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RIVERS OF LIVING WATER. 

JOHN yjj, 1•39• 

EFORE entering on the special subject before us, 
we will first briefly look at the general outline of 
the previous chapters of this gospel. In chap. i. 

we have Jesus, the '\Vord, traced from eternity, wherein 
He was alone with God, ~own to the kingdom, in 
the full manifestation of His personal glory, displayed 
in this world, and its effect pursued down the stream of 
time to the millenium : when (chap. ii.) He shall, by 
His owti power, diffuse joy, where emptiness and death 
ltad been, and clear away aH that is oftensivc to God, 
by the judgments He will personally take in hand, 
where man had defamed and polluted the house of 
His Father, even at Jerusalem. This will be the 
kingdom of God. The question now arises (chap. iii.), 
"How is man to have part in it?" In reply to tltis, 
He shows that, all through, God had those He w2s 
preparing to participate in this coming kingdom, by 
making them partakers of a new and divine nature, 
capable of fellowship with Himself; while, further, 
He unfolds the specially blessed form, that is, "eternal 
life in the Son," which the impartation of this nature 
necessarily assumes, now that He Himself, the Son of 
God, is revealed. 



But more than this (chap. iv.)-the rejected hambled 
Son of God gives the Holy Spirit to be in us, the power 
of fellowship with the Father and the Son according 
to the revelation of the deep eternal glory of His per
son, as Son of God, revealed in perfect grace upon the 
earth. Thus we have a transcendent privilege, over and 
above the kingdom, and awaiting nothing whatsoever 
for its present enjoyment. 

In chap. v., He is the Son of God, working in com
munion with the Father, and so giving life. If people 
do not receive Him, they shall be judged by Him: 
for He is also the Son of man, to whom the Father 
commits all judgment. 

In chap. vi., a yet deeper thing appears. He was 
come to die-to give His life for the world ; thus, sub
stituting a descended and suffering Son of man, for 
their carnal expectation of a king, to bring in ease, 
plenty, and enjoyment of things as they are here. He 
will take that glory also by and bye and reign; but, 
for the present timP, this is deferred till He takes it 
after a more blessed sort founded on an immutable 
basis. Till then all the long-looked-for glory of the 
Messiah fades, and is put aside for death : for God 
must be glorified, sin judged, and man blest perfectly 
according to God, e\·en now entering into communion 
with God's mind about the whole scene. For not merelv 
i:; Christ to die for them; there is also on their pa~t 
communion with His death, by faith entering into the 
judgment it writes on things as they are. And this is 
what is meant by eating His flesh and drinking His 
blood. Otherwise-and in the nature of the case it 
must be so--they had no life in them. 

This brings us to chap. vii., the feast of Tabernacles, 
which typified the sure prospect of glory, according to 
the promise of God. 

Now was the time, so His brethren thought, to 
manifest Himself to the world. But, representing as 
they did the unbelieving Jews, they were of the world; 
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they spake of the world, and the world heard them: 
As for Him, His time was not yet come. Man's time 
is the present, and therefore is always ready : to magnify 
himself, such is his life. But it was not so with Jesus. 
His brethren did not beiieve on Him ; not that they 
doubted his ability to do what He pleased, but they had 
no real sense of what was due to God, no apprehension 
of His glory, no just judgment of man's estate, no 
perception of grace in Christ, nor of the state of things 
around them. But He knew it all divinely, and knew 
too what it would cost Him ; and so, calmly awaiting 
God's time, after the feast had begun, He goes up, at 
first privately; then on the eighth day, the great day 
of the feast, He shows Himself openl.y-figurc of what 
was to take place by means of His death and resurrection. 

And first, He announces that He was going to depart; 
for the gift of the Holy Spirit in question supposes the 
death of Jesus and His ascension to the right hand ot 
God in glory. He proclaims the river ofliving water 
for those who shall believe--He proclaims grace to 
whosoever thirsts-in the reception of the Holy Spirit, 
who is the earnest of that heavenly glory into which 
Jesus was about to enter. 

The feast of Tabernacles was celebrated after the 
harvest and the vintage (compare Lev. xxiii., Dent. xvi. 
1.3), in remembrance of the fact, that the people of 
God, having been once in the wilderness, were now 
gathered into the promised land. Harvest and vintage 
are both well-known signs, in ·prophetic Scripture, of 
the execution of God's judgments in both its forms. 
The harvest is the judgment that decides between the 
good and bad (Mat. xiii. 39, &c., Rev. xiv. 15, &c.) ; 
while the vintage represents a subsequent judgment 
that falls unsparingly on that which is only evil and 
hostile to God (Job xxiv. 6, Micah vii. 2, Rev. xiv. 18). 

But the feast was not bounded by seven days, which 
represent the course of earthly time; there was an eighth 
day, in which-not as in creation goodness, but in 
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resurrection glory-Jesus took His stand and cried, 
saying, " If any man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture bath 
said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 
(But this he spake of the Spirit, which they that believe 
on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not 
yet [given]; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)" 
Thus does God signify His value of that unfathomable 
humiliation, to which His Son went down, by raising 
Him up from among the dead, and giving Him glory 
on high at once, the kingdom being postponed for 
another day. And it is in answer to His glory that the 
Holy Spirit is now given here below, as an overflowing 
stream of blessing to the bdiever-not as Son of God, 
but as Son of man, who died, rose, and was glorified. 
He thus leaves the world as yet undisturbed by the 
judgments that are surely coming upon it; and from 
heaven sends down the Holy Spirit, to be a divine 
link between the believer on earth, and Himself thus 
glorified at God's right hand. 

The Holy Spirit is thus given to be the witness, in 
our hearts, of that glory of man-of the Son of man
not as the seal of our redemption only, but our earnest 
of the inheritance (Ep. i. 14). He is given us while 
waiting for the full manifestation of the glory, a river 
that overflows in streams of blessing to others, spite of 
the barrenness of the wilderness ; not a source and 
principle of life, as in John iii., nor a well of water for 
the believer individually, as in John iv.,-however 
needful and blessed these may be-but a river which 
overflows on eyery side of us, because we have the 
power of that joy and pledge of that glory that belongs 
to us. This it is which makes us sigh after the time 
when such things shall be ours, and when we shall 
enjoy in liberty all the fruits of grace. 

And what a contrast is this with anything we see in 
the Old Testament! Look at the yearnings of heart in 
the Psalms, or the prophecies of Jeremiah or Ezekiel, 



&c. Not that they were not blessed and honoured, 
even a~ vessels of inspiration itself~ but, when their 
actual experience is looked at, these saints of God, with 
bright visions of the future, had for the present no such 
power, either of worship or of testimony. Not that 
the sorrows and sufferings of the Christian are not 
deeper, because linked up by the Spirit with the suffer
ings of Christ, so that his name is cast out as evil and 
scorned as men never were of old. But then what 
glory, joy, and blessedness ! that even as \Ve are co-heirs 
of His rejection, suffering, and death, so we are of 
His glory likewise (Rom. viii. r6, 17; Col. iii. 4). 
His hour is not yet come, neither is ours : for we are 
one with Him. Our place, as His, is to be despised 
and rejected of men. He knew it, as none other ever 
can; but at least we may, by His own grace, be 
attached to and cleave to Him, and so be drawn to 
appreciate it, in our own small measure. And for this 
the Holy Spirit is given us, that, in the barrenness and 
desolation around, where there is not one green spot to 
refresh the heart, our souls may be strengthened and 
sustained by the consciousness of the glory that is ours 
in Him; and filling us to overflowing in communica
tion of Him to others here below-making Christ our 
business, and His interests ours. 

Unquestionably many a Christian is called to pass 
through this world, earning bread for himself and his 
family. And it is well it should be so. Few of us can 
bear not to be thus occupied. But then the believer 
does it simply as a bread-trade-nothing more. The 
moment you give it the dignity of a profession, and 
regard it as something of honour in the world where 
Christ was crucified, you are lost to the testimony of 
His cross and heavenly glory. I am not saying it is 
wrong to have what men call a profession ; but I am 
using the heavenly glory of Christ to judge the spirit 
in which all is ordered that is in the world. And I do 
warn you against th~ vainglory of men about these 
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thif1gs-the desire and hankering after earthly distinc
tions for themselves or their children (Ex. x. 8-u), 
dirtied away with that which the world sets store by. 
Why should we want them ? Are not all things ours? 
Let the Christian then watch against the subtle en
croachments of the world, in whatever he undertakes, 
whether for himself or his family; and the more so, 
because the world will be sure to praise him (Psalm 
xlix. 16-zo) if he follows the world's ways. 

I do not mean anything so preposterous as that 
Christianity calls on all believers to seek one dead level 
of occupation; or that there is any faith in abandoning 
the circumstances in which one is called, ·if one can 
abide there with God, or in not seeking an occupation 
that is unsuitable. That were not faith, but folly. But 
what I do press is, that in whatever is to be done, 
whether it be making a shoe or drawing up a deed, there 
is but one worthy motive for tbe C11ristian-doing all 
to the Lord. The ruinous thing is to forget that we 
are here to do God's will, and to be witnesses for a 
Christ rejected yet glorified in heaven. Believe me there 
is nothing of Christ in clutching what one has got, 
upholding one's rights and dignities, even if ever so real 
in the world's eyes, and resenting every inroad and 
libertyin an age which slights authority. Quite as little 
of Christ is there in him of low degree, who, keenly 
seizes opportunities, often thrown in his way by the 
grace of others, to urge his way steadily forward to that 
which he values in this world. 

But for guidance, it is well to remember, there 
is no criterion but God's word. The whole matter 
tor Christian conscience is that each believer has an 
opportunity of doing His will, of being His servant, of 
showing that he values Him infinitely above the world. 
As to any occupation, whether it be high or low in 
men's eyes, it should be in mine nothing but a bread
trade. Far be the thought that Christians should count 
it a virtue to be loose and negligent in the way they 
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clischarge their business ! If they did it to the Lord, 
they could not do it so. Certainly there is nothing that 
becomes a man, much less a saint, in being a sloven. 
The point of faith is this :-«Whatsoever ye do in word 
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him" (Col. iii. 17). 

We are passing through a strange land, but our hom_e 
is witli Christ ; and, meanwhile, till He c111ls us there, 
We are llOt only drinking of a rock OUtside, WC have a 
well within : yea, rivers of water flow out of us. It is 
the joy of Jesus reproducing itself here below; the 
power of the Spirit of God giving our hearts now their 
present delight in Him above. There is the abounding 
sense that we belong to Him who is there now; and tht; 
glory of this world is judged as trash that fades away. 

But, with the blessing of knowing this truth, comes 
the responsibility of keeping ·it, and the danger of losing 
it. And how can we keep it, save as we make Christ 
the object of our souls ? May the Lord make and keep 
us lowly! May He so give us to see Himself in glory, 
that all which is of this world may be ever judged in 
ollr eyes, as awaiting only the hour of the harvest and 
of the vintage, which is surely coming_! May we be 
vessels of His testimony-it may be needing to be 
broken, that the rivers may flow out more freely, but, 
nevertheless, channels through which the rivers ofliving 
water flow to the praise of His own grace and glory!
Abridged (by permission rif the author) from " Lecture' 
on the Holy Spirit," by W. Kelly. Broom, London. 

THIS WORLD lS A WILDERNESS WID&. 

This world is a wilderness wide! 
I have nothmg to seek or to choose; 

I've no thought· in the waste to abide ; 
l'\·e nought to regret noJ to lose. 
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'fhe Lord is Himself gone before ; 
Be has mark' d out the path that I tread; 

It's as sure as the love I adore, 
I have nothing to fear or to dread. 

There is but that one in the waste 
Which His footsteps have mark'd as His own; 

And I follow in diligent haste 
To the seats where He's put on His crown. 

For the path where my Saviour is gone 
Has led up to His Father and God, 

To the place where He's now on the throne; 
And His strength shall be mine on the road. 

And with Him shall my rest be on high, 
When in holiness bright I sit down, 

In the joy of His k>ve ever nigh, 
In the peace that His presence shall crown. 

'Tis the treasure I've found in His love 
That has made me a pilgrim below, 

And 'tis there, when I reach Him above, 
As rm known, all His fulness rn know. 

And, Saviour, 'tis Thee, from on high, 
I await till the time Thou shalt come, 

To take him Thou hast led by Thine eye 
To Thyself in Thy heavenly home. 

Till then 'tis the path Thou hast trod 
My delight and my comfort shall be; 

I'm content with Thy staH' and Thy rod, 
Till with Thee all Thy glory I st:e. 
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