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MANY of the Lord's servants of whom Eve read in
the Scriptures are introduced at the height of their

spiritual energy and power. This suggests that they have
been previously chosen, and specially fitted in advance.
for their sphere of labour and testimony. Such men were
Joshua and David, lttai and Elijah. And how needed is
this preparation ! I-low can the wisdom and the ability
to act for God be otherwise acquired, or elsewhere than
in the company of I-lim for whom they are required to
act? Moses needed forty years of preparation at the back
side of the desert ere he was competent to be a leader of
the people of God.

This training seems to go hand in [hand with the
development of the very evil that the servant will be
called upon to meet ; for failure on such a scale as to call
for divine intervention is generally the result of gradual
decline, which may not even be suspected till the man
taught of God, and acting according to His mind, points
out the failure and seeks to restore normal relationships
between God and His erring ones.
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Thrice happy is it for them, if the call produce
repentance and sorrow even at the cost of humiliation
and shame, for these are usually the precursors of true
restoration.

It may seem strange to say, yet it is doubtless true,
that the very existence of disorders and sorrows in the
Church, may serve as discipline to the servant of God,
their presence serving to cast him entirely on the only
source of strength and wisdom, so that he becomes more
and better fitted to be a representative of His Master.

These principles are well illustrated in the history of
the children of Israel on three notable occasions.

In each instance there was grievous departure from
God, followed by restoration to happy intercourse with
Him, through the intervention of a man of God. In the
second case the fall was deeper than in the preceding one,
but the recovery in the second was more complete than
in the first ; while in the last where the failure was almost
unparalleled, the recovery was one of the most complete
examples that are narrated in the Scriptures, illustrating
the fact that there is an aspect of failure that can be used
for ultimate blessing, by making the exposure of the
decline the beginning of spiritual prosperity.

I.

The first of these revivals was in the reign of King
Hezekiah as recorded in 2 Chronicles xxx.

Hezekiah was the son of Ahaz, the king who sinned
so flagrantly that it seemed almost impossible to add to
the many outrageous acts that he committed against
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jehovah and His holy temple. He destroyed the holy
vessels, turned the priests out of the temple, closed its
doors and erected idols in every corner of the capital.

This idolatrous conduct was repellant to the son, and
had the effect of leading him to learn more and more of
the true God, His wisdom and sufficiency, and to develop
in him that implicit confidence in the Lord that was an
outstanding feature of the character of this devoted man
(2 Kings xviii. 5). How his spirit rebelled against the
procedure of his father, and against the degradation of
the worship of the One whom he confided in, can only
be gauged by the intensity of the measures he took, as
soon as his father's death permitted his putting into effect
the wishes of his heart.

VVith energy and strength he suppressed all the out-
ward marks of rebellion against the worship of the true
God. He opened the doors of the house, sanctified and
cleansed the priesthood, and instituted afresh the divinely
ordained ritual of_the temple.

At the earliest possible moment the priests and the
Levites were called upon to exercise their appointed
functions, and to put into practice principles longforgotten
in the land-—recalling the fact that ALL Israel was
precious to the Lord, that He was not the God of a
faction but of ALL His people—for he issued an invitation
to ALL the tribes of Israel and Judah .to keep the feast
of the Passover in Jerusalem; that is to say he invited
them to return in mind and heart to the very earliest
occasion on which God put forth His power to deliver
them from the bondage of their oppressors.

Many from different parts of the land responded to
the call, and came up to the feast, their readiness of heart
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to respond to the Lord's wishes exceeding the prepared-
ness of the priests to receive them.

How good is it to see that even in times of utter
weakness there are some who respond heartily to the
claims of God, to be found agreeable to Him and to obey
His word I

As a state of disorder prevailed in the city it was
found impossible to keep the feast in the first month of
the year, i.e., in the appointed time. But this was no
hindrance to the king who knew that what he was
engaged in was according to the will of the Lord, and
he fell back on the gracious provision narrated in
Numbers ix. IO, and kept the feast in the second month.

“If any of you be in a journeyafar off, yet he shall
keep a Passover unto the Lord, in the fourteenth day of
the second month shall he keep it, and eat it with
unleavened bread and bitter herbs." Though the cele-
bration was marred by much irregularity the satisfaction
and the joy were so great that it had not been surpassed
since the glorious day on which King Solomon “ sat on
the throne of Jehovah " the very climax of national
prosperity and magnificence (verse 26).

The effects of this restoration were not by any means
confined to the joys they had on this occasion, it expressed
itself in confidence in the Lord and in fervour for His
honour. They destroyed throughout all the land every
trace of that vicious system of idolatry that was so
repugnant to Him whom they would now serve with
purity of heart, “They went out to all the cities ofludah
and brake the images in pieces and cut down the groves
. . . and utterly destroyed them all " (xxxi. 1).
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Cute ‘of their many objects of worship was the brazen
serpent. It is true, that on one solemn occasion, God
Himselfhad directed their attention to it, and it had
been the means of deliverance in His hands from the
effects of the bite of the fiery serpent. But it only had
virtue as used by Him, apart from His living power it
was nothing They learnt this lesson, finding out that
the sign of deliverance was not the presence and power
of the Deliverer, nor the remembrance of blessing any
substitute for the Blesser. They put a right estimate on
the old idol when they called it Nehushtan——-a piece of
brass (,2 Kings xviii. 4).

Nor were their activities confined to the destruction
of idols. Every association with the idolaters was severed,
ever_\~thing defiling and unholy was got rid of, and they
also learnt that they had responsibilities to help those
outside their own circle, and were able to give help and
encouragement “in the regions beyond" (2 Chron. xxx. I)
but only after they were all at one within their own ranks.

But this did not exhaust the tide of spiritual advance,
for the sacrifices and offerings to the Lord were established;
the Sabbaths, the new moons and the set feasts kept, and
in order that this ministration to the delights of the Lord
might be maintained in full activity the people were
requested to bring offerings for the maintenance of the
priesthood. To this request there was a full, nay
bounteous, response. It was such an one as always
follows a revival of affection for the Lord, no sacrifice is
too great, no demand is too high ! It was on'a par with
that in the day when Moses asked for the materials for
the construction of the Tabernacle in the wilderness, the
generosity of the people exceeding the requirements of the
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work so that the people had to be restrained from giving
(xxxi. 2-7). '

Their hearts were in tune with that of the Lord, they
were set on fulfilling His will, and in consequence there
was no stint. The priests were loud in their appreciation
of the gifts of the congregation, {and the heart of God
Himself was refreshed. After this comes the significant
remark, and so like our God, “ The Lord hath blessed
His people ” (8-Io).

Such a people, ministering to the Lord, caring for His
interests and supported by Him, were more than a match
for their overt and covert enemies, for both were defeated
and the intruders returned with shame to their own
lands (2 Chron. xxxii. 21).

II.
The second revival was in the days of king Josiah,

recorded in 2 Chronicles xxxiv.
Neither piety nor impiety is hereditary. Josiah did

not owe his devotedness to the cause of the Lord to the
influence of his upbringing. I-Iis boyhood days were
passed in ungodly surroundings in a home where “his
father trespassed more and more." This wickedness did
not, however, divert the youth from the ways of David
his father. He was a true son of faith and steadfast, and
declined not to the right hand nor to the left. At the
age of sixteen he is said to have sought after the Lord
his God, while at twenty he was busily engaged in
clearing away the idolatrous worship into which Israel
had again fallen.

In these four years he had made much spiritual
progress in spite of the fact that the priesthood had fallen
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as far away from God as his father had done. He
followed the example of Hezekiah in destroying the idols
that had once more been reared up in the land, turned his
attention to the “House of the Lord his God," and set
about to cleanse and repair it.

\Vhilst he was thus occupied, a copy of the law
of the Lord was discovered in the temple, and was
put into his hands. \Vith the eagerness of one bent on
acting in accordance with that law, he had the book read
to him without delay. “ And it came to pass when the
king had heard the words of the law that he rent his
clothes."

For the first time in his life he heard God’s actual
requirements, and he learnt how far from that holy law,
both he and his people had departed. But mark his
conduct ! Instead of calling a conference of the leading
men of the nation, as David had done (I-Chron. xiii.) or
blaming the priests for the neglect of the house of God,
as he might well have done, or reproving the common
people for their departure, as was only too apparent, he
assumed full responsibility for the failure, and cast himself
down in deep humiliation before God and without cloak
or excuse, confessed the neglect of, and indifference to,
the claims of Jehovah that had marked the nation, and
himself as its representative. Afterwards, he called all
the people together and caused them to hear for them-
selves the words of the law, and in their hearing entered
into a solemn pledge to keep the commandments of the
Lord with all his heart.

The leaven of idolatry was purged, and the Ark of
the Covenant of the Lord, was restored to its place in the
holiest of all, for Israel had reached so low a state of
neglect, that even that sacred emblem of the gracious
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presence of God had been replaced by memorials to other
gods--the false gods of their neighbours (xxxv. 3).

After the replacement of the Ark, Josiah sought to
re-establish the services and the feasts that had been
ordained in the law, and began with the Passover, which
was kept in due order, and in the first month according
to the word of the Lord. Nor was there any discordant
note or any irregularity as was found in the days of the
earlier revival (xxxv. 4-6).

Though every one participated in the joys of this
return to fidelity to the Lord, the king himself was the
mainspring of all the activities. It was he that had been
down in the dust, and had wept there, that kept the
feast—-“ Josiah kept the feast," “ he set the priests in their
charges," “he gave instructions " for placing the Ark in
its own sacred spot, and it was he that “gave to the
people lambs and kids for the offerings." Thus stimulated
by the example of their king, “ The children of ISRAEL
(not Judah only) that were present kept the Passover and
the Feast of unleavened bread seven days. “And there
was no Passover like to that in Israel from the days of
Samuel the prophet; neither did all the kings of Israel
keep such a passover as Josiah kept, and the priests and
the Levites and all Judah and Israel that were present "
(xxxv. I7, I8). '

Nothing like it had been witnessed for centuries,
and while that of Hezekiah was the most joyous since
the days of Solomon, it was necessary to go back to the
days before kingship was established to find a parallel to
the one held by Josiah—a period of five hundred years.

As the departure had been more pronounced than in
the first instance, so was the recovery the more fervent,
and in stricter accord with the law of the Lord.
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III.

The third revival was in the days of Nehemiah
(Nell. vii. 70-viii. I7).

\Vith the instability of water, a characteristic feature
of the eldest son of ]acob, there was a speedy relapse
from this high water mark of faithfulness and happiness,
to a lower ebb of sinfulness than that from which they
had been brought by the influence of Josiah, and from
which they did not recover until after seventy years of
chastisement. It was this persistence in evil that roused
the just anger of the Lord against those whom He had
chosen to be a peculiar people, apart from and unlike
those around them. His bounty and His worship did not
content them, they were determined to go outside the
bounds that He had set up for them, and intermingle
with those with whom kinship and intercourse were
forbidden. In short, Jehovah's desires and His allotted
path, were far too limited for them. In order therefore
that they might learn the true character of the worship
that they sought after, God caused them to be carried
away into its very midst. But they must go as captives
and bear the burdens and forced labour, and prove
whether the gods they sought after were really able to
intervene on their behalf, and afford them the deliverance
that Jehovah had given from the hands of Pharoah.

At the same time, the land of promise—the land
where ]ehovah’s name was set, where I-le might be known,
His gracious care realized, and where He should have
been worshipped in the beauty of holiness—must no
longer be defiled by the corruptions of the worship of
strange gods.
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After the seventy years of this severe discipline, a
small band of these captives was, in God’s providence,
brought back to the land whence they had been carried.
The beneficial effects of their chastisement were at once
apparent, for immediately on their return they began to
build the house of the One whom they had so persistently
set at naught. They testified at the same time to the
supremacy of the Lord both in their thoughts and in the
land, and"to the fact that they had learned the lesson He
would have them learn, viz. :——that I-Ie had chosen Zion,
that His interests were there, that it must be preserved in
spotless purity and receive their devoted care and
attention.

In this too, they followed the example both of
Hezekiah and Josiah, and indeed of every one who is
truly instructed in the mind of the Lord They acted on
the principle so emphatically laid down in the New
Testament, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness."

After the house had been built, the very next care of
the returned captives, was to preserve it from the intrusion
of all elements that were in any way likely to rob it of its
true and distinctive character. They surrounded it with
a protective wall, although in so doing they had to
encounter a great deal of opposition from those without,
and some measure of treachery from those within their
own ranks.

Already, in their years of exile from home and the
worship of the Lord, amidst the debauchery of the
Babylonish nation, they had begun to recall their ancient
privileges (Psalm cxxxvii.), to mourn their lot and learn
to value what once they had despised. The word of the
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Lord began to be precious in their eyes, so that now on
the very first opportunity their freedom afforded, “the
people gathered themselves together as one man" and
requested Ezra to read to them the words of the Lord.

As already noticed the first two revivals appeared to
be the outcome of individual faithfulness and initiative
of the leaders, for we read “ That Hezekiah gave to the
congregation a thousand bullocl-rs," “ Hezekiah spake
comfortably unto them ” ; “ Hezekiah prayed" ; “]ehovah
hearkened to Hezekiah.” In like manner it is said of
_]osiah “ The king read "; “ Josiah kept the Passover" ;
Josiah gave to the people." But in this instance there is
a marked and suggestive difference, for all the activities
sprang from the common people. “ All the people
gathered themselves together as one man ” (Neh. viii. 1).
They spake unto Ezra “ to bring the book of the law of
Moses" ; “ all the ears of the people were attentive unto
the book of the law"; “ all the people wept when they
heard the words " ; “ all the people went their way to eat,
and to drink and to send portions."

In the first revival the “ VVord of the Lord " was not
specifically named, though it is evident that Hezekiah
knew it well. In the second, it was read by the king,
first of all in private, then by him, to the people, whom
he had called together to listen to it,

The feasts too, owing their inception to the king as
representative of the nation,necessarily had their character
determined by his apprehension of the mind of the Lord.
In both instances they kept the feast of the Passover, the
feast in which their deliverance from the hands of the
oppressor was celebrated, and which had features of a
private and domestic character. It was partaken of in
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the family domestic circle, in the darkness of the night,
in great haste, and with the accompaniment of bitter
herbs. It had none of the features that spoke of rest,
peace or satisfaction.

But the third case is very different, for the request to
hear the words of the law, sprang from the midst of the
congregation, who were eager to hear, to know, and to
understand it. The desire was deep and widespread, such
desires the heart of God is delighted to gratify, for He
satisfies the desires of every living thing, not according
to the apprehension of the mind of the one who asks, but,
according to His own thoughts for them.

In many ways there is a striking resemblance between
this revival and that of the day of Pentecost, for both
were characterised by a spontaneity of interest, a desire to
hear the words of the Lord, to attend to, and heed its
teachings, followed by searchings of conscience and deep
contrition from which resulted “gladness and single-
ness of heart and praising God,” \\’e cannot then refrain
from concluding that this was a special work of the Holy
Spirit in the midst of the whole body of the people, for
even the date of the awakening (the first day of the
seventh month) was a day set aside by the Lord for a
Holy Convocation, when they should have been gathered
together by the blowing of the silver trumpets of the
priests; but though there had been no sounding of the
trumpets in their ears, there had been one in their hearts,
which had drawn them together to hear the voice of the
Lord.

To this feeble few was granted a return of spiritual
happiness and thoroughness that was entirely unpre-
cedented in fervour, extent and purport, though at the
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same time there was a blend of self judgment, humiliation
and tears, afflicting their souls as was required‘ of them in
the great day of Atonement—a feast which was also
celebrated in the seventh month.

This contrition and true repentance, greatly rejoiced
the heart of God. He found joy in their being together,
and in listening to the outpourings of the feelings of their
hearts, and ere they returned home they had the assurance
that the Lord s joy was theirs, and that in their weakness
the joy of the Lord was their strength,

These fresh tokens of divine favour served to
stimulate the elders to prosecute the study of the \Vord,
which was speedily rewarded by a new and unexpected
discovery, viz. :——~that the fifteenth day of the seventh
month was also a day to be remembered before the Lord.
They found that “ the children of Israel should dwell in
booths in the feast of the seventh month: and that they
should publish and proclaim in all their cities, and in
Jerusalem, saying, Go forth into the mount, and fetch
olive branches, and pine branches, and myrtle branches,
and palm branches, and branches of thick trees to make
booths, as it is written. So the people went forth, and
brought them . . . and sat under the booths: for since the
days of jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not the
children of Israel done so. And there was very great
gladness. Also day by day, from the first day unto the
last he read in the book of the law of God."

It would be difficult to conceive a more affecting
scene than was here witnessed. A poor and afflicted
company without anything but their transparent integrity
of heart to commend them, sitting in undisturbed and
blessed satisfaction under the symbols of God's grace and
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bounty, free from distraction and care to meditate on His
goodness and enjoy to the full the fatness of the place
into which they had now been brought.

And now as they rest before Him, the Holy Ghost
links the celebration of the feast so held, by the merest
residue of the nation, with the proud days when the
undivided congregation, fresh in the unalloyed happiness
at the completion of their wanderings in the wilderness,
stood beyond the Jordan on the place to which their
fathers had wistfully looked since the days of Abraham :
a time when they stood in their full strength feeding on
the old Scorn of the land, without a taint of Egypt upon
them, and when the Captain of the Lord's host with a
sword drawn in his hand, led these divinely supported
and strengthened warriors against the very strongholds of
the enemy, who held the land of His purpose from the
people of His choice.

This was the only company that had ever entered
into the land in the way in which God had intended,
since those memorable days. They yvere the only ones
that had known the joy of being brought to Himself, a joy
which it had been the desire of the Lord that every one
of them should have known from the very beginning,

Neither might, nor prowess, nor numbers, is a
guarantee for the guidance or for the presence of God; it
is only when one is pursuing a course that is in perfect
accordance with I-lis will that such can be secured, for
neither the victorious David nor the magnificent Solomon
had so distinguished a mark of the good pleasure of the
Lord as this insignificant few, from whom there came the
wish to erect and maintain a tribute to the One to whose
goodness and constancy they bore willing testimony.
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VVith a return of spiritual apprehension, and a
recognition of the holiness of the place into which God
had brought them, came a further appreciation of His
mind, and a determination to be true to it at all costs.

Thus did God find pleasure in the latter days of the
history of Israel, amongst a few who were content to be
without any pretension, but who were desirous to keep
a place for Him in the world, to the very end.

This desire was granted to them in a way that
exceeded their farthest thought, for from this residue of
God’s chosen ones there came the One on whom His eye
rested with perfect complacency and delight, and from
whom shone their light and glory (Isa. Ix, and lxi,) and
whose Name should endure all generations.

IV.

Precisely as the triumphant days of Joshua (when
Israel was completely under the guidance of the Spirit
and were led to take possession of the land for God)
were succeeded by the abandonment of every bit of
faithfulness to Him, so since the corresponding day of
Pentecost, there have been periods of grave relapse from
the truth proclaimed, and loss of the power then demon-
strated, followed as was in the case of Israel, by occasional
and partial recovery, to all appearance due to the influ-
ence of some devoted leader of exceptional merit.

In much more recent times there was a quiet and
steady movement amongst many Christians in different
parts of the world. There were awakenings as to sus-
pected errors in the teaching and preaching then cus-
tomary ; a sense of the all-sufficiency of the I-loly Spirit
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to teach and reveal the meaning of the Scriptures, and
there was also a ready submission to the truths found
therein. The doctrines that had been taught by the
apostles, but which had been long forgotten, were once
more studied and while there was a consciousness of
weakness, there was also a deep sense that the Spirit was
also affecting men's hearts as to their links with a
religious system which contained many elements that
were not according to the ‘Word, and leading them to
sever their links with it, and at the same time to see
more and more of the excellencies of His beloved Son
and the honour due to His name. This had the effect of
making I-Iim the only centre to which they could gather,
and in whose Name alone they were content to meet.
Any other bonds but those that were formed by the Holy
Ghost were no longer acknowledged and there was a
desire like that of the remnant under Nehemiah to be
permitted to hold fast to that which He had established,
till the Bright and the Morning Star, their Light and
their Glory, should come forth and introduce that day of
splendour when all things should be put beneath His
feet, and He be amongst His many brethren as the First-
born .

There is still another feature which is common to
the days of Nehemiah and to the present.

After the days of rest and rejoicing before the Lord
were finished, “The children of Israel were assembled
with fasting, and with sackclothes, and earth upon them
and . , , separated themselves from all strangers and
stood and confessed their sins,"—-doubtless sins arising
from the association with those who were forlidden
amongst them. This purgation was the result of their
newly found intimacy with the Lord, which led them to
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detect that which wasunsuited to Him, and to remove
every trace from themselves that was not agreeable to
Him.

In the tenth chapter we read they brought what was
needed for the service of the Lord and swore not to
forsake the “House of our God" of which they re-
established and maintained the whole service, every
branch being carefully attended to. The consecrated
things were provided for the Levites, and the Levites
were consecrated for the children of Aaron. This was
precisely the divine order, that is that the people should
minister to the Levites, the Levites to the priests, so that
the priests might be at liberty to minister to the Lord.

This return to the first principles of the presence and
guidance of Jehovah secured for them the light of His
presence, and things that had previously escaped their
notice became apparent. There were insidious evils
that needed more spiritual light and energy to cope with
than they had possessed. They detected by the light of
the VVord that they still had associations that were
intolerable to God. There were Ammonites and
Moabites not only in their midst, but actually found in
matrimonial alliances with their children, although the
word was plain that such should not come into the
congregation of the Lord for ever. Now without a
moment’s hesitation, they put away the mixed multitude
from them, willing to sacrifice everything rather than
the name, and the testimony to the name, of the Lord
should in any wise be sullied.

There is little or no hope nowadays for any great
recovery of affection for Christ in Christendom, nor of
any great return of fidelity to Him in the professing
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churches, nor any escape on a large scale from the
bondage of modern tendencies in the religious world;
but as long as the coming of the Lord is deferred, there
is time for those who recognize the truth of these things
to emulate the example of that little company that
found their strength in the “ Joy of the Lord.”

There need not be any looking out for the advent
of some great and capable leader, or for some remarkable
teacher, who shall stimulate the flagging energies of the
Lord's people, but great pleasure would be given to Him
were each of His redeemed people to act on the principles
that actuated those who returned to the Lord in the
closing days of Old Testament history; i.e. to gather
together as one man in the bonds of divine unity. Not
to, or by, "a great leader, or to a set of doctrines, be they
ever so correct, but, with an unanimity produced by the
Holy Spirit, to gather to the Lord alone, with hearts
attuned to His and with ears attentive to His voice ; to
understand the words of the Book ; to afflict our souls as
waywardness, failure, departure and division are found ;
to delight in the Lord alone; to rest in the presence of
His infinite love and grace, and to meditate upon Him.
Then, refreshed and comforted, be enabled to act for
Him in a way that merits His approval, all the while
maintaining the purity and sanctity of His house, and
tolerating nothing that would savour of alliances with
those who though near neighbours defile the house of the
Lord, by the nature of their origin (Gen. xix.) and the
character of their conduct (Neh. xiii.)
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