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PREFACE. 

THE Epistle to the Hebrews is a solitary and 
remarkable instance in which the Holy Ghost has 
dictated a very important book of Scripture in the 
form of an anonymous letter of exhortation. 

It cannot be a matter of surprise to any, that 
this circumstance has proved a fruitful source 
of disputation among Biblical critics. From the 
earliest ages of the Christian dispensation, to the 
present hour, the authorship of this Epistle has 
been a frequent topic of discussion. To the 
simple-minded Christian, who, by the sure guid¬ 
ance of that unction from the Holy One which 
gives to very babes in Christ ability to distin¬ 
guish truth from error,1 the discovery of the 
writer's name will be a matter of comparative 
indifference. Discerning in it, as he surely will, 
the voice of the true Shepherd, he will assure 
himself, that had it been expedient or necessary 
to the work of edification that it should be 

1 1 John ii. 20. 
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known, the grace and wisdom which have, in 
other instances, distinctly indicated the instrument 
which God employed, would not have concealed 
it in the present case. But as this question still 
frequently recurs, and is, like all such questions, 
employed by the enemy as an instrument for 
disturbing the souls of men in their reliance on 
the Word of Truth, it may be useful to state 
briefly the question as it stands. 

Among modern Christians the balance of opinion 
has stood mainly between the names of Paul and 
Apollos. That the latter, who is elsewhere noticed 
by the Spirit as a man both "eloquent" and 
"mighty in the Scriptures,"2 should have been the 
author of this Epistle, has seemed almost conclu¬ 
sive to some who have sought their proofs in the 
presumptive evidence of style and language. Of 
the arguments which might be used in favour of 
its Pauline authorship, I shall here allege that one 
alone which rests on the words of his brother 
apostle in 2 Pet. iii. 15, 16, and which appears to 
me decisive of the question. 

To appreciate fully the allusion there made to 
his "beloved brother Paul," it is necessary to re¬ 
member that the Epistle to the Hebrews, and the 
Epistles of Peter have morally a common object. 
The former is characterized by its author as an 
"exhortation,"3 while the latter also were written 
for the declared purpose of " stirring up the 
minds" of those addressed by " way of remem-

8 Acts xviii. 24. » Heb. xiii. 22. 
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b ranee."1 Standing, according to its acknowledged 
date, between the First and Second Epistles of 
Peter, the anonymous Epistle to the Hebrews 
takes notice, in a tone of affectionate severity of 
the decay of both faith and patience which had 
caused their "former days" to stand in reproachful 
contrast to their then condition;5 while the last 
Epistle of Peter, in which earnest warning is 
largely mixed with comfort and encouragement, 
but quite unaccompanied by any tone of repre¬ 
hension or rebuke, fitly closes this series of Divine 
communications to the Hebrew saints. 

The aim of both writers was, by means of a 
rich and full ministry of Christ, to confirm their 
brethren in their patience of hope. By both the 
promised advent of the Lord is kept distinctly 
before the view of the disciples, and by both 
there is delivered an impressive warning of the 
apostasy of the professing Christian body. Each 
witness labours to stir up his brethren to take 
firmer hold upon the God of promise, and by each 
the word of grace is used to guide the heirs of 
salvation along the ways of holiness and peace." 

When, therefore, I find the Apostle of the Cir¬ 
cumcision stating at the close of an Epistle 
addressed avowedly to the " Dispersion," that Paul, 
"according to the wisdom given unto him, had 

1 2 Pet. Hi. 1, 2. 
' Heb. x. 32-34. With this compare 1 Pet. i. 5-9. 
6 Compare, as to the similarity of doctrine in these Epistles, Heb. 

vi. 11-20, and x. 36-39, with 1 Pet. 5-7; and with Heb. xii. 2-4, 
1 Pet. iv. 12, 13. 
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•written unto them; as also in all his Epistles, 
speaking in them of these things," &c.—drawing 
thus a pointed distinction between his Epistles to 
the Gentile Churches and that addressed by him 
to the circumcision, I accept each testimony as 
conclusive. It affirms, first, that the teaching of 
Paul and Peter (though each had his specially 
appointed work, and one might exceed the other 
in the measure of the revelations made to him,) 
was essentially the same; and, secondly, that the 
Apostle of the Gentiles had expressly written to 
the same " strangers of the dispersion,"7 as are here 
addressed by Peter, i. e. to believing Hebrews, who, 
in whatever local situation8 they might be tem¬ 
porarily found, are contemplated by the Spirit of 
grace, as abroad upon their pilgrimage of faith; 
having here no continuing city, but in quest of 
one to come. 

Exposition of doctrine, rather than critical dis¬ 
cussion, has been my aim in preparing the follow¬ 
ing work. It is intended for Christian readers, 
in what spiritual condition soever they may be,— 
for any reader, happy or unhappy, who may find 
upon the title-page, or in this preface, any promise 
of either profit or relief. Those who already are 
at peace, and, in the happy confidence of faith, 
are joying now in God through Jesus Christ, will 
naturally enter on the work at its commencement. 

7 Διασπορά. 1 Pet. i. 1. Compare, for the proper force of this 
expression, John vii. 25, and James i. 1. 

8 It is impossible to say positively to what place this Epistle was 
originally sent. 
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For to such the Epistle will present, in all its 
parts, the value and attraction of the word of-
grace. On the other hand, it is my hope that, 
through the mercy of God, the weak or unset¬ 
tled Christian, who is a stranger to solid peace 
of conscience, will not turn wholly in vain to 
such parts of this volume as the practical exi¬ 
gency of his spiritual condition may prompt him 
to examine in the first place. 

With reference to this Second Edition, it is 
only necessary to say, that in the course of the 
thorough revision which it has undergone, the origi¬ 
nal work has heen considerably enlarged, besides 
being slightly altered in some minor details. No¬ 
thing, however, has been changed, either with regard 
to its general structure or its doctrinal tone and 
character. 

To the reader whose principal desire may be to 
obtain a clear and connected \'iew of the structure 
and argument of this Epistle, the extent to which 
the practical application of doctrine has in some 
instances been carried, may appear undesirable and 
inconvenient. I shall be truly sorry, if, in any 
instance, an attentive reader is injuriously diverted 
from the main thread of the Spirit's argument. 
On the other hand, a desultory or careless perusal 
of a work of this description is little likely to 
please or profit any one. "Writing in the in¬ 
terests of Truth alone, and for those only who 
are seeking" truth, I have attempted always to 
adjust in their due proportion doctrinal statement 

b 



X PEEFACE. 

and practical application; bearing ever in mind, 
that while truth must, in its very nature, interest 
the understanding of all who are Truth's children, 
it is to the heart and conscience of the believer that 
the voice of the Spirit is continually addressed. 

Sho.uld these Notes be in any degree instru¬ 
mental in persuading Christians to the habit of 
studying the books of Scripture consecutively, as 
well as in detached and fragmentary parts, they 
will not have been published in vain. Desultory 
reading tends rather to loosen than to gird the 
loins of our minds.9 It is, indeed, a sweet privi¬ 
lege of the believer to be allowed to cull at will, 
.for the refreshment of his spirit, the fairest flowers 
of Divine promise. For all that God has spoken 
He has spoken for His children's sakes. But to 
taste in perfection the comfort of His word, we 
must ourselves be seeking, not our own comfort 
chiefly, but the knowledge of His will. Now God 
has given us His Word in divers forms. If then 
we would honour Him in His gracious gifts, or 
consult full blessing to ourselves, we must accept 
His testimonies as they are delivered to us, and, by 
a patient and believing study, endeavour to gather 
from them all the precious fruits of wisdom which 
they promise to the inquiring man of God.1 

May He mercifully bless this aim. 
A. P. 

9 1 Pet. i. 13, ii. 2 * 2 Tim. iii. 14-17; Jas. iii. 13-18. 

October, 1862. 
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INTRODUCTORY ESSAY 
ON 

THE DISPENSATIONS. 

AN expression occurs at the very commencement 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, a full elucidation 
of which seems to call for more space than may 
conveniently be afforded to it in the body of the 
following work. On the other hand, a just appre¬ 
ciation of its meaning is highly desirable for all 
who would seek, from the careful study of this 
Epistle, a fuller measure of that knowledge which 
we are exhorted to add to our faith,1 and the 
possession of which constitutes the chief distinction 
between the infantine believer and the full grown 
man in Christ.3 

It is to the "last days,"3 which, at the opening 
1 2 Pet. i. 5. 
s 1 John ii. 14; 1 Cor. xiv. 2. Compare also the remarks in the 

ensuing work on chapter v. ad fin. 
3 The reading now generally adopted by critical editors, iir' 

ίσχάτου των ήμίρών τούτων, " at the close of these days," i.e. at 
the conclusion of the period during which the revealed word has 
been successively communicated to men, is, perhaps, to be preferred. 
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of the first chapter, are contrasted with the former 
times in which the fathers lived, that the present 
allusion is made. The least attentive reader is 
aware of the general drift of the contrast there 
expressed. But there is an exactness and pre¬ 
cision in the language of the Spirit, which we 
are not wise to disregard. In the present instance, 
if we would correctly appreciate the above-quoted 
expression, some degree of intelligent acquaintance 
must first be had with the nature and intention 
of those former economic periods, to which it 
stands in so marked and important a relation. 

Nor is the study of dispensational doctrine desir¬ 
able only as a means of furnishing the Christian's 
mind with an ordered chronology of great Scrip¬ 
tural facts. To note the "wisdom with which God 
has governed the slow march of time, and brought 
to pass, in their appointed sequence, those events 
which assisted the gradual advancement of the 
day of light and truth, is undoubtedly both inter¬ 
esting and useful. But it is when contemplated 
morally that the record of past time presents its 
most important lessons to the soul. For not only 
are the varied phases of Christ's many glories 
discernible by faith in what His Spirit has dic¬ 
tated to the holy men of old; but the lively 
oracles of God contain the only safe and true 
solution of all the changeful phenomena of human 
'history which remain to the mind that disregards 
their voice, a riddle of perplexity and doubt. The 
inspired Word is the sole mirror which faithfully 
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reflects the moral feature's of both God and man. 
For God, \vho has suffered human character to 
expand itself, by bringing man under diverse and 
successive dispensations, has published the results 
for our instruction in the unbroken Scripture of 
His truth. His varied dealings with His creature 
have given occasion to the revelation of His own 
perfections, which they have educed, also the mani¬ 
fold qualities of fallen humanity, and (where the 
ear is opened to receive His testimonies) have 
expounded man completely to himself. 

Some feeling of the intrinsic importance of the 
subject, and a belief that this branch of Divine 
knowledge has "been less generally cultivated 
among Christians than other portions of God's 
perfect truth, have induced me to present to the 
reader the following rude outline, in which an 
attempt has been made to sketch distinctly the 
leading features of these former epochs, with a 
view to a better understanding of the times in 
"which our own lot has been cast. Our inquiry 
will be directed to three principal economies, or 
dispensations—the Antediluvian, the Noachic, and 
the Mosaic, or legal. These shall be severally 
considered in their order, with such passing notice 
of those more particular instances of Divine in¬ 
tervention in the course of human history, of 
which the Scriptures speak, as may serve to set 
in more distinct and ample view the general 
subject now under consideration. We shall find 
that under all the varieties of form which dis-
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tinguisli the earlier dispensations from each other, 
one common feature attaches to them all: the 
reclaimableness of fallen humanity is there assumed 
as the ostensible4 basis of God's dealings with 
men. Let us now cast our glance backwards for 
a little space. 

Brief but decisive witness has been borne by the 
Spirit of God to the origin, the progress, and the 
end of human society, in the antediluvian world. 
Adam's transgression had preceded the first birth 
of human kind. Sent forth from Paradise, under 
sentence of a life of toil, until his measured days 
of vanity shovild end in death, man was to pro\re 
his fealty to his Creator by honouring Him in a 
truthful and submissive recognition of his own 
now degraded yet hopeful position. A choice, 
indeed, lay still before him. He might accept 
with wise humility his outcast place, and giving 
glory thus to God, by acknowledging his right¬ 
eous work of judgment, he might look from the 
remoteness of that banishment to the same God 
as his refuge, and his ultimate reward, by con¬ 
fiding in Him as the faithful speaker of the word 
of promise;' or he might, in the spirit of self-
will and self-dependence, acquiesce, with an evil 
contentment, in his new position as an alien from 
Eden. Finding the ready soil obedient, with rich 
return of increase, to his labour, he might cease 

i I say "the ostensible basis," because from the very beginning, 
the secret of man's total ruin, morally as well as physically, has been 
the possession of saving faith. 5 Gen. iii. 15. 
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to remember that that labour was itself a badge 
of sin, that God had cursed the ground because 
of human guilt, and that the sweat which stood 
upon his face while thus he toiled for bread, was 
a perpetual witness that the link was severed which 
had once bound peace and blessedness to God's 
unfallen creature as the willingly dependent object 
of His goodness. In the first pair of human 
generation, both these conditions stand exemplified 
in their contrast. The former, which is the way of 
God, was discoverable only by faith, and through, 
the effectual power of His grace. Abel chose this. 
He confessed God according to the truth of his 
natural and inherited position as a sinner, and 
thus gave glory to the God of judgment, while his 
trust was in the faithful promise of His mercy." 
The latter was the way of nature—obvious and 
inviting to man's master principle of self- depen¬ 
dence, but exactly contrary, in its tendency and 
result, to the way of faith. Such was the choice 
of Cain. But nature, though it loves not God, 
and turns a deaf ear to the searching testimonies 
of His truth, is, nevertheless, instinctively a wor¬ 
shipper in its own perverted way. Eefusing all 
true acknowledgment of sin, and standing, in self-
delusive confidence, upon the fallacious assumption 
of its own inherent capability of good, its chosen 
form of worship becomes the clearest conviction 
both of its folly and its guilt. It was thus with 

6 For a further notice of Abel and his faith, the reader is referred 
to the remarks on chap. xi. 4, in the ensuing work. 

h 5 
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Adam's first-born son. Cain tills the ground. He 
reaps its fruits; he brings them spontaneously as 
an offering to God, with expectation of acceptance 
for himself and for his work. But God, who is 
not to be deceived by outward shew, rejected 
both; for though thus seemingly honoured and 
adored, He had no sanctuary in the heart of 
Cain. Neither confession nor repentance find ex¬ 
pression in his gifts. He worshipped in the 
haughtiness of an unbroken will, instead of in 
the reverence and godly fear, which are the un¬ 
failing accompaniments of faith. Hatred of Abel's 
righteous way was in his thoughts, while Cain 
thvis outwardly drew nigh to God. Having sup¬ 
posed that God was even as himself, he is enraged, 
but not humbled, when thus undeceived. Instead 
of filling him with godly sorrow, his disappoint¬ 
ment only ripens jealousy to madness. And so 
the first-recorded worshipper was also the first 
murderer, shedding his brother's blood at the 
bidding of a stronger feeling than the instincts 
of nature. He was of "that wicked one."7 It was 
the shining of God in Abel's righteous works that 
roused the bitter wrath of Cain. "His own deeds 
were evil, and his brother's righteous." 

Thus the first fruit of woman's travail was sin 
in its most fearful type. The first-begotten of 
mankind, because he sought his own prosperity 
in proud forgetfulness of God, became a fratricide 
at the bidding of the devil. Such is the natural 

7 1 John iii. 12. 
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catastrophe of the flesh when left to work its 
own results. " Sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death." The carnal mind, being enmity 
against God, while it is the obsequious slave of-
sin, is always capable of this. Murder is one of 
the evil treasures which lie deep hidden in the 
heart of ruined man.8 

The mark of God was set upon the murderer 
as a token of exemption from all vengeance at 
the hands of man. For as yet the right of judg¬ 
ment, which belongs to God alone, had not been 
delegated to a human hand. But the goodness 
of God, which should have led the guilty to re¬ 
pentance, becomes but an occasion to the selfish 
desires of the flesh. Willingly departing from the 
presence of God, though he well knew that the sole 
tenure by which he held his life, was the forbear¬ 
ance of his Judge, Cain becomes the founder of 
the first settled, social community upon the earth. 
The useful arts, and fair embellishments of life,— 
things capable, indeed, of goodly ends when used 
for God, but which, as merely human inventions, 
are the chief nourishment and solace of that "pride 
of life" which keeps the unrepentant world at a 
willing distance from the God of grace,9—-are sig¬ 
nificantly declared by the Spirit to have originated 
in the family of Cain.1 

The substituted branch which grew from Adam's 
root, in place of slaughtered Abel, produced, mean-

8 Matt. xv. 19. 9 Isa. v. 12. ι Gen. iv. 21, 22. 
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while, its separate and abundant fruit.8 Men 
multiplied. The several races of Cain and Seth 
grew on with rapid increase. The time and 
manner of their interfusion is not distinctly noted 
in the word of God. Intrinsically they were on 
precisely equal terms. Adamic nature, that is, was 
not less evil and corrupted in the Sethic race than 
in the family of Cain. Yet it is in the second 
line of natural descent alone that instances of grace 
are found. Enoch and Noah are of Sethic blood. 
No child of Cain obtained a good report from God 
through faith. But the comely testimony which is 
borne to Enoch seems to cast, by its brightness, 
a yet deeper shade upon the broad living picture in 
the midst of which this individual figure is pre¬ 
sented in such pure Telief.3 He walked with God 
—a proof that God still spake to those whose ear 
was open to His word.4 Time fast grew on. Men 
lived long lives and multiplied their works, while 
each man walked in the light of his own counsel, 

2 Gen. v. 
3 It is not intended to imply that Enoch stood alone as a man of 

faith. The Lord had, doubtless, even then, His people whom He 
knew. All that is denied is the intrinsic goodness of the Sethic line. 
Such a notion is a merely fabulous tradition, entirely unwarranted 
by Scripture. 

4 The living word of promise which accompanied the exiles from 
Eden, was in itself a sufficient warrant for the faith of any who still 
looked to God. But there is good reason for believing that the Spirit 
also bore direct testimony in other ways, and that among the numer¬ 
ous oifspring of the house of Seth, Enoch was not the only prophet 
of the Lord, although he was, undoubtedly, the most conspicuous 
and highly favoured. Nothing can, however, be clearly proved from 
Scripture on this subject. 
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unchecked by any forcible restraints of law. The 
result has been minutely recorded in the word 
of God for instruction.5 Sixteen hundred years of 
natural probation brought man to such a ripeness of 
iniquity as drew upon a full and reckless world the 
unsparing vengeance of the God of judgment. He 
would meet man in his ways. His Spirit should 
no longer strive in vain.6 He would rid Him of 
that which was a daily provocation of the eyes 
of His holiness. Violence, whose first beginning 
was fraternal murder, now filled the earth which 
God had entrusted to men's hands. God's world 
was totally corrupt, and its corruption was the 
unchecked wilfulness of man. 

The dispensation of natural liberty thus results 
in a judgment of general destruction. 

Eight souls are saved by grace; and on the 
subsidence of the waters of judgment another 
world immediately begins. Man, saved by Divine 
mercy as a relic from a perished race, is set 
anew in the now vacant earth, to have it, and to 
hold it, according to the specialties of Divine 
covenant.7 The will of God was now more forcibly 
expressed, and His commandments more imme-

·• 5 Gen. vi. - viii. 
6 In that dispensation. For, as has been well observed, the accom¬ 

panying reason, " for that he also is flesh," wag an oracular inti¬ 
mation, which succeeding dispensations have but too abundantly 
illustrated, that no striving of the Spirit can improve the flesh. The 
declaration by the living Truth, that " the flesh profiteth nothing," 
is a statement of the fundamental necessity of Divine redemption. 

7 Gen. ix. 



XX11 INTKODUCTOKY ESSAY. 

diately applied, as a yoke of governance and a law 
of guidance, to the human will. The new world, 
like the old, began its course with blessing from 
its Creator. "God blessed Noah," &c. But before 
the blessing and the injunctive ordinances which 
accompanied it were pronounced, a solemn witness 
had been borne to the unchanged moral identity 
of the survivors of the flood with those whose 
iniquity had been their ruin.6 The verdict of 
man's utter moral corruption, which had gone be¬ 
fore the judgment of the deluge, is repeated at the 
inauguration of the second father of the race. But 
now it was for mercy, and not judgment, that God 
spake these words. God said them in Ms heart, 
when gratefully reminded, by the acceptable offer¬ 
ing of Noah, of the sweeter savour of a Redemp¬ 
tion which was yet to be. He caused the secret 
pleasure of His heart to be recorded in the woxd 
of truth, for the comfort and assurance of the 
souls that fed upon that word. Meanwhile the truth, 
of this, His newly uttered estimate of man, would 
be established in due time.9 

The dispensation based upon the covenant with 
Noah runs on still. Nor will it cease until the 
last destruction (not by water), for which the pre¬ 
sent heavens and the present earth are held in 

8 Gen. viii. 21. 
9 Full soon. Noah, the preserved of God—the heir of the right¬ 

eousness -which is by faith—the beginner of a new world—is the 
first renewer of the actual course of sin. The father's drunkenness 
is the opportunity of the son's impiety. In the first the weakness, in 
the second the wickedness, of nature is exemplified. 
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:sure keeping by the word of God, shall have 
finally removed the stage on which the long and 
eventful conflict of good and evil will have then 
been carried to its utmost close.1 

Violence had filled the world before the flood, 
in which no trace of special government appears. 
No other barrier than the feeble one of natural 
conscience then stood between men and their guilty 
inclinations. But now there was imposed on them 
a direct and authoritative check. A law of blood 
was declared to Noah, on his formal investment 
with the government of the earth, which, if obeyed, 
•would have acted as a bridle on man's murderous 
lusts.2 But war has been, notwithstanding, man's 
pastime and his bank. Led of his lusts, he lias 
shed blood like water on God's earth for gain. In 
every climate and in each succeeding age, the hand 
of violence has found its occupation and reward.3 

The most conspicuous and most frequently recurring 

ι 2 Pet. iii. 10; Eev. xx. 11-15. 
2 Blood could be shed lawfully only in the way of retribution. 

Man was God's minister of wrath upon the first shedder of blood. 
Abraham's slaughter of the kings (Gen. xiv.) has this character. So 
likewise the wars of Israel (so far as they were sanctioned by 
Jehovah) were inflictions of Divine judgment upon the provocation 
of human iniquity. 

3 It is well to remind the reader that the growing unpopularity of 
war, in what is called Christendom, though, doubtless, owing in part 
to the beneficent effect of the diffusion of Christian doctrine, (which 
even in its most debased form, never fails to exercise some happy 
influence, though its -vital power may be unknown,) is far more the 
result of prudence than of principle. As aivilizatiosn extends, wars 
become increasingly inconvenient and unwelcome to all classes, but 
those who are warriors by profession. Peace, no less than war, is the 
eifect of human selfishness operating under different conditions. 
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events in the great chronicle of human history are 
•wars. 

At Babel was exhibited the first unanimous 
re-action of the human will against the positive 
commandment of the Lord. That men should 
separate, and fill the earth was the exprossed 
desire of their Maker. The labour of the foolish 
builders was for safe and lasting union and re¬ 
nown.4 "Lest we be scattered abroad upon the 
face of the whole earth," expressed a motive strong 
enough to lead them to attempt a work whose top 
should reach the heaven which they thus defied. 
But God met their counsel half way in the wisdom 
of His might. 

The call of Ahram, the event next noticed in 
the Spirit's narrative, is a solemn era in the history 
of the world. The national division of the earth 
had been effected by Divine power in judicial 
contravention of the human will. The universal 
family of man thus sundered, and kept separate 
by diversity of tongue, obeyed alike the bias of 
an evil will that liked not to retain the knowledge 
of God, and grudged Him His true glory, though 
they knew Him well. It was from a family of 
idolaters that Abraham was chosen by the God of 
glory, who called him by His word of promise.5 

The selection thus of one man to become the head 
and father of a separate race, may be regarded as 
the era of Gentile reprobation of which the apostle 
speaks.6 God turned aside from an apostate world 

f Gen. xi. 5 Josh. xxiv. 2. « Eom. i. 21-28. 
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to choose one man who should become the parent 
of a nation,7 whose distinctive glory among the 
other families of men who still served lying vani¬ 
ties, was to be their knowledge and worship of 
the true and only God. Meanwhile, He left the 
Gentiles to their own dishonoured way.8 

The cradle of the Jewish nation is the Abra-
hamie promise. That promise bore its gracious 
fruit when God, with outstretched arm, redeemed 
the children for the fathers' sakes, and brought 
His people to Himself, on eagles' wings.9 Grace, 
backed by righteous power, took the nation out of 
Egypt. Grace bore their murmurings and sup¬ 
plied their need, without upbraiding, till the mount 
of God was reached.1 God's faithfulness had both 
formed and saved a people from the seed of Abra¬ 
ham, His friend. But at Sinai we behold a new 
and solemn scene. God here displays His glory 
in another sort. Having made them witnesses 

7 Of many nations, even of all who in the time to come should be 
"of faith." (Gal. iii.) The reader will remember that our present 
subject is the dispensational government of God. It is as the father, 
therefore, not of elect individuals, but of an elect nation, that he is 
regarded in the text. 

8 Acts xiv. 16. Yet not so as to leave Himself without witness 
of judgment, as well as of mercy. The catastrophe of Sodom and 
the cities of the plain, and the judgment executed on the Canaanites 
by means of Israel, were solemn examples of the certainty of that 
eventual visitation of human evil which must one day glorify the 
God whose judgment is according to truth. Their iniquity was 
early full. Whenever the world's measure shall have reached its fill, 
the hour of its judgment will have certainly arrived. Meanwhile 
His goodness does not cease, though men may slight it to their own 
undoing in that coming day. (Acts xiv. 17; Rom. ii. 3 - 6.) 

9 Exod, iii.-xix. x Exod, xii.-xviii. 
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both of His grace and of His power as a Saviour, 
Me now presents Himself mediately to Israel as 
•their Lawgiver and Judge. The Law was formally 
proposed to try the people's heart. It was a fatal 
test; discovering at the moment of its * first pro¬ 
posal, the radical self-ignorance, as well as ignorance 
of God, which forms the "basis of fallen human 
character. The covenant of works was welcomed 
.eagerly :by those whose way from the beginaing 
had been a way of gainsaying and temptation. 
With the manna still around them, and in the 
presence of that rock which witnessed to them 
both their own unprofitableness and the faithful 
goodness of the God of promise, they close imme¬ 
diately with a proposal, which, in its very terms, 
conveyed (to one who knew himself aright) a 
sentence of exclusion from the now conditional 
blessing of acceptance. 

By the covenant of Law, man's promise takes 
the place, as a condition of blessing, of the pro¬ 
mise of God. "All that the Lord hath spoken we 
will do." Such was the new and voluntary basis 
upon which man confidently took his stand at 
Sinai. Persuaded by a heart which sin deceived, he 
does not hesitate or pause. He deems it no hard 
thing to do the will of God; and so he lightly takes 
that mighty debt upon himself. But man is a liar, 
by the necessity of his corrupted nature, in every 
personal undertaking of good. By the foregone tes¬ 
timony of God, the quality of the human heart and 
its imaginations had already been pronounced ; and 
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the history of Israel under the Law is a solemnly 
Instructive confirmation of its truth. By their ac¬ 
ceptance of the Law as a condition of blessing, 
they had blindly transferred their confidence from 
Jehovah to themselves. The long and weary dis¬ 
cipline, which was to bruise the nation's stony 
heart till God should take it quite away, and, by 
giving them another heart,2 should make them 
capable of Christ, was then begun. The Law had 
entered that the offence might abound. Conferring 
upon its subject nothing which might aid his 
natural weakness, while it rigidly defined a course 
which a creature once fallen and alienated in will, 
could never possibly fulfil; its effect was but to 
make ^radically evident the intrinsic evil of a 
nature which had borne the fatal seal of its re¬ 
pudiation from the moment of the first trangres-
sion.3 Not sin, however, in the form only of active 
disobedience, but the ignorance which it produces, 
"the deceitfulness of sin,"—an ignorance alike of his 
own heart, and of God,—is discovered by the Law 
•to be a standing characteristic of the natural man. 
They knew not what they said, -when they bound 
their souls by willing promise to the covenant of 
death. They knew not what they did, when, going 
about to establish their own righteousness, they 
slew the Son of God, and hanged Him on a tree. 

The advent of the Only-begotten of the Father 
was the last experiment of Divine wisdom and 
patience upon the presumed reclaimableness of the 

2 Ezek. xxxvi. 26. « Rom. v. 14. 
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seed of Adam.1 "They will reference my Son," 
was His word, who for long had risen early to send 
prophets, whom they treated evilly and slew. No 
hard exaction from a people who still made their 
boast of God! But the whole head was sick, and 
the whole heart faint. They beheld, but did not 
recognize, Jehovah in their midst. The wonders 
which He wrought were, to their blinded hearts, but 
an occasion of blasphemous reproach,8 while for 
the grace and truth which flowed from the lips of 
the incarnate Son of God, they judged Him fit to 
die.3 They sought to the idolatrous Gentile for 
authority to quench the Light of Israel. And what 
they sought they found. Flesh, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, was willingly confederate against 
the only Temple of the living God. Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of 
Israel, were found united to conduct God's Holy 
Child to death.4 The wisdom which directed, and 
the power which administered the world's affairs, 
gave willing sanction to the murder of the only 
Eighteous One. It was in guilty ignorance of the 
wisdom of God that the authorities of this world 
crucified the Lord of Glory.5 

The death of Jesus closed the hitherto ostensibly 

1 It was this, but it was also much, more than this. For though, 
the Lord presented Himself to Israel as their Shepherd and Deliverer, 
He taught distinctly, and from the first, the total unprofitableness of 
the flesh, and the consequent necessity of a new birth. See Gospel 
of John, passim. 

2 Matt. xii. 24. s John viii. 31-59. 
4 Acts iv. 27. 5 1 Cor. ii. 8. 
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open question respecting the reality of man's natural 
condition in the sight of God. God had Himself 
been manifested in the flesh, and had been dis¬ 
allowed and rejected of men. His love had been 
repulsed by hatred; His truth had been condemned 
by falsehood,; His holiness had been derided by 
self-righteous hypocrisy and incredulous wickedness. 
Mankind had thus been fully and variously tried, 
and were found to love darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. 

Jesus, rejected of men, is gone into the heavens, 
ironi the right hand of the Father, where the 
Despised of men now sits enthroned, there has been 
sent forth a new and Divine witness to the glory of 
the risen and ascended Son of God. The descent of 
the Holy Ghost upon the day of Pentecost was the 
effectual commencement of a new and special dis¬ 
pensation among men.6 He was and is the power 
in which alone could be set forth in truth the testi¬ 
mony to the finished grace of God. It is, therefore, 
to the dispensation of gracious testimony in the 
power of the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, 

6 This may, perhaps, in the judgment of some, require explanation. 
I do not forget that grace and truth came by Jesus Christ, and in 
the second chapter of this Epistle, the preaching of the Lord will 
come more immediately under our notice. In the meanwhile, it may 
be sufficient to remind the Christian reader, that the sin which con¬ 
demns the world was filled to its measure by the rejection of the Son 
of God. The demonstration of the three great facts of sin, of right¬ 
eousness, and of judgment, was not until the Spirit came, who 
should witness, as the glorifier of Jesus, to the perfect Truth, in its 
relation both to God and man. (John xvi.) 
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that the expression, "these last days," in strict 
propriety applies. 

It has been shown already that the presumed 
possibility of human restoration had been, down to· 
the time of Messiah's rejection, the ostensible basis' 
of God's dispensational dealings. God dealt with 
man as yet alive, though sinful; as out of' the right 
way, but with inherent capability of return. God 
reasoned with him; He exhorted; He reproved; He 
convinced the sinner by the pleadings of His right¬ 
eousness, and invited and1 encouraged him by words 
of gracious promise.7 The result of this longsuffer-
itig patience is but too well known to the believer. 

But now God takes a ground which, though it 
always had been recognised by the faith of His 
elect, had not till now been publicly and exclusively 
assumed in the dispensational administration of 
Divine truth. The basis of the Gospel testimony is: 
the declared ruin and irreclaimable perdition of 
fallen man as such. It is to those who are dead in 
trespasses and' sins, that life is offered as the gift of 
God through Jesus Christ. Salvation is the promise 
of the Gospel. The testimony of the Spirit is to 
Christ crucified as the wisdom, as well as the power 
of God. God now preaches peace by Jesus Christ 
to man, whether Jew or Gentile, as a sinner, in 
himself irretrievably lost. Peace now visits the. 
human conscience, when received by faith through 
the Gospel, by means of a righteousness which is' 
absolutely unconnected with the former Adam and 

'•Ezekiel xviii. 
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his natural seed—"the righteousness which is of 
God by faith." No longer demanding self-justifica¬ 
tion as a condition of acceptance with Him, God 
now calls upon man for an acknowledgment of sin, 
of righteousness, and of judgment, according to the 
conviction of the Spirit of truth. But that Spirit's 
witness is alone of JESUS. In declaring His exalta¬ 
tion, He condemns the world which rejected and 
crucified Him. Judgment is recorded against both 
the world and its prince. The Judge already stands 
before the door. At His appearing and His kingdom 
He shall judge both the living and the dead.8 

In the interval, God speaks from heaven. His 
present word is not in judgment, but in grace. For 
now is the accepted time, while the long-suffering 
of the God of patience daily works salvation to 
some vessel of His mercy, until the measure of His 
Church shall be complete. 

β 2 Tim. iv. 1. 





NOTES AND REFLECTIONS 

EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 

CHAPTER I. 
THE solemn abruptness with which, unprefaced by 
any introductory address, the Spirit of God has led 
the writer of this Epistle to open his subject is 
remarkable; and is immediately noticed by the 
attentive student of Scripture as a peculiarity. 
One other Epistle only—the first of the three 
which bear the name of John upon their titles— 
resembles it in being without any opening salu¬ 
tation of the parties addressed. 

Verses 1, 2. " God who in divers measures and 
in divers manners spake,"J &c. These words appear 

1 ΤΙοΧυμερως και νοΚντρόπως. There is a significant emphasis 
in this assurance, that " God spake" to the fathers, of which we do 
well to take notice in a day when the doctrine of Divine inspiration 
is so assiduously controverted, and in so many different ways. If 
holy men of old spake in the name of God, it was only as they were 
"moved hy the Spirit of God." The words, therefore, which they 
uttered were the words of God. Speech is the vehicle or expression 
of thought and purpose. Words, therefore, which faithfully convey 
God's meaning, are the words of God, though human lips be 
employed to shape them to the apprehension of mankind. The 
words, therefore, whether of Moses or of his successors in the pro¬ 
phetic office, carry with them the sanction of the Name in which 
they were spoken. There was, indeed, a material difference in the 

Β 
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to intimate, first, the gradual, and, as it were, irre¬ 
gular manner in which the word of Scripture had 
"been communicated from the first; and, secondly, 
the diversity of form under which the Divine reve¬ 
lations had been made. God had spoken to the 
fathers hy the Prophets.2 By this expression we 
are here to understand the ancient oracles of God 
at large. The Law and the Psalms are comprised, 
together with the later prophetic testimonies, under 
this as a generic term, by which all Scripture might 
be represented which contained any portion of re¬ 
corded but unfulfilled promise.3 

Viewed in this light, the books of the Old Testa¬ 
ment form one continuous prophecy of Christ. The 
Law, as well as the Prophets, prophesied until John.4 

Tor from the moment that the work of sin was done, 
which made the first man, Adam, no longer capable 
of blessing on his own account, God had begun to 
speak in gracious promise of good things to come. 
The second Adam was announced in figure, ere the 
first effect of sin was felt in the expulsion of the 
first transgressor from the garden of the Lord. The 
ancient testimonies were, therefore, to the fathers 
who received them with an ear of faith, the word 

condition of those who spoke to the fathers in the Old Testament, and 
that of the " apostles and prophets" of the New. The latter, having 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, as the Spirit of adoption, and the power 
consequently of Divine communion, understood and enjoyed what 
they declared to others, which the former prophets did very imper¬ 
fectly, or not at all. (Comp. 1 Pet. i. 10-12; 1 Cor. ii. 9-15.) 

2 Rather, " in the prophets "·—iv τοϊς προφήταις.—It was God 
who spoke. See preceding note. 

8 This use, "by synecdoche, of a single descriptive title for the 
general contents of Scripture, is not infrequent. Thus the apostle 
(Rom. iii. 19), while quoting exclusively from the Psalms and the 
Prophets, cites Ms proofs as the verdict of the Zaw. (Compare John 
x. 34, and xv. 25.) < Matt. xi. 13. 
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of life as well as promise. Life, "which in them¬ 
selves was confessedly a forfeited thing because of 
sin, was sought for, and by faith was found, in the 
recorded promise of the living God. The Scriptures 
were then, as now, the word of Christ. His Spirit 
moved the men who prophesied of Him.5 But earlier 
than the written word, the oral promises of God had 
fed and comforted the heart of faith. It was in the 
sustaining power of a faith which lived on the sure 
word of grace, that Enoch spake in prophecy of that 
far-dated judgment which has yet to be fulfilled.6 

With the declaration of the Abrahamic covenant 
of promise, there was laid a broader and more com¬ 
modious, though not a surer, footing for the faith of 
God's elect. His secret was with them that feared 
His name.7 He would show them His covenant in 
due time. With longing patience was it waited for 
by many prophets and by many kings,8 who passed 
their earthly days as sojourners and strangers, until 
that day of Christ should come which was to justify 
and to reward the long-tried patience of their souls.9 

But although the voice of God had spoken thus 
distinctly in the prophets, it was of earthly things, 
as well as upon earth, that He had chiefly spoken to 
the fathers. I t was, indeed, of Christ, that Moses 
and the prophets spake. Good things, whose value 
none could know, but those who mourned their own 
inherent weakness and corruption as conceived in 

s 1 Pet. i. 10, 11. β Gen. v. 22; Jude 14, 15. ν Ps. xxv. 14. 
8 And, without doubt, by very many more, who in every age re¬ 

mained as a remnant of true worshippers, unnoticed or despised amid 
the multitudes, who idly boasted in the outward privileges of God's 
people, while their hearts were far from Him. 

9 Luke x. 24 ; 2 Sam. xxiii. 5 ; 1 Chron. xxix. 15. 
Β 2 
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sin, were shadowed forth in type, and were spoken 
of in promise, to the true children of the covenant. 
But the peace which was to flow as a full river from 
the finished work of righteousness, and the quietness 
and assurance which should be the permanent effect 
of that same righteousness, were to be tasted and 
enjoyed, not only in the purged consciences of the 
preserved of Jacob, but externally, also, in the long 
enduring blessedness of realized earthly promise, 
which, as the nation of Jehovah's choice, they were 
to know and to delight in, in ImmanueVs land.1 

Such had been constantly the drift and burden of 
the Jewish prophecies. True it is, and a truth to be 
constantly remembered, that the faith of God's elect, 
while it waited for Divine salvation according to the 
tenor of an earthly promise, never found its rest in 

1 Isa. xxxii. and xlv. 18-25. I am to be understood as speaking 
of the proper Jewish expectations of Messianic blessing. Justi¬ 
fication in Him was the chief of these—the basis of all the rest. 
(Isa. xlv. 25.) A full abundance of earthly blessing, to be ad¬ 
ministered and secured in the manifested royalty of Christ the 
King of Israel, was to be the immediate result. The question put 
by the disciples to the risen Lord (Acts i. 6,) is an instructive 
proof of this. Already the Lord had opened their understandings, 
that they might understand the Scriptures. (Luke xxiv. 45.) It 
was in the divinely-imparted light which they had thus received, 
that they read so distinctly the verities of Jewish promise. All 
had now been done. Christ had suffered (as they now perceived) 
according to the Scriptures. According to the Scriptures, also, He 
had risen from the dead. What, then, now remained to hinder the 
immediate fulfilment of the national hopes—of the glories which the 
prophets of Israel had so vividly described in connection with the 
manifested sceptre of the reigning Son of David? Was not the 
kingdom now to he restored to Israel ? The Lord's reply is neither 
an upbraiding of their ignorance, nor a correction of error in their 
question. That which their hearts desired should happen in its 
season, at the Father's will. Meanwhile, another calling, and a 
higher hope, were presently to be revealed to their faith, when the 
Comforter should have openly declared within the Church the doc¬ 
trine, until then kept secret, of the heavenly calling, as an immediate 
and present truth.—Compare Notes on the Ephesians, passim.—Spec, 
ch. iii. 
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anything below the heavens. The God who raiseth 
the dead was the abiding strength and the exceeding 
great reward of the fathers, who obtained a good 
report. The 11th chapter of this Epistle will open 
this more fully. Considered, however, dispensation-
ally, and according to the specialties of declared pro¬ 
mise, the Jewish prophets spoke of earthly things. 

But now another testimony had been given, and 
by a greater Witness. God, who had spoken by the 
prophets of good things to come, " hath in these last 
days spoken unto us by His Son." The reader should 
be careful to bear constantly in his remembrance that 
the persons immediately addressed in this Epistle 
are Jewish believers. If this be lost sight of, many 
of the contrasts with which it abounds will be mate¬ 
rially weakened, and much of the peculiar force of 
the Spirit's language must remain unfelt. 

In the present instance we have a threefold con¬ 
trast. First, " these last days" are opposed to the 
time past of prophetic testimony. Secondly, "the 
fathers " are compared, in their relations to God, with 
"us." And, lastly, the SON is mentioned, in broad 
and emphatic distinction from the prophets, who 
before had borne their several and united testimony 
to Him. 

With respect to the first of these expressions, 
"these last days," its general signification2 is equi-

2 Compare, for a similar expression with like meaning, 1 Cor. x. 11; 
τα τί\η τών αιώνων, "the ends of the ages, or dispensations." Speak¬ 
ing of the present dispensation in its general sense, it may he held to 
date its commencement from the baptism of the Lord, and will con¬ 
tinue until the second advent of Christ in glory shall have introduced 
that new economy which elsewhere is described as " the dispensation 
of the fulness of times." (Eph. i. 10.) But the language of the text 
is susceptible of a stricter definition, as is attempted to be shown 
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valent to the common phrase, "the present dispen¬ 
sation/' as distinguished from those which have pre¬ 
ceded it in the order of time. As to the second, the 
pronoun "us" comprises, in its wider meaning, all 
who now are hearers of the word of God. But until 
the promised advent of the Saviour for His own, 
the Church, in which neither Jew nor Gentile has a 
place, is the only faithful listener to the truth. As 
partakers of a common grace through faith, believers 
in the present dispensation are of kindred to the 
fathers who believed of old, widely as they may 
differ in point of special privilege or calling.8 Pri¬ 
marily, however, and with a lasting force of appli¬ 
cation, it is to believing Hebrews that this Epistle is 
addressed. " Salvation is of the Jews," and it was " to 
us," to the children, that is, of the fathers unto whom 
the prophets spake, that God had first addressed His 
latest message by His Son.4 For " Jesus Christ was 
a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, 
to confirm the promises made to the fathers."5 It 
was to the lost sheep of the house of Israel that the 
Son of Man was sent, when, in the days of His flesh, 
He preached the word, and manifested in their sight 
the presence and power of the kingdom of God. It 
was, moreover, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 
the men of Israel assembled there, that the Spirit of 
God, upon His first descent from heaven as the 
messenger of the Son, addressed Himself imme-

iu the Introduction to these Notes, which the reader is earnestly 
requested not to pass over unread, as it bears materially on the 
elucidation of tlie opening verses of the present chapter. 

8 And wide, indeed, as well as real, is the difference that does exist. 
See, on this subject, the remarks on chapter xi. ad fin. 

4 " To the Jew first, and also to the Gentile." (Eom. i.) 
5 Eom. xv. 8. 
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diately in the Gospel of reconciliation. " Unto you 
first, God, having raised up His Son Jesus, hath sent 
Him to bless you,"6 &c. 

This last quotation is an important one, and will 
help us much to understand the peculiar force of the 
passage now before us. Peter had referred the Jews 
to whom he spake to the prophecy of Moses respect¬ 
ing Messiah, the promised restorer of Israel. Pre¬ 
sently he applies this, and the testimony of the 
prophets generally, to the Christ as he was then 
declaring Him. Jesus, the true Hope of Israel, was 
in heaven. God would send Him upon the repent¬ 
ance of the nation (verse 20). In the meanwhile, 
Peter, standing as an ambassador of Christ, and in 
the power of the Spirit, personifies, as it were, his 
testimony, saying, "God hath sent Him to bless 
you." In the unity of the Godhead, it was Christ 
Himself who spoke when the Spirit spoke. God 
spoke. The special subject of the apostolic doctrine 
was the rejected and exalted Christ; the power of 
testimony was the Spirit of Jesus—the Comforter, 
who was His very self.7 In a similar manner, God 
is here said to have spoken by His Son.8 Taken in 

" Acts iii. 26. 7 John xiv. 18; 2 Cor. iii. 17. 
8 Έ ν υ'ιψ. The absence of the article here is very emphatic. 

There had been many prophets in the fathers' days, some true, some 
false. The former are distinguished as those to whom alone, and by 
a Divine sanction, the title belonged, by the article. God spake 
iv το7ς προφήταις; they spake as they were moved of Him. But 
there is but one Son. The relationship of the only-begotten to the 
Father could he pretended by no rival. Others might claim to be the 
Christ; and there is one who sets himself as God in the temple 
of God; but all such "wicked ones" speak as of themselves. In 
Jesus only was beheld the glory of the only-begotten of the Father. 
God was in Christ; and He who spake to men delivered the true 
words of God, not as the prophets, by occasional impulse and in 
another's name, but daily, and in all places, speaking with authority 
as the very Word, the Fountain and Author of all truth. 
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its fullest meaning, this expression comprehends the 
Lord's earthly ministry. More strictly and imme¬ 
diately, however, it is the testimony of the Holy 
Ghost, the operative power of Him who now con¬ 
tinues to speak from heaven, that is meant.9 God 
now speaks to us in Christ. The Spirit is the power 
of that voice, and the purged lips of believers are its 
echo and its instrumental utterance. 

This mention of the SON presents to us the proper 
subject of the Epistle. It treats of Christ, according 
to the glory of His person, as the living and eternal 
realization, in perfect fulness of grace and power, of 
Jewish promise and figure. How the fulness of this 
glory and blessedness is opened to the believer for 
his present stablishment and delight, in the varied 
official title of the Son, as the apostle and High Priest 
of our profession, is shown in the chapters which 
follow. In the one before us we have a rich and 
very full display of His original and native glory, as 
the only begotten of the Father, an assertion of His, 
proper and eternal Sonship as the WORD. 

Now, with reference to this, and in connexion with 
what has been stated in the preliminary essay, it is 
remarkable that the truth first predicated of the Son 
of God is His heirship hy appointment: "whom He 
hath appointed heir of all things." The essential 
glory of His Divine nature is stated in the verse 
which follows. But the Spirit of God leads our 
minds immediately, by this previous mention of 
appointed heirship, to contemplate the actual posi¬ 
tion of the blessed Lord in the glory into which He 

9 Characteristically, it is a heavenly testimony, with reference both 
to the place from whence it imtfiediately proceeds, and also to the 
end and purport of the word spoken (chap. iii. 1). 
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entered after His resurrection from the dead,1 and 
thus discovers to us the manner in which God now 
speaks to us by His Son. It is not as a teacher 
and witness upon earth, that Jesus now speaks, but 
from His seat of glory at the right hand of the 
Majesty in the heavens. Moreover, by making men¬ 
tion first of the awarded blessings of Divine inheri¬ 
tance, with which Jesus stands invested as the result 
of His fulfilled obedience to the Father's will, a 
point of view is chosen for us, from whence the 
excellency of His Person, the ineffable riches of His 
grace and love, as well as the intrinsic verity of His 
power and Godhead, may be most readily and abun¬ 
dantly discerned on our parts. 

In the counsels of God, Jesus had been from ever¬ 
lasting the destined heir of things as yet not made. 
In the unity of the Divine nature, He was eternally 
co-equal with the Father, while relatively, as the 
only-begotten Son, He possessed, in perfect fellowship 
of Divine glory, the proper heirship of universal 
blessing.2 That inheritance was not by appointment. 
It attached to* Him from all eternity by right of 
birth, even as by right of creation all things were 
His own. But that counsel which respected His 
appointed heirship must attend for its fulfilment 
both His incarnation and His death. God's equal 
must first empty Himself, to become capable of re¬ 
ceiving that investment as the gift of God. The 
Son must first be disallowed and dishonoured in 
His natural title, that He might be thus proclaimed 
anew from heaven, as the appointed heir of all. 
And thus it was. Thinking it no robbery to be equal 

1 Compare, with reference to this, Eom. i. 4. 2 John xvii. 5. 
Β 5 
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with God, He had emptied himself3 to become a 
vessel of Divine pleasure in perfect human obedience. 
Coming into the world in the fulness of grace and 
truth, and there presented by the Holy Ghost to 
the natural seed of Abraham, as the Son of David 
and the Son of God, the Christ of promise and the 
King of Israel, He had been utterly dishonoured and 
disowned. His lesser titles were a mockery; His 
mightier name, a blasphemy. He came indeed unto 
His own, but His own received Him not. They 
turned His glory into shame; they chose a murderer 
before the Holy One and the Just. With solemn 
counsel and advisement, they condemned the Prince 
of Life to a transgressor's death. 

It is upon Jesus, the despised and rejected of men, 
that God has set the glory of universal heirship. He 
was born into the world the seed and heir of David, 
the fulfilment also of the promises to Abram and to 
Eve. He is declared in resurrection to be the Son of 
God with power. Earthly honour as the King of 
Israel was denied Him. He is now appointed heir of 
all things.3 Things in heaven, as well as things on 
earth—the earth itself, with all its fulness—all that 
owes its place in creation to the alone Word of crea¬ 
tive power4 is comprised in the inheritance of the 
ascended Son of Man. 

His power and glory as the alone effective Creator 
2 Έαυτον Ικ'ενωσιν, μορφήν δούλου \αβών. (Phil. ii. 7.) 
s The force of this expression would be peculiarly felt by a Jewish 

believer. The mention thus early of the appointed heirship of Jesus 
is noticeable as a characteristic trait of Him who is the Spirit both of 
wisdom and of grace. For there is thus presented to the contempla¬ 
tion of the Jewish reader, a view of Christ which at once meets and 
pre-occupies those feelings and expectations, of which Messianic 
glory was always the substantial and defined centre in the national 
mind. i John i. 1 - 3; Col. i. 16. 
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are next affirmed, "By whom also He made the 
worlds."5 Not one, but all. The ages, in the ordered 
sequence of their ever-flowing course, are the work 
and ordinances of the Son. God made them by the 
Son. Creation, under what aspect soever regarded, is 
a Divine work. The wisdom which designed it, and 
the power which produced it, are alike of God. But 
Christ is the wisdom, and Christ is the power of 
God.6 In the creation, as well as in the administra¬ 
tion of the ages and dispensations, He has been (con¬ 
jointly, in the unity of Godhead, with the Father 
and the Spirit) the producer, and remains for ever 
the maintainer of them all. All things consist in 
Him,7 for He is God.8 

Verse 3. The proper glory of His person is now 
more fully stated, "Who being the brightness of His 
glory," &c. Kelatively to the Father, He is the eter¬ 
nal Son. Descriptively, He is, in His essential Son-
ship, the positive expression of the Divine subsist¬ 
ence.9 In this definition of Christ, His person is 
presented under its Divine aspect alone. Incarna¬ 
tion, it is true, did not, in one sense, render Him less 
the express image of the invisible God, than He had 
always been before the worlds. Bather, it made yet 
more apparent, and that after a sort more wondrous 

s Ίονς αιώνας. Both " ages," and what they witness and contain. 
The expression is capable of a very wide interpretation, a striking 
example of which is to be found in Eph. ii. 7- In the present 
passage, I believe it to he simply equivalent to " creation." (Com¬ 
pare chap. xi. 3.) 

6 1 Cor. i. 24. 7 Τά πάντα ίν αντ ψ συνί"τηκε. 8 Col. i. 17. 
9 Χ,αρακτήρ της υποστάσεως αυτόν. " Das Ebenbild seines 

Wesens."—LUTH. " Bin Abdruek seines Wesens." — DE "WETTE. 
" II carattere delict sossistenza cl'esso."—DIOD. All these renderings 
are good; the last is the most exact. "Person" seems less complete 
and expressive as a translation of ύπόστασις, than " subsistence." 
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than before, the reality, in all its "blessed fulness, of 
the Divine being and action. God was manifested in 
flesh; the Word, who had become flesh, was himself 
essentially God. But the moral brightness of the 
Divine glory then shone forth from, a form which 
was human, not Divine. What seems to be exclu¬ 
sively intended in the passage now before us, ώ· an 
assertion of the majesty of the Son, while "in the 
form of God."l Taking the words in their broad and 
general sense, they describe the second person in the 
Divine Unity as the sole medium of the visible mani¬ 
festation of God. Objective Deity is displayed to 
the creature in the Person of the Son alone.2 

Thus, then, there is furnished by the Holy Spirit 
to the Hebrew saints, His one effective answer to the 
question addressed of old by the prophets to their 
fathers: "To whom, then, will ye liken God? or what 
likeness will ye compare unto Him? "3 In the folly 
of their hearts, they had essayed to make a graven 
image a fit semblance of Jehovah; and now, from the 
heaven which had received the incarnate, but world-
rejected Son, the voice which hewed the former gene¬ 
rations by the prophets,4 and had consigned the 
earthly city of solemnities to desolation, until the 
promised day of His return,5 speaks comfortably to 
the remnant according to the election of grace. God's 
faithful likeness now shone forth upon them in the 

1 Phil. ii. 6. 
3 It is a scriptural statement, that angels see God (Luke i. 19)— 

that they behold the Father. (Matt, xviii. 10.) At the presence of 
Christ's majesty it is that the seraphim veil their faces. (Isa. vi.; John 
xii. 41.) Jesus is Jehovah. The expression, "seen of angela" (1 
Tim. iii. 16), is not here in point. I do not think that the language 
of the text is limited in its meaning to God's manifestation of Himself 
to men. 3 Isaiah xl. 18. i Hosea vi. 5. 5 Matt, xxiii. 37-39. 



NOTES ON THE HEBREWS. 1 3 

annunciation of the gospel of salvation.6 The appro¬ 
priateness of this rich and full declaration of Mes¬ 
siah's personal glory, in an epistle addressed to them, 
whose watch-word of sad but hopeful patience had 
been, "Verily, thou art a God that hidest thyself, Ο 
God of Israel, the Saviour,"7 will easily appear to 
the attentive student of the Word. 

But further, and yet moos demonstrative evidence 
is adduced, in the words which now follow, of the 
fulness of Godhead which dwells in the Son, who is 
described as "upholding all things by the word 
of His pmoer." We have already regarded Him as 
the effective Creator of the worlds, which God is said 
to have made by Him. We have seen Him also 
manifested as the visible effulgence of the Father of 
lights—the authentic expression of the invisible God. 
But in the words just quoted, we have separate men¬ 
tion, first of Himself, as the upholder of all things, 
and then, of the "Word of His power," as the instru¬ 
mental energy by which the things are so sustained. 
Christ, who is elsewhere spoken of, both as the Word 
of God, and the Power of God, has here assigned to 
Him as His own, those attributes of Almightiness, in 
word and power, which chiefly glorify the only God.8 

The omnipotent divinity of the Son having been 
thus emphatically asserted, mention is next made of 
that decisive act which will abide in its results as an 

6 Psalm lxxxiz. 15. 7 Isaiah xly. 15. 
8 The believer, while finding in such passages as this a principal 

aliment of his faith, is led into a region of truth whither the under¬ 
standing can but feebly follow, if at all. No man knoweth the Son. 
The Father does, and He alone. The Spirit of the Father reveals 
Him to our faith according to the truth and fulness of His ever 
blessed Person. But it is well for us to remember that as yet we 
only know in part. 
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eternal attestation both of His powej^nd His grace. 
"When He had lij himself purged our sins," &c. 
The Scripture elsewhere treats in full the blessed 
subject of the Lord's humiliation; of His obedience 
unto death, even the death of the cross. The Divine 
work of redemption is here presented in another 
light. It is as the act of Him who gave himself for 
our sins, that it is now reviewed. The work itself is 
considered in its relation to the Workman. The 
personal competency of the Son of God to effect the 
mighty task of His people's deliverance, is the point 
to which prominence is here given by the Spirit. He 
purged our sins. Moreover, it was not only by him¬ 
self, unaided by all else, but also for himself, that He 
thus Divinely wrought.9 No mention is here made 
of the Father. For it is not the purport of the pas¬ 
sage to illustrate the filial grace of Jesus as the doer 
of the Father's will, but to affirm His proper suffi¬ 
ciency in person, and to prove His reality in point 
of fact, as the effectual cleanser of the sins of 
His people; even as He had made them and had 
held their souls in natural life, as the alone Creator 
and Upholder of the creature. It was Jesu's will 
to save—to purge our sins, and His power has 
justified the desire of His love. The mode and pro¬ 
cess are not here intimated. The result only is stated 
in the words which follow, in proof of the sufficiency 
of Him who undertook the work : " He sat down on 
the right hand of the Majesty on high." Nothing is 
here said of resurrection, as an act of God of which 

y Δί' ϊαντον καθαρισμ,ύν ττοιησάμενος. The force of the 
middle verb is evident to the critical reader. The words, Si ίαντοϋ, 
are omitted by Tischendorf and some others; nor are they necessary 
to the clear sense of the passage. 
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Christ was the subject. Nay, the very fact of resur¬ 
rection is left unexpressed. The condensed energy 
of the Spirit's language in this remarkable verse is 
most striking. The Son had quitted heaven (though 
in another sense remaining there still1 for a purpose. 
That purpose was to put away His people's sins. 
The purpose having been effected, He resumes His 
seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high, in 
token of its absolute and everlasting completion. 
God now speaks to us hy Him? 

Verse 4. " Being made," &c. A comparison of the 
Son with angels is now introduced, in immediate 
connexion with His ascension into glory. If we 
remember that the persons specially addressed are 
believing Hebrews, the propriety and peculiar force 
of such comparison become immediately apparent. 
Angelic ministration had, from the' earliest times, 
been a chief instrument of Divine power, as well as 
a frequent medium of communication in the dealings 
of Jehovah with His people. Angels, therefore, at 
all times occupied a lofty height in the contemplation 
of a Jewish mind. And justly so; for high, indeed, 
was the official dignity with which they might be¬ 
come invested as the representative ambassadors of 
God—the efficient ministers of His almighty will. 

The most memorable and august3 display of an¬ 
gelic glory ever made to men was when, at Sinai, the 

1 Johniii. 13. 
a With similar majesty of expression, the Son of God delivered 

Himself, "when unveiling to His own a glory which they could not 
•worthily perceive until the Comforter should come: " I came forth 
from the Father, and am come into the world; again, I leave the 
world, and go to my Father." (John xvi. 28.) 

3 I pass hy, in this statement, the earlier instances of angelic visi¬ 
tation recorded in the hook of Genesis, not doubting that the Lord of 
life Himself was thus revealed to the fathers. 
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first covenant of works was ordered and delivered 
instrumentally through them. It was Jehovah's 
covenant; but, as we are expressly taught, it was 
communicated and received "by the disposition of 
angels."4 Next to that of Jehovah Himself, the 
holiest as well as highest name in the estimation of 
an Israelite was that of His angel. Prophetic faith 
discerned, no doubt, under that official title, the 
person of Immanuel with, a certain degree of dis¬ 
tinctness.5 But the demonstration of the Holy 
Ghost was needful to set in clear, soul-satisfying 
evidence, the great and blessed mystery of godliness. 
The astonishing truth of man's supremacy, where 
angels worshipped, was something which entirely 
transcended the national expectations of Messianic 
glory. It is this last truth which is so strikingly 
exhibited in the present and immediately succeeding 
verses. 

God has given a name which is above every name 
to Jesus, whom He raised from the dead. The mani¬ 
festation of the Son of God in the seat of Divine 
Majesty is in the form and likeness of man. In His 
absolute and original character, as the only begotten 
of the Father, He is incapable of angelic comparison, 
inasmuch as no creature may compare with the 
Creator; but the incarnation having been once 
effected, through the self-humbling grace of the 

4 Acts vii. 53; Gal. iii. 19. A full contrast between the respective 
ministries of the first and second covenants is presented in the sequel 
of this epistle. 

5 "An Israelite indeed" would recognize the divinity of Messiah's 
person. (John i. 49.) But it is doubtful whether mere Jewish theology 
did not always leave His name below that of angels (Matt. xxii. 42); 
though they were not ignorant of His official title as the Son of the 
Blessed. 
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Only-begotten, He thus became capable, under His 
new form of flesh, of a name which might be a 
worthy and commensurate expression of the proper 
dignity of His Person. That name is Jesus. Di¬ 
vinely imposed on Him while yet unborn—mocked 
and dishonoured6 by His own, who waited for an¬ 
other Saviour—it is now declared with power to be 
the name of none other than the eternal Son of God, 
by means of the resurrection from the dead. Incar¬ 
nation had placed the Son of God in a lower sphere 
than that of angels. Their dwelling is in heaven; 
they see the face of God. Excelling in strength, 
they do His pleasure in the light of His countenance. 
If sent forth from thence, it is still in their unaltered 
character and quality as ministers of power, the re¬ 
sistless agents of Divine command. An angel can 
combine no other nature with his own. As a perfect 
vessel of Divine creation and appointment, he is as 
incapable of descending below his assigned place in 
creation as he is of raising himself above it. Angels 
may fall, but never can descend. They have in part 
already fallen,7 while elective power retains the rem¬ 
nant in their place.8 God only can descend without 
impair. This Jesus did. He came to dwell below 
the heavens, which were His handiwork. Himself 
the Light of life, He made a weary sojourn in the 
midst of darkness for our sakes. He put off strength 
to work the works of God, With a power which, in 
the perfection of His human character, He gloried to 
ascribe to God, but with a patient sufferance which 
was all His own, He carried His obedience to the 

6 " Save thyself and us." "He saved others. Himself He cannot 
save;' &c. 7 Judo 0. 8 \ Tim. v. 21, 
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full measure of the Father's will. " He humbled 
Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross."9 Angels might watch this 
wonder in its growth, and be the admiring and 
adoring witnesses of its end and its results. Their 
desire still is towards the knowledge of the mystery 
of godliness—to unravel and investigate the un¬ 
searchable way of Divine, redeeming love.1 But 
the work was none of theirs. Man wrought it 
in a pure obedience to God—the Man Christ Jesus. 
Yet was the work entirely Divine. That patient 
man was God's eternal Son. It was the mighty and 
enduring energy of perfect Love that formed for 
Jesus that lone path of straitness and distress which 
earned for Him the title of " the Man of Sorrows." 
Angels, moreover, cannot suffer. They act as swift 
messengers to do the will of their Creator. But Jesus 
suffered from man, from Satan, and finally from God. 
The visitings of wrath in judgment, the aversion of 
the Father's face, the reality of death's most bitter 
taste, brought to its consummation His soul's pro¬ 
longed acquaintance with our griefs.2 For, as His 
people's substitute, He suffered thus. He drew His 
labour to the grave, and left it there.3 There God 

9 Phil. ii. 8. 1 1 Pet. i. 12. 2 l s a , ϋϋ. 4. 
8 In a day when much confusion of thought prevails as to the true 

character of the Lord's sufferings, and not a little unsoundness of 
doctrine finds welcome acceptance with the unwary, it is necessary 
to avoid, as far as possible, any misconception of one's views. There 
ought, surely, to exist in every believer's mind a capacity to distin¬ 
guish, as it were instinctively, between the gracious patience of 
Immanuel in the days of His flesh, and the "hour" of judicial 
suffering, for which Ho had come into the world. But the "pure 
minds" of God's children are easily susceptible of defilement, and 
the slow but sure effects of plausible, but most erroneous teaching 
upon a subject of such interest to every believing heart, are but too 
painfully evident in many quarters at the present moment. I wish, 
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has found it, and from thence has owned it. The 
award of universal inheritance is due, by the de¬ 
clared decree of the supreme Jehovah to the justified 
Son of God.4 The glorification of the ascended 
Christ was the replacing—in His new form (a form 
so strange in heaven!)δ of palpable humanity—of 
the Son in His primeval seat of co-equal majesty 
with the Father. It was thus by means of incarna¬ 
tion (which rendered Jesus capable of receiving, as 
a reward, that pre-eminence which was naturally 
His own as the only-begotten) that His name is 
brought into comparison with those of angels; in¬ 
asmuch as " He is the Son, He hath obtained by 
inheritance a more excellent name than they." 

This subject is expanded into fuller detail in the 
remainder of the chapter. " For unto which of the 
angels said He at any time," &c. (verse 5). Two 
separate quotations from the Old Testament are ad¬ 
duced in this verse. Both alike apply to the Lord 
Jesus as alive from the dead, and not in the days of 
His flesh. The former of these is from the 2nd 
Psalm,G the subject of which is the royal glory and 
earthly dominion of the once-rejected Son of God, 
according to the Divine decree which stood fast and 
firm, although the heathen might rage, and the 

therefore, to state distinctly, that I refuse and denounce as unscrip¬ 
tural and unsound, the notion that a punitive or expiatory character 
attaches in any sense to the daily life of Him who endured such 
contradiction of sinners against Himself. It is in the Cross alone that 
either expiation or judicial visitation have any place. There it was 
that Christ was "made a curse" for His people; and there, also, in 
His own body He tore their sins. (Gal. iii. 13; 1 Pet. ii. 24.) 

Μ Tim. iii. 16; Ps. ii. 
s The pointed opposition of the " form of man" to the "form of 

God," in Phil. ii. should be always borne in mind, though the 
creature was from the beginning, in his proper sphere, an image and 
likeness of his Maker. (Gen. i.) 6 Ps. ii. 7. 
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princes take counsel together, against Jehovah, and 
against His Christ. Now it is manifest that the 
decreed title of the incarnate and rejected Messiah 
is quite a different thing from the Name which 
belonged eternally to the Son of God, in His purely 
Divine character as the only-begotten of the Father. 
That was no subject of time. Nor was it owing to 
express decree. He was the Son, anterior to all 
decree. No counsel, therefore, which was properly 
Divine, existed, or could exist, without His original 
participation. But the expression, "this day," is 
both definite and precise. It marks a certain time, 
a positive era, or date. Clearly as this should appear 
upon its simple statement, the point is happily placed 
beyond the necessity of extended disquisition by the 
express testimony of Scripture.7 The apostle Paul 
cites this passage in direct corroboration of his own 
testimony to the resurrection, of Jesus from the dead.8 

We shall find also a similar use made of it in the 
fifth chapter of this Epistle. It was then to no 
angel, but to the Man Jesus of Nazareth, whom men 
had slain, but whom God had raised from the dead, 
that this greeting of filial title was addressed.9 

The second quotation, from 2 Sam. vii. 14, respects 
the Lord more immediately in His strictly Messianic 
character as David's seed. This title also, having 
been disallowed of men, has been vindicated and 
anew declared of God. It is Jesus Christ, of the 
seed of David, who was raised from the dead, and 
thus declared in power to be the Son of God.1 " The 

' Yet it is a remarkable fact, that this obvious point has been very 
generally overlooked; and the passage consequently quite misinter¬ 
preted by many who are no enemies to the truth of God. 

s Acts xiii. 33. 9 Acts ii. 22-36, ι 2 Tim, ii. 8. 



NOTES ON THE HEBREWS. 2 1 

sure mercies of David " are secured in Him, who is 
to return no more to corruption.2 What God had 
promised to the son of Jesse concerning his true 
seed, could vest in no object of a nature alien to 
David's flesh. Angels, therefore, are excluded by 
necessity of their nature; the covenanted promise 
must find its destined object in a man. It has done 
so in Jesus, the Son of Man—David's true seed 
according to the flesh, but essentially and from ever¬ 
lasting the very Son of God. 

Verse 6. "But when He bringeth again the first-
begotten into the world,"3 &c. A close connexion 
subsists between this and the preceding verse. He 
had quoted, in proof of the Sonship of the Christ, a 
testimony and a promise, of both which Jesus was 
the single object. Having thus shewn that the filial 
title forms no part of Angelic glory, but is appro¬ 
priated exclusively to the ascended Son of Man, a 
new quotation is next made, to show in what relation 
angels stand to Him who has been thus pre-eminently 
named. It is the application of the distinctive epi¬ 
thet "first-begotten" to the Heir, that indicates the 
connexion of this verse with the foregoing quotation.4 

Now there are two things affirmed of the First-begot¬ 
ten: First, He is to be brought into the world; and, 
secondly, He will, when thus introduced, receive the 
worship of all the angels of God. Before going 

2 Acts xiii. 34. 
3"Orav Si πάλιν tiaayayy τον ττρωτότοκον εις την οίκονμενην. 
* The connexion ia a moral one. In Ps. lxxxix. 27, the title " first 

torn" ia applied to Meaaiah as the subject of the Davidical covenant. 
The use of the article in the present verse before πρωτότοκον is 
either to give a technical force to the word aa a well-known Mesaianic 
title, or else to indicate the identity of the person mentioned with the 
" Son" in the preceding quotation. 
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further into the subject, let us endeavour to ascertain 
precisely from Scripture, the proper meaning and 
limitation of the term "first-begotten." 

"First-born," or "first-begotten," is not a title of 
pre-eminence simply; it is always a relative expres¬ 
sion. As such, it is applied in Scripture to the Lord 
Christ both before His incarnation, and at His resur¬ 
rection from the dead; but never during the days of 
His flesh.5 With reference to the Divine glory of 
His Person, He is called the first-born of every crea¬ 
ture; the explanation of which phrase is given in 
its immediate context: "For by Him were all things 
created,"6 &c. His birth, that is, as the Eternal Son, 
is antedated to the creation, which is the work of 
His own hands. When, in the ripened fulness of the 
times, He was visibly presented, full of grace and 
truth, as the incarnate manifestation of Divine love, 
it was under the title of "the only begotten of the 
Father." He came thus into the world.7 He stood 
under this title in His proper and exclusive cha¬ 
racter of Son, independently of all or any special 
relationship with His people, which either then 
subsisted, or, in the after fulfilment of Divine coun¬ 
sel, might eventually be declared. Immanuel, or 
" God with us," is likewise the only begotten of 
the Father. But when the results of this great 
work of love are stated, and He is Himself re¬ 
vealed in resurrection as the first-fruits of His own 
eternal victory over death, we find the title "first¬ 
born" again applied to Him by the Holy Ghost. He 

5 Matt. i. 25, and Luke ii. 7, do not here apply. He is there de¬ 
scribed as Mary's first-born. 

6 Col. i. 16. ι John i. 14, 18. 
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is there described as "the beginning, the first-horn 
from the dead." A relation is here very plainly im¬ 
plied to those, who, like Himself, and in Him, are 
born out of death; who will rise by virtue of their 
portion in Him, who is the Eesurrection and the 
Life, but who follow, as it respects the actual accom¬ 
plishment of their hope, the First-fruits in the ap¬ 
pointed order of God.8 Now the beginning of re¬ 
surrection is also the First-born of many brethren, 
whose predestined glory is to be conformed to Him.9 

But the form of Jesus is the form of man; He is the 
second Adam, as well as the true Lord of glory. 
Enough has now been alleged from the Word of God 
to prove, it is hoped conclusively, these two important 
points. First, that the expression we are now exam¬ 
ining is not a synonyme for "only-begotten;" and, 
secondly, that it does not relate to the Lord Jesus 
while He dwelt a stranger on the earth. 

Let us now proceed to the general interpretation of 
the verse. "When He bringeth in," &c. With refer¬ 
ence to His first advent, Christ is said in Scripture to 
have come into the world—to have been sent—and 
to have been born. He is here said to be brought or 
introduced into the world. Moreover, it is under a 
title which, as we have just seen, does not apply to 
Him at His former advent, that He is again to come. 
When, therefore, it is promised that the First-begotten 
shall again1 be brought into the world, there is a 

8 1 Cor. xv. 20-28. In chap. xii. of this Epistle, the term "flrst-
horn" is applied characteristically to the entire Church, aa a rela¬ 
tive title which distinguishes it from other partakers of Divine 
redemption. This point will be more fully noticed in its place. 

9 Rom. viii. 29. 
1 1 forbear from any argument in proof of the correctness of the 

marginal translation, "when He bringeth again." To most readers 
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reference very clearly implied to His previous expul¬ 
sion from the world. Men drove Him ignominiously 
from the world, when, by the grace of God, His 
beloved Son was crucified in weakness. He will re-
enter it in majesty, according to the power of God. 
His own testimony to the judges of unrighteousness 
was, "Hereafter ye shall see the Son of Man sitting 
on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds 
of heaven."2 He will "be brought with solemn pomp 
of royal and Divine dominion into a world which 
once has witnessed His reproach. Then, among other 
wonders, will it openly be manifested, that the hom¬ 
age of all angels is rendered willingly to Him whose 
honour is God's principal delight. 

With reference to the language3 of the present 
passage, it may further be remarked, that it is not to 
be confounded with the statement elsewhere made, 
that God, when incarnate, was beheld of angels. Still 
less do these expressions apply to that angelic min¬ 
istration, of which the self-emptied and willingly 
dependent Son made Himself capable, and which 
He actually accepted in the hour of His need, when 
heavenly messengers conveyed, at the bidding of the 
Father, a sensible refreshment to the patient but ex¬ 
hausted sufferer of His will.4 Nor has it, further, 
any connexion with the multitudinous worship of the 

of the original it will, I conceive, appear preferable to that of the 
text. Alford, who fairly discusses the question of construction, 
arrives at the same conclusion. 

2 Matt. xxvi. 64. 
s The words in the text are an exact quotation from the Septuagint 

version of Deut. xxxii. 43. In our present Hebrew Bible the passage 
is omitted. The same words are given by the LXX. in their version 
of Ps. xcvii. 7; the verb only being changed from the second person 
to the third: προσκυνήσατε αντψ πάντες άγγελοι αϋτοϋ [sc. θίοϋ]. 

4 Matt. iv. 11; Luke xxii. 43. 



NOTES ON THE HEBEEWS. 25 

heavenly host, who, when Mary had brought forth 
her first-born son, appeared, and bore consenting and 
harmonious witness to the amazing truth which Jeho¬ 
vah's angel had but just before announced to the 
bewildered shepherds of Bethlehem.5 That angel's 
tidings were, that in the city of David, had been born 
a Saviour, even Christ the Lord. An announcement 
which called forth a new and joyful doxology from 
the host of heaven. But then they praised the Sen¬ 
der, not the Sent. God in the Highest was the object 
of their worship, though its moving cause might be 
the lowly Babe, which lay, unkingly cradled, at the 
royal city of His birth. 

It is not, therefore, to the former advent of the 
Son of God, when, in fulfilment of the ancient pro¬ 
mise, He was born a child of Abraham's family, and 
of David's seed, that the quotation in the present 
verse refers. What is here contemplated is rather 
the epiphany of His glorious kingdom, when, after 
long expectance on His Father's throne, He shall 
have received investment of His own appointed 
royalty as the only "King of nations." The era here 
referred to, is the time when He shall come mani¬ 
festly forth, and every eye shall see Him, as He 
brings nigh to earth the majesty of His presence,·— 
coming, as He will, to be at once the Judge and the 
Eestorer of the world. It is into this habitable earth, 
which God created, but which man, at Satan's bid¬ 
ding, and as the willing victim of his deception, has 
corrupted through his lusts of evil, that Jesus will 
be brought. He will visit it with power, and in the 
perfect majesty of apparent glory, but in vindication 

«Lukeiil3, 11. 
c 
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of a right which once had been derided and dis¬ 
owned. Men bowed the knee in mockery to Jesus, 
when they hailed, with scornful homage, the patient 
Wearer of the crcwn of thorns; for then was not 
the hour of His kingdom, but of His reproach.6 It 
was man's hour, and the power of darkness; the 
scripture must be so fulfilled. But glory was or¬ 
dained for Him; for it was the very "Lord of glory," 
whom the powers of the present world judged wor¬ 
thy of the Cross. 

Already this is recognized in heaven, where angels, 
and authorities, and powers, now own subjection to 
the risen Christ. Already, too, it is known and re¬ 
joiced in by the Church of God, within which are 
unfolded by the Spirit those mysteries of blessedness 
which still remain unknown, and undesired by the 
world. But nothing is now hidden, in the wisdom 
of God's will, but for its manifestation at His own 
appointed time. Christ now is hidden in God. With 
Him is hidden there His people's life; for it is Him¬ 
self who is their life.7 He is no longer visible to 
those whom yet He loves, and of whom He is be¬ 
loved as well as worshipped. The heavens have 
received and still retain Him, since the day when 
He vanished from the wistful gaze of those who 
witnessed the translation of the Son of Man.8 But 
He has gone away with purpose of return. He 
will come in like manner as He went; He will re¬ 
turn to the self-same world which He has left; He 

β " Now is my kingdom not from hence " (John xviii. 36) was His 
own word of explanation to the wondering governor of Judsea when 
he questioned Jesus, with mingled feelings of alarm and scorn, touch¬ 
ing that title which sounded meaningly, and yet incredibly in his ears. 

7 Col. iii. 3, 4. e Acts i. 
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will be owned in fear where He was once rejected 
with contempt; He will come in the power of the 
kingdom which He is gone to receive.9 As King of 
Israel, He was delivered, with scourging and with 
spitting to the Cross. The glory of His power will 
in that day justify His mightier title of King of 
Icings, and Lord of lords. Nor will He come alone. 
Besides the holy myriads of His saints, whose call¬ 
ing is to suffer and to reign with Him, He will be 
brought upon His way by the whole angel host of 
God. For the Son of Man shall come "in His own 
glory, and in His Father's, and of the holy angels."1 

The Father has conferred His honour on the Son.3 

Judgment and worship are assigned to Him. To 
Jesus every knee must bow. In the same world in 
which He had not where to lay. His head, supremest 
homage shall be rendered to the once1 rejected Son 
of Man. 

Verses 7-9. Thus far the comparison has been be¬ 
tween filial relationship and ministerial place. The 
Son's inheritance is found to comprise within it all 

. angelic worship. In what next follows, we have yet 
more fully and expressly shown to us, the essential 
difference in nature upon which all outward and 
official orders o\ distinction rest. Angels were 
created to serve. "He maketh His angels spirits, and 
His ministers a flame of fire." They are indeed 
spirit, and not flesh; they bear, moreover, a descrip¬ 
tive semblance to Him, who is himself a consuming 
fire; but they have their being, and are kept in 
their appointed spheres by the word of Him who 
made them. In all their might and excellency, they 

9 Luke xix. 12. ι Luke ix. 26. 2 John v. 22, 27. 
c 2 
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are wholly His who formed them for Himself. They 
are angels and ministers of God, and the God of 
their creation, as well as the object of their homage, 
is the Son. 

In the quotation from Ps. xlv., which immediately 
succeeds, there is a striking declaration of the origi¬ 
nal Divinity of Him who is to be known in power 
as the enthroned monarch of the kingdoms of this 
world.3 The main object, both of this passage, and 
of those which have gone before, is not so much to 
assert the Deity of the Son in the abstract, as to 
show that in all the varied aspects under which the 
Christ appears (who is the fulflller in His Person 
of all Divine testimony and promise), it is none 
other than the very God who is declared. The sub¬ 
ject of Ps. xlv.4 is Messiah, the King. The sphere, 
however, of that dominion, which is the leading 
theme of Jewish prophecy, is not heavenly, but 
earthly. But the essential majesty of His Person is 
insisted on in language far above the apparent neces¬ 
sities of the sphere in which, dispensationally, His 
glory is there displayed. To be the fulfiller of David-
ical promise, and so to take a kingdom, and to exer¬ 
cise a sway below the heavens, needs less than the 
presence of the only God. Thus flesh might reason, 
and so sight would judge. But such was not the 
counsel of the all-wise God of promise. The mystery 
of godliness reveals to the believer the unity of the 
Giver and the Receiver of the primal promise and 
blessing. The qualification for effective human rule 

8 Eev. xi. 15. 
4 For a fuller notice of the general scope and meaning of this most 

beautiful Psalm, as well as of other Psalms referred to in this chapter, 
the reader is referred to my Notes on the Psalms. 
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and supremacy is only found in the intrinsic right¬ 
eousness of the Divine nature. Power belongs to God, 
alone.5 The throne of the dominion, which will hold 
the government of all beneath the sun,6 is set in the 
stability of an eternal right. " Thy throne, Ο God, 
is for ever and ever." 

In the former Adam there was vested a proba¬ 
tionary title of all sublunary rule. God's chiefest 
creature was entrusted, as His image, with the rights 
of God.7 The result was to demonstrate the unfit-
ness of the creature to abide in honour by the main¬ 
tenance, in righteousness, of sovereign place. Adam 
proved by his fall both his personal unworthiness and 
his consequent incapacity to be the head of govern¬ 
ment and guardianship to a dependent creation. The 
fitness of the second Adam to bear the sceptre of the 
world's dominion, is based upon the natural Deity 
of His person—on His being the Lord from heaven. 
He that is to be feared as the King of nations is 
the true God. He is the living God, and an ever¬ 
lasting King.8 The language of the 8th verse is not 
to be confounded in its meaning with that of the 
9th. In the first the Lord's Divinity is stated abso¬ 
lutely, and the sceptre of righteousness is ascribed 
to the Son as an attribute which belongs originally 
to Him who is the Judge of all the world." In the 
other verse we see Him as the Perfect One, to whom 
Jehovah bears His witness, and to whom the rewards 
of righteousness are assigned as to the Man of God's 
pure sanction and delight. Jesus has proved, in 

5 P s . lxii. 11. "Ps. lxxii. 
7 Vicariously, that is, and so far as respected the condition of the 

subject creature, which must stand or fall with its appointed head, 
8 Jer. x. 7, 10. 9 Bom. iii. δ, 6. 
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finished human obedience, His fitness to receive the 
rod of human rule.1 He is the Just One. He 
walked thus in His fleshly days. He loved right¬ 
eousness, and hated iniquity, in a world which 
loved darkness rather than light. It is, therefore, 
that the more abundant unction of the oil of glad¬ 
ness is placed upon His head for ever. His God 
hath so anointed Him. 

In close connexion with this subject, a new and 
strange comparison is now introduced—one which 
is not adversative, like that of angels, but only in 
degree. Jesus is said to be anointed with the oil of 
gladness above His felloios. Angels are no fellows 
to the Son. They are in every way contrasted with 
Him, as we have seen. His fellows are none other 
than they who are elsewhere said to be partakers of 
His flesh and of His bones,2 and whose predestined 
glory it is, by the exceeding riches of the grace of 
God, to be conformed to the image of His Son; for 
He is to be, and is, the first-born of many brethren. 
The companions of His patience, and the sufferers of 
His reproach, will share the anointed fellowship of 
Messiah's reigning joy. We may well devote a little 
further space to the consideration of this wondrous 
and most blessed truth. 

We have just now been reminded that the pre¬ 
eminent Eeceiver of this unction of gladness is, in 
nature and in power, the eternal God. As such, His 
challenge from of old had been, " To whom will ye 
liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One."3 

And we have already seen the primary answer to 
this question in the personal delineation of Jehovah's 

1 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. 2 Eph. v. 30. « Isa. xl. 25. 
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fellow. But God's true image and glory is not to 
be visible in the incarnate Son alone. His glory is 
to shine through its appointed media, even as the 
Father's brightness is revealed in Him. And so in 
the mystery of God's eternal counsel, there has been 
found for Emmanuel a companionship with fellows 
of His glory and His place. When man could point 
to none with whom the Highest might compare, God 
has Himself discovered, in the fair invention of re¬ 
deeming love, a manner of comparison whereby His 
glory should be yet more marvellously known than 
in the solitary majesty of His only immortality and 
light. He has matched Himself, in grace, with 
children, whom He has fitted to receive from Him a 
Father's love. In Christ He has begotten for Him¬ 
self a progeny, who, in the mystery of their new 
creation, participate both His nature and His joy. 
Born, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible; 
born of the Spirit, and not of the flesh,—of God, 
and not of man,—they awake, at the quickening 
voice of Jesus, from the sleep of natural death in 
sin to the consciousness of a life which only breathes 
in perfect righteousness,4 and which looks for glory 
as its proper hope and end. It is unto the fellow¬ 
ship of the Son of God that the justified (because 
believing) sinner is now called.5 Those joys which 
Christ counts such—joys for the sake of which He 
bore the cross—are already the promised portion and 
the pledged possession of the brethren of His love. 
Of this the Holy Ghost is in their hearts both the 
living earnest and the seal.6 Only in measure will 
His joy excel. By how much it is better and more 

1 Bom. viii. 10. 5 1 Cor. i. 9. " 2 Cor. v. 5; Eph. i. 13, 14. 
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blessed to give than to receive, by so much will His 
joy exceed the happiness of those whose perfect 
blessedness it is to be receivers of the fulness which 
is His ; who know that all things are their own, for 
they are Christ's. The Church is the companion of 
the Lord whom angels serve. They stand and veil 
their faces in His presence. But she will sit upon 
His throne—an elevation equally beyond all human 
powers, whether of contemplation or attainment; 
yet the place where faith even now may rest ador¬ 
ingly upon the bosom of Divine and perfect love. 
For the believer knows to what a dreary depth that 
love has first descended, that its chosen though 
guilty objects might be counted worthy of that seat.7 

Verses 10-12. The proper glory of Christ as the 
Former8 of all things, the pre-existent originator 
of all beginning, is further illustrated in the next 
quotation. The passage is one, not of description, 
but of comparison. It is to identify the appointed 
Heir of all things with the Ancient of days, that it 
is here cited by the Spirit. His goings forth have 
been from old, from everlasting. The heavens and 
the earth are alike the work of His hands. He is 
the eternal Survivor, as well as the Ancestral Source 
of all created being.1 The creature, even in its fair¬ 
est form, and under its grandest character, is intrin¬ 
sically subject to decay. It is dependent wholly for 
its continuance upon the sustaining power of the 
Creator. The things which are will not for ever be. 

' Eph. ii. 5, 6, iv. 9. 8 Ίϊϊ> Jer. x. 16. 
1 God only hath immortality. The new creation, which will stand 

in the power of eternal redemption, abides with God. I speak in the 
text of Deity as it intrinsically differs from all that is below itself. 
All creature life and being is existent only at the pleasure of tho 
DiYine will. 
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The heavens, which now declare the glory of God, 
will one day pass away. The same Almighty Lord, 
who spreads them as a tent to dwell in, who has 
filled them with beauty and magnificence by the 
garniture of His Spirit,2 and who makes them black 
with sackcloth at His will, shall change them in due 
time. They will be changed, that new and yet more 
fair creations may appear.3 That new Creation will 
indeed remain. Founded in the power of redeeming 
love, it will be the perpetual dwelling-place of right¬ 
eousness and life, a work no more to be repented of 
by Him who grieved in heart to see the spoiling of 
the first creation through the sin of man. God will 
roll off from sight the heavens which now are. With 
a great noise they will depart before the urgent 
power of His will, who now upholds them in their 
place. But a perpetual Christ remains. " Thou art 
the same, and Thy years shall not fail."4 His nature 
and condition are subject to no change; He is eter¬ 
nally Divine. As He has been from everlasting the 
unchanging Source from whence has emanated every 
manifestation, whether of majesty or holiness, of 
truth or wisdom, of grace or power, which in the 
successive dispensations of the Divine will has 
hitherto been unfolded to the creature, so in the 
coming dispensation of the fulness of times, there 

» Job xxvi. 13. 3 Eev. xxi. 1 - 5. 
4 It is noticeable that the quotation from Psalm cii. is taken from 

the Septuagint. The Hebrew text does not contain any equivalent 
to the word "Lord." It seems to be here introduced by the Spirit 
of God in order to give a clearer distinctness to the quotation in its 
present application. In the Psalm, on the other hand, the omission 
of express title, while the perfect attributes of Divine being and 
majesty are ascribed to the One addressed, enhances still the won¬ 
drous power of the contrast which the passage presents of the perfect 
self-abasement in grace of the Son of God, to the essential and 
supreme glory of His Person. 

C 5 
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will be found concentred in the Person of the Man 
whose name is " Wonderful," the total fulness of all 
Godhead in its widely-spreading and beneficent dis¬ 
play. "The God of the whole earth" is the title 
with which, in the written record of prophetic pro¬ 
mise,5 He is already greeted whom the Christian 
knows and looks for as the great God and His 
Saviour Jesus Christ.6 

Verses 13, 14. The series of Messianic quotations 
from the Old Testament closes with the revelation 
of the Heir of all things in the attitude of expectant 
session at the right hand of God. We have already 
seen how He has won that seat at His triumphant 
re-ascension in accomplished victory, after having 
wrought the mighty work for which He quitted, for 
a time, the place which had been always His. His 
position on the throne of God is now declared with 
reference to the Father's will. For it was at the 
Father's invitation that, after having finished the 
work of His obedience upon earth, He took that 
place. It was said to Him at His ascension, "Sit 
Thou at my right hand, until I make Thine enemies 
Thy footstool." The importance of this passage will 
be obvious to the thoughtful Christian. For it is 
not only an additional corroboration of the already 
cumulative testimony to the Sonship and glory of 
the exalted Christ. It affirms, besides, the all-
important circumstance of His present expectancy. 
Jesus sits, but not on His own throne.7 He waits, 
but does not reign.7 All power, indeed, is His, in 

5 Isa. liv. 5. 8 Tit. ii. 13. 
' The reader will easily perceive that in speaking thus antithetically, 

I am dealing exclusively with the subject of the Lord's dispensational 
position. The foregoing pages have insisted sufficiently, I trust, upon 
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heaven and in earth. Angels, and authorities, and 
powers, are submitted to His sway. In the esti¬ 
mation and confessed acknowledgment of those who 
now obey the truth, He is the only Lord of all. 
But the power of His kingdom is as yet appreciated 
only by the believing subjects of His grace. The 
time for its decisive vindication is as yet not come; 
its accomplishment is still deferred until the day 
determined shall arrive. A preparation must be 
made for this, in which the agent is the Father, 
while its object is the Son. He sits at God's right 
hand until He makes the haters of His Christ a 
footstool for His feet. The Lord God Omnipotent 
will surely reign; His kingdom and the power of 
His Christ will come. But while the dispensation 
lasts of Gospel grace—the season of Divine long-
suffering in Gentile mercy8—Christ sits in heaven 
at the right hand of God. God speaks in patient 
mercy by His Son. Anon His speech will be in 
wrath. The Christ of men's derision and contempt 
will suddenly be known in vengeance as the Mighty 
One of God.9 

The session of Jesus, on the Father's throne, is 
closely connected with the specialty of His title as 
the Melchisedec Priest, a title more fully to be 
examined further on. It was for no angel that this 
the proper glory and majesty of His Person to prevent misapprehen¬ 
sion on this point. In one sense, the Father's throne is also Christ's, 
all that the Father hath being His. They are, however, pointedly 
distinguished in another sense. Again, the Lord reigns, in so far as 
all power in heaven and on earth is already committed to His hands. 
Howbeit it is to the Church, and in the Church, that the glory of this 
power is now revealed; and that by the Spirit, which the world seeth 
not nor knoweth. But in that coming day all eyes shnll see Him, 
whose title (to be justified at His appearing) is that of "Prince of 
the kings of the earth." (Eev. iii. 21.) 

8 Eom. xi. 9 Ps. ii. 4, 5. 
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place had been reserved; it is the Lord who may 
alone sit there. " Jehovah said unto my Lord," &c. 
Worship and homage are the attendants of that seat. 
There are lesser thrones in heaven, whose exalted 
occupants must worship there. Thrones and do¬ 
minions, principalities and powers, bear each their 
measure of Divinely-adjusted sway. They rule for 
God where He appoints their rule. In governing 
they obey; their province, as their title, is to be the 
ministers of God. With reference, moreover, to the 
latter clause of this verse, it may be noticed that 
angels can have no personal enemies; their ani¬ 
mosities and their affections are but varied ex¬ 
pressions of their zeal for God. Rest also is no 
attribute of angel life; they live and shine as the 
ever ready messengers of Him who dwelleth in the 
high and holy place. To God alone, and to the 
Lamb, are ceaseless praise and adoration paid. 

And now another marvel is revealed. We have 
seen how all God's angels are prepared to greet with 
worship the second entrance of the First-begotten 
into the world. We have seen, too, that they are 
already the willing vassals of Him who is the Head 
of all principality and power. The nature of their 
present service is now more particularly declared. 
"Are they not ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister to them who are about to inherit salva¬ 
tion?"1 A wondrous truth! Yet let it not seem 
strange in the eyes of those for whom Christ died, 
that even such things should be found among the 
true sayings of the blessed God. A grateful portion 
is it, surely, of the "present truth," and one which 

1 Δια TTOVQ με\\οντας κ\ηρονομίϊν σωτηρίαν. 



NOTES ON THE HEBREWS. 37 

the believer will do wisely to keep constantly in 
view. The ministers are angels; the receivers of 
the ministry are heirs. They are fellow-heirs with 
Christ, owned now as the children of a Father 
whom they know and joy in as their Saviour and 
their God. Once sunk in sin beyond all natural 
hope, they are now, through grace, become in Christ 
the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty— 
begotten to the living hope of their enduring herit¬ 
age through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead.2 The heritage for which they wait is, in 
one single word, " Salvation," Christian salvation 
is not a mere escape from wrath. The vessels of 
God's mercy are by Him prepared in Christ for 
glory. They who receive abundance of grace, and 
the gift of righteousness, shall reign in life by one, 
Jesus Christ. The receivers of Divine forgiveness 
through the blood of Jesus are also sanctified 
through faith in Him. Now the inheritance of 
God's saints is in light. They are themselves the 
children of light. They will shine thus in glory 
to His eternal praise, who is both the God of 
glory, and the Father of lights.3 Angels assent 
to this. Great is the pure joy which they taste in 
heaven at the turning of one soul to God; they 
celebrate, with louder strains of joyful adoration 
than were rendered at creation, God's chiefest work 
of wisdom and of love. They desire to behold, with 
deeper search, the still unfathomed mysteries of Di¬ 
vine redemption. Meanwhile, they bear their willing 
part in the furtherance of His good pleasure, whom 
they only live to serve. They are sent forth to be 

2 1 Pet. i. 3. 8 Acts vii. 2; Jas. i. 7. 
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the ministers of help to those whom God holds 
worthy of such ministry, "because they "bear the title 
of His Son. 

Little, indeed, it may be feared, is this truth at 
present estimated in the Church of God. For an 
active and simple faith is needed to perceive, in what 
men carelessly regard as accidents of time and place, 
the positive working of angelic ministry. And faith, 
in its application to the things of daily life, is at a 
feeble flow indeed in this our day of evil. Yet it is 
only thus that the just man can be said to live. A 
Christian, if the Spirit lead him, does not walk by 
sight. It is not from events, or from appearances, 
that he is left to argue that God does at times exert 
immediate influence on present things. Men can do 
this, who naturally know not God. For God is not 
as yet ostensibly disowned of men.4 Eemote and 
general dispositions of Divine Providence are com¬ 
monly acknowledged by the thoughtless world itself. 
It belongs to faith alone, which knows its access by 
the Spirit to the Father's presence in the full wel¬ 
come of the Son's acceptance, to walk, in a confi¬ 
dence not unmixed with fear, under the sweet yet 
solemn consciousness of being thus attended from 
on high. It is a truth which brings the shadow of 
God's majesty with a peculiar nearness over the 
believer's soul. That we are seen of angels is an 
assurance to which the Spirit elsewhere practically 
bids our heed.5 A happy thought, yet one of sober-

4 Though He is so virtually wherever heed is given to the lying 
spirit which, now endeavours, in. so many varied tones, to persuade 
the willing ignorance of the age, that although God is, He does not 
speak; and that by a rhetorical figure only can the Scriptures be 
said to be the living Word of God. 

s 1 Cor. xj. 10. 
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ing effect, to be thus seen; to be the objects of near 
gaze, and very contact, to those holy visitants of 
watchful love, who, standing as the bright apparitors 
of heavenly majesty beside the throne on which the 
Son of God now rests, are sent forth to speed upon 
their way the pilgrim brethren of their Lord. 
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CHAPTEE II. 

THE preceding chapter has largely demonstrated the 
eternal Sonship and the personal majesty of the 
once-rejected Christ; has declared His supremacy, 
as the appointed Heir of all things, to the angels 
who excel in strength, and, in thus setting forth the 
superlative perfection of the object of his faith, has 
opened to the believer a distinct though general view 
of the nature and quality of his standing as an 
heir of salvation. It is upon the doctrine of His 
Person and pre-eminency that the hortative warning 
is founded with which the present chapter opens. 

Verses 1-4. " Therefore we ought," &c. God hath, 
spoken by His Son. He has addressed Himself in 
Him to us. We, therefore, who have heard, should 
give a proportionately earnest heed to what we have 
received. A more diligent regard is due to what is 
now spoken than to what the fathers heard, for four 
principal reasons. First, because of the essential 
majesty and glory of the Messenger of the new 
covenant, by whom God now speaks. The things 
heard by us were spoken by the Lord. Secondly, 
because the message now addressed to us is final. 
Thirdly, because of the infinite preciousness of the 
things concerning which the word is spoken; and, 
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lastly, because of the hopeless perdition which is 
the declared alternative to those who now reject the 
testimony of saving grace. 

The danger to which the Hebrew Christians stood 
peculiarly exposed, was that of a gradual moving 
away from the pure and perfect standing of finished 
grace to the older, but, for the time, abandoned con¬ 
fidences of traditional religion. They had to give 
good heed, lest what they had received in the Gos¬ 
pel, as the perfect truth of God in Christ, should 
gradually lose its hold6 upon their hearts ; lest hav¬ 
ing ceased (through that dimness of spiritual vision, 
which follows as the natural effect, where faith is 
not duly exercised,)7 to perceive the living beauty 
of the truth, and so to love it and delight in it, as 
that which satisfied the longing of their souls, they 
should yield to the ever present temptation to turn 
again to the vain conversation which had been de¬ 
livered to them by their fathers, and from which the 
'precious blood of Christ had set them free. But 
this would be to draw back to perdition. Hence 
the solemnity of the present appeal. There was no 
escape from the wrath already impending over the 
children of disobedience, if this great salvation were 
neglected. 

This solemn position is sustained d fortiori by a 
reference to the former covenant, and its results. 
The word spoken by angels had been stedfast. The 

6 With respect to the concluding words of verse 1: μη rowe ν α-
ρ α ρ ρ υ ώ μ ε υ, while their moral drift is quite clear, it is not easy to 
render their sense exactly. "Demit wir nieht etwa durum Jcommen" 
is DR WETTE'S version. i( Che talora non isfiiggiamo,"—DIOD. "Dass 
wir nieht dahin fahren,"—LUTH. The E. V. is sound and sufficient, 
though for strictness of translation, the margin is preferable to the 
text. ι 2 Pet. i. 9. 
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blessings indeed which the Law proposed had failed, 
because they were conditional upon the obedience 
of the people; while for the same reason, the curse 
which it denounced had taken its effect, and had 
attached, with more or less intensity of infliction, to 
the natural seed of Abraham.8 They had not 
escaped. But besides the general historic reference 
to the nation of Israel, which is here implied, there 
is a direct allusion to the character and necessary 
effects of the Law as an administrative dispensation 
of God, in order to compare it with the Gospel 
under the same point of view. 

After noticing the intrinsic inferiority of a com¬ 
munication made to man "by angels," to that which 
is now spoken by the Son, the distinctive nature and 
operation of the Sinaitic covenant are briefly intimated 
in what follows. Conferring nothing upon man, and 
thus, in its form and language, hiding rather than 
revealing the true character of God, it lay on those 
who had received it as a strict and inflexible demand 
of right, which nothing but complete obedience 
could discharge. Penal in its essence, as well as 
prohibitive in most of its injunctions, the Law ad¬ 
justed punishment exactly to transgression. "Every 
transgression and disobedience received a just re-
compence of reward." God measured human con¬ 
duct by the letter of His own commandment; 
and visited delinquency with death.9 Dispensa-

8 Compare Levit. xxvi. 14-43; Lament, ii. 17; Dan. ix. 11; and 
1 These, ii. 16. 

9 Historically, and in point of fact, this was not always rigidly 
insisted on. It was so at first. The fate of the Sabbath-breaker 
(Numb. xv. 35), and the several instances of special judgment which 
befel the people in the wilderness, exemplify this. But mercy ever 
rejoiced against judgment, and God was not extreme to mark imroe-
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tionally considered, the covenant ordained by angels 
went no farther than this. Its dominion is over a 
man "as long as he liveth."1 Moreover, the Law 
dealt only with external acts. It judged men ac¬ 
cording to their deeds} Hence its penal visitations 
were upon things palpable to the senses. Human 
testimony was therefore necessary for the establish¬ 
ment of legal judgment. He that despised Moses' 
Law died without mercy under two or three wit¬ 
nesses. The Law thus wrought effectually as a 
ministry of death. But this ordinance of judgment, 
although spoken by angels, was the word of God; 
and that word may lose no jot or tittle of its force. 
The Law, therefore, remained stedfast, until by its 
perfect accomplishment in Christ, it was taken for 
ever out of the believer's way.3 

But if God has justified His sayings which He 
spake by angels, how much rather will He establish 
that which He is now speaking by the Son. Now 
the Law, as has been shown, enjoined obedience, and 
diately what was done amiss. Had He done so, no remnant could 
have been left. Long-suffering patience bore with the multitude of 
the people's iniquities, from day to day, as their provocations in¬ 
creased, and the evil of their doings ripened beneath the prolonged 
continuance of prophetic testimony. Still judgment came, though 
long deferred. For God is not mocked. In the captivities and dis¬ 
persions of the nation, Jehovah had vindicated the testimony of His 
servant according to the truth of His own holiness. 

1 Rom. vii. 1. The ultimate decision of the day of judgment 
is not here in question. As to this, see Bom. ii. 12-16. 

2 True it is that to the regenerate soul, the Law was spiritual. 
As such it discerned the thoughts and intents of the heart. " Thou 
shalt not covet," ruined all hope of legal justification in the con¬ 
science of one whom God instructed in the secret of His way. 
Jewish faith deprecated the Law of debt as much as Christian. 
" Enter not into judgment with thy servant, Ο Lord, for in thy sight 
shall no man living be justified," is the language of such as hoped in 
God, and not in themselves. It is under its outward and literal aspect 
only that the Law is eontemplated-in the text above. 

3 Matt. v. 17. 
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promised life as a reward. On the other hand, it 
slew the rebel with the sword of temporal4 ven¬ 
geance. It is in marked contrast to this, in all its 
points, that the things now addressed to us present 
themselves in the word of Christ. 

The Gospel speaks the language, not of a Law¬ 
giver, but of a Saviour. Its burden accordingly is 
not a restatement of God's righteous claims upon 
His creature, but a declaration of positive and sove¬ 
reign grace. It is thus a ministration, not of sin 
and death, but of life and righteousness. That 
blessed ministration proceeds upon the previous 
proof of the total unprofitableness of the flesh; and 
witnesses of righteousness, and life eternal, as the free, 
unqualified gift of God in Christ. Its moving cause 
is the completeness of the sinner's ruin in his 
natural condition. God acts, in Christ, upon that. 
His love to the world, His kindness toward man, 
appeared in the sending of His Son as a propitiation 
for human sin. Thus, while the original spring of 
Divine redemption is in the secret depths of God's 
own nature, which is love; and, as it respects His 
elect people, their special blessing is based upon the 
promise and grace which were given them in Christ 
before the world began, yet its occasion of display, 
the immediate motive of its effectual operation, was 
the actual condition of the world in its ripeness of 
sin and death. "For when we were without strength, 
in due time Christ died for the ungodly."5 God thus 
commends to us His love. 

4 Resurrection from the dead, and eternal judgment, were truths 
well known to the fathers, and generally held through their tradition 
by the nation of Israel. As a positive dispensation of God, however, 
the Law dealt only with earthly and temporal things. 

6 Rom. v. 
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The grand topic, therefore, of the word now spoken 
is SALVATION. God speaks no more to men of 
personal obedience unto justification, with the alter¬ 
native of hopeless condemnation upon failure of 
their covenanted engagement. This was His lan¬ 
guage when He spake by angels in the Law. He 
now preaches peace by Jesus Christ. Finding in the 
obedience of His own Son a righteous channel 
through which His love to man may freely reach its 
object, He now speaks of the full remission of many 
offences—of the forgiveness of all trespasses through 
the precious blood of Jesus. Abundance of grace, 
and the free gift of righteousness, are the burden of 
the Gospel. It is the ministration of righteousness; 
and, therefore, of both life and peace. 

A word which ministers such things, if it be not 
accepted with love and honour, will be slighted by 
indifference, or rejected with contempt. Now, as we 
have already seen,6 God's capital question with men 
has always been whether they would own Him ac¬ 
cording to His actual manifestation of Himself. 
But the testimony which declared His title to obedi¬ 
ence as a Lawgiver, when applied as a test of quality 
to man's alien will, produced rebellion as its result. 
And as it is elsewhere written: " The Law entered 
that the offence might abound."7 The proof, on the 
other hand, to which men are now subjected is, not 
whether they can establish for themselves a claim, 
in equity, to the Divine favour, but whether they 
will accept, at the hands of the Father, salvation as 
the unconditional grace of His perfect love in Christ. 
The question, therefore, which is now addressed to 

6 Introduction—passim. 7 Bom. v. 20. 
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the conscience is, " How shall we escape, if we neg¬ 
lect so great salvation?" Acquired by merit it can 
never be, while from outward knowledge it cannot 
be hidden ; for " their sound went into all the earth, 
and their words unto the ends of the world."8 Both 
Israel and the Gentiles know. But the message, 
though distinctly heard, may be listened to with 
apathy, or fruitlessly received into the mind, while 
the heart and conscience remain strangers to its 
power. But that which men are in danger of thus 
carelessly disregarding, is nothing less than God's 
great salvation. It is so described, first, because of 
the greatness of Him who is the Saviour. Secondly, 
because of the magnitude and hopelessness of that 
ruin out of which it saves. Thirdly, with reference 
to the exceeding and eternal weight of glory — the 
transcendant fulness of those unsearchable riches of 
Christ, which are the appointed heritage of those 
who are entitled and provided for in the word of 
grace as "heirs of salvation." 

But in proportion to the greatness of the salva¬ 
tion, which awaits the believer in Jesus, is the 
infinite measure of that inevitable judgment which 
impends over the despiser of the word of reconcilia¬ 
tion. " How shall we escape ?" 

With respect to this, it is to be remembered, that 
not only are the certainties of life and incorrupti¬ 
bility brought to light by the Gospel, but likewise 
their fearful contraries, the second death, and ever¬ 
lasting wrath. Both these opposites had been re¬ 
vealed (the former more distinctly than the latter) 
imperfectly in earlier days. Faith saw them in the 

8 Eom. x. 18. 
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word of promise.9 But now, by the testimony of 
the Gospel, they are made distinctly manifest. God 
has given to all men an earnest of judgment, as well 
as a full assurance of righteousness to the believer, 
in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.1 

The conditional blessings and cursings of the Law 
are now displaced and supplanted by the testimony 
of the Spirit of Grace to salvation through the 
blood of the Cross, as the only refuge from the 
wrath which is to come. As then there has been, 
and continues still to be, a fulfilment upon the sub¬ 
jects of the Law of the penalties which it contains, 
so will there be assuredly an accomplishment, in its 
appointed time, of the perfect word of God in 
Christ. Judgment to come is as clear a testimony 
of the Holy Ghost as present salvation through the 
faith of Jesus. Meanwhile, there is a temporary 
impunity to the despisers of the gift of God. The 
visitations of the Law were immediate and decisive; 
a man could not despise that word and live. But 
the time of Gospel testimony is the sinner's oppor¬ 
tunity. For now is the day, not of wrath, but of 
salvation. The scorner sits at ease, regardless alike 
of the gracious entreaties, and of the solemn warn¬ 
ings of the Gospel, until the protracted season of 
long-suffering grace be closed, and the day of ven¬ 
geance be at length revealed.2 

The instrumental means of testimony to this great 

9 On the subject of future retribution generally, see among other 
passages, Numb, xxiii. 10; Ps. 1.; Pro. xiv. 32; Eceles. v. 8, &c. 

1 Acts xvii. 31; John xvi. 10. 
2 In the present passage the certainty of retribution to the careless 

despisers of grace is the point insisted on. Later in the epistle (x. 
26-39), we have a reference to its measure in comparison with the 
effects of legal judgment. 
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salvation are next mentioned. The Lord had begun 
to speak of it while yet on earth. The words which 
Jesus spake were spirit, and were life. To as many 
as the Father brought to Him, He gave immediately 
eternal life. Forgiveness of sins was freely spoken 
by His lips to all whose hearts were rendered capa¬ 
ble of perceiving and owning in Him the presence 
of Jehovah. Especially He had announced the mes¬ 
sage of this great salvation, when, after He had risen 
from the dead, He greeted His disciples with the 
word of peace; while, to confirm that joyful word, 
He showed to them His hands and feet, from whence 
had flowed that precious blood, by means of which 
the covenant of peace had been eternally secured.3 

But the message of salvation which the Lord began 
to speak was not completed by His personal ministry. 
He had " many things to say," both for comfort to 
His own, and in testimony to the world, which He 
would not utter then, because the fitting time was 
not yet come. There was another Comforter whom 
He would send, and whose advent should be for a 
testimony to the perfect truth. It was not, therefore, 
until the descent from heaven of the Holy Ghost, 
that they who had listened to the voice of Jesus, 
and received their charge from Him, were enabled 
boldly to declare the Gospel of this great salvation. 
It was as endued with power from on high that they 
began to speak.4 The subject of their testimony was 
the Lord Himself. They preached a Saviour. Ee-
pentance, and remission of sins, were declared in the 
name of that Jesus of Nazareth, whom men, indeed, 
had crucified; but whom God had raised from the 

8 John xx. 19, 20. * Acts i. ii. 
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dead. The fruit of this testimony was to be the 
formation of the Church,—His Church. He had 
promised to Himself a Church while yet upon the 
earth. He had said, " Upon this Bock / will build 
my Church," when Simon, expressly taught from 
heaven of the Father, had made confession to His 
perfect title of "the Christ, the Son of the living 
God."5 And now that mighty work had been effec¬ 
tively begun. Its deep and sure foundation, which 
was laid from eternity in the purposes of God, had 
been prepared also, in fact, by the shedding of the 
blood of Christ, and now stood openly revealed to 
faith in the Person of the risen and ascended Son 
of God. 

Moreover, God had borne special witness (verse 4) 
to the chosen messengers and hearers of His Son. 
It was from the Father that the promise of the Holy 
Ghost had been received, who now was come from 
heaven as the willing minister of Jesus. With rich 
diversity of miraculous power, and with a lavish 
distribution of effectual gifts, had the Father of 
Lights expressed the full concurrence of His will 
from the beginning of that apostolic ministry of 
Christ for which His feeble witnesses had been 
thus prepared.6 Themselves completely cleansed 
from all defilement through the once shed blood of 
eternal redemption, they were filled and sanctified as 
by the pure fire of God, when the Holy Ghost, de¬ 
scending in a form which men might see, sat openly 
upon each vessel of His choice, and gave to each, 
with sovereign distribution of His grace, a new and 

5 Matt. xvi. 16-18. 6 Acts i. 8; ii. passim. 
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authentic utterance of things which God alone had 
power truly to declare.7 

The object of the extended comparison of the Son 
with angels, which is presented in the former chap¬ 
ter, is rendered thus yet more apparent to our minds. 
The ministries respectively of the Old Covenant and 
the New stand representatively, the first in angels, 
the second in the Son. Both were glorious; for 
both were of God. But the glory of the first had 
faded, and was, as it were, forgotten in the trans¬ 
cendent glory of the second. By how much life is 
better than death, and the ministration of righteous¬ 
ness a more excellent thing than the ministration of 
condemnation, by so much had the word of grace 
excelled the former testimony of the Law. God had 

7 1 Cor. xii. For although the disciples were competent witnesses of 
the resurrection of the Lord, it was the Messenger from heaven "who 
alone could testify with power to the ascension, and heavenly glory of 
the Son of Man. (Comp. John xv. 26, 27.) Moreover, the descent of the 
Holy Ghost at Pentecost was God's visible appropriation of the first-
fruits of redemption. God could now rest in man through his com¬ 
plete purification by the blood of Jesus. The disciples were sanctified 
by faith in Him. The presence of the Holy Ghost attested this. 
The proper origin of the Church is to be found in this event, for the 
Church had a formal existence in fact only from the moment of its 
baptism with the Holy Ghost. No longer listeners at Moses' seat, 
the disciples were themselves become the sole dispensers of the truth 
of God. As the ground and pillar of the truth, the Church was now 
set on its foundation in the open sight of men. Its hope and calling 
were indeed but partially disclosed, until the time arrived for the full 
development of the mystery of God through the apostleship and 
ministry of Paul. It existed, however, as an objective thing, from 
the flay of Pentecost. The full statement of the doctrine of the 
Church is to be found in the Epistles to the Ephesians and the Co-
lossians. In the present Epistle its heavenly calling is affirmed and 
illustrated; but its relation to Christ, according to the perfect counsel 
of the Father's will, is not completely shown. The Epistle has a 
different object. The eifect, it may be added, of the descent of the 
Spirit upon the Church is two-fold. First, He is the unction of 
Divine intelligence to the saints; and, secondly, He is the power of 
effectual testimony in the world. Both these results appear conspicu¬ 
ously in the Pentecostal Church. 
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now made His own desire and ability to bless the 
ground of His new and final revelation of Himself 
to man, instead of man's presumed capability of 
merit on his own account. The Spirit's present 
testimony is to God—in the perfect fulness, the 
abundant riches, of His grace in Christ. Well may 
the question then be asked, how they are to escape 
who negligently slight so great salvation! 

Verses 5-9. Having now fully asserted the Divine 
supremacy of the Son of God, and having aroused 
their souls to wakeful heed by the solemn warning 
which we have just been reviewing, he proceeds in 
the following verses to exhibit the reverse and coun¬ 
terpart of the mystery of godliness, by setting forth 
the true humanity of Him who is thus made known 
as the appointed Heir of all. This also is made the 
subject of angelic contrast. In the former chapter 
it was shown that the glorification of the exalted 
Christ was the enthronement, under a new form, of 
the eternal Maker of all things. The reality of that 
nature whose form has thus been glorified, and the 
appointment, therefore, of man to more than angel 
honour in the person of the Son, is now brought 
more immediately before our view. 

The subject is first taken up in connexion with a 
passage in the foregoing chapter. It had been said 
(chap. i. 6), "And when He bringeth again the 
First-begotten into the world, He saith, Let all the 
angels of God worship Him." We now read (verse 
5), " Unto the angels hath He not put in subjection 
the world to come, whereof we speak.e But one in a 
certain place testified, saying, What is man?" &c. 

8 Ύήν οίκονμενην την με\\ονσαν πβρι ής ΧαΧονμεν. 
D 2 
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There are two principal points to be considered in 
this passage. First, we find mention made of a 
world which, relatively to the present dispensation, 
is "the world to come;" and secondly, the entire 
sovereignty of this world is claimed for man. A 
fuller expansion of this subject in its detail, and its 
immediate relation to the Person of the Son of God, 
will follow presently. Let our first endeavour be to 
settle, by clear scriptural testimony, the true force of 
the expression, " world to come." 

The first thing to be noticed in such, an inquiry is 
the obvious fact, that the sphere and substance of 
this promised dominion, so far as it is specified by 
the above-mentioned expression, are neither heaven, 
nor heavenly things. The descriptive quotation 
from Ps. viii. might alone suffice to establish this; 
for it is of earth, and earthly things, that that Psalm 
speaks.9 But a somewhat fuller examination of 
scriptural evidence upon this point appears desir¬ 
able, that the subject may be set in a still clearer 
light. Let us then remember that the point to be 
established is, not only that what is here spoken of 
is the existing habitable earth, but that it is the same 
earth in a future dispensation—the world to come} 

9 Characteristically, that is, and in its primary meaning. We 
shall see hereafter how the language of that Psalm is extended in its 
interpretation so as to comprise within its terms the whole dominion 
of the reigning Christ. 

1 The word οίκονμενΐ] occurs in the New Testament sixteen times. 
Neither in Scripture nor anywhere else does it ever mean heaven in 
any sense. Generally its use in Scripture is similar to that which it 
received in classical writers, «'. «., "the civilized earth" as opposed to 
the rest of the world. (Compare LIDD. and SCOTT in loc.) It is, how¬ 
ever, found not unfrequently in a much wider sense, as will appear 
in the paragraph immediately following in the text, where the presence 
of the word in question is indicated by its English representative 
being printed in italics. 
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When the Son of Man endured in the wilderness 
the temptation of the devil, one of the fruitless lures 
of the deceiver was the sudden presentation to the 
view of Jesus of the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory. The form in which God's equal stood before 
him seemed, in the eyes of the first man's destroyer, 
an assurance that even in the self-humbled Son of 
G-od there might be found that selfish lust of power 
which he knew, by successful experience, to be the 
master passion of the human soul. He rightly 
judged that the dominion of God's earth was not to 
be for ever left in his polluting grasp. His error 
was to think that he, the father of lies, had anything 
of his within the Holy One of God.2 But the king¬ 
dom of Messiah was not then to be displayed in 
power as an earthly rule. He had come to suffer, 
not to reign. His reign would come in its appointed 
time, when God should vindicate in power the long 
suspended promise of His truth. The state in which 
the natural man remains, while Jesus sits at God's 
right hand, has been already brought under our view. 
He who is earth's rightful Lord has no share of his 
affection, and enforces no claim on his obedience. 
If God now speaks by His ambassadors, it is with 
words of persuasive entreaty, not of peremptory and 
irresistible command. As viewed from heaven, men 
are still seen to be in fixed and determinate oppo¬ 
sition to God, and to His Christ. Meanwhile the 
Gospel, which is God's pure message of entire love 
to those who naturally are His foes, is preached for 
a testimony in all the world." But until the hour of 
his binding be arrived, Satan though powerless to 

2 John xiv. 30. s Matt. xxiv. 14. 
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harm the elect vessels of mercy, who are divinely 
kept through faith, deceives with his delusions the 
vjorld wherein the word of grace is preached.4 The 
final effort of the arch-deceiver's energy, before the 
second coming of the Lord with power, will be the 
gathering together of the kings of the whole world 
"to the battle of that great day of God Almighty."5 

For God has set apart a day, and chosen Him a Man 
whereby to judge the world in righteousness.6 God's 
day begins, as well as ends, with judgment, though 
its coming be to introduce the world's Millennial 
peace.7 But before that day arrives men's hearts will 
fail them in perplexed and dreadful apprehension of 
the things which will be looked for as about to come 
upon the earth.8 

From the passages to which reference has just 
been made, it is abundantly manifest, first, that the 
habitable world is, in the present dispensation, the 
sphere of Gospel testimony; and secondly, that the 
prospective termination of this day of grace is judg¬ 
ment at the coming of the Lord. It is also further 
evident that the governing influence which is suf¬ 
fered to direct the course of the world as it now 
exists is of Satan, and not of God. The same 
Gospel of truth which claims for Christ the perfect 
title of all dominion, in the determinate purpose of 
God, declares the devil to be the prince as well as 
god of this present world. The Holy Ghost assigns 
to him in testimony that place of wrong, until the 
time be come for the manifestation of the kingdom 
of God, and the power of His Christ.9 But the 

i Rev. xii. 9. 5 Rev. xvi. 14. 6 Acts xvii. 31. 
7 2 Pet. iii. 8 Luke xxi. 26. 8 Rev. xii. 10. 
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dominion of the destroyer must be taken away 
before the reign of human blessedness and safety 
can commence. For it is plain that the world, 
whose kings are presently to be gathered, by the 
craft and power of the devil, to open battle against 
Jehovah and His Christ,1 cannot rightly be regarded 
as already rejoicing beneath the blessing of that 
divinely sanctioned human rule2 of which the pro¬ 
phets speak. 

Since, then, it is manifest from Scripture that the 
world which now is awaits the revelation of the day 
of Christ, while a promise is given in explicit terms 
of a coming world, which is to own complete subjec¬ 
tion to the Son of man in blessing; since, too, it has 
appeared already from the former chapter, and is 
elsewhere expressed in Scripture, that the Lord shall 
certainly be brought again into the self-same world 
which He has left, it follows that in the expression 
" world to come," no other meaning is conveyed than 
that it is the now existing earth which is to be thus 
subjected to man. 

1 Rev. xvi. 14, 17; xix. 19. 
8 Most.assuredly "the powers that be are ordained of God." (Eom. 

xiii. 1.) It is the joyful privilege of a Christian to render unto 
Caesar the things which are Caesar's. For in the existing powers he 
recognizes God, whose ministers they are; and who holds them re¬ 
sponsible to Himself for the righteous discharge of their trust. But 
government in human hands, if it be not exercised in confessed sub¬ 
jection to His will, is never according to the mind of God. Such 
government can never therefore be a source of unmixed blessing to 
the world. For he that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the 
fear of God. (2 Sam. xxiii.) Personal uprightness, and devoted 
subjection to God, are conditions of human government which, 
though indispensable to the world's happiness, exist in no merely 
human being. They are found in the Just One alone. With respect 
to Gentile dominion generally, until the rightful Monarch be revealed, 
the similitude chosen by the Spirit of holiness, in order to convey 
most aptly the Divine estimate of their moral character, is that of 
ravenous birds and beasts. (Tsa. xlvi. 11; Dan. vii. viii.) 
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Nothing is more certain than that the prophetic 
Scriptures everywhere abound with unfulfilled pre¬ 
dictions of earthly blessing. Of these prophecies a 
remarkable sample is exhibited in the present quo¬ 
tation from Ps. viii. Like all the rest of Scripture, 
this psalm regards as its eventual object the person 
of the Christ. Its citation here is for a double pur¬ 
pose. First, in order to assert the proper manhood 
of Him who is its subject; and secondly, by a recital 
of prophetic earthly promise of which man is the 
object, to shape the thoughts of the believing Jews 
aright respecting the true nature and results of their 
actual calling, as partakers of the heavenly calling, 
and so companions of the patience as well as king¬ 
dom of Jesus Christ.3 

The first point to be noticed, then, in this quota¬ 
tion, is the distinctness with which the proper man¬ 
hood of God's Heir is shown. "What is man?" was 
the wondering inquiry of lowly-minded faith, when 
led by the Spirit of God to ponder the riches of Di¬ 
vine wisdom and power, revealed in all their bright 
display in the heavens of His glory, and to weigh 
the intrinsic littleness and unprofitableness of man 
at his best estate, against the wide extent of his 
appointed mastery over the works of God's hands. 
What is man? Yanity at his best, is the reply 
which comes spontaneously to the lips of every child 
of truth. No other answer can be rendered, when 
the question is addressed to one who recognizes in 
himself an experimental authentication of that word 
which makes king Solomon and all his glory of less 
account than the fading flower of the field. But 

3 Rev. i. 9. 



NOTES ON THE HEBREWS. 57 

God can answer His own Spirit's question, not in 
despondency, but in triumph. The eager but still 
baffled search of those who strove to penetrate the 
unexpounded promise of good things to come, is 
now succeeded by the open revelation of the perfect 
truth, according to its full accomplishment in the 
Person of His Son. To the question, "What is 
man ?" God answers, " Christ." 

Man is the image and glory of God. The first 
Adam was so as a shadow; the Second is its reali¬ 
zation in abiding truth and power. But man, in the 
scale of original creation, though placed in head¬ 
ship over creatures lower than himself, held an 
inferior place to angels. To the former Adam it 
might well have seemed a lofty honour to be but 
little lower, in his weakness, than the angels who 
excel in strength. Moreover, angels were in heaven. 
On earth, indeed, man held dominion without peer. 
Whatever God had made below the sky was his. 
He named God's creatures at his will. The God who 
set the first man over His creation, and who walked 
with him in Eden, was alone the Lord of him who 
had the homage of all else below. But Adam was 
both from and for the earth. He had neither place 
nor hope in heaven while unfallen; his sphere of 
blessing was exclusively terrestrial. God fitted him 
for natural joys, and blessed him on the earth, not 
absolutely, but with blessings whose continuance 
was made dependent on the personal obedience of 
the receiver.4 Glory and honour rested upon Adam, 

4 He had no access, even in hope or desire, to heavenly things. 
His walk was by sight, not by faith. His rest was paradise. God 
visited and blessed him in that rest. It was as a stricken and de-

D 5 
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while innocence continued in his ways. Shame and 
dishonour were the immediate effect of his trans¬ 
gression. Death then became the lord of one who 
just before had held dominion over every living 
thing. God's counselled purpose of abiding human 
excellency remained indeed unchanged, but the man 
whom He had formed from dust was found no fitting 
vessel to contain that glory, which was the destined 
portion of the true image and likeness of the living 
God.5 

But Adam was a figure of Him that was to come." 
The gift of dominion which the first man could not 
hold, because himself the vanquished slave of sin 
and death, has passed, with heavenly addition, into 
the hands of the Second. As might be expected in 
a Messianic prophecy, the language of Ps. viii., 
while generally descriptive of paradisaical dominion, 
is of far more extensive import. All things are 
there made subject to the rule of man. Tor the 
Spirit's object in that Psalm is the second Adam, not 
the first. But things in heaven, as well as things on 
earth, are comprehended in God's gift to Him. The 
dispensation of the fulness of times is to witness 
the supremacy of His Anointed in acknowledged 
headship over all.7 

Man therefore is to rule, and all things are to be 
made subject to his sway. No creature, whether 
heavenly or earthly, has been exempted from that 
yoke (verse 7).8 But this dominion is as yet a thing 
graded outcast from that primal seat of happiness that man first knew 
by faith the hope of heaven, through the word of gracious promise. 

» 2 Cor. iv. 4. 6 Rom. y. 14. » Eph. i. 10. 
8 It is worthy of remark, as an instance of the unconscious aid 

which accurate verbal criticism brings to the service of true spiritual 
exposition, that the words, "And haet-put-aH-things-aaderffis-ieet-," 

cll'AsZ- S«}- 7iijjL ot-o- i / n I!,o7-/;s 
ο..-Η.ν7,ιιηΛ5 
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unseen. Its time has not yet come. "We see not 
yet all things put under Him. But we see Jesus 

crowned with glory and with honour," &c. 
(verse 9.) The Name and Person of the Man whom 
God has purposed thus to honour, of Him who alone 
is worthy to exercise this universal sovereignty, is 
now more pointedly presented to our view. The 
object which now fills the delighted eye of Christian 
faith is not the visible display of Christ's royal glory, 
according to the title which proclaims Him King of 
kings, and Lord of lords. For the revelation of His 
kingdom, the believer is content to wait with hope¬ 
ful patience, well assured by the promises of Him 
who cannot lie, that in that mighty and triumphant 
light He will himself appear.9 His present joy is 
to behold his soul's deliverer at God's right hand. 
Under the very name and in the self-same flesh, 
wherein He underwent in grace the pains of her 
salvation, the Church now sees and worships the 
exalted Son of Man. We see Jesus crowned. It is 
thus that the Comforter now presents to the eye of 
faith the "Kejected of men," to fill the joy of all 
who truly know through grace the saving power of 
that name.1 

But it is further said, that He who is thus crowned 
" was made a little lower3 than the angels." The 

are almost unanimously rejected from the text by modern editors. 
Occurring as they do in the Psalm from which the apostle is quoting, 
their absence is in strict keeping with the Spirit's general argument 
in this passage; which goes to shew that while truth sits crowned 
with glory in the heavens in the person of the exalted Son of Man, the 
time for the manifestation of His promised kingdom is not yet come. 

9 Col. iii. 4. 1 John xvi. 14; 1 John. i. 4. 
2 βραχύ τι. Many prefer to render this " For a little while," the 

expression being equally applicable to time, space, or quantity. The 
E. V. however, appears to give the truest sense. 
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Lord from heaven had assumed in self-humiliation a 
place and form which were the glory of the first, 
created man. He stood on earth a willingly depen¬ 
dent worshipper of God. But He had descended 
thus in order to be capable of that mediatorial work 
which none could do who was not really Man.3 

It was "for the suffering of death" that Jesus was 
made lower than the angels. A low abasement for 
the Son of God! That which in Adam was his 
highest honour, was to Jehovah's Fellow but the 
first immeasurable step in that descent for our sakes 
which had its termination in the grave. Death has 
no power over angels.4 It never reached so high. Its 
prey is man, by His appointment who judged His 
sinful creature thus in a redeemable penalty, if only 
a fit surety could be found. It was for death's sake, 
then, that Jesus took this lowly place. It is as 
having died the death which only sin could merit, 
and died it without sin, that He now wears, as the 
endless reward of His obedience unto death, the 
crown of life, and all the honours of the Father's 
throne. He tasted death for us, that He might prove 
in resurrection, as the First-born from the dead, the 
perfect blessedness of life to God: "He liveth unto 
God."5 The incarnation which enabled Him to die, 
with perfect realization of the bitterness of death, 
was likewise His ability to tread the path of life in 
conscious entrance to the joy of Him who raised 
His Holy One again from death.6 But both His 
obedience and its renewal were for our sakes. Hav¬ 
ing been made a curse for us upon the cross, He has 

8 1 Tim ii. 5, 6. i I do not speak here of the second death. 
5 Bom. vi. 6 Ps. xvi.; Acts ii. 
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also been accepted for us in His resurrection from 
the dead. The first fruits of Divine salvation have 
refreshed the lips of the Saviour Himself. As it is 
elsewhere written: " His glory is great in thy sal¬ 
vation ; honour and majesty hast thou laid upon 
Him. For thou hast made Him most blessed for 
ever; thou hast made Him exceeding glad with 
the joy of thy countenance."7 Jesus, then, thus 
crowned and honoured, is disclosed by the Spirit to 
the ready gaze of faith. And joy is the result—a 
joy which is unspeakable and full of glory. Tor 
in seeing Jesus oil the throne, we see the Pattern 
and Forerunner of all those who now, as justified 
by the faith of Him, rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. 

We have, further, in the latter clause of the verse, 
a statement both of the paramount occasion, and the 
definitive intent of this descending and ascending of 
the Son of Man.8 It was "in order that He by the 
grace of God should taste of death for every man.9 

As in the former chapter, the work of redemption 
has been celebrated to the praise of His glory, who 
personally wrought that work; purging thus, both 
by and for Himself, His people's sins; so here, since 
the doctrine of Christ's proper humanity is the more 
prominent topic of consideration, both His humilia¬ 
tion and His exaltation are referred distinctly to the 
grace of God. For if Jesus died willingly, it was 
because He was obedient unto death. It was at the 
commandment of the Father that the Son laid down 

' Pa. xxi. 5, 6. β John Hi. 13 ; Eph. iv. 9, 13. 
9 'Υπέρ πάντος. Perhaps, "for every thing" is to be preferred, re¬ 

gard being had to the eventual, as well as immediate results of the 
Cross. (Comp. Col. i. 20; John xii. 32.) 
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His life.1 What, therefore, we are here reminded of 
is that supreme love of God to man, because of 
which He sent His only begotten into the world, that 
we might live through Him.2 In commending thus 
the bitter cup of death to the lips of His Beloved, 
God manifests His gracious love to us.3 

But the glory, not less than the degradation of the 
Son of Man, was necessary for the effective demon¬ 
stration of this grace. For if it is by the removal 
and extinction of their sin through the sacrificial 
death of Jesus, that God testifies His kindness to¬ 
wards those who by faith now take* Him at His word, 
and, by naming Jesus Christ the world's propitiation,4 

leaves the despisers of His grace without excuse; it 
is by setting Him on high that He has constituted 
Him the active dispenser of salvation. For each 
several vessel of mercy He has tasted death, and 
has thus entitled each believer to echo the Apostle's 
bold confession of his faith, "He gave Himself for 
me."5 But, besides this, He is, as seated on the 
throne which governs all, the hope and stay of all, 
that whether in heaven or on earth has suffered 
through the entrance of sin into the world, and 
which will hereafter own Him (in their several 
grades, and widely differing spheres) as the Eecon-
ciler of the creature to its God. 

Having thus shown upon what foundation it has 
pleased the God of all grace to establish both the 
individual safety of His people, and the administra¬ 
tion of His own eternal kingdom; in the verse 

1 John x. 18. » 1 John iv. 9 ; Titus ii. I I ; iii. 4. 
8 Horn. v. 8. 4 1 John ii. 2, comp. with John vi. 51. 

s Gal. ii. 20. 
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which follows, the apostle opens further the doctrine 
of God's sovereign goodness in its present applica¬ 
tion to the Church. 

"For it "became Him for whom are all things,"6 &c. 
(verse 10.) The wide reach of redemption, as being 
in its aspect commensurate with the effects of sin, 
has already been declared. We have now a more 
definite expression of the special purpose of God, 
whose counsels of grace and holiness have received 
their practical efficacy through the death of Jesus. 
To bring sons unto glory was the worthy purpose of 
the Father of glory. But the natural condition of 
those whom He contemplated as the objects of this 
purpose, was that of hopeless alienation from Him¬ 
self—of mere and total condemnation by the ne¬ 
cessity of His holiness. For sinners are not sons 
of God; but, because conceived in iniquity, they are 
children of wrath. And such are all by nature.7 

Yet God had provided, in the counsels of His love, 
for many sons. He had ordained a heritage of glory 
for those whom already He regarded in the nearness 
of adoption, according to the sure election of His 
own good pleasure. 

But because "God set His love upon His children 
while yet dead in sins, their perfect justification 
must be first effected before the hope of glory could 
be theirs. Salvation must evince the manner of the 
Father's love. But again, if God saved sinners, it 
must be in a way worthy of Himself. If grace alone 

** 5t %v τά πάντα και δι ου Γ.7Γ. It is interesting to compare with 
this the language of the apostle in Col. i. 16, when speaking of 
Christ. What the Father is originally, and in a paramount sense, the 
Son is effectively, and with a view to manifested glory. 

7 Eph. ii. 3. 
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could reach the children's need, that grace must 
reach them in the way of perfect righteousness. 
Now it was God's own truth that had riveted the 
chain of hopeless bondage on the human soul. The 
very strength of the sin which governed each man's 
will was in the Law, which, by explicitly declaring 
the requirements of Divine holiness, made every 
man a sinner by the verdict of his own conscience, 
the moment its true power as the word of God was 
felt within the soul. Man, when defined by the 
letter of the Law, is a sinner upon whom its curse 
already lies. To remove the awful burden of this 
curse, and to raise the chosen vessels of the Father's 
mercy from the wretchedness of guilty alienation to 
the righteous liberty of filial acceptance, was the 
work of salvation. For the doing of that work the 
Father sent His only-begotten into the world. But 
the coming of the Saviour in the flesh was His pre¬ 
paration only for the battle of His people's deliver¬ 
ance. To discerning faith, indeed, to look upon the 
new-born Saviour was to see salvation;8 for faith 
saw in the Person of the Lord of life a pledge of the 
performance of His work. But the declaration of 
His glory, as the perfect Captain of salvation, could 
only be made upon the consummation of that vic¬ 
tory which was to set His people free. The enemy 
was there, until triumphantly subdued, to mock His 
title, and dispute His claim. 

This triumphant glory of the Son of man began 
to dawn amid the darkness of that night on which, 
because the hour of the Father's will was come, He 
was betrayed for death into the hands of men.9 Al-

8 Luke ii. 30. 9 John xiii. 31. 
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ready He had suffered " many things." The patient 
course of His obedience, as He perfected the cycle 
of all righteousness, had been accomplished under 
the weary burden of suspicion and reproach. As 
the Doer of all truth, He had wrought the Father's 
will amid the daily contradiction of sinners against 
Himself. But the honour with which God would 
glorify Him in Himself—exalting Him to be a 
Prince and Saviour at His own right hand—must 
arise from His fulfilment, in His own unspotted 
Person, of that just and inflexible decree which had 
made the curse of God the judgment of His people's 
sins. As disobedience had led man from life to 
death by the necessary sentence of the righteous 
Judge, so, by obedience unto death, the sinless 
Lamb of God would win in righteousness the path 
of endless life for those whose trust should be re¬ 
posed in Him as the divinely-chosen Captain of 
salvation. The power of the enemy must cease to 
act effectually against the objects of the Father's 
choice, the moment there was found a channel 
through which the pure desires of Divine and 
perfect love could reach their righteous aim. The 
fulfilment, in the life and death of Jesus, of the 
perfect will of God for us, accomplished this. The 
perfect obedience of the one Man, Jesus Christ, 
because it stands for ever before God in gratuitous 
substitution for the bankrupt sinner's debt, as well 
as in entire acceptance for its own intrinsic worthi¬ 
ness, has opened to the God of holiness and truth 
the fitting means of compassing His glory as a 
Saviour.9 

9 The infinite importance of the doctrine of this verse is readily 
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It thus became the Father of glory to found the 
title of His Son's abiding honour upon His suffering 
obedience. More will be said in chapter v. on this 
most interesting subject; we may note in the mean¬ 
while from another Scripture, how thoroughly the 
mind of the ever-blessed Sufferer was in sympathy 
with the thought of Him whom He had come into 
the world to serve: " The third day I shall be per¬ 
fected"1 was His anticipative note of triumph, when 
about to close His patient labour by repairing for the 
last time to the city which had slain the prophets, 
and was presently to fill the measure of her guilt by 
smiting the Judge of Israel upon the cheek, and 
numbering the Just One with transgressors. And 
now the heart's desire2 of the obedient One has been 
fulfilled, and the exalted Christ now again glorifies 
the Father as His companion on the throne,3 even as 
when on earth He had glorified Him by His obe¬ 
dience unto death. It is to the praise of the Father's 
glory, as well as in the exercise of His omnipotent 
power, that the work of salvation now proceeds; and 
that work is wrought by means of Jesus' name alone. 
God thus puts honour on the victory of Him by 
whom the written law of death has been for ever 
taken from the children's way, while principalities 
and powers have yielded up their spoils, and bow 
beneath the might of Him who, as the fruit of His 

perceived by the believer. The death of Christ is thus insisted on as 
the sole ground of all our hope. His life alone was profitless to save. 
For the glory which He gave to God by the perfection of His per¬ 
sonal obedience did but the more emphatically sever Him from those 
who still continued "under sin." The harvest of Divine salvation 
could only spring from the consignment of the solitary grain of 
goodness to the dust of death. (John xii. 24.) 

1 Luke xiii. 32, comp, infra, chap. xii. 2. 
a «John xvii. 1. 8 Rev. iii. 21. 
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great conquest, lias made death as well as life His 
own.4 

Verses 11-13. Tffe paramount supremacy of the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
in the work of salvation, having been declared, and 
His especial relation to Jesus as the Captain of His 
many sons' salvation clearly shewn, this branch of the 
subject is further expanded in the next three verses, 
by setting forth the nature of the relationship which 
grace has established between the Saviour and the 
saved. And, first, there is the general assertion of 
their oneness—"For both He that sanctifieth, and 
they who are sanctified, are all of one."5 The root of 
this astonishing statement is the Divine generation 
of the children who are born of God.6 But that is 
not the prominent truth of the above expression; it 
testifies rather the perfection of that gracious identity 
which Jesus had assumed for ever with those for 
whose sakes He had suffered in the flesh, in order to 
become effectually the Captain of their salvation. 
It is a precious and enduring fruit of the incarnation 
of the Word that is here presented. Thus only was 
it that the eternal Son could say " my God " to Him 
who had been the children's refuge, and the portion 
of their hope, since grace first spoke in promise. 
By death and resurrection He lias raised this blessed 
fellowship to another and a higher sphere, seeing 
that thereby the children are exalted in Himself to 
the wondrous level of communion with the Father's 

* Col. ii. 14, 15; Rom. xiv. 9. 
5 Έξ ίνος πάντες. " Sind alle von einetn. \_Vater."]"—DE WETTE. 

" Sono tutti d'uno."—DIOD. Perhaps it should rather be rendered by 
"one-wise," or "of one nature," as suggested by some. 

6 John i. 13. 
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love. It was the joy of Jesus,—ere He went Him¬ 
self on high, to lead captivity captive, and to receive 
gifts for men,—to declare this to the men whom the 
Father had given to Him out of the world, " I ascend 
unto my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God."7 He is not, then, ashamed to call them 
brethren; for, as begotten of the Father, they are the 
equal sharers of that love which satisfies the soul of 
the Beloved;8 while, by the gracious act of incar¬ 
nation, the living Word has placed Himself for ever 
within the sphere of human fellowship as the sharer, 
as well as source, of all His people's joys. 

Three distinct passages are next quoted from the 
Old Testament, in confirmation of the general state¬ 
ment of the oneness of the Sanctifier and the sanc¬ 
tified. In the first of these9 the risen Sufferer of 
death is presented in the act of announcing to His 
brethren the perfect name and glory of Jehovah. 
In the midst of the assembly of His people He 
declares the God of peace—teaching His true praise 
to them who now, through the shedding of His own 
precious blood, are sanctified as worthy worshippers 
of the one God and Father. The place of the risen 
Jesus is the midst of the blood-bought Church of 
God. Himself at trie right hand of the Majesty in 
the heavens, to represent His people there, according 
to the efficacy of His once shed blood, He is by the 
Spirit still in the midst of His suffering brethren 
here below. It is there that He discloses, in the 
fulness of His gracious love, the riches of the glory 
of the Father's name, causing the light of that 
excellent glory to become the very home of their 

ι John xx, 17. β John xvii. 23, 9 Ps. xxii. 22, 
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desires, as they behold in Him who has entered there 
as their Forerunner, a pattern of that manner of love 
which the Father already hath bestowed on them. 
He is their God in everlasting peace. The glory unto 
which He is bringing individually His many sons, 
as He calls successively the vessels of His mercy by 
the sure word of His grace, already rests for them 
upon the perfected Captain of their salvation. Hence 
the natural language of God's children, even here on 
earth, is the joyful celebration of His praise through 
Jesus Christ.1 

In the next quotation2 there is a prophetic expres¬ 
sion of the personal faith of Jesus while on earth. 
The seed of David, and the object of the promises, 
is thus represented as awaiting in perfect confidence 
the righteous award which in due time should be 
made to Him who alone is worthy, by the God 
whom He had glorified in perfect obedience; although 
for an appointed season His gracious labour might 
seem to have been spent for nought and in vain, 
while man and Satan appeared only to prevail.3 

The last of these illustrative citations is from Isa. 
viii. 18. The application of this passage to Jesus, 
as the disowned of God's professing people, is quite 
obvious. In like manner as the prophet and the 
children who received their names from heaven, 
were signs in Israel from the Lord of hosts, so now, 
while yet He hides Himself from Jacob, and is as a 
stumbling-block to both the houses of Israel, the 

1 Rom. v. 11; PHI. iii. 3. 
2 It is doubtful whether this is taken from the context of the one 

•which immediately follows, or from 2 Sam. xxii. 3. In both passag-ea 
the LXX. have πεποιθώς ίσομαι ίπ' αντφ, though the original pas¬ 
sages do not exactly coincide. 

3 Isa. xlix. 4. 
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elect vessels of God's calling are gathered by the 
quickening Spirit to the name of Jesus, and by Him 
are owned and fostered as the Father's precious gift.4 

They are the household and family of the world-
rejected Son of God.5 They are consequently the 
witnesses of God both to gainsaying Israel and to the 
unbelieving world. It is to them, moreover, as dis¬ 
ciples of the truth, that the mysteries of the kingdom, 
and the hidden wisdom of the God of glory, are 
revealed.6 The glorious mystery of the elect Church, 
as the peculiar portion of Him whom man rejected, 
but God has crowned with glory, is indicated rather 
than declared expressly in the present passage.7 It 
should be well remembered, that the primary object 
of each of these quotations is the establishment and 
illustration of the blessed truth, already stated affir¬ 
matively in verse 11, of the Lord's abiding and 
indissoluble oneness with all to whom He stands 
related as the perfected Captain of salvation. 

Verses 14, 15. In close connexion with the doc¬ 
trine declared and illustrated in the foregoing verses, 
we have now a restatement of the fact of Divine 
incarnation in its special bearing on the calling of 
God's elect. It was for the children s sakes,s that the 
Son of God took part of flesh and blood. This has 
already been exhibited in its relation to the grace 

i John x. 29; xvii. 6, 9, 11, 12. 
5 Infra, chap. iii. 6 Matt, xiii; 1 Cor. ii. 
7 In John xxi. 5, we see the Lord showing Himself after His re¬ 

surrection to the disciples, as the Father and Provider of those whom 
God had given Him. It is in this passage alone that Jesus accosts 
them by the term (παιδία), here found in the quotation from Isaiah. 

8 The 14th verse expands the force of the quotation from Isaiah 
viii. 18, so as to make it comprehend not the Church only, but also the 
nation for which Christ died, and all others who eventually become 
partakers of the blessings of redemption. 
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and glory of the Father, who had provided for the 
fulfilment of His counsels, the perfect Captain of 
His many sons' salvation. It is here presented in 
another light. The personal grace of Jesus, and His 
devotedness of perfect love towards His own, are now 
the nearer object of our contemplation. The purpose 
of deliverance9 was in His heart before He took on 
Him the children's form. He knew the nature of 
their bondage, and the sole condition of their eman¬ 
cipation. Because the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, He likewise would become partaker of 
the same. For only thus He might come lawfully 
within the lists of conflict with the children's foe. 
Jesus arrayed Himself for death by taking thus the 
children's flesh and blood. For death was the 
weapon whose sure use should win the victory of 
their deliverance by destroying once for all him and 
his work who had the power of death. 

Satan's work of sin is perfected in death. God 
willed it thus; giving the deceiver power over his 
victim as the minister (in God's own way and season) 
of the sentence which had righteously been spoken 
against human sin. That Jesus might enjoy the 
children as the gift of God, He must first take away 
the yoke of the oppressor. But because the right 
of Satan to destroy was founded on the victory of 
sin, which made man, under all conditions of his 
natural life, the lawful prey of death, Jesus, who 
loved the children, though as yet they knew Him 
not, took also flesh; that in their stead, and under 
their true likeness, He might undergo that death 
which should for ever spoil the devil of his claim. 

9 Verse 15. 
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The limitation of the atoning work of Jesus to the 
children, as its object, should be carefully observed. 
The Lord knoweth them that are His own. The 
Shepherd knew His sheep before He came into the 
world to give them new and more abundant life.1 

It was for the destruction of the devil, then, by 
means of death, that the Son of God became incar¬ 
nate for the children's sakes. He will thus " deliver 
them who through fear of death were all their life¬ 
time subject to bondage!" It is the state of the 
believer's soul while under law that is contemplated 
in this description. Bondage, not liberty, must be 
the practical condition of all who are not standing 
in the conscious liberty of redemption. And such 
was the state of those Jewish saints who expected 
the advent of the promised Saviour while themselves 
personally under Law. They were slaves, not heirs. 
They were bound, moreover, in a covenant of impos¬ 
sible fulfilment. But the penalty of that hard bond 
was death. The Law, therefore, wrought death. God 
ministered it through the Law; and Satan was His 
minister. Thus hope was excluded; and peace could 
never come to those who only knew the ministry of 
condemnation. A live-long fear of death pressed 
heavily upon their souls. Because their consciences 
were never purged from sin, they could not know 
exemption from the fear of God's recorded judgment 
upon sin.s Now "the sting of death is sin, and the 

ι John x. 10, H. 
2 This is quite consistent with the presence of a hope in the Divine 

mercy which the children at all times fundamentally possessed. But 
the "consolation of Israel" was a wished-for futurity, not an enjoyed 
blessing, to them that were under the Law. They could not know 
the blessing of a conscience definitively purged from sin. {Infra^ 
ch. ix. x.) 
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strength of sin is the Law." The death of Jesus Lie> 
once for all to sin3 has removed that sting, and 
turned that strength to nothingness. The children 
of the living God now walk in life amid the shades 
of death. Sin was the devil's work, and death was 
God's award in righteousness to those who earned 
such wages through their willing servicte in that 
work. But the Son of God was manifested to 
destroy the devil's works, and so to take away His 
people's sins.4 Having righteously deprived Satan 
of His power by accomplishing the total will of 
God, He is free to pass His sentence upon him 
who was a murderer from the beginning. The 
guiltless dying of the Lamb of God converts the 
lawful wielder of death's power into a convicted 
culprit, for whom vengeance is prepared. He is 
judged as a conspirator against the children's peace. 
Already is the judgment of the prince of this world 
passed. That sentence will be presently fulfilled. 
The God of peace shall shortly bruise His children's 
ruthless enemy beneath their feet.5 

Meanwhile, for the believer, Satan's power over 
death is already at an end. For a Christian dies no 
more a sinner's death. Already passed from death to 
life in Jesus, the dissolution of his natural life is but 
his departure to be for ever with the Lord. He dies, 
indeed, but not to Satan; nor in the fear which 
death brings with it as the penalty of sin. He dies 
to Him who holds him still within His power as 
Lord of the living and the dead. It is Jesus, and 
not Satan, who is now associated with death in the 
mind of a believer. He falls asleep in Jesus, to 

3 Horn. vi. l 1 John iii. 5, 8. 5 Rom. xvi. 20. 
Ε 
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wake up in His likeness in due time. Death is 
therefore no longer an object of just dread to the 
believer. As the closing scene of a life which is 
mortal only on account of sin, death must, indeed, 
when rightly considered, be always a solemnly im¬ 
pressive thing; but the Christian who has truly 
learned the cross, knows that there he has already 
confronted and subdued the last great enemy of his 
soul. Death's bitter savour having, by the grace of 
God, been once the portion of His Son for us, can 
never be experienced by those whose life is hid 
with Him in God. We die (if natural dissolution 
be our lot, because the Saviour tarries still) to Him 
who has the keys of death. In life or death, we are 
alike the Lord's.6 

Pursuing still the subject of the incarnation and 
its objects, the 16th verse defines categorically, and 
by way of contrast, the special subject towards which 
the positive action of redemption-power is directed: 
"For, verily, He taketh not hold of angels, but of 
the seed of Abraham He taketh hold"7 (margin). 
The doctrine of the Lord's humanity, and its com¬ 
parison with angels, have been already treated in 
earlier verses of the present chapter. Angels are 
now compared, not with Adam's nature, whether in 
abasement or in glory, but with the objects of 
Christ's electing grace. He has assumed as His 
purchased possession, not angels, but the seed of 
Abraham. Angels are not the seed of promise. 

6 Rom. xiv. 
7 Ού γαρ δηπον αγγέλων ε π ι λ α μ β ά ν ε τ α ι , Β.λ. The 

marginal translation ia decidedly preferable to that in the text of our 
E. V., though that also contains a fragment of the truth which is 
here occupying the Spirit's mind. The Jewish humanity of the 
Lord is a point never to be lost sight of. (Comp. John iv. 22.) 
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Christ is personally such, in fulfilment of the 
Father's counsel, who, in due time, sent Him into 
the world. For the birth of Jesus into the family 
of David, after the flesh, was the accomplishment 
in His person of the Abrahamic promise. But the 
same title attaches also to His people, who receive, 
by virtue of their faith, the common badge of Abra¬ 
ham's lineage. Called and adopted by that appro-
priative love which makes the Father and the 
children one,8 the saved are thus far identified in 
privilege and title with the Saviour. For as many 
as are Christ's are Abraham's seed, by the witness 
of the Spirit in another place.9 We shall presently 
see within what limits this expression is to be 
understood in its existing application to the Church. 
It is to be remarked, in the meanwhile, that the 
expression, " seed of Abraham," is, as a generic term, 
descriptive of the entire family of faith. For "they 
which are of faith, the same are the children of 
Abraham."1 Believers, whether circumcised or un-
circumcised, are comprehended in this term.2 They 
that are of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 
By the Lord's own figure, Abraham's bosom is the 
rest to which the ministering spirits bore the liber¬ 
ated soul of the neglected child of promise.3 

Considered thus, the three expressions, "seed of 
Abraham," "brethren," and "people" (verse 17), are 
terms of commensurate signification, their meaning 
being limited exclusively to the real family of faith. 
For to such alone do the peculiar blessings of re¬ 
demption attach. He taketh hold of such. And 

Verse 13. β Gal. iii. 29. 1 Gal. iii. 7. 
8 Eom. iv. 16. 8 Luke xvi. 

Ε 2 
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never will they fall, nor ever be plucked forth from 
that sure grasp.4 But although the work of redemp¬ 
tion is complete, and Jesus sits on high as the 
triumphant Captain of salvation, yet as it respects 
the objects of this grace, they are left still, for a 
season, to suffer in their fleshly bodies here below. 
We are saved: but our salvation is hy hope. The 
subject, which in the preceding verses has been 
dilated to the wide extent of redemption in its full 
results, now narrows itself to the special case of 
those who become actually cognizant (as the Church 
now is) of their peculiar position as expectant and 
suffering heirs of salvation : who know, because 
severally taught of God, both the completeness of 
their acceptance in the risen Saviour, and the utter 
contrariety of all that is naturally in themselves to 
God; who are conscious of deliverance through the 
victory of Jesus, and yet living continually within 
the influences of temptation. It is because, there¬ 
fore, of the present condition of the children in 
their need, that He who is not ashamed to call 
them brethren has accepted in His love the priestly 
consecration at the Father's hands. For their sakes 
He has sanctified Himself.5 

Priesthood is an institution not of man, but of 
God. Its basis is the gracious compassion of Divine 
holiness. Its object is the people with whom God 
has chosen, in His own good pleasure, to connect 
His name. Its moving occasion is the condition of 
that people, considered with reference to their per¬ 
sonal inability to maintain themselves in an accept¬ 
able position in the presence of His holiness. Its 

4 John x. 5 John xvii. 19. 
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end is the Divine glory, through the effectual fulfil¬ 
ment in uninterrupted blessedness of all the cove¬ 
nanted promises of truth. God's consecrated Priest 
is His own established link between the Blesser and 
the blest. He is the chosen Intercessor of the 
people's need, and the authentic Minister of the 
grace which meets it. He is, moreover, their only 
medium of accepted worship. The personal quali¬ 
ties of one who should worthily discharge the priestly 
office must be correspondent to the nature of his 
appointed ministration. To God and the worshipper 
he must be equally suitable. The fitness of the Son 
of God alone to be the High Priest over the house 
of God, in contrast with His factitious and shadowy 
precursors of Levitical ordinance, and the corres¬ 
ponding difference in the manner of the people's 
blessing, are demonstrated, with precious richness 
of detail, in succeeding portions of the Epistle. In 
the two concluding verses of this chapter, the subject 
is introduced in immediate connexion with the doc¬ 
trine of His incarnation. 

It was needful? for the children's sake, that He 
who· was their Captain of salvation should likewise 
be their faithful and merciful High Priest. We 
must ever bear in mind that Jesus is not the world's 
High Priest. For the world is not of God. He 
represents His own. He lives to succour and to 
comfort them whom already He has made the 
acceptable people of God by the effectual work of 
reconciliation in the body of His flesh through 
death. But to fulfil this ceaseless ministry of grace, 
a perfect knowledge of His people's griefs was re-

6 "Οθεν ixpiikiv. κ. \. 
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quisite, as well as an essential capacity to maintain 
them still unblemished before the face of God. By 
His patience in the flesh He has acquired this. He 
has suffered temptation for His people's sakes, and 
therefore morally, as well as absolutely, He is able 
to succour them that are tempted.7 Jesus is God's 
High Priest. "The things of God" are His most 
sacred charge. And He is faithful to that charge. 
But it is for the people that He acts; and that 
people are the brethren of His love. In faithfulness 
and mercy He is theirs. 

7 The subject of the sympathy of Jesus is more fully treated, in its 
practical application, at the close of the 4th chapter. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE perfection of Jesus as the Captain of salvation, 
and His personal fitness to fulfil all priestly service, 
having been declared, His blessed Person, under the 
twofold title of Apostle and High Priest, is now set 
pointedly before His people's faith as the object of 
their entire and undivided attention. They had 
received the testimony which witnessed of salvation 
through His finished work. They are exhorted now 
to set their minds exclusively on Him to whom they 
now belong, who, having saved them from the bond¬ 
age of the prince of this world, is to be their leader 
and preserver through the way of pilgrimage, by 
which the promised glory must be reached. 

They are addressed, accordingly, in the first verse 
of this chapter, under names expressive both of 
their actual standing as the acceptable people of 
God, and of the nature of the hope which was to 
animate their souls, while walking still by faith, and 
not by sight. They are "holy brethren, partakers 
of the heavenly calling." Already they were sanc¬ 
tified by faith in Him whom God has made His 
people's sanctification, as well as their righteousness 
and their redemption.1 By the sprinkling of the 

1 1 Cor. i. 30. 
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precious blood of Jesus, they had known, in living 
power and reality, a separation from the present evil 
world, of which the paschal night in Egypt had 
afforded to their fathers a fore-shadowing type. 
That Hood had redeemed them, not only from the 
fearful penalties of natural sin, but likewise from the 
vain conversation received by tradition from their 
fathers.2 The yoke that bound their souls, in dark¬ 
ened ignorance of God, to a perpetual exercise of 
profitless observances, had been dissolved by Him 
who had blotted out the hand-writing of ordinances, 
and nailed that covenant, which was the ministra¬ 
tion of death, to the cross of Jesus, as a cancelled 
and vacated bond. In the body of His flesh, through 
death, a reconciliation had been made whereby they 
were presented without spot to God. The sanctity 
which the Spirit recognizes as attaching to the 
believer, is immediately connected with the truth of 
the resurrection. A Christian's life is the ascended 
Christ. The faith which justifies him, acquaints 
him, also, with the nature of the grace wherein he 
stands, and makes him know his union with his 
risen Head, that it is in the beloved that He is ac¬ 
cepted. The holy separateness of the brethren is 
thus the effect, not of external observance, nor of 
inherited privilege, but of a faith which sees in Jesus 
glorified the truth and vital substance of their hope. 
Joined to the Lord in the unity of the Spirit, they 
are (as elsewhere described),3 'Elect of God, holy and 
beloved;' and according to their standing, is the 
nature of their present calling. It is a heavenly 
calling. 

8 1 Pet. i. 18. » Col. iii. 12. 
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To the mind of a recently-converted Jew, perhaps 
no truth was harder to receive, and to retain in 
unimpaired effect upon his heart and conscience, 
than the one just stated. For it was a total inver¬ 
sion of his earliest and most deeply-rooted feeling 
and desire. The land of Israel, and the earthly city 
of solemnities, were to the natural children of the 
covenant of promise, their boasted portion, and the 
home of their affections. For the calling of Israel 
had been an earthly calling. True faith in God 
could find, indeed, no rest, except in Him who had 
revealed Himself to Abraham as His exceeding great 
reward;4 but, in the meantime, it was with earth and 
earthly things that Jewish faith had immediately to 
do. For it was with reference to them that God then 
dealt with the people which He called His own. 
God had taken Him a nation from the midst of 
another nation, when He brought the seed of Jacob 
out of Egypt. He had redeemed them with a mighty 
hand, and had ordained His Captain of deliverance 
to lead them to the place which He had chosen— 
to the mountain of His inheritance, which he had 
given to the fathers for their children to enjoy.5 The 
goodly blessings of terrestrial happiness, the rich 
abundance of all natural enjoyments, were to be the 
undisturbed possession of the people which Jehovah 
had called to be His witnesses among the nations, to 
the glory and holiness of His name, as the Most 
High God of all the earth. For it was the King of 
nations who elected Israel for Himself, to be the 
portion of His heritage in holy separation from the 
idolatrous darkness of the Gentiles.6 If national 

4 Gen. XY. 1. 5 Exod. xv. ° Jer. x. 
Ε 5 
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sin had forfeited the privileges which, by the cove¬ 
nant of works, were made conditional for their en¬ 
joyment on the obedience of the people, and had 
made the salt bread of captivity the frequent portion 
of a rebellious house; still, in the words of gracious 
promise, with which the prophets were commanded 
to relieve the burden which hewed the loftiness of 
carnal pride, and brake in pieces the false confidences 
of a seed of evil-doers, the land was ever kept before 
their view with prominent distinctness, as an object 
of their chief desire. The promised Hope of Israel, 
who should purge away iniquity from Jacob, Avas 
likewise to establish him in lasting possession of 
Immanuel's land. The wasted cities should again be 
raised, and the desolations of many generations be 
repaired. The double portion of "blessing which would 
banish the remembrance of their former shame, was 
to be the sure possession of the seed of Israel in the 
land which, for their sins, had been the spoil and 
derision of the Gentiles.7 The height of Zion was 
Jehovah's mountain of delight and holiness,8 and 
as such was to become the centre of the world's con¬ 
senting homage when the promised times of restitu¬ 
tion should have come.9 That He would plant His 
people ineradicably in the land which He had given 
them, and win them praise and honour from the 
families of all the earth, was a promise which had 
been reiterated by the changeless God of truth.1 

Nor would these pledges fail to be redeemed. 
For the Rock of Israel is not a man that He should 
lie — His gifts and callings are without repentance. 

7 Isa. Ixi. β D a n , x i , 45_ 
9 Acts iii. 21. 1 Amos ix. 15. 
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The death of Christ was for that nation2 which re¬ 
fused Him, when He came in lowly meekness to 
fulfil all righteousness; and who will yet discern in 
Him the Shepherd and the Stone of Israel; when, 
with unveiled heart, and seeing eye, Jerusalem shall 
welcome the now hidden Lord of her salvation with 
grateful and heartfelt hosannahs in Jehovah's name.3 

But while the veil remains on Israel's heart, and 
God has turned to be their enemy for their rejection 
of His love, a new and hitherto unpromised4 work 
is being wrought, whereby another people shall be 
formed for God. As He has once assayed to take a 
nation to Himself from amidst another nation, so 
now, from every nation under heaven, He is calling, 
by the quickening word of truth, the scattered 
children of His love. The manner of Jehovah's 
former dealings, when He formed in Israel's praises 
a habitation for His name, is here presented as a 
pattern of those better things which are discovered 
to the children by the Comforter, who shows to 
them the things of Jesus. They were an earthly pre-
figurement of heavenly and lasting truth. The acts 
which Israel's eyes beheld, and their palpable dis¬ 
cernment of Jehovah's goodness in the rich fulfil¬ 
ment of His faithful promise,5 find in the faith of 

2 John xi. 51, 52. 
3 Ps. cxviii.; Matt, xxiii. 39. The subject of Israel's present aliena¬ 

tion, and future restoration, is more largely treated in my Notes on 
the Epistle to the Romans, chapters ix. x. xi. 

4 Forming, that is, no part of those " promises " which are Israel's. 
(Rom. ix. 4.) A promise had been made, indeed, before the world, 
the manifestation of which is by preaching the Gospel (Tit. i. 2, 3; 
2 Tim. i. 9, 10); but the mystery of the Church, which is developed 
in the present economy, was hidden in God from the beginning of 
the world, and not made known unto the sons of men. See further 
as to this, Notes on the Ephesians, chap. iii. 

5 Joshua xxiii. 14. 
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God's elect, their antitype of more enduring blessed¬ 
ness. As Israel saw the carcases of Pharaoh's host 
before they raised their song of triumph,—perceiving 
by tiicd witness that in Moses" they had gotten a 
true captain of deliverance; so now by faith, al¬ 
though they see Him not, the true partakers of the 
heavenly calling rejoice with joy unspeakable, and 
full of glory, in Jesus, as the crowned Redeemer of 
their souls. God blessed His former people with all 
natural blessings in a pleasant land. It is with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places, that believers 
now are blessed in Christ.7 Moreover, to the natural 
Israel, affliction was a token of Divine displeasure, 
while ease and outward honour were the sure atten¬ 
dants of Jehovah's favour. But now, since their 
illumination with the light of life, they whom the 
Apostle addresses as partakers of the heavenly call¬ 
ing, had endured a great fight of affliction from 
no other cause. The truth which blessed them with 
the knowledge of the Father's love in Jesus, exposed 
them to a daily conflict with an enemy who sought 
their blood.8 

It is because of this pervading contrariety of 
Jewish feeling to true Christian hope, and the prac¬ 
tical difficulty which every believing Israelite must 
find in dating for himself a new beginning from the 
grave of Christ, in which the former man—the Jew, 
as well as Gentile—lay buried with his sins,9 that 
with the rich assurances of blessing, which are pre¬ 
sently unfolded, there is mingled such a deep and 

6 Joshua is, in another sense, the typical captain of salvation, as he 
led the people into Canaan. In Jesus we enjoy the antitype of both. 

? Eph. i. 3. 8 Chap. x. 32; xii. 4. 
»Eom. vi.; Col. ii. 11, 12. 
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earnest tone of warning. In the labour whose object 
is the presenting every man perfect in Christ jTesus, 
teaching and warning are never separated by the 
Spirit of God.1 For the nature of the dangers by 
which the Christian is surrounded is discovered only 
in the light of the doctrine which ascertains his true 
position before God. 

They are exhorted, then, as partakers of this new 
and heavenly calling, to dismiss from their minds 
the former things, and to fix their whole attention 
upon Him who is now presented to their contem¬ 
plation as the Apostle and High Priest of their 
profession. For thus alone would they be safe from 
harm to whom their former rest was now become a 
wilderness of danger and of drought. The power 
of God could alone suffice to lead His children 
safely through that waste. By living faith in Him 
whom God had chosen as the Shepherd of His 
people, they would glory" in that power as their 
safeguard and their praise. 

The separate ministries of Moses and Aaron are 
united, in the fulness of Divine perfection, in the 
Person of the Son of God. It is with the former 
that He is first compared, as the Apostle of His 
people's deliverance, and the faithful ruler of the 
house of God (verse 2). The appointment of Moses 
was to bring the people out of Egypt, and to bear 
their burden till he brought them to the Eest. 
Alone with God in the far wilderness of Horeb, he 
received his commission of deliverance.8 He was 

1 Col. i. 28, 29. 
8 As to the process by means of which he became morally qualified 

for his mighty task, see the remarks on chap. xi. 24-27. 
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sent to break the iron yoke of those -whose groan 
of helpless misery had come into the ears of Israel's 
God. In faithfulness (through the sustaining grace 
of Him that sent him) he fulfilled that trust. The 
people knew him, and gave him homage as Jehovah's 
servant, when they saw the work of their deliverance 
completed through the power of his mighty rod of 
office.8 And it was in a way morally resembling 
this that the heavenly Deliverer had been sent. 
From the secret of the Father's bosom He had come 
to do His bidding as the Saviour of His people, 
when they lay without all strength in hopeless bond¬ 
age under sin and death.4 That gracious mission He 
had thoroughly effected, and now, in the ascended 
glory of the once-slain Lamb, His people saw their 
safety and adored their Saviour. The will of God 
had faithfully been done, and His will was to save 
His many children from their sins. 

By their redemption out of Egypt, the tribes of 
Israel were formed into the acknowledged house¬ 
hold of Jehovah. Fidelity was found in Moses, as 
a servant, in his deputed regulation of that house 
(verse 5). God gave this witness to His servant's 
honour, though in him, too, was exemplified the 
intrinsic weakness and unprofitableness of the flesh.5 

But the glory of which Moses was accounted worthy, 
as the faithful steward of the house of which he 
formed himself a part, was far less in measure, as 
well as different in kind, from that with which we 
now see Jesus crowned. For Jesus is the BUILDER 

of God's true and living house (verse 3).° He has 

8 Exod, iii.-xiv. 4 Rom. v. 6. 5 Num. xii. 7. 
6 Comp. 1 Pet. ii. 4, 5. 
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laid its sure foundations in the truth of His own 
Person as the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
But it is upon Himself in death that He has built 
the fabric of His glory. In the majesty of His 
power, as the Eesurrection and the Life, He has 
raised from that foundation an abiding habitation 
for the only wise and blessed God.7 Now it is the 
Builder of all things8 who has founded and com¬ 
pleted in Himself this spiritual house (verse 4). The 
Church then is the workmanship of God. From the 
wide extent of His creation He has gathered, at His 
will, the lively stones of which that house is built. 
As no house builds itself, nor can be raised without 
the skill and method of some competent designer, 
so, from its foundation to its last details, the house 
which God inhabits is exclusively the work of God. 

Verses 5, 6. " And Moses verily was faithful," &c. 
As then the glory of the Creator exceeds that of 
His creature, so must the glory of Jesus, as the 
Builder of the house of God, be exalted above that 
of Moses. But they are now more particularly con¬ 
trasted in their several relations to the house when 
built. Moses was faithful as a servant and a witness. 
His ministry had reference to something yet to be. 
He acted, in his stewardship, in faithfulness to Him 
who built the house; but the servant could not 
minister the perfect truth of God. He stood himself 
within the promises, and saw Jehovah's glory in the 

?Eph. ii. 20-22. 
8 Ante, chap. i. 3. ό καταπκινάσας. A word has been here 

chosen by the Spirit which gives the amplest possible description of 
the Saviour's work. Wisdom decorates what it builds. Whether in 
nature or in grace, the comeliness of God discovers itself to the 
seeing eye by means of the operation of Hia hands. (Ps. civ. 24; 
Prov. viii. and ix.) 
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mount; but the vail was on his face before the 
people.9 In his actual office, as the mediator of the 
first covenant, Moses was a minister of condemnation 
and of death. But in the manner of his ministry, 
as the maker of the tabernacle, and the establisher 
of the Levitical priesthood and its rites, he was a 
prophetic witness of good things to come. But what 
he testified, both by figurative ordinance and in 
words of promise, was a vailed and enigmatic mys¬ 
tery to the natural seed of Israel, though in the 
hearts of God's believing remnant they spoke hope¬ 
fully of better things. Moses was thus a preacher 
of law, but a prophet of grace. The things to which 
his ministry gave witness " were to be spoken after." 
The true and living bread of God might not be given 
to the children by the servant's hands.1 

To the failing2 though honoured servant of the 
former house, Christ is now set forth in contrast as 
the SON over His own house. He has been already 
glorified in His name of absolute Divinity as the 
Builder of the house. It is in special relation to 
the Father that He now appears as the Son over His 
own house. It is, indeed, His own; yet He holds it 
by appointment as the Father's gift. And Jesus is 
faithful as the ruler of that house. Himself the 
brightness of the Father's glory, He fills with that 
radiance the house which He has built. What 
Moses darkly testified, is now spoken plainly by 

» 2 Cor. iii. 1 John vi. 
2 No mention is made, in the present comparison, of Moses's failure 

under the too great burden of the stiff-necked people. It is graciously 
omitted by the Spirit, whose object here is not to demonstrate the un¬ 
profitableness and practical faultiness of man, but to extinguish, in 
the revelation of the brighter glory, the feebler light, "which only 
burned until that perfect day should rise. (Compare 2 Cor. iii. 10.) 
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the Son. He preaches peace within His house. He 
brings forth from His own exhaustless store, the 
bread which satisfies with everlasting life the be¬ 
lieving brethren of His love. As Moses was the 
minister of holiness and truth, to make the people 
know, in fear, how far they were from God, so Jesus 
is the minister, in holiness, of finished grace, to shew 
His people into what nearness they are brought 
through the consummation of the Father's love.8 

The house of Jesus is a house of joy. For it stands 
upon a basis of discovered truth, which makes its 
happy inmates know that God is love. Sadness and 
heaviness might well become the servile state of 
legal bondage. But grace and truth have come by 
Jesus Christ, to take away the children's prison rags, 
and clothe them, according to their royal title, with 
the garments of the rightful Heir.4 

Believing sinners thus become, by virtue of their 
heavenly calling, the house of Christ; and it is by 
the power of God, through faith, that they are thus 
preserved. Now the first and most natural effects 
of simple faith are confidence and joy. For " peace 
with God" is witnessed by the Spirit as the imme¬ 
diate result to the believer of the finished work of 
Christ.5 He stands now with a full acceptance 
before the living God, as one already quickened 
through righteousness from his former state of death. 
For he has access with confidence by the faith of 
Jesus to that now no longer dreaded presence. But 
the certainty of his deliverance is likewise the be¬ 
ginning of his hope. He finds himself an heir of 
heavenly promise—a partaker of the heavenly call-

8 1 John iii. 1; iv. 16-18. •> Eom. viii. 15-17. 5 Rom. v. 1. 
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ing. He knows himself to be forgiven. He finds 
himself to be, in Christ, prepared for glory. To 
"rejoice in hope of the glory of God" is thus the 
natural right of those whom grace already has made 
heirs. Christ is Himself within them as the Hope 
of glory. He is known as such by the witness of 
the Spirit, who is the abiding seal and earnest of 
that hope. It is, therefore, by rejoicing in the bold, 
though meek and quiet, confession of their hope, 
that believers show themselves to be the genuine 
household of the Son. For what soul ever truly 
tasted Christ6 that did not find both confidence and 
joy in Him ? 

It is evident that the doctrine here stated, of the 
headship of the Son over His own house, contains 
within its principle all that relates either to dis¬ 
cipline or personal conduct in the church of God. 
Elsewhere, accordingly, these subjects are variously 
presented in their relation to this fundamental 
truth;7 but the present object of the Apostle is no"t 
to expand the doctrine to its full extension, but 
rather to establish the hearts of his brethren in that 
vital godliness which consists in the lively apprehen¬ 
sion, by faith, of Jesus as the inseparable companion 

6 Let no self-torturing spirit, that lives in weary fretfulness and 
"barren sorrow upon the bitterness of inward personal experiences, 
think that he is truly tasting Christ. He may be a believer. There 
are, indeed, too many such, who rarely know abiding confidence or 
joy, because, instead of exclusively considering Jesus, they are occu¬ 
pied chiefly with themselves. But vainly shall we search in our 
hearts, as men, for other furniture than what the Lord discovers 
there. To look for aught but evil in ourselves is to dishonour Jesus 
as the Word of Truth. To attempt to cure the evil that is there by 
any effort of our own is to deny Him in His ever-blessed work. 
The strength to curb that evil flows directly from the trusted grace 
of Christ. It is through the Spirit that the flesh is overcome. 
. ' Ilev. ii. iii.; 2 Tim. ii. 19-21; Titus ii. 14. 
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as well as the Almighty Saviour of our souls. There 
only could they be preserved from falling back again 
under the former dominion of that vain conversation 
received by tradition from their fathers,8 from which 
Christ had died to set them free. 

It is the presence of the master that virtually 
makes the house. But where Christ's blessed pre¬ 
sence is perceived, both confidence and hopeful joy 
are found. Believers, then, are warned to note 
these tokens in themselves. Inward hesitation or 
indifference, is an effect of experimental distance 
from the Saviour. The life which is in us, as 
believers, can be preserved from languishing and 
decay, only by a watchful and assiduous communion 
with the Lord who is its sourca The branch that 
ceases to abide in Him becomes a sapless and a life¬ 
less branch. The Master also is the glory of the 
house. If Christians are not glorying in Jesus, 
they have ceased to bear the true distinction of the 
family of faith. The question here relates to the be¬ 
liever's experimental continuance in the grace of God. 
God will preserve His many sons, and bring them 
safe to glory in the wisdom of His grace and power. 
They are preserved in Jesus Christ, as well as called.9 

But while remaining in the flesh, the word of warn¬ 
ing is as needful for the conscience as the word of 
comfort for the heart. For faith and patience must 
be put to trial in the experiences of actual life, so 
long as the believer tarries in a world whose every 
thought and motion is against the truth of that posi¬ 
tion which the children occupy as the household of 
the risen Christ. No addition can be made, intrin-

8 1 Pet. i. 18-21. 9 Jude 1. 
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sically, to the present value of their position; for 
already they are fully blessed in Christ. They have 
to hold firmly fast unto the end the confidence and 
the rejoicing of the hope. 

The quotation from Ps. xcv., which occupies the 
five succeeding verses (7-11), is now cited as an 
earlier1 testimony of the Holy Ghost, that it may 
form the basis of the more extended and searching 
exhortation which the same Spirit now addresses'to 
the brethren of the Son. The provocation of the 
earthly nation was through the error of their heart. 
They never understood the manner of the God with 
whom they had to do. They knew His power, and 
believed His grace, when by faith they passed the 
sea which swallowed up the host of Pharaoh.2 They 
loudly sang His praises who should bring the people 
to His place of rest, as He had led them forth in 
mercy by His own redeeming power. But they did 
not consider that their calling, as Jehovah's people, 
was to learn His way. They longed exceedingly to 
taste the goodly blessings of His land; but they 
understood not that He was Himself the portion 
of His people. Not knowing Him aright, they 
would not trust Him in their hearts; and not trust¬ 
ing Him, they could not tarry for His counsel.3 

Interpreting the Promises according to the eagerness 
of selfish expectation, their confidence was turned 
to faintness, and their joy to thankless discontent, 
when they saw that Canaan might be only reached 

1 A testimony delivered \>y the Spirit of prophecy, with an especial 
reference, I believe, to the future condition of the ransomed nation, 
but here applied, by an. obvious analogy, to the partakers of the. 
heavenly calling as the only house which God now owns. 

2 Chap. xi. 29. 3 Pss. lxxviii. cvi. 
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by paths which none but God could find, and 
through a wilderness where none might live but 
such as He immediately sustained. While Moses 
knew the secret of His ways, it was by ostensive 
acts alone that Israel, as a nation, knew the God 
who had redeemed them, whether for exultation, or 
in deadly fear. Jehovah's presence was the safety, 
as well as glory, of the house which He had formed; 
and well His servant knew this when, pleading for 
the stiff-necked people, he refused to lead them as 
his own.4 The people hailed that presence with a 
shout of triumph, and fell upon their faces with 
mingled reverence and delight, when, at the visible 
uplifting of the hands of mediatorial and priestly 
benediction, they beheld Jehovah's manifested glory, 
and knew that Aaron's blessing was commanded 
from on high upon His people, in token of His 
favourable presence, by the fire which consumed 
before their eyes the accepted offerings of His altar.5 

Yet ignorance of His nature and His way was still 
within their hearts. They rebelled and vexed His 
Holy Spirit by their ways. And when He gave fresh 
tokens of His nearness and His power, to confirm, 
by new and special sanction, the chosen witness of 
His name, although murmuring was turned to abject 
dread, the people's heart remained rebellious still.6 

For nature never willingly consents to God. Its 
selfish heart can never cleave to Him. It seeks its 
own. God's gifts and blessings are desired, not to 
be enjoyed with Him, but for itself. And Israel was 
a fleshly nation. Divine election kept a seed of grace, 
whose hearts were circumcised, within the multitude 

4 Exod, xxxiii. δ Levit. ix. 22 - 24. 6 Numb. xvii. 
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who only stood on their hereditary claim as Abra¬ 
ham's natural seed; but the rest were a stiff-necked 
generation, a people of no pleasure before God. 

But Israel's provocation in the wilderness is ex-
ampled by the Spirit for the admonition of the 
Church.7 The frequent stroke, which bruised but 
did not kill their folly, is meant to act, through its 
divinely-kept memorial, as a warning of instruction 
on the children's hearts.8 Egypt's gods and Egypt's 
pleasures were the snares which took the earthly 
people in the net of their destruction; but apostasy 
of heart from God was the root and bitterness of 
their transgression. And the unbelief which was its 
cause is still the snare of destruction to those who 
only have a name to live.9 Accordingly, in what 
now follows, the whole weight of the Spirit's exhor¬ 
tation is directed to that point (verses 12-19). 
Departure from the living God was the one vital 
danger against which they were to guard. 

By faith in Jesus they had been brought nigh to 
God. The precious blood of their redemption was 
also their separation in holiness as the family of 
God. Grace had established this nearness in the 
accepted Person of the Son of God. They had been 
by faith translated into the kingdom of God's dear 
Son. By the unction of the Spirit they were made 
to know that they were holy brethren whom the 
First-born did not blush to own as His. They were 
made partakers of Christ1 (verse 14) by the faith 

? 1 Cor. t. 11. 8 Prov. xvii. 10. » Titus i. 15, 16. 
1 Μέτοχοι rou Χρίστου, "fellows," or companions of Christ. 

Ante, chap. i. 9, and the remarks there made. A Christian is, in a 
double sense, a partaker of Christ. He has a personal interest in 
Him as his Captain of salvation. He is, by grace, His fellow heir, a 
participator with Him of the blessings of the Father's house. 
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which brought them from a state of natural ruin and 
religious bondage to be the children of the house of 
God. As having tasted in the word of Gospel truth 
the riches of the Father's grace, they were fitted to 
become acquainted with His holiness in love. 
Communion, unreserved and diligently cultivated, 
with the Father and the Son, is the manner of the 
children's walk who yield themselves without reluc¬ 
tance to the leading of the Spirit of adoption.2 

The saints who are addressed in this epistle had 
witnessed, both in word and deed, a good confession 
of their faith. They had borne afflictions bravely 
for the name of Christ. For their knowledge of the 
heavenly inheritance, they had taken joyfully the 
spoiling of their goods.3 Moreover, for the love of 
God they had bestowed a labour on His saints which 
should not fail of its reward.4 These things might 
be, and were; and yet ample room existed for the 
caution here expressed. Danger surrounded them 
on every side. The heart of unbelief, which barred 
the land of Canaaii from their natural fathers, was 
yet within their flesh. Not only were the lusts of 
nature in their ordinary shape for ever combating 
against the will of God; they were exposed also to 
a more specious, and therefore a more dangerous, 
form of evil in the still existing rivalry which they 
who made their boast in their traditions were 
zealously opposing to the cross of Christ. Of all 
the evils with which Satan can afflict the heart on 
this side atheism, religion, without faith in God, is 
by very much the worst. For it lulls the conscience, 
while it weaves its web of unblessed, unsanctifying 

2 Eo. viii. 14; 1 Jno. i. 3-7. 8 Chap. x. 32-34. 4 Chap. vi. 10. 
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exercises about the heart's affections, so as effectually 
to exclude the light of God. It was to this peace-
corroding yet seductive evil that the Jewish Christian 
stood peculiarly exposed. 

Now the remedy and safeguard against all evil is 
the truth of God. It is only by listening to the 
word of Him who speaks to us as children with a 
knowledge of our need, that believers can be kept 
in their true place. The possession of truth in the 
way of doctrine is not enough. God daily speaks, 
and must be daily heard, if we would know Him as 
our Shield. 

Moreover, there is in this phrase, "to-day," a for¬ 
cible appeal both to the hearts and consciences of 
God's elect. To-morrovj, considered as a link in the 
uncertain chain of life, is not our own. From the 
station which we occupy to-day, as obedient listeners 
to the word of grace, our prospect is the glory unto 
which we are prepared. True wisdom teaches us so 
to measure our pilgrimage as to look upon each day 
of patience as (not possibly only, but even) probably 
the last; reckoning on no other morrow than the 
surely approaching day of Jesus Christ. And if 
thus placed on our watch,5 our opened ears will 
surely find the Shepherd's voice addressing us in 
very varied tones. For the believer, as a partaker 
through faith of the risen and ascended Christ, all 
the circumstances and experiences of the present 
life are vocal with the words of Him who now " fills 
all things."6 Prosperity and adversity, disease and 
health, progression and decline in spiritual growth, 
each give occasion to the faithful watcher of our 

5 Habakkuk ii. 1, &c. β Eph. iv. 8, 16. 
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souls, and have each their language as interpreters 
of Christ. Especially, however, it is the written 
word of grace that conveys to us the needed admo¬ 
nition and support.7 

Characteristically, the evil which besets the Chris¬ 
tian, as a partaker of the heavenly calling, is the love 
of earthly things.8 To walk therefore, by faith, in 
the power and enjoyment of the risen life, beholding 
the invisible but eternal objects of our hope,9 is the 
true practical assertion of the liberty of our calling. 
It is the living God to whom the children are ex¬ 
horted here to cleave. To be occupied with the 
world is to be engaged with death ; for by the cross 
of Christ the world is crucified to the believer.1 The 
Father's things are not those of the world, they are 
opposed to them exactly. God only joys in Christ, 
who is rejected of the world, and is in heaven. 
Natural objects and pursuits are the things which 
feed the hopes and interest the minds of natural 
men, whose life is to themselves, and not to God. 

The things of the Spirit are the proper objects of 
attention to the spiritual man. As a pilgrim of sal¬ 
vation, he is warned against the fleshly lusts which 
war against the soul. It is the will of God, and the 
enabling power of the Spirit, that are opposed in 
the believer to these lusts.8 But it is not outward 
evil only that separates the heart from God. A 
Christian has to ask himself a reason for his ordi¬ 
nary ways. Is he living now with reference to heaven 
or to earth ? For sin is a deceitful thing (verse 13). 
Things intrinsically harmless when considered in 

7 2 Tim. iii. 18, 19. 8 Phil. iii. 19. 9 2 Cor. iv. 18; v. 7. 
ι Gal. yi. s 1 Pet. ii. iy.; Gal. v. 17, 18. 

F 
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themselves, nay, even some of those which are in 
name and outward appearance spiritual things, works 
multiplied professedly for God, may easily become 
a hindrance to the heart's communion with God. 
The first love may be quite gone off, while outward 
diligence has suffered no abatement.3 The fear of the 
Lord is an abiding correlative to the comfort of the 
Holy Ghost, in the order of a saint's experience.4 

If what he does is not in faith, it is not wrought in 
God. But whatever is not done in faith is sin.5 

The word is addressed to them severally: "lest 
any of you," &c. But incessant mutual exhortation" 
is the instrument which God has ordained for the 
maintenance of practical faith and godliness among 
His saints. I t was to be a remedy of daily use. 
While the day of patience lasted, they were thus to 
succour one another from the deceitfulness of sin. 
It is not open evil that is spoken of, but the slow, 
imperceptible waning of the soul's affections from 
the living God; the gradual induration of those 
hearts which, when nourished by the sure milk of 
the word, were soft and tender in the sweet enjoy¬ 
ment of Christ's love.7 They were to care thus for 

8B.ev. ii. 2-4. * Acts ix. 31. s Rom. xiv. 23. 
6 Two things are implied in this exhortation; 1st, the recognized 

unity of the body; and 2nd, the healthy action of its individual 
members. They were brethren; they were partakers of the heavenly 
calling; they are exhorted to act aa such. God and the world were 
the two great objects of their attention—the one to be dwelt in, the 
other to be shunned. They followed no divided Christ. It is 
humiliating to have to ponder such passages in the presence of exist¬ 
ing facts. Still, if the Church be ruined in its outward walls, the 
life and sure foundation of the building standeth fast. Meanwhile, 
let those who fear the Lord in this, their day of evil, speak often to 
each other in His name. 

7 The first and most sure symptom of this hardening of heart is 
an impatience of the fundamental truths of God. When knowledge 
is preferred to love, departure has already taken place from God. 
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one another's souls, as already they had proved 
their forwardness in ministering to their brethren's 
outward wants. 

They were made partakers of Christ, if they held 
the beginning of their confidence steadfast to the 
end (verse 14). This settlement of soul which 
they are here exhorted to maintain, was the primary 
effect of their reception of the grace of God.8 And 
as they had begun, they should continue to the end. 
For there is an end; the patience of the wilderness 
is for a measured while. They had entered on the 
journey full of an eager and happy assurance; for 
by faith they had already grasped the substance9 of 
their hope. By faith, too, they must hold that sub¬ 
stance fast. By considering objectively the Apostle 
and High Priest of their confession, they would 
keep the place, and know the blessings of the house 
of God. It was when Moses ceased to be before the 
people's eyes, that the terrible apostasy of Israel's 
heart took place.1 It is when believers cease to 
enjoy, by daily exercise of faith, the glory and per¬ 
fection of their ascended Head, that natural things 

Notions of personal growth and increase in spiritual attainment, 
rather than a watchful dying daily to one's self, that Christ alone 
may dwell in the heart by faith—thrusting out self in all its forms— 
are often symptomatic of the same disease. Sin, as a deceiver, may 
infect the soul through any one of the innumerable avenues which 
the varieties of human character present to Satan, as the tempter 
of God's people. The whole armour of God can alone resist his 
Triles. 

β Col. i. 6. 
9 There is a variation, not without significance, in the language of 

verse 6 from that of verse 14. Παρρησία is the word which, in the 
former verse, is rendered "confidence." In the latter it is ΰπόστασις. 
The bold and joyful confession of early love is to be perpetuated 
through a deepening acquaintance with the solid nature of the 
blessing. (See further as to this latter term, infra, xi. 1.) 

1 Exod, xxxii. 
F 2 
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resume their hold upon the heart, and the true glory 
of the house is gone. 

On the remainder of this chapter (verses 16-19), 
much need not here be said. Yet it is a passage of 
solemn import to such as heed the certain testi¬ 
monies of the Spirit respecting the progress and final 
results of the existing dispensation of longsuffering 
mercy.2 Not all provoked, though with the greater 
number3 God was not well pleased. Them that 
believed not God destroyed. They fell in the wilder¬ 
ness, because they did not know the ways of God. 
So is it, and so must it be, in the history of the pro¬ 
fessing Church. Profession gives to him who makes 
it a name and pretension as a member of God's 
house. But His kingdom is not in word, but in 
power; and powerless formality is the predicted 
symptom of apostasy in its maturest growth.4 The 
living Way which leads into His rest is Christ, who 
is Himself His people's Eefuge and their End. By 
faith alone that way may be observed, even as it is 
by electing grace that it is opened to the soul. The 
children's faith is not their own; it is the gift of 
God. Nor does He ever take away His gifts, which, 
like His calling, are without repentance.5 It is His 
will to bring His many sons to glory. The good 
work of His own beginning He will perform until 
the day of Jesus Christ.6 Yet are the Spirit's warn¬ 
ings not superfluous, although addressed to those 
who already are in Christ. God's children need the 
guidance of His word, for it is by that word that He 
saves them from the paths of the destroyer. By its 

s 2 Pet. iii. 9, 10. s Τοις πΧίίοσιν. (1 Cor. χ. 5.) 
1 2 Tim. iii. 5. 5 Rom. xi. 29. β phjl. i. 6. 
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light alone His people may walk safely through the 
darkness of this world. Thus, although these warn¬ 
ings sketch forth to us prophetically the features of 
an apostasy yet deeper than its type, they comfort 
while they warn the souls of those who in simplicity 
of faith can mingle confidence and joy with reverence 
and godly fear. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE exhortation is continued, and attains its climax 
in the present chapter. The word of promise had 
been preached to Israel, yet Israel fell. The word 
which spoke to them of Canaan had failed to profit 
them that heard it. It was a word of blessing and 
of goodness in itself; but it was not an engrafted 
word;1 it was not mixed with faith in them that 
heard it.8 Because of unbelief they had despised 
the pleasant land; and God dishonoured those who 
disbelieved the sure word of His truth.3 But this 
example has been set forth in the Scriptures for our 
sakes. 

It behoved, then, the believing Hebrews to fear, 
lest such a case should seem to be their own. By 
natural generation they were descended from this 
unbelieving ancestry; and they, too, had in their 
turn received a word of promise. God's rest was 
set before them clearly in the gospel as the object of 
their hope (verses 1, 2). But God had not changed. 

1 Jas. i. 21. 
8 Instead of the usual reading, some of the more recent editions 

have μη ανγκΐκρασμενονς τη πίντ. τυΐς άκονσασι, the meaning of 
which is, that the former promise did not profit them, since they were 
not mingled by their faith among those who did believe. It is a 
doubtful point, and one of secondary interest; the moral being, in 
either case, that faith must respond to testimony, or blessing cannot 
come. s Numb. xiv. 
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His promise now, as then, can profit only when held 
fast by faith. It is that the children's faith may 
stand, not in vain words, but in the power of God, 
that the word of admonition is thus searchingly 
applied. 

We have seen that confidence and joyful hope are 
the just and permanent effects of believing in the 
Son of God. But the same Spirit who establishes 
the justified believer in a hope which maketh not 
ashamed, because He sheds abroad the finished love 
of God within the children's hearts, is the Counsellor 
who now exhorts to fear. For dangers lie about the 
narrow way of life. It is a path of safety and of 
peace to them that walk therein; but on every side 
it is observed by a watchful and untiring foe. It is 
therefore needful for the pilgrim to be well advised 
respecting the manner of his journey, and the nature 
of the perils which beset his route. 

The emphasis of Gospel warning is according to 
the characteristic principle of Gospel truth. It 
stands, that is, in precise opposition to the warnings 
which were given by the Law. The children are 
exhorted to behold in Jesus what the servant was 
directed to search for in himself. The danger to be 
dreaded in the latter case was on the side of God, 
who, as a Judge, was ready to award a blessing or a 
curse, according to the equality, or otherwise, of His 
people's ways. But the Christian's dread is of 
another kind. It is not God who is against him, 
but Satan and himself, for it is chiefly through our 
natural propensities that Satan acts against us as 
the great opposer of our peace. A believer has no 
future reckoning of doubtful issue, to the decision of 
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which his hope of life must be postponed; for his 
life is kept in God with Him who died for him, and 
rose again. His danger is, lest being nothing, he 
should begin to think himself of some account—lest 
in any way the cross of Christ should be practically 
frustrated and forgotten in his ordinary course of 
life. The counterpart of confidence in God is self-
distrust ; it is the man who thinks he stands who is 
in nearest danger of a fall.4 Doctrine will not main¬ 
tain us in a state of conscious blessing, without a 
present exercise of faith. Christian life is kept in 
vigour by eating the flesh, and drinking the blood, of 
the Son of man. He has appointed that as our daily 
portion. It is the necessary diet of the soul.5 

Satan is the sleepless enemy of the believer. We 
have therefore to keep vigilant and sober watch 
against his wiles. As a tempter to moral evil, he is 
to be suspected and anticipated by the diligent 
addition of the several things which make faith 
strong to bear the fruits of holiness.6 But as a 
deceiver and flatterer of the heart he is to be yet 
more dreaded; for it is in his own self-righteous 
heart (itself the credulous dupe of the father of 
lies,) that the Christian finds his deadliest foe. 
Essentially enmity against God, it is sufficiently 
deceitful to assume all forms, and counterfeit all 
semblances, of real devotedness to God. That out¬ 
ward conformity to Jesus, which is only to be truly 
caught and kept by looking on Him with the eye of 
grateful and adoring faith, is attempted often in the 
mere vanity of the fleshly mind. For it is only too 
possible for men to give outward homage to the Son 

* Prov, xyi. 18 ; xxviii. 14. 5 John vi. β 2 Pet. ii. 
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of God as their Captain of salvation, while for the 
attainment of their hope they are inwardly trusting 
to their own endeavours. Alas! how many thousands 
think they stand, because familiar with the nomen¬ 
clature of a sound profession, while as yet the true 
seed of the great salvation has not begun to germi¬ 
nate within their hearts. But to err in this matter 
is a fatal thing. Nothing done on our parts for 
Jesus can be accepted as an equivalent for that faith 
which gives Him his true glory, by receiving and 
rejoicing in Him as our full and perfect Saviour. 
To the genuine children of the Father He is all 
their confidence and all their peace, seeing that He 
has been made to them of God their wisdom; even 
their righteousness, their sanctification, and their 
redemption.7 

Of the multitudes who are desiring a portion 
eventually in the promised rest, many, it is to be 
feared, are endeavouring to enter it by devious and 
forbidden ways. Men are everywhere to be found 
who look to works, to knowledge, to purpose, to 
repentance, to practical amendment, nay, to faith 
itself, who do not look to Jesus. Yet He is the only 
Way of entrance to that rest. In the judgment, 
therefore, *of Him who spake the promise, and who 
knoweth well the children that are His, such as are 
above described will seem to have come short. No 
natural pretension can ever touch the fruits of 
promise. The damning evidence of a neglected 
Christ will close the gates of blessedness for ever 
against such as strive to enter in some other way. 

It is thus that, in the warnings of Scripture, judg-
7 1 Cor. i. 30, -where note the structure of the original. 

F 5 
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merit is pronounced by anticipation against those 
who presumptuously trifle with the Gospel. But 
such language is intended also to have a widely 
different effect in admonishing the genuine believer, 
and thus enabling him practically to keep the way 
of truth. As therefore it respects the weak but 
real Christian, against whose tender conscience the 
Apostle's exhortation may be falsely directed by the 
enemy, let him consider that the very object of the 
warning contained in these verses is to perpetuate in 
the believer's mind, that through sense of personal 
worthlessness, and conscious impotency for all good, 
which, by the gTace of God, first made the name of 
Jesus grateful to his ears. The passage does not 
teach the manner of the sinner's justification; but 
it applies a searching test whereby to ascertain 
whether Christ or self is in the hearts of those who 
by outward profession seek the rest of God. 

It is an evil thing for the believer, when circum¬ 
stances are suffered so to act upon his mind as to 
exclude God from his immediate contemplation as 
the God of promise. He is this, always and under 
all circumstances. He is, indeed, much more. But 
He never ceases to stand specifically and absolutely 
in this relation to the Christian. Hope will abound, 
with fruitful progress in the way of well-pleasing, 
according to the simplicity with which the most 
sure promises of God in Christ are lived on and 
enjoyed. There is no appearance of deficiency8 in 

8 I feel some doubt as to tlie exact interpretation of the words in 
verse 1, μήποτι Sony τις i% υμών ϋσπρηκίναι. I have 
already referred it to the Lord's discrimination in judgment between 
the true and the false in His kingdom. It seems, however, capable 
of a present moral application (such as is made above,) to the real 
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those who are happy, while the only reason of their 
happiness is Christ;9 who are busy and in earnest, 
but whose things are done in the power of that 
charity which is of God;1 whose desire is to live to 
Jesus, as they live by faith in Jesus; who do not 
dishonour Him by suspicion of His love, but who 
know and recognize with a joy too grateful and too 
deep for words, the certain tokens of the Shepherd 
of the sheep, in the exalted Son of man ;2 who trust 
by Him to enter soon the rest of God, and who 
desire to be there because the Lord is there, who is 
their life. With much or little fruitfulness, it is the 
soul that cleaves to Jesus that will gain the rest of 
God. For, 

Verse 3. "We which have believed do miter* 
into the rest," &c. It is thus that the Holy Ghost 
declares the certainty of their success whose " help¬ 
less souls are ventured upon Jesus Christ alone." 
For the security of their entrance is the faithfulness 
and sovereign power of Him that promised; God's 

believer in his ways. Both senses are admissible, and both, I believe, 
to be intended in a passage which serves at once as a wholesome 
warning for the quickening of spiritual growth, and a predictive 
foreshadowing of ruinous apostasy. 

9 Phil. iii. 3. J 1 Cor. xvi. 14; 1 John iv. 7. 
2 John x. 11; Rev. v. 6. 
s Είσερχόμίθα. It is by some preferred to render this by " are 

entering," in order to bring out into clear light the comparison, which 
runs through the whole of the Apostle's teaching in this passage, 
between the former and the present dealings of the Lord with His 
people. They wore on their journey—so are we, &c. My objec¬ 
tion to this view is, that while stating an undoubted truth, it tends 
to weaken the force of the accompanying words: " We which be¬ 
lieve"— faith's privilege ever being to embrace and hold the substance 
of all God's promises in Christ. If the reasoning of the Apostle is 
to be taken in its more extended application to the professing body, as 
distinguished from the election, the rendering above noticed might be 
preferable to the one given in the text. But such a construction of 
the passage appears to me both to limit and to weaken its true force. 
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promises being but the echo of His will to the 
believing ear. And it is His will to bring by Jesus 
His many sons to glory.4 In the present verse, and 
those immediately following (3-10), the subject of 
the rest is more expressly treated, and the moral 
analogy of the present work of God in conducting 
the Church to her appointed rest, to His former 
dealings with Israel after the flesh, is yet more fully 
shewn. That God has a rest, and that that rest is to 
be enjoyed by His people, are the two fundamental 
truths on which the reasoning of the present passage 
turns. The land of Canaan was not the eventual 
rest of God.5 

In examining these verses, we must bear in mind, 
that it is the partakers of the heavenly calling who 
are addressed. God is noiu speaking of a rest, in 
the Gospel of His grace. The work of creation had 
been finished from the foundation of the world. 
God saw that work, and, for a moment, took His 
rest in it,—finding His pleasure in the fair produc¬ 
tion of His own almighty power. Eden was mans 
rest with God; it was the fitting abode of natural 
innocence and terrestrial happiness. But it was not 
the place of God's abiding rest. Creation and its 
rest were shadows of things mightier and more 
blessed than themselves. The glory in which God 
would find, with the children of His love, the reali¬ 
zation of His eternal thoughts of rest, would crown 

* John vi. 39 ; Ante, ii. 10. 
5 The oath of exclusion was originally, that the despisers should 

not enter into the land. (Numb, xiv.) In Ps. xcv. the Spirit of God 
alters the expression from YT« to nmJD, doubtless with reference 
to the use to be afterwards made of the passage in its present 
application. 
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another and yet more marvellous work than that 
first visible display of power. 

Under the Law, the seventh day (verse 5) which 
God had sanctified and blessed as a memorial of His 
first creation - rest, fulfilled a twofold purpose. It 
was a standing witness of rest broken and destroyed 
by sin; it was a type also and promise of another 
rest, whose unbroken security should abide in the 
power of fulfilled redemption. It was in itself the 
very clearest and most emphatic witness of the 
unfitness of man, once fallen, for fellowship, in his 
natural state, with God. The enforced observance 
of a day of rest, under mortal penalties upon the 
least indulgence of men's natural inclinations, places 
the willing contrariety of the creature to the Creator 
in the strongest light. But discord of will makes 
rest, in the moral meaning of the word, a thing 
impossible. The Jewish sabbath might be, and was 
to the carnal worshipper, a day of restraint, but 
could not be a day of real enjoyment. And as with 
the sabbatic institution, so also was it with the land 
of earthly promise. Canaan might flow with milk 
and honey, and be the very land of God's desire; 
but it could be no abiding rest for those whose 
hearts were alien from God. The generation to 
whom its goodliness was first reported by the word 
of faithful promise, entered not in because of un¬ 
belief. The generation who succeeded, and whom 
Joshua brought in, defiled that rest by their ini¬ 
quities, until the place which God had chosen for 
His name was become to Him as Sodom for their 
sakes. To the opened ear of those who trembled at 
His word, and who, in full confession of the land's 
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pollutions, clave still to the sure Covenant of promise, 
another rest lay distantly in view. The land which 
iniquity had polluted, would lose her iniquity on an 
appointed day.6 The places which Jehovah had 
dishonoured and forsaken would again be visited, 
and be again acknowledged throughout all the earth 
as a praise and glory to His name. There would be 
a performance to the nation of the nation's promised 
blessings. Meanwhile, they who lived in sorrow, as 
a remnant of faithfulness in the midst of national 
apostasy, died hopefully, in prospect of that better 
country which had always been the ultimate object 
of the fathers' hope.7 

God, who had disallowed His earthly people and 
His land, spoke still in prophecy of a rest to come 
(verses 7, 8). The date of the prophetic testimony 
is defined. It was by David that God spake, long 
after the futility of any hope of permanent national 
prosperity under the conditions of the Mosaic cove¬ 
nant had been practically demonstrated. A day is 
now spoken of on which God's people are to enter 
on their rest. When Jordan's flood was driven back, 
it was to open, at the bidding of the God of Jacob, 
a passage for His people to the promised land. But 
Joshuas did not give them rest. It could not be. 
The thorns and briars with which God filled the 
nation's sides, were the tokens of the people's natural 
incapacity to taste His rest.9 The solemn and fearful 

« Zeeh. iii. 9. 7 Chap. xi. 15. 
8 The reader is, of course, aware, that it is the son of Nun, and 

not the Son of God, whose name is mentioned in verse 8. By a too 
strict fidelity to the letter, the translators have helped to darken, 
rather than explain, the sense, both here and in Acts vii. 45. 

9 Judges ii. 1 - 3. 
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preliminaries which Jehovah's holiness made neces¬ 
sary, that the land might be inherited as His, were 
never from the first effectually performed. Israel, 
then, had never really known the promised rest. 
But by the sure word of prophecy it is kept in 
reserve for the nation for which Jesus died. When 
Israel has been bom a second time, and righteousness 
becomes the praise of those who now are scattered 
as a sinful nation, both rest and glory will be found 
within Immanuel's land.1 

The ninth verse stands, in the order of the argu¬ 
ment, in immediate connexion with the sixth. It 
states the conclusion of the foregoing reasoning, 
with a view to its immediate and special application 
to the partakers of the heavenly calling. A rest had 
been promised. Some, therefore, must enter it. But 
it had not yet been entered by them for whom it was 
prepared, for Canaan, in its conquest by Josuha, was 
no promised abiding place for the people of Jehovah. 
Israel, then, had not attained the rest of God. More¬ 
over, Israel are not now a people; they are enemies, 
as concerning the Gospel in which God now speaks.2 

Yet God has a people, and to them the Holy Ghost 
speaks daily of the rest to come. Now they whose 
confidence and rejoicing are in Jesus Christ, are the 
people of God.3 And they which believe do enter 
into rest: already, in spirit; presently, in fact. But 
the time of patience, and with it, also, of daily warn¬ 
ing, yet runs on. There remains, then, to God's 
waiting people, a sabbath-keeping4 of abiding joy. 

1 Pa. cxxxii. 13, 14; Isa. lx. 21; Ezek. xxviii. 24. 
2 Rom. xi. 28. 3 ftom. xi. 28. 
4 Such is the literal meaning of the very rare word in the text. 

Σαββατισμός is found only here in the New Testament, and not at 
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The strong assurance of prospective rest to the 
believer is now confirmed by a reference to the Doer 
of the work £ό which that rest succeeds. " Tor He 
that is entered into His rest hath ceased,"5 &c. God 
rested from His finished labour of creation on the 
seventh day; but sin had entered and disturbed that 
rest. As, therefore, the glory of that first work had 
been defaced, and the blessing which had crowned 
it was blighted by a penal curse, another and im¬ 
perishable work must needs be wrought, in order that 
He whose desire and intent were to display and to 
communicate the blessedness inherent in Himself, 
might attain an end worthy of His name. 

Man, who bore His own image having been alien¬ 
ated through sin, nothing but a perfect reconciliation 
—one, that is, which should both righteously ob¬ 
literate the sin and convert the enmity to love, could 
suffice for this end. And there was found in the 
incarnate Son of God, a Workman fitted to that 
work. Tor God only can do perfectly the will of 
God. "My Father worketh hitherto, and I work," 
was the word of Jesus, to those who watched Him 
with an evil eye in His gracious doing of His Father's 
business. Salvation is, indeed, the work of God. 
God rested from creation. God rests now from the 
finished labour of redemption. But in the manner 

all in the LXX. It is obviously formed from the verb σαββατίζειν, 
which in the latter signifies, "to keep the Sabbath;" e. g., Exod. xvi. 
30; Levit. xxiii. 32, &c. 

5 The authorized version does not bring out the just force of this 
passage, which runs thus: Ό γάρ είσεΧθών tig την κατάπανσιν 
αντον, y.ai αυτός κατ'επαυσεν άτό των έργων α ν τ ο ν ώσπερ 
άπ'ο των it ίων ί) θεός. Professor Scholefield has justly noticed 
this, whose translation is as follows: " For He that is entered into 
His rest hath himself also rested from His works, as God did from 
His own." DE ΛΥΕΤΤΕ'8 translation is in literal agreement with this. 
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of its doing, the work of redemption stands most 
strikingly contrasted with the former work. The 
majesty of Divine power was the commanding 
energy which raised the creature at His word; it 
was in the lowly form of a rejected Man, that the 
Son of God fulfilled, by suffering, the work of a 
Redeemer. But the work was finished and com¬ 
plete. Already we have seen the Workman crowned 
with glory and honour at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high. Jesus has gone into His rest. 
He has ceased to labour, and being now set down 
upon the throne above as the Fulfiller of the work 
of God, He is become the perfect Sabbath of God's 
full delight.6 God rests in Him. But because, as the 
Doer of the will of God, He had wrought in man's 
likeness and for men, He has at the same time be¬ 
come His people's everlasting rest. They, too, have 
ceased from their works, as He ceased from His. 
They had toiled long in bondage, and had found no 
rest. They were imprisoned without help, within 
themselves. By the dying of the Lamb of God, 
they have been now set free. To be found therefore 
in Him, not having their own righteousness, but 
that which is of God by faith, is now the one desire 
of the spiritual man.7 

The blessed results in perfect rest of that once-
finished work will presently be felt, not only in the 
heavenly places, where principalities and powers 
already own the Reconciler of the creature in the 
throne of God,8 and where the Church (already 
crowned with blessings there in Him) will taste the 
perfect consummation of her happiness; but like-

6 Col. ii. 17. 7 Phil. iii. 8 Col. i.; 1 Pet. iii. 22. 
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wise to the creature here below, which groans on still 
in expectation of that day of joy.9 But in the 
present passage, the Spirit is not opening in detail 
the glories of that rest. He is rather demonstrating 
its existence, ̂ and exhorting us to its attainment. 
Accordingly, he proceeds, 

Verse 11. "Let us therefore labour to enter into 
that rest," &c. At the beginning of this chapter, 
when, after reciting the catastrophe of those who 
fell, he warns us against highmindedness and carnal 
confidence, his word is, " Let us fear." But now 
that he has anew declared to us the verities of 
promise, and shown us God's sure preparation for 
His people's rest, in the completed work of Jesus, 
his exhortation to his brethren is to strive. The way 
was one of doubtful length as well as full of diffi¬ 
culties ; they should therefore hasten on. They 
should beware of lingering where danger was on 
every side. The world, the flesh, and the devil, 
were about their path. The rest was beyond and 
above them; and Jesus went before their face to 
bring them to that rest. Safety was to be found in 
diligence and earnestness—in keeping their Fore¬ 
runner evermore in view. Thus he seeks to animate 
their courage, and to stimulate the desires of his 
fellow pilgrims, whose condition called for words 
of cheer, as well as for the faithful warning of the 
Shepherd's voice. 

Salvation is the business of Christian life. Because 
the believing sinner finds a Saviour in the Son of 
God, his interests are now with his Deliverer, and 
not with that from which he has been saved. He is 

9 Rom. viii. 19-22. 
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to work out his own salvation by persisting in the 
first beginning of his trust. He is to hold it fast 
until the end. With fear and trembling, yet with 
confidence and joy, he is to stand fast in the Lord, 
and in the power of His might. He has to hasten, 
and he likewise has to strive; for Christian life is 
both a conflict and a race. He is to fear and 
suspect things visible and natural. He is to pursue 
with eagerness things heavenly and spiritual. As 
the minding of things earthly is the token of the 
heart's aversion from the Lord,1 so, by beholding in 
faith's glass the glory of the Lord, the children of 
God are through a daily transmutation, to be likened to 
the image of that glory as by the Spirit of the Lord.2 

It was the more excellent knowledge of the Son of 
God that enabled him, who is the standing pattern 
of the Christian's way, to count all else but loss. 
Nothing was left in his esteem below the heavens, 
which, in containing Jesus, held the sum of all 
desire. The very things which once had been his 
ornament, he now avoided as a loathsome thing. 
Things which were once enjoined of God Himself, 
were no longer with him as a present truth. The 
ancient ordinances had fulfilled their use. The 
schoolmaster had done his work. The Law and its 
factitious righteousness3 were left behind him and 
forgotten, from the time that he had entered on the 
new and living way. And now, to know Him and 
the power of His resurrection, was his single aim. 
He thirsted eagerly to win that rest for which he 
knew himself to be already apprehended of Christ 
Jesus. Such is the order of the Spirit's way. The 

1 Phil. iii. 14, 19. 2 2 Cor. iii. 3 Phil. iii. 6. 


