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PREFATORY NOTE.

T h o u gh  it was a passing incident that 
called forth this little paper, that incident 
was only an outcome of an effort that 
has been for many years, and still is, dili
gently carried on— the effort to bring 
this country again under the power of 
the Romish system. A B.C. priest who 
saw this paper wrote to me with refer
ence to the incident recorded on page 8 
is  follows: 111 am quite satisfied there 
is some mistake about it all, for such a 
thing is so repugnant to common sense 
and the teachings and practices of the 
Catholic Church, that it is most unlikely.” 
I  could but reply that I  fully endorsed 
his judgment that.it is “ repugnant to 
common sense,” but his idea that it is 
contrary to “ the practices of the [Ro
man] Catholic Church " only indicates 
his %rery limited knowledge of those 
practices. My full reply to him on 
various points is published in a booklet, 
By What Authority  ? Same size and 
price as this.



ROM ANISM  A N D  H IST O R Y .

A l l  readers of the Bible know that 
history has a large place in it, and that 
God caused the history of Israel to be 
written for a special purpose. Certain 

jJPsalms give a summary of that history, 
Bmd the longest of these states that the 
—object was that following generations 
tjmight be instructed and warned ; that 
-"they might “  set their hope in God, 
;£and not forget the works of God, but 
Sjkeep His commandments”  (Psalm 
ulxxviii. 7, 8). Daniel’s words to 
jnBelshazzar— “ Thou . . . hast not 
£ humbled thine heart, though thou 

knewest all this ” — show also that God 
expects kings of the earth, and those 
who have the responsibility of govern
ment, to profit by His recorded deal
ings with their predecessors.
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Conflict of Centuries.
The history of the nations that make 

up what is called Christendom is not 
inspired, yet it is, generally speaking, 
correct. It  is largely made up of con
flicts and wars, but not wholly so. The 
record of conflicts of another kind, 
especially in the middle centuries of 
the Christian era, lias a large place in 
it, and one thing that stands out very 
prominently is the character of that 
system which proudly claims to be 
The Catholic Church, a claim which 
no Christian should ever acknowledge. 
The proper description is Romish, not 
Catholic, for to the Catholic, i.e. the 
Universal, Church every true Christian 
belongs, and in it only those who are 
born of God have a place. The great 
conflict of the centuries has been be
tween the Romish system and those 
who have sought to honour and obey 
the Word of God. It  has sometimes
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resulted in war between nations, as 
when Philip of Spain sent what he 
called “  the invincible armada ”  to 
endeavour to bring England again 
under the Papal joke, which she had 
in great measure thrown o ff; but it 
has more generally taken the form of 
persecution by the Romish system, 
through rulers of nations, and endur
ance unto blood on the part of disciples 
of Christ, These things are matters 
of history, and wherever Rome has 
power true history is never taught, for 
she is as much afraid of history as of 
the Holy Scriptures, which proclaim a 
present salvation by faith in Christ, 
and put good works in their proper 
place as the’ fruit and evidence of the 
possession thereof.

Fires lighted by Rome.

We take up our English Bible and 
thank God that we can read it in our
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own tongue ; but do we consider how 
it is that we are in this respect privi
leged above many nations ? How 
many of us reflect on what it cost John 
Wicliff, over five hundred years ago, to 
give tlie English people a translation 
of the Word of God ? He was opposed 
at every step and, though his oppo
nents could not put him to death, 
forty years later his bones were burnt 
to ashes by Romish zealots to show 
their abhorrence of the crime of casting 
“  pearls before swine ”  by giving the 
Scriptures to the English people. 
Again, how many call to mind what 
was endured by William Tyndale, 
who, a hundred and fifty years later, 
by translating the Scriptures direct 
from the originals, carried on the work 
Wicliff had begun ? He also suffered 
much, and finally was arrested, con
demned to death, strangled and burnt, 

When, just recently, a Romish



cardinal, who was incorrectly called a 
Legate of tlie Pope,* was received in 
England with much pomp and show, 
how many remembered that the last 
time a true Papal Legate reached 
England it was the prelude to the firc:s 
of Gloucester, Oxford and Smithfield ? 
Cardinal Pole, 350 years ago, came 
from the Pope to Queen Mary, who 
thenceforth became the persecuting 
queen, and the whole kingdom fell into 
degradation. Did those who gazed 
upon Romish pretenders to the terri
torial titles of Archbishop and Bishop, 
clad in their distinctive livery (Rev. 
xvii. 4), f  in the great procession in some

*A  Legate is an ambassador from tho 
Pope to tho Sovereign of any country.

fTho Apostle John writes, “  Tho woman 
was arrayed in purple and scarlct colour” ; 
in the account of "  the Legate’s reception,” 
The Times mentions the “  purple of the 
prelates, and the bright scarlet cloaks of the 
cardinals.”



London streets, remember how Arch
bishop Cranmer and Bishops Hooper, 
Latimer and Ridley, with multitudes 
of less known though equally faithful 
men and women, were burnt to ashes, 
simply because they would not own 
the authority of the Pope and acknow
ledge that a priest had power to turn a 
wafer into the very body and blood of 
Christ ?

The design to make an impression, 
by canying such a wafer in the proces
sion to be adored and worshipped as 
“  our Divine Master,”  was frustrated; 
but that idol was raised aloft by the 
“ legate ”  on a balcony, who then 
bestowed “  the blessing of the Blessed 
Sacrament ”  on the worshippers.

When the Pope heard how the 
“  legate ”  was received, he regarded 
his reception as “  a fresh proof of the 
nation’s love of true liberty and 
civilization,”  though his thought was
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modified by subsequent events. Does 
Rome, then, love liberty 1 Y e s : 
liberty to fasten her yoke of bondage 
upon any who permit lier to do so. 
Here is a recent example of Rome’s 
"  liberty.”  About three months ago, 
in Spain, a deaf man, who was working 
by the road side, did not hear the priest 
approaching with “  the host,”  and 
therefore could not get out of the way. 
Because he would not render homage 
to it he was sentenced by a judge to a 
fine and eight days’ imprisonment.

The Divine Prisoner.

Connected with this alleged power 
to turn a piece of bread into the body 
and blood of Christ, is a curious 
development of recent years, to which 
some importance must be attached 
from the reference to it in a letter 
(virtually) from the Pope to the late 
congress. In that letter, the whole of
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which is proud and pretentious, there, 
occurs this statement: “  The Divine 
Prisoner of our Tabernacle yearns to. 
melt the icy hearts of those who are 
still deaf to His voice, by the fire of His 
boundless love.”  Many would wonder 
to what this refers, but it recalls a 
passage in a book 011 Home in Many 
Lands, which explains it. “ We now 
«et to the last and most awful conse- ©
quence of these developed doctrines, 
viz., that the Son Himself is really and 
actually present in the H ost; that 
when the Mass is finished, when the 
priest has left the altar, and the 
■congregation has departed from the 
church, the Son of God Himself is left, 
shut up under lock and key in the bos 
upon the altar, called the Tabernacle, 
and is there held as a Prisoner, until 
such time as the priest conies to open 
the door and release the Prisoner by 
consuming the Host ”  (page 264),
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People are actually encouraged to wor
ship the contents of this box, making 
a daily visit for tlie purpose, by a per
version of the words of JIatt. xxv. 36, 
“  I  icas in prison, and ye came unto M e ” ! 
(page 205).

The Aim o f Rome.

During the last century great efforts 
have been made to spread Romanism 
in England, and, as the Bible is the 
great barrier to this, of couuse the read
ing of it is opposed. The man who was 
the first to call himself “  Archbishop of 
Westminster ”  said, “  The indis
criminate reading of the Bible has trans
formed a mild and promising race into a 
pack of lazy, immoral infidels.”  Rome 
calls all infidels who do not own her 
authority. Cardinal Hanning, the 
successor of Cardinal Wiseman, whose 
just-quoted words show his lack of 
true wisdom, spoke out boldly as to
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the aim of Rome : “ It  is good for us to 
be here in England. It  is yours, right 
reverend fathers, to subjugate and 
subdue, to bend and to break the will 
of an imperial race, the will which, as 
the will of Rome of old, rules ove 
nations and peoples. . . . Surely i 
soldier’s eye and a soldier’s heart woulc 
choose by intuition this field oi 
England for the warfare of the faith. 
. . . It is the head of Protestantism; 
the centre of its movements, and the 
stronghold of its powrers. Weakened 
in England, it is paralysed everywhere. 
Conquered in England, it is conquered 
throughout the world.”

But we must not enlarge. I f  om 
Statesmen are so indifferent to the 
lessons of history as to yield to Rom 
on every hai^d ; if a great number it 
the Church of England are in sympathy 
with the teachings and practices oi 
Rome ; if others in that church atij
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many outside it are undermining the 
true authority of the Bible, by which 
alone false claims and false teachings 
can be m et; let it be our aim to give 
greater attention to the Scriptures and 
to train the young in the knowledge of 
the Bible, and of History as well, thus 
guarding them as far as lies in our 
power against "  every false way.”

To ail}' who are coquetting with 
Romish teaching or practice, or are 
fascinated by good and cheap educa
tion offered in Romish schools, while 
they are not quite prepared to see their 
children under the power of the priest 
and the confessional, it may well be 
said : “  How long halt ye between two 
opinions ? ”  I f  Christ be L o r d ,  obey 
Him ; but if the Pope, then yield to 
his authority. But before you decide 
you may well ponder the words of the 
late Canon Melville :—

“  Make peace if you will with
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Popery; rcceive it into your senate 
shrine it in your churches ; plant iti 
your hearts. But be ye certain—! 
certain as there is a heaven above yc 
and a God over you—that the Popei 
thus honoured and embraced is th 
very Popery that was loathed by tli 
holiest of your fathers ; the same ii 
haughtiness, the same in intolerance, 
which lorded it over kings, assumed thf 
prerogative of Deity, crushed huraat 
liberty, and slew the saints of God."

Additional Note.

Let it not be thought that I  questioi 
the salvation of any Roman Catholic 
who, rising above the teaching of li 
system, truly trusts in Christ, the Soi 
of God, for forgiveness, and relies upoi 
His precious blood for cleansing; ye: 
how difficult must this be when th 
authority of a human priesthood is pm 
in the place of the sure testimony of God'
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The following Scriptures may well be 
pondered by any who desire to know 
the blessedness of being at peace with 
God and delivered from “  the wrath to 
come.”

Forgiveness— “ To Him give all 
the prophets witness, that through His 
name whosoever believcth in Him 
shall receive remission of sins ”  (Acts 
x. 43 ; see also Eph. iv. 32 ; 1 John 
ii. 12).

Peace.— “ Being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God ”  (Rom. v. 1 ; 
see also iii. 2-1; Titus iii. 7).

Cleansing.— “ How much more shall 
the blood of Christ . . . purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God I ”  (Heb. ix. 1-4 ; see 
also 1 John i. 7 ; Rev. i. 5, 6 ; vii. 14, 
15, and especially xxii. 14 in the Douay 
or r .c .  version, which gives it thus, 
“ Blessed are they that wash their 
robes in the blood of the Lamb, that
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they may have a right to the tree oi 
life and may enter in by the gatej 
into the c ity ”  (so W ieliff; comp] 
E .V . ).

They who have this forgiveness, tltj 
peace, this cleansing, need no priest | 
human appointment to stand betwera 
them and God, for they have boldnel 
to draw near to God as their Fatliol 
even “ boldness to enter into ti>j 
holiest by the blood of Jesus,”  and aij 
able to “  offer the sacrifice of praise t| 
God continually”  (Heb. x. 19; xiii. lii 
Nor do they need any purgatory aftej 
this life, for God has already mail 
them “ meet to be partakers of tL' 
inheritance of the saints in light, | 
having delivered them from the pom 
of darkness, and translated them ini 
the kingdom of His dear Son (ft 
i. 12-14).
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