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NOTE —The Address, The Bright and Morning Star, 

was given before Jesus on the Shore, and should be read 

before reading it and Hold Fast that which Thou Hast. 

Oceupittd with the Lord Himself comes next ; then 

Jesus the Son of .  God. The thiee Addresses, 12, 13,14, 

,could not be had when the others were published in the 

February Number of The- Bible Herald, and consequently 

they fell out of their proper sequence. We have thought 

it important to 0411 the reader's attention to this matter, 

because the effect will be improved by reading them in 

the order in which they were delivered. May the Lord 

,grant His blessingon His own Utah, that every reader 

may he edified and refreshed. 

W. R. 
EDINBURGH, 

• 
February, 1877. 



THE MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 

THE following is a very full report, of the most of the 
addresses delivered at the Manchester Conference, Novem- 
ber, 1870. This will give our readers a taste, at least, 
of the spiritual things that were then presented to the 
saints of God who were present ; and, though the 
circumstances 'of the hour, the manner and voice of the 
speakers, and the breathing of the Spirit cannot be 
transferred to paper, yet the trah, as far as corweyed, 
if prayerfully perused, may be enjoyed in the Spirit, 
and may be received into the soul in similar power to 
that with which it was given out by the speakers. It 
was certainly a time of rich blessing to many ; and we 
have no doubt but, that the Lord will own the truth then 
uttered, to the refreshing and edification of those who 
read it. May the Lord grant it may be so ; and to His 
name be glory, both now and for ever. Amen. 

The first morning meeting began. with the hymn, 
" Brightness of eternal glory." A brother (C. S. prayed, 
and then Mr. C. McAdam, London, read. Numbers xxi. 
3-20, and spoke as follows 

NEAR THE END OF OUR JOURNEY. 

ISRAEL was nearing the end of their journey. We are 
at the close of our wilderness journey : we are about to 
enter, as this people were, into the promised inheritance. 
Two things are strikingly presented in. the chapters before 
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us—the condition of the people, the wondrous and mar- 
vellous manifestations of the grace of God. Every step 
of our journey we prove it, but very markedly at the 
end, and in a diffierent way. This passage brings before 
us the patient grace of God. You will observe the 
people's determination utterly to destroy the enemies of 
God. They would have now no quarter whatever for 
that which was opposed to the people, the purposes, 
and the counsels of God. Israel vowed a vow unto 
Jehovah, and said, "If Thou wilt indeed deliver this 
people into •my band then I will utterly destroy their 
cities." One of the main charges of God, when Israel had 
left Egypt (Bea. vu.), was that everything that per- 
tained to the people in the land whither they went to 
possess it, should be utterly destroyed. For thou art 
an holy people unto the Lord thy God, the Lord thy 
God hah chosen thee to be a special people unto Him.. 
self, above all people that are upon the face of the 
earth,"—v. 6-8. Their altars, their pillars, were to be 
utterly destroyed, and their graven images to be burnt 
with fire. Every trace of idolatry was to be purged 
away. • • What sorrow the neglect, of this injunction 
wrought ! 0 what wretchedness and misery to this 
present hour. For Israel is still bearing the indignation of 
Jehovah by reason of their manifold transgressions and 
their mighty sins. 

When they would destroy the Can aanites and their cities 
the Lord harkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered 
up their enemies into their hand. When. the heart was 
right there was no difficulty. God then became the 
sovereign actor in the scene, and Israel utterly destroyed 
the Cannanites and their cities. Now, beloved, it is just 
at such a moment we get one of these remarkable re- 
actions in the history of the people. The Lord had de- 
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livered them from their enemies and from the power of 
their adversaries. Shall I say they forgot, themselves 
They forgot God. The present bitter circumstances 
turned away their heart from Him. They had been pro- 
mised rest ; they had conflict still, they were not yet in 
the land. Their faith failed. How low we sink when 
faith goes down " The soul of the people was much 
discouraged because of the way. They spake against 
God and against Moses." One of the most serious of 
evils, is this murmuring. They spake against the Lord 
God. The heart of the people rose in rebellion. How 
did God meet this sin of His people ? We get one of these 
illustrations here of the wonderful free grace of God. The 
brazen serpent is brought in. It occurs at the beginning 
of the Gospel of John. Everything is over as regards this 
world, and as regards man. The Jew is under judgment. 
The whole scene by which we are surrounded is regarded 
as under darkness. " The light shone in darkness, and 
the darkness comprehended it not." So it continues, 
light and darkness, darkness and light He had weighed 
men. He could not commit himself to them. He needed 
not that any should testify of man. lie knewall men. 
He knew what. was in man. He knew the whole history 
of man, and He did not commit himself unto them. In 
John iii. we get the Lord bringing into the midst of this 
scene of death and darkness, eternal life. The question 
of sin must be as truly put out of the way as the question 
of the enemy. What was the brazen serpent to Israel 
God had said to them by the fiery serpents, if you east 
me off you shall know what the serpent is. He lets the 
serpent loose upon them. They are bitten. What is the 
remedy ? The serpent is lifted up, the brazen serpent ; 
lifted up because of sin. The remedy for sin was not 
to be found anywhere on the earth. Something is lifted 
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up : you must look at that. It is not mere remedy. It is 
absolutely another thing brought in. As many as looked on 
it lived : "it came to pass that if the serpent bad bitten 
any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived." 
One great leading fundamental truth is, that He who knew 
no sin, God made Him sin for usi  that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him. We go forth as 
those that have been healed of the bite of the serpent. 

Verse 10.—And the children of Israel Set forward and 
pitched in Oboth. They set forward. God forbid we 
should settle on our lees ! It is no time, no day, for that. 
The powers of darkness arc all abroad ; they are mustering 
their hosts. Israel journeyed from Oboth and pitched 
toward " the sunrising " a happy little word for us. From 
thence they removed across Amon : "Wherefore it is said 
in the book of the wars of the Lord, what be did in the 
Red Sea, and in the brooks of Amon, and at the stream 
of the brooks that goeth down to the dwelling of Amon, 
and leaneth on the border of Moab. From thence they 
went to Beer; that is the well whereof the Lord spake 
unto Moses, 'Gather the people together and I will give 
them water." Very touching is this instance of the grace 
and of the tender pity of God ! He knows the trials of 
his people. However unwatchful and prone to rest upon 
our oars, after all it is those blessings that come from 
Himself, that strengthen and refresh us for our onward 
journey "Gather the people together and I will give 
them water." Here we are, at the end of our journey, not 
knowing when the trumpet may sound for us to cross 
Jordan. Without any effort, God says, "I will give them 
water." It is very pleasant to the people. "Then saw,- 
Israel this song, Spring up' (ascend, marg.) 0 well ; sing 
(answer, marg.) ye unto it !" There was a noble and 
glorious song at the start, at the Red Sea, rejoicing in 
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the victory the Lord had wrought over His enemy. 
Thou in Thy mercy least led forth Thy people whom 

Thou least redeemed, Thou halt guided them in Thy 
strength unto Thy holy habitation." How soon that song 
had died away ! Here is a little song at the end of the 
journey ; a more subdued note : " The princes digged 
the well, the nobles of the people dug it with their staves." 
Here is refreshing for us as we get to the end of our 
journey. God is not going to do great new things ; it is 
not the smiting of the Rock again, to which He calls us. 

" If you will use diligence, if you will dig, I will give 
you water." " Spring up 0 well, May the Lord make 
this a time of profitable instruction, and refreshing to our 
souls, for His own name's sake. Amen. 

JESUS ON THE SHORE. 

MR CHARLES STANLEY read part of John 	and spoke 
as 

Ado  thought connected with the voice of the Lord, to us 
this morning# " The early morn. now breaking " (yen 4). 
The morning of His appearing now is near. The pre- 
sent gathering may be the last conference before we see 
His face. Do we not all feel the force of that word to 
our souls—what a solemn thing to be brought to the close 
of the Church's history—and the call to know His mind, 
His will for the few days that may remain ! 

" The early morn now breaking," Jesus stood on the 
shore. The disciples knew not that it was Jesus. God 
has been pleased to reveal to our souls the Person of the 
Lord. Jesus Christ, not in. Peter's boat, not in the boat 
we were in, fishing, not on the unstable water of Christen- 
dom, but on the solid shore. And from one to another. 
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the word has passqd, north, south, east, and west, "It is 
the Lord." Not, "It is believers," " It is ourselves." Many 
disciples have not known Him, who He is. Some are at 
the net, a few fathoms oft; I go with our beloved, brother, 
with every word. In the Gospel, and as an old evangelist 
I may be allowed to say it, and often as I have seen the 
direction of His eye, as to where the net has to be cast, 
and where many, and great fishes, should be taken ; there 
is something more precious than this to my heart. It is 
communion with Him; it is His " come and dine;" it is the 
food He bids us share with Him,----the communion of 
heart with Himself. This is really the contrast with the 
fishing. Oh, what .a moment this is in the history of 
saints ! The time of man's activity, of human fishing, 
without the known presence of the Lord ending; and 
now the known presence of the Lord is given, "li is the 
Lord." " 	lids wise showed He Himself." The Holy 
Ghost is whispering round to heart after heart, " It is the 
Lord," but made known not on the sea, but by gathering 
all those who hear His voice, to the solid shore of fesur- 
rection to feast with Himself. I doubt not, we might carry 
this blessed figure a little further. I doubt there are few 
here, but can take the place of Peter, whether as to the 
fishing or the food. Have we not been brought to walk 
a little more softly than we walked before ? Is not that 
same blessed Lord that disciplined Peter, disciplining us 
Now, as the early morning is breaking, is He not in some 
measure weaning us from fleshly prowess, from fleshly 
activity; and are we not just in His presence, as Peter 
was, to hear a few words from Himself 

While, on the one hand, the need of becoming fishers 
has long impressed us, and may He be with the evan- 
gelists always, bid them cast the net, and. where the 
fishes are to be found ; yet, He did not say to Peter after 
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His appearing, "Carry the net and cast it in again." It 
was not the work of fishing but of feeding that specially 
occupied Him at that moment, and I believe that it is 
not fishing but feeding that chiefly occupies Him now. 

May I ask your attention now, to your own neighbour- 
hood, your own towns, and villages. What is the heart of 
Christ respecting His lambs around you ? His sheep ? We 
can say with Peter; and it is an immense favour, softly 
as we may be called to walk, deeply as we are brought 
to feel our own nothingness, " Thou lenowest that we are 
att«ched to Thee," We are attached to Christ. We are 
linked with Him. To think of this company now, 
gathered from all parts of England, Ireland, and Scotland 
too, all attached to Christ—linked to Christ. Having no 
other interest but to represent Christ, " the bright and 
morning star." To represent Him, not merely leaving 
the dark night that is pa,st, in Peter's boat, but to see and 
hear Him at the breaking of morn. Is there a sight on 
earth, the Father's eye can rest on, like the sight this 
morning ? When in prayer last night, the gravity and 
solemnity of so many saints, all gathered by Himself, 
and to Himself, was pressed on me. What a sight! the 
gravity of it is amazing. But have we responded to the 
heart of Christ, as to His lambs and sheep 

A word about the villages around our places—I do not 
mean as to fishing merely, but as to feeding. " Children 
have you any neat ?" The answer from a thousand round 
our homes would be, " We have not food ;" never was there 
a time when the sheep of Christ were needing food and 
shepherding as they are at this hour. What is our responsi- 
bility ? What is yours ? What is mine ? What is the 
responsibility of our wilted hearts ? To answer to the 
word of Christ, "Feed My lambs ; shepherd My sheep." 
It is the will of our ascended Lord that the word should 
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pass from heart to heart, "It is the Lord" gathering 
His sheep, gathering His lambs, giving the _ well that is 
springing up.; let us sing unto it. Oh, the all-sufliciency 
of the Holy Ghost that dwells in us. May He bless this, 
perhaps our last coming together, to bring us more into 
unison with His own heart; and let a wave of divine 
blessing flow out from this meeting, for the refreshing 
of His own ! "The early morning is breaking" and Jesus 
stands on the shore. Tell it, tell it all around ! Disciples 
there know not "it is the Lord." Solemnly do I corro- 
borate the thought so set before us : it is the Lord's mes- 
sage to us, at the closing hour. May He keep our hearts, 
through these meetings, in communion with Himself, and 
to His blessed name be all praise r Amen, 

HOLD FAST THAT WHICH THOU IIAST. 
REV. iii. 11.—" Pchold, I comp quickly : hold that fast which thou 

bast, that no man take thy crown." 

11th. W. KELLY having read from the Philadelphian 
epistle, said:— 

I would add a thought or two as to some Scriptures of 
the Old as well as of the New Testament, which have 
been already before us. There is a striking coincidence 
in the facts of the word of God with the ways of God at 
this present moment. I daresay many may have been 
struck, and unable to account for the circumstance, and I 
remember when it exercised my own mind a great many 
years ago, that God should have given such a setting forth 
of: His grace, in the twenty-first of -Numbers, when they 
were, nearing the end of their journey. I think that we 
should have more readily thought of it at the beginning. 
But God is always wise. We may be exercised. He may 
bring in apparently a difficulty; but a difficulty overcome 
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by faith, in the mind of God, that has long been uncertain, 
when once apprehended, what a gain it is, not merely 
to our own souls, but for others, as leading into fresh con- 
fidence in, God and His word. And truly the word of 
God is a mighty thing, not merely for us, but for Him at 
this moment, a moment when Christendom is abandoning 
it, and when its leaders, blindly I am sure, and not know- 
ing what they do, are doing what they can to undermine 
it. 	His grace has caused that word to shine out in fresh 
power. I speak not only of the beauty of the word, but 
of its authority ; and this has a most weighty place. By 
it God Himself puts and keeps us in subjection to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

I would first ask, beloved brethren, whether we have 
not felt that which answers to it, that God has given 
the living power not merely of much in His word that 
we had not known, but also of fundamental truth that 
we knew imperfectly? Has He not given us back again 
the gospel, and that which is the fruit of receiving it? 
Not that He has poured out the Holy Ghost again, as 
some have wrongly asked at His hand, but most assuredly 
He has given us back the truth of it again. I do not 
speak now of individuals. It has been very properly said, 
that, when we are speaking of that which is the mind of 
the Lord, we must distinguish between that which is for 
His own glory, and for the church at the present stage 
of it, and His special guidance and working in individual 
souls. It would hinder a little misunderstanding of 
thoughts very precious in themselves, but very capable of 
being misused. It is the mind of the Lord at the present 
time to be forming and fashioning the Church as the 
Bride of Christ. It is his mind that we should be await- 
ing Him from heaven. But it, would be a very grave 
mistake to substitute that which is His will for the 
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individual for that which is His mind for the Church, 
It is the truth for us all—what the Church never should 
have forgotten ; but this does not in the least degree in- 
terfere with the particular work of the Spirit of God by 
each individual believer. 

Therefore, whether in the fishing or the feeding, ser- 
vants have each their place they in nowise supersede 
each other. When the heart is filled with Christ, the 
heart recovered to Himself personally, Himself as an 
object before us, and Himself in His moral discerning power 

for this is one of the most remarkable features of the 
way He reveals Himself to the Church in Philadelphia 
—are the fishers to be less simple, earnest, or devoted ? 
is the feeding to be relaxed ? The very opposite ! There 
is a heavenly impulse given to it. There is also a free- 
dom from excitement, a solidity and a separateness of 
character. Not a single want that is not met in the 
fulness of Christ. The love of Christ constrains. 

Knowledge puffed' up, love buildeth up. You cannot 
separate love rightly from the truth. This personal 
revelation of the Lord Jesus at the present moment—this 
use of truth, not as putting something between us and 
the Lord, but putting away all that separates—is what 
we must all have found not only our deepest joy, but our 
best security. 

Let me recall this word as a very solemn one. Do 
you think any are in such danger as the men of Phila- 
delphia? I do not find that such a sifting goe.s on 
elsewhere. But I do not believe that Philadelphia is 
gone. I believe that Laodicea is come, but that Phila- 
delphia is not gone, and will never go until the Lord 
Jesus comes; and that what He has set forth as a testi- 
mony, by revelation of His person, will never be rendered 
void. I do not believe that Philadelphia will go, but that 
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the souls that fall short of attachment to Christ there re- 
vealing Himself, will go, and that grace will bring others 
to fill up more worthily their place. Assuredly the 
grace of God which began will keep those that have been 
there and go on with Christ. 

But further, it may be well to observe that the most 
painful elements in the formation of Laodicea may well 
have had their place in Philadelphia, when faith failed 
and flesh gave place to satan. But if they were in Phila- 
delphia (or separation to Christ), they never were of it. 
They were such as never appreciated the testimony of 
Christ ; for my heart fully goes along with our beloved 
brother in the thought of the Lord having a present mind. 
I believe that, while something more has come we must 
not allow that which we have to slip from us, as it would 
if we were to get under the clouding depression that 
Philadelphia had so failed, that there is no longer now any 
thing of that character. I am saying this as a word of sup- 
plement. I believe this is on His mind, that those who 
are accounted of Philiadelpbia, surely not a mere question 
as to position but morally, do especially need His grace; for 
satan uses all his arts to deceive and injure them. Where 
the heart is with Him, there He is all to the heart. But 
you have not Christ thus unless the Lord has led you 
back into understanding of what His church is to Himself. 
The most remarkable features of the appeal to Phila- 
delphia suppose a knowledge of the truth and of grace 
found nowhere else. There must therefore be a very 
striking commentary within that Epistle. It is simply 
true. " Behold I come quickly." 

But we find that the Lord warns. " Hold that fast 
which thou last, that none take thy crown." Do we 
not know, beloved friends, that never were men more 
liable to be carried away by feelings, and to be caught 
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with novel teaching ? People outside do not believe it ; 
they think, if you see one, you know all ! We know a 
very different thing, and that as grace began the thing, so 
grace alone sustains and completes it ? If any people 
were liable to be moved, we are. The very fact of being 
alone with Christ, away from the various means of oc- 
cupying, I might say of entertaining, the saints of God (for 
what else could I call the excitement of gathering thou- 
sands, with the attraction of music, Sze.), makes us seem 
ungenial and ungracious in these clays of exposure to the 
efibrts of satan in ways most trying and delusive. Let 
us cleave to the evident truth of the.  Lord. It is a 
caution given to Philadelphia, more than to any other, 
" Hold that fast which thou bast, that no man take thy 
crown." It is hard for love to look unamiable ; but 
Christ should be beyond all to us, and His love is alone 
true. 

There are other reasons. This I would acid: if you look 
back over what the Lord has been doing, you find that 
when souls do slip away, it is rarely into Sardis, still 
more rarely into Thyatira, but Laodicea is the common 
direction into which those who fall from Philadelphia 
gravitate ; and there you have *that which is most pain- 
ful, nay, repulsive, to the Lord Jesus. Self-eomOacency 
of knowledge abounds, but Christ is outside the door. It is 
not lapsing from first love, it is far worse than that. It is 
incliPrence to Himself, with total lack of spiritual dis- 
cernment. What state is farther from the mind of God? 

Philadelphia, I believe, according to marks that to my 
mind are incontrovertible and sure, will be found when 
Christ comes. I believe that, as Sardis does not supercede 
Thyatira, the states abide; but through the infinite mercy 
of God, I see in Philadelphia the saints enter there as a 
question of Christ. It is not merely a true thing here or 
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there known, but the truth bound up with Christ is 
pprehended, and there on presented morally and in 

love. Now, this is in no way boastful. There is no man 
that is led by the Spirit and enters into the mind of 
the Lord, as regards the Church, but is ready not only 
to live for it, but to die for it; but Christ is nearer still, 
not merely this particular service or that rendered ; 
though God has been recovering the cream of the gospel, 
and puting it in quite another fulness. Who does not 
know now the controversy as to the righteouness of God 
The heart of each of us owes much to the recovery of that 
truth at the end. 

Another thing it is well to bear in mind, for it is as 
important for God's glory as for the saints. Christ leaves 
room for all liberty and variety ; for where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty. We must not set one thing up 
against another. Evangelising is a special power, and the 
Lord calls upon us, as we are enabled, to spread the 
gospel, and not to teach only. We may be called to 
correct and be corrected, but our place, I am persuaded, 
is one of freedom and respensibility i hidividual service. 
So the apostle, in exhorting Timothy as to Ole last days, 
bids him do "the work of an evangelist." Nor can any 
who are not evangelists duly enter into the feelings or 
appreciate the mode of that work. 

" I have a few names even in Sardis ;" and suppose any 
of these came ; suppose they misunderstand those who 
do not happen to be in their own circle, and apt to be 
fault-finding if not captious, would it not be humbling for 
those who are blessed to be of 	by their remarks 
If the Lord has borne much from us in many ways, and 
yet has shown the fulness of His grace, brought out in 
the greatness of His love, we too are called to answer to 
His mind : and what is it ? There are many saints that 
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pine for a better knowledge of His truth, and desire to 
enjoy the presence of the Lord, who is very dear to 
them. We know that whatever He may give to some, 
in His abounding grace, the true way to enjoy His pres- 
ence is, according to His word, to be where saints gather 
to His name ; there His Spirit works freely. 

He says to the angel of Philadelphia,--"Thou bast kept 
My word, and not denied my name." I should feel it was 
making His word of none effect if we allowed that there 
was the same enjoyment of the presence of the Lord 
where His name was not the centre, and His word not 
maintained. He has brought out His truth in such 
activity that those who would follow Him fully now are 
called into the place of Philadelphia, to know Him who 
is holy, Him who is true, to bold fast His word,. and not 
deny His name. Other things have conic in. The most 
evil departure with good. and bad together leads us 
in it. We -would never forget that is what grows until 
Christ comes. We may let go that which we have,---may 
we hold it fast. May it be true of us, " That no man 
take thy crown." 

The trials will be fierce and fresh. There are constant 
dangers and constant difficulties. Only one object keeps, 
as well as awakens, while in this world, and that is Christ ; 
but there must be self-judgment, weighing truth and 
judging self solemnly, in order to communion. So only 
can we have Christ's power in our weakness resting on us. 
Who or what will make more completeshipwreck than 
the attempt to take such truth as this up in a mental way ? 
Persons that seemed Philaddphians when they started, 
where are they now ? Yet I have no such thought as 
that Philadelphia will end before Christ comes, though 
individuals may' come or vanish. It isprecisely this which 
is so serious. We are on a ground where nothing can 
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sustain us but the Christ who led us there. The word 
without the Spirit of God always ends in intellectualism, 
Sandemanianism, or rationalism ; as the Spirit without. 
Christ goes into fanaticism for a while, and fleshly form 
in the end. What avails to offer the brightest visions pos-. 
sible of the church ? Better have Christwith self-judgment. 
The grace toward the end of the journey teaches us how 
He recovers. The Lord at the beginning, and before the 
beginning of the Church, gave us these very words,— 
" %ere two or three are gatherea together in my name 
there am I in the midst." Did He not contemplate our 
need at the end ? Faith in them and Him thus really 
forms Philadelphia. I do not believe that we shall be 
ever driven to isolation, though desire after union will 
never keep us together—nothing but the power of His 
name. There may be a thinning of numbers instead 
of that increase which some complain of. Al1 but Christ 
will fail, that no flesh shall glory in His presence. 

There is another word, and a weighty one. " The 
Spirit and the Bride." The Holy Ghost has had His 
active presence and power confessed ; it is a great thing 
to the Lord Jesus that the One sent down from heaven 
to glorify Rim be owned, and this too in our proper 
nearness to Christ. 

It is not that He does not bless where this is not so ; 
but there is an immense difference between those that are 
merely blest by preaching and prayer, and those that own 
the Spirit's presence and action. in the assembly also. 
For my part 1 see, in verse 10, an intimation that there 
will be the expression of it going on until the end. Saints 
will be together, and licit breaking up into mere units— 
" The Spirit and the Bride say, Come." I do not say that 
all that ought have really the intelligence of the place ; 
but there are those who do cleave to Christ thus by the 
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grace of God, who prize it above all things here, and that 
because it is the grace of Christ. 

The Spirit and the Bride say, Come. It is the due 
answer to the voice of the Lord Jesus who is coming. 
It is His word that gives the ground to faith : such His 
grace will keep ; keeping together, too, those who have 
kept the word of His patience. Where He is, He not only 
produces liberty, but sense of unity. It would be a most 
painful thing, and disheartening to our faith, for those 
for whom the Lord hid interposed—separating them to 
His name if they must think that all that is found 
henceforth would be merely Laodicea. Let none think 
so. 	Sardis will go on to the end, and Thyatira. But it is 
solemn enough and searching truth for us, and for others, 
I repeat, that while Philadelphia is not gone, Laodicea 
has come ! 

There is one other mercy we have to thank Him 
for,—that as we know what it is to be of Philadelphia 
in His place, so there are souls in this very place who 
were once impregnated with evil,yea, leaders of Laodicea,. 
If the worldly-minded slip into Laoclicea, God is working 
to bring out of • it also, and into Philadelphia; just a.s 
those who become more simply set for Christ must do. 
May our Lord, beloved brethren, both warn, our souls 
and at the same time encourage our hearts, for His 
name sake. Amen. 

GOD FOR US TO THE VERY END. 

MR. CHARLES STANLEY read from NUMBERS xxii. 1-6 
and then said 

WE see in this chapter the last mafch and the lastpitching 
of the tents of Israel on this side Jordan. 

The Lord has laid it on our hearts that what He is 



GOD FOR US TO THE VERY END, 

speaking to us now, He is speaking at the close of the 
journey, and there are principles here brought out that 
seem to me encouraging to our hearts at this moment. 
The intense opposition of satan was seen at the end or 
the journey, immediately before Israel passed into Canaan. 
The policy and craft of satan were seen, and it was at the 
close of Israel's history that Balaam was hired against the 
people of the Lord. But the eye of Jehovah was upon 
him, and the eye of the. Lord is on His people now. At 
the close of the journey GOD is FOR us. If we look at 
this very moment, this precise period of Israel's journey, 
we shall see, in Deuteronomy 	there the Lord coin- 
ing down reproving, rebuking, and declaring to them their 
departure from Himself. I receive every word our be- 
loved brother, who has just sat down, has said to us. It 
is our Deuteronomy. It is not for our own worthiness 
that God is for us. We have failed. We will bear 
timely rebuke, because at the close of our journey. But 
was there ever a time when God so wrought for His 
chosen ? God was so infinitely above the apprehension 
or intention of the people, that if you go down to the 
plains of Moab you find the whole of the congregation in 
ignorance of what was transpiring on the heights above. 

The opposition of al am was very much of the char- 
acter we have to encounter now. It was on the Jannes 
and James' principle, a perfect imitation, with its seven 
altars, oxen, and rams, but it was the intense opposition 
of satan behind all. Let us not be ignorant, that the 
opposition is not merely of Balaam, of Moab, of the world, 
it is not merely of man; but we have come to the last 
days, we have come to the trials when that which pro- 
fesses to be of God is most intense in its opposition, but 
behind the whole is satan, who knows we are about to 
enter the glory ; and whilst we bow to the rebuke—the 
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voice of the Lord unto us----let us rise up to the blessed 
fact, it was at that time, when Israel knew nothing abollt 
it, that God was for them and with them. Was there ever 
a more glorious vindication of His people ? Oh, what 
were Israel in God's sight ! The righteousness of God 
shines out—God the Justifier. It is Christ that died, yea 
rather, that is risen again. He has suffered for our sins, 
the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God. 
He has glorified God. Oh, that foundation ground. 
The Holy Ghost is with la. Notwithstanding all our 
failures I take courage, beloved brethren ; if this be our 
last march,.if this be our last assembling together, let us 
carry it home with us that God is for us ! 

Let me read a few words that God may use in 
strengthethng the heart of His people. Let even Balaam 
speak. God will make even them that are of the syna- 
gogue of satan to come and do homage at the feet of 
His weak ones. After all their failures, their stiff-neeked- 
ness, He says (0 blessed be the Lord it is true for us to- 
day) ".How goodly axe thy ;tents, 0 Jacob, and thy 
tabernacles, 0 Israel As the valleys are they spread 
forth, as gardens by the river's side, as the trees of lign 
aloes which the Lord hath planted, and as cedar trees 
beside the waters." Numbers xxiv. 5. The Lord send 
us to our homes with these, His thoughts-about the assem- 
blies He has planted on the earth. In His sight they are 
as gardens. If our leaf is not as green, the River is 
the same. The Holy Ghost is the same. May that well 
of water spring up ! May we awake to the sense of what 
His saints are in God's account ! "As trees of lign aloes 
which the Lord hath planted." Do you know the sweet 
perfume of the lign aloes ? that there is no wood more 
fragrant ? Do you know what the saints are to God ? Do 
you know Ibis thoughts of every assembly ? These are 
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His thoughts—and His thoughts after all our failures. 
His thoughts at the close of the journey, and more than 
these. " As cedar trees beside the waters," 0 what power 
the soul has if the Holy Ghost abide in him 0 what 
power for good in the assemblies winch the Holy Ghost, 
maintains here for Christ ! And yet we look at• our- 
selves as if we were not here 

" He shall pour the water out of the buckets." May 
God use every saint present in pouring out the living 
waters ! He is with us still God is for us. Do not, for 
a moment, suppose there is a clash in the ministry of the 
word by His Spirit.. We need every word, and may God by 
His Spirit fix it in our hearts ! He is with us. Go forth, 
my brethren, as buckets the Lord has filled. May God 
do it, and do it by all, to the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

THE GOD OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST AND 
THE FATHER OF MERCIES.—(J. E. BATTEN.) 

2 Con. i. 

THEUE is, beloved brethren, a revelation from God, of 
Himself made to us, in His Son—and of the relation in 
which we stand by grace through Him. I call attention to 
it as being beyond all His works in creation—and the most 
wonderful testimony we find in the Word of God. From 
first to last it is what overtops everything else. It is a 
revelation of God Himself, and by the only One who was 
competent to declare God the Father, and that is the Son 
of His bosom. 

Clearly there must be a ministry suited to such a 
revelation—as there was in olden times, one by Moses, 
through patterns, and shadows, and types. Up to those 
days we are familiar with failure and immediate judg. 
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meats in the world before the flood, but the resources which 
God had. in Himself were infinite,  and far abounding over 
sin and the deluge. All pointed to the Son, and the eye 
of faith rested on the coming One, whether told of by 
type, or prophecy, or promise—it was the Son of God. 
This is not now where we are, but it is well to refer to 
such, in order to see bow careful God is, that not a jot, 
or tittle should fail of all that he has purposed for the 
glory of Christ. 

As for example, in verses 19 and 20 of this chapter, 
"The Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among 
you by us, by me and Silvanus and Thnotheus, was not 
yea and nay, but in Him was yea. For 	the promises 
of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, 'into the glory 
of God by us." He secures all blessings to the seed, by 
their redemption, and gathers up all the promises of 
Jehovah, and fulfills them in Himself, whether they be 
promises substantiated by covenant, or whether God gave 
out His thought by patterns,for "My thoughts are not your 
thoughts," saith the God of Israel, and bow could He then 
give out His thoughts to men ? He says, " I will bring 
my ways and thoughts down to their own level, and take 
up that which they are acquainted with, to teach them." 
What a striking example of this, both by colours and 
metals, was "the ark of the covenant and the covering 

" A wonderful moment for Moses when be was en- 
trusted with the pattern, and equally so to Bezaleel, who 
constructed it, and overlaid it all with pure gold, and the 
rings for the staves in its joumeyings. : How marvellous 
was the journey—they put in the staves to bear that 
whose proper place was the holiest of all, and the journey 
was begun ! That is not promise, it is not covenant, but it 
is promise and covenant substantiated in the Ark, by the 
Mercy seat, and the Chernbims of glory. 
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Look at the love of God in seeking to make Himself 
known and understood, by the Tabernacle of witness ; and 
to show them the way by which they were to all 
Him, for He says, "I have come down to dwell with you, 
and be your help. I have given Bezaleel wisdom and 
understanding or it could never have been done." God 
took the whole of the arrangeiilents into His own hand 
from first to last. " I must declare Myself." In the 
governmental ways of Cod, it repented Him that He had 
made man upon the earth, and He destroyed it; but I 
musts  accept the covenant of the bow in the cloud over 
Noah's bead, or I shall not understand God in these new 
lessons of faith and grace. The end of all flesh is come be- 
fore Him in righteous judgment, but He will go along with 
man on the earth in virtue " of the sweet-savour-sacrifice 
on Noah's altar." When all that world broke down with 
which God was connected as the Creator, God took His 
new place in the midst of His people Israel, before the 
Ask of the Covenant, to seek out a resting place for them. 
In all their journeyings He went before them, and in their 
haltings and encampments the Tabernacle became a 
sacred enclosure for the Ark of the Covenant, as their 
centre of present and abiding blessing. They had to 
learn by these patterns and pledges of His love, how God 
delighted in His. Israel. Precious lesson ! 

I want to show how God ever delights to go along with 
His people. It is not only God for us. It is His delight 
to journey with His chosen, and to bring them into com- 
munion with His thoughts—His mind—His ways ; and 
so yOU will find all the path through the wilderness, God 
was true to the Ark of the Covenant in the midst of His 
people,—even their raiment waxed not old. The good- 
ness and faithfulness of Jehovah were thus in keeping 
with the Ark of the Covenant, which the sons of Aaron 
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bore upon their shoulders, before the eyes of the people, 
under the leadership of Moses, through the desert. 

When the time was come fax Joshua to take the com- 
mand and lead them over Jordan into Canaan, the power 
and glory of God were necessarily superadded to His 
goodness and faithfulness. The waters of Jordan rolled 
back as a heap before "the Ark of the Covenant of the 
God of the whole earth," when it would pass by that 
way, and the walls of Jericho fell down flat: who could 
question the power of Jehovah ? At the close of olio 
holy wars of Israel, God put another seal to His faithful- 
ness, for He hearkened to the voice of a man, and the 
sun stood still upon Gibeon, and the moon in the valley of 
Ajaion, until the people had avenged themselves of their 
enemies. And it came to pass as they fled before Israel 
that the Lord cast down great  sfones from heaven upon 
them, and they died; more died with hailstones than they 
whom the children of Israel slew with the sword. Never 
was there a day like it before or after that the Lord 
hearkened to the voice of a man, for the Lord fought for 

The rod of Moses is gone, and power is seen in 
the hand of God, and the captain of the Lord's host. 

Is He changed ? No, beloved. God goes on in His 
own path ; and His power is but clearing the way for 
His glory to dwell in the land of Immanuel; for the staves 
which were put into the rings of the Ark of the Covenant 
to bear it withal in Exodu,s' times were drawn out when 
the priests brought it into His place, "to the oracle of the 
house, into the most holy place, even under the wings of 
the cherubim." In the days of Bezaleel they put in the 
staves, and commenced their pilgrimage with Jehovah ; 
but in the reign of Solomon, when God had given the 
people rest, "the glory of the Lord had filled the house 
of God," and they drew out the staves of the Ark; and 
there it is unto this day. 
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But who is He that shall take type oti of type—pat- 
tern out of pattern—promise out, of promise yea, and 
prophecy out of prophecy ? What is His name, and what 
is His Son's name, if thou canst tell? Who is He that 
shall embody all these in Himself, and for the glory of 
God, and for the blessing of His people, by His birth, by 
His death, by His resurrection, and His second coming 

The power and the glory of God had alike displayed 
themselves in Jerusalem, by the destruction of the Adoni# 
zedic confederation under Joshua, through the hailstones, 
and afterwards in rest and peace by Solomon. 

Leaving behind us at this point the ways of Jehovah 
in the history of Israel, let us look at the place in Beth- 
lehem where the young child lay. The Son born was 
introduced—the One on whom every hope and expecta- 
tion of covenanted blessing hung for faith • the Man of 
God's counsels and purposes before the world gas; the 
bearer of all our wretchedness ; the bringer-in of glad- 
ness ; and made sin for us who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Him. What 
was the state of the world when He came ? It was in the 
fulness of the time God sent forth His Son, and with this 
view let us look at the Gospel history. 

Do you not delight to see in the various records of all 
the evangelists that blessed One ? What is the value 
and glory of the life of Christ to God and to us, as we see 
the Son of man acknow] edged and greeted from the heavens 
by the Father himself ? Who can carry God's thoughts out 
of counsel and pattern in which He put them ? Who, but 
the Son of His love, who was the One with Him in counsel, 
and now in operation I I look at the cross of Christ ; are 
not the sacrificial types taken, out of pattern there 
Assuredly, and confirmed in that death. If I look at 
His life : how was He born into this world ? was it not as 
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" the appointed Heir of all things—the Son of God—Son of 
Adam—Son of Abraliam—and as Son of David? " "Where 
is He that is born King of the Jews," say they who fol-§ 
lowed the star. But the Messiah was rejected in those 
rights and titles ; nevertheless He tells His disciples, 
" There be some of you standing here that shall not taste 
of death till they see the Son of man coming in His king- 
dom." 

The Ark, when carried into its place in the temple, had 
nothing in it save the two tables, which hoses put there- 
in at Horeb, when the Lord made a Covenant with the 
children of Israel. It waited for its fulfilment and mani- 
festation, tillHe should come, of whom it was written in 
the volume of the Book, "Lo I come ; I delight to do Thy 
will, 0 my God; yea, Thy Law is within my heart." 

What is the spot on earth, which this Jehovah-Jesus 
makes His starting point? The Lord had spoken by His 
prophet, "Out of Egypt have I called My Son"—and in 
Matthew we follow Han from thence, into the river of Jor- 
dan, where aforetime the typical Ark stood firm, till all had 
passed over—but now He to whom this Ark pointed, 
identifies Himself with his forerunner and the repentant 
remnant, and. supersedes all in the title of " the fulfiller of 
all righteousness." The voice from heaven—the Spirit of 
God, descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him-- 
show what a new beginning this was between the heavens 
and. the earth, as centred in this Jesus-Messiah. The 
whole power of the devil, and his temptations in the 
wilderness, do but turn it into a fruitful field, for the 
opened eye. Jesus "saith to him, Get thee hence, seam" 

The wilderness, Jordan, and the land of Israel, prove 
who He is that was passing through, presenting Himself 
and the Kingdom. In chapter xvii,, He goes up into the 
holy mount, for the highest place is His, to take in 
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righteous title as the obedient One. Bat He must die, 
to carry others in, where Inc alone could go. There Was 
a moment of silence between the heavens and the earth, 
so to speak. By His birthright, and as the obedient 
Servant, in wondrous ways, He had won everything in 
righteousness, that Israel and Solomon had forfeited by 
sin, so that the Voice on Tabor acredited Him "as My 
Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased," when He re- 
ceived from God the Fathci honour and glory. He left 
the rights and titles of the kingdom, for another day and 
from the excellent glory, He accepted His decease at 
Jerusalem, and came down to die that He night accom- 
plish our redemption, and take His place as second Adam 
at the right hand of God, where He now is. 

Tabor is changed for Mount Calvary, and the throne of 
David for the Cross, and the royal sceptre for the reed. 
He goes forth as a lamb to the slaughter, and what love to 
us that- death declares! Now raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father ! what an object He becomes for =- 
hearts to rest in, who loved us unto death. Those who 
in simple faith will follow Him as disciples, must need 
travel by His cross. That wonderful group of chapters 
in the middle of John's gospel is on this account peculiarly 
ours. They will not belong to people in the millennium. 
We are told of the delight in which the Son came down 
to reveal the Father, and the delight of the Father in that 
well beloved Son, a man down here: I have spoken of 
Him as having gone away but to prepare a place for us, 
as His own---who are not of this world. Our place on 
earth corresponds .necessarily with our position in the 
heavens with Christ, and likewise with the purpose 
and objects of the Holy Ghost, which He seeks to carry 
out practically in us by divine operation. If Paul be 
faithful to the testimony of our Lord, (for example) 
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what place could he be found in but a prison below, as 
agreeing with his Lord in heavenly glory. So also, 
Stephen the martyr below, in testimony to the Victor 
above You will see now why I have read this chapter in 
Corinthians, that you might know what fellowship with 
Christ is, in His rejection, and in present sufferings, as iden- 
tified in testimony with His present glory. Are you afraid 
to look at tribulation now with Christ for the truth's sake ? 
or with the revelation God has made of Himself, and 
of His mind to us as the Father of mercies, and God 
of all comfort ? Take care that our afflictions spring from 
the right cause, and do not lose their lustre and character, 
as the afflictions of Christ, the proper fruit in this epistle, 
of following Christ ? It is not the ordinary trouble and 
afflictions of the wilderness I speak of, but 1  we which live, 
are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake? 

Beloved, are we alive to the fact that God has come 
out in a new revelation, and in new relations to His saints, 
and made good to those who will accept and share 
this pathway of His Son. It is a new path, in which you 
are called to honour the Father of mercies and the God of 
all comfort. It leads not to prosperity on earth like 
Solomon, but to the Gross, and the abounding consolations 
of Christ ? I have to carry about in my body the dying 
of Jesus, that all may be kept down in me that would be 
counter to that death ; lest the flesh should escape, and 
by means of its desires, &c., give a handle to the devil. 

I will quote one or two things familiar to you in 
this epistle. 

Not only is it God for us, but our present circumstances 
contribute to us, for "our light affliction, which is but 
for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory." See how He turns everything 
to account. Everything will work out fuller glory if you 



THE FATHER OF MERCIES. 	 57 

will only go down by obedience to the Father and in 
communion with Christ into the place of death. In 
chapter eight you will find how He uses Christ as known 
to us by the word in the power of the Holy Ghost to 
produce what is like Christ. We ought to press it home. 
It is not only coming relations with the eternal glory, and a 
revelation about God the Father and the Son of His love, 
but each and all in the precious and divine activity of 
this living love are brought now into this combination and 
wought out in these afflictions for Christ in us. If he 
wants to cultivate the grace of giving, be counts upon the 
grace of Christ in their hearts, and so tells them----" You 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He 
was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor, that ye 
through His poverty might be rick" Is there a heart 
here to-day could refuse it What does He do to bring 
out the grace of giving ? He is presenting Christ ! He 
does not do it by compulsion or duty, but " you know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ." He is not expecting less 
of us; on the contrary, the Spirit knows bow to touch our 
affections. Where is there a heart which does not own the 
constraining love of Christ ? Under this power its best and 
truest affections will respond to Christ. Let the state of 
any heart be what it may, I know of nothing that will 
reach that heart and touch it but the presenting of Christ. 
Shall I be the contradiction of what He was ? Shall I be  
a false representation on this earth of what my blessed 
Lord was ? Suppose Paul wants to correct the self- 
importance of the flesh, he does so by seeking to cultivate 
the gentleness of Christ, or suppose these Connthians 
were guilty of the folly of comparing themselves with 
themselves and one with another. " You are not wise," 
he tells them, and brings Christ into their midst. if I 
compare myself with another, the flesh would make it my 
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advantage so to do. The gentleness of Christ or any 
other excellence which marked Him humbles us all down 
to the dust. You know Christ, or you are not a Christian 
at all. You know the meekness of Christ. This meek- 
ness and gentleness would be disqualifications in the pro- 
gress of this world and its objects, but in the Church this 
gentleness of Christ is the riband of blue, and is connected 
with your whole vocation. It is not by telling me to adorn 
the doctrine that it is furthered in me, but bythepresenta- 
tion of Christ to the heart, I cannot refuse that Christ, 
and the Spirit is free to cultivate or supply to us the very 
grace that may be deficient or lacking: Will you be the 
subjects as well as the objects of these wonderful mani- 
festations ? Paul himself going along through this world 
not only gets the consolation, but he is able to comfort 
others, and the grace by which he comforts others is for 
us to use to-day in everything here, afflictions, tribulations, 
working out a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. 

I have to do with a new standard of computation, and if 
you compare losses and gains with things that are eternal, 
you will have a new principle of arithmetic, I am quite 
sure. The debtor and creditor side will get reversed,— 
so also, by what reckonings will you estimate things seen 
unless it be with things that are not seen? 

Nor will the apostle finish this epistle without malchig 
satan himself tributary to l x , and a positive gain. 
" There was given unto me a thorn in the flesh, the 
messenger of satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted 
above measure." 

I am indebted to him for the thorn in the' flesh. It is 
the only epistle where you will find absolute weakness is 
readhed and counted indispensable that the grace of Christ 
may be found out and proved in its sufficiency. "I talc° 
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pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake." I would not 
be without them for anything. I have found out a new 
pleasure by means of infirmities, and have reached the 
power of Christ. By strength shall no mx an. prevail-- 
weakness is my fortune. We preach the power of Christ, 
and we preach the grace of Christ—though He were 
crucified by weakness He liveth by the power of God, and 
the apostle refused every other path. It opens resurrec- 
tion to us as the way out with Christ into the future glory. 
The Lord make this epistle wonderfully clear and marvel- 
lously dear to us. That as true-hearted and willing disci- 
ples we may follow a rejected Christ, taking up the 
afflictions of Christ so that the consolations of Christ 
may abound. In this course we shall find nothing 
but things around contributing to work out for us, a far 
more exceeding, and eternal weight of glory. Living in the 
power of things not seen and eternal, and bearing about in 
the body the dying of Jesus, we shall be reaching absolute 
weakness through it, that the life also of Jesus may be 
manifest in our mortal body. " For me to live is Christ," 
will thus not only be a text, but find its personification-- 
to the glory and praise of the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort. 

THE HEART BREAKING OVER ONE TRUTH. 

SAD it is that the heart should ever be dull and cold ; 
but oh, its stupidity, its lifelessness, its distance from the 
atmosphere of the Canticles, is known and felt every day; 
the shallowness and narrowness of the flowings of the 
Spirit through us are well understood in the secret of the 
soul within us. 

I am not sure that we have not been a little hasty after 
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knowledge, and the soul in its search has not been given 
pace to pour itself out over the word with of 	de- 

sire. Better to break the heart over one truth than get 

many truths in the mind. But you may not be so sen- 
sitive of this as I am. 

Your retirement has its privations, but it has its many 
holy advantages also. But, indeed, we know also the 
high blessedness of speaking of the precious word of God, 
and were it not for the contendings of wretched carnal 
affection, the joy of such occuption would be unmixed. 
But oh, the vanity, the strife, the disorder, that the flesh 
casts up ! 

THE VALLEY OF BACA MADE A WELL. 

" WHO passing through the valley of Baca, made it a well 
(Ps. ixxxiv. 6). The valley of Baca is a place of sorrow 
and humiliation, but one of blessing also. To Paul it was 
the thorn in the flesh—something that made him despi- 
cable in his ministry to the Galatians. It was truly 
humbling, and called forth from him a thrice-repeated 
prayer. But when he heard God say, "My grace is suffi- 
cient for thee," he no longer pleaded for its removal. No; 
he rather gloried in his infirmity, that the power of God 
might be known. This was the place of blessing to Paul: 
he found it a well. The valley of Baca was turned into 
a spot of untold intimacy and nearness to God. With 
some of us this valley may be the loss of that nearest our 
hearts or the thwarting of the will—something that wilt 
humble us; but it is a place of Messing. We get far more 
refreshing from the painful than the plemant things. 
The valley of Baca is made a well. Of which of your 
pleasant things can you say, " Make it a well ? " The 
refreshment and the blessing came from that which has 
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pained us, humbled,us, emptied us of self. This is God's 
way of showing us what He is; and so, in passing as 
through the valley of Baca, He makes it a well. 

So we real in 1Thessolonians v., " In everything give 
thanks." How is this to• be done ? Did Paul give 
thanks for the thorn—the very thing he supposed would 
hinder hi usefulness ? Not whilst looking at the thing 
itself: it was only when his eye was fixed on the heart and 
the hand that had done it. There are many things in 
themselves that we cannot give thanks for—the snapping 
of the cord nearest the heart, or the cutting to pieces of 
that our affections are set upon, We must see the love 
that has ordered it, and the hand that has appointed it; 
and then we can give thanks. 

" The rain also Hall the pools." The Lord can make 
springs in the desert to meet His people's need, or send 
down rain from heaven to supply their wants. He 
knows neither difficulties nor impossibilties: to lean. upon 
Him is undisturbed security. He will bring His people 
safely through every trial ; and every fresh victory should 
increase the strength of their confidence in Him. 

OUR SHIELD. 

" BEHOLD, 0 God, our shield, and look upon the face of 
thine Anointed." In every sorrow God is our shield. Oh! 
but some may say, "My sorrow is brought on by my 
sin." Sad it should be so But even then we can say, 

Look upon the face of thine Anointed." God can al- 
ways look upon His Son with delight: He is ever well- 
pleased in Him ; and we can plead what Christ is. There 
is no position a saint can be in but that be may go to God 
for help. No ; although b is very sorrow is the fruit of 
his sin; and there is no ether way of getting rid of your 
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sin and out of your sorrow but by going to Ged, and hid- 
ing yourself behind His Anointed. You may not choose 
say, Look upon me ; but you can ever say " Look upon the 
face of thine Anointed. Christ is your only shelter. He 
is a covert in every storm,---ali ! even that which your 
own failure has brought upon you. There is no getting 
back to God but by hiding yourself in Christ—taking 
shelter behind Him. 

There is just one other word about the way, and I have 
done. Now, what are your ways ? "What is your walk 

the way to the place you are going to ? Is it in keep- 
ing with the character of the house ? Are your ways 
suited to the home God has prepared for you ? Are you 
so behaving yourselves as to rejoice in the thought that 
this world is crumbling ? Is the hope of the Lord's com- 
ing your daily delight ? Does it influence you in the ten 
thousand details of your every-day life ? Or are you so 
walking hand in hand with the world that the very 
thought of His coining fills you with shame ? May the 
Lord grant you grace to take heed of your ways ! May 
you walk well-pleming in His sight, caring more for His 
glory than your own ease " No good thing 	He 
withhold from them that walk uprightly." "Blessed is 
the man that trusteth in Jehovah." 

IN THE CURRENT OF THE SPIRIT. 

AcTs xvli. 16 to end. 

BURTON,-I read this to bring before us, by a first- 
class example, how we, " made partakers of His grace 
ought to be occupied, and if so occupied, what the effect 
will be—without effort, but naturally. There is nothing 
like the effects of true Christianity and true Christian 
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bearing that is without effort. The activity of nature is 
quite another thing. The first thing we litt;m before us, 
leading up to these results, is that Paul and Silas had 
been commended to their work by the pray em 
Church. It is not that they asked for them, or even 
sought for them in their minds, but it was entirely the 
thought of the assembly itself. Why ? Because Paul 
and Silas were in the current of the Spirit, and so was 
the assembly. There had been a contention between 
Paul and 'area as. The contention had been so sharp 
between them that they parted company, and Paul chose 
Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren 
unto the grace of God.; and lie went through Syria and 
(Moja, confirming the Churches. Then we find they 
were forbidden by the lloly Ghost to preach the word in 
Asia ; afterwards they essayed to go to Bithynia, but the 
Spirit suffered them not. 

How blessedly they were in the bands of the Spirit. 
They arrive in result at Philippi ; and being there not 
doing any great things; we find Paul, what some people 
would consider wasting his time, outwardly doing nothing, 
to human eyes looking about him: in truth, howevei, 
waiting on the Lord. If the servant of the Lord is going 
to do great things, he.  must be found in' a quiet piace. 
Whenever anything great is going to occur, there is away; 
the calling aside beforehand. 

First he met Lydia; that was no great thing appa- 
rently. They went on the Sabbath out of the city by a 
river side, where prayer was wont to be made,--the right 
course to take,—and slake unto the women that, resorted 
thither. The Lord opened the heart of Lydia, that She 
attfendrid unto the things which were spoken of Paul. 
A vary small beginning. Do you think the apostle knem 
the work had begun Well, if he did not, one did. The 
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Lord knew ; the spirit of Python knew ; satan knew 
the work had begun, and satan wanted to be in it. It 
was a wonderful thing, and a great thing for men of like 
passions with us. They became the detectives of satan 
at oiled. Not merely the detectives of satan as satan, 
but in respect of the work of God the Holy Ghost at the 
time. If satan had not been met by the Apostle when 
he was, there is not the smallest doubt that all the work 
would have been broken up. Where would Lydia have 
been ? Mere would the jailor have been ? What a re- 
markable and blessed thing the ability by the Spirit to 
detect the working of the enemy in its infancy. Paul 
was very little occupied with evil he did not give the 
evil time to get ahead. Mat a blessed thing it is for the 
servant of the Lord when be meets it at once and has 
done with it. It came in at once. "These are the ser- 
vants of the Most High God who show unto us the way 
of salvation." What is the consequence of faithfulness in 
respect of satan ? Before they had time to look about 
them they are cast into prison. 

Do you think the apostle did not have an inkling of 
what might happen on exposing the enemy ? There 
was Paul and Silas bound, their backs scored, their feet 
fast in the stocks in the innermost prison. That is the 
resuit of meeting satan. Where is all that to end now ? 
The spokesman for the gospel—his feet fast in the stocks, 
and kept fast by a man who was determined to keep him 
Fast—it was his duty, having received such a charge. 
Well in the middle of the night, when they might have 
been bewailing their predicament, Paul and Silas were 
praying and singing praises to God, and the prisoners 
were listening to them. Praying and praising ! what 
each temple of the Holy Ghost ought to be doing, no 
matter what the circumstances. We have much to pray 
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for always. We shall never be without occasion for 
praise. What a blessed occupation for the individual 
soul, and for the Church at large. Praying and praising 
is. the gospel in itself to those that hear it. What has 
such effect on the unconverted soul is to see a soul or a 
co mpany, entirely independent of circuni's knees, and 
everything else, recognising God in the circumstances, 
and praising Him notwithstanding the circumstances. 

The confidence expressed in praying and praising haF 
its effect, upon others. All the prisoners were wide awake 
hearing them. It is a blessed thing to go forth with the 
gospel of God. And what an effect that, if you are 
simply doing as you ought to be doing—viz., praying and 
praising—the prisoners' ears are opened ! Every uncon- 
verted man is a prisoner. We were all in that state. 
But the praying and praising has not the slightest effect 
on the jailor. We all have to do with souls, and some- 
thing more than praying and praising it must be for 
some souls, who seem to be free, and many even the 
custodians of others. This soul had to be met in its 
peculiar need and hardness. God met it. He shook the 
foundation of the prison—took the ground from under 
his feet. 

All this is the effect of our going in the current of the 
Spirit, and God working by the Holy Ghost, nothing so 
blessed for the servants, as being used of God instru- 
mentally and knowing it. God then does not refuse to 
shake the foundations of the prison, and the result is 
irresistible. We afterwards find the rulers brought 
down to the feet of these two men of might. The Lord 
by His grace open our eyes to follow in their footsteps. 
Amen. 
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REMARKS ON HAGGAI. 
Haggai 1. and ii. 1-9. 

VI r get in these Scriptures a beautiful combination of the 
three things which have been brought before us---(1,) the 
call to consider our ways ; (2,) God with us ; and (3,) the 
comfort. Is not the secret of all the trouble at the present 
moment, "You run every one to his own house, and the 
house of the Lord lieth waste " ? Self and its concerns 
occupy the heart. How fax is it self with us ? How fax 
have Christ and the Church the place really that is due 
to Him ? How far is there readiness to die for the saints ? 
lEfow far is the heart affected by the state of things 
around as ? Alas, as in Paul's day, so it is now, "all seek 
their own, not the things that ,are Jesus Christ's." But 
if in any measure the Lord has given the feeblest or the 
youngest some sense of what the Church is in relation to 
Christ, what it was at the starting (Pentecost), what it is 
now, there must be sorrow as to the state of things around 
us, though we also get into the place of comfort. 

The comfort in Haggai to those who had seen the 
Lord's house in her first glory was, " the desire of all 
nations shall come, and I will fill this House with glory, 
saith the Lord of Hosts." " The glory of this latter 
House shall be greater than of the former, saith the Lord 
of Host," and this is our comfort now, we are waiting to 
see Christ and the Church in perfect beauty like Christ 
in the glory. And if Christ and the Church are by the 
Spirit of God given a place in our souls, Christ in the 
glory of His Church on. earth, and we know something of 
a narrowing spirit became of the state of the Church 
below, "God is for us," "Cod is with us," is a real vantage 
ground. He says, a r am with you," "My Spirit re- 
maineth among you, -Fun ye not." Be it that it is all 
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feebleness and weakness, the comfort is that the desire of 
all nations shall come. He is coming and we are on the 
eve of His coming. 

The situation in Haggai is "the returned people out of 
Babylon," answering much to the position in which we 
are found together; and the word of the Lord to us is, 
" Consider your ways." As we answer to his call He 
bids us "fear not," saying, "I am with you?' The exhor- 
tation to "be strong" was founded upon His being with 
the people. Divine strength is only found in the path of 
Christs interests. The people were exhorted to " be 
strong and work," to 'ego up to the mountain and bring 
wood and build the house." Now it is Christ and the 
Church, nothing narrower. The whole body of Christ on 
earth. The Lord grant we may see the wonderful place 
He has given us in relation to Himself, and answer to it 
while we are in the dust before Him, as to the practical 
state of things to-day. 

THE LOVE OF THE FATHER AND OF CHRIST. 
Lecture on John xvii. 26, by Mr. J. B. Stoney, 

IN John's Epistle we read that the youngest class of 
believers know the Father. Scripture does not recognize 
the believers in a lower place than knowing the Father; 
it does not say loving the Father. You know before you 
have the love in you. In the parable of the Prodigal Son 
the father first kissed, then clothed, and then feasted him. 
What you get the Lord setting forth is, I have declared Thy 
name unto them, and will declare it, that the love where- 
with Thou hut loved Me, may be in them and I in them. 
The first thing you find practically for the soul is 
that Christ has cleared away everything. 

Three actions, true of every saved soul, are set forth in 
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Luke xv. 1st. The shepherd goes after the lost sheep (the 
thief on the cioss). If the shepherd had not gone after 
the lost sheep the father could never have embraced the 
prodigal son. 2nd. The woman lights a candle, and seeks 
diligently for the lost piece of silver. Srd. The Father 
receives theprodigal. If the light had not shone into the 
soul of the thief on the cross, he never would have conic 
to God. Not only is Jesus there the shepherd going after 
the lost sheep, but the light shines in, and the Father 
receives him though so far away. The thief is in the 
very gip of the law, about to be plunged in everlasting 
judgment, as one who has offended the law, no mercy for 
him, when in steps the Son of God, and bears the judgment, 
" The just for the unjust, to bring us to God." We .have 
then that wonderful historical fact, that wonderful material 
fact, a fact that stood there open to the eye of every man, 
Chat the veil was rent from the top to the bottom. It 
was not the sinner's praying, but it was God saying, I 
can come out and take the greatest sinner to my arms. 

One of the thieves did not see the Lord, the other not 
only saw Him, but had that wonderful disclosure made to 
his heart, " This dam hath done nothing amiss." Could 
he do anything ? It would not have been grace if he 
could. All grace could do was completely DONE. He 
died the just for the unjust to bring us to God. And the 
action following • on conversion is, prayer. Confidence 
in God is established, he prays. The proof that Saul of 
Tarsus is converted is, Behold he prayeth. Very seldom 
souls look at that side of truth. There is the heavenly 
side. As a general rule the soul is more taken up with 
the effects of the grace, as the parable of the good neigh- 
bour sets forth. 

Jesus said to Mary Magdalene, "Go to my brethren, and 
say unto them, I ascend unto my Father and your Father, 
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my God and your God." She is a pattern. of a heart true to 
Christ to the end. Cluist will keep hearis true to Him- 
self to the end, though the phase of the Church known as 
Philadelphian is waning. A Laodicean is one who has 
Philadelphian truth without Philadelphian power. It is 
not that Philadelphia does not continue, but Laodicea sets 
in. 	The thing that makes Laodicea so mischievous is that 
with Philadelphian truth and Philadelphian standing there 
is not Philadelphian power. it is not, there will not be 
true Philadelphians among them, but Philadelphia will 
not be characteristic. Another thing besides knowing 
the Father. I turn you to I John ii. 15. "If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.' 
The first thing is, that I know the Father. Next, I have the 
love of the Father in me. " Take no thought for your life 
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, nor yet for youl: 
body what ye shall put on . For after all these things do 
the Gentiles seek, for your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all these things." Look at the Lord Jesus 
Christ in His protracted solitary path here on earth. If 
deserted and left alone, His heart went on in that unswerv- 
ing confidence, that dignity of knowledge of His 
Father's love. I know nothing so wonderful to think 
of as the Father's love. Do you meet with vexations? 
Hardly a day passes without them. What is the 
resource? The Father. You have lost the world, what 
will you do ? I have the Father. Are you satisfied with 
the exchange, beloved friends " If any num love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. Love not 
the world, neither the things that are in the world." It 
was long before I could believe that this is addressed to 
the young men. It does not mean the bad world merely, 
but it includes creation and the organizations men have 
instituted. What is to keep you from the world ? It is a 
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most interesting point, because it is the world with all the 
things that invite you that you are called here not to love. 
Am I callous to a beautiful view ? It has not love for 
me. It is the love of the Father that really makes me 
superior to all things that are in the world. It is not that 
I cannot look at them or enjoy them in a way, "but my 
.heart is not going after them, it is going after another 
thing. I have the Father's love." If a man is looking to 
get comfort or support or position from the world, be does 
not rise to the love of the Father. lithe love of the Father 
were in him he would rise from the things to the source. 
"Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things." It is the thing that comes in to correct,. 
There is no one here who has gone through the exercise 
that has not found when he left to His Father the thing 
he was anxious about, it was perfectly seen to. Not a 
single thing ever happens as you forecast it, so you are 
wasting your time forecasting. I never met a man, how- 
ever spiritual, that was a judge of temporal matters suited 
to himself. Reverse it if you will, you look after the 
spiritual, leave it to God to look after the temporal. I 
believe it is a wonderful thing, I am only learning it my. 
self. I am not entitled to anything, I leave it all to Him, 
and I get the most extraordinary manifestations of His 
care in every way. The deepest and fullest love is not the 
love that can be demonstrated. I do not want to be 
signalised, but I want to have a cipher intelligible 
to me. I do not want others to read it. God has 
a different cipher for each of us. I do not want to 
tell another what He said to me. 

"I will declare Thy name." If I am near to Him He 
will declare it. I used to think if I could say, " My heart is 
fixed, I will fear no evil,"I should be the happiest man alive. 
I did not know the Father's love. The love of the Father 
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was not in me, so I was looking for the work of God's hand 
--a secondary cause, a circumstance. You must go 
higher than that. 

I should like to turn to another subject, that is, the 
love of Christ. Though the babes know the Father, it is 
the fathers know Christ. I give you examples of what 
the love of Christ is. First, Gen. L. I am quite aware this 
passage refers to the restoration of Israel to Christ, but in 
it I find a great practical instruction for the present time. 
I believe there are a great many acquainted with the 
service of Christ, who have not yet learned His heart. 
Have you ever come close enough to Him to learn His 
heart ? When death has removed the screen, have you 
found out what your nature is in. the sight of God ? Here 
is a remarkable fact, that for 17 years these brothers had 
been living on the bounty of Joseph, and they had no 
known the heart of Joseph. Are not the most of 
Christians like that ? We all have failed and come short 
of the glory of God. We never met the claims of God, 
like tenants that never paid, anal the whole amount of the 
debt has accumulated. And God has sent His Son. "He 
that believeth on the Son bath life. You are not tenants 
now, you are children. It is an immense tiling to get, 
practically the fact that you are children. Suppose the 
debts are cleared away, that does not constitute you a 
child. Many a person is only trying to pay the rent. 
It is a wonderful thing to get hold of, simply that you 
are a child. The body is now to shine in Christ's power, 
and according to the deeds here, so 	be your 
relation to Christ in the kingdom. You were a bad 
tenant and could not pay the rent, He has forgiven all the 
arrears. You are clear now. Now you are His child. 
Am I to continue here with this framework ? With the 
very same body, the very same mind. If you walk in 
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the Spirit you will not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. This 
is the wonderful problem of grace, the child is to be here 
in the very same body in which he was a very bad 
tenant; he is to be the manifestation of the beauty of Christ 
on this earth; and according to the manifest4ion here 
will be his relation to Christ in the kingdom hereafter. 
Souls ought to arrive at it by the very preaching of the 
gospel. They are too much kept to the fact that the debts 
are paid. What is the effect ? The man who only knows 
his debts are paid is roaming up and down the world for 
something to satisfy him. It is not we shall be 
children by and by. You are children now. Grace first 
meets us and pays the debt, and besides this a fortune is 
given us, for the use of which we are responsible. The 
responsibility is to be the expression of Christ in my 
body here on earth. It was a wonderful manifestation 
of the secret purpose of God that, when satan used man 
to drive His Son from this earth, the hope of Jesus 
would be manifested in thousands of bodies on this earth. 
Never was there so signal a defeat of satan, and so com- 
plete a triumph of grace. There was ONE, the full 
bright unfailing exhibition of God. Satan used man to 
drive Him from the earth. Now His body is formed on 
earth, its component parts each to exhibit some of the 
beauty and the grace of Christ. To be Christ-like is 
consecration. Consecration is not what I give to Christ, 
but whit I get from Christ. 

True, the debts'are cleared away, but the other part of 
the Gospel is not sufficiently insisted on. The Lord does 
not speak first to the woman of Samaria about payment 
of the debts, but He tells her "Whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him, shall never thine I say 
that, therefore, not only would she find she was in a 
condition full of resources, but the very contrast to (chap. 
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ii.) the man that in his brightest day—his wedding— 
cannot, carry it on without wine. I only adduce that 
order to show how the Lord Jesus was thinking how He 
would make a poor heart abundantly happy. The Lord 
delights in my perfect happiness. "I will praise the name 
of God with a song, and magnify Him with thanksgiving, 
this also shall please the Lord better than a ox, or 
bullock, that bath horns and hoofs." No devotedness in 
sacrifice can please Him as much as when the soul can say, 
I am perfectly happy in the knowledge of His love. That 
necessarily produces worship. Having said so much, I 
turn to Numb. xxi. After 30 years, of the most un- 
exampled unparalleled goodness of God, it comes out 
man is ruined. They spate agaipst God—you must go 
back to your old state, He tells them—and the Lord sent 
fiery serpents among them, they bit the people, and much 
people of Israel died. Not only was the Brazen Serpent 
the cure, but we find it written, " Gather the people 
together, and I will give them water." I not only relieve 
them of all their ruin, but I give them that which is in- 
exhaustible. 

Suppose a relative of yours is in the debtors' prison. 
You say, I ill release him. Will you do nothing more 
for him ? You cannot leave him unprovided for ? Now, 
suppose you put him in a position where he never 
can exhaust what you gave him, nay, the more lie uses it 
the more he discovers the fortune he possesses. God has 
given us the Holy Ghost, wherdby we call Him Father. 
Preachers are clear enough about paying the debts I 
thank God it is so clear—but why should I lose the 
rest of it ? God delights in my happiness. Tie has given 
the living water—the Holy Ghost—" They began to be 

;) merry. 
How does it come, this living water ? I turn to P. 
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xxii. It will show you where the great defect is, and 
where there is a defect in the preaching. I want to set 
forth to you why it is so little known to the soul. In Ps. 
xxii. are two great subjects. Only one Man ever could 
reach these two subjects. One is the measure of the sin 
we had done against God. I must be equal to a person 
to know how he feels an offence. Only one Man ever 
knew the measure of the sin, and He removed it. That 
stamps -Rim as the Son of God. The other thing is the 
love. Only one Man knew it, and He declared it. The 
reason why a soul is not able to listen happily to the 
declaring of the love is because he is not clear of the sins. 
All that is against me the Lord Jesus Christ has encoun- 
tered and removed. 

Let me add another word—the Lord grant it may be 
fastened on your soul—whatever you see of Christ you 
possess. If you see Him victorious, you are in His victory. 
For whom did He get the victory? For Himself? Never 
Thank God He got it for me, and as my eye is upon Rim 
I am in His victory. What is the second thing " I will 
declare thy name unto my brethren," 

What you have to learn practically is what Jonathan 
learned : not only do I see Goliath floored, but I see the 
head of Goliath in David's hand. You have not a good 
conscience until then. You do not see the enemy out 
of the way. How can you be occupied with David until 
that which is the terror of your heart is cleared away. 
Now you can listen to another thing--" I will declare 
thy name." 

How manynever have come to close quarters with Christ 
---never have known what they are in God's sight. Hence, 
in some eases, aberration of mind and despair. Not a doubt 
• about Christ having taken their sins away, but they have 
not known His heart. If it has a dark side, it has the 
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brightest side that ever was known to the soul. I never 
knew before the heart of Christ. " Joseph wept when his 
brethren spoke to him." "Fear not," he said to them. "1 
will nourish you and your little ones, and he comforted 
them and spake to their heart." There is a double action. 
I ask you to ponder it well. I believe that is only one 
ph ase of i t. You have not only to learn what you are inyour., 
self; it may not be true of many in this assembly, that though 
they have learnt that Christ takes away their sins, they 
have never learnt their natural enmity to God. But 
then there is another action: you make acquaintance 
with your Saviour. In the history of Joseph's brethrea, 
this action is marked by the fact that their father was 
dead. All that would intercept them from Joseph was 
gone. 

When the soul gets the knowledge of the Father's 
love, the world loses its hold on the heart. I have the 
love of the Father ; the world and the things therein go. 
In having the love of Christ to me, man goes. I have 
a love that does not let anything come between. " Little 
children keep yourselves from idols." In the 50th of 
Genesis we see Joseph's brethren bad never been exercised 
as to their true relation to him all those seventeen 
years; they had lived on the bounty of Joseph, but 
they had not made acquaintance with him. They had 
never come to acknowledge their ruin awl guilt. "Mine 
iniquity have I not hid." I tell the Lord not only what 
He has done for me in putting my sins away, but I 
have made a clean breast to Him of the enmity of my 
nature. Does He upbraid ? No. I find He has a love 
that will take account of everything: every single thing 
that belongs to me. I believe, at the bottom of a good 
deal that is called aberration of min& there is an un-. 
judged flesh. There it is. You have not brought it to 
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the Lord, where yourself is nothing, where you find how 
contemptible you are. Two characteristics of power I 
remark here. Helpless, I walk on the water; contemp- 
tible, I command the grace of Christ. I have reduced 
myself to nothing, like the Syrophenician woman ; then 
I succeed. 

In Luke v. we see Peter doing a light thing. He is 
giving his ship to the Lord, like a man giving his time 
and money for the gospel. He is perfectly exemplary, 
and crowned with favour. A most wonderful miracle 
was wrought for him. He had the two things a Jew would 
delight in—conduct and favour, and yet he cries " Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord." It is not that 
he is not devoted to Christ, but he has not reached the 
love. When he learns it, he forsakes all, and follows 
Christ. Everything is left : he has now One that satisfies 
his heart. 

I turn now to the 11th chapter of John's Gospel. Here 
it is net a question of sin at all; it is bereavement. "He 
whom thou lowest is sick." Lazarus is dead. My im- 
pression is, that Martha questioned the power of the Lord, 
but Mary may have had misgivings about His love. He 
comes in here. Death has removed all that• could be 
the stay of the heart. Death has done its worst. Other 
things could be ameliorated; death cannot; but He comes 
now to acquaint you -pail) what His love is. Have you 
ever passed through bereavement ? He does not talk of 
raising Lazarus. Do you look for His power, or do you 
yearn for His sympathy ? Trial does not soften charac- 
ter ; it is sympathy that softens. A man that passes 
through much trial, and does not meet with sympathy, 
is as hard as a rock. The Lord shows, I have a 
deeper sense than you of the sorrow. I liave a heart 
at leisure from itself, to sympathise with you. Death 
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has left you stranded here; I can come to you in your 
solitude, to acquaint your heart with a deeper comfort. 
You get in the Gospels two alabaster boxes, very 
different in kind. The one is spent upon a living Christ, 
the other was for His burial. Everything went into His 
grave. 

One verse more (Eph. iii. 17), " That Christ may 
dwell in your hearts by faith ;" that He Himself 
may be in you; Now when was that said ? After 
they were blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ. They were to be occupied with the One 
that brought them to heaven, to that wondrous domain, 
to the plenitude of God Himself. There you are to learn 
the love of Christ outside of everything on earth. You 
are to know the love of Christ that passeth knowledge, 
that you might be filled unto all the fulness of God. The 
Lord lead us, beloved friends, practically to understand 
this. It is not said of the Church only, but of the indi- 
vidual, "He loved me and gave Himself for me." 

What I want to lay upon your heart is the wonderful effect 
of the love of the Father and of Christ. First, the naturo 
of the love; then the effect of it. I know the love of that 
heart—I can turn to it. I commit things to him—I know 
the love is there. The books of faith do mischief to the soul. 
They lead you to form your idea of the love from the 
way it acts. I know the love, whatever its acts may be. 
People delight to read things to prove to them that God 
cares for them. What poor love it is that requires de- 
monstration. Why the smallest thing done by a hand 
that cares for you carries with it a fragrance that this 
largest thing done by one who does not care for you 
never could have. May we understand how the Lord 
declares the Father's name. 
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" I JESUS have sent mine angel to testify unto you these 
things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring 
of David, and the bright and morning star. And the 
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth 
say, Come. And  let him that is athirst come. And wilo 
soever will, let him take the water of life freely."—Rev. 
xxii. 16, 17. 

I wish to speak of what appears to me to be especially 
on the Lord's mind at the present time. How little one 
apprehends it; still we ought to be occupied with it. It 
may be that something good occupies us; but it does not 
follow that it is the right thing at this present time. 

It is important we should see that we are at the end 
of our journey, and that not simply individually, but that 
church history is atthe end. Nevertheless, the Lord has 
not left us without a thought from Himself now. 

The knowledge of Scripture is not sufficient without 
knowing what the Lord is doing at this moment. 
" Henceforth I call you not servants, for the servant 
knoweth not what his Lord doeth; hut I have called you 
friends, for all things that I have heard of my Father I have 
made known unto you." I trust every heart here bows 
to it. What is the prominent thought in my Lord's mind 
at this moment ? I believe many a person would be 
set straight in his course if he were in the secret of the 
Lord's mind, and that you never can get, if you are not 
with Him. Gideon never told the multitude the order 
of battle, but to the three hundred that could stand the 
earthly favour, the water, he committed the secret, " as 
I do, so shall ye do." It is simple devotedness that 
qualifies one for receiving this wonderful favour. " Greater 
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love bath no man than this, that a man lay clown his life 
for his friends?' Well, if you would die for the saints, 
He would tell His mind to you. Tell me what is really 
your love for the people of God— Christ's interests 
Are they dear to you because they are Christ's ? I be- 
Rove it would be immense blessing to us all, if in the very 
smallest circumstances we had before us what he is 
doing. I might be occupied with a very useful line of 
Scripture, and still not be in His mind. I find there was 
always some one thing peculiarly before Him. One finds 
contiuually people are not up to it. The disciples, how- 
ever true and flatliful, were not travelling in company 
with His mind at all ; and what He seeks is, to lead them 
to it. They do not understand Him, but it is the thing 
He is leading them to. He told them of His death, and 
they did not enter into it; neither did they follow Him 
as to His resurrection; they were weeping because He had 
died. After His ascension the Holy Ghost was the 
urea thin°. before His mind. After Pentecost the 
Church was the prominent thing. What was the cause 
of their trouble ? They had not. His mind, they were 
not in the secret of his working. 

I turn to the end of the third chapter of Revelation. 
The Lord leads His people to what He is about to do and 
doing. When I am watching for His mind what He 
would do, I am not guided by circumstances. Supposing 
I heard of a great number of conversions I should be 
thankful for it, but if I am in His mind I am not carried 
away by it, because I know there is another thing more 

• prominently before Him. Sincere people can go on in 
a great way of usefulness and yet be apart from His 
mind, and therefore they are not told " the thing that 

I do." 
I see here at least four phases of decline. First, 
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Ephesus, with zeal in non-toleration of evil, but forgetting 
Christ, while they were exemplary in discipline—they 
had left their first love. The second is Pergamos— 
mixing with the world. The third, Thyatira—idolatry. 
The last is indifferentism, no discipline at all, that is 
Laodicea. There is the danger of oscillating between the 
first and the last. You will find in all the dispensations, 
before there is a setting aside of that which God set up for 
Himself on earth, there is a revival. You will find in the 
ways of God there is.always revival even though removal 
be determined. on. No restoration, but a last revival. 
There is a revival of the original standing -before the final 
crash, before the entire removal of the dispensation. The 
snare then is settling down with self-congratulation as to 
one's advantage or blessings, a separatibn between 
them and responsibility. Jacob at Shechem has got back 
to the land after twenty years absence, and after the 
night of wrestling, be seeks to enjoy his blessings, but 
forgets MS calling. The children of Israel, after all that 
terrible journey from Babylon to the land, when opposed, 
for sixteen years discontinue building the temple. The 
house of the Lord lieth waste. They are satisfied with 
their standing; they become indifferent to their respon- 
sibility. " Ye looked for much, and lo, it came to little ; 
and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why 
saith the Lord of hosts. Because of mine house that is 
waste, and ye ran every man into his own house."—Haggai 
i. 9. 

The revival in Church history has come. Philadelphia 
is the revival. What follows ? Laodicea,—which is boast- 
fulness of the standing white slighting the responsibility 
to "Christ, in which alone it could be maintained. To 
live Christ was the cardinal thing that should mark 
them. "The slothful man roasteth not that which he 
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took in hunting.", The closing hour has come. Are our 
hearts seeking to learn what is the mind of the Lord at 
this closing hour ? In my judgment Philadelphia is 
wraning. It is not that there are not many in tile grace 
of it, but its moral influence with greater pretension is not 
what it was with a fewer number. 

When the cry, "Behold the Bridegroom " was first be- 
gun to be heard, satan attempted to neutralise it in a 
most malicious way ; namely, some of the most ardent 
and foremost of those presenting the truth of the imme- 
diate coining of the Lord,preached and pressed .that 
believers bad not the gift of the Holy Ghost they could 
not meet the Bridegroom, and therefore they should pray 
for the descent of the Holy Ghost, thereby diverting the 
minds of the saints from the coming of the Lord to the 
descent of the Holy Ghost. From this grievous subtlety 
many were preserved or restored by the simple truth that 
the Holy Ghost had come down, and that every believer 
coining to Christ did chink of 	- 

The cry came and the grace to answer it---"I am He 
that is holy and He that is true." What was the practical 
effect of the answer to the call ? Some were exercised ; 
others were afraid to look into it. t Many hold dispensa- 
tional truth now without of basing them practically. The 
truth has lost its force for them. Laodicean indifference 
has set in. I believe the great thought on the Lord's 
mind now is, to save and extricate His people from in- 
difference, from the wave of Laodieea, which has set in. 
Church barriers are relaxed or disregarded; no church 
order is now insisted on, except by Romanists, as indis- 
pensable. The truth has lost its force on souls. It is 
not that the truth itself is weakened, but a wonderful 
amount of truth can be accepted without effecting any 
change. 
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The Lord in His address to Laoclicea sets forth the 
truth needed for this time. "I am the Amen, the Faith- 
ful and True Witness, the Beginning of the Creation of 
God." Man in his natural condition (see John ii. 1) is 
irreparable. John iv, is the antithesis to John ii. The 
Lord begins with a new creation. There is a great deal 
of truth current at this time, but it is so weak that it does 
not address the conscience. I am always thankful when 
a word lays bold of me. There is a certain effort abroad 
to make the Word pointless, and to reduce it to a mere 
matter of opinion. It is said, "You may state that as an 
opinion, but do not state it as a truth, for then it dictates 
to the conscience, and then it is resisted." How then 
does the Lord work at such a time ? He says, "Behold 
I stand at the door and knock." The knowledge of Him- 
self personally is now the great. thing that goes above all 

'dispensational truth, which reaches and affects souls when 
the other has been inoperative ; and when He is personally 
known now, it is not only that He presents Himself as 
the Morning Star, but as the Bright and Morning Star. 
He is more attractive as the Coming One. He draws out 
our affections more to Himself. The one answering to it 
is getting ready for Him, as the day becomes darker here. 
The Lord, I believe, does not confine His knocking to any 
company of saints, but every one who opens to Him is 
learning from Him to be ready for Him, and walking in 
Philadelphian ways here. We have failed in maintain- 
ing Philadelphian ways characteristically; that is, we 
have failed before men. We have not collectively pre- 
sented 'Christ to the world, still we can and should culti- 
vate affection to Christ. " The Spirit and the Bride say 
Come." We should be like the widow in Luke xxi, in 
heart and ways banded together, to give up all for 
Christ. The Church may be lost in the mass of Laodicean 
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profession, but silo should have her heart occupied with 
and governed by the Bright and Morning Stan; and 'as 
we are looking out for the Bridegroom, and ready for 
Him, we shall be in Church order here. Many a zealous 
servant who puts one to shame, would not go on with 
what he has embarked in, had he known what the Lord 
is doing. Servants get instruction as to their course, 
either from the necessities of man or from following the 
Lord. The philanthropist cannot go beyond human 
benevolence. Divine love cares for the object eternally, 
even where the object has no need. The philanthropist 
only cares in time. 

I believe there is a very distinct action going on around. 
We ought to be in the current of that action. He is 
teaching us what He is personally. The closing phase 
has come. It is not now any particular church testimony, 
though there would be the Philadelphian separation and 
ways, which the Bride's raiment or adorning morally 
must entail. Rev. xxi. furnishes one with the moral 
character of the Bride, for she suits Christ. It is the 
Bridegroom that forms the Bride. I get into the very 
things that would suit Himself, because it is association 
with Himself that makes me learn of Him. 

Many are making evangelisation the chief thing ; it is 
part of the work which Christ is doing, but it is not all 
that He is doing. The order of this verse (Rev. xxii. 17) is 
the true order. From occupation with Christ and the 
saints, as we come from that we can truly descend. 
" The Spirit and the Bride say Come." I want all the 
saints to join. The heart full of affection can put no 
object between it and Christ. The very greatness of the 
object delights and captivates the heart. " The Spirit 
and the Bride say Come ; and let him that heareth say 
come ; and let him that is athirst come." Do you think 
a man would be a worse evangelist because he goes with 
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his heart full of what Christ is "Let him take of the 
water of life freely." That is evangelising in its fulness ; 
and it may be a very small work in appearance—nothing 
to show. 

The Lord lead our hearts to understand this wonder- 
ful thing now ; and to answer to what His mind is set 
on. Amen. 	 J. B. S. 

OCCUPIED WITH THE LORD HIMSELF. 

John xx. 19-23. 

ALLUSION has been made to the great importance of our 
having clear knowledge of what the Lord's mind is con- 
cerning us in these closing days; and I have read this 
Scripture, in connection with the latter part of the epistle 
to the assembly in Laodicea, which has already been 
brought beforo us, to call attention to the fact that 
during the whole period of the Lord's absence, His 
own ministry is characterised by the presentation of 
Himself. We see here that Christ began His ministry to 
His disciples after His resurrection by presenting Himself, 
and we know also that he opened to them the Scriptures 
concerning Himself ; and in His last address, which was to 
the Laodiceans, He knocks and calls to any faithful one to 
open the door to Himself, for He wants to feast with 
any who will open the door to Him. During the whole 
of the time of His absence we know that the Holy Ghost is 
here to testify of Christ to our souls, to take of His 

' things and show unto us. So one thing is perfectly 
certain that it is the Lord's mind that-  our hearts 
should be occupied with Himself. 

A precious thought here for our souls is that the Lord 
looks after us, cares for us, and seeks to make us happy 
in Himself. It is not our looking up to Him, important 
and blessed as it i§, but He opens His heart to us, and 
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would have us know what His thoughts about us are, 
and that we are constant objects of His active ministry 
while He is in heaven and we are still in the world. We 
must not forget that there is such a thing as being in- 
terested .  in truth without being taken up with Christ, 
who is the truth; but it is assuredly His will that we 
should " grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

Through these precious Scriptures we are able to look 
a little into our Lord's heart. It was only a short time 
before this precious scene we have just read that be had 
died upon the cross. Men hated Him without a cause. 
They perseveringly cried out "Away with Him," " Crucify 
Him," so that when He was taken down from the cross, 
and laid in a sepulchre, the world seemed to have got rid 
of Him, and all appeared to be over. Not so, howevcr, 
for He rose from among the dead. He came out of the 
sepulchre in the power of resurrection. He was on new 
crround, outside the world, the other side of death. Now, 
what does Christ do ? Whose company does He seek ? 
Who on earth are the objects of His solicitude ? Who 
His heart turns to the few poor disciples He had left 
behind. He seeks not the rich, the noble, nor the 
mighty ; but ho seeks out the timid, faltering disciples. 
They were the objects of His affection and are. He found 
them sad and terrified, or shut into a room for fear of 
the Jews, yet He did not leave them until they were full 

_ of joy and gladness ; and the way He effected it, was by 
revealing Himself, and expounding unto Ali they the 
Scriptures concerning Himself. 

The blessed Lord having found His distressed disciples, 
6rst, of all establishes them on the true ground of peace 
His own accomplished work on the cross—He said, 
Peace be unto you ; and when He had so said He 

sbewed unto them His hands and His side." We have 
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here the assurance of peace based upon His own work on 
the cross, as His hands and side show, and brought to us 
by His own infallible word "Peace be unto you." Having 
Himself made peace, He does not tell them to look at 
themselves, their feelings, or doings, but at Himself— 
" His  hands and His side "—and to rest on His word, 
" Peace be unto you." 

Thus they were drawn away from themselves, their 
fears, and their circumstances, to Himself—the One who 
had loved them and given Himself for them. And while 
they were thus contemplating Him, and all the wondrous 
love He had manifested toward them in having suffered 
for their sins, the Just for the unjust, while they 
gazed upon Him as the mighty Conqueror of death and 
Satan, in rising from among the dead, while they were 
thus engaged with Him what was the result ? We 
are told, " Men were the disciples glad when they saw 
the Lord." They were made very happy in. Him. Thus, 
while we see that the work of Christ is the ground of peace, 
we also learn that the person of Christ is the true source 
of joy. "Theme were the disciples glad when they saw the 
Lord." This is a precious secret for our hearts. Some 
of the Lord's people imagine that they cannot be "glad 
as long as they are in circumstances of sorrow, but this is 
not true. The Lord did not alter the circumstances of 
those disciples who were "shut in for fear of the Jews," 
but He shewed them Himself, and this raised them above 
their circumstances, so that -they were "glad when they 
saw the Lord." Again, in the first chapter of Peter's first 
epistle, you see saints in great trial, and through persecu- 
tion scattered abroad, homeless, and it may be houseless, 
friendless, and in other sorrowful experiences, but looking 
to Him whom having not seen they loved, they "rejoiced 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory," without any part 
of their sorrowful circumstances having been altered. 
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Well, indeed, it is to be so taken up with the Lord Himself 
as shall enable us to " Rejoice in the Lord always ! " 

Then, observe, when these disciples were thus estab- 
lished by our blessed Lord on the true ground of peace, 
and made happy in Himself, He then sends them out into 
service—" As the Father has sent me, even so send I you." 
Thus we see that every believer has a mission. The 
Lord keeps us here for His service. He gives us each our 
work. If any believer wants to know what his line of 
service is, he can only have it from the Lord Himseif. 
Thus happy in the Lord, he goes forth as sent by the Lord. 
In this way, true service connects us with the Lord Him- 
self, and we prove that His yoke is easy and His burden 

ht. 
Then we are told that Christ " breathed on them, and 

said unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost." The Lord 
being now alive again from the dead, in resurrection life 
qind power, communicated to His disciples what could not 
Lave been given before, risen life—life in the Spirit,—by 
breathing on them. I need not say this is not the coming 
of the Holy Ghost, the other Comforter, because after this 
they were told by our Lord, in the first of Acts, that they 
should be baptised with the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence. 

- There is another point of great interest in this Scrip- 
ture, it is Christ assuring His disciples (not apostles) that 
He will be so with us here, that, " Whosesoever sins ye 
remit they are remitted unto them, and whosesoever sins 
ye retain they are retained." The Lord said something 
like it in the eighteenth chapter of Matthew. Speaking 
of church discipline, He said, " If he neglect to hear the 
assembly, let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a 
publican. Verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever 
ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
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For wheresoever two or three are gathered together in My 
name, there am I in the midst of them." Now what 
seems so sweet in these statements is that the blessed 
Lord so identifies Himself with us in our service to His 
name, that He will confirm and put His seal on acts of 
discipline; and in this way so binding or loosing, remitting 
or retaining sins, as to ratify in heaven what we, as 
gathered in His name and by the power of His Spirit, 
may do on earth for His name's sake. It is very solemn, 
but it surely brings the Lord in His great love very near 
to us, and in matters often very sorrowful to our hearts. 
I need not say there is no idea here of priestly absolu- 
tion, nor of any absolution as to justification and eternal 
life. 

The more we know of the Lord Himself, and His love 
and care for His own, the more will He become the satis- 
fying object of our hearts. And this true enjoyment of 
Christ, who is the holy and the true, can alone keep us, I 
believe, from drifting into Laodicea. We are enjoined 
elsewhere to look away from other objects unto Jesus, 
to consider Him, to abide in Him, for surely Christ 
Himself is the true object of faith: To the most failing 
He knocks, and faith opens the door to Him ;and observe, 
Christ takes the initiative; and desires our fellowship. 
He says, "I will come into him and sup with him, and he 
with Me." Blessed be His name, this is His desire toward 
us even in the worst state of things ecclesiastically. 
What love, yea, what patient, matchless grace 

Is it not clear, then, beloved brethren, that it is our 
Lord's mind that however failing be the state of things 
spiritually round about us, that we should be individually 
taken up with the Lord Himself, and be learning increas- 

ingly of Him ? And is it not also clear, that, however 
important other matters may appear to be, we cannot be 
according to His mind if we are not living by faith upon 
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the Lord, and drawing our help and.  blessing from Him 
We may be assured that nothing will makeup for lack of 
personal intercourse with Christ. May our hearts, then, 
be more and more entering into His perfections and love, 
which will not only save us from ten thousand snares, 
but keep us happy under the most trying circumstances, 
and make the Lord's coming our bright and blessed hope 

H. H. S. 

JESUS THE SON OF GOD. 

Lecture by W. KELLY.—John L2943. 

THE great truth that underlies the Gospel of St. John is 
the Godhead of that man who was thus walking on the 
earth, I do not mean merely in its explicit statement of 
Him, but in that which implies it constantly, as is ever 
more wonderful to him that attentively weighs the word 
of God. Thus His divine glory comes out in the most 
indirect ways and unexpected forms; hence souls grow in 
strength by that infinite display of love—Jesus nowhere 
more truly God than when a man. He was indeed a 
man : but this was little or nothing in itself, unless He 
were God. Then what a truth and what love! what humi- 
liation on His part; what infinite blessing to man, at 
least to the souls who believe ! The word was made flesh; 
but He was the true God; and hence- it is that we find, 
whenever He speaks or acts, by whatever the Spirit of 
God traces Him, Godhead is there behind the veil. 

John the Baptist's testimony here has quite a different 
character in itself, and another effect on the soul from 
what we find in the other Gospels. Whore else does He 
treat of Him as the Lamb of God ? The Messiah, the 
coming King, the perfect Servant engaged in the work of 
God, the woman's Seed and Son of man; these we do find 
elsewhere, but here we have Him as the Lamb of God in 
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a far more comprehensive relation than with the old and 
favoured people. He is the Lamb of God who taketh 
away the sin of the world. Thus it is that He is pre- 
sented in. a universality of blessing through Nis work 
that could not be in any one but a divine person. Cer- 
tain it is that He is shown here habitually in this 
character. "This is the Son of God." 

Hence it is not in the Gospel of John a question of 
the dispensations that disappear or succeed one another, 
but of what is vital and unchanging because divine. 
Hence, too, therefore, it ip when dispensations have 
passed away that the full meaning of such a word as 
this is realised. It is not particularly now, nor in the age 
that follows, but in the eternal state, that it will be 
manifest that He is the Lamb of God who taketh away 
(not our sins as believers, but) sin in its totality. We 
know bow it is usually quoted for a sense altogether 
different. It is not really to meet that which we are 
found in and forgiven by faith in His blood, but then the 
world shall be clean rid of it all. Sin will have vanished 
wholly from the universe. What a testimony to His 
glory, who by His work effects it all 

I refer to this prevalent error the more plainly and 
pointedly, bemuse souls may be suffering under the in- 
fluence of this too common confusion in things which so 
materially differ. It is not a question of the saint on earth 
in whom the Spirit of God dwells. The error helps on 
the delusion of satan, not alas ! outside, but in Christen- 
dom. There is the subtlest snare for man. It is 
Babylon. 

What is Babylon then ? Is it not the cage of every 
unclean bird and beast ? What havoc is not there, par- 
ticularly of the truth ! God has been most of all dis- 
honoured there. It may be, as in the present case, by only 
one letter, but that letter makes all the difference between 
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truth and error. All Christendom then says or sings, 
Christ is the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins 
of the world. How blinding is worldly religion ! 

Can we not now register our growth in the truth by 
the words we used to say ignorantly but dare not repeat 
now at all ? They are positively false. Indeed I know 
scarcely a more injurious error than this if logically carried 
out. Christ is the Lamb of God which takes away the sin, 
not the sins, of the world. One is a blessed truth, the 
other is a mistake with the gravest consequences. It is 
to enfeeble or destroy the peace of the believer, and to 
pillow unbelievers with hopes that work ruin to them- 
selves, with dishonour to God and His Christ. 

Nor do I believe that any bodies in Christendom have 
contributed to this error so much as those who boast of 
their liturgies. Remission of sins for faith is an integral 
part of the gospel ; which supposes that the sins of un- 
believer, far from being taken away or forgiven, will be 
the more sternly judged because of unbelief in Christ. 

But this verse, misinterpreted as we have seen, has 
helped on the errors of Christendom from sub-apostolic 
days. It was among the delusions which gave impulse 
to the departure that undermined the gospel of God, 
nor am I aware of a single Protestant Confession which 
has cleared itself from perpetuating this error, though 
they differ widely enough otherwise. 

The dissenters, too, who stand for extemporaneous 
prayer, are no better. If you went into a place where 
there is no prayer-book, you would find the self-same 
doctrine, and the same misuse of this very Scripture. So 
engrained is the error that, if you stated the truth, they 
would affirm that it was a distinction without a differ- 
ence. Thus everywhere the truth of God is entirely set 
aside for tradition, which is man's thought and subversive 
always of God's truth. The Only party that succeeds in 
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n le a compromise is,  stan's synagogue. Where souls i  
forms of prayer are habitually fed with such an error as 
this it is vain for the pulpit to assert the truth opposed. 
The heart, prefers error to truth, for the truth exalts God 
and humbles man. And satan is striving to lower the 
person of Christ, to whom that word testifies. Hence it 
is, no matter what you take up, though it were a " Life of 
Christ," the uniform tendency is to dishonour Him, and in 
the same proportion to blot out the real difference between 
believers and unbelievers in relation to Him. There may 
be every kind of reverent language and pious desires, 
but it will never suffice for God without the truth, that 
is, Christ. Error puts all down on the same level, but 
this givs, in vain,. everything to the world, as it takes 
away every distinctive blessing from the believer. They 
humanise Christ and they deify man as he is. How full 
and refreshing the testimony of Cod Christ as His 
Lamb taking away the sin of the world in due time ; 
the same is He which baptised' with the Holy Ghost 
(verses 29, 33). They are the two works of the Lord Jesus, 
in the words of John the Baptist, Ills great earthly and His 
great heavenly work. We must not confound the bear- 
ing of our sins in His own body on the tree with taking 
away the sin of the world, as He will, for the new heavens 
and the new earth. When it is a question of sin-bearing, it 
is our sins (1 Peter i.); when it is a question of taking 
away, it is the world's sin. This is the ultimate effect of 
His work. The Sphit looks onward by John in the full 
sense of what Christ was eventually to accomplish, 
an immense work in connection with His divine glory. 
He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
Hebrews ix. speaks of His purpose to put sin away. It 
is not the time when it was to be done, but the end for 
which He appeared. The work was effected on the cross 
but the full results of the cross are not yet manifested. 
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John bare record with another declaration, that he 
knew Him not. It was not to be in anything human. 
Of course the heavenly work needed a divine person. It 
is even more distinct, for who could give the Spirit thus ? 
None but God could take away the sin of the world ; 
and John knew Him not, though be came baptising in 
view of His manifestation to Israel. So also now there 
is an equally great heavenly work that He wrought at 
Pentecost, the effect of which still goes on. He Himself 
never was to be baptized by the Holy Ghost, which signifies 
the bringing entirely out of one position into another. 

Quite another thing is said of Him. " Upon whom thou 
shalt see the Spirit descending and remaining on Him, 
the same is 1-le which baptiseth with the Holy Ghost." 
We are said to receive the Holy Spirit of God unto the day 
of redeml tion. 	bdiever is sealed ow by the Spirit ; 
an unbeliever at ll times needs to bc quickened. Were 
the unbeliever sealed, it would be woe to him ; it would 
fix him (if it could be) in his state of ruin. " In whom 
after that ye believed ye were sealed." It is not a question 
of what the interval may be. It might be long or short. 
But no man is sealed the very instant be believes. First, 
there is the Spirit of God bringing him to judge himself 
and his sins berore God. Thus is the soul born of God ; 
be believes the gospel and finds peace. Men were cleansed 
by the or or born of the Spirit, before the gospel. In 
reality it is the word by the quickening energy of the 
Spirit revealing Christ that effects this. The word brings 
home God's judgment of sins now instead of by and by. 
Hence it, is mischievous to date a soul's conversion or 
quickening from the day when it is first awakened or 
made happy. 

It is of the deepest consequence to bring souls to re- 
pentance, as much really as to bring them into peace. 
People talk often of having peace with God long before 
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they know what it means. They may have joy before. 
There may be a bright revelation to the soul through Christ 
which they are apt to call Peace; but for solid peace the 
soul must have found its all in the work of Christ, enter- 
ing by faith into God's mind about itself and Him. 
Consequently it can rest only in that full redemption of 
the Lord Jesus. Then the Holy Ghost seals. There can 
be no sealing until Christ and His work are thus rested 
on. The two things are distinct,—to be born of the Spirit 
of God, and to be sealed on the ground of Christ's re- 
demption. When the soul has submitted to the righteous- 
ness of God, the Spirit seals it. 

But our gospel is bringing us into the truth of Christ's 
person, as applied to whatever the Holy Ghost traces it 
here. He was not baptized by the Spirit, but He 
baptized others by the Holy Spirit. "Upon whom thou 
shalt see the Spirit," &c. There was an entirely special 
glory in our Lord's case. The Spirit was as the dove, 
not as in the day of Pentecost the rushing wind or the 
tongue of fire. 

Yet was Jesus man, and joined those who confessed their 
sins and were baptized with water. But at that very mo- 
ment the heavens opened and the Father's voice was heard, 
and the Holy Ghost descended on. Him, but no baptism of 
the Spirit for Him, no power needed to bring Him out of 
the position in which He was to a new and a better one. It 
was as on man that the Holy Ghost came down, on Christ 
without blood; no sacrifice did He need, no offering for 
sin, for in Him was none. Yet it is the believer that 
most of all confesses what be is and what he has done, 
and. the Holy Ghost not only descends, not only abides, 
as on Christ, but baptizes. It is the divine power that 
puts us in entirely new associations in and with Christ. 

But the body is not the only great truth of God. It 
would be wrong to state that the baptism of the Holy 



JESUS THE SON OF GOD. 
05 

Ghost effects it alone. The unity in John is very different 
from that of Paul. It is never the unity of the body, but 
that which is of Christ in us. Being thus formed by the 
Spirit of God, it has the character of deeper intimacy, and 
is rather family unity, giving communion of mind, feelirg, 
and purpose. We have had the work of Christ on earth 
in respect to sin ; before the work of redemption there 
could not be baptism of the Holy Ghost. The work must 
be laid as a basis which would glorify God and is to take 
away the world's sin. Nov this work is dpne, and we 
can be thus baptized. 

But many arc quite incredulous. They hold that the 
Old Testament saints were just as much thus baptized ; 
only we have better knowledge and can judge of every- 
thing, and so on. This is not the only em on They 
are doctrines that flow from a low estimate, if not of 
Christ, certainly of His work, and consequently there is 
no thorough judgment of sin. or the world. Doubtless 
some would be disposed to talk of " peculiar views." 
How little have such souls been exercised by the word 
of God ! We used, when denominationalists, to hav€ 
peculiar views ; we are getting rid of them now through 
the Lord's mercy. 

The testimony of His work now follows the declara- 
tion of His person. So the two disciples heard aim 
speak, and followed Jesus. But we fail to see the 
force of this, .unless we see who it was that gave the 
testimony. According to the Lord Jesus Himself, " Of 
all that are born of women, none was greater than His 
messenger John the Baptist. Yet the effect of it is that 
the disciples leave him for Jesus. " Behold the Lamb of 
God " had sunk into their hearts. Now we see this 
blessed result : they followed Jesus. 

Here comes out the glory of the person. of Christ. If 
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e had not been God, what a slight it would have been 
zo have given up John the Baptist! John was the 
greatest of God's servants ; but lie says, " He must increase 
and I must decrease." God was there in the man Christ 
Jesus. This truth abides still, and we see it open out a 
little, when " Andrew findeth Simon and he brought him 
to Jesus " (ver. 42). 

Now I want to shew that there is another truth of the 
highest possible importance taught in all this. God is 
not merely saving souls, but gathering to Jesus. Do we 
want to know what He is gathering for and what to ? It 
is to Jesus. One was there, God, that was not, only from 
the beginning, but who looked right on to the end ; there 
may be other things to intervene, but once we find this 
immense landmark, what a change ? Jesus is not merely 
a Saviour but a centre ; and this is what the Spirit here 
brings before us. There is nothing else to give us both 
firmness and humility. It communicates a deep sense of 
what God has at first done and is still doing; for we are 
simply recovering what God has laid down in His word. It 
is what has long since slipped out of mind in Christendom. 

This further truth I would now press on those that 
are here. It is not enough to have salvation, still 
less to have life in time, and forgiveness through His 
blood. God also gives us Christ as His one central object 
for gathering together. His love to us, His glory, would 
not be satisfied by conferring blessings on us. He makes 
CHRIST to be the one, adequate and abiding centre for the 
saints on earth. If He had not been God, it would h we 
been a derogation from His own honour ; but as He is Ciod 
equally with the Father, to own Him thus is the Father's 
joy. In 	things the blessed servant of God, that Man 
alone was God, and in Him we find the true centre. 

But the knowledge of Christ as the Lamb of God pre. 
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.des this, as we see here. Then God puts this desire 
into our hearts. The destroyer of the works of the devi], 
the deliverer from sin, attracts our hearts and we go forth 
to Him.--(Compare Heb. xiii. 13.) No person orpolity' 
doctrine or creed, is worthy of such a place. It is 
due to Christ from all that are His. It is not a question 
of a centre by and by in heaven. Scripture spews us 
the value of Him now as the divinely-given centre on 
earth. So in Matt. xviii. 20, He says, " Where two or 
three are gathered together unto My name, there am I in 
the midst of them." What a joy to have Him thus. We 
shall ever be around Him in. heaven ; but why defraud 
Him and our own souls of the privilege, not to say 
bounden duty, of the same principle now and on earth 
It is His holy and unquestionable will about us ; and we 
dishonour Him if we do not gather to Him here below. 

Let me refer you to other Scriptures that prove the 
importance of it, as' Matt. xii. 30. " He that is not with 
Me is against Me ; and he that gatliei'eth not with Me 
scattereth abroad." The believer is called to take his 
stand for and with Christ, and to make Him his one awl 
continual centre for gathering souls to. It goes far be- 
yond the fact that one believes; " for. be that gathereth 
not with Me scattereth." The first is for myself, the 
second, is for my work ; and in both respects Christ is all. 
He is my Lord and Saviour, He is also my centre, and, 
in whatever way seen, He is in all His divine perfection 
the needed and the given One, and as His own God works 
that we should be gathered to Him and gather. There 
may be seductions and trials, and these not on one side 
merely, but on all sides. There may be fair appearances, 
efforts after union if not unity, and success may be claimed 
where Christ is not the centre. There may be sorrow and 



JESUS THE SO OF GOD. 98 

shame where He is thus acknowledged, sometimes wrong 
done and sometimes a right thing in a wrong way. We 
are not to be moved on the one hand, nor to be insensible 
on the other. For where God's centre is owned in faith 
it is in general a question of grace and patience, though 
possibly at times a question of judgment, but all these 
things turn in the long run. to Christ's glory, and then 
what joy for those who wait in faith ! 

Thus Christ as the centre for saints on earth be- 
comes of the deepest practical moment. There may be 
all kinds of centres, but whatever they be they are rivals. 
Every one but Himself is repudiated by God's word, and 
really it would be an unworthy centre for His people were 
we to substitute for Himself anything i the Bible—say 
the highest truth—His body, the Church. For that very 
reason you would have not only a spurious centre, which 
has wrought infinite mischief, as we see in Catholicism, 
Romanism, &c., but besides the very narrowest of all 
narrow parties ; you would merely have those that under- 
stand the Church of God. A similar result would follow 
if the Lord's coming became the central object and test 
for gathering to. We have been speaking to-day of the 
Lord's coming, and the very souls who would need most 
the loving gracious care of Christ, are the very persons 
who would then be rigidly shut out ; for how _little is 
their intelligence in this or anything else ! 

Where Christ is held to truly as the centre, it will be 
found that the affections freely flow to 	all that He 
loves. If you have the true centre, can it be doubted 
that you will find yourself with the true circutaference 
It is His name by faith in it which alonegathers accord- 
ing to God, and those who answer to it are welcome to 
Him, and should be to us. Hence also it appears to me 
quite a mistake to set forth the Church or its principles 
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As the remedy for the present distractions of God's 
children, but to set souls right with Christ. I have never 
met a Christian who simply and fully entered into the 
liberty of Christ without also finding out the value 
of Christ, as the true centre for saints. Let them only 
know Christ better and His redemption, and then .follows 
the heart's decision to cleave to Him in every w uy. ors 
the other hand, I have known many an one familiarly 
learning the Church, the Lord's coming, and other grand 
truths, who nevertheless remain in their old human associa- 
tions. If we all owned the same person, work, and centre 
in Christ, we should all circle in harmony around Him. 

But it is, alas ! far from the fact ; and men cleave each 
to their systems, which thus, whatever they may argue, 
become a rivalry of Christ. Nor should one wish to hurry 
any soul. Those who hear and refuse Christ as a centre 
should be left with the Lord, I have known those who 
seemed even spiritually-minded to turn out, quite un- 
sound in faith, so that if you had only known you would 
have thanked God for keeping such away. If then you 
are content with Christ as the centre, do you gather with 
Him, and He will approve it when He comes again. 

But if you are not gathering with Him, what forfeits 
! what scattering ; o ! what an utter collapse of zeal 

and labour ! Can you deny that His word warned you ? 
Which is the case with you ? To what centre are you 
really gathering ? Have you the " open door " and Christ 
inside, Christ in the midst ? Are you looking and labour- 
ing in the Spirit to that centre? He is worthy, He alone. 

But there is another passage to be noticed briefly, in 
Mark ix. 40, " He that is not against us is on .our part?' 
Here it is a question of largeness of heart in what is 
wrought, and not of the paramount claims of Christ per- 
sonally. Hence it is no longer " me " but " us," and " on 
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our part." " And John answered him, saying, Master, 
we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he 
followeth not us: and we forbad him, because be followeth 
Jot us. But Jesus said, Forbid him not for there is no 
man which shall do a miracle in my name, that can 
lightly speak evil of me. For he that is not against 
is on our part?' The danger / is here of narrowness in 
service, not of speaking against the Son of Alan and the 
Holy Spirit. The faithful should appreciate true service 
wherever it is, but can only gather with Christ. Wu 
have to bear this in mind. There is such a thing as work 
done in the name of the Lord Jesus, which is not done 
within the circle that is formed round the true centre. 
And what have we to do ? Meddling as little as possible, 
we should heartily own whatever is done in His name, but 
cleave to Himself as our only security, as well as our joy 
awl boast. 

You may see often a servant of Christ in a false 
position yet blessed to others largely. Do you envy it 
Or would you depreciate the work done ? The Lord 
answers to the faith in His name with 	the least en- 
dorsing what even we regard with deep regret. Be con- 
tent yourself to keep His word and not deny His name. 
Do not forget the distinction between the sovereignty of 
Christ's grace and the Christian's fidelity to His person. 
I can understand an unhappy limn always murmuring, 
but those brought into the richest blessing may well re- 
joice like Paul in Phil. i. But do not confound largeness 
with laxity. Of all things under the sun there is in a 
saint nothing worse than looseness ; but the more right 
we are by grace, the more we can afford to be gracious. 

Cleaving to Christ, then, let us watch against the nar- 
rowness that is only occupied with our own things. If in 
Matthew w have Christ against rata n, in Mark on tho 
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other hand we have the place we should give to a servant, 
even dna with us, The Lord Jesus did not, could not, say 
as regards Himself what He says about His service. Com- 
pare Lulu ix. 5 for the one and Luke xi. 23 for the other. 
The Gospel of Luke is pre-eminently full of great moral 
principles. 

Nor is it only that we have the divine centre in Christ, 
in order to be thus kept from building up something that 
has to be taken down when He conies, but we are in the 
midst of dangers, and snares, and evil. How are we to 
be kept from these ? By Jesus, the same yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever. The same divine person provides Jim 
all the difficulties of every day. 	He is the light of life, 
as well as the centre for our zeal. and labour. Every 
word of God is precious and profitable, as every Scripture 
is impired of Him ; but we need to read Christ in it to 
reap the full value ; and for this we may count on the 
Spirit of God who is here to glorify Christi. 

I do not believe that the word of God apart from 
Christ ever does suffice for His purpose or our blessing. 
The word written is meant to associate with Christ and 
not to dispense with Him; God has given us His word. 
So He says to Philip, " Follow me " (yen 43). He is the 
way as well as the truth and life. How blessedly we 
have Himself set out in the word If a person is in 
difficulty and a situation opens out for him, lie might 
think it providential ; but he is required to do certain 
things he knows to be wrong. Is he then to follow Christ 
or evil ? The voice of Jesus i beard, " Follow me." Thus 
in cur whole path by His grace we have the same Christ 
that engages our affections and service. Is Christ, then, 
your object ? He is the TRUE, the HOLY ; and those that 
hear His voice will cleave to Him. Christ, who is the 
constant spring of blessing, is the safeguard of every saint 
in this world of vain slew. 
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The Lord, then, is " the way," as Lie expressly says of 
Himself in John xiv., as truly as He is the attractive 
centre; and we need Him quite as much for our way now 
on earth. Are we competent to pass safely through this 
wilderness where there is no way ? Only by cleaving to 
Christ as the way. It is a great thing to work to Hiw, 
as well as from Him and for Him ; but there is no 
adequate, no absolute preservation from slips and devia- 
tiohs on our part, or from the mil dins of others, let 
them be ever so wise in the main, save by following Jesus. 
He only is the way. We have to " beware of men ;" we 
do well to try by the word what saints say and do, but 
we may, we ought, to unreservedly follow this divine 
and divinely given way—our Lord Jesus. It was not 
needed in the paradise of man unfallen ; it will not be 
in the paradise of God, where all will be according to His 
will and glory in unfailing goodness, and no seducer in- 
trude more, no weakness or lack of vigilance expose on 
our part. But whether we look at what is without, or bear 
in mind what our nature is within, we do deeply need a 
sure path through the world, away above its motives and 
maxims and habits and objects. And here we have the 
one God delights in, even Christ, not only as the Lamb of 
God and the centre in grace and of right for the saints, 
but as the way to follow through all snares and difficulties 
and dangers. Who that knows would fear-to follow Him 
May we learn to know Him better as the only way. "If 
any man serve me, let him follow MC and where I am 
there shall also my serve, t 	if any man serve me, 
him will my Father honour " 
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