all the
time they are down here. But if they
confess their sins, God is faithful and
just to forgive them their sins, and to
cleanse them from all unrighteousness.
(1 John i. 9.) This is a very different
thing from their knowingly allowing
ovil of any kind to be in their midst;
whether it be of doctrine or of conduct,
whether it be in themselves or others.

How can such shew forth the Lord’s
death ? or, how can they worship God ?
There is no fellowship. between light
and darkness ; between him that serveth
God, and him that serveth Him not.

A mixed multitude, consisting of be-
lievers and unbelievers, professing to
remember the Lord’s death, is tha
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greatest confusion and evil. The meore
professor has no place at the Lord’s
table. 'What he wants is the gospel,
that he might know the forgiveness of
sins, and the cleansing power of that
precious blood ; this will enable him to
say with the apostle, ¢ He loved me,
and gave himself for me.” (Gal. ii. 20.)
Then he can truly remember the Lord’s
death with joy and gladness, but nof
before.

The merely being a believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ, of itself, without a
proper christian walk, is no one’s title
to be there; they must be separated
unto God from the things around.
God’s word calls upon them to examine
themselves, and so to eat of that bread,
and drink of that cup. (1 Cor. xi
28, 29.)

Separation from evil has always been
God’s principle of communion. Lot,
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thongh a righteous man, was not a
separated man; he was in conneclion
with that which he ought not to have
been ; therefore we never read of God
communing with him. Not so with
Abraham ; God delighted to meet him
on every occasion, and communicate to
him all His purposes. (Gen. xviil.,
Xix.)

In the days of Jeremiah we have a
beautiful picture of God's path for His
people, sspecially in an evil day like the
present. It was a time of great out-
ward profession, but evil was not
judged, and the nation of Israel was
under judgment on account of it, and
some of God's loved ones were mixed
up with the evil. In these circum-
stances, God told Jeremiah to take forth
the precious from the vile, then he
should be as His mouth; at the same
time referring to those who were not
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doing so, but were going on with it,
God said, ¢ Let them return to thee,
but go not thou in unto them.” (Jer.
xv. 19.) God would have the line
clearly drawn. Jeremiah must keep
himself apart from this state of things;
but love must never cease.

Then, again, in the days of Malachi,
we seo there were those who could not
join hands with the profession that was
going on all around, and in which they
had been brought up. They could not
continue with it, because evil was there ;
therefore they kept at a distance, and
spako often one to another, and the Lord
hearkened and heard. He bowed down
His ear, to hear what they said to each
other ; and a book of remembrances was
kept for them (that is, of what they did
say). And they shall be mine, saith
the Lord of hosts, in that day when I
make up my jewels.




14 ¢¢ PILI, HE OOME,"

At the same time, while they were
down here, in suffering and sorrow, He
would spare them (or treat them with
tenderness), ag a father treateth with
tenderness his own son that sorveth
him ; and by the light which He gave
them in their lonely path, they could
look around, and discern between the
evil and the good —between him that
serveth God, and him that serveth Him
not. (Mal. iii. 16-18.)

God’s ways are to-day what they
ever were. He has not altered; and
His ways are ways of pleasantness, and
all His paths are peace. It is our ways
which are so erooked, and lead to con-
fusion and anguish. Still, if God’s
people bring themselves into suffering
and sorrow, how happy it is to know
that His love is like Himself ; it is ¢ the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever ;"
in Him there is “no variableness, nor




¢ TILL, HE COME." 15

shadow of turning.” (Heb. xiil. 8;
James i. 17.)

God’s unchanging love gives confi-
dence and joy at all times to those
whoso eyes are single toward Himself;
knowing ¢ that all things are working
together for good to them that love
God,” however trying they may be, and
however lonely their path; and those
who have walked with God in all ages
have found that they have often had to
walk with Him alone.

If God’s path for His people, in Old
Testament times, was a path of separa-
tion, how much more is it 80 now, since
tho Lord Jesus has been rejected and
crucified. He died, and rose again,
and God is uniting believers to Him up
thero, at His own right bhand, giving
them one glorious futuro with His own
beloved Son; so that they are not of
the world, even as Christ is not of tho
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world, but are separated unto Himself
for ever, and soon to be with Him in
unsullied glory. (Phil. iii. 20, 21.)

He would, therefore, have His people
very separate from evil at all times,
with this blessed hope bright before
their souls—the hope of IHis coming.
He is looking on with joy to it Himself,
and He would have them do so too.
Hence His desire is that they should
thus shew His death till Fle come. When
they are remembering Him in death,
He would have.them, at the same time,
to be looking forward with joy to His
coming again to receive them to Him-
self, that where He 1is, there they may
be also; and no joy to the believer is
like the joy of seeing His face, and of
being with Him,

Then there is also the one loaf, which
presents before God the whole body of
Christ, according to His word. ¢ TFor
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we, being many, are one bread [one
loaf] and one body, for we are all par-
takers of that omne loaf.” (1 Cor.
x. 17.)

How happy it is for God’s people to
know this; therefore, when they come
together to remember the Lord, they
see the one loaf on the table, and know
that every believer in the Liord Jesus
Christ is represented by it, let them be
wherever they may, because they are
one body. This 1s as true to-day as
ever it was, though many of the mem-
bors of that body do not know it ; they
are scattered hither and thither, con-
nected with that which God cannot be
pleased with, and they are great -losers
by it ; still, it does not alter that which'
God has done according to the love of
His own heart. It is He Himsolf who
has given them that blessed position,
and He will make it good in everlasting
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glory. That day will find them out,
wherever they are—not one will bo
missing ; the proceedings of the IFather’s
house would be stopped if one were
absent ; but this we know cannot bo.
Still, how sweet it .is to enter into our
blessed portion now, and live in the
enjoyment of it! By doing so we also
honour him,

God delights in seeing His people
happy, fully conscious of the place of
nearness to Himself, which He, in His
kindness and love, has made theirs in
Christ Jesus ;- and it is only as they are
entering into that happy nearness, and
enjoying that love, that they can give
Him acceptable worship—worship which
God can delight in—worship in spirif
and in truth. (John 'iv. 23, 24; Phil.
ii. 8.)

When a poor heavy-laden sinner
obeys the voice of the Lord Jesus, and
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comes to Him (Matt. xi. 29), he not
only gets his load of sin and guilt re-
moved, and taken away for ever, but he
is brought into living union with the
very One that removes it ; he becomes
a child of God, through faith in Christ
Josus. (Gal. iii. 26.) He is no longer
a stranger and foreigner, but a fellow-
citizen with the saints, and of the
household of God: he belongs to that
heavenly family (IEph. ii. 19), and the
Father's house is -his proper abode.
(John xiv. 2.) He is no longer of this
world, even as Christ is not of this
world ; but his hopes, and interests,
and his all are bound up with Christ,
and them that are His. (John xvii.)
The Holy Ghost takes up His abode in
that saved sinner (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20),
who is for ever separated unto God.
(Rom. viii. 89.) There was a time
when this blessed union was manifested
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to the world, and God would have it so
to-day, but, alas! it is not.

I have often thought that the present
divided and scattered state of the church
of God very much resembles that in
which His ancient people, Israel, were
found in the days of Hezekiah, king of
Judah., Israel was scattered; the ten
tribes were lost among the nations; and
the temple was in confusion.

But Hezekiah knew they were not
lost to God, though they were lost to
man, -God knew every one of them,
and where they were; therefore when
Hezekiah had cleansed the house of
God, with all its vessels, and had
arranged things as far as he could, ac-
cording to God’s word, we find the
table of shewbread was put in its proper
place, aceording to its ancient order—
which was, that it should be set before
the Lord, with its twelve cakes (or
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loaves) upon it, six in a row ; and there
was put pure frankincense upon them,
that it might be on the bread for a me-
morial. The loaves were renewed every
sabbath-day. (Lev. xxiv. 5-8.)

The twelve loaves (or cakes) repre-
sented the twelve tribes of the children
of Israel; and the pure frankincense‘
the sweet savour of Christ, which God
ever beheld upon thogse whom He had
brought nigh to Himself.

This Hezekiah knew, therefore he set
the shewbread table in order before the
Lord, and all the other vessels ; thus,
as it were, reminding God of His people,
and also of His unchanging love and
purposes concerning them. (2 Chron.
xxix. 18.) Hezekiah then sent mes-
gengers to the few which were left, to
tell them of what he had dome, and to
invite them to come and take their right
place before God, and eat the passover
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in God's appointed way at Jerusalom,
and God would be gracious to them.
But they mocked the messengers, and
laughed them to scorn; nevertheless,
divers of them humbled themselves,
and came. (2 Chron. xxx. 5-11.)

How far does this resemble the pre-
sent state of those whom (God has made
nigh to Himself by the precious blood
of His own dear Son ?. Divided they
are, and almost hidden in the systems of
men; but God has, in these last days,
worked marvellously by His word and
Spirit, and caused a few to see where
they were, and to come forth and
humble themselves, ard take their right
place at the Lord’s table, according to
His word (1 Cor. xi. 28, 24), fully
owning their weakness and failure, but
willing to do that which 1s right, and
be obedient to Him in all things,
knowing that though they bhave
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changed, yot IHo is tho same ; Ilo
changeth not.

In the days of Haggai, the prophet,
we have a very encouraging sceno
brought before us in reference to this
state of things. A small remnant of
God’s people had just returned from a
long captivity in Babylon, where God
had sent them, in chastisement for their
disobedienco. But they are now brought
back again into their own land, and
God calls upon them to build His house
at Jerusalem, which was in ruins. He
told them that He was with them, ac-
cording to the word which He cove-
nanted with them when they came up
out of Egypt. So His Spirit ‘remained
among them ; therefore they were not
to fear. (Hag. ii. 4, 5.)

God had chastised them for their
ging, as a father does his children, and
sent them into captivity, over and over

|
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again, before their enemies, because of
their disobedience; still, e Himself
remained the same as He ever was.
His Spirit had never left them, but was
still among them; so that they had no-
thing to fear, but to do according to
18 word, and Iie would be gracious to
them, and take pleasure in what they
did.

So now God has, in His goodness
and love, given some of Ilis people to
seoc where they had got through dis-
obedience to His word; and He has
enabled them to turn to Him from the
things around, to serve Him, the living
and the true God, and to wait for His
Son from heaven, whom He raised from
the dead, even Jesus, which delivered
us from the wrath to come.

He has also given them {o remember
that His Holy Spirit is with His people,
having taken up His abode in all them
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that believe, according to the words of
the Lord Jesus, when He said, ¢ I will
pray the IFather, and he will give you
another Comforter, that he may abide
with you for cver; even the Spirit of
truth, whom the world caunot reccive,
because it seeth him not, neither know-
eth him: but ye know him, for he
dwelleth with you, and shall be wn you.”
(John xiv, 16-26.) This is as bless-
edly true to-day as it ever was; and all
believers are by this one Spirit baptised
into one body, of which Christ is the
Head, and they the members. (1 Cor.
xii, 12, 13.)

What joy it gives to know this, not-
withstanding all that has taken place
since the Lord Jesus ascended up on
high! The Holy Ghost has never left
the church of God; but He is still
down here, dwelling in each individual
believer, to guide and direct them in all
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things, especially when they are gathered
together in the name of the Lord. (See
1 Cor. xiv.) His delight is to open
their understandings, so that they might
understand the scriptures, and so make
God’s word clear and plain, and the
future bright and glorious to their souls.
(John xvi. 13.) The Holy Spirit is to
believers now what the Lord Jesus was
to His disciples when He was down
here. Hae is that other Comforter. One
in all things like Himself. He is also
the only true power by which they can
worship God. And they get the help
and joy of His presence, just in pro-
portion as they are subject to Him. He
is not seen by men, but to faith is as
really present as if He were, and as
truly interested in everything that con-
cerns God’s people now, as the Lord
Jesus Himself was when He was per-
sonally among them. Would that
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we all knew the joy and blessedness
of it.

God’'s people, Israel, had twelve
loaves to represent them bofore the
Lord, because they were twelve distinet
tribes, though but one family. Butit is
not so with believers now, they are all
one wn Christ Jesus ; He the Head, and
they the members, and therefore they
are but one body, and one loaf. As it
is also only one table.

" How beautifully simple this is, and
how plainly it shews that, though be-
lievers are in different parts of the
world, mixed up, too, with all manner
of things, yet, wherever that one loaf
is on the Lord’'s table before God, they
are every one of them presented to Him
by it. Scattered and divided as they
are, still, they are by the one loaf shewn
to be one, and they cannot get away
from it; just as Israel could not help
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being presented before God by the
twelve loaves on the shewbread table;
though they were buried among the
nations, and mixed up with things from
which they ought to have been sepa-
rate, yet (od's purposes were not
altered, and His word also remained the
same.

So is it now with all those who love
the Lord Jesus Christ. He died, and
by His death gave to them everlasting
life; therefore they are one in Him ;
their standing is also in Him, however
unconscious they are of it. And God
beholds the pure frankincense upon
them—all the sweetness and.precious-
ness of His own dear Son. They are
accepted in the Beloved, with all his
acceptability—loved as He is loved ;
their sins are forgiven, according to
the riches of His grace. (John xvii. 23 ;
Eph. 1. 6, 7.) DBoth He that sanctifieth,
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and they who are sanctified, are all of
one ; for which cause He is not ashamed
to call them brethren. (Heb. ii. 11.)
He has made them a part and parcel of
Himself, members of His body, of His
flesh, and of His bones. (Eph. v. 80.)
This the one loaf shews forth in the
most simple and beautiful way, and
blessed are they who know the joy
of it.

This oneness of believers with Christ,
and each other, was brought about by
.His resurrection ¢ from the dead.”

As soon as He left the grave, He said
to Mary Magdalene, ** Go to my brethren,
and say unto them, I ascend unto my
Father, and your Iather, and to my
God, and your God.” (John xx. 17.)

Never were such words uttered be-
fore ; indeed they could not be uttered,
because this blessed relationship did not
exist till the Lord Jesus died, and rose
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again. He said, 1 have a baptism to be
baptised with, and how am I straitened
till it be accomplished. He could not
tell them what He so longed that they
should know, till He had passed through
death and resurrection.

But as soon as He left the tomb, then
He could tell it out in all its fulness and
blessedness, even this glorious truth,
that they were now one family, and
that which was true of Him, was true
of them. His interests had become
theirs, and His glorious future theirs
also. The Lord Jesus in resurrection
became the first-born among many
brethren. (Rom. viii. 29.) And it was
there also that He became the Head of
His body, the church. (Eph. i. 19-23.)

What a glorious position believers
are iIn! They are associated with Christ
for ever, and soon will be with Him in
eternal glory. It is only the question
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of a few short days, at the most, and
then they will see His face, and hear
His voice, and be with Him and like
Him for evermore. (Phil. iii. 20,-21.)

Believers are now in this little inter-
val between these two great events—
the cross and the glory; for ever de-
livered by the one, and hastening on to
the other; and at any moment they
might be called away from this scene, to
take their places with Himself in the
glory; He ¢ shall change our vile body,
that it may be fashioned like unto His
glorious body.”

May all who know the joy of this
blessed hope be kept very true and real
for Himself, and very separate from
this evil world, till He come—nevgr
forgetting His pariing words, ¢ This do
tn remembrance of me.”” The time is
short, the opportunity for faithfulness,
in a scene like this, will soon be over,
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and gone for ever. e shall not then
have the happy privilege of shewing
the Lord’s death in & world where He
has been rejected and crucified. This
is one of the greatest testimonies we
can bear for Him while He is away, as
we thereby shew that every blessing,
and every hope and joy we have, eome

to us through the blood of His cross.
H. T.

S

K

Loudon: G. Morrism, 20, Paternoster Square, E.C



A SELECTION OF WRITINGS

By W.T. T.

Jje-Abarim, just published

Tle Walk with God

The Reserves of Faith

Thine, and on Thy Side ...

The Character a.nd Attitude of‘ t.hose who
Know the Word of the Lord ...

The Ensnaring Effects of the Visible

Couscience in the Light

At His Feet .

His Heart a.nd HIB Ha.nd oe

Devotedness ..

Lukewarm ...

The Peculiarity of Our Ca.llmg

Waitin cee

The Wi derr.ess, the Land ‘and the Sea,

Reality

‘One Thing ...

Deliverance and Servmo

The True Grace of God ...

The Revelation of God and from God

The Divine Object ..

The Divine Centroe ..

The Divine Path

The Coming of t.'he Lord ..

The Fa.mlly of God .

Christ, the Sanctuary and Support of HIS People‘id
. 4d

Remnant Times ...
Our Pilgrimage a.nd His Rest

Hold Fast...Keep,..Continue ... ... per - doz 34a.

Let Every: OUne t a.t nameth the' Name of

Christ Depart from Img ity ... per doz. 3d,
e

Thy Way...My Presence...We para.ted »»

8d.

4d.

3d.
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