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THE

PROSPECTS OF THE WORLD

ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES.

2 THESSALONIANS, il

T HAVE already shown the hope and calling of the
Christian in the parable of the Virgins. We shall
now see what the word of God reveals as to those
not born of God, who may bear the Christian
name for the present, but will abandon it, as we
learn from the very portion of Scripture just read.
Neo doubt the world comprehends more than those
who outwardly profess the name of the Lord.
Besides Christendom, it embraces the Gentiles or
heathen, and the Jews. Scripture is silent about
none of these; and the light of God is as bright
on the future as on the past.

This is an immense principle to hold fast in
reading the written word. Men are apt to judge of
God by themselves. To speak with certainty
of the future being to us impossible, man forthwith:
imagines that, if God speaks about it, even then
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it must be somewhat uncertain. If we only
reflect & moment, we cannot but see that this i1s the
principle of infidelity. What difference does it
make to God whether He is speaking about the
past, the present, or the future? He assuredly
does not think in the sense of having to reflect,
nor does He merely give an opinion. On the
contrary, He knows all things. The only question
is whether God communicates what He knows,
or how far He has been pleased to do so. Does
not the prophetic word profess this? Is it a true
profession? If God has communicated His mind
about the future, as evidently the Scriptures
assume and even assert, it is simply faith to accept
it; and the moment our faith rests upon His
word, the light shines. What seemed confusion,
when we did not believe, turns to order before
our minds when we do. The light wasreally there
always. It was our unbelief that made confusion.

The word of God is the perfect revelation of
His mind, no matter what He speaks, or
when; and God has been pleased to speak
about the future. It is the special mark of His
confidence. He tells Abraham what He
was going to do, what concerned not merely
himsgelf, but others, even the cities of the plain.
Abraham had nothing directly to do with them,
though Lot had; yet it was not Lot but
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Abraham who was told of the imminent destruc-
tion of Sodom and Gomorrash. Lot only learned
it just in time to be saved, as he was, by
fire. But Abraham knew in péa.ce beforehand,
and interceded with Gud. Our portion ought to
be that of Abraham rather than of Lot. There
are those who will be saved just in time to escape
destruction. There are those yet to be in the
sphere of judgment, who will pass through in a
measure, who will only be preserved. Some will
be destroyed. Remember Lot’s wife. Others will
be rescued, as the angels rescued Lot and his
daughters. But theirs was not the happier portion.

God has provided some better thing for us in
every respect. He has given us the Holy Ghost sent
down from heaven. Accordingly, says Paul, writing,
not to the Ephesians or the Philippians, but even
to the Corinthians, “ We have the mind of Christ,”
the intelligence of Christ, the capacity of spiritual
understanding. Not, of course, that we have the
same measure as the Lord, who had and was Him-
self the wisdom of God, and this absolutely. We
have nothing save in and by Him, and hence only
in dependence on Him. However, we have not
the mere mind of man only but of Christ, as
Christians having the Holy Ghost. The intelli-
gence of Christ is ours; and this shows why
what was true in principle of Abraham is
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increasingly—so to speak—true of the Christian,
for it could not be said, in the full force of the
terms, that Abraham had the mind of Christ. The
Holy Ghost had not yet come, for Jesus was not
yet glorified. Now that the Lord Jesus has
accomplished the redemption, and has gone up on
high, He has sent down the Holy Spirit to dwell
in His saints, to make them the temple of God,
and even the body of each believer the temple of
the Holy Ghost, just as His own body was, He
on earth having His body perfectly holy, and ever
fit for the Spirit without redemption, we only in
virtue of His blood. Hence, never till the blood
of Christ was shed could any other here below be
the temple of the Holy Ghost. Jesus was the
temple of the Spirit; we, I repeat, are only so
because our sin is judged in His cross, our guilt
blotted out by His blood. Therefore the Spirit of
God comes down to dwell in us, putting honour on
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus; but because
of this we have a divine power opening into all
that God communicates.

This, though a digression, is of immense im-
portance on the subject which we are examining
to-night, for there is nothing that more proves
divine intelligence than the communication of the
future. The Old Testament makes, in the main,
this challenge to the false gods, a challenge which—
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and we need not wonder at it—could only strike
them with dumbness, even if they had pretended
ever so loudly before to give out oracles. _ As long
as it was merely a question of baffling inquirers,
they might deceive by equivocal answers; -but
Isaiah, in the most trenchant and severe style,
shows their utter impotence to disclose the future.
Now a very large part of the Old Testament
consists of revelations of the future, and not only
of what was future then, but of what is future
still. The Old Testament prophets expand largely,
and in the most blessed terms, on the bright
future that yet awaits this world, Isaiah depicts
the day of Jehovah, when all that now obstructs
the light of glory shall be removed ; when all that
rises up against the honour of the only true God
shall fall ; when Satan will lose his delusive power;
when the nations of the earth, long groaning under
oppression, shall be set free; and when the Jews
themselves, who truly ought to have been the
leaders of all that is good and true, but alas!
abound with teachers of the infidelity that now
poisons the world, shall be delivered from every
bitter thraldom, and will come forth to the place
that God's promise assigns them as the head and
priest of the world. They are destined to fill the
foremost place when the earth itself is raised out
of its actual and long degradation. The Lord has
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spoken it, and His hand will accomplish all in
due time. These are parts of the prospects of the
world on which the Old Testament prophets
descant at great length, and with graphic minute-
ness. When the Lord Jesus came, on whom the
accomplishment of prophecy depends for the
realisation of the kingdom of God—for in truth He
was the king who brought in the kingdom per-
sonally, and presented it with final responsibility
to Israel—He was rejected. Then came a mighty
change of all consequence to the world, when
cvery bright hope seemed blasted, when all ex-
pectation of glory for Israel set in clouds and a
deeper darkness than before. God made use of
that moment of fallen hopes for the earth and the
earthly people, and the nations of the world, for
“ some better thing.” Heused the cross of Christ
to bring in a wholly new state, when Isracl vanished
for a season—a state distinet from that which
prophets prepared the minds of men of old to
expect. The reason is simple, and the ground
plain. The rejected Christ is raised from the
dead, and, having ascended to heaven, takes His
seat there to bring in a new and heavenly order
of blessing. He is seated there until a moment
nnknown and undisclosed, during which God brings
in altogether new things. This is Christianity,
which is therefore essentially of heaven. The
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prophets did not speak of heaven, save inciden-
tally. Prophecy refers to the earth. No doubt
there are here and there allusions to heaven; but
by no prophet and in no prophecy is there an
opening out of what the Lord Jesus is doing now
at the right hand of God.

It was not the object of prophecy to do so.
Prophecy, the prophetic word, is a lamp, and very
useful, to which those who heed the Lord will do
well to pay attention, for that lamp shines in a dark
or squalid place. Such is the revealed use of
prophecy for Christianity. But then there is a
brighter light, even the light of day, as the
apostle says, “ Till the day dawn, and the day-star
arise in your hearts” What does he mean by
this? The accomplishment of prophecy? Not
at all. Till the day of Jehovah comes for the
world? In po wise. He speaks of day dawning,
and the star arising in the heart, not of that day
arising upon the world. This would be the
accomplishment of prophecy; but he is intimating
what the Spirit of God can bring into the heart
of the Christian now.: The Jewish believer was
encouraged still to value his prophetic lamp. The
word of propbecy derived confirmation from what
was seen on the Holy Mount. Yet there was
to be a far clearer light—the light of day, the
brightness of heaven, not of the lamp. Further,
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the person of our Lord Jesus is our hope, the
day-star, not merely the general light of heaven,
but the day-star arising in the heart. This is, as
I understand it, the dawning of heavenly hope in
the heart.

The actual arrival of the day of the Lord is
another matter, and this will be in its own time.
It is, however, a good thing to hold fast the pro-
phetic lamp until we get a better light. There
are far brighter associations into which the Chris-
tian is introduced now through Christ Jesus; but
of these things prophecy does not treat. The pro-
phetic word does not contemplate -the arising of
the day-star in the heart. There it is the very
reverse of Christ. The day-star of prophecy is
the name of the Lord’s enemy, as you may see in
Isaiash xiv. The day-star that the Christian
knows is Christ, while he is outside of the world
in heaven, before he comes to earth. Day dawns,
and the day-star arises in the Christian’s heart
while he is here.

In consequence of this present privilege we
stand in a wondrous position. Believing in the
Lord Jesus, we have a Saviour who is already
come, and has accomplished the redemption of
our souls, and given us remission of sins. We
have life eternal, and the knowledge of our absolute
cleansing in the sight of God through the Holy
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Qbost. Yet the condition of the world is no better,
but rather worse. The world has been led on by
its prince to reject its ounly true King—I mear the
King of kings and the Lord of lords, the Supreme.
We are in the secret of it ; we know that the King
of kings has been refused ; and our hearts are with
Him. We can afford to wait for the great day;
but meanwhile we have the light of day before the
day comes. The light cannot yet shine on the
world, but in our hearts; so that it is evident we
have more than the lamp of prophecy, even the
light of day. We are children of the light and of
the day ourselves. Hence therefore itis the part of
the Christian to be able to read all that is passing
around, as well as the communications of God as
to the future. According to God it is a part of
our proper heritage. We ought to be able to
understand the signs of the times. We ought to
be able to read not only what is before us accord-
ing to God, but also to speak of the future because
we believe the word of God. With all that God
has communicated we may interest ourselves. We
have the family interests; for, if children, then
heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ;
and it wovld be a poor thing that the hejrs should
not make themselves acquainted with the in-
heritance ; and how strange if Christians should
not understand by the Spirit of God! For this
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reason then, if we only knew our own privileges,
we are led into an immense field of blessedness
entirely outside the natural ken of man. This is
what I shall endeavour a little to expound and
apply, in looking at a few of the principal pas-
sages that bear upon the prospects of the world
according to the Scriptures.

Now the Lord, when He was here below, showed
clearly what was to befall the world. He says,
“ The field is the world;” and He has told us what
will become of the world, where men would be
Christianized—that is, He has shown us clearly
what would be the result. Good seed was sown;
but there was an enemy who sowed bad seed.
Now He does not give us the smallest idea that the
bad seed would be ameliorated. He shows us that
the servants were zealous enough to remove the
bad seed, but He reproves them. He shows that
the effort to correct the evil that is in the world,
the attempt to use the name of the Lord for re-
forming the world, always ends in rooting up the
good as well as the bad.

We see this habitually in Popery. It is the
principle of the reproved servants; but, instead of
making the world better, in effect it ends on the
contrary in destroying the wheat, not the tares.
Babylon, above all that ever were, has killed the
saints, and madc herself drunk with the blood of
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the martyrs of Jesus. This is a matter of divine
revelation to every one, and history verifies it as a
fact of Rome, not pagan only but papal yet more.
Secripture had said so long ago: he would be a bold
man who would dare to deny it. Yet, as of old so
now, there are men who talk of making the world
better! This goes along with another fundamen-
tal error which is found in Popery (and far beyond
it too), and that is the notion of men getting better
themselves. The two delusions go together.
The fact 1s, that Christianity denies both; one’s
very baptisui indeed denies it, particularly
as to man. To be saved one must take the
ground of death with Christ, not of improving the
first man ; and he who sees and knows what man
is ought never to be drawn into the delusion of
the world's improvement. Further, the Lord
Jesus sets aside the latter error when He tells us
the nature of the harvest that is coming; and the
harvest is the end of the age, this present evil
age, not of the world.

When the consummation of the age then comes,
there will be a process of discrimination and
judgment. The wheat will be removed on high,
the tares dealt with here below. Consequently then
will be the harvest ; but evil will abound up to the
end of the age. Never will there be a time in
this age when the preaching of the gospel or
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the zeal of the children of God will root out the evil
thathasbeensown by Satan from the beginningunder
theChristian name. The newage will be character
ised by righteous rule over the earth in power.

In short therefore those who expect the gradual
extirpation of evil are in antagonism with the
distinct teaching of the Lord Jesus. I am as far
as possible from saying this to repress efforts
towards winning and edifying souls; and I fear
those who yield to such thoughts, or at least to such
words, are guilty of slander. It is one thing to
work in faith, and another to expect the general
blessing of the world as the result. I grant vou'
this will surely come, but it is reserved for the
Son of Man. Should the bride of the Lamb be
jealous? Such a work and result 1s not for the
church, which has been very guilty from early
days, dragged down into the snares of the world,
into its activity, its honours, its gold and silver,
and what not. If Christendom is now suffering
the buffets of the world, the world, once eagerly
sought by Christians for its own things, 1s now
turning against those who gave the poorest testi-
mony to what a Christian should be. So it will
be more and more with the world ; ungrateful for
whatever of God has been shed around by Chris-
tianity, it will turn again and rend her who
abused the name of the Lord for her own selfish
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and earthly interests. Evil was planted under
the pretext of Christ’s name, and that evil can
never be rooted out umtil the judgment to be
executed at the end of the age. It is presumptuous
unbelief to expect or attempt it. The angels deal-
ing judicially are quite distinct from and con-
trasted with the servants who sow and watch (alas!?
how poorly) the good seed. It is astonishing how
men continue to confound the two.

I repeat also that the end of the age is not the
end of the world. The phrase “end of the world”
18 in Matthew xiii. an unequivocal error. There is
no scholar who ought not to be ashamed of such a
blunder. Far from being the end of the world,
the very next chapter proves to the contrary. The
Lord sends His angels and purges from the field or
world what is offensive to Him. The evil is judged,
the scandals removed ; the bad crosp or bad fish
destroyed. In short the living wicked are pun-
ished, and the righteous shine in the kingdom of
their Father. The kingdom of the Son of Man is
the earthly part of the kingdom of God, the king-
dom of the Father is its heavenly part, as will
appear to any attentive reader. The heavenly
things and the earthly things of the kingdom of
God (compare John iii.) will be found then in un-
sullied brightness and harmony. In the Father's
kingdom, according to His own counsels, the glori-
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fied saints shine to His own praise. The field or
world which had been spoiled by Satan’s wiles will
be cleared of all its corruptions and lawlessness.
Thus, far from being the end of the world, the
harvest which closes this age will be the beginning
of the world’s going onward in blessedness under
the displayed kingdom of the Son of Man and Son
of God, the Head of the church which will then
be exalted and reigning with Him.

It is the end of the age, the present age, while
Christ does not appear in glory and reign over the
earth. There will follow another age, when Christ,
instead of being hidden, will be manifested, and
will expel Satan, removing all that contaminates
men and dishonours God. This connects itself
with the Old Testament prophets. They all refer
to the times of restitution of all things, the king-
dom of Messiah over the earth. The mistake is
applying them to the church now. The principle
often does apply in the New Testament, as we all
gsee. I do not mean to contest this, but there are
limits. The fulfilment is another thing.

In the future kingdom there will be not only
Jews blessed but Gentiles too. Of this the apostle
avails himself, pointing to the fact of both enjoying
the blessings of grace; and this amply saffices to
stop the mouth of the Jew. Thus we find the
Old Testament applied in Romans xv. 10—
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“ Rejoice ye Gentiles with his people.” How then
could the Jew consistently object? Was it just
to fly in the face of their own prophets? Did they
not affirm God’s blessing on both to be contrary to
the Bible ? For the Gentiles are certainly blessed
00 less than the Jew by the gospel ; and this the
proud Jew could not endure. But the apostle
never says that the prophecy was therefore accom-
plished to the letter now. The principle is true
under the gospel ; the fulfilment of the prophecy
awaits another day and a different state of things
when Christ appears.

In the prophecies we find intimations not merely
of the coming blessedness, but of the Jews treated
as a rebellious gainsaying people; and of God
calling in those who were not a people. Take the be-
ginning of Isaiah Ixv. The Gentiles are there called
as those who knew not the Lord, while His own are
treated as disobedient. Compare again Hosea 1.
with Rom. ix. Thus the Spirit of God gives here
and there hints, dim enough once but now clearly
interpreted by Himself, which were to have a
special bearing on the present time. But none of
these Old Testament Scriptures discloses to us the
heavenly glory of Christ at the right hand of God,
or of the Christian united with his Head. These
things compose “the mystery;” none of them is
ever developed by the prophets.
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We have the fact of the Lord sitting at the
right hand of God in Psalm cx.; but the only use
the psalm makes of it is to show that He sits
there till His enemies are made His footstool.
There iz not a word about what is done with His
friends. The revelation of the counsels and ways of
God with the latter now is Christianity. The
psalm only speaks of His sitting there till judg-
ment is executed on His enemies. We see what
the apostle calls the revelation of the mystery is
now verified. It is a secret which the Old Testa-
ment never brought out, though giving certain
intimations that are accomplished—for instance,
in calling the Gentiles. For as Moses told Israel,
“The secret things belong unto Jehovah our God ;
but those things which are revealed belong unto
us and to our children for ever, that we may do
all the works of this law.” But the great central
truth of St. Paul is, that the mystery or secret of
God concerning Christ and the church is now
revealed by His holy apostles and prophets
through the Spirit.

It would be easy to furnish proofs, were this the
fitting time. The character of the church sup-
poses that God abolishes at present the difference
between the Jew and the Gentile. The grand
fact of the future is that the Jew is exalted to
the first place, and the Gentile blessed but
subordinately.
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In the kingdom they will each be recognised
and blessed, but in a different position, not as
now both are. It is quite evident that the future
millennial kingdom supposes the reinstatement of
Israel in more than former favour, and the nations
will rejoice, but in a place secondary to that of
Israel.

In the church of God all this disappears, the
church being heavenly, as Christ is, and according
to the nature of things in heaven. People are
not known by their nationality on high : on earth
they are, according to God’s providence. But the
Christian being essentially called on high, all
these earthly distinctions entirely disappear.
Hence there was a new state of things, and a fresh
testimony, for God has now revealed that which
comes in between the first and second advent of
Christ.

When the Lord comes again, the Old Testament
prophecies resume their course, with the addi-
tional confirmation of a small portion of the New
Testament which refers to that time, in order to.
give a harmonious testimony.

One may now see clearly what has been shown
already, that the Lord Jesus prepared His disciples
from the very first not to expect that the Christian
economy would, as far as the world was concerned,
end in joy and light and blessing. On the con-
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trary, evil must take root from early days by the
crafty power of Satan, and never be corrected till
the end of this age. This then is the first great
lesson that we are taught in the Gospels.

Again, in Luke xxi. is a statement to which we
may refer as giving a further view of the prospects of
the world according to the Scriptures. It is said,
“When ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with
armies, then know that the desolation thereof is
nigh.” This distinctly points to the siege of
Jerusalem by Titus, when it was invested with
armies more completely than at any point of its
most eventful history. But there is not a word
here about seeing “ the abomination of desolation.”
Nor does this chapter say “ then shall be great
tribulation,” such as never had been, nor shall
be: “ these,” it only tells us, “ be the days of
vengeance —-two very different things. Here again
we read, “ But woe unto them that are with child,
and to them that give suck in those days, for there
shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon
this people.” This was fulfilled to the veriest
tittle in what befell the Jews when Titus took the
city, and the Jews passed into captivity for the
socond time, “And they shall fall by the edge of
the sword, and shall be led away captive into all
nations, and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of
the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be



21

fulfilled.” So it was, in fact. Jerusalem was
trodden down of the Gentiles. One national
power after another was to have. possession of the
holy city. So it is now ; that treading down still
goes on, for the times of the Gentiles are not yet
fulfilled. . :

But much more follows: “There shall be signs
in 'the sun, and in the moop, and in the stars,
and upon the earth distress of nations, with
perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring,” &c.
Some people have made the mistake that these
scenes took place when Titus took Jerusalem.
There is no authority for such a supposition. We
have had the capture of Jerusalem long ago;
after that Jerusalem is trodden down after the
siege, while the times of the Gentiles flow down-
ward ; thence we are transported into the final
scenes. “ Then shall they see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud, with power and great glory;
and when these things begin to come to pass, then
look up and lift up your heads, for your redemption
draweth nigh.” It is clear that destruction is not
intended, but the blessedness that is coming in at
the end, when God terminates the time of misery
and. sorrow and trouble and suffering.  The
coming of the Son of Man is never made to be the
annihilation of the world, or the end of it in that
sense, but the end of Satan’s misrule, and the



22

shining forth of the kingdom of God. For the
world there can be no real permanent gemeral
blessing till the Son of Man comes in power and
glory. .

There we find the parable in an enlarged form
compared with Matthew: “Behold the fig tree,
and all the trees.” As being of Luke, it speaks
about the Gentiles explicitly. Therefore all the
trees are 1n the scene.  'When they now shoot forth,
ye see and know of your own selves that “ summer
is nigh.” “The kingdom of God is nigh at hand.”
Is it not evident, therefore, that the kingdom of
God is coming in a sense different from what men
look for and say ? It is true now to faith; but we
do not see it. Then it will be manifest, and it
will put down all that opposes itself against God.
The yoke of evil will be broken thep, which it is
not now. Satan is the prince of this world. We
have to fight against the world-rulers of this dark-
ness, against spiritual wickedness in HEAVENLY
PLACES. The term “high places” is an error of
the translators, which quite falsifies the sense.
It has led persons to oppose the higher authorities,
for instance it led the Roundheads to oppose the
government of their day. Such an interpretation
is as false as the translation. The rendering and
the doctrine are both wrong, The doctrine of the
New Testament is that we have to do with the
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most serious fight that ever can be carried on by
man here below; we have to combat Satan, not
only to hold our own, but to hold the Lord’s own
against all the power of the enemy. But in no
case is the Christian to wage carnal warfare, only
against Satan.

This is what is going on now, but it will not be
the case when the kingdom of God comes. Satan,
animating the empire in its Inst uprising, and the
nations in general, against the Lamb, will
be put down: then the stream will steadily
flow on for God’s glory. Now we have to swim
against the current. Now it is a question of life
and faith, where Satan reigns, and only the power
of the Spirit sustains. There will be no power of
death then against which the saints of God will
have, as now, to make good His will in the name of
Jesus. There are, no doubt, those who will tell
you that the kingdom is gradually winning its way
among men; but this is a grievous mistake, a
short-sightedness not without danger as to the
word of God. It ignores the utter ruin of man
and the world, the incurable evil of flesh, the power
of Satan, the honour reserved and due to Christ. It
overlooks the heavenlycalling and the futurereward
and the present rejection of the Christian. It is
manifest that, if this were the fact, a very great
part of the New Testament would cease to be
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applicable directly the power of Satan was broken.
The doctrine and exhortations which suppose we
have to fight Satan, would be no longer true.
There is a plain contrast between the character
and circumstances of the millennjum and the pre-
sent,

Romans xi, will tell us a little more of the
world’s prospects as God teaches us in the word.
We read there that the Gentile, who is now the
object of God’s calling and of His dealings under
the gospel, is warned to take heed from the fate
of the Jew : “Because of unbelief they were broken
off; and thou standest by faith. Be not high-
minded, but fear ; for if God spared not the natural
branches, take heed lest He also spare not thee.”
It is impossible to apply this to the believer as
sach. The é.postle is speaking of the general
professing body. It is the danger of what is com-
monly called Christendom, of those baptized to the
name of the Trinity, who are warned of excision if
they continue not in the goodness of God which
He is now displaying. If the Gentiles do not stand
by faith, they will be cut off, just as the Jew was
before. This has nothing to do with the believer's
security. But God deprived the nation of their place
of privilege and testimony. He always guarded
His own people in Israel as He cares for His own
people now. God is always faithful to His saints;
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how could He do otherwise to those who, re-
nouncing themselves, confide in Him, that is, in
His Son? As the Lord Himself told the disciples,
they were in His hand and in His Father’s band.
He is here speaking, not of individual saints, but
of the professing body. As the people which had
the law were cut off because of their infidelity,
so those who are now unfaithful to the gospel will
be cut off because of their infidelity. He is speak-
ing of the olive tree, that is, the line of those who
profess the name and testimony of God in the
world.

The Jews were the beginning of the olive tree.
As being founded on the promises given to
Abraham, it does not take account of persons
before God’s dealings with him. The olive tree
begins with the first soul called out as a public
witness for God in the world; the Jews followed
as a nation; and Christendom is now the public
witness for God. But, as the Jew had been false
to his calling, so Christendom has been faithless
to theirs. The fact 13 certain, not s0 much from
our own thoughts or from history, but from the
unerring word of God.

They are told, if they do not abide in the faith,
they must be cut off; also, if they (the Jews) do
not abide in unbelief, God will graft them in
again: The tree was Jewish ; then som< “branches,
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not all, but some, are brought in under the name
of the Lord. Meanwhile the Gentile wag Chris-
tianised ; but when they become unfaithful, the
Jews will be grafted in again, This will be when
the kingdom of God comes upon the earth.

In Romans xi., 25, we read, “I would not that
ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye
should be wise in your own conceits.”

It is exactly what the Chrstian is become.
They dream that things are always to get better
and better. Is not this one way of becoming
“wise in their own conceits?” He says again,
“So blindness in part has happened unto Israel,
till the fulness of the Gentiles shall be come in.
And so all Israel shall be saved, as it is written,
There shall come out of Zion the deliverer, and
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob,” &e.
You err if you suppose that Christ will be always
at the right hand of God. When He returns to
the earth, when He espouses Zion, there will be
a place given to Israel, the old promised place, on
the ground of divine mercy. “For this is my
covenant unto them when I shall take away their
gins.”

What is going on now? The Jews are the
enemies of the gospel. This is one great cause
of their enmity. They first rejected Jesus Him-
gelf; then they became furious when redemption



27

through the blood of Jesus was preached to the
QGentiles ; they could not bear such grace to the
world ; they were the adversaries who dogged the
steps of the apostles wherever they went to preach
to the nations; they tried to get hold of the chief
women and men, and stir them up against the
apostles. So they have been ever since. Men
wonder what is going on in the infidelity of the
day. The Jews are mainly at the bottom of this
wickedness. Satan has set up their famous men
as objectors to the truth; Spinoza was one of
them. But latterly this opposition has taken a
new and more apostate shape. It is the old error
with a fresh burnish, but aggravated guilt, given
to it. The unbelieving Jews, I am grieved to say,
are the mainspring of the world’s opposition to the
truth of God. They have lost the earth, and they
gnash their teeth at heaven. They cannot bear
that the Christian should get a blessing which
they do nol want themselves. The same thing
was found wherever the heralds of the divine
mercy of God went forth with the message; and
80 it is now, with the sorrowful addition that the
Gentiles were to be as unfaithful. What an awful
thing it is that those who bear the Christian name,
shepherds in chief perhaps, are pioneers of the
most abominable infidelity! This is the case not
merely in Protestant countries, but equally so in
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Catholic countries. The Protestants are more
open and plain-spoken ; the others pay their
priests if they do not go to mass, or are priests
themselves believing as little as they like. A
little hush-money suffices to keep up the delusion.

There is infidelity everywhere in Christendom,
and not less but more, I believe, in the lands of
Popery, than even in Germany and Holland. Nor
do the priests care much about it; so long as men
or even women only keep up outward forms, it is
all right, and they are “the faithful.”

In Protestant countries, as we know, the Bible
is too much read and known for such a vain show.
Péople too are more honest about God and His
word ; if they do not believe, they say so. Some,
it is true, have been learning a novel lesson at
Oxford lately: it i3 to profess the truth, but te
insinuate, preach, and print the contrary. Thisis
almost the lowest form of infidelity that has been
seen yet. In former days infidelity went outside ;
it had at least an appearance of low and rude
integrity about it. If a clergyman became an
infidel, he gave up his profession ; but the charac-
teristic of modern free-thinking is that you find
men of amiable habits and character who adhere
to forms of Christianity which they do not
accept as divine and ultimate truths, but only asa
step in human progress; and thus theytryto destroy
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the faith of the truth. The influence of this im-
moral, easy-going, scepticism extends, as does the
equally unbelieving system of Ritualism; and
what will be the result ? There will be an uprising
of public indignation against Babylon; there will
be a revolution in religious things as well as poli-
tical. This I shall show by the word of God.

The general truth, however, we have seen before
coming to details, is that the Gentiles are warned
that they must be cut off, as Israel will be brought
in again. The prophets, and yet more, the apostles,
are clear enough about it. We go farther, how-
ever; and in the Scripture which we have read
to-night the statement of the Spirit of God is
most explicit. He encourages the saints by their
hope of the return of the Lord Jesus, who will
instantly gather them up to heaven, not to be
troubled with the false rumour that the day of the
earth’s judgment was already come. I must par-
ticularly call your attention to this, though it has
been often done of late. It should be, “ The day
of the Lord is present” There is an error in the
common English version, as also in the vulgarly
received text. This is conceded by almost all
competent scholars and intelligent Christians, The
meaning of the last verb in 2 Thess, ii, 2, 18 not
“ at hand,” but “ispresent.” I am not aware of a
single case where this form of word could have any
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other meaning. Nor does it occur seldom in the
New Testament : see Romans viii, 38; 1 Corin-
thians iii., 22 ; vii., 26; Gali, 4; Heb. ix, 9,in all
which it unequivocally means present, repeatedly
in express contrast with is af hand or future. In 2
Timothy iii., 1, is a different form of the word;
but there too it means that difficult times shall
be there, not merely imminent. These are all the
occurrences in the New Testament. Without ex-
ception, they are every one clear and explicit in
their sense as to this. “The end of the Lord is
at hand” would be a different phrase. When the
apostle means “at hand ” he says so, using quite
another word. Further, this erroneous version, as
in the English Bible, makes the apostlé contradict
himself, for the Epistle to the Romans tells the
Romans that the day is at hand. How then could
the misleaders at Thessalonica be consistently
charged with error if they only taught that the
day of the Lord is at hand—the same thing he
afterwards teaches himself ? But no; these false
teachers had given out that the day. was (not coming
ever so soon, but) actually arrived ; and this was
filling the saints with panic, especially as they
pretended to a revelation for it, and even more, as
we shall see.

There is an indubitable sign of false teachers
that I must here commend to the notice of all
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Christians, for we need it in these days, and may
need it yet more if the Lord tarry. Observe then
that the false teacher ordinarily does one of two
things, sometimes both : either he lulls asleep
those who ought to be roused, keeping them en-
tranced in the deadly slumber of fallen nature,
or he tries to alarm true believers by endeavouring
to shake their confidence in the grace and truth of
God, filling their minds with groundless alarm.
Not possessing peace himself, he is often deceived
as well as a deceiver ; -for he knows not in his own
experience peace and joy in believing. The false
teacher then either injures the children of God by
weakening their confidence in God, or, at the same
time with this, he lulls with opiates those whom
God would have to be awakened from their dan-
gerous insensibility. In short false teachers either
flatter the world or try to alarm the true children
ot God.

The truth does exactly the contrary; it always
has for its effect to rouse men from their state of
guilty indifference or their self-confidence, setting
before them their fearful danger for eternity.
But it tells them of a divine Saviour and of a
present salvation. Along with this there is the
comforting, establishing, and leading on of the
believers into all their privileges and responsi-
bilities, their proper joys in eommunion with the
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Lord and one another, and their growth in the
knowledge of His mind and ways for worship and
service. For all these things are the portion of
the believer.

What were those about who misled the Thes-
salonians? They pretended to the word and
Spirit for their cry that the day of the Lord was
come ;. false teachers often do as much. But they
did more; they grew bolder in their iniquity;
they pretended to have a letter of the apostle
Paul, affirming that “the day of the Lord was
present.” I am aware that some learned men have
thought they alluded to the former epistle. Thus
Paley® says that the apostle writes in the
second epistle, among other purposes, to quiet
this alarm and to rectify the misconstruction that
had been put on his words; in that the passage
in the second epistle relates to the passage in the
first. But this is an oversight. It is certain and
evident that the epistle alluded to here was not
his; for he says “that ye be not soon shaken in
mind or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by
word, nor by letter A8 from us.” He does not say
the letter that we wrote, but a letter as from us,
or purporting to be from us. It was a supposi-
titious letter, not his first epistle.

*Works (Horee Pauline), vol. v., p. 284 (ed. 7).
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The pretended letter of the apostle was to the
effect that the day of the Lord was already come ;
but the day of the Lord, according to the Bible,
in general will be one of trouble and anguish, a
day of clouds and darkness for the world. You
may read this abundantly in Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, Joel, and many of the prophets. On
what pretext then was the cry raised at Thes-
salonica? The Thessalonians were suffering great
trouble and persecution for the truth’s sake. The
false teachers seem to have converted this inlo
that day, alleging that the day of the Lord had
come. All indeed knew it to be a day of fearful
trial, and that all meanwhile goes on worse and
worse till the evil is then put down and the power of
God victorious. Hence the saints who did look for
that day, according to the first epistle, became
troubled by this cry and were shaken in mind.
For, as we have seen, false teachers naturally
shake the righteous, instead of seeking to comfort
and stablish them. On this occasion they con-
trived to excite no little panic and anxiety as if
the day of the Lord had actually come.

Not at all, says the apostle: do you not
know that the Lord is coming to gather you to
himself? “We beseech you, brethren, by* the

* As some have questioned the exact force of the Ehrase,
dpwrduer 8¢ Uuds, tdehgol, Umég 7hs 7. k. 7. A, I take this
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coming (or presence) of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
our gathering together to him, that ye be not soon
shaken in mind nor troubled.” He first appeals
to a known motive of joy and confidence in their
hope and then goes into a prophetic reason, thus
giving the idea a complete refutation. But you
may notice that it i8 never supposed the salnts
wait for the day of the Lord to be taken up and
meet him in the air. It is the coming of the
Lord they await for this.

“The coming of the Lord” and “his day” are
two quite different thoughts often confounded by
men.

ogportum'ty of remarking that it is an undoubted case of
the genitive of relation after a verb of entreaty. This,
with #epl would point to that “in respect of” which one
entreated, as with ixép it is rather the motive for,”
“ on account of,” “by reason of,” or gimply “ by” which
the appeal was made, This is 80 true that we find in the
earliest Greek authors, as Homer, Mocoua: txép (/1. xv.,
660; xxii, 338; xxiv., 467); and in the same sense with-
out the preposition (/7. ix., 451; Od. ii, 68). The fact is
that the usage is only a case of a far more general prin-
ciple, as any student can see in Donaldson’s Greek
Grammar, § 483 (e¢) (a). In the New Testament we have
ép. xepl where a person or thing is in question, as for
which one beseeches, as in John xvii, passim; 1 John v.,
16. It is patural to suppose, therefore, that the apostle
would have used wepl if he had meant no more here than
the subject concerning which he. was entreating them.
On the other hand it seems to me unsatisfactory to take
txép here, with Bishop Ellicott, as involving some traces
of the idea of benefit to, or furtherance of, the wupoveia.
It was rather the “day” than the =upovele which had
been misinterpreted or misused, as we see in verse 2 ; but,
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The coming or presence (ragovoia) of the Lord is
a much wider term, embracing the day as well as
what is just before the day. But the part of His
coming that is called “the day of the Lord” con-
sists of the execution of His judgment on the
earth and then of His reign. The first object is
to gather those He loves home. Love ‘would
always secure the object of affection first.

The coming of the Lord then is bound up
closely with the gathering of the saints; the day
of the Lord with the execution of judgment on
His enemies here below. Hence we find here,
“let no man deceive you by any means” It is
cvident there might be a great deal of mistake on

had it been otherwise, it is vague if not harsh that the
apostle wished to promote its commodum. The subject
matter of which he had been treating in 2 Thess. i. was.
the day of the Lord ; and this he again resumes in verse 2
on The wapovsia comes in as a distinct though.
connected point of consolation and joy, for the sake of which .
he besought them not to be quickly shaken or troubled by
the false alarm about the day. He is not conjuring them
by that concerning which he was about to teach themn ;.
nor is it & question of doing justice to a misrepresented
subject, but of entreating them by their bright hope as a
motive why they should not be agitated by the groundless
rumour that the day of the Lord’s judgment of the earth
wﬁdﬁ I z&x:gider that tge rt;)iroe of the context, a.ng

ially the modification rendered n by the verb.
of beseeZhing, have not been duly weighed Zy those who
contend for “concerning,” or  touching,” a meaning which
is not without example elsewhere, but here leads to the
confounding the ground of the entreaty in verse 1 with
the subject the apostle is discussing in verse 2and onward,
after having paved the way for it in chap. &
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this subject ; “for that day shall not come except
there come the falling away (or apostacy) first.”
“ That day shall not come” is an insertion of our
translators, marked therefore by italics, though, I
believe, substantially correct. It should not be
till the apostacy, the public abandonment of
Christianity throughout Christendom. Oh, how
men deceive themselves, when they think that all
is going on to progress and triumph! There will
be victory when Christ comes, not before. What
is revealed is a very different and more humbling
prospect. The distinct intimation is that [“that
day shall not come”] except there come the
falling away first, the apostacy. And what is
the character of modern infidelity, but preparing
the way for the apostacy; men bearing the
Christian name, yet giving up all the Christian
substance ; men who still carry on the dead forms
while the spirit has fled? This will grow and ex-
tend, and men are getting ready for it too. They
are destroying everywhere -on earth the outward
and public recognition of the truth. There will
soon be no outward homage paid to Christianity
in Burope. I mean that the governmerts of the
world are gradually stripping off all connection
with the Christian name. There are those who
think this is a great boon. Though I have not
the smallest interest or affinity for established
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religion, I cannot but think the act criminal
and that this will turn out more serious than
the reformers expect. I believe it was a most
serious evil when the Christians accepted an
alliance with the world; but it is a totally
different and most solemn issue for the world
when it casts off all its connection with Chris-
tianity,

It was & deep loss for the Christians when they
sought the world’s recognition; it will be an
awful day for the world when it is so tired of the
union as to throw off Christianity,

The consequence will be that that most slender
tie which binds and attaches men to the reading
of the Bible or going to church will be broken
when it has no longer connection with the govern-
ment. You may live to see the vast change
which will take place. I grant that there is no
reality, no divine life, there is no true honour paid
to the Lord, in carrying on a mere outward pro-
feagion; but people who go to church, as it is
called, hear the word of God and the name of
Christ. When this is no longer publicly recog-
nised, they will give it up as an antiquated pre-
judice, and go to shoot, fish, ride, or drink. They
will amuge themselves in reading anything but the
Bible. There will be the most rapid decay. Not
so with the saints of Ged. The result will be, nc
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doubt, that the recal will be the more evident
They wil rest only on the word of God; but as
regards men of the world, it will bring about the
apostacy.

This is what is before the world !

The first epistle to the Thessalonians was also
the first written by the apostle; the second, from
the nature of the case, was written shorily after.
Thus, from the very beginning of Christianity—
from the first communications of the Spirit of God
to the churches—such is the solemn result of
which they were warned. Those who profess the
gospel will abandon it ere the end of this age
come. But that day is not to be “except there
come the falling away first.” It is not merely a
falling away here, and a falling away there, but
the falling away, or the apostacy.

Further, “ That man of sin will be revealed, the
son of perdition.” There was onee a man of
righteousness—the Saviour; but He was rejected.
There will be a man of sin—the son of perdition—
“ who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that
ig called God, or that is worshipped.” I am aware
that many people apply this to the Pope of Rome.
I do not for a moment agree with them, though
regarding the system as a frightful delusion, even
Babylon. But I dare not say that the apostacy
has arrived yet, and it is a sorrowful thing to use
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Scripture with a party aim, or for controversial
objects; it is a sorrowful thing in the presence of
growing evil, which pervades both Protestant and
Catholic countries alike—a sorrowful thing to cast
such a stone from one to the other. No, beloved
friends, the apostacy is the result of despising the
gospel, of trifling with the truth, of keeping up
forms that are unreal, and then casting them off
with shame.

The apostacy will be the result wherever
Christendom extends. Wherever the gospel has
been preached, or at any rate the Lord professed,
the apostacy will be the issue, whether of Catholics
or Protestants, whether of Greeks oxr Copts or any
others; such will be the result, not outside
but within Christendom. It does not mean the end
ot the Jews, or of the heathen. The apostle is
here speaking of that broad sceme wherever the
name of the Lord has been professed. “The day
of the Lord cannot be, except there come the
falling away first and the man of sin be revealed.”
The climax 1s that lawless one who “exalteth
himself.” Jesus humbled Himself, and only
exalted God. Here is 2 man, the man of sin pre-
eminently, the personal adversary of the Lord
Jesus. And, as the Lord said to the Jews, they
would not have Him who came in His Father's
name; they will receive him who comes in his own



40

name. At the end of this age he will come, and
accordingly he is found as Satan’s winding-up, not.
merely of apostate Christianity, but of apostate
Judaism also.

I have already shown the connection with Chris~
tendom, but now I will briefly touch on Judaism,
for this personage “opposeth and exalteth himsgelf
above all that is called God, or that is worshipped ;
so that he sitteth in the temple of God, shewing
himself that he is God.”

As the true church began in Jerusalem, the
great result of the apostacy will find itself con-
spicuously in Jerusalem. It was this city which
saw Pentecost ; so far as the world could behdld,
it beheld that which belongs to heaven on the earth.
Jerusalem will see the judgment of that which,
long a counterfeit, will end in a manifestation of
hell—the fruit of the amalgam of Christianity
with Judaism. So the apostle reminds them,
“ Remember ye not, that, when 1 was yet with
you, I told you these things. And now you know
what withholdeth that he might be revealed in
his time.”

There is a withbolding power. What is that
power? I cannot doubt it 18 the Holy Ghost.
It is not evil which so opposes evil, but good.
That which effectually binders the outbreak of
the power of Satan is not the energy of mortal
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man. I am aware the ancients used to think it
was the Roman empire. This being long gone
led some to conceive that the papacy is meant by
the beast, as well as the apostacy, the man of sin,
&c. But Iam not prepared to allow that the beast
is come yet. The “ mystery of iniquity ” is working
still. It was working then, and is working now;
but even now it does not show itself in its most hor-
rible colours. The apostle says, “ The mystery of
miquity doth already work : only there iz one now
who letteth (or restraineth), until he be taken out
of the way.” Thus you see the hindering power
is to disappear. Further, it is both a principle and
a person (being spoken ot as neuter as well as
masculine); it can, therefore, apply to nome so
well as the Spirit of God, who still, for the sake of
the children of God, and to sustain His testi~
mony, continues to hinder the first manifestation
ot Satan’s power. But then that is anly for
a time; it will not be for ever. “Only there is
one who now letteth until he be taken out of the
way.” The Spirit of God will by and by cease to
stand in the way of the working of the Evil One.
“ And then shall that lawless one be revealed»
whom the Lord Jesus shall consume with the
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the
shining forth (or appearing) of his coming.” The
Lord Jesus is the appointed destroyer of this
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lawless being, the one who is elsewhere called the
antichrist. Even now there are many antichrists,
says St. John; when the antichrist comes, he will
be destroyed by the Lord Jesus coming from
heaven and publicly. Then shall that lawless one
be revealed whom the Lord Jesus shall consume
with the spirit of His mouth. The critical addition
of “ Jesus” I put in, because it is certainly genuine
and gives more definiteness to the thought.

Now mark the first verse. The apostle does not
saytheappearingof Hiscoming when Christ gathers
the saints. “ We beseech you, brethren, by the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering
together unto him.” Here, when the destruction
of the man of sin is in question, he speaks not
merely of His coming but ¢t the appearing—the
epiphany or brightness—of His coming. If when
the Lord comes to gather His saints He appears,
why should not His appearing be brought in there ?
Is it not manifest that the coming of the Lord
does not of necessity mean His appearing? How
else the phrase of verse 87 It was necessary, when
His appearing was meant, to say so; and this 1s
when He judges. When it is the dealing of His
grace in translating us to heaven, His coming or pre-
sence is named, but not a word about His appear-
ing. When the lawless one shall be destroyed, it is
not merely His presence or coming, but the shining
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forth of it. For He might come without being
seen beyond what He pleased ; but here we have
the manifestation of His advent. When He comes
to take up His saints, what will the world have to
do with it? It was His own love which saved
them ; they belonged to Him, not to the world.
He comes to claim His own. He does not make
the world a spectator before He appears in glory
for the destruction of the antichrist.

The world will have bowed down to the anti-
christ Gentiles as well as Jews will have accepted
him. Just as the blessed Lord Jesus is both the
true Messiah and the God of Israel, so this false
personage, the man of sin, will set up to be both
the Messiah and Jehovah of Israel, and the mass
will be led away by the fatal delusion. The same
unbelief which rejects the true will bow down to
the false.

These are the dismal prospects of the world
according to the Scriptures. A very different
future fills the imagination of men generally.
Why wonder at this? How can they truly prog-
nosticate what is to be ? No man can discern the
future unless he believes the prophecies of God.

T am aware they will tell you how dangerous it
is to predict. But the study of prophecy is
calculated and meant to keep us from predicting.
Those who study prophecy should be humble
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enough to be content with prophecy. If you
despise the prophecies of God, you may set up to
be a prophet; but, if so, you must always be a
false one, It is only God who knows and can tell
the future. But God has revealed it : we have the
responsibility of believing. A man cannot believe
these things without their leaving their impress
upon his heart. If you have truth in your heart,
show it in your hand and on your farehead, seeking
to prove true to what you believe. The Lord
Jesus is coming ; but He is going to appear also,
not merely coming to receive His own, for His
coming will be in the twinkling of an eye.
That the world should see the change and trans-
lation of the saints is not at all necessary, for the
Lord has many ways of taking His own to Himself
without death, Suppose the Lord were to cause
a tremendous earthquake to happen, would not
the wise men of the world say that the Christians
had been swallowed up in the earthquake? Itis
eagy enough to conceive a way in which the Lord
could conceal the matter ; but He does not concesl
from us, nor will He from men, what He will do
to the misleader of the world. He will not con-
ceal the judgment of the world. This, at least,
will be manifest to every eye. Hence we find that,
whenever judgment is in question, manifestation
characterises it. 'When the Lord Jesus called Saul
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of Tarsus, his companions felt the tokens of some
extraordinary action going on, though they knew
nothing about itself. There were nota few men in
the throng going to Damascus, yet only one man
saw the Lord Jesus; all the rest only heard an
inarticulate sound. They did not hear the words
of His mouth ; Saul of Tarsus did. Then, again,
we find Philip caught up and carried to another
place ; but what did the world know of all that?
There was a subsequent occasion when the apostle
Paul was caught up into the third heaven. But
was this divulged for the good of the world ?
Nothing, then, is easier than for the Lord to
ghow things in a partial way on these occasions;
but He will do them on a grand comprehensive
scale when the judgment of the world comes,
after taking on high His people previously.
Manifestation is always connected with the
world’s portion. The Lord, when He comes for
the saints, will manifest Himself to ‘them of
course; but that He will manifest Himself to the
world is nowhere said in the Bible. There is a
positive intimation that it will not be so at the
end. “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear,
then shall we be not caught up but appear with
Him in glory.” Consequently, the world cannot
have seen Christ when He came to take His
people. The very same moment that the world
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sees Cbrist appearing in glory they will see the
saints appearing in glory along with Him. ¥f
Christ could appear before the saints were caught
up the Scriptures would be contradicted.

I will refer to one Scripture more before I
close; and it is a very solemn one. Tt is from
Revelation xvii.  There are two great objects of
Jjudgment brought before us there. One is called
the great harlot, the other is the beast. The
first object is seen sitting upon many waters, “ with
whom the kings of the earth,” &c. (lst to 6th
verse.) That is a corrupt woman, seated upon a
most remarkably characterised beast, a beast with
seven heads and ten horns. What is the mean-
ing of these two symbols? You may easily
gather it by comparing the 1st verse with the 9th
and 10th verses of chap. xxi, “And there came
unto me,” &e.

Now it is plain from this, that the one is the
counterpart of the other; that Babylon, the
harlot, is Satan’s sad contrast to the bride, the
Lamb’s wife. As the one is the holy city, the
bride of the Lamb, the other corrupts herself
with the kings of the earth, and corrupts them.
This explains why she is styled “harlot.” She is
the great ruling city of the world, which has her
kingdom over the kings. The church glorified,
the body of Christ, the Lamb’s wife, 18 said to be
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“ the holy city, Jerusalem,” that comes down out
of heaven from God. This, then, is the holy (not
the great) city. “He showed me that great city,
the holy Jerusalem.” The word “great” ought
to be expunged, and the word “ holy” transposed
to take its place—* the holy city, Jerusalem.”

But still, the very fact that the holy city, Jeru-
salem, is the church glorified, gives the greatest
possible help towards understanding what Babylon
means. What is the religious body which,
under the shelter of Christ’s name, pretends to
be the mother of all the churches? Can ore
hesitate ?

I grant you that much evil has been done by
what is called established churches, the national
body of this country, and the national body of
that ; but what is this in comparison with the
pretensions of her that claims all countries and
tongues, kings as well as subjects ? Can there be
any question who and what she is? Has there
ever been any but one ?

There can be no reasonable doubt about the
meaning of Babylon; but, as if to preclude the
possibility, we have several marks. First, she
is a persecuting power,* the greatest of all perse-

* Mr. J. A, Froude has too much reason to say, “the
so-called horrors of the French Revolution were a mere
bagatelle, & mere summer shower, by the side of the
atrocities committed in the name of religion, and with the
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cutors, drunk with the blood of the saints. Have
you not heard of an ecclesiastical body which
thinks it her duty, for the love of God and the
good of men’s souls, to exterminate heretics?
She is herself as innocent as Pilate. She kills
none ; she only hands them over to the civil power
to be punished ! Alas! there never was a Pagan
power, there never was a Jewish frenzy, which
so tortured the saints of God as Babylon has
done. So clear is her identification that I do not
require to point her out. Surely the truth must
be indeed evident when it is unnecessary to name
who she is.

sanction of the Catholic Church. The Jacobin Convention
of 1793-4 may serve as a measure to show how mild are
the most ferocious of mere human beings when compared
to an exasperated priesthood. By the September massacre,
by the guillotine, by the fusilade at Lyons, and by the
drownings on the Loire, five thousand men and women, at
the utmost, suffered & comparatively easy death. Multiply
the five thousand by ten, and you do not reach the num

of those who were murdered in France alone in the two
months of August and Septeraber, 1572. Fifty thousand
Flemings and Germans are said to have been han
burnt, or buried alive under Charles V, Add to this the
lIong agony of the Netherlands in the revolt from Philip,
the Thirty Years’ War in Germany, the ever-recurring
massacres of the Huguenots, and remember that the
Catholic religion alone was at the bottom of all these
horrors ; that the crusades against the Huguenots especially
were solemnly sanctioned by successive glpes, and that no
word of censure ever issued from the Vatican, except in
the brief intervals when statesmen and soldiers grew weary
of blooda,hed, and looked for means to admit the heretics
to graoce,”
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Nor is this nearly all we are told here. The
last verse says, “The woman is the great city
which reigneth over the kings of the earth”
There is a distinction of importance. This chapter
does not confound the harlot and the woman, For
the woman is here declared to be the symbol
of the ruling city. 'This is unquestionable. Now
there never was one that ruled as this city did.
The better you know history the more you will
feel that Rome only it can be. There was but
one city which ruled more and longer than any
empire since the world began; and everybody in
St. John's day would know where that city lay
and what was its name,

It was not Athens,—for Athens could never
for any considerable time rule even Greece. It
was not Jerusalem before nor Constantinople
since. Some think that this chapter refers to the
literal Babylon of Chaldea; but this was a city
built on the plain of Shinar. How could such a
city be truly said to be built on seven hills?
TheChaldean capitalhad been agreat city; it passed
away, and only remained to occupy the curiosity
of the learned men. Here was one then ruling
over the kings of the earth. There was but
one city that could be said so to reign in the
days of John, and no one ever bas so reigued
since. '
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Ihis city was to become the harlot, and so to
exercise power over the Roman beast or empire,
the beast of seven heads and of ten horns. But
at first sight there is a difficulty here; for the
Roman empire has disappeared. It existed and
has fallen. How then are we to understand the
chapter? The historian tells us that the Roman
empire long ago declined and fell. There he stops ;
he cannot lift the veil. Not history explains pro-
phecy, but prophecy explains history. Prophecy
is the true and divine key to the prospects of the
world. Accordingly here is the explanation:—
the beast that then was, the Roman beast, would
cease to exist. “The beast that thou sawest was,
and is not.” Its vast power was to perish; and
the infidel historian chronicles the fact. But
you have another thing which history could not
divine. If God’s word is true and sure, the
Roman beast is to revive. Tt is well known that
its revival has been essayed. Charlemagne tried ;
Napoleon the First tried; Napoleon the Third
would have liked well to have tried. Not that I
have sympathy with those who pretend to point
out the person. There were many that fixed on
the last-named fallen potentate; and a few cling
to their notion still. They are premature: better
leave guess-work to such as do not search into
prophecy.
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Here is the word of God. Why should you
predict? You had better not pretend to it; the
word of God has spoken already; be you content
with its predictions. Now the word of God has
said nothing of the sort; it speaks of the beast
that should ascend out of the bottomless pit, or
abyss, and go into perdition. Why add to this?
Why speculate? Let us only believe. Diabolical
power will revive the Roman empire. And they
that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose
names were not writlen in the book of life from
the foundation of the world, when they behold
the beast that was, and is not, and yet iz The
common reading “and yet is” (xaixep éoriy) is ip-
correct. “And shall be present” (xal xdpeorar) is
the true sense. Here, then, we have the clearest
intimation that the Roman empire is to be re-
constructed under the worst influence before the
age ends and the Lord returns in judgment.

Let us look back for a moment at the history of,
the world, and compare it with the present and
the future.

In the time of John the Roman empire ruled
the known world. That empire had then but
one governor or chief. Gradually the power began
to weaken and wanc. First came the division
into east and west. Then some time after-
wards the Germanic barbarians broke up the
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Western empire and founded those separate
kingdoms of Europe, which, after feudalism, passed
into the constitutional monarchies of modern
times. Such has been the result of the breaking
up of the Roman empire. Here we find the two
conditions: the beast that was, the beast that 1is
not. But it “shall ascend out of the bottomless
pit.” This will be a new trait in the world’s his-
tory. The worst of powers is better than anarchy;
the most grinding tyrannies are safer than no
authority at all. So, it is evident that, whatever
changes may have occurred in the world’s affairs,
there has never been a power without the sanction
ofgf3od, bad as its exercise of authority may have
been. The letting loose of the power of Satan is not
yet, because there is One who withholds (2 Thess.
iL); but when He withdraws the hindrance, the
beast ascends out of the bottomless pit. St. John
of course speaks symbolically of the Roman
empire in its last Satanic uprising and state. In
the end of this age Satan will be allowéd by God
to re-establish that great object of human am-
bition. Men are even now yearning after an
energetic central authority in the West. It is
the plain fact that the ten horns, or kingdoms
(supposing for the moment that the kingdoms of
Western Europe comprised just ten) have mno
political coherence. One of their marked features
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nas been that they are constantly in danger of
war with each other. They have sought by what
they term “the balance of power,” to maintain a
measure of mutual understanding, peace, and
order. But in consequence of this very arrange-
ment no one power has been allowed to get the
upper hand. _

Many have desired it; but the result of their
desires, when action has followed before the time,
is that such perish. But by and by it will be
accomplished. Then the beast will be reconsti-
tuted. There will be unity, one central authority,
without extinguishing the separate kingdoms,
save that the little horn acquires three. Thus
there will be the revived Roman empire, with dis-
tinct kingdoms. The future state will consist of
the imperial headship, along with the subordinate
kingdoms of the once united western empire.
The balance of power will then be required no
longer. The day is coming when Satan will
deceive the world. God has accomplished His own
purpose of gathering out His saints to Himself.
And then the world 1s allowed to have its little
moment when Satan has consummated his power
on earth. (See verses 12 and 13.)

The state here described is perfectly unexampled
before or since the fall of the Roman empire. One
knows the independence of even the least of the
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kingdoms. They do not like people to interfere,
if they be ever so little. Several too join—
some for and some against. Such is the way
things have long gone on in the political world of
the west.

Here the principle of national independence has
disappeared. Separate or party action is all gone.
The time is come for a vast change in the world.
This will be the character of it : a great imperial
power, called the beast, not absorbing but wielding
the separate powers of the west. The beast is a
type of strength, no doubt, but without reference
to God. So it will be then at the close. The
western imperial system will have thrown, off all
care for God or thought of Him. Apostacy will
have prepared the way. This imperial power will
have the direction of the western nationalities of
Europe. The separate kings will be flattered with
the idea that they have each a separate existence
and will. But they are only the sinews of the
strong man who wields them all. What do they
then? “These shall make war with the Lamb.”

What a difference from the blessed reign of
peace and righteousness, no less than from what
men dream as the gradually coming future! On
the other hand, the saints come from heaven, being
with the Lamb when the conflict arrives. (Compare
Reov. xix., 14.) Being changed, they are for ever
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with the Lord, and follow Him. So, when the final
contest arises between the Lord Jesus and Satan
represented by the leader of the west, the Lord is
accompanied by His saints. They are here styled
“called, and faithful, and chosen.” Some have
thought they must be angels. But they are not.
For angels are never called “faithful” And,
again, they are said to be not marely chosen, but
“called.” How could an angel be “called ?”
Calling is an appeal of grace, which comes to one
who has gone astray in order to bring him back
again. But this is never true of an angel. The
gospel is God’s calling fallen and guilty man to
give him, through faith and by means of redemp-
tion, a place with Christ in heaven. “Those who
believe on Him are here shown to be with Him;
and they are called, faithful, and chosen.

But there is more. What becomes of the
woman ?

‘We hear about her too in the 15th verse, and
here discern vast religious influence. It is not a
national church, but an idolatrous, persecuting,
religious system, claiming to be the spouse of
Christ, but really an unclean harlot that extends
its influence over all the world. It is easily seen
what, and what only, such a system can be.
There is but one such in Cbristendom, though
she has daughters. Further (as in verse 16),
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what a change takes place!* Instead of these
horns, or kings of the west, being any longer sub-
Jected to Babylon, they turn furiously with the
beast against her. Would it not be a very strange
thing if the Pope turned against his own church or
city? The Pope is not the beast, and has nothing
directly to do with Babylon’s destruction. It is the
symbol of the empire in its last phase, it is the
beast from the abyss which joins with the various
leaders of the different kingdoms of the west
against that ecclesiastical system.

Babylon had long intoxicated man, persecuted
saints, and dallied with the kings of the earth.
Now theturn of the tide comes: Babylon was not of
God, but a corrupt idolatrous imposture. But there
is nothing of Christ in her destroyers. ItisSatan
against Satan. The end of the proud world-church
is come, and, soon after, of her destroyers. The
beast and the ten horns, throughout the Roman
empire, have risen up. The ten kingdoms of
western Europe turn against the Roman harlot, and
strip, eat, and burn her.

There are solemn premonitory signs even now.
Let me mention only one fact noticed by both
Romanists and Protestants. You are aware of the

* In this verse observe that the true reading is not the
ten horns “upon” the beast, but “the ten horns which thou
sawest and the beast, these shall hate the whore,” &0
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(Beumenical Council lately held in Rome. Its
distinctive character is remarkable, and emphati-
cally indicative of the change that has taken place
even among the Western powers. For the first
time the Pope could not ask one Catholic sovereign
to sit in this council. It was composed simply
and exclusively of priests. Not a single ambassa~
dor or representative of the crowned heads was
there. There never was such a state of things
before in medizeval or modern Europe.

I grant you that infidelity lies under the change.
It is overflowing even now everywhere, as by and
by the beast will be steeped up to the eyes in blas-
phemy. He and the horns will be given over to the
batred of God, while, at the same time, they hate the
barlot: which bad deceived them so long. Itisa
violent reaction against the lies of Babylon, but
0o less a rejection of the truth. You see its spirit
in our own country and day. Men take pleasure
in spoiling the religious dignitaries and their
earthly goods. This is going on in all lands; but
the end of it will have a deeper dye.

Let me repeat that I do not mean that we
are yet come to the beast or the ten horns of
Rev. xvii. I am only showing the tendency of
the present times—the way in which the wind is
blowing in the west. Men prepare to turmn
violently against what they had been so long
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enslaved to. As the end approaches. the word of
God asserts its majesty and power, s fresh as at the
beginning ; for we are verging towards the close of
the profession of Christianity on the earth, when
the Lord is leading His own to expect their
removalgo heaven to meet the Bridegroom. We
have these admonitory symptoms that the world
gets weary of false religion, and becomes ashamed
of forms which are themselves-superstitions. And
no wonder, for there is scarcely an outward or-
dinance remaining, scarcely even a form, which
has not been utterly perverted, as well as the
truth itself ignored or denied.
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