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N O T E . 

THE subject reviewed in the following pages appeared in 
a very rudimentary form in a monthly journal. It had 
not been prepared for the press, or submitted to me for 
correction. Crude, fragmentary thoughts are sometimes 
harmful. Therefore I considered it a responsibility to 
rc-write and amplify what had been so imperfectly pre
sented. The result is the following little book, on which 
I trust God's blessing may be vouchsafed. 

F .N . 
NEW BASNET, N., 

Februury, 18SG. 



'PAKOUSIA." 

PART I. 

AN" awakened interest has been manifested 
of late in the doctrine of the Lord's 

second coming. Special attention is being 
directed to the study of prophetic truth 
by conferences, pamphlets, and periodicals. 
Perhaps at no time since the revival of 
missionary enterprise, at the beginning of this 
century, have there been so many in the field 
of gospel ministry connecting the message of 
God's love to sinners with the truth of the 
coming of the Lord as a present hope, two 
great truths that should never be divorced 
from one another. Still, one has frequently 
to dissent from much that is written in these 
periodicals and journals: though displaying 
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great ability and deep research, the mind 
seems to be burdened with the thought, 
" How much history it is necessary to know 
before one can be fairly acquainted with the 
subject!" It is needful to say this much, 
because there are some writers who to my 
judgment pass the bounds of simple exposi
tion, and give one the idea that they have a 
desire to be found amongst the prophets. It 
will therefore be seen that I have no incli
nation to go with those who seize upon 
every startling event of these disturbed 
times, and make it the text for sensational 
articles. I doubt whether the truth has not 
been injured by such, who, from over zeal or 
failing to see important principles, leap to 
erroneous conclusions. How often the 
attention is diverted to some precise date, 
and so, drawn off from the one great fact. 
The soundness of the doctrine with many 
is presumed to hang upon the fulfilment of 
these predictions, which time only falsifies; 
disappointment is the result, and inquiry is 
checked at the very threshold of investiga-
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tion: the inducement to persevere is stifled 
at the very start. 

All that I hope for, and the aim I have in 
view, is to ascertain and help other searchers 
into the truth to ascertain the order of the 
dispensations, and their relative bearing to 
each other. In this way the following pages 
may assist the study of the prophetic 
scriptures. The reader need not fear that 
it is but another attempt to fix a date for 
the time of the return of the Lord; there 
Tiave been too many failures in this direction 
already. That it has been so would surely 
be enough to indicate there must be a serious 
fault somewhere. We know it cannot be in 
the Word, but in the mode of interpretation; 
yet failure does not seem to deter those who 
take this line in their expositions from 
making other attempts, and again appear 
with another date, only pushed a little 
•further forward. The hurt done to prophetic 
inquiry is probably little known, because all 
research in this department of truth is fre
quently put down as unprofitable speculation, 
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and which, indeed, it often is, instead of what 
it ought to be—sober criticism. 

There is one special point I want to 
consider in these pages. The exposition to 
follow not only commends itself to me, but 
also to others, and has cleared away a 
difficulty that has often presented itself. In 
this I know I do not stand alone, but many 
others have experienced the same. I think 
most are agreed that the present day of 
grace will be succeeded by a time of calamity, 
when the anti-Christian spirit now working 
will have further development: it will be 
the day referred to in Scripture as a day of 
power. "Through the greatness of thy 
power shall thine enemies submit themselves 
unto thee." (Psalm lxvi. 3.) 

God will put forth His power on behalf 
of His people it is His purpose to exalt in 
the earth. In Luke also the period is called 
the "day of vengeance." The Lord when 
preaching in the synagogue observed care
fully the difference, and did not when read
ing from the prophet carry his hearers to that 
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time. When He came to the part declaring 
of vengeance, He only read the paragraph as 
follows—" To preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord," and stopped, breaking off at a 
comma, at the same time significantly closing 
the book. Turning to that verse in Isaiah 
lxi. 2, the following words are required to 
complete the sentence—"And the day of 
vengeance of our God." 

It is likely the majority who read this 
paper are well acquainted with the inter
pretation of the prophetic period known as 
Daniel's seventy weeks. This is divided 
into three portions—7, 62, 1. The first 
seven ending with the days of Malachi, the 
second division terminating at the cross. 
The remaining one waiting for the comple
tion of the present interval of grace now in 
progress, well described as a parenthesis, 
and the duration of which is, I think, left 
purposely undefined, but when the moment 
arrives will be marked off from the age to 
follow by the redeemed being caught up to 
meet the Lord in the air. I submit that this 
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event will be long before the seventieth week 
becomes any part of the world's history. 

The removal of the church* from the 
earth marks the close of this day of grace; 
and some expositors have thought that after 
this immediately follows the remaining hep-
tad, or seven years, at the close of which 
antichrist will receive his doom with the 
false prophet by the manifestation of the 
Lord Jesus in glory. 

The commencement of this last seven 
years is distinguished by an event of great 
political moment. A covenant is made 
between a people and a person. And the 
question naturally arises, How long will it 
be after the rapture before this covenant is 
agreed to ? Will it be directly after, or will 
some time elapse before it is contracted ? 

If immediately after, matters must be in 
a very forward condition that lead up to 
such an event while the church is on earth, 

* In using this term now and further on, when refer
ring to the first resurrection, I wish it to be understood 
that herein is included all the saved from the beginning 
to the time of the rapture. 
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and there would be many distinct signs to 
warrant the assertion and the certainty of 
the close advent of the Lord. There may 
be a conviction that it is near at hand, but 
that is entirely different from a distinct 
sign that it is so. To mention only one 
or two. Jerusalem must be largely popu
lated with the people who have the restored 
daily sacrifice; it must be recognized by 
God. And the preachers must proclaim 
a message that strikingly contrasts with the 
gospel specially committed to the apostle 
Paul; for the testimony given now is not 
obviously in this direction. Now it is the 
looking for the Lord to come in the air, then 
it will be looking for the Lord to the earth. 

I t has been very fairly put as a diffi
culty by a valued teacher, that "if the 
church were taken away at this moment, 
some time must elapse between this event 
and the time when the seventieth week 
begins; for there is no person on the scene 
answering to the description of that one who 
is to make that covenant, nor are there any 
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people to make it with, nor is temple worship 
established or the daily sacrifice set up, which 
is to be taken away and succeeded by the 
abomination of desolation."* 

The possibility of a much longer interval 
than the last seven years of Daniel's seventy 
has frequently passed through my mind ; in 
fact it might almost be said to be a necessity. 
How many who find an excuse in looking 
for signs do so, seeing that it is highly 
improbable that the events—and important 
ones—could be hurried up into the limited 
space of seven years. 

Here I may answer the objections that 
have been raised to this view. "As we 
approach the consummation, events will 
doubtless move with accelerated momentum; 
and matters are now transpiring—silently 
and under the surface it may be, but most 
surely—in Eussia, in the South European 
States, in France, in Germany, and in Great 
Britain and Ireland, which are pregnant 

* Northern Witness, January, 1882. Paper by F. 
BLAND. 
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with consequences which from the very-
nature of things must end in almost 
imminent disruption and the remodelling of 
the geography of most of the northern 
portions of the eastern hemisphere." 

That these changes are going on I will 
not question.* There are re-arrangements 
of countries round the Mediterranean in 
progress, and no doubt events are in that 
incipient stage that will ultimately result in 
the ten kingdom confederacy. But this is 
not sufficient to prove that we are yet so near 
upon the " week " that is to close the term of 
Gentile power. If, on the contrary, they 
are sufficient, then those who look for signs 
to mark the imminence of the Lord's return 
have reasons to justify them in maintaining 
that belief. 

* It is an impressive fact that political writers speak 
of a "coming crisis." "We have to deal with Slavs, 
anti-Slavs, Greeks, Albanians, Servians, Bulgarians, 
Bosnians, and Herzegovinians, all small ambitious states, 
which, when the crisis comes, will be absorbed under 
one great power, into one great power."—-HOBAUT! 
PAOHA, Nineteenth Century/, December, 1885. 
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Here T may at once give it as a firm con
viction in my own mind, that no event need 
necessarily be looked for before the Lord's 
presence—or coming—in the air, and conse
quently the rapture of the church may be 
at any moment. It is after this supernatural 
removal—events will proceed in their orderly 
sequence until the moment arrives—that a 
•covenant will be made with the Jews, by one 
who is referred to in Daniel ix. 27 by the 
one word u HE." 

.When that agreement is made, seven 
years remain, otherwise called " one week," 
to complete the seventy. 

If it were a mere geographical question I 
Tvould rather let it rest, and wait for time to 
unfold. It is far beyond this; for it is a 
question of becoming acquainted with the 
dispensational dealings of God in the various 
epochs of our world's history. I t is practical 
because it is essential to a right bearing 
to that world, to know from the Word the 
position we as God's people occupy at the 
present moment. Still, in the consideration 
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of the point I wish specially to look at, I 
must assume the reader to be in some degree 
acquainted with the outline of prophetic 
truth, and willing to admit that dispensations 
do succeed each other, presenting forcible 
contrasts. This being so, it is evident that a 
revelation fitting for one dispensation will 
not necessarily be adapted for another; for 
the truth will and must be in harmony with 
the dispensation in which the servants of 
God are living. Take the case of God's 
people Israel. The special feature of their 
Messing pertained to a portion of the earth. 
Its boundaries are defined "from the river 
of Egypt to the great river Euphrates ;"* and 
at the eighth and last interview God had 
with His servant Abraham on the subject of 
blessing to his seed with the portion allotted, 
He then confirmed the promise with an 
OATH.t Their history of rebellion and idolatry 
is well known. Still God bore with them till 
the fulness of time when the faithful few 
looked for the accomplishment of their right 

* Genesis xv. 18. t Genesis xxii. 16. 
B 
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•expectations. They counted the time had 
come at the Saviour's birth, "to perform 
the mercy promised to our fathers, and to 
remember His holy covenant; the OATH 

which he sware to our father Abraham." 
(Luke i. 72, 73.) * What was the reception 
accorded to Him by the nation ? It is well 
known, and therefore not necessary to say 
more on this; but even after the death and 
resurrection of the Lord the offer was made 
again. "Note the preaching of Peter when 
standing in Solomon's porch. "Ye men of 
Israel . . ." then proceeds to set forth the 
fact that "the God of Abraham, and of 
Isaac, and of Jacob, hath glorified His Son 
Jesus :" and further in the nineteenth verse 
entreats in these words, " Eepent ye there
fore, and turn you, that your sins may be 
blotted out, that the times of refreshing may 
come from the presence of the Lord; and 
that He may send the Christ, foreordained 
unto you—even Jesus: Whom the heaven 
must receive until the times of restoration of 

* Psalm cv. 8-10. 
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all things, concerning which times God 
spake by the mouth of all His holy prophets 
since the world began." (Acts iii. 12-21, 
Dean Alford's Trans.) 

The church, the body of Christ, is not the 
subject of the holy prophet's writings. This 
is in perfect agreement with his previous 
discourse in Acts ii. For though he had for 
his audience " Jews, devout men out of every 
nation under heaven, strangers of Rome, 
proselytes," yet his appeal was pointedly 
directed to " men of Judaea," and also, " Ye 
men of Israel, hear these words." They 
only could fully appreciate the reference to 
the prophets. Had any Jew gone from thence 
and unrolled his parchment of Old Testament 
writings to confirm the truth of what he had 
just heard—we know that there was nothing 
beyond Malachi's writings to search—there 
he would find his nation had the promise of 
the place and the power in the earth under 
their Messiah's reign; and when that time 
came, (S-entiles were to be in a subordinate 
position to them. (Deut. xxviii. 13; Zech. ii. 
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11, 12.) Not a word, not an intimation of 
that truth which the apostle Paul would 
in time declare, and of which I say more 
presently. Peter could not make known 
what was not made known to him—that 
God would yet display His abounding good
ness in His offer of a greater and higher 
thing; viz., to reign with His Son, to have 
co-heirship. This is not to be found in 
prophetic Old Testament writings, and to 
seek to get it from them is to do violence to 
interpretation. 

What resulted from Peter's addresses which 
were limited to "the gospel of the kingdom"? 
The martyrdom of Stephen shows how 
the offer was indignantly refused and 
scornfully spurned. Paul afterwards, when 
recounting the circumstance of his own 
conversion and the death of Stephen, came 
to the statement of the commission he 
received from his Lord: " Depart: for I 
will send thee far hence to the Gentiles."* 
No more would they hear, not permitting 

* Acts xxii 2L 
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him to get beyond the word "Gentiles." As 
far as this they gave him audience. The 
thought of Gentiles having any part in the 
abounding mercy of God was too much 
for their hard and obdurate hearts. Of 
the enmity of the nation he afterwards 
wrote to the Thessalonians in these words: 
"Who both killed the Lord Jesus and the 
prophets, and have persecuted us, and 
please not God, and are contrary to all 
men; forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles 
that they may be saved; to fill up their 
sins: but the wrath is come upon them 
to the uttermost." (1 Thess. ii. 15, 16. R.V.) 
Here then the door was closed upon the 
expectation of the NATION; the offer no 
longer held good for national blessings. 
Yet we must always carefully distinguish 
between such hopes and the gospel. Every 
Jew stands upon the same platform as a 
Gentile from that moment as a sinner, and 
there will be no revival of national expec
tations till that testimony peculiar to Paul 
is closed. 
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I Would not have it thought, from what 
has been said, that I consider the Gentiles 
have now a pre-eminence; but a new order 
comes into operation with Paul's ministry. 
The Gentiles to have the same Saviour, and 
just the same salvation—the same blessings 
as the Jew; and the Jew likewise to receive 
the same as the Gentile, or none at alL 
The time had come when God removed the 
barriers and suspended the special privileges 
that hitherto had been presented to the Jew. 
It does not follow that they shall never be 
considered again. My argument is, they 
will be; for it is by that people, in their 
recovered land—keeping in mind God's 
oath to them—He will subdue the world 
to Himself, under the rule of Jesus the Son 
of God. Has a"ny government yet come 
up to the ideal of what government should 
be as given to us in the Bible ?* One shall 
speak who has had much to do with it. 
Summing up an article on present political 
complications, and of man's effort to control 

* 2 Samuel xxiii. 3-6. 
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his fellow, he speaks of it as "political in
trigues, resorted to when some object has 
to be attained," and the present greed and 
lust of power as "filibustering proclivities 
of the nineteenth century/'* Not flattering 
to the united wisdom of this world's rulers, 
and a complete contrast to the future day, 
when the world will have rest, contentment, 
prosperity, but not "until He come whose 
right it is." 

The people marked out for earthly bless
ing and position being now " broken off," it 
is necessary to understand in what way God 
is still blessing, and to whom the blessing is 
directed. The apostle Paul shall declare as 
to this, for he makes an important difference 
between the declaration that had preceded 
his and the special ministry committed to 
his care, and needing some tact to inform 
others about i t ; for he writes, " I went up by 
revelation, and communicated that gospel 
which I preach among the Gentiles." (Gal, 
ii. 2.) To Timothy also in the same strain: 

* ITOBART PAOIIA, Nineteenth Centuryp, Dec., 1885. 
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" Whereunto I am appointed a preacher . . . 
and a teacher of the Gentiles." (2 Tim. i. 11.) 
Two more quotations will be sufficient to 
establish this point, and in these the contrast 
of two ministries is strikingly presented. 
"Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister 
of the circumcision for the truth of God, to 
confirm the promises made unto the fathers"* 
(Eom. xv. 8.) Connect this with verse 16 
respecting his own ministry—" That I should 
be the minister of Jesus Christ to the 
(/entiles, ministering the gospel of God, that 
the offering up of the Gentiles might be 
acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy 
Ghost." These are clear distinctions, and 
should be observed, in handling the Word, 
that one may be " a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth." I know some think and speak 
lightly of dispensational distinctions, but I 
hold them to be important and necessary to 
the settlement of many difficult problems, and 
am bold to say that had such discrimination 

* Also note Matthew xv. 24. 
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been observed with expounders, the ground 
would have been cut from the sceptic, and 
less would have been heard of the so-called 
contradictions between gospels and epistles. 

A few words must suffice to show what 
this special ministry was intrusted to Paul, 
and in what way it differed from that which 
preceded. His own assertion is, I should 
judge, sufficient—that it had been "kept 
secret since the world began;1' that is, 
that believing "Gentiles are fellow-heirs, 
and fellow-members of the body, and fellow-
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel, whereof I was made a 
minister," &c. (Eph. iii. 6, 7; R.V.) This 
"mystery" was hid in God. Perhaps by the 
arrangement of parallel columns the contrast 
will be more distinctly seen. 

Israel Pact fc to Come 
To possess the earth. 

Had, and to have earth
ly blessings. 

•Used carnal weapons. 
(Deut. vii. 23, 24.) 

CbeC&urc&oft&tBajje 
To possession in heaven. 

Spiritual blessings in 
the heavenlies. 

Our weapons not car* 
nal. (2 Cor. x. 9.) 
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foml $ast & to ©ome 

Fought against flesh 
and blood. (Deut. xx.) 

The holiest closed to 
the people, only the 
High Priest to enter. 
(Lev. xvi. 2.) 

Higher privileges than 
Gentiles. 

Deliverance when the 
Lord comes to the earth. 
(Zech. xiv. 4, 11.) 

Two distinctions only 
—Jew, Gentile. 

Will look upon HIM and 
then mourn. (Zech.xii. 10.) 

Not to be surrounded 
with a groaning creation. 

Shall be willing in the 
day of His power. (Ps, 
ex. 3.) 

The Epiphania, their 
hope. 

Will pray for vengeance 
on their enemies. 

No more persecution 
to suffer. (Isa. lx. 18; 
lxi. 4, 5. 

JSIA." 

Stye ©ijurt!) of Ujta &gr 

Wrestle not against flesh 
and blood. (Eph. vi. 12.) 

All believers priests, 
with liberty to enter the' 
holiest at all times. (Heb. 
x. 19.) 

NeitherGreek nor Jew. 
(CoLiii.ll.) 

Deliverance when the 
Lord comes into the air. 
(1 Thess. iv. 17.) 

Three now—Jew, Gen
tile, Church of God. (1' 
Cor. x. 32.) 

Whom not having seen 
we LOVE. (1 Peter i. 8.) 

Have to groan with a 
suffering creation. (Rom. 
viii. 20-22.) 

Made willing in the, 
day of His rejection. 

The Parousia — the 
Church's. 

To pray for our ene
mies. 

Took joyfully the spoil
ing of their goods. (Heb. 
x. 32, 34. 

CoLiii.ll
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Fro'm the foregoing it will be seen that 
dispensations have succeeded one another, 
each having their special features, and if the 
enquiry be followed it will be found that 
each one closes up with a period of judg
ment upon the disobedient. 

Now the present day of grace will not last 
for ever, and will form no exception to the 
rule, for it is certain that the forbearance of 
God has its limits. Taking 2 Thess. and 2 Tim. 
as sufficient authority for such a statement, 
what is the state of things described there ? 
A delusion sent and believed, and fables 
accredited instead of God's truth; and 2 Tim. 
iii. 8 gives us two notable examples of men 
conspicuous for their impiety—two rebels 
whose contempt and opposition to God's ser
vant stand out as monuments for all ages that 
their action was a signal for judgment on the 
one hand, and deliverance of a people on the 
other. There are those on the watch-tower 
who see the approaching storm, and not afraid 
to declare the only means for the world's 
deliverance; viz., the coming of the Lord. 
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"When we turn our eyes from the world 
without to the Lord our God, who is the 
dwelling-place of His people in all genera
tions, we see that all things are in His hand, 
and ordered for the best results. The things 
which can be shaken will fall, that only 
those which cannot be shaken may remain; 
iii the long run truth will prevail. And yet 
it strikes the thoughtful observer that the 
coming of the Lord Jesus is far more the 
hope of the Church than any remedia 
processes, or evolutions, or progresses among 
mankind. Under some aspects the world 
grows better, but in the deepest and most 
solemn sense evil men and seducers wax 
worse and worse. Growingly do we see the 
weakness of the flesh, and the need of a 
divine interposition. I t is ours to plod on 
as if all depended upon us; but it is still 
more ours to look up and believe that our 
redemption draweth nigh, and that not from 
our endeavours, but from the appearing of 
the Son of God. His day will blaze with 
His own glory; He alone shall be glorified 
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in His saints, and admired in all them that 
believe. ' The loftiness of man shall be 
bowed down, and the. haughtiness of men 
shall be made low; and the Lord alone shall 
be exalted in that day.' Oh that it would 
soon dawn 1 In hopeful expectation we 
look no more upon the flying scud and the 
boiling waters; but we fix our eye upon the 
Pole Star, which abideth and shineth on for 
ever. ' Until the day break, and the shadows 
flee away.' "* 

Another extract I furnish because it is 
from one who has had singular opportunities 
for judging, and he gives the following as 
the conclusions arrived at in his Thoughts 
at Fourscore" "For unbelief now takes 
bolder and more defiant forms among the 
working classes, and Unbelief among them 
is rapidly and fearfully increasing. 

"And who can wonder at that? Of late 
years a Broad Church has sprung up in the 
State Church on one side, and a Ritualistic 
Church on the other. And thus the working 

o 
* C. H. SPUKGEON, Sword and Trowel, Dec, 1885. 

C 
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classes, disgusted with the superstitious prac
tices of the one, have "been encouraged to 
doubt with the other. And now the men of 
science—the men whom public opinion had 
come to enthrone as the highest men of 
their age, because of the benefits which 
science has conferred on mankind, and the 
increased convenience and comfort it has 
given to their daily life—the men of science 
have become the avowed disciples and 
teachers of unbelief." * 

Equally important and as deeply impres
sive is the following testimony: 

"For those who believe that the old 
foundations are unshaken still, and that the 
fabric built upon them will look down for 
ages on the floating wreck of many a modern 
and boastful theory, it is difficult to see any
thing but infatuation in the destructive 
temperament which leads to the notion that 
to substitute a blind mechanism for the hand 
of God in the affairs of life, is to enlarge 

t THOMAS COOPER, Thoughts at Fourscore, (Hodder 
and Stoughton, 1885.) 
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the scope of remedial agency; that to 
dismiss the highest of all inspirations is to 
elevate the strain. of human thought and 
life; and that each of us is to rejoice that 
our several units are to be disintegrated at 
death into 'countless millions of organisms;' 
for such, it seems, is the latest ' revelation *• 
delivered from the fragile tripod of a modern" 
Delphi. Assuredly on the minds of those who 
believe, or else on the minds of those who 
after this fashion disbelieve, there lies some 
deep judicial darkness, a darkness that may 
be felt.M* 

Such witness coming from those who 
have great opportunities of observing the 
course things are taking, and who would not 
lightly put them forth, ought to carry weight. 
I t is evident forces are at work, and ideas 
becoming prevalent that are carrying multi
tudes along. It is looked upon as rather 
the mark of a feeble mind to accept the 
Bible as God's revealed will. The advocate 

* Right Hon. W. B, GLADSTONE, Nineteenth Century> 
November, 1885. 
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for "advanced thought" would question the 
right of its having any, or but little, authority 
—declining to bow in submission to it— 
being " vainly puffed up in his fleshly mind." 
The two wisest men that ever lived took the 
measure of mere human intellect. One counted 
the "philosophy" that had its root there as 
" vain deceit after the elements of the world, 
and not after Christ." The other was "learned 
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was 
mighty in words and deeds." He esteemed 
the reproach of Christ greater treasures 
than the riches of Egypt. Paul, who knew 
what he was writing about when handling 
the wisdom of the Greek, describes it as 
" profane and vain babblings, and oppositions 
of science falsely so called: which some pro
fessing have erred concerning the faith" 

" The mighty reasoner, he who deeply searched 
The origin of things, and talked of good 
And evil much, of causes and effects, 
Of mind and matter, contradicting all 
That went before him, and himself the while 
The laughing-stock of angels j diving far 
Biilow his depth, to fetch reluctant proof 
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Thai he himself was mad, and wicked too, 
When, proud and ignorant man, he meant to prove 
That God had made the universe amisa, 
And sketch a better plan. Ah, foolish sage ! 
He could not trust the word of heaven, nor see 
The light which from the Bible blazed—that lamp 
Which God threw from His palace down to earth, 
To guide His wandering children home." 

The conviction is therefore forced upon 
one, that the day of gospel light is nearing-
its end. What startling event will mark its-
close? I believe the translation of dead 
and living saints will be that event God 
will draw the line, and then begin and carry 
on another course of action with the world,, 
the day of power or vengeance correspond
ing to the times of the Acts of the Apostles 
from the persecution about Stephen down to-
the overthrow of the nation by Titus; a 
period of thirty-three years to the making-
of the covenant; then follows the suspended 
week of Daniel; viz.—seven years—the two 
periods making forty years. This then may 
be the space of time between the two-
events. If this is so, it will remove many 
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difficulties,' and allow sufficient time for 
mighty political events to complete them
selves, which otherwise it seems impossible 
could be consummated in the short period 
•of seven years. Students of the Word will 
at once know to what I refer—the struggle 
for supremacy amongst the nations, the 
•overthrow of three kingdoms, the gradual 
rising of one, the confederation of ten, and 
the final exalting of one above them all. 
Then again the return of the Jews to 
Palestine with such a change of their circum
stances that they will have some political 
-constitution granted. A temple rebuilt, and 
sacrifice and oblation resumed, and which 
will be recognized of >God; for if it were 
not so there would be no violation in their 
being taken away. "He shall cause the 
sacrifice and oblation to cease" appears, to 
my mind, to stamp the act as an outrage 
and injury directed against God. And all 
along the years a testimony will then have 
to be borne in every way in harmony with 
the dispensation. What are called the 
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imprecatory psalms have misled many. Some 
finding them difficult to'adapt with Christian 
principles and practice, as taught in the Epis
tles, have been foolish enough to declare there 
was "nothing viler to be found in Pagan teach
ing," and this too from a Christian teacher. 
When the translation is accomplished, the 
difficulty vanishes as to the place they occupy, 
and the people to appropriate them. The 
fact of such a change as Israel coming into 
restored relationship with God through the 
Gentiles rejecting the present offer of mercy 
is foreseen by Paul in Romans xi. - " Have 
they (Israel) stumbled that they should fall ? 
God forbid: but rather through their fall 
salvation is come to the Gentiles." The 
converse of this holds good. In their case, 
"because of unbelief they were broken off;" 
and he founds upon this an argument, and 
uses it as a warning to the Gentiles—" Take 
heed lest He spare not thee," for blindness 
to Israel shall only continue "until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in." The 
special ministry entrusted to Paul will then 
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have accomplished its end, and cease. That 
will show that the threat is carried into 
execution when the Gentiles are "broken off/* 
and Jew and Gentile take altered positions—• 
Israel coming into the ascendant, and the 
Gentile falling back into a secondary place, 
still having opportunity, while the day of 
vengeance is in progress, to bow their hearts 
to the cry that will be raised, " Repent ye: 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

It may be asked, Can proof be given 
of such a period as forty years from the 
time of the rapture to the Lord's return in 
glory ? Perhaps the one incident strikingly 
suggestive of that time being taken up,, 
necessary for the completion of the events 
that must transpire, is when the Lord, as it 
were, lingered over Israel after His resurrec
tion. "To whom also He showed Himself 
alive after His passion by many infallible 
proofs, being seen of them forty days, and 
speaking of the tilings pertaining to the king
dom of God;" a typical foreshadowing of Hi& 
lingering over Israel during His " parousia" 
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of forty years yet future. In Genesis xxv. 
20, Isaac was forty years old when he took 
Eebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel 
(affiliation of God); but Esau was forty years 
old when he took to wife Judith the 
daughter of Beeri the Hittite (Gen. xxvi. 
34), presenting in type a vivid picture of the 
nation which, regardless of God's promises, 
pursues a course of self-will to gain its own 
ends. May it not be possible that as there 
was a lifelong witness in the midst of God's 
people for 33 years, in the person of the Son 
of God, repeated again in the period of the 
Acts of the Apostles (another 33 years), so 
may follow a like term in extent when the 
Lord has prepared the way, and by His 
presence (parousia) again lingering over Israel, 
closing up with the seven years dating from 
the covenant, making together the forty 
years that have been frequently foreshadowed 
in the history of His people ? It may be 
that a hint of this is conveyed in the first 
recorded miracle of healing after the resur
rection ; of that healing the nation shall 
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receive in a future day when it records, 
"The man was above forty years old on 
whom this miracle of healing was showed." 

Moses was forty years old when he visited 
his brethren under their oppression; but he 
was obliged to wait another forty before he 
could serve them, and during another forty 
he was patiently bearing their manners in 
the wilderness. 

Joshua was forty years old when sent to 
search the land, which unbelief in others 
deprived him for a while from enjoying; and 
he also took his place another forty years in 
patient grace, with the rebellious people, 
sharing with Caleb the consequences of the 
people's wickedness. 

It might be also noticed that the same 
period is typically described in Ex. xxiv. 
Moses in the mount waiting his instructions 
respecting the tabernacle, which occupies 
thirty-three days—seven having elapsed 
before he is called forward to receive the 
marvellous teachings about Him who was to 
be set forth in the building, the Lord's life on 
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earth corresponding in years to the number 
of days Moses was receiving the divine 
commands. And how was Israel occupied ? 
In working up to the apostacy of the golden 
calf, a striking foreshadowing of another 
period, ending in judgment more terrible. 

Again, Deut. ix. 24, "Ye have been 
rebellious against the Lord. . . . I fell down 
before the Lord forty days and forty nights, 
as I fell down at the first; because the Lord 
had said He would destroy you." Moses 
in this act was typically taking the place of 
intercession on behalf of his people, and 
lingering over them in his affection, ever 
seeking to get them to the knowledge of the 
blessings God had in store. 

A singular combination of the two periods 
—the seventy and the forty—occur in 
Gen. 1. 3, in the history of Joseph: "And 
forty days were fulfilled for him; for so are 
fulfilled the days of those which are em
balmed: and the Egyptians mourned for him 
threescore and ten days." But more to the 
point is the time of long-suffering while the 
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ark was a preparing. In that time of patient 
waiting the forty years was extended three
fold, and again it is reproduced when patience 
was exhausted; for "the flood was forty 
days upon the earth." Goliath occupied 
the same typical period; "he drew near 
morning and evening, and presented himself 
forty days"—the antichrist of that day, 
whose challenge and defiance of the armies 
of the living God remained unanswered, as 
no''one was found equal to the task till 
David came forth in the name of the Lord 
of hosts. 

Similar to this is the instance of Absalom, 
who suggested that the king had the people 
not in his heart, and after forty years stole 
the hearts of the men of Israel.* He got 
what he worked for, but another catastrophe 
ended the scene, parallel somewhat to the 
time of Samson, for from his birth to another 
epoch of importance in the history of the 
people—viz., the taking the ark by the 
Philistines—forty years had passed away. 

• 2 Samuel xv. 3-7. 
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These incidents in Scripture, scattered 
about and frequently recurring in Israel's 
history, evidently have some important mean
ing. They (to me) point to some more terrible 
consummation of things which I have now-
suggested will yet come on in a future day.* 

It is necessary to the orderly arrangement 
of the Psalms and the prophetic scriptures 
to see that in a very large measure they 
converge on to this period of calamity. 
When the mystery of lawlessness working 
now, but gathering greater force as years 
roll on, until it shall be headed up in one 
who will in his person express the complete 
antitheses of 1 Tim. iii. 16, and be the great 
mystery of devil-likeness—Satan manifest 
in the flesh, seen of men, believed on in the 
world—and to be cast into the lake of fire. 
' 'A prince of men ruling among men who 

* Many other instances might be given. I will only 
add, that as Dr. Milo Mahan takes the number five to 
be the number of law, and eight to refer to life renewed, 
this supplies another link in the chain. The five 
multiplied by eight gives a result that accords with the 
above; for at the termination the Lord Jesus comes to 
deliver His people, and establish His kingdom. 

D 
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all are princes, a truly representative man, 
the flower of a splendid humanitarian 
culture; we may expect the lamb-like horns, 
the wise tongue of that serpent more subtle 
than all the beasts, the god-like power of 
knowledge calling down fire from heaven 
and chaining it to the wheels of progress, 
the magic skill which gives life to ' the image 
of the first beast' making power rather than 
goodness the object of human worship; in 
short/' that embodiment of humanity as 
such which shall put the man-god in the 
temple of the God-man. . . . And is not all 
progress in this direction ? Is not knowledge 
power? Are we not all becoming gods, 
knowing good and evil, laughing at all 
restraints upon our intellectual greed, pene
trating all mysteries, ready to assault if needs 
be the very gates of the tree of life ?" 

"The 'forty years'—the sacred term of 
Judah—is still more conspicuous as an ele
ment of the times and seasons. In the whole 
Levitical period it occurs in a marked or 
determined manner twelve times; namely, 
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thrice as terms of provocation — Moses, 
Samuel, the Apostolic age ; thrice as terms of 
deliverance and rest—Othniel, Barak, Gideon j 
thrice as terms of enlarged dominion—David, 
Solomon, Jeroboam ii.; thrice as terms of 
humiliation or servitude —Eli, Jehoash, and 
Jeremiah. Moreover, all these forties are 
connected with the house of Judah, or with 
Israel and Judah as a united people/'* 

This incarnation, when it takes form, will 
be the embodiment of all that the human 
heart has conceived and lusted after, for 
position and power, samples of which have 
been brought to view in the characters 
great in wickedness and defiance of God. 

" The constant aim, and the most thirsty wish 
Of every sinner unrenewed to be 
A god ;. in purple or in rags to have 
Himself adored. 

. . . " the purpose of his heart to be 
Set up, admired, obeyed." 

• Pcdmoniy by Milo Mahan, r>.n>. And he adds this 
footnote with reference to Jeroboam : " I call it forty 
years, and not forty-one, because the reigns of Israel, 
as the synchronical table shows, are generally given in 
years current" 
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The encounter already referred to in 
Goliath and David is but a foreshadowing of 
a linal one, of which we already know the 
issue, who in his day, having defeated every 
opponent, will look around for an antagonist 
that shall be considered a fit foe. " Choose 
ye a man for you, and let him come down to 
ma If he be able to fight.with me, and 
kill me, then will we be your servants: but 
if I prevail against him, and kill him, then 
shall ye be our servants, and serve us." 
This was Goliath's profane boast. In a 
future day another monster in human form 
shall again defy the armies of the living 
God, " shall speak marvellous things against 
the God of gods, and shall prosper." The 
world shall look up to its champion, rejoicing 
that at last it has got its ideal man; and 
with confidence in his power to overthrow 
every opponent, shall say, " Who is like unto 
the beast ? Who is able to make war with 
him?" 
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PART II, 

THE way is clear now to take up the second 
part of this enquiry. In what connection 
does " parousia" stand to this period of 
"forty years "? First as to the etymology of 
the word. I never saw it clearly explained 
till I looked it up in Dr. Young's Greek 
Concordance—one of the most valuable books 
ever issued—a help to the study of the 
Bible for any who, like myself, cannot read 
it in the original language. He there gives 
the meaning "a being alongside"—a sense 
casting light on the term. So that the 
word "parousia" would indicate that the 
Lord at that moment takes up a position 
in person towards the world that will con
tinue on till He has seen all the great events 
that will follow through to the end. That 
this "parousia" will cover the whole time 
from the first transaction that tells of His 
presence or "being alongside"—which will 
be the translation of the church—until the 
manifestation of that presence at the end of 
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the term when he shall break out upon His 
antichristian foes. This is very clearly 
seen from 2 Thess. ii. 8, taking the pas
sage from the Eevised Version: "Whom the 
Lord Jesus shall slay with the breath of 
His mouth, and bring to nought by the 
manifestation [epiphaneiai] of His coming" 
(margin, presence); "parousia." As the mani-
jestation clearly refers to the final overthrow 
at the end of the last seven years from the 
date of the covenant, it seemed an insuper
able difficulty, before the meaning above 
given was known to me, how the church 
could be translated at the same moment--
the twinkling of an eye—that He comes 
forth to destroy the man of sin—the same 
word being used for both events. " For what 
is our hope, or joy, or crown of glorying ? 
Are not even ye, before our Lord Jesus 
at His coming ?" [parousia]. (1 Thess. iL 
19. K.V.) 

" For this we say unto you by the word of 
the Lord, that we that are alive, that are left 
unto the coming [parousia] of the Lord, shall 
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in no wise precede them that are fallen 
asleep." (1 Thess. iv. 15. RY.) Again; « To 
the end He may stablish your hearts unblame-
able in holiness before our God and Father, 
at the coming [parousia] of our Lord Jesus 
WITH all His saints." (1 Thess. iii. 13. E.V.) 
So that when it is seen that "being alongside" 
is a lengthened period—the first part of it 
for His saints, and the end with His saints— 
the objection vanishes. Clearly there must 
be some interval between the initial point of 
the "parousia" and the termination. I t may 
be a long time or a short time; but if there 
is agreement with this principle, then taking 
into account what stupendous events will 
have to be worked out, this exposition may 
help and clear the difficulty in apportioning 
to " parousia " not less than forty years. 

The same word is used relative to the 
" lawless one," when he is making his power 
to be felt among men: "Even him whose 
coming ('parousia') is after the working of 
Satan"—not here surely, a sudden coming 
out and then departure, but his "being 

D 2 
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alongside," will occupy time, in the which 
he will work with craft and cunning, and 
take time to complete his arrangements. 

1 John ii. 28. Not he ashamed before 
Him at His coming ("parousia"). Here again, 
while His "parousia" is in the air, during 
which the service of His people will be 
looked into—in fact, the sitting of a session— 
there will be those whose service will cause 
a sense of shame, though redemption is not 
questioned. A period of time when there 
will be deliberation. This seems to me to be 
what is meant by "a being alongside"—while 
events are ripening on the earth—there is 
One alongside in the air who, after He has 
"risen up," His first act is to receive His own. 

In J. B. Eotherham's New Testament, on 
2 Peter i. 16, he translates as follows: "For 
not as having followed after cleverly-devised 
stories, made we known to you our Lord 
Jesus Christ's power and presence" (parousia.) 
To which he appends the following note: 
" or arrival. The reason for here preferring 
* presence' is that the transformation on the 
mount was a display and sample of 'presence* 
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rather than coming. The Lord was there. 
Being there, the majesty of His glorified 
person was disclosed. His bodily ' presence' 
was one which inferred and exerted power." 

There is one more passage left that I 
should like to devote some attention to. In 
Matthew xxiv. three questions are asked, 
"Tell us when shall these things be?1' 
"What shall be the sign of thy coming " 
(parousia), " and of the end of the world ?" 
In Rotherham's translation this is rendered, 
"Conclusion of the age." It is generally 
considered these are three distinct questions; 
they certainly may be grouped in this way. 
I t is with the second one this enquiry is 
only concerned with, "What shall be the 
sign of thy parousia?" Or take the mean
ing to be found in Dr. Young's Concordance, 
" What shall be the sign of thy 'being along
side'?" Let us first see what it is not. It 
is commonly expounded as if it had been 
written, " By what signs shall we know thy 
coming is near at hand?" "What are the 
tokens of the approach of thy coming?" 
I am sure this idea is prevalent. Observing 
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the question carefully, and minding the word 
used, it is evident that the enquiry can only 
mean one thing. I have nothing to do with 
how they got this knowledge, or why this 
particular word occurs in the text. The 
Holy Spirit has put it there. Therefore 
there is hut one conclusion; for the disciples 
sought to understand how it could be known 
when the " presence " was a fact. The diffi
culty arises from not observing carefully the 
definite point in the question. The papers 
record a pestilence, or a famine, or a frightful 
earthquake, and the remark is frequently 
made, " We are told these things are to hap
pen, and they indicate the Lord's coming is 
very near." Whereas if the context is carefully 
Tead, it will be evident the knowledge im
parted to the disciples is to give by and by 
understanding of the times and how it may 
be known and when He is " alongside." This 
leads on to the other question as to the " con
clusion of the age," the great consummation, 
until "the indignation be overpast," when 
His hidden presence (hidden to His followers 
of *that time) shall be followed by the 
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"manifestation of His presence." If this is 
the true explanation of a long-recognized 
difficulty, it is a complete answer to the 
question often put, "Will the church go 
through the tribulation ?" To me it appears 
impossible, for these reasons: In Thessa-
lonians Paul gives them to understand they 
will be His crown of rejoicing in the 
" presence " (emprosthen = " before," " in 
front of "—Dr. Young) of our Lord Jesus at 
His coming (parousia). Here is the plainest 
declaration that the moment of His descent 
into the air from heaven a simultaneous 
event follows from earth—"we shall be 
caught up to meet the Lord in the air." 
This mighty movement will inaugurate His 
parousia. No signs, no earthquakes, no pes
tilences to give warning of His approach. 
On the contrary, as I have said above, such 
signs are for those who will by such tokens 
be fully acquainted with the fact that the 
"parousia," or presence, is there—giving confi
dence to the tried ones, who will have to suffer 
* as was not since the beginning/' strengthen
ing their hearts to " endure to the end." 
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This diagram gives in a compressed form 
the order as I have sought to present 
it. You will therefore see the descending 
into the air from heaven is the first move
ment from the position the Lord now 
occupies. This is, as before stated, the 
inauguration of the period known as 
"parousia." The answer to it from earth 
will be the immediate translation of God's 
people out of every community, and from 
every age. The judgment-seat of Christ 
follows, not to be confused with the great 
white throne of Eev. xx.; but that scene of 
2 Cor. v. 10, and which it is to be feared is 
greatly set aside in the preaching of the 
present time. Then the time will be drawing 
near for the termination of the conflict that 
has been raging ever since sin made entrance 
into this world. The battle between Christ 
and Satan grows in intensity, and the arena 
where it is to be finally fought is the earth, 
when he will bring into the field his last 
champion—another Goliath. 

The issue of the struggle is already known. 
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In the words of a writer whose language is 
better descriptive than mine, " We may not 
altogether understand the controversy or the 
plea, or even the points at issue; but we 
can easily discern that the antagonism is 
evidently a political and dynastic struggle 
for the sovereignty of the world. The 
power of Satan against which our Lord had 
to contend was not his angelic strength, but 
his magisterial claims." Still, before this 
overthrow there is that court, though it is 
but feebly apprehended, where it would 
seem as if Satan were allowed to make one 
malignant effort to assert his power. Though 
the foundation upon which the redeemed 
have built can never be shaken, nor even 
can the question of their security be raised, 
yet there will remain the unsatisfied desire 
to do all the injury he can through those 
who have been the receivers of God's 
salvation. I t will be the final effort to 
strike a blow, and prove how unalterable is 
that hate against Him whom he once before 
encountered in the wilderness, and whose 
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*iim it was to secure for ever the dominion 
of the world. But the last accusation has 
been silenced, and nothing remains for him 
but to be " cast out into the earth, and his 
angels cast out with him." Then will break 
forth the song of triumph, "Now is come 
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom 
•of our God, and the power of his Christ; 
for the accuser of our brethren is cast 
down, which accused them before our God 
day and night"—a song which anticipates 
the 'moment when the "kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of His Christ, and He shall reign for 
ever and ever." Then it will be seen that 
" the princedom of this world, like His many 
other crowns, were to be won and worn, not 
by the gift of Satan, but by the might of 
His own obedience unto death; and the 
spoils of the vanquished must adorn the 
triumph of the Conqueror." The expectation 
calls for " the patience of the saints," and 
Paul held out the prospect of the final and 
crushing defeat to cheer the converts at 
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Eome. " And the God of peace shall bruise 
[margin, tread] Satan under your feet shortly* 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you. Amen." 

"EVEN SO, COMB, LORD JESUS." 
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