
Jl.anoheater !eries of Cheap Traots.-No: 82. 

PEACE WITH GOD : 
HOW TO GET IT.* 

A. How can I get peace with Goa? 
B. He has «made peace by the blood of the cross." 
A. I do not deny that; I believe it. But I have not 

peace; and how can I have that peace myself? 
B. "Being jnstitied by faith, we have peace with 

God." 
A. Well, I know it- is 110 written, but I have not 

peace ; tllat I know; I wish I had, and I sometimes 
think I do not believe at all. I see you happy; and 
how is tbat happiness of soul to be had? 

B. You do not then think it presumptuous to be at 
peace with God, in the assurance of His favour, and 
thus of our own salvation ? • 

_A. I think it would be in ine; but I see it in Scrip
ture, and therefore it must be right; and I see a few 

• I have had tome little difficulty in putting this in the form of a 
dialogue, as being fictitiou!\o which I dislike in divine things; but it 
is a real summing up ut many convenations, so that I have given 
it in this form, as prCienting more clearly the common difB<:ultiel 
of a 80UI. 
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who enjoy the divine favour, iu whom one sees it is real. 
But I do not know how to get this. It leaves me dis
tressed if I think of it, though I get on from day to 
day as other Christians do; hut when this question is 
raised, I know I am not at peace, nor assured of divine 
f.wour resting upon me, as I see you and others enjoying 
it. And it is a serious thing; because (if, "being justified 
by faith, we have peace with God," as you say, and as 
I know Scripture says) I h;weuot peace with God.; and 
how tben can I be justified? ified 

B. You have not the true knowledge of justification 
by faitl1. I do not say tlla,t you are not .jastified in 
God's sight, but that your comcience has not possession 
of it. The Reformers, all of them, went farther than 
I do. They all held that, if a man had not the ao;sur
ance of his own salvation, he was not justified at all. 
Now whoever believes in the Son of God is in God's 
sight justified from all things. Bnl: till he sees this as 
taught of God, till he apprebeuds the value of Christ's 
work, he has no consctousness of it in his own soul, 
and of course, if in earnest as you are, has not peace ; 
nor is his peace solidly established till he knows he is 
in Christ, as ~11 as· that Christ died tor him. 

Th\16 the Christiau:s getting on, as you say, day by 
day, is a false and hQlJow thing, which 1nu.~t some time 
or other be broken up. It .is tllat which often causes 
distress on death-beds. And the character of Christian 
activity is sadly lowered and made ·a means of getting 
happy, not work in the power of the Spirit by a soul 
at peace. If a person is really serious, and walks before 
God, l1e cannot rest in spirit till he be at peace with 
Him; and the deeper all these exercises are the better. 
But He has made peace by the blood of the cross. All 
these ex~rcises are merely bringing up the weeds to the 
wrface, as ploughing aod harrowing a field. They are 
useful in tl1is way, and necessary; but they are ·aot tile 



! 

crop which faith in the finished work of Christ produces. 
His work is fiaished. He "appeared once in tbe end 
of the world to. put away sin by the sacrifioe of him
self;" and He "finished the work which his .Father 
gave him to do." That work which puts away our 
sin is complete and accepted of God. If you come to 
God by Him, if your sins are not all put away by it 
completely and for evet, they never can be, for He 
-cannot die ugain ; and all by the "one sacrifice," or 
else, as the apostle reasons in Heb. iK.," He must often 
have sulfured." 

A. I see this more clearly, and that it is a perfect 
finished work, done once fur all. 

B. What do you want then still, in order to have 
peace? 

A. Wen, that is what I want to see dearly. 

B. 1 am anxious, befure· we rqleak of your state -and 
hindrances, to have the ·work itself clearly before our 
minds. Who did this work ? 

A. Why, Christ, of course. 
B. What part had you in completing it l 
A. None. 

B. None, su.r.ely, nnless·-we say your. sins. And to 
wbatstate_of your . .soul does it apply9-..a. god:ly·or.311 
ungodly state? 

A. Well, must not I be holy ? 

B. Surely, •• without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord.'" But do you see .how quickly, and with the 
iostinct of · self.mghteoUADess, you· turn from .Christ's 
.work to your own holiness--to what you .are ? lt is 
curious-the <jaicks.igbtedness . of man· to perceive that 
:which mak-es nothiag of .him and his self~approbation. 
Your desire for hol.iuess, however, js the desire. of the 
new man. Were you indifferent to it, one's wOdt 
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would be to seek to awaken your conscience, not to 
talk of peace, rather perhaps to break up false peace. 
But we are now inquiring how an anxious soul can find 
peace. -

A. Quite so. I am sadly indifferent sometimes, and 
this is one· thing that troubles me; but I have not peace, 
and I would gi_ve anything fqr it. 

B. I do not doubt such indifference retards, iu a 
certain sense, your finding it ; but we have humbly to 
learn what we are : the gain of a few shillings would 
give. more earnestness to many a soul. 

But i repeat my question,-does this work of Christ 
apply simply to your ungodliness or godliness, or to an 
improved state at least ? 

A. Why, simply, of course, to my ungodliness. 

B. Undoubtedly. Consequently not to your holiness, 
if there. were any, nor to an improved state. Yet, 
what are you looking for to get peace ? Is it 1.10t au 
improved state of soul ? 

A. Why, yes. 

B. Then you are on the wrong road ; for that by 
which Christ "has made peace" applies to your ungod
liness. Your desire is right; but you are putting the 
cart before the horse, as men speak,-you are looking 
for holiness to get Christ, instead of lookirig to haYe 
Christ to get h~liness. 

A. But I do hope for.His help in order to get it. 

B .. That I can believe; but you are looking for His 
flelp, not to His work or blood-shedding for peace. 
You want righteousrtess first, not help. We need His 
help every moment when we are justified. He is the 
Author of every good thought in U'l before. But they 
are not peace, nor His blood-shedding, nor righteousness. 
Yet this search is not without its fruit, for all that, 
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because it leads you to see that you cannot thus find 
what you seek for. You will neither find holiness thus, 
uor peace by it ; but, finding that you cannot, and that, 
when «to will is present," yob do not find "hqw to 
perform that which is good," it will lead you through 
grace, knowing that there is no' good in you, to that 
which does give peace,-to Christ's work,-and not to 
your state and the work of grace in you. That work 
God works; but it is to lead us to look, not at it as the 
way of peace,- but through it, and out of ourselves, 
simply and wholly, to Christ's work and His acceptance 
before God. But come now, where are you before 
God? 

A. l do not know. That is just what troubles me. 

B. Are you lost ? 

A. I hope not. Of course we· are all lost by nature; 
but I hope there is a work of grace in me, though I 
sometimes doubt it. · 

B. Suppose you stood before God now, and your 
case had to be decided, where would you be, had it to 
be decided by yoar works, as it must in judgmeut? Have 
you confidence ? 

A. I hope it would be right; I cannot help thinking 
there is a work of ~race in me ; but I cannot think of 
judgment without tear. . 

B. _I trust there is a work of grace in you ; I do not 
doubt it. But here is the turning-point o( our inquiry. 
What you want is to be in God's presence, and know 
there, that, if God enters into judgment with you (as it 
must then be in Tighteousness· and in respect of your 
>tale and work~). you are simply lost! Now, you are a 
sinner, and a sinner cannot subsist before God in jud~
ment at all. It is not help you want here (that is, 1f 
actually in God's presenoe), but rigl1teoumess, and this 
yo~1 have not got; I mean as to your own faith and 



amscieoce, through and in wbic:h we poll8lllll. ir. 
RightenuiP'PIB can alone suffire before God. and oowo 
the rigbieoo&neas of Gotl, for we have none, aod.only 
this ia to be found. Nor dou the WOI'k.of grace in us 
produce this. It is by faith, through thewotk of Christ, 
in whom we possess it : · through Him God justifies the 
ungodly. 

The case of the Prodigal Son will illustrate this. 
There was a work of God in him; hB came·to himself, 
foUild himself perishing, and set out towards bill fath~. 
When setting out, he acknowledges. his sins, adding 
"make me as one of thy hired servants." There was. 
uprightness, a sense of divine goodness, and a sense of 
sin; and he was drawing conclusions as to what he 
might hope for when he met his father; and so are you. 
He had what the world of Christians call humility and 
a bumble hope; he was drawing conclusions just as you 
are, which proved-what ?-that he had never m~ his 
father. If he had met him, he could not reason ·as to 
how he would be received when be did meet him. It 
is the position of one r.Mo luul 1l4WJ" meJ God, though 
God had wrought in hilll- When he. did rn!'!Ct his. 
father, not a word of making him like "the hired 
servants" is to be found. There was the confession of 
sin fully, and his previous experience had brought him 
in his rags to his father, in his sins (not luving them, but 
in them aud confessing them). The effect of the pre
vious process was, that h11 then met God, as to his 
cooscieoce, in his siDs ; and that was all. . And. he had 
his father on his neck ....-grace rei§ned.-aud bad the best 
robe, Christ, the righteousness of God, which.JW.pro
gress. hJRl given him-whieb..blt bad not. before.. It was 
a. ner-w thing. conferred .on him. 

wheninGod'spreaenoo,weneedChmt,notprogress-
rig!Keousness and justificati10n: through Him, not help 
or •rnpr<m:lment. God has hetped us, or we should not 
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have: beeu. there. There- haa. · be6n progre• ; but the 
progrna has. been to briDg. us into. God's preaeuce, not 
to judge of the progreSa and ho}Jfl because -of it, but to 
judge of sin in His sight aod know He can have none 
of it, and to· find Cbriat our perrect acceptance in His 
sight, instecd of Olmlelves,-Chriat who has- borne Om' 

sins.-Christ, who is our righteousness; perfect, abaohlte, 
and eternal. It is-not in-. looking at our: p-ogress. that 
we find. peaee. Were it. so, we. should have to say: 
"Therefore, being jnstified, by experience, we have 
peaa: with God ; · • but tllis the word of Godueoversays. 
True progress as to this is. our being· brought as wiM!Uy 
lost sinDfll'.ll into God's pllffJeDCe, confessing our sins, aod 
that" m as, that. .is in our flesh, there is no good thing;" 
and thm·we have the. a>U&Ciousness th1t we. are lost as 
a present thing. 

IUS; not a question of what we. shall be, or- how we 
shall be-whenj11dged in· the day of jJidgment, but the 
discovery of what we are (our actual sins, and our 
sioful.nature), which is. the real plague of an upright 
soul, and getting Christ. instead of these-" the best 
robe," iutead of our •• rag~ ... when in God's presence 
in them. We have foUDd Christ and believed m Him. 
He has been the propitiatios fol" our sins, bearing them 
in His. own body on the tree; and, having Christ, He 
is our. righteamness. Gad has condemned sin in the 
flesh, when He was an qffering for it (Rom. viii. 3); 
and we are not "i1,1 the flesh," but "in Christ." .In
stead of Adam and 'his sin- (that is, ourselves), we have 
Cbrist::md the value al·Idm.wo£5. 

This is1rne of efl!I!Y one.:that. belaes .in Chrie.t-. that 
.:olll.lls. to .God br Him. Were we as simple as Saip
tnre; it would be seen in. a mommt-; but: Wfl ara- notj 
aDd we have'"IX>. be cured :of the self-righteousness of oui 
heattsJ a.nd).as · mtlftl· sioaen!· before God, t.o find·. that 
Gad in love has taken up the question of our sius' anl.l 
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our evil nature, has anticipated the day of judgment, 
and settled the question for e"':ery one that comes to 
God 'by Him cc once for all" and for ever, on the cross 
has dealt with the sins, which I should have had to 
answer tor in the day of judgm~nt ; and dealt with 
them in putting them away, according to His own 
righteousness ; where our fullest form of sin in tlesb 
against God (that is, enmity against God) met with 
God, dealing with sig, in grace to us, but in judgment 
against it. Sin and God met on the cross, when Christ 
was made sin for us ; and by His death we have died to 
it, and are the fruit of the travail of His soul before 
God. He bore the sins of many, and appeared to put 
away sin; He glorified God about it, in rigbteousnes~. 
in that momentous hour. He took what I bad earned; 
I get the fniit of what He has done. 

Practically speaking, I come to God like Abel with 
that sacrifice in my hand : God must own its value. I 
have the testimony that I am righteous; the witness is 
borne to my gifts; my acceptance is according to-the 
value of Christ's sacrifice in God's sight. Coming with 
that sacrifice is confessing, not improvement in my state, 
but righteous exclusion of myself: I come with Christ 
in my hand, so to speak, my slain Lamb; and the testi
mony is to my gift. God looks at that, when I thus 
come by it, not at my state, which is confessedly that 
of a sinner, and only a sinner, and, as to my own title, 
shut out from God. 

A. But must not I ac~pt Christ? 
B. Ab, how "I" _gets through the most blessed testi

monies of God's ways towards us in grace. I say, here 
is· Christ on God's part for you-God's Lamb; your 
answer is, "hut must not I'!" I am not surprised. It 
is no reproach I make; it is human nJJture-my nature 
in the flesh. Be assured that in " I '' there is no good 
thing. But_, tell me, would you not be glad to have 
H~l · · 
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A~ Surely I should. 
· B. Tlaen your real question is not about accepting 

Him, but whether God has really presented Him to 
you and eternal life in Him. A simple soul would say, 
"Accept ! I am only too thankful to have Him ! " but 
as all are not simple, one word oil this also. · If you 
have offended some one grievously, and a friend seek~ 
to offer him satisfaction, who is to accept it ? 

A. Why, the offended person, of course. 
B. Surely; and who was oftended by your sins ? 
A. Why, God, of course. 
B. And who must accept the satisfaction? 
A. Why, God must. 

B. That is it. Do you believe He has accepted· it ? 

A. Undoubtedly I do. 

B. And i-
A. Satisfied. 

B. And are not you ? 

A. Oh ! I see it now. Christ -has done the whole 
work, and God has accepted it, and there can be uo 
more question as to my guilt or righteousness. He is 
the latter for me before God. It is wonderful, :tnd 
yet so simple! But why did I not see it? how very 
stupid! 

· B. That is faith in Christ's work ; not our accepting 
it, gladly as we do, but believing God has accepted it. 
·You have no need to inquire now whether you belie\'e. 
The object is before your soul, seen by it: what God 
has revealed is known by seeing it thus by faith. You 
are assured of that, not of your own state. As you see 
the lamp before you and know it, not by knowing the 
state of your eye : you know the state of your eye by 
seeing it. But you say how stupid I was! It is ever 
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so. But allow me to ask you what you we~ lnoking 
fur ?--chriBt, or holiness in your.self and a better state 
&fsoun · 

A. Well, holine.'!S and a better state of soul. 

B. No wonder you did not see Christ then. Now 
this is what God calls submitting to God'srighteousuess 
-finding a righteollllnesB which is neither f!lWX irz Que
selves, but finding Christ before God, and the Pfoud will, 
through grace, submitting to 'be sa\•ed by that which is 
not wnor in ourselves. It is Christ instead of self, ·in
stead of our place in the :flesh. Had you obtained peace 
in the way you sought it, you would have beell satisfied 
-with whom? 

.\. Myselt: 
B. Just sb. And what would tliat have been? 

Nothing real indeed, and shutting out Christ if it were, 
save as a help---5huttiug Him out as righteous~.and 
peace. And a~ an upright soul taught really of God 
cannot be satisfied with itself, it remain~. though con
fidingly in love if walking with God, yet without peace for 
years perhaps, till it does sub~it to God's rjgp~usness. 

And now note another pomt : for the soul at peace 
with God can now contemplate Christ to learn. He 
baa not only borne our sins, and died to siri, atid closc·d 
the whole history of the old man in death for those who 
believe, they having been crucified witlt Him; but He 
ha~ glorified God in this work (John xiii .. F. 3:1.; x\•ii. 
4• 5), and so obtained a pia~ for- man in'tlae glory ot 
God-and a place of present positive acceptanceactord
ii:Jg to the nature and flWOOr of God whom .l[e ha.~ 
glorified ; and that is our plare before God .. .It .is not 
only that the old man .and his sill8 are nU ·put out of 
God's sight, but we are in Christ before God; and of 
'this we have the consci0\19Dess by the Holy Ghost gion 
to us (John :riv. :~.o), accepted in the Belo~,-dinne 
favour resting on us as on Him. And ·thus•too He 



dwalt. in ·u; and this leads unto true practical holiness. 
W-e arc sanctified, set apart to God by His blood ; but 
we are so in possessing His life, or Him as our life~ and 
the IWiy Ghost; and these ~come, or, if you please, He 
Hinl6elf becomt:S the mealiQI'e of our walk and relation-
8hip-with God. Wtt are not our own, but bought with 
a price l and 110thing inoonsistent with His blood, and 
the !:'rice of it, and ifs power in our hearts becomes a 
Chrtstian. 

This was beautifully expressed in the Old Testament 
in 1i,!rures,- When a leper was cleansed, hesides the 
sacrifice, the blood was put on the tips of his ear, his 
thumb, his great toe. Every thought, every act, all in 
our walk which cannot pass the test of that blood, is 
excluded from the Christian's thoughts and walk. And 
how glad he is to be freed from this world and the body 
of sin,. practically, and have that precious blood as tl~e 
motive, measure, and security for it! tl1at whatever 
grieves the Holy Spirit of God, by which we are sealed 
v;heJL thus sprinkled, is umuited to a Christian, seeing 
He dwells in him! And that precious blood and the 
love Christ showed in shedding it become the motive, 
and the Holy Ghost the power of devotedness and love, 
in walking as Christ walked. If we are in Christ, Christ 
is in us; and we know it by d1e Comforter given (John 
xi.v.}; and we are the epistle of Christ in this world : 
the life of Jes~ is to be mau.iieired in our mortal body. 

A. But your sta.odard is very bigh. 

B. It is simpl_y what Scripture gives.: "He that saitb 
he abideth in him ought ... to walk even as he walked." 
God Himself is set before us a~ the model, Christ being 
the expression of what is divine in a man. "Be ye 
fullowers of God as dear children, and walk in love $ 
Christ has laved us and gi¥en himself for us an offtri~ 
and a sacrifice to God f-or a sweet-&-melling savour.' 
Nor i1 there any limit. "Herd>y krlowwe love because 



he laid down his lite for ~. and we ought to lay down 
our lil·es for the brethren.'' "Now are ye light in the 
Lord, walk as children of light.~' But you may remark 
here that there is nothing legal, nothing by which 
we are seeking to make our case good with God. 

Many would say that complete grace and assuranre 
leave liberty to do as we like; that if we are completely 
saved, what are the motives or need of any works ? 
It is a dreadful principle--as if we haYe no motive but 
"getting sa\·ed" to work by, none but legal bondage 
and obligations ! and, if we are saved, all motive is gone ! 
Have the angels no motive? It is an utter blundering 
mistake, such as we could not make in human things. 
What should we think of the sense of one who told us, 
that a man's children were exempt from obligation, 
because they were certainly and always his children? 
I should say tbat they were always and certain!)· under 
obligation, because they were always and certainly hi> 
children; and, if they were not, the obligation ceased. 

A. That is clear enough, though I never thought of 
it. But you do not mean to say, that we were under 
no obligation before we were children of God ? 

B. I do not; but we were not under that obligation. 
You cannot be under the obligation of living as a 
Christian till you are one. We were under the obligation
of li,;ng as men ought to live, as men in the flesh 
before God; and of this the law was the perfect measw-e. 
But upon that ground we were wholly lost, as we have 
seen. Now we are completely saved who through grace 
believe, and are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. And our duties are the duties of God"s 
children. Duties always flow, and right affections too, 
from the relationships we are in; and the consciousness 
of the relationship is the spring and character of the 
duty, though our forgetting it does not alter . the 
obligation. And so Scripture always speaks. " Be ye 
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followers of God as dear children." "Put on therefore 
as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercy." 
Right affections and duties flow from the piace we are 
already in, and are never the means of getting into it. 
\V e enjoy it when we walk in it"; rather we enjoy the 
light and favour of God--communion with Him in it. 

But, note, failure in faithfulness does not lead ttl 
doubt the relationship, but, because we are in it, to blame 
ourselves for inconsistency with it. Here the advocacy 
of Christ comes in, and other truths, which I cannot 
enter into now though most precious in their place. 
Only remark this, tl1at advocacy is not the means of 
our obtaining righteousness, but is founded on it, and on 
Christ's having made the propitiation for our sins. Nor 
do we go to Him that He mar advocate, but He goes 
for us because we have sinned. Christ had prayed for 
Peter before he had even committed the sin, and jtt~t 
for what was needed; not that he might not be sifted 
(he wanted that), but that his faith might not fail when 
he was sifted. Ah, if we knew how to trust Him ! 
See bow, in ilie midst of His enemies, He looked to 
Peter at tbe very right moment to break his heart ! 

A. How simple things are when we take tile word; 
and how it changes all your thoughts of God ! One is 
altogether in a new state. 

B. True indeed, and tllis leads to two oilier points 
I wished to advert to. We have looked at Christ's 
work as satisfying (yea, glorifying) God, because we had 
to see how righteousness was to be had. But we must 
remember it wa'l God's sovereign love which gave Christ, 
and the same love in which He offered Himself for us. 
It is not for us righteousness reigns; tllis will indeed be 
true hereafter, when judgment retums to righteousness, 
when God will come and judge the earth. But for u.r 
grace reigns, sovereign goodneas, God Himseit: through 
righteousness, a divine righteousness, as we have seen, 



wai.cb·gives us a place in glory in God's presenceacx:ot'ft. 
ing· to the acceptance of Chriit, and like Him. It is 
~gn grace whiclr gives a sinner a place with the 
SOn· of God, collformed to His imag~ Yet it is righm
ow; for His blood and work fully and uect.>ssarilyclaim 
~och a place, as we have seen in John xiii. and xvii. 
And uow "we joy in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 'Ne know Him as Jo,·e; and this love is 
the sum of all our joy and blessing, yet in righte
ousness jn Christ; for we are made the righteousness of 
God in Him. We know God in love, and are reconciled 
to Him. It is a blessed place, a place of holy affections, 
and peaceful rest.-We have communion with the Father 
:md His Son Jesus Christ. What is communion? 

A:.. Why, common thought& and joys and feelings. 

B. Think of tbat,-with the Father and His Son 
Je51111 Christ! 

A. That is wonderful. I hardly get into that. 

B. Well, we have to seek that Christ may dwell in 
our hearts by faith, that being rooted and grounded in 
love we may fDIDprehend. Yet if the Holy Ghost who 
4welb in qs is the source of our thoughts and joys and 
feelings, they cannot be discordant with tbo51! of the 
Father and the Son, though we may be poor feeble 
ct'elttures. Does not the Christian's heart delight in 
Christ, in His words, His obedience, His holiness; His 
!Jacrifice of Himself to the Father's will? and does not 
the Father delight in it ? we illdeed most poorly and 
fuebly, He infinit-ely, but the object is one. He is cboseo 
of God and precious, and to them that belie'Ve He· is 
precious. I go no farther than to cite this as an illus-
tration. This is a matter of }"'Ur daily life and diligeooe 
of heart; but you can understand that what eomes 
ftom the Holy Ghost mU!it confonn tQ the miad qf 
.the Fatbt<r and the. Son. 



A. That .is evident, but it is so new to me:·· wch a 
different world I am brought into! If this be true • 
. where are we all? 

B. I leave rou to ponder OYer this and to search the 
word whether these things are so; whether Scripture 
which fully recognizes our passing through exercises of 
soul as coming to it, ever looks at the Christian other
wise than as forgiven, and accepted in the Beloved, and 
knowing it-as one who has "not received the !jpirit of 
bondage again to fear; but the Spirit of adoption, where-
by we cry, Abba, Father:· · · 

A. But if I receive this, there .is a passage which I 
don't understand. \Ve are told to examine "ourseh•es 
whether we are in the faith," and what you h,a\·e. said 
sets, it seems to me, this aside. -

B. We are told no such thing. Many a sincere sou1 
is honestly doing it, and we all pass naturally through 
~ . 

A: But it is there in Scripture. 

B. The words are part of a sentence in 2 Cor. xiii. 
:3, s. But the beginning of the sentence is this : "Siitce 
ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me," ... then a 
parenthesis ... "examine yourselves whether ye be in 
the faith." It is a taunt. The Corinthians had. caJled 
iu question Christ's speaking in Paul, and the re,ality of 
his apOitleship, as you may see all through both epiitlBs. 
And be says, as a final argument, " You bad better ex
amine yonrselves; how came you to be Chriiti~ns!" 
for be had been tlte means of their conversion.-Hence 
he adds, "Know ye not your own selves that Christ 
dwells in you e5eept ye be reprobates?" Ho.w-came 
He ~here? He appeals to their certainty to pro~e-his 
apostlesbip to .their shame: but tltis is no dire~~ion to 
examine whether one is in the faith. It is all well to 
examine whether we are walking up to it ; but that is· a 
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wry ditferent thing. A child does right to do that as 
to his conduct lt!l such; it would be sad work for it to 
do the other, and examine if he was a child. The 
<:onsciousness, and the never-failing consciollSness of a 
relationship, is a different thing from consistency with 
it ; and we must not confound the two. The loss of 
the consciousness of the relationship (which, however, 
I do not think takes place, when once really possessed, 
unless in cases of divine discipline for sins) destroys the 
grounds of duty and the possibility of atfectiom according 
to it. Look at the passage. 

A. 1 see it plain enough. There is nothing to com
plete the passage, «Since ye seek a proof of Christ 
speaking in me," if we do not connect this with it. 
And, in any case, the force of the apostle'~ reasoning 
is clear, and he appeals to their certainty-" Know ye 
not." This last would have no sense if they were to 
~.,.;amine, a9 a duty, if it were so. But where had we 
got to with Scripture ? 

B. Rather where had we got to without. it! Y on 
don't read and search a.~ you ought. -Do so, and the 
truth will be clear to you: only, surely, we need God's 
grace and looking to Him, that we may receive the 
"sincere milk of the word :t'i new born babes." 

I ba,·e yet one point I wish very briefly to notice to 
clear up our mind~ on the subject we are inquiring into. 
In receiving Christ we receiYe life. "This is the re
cord," says John, "that God bath given to tt• eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. He that bath the Son 
hath life." Between this life and the flesh there is no 
common thought. If we do not realize redemption, ~ur 
being quickened (not taking us from under law and the 
sense of our own responsibility) puts u• in misery of 
heart at :finding sin in us (as in the seventh of Roman&). 
If we do know redemption, and have been sealed by 
the ·Spirit, still "the tle~h ln~ts against the Spirit, anrl 



the Spirit against ·the ftesh ; and' these are contrary the 
one to the other." But, if led of the Spirit, we are not 
under the law. 

Now you have been trying to draw hopeful con
clusions from finding signs of lite in yourself, having 
only a general apprehension (which always accompanies 
true conversion) of the goodness of God, .strengthened 
by the knowledge that Christ died. But all this 
reasoning about yourself was in no way faith in redemp
tion. It left you still, though with better hope,. in 
view of judgment ; or at least if, when looking at the 
cross you saw that there was in it what you needed as 
a sinner, you still looked for something better in your
self, you could not say you possessed what you needed 
in the cross-yea, were the fruit of it, as to rour state 
before God : and when you turned to the Judgment, 
your state would stand you in no good stead there. 
Life is not redemption. Both belong to the believer, 
but they are different things. You were looking for 
proofs of life, concluding t1lat, if they were there, you 
could pass in the judgment; _ and then, perhaps iu a 
vague way, you brought in Christ to boot ! 

A. I think you have described my case pretty nearly. 

B. Now when a person lives close with God in 
simplicity of heart, the sense of goodness in God pre
dominates, and there is the savour of piety; ·but when 
they do not, there is uneasiness and restlessness, the 
accusing conscience predominates, 'atld.we are unhappy, 
if not dismally afraid. But in neither case is redemp
tion really known ;-it is not known that Christ has 
taken our place in judgment, and given us His in glory: 
only we must waidbr the adoption itself, the redemp
tion of ~e body. The way in which Scripture unites 
these two truths is in the resurrection of Christ. This 
is the oower of life, and the eeal of the acceptance of 



His work-His coming fully up out of the cronseqaeaces 
of our sin into another state. So we in Him. We 
were dead in sins, exposed to judgment, and under 
death ; Christ comes down from heaven, accomplishing, 
in dying, the. work of putting our sins away ; and we 
are dead with Him ; and then He and we with Him 
are raised, conseqnent on the completed worlli aud 
God's acceptaDCe of it. He has quickened us t~ther 
with Him, having forgiven us all trespasses. It IS' lite, 
whose full divine power is shown in resurreetio);l; · it is 
not only eternal life cotwn111nicated, but·deliftrance out 
of the state we were in, and our entrance into another; 
not outwardly of course yet, but really by the po!!Silssion 
of this life. Redemption means, though, by price, a 
deliverance out of the state I was in, a·nd bringing me 
iuto another and a free one. Hence we talk of tbe 
redemption of the body, which we have not yet. Lire 
does nol by itself give this: through it we feel the. 
burden of the old state we are in ; but when we findl 
that we are redeemed also, we know that we have been 
brought, at the cosl of Chrisrs:.deatb, oat of the ol.d. 
Adam state we were in, into Christ. Hence we ba:ve 
"boldness in the day of joogment, because as he i~IIO' 
are we in this world." · 

A. I cannot. follow quite the course of Scripture 
thoughts· you give. I must learn these things. But I 
see the ditferencebet~n redemption.and life, though 
we have both in Christ rrow ; He has.·died and is risen .. 
I suppose I had life bQ{ore ; but I balrtl', in a measun,. 
now. undentood,redemption. too. 

B. Yes, you w-ere of course redeeme<L Amburely 
Godhad:wrought in yQil in grace, as you,satd; but, u 
already said,. you were looking at.this in·viewofa G'ect 
of judgment; with glimpses- of · diviue love, -but bad 
not faith in accomplished redemp~n. See bow the 
rea.IDl!Ung·of the Apostle applies•to tbi~in.B.om~ "'· 19>: 



"By oue man's obedience many shall be made (consti
tuted): righteous."-"Then," says the :flesh, "I may 
live in· sin." What is the answer ? No, you ought 
not! This would be. to put you back under the claims 
of law, and so destroy again whai is taught of Christ's 
obedience. In no wise ; how can we that are dead to 
sin live in it any longer? You have been baptised to 
Christ's death, and are a Christian, by having part in, 
death. How, if you have died with Him to sin, can. 
you live in it? We are now free to give. ourselves to 
God, as those that are alive from tl;le dead.. 

A. Well~ while the old foundations remain, it makes 
a new thing of the whole matter. It is not the same 
way of putting Christianity at all. .I have to realize 
it, though I am quite dilfereDt as to. my ground oi. 
peace already; or, rather, I have one, and had not 
before. But I see it is in Scripture, and I must search 
that out. 

B. The· truth is, the great body of true sincere 
Christians are as those without, hoping it will be all 
right when they get in; instead of being within and 
showing what is there to the world, as. the epistle of 
Christ. 

A. Rut you would make us: all out-and-out Christians 
--dead, as. you say, to the world and everything. 

B. Surely ; "a double-minded man is unstable .in all 
his waya." It is the single eye which causes the whole 
body to be full of light. We are not our· own .. The. 
new man cannot have his ol!ljects here; hit service he: 
has : so had Christ; in nothing did He have his objects. 
We are· crucified to the world,. and the world to :gs ; 

and so we have crucified the flesh with its affectioas 
and lusts. Only remembel',..that the flesh lusts against 
the Spirit; and that it needs vi:gilau.ca,: " workiag> out,' 
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as to·the passage of the wilderness, "your salvation with 
fear nnd trembling:" not becau~e your place is un
certain, but because God does " work in you to will 
and to do:" and it is a serious thing to maintain God's 
cause when the :ftesh is in us, and Satan disposes of the 
world to binder and deceive us. But do not :be dis
couraged, for God works in you ; ' greater is He that is 
in us than be that is in the world. You cannot be in 
wilderness difficulties unless you have been- redeemed 
out of Egypt. "My grace is sufficient for thee," says 
Christ. " My strength is made perfect in weakness." 
" If God be for w, who cari be against us ?'' The secret 
is lowliness of heart arid the sense of· dependence, and 
looking to Christ with confidence who has saved us and 
called us with a -holy calling. You cannot mistrust 
yourself, nor trust God, too much. By redemption you 
are brought to God, and are in the place of His people, 
and now we can say of His children and church, as 
such, set to make good Hi.t glory there. The t1;11e 
knowledge of redemption brings one in perfect peace 
into true and constant dependence on the Redeemer. 
But if you have not the first; you cannot have the 
second; nor can you walk with God, if you are not 
reconciled to Him. 

. . . 
A. It is. true. Do not supJ?6se I want to make 

difficulties, but there is still a question I have to ask ; 
I wish to get clear on these points. We have been 
taught to rely on God's promises and trust them for 
our salvation; it is the language we constantly hear, 
and I do not see, if your view be right, how exactly to 
connect it with trusting in the promises for salvation~ 
and surely we shoUld do that. 

B. The answer is very simple, and I am glad you 
put the question. It is just these points we have to 
inquire into. Trusting God's promises is clearly right, 
that is certain; and there are most precious.prom!SCls too;· 



But, tell me, is it a promise that Christ shall eome and 
die and rise again ? -

A. No; He is come, and has died, and is risen, and 
is at God's right hand. • ~ 

B. This then cannot be a promise, because it is an 
accomplished fad. For Alrraluzm it was a promise, and 
he did right to believe it as snch. To us it is an accom
plished fact, and we must believe it as such. And so 
Scripture speaks. He believed that that which God 
had promised He was able also to perform. But we 
believe He has performed that which by its efficacy 
saves us. It would be unbelief to treat it yet as a pro
mise; and so it is written :-" You to whom it shall be 
imputed, believing on him who bath raised up Jesus 
Christ from the dead." You will find both passages 
together, speaking of this very point, at the end of 
Romans iv. As to help on our journey onwards, there 
are many and cherished promises. " I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee." " God will not suffer us to be 
tempted above that we are able to bear." «No man 
shall pluck His sheep _out of His hand." ·~ Who will 
also confirm you to the end that ye may be blamele<~S 
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ." I might cite 
many others of the greatest comfort arid value to us in 
our difficulties on the way. But the work in w~ich I 
have to believe as justifying me and reconciling me to 
God, as alone and perfectly putting away my sin- and 
redeeming me to God, iS' not a promise, nor can be 
looked at as such. It is an accomplished fact, a work 
already accepted of God. 

A. I see it clearly: indeed, nothing can be simpler 
and plainer the moment it is before you. What justifies 
before God is not a p"romise at all but an accomplished 
fact; I had never noticed that passage in Romans iv. 
It is very plain. How carelessly one reads Scripture! 
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But, indeed, the troth of what you say is evident on the 
face of it. 

B. Allow me, as we have touched this point, to draw 
your attention to anoth« thing in the form in which 
the work and testimony of grace is put. You may 
remark that in the passage in Romans iv. it is said ·(not 
"' believe on Chri1t," however tme that remains, but) 
~·on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead." 
So Peter, "who by him do believe in God who raised 
him up from the dead and gave him glory." So the 
Lord Himself as to His coming into the world, "he 
that hearetb my words and believeth on him that Bent 
me." We enly know God Himself really, by know
ng Him through Christ. If I know Him thus, I know 
Him as God our Saviour ; as one who has . not .spared 
His Son for me; as one who, when Christ was dead 
(as having taken our sins), ~ised Him from the dead. 
In a word, I not only believe in Christ bot in Him 
who has given Christ and owned His work; who has 
given glory to man in Him ; as a God who has come 
to save, not as one who is waiting to jwge me. 1 
believe in Him by Christ. When Israel had passed 
the Red Sea, they believed in a God who had .delivered 
them and :brought them to Himself; and w do I. 1 
know no other God but .that. If I believe.in Him by 
Christ, I do wait for a promise,.for the redemption of 
the body, for the full ,resuhs of His work. Thus 
Christianity gjives us present affections, in peace, in a 
known relationship, and the energising power of hope 
(the two things that give blessing and energy to man 
as to his position) ; for love is the spring of aU. Love, 
because He first loved us; and, finding our joy in 
Him, love to others, as partaking of His nature, .and 
Christ's dwelling in our hearts, so that love coostraios 
us. 

A. You make a Christian a wonderful :person in the 
world ; but -we are very weak for such a place. 
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B. I cou1d never make him in my words, what God 
has made him in His. As to weakness, the more we 
feel it the .better. Christ's strength is made perfect ilt 
our weakness . 
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