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. N ARGUMENT

  

FOR

THE DIVINE AUTHENTICATION OF THE

SCRIPTURES.

HE Bible assumes to be the word of God. The

'sceptic takes that assumption to be false, the

Christian is persuaded that it is true; but as the former

will not receive the testimony of the latter upon, the

subject, without proof, and as that proof, though given

in many ways in works expressly written on this all

important question, seldom if ever meets the eye of

numbers, who are either doubting or confirmed in un

belief, this tract is written for the purpose of bringing

the argument before the reader in a simple form; and

although, from the space into which it is necessarily

condensed, the proofs offered will be few, it is hoped

they will be of such a nature as to induce those who

are halting between two opinions to inquire further

before they decide for themselves a question which,

in any case, is of too much consequence to be lightly

dismissed. Since the Scriptures address mankind in

the name and authority of God, we should naturally

expect to find that God had, in some way or other,

accredited them to man.

We know that when an ambassador goes from this

to a foreign court as the representative of the crown

and government of this country, he is expected to

display his credentials, and that they must be of such

a character as admits of no doubt of his pretensions.

We know that when one house of business sends an

agent to another, whether in this or any other country,

that agent must possess and be able to show some

means of authenticating his mission, that is, of proving

that he is sent by the firm he professes to represent.

Now the Bible represents itself as God’s word—God
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speaking to man. If it be indeed God’s book, God’s

agent, it will possess God-like credentials. What are

they? God is a. supernatural Being, that is, a Being

above or superior to nature; we may therefore suppose,

that if he gave any credentials at all, they would be

like himself—supernatural. Now a miracle is a super

natural act or performance; by which is here meant

that it is above the power of nature to accomplish, and

therefore above and beyond the power of man. A false

miracle is no miracle at all, it is something else; there

fore let not the reader who may be a sceptic be

startled at the outset by supposing that I am about to

advocate th0se puerile mummeries of priestcraft and

hypocrisy called miracles, so justly denounced by

infidels and all honest men, and especially condemned

by the Bible. There are two classes of miracles,

which, for distinction’s sake, I will here call miracles

of physical power and miracles of intellectual power.

By the former is meant miracles of raising the dead,

or giving sight to one born blind; by the latter, a

supernatural intelligence respecting things future.

Both are beyond the power of man, and can only be

accomplished by the Creator and Governor of all. If

it can be proved that both or either have been per—

formed in attestation of the Scripture, then the Bible

is divinely authenticated. But since God, even accord

ing to Thomas Paine, cannot authenticate a lie, it

follows that if he has authenticated the Bible, it must

be what it assumes to be, viz., the word of the living

God.

\Vith regard to the first class of miracles, viz. those

of raising the dead, etc., the Bible historians again

and again testify that they were performed in attesta

tion of the doctrines therein taught; but though this

testimony has been regularly handed down, and con

firmed both by friends and enemies, you perhaps,

reader, thinking it is interested testimony, are not

disposed to receive it. You wish to see miracles per

formed before your own eyes, or at all events desire to

have the means of ascertaining, without the possibility

of mistake, that. miracles have actually been accom

plished.
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If you were a merchant of the city of London, ac

customed to transact important business with foreign

firms—important because involving large pecuniary

liabilities; if these matters were transacted occasionally

through agents (as they frequently are), and one such

agent came to London, presented himself before you,

and bringing with him letters of recommendation from

some foreign mercantile house, with which you were in

frequent communication, expected on the faith of those

credentials to be trusted by you to a very considerable

extent, you would be naturally anxious that there

should be no mistake in the character of the agent.

The letters brought by him might appear perfectly

genuine and authentic, that is, the signature might

seem to be that of the firm concerned, and the contents

of the letters consistent and satisfactory; but there is

a bare possibility of their being forged; it will not do

to be imposed upon in a thing of such consequence to

yourself, and you would therefore desire some further

and more conclusive evidence. Now there is a mode.

of settling such matters, occasionally adopted among

mercantile men, which leaves no room for doubt. The

foreign merchant, anticipating your difficulty, has

authorized his agent to proceed in the following

manner: he draws a bill of exchange to a large

amount with his own hand, upon the firm he professes

to have come' from, and whose representative he

assumes to be, and placing that bill in your hands,

leaves you to transmit it, by post or otherwise, for

acceptance by that firm. You do so, and by return of

post either receive the bill back, accepted by the

merchant, or advice from your own agent that it is so.

Would there be any further room for doubt in such a

case? Would the foreign merchant have put his

acceptance to a document drawn upon him by an

impostor? Now I hope to show that God himself has

accredited the Bible in a very similar manner.

The first five books of the Old Testament, from

Genesis to Deuteronomy inclusive, called by the Jews

the Pentateuch, or sometimes “ the Law,” are so con

nected, as you will find on reading them, that if the
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last of the five be God’s word, they are all so, for it so

happens that the last book recapitulates and confirms

the main features of the other four. That the law was

given by Moses, who lived about three thousand years

ago, is the constant testimony of all antiquity. Moses

is recognised as the lawgiver of Israel, not only by the

Jews themselves in all ages since he lived, but also by

pagans and infidels of old time, such as Diodorus

Siculus, Strabo, Eupolimus, Artapanus, Porphyry, and

others—by Mahometans and by Christians. Re

membering that these five classes are violently opposed

to each other on every religious question, you will feel

that such unanimous testimony on this subject is im

portant. The language in which the Pentateuch is

written confirms its antiquity. Languages alter with

time, a fact you can ascertain for yourself if you will

go to some ancient bookseller’s shop, and compare

together three English books of the 15th, 17th, and

18th centuries. This was the case with the Hebrew,

if not to the same extent, at least sufiiciently so, to

enable Hebrew scholars to detect the imposition at

once, had the Pentateuch been written a very few

centuries later than it pretends to be. Moreover,

about seven hundred years before the Christian era,

the Pentateuch was copied into the Samaritan language.

As the Samaritans were bitter enemies to the Jews,

living in the same country, and having established a

kind of rival religion, it follows that if either party

had interpolated or altered any part of these books,

their opponents would have rejoiced at the opportunity

such an act would have afforded them of ruining their

religious pretensions; while ancient or modern infidels,

having the ability to compare both Pentateuchs, would

have detected and gladly exposed such interpolations

had they occurred. And lastly, about two hundred

and eighty years before Christ, or more than two

thousand years ago, the whole of the Old Testament

was translated into Greek, a fact confirmed by the

notorious infidel writers, Messrs. Voltaire and Gibbon.

Copies of this translation, which is called the Septua

gint, may be found in all parts of the world, and may
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be had in London at any bookseller’s shop. These

are some, but only a part of the means which exist of

proving the antiquity of the Pentateuch, and of de

tecting any important interpolations, if any such had

been made.

Now bearing these facts in mind, if you will turn to

Deut. xxviii, 15, you will there read as follows—‘‘But

it shall come to pass if thou wilt not hearken unto the

voice of the Lord thy God to observe to do all his

commandments and his statutes which I command thee

this day, that all these curses shall come upon thee and

overtake thee.” Then follows a terrible catalogue of

punishments to be inflicted upon the entire Jewish

nation by God himself in the event of their breaking

the law thus said to have been given by Moses. But

let us suppose that this law had been a mere invention

of Moses—“a pious fraud,” as Thomas Paine would

have called it—that all that is related in the Pentateuch

concerning the manner and circumstances under which

this law had been given was one huge falsehood, and

that, in short, Moses was a rank impostor, as in such a

case he would have been; or let us suppose that some

one else, two or three centuries after the death of

Moses, had invented all this, and by some incompre

hensible means had succeeded in getting the Jews

(who are not very easily imposed upon in our day), to

believe it, would the living and true God have visited

the breach or neglect of a law given by impostors, by

divine judgments? Manifestly not. But on reading

from verse 16 to verse 68 you find certain things fore

told; have they taken place? If they have, Moses

could be no impostor, the Pentateuch cannot be one

huge falsehood, “God cannot have accredited a lie.”

Some of the things foretold are indeed of such a

private and personal nature (as disease, etc.) that you _

have no means of investigating them, but others are

of such a public character, that if they have really

occurred there must be some means of ascertaining the

fact. A copy of the works of Josephus may be bor

rowed at almost any respectable library, or purchased

for a few shillings of a bookseller. If you will read
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what is there recorded concerning the wars of the

Jews, you will find the following facts made out—

1. That nearly 1800 years ago, or rather more

than fifteen centuries after the book of Deuteronomy

was written, the Romans, a people whose military

standard was the eagle (verse 49), who came from the

westward} who spoke the Latin language, a “tongue

the Jews did not understand,” went to war with the

Jewish nation.

2. That these Romans besieged the Jews in “all

their cities” from one end of the land to the other,

verse 52.

3. That in the siege of Jerusalem the Jews suffered

unparalleled miseries from pestilence (verse 21) and

famine (verses 53 to 57).

4. That a lady of high rank killed, roasted, and ate

her own child, verses 56, 57.

5. That the numbers who perished in Jerusalem

during the siege were so great that, unable to bury

them, the survivors cast them over the walls, where

they were left to be devoured by birds and wild

beasts, verse 26.

On reading verse 63, you find the following words,

“And ye shall be plucked from off the good land

whither thou goest to possess it.”

Has this taken place? Josephus informs us that

nearly one million and a half of the Jews perished in

the siege of Jerusalem above mentioned, and that the

remainder were carried away into Egypt and there

placed in slavery, verse 68. Thus they were literally

“ plucked off the land,” violently taken away; and for

nearly eighteen centuries other nations have possessed

Palestine, while the Jew to this hour is a stranger in

his own land.

At verse 64 you read, “And the Lord shall scatter

thee among ALL PEOPLE from the one end of the

s “As the eagle flieth.” The word “swift” is in italics,

therefore not in the original. Eastern naturalists state that,

when the sun rises, which it does very rapidly in the east, the

eagle soars from his eyrie towards the rising sun, thus appear

ing to the beholder to comefrom the west.
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earth even unto the other.” Has he done so? Are

there any Jews in this country? Are there any in

France, Germany, Austria, Italy, Prussia, Poland,

Russia, throughout Asia, in America, Australia, or

Africa? Is there a nation under heaven, marked

down on the map of the world, in which you can say

with truth—There are no Jews here.> Make diligent

inquiry, judge for yourself, and then consider the

following remarks.

A conqueror may drive a nation from its own land,

but no conqueror ever yet succeeded in distributing a

nation among ALL other nations; still less could any

human or merely natural power keep a nation so

scattered in existence for eighteen centuries, especially

under such circumstances as those through which the

Jews have passed during that period. If you will look

into English history you will find that they were per—

secuted to a shameful extent even in “ merry England.”

If you will read the history of Germany,if you will be

astonished that they have escaped annihilation.

Whenever pestilence or famine, or other national

calamity prevailed on the European continent, it was

attributed to the wickedness of the Jews; and frequent

crusades were undertaken by entire nations, having for

their avowed object the utter extermination of the

Jews. If you will examine Roman, Saracenic, or

Turkish history, your astonishment will increase, and

you will be constrained, as a reasonable man, to admit

that no known power in nature could have kept the

Jews under such circumstances in existence. That

they are in existence must be admitted; that what

exceeds the power of nature is supernatural is a mere

truism; that a supernatural power is a miracle has been

already shown; therefore, that a miracle has been, and

is being performed before your eyes cannot be denied.

But this physical miracle is altogether independent of

the other involved, namely, the miracle of intelligence.

Had the present condition of the Jews never been

foretold it would have been a miracle; the act of

* Menzel’s.
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predicting it three thousand years ago is another and a

different kind of miracle. But both have been per

formed in attestation of the Pentateuch, therefore the

Pentateuch is divinely authenticated. But, as already

stated, God cannot authenticate, attest, accredit a lie,

therefore the Pentateuch is what it professes to be,

namely, the word of God.

Now taking up this book of the law with more

confidence than you have hitherto felt justified in

reposing in it, seeing that it is accredited of the

all-wise God, you turn to Deut. xviii, and reading

from ver. 15 to ver. 19, you find God there promises to

raise up unto the Israelites a prophet like unto Moses,

to whom he commands the people to hearken, threaten

ing to require it of those who shall not hear him. You

may trace this predicted One under the several titles

of prophet, priest, and king throughout the entire Old

Testament Scriptures; and were there space in this

tract for the purpose, it would propably form the most

conclusive body of evidence which could be given of

the divine authenticity of the whole: but as that

method of proof would occupy a volume, it is necessary

here to adopt a shorter though more roundabout way

of arriving at the same fact.

Since God has so remarkably fulfilled the prophecies

already considered, thereby both authenticating the

Pentateuch and proving the infallibility of his decrees,

you are justified in expecting that at some time or

other the person just referred to would make his

appearance; and on turning to the New Testament,

and comparing John v. 45 to 47 and Luke xxiv. 27,

you find that the being represented there as the Lord

Jesus Christ professes to be the person of whom Moses

wrote so long before. Either this assumption was true,

or it was false. If true, the fact that his coming was

announced fifteen hundred years beforehand by a book

divinely accredited, and therefore God’s own word—

I say, this fact confirms his mission. God, in pre

dicting his advent and demanding submission to him,

does all that was needed to be done in order to accredit

him to us men. It only remains, therefore, to inquire,

l
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was he what he declared himself to be? The cha

racter of Jesus Christ is so surpassingly excellent, that

few even of the most determined infidels have dared to

call him an impostor; yet feeling that to admit the

opposite was to resign their infidelity at once, some

have attempted to deny the fact of his existence

altogether. This only shows the extremities to which

infidelity will sometimes drive its advocates. That

such a person lived at the period given in the New

Testament is confirmed by Tacitusfi“ the Roman

historian, who was a pagan and lived within about

thirty years after Christ. He records a fearful per

secution of the Christians under Nero, and states that

“they (the Christians) had their denomination from

Christus, who, in the“ reign of Tiberius, was put to

death as a criminal by the procurator Pontius Pilate.”

Respecting this testimony of Tacitus, Gibbon, the

infidel writer already alluded to, makes the following

statement: “The most sceptical criticism is obliged

to respect the truth of this extraordinary fact, and the

integrity of this celebrated passage of Tacitus.”1'

Here then we have the evidence of a pagan confirmed

by that of a professed infidel. Celsus, an epicurean

philosopher who was what we should call in the

_ present day a pantheist, tells us that the founder of

the Christian religion lived but a few years before his

time. This man wrote a work, called “ The Dialogues

of Truth,” against Christians, in the second century.

In it he admits all the principal facts recorded of Jesus

Christ in the New Testament. Lucian, a professed

scofl'er at all religions, of the second century; Por

phyry, a learned infidel of the third century; Julian

the apostate, emperor of Rome in the fourth century;

to say nothing of Jewish and Christian writers of even

earlier times, all testify that Jesus lived in Judea in

the reigns of Augustus and Tiberius, emperors of

Rome, that he went about doing good, that he per

formed miracles, and that he was crucified by order of

Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea.

* Ann., 15, 44. + Decline and Fall, chap. 16.
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Since then the life and actions of him whom we

Christians call the Lord Jesus Christ are so notorious,

and since, as we have seen, he professed to be the

prophet of whom Moses wrote, a fact insisted on and

publicly declared by his first disciples, who were them

selves Jews, (see Acts iii, 22,) it is only necessary to

inquire as above, was he indeed what he assumed to be?

This question is most readily replied to in the same way

as that of the divine authenticity of the Pentateuch.

The New Testament contains more prophecy than the

Pentateuch; Jesus Christ uttered many more predic

tions than Moses; have any of them been accomplished?

You remember what was said above concerning the

mercantile agent drawing a bill of exchange upon the

firm he professed to represent, and the acceptance of

that draft by the merchant who sent him? If I may

so speak without irreverence, He of whom these things

are written drew largely upon futurity; has the great

Disposer of all events accepted and discharged those

drafts upon his providence ? If he has, the consequence

is inevitable. Jesus was what he professed to be, for

God cannot accredit an impostor. On turning to Luke

xxi. 24, you read, “Jerusalem shall be trodden down

of the Gentiles till the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”

The predictions contained in this chapter begin at verse

6; but as we have already referred to Josephus

respecting the siege and destruction of Jerusalem, it is

unnecessary to go over them again. But the prediction

quoted has some very remarkable facts connected with

it. Julian, the Roman emperor already alluded to,

called “ the apostate” because he had been instructed

in the Christian religion in his youth but afterwards

returned to paganism, knew very well that this prophecy

had been uttered by our Lord, and having a most

intense hatred for Christianity, as apostates always have,

he resolved, if possible, to prove that Jesus was an

impostor. He was master of the Roman world; Jerusa

lem was completely in his power; he could have

reduced it to ashes or fortified and beautified it; he

could have colonized it with Romans, Greeks, bar

barians, or, what suited his purpose better, with JEWS.
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The prediction said it should be trodden down of the

Gentiles. By Gentiles in the Bible is meant all

persons who are not Jews; Julian understood that.

perfectly, and determined to prove the contrary.

Surely a mighty emperor with a world to back him can

break a little prophecy of sixteen short words. We

shall see. Mr. Gibbon, the historian, had as little

affection for Christianity as Julian, and from him we

learn the result of the experiment. Julian’s first act

was to invite the Jews from all parts of his dominions

to return to Jerusalem, and assist in the rebuilding of

their ancient temple. The Jews loved their ancient

city; they almost idolized their temple; they hated

Christ with an intensity that equalled if it did not

exceed that which Julian entertained, and therefore it

is hardly necessary to say that they responded to the

call in multitudes. Immense sums of money were

appropriated to the work, the superintendence was

assigned to one of Julian’s lieutenants ; the governor of

the province to which Jerusalem belonged assisted; a

legion of Roman soldiers, men accustomed to labour,

(some of whose works remain as monuments of the

fact to the present day) was marched to the city; and

what was the result? Ammianus Marcellinus, “the

philosophic soldier,” says Mr. Gibbon, “ who loved the

virtues without adopting the prejudices of his master

(Julian), has recorded in his judicious and candid

history of his own times the extraordinary obstacles

which interrupted the restoration of the temple of

Jerusalem.”* YVhat those “ extraordinary obstacles ”

were it is unnecessary here to repeat; but Zemach

David, a Jew who was contemporary with Julian,

confesses that the latter was “ providentially hindered”

in his attempt. Now, reader, Julian was an apostate,

Ammianus Marcellinus Was a heathen, Zemach David

was a Jew, and Mr. Gibbon, who records and confirms

the whole matter, a professed infidel; surely their

combined testimony is sufficiently conclusive in your

estimation. But Julian’s failure is not the only

* Decline and Fall of Roman Empire. Chapter 23.
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evidence we have of the fulfilment of this famous

prediction. From the day that Titus carried captive

the remnant of the Jews from Jerusalem, nearly

eighteen centuries ago, down to the present hour,

Jerusalem has been trodden down of the Gentiles.

Search the history of one thousand eight hundred years

and judge for yourself. Write to the editor of some

one of the weekly newspapers; he may be an infidel, yet

if you inquire who are masters at Jerusalem at this

moment, he will reply, “The Turks.” But the Turks

are not Jews, therefore Gentiles; therefore Jerusalem

is trodden down of the Gentiles to this day, and you,

reader, have only to go there in order to see the

prediction accomplished before your own eyes.

One prophecy uttered by our blessed Lord has been

noticed by Thomas Paine. Perhaps it may be well to

notice it here also. It is that in Matt. xxiv. 34. In

that chapter our Lord foretells a series of events

terminating with his second coming to judge the world.

He says, “ This generation shall not pass till all these

things be fulfilled.” In Luke xxi. 32, and Mark xiii.

30, we find the same prediction. We know that the

Lord has not yet come to judge the world; but has

that generation passed away? Mr. Paine assumes

that the word “generation” signifies a period of about

thirty-five years, and so it does; but it also signifies

“ race, family, nation, or sort of people;” as you will

find on examining a good dictionary; moreover, the

word being a Bible word, must be judged according to

its signification in the Bible generally; and on turning

to Psa. xxiv. you read at verse 3, “ Who shall ascend

into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his

holy place? He that hath clean hands and a pure

heart;” and then at verse 6, “This is THE GENERATION

of them that seek him, that seek thy face, 0 Jacob,” i. 0.

this is the sort of people, or race, or family of them

that seek his face. Now, our Lord was speaking of the

Jews, as Thomas Paine admits, and he said, “This

generation, this race, family, or sort of people shall not

pass away.” Have they done so? Eighteen centuries

have elapsed since he uttered those words. Look around



OF THE SCHIPTURES. 13

you—has that race of people passed away? Or are

they still in existence? They are; and every Jew

you meet in the streets is a living monument of

the Divine authority of Jesus’s mission. Nor is this

all. This same Jesus, accredited of God, as we have

seen, for fifteen centuries before he came, and for

eighteen hundred years since his advent, declares him

self to be not only a prophet but more than a prophet,

and being accredited of God, he must have spoken the

truth. In Matt. xvii. 15-17, he acknowledges himself

to be “the Christ the Son of the living God.” In John

viii. 58, the Eternal; and not to multiply passages, in

Revelation i. 8, the Almighty.

This last book in the Bible is important to the

present argument, not only as containing a large body

of prophecy, much of which is fulfilling at the present

hour, but also as proving the resurrection of Christ

from the dead. You will find in Rom. i. 4 that one of

our Lord’s disciples says that Christ’s resurrection de

clared him “to be the Son of God with power,” and

this book declares that resurrection to be a fact. On

reading the first chapter we find this book professes to

be “the revelation of Jesus Christ,” given to the apostle

John by the Lord himself, long after his crucifixion,

and when there were already a number of Christian

churches in existence (see verse ll). At verses l7

and 18, Jesus is represented as saying, “ I am the first

and the last; I am he that liveth and was dead; and

behold 1 am alive for evermore, Amen.” Now if Jesus

really said these things, of course they are true for

reasons already given; but the book may be an im

position: how are we to know that it is not? In the

same way as we ascertained the truth and divine

authenticity of the law. This book is full of predic

tions some of which are NOW accomplishing and some

have been fulfilled long since. One of these is found

in chapter iii. from verse 7 to verse 10. At the last

mentioned verse Jesus declares to the church of

Philadelphia, “I will keep thee from the hour Of

temptation which shall come upon all the world.”

Has he done so? Mr. Gibbon, the historian already
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quoted, declares he has! You have heard something

of late years about the Tur/cs. In the fourteenth

century they invaded Asia, being that part of the world

_ in which the churches addressed in this book existed.

They besieged and conquered city after city, from the

river Euphrates far in the north-east t0 the banks of

the Bosphorus in the west. The only terms they

offered the so-called Christians of that age were “ The

sword, the koran, or slavery.” Every person who

refused to become a Mahometan must die or be a slave.

Among all the cities of that part of the world, Mr.

Gibbon says, “Philadelphia alone has been saved by

prophecy, or courage. At a distance from the sea,

forgotten by the emperors, encompassed on all sides by

the Turks, her valiant citizens defended their religion

and freedom above fourscore years, and at length

capitulated with the proudest of the Ottomans. Among

the Greek colonies and churches of Asia, Philadelphia

is still erect; a column in a scene of ruins.” Taking

Mr. Gibbon as our unwilling commentator, it would be

easy to go through all the predictions respecting each

of the seven churches contained in the 2nd and 3rd

chapter of Revelation, and to show the fulfilment of

all.* But one more must suffice. Read chapter ii. 5,

and hear Mr. Gibbon’s comment. “In the loss of

Ephesus the Christians deplored the fall of the first

angel, and the extinction of the first candlestick of the

Revelation.” This took place he tells us A.D. 1312.

But this book was in existence more than twelve

hundred years before that period. John could neither

foresee the fate of seven cities nor control the move

ments of a conquering horde of Turks. God alone

could do both, and having done it has himself

authenticated this the last and closing book of the

Bible. But this book proves the resurrection of Christ

to be a fact and that fact declares him to be the SON

OF THE LIVING Gon. He, the Lord of all, the

Almighty, the Eternal One, has with his own mouth

also authenticated the entire body of the Old Testament

Scriptures. He speaks frequently of “the law, the

* See Decline and Fall. Chapter 64.
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prophets, and‘ the Psalms,” under which three heads,

you will find from Josephus, the Jews comprehended

and understood ALL the Old Testament. He says,

“Not one jot or tittle of the law shall fail,” Matt. v. 18.

He calls the Psalms SCRIPTUBE. John x. 34, 35;

and declares “the Scripture CANNOT be broken.” In

Luke xxiv. 27, already referred to, you find that,

“beginning at Moses (i.e. the Pentateuch) and all the

prophets, he expounded unto them in all the Scriptures

the things concerning himself.”

CONCLUSION.

The Bible is the worn) or G01). “ The Lord God,

merciful and gracious, long-suffering and abundant in

goodness and truth, keeping MERCY for thousands,

forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin,” has given a

revelation of his will to fallen men “for their good

alway.” It bears the impress of an eternal and omni

scient mind on every page—its evidences are erected

by an almighty hand. Infidelity is but a convulsive

struggle to avoid an inevitable conclusion, and musr

prove abortive. Men of power, learning, talent and

ability have tried it, and their works remain but monu

ments of their own defeat. Where such men have

failed, can you, reader, hope to succeed? How much

wiser to BELIEVE and be saved! For “God so loved

the world that he gave his only begotten Son that

whosoever believeth in HIM should not perish but

have everlasting life,” John iii. 16.

The Bible declares that all men are sinners, a fact

confirmed by your own experience. Moreover this

same book reveals God to be a holy being who is of

purer eyes than to behold iniquity—a truth by no

means opposed to reason, since our natural minds turn

with horror from the idea of an unholy God. So far,

then, reason and Scripture are agreed. But God being

holy and we sinful, it follows that there is between

God and man a gulf which nothing but infinite wisdom,

love, and power could span. And it is this great

scheme, called THE PLAN or SALVATION, which the
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Scriptures were especially given to reveal; a truth,

however, so far above the light of reason, and so

incomprehensible to man, that by the aid of his own

reason alone he can neither comprehend nor believe it.

“The natural man receiveth not the things of the

Spirit of God, for they are FOOLISHNESS unto 'him,

neither can he know them because they are spiritually

discerned,” 1 Cor. ii. 14. Happily we are not left to

our own helplessness here, or the Bible had been given

in vain. If you will take the trouble to compare Luke

xi. 11—13 and John xvi. 13, you will find that God

has promised to give to those that ask him a teacher

greater by far than any on earth, who “when he is

come will guide YOU into all truth.” The Great

Author of the book will himself become your instructor

and your guide, on the simple condition that you

earnestly seek his assistance; he will enable you to

receive its truths, and to “believe unto righteousness; ”

so that “being justified by faith,” you will “have

PEACE WITH e01) through our Lord Jesus Christ,”

(Rom. v. 1,) and realize in your own happy experience

the fact that “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ

Jesus hath made you free from the law of sin and

death.” (Rom. viii.) Thus delivered from the dominion

of sin here and its consequences hereafter, enlightened

in understanding, sanctified in heart and life; finding

“Godliness profitable unto all things,’ ’ and looking

forward to “that blessed hope and the glorious appear~

ing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ,”

you will be prepared to exclaim again and again, “Oh,

the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and know

ledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgmentsand his ways past finding out . . . . For of him and\§l

through him and to him are all things, to whom he

glory for ever. Amen.”
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