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WITNESS OF TI-IE SPIRIT:
WHAT IS IT?

“ Whereof the Iloly Ghost also is a witness to us: for
after that He haul said before, This is the covenant
that I will make with them after those (lays, saith
the Lord; I will put my laws into their hearts, aml
in their minds will I write them ; and their sins and
iniquities will I remember no more.”

H 1§:|11:.r:\vs x. 15-17.

‘NZHAT are we to understand by the
witness of the Spirit, about which

some Christian people talk so much? The
Scriptures speak of it; and earnest souls not
a few, with vague and mistaken notions of
its meaning, have been known to long for it,
anxiously and almost hopelessly, for many a
weary year. But the question is, What does
it mean?
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Many have undertaken to answer this
inquiry, and definitions have been handed
down to us bearing the names of dear and
honoured men. To these we listen with
attention and respect, but at the same time
plead the right to test their teaching by
the word of God, even as the Bereans,
when Paul himself preached unto them.
(Acts xvii. 10, 11.)

-it -3- -1-

One tells us that the witness of the Spirit
is an inward impression of the soul, whereby
the Spirit of God directly witnesses to us
that all our sins are blotted out. A second
voice declares that the witness of the Spirit
is seen in our loving, delighting in, and
rejoicing in God; so that the humble
Christian, perceiving these graces in him-
self, no longer doubts his acceptance, or
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his being a child of God. In keeping with
this, another exhorts to careful self-exam1'na-
tion, to see whether these marks of God's
children are borne by us or not.

'51? ‘-IF 96

One thing seems certain, that all such ex-
planations of the witness of the Spirit, quite
apart from their being true or false, tend to
turn the mental eye in upon self, and lead
us to conclude whether we are saved or not
by what we chance to discover there. Oft-
times, if the truth be told, the result is
sulficiently dark and dismal; and when
otherwise, it is clear no enduring peace of
mind can flow from this process of intro-
spection, for where shall one be found
whose inward spiritual state is every day
alike?
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Hence numbers who entertain these views

think themselves saved one day, and doubt
it the next. If satisfied with what goes on
within, they are almost in an ecstasy; and
if not, they are almost in despair—I speak
now of earnest, upright souls. In their
brighter moments they suppose the Spirit is
witnessing to them their interest in Christ;
in their darker ones, that the gracious
witness is wanting. Now all this, we make
bold to say, betrays a lack of understanding
what the witness qf the Spirit really is.

‘l'1.'-'- '5'-5 -5,:

Let me suppose myself speaking to one of
this class. I ask of him the plain question,
“Are your sins forgiven ?” He replies in the
alhrmative. I tell him I am rejoiced to hear
it, and beg him to inform me how he became
assured of this consoling fact. The answer I
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receive amounts to this, that his assurance
proceeds from a careful examination of the
state of his own heart and of his experiences.
He has been blessed of late with many
happy frames of feeling, and putting all
things together, he believes that he may
humbly conclude that he is a subject of
divine favour. Indeed, he is firmly per-
suaded these happy frames can be nothing
else than the Holy Spirit witnessing to
him that he is in a state of grace.

'36 '1' =36

Whereupon I venture to enquire whether
it is always thus with him, and learn, alas!
that it is not. Would that it were! Some-
times the evidences are not so clear. Love to
God languishes, the heart grows cold, there
is but little liberty in prayer, and he fears
he has grieved the Holy Spirit away. Down-
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cast and desponding, he is ready to think that
he has fallen from grace, and is in a sad state.

-1- if 1‘;

The only rejoinder I am able to make to
my imaginary friend is this: Dear sir, if I
mistake not, you confound things that differ.
You are looking for the effects of the Spirit
in you, the effects of being born again,
instead of resting by faith on the blood-
shedding, death, resurrection, and ascension
of the Lord Jesus Christ for pardon and
acceptance with God. Moreover, you draw
what assurance of salvation you happen to
11ave from happy feelings and experiences,
instead of the sure testimony of God’s word,
by which the believer in Jesus may always
know that he is forgiven and saved. In fact,
the witness of the Spirit is the very thing
you have not yet received.
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Should answer be made, “ Nay, but I do
believe that Jesus is the Son of God, and I
have no hope outside His atonement; but
I search my own heart to see if in truth I
have an interest i11 Christ, or an1 only de-
ceiving myself. Surely I am right in doing
this, for St. Paul exhorts us to examine
ourselves, to see whether we are in the faith.
If I have an interest in Christ shall I not
feel happy? And you certainly would not
wish me to be content without such assuring
experiences.” To that I say, If you believe
in Jesus you are forgiven, you are justified
from all things. (Acts xiii. 38, 39.) God
testifies to that fact in His word, and not to
believe Him is a sad sin. When God
speaks shall I say, “O God, Thou hast
spoken, but I cannot, dare not believe
what Thou sayest, unless my feelings assure
me of the truth of Thy word "?
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Besides, the use you make of Paul's words
in 2 Corinthians xiii. 3-5 shews that you
have mistaken his meaning altogether. Let
me quote the verses, omitting the words that
come in by the way, so that the connection
may be more easily seen. “ Since ye seek a
proof of Christ speaking i11 me. . . . .
Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the
faith ; prove your own selves. Know ye not
your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is
in you, except ye be reprobates ?” The
Corinthians, though converted by the apostle’s
ministry, had nevertheless lent their ear to
his traducers. They went so far as to actually
demand proofs of Paul that Christ spoke
in him. “Do you require proofs?" said
he, in answer to their demand. “ Wl1at
better proofs can you have than yourselves?
Search and see. Are you Christians? Are
you standing in the Christian faith? Is
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Jesus Christ really in you? If so, how did
it come about? By whose means?” There
could be but one answer. It was by Paul’s
preaching they had been brought into the
blessings of the gospel. Then they them-
selves were the most convincing proof that
Christ did speak through him. This they
must acknowledge unless they were willing
to confess themselves reprobates. The argu-
ment of the apostle furnishes no warrant
whatever for the practice for which you
plead. * * *

But let us see exactly what the witness of
the Spirit is. Kindly look at the passage
quoted at the beginning of this paper from
Hebrews x., and you will see two things.
First, that the Holy Ghost Himself takes the
place of a witness. Secondly, what the
witness is which the Holy Ghost bears.
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In everyday affairs the difl'erence between

a witness himself and the witness he bears
is easily perceived. Suppose you were called
to give evidence in a court of justice. The
day comes when the case is to be heard, and
you take your place among the witnesses.
When called into the witness-box you state
what you know, and what you state is your
witness. So in this passage the Holy Spirit
is the Witness, and the witness He bears is
expressed, as yours would be, in simple
human speech.

":Y- 96 '35-

Think of the Holy Spirit being a Witness!
Here is one geater than Gabriel, greater than
the innumerable company of angels, all of
them put together, whose word is as far
above theirs as the Creator is above the
creature. Could you have a more honourable
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witness than the Holy Ghost? a more trust-
worthy one than the Spirit of Truth? If
He testifies, then beyond all doubt His
testimony is true; if He hears witness,
then His words cannot be shaken, they
may be received without reserve. The
witness of the Spirit is indeed a firm
foundation for our faith-—-firmer could not
be found either in heaven or on earth.

‘J15 =‘|F- ‘$5

Advance a step further. I/Vhat is it that
the Spirit witnesses? In answering this
question keep in mind that one of the chief
points in Hebrews ix. x. is theiclearing of
the conscience fron1 the pressure and burden
of sins. The apostle argues that the sacri-
fices offered on Jewish altars never accom-
plished that. Wllatever measure of relief
they gave, it was impossible that they should
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purge the conscience. Even the sacrifices
of the great day of atonement brought the
people's sins to remembrance, and shewed
that there was no settlement once for all of
the solemn question of sins and guilt.
(Hebrews x. 3.)

* -if -‘k

But when the epistle to the Hebrews
was written the Great Sacrifice had been
offered. Precious atoning blood had been
shed, whose eflicacy remains in undiminished
force to everlasting days. Shall no richer
results flow from this than had flowed from
Jewish sacrifices? Shall uneasiness and
uncertainty and a burdened conscience be
the portion of those who are under the
shelter of the blood of Christ? Impossible!
‘f By one offering He hath peryfeetecl for ever
them that are sanctified, whereof the Holy
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Ghost also is a witness to us.” (Heb. x. 14,
15.) Perfected for ever! I/Vondrous words !
The question of sins never to be raised
again, settled, set at rest for evermore. Such
is the testimony this chapter bears. Let the
reader ponder it well.

>l-= =l< =l=

Then follows the distinct and confirmatory
witness of the Holy Ghost—a witness borne
in words of marvellous plainness. It is
drawn from Jeremiah xxxi. 33, 34., and is
quoted more particularly for the sake of its
concluding words. Wllat are those words?
What is the witness which this Divine
“fitness bears? Oh, listen to it! for ear
never heard anything more sweet, more
blessed. This is it, “THEIR sms mo
INIQUITIES wILL I REMEMBER NO Mons.” Did
ever witness in earthly courts bear clearer,
brighter testimony than that?
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This witness of the Holy Ghost, we would
earnestly and anxiously “remark, is nothing
vague, mysterious, and hard to be explained.
It is a spohen witness, a written witness,
and, thank God, it is not written in such
uncertain, changing characters as frames
and feelings, which assume one forIn to-day
and another to-morrow. The witness of
the Spirit is fixed and unvarying; it is
inscribed on the imperishable pages of that
living Book of God which we call the
Bible; it is there the Spirit witnesseth to
us that our sins and iniquities God will
remember no more.

>l'= =l< =1-1

He will remember them no more. They
have been remembered, all of them, little
and great. Every sin recorded in your
earthly history, from childhood to youth,
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from youth to manhood, from manhood
to old age; in short, every sin has come
up in remembrance before God. Do
any ask, When? Where? I answer, At
Calvary. There the Saviour suffered for
them, the Just for the unjust. There God
remembered them, and dealt with Him
about them. Therefore does the Holy Ghost
witness that they shall be remembered no
'73!-OTC.

1* ‘:35 ':‘:.=

And now, wherever a Bible is found, by
day and by night, on land and sea, in spring
and summer, autumn and winter, in the
valleys and on the hills, amid the rush of
business and the quiet of hoIne, in sickness
and health, in dark days and bright, in
seasons of doubt and of unshaken faith,
always and under all circumstances the Holy
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Ghost is bearing witness to this stupendous
fact, that our sins and iniquities God will
remember no more.

='l'= =l= =I=

To all believers alike, the youngest and
oldest, the faultiest and the most perfect,
the most miserable and the most rejoicing,
is this blessed testimony borne. It knows
no ups and downs, it changes 11ot, it varies
not, nor is it ever withdrawn, but is always
the same, yesterday, to-day, and for -ever.

'1' * il-

VVhat shall be done with this witness of
the Spirit? or, rather, What should be done
with it? Shall we discredit it, view it with
suspicion, hesitate to receive it, as something
too simple, too good, too blessed to be true?
God forbid! That would be a poor return
for grace so great. One thing only should
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be done with it—it should be believed. To
believe it is to receive it.

‘JG ‘JG '-‘.1

And wherever this witness is believed,
there perfect peace as to the forgiveness of
sins is known and enjoyed. They cannot
be separated, for the one follows the other
as surely as effects follow cause. You
could no more receive the witness of the
Spirit and not have quietness of mind
as to your sins, than you could throw
open the shutters of a dark room and
the light not stream in.

=¥- '3' =16

It is thus that our sins are taken from the
conscience, or, as it is expressed in Hebrews
x. 2, we have “ no more conscience of sins.”
The precious blood of Christ removes them
from under the eye of God; and the witness
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of the Spirit, that therefore God will rc-
Inember them no more, if believed, takes
the condemning load off’ the conscience.

':‘L'-'- =51 if

There are numbers whose sins are gone
from God’s sight, but not from their con-
science. If I owe a debt a1Id cannot pay it
I do not like to meet my creditor. Suppose
some one pays it for me, but never tells me
a word about it, the debt is still on my con-
science, and troubles me though it has been
paid. I need not only to have the debt paid,
but also to hnow that it has been. The one
offering of Christ on the cross is the payment,
and the witness of the Holy Ghost is to let
n1e know that it is all settled. “Their sins
and iniquities will I remember no more.”
Blessed testimony! May each reader re-
ceive it.
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But there is a passage in Romans viii.
which deals with the witness of the Spirit in
a somewhat different way. Let Inc quote
it: “ The Spirit itself Zzectreth witness with
our spirit, that we are the children of God."
(Rom. viii. 16.)

='\"- ‘=11 ‘£-

The witness borne here is not the same as
in Hebrews x. 17. It may help the reader to
discern the difference if he observes that in
Hebrews x. the Spirit witnesses TO us, while
in Romans the Spirit witnesses ‘WITH our
spirit. Moreover, in the former case, as I trust
we have amply shewn, the Spirit's witness
is to the effect that our sins and iniquities
God will remember no more; but in the
latter the Spirit witnesseth with our spirit
that we are God's children. Now that God
should fully and freely forgive is one thing;
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but it is quite another that He should make
the forgiven one His child.

'36- *6 '35-'-

It is a remarkable fact in connection with
the subject we are now discussing that the
Holy Spirit is never expressly named in the
epistle to the Romans till chapter v. is
reached, and only there in a casual way in
verse 5. This silence is significant. God
would not have us confound, or mix up,
the Spirit’s work with the atoning work of
Christ. Therefore we find no Imfolding of
the Spirit’s place and work until we arrive
at chapter viii, and then they are largely
dealt with. ' ,,, * __,,

Now long before this, if the epistle be
read in order, everything relating to our sins
will be seen to be settled ; so that the believer
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is declared to be justified, at peace with God,
standing in divine favour, and rejoicing in
hope of God's glory, ere the Spirit is even
once named. (Rom. v. 1, 2.) Nor l1ave our
experiences any mention either. The death
and resurrection of the Lord Jesus are the
great facts set before our eyes; and we,
believing in the eflicacy of the blood of
Christ, in Him too who is the Justilier of
the ungodly, and who raised up Jesus our
Lord from the dead, are blessed in the way
so beautifully unfolded in the first two verses
of Romans v.

96- =15 =16

It is undoubtedly an immense thing to be
forgiven, and to know it on divine authority,
even by the witness borne in words by the
Holy Ghost; yet the grace of God cannot
be measured by forgiveness of sins only. It
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goes much farther than that. Those who
are forgiven are also His children, being
born of Him, and having faith in Christ
"Jesus, are owned too as His sons. In the
great charter of the believer’s privileges the
fact of his sonship is plainly written down.
Is he not to know it? Assuredly he is, and
to know it in power too.

55 95 ‘:36

The believer, knowing that he is a child of
God, and a partaker of the divine nature,
finds the feelings and affections of that
nature go out towards God his Father.
But not only does his own renewed spirit
thus bear witness that he is a child, but the
indwelling Holy Spirit also witnesses with
his spirit that he is indeed a child of God.
Up to this point in the epistle the believer
had been viewed in no such relationship.
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Saint and servant he had been said to
be, but no reference to his being a child.
He is now plainly declared to be one, and
the Spirit he l1as received enables him to
cry, Abba. Such is the witness of the
Spirit in Romans viii. 16.

‘ill: ti.‘ "5-Iai-

However much the Spirit -may be grieved,
and have to occupy the believer with his wags,
so as to lead him to confession and self-
judgment, when he has failed, and got out of
communion with God, He never leads him to
doubt either his forgiveness or his relationship
with God as His child. IVould~the Spirit ever
lead us to doubt the value of the blood of
Christ, to discredit the witness He Himself
has given, or to question that relationship of
which He Himself is proof .? Never !



26 TI-IE WITNESS or TI-IE SPIRIT:

There remains yet another passage to be
examined, in which the witness of the Spirit
finds a place. I allude to 1 John v. 6-13,
where we shall see that it stands in other
connections still. Here it is not the Spirit
witnessing to us that our sins and iniquities
shall be remembered no more, nor is it the
Spirit witnessing with our spirit that we are
the children of God; but the witness here
is to the immense truth that God has given
unto us eternal life, and this life is in
His Son.

if ‘J?-

“There are three that bear witness on
earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the
blood ”—three witnesses, but one testimony.
These three witness on God's behalf that
eternal life is ours.
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“ He that believeth on the Son of God
hath the witness in himself.” What does
that mean? Why, that the Holy Spirit
Himself dwells iI1 the body of the believer.
“ VVhat? know ye not that your body is
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in
you?” (1 Cor. vi. 19.) The believer, being
born again, and washed in the precious
blood of Christ, is sealed with that Holy
Spirit of promise: and the Spirit thus given
is the witness to him that eternal life is
his as well as the earnest of what he
shall inherit in that day of coming glory.
(Eph. i. 13.) ‘V. it N‘

The blood and the water flowed from
the pierced side of Jesus. Now the death
of Jesus tells not only of expiation made,
but also of the closing up, under the judg-
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ment of God, of our history as of Adam.
The life we inherit fron1 the first Adam is
only evil in the principle of its will, and in
that life we could not live before God. Life,
eternal life, flows to us from a heavenly
Source, and that Source none other than
God's Son. In this life the believer shares
CVCD HOW. =\= s -e-

Finally, notice the argument of the apostle
in the entire passage. The witness of men
we readily receive; we‘ are obliged to do so
about a thousand things. But in human
testimony there is a possibility of mistake,
even when there is no intention to mislead.
With God such a thing is impossible. His
witness. then is incomparably greater than
man's; and if we give credence to one
o.nother’s word; how much more ought we
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to God’s. Not to believe Him is to make
Him a liar. This is strong language, I
grant you, but there are the very words
in verse 10.

if $5 '56-

“These things have I written unto you
that believe on the name of the Son of God;
that ye may KNOW that ye have eternal
life.” Mark. that word “ hnow." Do not
substitute for it either hope or feel. Let it
stand as it is found in the sacred text.
Such is God’s testimony to all that believe,
such the end for which it has been given.
Do you receive this divine testimony? Do
you hnow that eternal life is yours? If
not, why not?

-X- -F -‘k

Here we close. The witness of the Spirit
is thus seen to be something vastly different
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from mere happy feelings. To these three
things He witnesses:

1. That our sins and iI1iquities God will
remember no more.

2. That we are the children of God.

3. That God hath given unto us eternal
life, and this life is in His Son. Happy
are they who in childlike faith have re-
ceived this threefold wit11ess.



“ CAN it he right for me to go
On in this darl=.:, uncert:.Iin way fl

Say ‘I believe ’ and yet not know
Whether my sins are put away l

“ Not know my trespasscs l'orgiven
Until I meet Him in the air!

Not know that I shall get to heaven
Until I wake and lind me there!

“ Not know my state till on my brow
Beams the celestial diadem !

\Vhy, surely all the world will know
That I ’m a pardoned sinner then.

“ Must clouds and darknew veil my brow
Until I dwell with saints in light ‘l

And must I walk in darkness now
Because I cannot walk by sight?

“ And shall I just begin to say,
‘Father, Thine every word is true,’

And cast my doubts and fears away
When all the world will own it too?



Is this the way to treat the God
Who bids me trust and love I-Iim now?

Is this the way to use the Word
Given to guide Inc here below ‘l

How can I forth to sinners go,
And tell of grace so rich and free,

If all the while I do not know
Whether that grace has smiled 011 me?

llow can it be my joy to dwell
O11 the rich power of Jesus’ blood,

If all the while I cannot tell i
That it has sealed my peace with God?

How can I be like Christ below,
How like my Lord in witness shine,

Unless with conscious joy I know
His Father and His God as mine?

Oh, crush this cruel unbelicf l
These needless, shameful doubts remove,

And sull'er.mc no more to grieve
The God whom I do really love.”


