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A LECTURE Nº.2 -

ON THE USE OF MONEY,

Being one of a Course of Lectures, delivered during the Winter Months,

in Ebenezer Chapel, Bradford; with an APPENDIX containing,

ANSWERS to SIX QUESTIONS on the same subject, proposed to the

Author after the delivery of his Lecture,

BY WILLIAM TROTTER,

PREACHER of the gospel. IN THE MErnboist New connexion.

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust

doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,

and where thieves do not breakthrough and steal; for where your trea.

sure is, there will your heart be also.” Matt. vi. 19, 21.

THE subject of this evening’s lecture is the use of money. In

discussing it, we shall very likely have to encounter old and

deeply-rooted prejudices in most whom we address. There is no

subject on which the will of God is more plainly revealed, and

yet there is no subject on which professing Christians more widely

and generally err. To receive the truth on this subject, and to

submit to its influence, requires a greater amount of self-renuncia

tion and confidence in God, than is requisite for the reception

and practice of the truth on almost any other point: and that is

the reason why men are so unwilling to be enlightened on this

important subject. And even when men are convinced of the

truth, they are unwilling to reduce it to practice, and they are

frequently displeased when we urge it on their attention. It is

no part of our business, however, to accommodate our preaching

to the prejudices of our hearers. It is our duty to speak the

truth, whether it be painful or pleasant to those whom we address.

Whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear, we must

declare the whole counsel of God. This is the course which we

purpose, in God’s name and in God’s strength, to pursue this

evening. We shall endeavour, in the first place,

1. To consider several ways in which money is improperly

used.

2. To show what is the proper use of money.

3. To lay before you the principal arguments by which this is

proved to be the only proper use of money.

4. To answer objections which may be made to this view of

the subject.

5. To *: a few motives to induce you properly to use this

precious talent entrusted to you by God.

I. We are to consider several ways in which money is impro

perly used.

1. Some hoard it up. As a provision for sickness or old age, or

as a portion for their children, they hoard it up. This is plainly

forbidden in the word of God. “Lay not up for yourselves trea

sures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
*Tas,
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thieves break through and steal.”—Matt. vi. 19. This is as plain a

command as “Thou shalt not kill,” or “Thou shalt not commit

adultery.” And the reasons for this command are assigned by

the Saviour. One of them is, that laying up for ourselves trea

sures upon earth, steals away our hearts from God. God is en

titled to be the supreme object of our affections, and he claims our

entire and unlimited confidence. . If we lay up for ourselves trea

sures upon earth, we are almost inevitably led to place our affec

tions on them ; and we do certainly trust in them for preservation

from many of the evils of life, instead of trusting in God alone:

“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”—

Matt. vi., 21. Observe—it is not, Be careful while you lay up

treasure on earth, that your hearts be in heaven—these are not

the Saviour’s words. No-Lay not up for yourselves treasures

upon earth... but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven...for

where your treasure is, there will your hearts (your affections,

your confidence) be also.

Another reason which the Saviour assigns for prohibiting the

laying up for ourselves treasures upon earth is, the extreme un

certainty of these treasures. Lay not up for yourselves treasures

upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves

Break through and steal. God loves us, and he would not have

us place our affections on objects which can yield no certain satis

faction; he would not have us put our trust in that which would

be likely to fail us in the time of greatest need. Riches take to

themselves wings and fly away. The man who rolls in wealth to

day, may be poor as the beggar on the dunghill to-morrow. He

who is able, if he were willing, to distribute bread to thousands

now, may, ere long, himself be dependent on the charity of

others. God would have us to withdraw our confidence from

objects so uncertain as earthly treasures, and by a wise and cha

ritable distribution of our substance, he would have us to lay up

for ourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust

doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through and

steal.

Another reason assigned by the Redeemer for prohibiting the

laying up for ourselves treasures upon earth is, that it is unneces

sary. If we do our duty now, God will take care of us in future :

He will see to it that we do not lack the necessaries of life.

“For your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of these

things.” And does God feed the fowls of the air? Does he

clothe the flowers of the field? And will he leave his people to

perish? Such is the reasoning of the Saviour; and who is there

that does not feel its force? -

The Apostle Paul follows in the footsteps of his master, and

furnishes us with an additional reason against hoarding our

money. , “Godliness with contentment”, says he, “is great gain.
Tor we brought* into this world. and it is certain we can

carry nothing out. And having food anárament let us be there:

with content. . But they that will (or desire to) be rich, fall into

temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts,



3

which drown men in destruction and perdition.” Let those who

lay up for themselves treasures upon earth beware. The Apostle

declares that such persons “fall into temptation,”—not that they

are tempted merely—but that they fall into temptation. They

enter into it, and commit themselves, to it, like a man who

plunges himself into the sea. “They fall into a snare,” “agin, a

steel trap, which shows no appearance of danger; but as soon as

any creature touches the spring, it suddenly closes; and either

crushes its bones in pieces, or consigns it to inevitable ruin.”

“And into many foolish and hurtful lusts:”—such as the lust of

power, of ease, of display, of sensual gratifications. . These are

shown by experience to be the invariable results of the practice

against which we now contend. Where is the Christian that has

hoarded his money and increased his treasure, who has maintain

ed his spirituality of mind, his victory over the world, his power

over the flesh and its appetites and desires?, These foolish and

hurtful lusts “drown men's souls in destruction and perdition.”

They destroy all those spiritual affections and benevolent sympa

thies, which render the soul excellent and godlike here; and they

drown the soul in everlasting perdition hereafter. And is such

the influence of earthly treasures 2 Is it any wonder that Jesus

should forbid us to lay them up 2 And does it not become all

those who profess any regard for the authority of the Gospel, to

take heed to their ways in this respect?

But then there are persons who say that they hoard their

money, not for themselves, but for their children. And is

this practice less objectionable than the other? Does treasure laid

up for ourselves steal away our hearts from God? And is there

no danger of it stealing away your children’s hearts from God as

well? Or is it less important that your children should love God

Supremely, and trust him implicitly, than that you should do so

yourselves? Are treasures laid up for yourselves uncertain?

And are they more secure when laid up for your offspring? You

think to preserve your children from want : but who does not

know, that riches treasured up by industrious careful parents,

are generally squandered away by idle and profligate children?

If your treasures do not take their flight before they pass into

your children's hands, your children themselves may lose them,

and thus furnish another proof of the insecurity of earthly good.

Islaying up treasure for ourselves unnecessary because§ has

engaged to provide for us? And are not our children included in

God’s covenant engagements? Does not the Psalmist say, “I

have been young and now am old, yet have I not seen the righte

ous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread?” Psalm xxxvii., 25.

Can we trust in the promises of Jehovah to provide for ourselves,

and cannot we trust him to provide for our children after us? Aré

treasures laid up for ourselves pernicious? And will they be

less so to our children? What a dreadful portion to leave to our

offspring, temptation and a snare, and many foolish. and hurt

* See, Wesley's Sermon on the Danger of Riches.
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ful lusts, to drown them in destruction and perdition 1 Are they

not prone enough to sin, that we should leave them a perpetual

temptation ? Are there not snares sufficient to beset their path,

that we should set a trap for them too ! Are not foolish and

hurtful lusts sufficiently rife in their hearts, that we should

strive to increase their number, and augment their virulence? Are

not our children in sufficient danger of destruction and perdition

already, that we should endeavour to push them over the fearful

precipice 2 There are thousands who are now running a career of

vice and prodigality, who might have been virtuous and prudent;

and there are thousands in hell who might have been in heaven,

but for the ill-judged, mistaken kindness of their parents, who left

them the means of feeding their passions, corrupting their charac

ter, and ruining their". Provide for the wants of your child

ren, as long as they are dependent upon you; train them up to

know, and fear, and love, and obey God; teach them some honest,

useful calling, and leave the rest to themselves and to God. If

they should be qualified to make a right use of money, they will

then be in the fair way of obtaining it; and if they should not

be qualified to use it properly, the less they have of it the

i. the better for themselves, and the better for all around

them.

2. But there are those who do nothoardtheir money, who yet use

it improperly. They use it for purposesof mereselfish gratification.

As though there were no God to whom they must account for the

use which they make of the talents entrusted to them ; as though

there were no suffering human beings to whom their money might

impart relief, they employ it all in the indulgence of their own

unsanctified propensities. “The lust of the flesh, the lust ofthe eye,

and the pride of life,” like a deep whirlpool, swallow up all those

resources, by a proper use of which they might impºrt light, and

life, and happiness to their perishing fellow-men. “The lust of the

flesh,”—the craving after mere animal indulgences; such as the

pleasures of eating and drinking. You may think that we are

almost insulting an audience like the present, to suppose that

any who are here can employ their money in this way :

but alas! a little closer acquaintance with the character and

conduct of professing Christians, would convince you, that such

remarks are not uncalled for. If you knew the immense sums of

money which are expended by professing Christians in intoxicat

ing drinks, in tobacco and snuff, to say nothing of what is spent

in tea and coffee, you would be astonished at the sensuality ofthe

church, and you would see the necessity that there is for plain.

and faithful dealing on these matters. “The lust of the eye;”—

that is a desire to gratify curiosity, a craving after the pleasures

of sight and imagination. Under this head may be classed all

the money that is laid out in novels, light poetry, tales, and other

works of the imagination; the money expended in attending

theatres and exhibitions; in the purchase of pictures, portraits,
and images; in the collection of curiosities; in the cultivation

and gratification of a taste for music; and a great part of the
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money laid out in books of travels and metaphysical speculations.

I am aware that some of these things have their use, and that

there are men who do better in employing their time and money

in pursuits like these, than they would do if they were not thus

engaged : but it seems to me that most, if not all of these things

are beneath the notice of a Christian. The physician, who might

be healing the diseases of his fellow-men, and be saving hundreds

of lives, would be but ill-employed in administering medicine to

insects and worms. In like manner the Christian, who ought to

be labouring to enlighten and save the souls of men, is employed

unworthily if he spends his time and money in collecting and

arranging plants, and shells, and insects. There are men to whose

minds pursuits like these may furnish useful discipline, and pre

pare them for better things perhaps; but for a Christian to em

ploy his property and time in attention to such matters, seems to

me to be a waste of both. “The pride of life;”—that is the love

of display. To this idol is sacrificed all the money expended on

useless finery in dress, on costly furniture, splendid equipages,

meedlessly large and magnificent houses, pleasure-gardens, fish

ponds, and a variety of other things by which people endeavour

to display their riches, and shew their superiority to other men.

Can it be becoming in a Christian, who regards nothing as his

own, to expend his master’s property in such ways as these?

Are not all these unworthy methods of using money? Suppos

ing they were not forbidden, and that consequently they were

not directly sinful; could we expect a reward in the next world

either for hoarding our money, or for using it in gratifying the

lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, or the pride of life? But

have we not seen that the first is plainly forbidden? And does

not John declare,º the latter, that these are all of the

world, and that if any man love the world, the love of the Father

is not in him 2 And should we use God’sºy in procuring

worldly gratifications, if we did not love the world? Oh! friends,

it is high time for us to bestir ourselves and seriously to consider

this matter, lest we be found at last unfaithful before God.

II. We are now in the second place to show what is the proper

use of money.

The great object for which money, and every thing besides

should be used, is to promote the glory of God, and the happiness

of the human family. This is the object for which our Maker

has given us life, and breath, and all things; and nothing can be

properly used, which is not used with a view to this object.

How then are we to use the money which God has entrusted to

us, so as most effectually to promote this great object? To this

question we answer,

1st. We must provide the necessaries of life for ourselves, and

for those who are naturally dependent upon us. We have each

a body, and for its nourishment and preservation, it is requisite

that we should have plain wholesome food to eat, decent com

fortable raiment to wear, as well as an habitation in which to

dwell. And not only is it requisite that we should provide these

A 2
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things for ourselves, but also for our wives and children, and for

our parents also, if they be aged and unable to provide for

themselves, as well as for any other of our natural relations who

may, in the providence of God, be deprived of the means of pro

curing their own subsistence. We have minds as well as bodies,

and it is as important that our minds should be improved and cul

tivated, as that our bodies should be clothed and fed. We are

therefore not only to provide food and coverings for our bodies

and for the bodies of those dependent upon us, but also useful

books and other means of instruction and improvement for our

souls. And if the soul be indeed more valuable and important

than the body, these are as really necessaries of life as food and

raiment... Now to procure all these necessaries for ourselves and

our families, some of us work at a calling, others conduct a trade,

and others again cultivate the ground. The mechanic must

therefore save sufficient to procure him the necessary implements

of his calling; the tradesman must save sufficient to form a capi

tal wherewith to conduct his business; and the husbandman

must save, from the proceeds of one year's harvest, enough to pro

cure seed from which to raise the next year's crop. As much as is

indispensably necessary to conduct the trade or calling by which

we procure the necessaries of life for ourselves and for our fami

lies, we are at perfect liberty to save; the surplus must be

employed according to the ensuing directions.

2nd. After providing the necessaries of life for ourselves and

families, we must assist our needy brethren in the Lord, and

either singly or unitedly save them all from want. There is

wealth in the church of Christ to provide for all its poor and

destitute members. And is it not a shame that we should leave

them to perish, for whom Christ died, and with whom we are

united in the bonds of christian fellowship ! Or supposing that

they do not actually perish, is it right to leave them to be sup

ported by ungodly men : To subsist—barely to subsist—on the

charity of a cold world 2 Do we treat them as brethren when

we leave them to hunger, and nakedness, and disgrace, while we

have enough and to spare : Do we in this matter act in accord

ance with the Apostolic, or rather with the Divine direction, “ Not

that other men be eased and ye burdened, but by an equality,

that now, at this time, your abundance may be a supply for their

want, that their abundance also may be a supply for your want,

that there may be equality, as it is written, he that gathered

much had nothing over, and he that had gathered little had no

lack.”—2 Cor. viii. 13, 14, and 15. When shall we return to

Gospel principles and primitive usages 2 When shall the re

proach of the church be rolled away? When shall we unite

with one accord to love and assist each other as brethren indeed 2

Depend upon it, until then, all our efforts to spread the religion

of the Gospel, will be attended with but little success,

. 8d. After providing the necessaries of life for ourselves and fami

lies, and assisting to place all our Christian brethren above want,

we must do what we can to relieve the temporal distresses of our
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fellow-men generally. The Gospel is unlike all human systems;

it combines the prudent care for ourselves and families which they

enjoin, with an expansive and universal benevolence peculiar

to itself. It does not forbid us to provide for ourselves, but

it forbids us to be content with this. It does not break up our

family arrangements, and dissolve the ties which bind husband

and wife, parent and child, brother and sister, together: no, it

requires us tenderly to care for our families, and assiduously to

romote their welfare : but it forbids us to stop here. It intro

uces us to another family, the household of faith ; and it teaches

us, as members of this family, to watch over each other for good;

to administer to each other's necessities; and by every means

within our power, to promote each other's welfare. But we are

not to stop even here. Though we are especially to do good to the

...'of faith, we are to do good, as we have opportunity, to

all men. The Gospel teaches us to regard all men as our brethren,

as children of one common Parent, and partakers of one common

nature. It teaches us to sympathize with all who suffer, and in

proportion to our ability, toº all who are in need. And if

we use aright the property entrusted to us by God, we shall do

what we can to supply the temporal wants of our fellow-men.

We speak of their temporal wants first, not because we regard

them as more important or more pressing than their spiritual ne—

cessities, but because they are conscious of the one, while they

are ignorant of the other. They feel the want of bread, whether

they feel the want of knowledge or not. They feel the want of

raiment, whether they feel the want of salvation or not. And they

estimate your amount of love to them, by the regard you pay to

their temporal comfort; and if you neglect to feed their bodies,

you will attempt in vain to feed their souls. All your efforts

to promote their salvation will be fruitless, or nearly so, unless

you manifest your affection for them by relieving their temporal

distresses. “A man’s gift makes room for him,” is a proverb not

more ancient than it is true; and if Christians generally would

but do what they might, and what they ought, to benefit men's

bodies, their power to benefit men's souls would be incalculably

increased.*

4th. After providing the necessaries of life for yourselves and for

your families; after assisting your brethren in the Lord who

stand in need of help ; and after doing what you can to supply

the temporal wants of your fellow-men generally; then what re

mains must be sacredly devoted to the spread of knowledge and

true religion in the world. While you attend to the welfare of

the bodies of men, you must by no means forget their souls:

while you endeavour to promote their comfort in time, you must

not neglect to labour for their happiness in eternity. And there are

calls sufficient in the dark, and sinful, and wretched condition of

mankind, for the employment of all the resources which Chris

* Besides, it is only º supporting men in life, that we can have the op

portunity of doing good to their souls.
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tians can command, to send them the light, and the holy and

bliss-inspiring influences of the Gospel of Christ. And before

the Gospel can universally prevail, Christian men, and women

must be brought to feel and to acknowledge that their property is

not their own, but only entrusted to them by God for the pro

motion of his glory, and the extension of his cause: that they

themselves are not their own, but that they are bought, with a

#. ; and that they are therefore bound by obligations the most

eep and and solemn, to glorify God with their bodies and with

their spirits which are his.

III. We proceed, in the third place, to lay before you some of

the principal arguments by which this is proved to be the only

proper way of using money.

he first argument that we would mention is drawn from the

relation which we sustain to God as stewards. We are frequently

represented in Scripture, “as stewards of the manifold mercies of

God.” Perhaps you all know what a steward is, and what is

expected at his hands. He is one to whom the property of

another is entrusted, to be used, not as he himself may please, but

according to the wishes of the proprietor. The proprietor may

allow the steward to supply his own wants and the wants of his

family out of the stock, but all the remainder must be employed

for the purposes specified by the proprietor. So God has en

trusted to each of us a portion of this world’s goods. He has

expressly allowed us to supply our present wants out of this

stock, for he enjoins us to provide things honest in the sight of

all men; but then he as expressly requires that “having food and

raiment (or coverings, as the word signifies) we be therewith

content.” We have seen that he forbids us to lay up for our

selves any thing for the future; and that he prohibits the use of

any portion of his property to gratify the lust of the flesh, the

lust of the eye, or the pride of life. We have seen also that he

requires us, as we have opportunity, to do good unto all men,

and especially to the household of faith; and now we ask whether

our duty to God, as the proprietor of the property we hold, does

not require us to use it all as he directs? You have a clerk to

manage your concerns; you allow him to provide plain comforta

ble food and raiment for himself and his family out of your"

property; but all the remainder you require him to use according

to specific directions which you give him. Instead of this, how

ever, he regularly lays up for himself a certain portion of your

money;-and not enly so, but he regularly expends a great deal

of it in useless luxuries and unnecessary finery; and all that he

thus expends contrary to your wishes, diminishes the sum you

intended to be used in another way. What would you think of

such a clerk? Would you not regard him as a dishonest man?

And would you not, as soon as you detected his fraudulent prac

tices, dismiss him from your service? And is there any less

dishonesty in your conduct, if you appropriate God’s money to

Turposes of self-interest andº, which he has so

expressly forbidden: especially when all that you thus hoard or
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expend, diminishes the resources which. are expressly required

to employ for other purposes and in other ways? Brethren, tell

als how much you have, that you have not received; and we can

then tell you how much you may expend according to your own

leasure. Inform us what you have that does not belong to

od; and we can inform you how much you may expend without

consulting him. But if you have nothing but what you have

received—nothing that you can properly call your own: if eve

thing you have belongs to God, and if you are but the stewar

of his mercies, then we beseech you, as you would be found

faithful before Him, never lay up for yourselves a shilling; never

lay out a shilling, unless you have the best reason to believe that

the way in which you lay it out is such as your Master will

ºhe first great command, to love God with all our heart and

soul and strength, will furnish another argument to prove that

the views already expressed are correct. If you love God with

all your heart, and soul, and strength, you will be anxious to

Fº his designs; and there is nothing which you will not

e disposed and prepared to sacrifice, in order to promote them.

You know what God’s designs are. You know that he intends

the salvation and happiness of all mankind. You know that

he designs every error to be corrected; every sin to be destroyed ;

every tear to be wiped away; and every human soul to be filled

with light, and love, and joy. And you also know that to use

your money in the way which we have recommended, would

hasten the accomplishment of these blessed objects. And can

you hesitate? “Yes, but then we might bring ourselves to po

verty.” And suppose you did. Was not Jesus poor? Were

not the Apostles poor? And were they not voluntarily poor,

because they loved God, and wished to promote his merciful

designs? And do you love God with all your heart and soul and

strength, if you would rather see the purposes of his love defeated,

or at least their accomplishment delayed, than submit like your

Master to become poor? “Well, but if we were to act on these

views, we should have to forego so many pleasures and gratifica

tions.” . And do you love God with all your heart and soul and

strength, while any thing is a greater gratification to you than

the promotion of his designs? Is it not plain enough that in

that case you love the pleasures of the world and of the flesh

more than you love God? And if so, why not throw off the

mask 2 Why not avow your principles, and let your character

be seen in its proper light?

The second great command, to love our neighbour as ourselves,

Will furnish a third argument in favour of the views which have

been advanced. A female was conversing with me the other day

on this subject, and I asked her, “Supposing you had a little

money by you, and that your present means of obtaining a live

* You may see this subject considered at length in Wesley's Sermons s

on “The Good Steward,” and on “The Use of Money.”

A 3
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lihood were to fail; would you perish yourself and let your

children perish, before you would touch the money that you had

laid up against a future time of need?” “No, certainly I would

not,” she said. “Well,” I continued, “there is your neighbour,

an honest, industrious, prudent man; he has no means at present

of obtaining sustenance for himself and for his family. Unless

they are relieved by the kindness of others, they must, to all ap

pearance, inevitably perish. Now you said that if you were in

such circumstances yourself, and had anything laid up for future

need, you would use it to save you from starvation. And doyou

love your neighbour as well as yourself, if you allow him and his

little ones to perish, rather than touch your hoard’” Who does

not see that this is impossible; and that if we are to love our

neighbour as we love ourselves, we must act on the principles laid

down in this discourse?

The Apostolic injunction, “Whether3. eat or drink, or what

soever ye do, do all to the glory of God,” affords another reason

in support of those principles which we have laid down. When

God entrusts us with money for the purpose of doing good to

our fellow-creatures, and commands us as we have opportunity

to do good unto all men, can we hoard that money up to the

glory of God? Or can we spend it in display or self-indulgence

to the glory of God? Can we look up to God and say with child

like simplicity and confidence, “Lord thou knowest all things,

and thou knowest that in laying up this money, I have no object

butº glory in view. It is true thou hast said, “Lay not up for

yourselves treasures upon earth,” but I cannot think that this

means I am to save nothing against a time of sickness and dis

tress; I am afraid that if I were to do so I should come to want.

Thou hast said indeed, ‘Take no thought for to-morrow ; suffi

cient unto the day is the evil thereof; still I shall feel safer if I

do take a little thought and lay a little by against a future time

of need. But still I have no wish but to please thee, and I do it

to thy glory !” Could you thus address the omniscient, God?

You know you could not. If we are to do all to the glory of

God, we must act on the principles which we have been endea

vouring to inculcate.

IV. We must proceed however to answer some objections which

may be made to the principles for which we have been pleading.

And first, some timid fearful soul is ready to say, “What are

we to do in sickness and old age, if we make no provision for

them beforehand?” To this we answer, 1. You may never be

aged, for you may die in the prime of life: you may never be

sick, or at least you may never have a lingering sickness; you

may die suddenly. 2. Supposing it should be otherwise, you

have once been as helpless and dependent, as you would be in

sickness or old age; and were you not provided for then?, “Yes,

but my parents provided for me then.” I know it, but who was

it that enabled and disposed them to do so? And could not God

as easily dispose and enable your children or others to provide

for you in sickness or old age, as he could your parents to suply
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tour wants in infancy? 3. Supposing you have none related to

: who are able, or, if they are*:::::: are willing to provide

for you under such circumstances as these, the principles which

we have been inculcating would, if received and reduced to prac

tice by the church, secure for you an ample provision. If the

church of Christ were, as it ought to be, one grand universal

benefit society, in which all gave the surplus of their property

after supplying their present wants, and in which each mem.

had his wants supplied by the rest, as he came to be in circum

stances of need; if, in short, the church was organised on the plan

laid down in a passage already quoted, “Not that other men be

eased and ye burdened, but by an equality, that now at this

time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their

abundance also may be a supply for your want, that there may

be equality, as it is written, he that gathered much had nothing

over, and he that had gathered little had no lack,-º’-2 Cor. viii.

13, 14, and 15, if this were the practice of the church, then you

would have no need to fear. And this is one great object that

we are labouring to accomplish. 4. But you have no need to

fear even as things are atºpresent. God promises to care for you,

if you care for his cause and for the poor. “Seek first the king

dom of God and his righteousness, and these things shall be added

to you.” “The lions may lack, and the young lions may suffer

hunger, but they that wait upon the Lordshall not lack any good

thing.” “Your bread shall be given you, and your water shall be

sure.” Can you call yourself a Christian, if you have no

confidence in promises like these? And the condition of

these promises is, that you take no thought for the mor

row, that you lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth.-

See Matt. 6 chap., from the 19th verse to the end of the chapter.

5. Besides, the provision which you make is of the most uncertain

kind. I know several persons who thought to secure themselves

from want. They put by little sums from time to time, not in a

bank, (they would have brought too little interest there) but in

the hands of a wealthy man, whose credit was as great and as

extensive as the credit of most banks. He professed besides to be

a religious man. The money which some of them deposited in

his hands amounted to several hundreds of pounds, and it was, in

their estimation, beyond the reach of "danger. They were

all deceived however, for suddenly and unexpectedly the indi

yidual, in whose hands their treasure was deposited, became a

bankrupt; and after all their solicitude and care, they were left

without, provision against the time of sickness and old age.

There was another man who was anxious in his youth to provide

for age, and he invested his capital in a lucrative concern, with

every prospect of safety and success. The concern failed, however,

andhehad to begin again. He prospered again, andagain heendea

voured to provide for futuremecessities,again howeverhewasdeceiv

ed and lost his earthly all. Uncured of corroding, restless anxiety

about the future, he made a third attempt : to be unquestionably

safe this time, he deposited his money in a bank: he took a num
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ºber of shares in one of the largest and most accredited Joint

Stock Banks: and now he thought there was no danger, at last

he was certainly provided for. Hut “cursed is the man that

trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm.” The bank failed,

he lost his all, and in addition to that, he was involved in liabili

ties to the amount of some hundreds of thousands of pounds. He

has now resolved, that if he should have ever so promising an

opportunity, he will attempt no more to lay up for himself

treasures upon earth. He has determined at last to lay up trea

sure in heaven alone, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,

and where thieves do not break through and steal. And there

is no security like the promise of the Almighty. If we were Chris

tian believers, believers in reality as well as in profession, we should

more confidently rely on the promise ofJehovah, than on the best

security that earth can furnish.

A second objection to the views which we have stated is often

expressed in terms like these: “If no one was to save money,

there could be no houses built for people to live in.” I should

not have mentioned such an objection as this, but for the circum

stance that several to whom I have stated my views on this

subject have asked me, “How are houses to be built then?”

We answer, 1. Let there be a lack of houses before Christians,

make this objection. 2. When you find all the houses occupied

that are suitable for your purpose, so that you absolutely need

one to dwell in, then let a number of Christian men unite together

to build one, or as many as are required, and let the proceeds be

applied according to the principles explained, and the directions

given in this discourse. 3. There would be nothing in all this at

yariance with the principles for which we are pleading. The

first particular that we mentioned in describing the proper

use of money, was the providing for ourselves and our families

the necessaries of life. And certainly a dwelling is amongst the

necessaries of life. And then to build on the plan which has just

been described, would not be laying up for ourselves treasures on

earth; it would be assisting each other to procure the necessaries

of life, and any profits that might be realized would be sacredly

devoted to purposes of Christian benevolence.*

“Well,” says a third objector, “but does not the Apostle say,

that he who provideth not for his own, and especially for those

of his own house, hath denied the faith, and is worse than an

infidel?” ...We answer—1. The obligation of parents to provide

for their children till they are able to provide for themselves, we

cheerfully acknowledge; but thus to provide for them is one

* For an answer to any other objections like the above, we beg to refer

the reader to aº: by Thomas Smith, entitled “The Rule for the

Christians; a Sequel to the Essays on Covetousness, exhibiting the result

of an attempt to ascertain what is taught in the Oracles of God, respect

. the possession and the use ofſº. The whole subject is con

Ridered at length in this pamphlet, by one who shews himself to be

thoroughly, master of it, and one who submits in every thing to the au

thority of the Gospel of Christ.
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thing—to lay up fortunes to leave them is another thing. 2. We

believe in the obligation of children to provide for their parents,

after they become unable to provide for themselves, as well as in

the obligation of parents to provide for their children. And this

is the duty enforced in the passage quoted by our objector. It is

in 1 Tim, the 5th chap. from the 3rd to the 8th verse. The Apos

tle is giving directions that widows who are widows indeed should

beº bythe church. “But ifany widows,” say he, “have

children or nephews, let them learn first to show piety at home,

and to requite their parents; for that is good and acceptable be
fore God.” He then makes some other observations on the same

subject, and then follows the text, “But if any provide not for

his own (destitute relations), and specially for those of his own

house (his widowed mother or grandmother), he hath denied the

faith, and is worse than an infidel.” You see with what propriety

this passage is quoted in favour of leaving fortunes to children.

But I have heard a fourth objection of a different class from

all the preceding. I have heard men ask, “Is God an enemy to

our enjoyment that he would have us to deprive ourselves of the

leasures which our money would procure us?” ... We answer,

o, God is not an enemy to our enjoyment. But there are two

kinds of enjoyment. There is the enjoyment of self-indulgence

andº and there is the benevolent heavenly enjoyment of

doing good. God would have us to forego the first of these, that

We may experience the last. He would have us leave it to the

brutes to revel in the grovelling pleasures of sense, and to assert our

title to the character and enjoyments of men. He would even have

us, by a noble act of self-denial, to forego some of the pleasures

which we might as men enjoy, that we may share with angels and

himself the happiness of doing good. And who is there that has

tasted the pleasures of doing good, that would not gladly forego all

fleshly gratifications to enjoy those pleasures fully. It is because

God loves us and wishes our highest happiness that he requires us

to deny ourselves for the sake of others. He knows that the money

we spend in self-indulgence or display, though it may gratify us

for the moment, cannot yield permanent satisfaction; that so far

from this it will ultimately pierce us through with many sorrows.

He knows that were we to spend this money in doing good, it

would produce an abundant harvest of rich and enduring joys.

And it is, because he would have us reap this harvest, and feast

on it with increasing delight for ever, that he requires us to

devote all we have to the cause of truth, of charity, and of God.

And then God loves all men. He would not have one to be

arrayed in purple and fine linen, and another to be clothed in rags.

He would not have one to fare sumptuously every day, while

another feeds on the crumbs which falſ from his table. He would

not have a small portion of the human family to waste in extra

yagance and show, as much as would send the blessings of know

ledge and piety to the destitute millions of our race. No, he

would have the superfluities of one, to supply the necessities of

another; while the first is amply rewarded for his benevolence by
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experiencing the truth of that declaration, “It is more blessed to

give than to receive.” God loves all men, and he would have all

men happy; but however devoutly this consummation may be

desired, it will never be realized, till the Church of Christ adopts

the principles for which we plead, and fairly and fully reduces

them to practice.

. W. We are now, in the fifth place, to urge a few motives to

induce you_properly to use this precious talent entrusted to

you by the Lord of all.

1. The example of your Divine Redeemer is the first motive that

We would present to your minds. By his name you are called;

to his cause you profess attachment; his example you profess to

imitate. And how did the Saviour act? What were the princi

Ples which regulated his conduct? Did he exclusively regard his

own comfort and safety? Did he principally regard them 2 Did

he regard them at all? No, his heart was set on one. the

promotion of his Father's glory in the salvation of a sinful perish

ing world. What were the means which he adopted for its

accomplishment? Did he shrink from suffering? Did he dread

poverty? Did he spare any thing, the sacrifice of which was cal

culated to promote the object of his life? No, he gave all. He

came from heaven to earth; he led a life of poverty, suffering and

reproach ; and he closed it on the cross by a painful and a shame

ful death. “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

that he was rich, but for our sakes became poor, that we through

his poverty might be rich.” And did he not leave us an ex

ample that we might follow in his steps? Ought not the mind

that was in him to be also in us? Ought we not to walk even as

he also walked 2 Ought we not in our measure to love as he

loved, to labour as he Taboured, and to suffer as he suffered 2 And

do we follow in his steps while we either hoard or expend in ex

travagance the money by which we might serve his cause, and

romote the end that he has in view Oh think of your Saviour’s

ove. Think of the toils which he endured, and of the sacrifices

which he made ; and let the love of Christ constrain you, both

in the use of money, and in every other part of your behaviour,

to live not unto yourselves, but unto him who died for you and
TOSe again.

2. The honour of the religion which you profess, is the second

motive by which we would fain persuade you to consecrate all

your property to God. Christianity is a system of pure, exalted,

and universal benevolence. Its doctrines are all the manifestations

of the infinite love of God. Its precepts all require the exercise

of the most unbounded love by us. The object which it con

templates is the cure of every evil which afflicts the world, and

the elevation of the whole human family to a state of light and

purity and joy. The spirit which it breathes throughout, is in

perfect harmony with the objects which it contemplates. It is

the spirit of yearning sympathy and glowing affection. And if

christianity is to be honoured and received by men, the conduct

of its professed disciples must be in accordance with its doctrines
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and its precepts, its objects and its spirit. . WhenFº
christians did act on the lofty and benevolent principles of the

Gospel, christianity commanded the respect and admiration even
of its enemies. W. they beheld the christians united together

in one brotherhood of love; the strong bearing the infirmities of

the weak, and those who had enough of this world’s goods adminis

tering to those who were in need, they were compelled in wonder

to exclaim, “See how these christians love one another!” How

changed the scene? And why? Why, because the church has for

saken the principles, and lost the spirit of the Gospel; is actuated

by the selfish spirit, andgoverned by the selfish principlesof a sinful

ungodly world. Look at two or three facts, and wonder, if you

can, at the disgrace with which Christianity is covered at the

present day. Look at the hundreds of chapels and other places

of religious worship that are deeply involved in debt. We have

heard a great deal about thejº and efficiency of the volun

tary principle in the support of religious institutions. We love

the voluntary principle, and deem it the onlylººk on which

religious institutions can be properly supported. And we do not

suppose that there is any want of efficiency or vigour in the prin

ciple itself; but it says little for the vigour with which the prin

ciple has been carried out, that there should be so many places of

worship in debt, and in debt too to such an awful amount ; to the

amount of two, three, five, seven, and in some cases ten or eleven

thousand pounds each. The trustees are kept in perpetual anxie

ty ; those who attend those places of worship are taxed in the

form of pew rents; and multitudes are deterred altogether from

attending, because they cannot attend comfortably without payin

#. rents. Is it because the church is poor? No: every chape

ebt might be paid at once, without the slightest difficulty or in

convenience, and we might throw open the doors and say, “Come

hear the Gospel without 1. oney and without price: we seek not

yours, but you : come and hear words whereby you may be

saved.” Why, such a step as that would go far to wipe away the

reproach under which religion labours; and it would produce

such an impression on the public mind as never has been produc

ed for centuries. And why should it not be done? What hind

ers? Is it poverty? Nay, if there was a prospect of getting one

or two per cent. more than ordinary interest on the money, ten

times the sum that would be requisite would be produced by pro

fessors at once. But to redeem religion from disgrace, and to

save hundreds of immortal souls, no such effort can be made.

Take another case. It is unquestionably the duty of the church

to Pººl. for all its poor members. And there is certainly no

real obstacle in the way to hinder the church from doing this.

There is, without doubt, far more than sufficient superfluous pro

perty in the church to provide for all its poor members, in addi

tion to completing the benevolent project just adverted to. But

what is the actual state of things? Why, if a member of the

church of Christ (in any denomination except two) comes to be

in poor circumstances, and to need relief, perhaps a trifle is given
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to him, or perhaps not. But at all events, for any thing like a

maintenance, he has to depend on parish relief. The parish

officers go from door to door, followed by the curses of many

an ungodly man, to collect by violence, or threats of violence,

money to maintain our brother in Christ, whom we ought to

maintain ourselves. Is it any wonder that the enemies should

blaspheme, when we give them such occasion ? Is it any wonder

that infidels should scoff and triumph, when we give them such

immense advantage over us?

I am well aware that the present age has obtained the character

of a very benevolent one. I am not ignorant of the fact that

Christians of the present day exult in the mighty efforts that are

made for the spread ofreligion in the earth. And it must be admit

tedthat, compared with the efforts of our forefathers for the last few

centuries, there has been a decided advance. But compared with

the efforts which a due regard to Christian principle would lead

us to make, the present efforts of the church are as nothing. I

know that there are the Bible Society and the Tract Society, and

that there are our respective Missionary Societies. I am aware

that considerable sums are contributed to these institutions by

the churches of the Redeemer, and I rejoice in their success, and

I pray that it may be a thousand fold greater than it ever has

been. But two or three individual professors of religion will

leave as much to their children as the entire yearly sum contri

buted to these institutions by the whole Church of Christ.

Incalculably more is spent by professing Christians in intoxi

cating drinks and tobacco, and on useless ornaments of dress, than

in efforts to enlighten and convert the world. When I think of

the selfishness and sensuality of the church, my heart sickens,

and I am unutterably distressed. I am astonished sometimes at

the forbearance of God, and I wonder that he has not long since

removed the candlestick out of its place, and forsaken us alto—

gether. Oh my friends, if you have any regard for the reputation

of the church, or for the honour of religion; if you would not

have the church to be swallowed up in selfishness and sin, and

the cause of Christ to be covered with obloquy andº arise

and do your duty in this matter. By consecrating all your su

perfluous property to God and to the poor, roll away the reproach

under which Christianity labours, and let her again go forth,

bright as the sun, clear as the moon, and terrible as an ari. Y with
banners.

3. The blessings which you would thereby bestow on your

unhappy fellow-men, may furnish a third motive to induce you

to adopt the course which we are recommending to you. If you

love your fellow-men, and delight in their happiness, you will

º appreciate and deeply feel the weight of this motive.

o dry the tears and alleviate the sorrows offººt, ; to light

up countenances with a smile which now wear the appearance of

dejection and distress; to act the part of parents to º: fatherless

child, and to cause the widow’s heart to dance for joy, is surel

a work in which none of us can be backward to engage. Thin
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of the dark minds that would be enlightened, the sinful hearts

that would be changed, the vicious lives that would be reformed,

by God's blessing on the right appropriation of your money.

Think how broken hearts would be bound up, and how the voice

of lamentation would be hushed: think of plenty where there is

now famine, of comfort where there is now privation, and of the

pleasures of religion and the prospects of immortality, where you

now behold the miseries of sin, and the dread of future wrath.

Think of all these things as the results of aº appropria

tion of the money with which God has entrusted you ; and then,

if you can, appropriate it in any other way. - -

4. The solemnities of the approaching judgment, in which a spe

cial investigation into our conduct in this matter will take place,

constitute the last motive which we would at present urge on your

attention. It is a singular fact, and can only be accounted for by

the conscious guilt of the professing world on this point, that in

nearly all the discourses which are written or delivered on the

subject of the general judgment, no allusion is made to the very

particular and minute account which the Saviour gives us of the

proceedings of that day. Or if allusion is made to that descrip

tion at all, it is not to that part of it which relates to the subject

before us. We hear of the convulsions which are to take place

in the material universe. We hear of the appearing of the si

in the clouds, of the sounding of the trumpet, the raising of the

dead, the descending of the throne, the sitting of the judgment,

and the opening of the books. We hear of the division of the

assembled breathless throng; of the righteous being placed on the

right hand, and the wicked on the left; we hear of the sentences

respectively pronounced upon them, and of the fulfilment of these

sentences; of the going away of the wicked into everlasting pun

ishment, and of the entrance of the righteous into life eternal.

But singularly enough, the grounds on which the Saviour declares

these sentences to be pronounced, are overlooked or forgotten.

Wehave to remind you of these long neglected words—“Then shall

the King say unto them on his;: hand, come ye blessed of my

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation

of the world.” Why? Because they have professed religion?

Because they have met in class? Because they have been the

subjects of excited feelings? No: all these things are good in their

place, and necessary too; but they are not to be the test of our

sincerity in that day. . The reason assigned by the Redeemer is

$9mething else, that is but seldom referred too, and scarcely prac

tised so much as it isspoken of: “For Iwasanhungered,andyégave

me, meat : I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink º was a stranger,

and ye took me in : naked, and ye clothed me : I was sick, and

ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.” How

gan this, be?, The righteous inquire. We never saw the Judge

before ; how then could we minister to him in this way? Mark

the reply, and let it sink deep into your hearts: “And the

King shall answer and say unto them, verily I say unto you,

inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these
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my brethren, YE HAVE DONE IT UNTO ME.” When

you are laying up your money as a provision for future ne—

cessities that may never come, or laying it out in useless extra

vagance or display, and leaving Christ's brethren to perish for the

want of it, just ask yourselves, will the judge approve of this

disposal of my property, and say, “Inasmuch as ye have done

it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it

unto me?” Ask yourselves this question, and consider it sober

§ before you ever thus appropriate your substance again. “Then

shall he say also unto them on the left hand, depart from me ye

cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his

angels.” Why? What dreadful sin have they committed, that

they are to endure such a dreadful punishment? “For I was an

hungered, and ye gave me no meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave

me no drink; I was a stranger, and ye took me not in ; naked,

and ye clothed me not; sick, and in prison, and ye visited me

not.” But how can this be? They never saw Christ in person:

many of them while on earth professed to be his disciples, and

they think that if they had seen him in distress, they would most

certainly have relieved him. How can this be? Hear the ex

planation, and tremble! “Then shall he answer them, saying,

verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the

least of these, YE DID IT NOT TO ME.”

Brethren, if you would not wish to meet any of Christ's poor

}.}}. there, who might have been relieved by the money you

ad laid up, or unnecessarily and foolishly laid out, instantly

make thorough work in this matter. Act on the principles of the

Gospel. Wisely and charitably distribute all the superfluous

property that remains after supplying your own present wants,

and the present wants of your family; do it with a single eye to

the glory of God, and depend on Christ for the acceptance of this

and every other offering that you present to your gracious Lord;

and thus shall you be useful while you live; you shall die
inº in the final day you shall render up your account

with joy ; and you shall hear your master say, “Well done,

good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few

things, I will make thee ruler over manythings: enter thou into

the joy of thy Lord.”

APPENDIX.

AT the close of the preceding, lecture, I stated that there might be some

#.". present who either did not fully understand the principles which

ad been explained and enforced, or who did not entirely agree with

them; that I thought it desirable in such cases for an interchange of sen
timent to take place between the minister and the doubting or object

arties. I accordingly requested that such persons would state their

oubts or objections to me by note, the following day; and promised, if

spared till the evening, to answer them to the best of my power. I

received in consequence several questions, which, along with the substance
ofmy replies, are as follows:–
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Question 1. Is the common practice of anticipating or providing for

times of sickness, and expences consequent on #. death of the person

thus providing, or the death of his wife or children, by means of Sick

Clubs, Benefit Societies, Secret Orders, or Insurance Companies, in ac

cordance with the Saviour's prohibitions recorded in Matt. vi., 19, 25, 31,

# #, and other portions of the New Testament, quoted by you last

night !

*wer, No; whether we regard the letter or the spirit of those prohibi

tions, we shall find that the practice referred te in the question is forbid

den in them. I am not acquainted with the constitution and the rules of

all Sick Clubs, Benefit Societies, &c.; but I suppose that they are all

founded on the principle that it is right to lay up for ourselves treasure

on earth. And I suppose that in all of them the practice is something

like this. The members contribute a certain sum weekly, or monthly.

This contribution continued for a certain length of time, entitles a man

to a certain amount of relief in sickness, or to a certan sum for the pur

se of defraying funeral expenses for himself or for any memberºhis

amily. If the principles laid down last night be true and scriptural,

then it is plain that for a man to lay by a certain sum regularly, as a

provision for sickness or old age, is a violation of the Saviour's command.

And what difference there can be between doing this alone and doing it

in connection with a number of other men, I confess, I cannot perceive.

If laying up for ourselves treasures on earth be wrong; and if a man who

puts into a drawer a certain sum weekly, as a provision for sickness or

old age, be laying up treasures on earth; it certainly seems to me that his

conduct is quite similar, and equally unscriptural, who, instead of put

ting the money into a drawer, puts it into the hands of the treasurer of

a Sick Club, Benefit Society, or Secret Order.

And then if we look at the spirit of the prohibitions, or the reasons in

which they are founded, we shall find that the practice referred to is ob

jectionable on all these grounds. Are we prohibited from laying up for

ourselves treasures on earth, because we should be led thereby to trust in

our treasure, instead of trusting in the living God? And does not this evil

as naturally flow from laying up treasures by means of sick clubs, benefit

societies, &c. as by any other means ? On what do the members of these

institutions rely for preservation from want : On the promise of God?

On the providence of Jehovah : No, but on the fact that they are mem

bers of a sick club, benefit society, or secret order. Islaying up for our

selves treasures on earth forbidden, because of the uncertainty of these

treasures : And will not this reason equally apply to this as to any other

method of laying up treasure on earth : I know that people enter those

institutions because of their supposed security. But how insecure they

are at best The house where the funds are deposited may be broken into,

and the treasure stolen. The bank in which the funds are invested may

fail, and then what becomes of their supposed security ? The treasurer

may be unfaithful to his trust, and those who have become his sureties

may be unable to supply the deficiency. There may be an unusual num

ber of demands on the society or club, and the institution may be broken

up. All such institutions are exposed to a hundred casualties, by which

the purposes of those who form them may be defeated, and their expecta

tions cut off. -

Is laying up treasures for ourselves on earth forbidden because it is

incompatible with the obedience to that command, “Thou shalt love thy

neighbour as thyself?” Is it any more possible to obey that command

while you lay up treasures for yourselves on earth by means of Sick

Clubs, Benefit Societies, or Secret Orders, than while you do it by any other

means? Suppose a case. You are just about to leave your house to pay

your weekly or monthly subscription to the Benefit Society of which you

are a member. A person calls upon you whom you know to be an honest

industrious man. He télls you that he has had no employment for a

length of time; that he is unable to get any ; that his wife is sick and
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ready to die; that his children are also sick. He tells you that he has no

fire to warm.them, no food to nourish them, no clothes to protect them

from the severity of the season: that he has not a penny in the world to

procure for them any of those necessaries of life; and that unless speedily

relieved by the kindness of friends, his wife and children must perish with

sickness and want. You have every reason to believe that the man’s

statement is true, and you do believe it. You have nothing, however,
that Y. can give him but the subscription that you were about to pay to

the club. Now do you love your neighbour as yourself, if you take that

money to the club, to provide for future necessities which may never oc

cur, and leave your unhappy neighbour and his family to perish through

present distress? . . And if such men do not come to you, there are such

men, and it would be no difficult matter to find them out if you were

so disposed.

Once more, Is laying up treasure for ourselves on earth forbidden

because it is inconsistent with the Apostolic injunction, “Whether ye

eat or drink or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God?” s

this mode of doing it any more consistent with this injunction than

any other.*. subscribe a certain sum weekly or ºthly to

an institution of this kind as a provision for sickness or age. ou

see however that by employing this money some other way you might

greatly promote the glory of God, and help to spread the blessings of

knowledge and piety through the earth. Now if you continue to pay

your subscription to the Benefit Society; after seeing how greatly you
might promote the glory of God by a different appropriation of the

money, do you pay those subscriptions to the glory of God!

And then besides these great leading arguments by which societies

of this kind are proved to be at varience with Gospel principles, as

one mode of laying up for ourselves treasures upon earth, I have other

ºns to them which cannot be ranged under any of the preceding

68.0. S.

One of these objections is that their meetings are generally held in

public houses, and that the members are either compelled to drink them

selves, or to pay a certain sum to be spent in drink by others. Not a

few cases have occurred in which Christian men, after attending the

meetings of the Sick Club or Benefit Society, have been induced to spend

an hour with the company in drinking. By frequently repeating this,

they have acquired a love for the public house, and a habit offree drinking.

And then the practice which originated in a professed desire to provide

for sickness and old age, has terminated in habits which have disgraced
their character, beggared their families, brought on premature sickness

and death, and ruined their souls for ever. If these institutions were

laudable in themselves, I should advise all Christian men to have no

thing to do with them so long as they were held in public houses; but

they have themselves been proved to be at variance with the requirements,

and subversive ofthe principles of the Gospel of Christ.

Another objection that I have to these institutions is, that they lead to

far too much familiar intercourse between Christians and ungodly Inen.

There are some of them which are not liable to the last objection, but all

with which I am acquainted are open to this. If intoxicating drinks are

not allowed,and, if the meetings are not held in public houses, still

Christians, ibertimes, and infidels are indiscriminately admitted. TÉ

these institutions were supported by none but ungodly men, I might then

be disposed to say, that it is a far better way of spending their money, to

lay it up as a provision for sickness and old age, than to waste it all in

:::::::::::: and profusion. But then it seems to me, that such a way

of spending money is as far beneath the lofty, benevolent spirit and prin

ciples of the Gospel, as it is above the folly and imprudence of those who

eat and drink all that they receive. And it also appears to me, that for

Christian men to meet for such a purpose with ungodly characters, is only

caleulated to lower the tone of spiritual feeling in their own minds, and
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to impregnate them thoroughly with the spirit of the world. When

Christians forsake the eminence on which Gospel principles would place

them, and meet on lower ground, with worldly men, for worldly, selfish

purposes, it is far more likely that, they will imbibe the spirit of the

world, than that they will lead their worldly associates to imbibe the

spirit of the Gospel.

But one word more in answer to this question, and I have done. In

surance Companies are mentioned in it. I suppose of course, that Life

Insurances are meant. Now these are objectionable on other grounds than

any of those which have been noticed this evening. Indeed, it seems to me

that they are little better than a kind of reputable lottery; and that to be

a member of one of these companies is to be a respectable gambler. The

widow and children of a man subscribing so much annually to these

institutions, are entitled at his death to a considerable annuity. Now

this annuity amounts perhaps in one year, to more than the individual

has paid to the Company, during all the years that he has contributed.

By what means are these annuities raised ? By such means as these.—

Several of the members die and leave neither widows nor children to

inherit the annuity. They themselvesreceivenothingfrom the company; but

all that they have paid goes to others. Then there are some who, after pay

ing for a number of years, become reduced in their circumstances, and

unable to pay their subscriptions any longer. What they have paid is

not returned to them ; no ; they forfeit the whole, and it goes to others.

Then there are some, who after paying regularly for years, forget once to

pay their subscriptions exactly at the propertime. Then all that they have

paid is lost, and goes to others. You may say indeed that people are

aware of these things before they begin to pay. Yes, and when a man

purchases a share in a lottery, he knows that it may be a blank instead

of a prize. . But does that prove lotteries to be right : Or does that

#. that his prize is justly gained, who is enriched by the miseries of

is fellow men . It is by means like those which we have enumerated,

that members of Life Insurance Companies obtain their large annuities.

That is, by taking advantage of the death, or poverty, or forgetfulness

of their fellow creatures, they secure for their widows or children a com

etence for life. Can God smile on these gains of unrighteousness?

ust not gold obtained by means of injustice like this, eat as doth a

canker? So much for the question of my first correspondent.”

Question 2. Another friend sent me a note in which he proposed four

questions. One of them was, Are we to break up all our sick clubs :

This question has been sufficiently answered already. If they be at vari

ance with the principles of the gospel, the sooner they are broken up the

better. Or rather, the sooner those persons who profess to believe and

obey the gospel withdraw from them the better. Let them be left to

those who, if they did not spend their money in this way, would spend it

in a worse. There may be many practices among worldlymen, which are

better than other practices which prevail, amongst them ; and yet it may

be utterly wrong for a Christian who professes subjection in all things to

the authority of the gospel, to sanction, or meddle with any of them.

Question 3. The same friend inquires, What is a man to do who has a

wife and four or five children depending on his hand labour, when it pleases

God to afflict him in his body? Ans. What is he to do? He is to trust

in God. And if he has been a good man, if he has devoted his time and

property to God while in the enjoyment of health and strength, he will

not trust God in vain; God will not forsake him in time of sickness. If

God is pleased to afflict him with one hand, he will support him and pro

vide for him with the other. But this question and the next will both be

answered together.

* I am happy to inform my readers that the friend who ºpºd the question

answered above, has given proof of his readiness to be convinced of the truth, as well

as tº act upon it when cenvinced, by withdrawing from two institutions of the kind

referred to, of which he had been a member for a considerable length of time.
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Question 4: What is a man to do in old age : , Is, he to go to the

parish, and there be abused by the parish officer, and after being abused

to receive a shilling per week to live upon 2 Answer. 1. It is to be hoped

that there are many parish officers who would not abuse the poor who

apply to them for relief. There is a great deal of groundless prejudice

I imagine against men who hold such offices as these; and I amyery sorry

when religious men lend their sanction to such prejudices. 2. Noman at

all acquainted with the subject, can imagine for a moment, that the legal

provision for the aged and disabled poor, amounts to no more than a.

shilling a week. I do not think that the legal provision is in every case

what it ought to be ; but I believe that it is generally much better than

#'ſ. imagine, who are not personally acquainted with the subject. 3

f the man be a Christian he ought not to be left to parish provision by

his Christiaa brethren. But I may as well here explain my views on this

subject fully. You ask me, “If men are not to provide for themselves

#. seasons of sickness and old age, how are they to be provided for $*

anSWer :

1. Ifthey have children, or brothers, or sisters, or other natural rela

tions who are able to provide for them, it is their bounden duty to do so.

If they neglect to do so, they will have to account for it before the Judge

of all, and a sad account they will have to give.

2. f;º no natural relations who are able to provide for them,

or if they have those who are able but not willing to do so, then it is the

bounden duty of the church to which they belong to provide for them.

This subject has been considered in the preceding discourse. We have

only to say in addition to what is there said, that there are two churches

which do provide for their own poor: the Society of Friends and the

Moravians. There is a beautiful account of the Friends' discipline on

this point, in Clarkson's portraiture of Quakerism; and for the sake of

those who have not read the work of Clarkson, we shall transcribe a

part of it here. “The Quakers of the present day,” says he, “ consider

their poor in the same light as their venerable elder, namely, as members

of the same family, whose wants it is their duty to relieve, and they pre

vide for them nearly in the same manner. They intrust this important

concern to the monthly meetings, which are the executive branches of

theirconstitution. The monthly meetings appoint four overseers, two men

and two women, over each particular meeting within their own jurisdic

tion, if their number will admit of it. It is the duty of these to visit

such of the poor as are in membership; of the men to visit the men, but

of the women sometimes to visit both. The reason why this double bur

then is laid upon the women overseers is, that women know more of do

mestic concerns, more of the wants of families, more of the manner of

providing for them, and are better advisers and are better nurses in sick

ness than themen. Whatever these overseers find wanting in the course

of their visits, whether money, clothes, medicines, or medical advice and

attention, they order them, and the treasurer of the monthly meetings set

tles the different accounts. I may observe here, that it is not easy for

overseers to neglect their duty; for an inquiry is made three times in

the year of the monthly meetings by the quarterly, whether the neces

sities of the poor are properly inspected and relieved. I may observe

also, that the poor, who may stand in need of relief, are always re

lieved privately, I mean at their respective houses. The poor are sup

ported by charitable collections from the body at large; or, in other

words, every monthly meeting supports its own poor. The collections

for them are usually made once a month, but in some places once a quar

ter, and in others at no stated times, but when the treasurer declares

them necessary. and the monthly meeting approves. Members are ex

}. to contribute in proportion to their circumstances; but persons in

ow situations, and servants, are generally excused upon these oceasions:

It happens in the district of some monthly meetings, that there are found

only few persons ofproperty, but a numerous poor; so that the former are
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unable to do justice in their provision for the latter. The Society have

therefore resolved, when the poor are too numerous to be supported by

their own monthly meetings, that the collections for them shall be made

up out of the quarterly meeting, tº which the said monthly meeting, be

longs. This is the same thing as ifºE. paris ; were unable to

pay the rates for the poor, and as if all the other parishes in the county

were made to contribute towards the same.”...Clarkson's Portraiture of

Quakerism; vol. 2, pages 81, 92,93, and 94. This seems to me to be the
Christian method of providing for the poor. And there is nothing in the

way of its adoption by all the churches, but the practice of laying up for

ourselves treasures on earth, and the practice of wasting God's money in

luxury and display. - - -

3. lf the #uals whose case we are considering, are members of

religious bodies which are not accustomed to maintain their destitute

poor; and if they have notwithstanding, from a sense of duty, with a

single eye to God’s glory, employed all their superfluous income in doing

good, then God will see to it that they lack nothing that is needful. Some

of those who have been relieved by their benevolence, will return to their

former benefactors the mercy which was shown to them. Some stranger's

heart will be touched by the God of providence, and his feet directed to

the dwelling of the saint, while his hands shall bear him a seasonable

supply. If there is no other way, God will employ the fowls of heaven to

bring his people food, as he did in the case of his servant Elijah. The

.# is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof. The silver and gold are his,

and the cattle on a thousand hills. The hearts ofall men are in his hands,

and he turneth them like the rivers of the south. The lions may lack, says

he, and the young lions may suffer hunger, but they that wait upon the

Lord shall not lack any good thing. The questions sent me are framed

as though men depended entirely upon themselves and on their fellow men;

as though there were no providence, no God that ruleth over all. . But

the Saviour would teach us a different lesson.,,. He anticipated such ob

jections as these, and he answered them as well: “Therefore I say unto

you, take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall

drink; nor yet for you body, what ye shall put on. fs not the life more

than meat, and the body than raiment º’’ And if God gives life, the greater

blessing, will he withhold meat, the lesser? If he take care of your body,

will he not cloth it too; “Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not,

neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father

feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by

taking thought, can add one cubit unto this stature? And why take ye

thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;

they toil not, neither do they spin: and yet I say, unto you that even

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore,

if God so cloth the grass of the fields, which to day is, and to morrow is

cast into the oven, shali he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?

Take, therefore, no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take

thought for the things ofitself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”

Mat. 6., from the 25th to the end of the chapter. What christian can

i. fhose affecting passages, without being ashamed of his unbelieving

ears:

Question 5. The last question proposed by this friend is, What do you

think about the preachers in the old body, who are raising a fund for the

support of the old preachers? Answer 1. I have nothing to do with the

preachers of the .Pbody, and I am under no obligation to defend their

conduct. I have no doubt but that many of the preachers both in the old

body and in the new do manythings that are wrong; manythings which the

gospel disapprovesand condemns. The gospel is the standard of christian

truth and duty; and the great question is not what this or that man,or this

or that body af preachers does, but What saith the gospel ? 2. I do not

think it wrong to maintain the old and worn out preachers of the gospel.

I think it wrong for preachers to lay up for themselves treasures on earth;
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but I think it is right for the churches to subscribe to maintain their aged

and disabled ministers. Supposing all the while, that this is a free-will

offering, and that none but the needy and deserving are relieved by it.

I think that not only the aged and worn out preachers should be main

tained in this way, but also all the poor members of the church, whether

they be preachers or people. But I am not acquainted withthe constitution

and rules of the fund referredto; and as we have a fund of our own for the

support of our own superannuated preachers, and as I have received

another question in reference to that fund, I shall leave this question

without any further reply.

Question 6. Since the delivery of the preceding lecture, and of the an

swers to the questions already considered, I have received another ques

tion from a friend who, being acquainted with my sentiments on this sub

ject, and understanding that I intended to publish my views, requested

me to answer the following query:-" If it be wrong for private Christi

ans to lay up a little money against sickness or; age, must it not be

wrong for preachers of the gospel to do so And if joining Benefit So
cieties be wrong, is it not also wrong for preaghers to pºy into the

Preachers’ Beneficent Fund !” To this question I answer, 1.-I am not

aware that there is one rule in the Gospel for Preachers, and another for

private Christians. I should rather suppose that preachers ought to be

exemplary patterns of all those virtues which the Gospel requires private

Christians to cultivate and exercise. 2. If preachers are to act differently

in this matter from private Christians, the reason for the difference must

be found, not in any exemption of preachers from the rule by which pri

vate Christians are bound, but in some difference that there may be be

tween the institutions which they respectively support. 3. I do not think

that common Benefit Societies and the Preachers’ Beneficent Fund are

exactly alike in all respects. There is no mixture of Christians with

worldly men in the Beneficent Fund, and it is supported in part by

free will offerings. 4. But still inasmuch as none can be relieved from

that fund but those who contribute to it; and inasmuch as none can

relieved from that fund but those who contribute to it; and inasmuch

as the object in contributing to it is plainly, not to relieve our brethren
but to entitle ourselves to relief;and inasmuch as relief is distributed

without regard to the circumstances and necessities of those who receive

it; it seems to me that this fund is liable to all the most serious objections

which havebeen urged against Benefit Societies, &c. Anduntil I am convinc

edthat to lay up treasures for ourselves on earth is not wrong; or that con

tributing to that fund is not...'. for ourselves treasures onearth;un

til I am convinced of one of these,Ibelieve that I cannot feel free to con

tribute to that fund. I am not ignorant of what may be the conse

quences of this declaration; but I have deeply and seriously considered

the subject, and in the fear of God, and with a single, eye to his glory,

I freely state my views and convictions. I do not judge my brethren ;

I would have every man to be fully persuaded in his own mind; but
when one is thus fully persuaded that any given practice is unscri tural

and wrong, it cannot be continued by him without incurring guilt. hat

I have said and written, I commend to the blessing of the Almighty, pray

ing that whatever is defective may be forgiven, and that whatever is in

accordance with his will may be rendered conducive to the promotion of

his glory, the illumination and reformation of his church, and the salva

tion of the world.—Bradford, March, 17 1841.

It is intended to begin shortly the publication of a new religious

Periodical. Particulars may be looked for in the Prospectus, which is

expected to be sent out in the course of a few weeks,—3 Mo. 22, 1841.
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