
lc "NOWNEWMeedlimPandielliMe 
i 

TH 	 e 6 	E  
11  

.• ANTICHRIST 
a
: 

am 
e ll  
sj 	 OF 
I. 
. PROPHECY 
an  
aA By 

.1 ALFRED H. BURTON,  . .  a II 	 B.A., M.D. 
% 

% 	 on 

al 	 e . 6. 	 I; ... 	Advent Witness Office wi .6 	7o, Denison I-louse 

n: 	296, Vauxhall Bridge Road, S.W.I. 
a 	 a 

I 

5.-mmeriedgm,..-mimew:• 
PRICE 2d. 



The Antichrist of Prophecy: 
WHO WILL HP BE? 

EVERY thoughtful person must admit 
that we are living in very serious times. 

The apostasy foretold in H. Thess. 	3 
would seem to be near at hand. We are 
now in the latter times of which the Spirit 
speaketh expressly (I. Tim. iv. 1). 

Men are abandoning the Christian faith, 
and large numbers, rapidly increasing, are 
giving up all real belief in Christ. 

What is to be the end of it all? 
Will Christianity survive when robbed of 

every Christian doctrine? If Christ, the true 
Christ of God, be abandoned, who will take 
His place? 

When Jesus was on earth, He said to the 
unbelieving Jews, " I am come in My 
Father's name, and ye receive Me not: if 
another shall come in his own name, him ye 
will receive" ( John v. 43). And why did 
they not receive Him? Was it from lack of 
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evidence as to who He was? Not at all. 
The most ample testimony had been borne 
to Him, so that they were without excuse. 
Four unimpeachable witnesses declared that 
He was the Son of God; viz.— 

John 	 - verse 33, 
Christ's own works - „ 36, 
The Father Himself 	„ 37, 	and 
The Scriptures 	I 39. 

And yet, notwithstanding all this accumu- 
lated evidence, Jesus has sorrowfully to 
declare, " Ye will not come to Me, that ye 
might have life " (v. 40). 

Ali! here lay the secret of the whole 
matter. Man's will was astray from God, 
and, further, "How can ye believe, which 
receive honour one of another?" (v. 44). 

Two great principles therefore hinder 
faith, and produce unbelief, and these arc 
(I) a will at enmity against God, and (2) 
the fear of man, and the desire to stand well 
with his fellows. These principles are at work 
to-day distancing men from Christ. 

But " if another shall come in his own 
name," says the Lord, " him ye will 
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3 
receive " 	43). It is not here distinctly 
asserted that another will come—other parts 
of Scripture chew us this—but the sorrowful 
declaration of the Son of God here is, that 
if another should come and boastfully assert 
himself, such was the heart of man that be 
would receive him, while he rejected Him 
who was meek and lowly. 

We purpose examining some portions of 
God's Word that speak of the coming of this 

other one "; but we would do so in the 
fear of the Lord, deeply convinced that we 
are bordering on the very times when all 
these things may take place. 

We would state again our firm conviction, 
based upon the plain teaching of the Word 
of God, that the true and proper hope of the 
Church is to be caught up in the twinkling 
of an eye to meet the Lord in the air, and 
that this, which has been called " the rap- 
ture of the saints," might take place at any 
moment. 

For a right understanding of the subject, 
it is absolutely necessary to grasp the differ- 
ence between the " rapture of the saints " 
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I. Thess. iv. 13-18) and the " day of the 
Lord " I. Thess. v. 1-5). 

At the first the Lord will come into the 
clouds and catch up His saints in the twink- 
ling of an eye, to meet Him in the air; at the 
second He will come to the earth, attended 
by all His glorified saints and all the holy 
angels, to execute judgment upon the world. 
There is an interval of time between these 
two, during which all that is described in the 
Book of Revelation between chapters iv. and 
:six. will take place. 

Perhaps some might ask our reason for 
this statement. 

Briefly, we may notice that Rev. ii. and 
iii. describe the present church period. 
These are " the things that are " (i. 19). In 
these two chapters the Church is seen on 
earth, but from this point onwards she is 
always seen in heaven. Except in the last 
chapter, from verse 6 and onward, which 
verses, we might say, form a sort of appen- 
dix to the book. Now the rapture of the 
saints must have taken place between chap- 
ters iii. and iv.; for the Church is seen on 
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earth in chapter iii., and in heaven in chapter 
iv. 

The day of the Lord commences in chap- 
ter xi x., when the heavens are opened, and 
Jesus comes forth King of kings, and Lord 
of lords to execute judgment, accompanied 
by the glorified saints, or the armies of 
heaven, clothed in fine linen. 

We would invite the reader's serious atten- 
tion to II. Thess. ii. 	y means of false 
teachers crept in amongst these young con- 
verts, they had been troubled by the thought 
that " the day of the Lord was present 1 " 
(v. 2).* 

These evil men had tried to shake their 
faith by persuading them that the day of the 
Lord was actually come. This second epistle 
was written to correct this mistake, and not, 
as some suppose, to reprove them for wait- 
ing for the Lord as though He might come 
at any moment. They were right in waiting 

* The proper rendering of this verse should be, "That 
ye be not soon shaken in mind 	• as that the day of 
the Lord is present (not, 	at hand ')." 
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for His coming in the air, but wrong in 
thinking that the day of the Lord was 
already come. For before the day of she 
Lord shall come, three things must take 
place: 

First, the Rapture (v. r). 
Secondly, the Apostasy (v. 3). 
Thirdly, the Revelation of the man of sin. 

At present we confine our attention to the 
last of these three. 

A man is yet to appear upon this earth 
who is called by the Spirit of God--" that 
man of sin, the son of perdition." Awful 
words! 

It is a solemn fact that all men are sinners. 
Both writer and reader are included in that 
well-known, though much-forgotten state- 
ment of Scripture—' All have sinned " 
(Rom. iii. 23). But the distinguishing 
feature of this man will be, that he is " the 
man of sin." 

He will in every detail be the direct oppo- 
site of Christ. Hence he is called 
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ME ANTICHRIST. 

Christ was " the Holy One and the Just 
(Acts ii. 27; iii. 14; VII 52; xxii. 14; I. Peter 
iii. 18). 	Antichrist will be " the man of 
sin." Just as holiness and righteousness 
characterized the One, so will sin, iniquity, 
and lawlessness characterize the other. 

But Jesus was the meek and lowly One 
(Matt. xi. 29); He made Himself of no repu- 
tation; He humbled Himself (Phil. ii. 5-10). 
Antichrist will be the very opposite of all 
this, for he will assert himself in every shape 
and form; he " opposeth and exalteth him- 
self above all that is called God, or that is 
worshipped " (II. Thess. ii.• 

Jesus, though perfectly a Man, was, 
nevertheless, God. He was the eternal Son 
of the eternal God, " who, being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God " (Phil. ii. 6). But Antichrist, 
who will be a mere man--a man, too, of 
such an awful character as we have before 
described—will take the place of God, " so 
that he, as God, sitteth in the temple of God, 
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shewing himself that he is God " I. Thess 
4). 
The language of this verse has led many 

to imagine that the Antichrist is none other 
than the Pope of Rome, or, at any rate, the 
Papacy. This we do not for one moment 
believe. We look with no favour on the 
Pope, nor do we sympathize with his blas- 
phemous assumption of being the infallible 
Vicar of Christ. We regard his claim to 

holiness," in the light of the hard facts of 
history, to be more akin to sarcasm than to 
truth. That the Papacy is marked by arro- 
gance, assumption, and idolatry, we fully 
admit; but for all that there are weighty 
reasons why we are not able to believe that 
the Antichrist and the Papacy are identical. 
These reasons we proceed to lay before the 
reader. 

There is much in verse 4 that suggests to 
the mind the idolatrous assumption of the 
Pope. Without doubt he assumes the place 
of God, and causes men to bow down before 
him as though he were God. But does he 
sit in " the temple of God "? Can St 
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Peter's at Rome be called ' the temple of 
God "? Surely not. 

The temple is yet to be rebuilt. It will be 
rebuilt, not at Rome, but at Jerusalem. This 
the prophetic Word most clearly affirms.* 
Israel and the Jews will once more be 
restored to their own land. This is now 
going on since the Balfour Declaration. But 
they are returning in unbelief, and have yet 
to pass through the time of great tribulation, 
compared to which all their troubles of the 
past are as nothing. 

No doubt our readers are aware that a 
movement of some importance has been 
taking place of late in reference to Palestine 
and the Jews. Large numbers of Jews have 
recently returned to their own land, but these 
for the most part hate Christ and 	i- 
rrri 	bitter hatred. Such would 
readily fall under the deceptions of Anti- 
christ, and it will be at Jerusalem, and over 

* For a full discussion of this subject the reader is 
strongly recommended to procure a work, entitled Plain 
Papers on Prophetic Subirets, by the late W. Trotter. 



10 	 THE ANTICHRIST 

apostate Jews, that Antichrist will reign as 
king. 

But furthermore, whatever may be the 
errors of the Papacy, and they are neither 
few nor slight, the denial of the Father and 
the Son is not one of them; and yet this is a 
great distinguishing characteristic of the 
Antichrist. " He is Antichrist, that denieth 
the Father and the Son " (I. John ii, 22). 
The Antichrist, therefore, will form a con- 
necting link between apostate Jews and apos- 
tate Christendom, for he will deny that 
Jesus is the Christ ( Jewish infidelity), and 
he will deny the Father and the Son, or the 
special doctrine of Christianity (I. John ii. 
22). 

Awful as it is to contemplate, these solemn 
times are near at hand! Infidelity is the 
order of the day; the denial of the Deity of 
the Son is widespread; the apostasy is 
rapidly rising to a head. 

Another reason may yet be given why we 
cannot regard the Antichrist and the Papacy 
as identical. Few students of Scripture have 
failed to see in Babylon the Great of Revela- 
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tion xvii. an  awful description of a vast 
ecclesiastical system which has had no 
parallel in the past, outside of the Church of 
Rome. What religious organization has ever 
yet held such sway? Kings have bowed 
down at her footstool; empires have risen or 
fallen at her will. She has before now con- 
trolled the destinies of nations. She is aptly 
pourtrayed in the woman sitting upon the 
scarlet coloured beast* We cannot here en- 
large upon the many points which go to 
identify Babylon the Great with Rome, only 
let the reader observe that she is destined to 
be judged; but by whom? 

In Revelation xvii. 16 we read that " the 
ten horns which thou rawest and [not, 
41  upon "] the beast, these shall hate the 
whore, and shall make her desolate and 
naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her 
with fire." The tyranny of her ecclesiastical 
oppression will at last be such that the 
Roman Empire (the Beast), and the various 

* For further light on this subject we recommend 
the ruder to obtain a pamphlet entitled Babylon and 
the Beast, by William Kelly. Price 4d. 
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European nations that will compose it in its 
last and resuscitated form, will raise in revolt 
and crush her completely. She who has 
burnt at the stake multitudes of the unresist- 
ing followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
who is described by the Spirit of God as 
" drunken with the blood of the saints, and 
with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus " (v. 
6), is destined herself to meet her well- 
earned doom at the hands of the Beast and 
the Ten Kings; whereas these latter are 
reserved to a later, though not far-distant 
period, for their complete defeat and over- 
throw at the hands of the Lamb, who is Lord 
of lords, and King of kings (v. W. 

But when and how will the Antichrist meet 
his awful judgment? Let IL Thessalonians 
ii. answer the question. The Lord shall con- 
sume him " with the Spirit of His mouth, 
and shall destroy him with the brightness of 
His coming " (ii. 8). 

Let us for a moment recapitulate our 
reasons for not identifying the Antichrist 
with the Papacy. 

The Antichrist will reign in " the 
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temple of God " at Jerusalem, and not in 
Rome. 

2. The Antichrist will deny that Jesus is 
the Messiah of Israel, and also will deny the 
Father and the Son; and neither of these is 
done by the Papacy. 

3, The Antichrist will be destroyed by 
the brightness of Christ's appearing when 
He comes in judgment, whereas the Papacy 
is doomed to an earlier fate. 

But if the Pope be not Antichrist, shall 
we look elsewhere to find him? We believe 
the search would be in vain. But is he not 
alive? To that we reply, He ?nay be. We 
call the reader's most serious attention to 
this point. 

The march of events has of late been 
rapid. Some 70 years ago a long-lost truth 
was revived for the blessing of the Church 
of God. A movement then took place in the 
professing church as far-reaching in its 
results, and, we believe, as distinctly of God, 
as was the great work of the Reformation in 
the days of Luther. All unconsciously to 
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themselves, Christians to the ends of the 
earth are reaping the fruits and enjoying the 
benefits of that great revival of long-lost 
verities. We cannot now stop to point out 
in detail what these were. Suffice it to say 
that the precious Gospel truths of assurance 
of salvation, present forgiveness of sins, 
complete acceptance in Christ, death and 
resurrection with Christ, the righteousness of 
God, the presence of the Holy Ghost sent 
down at Pentecost in witness of Christ's 
entrance as Man into the glory of God; these 
and many others were revived in power, and 
have since been preached far and wide to the 
deliverance and emancipation of untold 
multitudes of the poor captives of sin and 
Satan. 

But at the same time the Lord gave His 
people clearer views on prophetic truth, and 
revived the long-lost hope of the Church, 
viz., the personal return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who would descend into the air to 
translate her to glory in the twinkling of an 
eye. 

At first this all-important truth was looked 
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upon as almost a fancy of a disordered 
mind. It was so different from all that had 
been held, or that was commonly taught on 
the subject. And though many received it 
and confessed to the deep practical blessing 
that such a hope afforded, yet many more 
as absolutely refused even to look into it, 
still less to receive it. 

But just of late a fresh interest has been 
taken in the subject. Multitudes who before 
rejected the truth, are now opening their 
eyes to see it, nay, more, their very hearts 
are flooded with a light to which hitherto 
they had been strangers. Conferences are 
being convened to consider it, and in many 
and varied ways God is pressing home upon 
the attention of His people the truth, most 
precious for the Church, but as awful for the 
world, that " the Coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh." 

At the Church Congress held in October, 
1895, at Norwich, the subject selected for 
consideration on the last day was " The 
Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ " 
By these means, God is so bringing it about, 
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that well-nigh all classes of society through- 
out all English-speaking countries, are 
having their attention drawn to the matter. 
The same solemn theme has of late pene- 
trated to Egypt, Japan, Greece, Turkey, 
and many parts of the East, to say nothing 
of countries nearer to our doors in Europe, 
and mighty have been the results both in the 
conversion of sinners and the stirring up of 
God's people. 

And why all this stir? Without doubt the 
hand of God is in it. " The coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh," and He is awakening 
attention to the fact for the simple reason, 
we believe, that " the time is near." 
Reader, the Lord is coming. Are you ready? 
He will translate His own to glory in the 
twinkling of an eye. Will He take you, or 
leave you behind? Do not shirk this ques- 
tion. If you are not Christ's, come to Him 
at once, and by simple faith, accept Him as 
your Saviour. " Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved " (Acts xvi. 
30. 

Doubtless, and we notice it with deep 
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sorrow and regret, many are preaching the 
coming of the Lord in a most unscriptural 
manner, and in conjunction with views and 
doctrines of the most heterodox nature. In 
the fixing of dates, so plainly condemned by 
the Word of God (Matt. xxiv. 36, and else- 
where) we have no sympathy whatever. 
But in spite of all this, the fact remains that 
a most remarkable and unprecedented 
awakening is taking place all around us on 
the subject of the return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Side by side with this, we notice the 
fact that the Gospel message is going forth 
by all sorts of ways and means, some more 
questionable than another, but which, never- 
theless, God in His sovereign mercy is using 
in the conversion of souls. We rejoice that 
Christ is preached, and that souls are saved, 
no matter what the instrumentality may be, 
and we see in this another evidence of the 
fact that the coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh; for He who awakens the Bride to cry, 
" Come ! " to her returning Lord, does not 
forget the Christless sinner, but sends him a 
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last and pressing invitation, for the time is 
short, " Let him that is athirst come: and 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life 
freely " (Rev. midi. 17). 

Reader, if you have hitherto listened to 
the Gospel call unmoved, we beg of you, if 
you value your soul's eternal happiness, 
close at once with God's gracious offer of a 
present and eternal forgiveness through the 
precious blood of Christ. 

Things have developed rapidly in the 
world of late. The disregard of God and 
His Word which recently have grown apace 
are producing direful fruit in the shape of 
anarchy and socialism. The bands of society 
are being loosened to an alarming extent, 
and infidelity has taken hold of large masses 
of the people. This state of things has been 
going forward the last few years by leaps 
and bounds, and we believe that the recent 
controversy on the inspiration of Scripture 
that has shaken Cluistendom to its centre, 
has laid a broad and roomy foundation upon 
which the apostasy will rest (IL Thess. 
3). 
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The Antichrist will soon be revealed. But 
there is a power that for the moment with- 
holds or restrains. Once that power is 
removed, there will be nothing to hinder, 
and " the mystery of lawlessness " (this is 
the proper rendering) which had already 
begun to work in the Apostle's days, will 
burst forth in all its terrible hideousness. 

Again we repeat, the Antichrist may be 
alive at this very moment, though he cannot 
be revealed until the hindering (or, letting) 
power is removed. Once that power is 
taken away, that Wicked* (or, Lawless One) 
will be revealed. 

We learn, then, that the Antichrist, or 
Man of sin, cannot be revealed until " He 
who now letteth 	. be taken out of the 
way 	(v. 7). Who is this? Some have 
thought that this referred to the Roman 
Empire, but this cannot be, for the Beast, 
or revived Roman Empire, will meet its 
judgment at the same time as the Antichrist, 

In v. 7 read, "the mystery of lawlessness," and in 
v. 8, "that Lawless One." 
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and by the same means, namely, at the 
appearing of the Lord from heaven when He 
comes to execute judgment. (Read care- 
fully IL Thess. ii. 8; Rev. xvii. 14; xix. 
1I--2I). Clearly, then, if they both are 
judged together, the one cannot be removed 
before the other is revealed. 

Others have had the still stranger thought 
that Satan is the one who hinders. But how 
could Satan hinder the progress of evil! 
Would he not rather promote it? 

We are convinced that the one who lets* 
(or hinders) is none other than the Divine 
Person of God the Holy Ghost, who dwells 
in the church, and who will be taken " out 
of the way " at the coming of the Lord, 
when the church, His habitation, is "caught 
up." So long, therefore, as the Church is 
on earth Antichrist cannot be revealed. He 
may at this very moment be alive, but he 
cannot be revealed before the " rapture 
has taken place. 

• "Let" is an old English word, and means "to 
restrain, or hinder." (4. Rom. i. 13). 
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Let the reader consider for one moment 
what will be the state of these lands so highly 
favoured with God's gracious privileges; the 
true Church removed, the Holy Ghost taken 
out of the way, belief in the Scriptures aban- 
doned, all restraint thrown off, lawlessness 
fully developed. Out of this moral chaos 
a man will suddenly arise, a man of over- 
powering will, indomitable energy, and, 
indued with Satanic power (v. 8). He will 
work wonders, perform miracles, and dis- 
play a superhuman power* (v. 9). After the 
first staggering effects of the removal of the 
people of God from this earth have begun 
to subside, apostate Christendom, given 
over of God, will come under the influence 
of his deceptions. 

Reader, this is awful to contemplate! 
Masses of people around us to-day are 
refusing the truth of the Gospel; salvation is 

* It is a solemn thing to observe that the same three 
words are here used for the signs performed by Anti- 
christ, as for those that accompanied the ministry of the 
true Christ of God (see Acts li.22), only in the latter 
case wrought by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the 
former by the working of Satan. 
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within their reach, but they reject it. We 
cannot close our eyes to the fact that many 
even of those who throng the fashionable 
places of worship (so-called) have never 
come as lost and guilty sinners to the feet 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. They do not love 
the truth of God that tells them plainly of 
their lost and ruined condition, nor do they 
love the truth that presents to them a present 
and eternal salvation, to be had only through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. In 
short, they love the world, and do not want 
Christ. Alas! alasi that it should be so. And 
because of this, "because they received not 
the love of the truth that they might be 
saved . . for this cause God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe a 
lie: that they all might be damned [or, 
judged] who believed not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness " (II. 'Tess. 
Io---.12). The people around to-day who 
are despising the Gospel, may yet with their 
very eyes behold the Antichrist, witness his 
miraculous wonders, and fall under his 
iniquitous deceptions. Everlasting destruc- 
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tion from the presence of the Lord (not 
annihilation, but perdition) will be their 
portion for eternity. Reader, do not trifle 
with these solemn declarations of the Word 
of God. 

But Antichrist himself, what doom awaits 
him? " The Lord shall consume him with 
the Spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy 
him with the brightness of His coming " 
(ii. 8). That is to say, that when the Lord 
appears from heaven accompanied by all 
His glorified saints, and the angels of His 
power, " in flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ " 
(i. 8); then will this " Man of sin," this 

Son of perdition," " the Lawless One," 
be overthrown and judged. But where will 
this take place? 

Let the reader now open his Bible at 
Daniel xi. This remarkable prophecy is full 
of the deepest interest and importance. Two 
kings are here mentioned who are to play a 
striking part in the coming, and possibly not 
far-distant, crisis; these are the " King of 
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the North " and the " King of the South. 
But in verse 36, another king is men- 

tioned, distinct from these two; he is intro- 
duced into the narrative abruptly, but in a 
manner that implies him to be a well-known 
personage " the King." 

THE WILFUL KING. 

Wilfulness, self-exaltation, arrogance, and 
blasphemy describe his character. He will 

magnify himself above every God . 	. 
and shall prosper till the indignation be 
accomplished " (v. 6).  This last clause 
shews him to be in connection with the 
people of Israel, recalling as it does the oft- 
repeated words of Isaiah the prophet regard- 
ing them (Isaiah x. 5, 25). 

Furthermore, he neither regards the God 
of his fathers (the Jews), nor the desire of 
women (the Messiah), and takes full posses- 
sion of " the land 	(Palestine). This wilful 
king, therefore, is in close league with the 
apostate Jews. 
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It would be impossible to read verse 36 
without seeing a striking resemblance 
between this king and the " Man of sin " 
of II. Thess. 	They both " exalt " them- 
selves, they both assume the place of God, 
and they both flourish up to a certain point. 
Daniel informs us that " the King " will 
prosper in the land o Palestine; Th.essa- 
Ionians that the " Man of sin '' will sit in 

the temple." 
It may appear inconsistent that if this king 

magnifies himself above every god, he 
should yet " honour I'  another god (vv. 38, 
39). And yet, how true it is that no mere 
man is sufficient for himself—he must ever 
have an object outside himself—either God, 
the true God; or, awful alternative, the 
devil! 

If, as we are told, the expression in v. 38, 
the god of forces " (Mauzzirn; see margin) 

may be rendered " the god of occult forces," 
do we not see a connection between Dan. 
xi. 38, IL Thess. 	9, and those influences 
at work to-day, and becoming increasingly 
popular under the names of Theosophy, 
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Spiritism, and the occult sciences? No 
i thoughtful Christian can deny that there  

much that is supernatural in these things, 
even after all that is trickery and sham has 
been eliminated. But the power is not of 
God, it is of the devil, and in the day of 
Airtichrist's sway it will work a wide and 
deceptive influence amidst the apostasy. 

In Dan. xi. the judgment of " the King " 
is not described. " At the time of the end 
(v. 4o) shall "the King of the South " push 
at him (i.e. " the King "), then ' the King 
of the North " comes down upon him like- 
wise, and from this point to the end of the 
chapter the prophecy is concerned with 

the King of the North," and not " the 
King." 

We must not suppose that Scripture is 
elsewhere silent as to this remarkable king. 
He is mentioned under the same title, and 
introduced in the same abrupt manner in 
Isaiah xxx. 33. The Assyrian had just been 
spoken of. The Assyrian is doubtless the 
same person as the " King of the North," 
and will be found in the last crisis in open 
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antagonism to the Jews; but he shall come 
to his end, and none shall help him (Dan. 
xi. 45), Both he and " the King " meet 
the same doom, " for Tophet is ordained of 
old; yea, for the king [also] it is prepared; 
He hath made it deep and large; the pile 
thereof is fire and much wood: the breath 
of the Lord like a stream of brimstone, loth 
kindle it " (Isaiah xxx. 31). The connec- 
tion between this and IL Thess. li. , is 
striking. 

THE TWO BEASTS OF REV. XIII. 

But other passages, yet, speak of the Anti- 
christ, though under different titles. Let the 
reader open his Bible at Rev. ,iii. In this 
chapter mention is made of two beasts. We 
shall not dwell upon the first rising out of 
the sea, beyond stating that this is unques- 
tionably the Roman Empire of the future. 
No attentive student of Scripture can fail to 
identify this beast with the fourth beast of 
Daniel vii., which, without doubt, is the 
Roman Empire. This empire has existed in 
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the past; it was the ruling power in the days 
of the birth into this world of our Lord Jesus 
Christ (Luke ii. 1), who though from all 
eternity He was God, yea, and with God 
(John i. 1), yet became flesh, and dwelt 
among us. 

But it no longer exists as an empire; 
nevertheless it will once more come upon the 
scene in that character, and when it does it 
will be possessed of a Satanic energy (Rev. 
xiii. 2; xvii. 8). 	This last passage is of 
great importance. " The beast that thou 
sawest (1) was, and (2) is not; and (3) shall 
ascend out of the bottomless pit." And, 
again, " the beast 	that (I) was, and 
(2) is not, and (3) yet shall be (not, is)." 

In close league with this beast is another 
(v. i i) who rises out of the earth, that is, a 
formed and ordered state of society; unlike 
the first, which has its origin from the sea 
(v. I), or nations in a state of unrest and 
commotion. This second beast will be lamb- 
like in outward appearance; there will be a 
pretension to the meekness and gentleness 
of the true Christ, but in reality the speech 
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will be that of the dragon. We would 
earnestly invite our readers to prayerfully 
consider Dan. xi. 36-4o; I,Thess. ii. -----ii; 
and Rev. xiii. 11-18, and we are assured 
that they will come to one conclusion, and 
that is, that " the King," "the Man of sin," 
and this second " Beast " are all one and 
the same individual. 

He doeth great wonders," but turns this 
power to his own ends, and to deceive the 
dwellers upon earth. " Them that dwell on 
the earth " is an expression repeatedly to be 
found in the Book of Revelation. It does 
not simply mean those who happen to be on 
the earth at that day; it denotes a moral class 
oj people, and is an apt description of 
Christendom without Christ those who 
have had the offer of heaven made to them 
in the Gospel, but who have deliberately 
chosen the earth. These all will fall under 
the deceptive influence of this miracle- 
working Beast. 

What the image of the beast will be we do 
not pretend to say, but that the Antichrist 
will cause it to both breathe and speak (if 
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not actually, yet apparently) is plain from 
Scripture. Might it not be by some such 
means as a more highly developed phono- 
graph? 

But we need not speculate as to this; let 
us rather face the solemn fact revealed in the 
Scriptures of truth, that after the rapture of 
the saints at the coming of the Lord, Anti- 
christ will make his appearance upon the 
earth, and by means of his miracles and 
wonders and signs will so act upon the imag- 
ination of his poor dupes as to cause them to 
place implicit reliance and confidence in him; 
given over of God to believe a lic 

Oh, unsaved reader, whoever you may be 
that are now reading these words, do not 
suffer the devil now to deceive you into 
thinking that salvation will be within your 
reach then No I You who are so carelessly 
refusing God's salvation to-day may to- 
morrow be given over to strong delusion (II. 
Thess. 	10-12) . Oh, we beseech you to 
receive the truth to-day I Let it sink into the 
depths of your soul to-day The truth as to 
your own lost condition by reason of sin 
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The truth as to God's hatred of that sin ! 
The truth as to the impossibility of God in 
His holiness suffering that sin to enter 
heaven ! The truth as to Christ's atoning 
sacrifice for sin ! Yes, receive the truth in 
the love of it, and you will be saved. God 
says so ! Salvation, reader, full, present, 
and eternal, is within your reach at this 
moment, and we can conceive of no anguish 
more awful than to remember by-and-bye, 
if you reject it now, that you might have 
been saved ! 

There is yet another title under which this 
awful " Man of sin " is met with in Scrip- 
ture. 

THE FALSE PROPHET 

of Rev. Nix 20 is evidently the same as the 
second beast of Rev. xiii. Here we see what 
will be the end of this terrible enemy of God, 
and deceiver of men. We are also told how 
or by what means he meets this end. 

The armies of Europe (" the beast and 
the kings of the earth ") will be gathered 
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together for the final crisis of this world's his- 
tory (Rev. xix. 20). The opening part of 
this chapter describes the events that imme- 
diately precede the coming of the Lord in 
judgment to this earth. The day of the Lord 
begins with verse 	Then Christ comes 
from heaven in person to this earth to 
execute judgment; He comes accompanied 
by the glorified saints, or " the armies in 
heaven " (v. 14). That these are saints, and 
not merely angels, is clear from the fact that 
they are arrayed in fine linen, white and 
clean, and this fine linen is the symbol of 

the righteousnesses of saints " (v. 8). 
Two events have taken place--one 

earth, and the other in heaven. (1) The 
judgment of the great whore, Babylon the 
great, or Satan's anti-church, has been 
executed on the earth. The beast and the 
ten kings have been the instrument thereof 
(Chap. xvii. 16). And (2) the marriage of 
the Lamb has taken place in heaven, His 
wife, God's true Church, having made her- 
self ready. 

Now has come the hour of the judgment 
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of the beast, or resuscitated Roman empire, 
and of Antichrist, or the False Prophet. The 
chief of the former and the latter are in close 
league. The Antichrist will be reigning at 
Jerusalem as the false Christ—Satan's anti- 
king. He will be acknowledged by the apos- 
tate mass of Israel, and be the relentless 
persecutor of the believing remnant. 

The prince of the Roman empire having 
made a covenant with the apostate mass 
(Dan. ix. 27) , no doubt through the instru- 
mentality of the Antichrist, will have broken 
it off in the midst of the last or seventieth 
week. The " prince that shall come " is not 
the Antichrist, but the chief of the Roman 
empire. 

The land of Palestine will at that time be 
the all-absorbing interest of the nations of the 
earth. It is, indeed, rapidly becoming such. 
At the time of which we are now writing. 
which may even be in the lifetime of the 
present generation, " the beast and the kings 
of the earth, and their armies," will be 
gathered together at Jerusalem, and will 
there meet, not Jews, or other nations of the 
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earth merely, but the Lord Himself. Ter- 
rible conflict! the worst this poor world has 
ever known. The issue is inevitable. 

" The beast* was taken, and with him the 
false prophet. 	The sentence is awful and 
immediate. Caught in the act itself of 
organizing and heading a deliberate attack 
upon the KING OF KINGS and LORD OF 
LORDS, they pass to their eternal doom with- 
out dying and without the necessity of formal 
judgment. " These both were cast alive 
into a lake of fire burning with brimstone," 
and there we find them still at the close of 
the millennium, one thousand years after- 
wards (Rev. xx. 10). 

Their doom is an awful one; it is likewise 
an eternal one. Yet not only they, but "the 

* In some passages where "the beast" is mentioned, 
we must understand by that term, not the Roman 
empire, but its chief. In chap. xvii. xi, for instance, 
we read "the beast . . is the eighth "; i.e., the eighth 
head. The Roman empire is to revive; it is "the beast 
that was, and is not, and yet shall bet; but when it 
revives, it will have a head or chief. This head it is 
which is referred to in Rev. xix. 2o; and in Daniel vii. 
("the little horn") and ix. 26 ("the prince that shall 
come"). 
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fearful, and unbelieving, and the abomin- 
able, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars. 
shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone " (Rev. xx. 
8). 

Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness, blasphemies; these are the 
things which defile a man " (Matt. xv. 19), 
and there shall in no wise enter into God's 
holy and eternal abode in light and glory 
unstained anything that defileth (Rev. xxi. 
27) 

Sin is awfully real. Is God unrighteous, 
who taketh vengeance? 

But the vilest sinner may enter into 
heaven; for the blood of Jesus can cleanse 
from all sin. Let a man but repent and turn 
to God, believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and all his many sins will be fully and freely 
forgiven him, for the Word of God declares 
that " to Him [Jesus] give all the prophets 
witness, that through His name whosoever 
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believeth in Him shall receive remission of 
sins " (Acts x. 43). 

Reader, which will you choose--glory with 
Christ, or perdition with Antichrist? 

We commend all our readers to God and 
the Word of His grace. We are living in 
serious times. Scripture clearly foretells 
that the last days will be marked by infi- 
delity and blasphemy on the one hand, and 
by an intolerant and dominating hierarchy 
on the other, and that the latter will fall by 
the hand of the former (Rev. xvii.), which 
will itself in its turn be destroyed by the 
manifestation in judgment of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. None but those whose eyes are 
firmly sealed by the god of this world can be 
blind to the fact that both these systems are 
rapidly developing in the bosom of Christen- 
dom to-day. It is our earnest desire that the 
Lord may preserve many more of His people 
from either the one or the other, convinced 
as we are that they both must prosper and 
Ilourish till fully ripe for the rightous judg- 
ment of God. 
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In apostolic days the people of God were 

called upon to separate themselves from all 
association with the darkness and idolatry of 
the heathen world (II. Car. vi. 14--18), as 
well as from Judaism just guilty of the rejec- 
tion and crucifixion of the Christ of God 

■ xiii. 
The call to-day is no less peremptory in 

view of the iniquity of Babylon the Great 
(Rev. xviii. 4). May the eyes of every 
Christian who reads these pages be so 
anointed by the Spirit of God and en- 
lightened by the Word of God, as to be able 
to discern what Babylon is! And when 
discerned, may each have the courage and 
faithfulness which will enable him to " come 
out of her," if not through fidelity to Christ, 
which it should be, at any rate, through fear,  
of partaking of her sins, and receiving of her 
plagues. 

Of course, when the time of Revelation 
riii, actually comes, the true Church will 

be in glory, and there will be none of the 
people of God left in Babylon. But is it not 
true that the features of Babylon are now 
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accurately described for us, so that whenever 
we see anything approaching thereto, we 
should walk in complete separation there- 
from? 

Armageddon and Babylon 
In these days of quick developments and 

tremendous movements there are two great 
systems assuming rapidly increasing propor- 
tions—the one, political, the other, religious. 
They are each connected with the Coming 0 f 
the Lord—His coining in manifested glory to 
the earth, a Coming which will be preceded 
by His coming into the air. 

God has been pleased to make known 
beforehand what He will bring to pass at the 
close of this present dispensation. 

Every Christian will be held responsible 
for the way he treats the divine revelations 
vouchsafed for his instructions in these the 
last days of the Christian dispensation. 

For a right understanding of the marvel- 
lus outline of prophetic events given to us 
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in the Apocalypse we must never forget the 
key verse of Revelation i. 19. 

x. The things which thou halt seen— 
Chapter i. 

2. The things which are—Chapters ii. 
and iii. 

3. The things which shall be after these 
things--cha t r iii. to the end. 

This remarkable expression, " the things 
which are," covers the whole period of the 
Church upon earth right up to the time of 
her removal at the coming of the Lord. 

It is a most suggestive fact that 
Armageddon and Babylon the Great which 
really belong to " the things which shall be 
after these things " are nevertheless con- 
stantly being discussed to-day as being 
almost on the brink of fulfilment. 

This in itself is an indication that the dis- 
pensation in which we find ourselves to-day 
is nearing its end. In fact, it will terminate, 
as we know, suddenly when the Lord comes 
for His people. 

Ever since the Great War men have been 
talking about Armageddon. Mr. Lloyd 
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George used to keep telling us that this was 
the war that would end war. But still 
Armageddon is looming larger than ever. 

Armageddon is a literal place geographic- 
ally. It is not merely a symbol of some 
great war somewhere or other. It is " a 
place called in the Hebrew tongue Arma- 
geddon " (see Rev. xvi. 16). 

Why is this Hebrew word introduced into 
the Greek Testament? Armageddon is 
really Megiddo at the foot of Mount Carmel 
and on the edge of the Plain of jezreel, 
which has been the battle-ground of the 
great nations of the past. 

Little as the Generals and military leaders 
of our day may realise it, the war that will 
end war is yet to be fought, not in Europe, 
but in Palestine. The Far East will be 
dragged into that war, as we learn from 
Rev. xvi. 12. 

"And the sixth angel poured out his 
vial upon the great river Euphrates; and 
t he water thereof was dried up, that the 
way of the Kings of the East might be 
prepared." 
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Just as Armageddon is a literal place, so 
we believe Euphrates is a literal river. The 
Euphrates is the boundary between the East 
and the West. Ever since the Great War 
the East has been stirring. Russia's great 
aim has been to marshal the forces of the 
East, and the outlook from a military point 
of view is a positive nightmare to the Wes- 
tern nations. 
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