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Preface to Second Evition,

—_——

THE first edition of this work was published in the
year 1849. The present edition has been prepared .
by me, at intervals, during a protracted and severe
illness. Its revision, consequently, has not been so
complete as I could have desired. It has, however,
been revised, and some additions have been made.

The strength of my early convictions as to the
truth of the opinions advanced, and as to the infinite
importance of that truth, has been, each year,
intensified, not enfeebled. Some remarks on the
events of the last twenty-five years, and on the pre-
sent condition of our own once favoured land, will
be found in the concluding chapter. (See page 412.)
I trust that these remarks may receive from some,
candid and prayerful consideration. They may
seem severe, perhaps, but there are occasions when
severity, and severity only, is kindness. -

It is distressing to observe that, whilst the prin-

ciples and arrangements of the nations are every
a2
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year approximating more and more nearly to that
specific form which the Scripture says they will
assume at the time of the end, men, instead of recog-
nising this marked verification of God’s Word,
continue to mistrust, if not to revile that Word,
more and more. Satan ever seeks to blind men to
that which is the record of their own doom.

It is scarcely less painful to observe the attempts
of many to serve God apart from the guidance of
His Word. “We want,” say they, ¢“Christ, not
doctrine;” as if Christ could be separated from His
doctrine. We do not read of being sanctified apart
from Truth. ¢ Sanctify them by Thy Truth. Thy
Word is Truth.” We do not read of growth apart
from the reception of * the unadulterated milk of

the Word.” We do not read of abiding in Christ,

apart from abiding in the doctrine of Christ. He
‘“that abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath
not God.” (2 John 9.)

God’s Truth is very holy; yet we have often
handled it with careless and irreverent hand. Ifit
has not prospered, one great cause is our own failure
in walking circumspectly. We need, as to this,
humiliation and confession, and a turning unto Him
whose mercies fail not. “ Who is a God like unto
Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the
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transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He
retaineth not His anger for ever, because He
delighteth in mercy.” (Micah vii. 18.)

There can be no true practical unity—no holy
co-operation, apart from the knowledge of God’s
holy Word. May He grant us grace to recognise,
and welcome, and follow, that light which He hath
graciously sent forth; and may we find practically
that it guides us through paths of holy calmness,
and peace, and certainty, on te His holy hill, and
to His tabernacles. As evil increases around us (and
it surely will), may we seek more earnestly than ever
to be separate from the evil, and to be separate unfo
God according to His written Word.

December, 1873. : '
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INTRODUCTION.

Ir there be any lesson which we learn as we ad-
vance in experimental acquaintance with realities
around us, it is this—the necessity that God should
effectuate, by His own power, His own designs of
blessing. “Of him, and through him, and unto
him are all things.” That only prospers which is
originated, executed, and completed by Him,

There are certain spheres in which it is easy to
recognise the necessity of His agency, because they
are spheres in which no one can act excepting God.
No other can create: no other uphold by the word
of His power that which hath been created. No one
but God can reign over the inhabitants of Heaven :
and Heaven is blessed, because all things emanate
Jrom Him, and all things are immediately regulated
by Him. And as regards this earth, none but scep-
tics doubt that the unseen agency of God ultimately
orders all things. Secretly, He sets bounds to the
energies of evil which they cannot pass ; and all the
activities of men and of Satan ultimately bend to
His control so®as to subserve the purposes of His
holy and blessed will.

Yet, even where all this has been recognised,
there has been strange incredulity as to any further

B



2 INTRODUCTION.

and more direct exercise of God’s governmental
power being intended for this earth. Delegated
power has so long been committed by God to men,
and they have so long, by means thereof, fashioned
both national and individual life, that even the
Church has well nigh forgotten that anything else
is practicable. Men seem to think that they are
quite competent to regulate for themselves the
things of earth, and pretend that it would be dero-
gatory to the dignity of God and of Christ to
suppose that they could ever directly concern them-
selves with the minute arrangement of human
things here. It is not believed that He who is now
glorified above the heavens, will ever undertake the
immediate government of Israel and of the nations.

Yet surely, when we reflect on the grace of Him
who humbled Himself so as to wash the feet of His
gervants, and then submitted to the death of the
Cross—One also who has ever cared for the spar-
rows, and counted the hairs of the head of His
people—it would not seem unlikely that He should
be willing to undertake anything that would sub-
serve the happiness of men, especially if that which
is essential to such happiness, can be effected by
. Himself alone.

We scarcely need ask the question, whether right
and wise legislation be necessary for the purposes
of human happiness here ? Is there anything
after which the wisdom of ages has laboured more
than to discover some means of legislating rightly
for the nations and families of earth? But even
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when men have hoped that the secret of good
has been discovered, they have lacked the power to
execute. Their resources have failed, or else the
resistance of adversaries has prevailed, or there has
been no sufficient wisdom to devise means to reach
the intended end ; and thus the general confession
is that, although there is much to be desired, little
has been attained ; and men are obliged to own that
the right regulation of human things is something
without which human happiness cannot be, but that
wisdom and power are alike wanting to accomplish
that which is required. 'What country, what nation
is satisfied with its condition ?

Why, then, should it be deemed unlikely that
God should withdraw from the hands of men
the authority which He has so long delegated,
and entrust it to One who #Aas wisdom, and
who has power to subject evil, and to establish
good? It is not necessary for Christ to quit the
sphere of heavenly being, because it may please
Him to administer the government of earth. The
angels, who even now secretly minister to the heirs
of salvation, do not cease to have their home in
heaven ; and surely it is not less easy for the Son
of God to retain the heavenly character of His
glory, and yet to order the affairs of earth, and to
visit it with His presence.

Nor will it be altogether a new thing for God to
legislate and govern in the earth. The circum-
stances,indeed,in which He formerly acted as the
Head of Israel, when He legislated for them in the
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wilderness, were very different from those in which
He will again connect Himself with them as their
King. But still, it is a fact that God did descend
upon Sinai—that He did legislate for Israel—that
He did abide amongst them in the cloudy pillar;
and yet He ceased not to be what He ever had
been, and ever shall be, in the heaven of heavens.
It is, therefore, neither improbable, nor contrary to
experience, that God should undertake the govern-
mental arrangement of earth.

But we are not, in determining this, left to con-
jecture, or to the calculation of antecedent proba-
bilities. If there be anything which the Old and-
New Testaments reveal with concurrent clearness of
testimony, it is that the present agencies which
form the manners of the earth are to be set aside,
and that the Son of God is Himself to become the
Governor of the nations. “The seventh angel
sounded, and there were great voices in heaven,
saying, The sovereignty of the world* hath become
the sovereignty of our Lord, and of his Christ; and
he shall reign for ever and ever.” And again:
“ We give thee thanks, O Lord, the God Almighty,
the One who is and who was; because thou hast
taken to thee thy great power and reigned.” Rev. xi.
17. The book of Psalms also abounds with songs
of thanksgiving appropriated to that hour. * O sing
unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, all

* ‘H Bacu\ela Tod xdopov. See Greek New Testament as
edited from ancient authorities by Dr. Tregelles, -Begater

uad—-Sens-—#‘

C M. TUCKER. PRINTER AND PUBLISHER.
12, CHARTERHOUSE SQUARE. LONDON, E.C 1.
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the earth. . . . . Sayamong the Gentiles that
the Lord reigneth : the world also shall be estab-
lished that it shall not be moved : he shall judge
the peoples righteously. Let the heavens rejoice,
and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the
fulness thereof. Let the field be joyful, and all
~ that is therein : then shall all the trees of the wood
rejoice before the Lord : for he cometh, for he cometh
to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with
righteousness, and the peoples with his truth.”
Ps. xcvi. How strange that such words as these
should ever.have been interpreted of a period re-
specting which the Scripture itself testifies, that
“creation groaneth in the bondage of corruption
—*““that darkness covereth the earth, and gross
darkness the peoples ’—¢ that the foundations of all
things are out of course.”

The universal joy of creation and its release from
its present groan, is continually mentioned in the
Scriptures as constituting one feature in the coming
scene of blessing. But how could this be, apart
from the reign of the Lord? Such a rest of crea-
tion would ill eonsort with a condition in which the
governmental power of earth remained in the hands
of fallen man. And then, as to the spread and
maintenance of truth, it is not easy to see Aow it
could be maintained among the nations, unless the
Head of the Church and the Governor of the nations
were one. Accordingly, one of the chief objects of
His rule will be to sustain by His power the minis-
tration of His truth. There will be still the same
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message of reconciliation through faith in His blood ;
the same indwelling of the Holy Spirit; the same
union between believers and a risen Lord ; the same
great High Priest ; the same intercession. Whether
now, or in the coming dispensation, flesh, wherever
found, is flesh, and needs the same mercies of the
same ‘ everlasting gospel.” The eternal verities of
God can never change; and to maintain them will
be one of the specific objects of the millennial reign. .
But Christ will not undertake the government of
earth apart from His chosen City and His chosen
nation. He will give to Jerusalem and to Israel su-
premacy in the earth, and will govern instrumentally
through them. Thus, when the judgments by which
He will finally crush the present proud power of the
Gentiles shall be inflicted, Israel will be used as His
instrument. ‘“When I have bent Judah for me,
filled the bow with Ephraim, and raised up thy
sons, O Zion, against thy sons, O Greece, and made
thee as the sword of a mighty man. And the Lord
shall be seen over them, and his arrow shall go
forth as the lightning: and the Lord God shall
blow the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of
the south.” Zech. ix. 13, 14. And when the hour
of judgment shall be succeeded by the peaceful
regulations of mercy, Israel will still be the channe
through which the appointments of His goodness
shall reach the nations. ‘The remnant of Jacob
shall be in the midst of many peoples as a dew from
the Lord, as the showers upon the grass, that tar-
rieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men.’
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Micah v. 7. ¢ Many peoples shall go and say,
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob ; and he will
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths:
for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem.” Is. ii. 3.

The servants of God of old, such as Daniel, were
not strangers to such expectations. Many things
now clearly revealed to us, were to them unknown.
But they did understand that Israel, and the God of
Israel, should at last govern in the earth. They
knew, also, that there were blessings long promised
which could be received neither by creation, nor by
the nations, until ¢tkat government should hawe
come. .

Hence the bitter sorrow of spirit with which they
beheld Israel (who for a time had been set in supre-
macy under Solomon) displaced from that position.
The glory of the reign of Solomon quickly faded
away ; iniquity continued to increase, until at last
the long-threatened blow fell upon Jerusalem, and
the throne of David in God’s chosen city sank before
the power of Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. This was
the moment at which Daniellived. The commencing
words of his prophecy are the record of this fall of
Jerusalem: “In the third year of the reign of
Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.
And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into
his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of
God : which he carried into the land of Shinar to
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the house of his god; and he brought the vessels
into the treasure house of his god.” Dan. i. 1, 2.

Daniel was not exempted from the general calamity.
It fell heavily on him ; for he was carried captive
to Babylon. But it was there that he was called to
be numbered among the prophets of God. Pro-
phecy has always been connected with the place of
suffering and reproach. Enoch, the firs¢t who pro-
phesied, prophesied among the corruptions which
brought on the judgment of the flood : and Samuel
was not raised up until judgment was about to fall
upon the priestly house in Israel. The disciples
were prophetically instructed whilst they stood on
the Mount of Olives around their rejected Lord :
and John was an exile in Patmos when he re-
ceived the Revelation. The hearts, therefore, of
such were likely to be chastened and prepared to
understand the history of present evil, whilst they
waited for the future and long-delayed blessing.
Among these Daniel was numbered. He had kept
himself from the defilements of the hour. His
heart was tender. It had learned to mourn over
the evil of his people, as well as over their chas-
tisements, He sought to humble himself before
God, and to wait on Him. He was the man
“ greatly beloved,” and to him were committed
fresh testimonies from God—testimonies which
through him have been transmitted to us. In the
-light of these testimonies many will walk, even in
the midst of the deepest darkness of the latter
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day, prove the value of their guidance, and bless
Him who gave them, for ever and ever.

The subject of the prophecy of Daniel is the
history of those Gentile nations who have been
appointed to hold supreme power in the earth
throughout the period of Jerusalem’s punishment.
It is not the history of all Gentile nations. It is
the history only of those Empires who were ap-
pointed, after trampling down Jerusalem, to rule
successively in her stead; and they are but four
—the empires of Chaldea, of Persia, of Greece,
and of Rome. Nor is the history even of these
Empires given in its completeness, or in much
detail. Jerusalem is the centre of the prophecy;
and the events among the Gentiles are only re-
corded because of their relation to thdt city.
Accordingly, when Jerusalem ceased nationally to
exist, detailed history in Daniel is suspended. The
long period, already exceeding eighteen hundred
years, which has elapsed since Israel ceased to
exist nationally in Jerusalem, is passed over almost
in silence. No dates, localities, or personages are,
during this interval, mentioned, nor will the thread
of prophetic history be resumed until Israel shall
again assume a national position in Jerusalem, and
again become a centre of Gentile energy, and Gentile
iniquity.

Thus the prophecy of Daniel becomes available
for purposes of instruction to the Church generally.
If, in order to understand it, we were obliged to toil
through the history of nearly two thousand years,
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who, whether learned or unlearned, could be ex-
pected to attend? But when, instead of this, the
burden of the prophecy rests upon a brief and yet
future time; and all necessary acquaintance with
past history is limited to that which Scripture itself
supplies, who is there that may not listen and learn ?

A very slight acquaintance with that which is
now passing around us is sufficient to show, that the
ancient dominance of ecclesiastical systems is giving
place to the superior strength of the secular powers.
The corruptions and discords of ecclesiastical sys-
tems make men despair of obtaining from them any
beneficial influence, and drive many to look to the
secular systems as their hope. There is also in con-
nection with this an increasing desire to substitute
mere human brotherhood, for brotherhood in Christ.
The sin of past ages has been, the assigning to men
who were brought only nominally into the Church,
the privileges and the duties of Christians. The sin
now appearing is even worse than this. It is the re-
jection of all brotherhood, save human brotherhood.
An attempt is being made to apply to men as men,
principles and precepts which God restricts to those
~who are really brought into His Church by faith.
This is a condition weli adapted to secure the reign
of the secular systems. They, of course, would
naturally be regarded as the proper heads of a
system of human fraternisation. Few things, there-
fore, can be more important than to see, in the light
of Scripture, the real character of these secular
systems; and this it is the especial object of the
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prophecy of Daniel to unfold. The object of his
prophecy is not to treat of the ecclesiastical corrup-
tions of Christendom, but to teach respecting the
character of the secular power in the ruling Gentile
Empires—whether those Empires do, or do not,
profess the name of Christ.

When we consider how false and evil the rela-
tions, even of real Christianity, to the secular
power have often been, and that those relations
would probably never have been held, if the pro-
phecies of Daniel had been understood; when we
remember, too, that his prophecy utterly dissipates
the delusions of false and unscriptural philanthropy,
and of that deistic eclecticism which is now en-
snaring so many, it will not surprise us to find that
every attempt to revive the testimonies of this Book
should be sternly resisted.

Accordingly, in one of the most popular books of
the day, the inspiration of this holy Book is denied,
and it is cast back among the fables of the Apo-
crypha.* It.would seem as if the writer intuitively

* See “Dr. Arnold’s Life,” p. 195. Dr. Arnold ventures to
say, “ There can be no reasonable spiritual meaning made
out of the kings of the north and south. I have long thought
that the greater part of the Book of Daniel is most cer-
tainly a very late work, of the time of the Maccabees ; and
the pretended prophecy about the kings of Greacia and Persia,
and of the north and south, is mere history, like the poetical
prophecies in Virgil and elsewhere.” Dr. Arnold then inti-
mates that, as a whole, the Book of Daniel should be classed
with the stories of the Apocrypha, though that there may
be genuine fragments in it is very likely. The italics are
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felt, that either Ais thoughts about man and man’s
amelioration must be sacrificed, or else the prophecy
of this Book: and he sacrificed the latter. Yet it
seems wonderful that it should never have occurred
to this writer, that in assailing the authority of
Daniel, he assailed a greater than he; for did the
Lord Jesus deceive ? And would it not be deception
- for the Lord Jesus solemnly to refer us to the words
of * Daniel the Prophet” (Mark xiii. 14) if He knew
that Daniel was not a prophet, and that his writings
ought to be classed with Bel and the Dragon, and
other similar tales in the Apocrypha ?

It is a fearful thing to attack the authority of
Scripture. We might almost say that it would be
more easy to think with the infidel, that God had
never given a revelation of His will, than to suppose
that, after having given it, He had failed to watch
over it by His providence, and had allowed it to
descend to us falsified and untrue. Surely, if we can

mine. There is a temerity in these statements that almost
makes one tremble, and at the same time a surprising want
of calm reflection. The most important parts that have yet
been accomplished in the prophecies of Daniel, have been
accomplished since the date at which Dr. Arnold supposes it
to have been written: the cutting off of the Messiah, and
the desolation of Jerusalem by the Romans, are examples.
It would be very strange that predictions, accompanied, be
it observed, by dates, should be so marvellously fulfilled in a
book which on Dr. Arnold’s hypothesis must be full not
merely of fables, but of deliberate lies; for almost every
vision in Daniel marks its own chronology : therefore, if the
chronology be false, the whole book is false.
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can confide in God respecting any thing, we can
confide in Him for the preservation of His own
Scriptures—Scriptures which He Himself has termed
“THE Scriptures of truth.” This thought should
be sufficient to silence every doubt. But in addition
to this, each Book of the Holy Scriptures has an
internal evidence of its own, which strengthens in
proportion as we addict ourselves to the study and
use of the Word of God. This is especially the case
with the Book of Daniel. The more minutely we
examine each individual word, the more shall we be
struck with the consistency of the propheey, not
only with itself, but with the rest of Secripture.
Indeed, it may be said to be necessary to the har-
mony of Scripture. It abundantly confirms Isaiah;
and the prophecies of the New Testament, especially
the Book of Revelation, stand or fall with it. Be-
sides which, there is no past event that has come
within the scope of its predictions which has not
verified it ; and every rising event is adding fresh
corroboration. Without it, the rest of prophetic
Scripture would be obscured ; nor could we speak with
certainty or precision of the prospects of any thing
that is transpiring amongst the nations around us.
We cannot wonder, therefore, that such a Book
should be vehemently assailed, especially by those
who are ridiculing ¢ Bibliolatry” (as they are
pleased to term it), and are industriously seeking to
substitute their own baseless and sceptical specula-
tions for the sure record of the written Word. If it
be “ Bibliolatry” to believe that every word in the
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Holy Scripture has been written under the direct
and immediate suggestion of the Holy Ghost, and
therefore, that we are to reverence the Scripture as
being the testimony of the Holy Ghost, and that,
consequently, the authority of the Scripture and
the authority of the Holy Ghost are co-equal,* then

* The Scriptures ever speak of themselves as being the
testimony of the Holy Ghost. Thus, in Hebrews x., speaking
of the full and lasting acceptance of the believer by the offer-
ing of the holy body of the Lord Jesus on the cross, (an
offering once and for ever made,) the Apostle goes on to say
that the very fact of the expiation having been complete,
and having effected the purgation of sins, renders it im-
possible that there should be a repetition of offering in any
sense whatsoever. Where remission of sins is, there can be
no more offering for them ; for if further offering were re-
quired, then the sins could not have been remitted. The
Apostle then adds, that the Holy Ghost also bears witness
to this, in that He has said in tke Book of Jeremiah, * their
sins and iniquities will I remember no more.” Thus, then
a passage in Jeremiah is quoted by the Apostle as being the
direct testimony of the Holy Ghost. “ The Holy Ghost spake
by the Prophets.” They were the instruments, He the
speaker. See Matt. ii. 15, 70 pnlév dmo kvpiov 8id Tob mpo-
Prov.

We are also told, in the Epistle of Peter, that prophetic
Scripture is not of “ private interpretation,” but set forth on
the authority of the Holy Ghost. The word translated “in-
terpretation ” (émiAvais) is derived from a verb signifying ¢o
explain, expound, or unravel, and would be applied to the
solution of an enigma. Thus it is said of the Lord Jesus
that “ when they were alone, he expounded (énéhve) all things
unto his disciples.” It is similarly used in Genesis xli. 12, of
the interpretation or explanation of a dream. See LXX., and
in Acts xix. 39, of the legal exposition of an involved or diffi-

.
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may such ¢ Bibliolatry” abound in the Church for
ever. The conviction that such “ Bibliolatry” will
be promoted by increased enquiry into Prophetic
Scripture, is one of my chief encouragements in
writing these pages.

cult question in a judicial assembly. When it is said, there-
fore, that no prophecy of Scripture is of private “ exposition”
(i8las émvoens), it means, that it is not an explanation put
forth on the authority of private unauthorised individuals,
but of holy men of God, publicly and duly accredited, and
who spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

Thus, also, prophecy is regarded not as an enigma, but as
“the solution,” not as the difficulty, but «“ tke explanation”
of the difficulty. The “secret things belong unto the Lord
our God, but the things that are revealed belong unto us and
to our children.” Deut. xxix. 29. Se¢ further remarks on
this subject in “ Occasional Papers,” No. 1. p. 115.



CHAPTER 1.

ERROR OF MODERN INTERPRETATION AS TO THE
SCOPE OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

It seems needful, before we enter upon the consi-
deration of the first vision of the Book of Daniel, to
notice an error of interpretation that has long and
extensively prevailed—an error fatal to all right
exposition of the prophecy, because it affects the
subject about which the prophecy is. If the subject
of a prediction be not ascertained, we shall cer-
tainly not understand that which is predicted con-
cerning it.

In this first vision an Image was seen, composed
of various metals. Its head was of fine gold ; its
breast and its arms of silver ; its belly and its sides*
of brass ; its legs of iron.

# ¢ Sides” is a rendering placed in the margin of our Eng-
lish version, and has been adopted by several translators. It
can scarcely be regarded as a strictly accurate rendering, but
it is certainly preferable to “ thighs.”

The Chaldee word is peculiar. It is not dual or plural,
but singular, AN the thigh-part that is, that part of the
human trunk whence the thighs issue. Thus, in several



ERRORS OF MODERN INTERPRETATION. 17

As regards the four metals which compose this
Image, almost all expositors agree that they repre-
sent the successive empires of Chaldma, Persia,
Greece, and Rome—an interpretation, indeed, that
may well be given ; for few things are more capable
of being demonstrated both from Scripture and from
fact. “ That the Roman Empire,” says Mede, “ was
the fourth kingdom of Daniel, was believed by the
Church of Israel both before and in our Saviour’s
time, received by the disciples of the Apostles, and
the whole Christian Church for the first 300 years,
without any known contradiction; and I confess,
having so good ground in Scripture, it is with me
‘tantum non articulus fidei,” little le# than an
article of faith.”

French versions it is rendered les hanches. In ordinary lan-
guage, when a statue or a man is spoken of, the word “legs ”
is understood to include “the thighs,” and certainly a word
in the singular number would not have been used if the two
thighs were to be denoted. Venema renders it “sides” in the
following passage :—*‘ Caput erat aureum : pectus et brachia ex
argento; venter et latera @s.” Some translate it by “ilia.”
The lateral part of the lower belly is indicated and called * the
thigh part,” because the thighs issue thence. This, doubt-
less, is the true meaning. Geier seems to adopt it. 7D
Intestina ejus (ab Hebrseeo DD viscera, intestina) ponitur
hic pro continente, hoc est pro |D3 venter. Deinde ANIY
latera ejus (ab Ebrmo latus, femur) facile intelliguntur hic
posita pro partibus illis ventris, qua sunt ex ejus ambobus
lateribus, hoc est pro #lZdus, sicuti duo brachia sunt ex latere
pectoris, quibus lateribus seu femori annecti solebat gla-
dius.— Gever on Daniel.
C
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If, then, the iron legs of the Image denote the
whole Roman empire, why do expositors, after admit-
ting this, suddenly forget their admission when they
begin to treat of the ten divided parts, and write as
if half only of the Roman empire were indicated ?
If a whole is to be divided, we must divide that whole.
Nothing but error can ensue, if we divide only Aalf.
Yet this is the mistake that has been committed.
The Greek or Eastern half of the Roman empire has
been forgotten, and the Latin or Western half only
considered. Expositors have written as if the ten
toes of the Image were all found on one of its feet;
and have persisted in seeking the ten kingdoms
which those toes represent, in one part only of the
Roman empire. That modern expositors (for it was
not the case in the more early ages*) should have
committed so fatal a mistake, appears truly unac-
countable. But it is sufficient to prevent any right
result being attained, and accounts for the per-
plexity which many have imagined to be hopelessly
connected with prophetic enquiry. And the error is
the worse, because the eastern part of the Roman
empire—that part which expositors have forgotten,
has, even in secular history, as well as in Seripture,

* See evidence of this at the end of this volume.

See also a very interesting and conclusive paper giving the
Scripture evidence as to the succession of these four empires,
in a work entitled “ Remarks on the prophetic visions in the
Book of Daniel,” by Dr. S. P. Tregelles. I would earnestly
recommend the perusal of this work to all who are interested
in prophetic inquiry. '

C M. TUCKER. PRINTER AND PUBLISHER,
12, CHARTERHOUSE SQUARE. LONDON, E.C 1.
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a claim to be regarded as the more important divi-
sion of the two.*

* As regards its secular history, the mere fact of the seat
of the empire having been removed from Rome and planted
at Constantinople, was sufficient to give a pre-eminence to
the East. Constantinople was considered to be, and was,
the seat of Roman power. Constantinople remodelled
secularly and religiously the whole empire. So long did the
Emperors at Constantinople claim supremacy over the west-
ern branch of the empire, that even after the barbarians had
conquered Rome, Ricimer, the German Master of Rome, ac-
quiesced in the claim of the Emperor of the East to nomi-
nate the Emperor of the West.

This was in A.p. 467. “The patrician Anthemius,”’ says
Heeren, “ then at Censtantinople, (where they never gave up
their pretentions to the right of maming or confirming the
Sovereigns of the West,) was, though with the consent of the
mighty Ricimer, named Emperor of the West, April 12th,
A.D. 467, by the Emperor Leo.” Again after this, in A.p. 472,
Julius Nepos Augustus was nominated at Constantinople.
(See Heeren, “ Manual of Ancient History,” p. 469.) I need
not say how long the Empire of the East survived the fall of
its sister in the West. See also letter of the Senate to Zeno,
Emperor of the East, when Augustulus, the last Western
Emperor of the Roman lineage, was deposed. They disclaim
the wish of continuing any longer the Imperial succession in
Italy, and state their opinion that one Monarch is sufficient
for East and West. In their own name, and the name of the
people, they consent that the seat of universal Empire shall
be transferred to Constantinople, and renounce the right
which they had nominally enjoyed, from the time of Au-
gustus, of choosing their own Master. They state that the
“republic” might safely confide in Odoacer, and humbly
request that the Emperor of the East would invest him with
the title o patrician and the administration of the diocese
of Italy. Their request was granted, and Odoacer was ap-



20 CHAPTER T.

If the terms of the vision had been adhered to, and
the ten final kingdoms had been sought in the whole
Roman empire, the modern theory of interpretation
could never have existed ; for it is based upon the
extraordinary fallacy that kalf of the Roman empire
s the Roman empire. Here, then, is a mistake
sufficient to account for all the failure that has been
found in result.

There are three criteria by which every interpre-
tation of this chapter must be rigorously tested.

1st.—The ten kingdoms, represented by the ten
toes of the image, are to be sought in the whole
extent of the Roman empire—eastern as well as
western.

2nd.—When once existent, they continue till the
end; that is to say, until the stone smites them,
grinds them to powder, and begins itself to fill the
whole earth.

3rd.—Their development must be a plain and
recognised development, analogous to that of the
empires that have already been.

No one doubts that Chaldsea, Persia, Greece, and
Rome have existed and ruled as sovereign empires.
The development of the ten last kingdoms must be

pointed. Odoacer reigned from A.D. 476 to A.p. 492. Thus
even barbarians acknowledged the supremacy of the Eastern
branch. The superior importance of the East in Scripture
will be abundantly apparent when we consider the eighth
and eleventh chapters of Daniel. It will be the great sphere
of Antichrist’s coming glory.
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no less decided. It will be a patent and unquestioned
fact recognised by the whole earth.*

Such are the criteria. And, seeing that no divi-
sion of the Roman empire answering to these condi-
tions has ever taken place, it follows that this part
of the vision remains to be fulfilled. We have seen
the gold, the silver, the brass, and the iron ; but we
have not yet seen the clay-iron foes. The seventh
chapter, under the symbol of the fourth or Roman
monster, equally fixes our attention on this ten-fold
and last division of the whole Roman empire. There
it is that that character of power, described as half-
metal, balf “pottery-ware,” is to be found ; there
is the sphere over which the power and blasphemies
of the little horn are tospread: tkereare the countries
whose atheistic evil is to cause the session of the
Ancient of Days in judgment. It becomes, there-
fore, a subject of solemn intorest to determine as
accurately as we can, what countries were brought
beneath the Roman power, for such countries we
may soon expect to see revived in corporate though
divided unity ; and they will hold the supreme con-
trolling power of earth during the closing period of
our dispensation.

* It should also be remembered that the Ten Kingdoms,
when developed, will be federally united. Although distinct,
they will not have the power of separate action. Accordingly,
they are symbolised by the ten toes of one Image, and in the
Revelation, by the ten horns of one Beast—that Beast in the
Revelation representing an individual. In both these cases
we have the emblem of distinctness, but also of union.
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The provinces of Rome, at the most extended
period of its power, may be enumerated thus :—

The most northern part of the Roman empire was
Britain. It was first attacked by Julius Ceesar, but
was not formally reduced into a Roman province
until the time of Nero, under the name- of Britannia
Romana. This finally included England, and the
greater part of Scotland. The Grampian hills may
be taken as the extreme point to which the Romans
penetrated. It was there that Agricola, in the reign
of Domitian, fought his most northerly battle with
the Caledonians. But his northern line of forts was
drawn south of this point, across the narrow territory
of about forty miles which is found between the
Friths of Forth and of Clyde, a little north of the
modern cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow. This line
of forts was afterwards, in the reign of Antoninus,
strengthened by a turf rampart, erected on founda-
tions of stone, and was fixed as the limit of the
Roman province. Ireland, though visited by Roman
merchants, was never brought under Roman power.
It is not to be regarded, therefore, as belonging to
1) OLKOUMEVT).

The Rhine, and the Vallum Romanum between the
Rhine and the Danube, are the eastern boundaries
of the Roman Empire in the direction of Germany.
The Vallum Romanum left the Rhine near Bingen,
and joined the Danube near Ratisbon.*

# The Vallum Romanum, after leaving the Rhine, first
follows the line of the Taunus Mountains towards the N.E. ;
then it turns southward, with a little east, and then more
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The Romans possessed all Continental Europe west
of this, viz., Portugal, Spain, France, Belgium, .
Luxemburgh, Rhenish Prussia west of the Rhine,
Baden, Wiirtemberg, the chief part of Bavaria, and
the whole of Switzerland.

In the south and south-eastern parts of Europe,
the Romans possessed Italy, Greece, all the islands
of the Mediterranean, including the Archipelago,
and all other parts of Europe south of the Danube,
that is to say, Turkey in Europe, and the Austrian
dominions north of the Alps,* including that part
of Hungary that lies south of the Danube. To
this the Emperor Trajan added the province of
Dacia north of the Danube. The boundaries of
Dacia were: in the south, the Danube; in the
west, the-Vallum Romanum, remains of which are
still visible. It left the Danube a few miles east of
Belgrade, and running by Temesvar, continued its
northern course until it met the Upper Theiss, which
runs there from east to west. The boundary of
Dacia then crosses the Carpathian mountains, and

easterly than southerly, before it joins the Danube. It is
thus described by Gibbon:—¢“ The Emperor Probus con-
structed a stone wall of considerable height, and strengthened
it by towers at convenient distances. From the neighbour-
hood of Neuystadt and Ratisbon, on the Danube, it stretched
across hills, valleys, rivers, and morasses, as far as Wimpfen
on the Necker, and at length terminated on the banks of the
Rhine, after a winding course of nearly 200 miles.” Ch. xii.

® Austria held Lombardy and Venetia when this was first
written. Italy was not then what she now is,
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continues the line of the Dneister to the Black Sea.
The whole province was about 1300 miles in cir-
cumference. Its modern divisions are: that part
of Hungary which lies east of the Roman Vallum ;
Wallachia, Transylvania, Moldavia, and Bessarabia ;
which last is now occupied by Russia.* It may be
here interesting to observe that the central part of
Hungary, that is to say, that part of it which lies
north of the Danube, and west of the Vallum Ro-
manum just described, was never brought within
the Roman Empire. Consequently the two parts
which do fall within the Roman Empire, are, its
western part south the Danube, and that part east of
the Vallum Romanum which formed a part of Dacia
as Just described. Dacia was retained as a Roman
province for upwards of 160 years. It was
relinquished about the year A.D. 270 by the
Emperor Aurelian.t

In Asia, the Black Sea was the northern boundary
of the possessions of Rome. A line drawn from the
eastern corner of the Black Sea southward to the Eu-
phrates, and then the Euphrates itself, would give its
eastern limit in the time of Augustus. The dying re-
quest of Augustus was, that the Empire might never

* Since this was written, Russia has been compelled to
relinquish the greater part of this province. The limits of
the Roman Empire in this direction are almost, though not
quite, restored.

+ It should be observed that Bohemia, Moravia, in a word
all German provinces now attached to Austria north of the
Danube, do not fall within the Roman Empire.
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be extended beyond that river; and until the reign
of Trajan, this request was regarded. That monarch,
however, ambitious of military renown, carried his
arms far beyond. But although he overran vast
districts, and the kings of Parthia consented to
receive their crowns at his hands, yet he only retained
as provinces three districts, namely, Armenia, As-
syria, and Mesopotamia; but these countries were
regularly formed into Roman Provinces.* His suc-

* The era of Trajan is important, because it was he whose
conquests determined the final extent of the Roman Empire.
It was ho, too, who added Babylonia to the provinces of
Rome. Whilst engaged (a.D. 115) in an expedition against
the Parthians, he advanced to Babylon, entered it, no one
withstanding him, reduced its large territory where the
Roman standards had never been before displayed, and
became master of Assyria and Chaldea. At Babylon he
visited the house in which Alexander the Great died, and
performed there certain ceremonies in honour of his name.
Ammianus Marcellinus says that in his time Trajan’s tri-
bunal was still to be seen at a city in the neighbourhood of
Babylon. Trajan reduced Assyria to a Roman province, as
he had before done Armenia and Mesopotamia, so that the
Empire was extended to the Tigris and beyond. See “ Uni-
versal History,” Book III. ch. xx.

After the final limits of the Roman Empire in the East
had thus been reached, and Babylonia had become a Roman
province, Trajan returned to Antioch on the Orontes,—the
place which he had chosen as the basis of his operations in
the East, and which is now again likely to be selected as the
spot whence the civilisation of Western Europe is to com-
mence its anticipated triumph in the East, by securing to
itself the control of the Euphrates.

Soon after Trajan’s return to Antioch, that city was visited
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cessor Adrian, however, resigned them all, and
once more made the Euphrates the eastern boundary

by an earthquake, more terrible, perhaps, than any of which
history supplies the record. Eusebius, Aurelius Victor, and
Evagrius, all speak of it as “the greatest calamity recorded
in history.” See “ Universal History,” note, Book IIIL ch. xx.
Dio Cassius, who gives a minute and vivid description of
this earthquake, says that Antioch was at that time so
crowded with troops and strangers from all parts of the
Roman Empire, that there was scarcely a nation or province
that did not share in the calamity, so that all the Roman
world suffered in that one city—oirws ev tp Avrioxeia maoa 7
oukovpern 1) Umo Tois Popatows ovoa eapary.  Dio Cassius, Book
LXVIIL ch. xxiv.

Dio Cassius states that the earthquake was preceded by
thunder and strange portentous winds (aMAokoro: avepod).
Then came suddenly a terrible subterranean roar, which was
followed by the earthquake. The whole surface of the earth
was convulsed and thrown upward. The buildings seemed
to leap from their foundations (ra owxoSopnuara avemnda).
Some fell with a mighty crash, whilst others were dashed
one against the other as if by a surging sea. Trees were
torn up by the roots. The heights of Mount Casius bowed
and were broken off; other mountains were overturned ; new
rivers appeared, and others that had flowed before vanished.
Nothing could be seen because of the dust of the ruins ; no
voice could be heard because of the crash and the subterra-
nean roar. The earthquake continued, with brief periods of
intermission, for many days and nights, so that destruction
of life was vast, and Trajan himself was saved by a reputed
miracle.

Such were the accompaniments of the inauguration of
Rowan sovereignty over Babylon. Was not this earthquake
sent to remind us of that more terrible visitation which is
to follow the future establishment of Western power at
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of the Empire; but at a subsequent period they
again became the subject of contest between the
Romans and the Parthians, and afterwards between
the Romans and Persians. “ The generals of Mar-
cus, the Emperor Severus, and his son, erected many
trophies in Armenia, Mesopotamia, and Assyria.”*
Under the reign of Marcus, the Roman generals
penetrated as far as Ctesiphon and Seleucia, which
they captured. These places they never attempted
to retain. By taking possession, however, of the
kingdom of Osrhcene, which occupied the northern
and most fertile part of Mesopotamia, the Romans
again obtained “ a firm and permanent establishment
beyond the Euphrates.”

In the reign of Diocletian, in his remarkable treaty
with Persia, Mesopotamia, which had been the object
of many wars, was ceded to Rome, and the Persians
formally renounced all pretentions to that province.
They also relinquished to the Romans five provinces
beyond the Tigris. Four of these to the north of
the river, were districts of inconsiderable extent ;
but on the east of the Tigris, the empire acquired
the large -and mountainous territory of Carduene, the
ancient seat of the Carduchians. Their posterity,
the Curds, with very little alteration, have acknow-
ledged the nominal sovereignty of the Turkish

Babylon, when it shall fall never to rise again? ‘° And there

were voices, and thunders, and lightnings, and there was a

great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the

earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.” Rev. xvi. 18.
* See Gibbon, Vol. I. pp. 10 and 332, 8vo.
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Sultan. After this treaty (in which the Araxes was
acknowledged by the Persians and by Rome as the
eastern boundary of the Empire), Diocletian and
Maximian celebrated the last triumph which Rome
ever beheld. Soon after this, observes Gibbon, the
Emperors ceased to vanquish ; and Rome ceased to
be the capital of the Empire.

There can, however, be no doubt that in the time
of Trajan, Babylonia was numbered among the pro-
vinces of Rome. In defining the south-eastern limit
of the Empire, Trajan would no doubt have drawn
a line from Suez, skirting Syria and Arabia, carried it
across the Euphrates so as to include Babylon and
Babylonia, and continued it so as to touch the
southern parts of Assyria Proper on the eastern
bank of the Tigris. Speaking generally, the
possessions of Rome in Asia may be said to answer
very nearly to that which we now call Asiatic
Turkey. v

In Africa the Romans possessed Egypt, and the
whole northern coast, that is to say, the countries
now known as Libya, Tripolis, Tunis, Algeria, and
Fez. Salle, a little outside the straits of Gibraltar,
was their most westerly city. A city also of their
foundation may still be discovered near Mequinez,
the residence of the Emperor of Morocco; but it
does not appear that his more southern dominions,
Morocco itself and Segelmessa, were ever compre-
hended within the Roman Province.*

* See Gibbon, chap. i.
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Such are the countries which fall within the
boundaries of that which was once the Roman Em-
pire. From the earliest period to the present hour,
these districts have ever been the centre of all that
has influenced human life. The light of revelation
first given to Israel, and then to the Christian
Church, was set within these countries. All the
civilisation of antiquity was centred there—there
still resides the power which is at this moment form-
ing the character of the world. It is the object of
Daniel’s prophecy to teach us kow they use their
power, and to record their end.



CHAPTER II.

THE HISTORY OF GOVERNMENTAL POWER AS
TAUGHT IN THE VISION OF THE IMAGE.

Or all the divine interventions in judgment which
have yet occurred, the most momentous has been the
Flood. The next will not be until the prophecy
which we are about to consider terminates—when the
Son of Man having been brought before the Ancient
of Days, and invested with the governmental power of
earth, “all peoples, nations, and languages, shall
serve him,” and “ the sovereignty of the world be-
come the sovereignty of our Lord and of his Christ.”
* The long period whieh intervenes between these
two limits, has already measured more than four
thousand years. Within this period, three separate
bodies have been called out into positions of corpo-
rate privilege and responsibility. The first of these
was Israel. The second, that body of Gentile
nations who are appointed to governmental su-
premacy in the earth, during the time of Jerusalem’s
punishment. The third is the professing Christian
Church. The first originated in the call of Abraham ;
the second in the triumphs of Nebuchadnezzar over
Jerusalem ; the third commenced at Pentecost.
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The histories of all are kept carefully separate in the
Scripture.  After they severally commence, they
continue to that period called in Matthew *‘the end
of the age,” when the time for the intervention of
God will have come, and when the history of the
Jews as an unbelieving people, the history of the
ruling Gentile kingdoms, and that of the professing
Church, will concurrently end. The second of these
bodies is that of which the Book of Daniel treats.
His prophecy is concerned with the dynasty of
the Gentiles.

There was one event connected with the establish-
ment of this dynasty, which, though truly of mo-
mentous interest, seems scarcely to have been
apprehended by any—I mean, the withdrawal of
the Divine Glory, which, till then, had been visibly
present with Israel in the earth. The Glory of God,
which first appeared amid the solitude of the desert
in the burning bush, had connected itself with Israel
—extricated them from Egypt—gone with them
through the wilderness—planted them in Canaan;
and at last, entered into and abided in their Temple,
The divided waters of the Red Sea—the fall of the
cities of Canaan—the triumph over enemies like
Sennacherib, bore witness to the resistlessness of its
almighty power. The reigns of David and of Solo-
mon supplied abundant evidence of the blessings
which result to men when the wisdom of God is
near, and is consulted: and when the springs of
government are not touched without reference to
Him. But as soon as the time was come for Israel
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to be punished, and for Gentile nations to be raised
into supremacy, the Divine Glory, which till then
had never forsaken Jerusalem, departed from the
earth, not transferring itself to the Gtentiles. “ Thou
never bearest rule over them: they were not called
by thy name.” Is. Ixiii. 19. The great subject of
the prophecy of Ezekiel (who lived at the same era
as Daniel) is the departure of this Glory.* He saw it,
under the symbol of cherubim, withdraw—hovering
for a season over the Temple, and over the city, as
if reluctant to depart; until at last, grieved away
by the continued abominations of Israel, it retired
into the heavens—there awaiting that hour when,
judgment having wrought its work, it will return
and depart no more for ever. Ezekiel in vision
beheld its return; and’ as he was beholding its re-

* A comparison of the first with the tenth chapter of
Ezekiel, shows that the expressions, cherubim” and *living
creatures” (the {(wa of the Revelation, see Rev. iv.and v.)
are synonymous. There are few more faulty translations
than that of “beasts” for {wa, “living creatures.” ¢ Beast”
(6npov) is a word of well known meaning in Daniel and the
Revelation. The moment when the “beasts” (6ypia) of
Daniel begin their course, is the moment when the ¢ living
creatures” ({wa) of Ezekiel and Revelation are withdrawn
from the earth ; and the “living creatures” will return when
the “beasts ” depart. One of the great objects of the Reve-
lation is to contrast the condition of the earth while under
the last great ‘‘ beasts,” with its condition.when it shall again
be brought under the “living creatures” or ‘“cherubim.”
For some further remarks on the “living creatures,” see
‘ Thoughts on the Apocalypse,” p. 51. It may be obtained as
advertised at end of this volume. .
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entrance into the Temple, it was said unto him:
“ Son of man, the place of my throne, and the place
of the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the
midst of the children of Israel for ever, and my
holy name shall the house of Israel no more defile.”
Ezekiel xliii. 7. Thus, then, the establishment of the -
Gentile dynasty is marked by the withdrawal of the
Divine Glory from the earth, the fall of their dynasty
is followed by the return of that Glory. Nothing can
be more significant than this. It distinctly marks
the whole governmental system of the Gentiles as
one that would act in alienation from God ; and
facts prove that it %as been so. Nebuchadnezzar—
Antiochus Epiphanes — Pilate — Antichrist — are
names which sufficiently determine the tenor of its
course: and even where better principles may mo-
mentarily have raised individuals like Darius above
the habit of the times, yet even Darius, though
desiring to act aright, found the stream of evil
flowing so strongly, that he feared to breast it, and
consented to cast the servant of God into the den of
lions, in order that he might thereby save to himself
hisjcrown.

The Book of Daniel abundantly corroborates these
things. In its seventh chapter, in describing the
four Empires that were successively to arise among
the Gentiles, the symbols employed are four fierce
beasts (Onpea), the last of which, because of its blas-
phemies, is given to ‘the burning flame.” And
even in the vision of the Image, where the gold,
silver, brass and iron, appear to be the symbols of

D
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that which is precious, rather than of that which is
vile, yet here also the vision terminates, just as in the
seventh chapter, with judgment. The Image is smit-
ten, ground to powder, and made like the chaff of
the summer threshing floor.

The reason of this difference between the symbols
of the second and seventh chapters is very evident,
when we remember that the Empires of which these
chapters speak, must necessarily be viewed in two
aspects : first, in respect of the power with which
they are invested in the person of their rulers ;
secondly, in respect of their developed character and
actions. All who receive any special gifts or endow-
ments from God, must be regarded in these two
positions : the first attaching to them in virtue of
the endowments they hold; the second depending
upon the manner in which they use those endow-
ments, whether for good or for evil. The intrinsic
value of a gift is not altered by its misuse. God
invested Nebuchadnezzar and the Chaldean Empire
with power, It was said to Nebuchadnezzar, “the
God of Heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power and
strength and glory.” (Dan. ii.) Such investment was
honourable and glorious; therefore, Nebuchadnezzar
and his Empire were, in respect of their power, golden;
although, in respect of their practical use of that
power, their symbol was & fierce and devouring beast.
The instruction would not be perfect unless we were
taught the value and dignity of the position held;
and also the character of those who hold it.

The object of the second chapter of Daniel is to
treat of the Gentile Empires, not in relation to
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their conquests, or their territorial extent, but with
reference to their governmental power. These Empires
were, in the person of their rulers, invested with a
power the character of which is represented either
by gold, silver, brass, iron, or by iron mixed
with miry clay. In all these cases, the power with
which they were invested was represented by metal;
that generic character being still retained, even
when the attempt is made to debase it by the ad-
mixture of miry clay. But the peculiar dignity
and endowment of these Empires did not so much
consist in their being possessed of power, whether
golden, or iron, as in this—that they formed part
of that wondrous Image. “Thou, O King, sawest,
and behold a great image. This great image, whose
brightness was excellent, stood before thee ; and the
form thereof was terrible.” (Dan. ii.) It was
glorious and terrible, and looked down as it were in
proud and lordly supremacy upon the whole world.
The Empires, therefore, represented by it, are not
only endowed with power wherewith to regulate
themselves, or to assail others (such power. may be
possessed by any nation, by Russia, for example, or
by America—countries that fall not within the scope
of the Image), but the distinctive characteristic of the
Image-nations is, that authority has been granted to
them by God to be supreme in such sort as for the main-
springs of influential power in the earth to be effec-
tually under their control.* Even the clay-iron
kingdoms are to inherit this supremacy. They too will
be the centre of controlling influence in the earth.

This observation is intended to apply to the period in
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The vision of the Image, therefore, enables us
unhesitatingly to say, that nothing can prevent the
nations of the Roman Empire being finally divided
into ten: nothing can prevent the * clay-iron " prin-
ciples of government from prevailing amongst them
all: nothing prevent these ten last kingdoms from
being ultimately possessed, in federal union, of that °
lordly supremacy which pertains to them as forming
a part of this Image so marvellously endowed. God
has appointed, and God has revealed these things,
therefore they skall all be fulfilled in their season.

The subject, however, to which our attention is
chiefly directed in this vision, is the depreciation of
the metals. “The Image’s head was of fine gold ” :
and it was said to Nebuchadnezzar, “ Thou, O King,

which the Empires or Kingdoms spoken of are existing in
recognised development. For example, as long as the Roman
Empire retained its iron power, it was supreme; and when
the present long period of transition shall have passed, and
the ten clay-iron kingdoms shall have been developed, they
too will be supreme. It is true, however, that even during
the period of transition from the iron legs to the clay-iron
toes, supreme power has always been located in the Roman
Earth. When barbarian nations have broken in, they have
fixed their seats of power within the Empire. Two great
examples are the Turks and the Germans. Constantinople
wasmade the seat of Turkish power. The Germans, to whom
the Imperial power of the West was given 900 years ago,
made their seats of Empire within the Roman Earth, first in
Suabia, and since in Austria. In the future (whatever may
be the vicissitudes), it will be finally proved that the controll.
ing power of earth, during the day of man, has been made the
heritage of the Roman nations.
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art this head of gold.” We can easily apprehend,
therefore, how wonderful a pre-eminence was as-
signed to Nebuchadnezzar. He was not only a part
of this Image, he was its head; and not its head
only, but its golden head. The power granted to
this first Gentile monarch was perfect in its kind.
It was not represented by silver, or brass, or iron,
but by “fine gold.” It was really precious as
power.*

* It was said to Nebuchadnezzar, * Thou, O King, art a King
of Kings, for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom,
power, and strength, and glory ; and wheresoever the children
of men dwell, the beasts of the field, and the fowls of the
heaven, hath he given into thine hand and hath made thee
ruler over them all.” These words do not imply, as has well
been observed by Dr. Tregelles, that Nebuchadnezzar “actu-
ally held and exercised this rule over every part of the inha-~
bited earth, but rather that so far as God was concerned, all
was given into his hand ; so that he was not limited ag'to the
power which he might obtain in whatever direction he might
turn himself as conqueror : the only earthly bound to his
Empire was his own ambition.” (See Tregelles’ ¢ Daniel,
page 7.) .

This gift was granted to Nebuchadnezzar in consequence
of his being part of the Image, and was not dependent upon
his power being “golden” in character. The endowment of
all the successive Empires was similar to his. Hence their
assumption of names or expressions implying universality of
dominion ; and their title to do this is sanctioned in the
Scripture. The Romans were accustomed to call their Empire
“Orbis Terrarum ;” and in Scripture, the corresponding ex-
pression, wdca 1) oixovuern, is used. “There went out a
decree from Cesar Augustus that the whole world should
be taxed.” Thus also Cyrus says, “the God of heaven hath
given me all the Kingdoms of the earth.” (Ezra, i. 2.)
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Power, in order to have its own proper character,
must be independent of all, excepting God, who
gives it. The moment it becomes dependent, either
as to its source, or as to its exercise on those whom
it is intended to control, it ceases to have the true
excellency of power. For him who holds authority,
to rest on God—to consult and to obey Him is well ;
but for authority to lean for support on those who
are beneath it, is to frustrate the object for which it
is given, and ends at last in making government
the mere expression of the human will—that very
will which it is its office to control. There are some
spheres in which men easily recognise such inter-
ference with authority, to be sin. In families, for
example, what parent would not feel deprived of his
proper place—the place that God had given him, if
he were subjected to his children, or to his servants
—if he were told that his title to rule originated in
their choice, and that he should only govern accord-
ing to laws appointed by them 2 The parent would
doubtless consider such authority to be no authority,
and every one who was right-minded and feared God,
would see in it a sinful perversion of the principles
of His moral government. Is it less sinful when
such perversion is attempted in the national sphere ?
The principles of divine order are not mutable. In
heaven, in earth, in every sphere, they are essen-
tially the same. To adopt governmental principles on
earth, which would be untrue in heaven, must morally
dissociate earth from heaven. It must involve op-
posedness to Him who values His own principles
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because they are good, and who has determined
that, finally, they shall be established in the earth ;
for His will shall be done in earth, as it is done in
heaven. Accordingly, when God was pleased to
endow the first of the Gentile dynasties with power,
He gave it in its golden excellency. It was not
derived from those beneath ; neither was it respon-
sible to them; nor was it legislated for dy them.
The first monarch of the Gentiles stood responsible
to God alone. It was, as regarded man, irresponsible
power. It had the proper preciousness of power: it
was golden.

Irresponsible power is a word at which men
have long learned to tremble. And not without
reason ; for it is an endowment too precious, too mo-
mentously important as to its results, for any but a
perfect hand to hold. If any ruler could be found
who would regard implicitly the will of God—using
all his power for the good of others—swayed by no
principles of selfishness or of pride—loving others as
himself—having wisdom and understanding to ap-
preciate and apply the principles of God to all the
detail of human life, then nothing could be more
desirable than that power—absolute power—should
be placed in such a hand ; and such an one kas been
found. There is ONE who came into the world, and
“the world was made by Him, but the world knew
Him not.”” He came unto His own, and His own
received Him not. The Holy One of Heaven be-
came the rejected-one of earth. And now, having
been removed from the earth, He sits on the throne
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of His Father—waiting—waiting ‘ till His enemies
shall have been set as a footstool for His feet.”
There is no question of His competency torule. The
heavens, which He hath created, are subject to the
order of His hand; He upholdeth all things by the
word of His power: the angels obey Him and praise
His name : the universe is controlled by Him, and
owes to His goodness every blessing it receives : His
saints bless Him for His grace: all things in heaven
and in earth declare His wisdom : and the gentleness
and meekness, which were His characteristics when
on earth, have not ceased to characterise Him now
that He is exalted above every name. He is worthy
therefore of * golden power.” And such power will
be assumed by Him. He will take it and exercise
it as soon as these Grentiles have run their appointed
course, and the time comes for the clay and the iron
to be smitten. 4
It is the place of faith to wait for that hour, and
to know that all things will be, and must be, out of
course until then. The lesson taught by the whole
history of man is this,—that the gifts of God are in
vain given unless a PERFECT ONE be provided
" in whom they may be deposited and preserved. The
headship of the first creation was in Adam, and it
failed : the headship of the new creation isin Christ
risen. So also with the priesthood: after failing in
the hand of man, it now rests in Him who is * con-
secrated for evermore.” (Heb. vii.) Nor isit other-
wise with the administration of the nations upon
earth, Governmental power over the earth was
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entrusted, first to the kings of Israel, and then to
the Gentiles; and it has failed. The period of de-
legation to the Gentiles has, indeed, not yet ter-
minated. They must first fully run their course of
evil, and Israel be fully punished for the rejection
of their king, and then the headship of creation, the
priesthood and the administrative government of the
earth will be manifestly concentrated in the person
of ONE, who will be worthy to hold, and competent
to execute, the office He bears. These are things for
which faith has to wait. But the heart of man
refuses to wait. Men became soon sensible of the
danger of unlimited power being vested in the hands
of those in whose goodness and whose wisdom they
could not confide; and therefore, the dread of ty-
ranny, the natural dislike of being controlled, and
the desire of attaining influence themselves, became
concurrent motives, inducing men to limit and mo-
dify, more and more, the actions of a power, which
they regarded both with envy and with dread. Nor
could any rulerstand in independency of the governed,
save by leaning wholly and unreservedly on God.
But this no ruler has done. No government has
leaned upon God : and being too weak to stand alone,
they naturally look for support to those who are lower
than themselves, until, at last, they give up all elaim
to be possessed of the authority of Glod—quit the
place in which they stand officially contrasted with
other men, and mingle themselves with them. To
use the language of Scripture, “ they mingle them-
selves with the seed of men.”
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The progress, however, of the depreciation of
power, was gradual, and manifested in distinct and
successive periods. God appointed it so; partly,
doubtless, that the plans of human wisdom might
have time to develop themselves, and their ineffi-
ciency be the more fully proved. As long as the
Chaldean successors of Nebuchadnezzar continued to
rule, the power of the Monarch was, ostensibly at
least, independent of those whom it governed. That
it should so long have continued so, is a marvel that
can only be accounted for by the secret agency of
God. He secretly sustained it, until it had been
sufficiently proved that absolute power, when used
not in dependence on Him, could only produce effects
such as those which the histories of Nebuchadnezzar
and of Belshazzar show: man’s happiness was not
promoted thereby, neither God’s glory. God was
blasphemed—wickedness exalted.

The Medo-Persian Monarchy arose upon the ruins
of the Chaldean. Aristocratic Monarchy was the
form that it assumed : the nobles, or men of birth
being the sustainers, and, to a certain degree, the
controllers of the crown. The extent of their in-
fluence is clearly shown in the narrative respecting
the decree that consigned Daniel to the den of lions.
It was proposed by the nobles, enacted by the
Monarch. When once ratified, they insisted upon
its being obeyed; and Darius though he laboured
hard to avoid its obligation, dared not resist their
claim. The golden power of Nebuchadnezzar would
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have consigned them to the den rather than forego
the exercise of his own will ; but now other principles
had come in; power had lost its full intrinsic excel-
lence, and circumstances arose with which the depre-
ciated power of the Monarch of Persia found itself
unable to contend.*

‘We need not wonder, therefore, that the Persian
Monarchy should be spoken of in the Scripture as
inferior to that which preceded it. * After thee,” it
was said to Nebuchadnezzar, ‘shall arise another
kingdom inferior to thee.” It was represented in
the vision by silver, not by gold. As to its territo-
rial acquisitions and military prowess, it was not
inferior. On the contrary, it subjugated regions
{(Asia Minor, for example), which the Monarchs of
Chald®a never reached; and in that respect, there-
fore, was far greater. But as to the ckaracter of its
power, it was inferior; and this is the aspect which
the vision of the Image presents. It is the history
of the Gentile dynasty as regards the character of
their power.

The third Monarchy was that of Greece, and was
formed under Alexander the Great. In the eighth

*«In the case too of Ahasuerus, the King and the Princes
act together, and the King could not undo what they had
jointly decreed about Queen Vashti. In Ezra vii., we find
authority given to that servant of God from the King and
his seven counsellors. All this shows us, not a King acting
in the right of his royal prerogative, but a King in a certain
sense controlled by counsellors without whose advice and
consent he could not act.” (Tregelles on Daniel, p. 11.)



44 CHAPTER II.

chapter, he is expressly stated tobe the first king
of Greece. His conquests were vast, extending
across Asia Minor, Syria, and Egypt, to Affghanistan
and the Indus. His dominions, therefore, were far
more extensive even than those of Persia; but
nevertheless, the character of his power was only
worthy of being represented by brass ; for his go-
vernment was a military oligarchy. A conqueror
who has to rule subdued and reluctant nations,
must, if he lean not upon God, depend upon his
generals. They necessarily become the counsellors
and sustainers of the crown; and they are men who
are raised into these positions, not by birth (in
which there is more of the direct appointment of
God), but by their own energies, or by fortuitous
success. All who are acquainted with the human
heart, and have considered the lessons of history,
know that such are of all men most assuming—
difficult to be conciliated —hard to be satisfied—easy
to be provoked. Such were the men on whom
Alexander and his successors were obliged to lean.
Their thoughts and habits were, in no slight degree,
tinged with the doctrines that had been cherished in
the democracies of southern Greece. The aristo-
cracy of birth gave way before the claims of military
prowess ; and thus the Monarch possessed a character
of power too dependent upon the proud will of his
servants to be worthy of a higher symbol than that
of brass. This was a very decided step in the
depreciation of power; for brass is more removed



HISTORY OF GOVERNMENTAL POWER. 45

from silver, than silver from gold, and the further
descent to iron was comparatively little.*

That further descent was taken when the Monar-
chy of the Ceesars grew out of the democracy of
Rome. The Emperor was professedly the elected
chief magistrate of the state, and the doctrine of

* power being originated from the people, may then
be considered to have received its formal sanction.t
The instability of that power—how dependent its
tenure upon the will of preetorian cohorts or discon-
tented armies, is too well known to need being recited
here.

* At Rome, about this time, an ounce of silver was equivalent
toabout seventy pounds weight of brass. (See Gibbon, page 15.)

+ See Address of Augustus to the Senate when he was ap-
pointed Emperor. The title “ Imperator ” instead of “Rex,”
was intended to imply that he was the chief magistrate of a
Republic—not the hereditary occupier of a throne. Hence
they shunned the regal “ diadem,” which was a fillet set with
pearls, and wore only the laurel crown (gredaros) of the vic-
torious general. “Though with Augustus and his succes-
sors,” observes Mr. Elliott, “the most absolute monarchical
power attached to their emperorship, yet it was their policy
to veil it under the old military and imperial badges.”
(Elliott, p. 129, vol.i.) It was this possession of absolute
power when once they were elected, that places the *iron™
in such direct contrast with the “clay-iron” that follows
—in the latter case the ewercise of the power being
controlled.

I may here observe that vessels are made in France of clay
mingled with iron, which to the eye have the appearance of
being iron. Yet they are almost as fragile as pottery-ware.
The particles will not cohere as in metals fused together.



46 CHAPTER 1.

It was not, however, under Imperial Rome that
the great adulteration of power was effected. Indeed,
the gradual descent from one metal to another less
precious, is the symbol of the depreciation of power,
rather than of its adulteration. The metal remained
metal still, and no attempt was made to mingle with
it a foreign substance. In other words, power, how-
ever it might be originated, or however supported,
retained in itself a strength which was in danger of
being utterly lost as soon as the theory of self-
government was invented and the Monarch became
controlled by the legislation of the people. During
the reign of the Imperial Ceesars, though the people
were supposed to originate the power of their sove-
reign, yet they were not entitled to legislate for that
sovereign. They were not made their own governors. The
Monarch had not then become the mere functionary
of an authority, of which the real source and con-
trolling power was vested in the people themselves.
The Emperors of Roine, when once seated on the
Throne, were Emperors. But that era has passed.
Now, among the nations of the Roman World, we
hear nothing except the theory of self-government
extolled.

The present condition of some of the European
nations, especially of France, affords a remarkable
illustration of the earnest and laborious effort that
is being made to mingle the iron and the clay
together. But it cannot be satisfactorily effected.
The iron and clay “will not cleave one to the
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other.”* For men fo he governed, and at the same
time to be governors of themselves, is impossible. If
there be any real truth in the theory of self-govern-
ment, it must bear being carried out to itslegitimate
result. That result would be, the right of each in-
dividual member of society to govern himself; for
what reason is there why the will of a majority
should be submitted to more than any other will ?
Indeed, while man continues as he is, it is certain
that both intelligence and truth will be with the
few—not with the many. As human things now
are, the path chosen by majorities cannot be the
path of wisdom, truth, or peace.

That any power of government should continue to
subsist where principles virtually subversive of all
government are fostered, even by the governors
themselves, is 8 marvel that can only be ascribed to
the secret sustaining power of God, who hasin mercy
appointed, that power to govern shall, in spite of
every effort to destroy it, continue in the earth until
the end.

It has pleased God to say, “there shall be in it
the strength of the iron,” and therefore, every effort
to extirpate the iron, or effectually to neutralise it

¢ If France afforded a melancholy example of this in

1849, when the above was written, how much more in
18721 '

The late Emperor of the French returning, as he said, to
« Osarism,” wished to extirpate the clay and to restore the
iron. But the era of the iron is passed. The Monarchs of
the Roman World must be content to reign- with a clay-iron
Beeptre, or else they must cease to rule at all.
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by the admixture of clay must fail. Yet the know-
ledge of this does not lessen the sorrow of beholding
those who hold authority from God, and therefore
stand in a place regarded as officially divine—it does
not lessen the sorrow of seeing such deliberately
quit that place, and mingle themselves with those
whom God has not officially raised from the ordi-
nary level of man. Either God, or the people, are
the source of power. Both cannot be true. The
voice of the people is either the voice of God, or it
is the voice of unregenerate man, guided by that
spirit who worketh in all the children of disobe-
dience. It is either the intention of God that men
should govern themselves, or it is His intention that
they should be governed by power emanating from
and directed by Him. One of these things must be
true; and the other must be false. The one will be
the truth of God; the other the lie of Satan; and,
therefore, I repeat, it is a sorrowful and evil thing to
see the governors themselves eagerly joining in the
general cry—disowning their title to authority from
God, and gladly owning the people as those who
confer the authority at first, and have the right to
control it when given. ‘They mingle themselves
with the seed of men.”*

# ¢ They shall mingle themselves with the seed of men, but
they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed
with clay.” If there were any doubt as to the reference of
“they” in the beginning of the verse, it is removed by the
concluding clause, where “iron” is used in explanation.
Throughout this vision, they who hold governmental power
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But sorrowful as this is, it is even more sorrow-
ful to see the indifference of the Church of God to
these things. It is the privilege and duty of the
Church to consider and to judge all things accord-
ing to the Word of God, and to treasure His prin-
ciples because they are His. There are certain
principles connected with the established order of
the universe; there are others connected with the
moral government of God. Man as man, and na-
tions as nations, have a certain relation to Him, and
it is the duty of the Church as much to be vigilant
against the perversion of the principles of God’s go-

from God are represented by metal, and regarded as being
in a place officially divine, whereas those who are ruled over
are represented by clay, and as occupying & mere humanm
place.

‘We are accustomed now to the words, “sovereign people ;”
and it is remarkable how distinctly the people are in this
chapter recognised as sharing governmental power. ¢ And
whereas thou sawest the feet and toes partly pottery-ware,
partly iron, the sovereignty shall be divided,” and therefore
represented no longer by iron merely, but by a mingled sub-
stance, partly of iron, and partly of clay. “Sovereignty”
(answering to the use of Baci\eta in Greek), is the word I
should adopt throughout this chapter instead of “ Kingdom,”
because less ambiguous, and adapted to the character of the
vision, as giving the history of governmental power, and not
that of the Empire physically.

Clay may be combined with metal, but it cannot be infused
into the metal so as to unmake it metal, or destroy the cohe-
sion of its parts. Therefore, there is a strength of metallic
substance even in this unnatural combination. A vessel made
of this material will bear a heavier blow than one solely com-
posed of pottery-ware.

B
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vernment in these things, as to watch over the
faith committed to themselves. A period when
these principles are violated, and when men who
have either ignorantly or carelessly violated them,are
triumphing in the supposed success of their counsels,
is one in which the Church is peculiarly called to
watchfulness and to confession—confession both for
others and for themselves. They may not, and,
indeed, they will not be able to stem the tide of
evil; nor is the government of nations a sphere in
which they are now intended to act. *“ Now is my
Kingdom not from hence.” But they may weigh
all things according to the Word of God : may keep
themselves separate, and may testify. They may
warn, and perhaps preserve others. But if, instead
of this, even Christians despise the testimonies of
the prophetic Scriptures, wander into the world’s
_ sphere, adopt and vindicate the principles of the day,
and connect themselves with the very things that
are to be made like the chaff of the summer thresh-
ing floor, how can there be any hope, I say not of
the triumph of God’s truth, but even of any test1-
mony to it being maintained ?

One result of the attempt to mingle the iron and
the clay together is, that the sovereign power .is
partly strong, and partly “brittle,” just as you might
expect that to be in which pottery-ware is conjoined
with iron. The effect of this is abundantly seen in
the incapacity of governments to act unless they
carry with them the will, not only of the majority,
but of a large majority of those whom they govern.
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There may be a crime of the deepest dye that loudly
calls for punishment. A modern government fears
to punish, except the feelings of the community be
thoroughly enlisted on their side. Regulating ordi-
nances are imperatively required; but it depends
upon the will of the community whether or not they
shall be enacted. How often the arm of govern-
ment has thus been paralysed, those who have
exercised its powers may best tell. But it cannot be
wondered at. 'Who would venture to use a sceptre
in which iron and pottery-ware are joined in pre-
carious union, with the same confidence with which
they would wield one that was formed of gold, or
of iron?

If we suppose a government thus constituted to
- be imbued with all principles of truth—disposed to
foster all that was good, and to check all that was
evil, it evidently could effect nothing: for if it could,
it would imply that the majority of men were wise
and righteous, whereas the scripture declares that
they are ignorant and evil. There can be no more
decided evidence of a position being wrong, than
when it enchains the energies of good, and renders
its presence nugatory. As regards the individual
character of those who exercise, or have exercised
executive power amongst us, I desire neither to say
nor to imply anything. But this I say, that none
who really reverence and value the truth of God
should ever consent to wear shackles—no, not if all
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them,
were given to them as the reward. They who carry
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into effect the governmental principles of the present
hour are constrained to put truth on’an equality with
error; to flatter and cringe to falsehood; and to
discourage every attempt to exhibit the lies of Satan
in the real flagrancy of their evil. The governmental
relation of England to Romanism in Ireland and
elsewhere,* is a lamentable instance of this.

Unless we believe that the Most High has utterly
abandoned the principles of His moral government,
we can scarcely doubt that such violation of Hislaws
must entail judicial visitation from His hand. The
very circumstance of the springs of government
being regulated by the hands of those who should be
subject to the control and guidance of authority,
must undermine the foundations of power, and finally
entail its own chastisement. But when, in addition
to this, we remember that the latter days are peculiarly
marked by increase of evil—that perilous times are
to come, and mockers to arise ; and that government,
instead of resisting such, is fettered by their influence,

* Seen also in the desire officially expressed by the British
Government for the restoration of the Pope’s spiritual autho-
rity at Rome. None of these things should tempt Christians
to speak revilingly of any government whatsoever, but the
knowledge of the channel in which the stream of things is
flowing, and will flow, should cause them to take good heed
that they do not accelerate its progress.

[The preceding note was written in 1849. The last twenty
years have manifested a terrible fixedness of resolve to own
no rule save expediency—especially in determining religious
and moral questions. The cowardice and baseness of such a
course seems utterly unrecognised.]
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and becomes not unfrequently the organ of their
sentiments—we can easily see that a harvest of ini-
quity must under such. circumstances arise and
inherit judgment. “Ye have heard,” said the
Apostle, “that Antichrist shall come.” His coming
will be an act of judicial visitation on the part of
God. The “brittle’” nature of the authority held by
the Ten Monarchs who at that time will subdivide the
Roman Earth, will be one reason why they will
peculiarly welcome the advent of one who will
strengthen them by the greatness of his wondrous
power. The attractiveness of his intellect and his
- unrivalled glory will be added motives; and besides,
there will be “ the strong delusion ” judicially sent by
God. “ God shall send on them strong delusion that
they should believe a lie.” God as a judicial inflic-
tion from Himself, will “ put it into their hearts to
fulfil His will, and co agree and give their kingdom
unto the beast, until the words of God shall be
fulfilled.”

The increasing development of popular-monarchic
principles through the countries which fall within
the scope of that which was once the Roman Empire,
is a fact which none can question. The wars which
convulsed Europe under Napoleon Buonaparte broke
up the connexions which had for ages subsisted
amongst the Western European Kingdoms, partly,
as remains of old institutions in the ancient Roman
Empire, and partly as the result of later feudal
and ecclesiastical arrangements. The settlement at
Vienna which succeeded these convulsions, attempted



54 CHAPTER II.

to remedy the disorganisation, and to re-unite the
scattered kingdoms. But that re-organisation could
not last, for it was on principles entirely opposed to
the revealed intentions of God. He has revealed
that the whole body of nations which once composed
the Roman Empire, shall be brought into a condition
in which they shall answer to the clay-iron feet and
toes of the great Image. The arrangements at
Vienna in 1815, went far to hinder this; and ac-
cordingly, they have been set aside. Change after
change has occurred, all tending to resuscitate the
countries of the Roman Empire, and to bring them
into & divided unity—a unity based upon similarity
of institutions, interests and laws.

The establishment of governments that are virtu-
ally or actually democratic-monarchies, in England,
Belgium, France, Algeria, Portugal, Spain, Italy,
Austria and Greece, and the favour with which the
principles of the Western European nations are re-
garded at Constantinople, Egypt and Tunis, indicate
the approach of the period when clay mingled with
iron,will fitly represent the character of governmen-
tal power throughout all the Roman Empire. The
final sub-division into the Ten Kingdoms, denoted by
the ten foes, is an event which will almost immediate-
ly precede the end, and will probably be contempora-
neous with the national establishment of unbelieving
Israel in their own land. The rise of him to whom
the Ten Kingdoms give their power soon follows,
and then the end will come. The Image is smitten ;
and becomes as the chaff of the summer threshing
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floors. The stone that smites it becomes a great
mountain, and fills the whole earth. Of this I do
not at present speak.

I would only further observe, that the Image is
represented as existing in its integrity at the very
end. The gold (although the Empire it represents
has so long ceased to be) remains until the last, and
is not destroyed until the Image is finally smitten.
This could not be if the image had symbolised the
Empires territorially and physically, instead of go-
vernmentally. The physical existence of men and
nations is limited. It may be very brief. But if*
they have laid the foundations of governmental
systems—if they leave behind them laws and insti-
tutions which penetrate successive ages,and abidingly
affect human life—then, when viewed in connection
with this prolonged and lasting moral influence,
they are regarded as if still existent. Nations
physically extinct may yet morally live. The
legislative and governmental systems of Chaldea
infused a certain character into those of Persia;
Persia in her turn, acted upon Greece; and Greece
upon Rome. Chaldzea, therefore, Persia and Greece,
lived on in Rome ; and Rome will live again in the
ten last kingdoms. Institutions are not necessarily
destroyed because they are transplanted into another
sphere, or are administered by other hands. The
institutions of Chaldea, when brought beneath the
sovereignty of Persia, were subjected to a new control.
They were directed by power that was ““silver,” and
no longer “ golden ” in its character. But they were
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not thereby annihilated. Arts, laws and institutions
necessary for the maintenance of civil and social
order survive, not unfrequently, the very worse con-
vulsions, and pass even from despotic into democratic
hands, unscathed. The governmental system, there-
fore, of the Gentile dynasty is to be regarded as a
connected whole. Many of the institutions and laws
first promulgated in Chaldea are operating still in
the Roman world, and therefore do not receive their
doom till the hour comes for the institutions of all
these kingdoms to be annihilated for ever. Em-
pires that have long passed away, may, as to their
institutions, yet live. It is true of individuals also.
Influence is a solemn thing, for it survives the
grave.*

It is on the same principle that we speak of the
Apostles as continuing, and to continue until the end.
(See Eph. iv.) They indeed rest from their labours.
But they were the legislators of the Church: their
institutions and their written laws remain—and in
this sense they live. “Lo, I am with you alway,
even to the end of the age.” The Church has in-
deed long ceased to be what it once was. While the
Apostles lived it stood forth as the pillar and ground
of the truth. But it is this no longer. It has lost its

* The blow falls upon the feet of the image, because they
are regarded as being in active existence at the close. The
ten kingdoms inherit from the empires that have preceded
them. The whole Gentile system of power is one fabric ; and
the later parts could not be what they are apart from those
which are anterior.
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unity, and lost its separateness. It is enthralled,
enfeebled, scattered, chastened. Nevertheless the
truth which it once sustained remains in the written
record of the Word of God. Whilst the Gentile
image stands, as still it does, strong in its lordly
strength, revealed Truth will continue to be despised
and outcast. But when the time comes (and it is
fast drawing nigh) for the image to be smitten and
ground to powder, and made like the ¢haff before
the whirlwind of wrath, then Truth shall arise out of
its prison-house and stand forth in its excellency
and beauty. Christ shall sustain it, and it shall
reign for ever. To which then shall we cleave ?
‘Which shall we serve? Shall we cling to the image
that is to be smitten, and share its doom ? Or shall
we seek humbly to cast in our lot with truth during
the hour of its militancy in suffering, and await in
patient expectancy the hour of its glory ?



CHAPTER III.

FORMATION OF THE TEN KINGDOMS; CHANGES
TO BE EXPECTED. -

BEerorE we proceed, it is desirable to determine,
with as much precision as possible, the changes which
these visions would lead us to anticipate in the -
countries enumerated in a preceding chapter as fall-
ing within the Roman Empire. There are some
things that we can infer with certainty—others
with a probability almost amounting to certainty.

For example, we cannot doubt that the same
governmental principles will prevail in all the ten
kingdoms when developed, because all the toes of the
image were alike formed of clay and iron. There
will be in all therefore, the same adulteration of
power. Again, seeing that the legs and feet of the
image were two, and that the Roman Empire has
existed in eastern and western branches, we may ex-
pect that five kingdoms will be formed in an eastern,
and five in a western division of the Roman Empire,
even as the toes were five on either foot.

Moreover, the ten toes, though distinct one from
the other, are nevertheless, parts of one image. The
one body from which they spring, gives to them a
kind of corporate connection. The same may be
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said of the horns in the seventh chapter. They
spring from the head of one beast. Consequently,
the Roman Empire when finally divided, will as dis-
tinctly present a form of compact, though divided
unity, as when it existed in undivided integrity.
There will be therefore, in a certain sense, a restora-
tion of the Roman Empire.

Lastly, we learn that the possession of supreme
power in the earth is as much the endowment of the
kingdoms represented by the toes of the image, as
of those represented by its higher parts. The title
to hold an authority, which no other nations should
be able successfully to dispute, is the endowment of
all the kingdoms represented by the image and by
the beasts. Accordingly, however great and threat-
ening the power of such nations as Russia, yet it
shall not finally be able to take supremacy from
those nations which fall within the Roman Empire.
It shall neither succeed in introducing among them
its principles, nor in preventing them from spread-
ing “clay-iron” principles among themselves, nor
in frustrating their final connection as similarly con-
stituted kingdoms of the Roman earth. It may
seem perhaps hazardous to venture such a prediction
at a moment when Russia, by its late conquests in
Hungary, has acquired more than ordinary influence
over the arrangements of Western Europe* But
nothing can frustrate the Word of God. The power
of Russia may act on the kingdoms of the Roman

* The Crimean war had not taken place when this was
written, viz., in 1849.
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earth. It may assist in preventing the undue pre-
ponderance of the “clay,” and in preserving the
Pproper proportion of “iron.” It may give a counter
influence against democracy, where the influence of
democracy has been inordinately strong. Dread of
the power of Russia may prevent the nations of the
west from warring with, and devouring one another,
as otherwise they might. It may lead them at last
to a more united defence of their common principles,
and so tend to consolidate their final union. All |
this Russia may be used to effect, or to assist in
effecting. But it will not take from the countries of
the Roman earth their appointed supremacy, nor
prevent the development of their “ clay-iron’ power.

A river of lengthened course makes many a bend.
Sometimes, it may seem to be retracing its backward
way to the source whence it began to flow. Yet itis
not really so. All the time it is steadily advancing
toward the appointed end. So is it in the stream
of things. The course is steady, and the end sure,
however appearances may vary. In the early part
of the present century men thought that the world
was hopelessly passing under the despotic rule of one
great Conqueror. There was little apparent pro-
bability then of “ clay-iron” principles being spread.
And when Buonaparte fell, and the restored govern-
ments re-constituted themselves at Vienna, the “ clay
and the iron” still seemed unlikely to prevail. Popular
principles were little favoured at Vienna, and had then
but little spread. Even England had but partially
received “the clay,” for the laws which have since
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so extended the elective power of the people, and
made them the virtual legislators of the land, had
not then been enacted. But since that time how
marked the progress of these principles has been !
Portugal, Spain, France, Algeria, Belgium, Greece,
Austria, and Italy have received, or are receiving
them—some we know, asif by the shock of an electric
stroke. The return of the Jews into Syria (when-
ever that is effected) will probably be the means of
establishing these principles in one most important
part of the Turkish Empire. Indeed, at Tunis,*
and at Constantinople, western principles are already
favoured.

The separation of Belgium (which was in the Roman
Empire), from Holland, which was not in the Roman
Empire ; the independence of Greece, and its acquire-
ment of a constitutional government; the introduc-
tion of European principles into the north of Africa,
by means of France, have been events suddenly
accomplished against obstacles apparently hopeless,
and strikingly evidence the sovereign power of God.

The sudden overthrow of the despotism of Austria,
effected almost in a day, was a remarkable event;
but its detachment from Germany (for Germany,
with the exception of Baden, Wurtemburg and
Bavaria, was not in the Roman Empire) will be
more remarkable still. Many a tie has bound Austria
to Germany. The claim of the fatherland—the ties

* Tunis is interesting as occupying the place of ancient

Carthage. It will probably be the most westerly African part
of the eastern division of the Roman world.
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of affinity—the actual possession of power (for it has
long swayed Germany) may seem bonds not to be
relaxed; yet they are evidently been loosened.
Austria is falling into the system of the Roman na-
tions, and Germany is retiring into a peculiar system
of her own. Finally we may expect the govern-
mental system of Austria to be contrasted with that
of Germany, almost as decidedly as that of England
is contrasted with Hanover. It is remarkable also
that Baden, ‘Wurtemberg, and Bavaria, which were
in the Roman Empire, and will finally, no doubt,
be separated from the German confederation, are at
this moment only kept down by the strong hand of
Prussian power.*

‘We must, not indeed, attempt to predict the time,
nor the mode of these and.similar changes. A river,
as I have already said, makes many a bend. A few
months ago,* democratic fury seemed to be let loose
upon the nations. It caused each throne to tremble.
The “iron ” seemed likely to be driven from the
earth, and supplanted by “ the miry-clay.” But the
tumult has been stilled, the mad and evil power
bridled ; and now despotism seems in some places to
threaten. But we need only wait. The Word of
God is sure. Monarchs shall not destroy *the
clay ; ” neither shall the people rid themselves of
“ the iron.”

It is true, indeed, that we can speak with certainty
only of the end. We cannot predict the steps that
lead to that end, because the Scripture supplies no

* This, it must be remembered, was written in 1849.
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detail during the time that Israel ceases to exist
nationally in their own city. For example, we are
unable to say whether the political and territorial
changes which must finally be effected in Europe,
are to be produced by a general European war, or
by other agency. We cannot say whether Russia
_may, or may not, be allowed to seize some of the
Eastern provinces of the Roman world. But this
we can say, if Russia, or any other power, were to
become the mistress of the globe, they could not
ultimately prevent the development of the clay-iron
principles of power in all the countries of the
Roman earth, nor deprive those countries of their
final united federal supremacy.*

The changes, therefore, that may be expected in
those nations which fall within the Roman Empire,
may be classified under three heads:

First, the introduction of popular monarchic prin-
ciples into those countries which have not yet re-
ceived them.

Secondly, an alteration in the present territorial
divisions throughout the whole extent of the Roman
Empire, so as to form ten kingdoms therein.

Thirdly, the dissolution of governmental union
between countries, one of which did fall, and the

* Although, on such a subject, no one can speak with cer-
tainty, we may be permitted to express an opinion. My
opinion certainly is, that the moral and physical characteris-
tics which are finally to attach to the Roman nations, are too
far advanced in development for Russia, or any other power,
effectually to hinder. Every day seems to show that the
nDpations are fast falling into their final collocation.
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other of which did not fall within the Roman
Empire.

As regards the first of these, comparatively little
remains to be accomplished. The countries in which
popular monarchic principles are not yet established,
are Morocco, Egypt, Turkey, Luxembourg, Rhenish
Prussia on the west of the Rhine, Baden, Bavaria,
‘Wurtemberg, Switzerland, Italy,* and Bessarabia.
How the extension of the military power of France,
or the commercial influence of England, and the
return of the Jews to Palestine would effect or facili-
tate these changes, we can easily imagine. In Aus-
tria the change was effected even without such in-
fluences.

As respects the alteration of territorial arrange-
ment, much more remains to be accomplished. The
legs of the image, corresponding with the division
of the Roman Empire into Eastern and Western,
would lead us to expect that five kingdoms will ulti-
mately be found in the Eastern, and five in the
Western part of the Roman dominions. The eighth
chapter of Daniel proves it beyond a doubt, that
Greece, Egypt, Syria, reaching to the Euphrates
and beyond, and the rest of Turkey, both in Europe
and Asia, will form four of the eastern kingdoms.t
As these are the only four out of the ten of which
the Scriptures speak specifically, we cannot with
certainty name any other kingdoms; but there seems

* This was written in 1849. Italy has since attained her
independence, and is constitutionalised.
+ See remarks on eighth chapter,
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little doubt that France, Spain, and England, will
continue kingdoms to the end. 'We must, however,
as to these specific points, wait the unfolding of
events. The accomplishment of the final division
will, probably, precede very little the closing hour
of the dispensation.

‘With respect to the third point, that is to say, the
dissolution of unions at present subsisting between
countries, one of which did and the other did no# fall
within the Roman Empire, there are two cases to be
considered. .

First, there is the case in which a country external
to the Roman Empire, kolds authority over a couuntry
that fell within the Roman Empire. Such was the
relation of Holland to Belgium. It has been dis-
solved. We may expect to see a similar dissolution
in all cases where the German Confederation exer-
cises authority, west of the Rhine, or south of the
Danube. Baden, Wurtemberg, the chief part of
Bavaria, and Rhenish Prussia, are the countries
thus circumstanced.

We may therefore expect their separation from
Germany, and annexation to some of the countries
that fall within the Roman Empire. We may also’
expect that Russia will resign Bessarabia,* and that
her influence will be supplanted in Moldavia and
‘Wallachia; that is, if the full extent of the Roman,
Empire is to be taken as it existed in the time of
Trajan, and of this there can be no reasonable doubt.t

* Bessarabia, since this was written, has been resigned.”

1 If the extent of the Roman Empire is to be taken as it

F
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But secondly, there is a more difficult question in
cases where a country external to the Roman Em-
pire is subjected to a country within the Roman
Empire. The countries thus circumstanced are, Ire-
land in its relation to England; the central part of
Hungary, which lies between the Danube on the
west, and the Vallum Romanum on the east; also
Bohemia, and all German Austria north of the Da-
nube, and the colonies of England, France, Spain,
and Portugal.* '

This question cannot, perhaps, be answered with

existed in the time of Augustus, or as it was when divided
under the two last emperors, then Dacia is not to be included.
In that case the influence of Russia in these countries may be
expected toincrease. Since the above was written, I have seen
an account lately published of that part of Hungary included
in the Ancient Dacia. I have given some extracts in the
Appendix. It appears that Dacian or Roman Hungary stands
in marked contrast with those parts of Hungary west of the
Theiss, which were not in the Roman Empire, and that con-
stitutional liberty and civilisation, rejected by the feudalism
of the Magyars are likely, through the influence of Austria, to
be successfully introduced into Dacian or Roman Hungary.

* The course of the Vallum Romanum is described in
Chapter II. It turns from the Danube to Temesvar, some
miles east of the Theiss. Gibbon makes the Theiss the
boundary, but this is not quite correct, for the Vallum Ro-
manum can still be traced. The words of Gibbon are; “if we
except Bohemia, Moravia, and the northern skirts of Austria,
and a part of Hungary between the Teyss and the Danube, all
the dominions of the house of Austria were composed within
the limits of the Roman Empire.” We may expect these
districts to be in some way separated from Austria.
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the same confidence as the preceding ; but I think
there can be little doubt that the union between
such countries will be dissolved, if not fully, yet
to the extent of distinct and independent legisla-
tures being granted, as indeed is already done, in
the leading colonies of England. The importance
of such separate legislation may not, perhaps, be
fully apprehended now; but when the hour arrives
for a decree to go forth enforcing the worship of
Antichrist, and the rejection of Christ and of God,
the value of a separate legislature will be more dis-
tinctly felt.*

As regards Germany, seeing that with the excep-
tion above noticed, it does not fall within the Roman
Empire, the prophecy of Daniel says nothing respect-
ing it. Its relation, however, to the Ancient Roman
Empire was peculiar. Although never subjugated
80 as to be incorporated into the Roman Empire, it
was greatly influenced by the contiguity of the Ro-
man provinces, as well as by the inroads of their
armies, and was therefore reached by principles which
never penetrated either into the Scandinavian or
Scythian districts beyond. Thus the German nations
became interposed, as a kind of middle ground, be-
tween the rudest and the most civilised portions of
the earth. They were not unreached by Roman
influence, and there was also no inconsiderable in-
fluence exercised by them upon Rome.

There seems every reason to believe that they will

* The separation of Hanover from England may be re-
garded as an example.
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occupy a similar relation to the ten Roman nations
at the close. Although not incorporated with those
nations, but on the contrary forming themselves into
greater distinctiveness therefrom, the Germans have
nevertheless imbibed not a few of the social and
political principles of the Roman nations, and form
a strong and broad line of separation between these
and the Russian tribes. It is not to be expected, I
think, that strict constitutional government, that is,
the true clay-iron form, will ever prevail in Ger-
many. If it be not democracy (which I do not
expect), it will be, probably, representative govern-
ment so connected with monarchy, as for the crown
to be something more than the mere servant of the
representative body; but in the clay-iron govern-
ments of the Roman world it is otherwise. There,
the head of the government, whether president or
king, is in fact merely the executive. The legisla-
tive power is really vested elsewhere, that is to say,
in the representative body, which body is chosen
bond fide by the people. I do not expect that this
strict form of popular monarchy or democracy will
ever subsist in Germany, although there is, no
doubt, hidden there a dark philosophic sceptical re-
publicanism, dreaming about the supposed perfecti-
bility of man, that augurs ill for the future.

All this, however, is mere opinion, for in speak-
ing of Germany, I quit the prophecy of Daniel,
which is our only certain guide. That prophecy does
not teach us whether there may, or may not be, other
parts of the earth in which clay-iron principles may
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prevail; nor does it make the mere possession of
that form of government, the distinctive charac-
teristic of the ten kingdoms. Their distinctive
characteristic is, their possession of this form, in
corporate or federal connection with each other, and
as parts of the image, whereby they receive that pe-
culiar endowment of supreme controlling power to
which I have elsewhere referred.*

Before concluding this part of my subject, it may
be right to state, that it is doubted by some whose
opinions are of weight on these questions, whether
the prophecy before us pertains to the fullest extent
of the Roman Empire when enlarged by conquest,
or to its more limited extent when first constituted
under Augustus Ceesar.

If we decide the question by the second chapter,
the answer would, I suppose, be, that all countries
in which the fron character of power was govern-
mentally established by Rome—in other words, all
districts that were formally incorporated into the
- Roman Empire during the period that its power
was symbolised by iron, must be regarded as coming
under the symbols used in that vision. Britain and
other districts conquered subsequently to the time
of Augustus were thus incorporated into the empire
as provinces.

* I should expect the German tribes, especially those
which the Romans overran, to be brought into very distinct
contrast with the Scandinavian countries. The Romans pene-
trated as far as the Eyder, which divides Holstein from
Schleswig.
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The same answer appears to be supplied by the
seventh chapter. The Roman Empire is there re-
presented by a monster allowed to tread down and
break in pieces certain nations of the earth. The
question, therefore, seems to be, What nations were
so brought under its power, as for their institutions
and laws to be thoroughly subjected to its will?
Such nations may fairly be regarded as composing
the kingdom denoted by that monster, and it is
said, that “out of”’* that kingdom the ten king-
doms are to arise. If its “kingdom’ were to be
limited to that which it happened to possess at the
very first moment of its existence, and if none of
its subsequent conquests, however real, were to be
included, we might certainly expect that a restric-
tion so important would be clearly laid down in the
Scripture.

No such restriction, however, is found. On the
contrary, analogy of interpretation seems to require
that the wider scope should be taken. For example,
much more was included under the symbeol of “the

* The expression “out of,” which is very distinct in the
original, is important, because it shows that no conquests of
the ten kingdoms are regarded as forming part of the corpus
of the Roman Empire. It is regarded as existing in its in-
tegrity first, and they are formed “ out of it.” It is on the
body of the Beast that the destructive judgment called down
by Antichrist’s blasphemies is said to fall. “I beheld then,
because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake:
I beheld, even till the beast was slain, and kis body destroyed,
and given to the burning flame.” Dan. vii. 11.
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bear,” than was included under it when it first be-
gan to denote the Empire of Persia, for Egypt and
various other places were annexed to that empire
some time after its first formation. So also in the
case of the leopard with four heads. It included
under it much more than belonged to the Empire
of Alexander when first represented by that symbol ;
and consequently, if we had been directed to divide
the dominions of the bear, or of the leopard into
ten parts, we must have divided more than was de-
noted by them at the first moment when they
began to symbolise their respective empires. Why
should we apply a different rule to the fourth or
Roman beast ?
"~ One reason given for rejecting these later con-
quests as parts of the Roman Empire is, that some
of them were voluntarily resigned. There would
have been some force in this argument if, after
these countries had been relinquished, the rest of
the empire had retained its integrity until it passed
as an undivided whole into the hands by which it
is to be divided into its ten final parts. The history
of such a whole, would in that case, stand in very
marked contrast with that of the parts that had
dropped off. .This, however, was not the case.
The Roman Empire has gradually been dissolved.
The abandonment therefore of some of its provinces
(which moreover was not really voluntary, but con-
strained by circumstances), was only the commence-
ment of a gradual process of decomposition. How
then can any argument be founded on a mere differ-
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ence in the mode of dissolution? If the mode of
dissolution had been made thus essential to the ex-
position of the prophecy, it certainly would have
been referred to in the Secripture; whereas it is
passed over in entire silence.

" Moreover, if we were to regard relinquished parts
of the Empire, as if they had not been parts of the
Empire, it would be difficult to draw any contrast
between countries such as Parthia and Germany,
which were merely overrun by Roman armies, but
were never incorporated as Roman provinces, and
countries which were incorporated, and of which
some, like Britain, have abidingly received the im-
press of Roman institutions and laws.

Time, however, will make manifest this, and every
similar point of detail. We shall probably soon see
whether the clay-iron principles of government will,
or will not spread throughout Dacia, or whether
they will be strictly confined to the southern shores
of the Danube. It will be interesting therefore to
watch the progress of events in these countries, in
the Euphratean districts, and in England. If Dacia
is not to be included in the Roman Empire, it will
probably be annexed to Russia, or become separated
from Turkey in some other way.. On the other
hand, if it be included in the Roman Empire, we
may expect Russian influence to diminish even in
Bessarabia.*

There is yet one other subject on which it is

* Since this was written, Bessarabia has been resigned by
Russia.
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necessary to dwell a little before I conclude this
section, viz., the division of the Roman Empire into
eastern and western branches.

The Roman Empire was not the first of the four
empires represented by a duplicate symbol. The
arms also of the image were two, symbolising the
empire of the Medes and Persians. But although
the Medes were one nation, and the Persians another,
yet they were combined in strict legislative union.
They never acted but as one people. This is signified
in the seventh chapter, where it is said of the bear
which represents the Medo-Persian Empire, that it
raised itself up “ for one dominton,”* being herein
contrasted with the leopard, which was destined
for a fourfold dominion, and with the Roman beast
whose dominion is finally to be tenfold. Regions,
therefore, or nations, may be diverse from each
other, and yet so combined as for their dominion to
be one. This was the case in the empire of the
Medes and Persians. Was it at first otherwise with
Rome?

The empire of Rome, at the very first moment of
its formation under Augustus Ceesar combined two
very distinct portions of the earth—portions far

* In order to adopt “side ” as the translation in Dan. vii. 5,
it is necessary to suppose that 0¥ is put for WY and that
to be identical with WD, But if we take the word as it is, it
_ simply means “dominion.” The participle of WY is continu-
ally used in the Old Testament, and is always translated either
¢ officer,” “ruler,” or “overseer.” Sce Ex, v. 6, 2 Chroun.
xxvi. 11,
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more contrasted with each other than Persia was
with Media. Towards the east, Rome had wrested
from Carthage and from the successors of Alexander,
the fairest and the most civilised countries of the
earth. What could be more contrasted than the
great and ancient countries of the east over which
Greece had spread her language and her institutions,
and the half-savage districts which Rome aocquired
in Western Africa, Spain, Gaul, and Britain ? If
we mark out the countries in which, before they
were comrquered by Rome, eastern civilisation had
effectually spread, we find a branch of the Roman
Empire utterly different from that which gradually
and slowly received civilisation through Latin in-
stitutions and the Latin tongue. This is to be
regarded as the reason why the Roman Empire is
symbolised as twofold, rather than because of its
actual division at a late period of its existence into
eastern and western governments, although, indeed,
the territorial division under the emperors is not
very different from that which would be suggested
by a regard to the extent of Greek or eastern
civilisation.

The formal division of the Roman Empire took
place under Valentinian and Valens. “In the castle
or palace of Mediana, they executed the solemn and
final division of the Roman Empire. Valentinian
bestowed on his brother (Valens) the rich prefecture
of the East from the Lower Danube to the con-
fines of Persia, while he reserved for his immediate
government the warlike prefectures of Illyricum,
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Italy, and Gaul; from the extremity of Greece to
the Caledonian rampart, and from the rampart of
Caledonia to the foot of Mount Atlas.” Gibbon,
chap. xxv.*

* The division under the two last Emperors Honorius and
Arcadius, differed slightly from this. Arcadius had Thrace,
Asia Minor, Syria, and Egypt, from the Lower Danube to the
confines of Persia and Ethiopia. His younger brother Hono-
rius assumed in the eleventh year of his age, the nominal
government of Italy, Africa, Gaul, Spain and Britain; and
the troops which guarded the frontiers of his kingdom wore
opposed on one side to the Caledonians, and on the other to
the Moors. The great and martial prefecture of lllyricum
was divided between the two princes; the defence and pos-
session of the provinces of Noricum, Pannonia, and Dalmatia
still belonged to the Western Empire; but the two large dio-
ceses of Dacia (not Trajan’s province) and Macedonia, which
Gratian had entrusted to the valour of Theodosius, were for
ever united to the Empire of the East. The boundary in
Europe was not very different from the line that now
separates the Germans and the Turks, and the respective
advantages of territory, riches, populousness, and military
strength, were fairly balanced and compensated in this final
and permanent division of the Roman Empire. Gibbon,
chap. xxix.

This arrangement, however, was altered a short time after,
in A.D. 425, under Valentinian IIL, when the Western Illy-
ricum was detached from the Italla.n dominions, and yielded
to the throne of Constantinople. Dalmatia, Pannonia, and
Noricum were thus added to the Eastern Empire, which thus
possessed the greater part of the Austrian dominions. See
Gbhon, chap. xxxiii.

[The Dacia mentioned in the above passage was not Trajan’s
Dacia, but a part of Servia—a division of the ancient Mcesia.
‘When Aurelian relinquished Dacia, he transferred the Roman
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This division does not very materially differ from
that we should adopt, if we place in the eastern divi-

colonists to this part of Mcsia, which he called Nova Dacia,
or Dacia Ayreliana.]

The continual fluctuation in these territorial arrangements
precludes our regarding it as an accurate guide. I therefore
prefer being guided by the other principle—that of Greek
possession—as determining the Eastern Branch. Moreover,
since the vision of the Image represents the Empire as dupli-
cate from its commencement, it seems scarcely possible to
suppose this to be fulfilled in a late territorial division.

It is remarkable that when, under Justinian, in conse-
quence of the victories of Belisarius, the Eastern Empire
resumed for a little its integrity and strength, it spread from
Llyricum in Europe, and Carthage in Africa, to the confines
of Persia. These are just the limits to which we should be
guided by the principle to which I have referred. Amida and
Edessa, beyond the Euphrates, and other subordinate towns
of Mesopotamia were fortified by Justinian. He also extended
a series of fortifications from Belgrade (on the frontier of
Austria) to the Black Sea, and from the conflux of the Saave
to the mouths of the Danube.

The southern part of Italy, which was anciently called
Magna Grecia, and was filled with Greek cities, of which
Naples is one, was considered an adjunct of the Eastern
Empire. The Eastern Emperor at Constantinople, till a very
late period, claimed possession of Naples and the southern
part of Italy. Although the Lombards held the greater part
for 320 years, and had been confirmed in their possession by
Charlemagne, yet in A.D. 891, Leo, the Greek emperor, suc-
ceeded in wresting it from them ; and it was not until 1157
the Greek Emperor Emmanuel acknowledged William the
Norman as king. Time only will show whether Naples is to
be connected with the Eastern or Western branch of the Ro-
man Empire.
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sion of the Roman Empire these countries into which
civilisation had extended before they were incor-
porated with Rome. The Macedonian princes, as
early as Philip and Alexander, claimed sovereignty
over the provinces between Macedon, Thrace, and
the Danube. “The Adriatic Sea and the Danube
appear to have been the boundaries of Philip’s
empire in Illyria and Thrace.” Heeren, p. 211.
‘Whether therefore, we take the actual territorial
division by the emperors, or follow the more satis-
factory guidance of Greek civilisation as determining
the extent of the eastern and western branches of the
Roman Empire, the difference will not be material.
In Africa, I feel little doubt, that the districts of
Cyrene and Carthage [Tunis], in which civilisation
was 80 early established by the Greeks and Pheeni-
cians, will form the frontier countries of the eastern
division. This will establish the boundary of the
Turkish Empire as the limit in Africa also, between
the east and the west. It would give Tunis, Tri-
poli, Barca, and Egypt, to the eastern division, and
would make Algeria the first province of the western.
Tunis, which answers to the ancient Carthaginia, .
would in connection with Tripoli, and Barca [ancient
Cyrenaica] form one of the five divisions of the
eastern part of the Roman Empire. When we con-
sider the eighth chapter, we shall see that we can
with much certainty affirtn, that four out of the
five are formed by Egypt, Greece, Syria, and the
remaining part of Turkey.
In the long period of transition from the ¢ iron”
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of the ancient Roman Empire, to the * clay-iron” of
the ten final kingdoms—a period not yet terminated
—many things have occurred, which show that God
has not forgotten to watch over the accomplishment
of the vision of the Image. Although barbarians
on every side inundated and overwhelmed the an-
cient empire, yet the home of governmental power
has always been somewhere in the Roman earth.
The Germans who established an empire in the
west, and the Turks who became masters in the
east, alike placed the seats of their authority within
the Roman empire.

Nor has the distinction between the Eastern and
Western branches been ever obliterated. In.the
days of Justinian and his great general Belisarius,
the integrity of the Eastern part of the Roman Em-
pire was so wonderfully restored, that some persons
fancied it to be the second Beast of the Apocalypse.
The crusades were in part undertaken to uphold,
and for a time did uphold, the Eastern empire; and
it was not until the year A.D. 1453 that the suc-
cessors of Constantine finally fell before the Turk.
Even then the effect was to preserve rather than to
destroy the integrity of the Eastern branch. We
may form a tolerably correct notion of what the
extent of the eastern branch of the Roman Empire
was, and is to be, by marking the limits of the
Turkish dominions before Greece and Egypt were
separated therefrom.

It is also worthy of notice, that long after the
victorious barbarians had usurped the power of the
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West, they continued to own the supremacy of the
Eastern empire, and sought confirmation of their
authority from it. The remarkable instance of
Odoacer has been already noticed* Even the
Anglo-Saxon kings sought recognition from Con-
stantinople, and are styled ““Baoievs " on their
coins.t

The fall of the Roman dynasty at Constantinople
gave occasion to a more distinct development of
western power. The ancient imperial name still
continued to be borne by the chiefs of the German
empire; and the names ‘ Holy Roman Ewpire,”
and “ King of the Romans’’ have descended to our
own days.

But there has also been another difference in the
dealing of the divine hand which has tended to pre-
serve a marked distinction between the Eastern and

* Ses note to Chap L., p. 16.

t See Sir F. Palgrave’s Anglo-Saxon Commonwealth. This
seems another link between England and the Roman Empire,
The notion of imperial appointment to association in the
Empire was long maintained in the West. In 1338 the Em-
peror Lewis the Bavarian, met Edward 1IL. of England, and
constituted him Imperial Vicar of all countries on the left
side of the Rhine. Edward III. used this authority with
some effect against France. And this was not very soon laid
aside. Queen Elizabeth at her coronation is said to have heen
crowned three times: lst, the Queen of England ; 2nd, of
Ireland; 3rd, Sovereign and Lady Empress of all nations
and countries from the islands Orcades, to the mountains
Pyrences. She helped the Huguenots in virtue of the Imperial
authority. '
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Western divisions of the Roman Empire. The East
was the early home of civilisation, and the place
where the light of truth peculiarly shone; but
these privileges were abused, and iniquity abounded.
On this judicial visitation came. Desolation has
fallen upon almost every ancient city of the East,
from Babylon to Jerusalem, Egypt, north-eastern
Africa, and Greece. The ruin of these countries
has been so complete, that many have applied to
the apostasy of Mahomedanism and the subsequent
desolations, the prophecies respecting Antichrist,
and the judgments of the final hour. Doubtless
these things are to be regarded as premonitory.
They speak in solemn warning to these Western
kingdoms, which were so much later reached by
civilisation and by truth, and establish another -
marked contrast between the East and the West.
The early course of civilisation does not more dis-
tinctly define the Eastern branch of the Roman
Empire, than do the later footsteps of desolation and
apostasy.

While the East was thus sinking under judgment,
the nations of the West were fast arising into power,
and giving birth to new institutions. The prin-
ciples of representative government were early found
in the feudal nations, and thus new vigour was in-
fused into the Roman earth, and those governmental
principles introduced, whose full development is so
especially to characterise the last condition of the
Roman nations. The same century which saw the
fall of the Roman Empire in the East, was marked
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in the West by events* which have in results en-
tirely altered the aspect of human things, and made
the Western kingdoms of the Roman world the de-
positories of a power whose influence has already
reached, and will finally resuscitate, the fallen
countries of the East.

Although the kingdoms of the West have never
received any blow, resembling in severity that
which has prostrated the countries of the East, yet,
with only one exception, they have all been heavily
chastened. The abominations of popery, entailing
their own punishment, generated in Western Europe
a wide-spread infidelity, of which the terrors of the
French Revolution of 1792, and the desolating wars
that followed, were the consequences—consequences
which have not, even yet, ceased to operate. Eng-
land alone escaped, and has for ages pursued a
steady course of almost uninterrupted prosperity.
Time was, when both its government and its people
estimated in a measure this mercy, and were sensible
of the privilege of its being a Protestant country.
It recognised the Bible once as the authoritative,
and the alone authoritative, standard of Truth; but
it is otherwise now.

* These events were :

In A.D. 1440, the invention of printing.
In A.D. 1491, the expulsion of the Moors from Spain.
* In A.D. 1492, the discovery of South America.
In A.p. 1497, India reached by the Cape of Good Hope.
D A.D. 1499, North America discovered by Cabet.
In A.D. 1453, the Eastern Empire ended, by the capture
of Constantinople by the Turks.
e}
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At present this nation is holding a position of
more effective influence than any other country in
the earth. Its principles are fixed and determined,
and it is earnest in propagating them. The govern-
mental principles that it seeks to spread are those of
popular monarchy. The pillar of its political and
social system is commerce and commercial wealth.
Its relation to the false religions of the earth is, that
it fosters as well as protects all. It seeks to accom-
modate itself to influential institutions, rather than
to supplant them by truth. These principles are,
doubtless, well adapted to the character of the latter
day, and are most sure to prosper.

England is at this moment seeking to convene to
her metropolis an assembly of all nations, that*they
might there exhibit the riches of the earth, and the
productions of their industrial skill. She well knows
that no display of Imperial or Ecclesiastical pomp,
no array of military greatness, could possess an in-
fluence equal to that which such an assembly repre-
sents: and this is the influence she seeks to wield.
Such influence appears to be neutral in its character ;
but it is not really so. It can neither be retained,
nor used, except by sanctioning, and, not unfre-
quently, employing the very systems which have
sunk the world in superstition and idolatry. What
then is more to be dreaded than a system seemingly
neutral, which really sustains and gives effect to all
Satan’s ancient instruments of deception ? The final
result of this influence, and what will be constructed



CHANGES TO BE EXPECTED. 83

under it, may be seen in the seventeenth and eigh-
teenth chapters of Revelation.*

It is an affecting thought that England so highly
favoured as she has been, is using her advantages in
nurturing the very principles out of which the last
systematised form of human evil is to be formed.
No city at present in the earth corresponds so nearly
as London to the descriptions of the eighteenth of
Revelation; no scene which the earth has ever yet
beheld answers so nearly the twenty-seventh and
twenty-eighth chapters of Ezekiel as that which is

about to be presented in that city.t The energy

* Tt is not & mere question of displaying the inventions of
men, or the riches of the earth. That, under certain circum-
stances, might be innocent enough. The question is, whether
the commercial energy, of which such an assembly is the
result, is not spoken of in Scripture as that which is to be
the pillar of the world’s last evil greatness. For further re-
marks on the character of this rising commercial system, see
observations on the Ephah and the woman seated therein, in
“Second series of Aids to Prophetic Enquiry ;” also, “Thoughts
on the Apocalypse,” chap. xvii. and xviii.

+ The object of the central part of Ezekiel appears to be
this : to show what kind of power Israel finally seeks unto for-
shelter, now their iniquities have grieved away the cherubim
power of God, under the shadow of which they once rested.
The power which they select as their guardian is that which
I have above described, viz., the energy that searches out
and develops all the resources of earth—a power by and by
to be again connected with Tyre, which was its ancient seat.
Thus Tyre, as the representative of this energy, is described
as occupying God’s mountain—:.e. the Divine place of autho-
rity towards Israel, and being as Israel’s oracle and cherub—
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which visits every region, and develops and collects
all the riches of the earth, must be guided by some
definite principles; and if they are not the prin-
ciples of Christ, they must be the principles of Satan.
England, in pursuing her favourite plans, is ever
ready, when expediency requires it, to smile on false-
hood, or to frown on truth. Human fraternity is
everything in her sight, and she is beginning to
spurn at all that seems to interfere with the hoped-
for unity of men as men. She deems her latitudin-
arian commercial system to be the best remedy for
the convulsions of the nations; and she hopes, not
without reason, to force rival nations into frater-
nisation thereby, and to consolidate social and poli-
tical institutions without unduly fettering the ener-
gies of men; butin the meanwhile truth is forgotten
or contemned. The legislation, as well as the in-
fluential speaking and writing of the day, afford
evidence of this, too plain to be gainsayed.

‘Would to God it were otherwise, and that these
sins were repented of and abjured! But at present

the true cherubic power having been grieved away. There is
bitter irony in the expression, “ I have set thee so.” God has
appointed that this glorious but evil power should be the
cherub of Israel for a season.

The power now arising around us is of the same character
as that which Israel will make-its “cherub” or guardian,
although, as yet, it only exists in embryo. S

The several principles connected with this great commenr-
cial system are, as yet, comparatively undeveloped. The
Ephbah is seen long before the woman or moral system hidden
therein is made manifest.
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the moral features of England, no less than her
geographical connection with the Roman World,
mark her as one of those kingdoms that are to give
their strength and power unto the Beast, and to
engage in the last conflict against the King of
Kings.

The following observations of Gibbon, respecting
the difference that always subsisted between the
Greek and Latin provinces of the Roman Empire,
are of interest as bearing on the question of di-
vision : —

“ So sensible were the Romans of the influence of language
over national mannpers, that it was their most serious care
to extend with the progress of their arms the use of the
Latin tongue. The ancient dialects of Italy, the Sabine, the
Etruscan, and the Venetian, sunk into oblivion ; but in the
provinces, the East was less docile than the West to the
voice of its victorious preceptors. This obvious difference
marked the two portions of the empire with a distinction of
colours, which, though it was in some degree concealed
during the meridian splendour of prosperity, became gradu-
ally more visible as the shades of night descended upon the
Roman World. The Western countries were civilised by the -
same hands which subdued them. As soon as the barbarians
were reconciled to obedience, their minds were opened to any
rew impressions of knowledge and politeness. The language
of Virgil and Cicero, though with some inevitable mixture of
corruption, was so universally adopted in Africa, Spain, Gaul,
Britain, and Pannonia, that the faint traces of the Punic or
Celtic idioms were preserved only in the mountains, or among
the peasants. Education and study insensibly inspired the
natives of those countries with the sentiments of Romans;
and Italy gave fashions as well as laws to her Latin provin-
cials. They solicited with more ardour, and obtained with
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more facility, the freedom and honours of the state, sup-
ported the national dignity in letters and in arms, and at
length, in the person of Trajan, produced an emperor whom
the Scipios would not have disowned for their countryman.
The situation of the Greeks was very different from that of
the barbarians. The former had been long since civilised and
corrupted. They had too much taste to relinquish their lan-
guage, too much vanity to adopt any foreign institutions.
Still preserving the prejudices after they had lost the virtues
of their ancestors, they affected to despise the unpolished
manners of the Roman conquerors, whilst they were com-
pelled to respect their superior wisdom and power. Nor was
the influence of the Grecian language and sentiments con-
fined to the narrow limits of that once celebrated country.
Their empire, by the progress of colonies and conquest, bad
been diffused from the Hadriatic to the Euphrates and
the Nile. Asia was covered with Greek cities, and the long
reign of the Macedonian kings had introduced a silent revo-
lution into Syria and Egypt. In their pompous courts those
princes united the elegance of Athens with the luxury of the
East, and the example of the court was imitated at an humble
distance by the higher ranks of their subjects. Such was the
general division of the Romau Empire into the Latin and
Greek, languages.”

Whether, therefore, we take as our guide the
provinces conquered by Rome from the successors
of Alexander; or the formal division of the Empire
under the Emperors; or the re-constitution of the
Kastern branch under Justinian; or the extent of
Turkish dominion ; or the extent of modern desola-
tion; we are brought pretty nearly to the same
result.

It is obvious, too, that when the institutions and
civilisation of the West shall have been introduced



CHANGES TO BE EXPECTED. 87

into, and shall have revived the East, there will be
sufficient circumstantial differences to mark a very
decided contrast between the Greek and Latin
branches of the Roman Empire.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

THE VISION OF THE EPHAH OF ZECHARIAH V.,
CONSIDERED IN RELATION TO THE PRINCIPLES
OF MODERN LEGISLATION.*

Homo suM, NIHIL HUMANI A ME ALIENUM PUTOt—
a sentiment long since promulgated by a Roman
poet, has, from that moment to the present, main-
tained its hold upon the heart of man, and received
the approbation of successive ages. It embodies,
indeed, a great truth—a truth recognised and acted
on by God Himself—one to which the conscience,
as well as the affections of every human bosom re-
sponds. Philanthropy—real philanthropy is one
of the great principles of God. The proof is, the
Incarnation and the Cross.

And as Christianity is not intended to stand aloof

* This paper was written in 1851, and published as a tract,
entitled, “ What is the Ephah of Zechariah V.7 or, the Exhi-
bition of 1851 considered in relation to the principles of
Modern Legislation.” As the subjects treated of in this tract
are of lasting importance, and as it illustrates much that has
been said in the preceding chapter, I have thought it best to
revise and introduce it here. It has gone through three
editions, and is now nearly out of print.

+ “I am a man—nothing that concerns man do I deem
foreign to myself.” '
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in heartless apathy, unmoved by that which is
affecting the human family around, so the spon-
taneous impulse of the rightly-ordered Christian
heart is to seek out, not that which it must differ
from and condemn, but that which it can join with,
sanction, and approve. One of the characteristics
of a heavenly and perfected condition of being will
be, that the interests and affections of the heart
will unrestrictedly flow out to, and delight in, every
thing. There will be no need of restraint where .
everything is holy; no need of testimony against
any thing, where everything is worthy of being,
what it will be—everlastingly blessed. Antagonism
may be a duty, but in itself it affords no joy to the
Christian heart. Apart from the painful personal
consequences which it may involve, it is contrary to
the law of our new nature, which desires fellowship
—not conflict : nor could any thing but the plain
requirements of Truth reconcile us to the path of
perpetual strife and contention, where we seem to
employ ourselves in finding fault with every thing,
and earn for ourselves the character of a morose
and fanatical misanthropy.

Would to God that we could truthfully say, that
the tide of human things was flowing on in a course
of real prosperity and blessing | It is a happy
thing to share in the interests of others, and to unite -
one’s activities with theirs. The very employment
of our energies is a pleasure, when the course is
right, and the end happy. Itis painful, therefore—
very painful, in observing the development of civi-
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lisation and social progress in which all are exulting,
to be obliged to condemn, and to say that this pro-
gress is connected with certain moral principles
which will finally bring it under judicial visitation
from the hand of God.

Few will question that the great Industrial
gathering which is about to take place in the
metropolis of this country marks an era in human
progress. There have been periods when assembled
armies indicated the character of the power which
chiefly swayed the nations. There have been other
periods when assembled ecclesiastics have repre-
sented the dominant influence of the age. But such
periods have passed away. If Russia were now to
assemble her soldiers, or Rome her priests, neither
would present a power so really potent—so really
being, and about to be, the mainspring of the world’s
energies, as that assemblage which England has'
summoned to her shores. Accordingly, philanthro-
pists are speaking of it as the indication of a power
which is to regenerate the world; and ®ven Chris-
tians are hailing it as the means by which the nations
are to be knit together in amity and peace, and the
millennial predictions of the Prophets fulfilled.

But surely the first thought that should be sug-
gested to a Christian heart by such an assemblage,
is, that it is of the world : and that which is of the
world cannot be “of the Father.” Whether it be
a military, or an ecclesiastical, or a commercial
spectacle that assembles men together, are not those
so assembled essentially the world? Are not their
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habits of thought, and their practices such, that
Christ’s true principles, and doctrines, and laws, find
no place among them? If it be so, how can a
Christian view such an assemblage with compla-
cency ? How can he expect that it should result in
overspreading the earth with Christ’s truth, and
with Christ’s blessings ?

Moreover, we have to remember that this is to
be an assemblage marked by no ordinary charac-
teristics. Never, since men first sought universal
confederation on the plains of Shinar, when God
interfered, and scattered them over the face of the
earth—never since that hour has an assemblage
been convened, so much resembling, in some of its
features, that early gathering on the plains of Babel.
It is true, indeed, that there is at present no inten-
tion of local centralisation ; but a thought of moral
centralisation is connected with this design. The
Sun of human prosperity—the centre around which
each part of the vast human system is to revolve—
is supposed to be found in Commerce; and it is
hoped that this coming gathering will aid the ad-
vance of commerce until it shall unquestionably
become the paramount influence of the day. More-
over, one great moral feature that marked the
assemblage at Babel was, a desire to make them-
selves illustrious and mighty, apart from God. This
feature will not be wanting in the coming gathering
of nations, for attainment of such greatness is the
very idol of the hour.

As regards responsibility, the responsibility which
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attached to those who assembled at Babel was but
as dust in the balance, compared with that which
rests upon the nations who will now meet in Eng-
land. When men assembled at Babel, and there
attempted the union of their race, experience had
not yet taught her lessons. Israel had not yet .
received their light ; Prophets and Apostles had not
spoken ; Christ had not taught; Christianity had
not been prostituted ; nor Infidelity come forth, like
a viper nourished in the bosom of religious corrup-
tion. But now, all these things kave been, and we
have to do with their results. The Jew will come,
hardened in pharisaic rejection of Christ, or else
tutored in the school of neologian latitudinarianism ;
the Eastern ecclesiastic will come, the type of the
carly corruption of Christian Truth, and the witness
of its present degradation; the Mahomedan will
come, the representative of thuse who, mocking
with bitter scorn the corruptions both of Judaism
and Christianity, rushed with infidel fury upon
both, and stamped out, as it were, the scattered and
dying embers of Truth that lay smouldering in the
midst of the fallen Churches; the Romanist will be
there, as one who, by means of pretended Chris-
<ianity, has led nations delivered from old idolatries
back to idolatry agaiu; Atheism, Deism, and all the
various forms of Infidelity, will be there : Heathenism
will be there. Such will be the component parts of
that vast multitude, which Comnmerce and Civilisa-
tion are to ‘“‘touch with their magic wand;” and
finally binding them together in the bonds of
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philanthropic brotherhood, are to make them great,
prosperous, and happy. But will such brotherhood
and such greatness be of God?

That England should be the spot chosen for such
a development marks it with a fearful pre-eminence.
England is, necessarily, a country interesting to all
men, for it has filled no ordinary place in the world’s
history. But the reason why it peculiarly interests
those who search the Scripture, is, not because it is
a great nation merely, but because it belongs to a
certain circle of the earth respecting which God
has been pleased to prophesy very definitely in His
word. Two thousand five hundred years ago, when
He first began to punish Jerusalem by subjecting it
to the proud power of the Gentiles, He empowered
the Prophet Daniel to give the prophetic history of
certain Empires amongst whom civilisation and
power were to find their centre and their home,
throughout the long period of Jerusalem’s punish-
ment. Chaldea, Persia, Greece, following each other
in quick succession, transmitted their empire to
Rome, and the extent of the dominions of Rome
mark the limits of what is called by writers on pro-
phecy—the Prophetic Earth. This portion of the
earth has for ages been known, both in the East and
in the West, as H OIKOTMENH—ORBIS TER-
RARUM. The countries which fall within its
limits will be the peculiar seat of the world’s ener-
gies and greatness in the latter day—and England
is one of those countries.

I need scarcely say, that to give the history of
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Chaldsea, Persia, Greece, and the Roman nations,
is virtually to give the history of the world. What-
ever enterprises have been undertaken, whatever
inventions made, or colonisations effected, they have
either emanated from these nations as their eentre,
or, if in any case the place of origin has been
external to their limits, these countries have soon
succeeded in attracting towards themselves the
results. The effects of civilisation have ever gravi-
tated, as it were, towards the Roman nations as
their centre. God has so appointed that it should be.

Cain (in whose family the inventions of civilisa-
tion first appeared), and then Babel, Chaldea,
Greece, Rome, are names which mark darkly the
moral character of human civilisation in tits fallen
earth. It has never moved as yet under the control
of God. The giant idols which are now disinterred
in Nineveh, the graves that are opened in Egypt,
the fallen temples of Greece, and the ruined porticoes
of Rome, all bear witness that the greatness of each
of these nations has been directed against God.
They all lifted themselves up against God, and He
has withered them all. They have sunk beneath
the blow of righteous retribution.

Civilisation, having its birth-place in the East, in
the regions which surround the Euphrates, moved,
as Daniel had foretold, with steady progress towards
the West. Greece became the place of its meridian
splendour. From Greece it was transferred to
Rome, and through Rome reached the limits of
Europe in the West. But judgment followed in its
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track. Chaldeea, Asia Minor, Egypt, Greece, and
at last Rome, were smitten; and only a few cen-
turies ago it seemed as if civilisation and power
were likely to be driven from their ancient seats for
ever, to find perhaps in another hemisphere a new
sphere for their centralisation and development.
But God has said that it should not be so. He has
said that the Roman nations shall to the end con-
tinue to be the centre of influence and controlling
power in the earth ;—by the end, I mean the period
when He will forgive Jerusalem, and restore her to
supremacy again. Accordingly, after the fierce in-
road of the Turks had overspread with ruin more
than two-thirds of the Empire of the Csesars, and
when, by other influences, even Rome herself was
reduced to a settlement of cowherds—grass growing
in her palaces, and oxen pastured in her streets,¥*—

* The following are the words of Ranke, vol. iii. p. 480 :—

During the absence of the Popes in Avignon, the Rome of
the middle ages had sunk into equal decay with that ancient
Rome which had so long lain in ruins. When Eugenius IV.
returned to Rome in the year 1443, it was become a city of
h erdsmen; its inhabitants were not distinguishable from the
pcasants of the neighbouring country. The hills had long
been abandoned, and the only part inhabited was the plain
along the windings of the Tiber; there was no pavement in
the narrow streets, and these were rendered yet darker by
the balconies and buttresses which propped one house against
another: the cattle wandered about as in a village. From
San Silvestro to the Porta del Popolo, all was garden and
marsh, the haunt of flocks of wild ducks. The very memory
of antiquities seemed almost effaced; the Capitol was become
the Goats’ Hill, the Forum Romanum the Cows’ Field, the
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at that moment of dominant desolation, the Western
corners of the Roman world, and, more especially,
England, were permitted to become the rallying
point of civilisation; the place where it has not
only recovered its exhausted energies, but learned
also to break ancient shackles, as well as to develop
new powers.

Ecclesiastical tyranny had succeeded in binding
many a fetter upon the hand of those wild nations
that had broken in upon, and destroyed, the ancient
Roman Empire. Priesteraft and degrading super-
stitions had, for the most part, effectually crippled
all mental energy ; and if any developed itself it was
doomed, as in the case of Galileo, to the dungeon
and to death. But in England, during the reign of
Henry the Eighth, ecclesiastical power, which under
Wolsey displayed one great expiring blaze of bright-
ness, suddenly sank. With Wolsey, ecclesiastical
supremacy in England finally fell. Although Rome
has not yet relinquished the hope of maintaining or
restoring it in various countries, yet it may be safely
said, that ever since the fall of Wolsey, principles
have been in steady operation, chiefly through the
instrumentality of England, which will.finally de-
prive both Popery, and every other ecclesiastical
system within the Roman World, not indeed of
influence, but of supremacy. All those parts of
Scripture which describe the future history of the

strangest legends were associated with the few remaining
monuments, The Church of St. Peter was in danger of falling
‘ down.”
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Roman Kingdoms during the coming period of their
revived, but unsanctified glory, distinctly speak of
the secular power as supreme, and of the ecclesiasti-
cal as subordinate. In England it has long been
so; and it is to this that England owes, in no
slight degree, her present position of influence and
strength.

That, however, which is most of all distinctive in
the present condition of England, is her Commercial
system. Commerce, or the wealth and influence
thence arising, has become the mainspring of Eng-
land’s energies—the chief bulwark of her social
institutions—the pillar of her government. When
ecclesiastical power fell, and the feudal aristocracy
became gradually enfeebled ; and when the steady
advance of the people seemed to make democracy
(perbaps revolutionary democracy) the sure end of
the social movement, there was gradually being
formed, in this country, a new aristocracy, more
potent than any, whether ecclesiastic or hereditary,
that had preceded—the aristocracy of wealth. The
expressions, commercial interest ; manufacturing
interest; moneyed interest; Indian interest; and
the like, suggest sufficiently intelligible ideas to
English minds. The ramifications of these interests
are so various and so extended, that the mass of
society is effectually reached and controlled by their
influence; and thus a power has been consolidated,
the like to ‘which has never before existed. The
tranquillity with which England passed through the
late period of European convulsion in 1848 is an

H
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evidence of the strength of this power. The State
and its institutions consigned themselves to its pro-
tection, and rested quietly under its shield. In
France no such consolidated power exists, and
France has been shaken to her foundations.

In England this power is learning to work in
harmony with the State. Indeed, the State has
virtually become its organ. Plutocracy is a com-
prehensive, not an exclusive system. Its elasticity
is great. It can adapt itself to the changing cir-
cumstances of the hour, and, receiving within its
circle both the aristocrat and the democrat, it pro-
vides a place of honour and influence for both. In
its relation to ancient systems it seeks, not to anni-
‘hilate, but rather to modify, adapt, harmonise, and
employ. It possesses, therefore, not only its own
intrinsic weight, but is acquiring also all the weight
which governmental authority can give. No other
interest, whether royal or ecclesiastic, aristocratic
or popular, is allowed to throw any effectual impedi-
ment in its course. Virtually, its will is paramount.
The appropriate device of England would not be,
either the crown or the mitre; the coronet or the
sword, but some emblem of Commerce. An ¢ Ephah”
should be emblazoned on her banners. Our govern-
ment is a Commercial government, not because
England happens to be a mercantile country, but
because manufacturing and trading interests su-
premely sway her councils, and all other interests
are being made subordinate. Such are the features
which characteristically mark the period during
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which the powers of civilisation have been reno-
vated in this western corner of the Roman World.
The abasement of ecclesiastical supremacy, the esta-
blishment of constitutional monarchy, and the rise
of commerce into sovereign influence may be re-
garded as accomplished facts. They distinctively
characterise England ; and finally they will equally
characterise every other kingdom that falls within the
Roman World. The success of England naturally
causes her to be imitated. Her influence, which is
great, is exerted, as might be expected, for the propa-
gation of her principles, and the circumstances of the
hour favour these principles. We cannot marvel at
this, for the Scriptures plainly declare that such
shall be the principles of the closing period of our
dispensation. Whatever opinion may be formed as
to the particular City indicated in the eighteenth of
the Revelation, this at least is evident, that that
chapter describes a closing scene in the world’s pre-
sent history, and speaks of ‘ merchants being the
great men of the earth,” and of a commercial city
being *‘ queen ”’ of the nations.

Our first feeling when we review the rise of Eng-
land’s greatness, is commonly one of satisfaction and
triumph. Civilisation, we say, cannot be in itself
wrong. It cannot be wrong to rejoice that the
fetters of ecclesiastical and royal tyranny are
broken. It cannot be wrong to develop the natural
resources of the earth ; to encourage the inventions
of science and art ; to call forth the various powers
of the human mind, and to employ its energies. All
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this may be true: but still the question recurs,
Can the Christian rejoice in the means by which
England has acquired her power, or in the prin-
ciples she is adopting in its use ? That question
can only be answered by considering the govern-
mental relation of England to God’s revealed Truth.

When Protestantism struck off from England the
shackles of Popery, the Bible was put into her hand,
and for a season she seemed to rejoice in the gift.
In her political conflicts with Popery she used it ;
but, as the dread of Popery lessened, the Bible was
less and less regarded ; until at length, ignorance
and indifference so prevailed, that there have been
few periods of deeper darkness than that which
reigned in England during the greater part of the
seventeenth and the commencement of the eighteenth
century. In the meanwhile, various new forms of
nominal Christianity, and at last Popery and
Judaism, increased in political power: and when at
length the theory of constitutional government
was matured, and government (ceasing to stand
between God and the people, as holding authority
from Him) became avowedly the organ of the
people’s will, it was of course requisite that the acts
of government should correspond with the relation
in which it stood to the manifold varieties of Creed
found among those whose will it had undertuken to
express. This, of course, necessitated latitudinari-
anism. All who were ambitious of power, found
it needful to be officially, if not personally, lati-
tudinarian.
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But there were other influences, more potent even
than these, tending to the same end. England and
the merchants of England began to conquer, to
colonise, or to visit, all lands. They found these
lands teeming with the various forms of idolatry
and evil which the ingenuity of Satan had devised
throughout the earth, in order to dishonour God,
and to ruin souls. Has England taken her stand in
the midst of these abominations, and given faithful
testimony to the truth of the word of God ? Has
she steadily and practically declared that there was
one God and one Lord Jesus Christ—and has she
carefully avoided rendering her aid to any except to
those who simply preach the Gospel of the GRACE
of God ? No: she found it more expedient to con-
ciliate than to testify ; more advantageous to honour
falsehood than to contend for Truth ; and, therefore,
she practically laid aside the Bible, and determined
to sanction, whenever expedient, every creed alike.
Accommodation to existing systems became her rule.
Accordingly, she has presided over the priesthood of
Buddha ; offered gifts at the shrine of Juggernaut ;
flattered the Mahomedan in the East; honoured the
idols of Popery in the West, endowed their Colleges,
paid their Priests, and frowned upon all who have
sought, in the midst of these things, to act aggres-
gively for the Truth of God. In Ireland, especially,
she has scowled upon the Truth, and upon its
servants.*

* See facts stated in the late reply of the Bishop of Cashel
to his Clergy. The administration of Ireland has afforded a
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There has been one individual (he too acted on
by the love of influence) who has trodden a like
path ; and that person, more than any one else in
modern days, has foreshadowed the actings of the
last great Antichrist—I mean Napoleon Buonaparte.
Buonaparte, avowedly reckless about truth, and
fearing neither God nor Satan, honoured, as it
suited him, every thing. In Holland, he pleased
the Protestants, elsewhere, the Pope. When medi-
tating schemes of conquest in the East, he flattered
the Jews; and when in Egypt, acknowledged Ma-
homet. His Egyptian proclamations bear the
‘Moslem motto—‘ There is one God, and Mahomet
is His prophet:” and one is yet extant, in which
he solemnly avers that he had received a commis-
sion from God to destroy the Cross, and to plant the
Crescent in its stead. I do not say that England
has, as yet, equalled this blasphemy ; but she has
entered the same character of path. She has bowed
before more idols than did Buonaparte, and that,
after having been favoured with more light than
he—for he was born in idolatry, and nurtured
in atheism. The lust of extended power tempted

fearful exhibition of reckless Latitudinarianism, and the doc-
trines lately avowed at Manchester show how completely the
Commercial School have adopted similar principles. It is
true that real Christianity may, and does, flourish more with-
out the support of such, than with it; but this deoes not
Jessen the guilt of those who see no honour in assisting the
distribution of the Holy Scripture, and no sin in crushing
it, and delivering over the souls of the people to devouring
priests.
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him: the lust of extended commercial influence has
seduced England. Some time ago, when England
was charged with these things, her rulers seemed,
in measure, sensible of their shame; they pleaded
necessity, and the like. But now we hear less of
that plea; now, it is openly said and written, that
the Bible is not intended to be used in human legis-
lation, and Truth is declared to be a phantom too
subtle for our grasp.

If the shackles of Popery had remained on Eng-
land she could not have pursued her present path.
Popery would not have permitted it. Popery would
have forbidden her to follow a course that so com-
promised its own supremacy. But when human
shackles are removed, and not replaced by the golden
chain of Christ’s truth, the hand that is liberated is
liberated only for transgression. England has ceased
to be the slave of Popery, but her liberty is becom-
ing the liberty of deistical forgetfulness of God.

It is true, indeed, that the course of the old
ecclesiastical or Popish party, which is struggling
to regain ascendancy, is at present opposed to these
things. If we examine the present condition of
society in England, if we observe the books they
read, and watch the sentiments avowed by the pulpit
and the press generally, we shall find that the influ-
ential principles of the day distribute themselves
under one of two classes. They either lead back to
the ecclesiastical corruption of past ages, or, under
the pretence of philosophic superiority to prejudice,
and philanthropic desire after peace, they lead to .
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the apathy, if not to the activities, of latitudinarian-
ism. If Dr. Wiseman delights in the tyrannical
uniformity (for we cannot call it unity) of Rome;
we find, on the other hand, a professedly Protestant
statesman delighting in the thought that his town
presented the form of a happier unity, produced by
negation of truth ; for there he beheld Socinians,
Dissenters, Churchmen —sects that once fiercely con-
tended, content to forget their differences, and to
live harmoniously together. If Dr. Pusey and his
Tractarian followers wish again to bind on govern-
ments and nations the ancient manacles of super-
stition and priestcraft, Lord Macaulay, on the other
hand, and the liberal writers of the day, whilst
seeming only to break the bonds which man has im-
posed upon his fellow-man, break with them also the
bonds which God’s own hand has formed—assert
that the Bible is no more te be regarded by the
governor in governing than it is by a mechanic in
making a machine—ask scornfully whether any
certain truth can be attained, and advocate principles
which, when they have taken their full effect, will
cause the nations to say, both of Jehovah and of
Christ, “Let us break their bonds asunder, and
cast away their cords from us.” The advocates of
modern Liberalism point, and not without reason,
to the Exhibition of 1851 as the symbol of their
principles —benign, they say—philanthropic—fra-
ternal. But are their principles at all nearer God
than the principles of those, the symbols of whose
creed are found in cloisters, cathedrals, and priests ?
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Are they not even more distant? Yet, doubtless
they will attain supremacy ; for they knit together
the units of mankind on natural principles, without
constraining any to forego their individual peculiari-
ties; and when that supremacy has fully been
attained, we shall see even Popery herself abating
her pretensions, and falling as a handmaid (and an
honoured handmaid) into the train of her mighty
Mistress.

Would that I could see in “the Exhibition” the
symbol of a power that had, benignly indeed, but
firmly, entered all lands with the oracles of God in
its hand — refusing fellowship with corruption,
whether found in the darkness of heathenism or
the abominations of pretended Christianity ; and
seeking to encourage all who should declare to a
lost world, that God was ready, through the finished
work of the Lord Jesus, to accept, in His name, the
perishing sinner—to forgive him freely and to clothe
him with the robe of Christ’s righteousness for ever !
Would to God that England, Protestant England,
had thus traversed the nations—that she had marked
well the difference between Judaism, Mahomedanism,
Popery (which all talk of God and obedience to God),
and Christianity, which testifies not only of God and
God’s righteousness, but of His GRACE abounding
where sin hath abounded—imputing righteousness
without works—justifying freely, through faith, on
the sole ground of the imputation of the righteous-
ness of ANOTHER. “We are reputed righteous
before God ONLY because of the merit of our Lord
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and Saviour Jesus Christ, by means of faith, not

- because of our own works or deservings.”—Eleventh
English Article* Would that she had imitated
her first true Protestant King, and judged it to be
her chief honour to exalt the Word of the living
God against the traditions of men, to find out
Christ’s servants and to help Christ’s truth! But
alas! her course has been far otherwise. She has
ignored Christ’s Gospel ; she has found it convenient
to strengthen Christ’s enemies ; her conscience seeks
relief from the sin in the easy doctrines of latitudi-
narianism ; she calls it charity ; and whilst confirm-
ing those systems, which like so many iron barriers
keep the nations from the bread of life, she amuses
them by a display of earthly riches (things for the
sake of which she has virtually sacrificed their
souls), and by asking them to behold her greatness,
invites them to adopt her principles—principles
whereby Truth perishes. Let any Christian think
of these things, and rejoice in “ the Exhibition” if
he can!

The seeming innocency of the spectacle will
doubtless deceive many. It stands apparently in
very advantageous contrast with other forms of the
earth’s greatness. Armies of warriors, or armies of
priests might terrify us. They remind us bloodshed
and death ; of the chains of the conqueror, or of the

# Tantum propter meritum Domini et Servatoris nostri
Jesu Christi, per fidem, non propter opera et merita nostra,
justi coram Deo reputamur.”
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racks and fires of the Inquisition. But Commerce
seems only to hold forth the olive branch of peace,
and beneficently to subserve the necessities of human
life. Few care to distinguish between Commerce
and the principles Commerce may adopt; and whilst
enjoying the results of the former, willingly forget
to enquire respecting the latter. '

There is a remarkable prophecy in the Book of
Zechariah (a prophecy distinctly unfulfilled) which
bears very closely on the circumstances of which we
speak. The object of the vision shown to Zechariah
is to instruct respecting the character of the in-
fluence which shall be dominant over Israel, and
over the nations at the closing period of their evil
history. It reveals where the master-power shall
reside, which, in the latter days, shall “go forth”
with pervading influence, to control the energies of
the earth. And what is the symbol of this power?
It is not a sceptre, nor a sword, nor a mitre, but it
is an Ephah. ¢“Then the angel that talked with
me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up now thine
eyes, and see what is this that goeth forth. And I
said, What is it? And he said, This is AN
EPHAH that goeth forth.” An Ephah is the
symbol of Commerce. There is to be a period,
therefore, during which Commerce is to rule the
earth; a period when an Ephah might fitly be
emblazoned on the banner of each Kingdom of the
Roman World as the device best suited to indicate
where the secret of its influence lay. * This,” said
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the angel, speaking of the Ephah—¢ This is their
eye (D3'))* through all the earth.”

In the outward appearance of the Ephah there
was nothing to terrify. Men have learned to dread
the sceptre, the sword, and the mitre; but the
Ephah presents an aspect than which nothing can
be more innocent or peaceful. The Prophet, how-
ever, was commanded to look again. A heavy
weight of lead rested as a lid or covering on the
mouth of the Ephah. The Angel raised it, and
directed the Prophet to look within. He looked
within, and beheld a Woman sitting in the midst of
the Ephah. A Woman, when used symbolically, is
in Scripture the emblem of a moral system. When
we speak of the reign of Commerce, we do mnot

* This word literally means “eye;” thus the Vulgate
“ Haec est oculus corum in universh terid.” “Eye” may either
mean aspect, uppearance,—as in Numbers xi. 6, where it is
said of the manna, that “the colour or appearance thereof
was as the colour of bdellium”—or, “eye’” may mean that
to which we look for guidance, favour, or any supply of
blessing. This, no doubt, is its meaning here. If the eye of
a father or friend rest benignly on us, we look to its kindness
as a source of supply to all our requirement. Hence, “eye”
is continually used of fountains in the wilderness, and wells
of water. See Gen. xvi. 7. Also Deut. xxxiii. 28: * Israel
then shall dwell in safety alone ; the fountain (literally eye)
of Jacob shall be upon a land of corn and wine; also his
_heavens shall drop down dew.” Thus we have to contrast
the “eye” of unbelieving Israel and the nations, viz., the
Ephah in the land of Shinar, with “the eye” of forgiven
Israel in the land of Emmanuel, when Jehovah shall be their
strength and their song.
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mean merely that commercial activities are to be
increased, and that the nations will begin to trade
one with the other more energetically ; but we mean
that the influence of those whose commercial wealth
enables them to touch and control the secret springs
of government will be directed to the sustainment
of certain formed principles—political, educational,
religious, and the like—as definite and precise as
any which have heretofore characterised Popery, or
any other similar system.

If old principles are abandoned, new principles
must be supplied in their stead, or else the world
must be left ungoverned : and as these new prin-
ciples are formed and brought into operation, so, of
course, a new system of moral agency is created.
For example, it was once taught as a principle that
all power was from God; and it was deemed a kind
of Atheism to teach that the people were its source :
but now the latter principle reigns, and the former
is utterly abjured. Once it was thought fit to main-
tain the truth of Holy Secripture, so far as to refuse
to sanction idolatrous and corrupt religions ; but
now such sanction is freely and systematically given.
Once it was thought desirable to encourage those
who circulated the word of life ; but, now, they who
circulate it in some of the districts where it is most
needed are crushed, and their enemies honoured.
The Bible was once thought to contain principles
which it was the duty of the Governor to recognise ;
but now the Bible, in legislation, is to be ignored.
1t was once thought that all right fraternity must
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be based on Scripture ; but now fraternisation, apart
from Truth, is to be the panacea of the world’s dis-
orders. It was once thought that the ruler should
encourage Truth where he discerned it; now he is
not to believe that certain Truth is anywhere to be
discovered. Such are some of the principles. It is
impossible that they can be adopted without a
system being formed, as definite, and probably more
definite, than any of the systems which it super-
sedes.

The vision, however, plainly indicates that this
system is formed secretly, for it is represented as
hidden in the Ephah. And nothing can be more
true. Sheltering itself under the excuse of expe-
diency, this nation, which more than any other owns
the sway of the Ephah, has secretly and stealthily
adopted principles which it is still ashamed to avow
as the fixed acknowledged rule of its conduct.
Many a sentiment has dropped from the lips of
legislators and statesmen, which, although welcomed
by multitudes, and acted on, have not yet become
the recognised principles of the State. Who, for
example, would dare to enter on the Statute-Book
of England that tribute should be paid to Jugger-
naut ; all Mahomedan festivals honoured ; Popish
priests duly paid; Protestant testimony, in certain
spheres, forbidden? Who would at present dare to
propose that it should be registered as a principle
amongst England’s laws, that Truth cannot be
ascertained ; that the Bible is not to be regarded in
legislation ; that all religions have in them a mea-
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sure of truth, and that consequently all may, with-
out sin, be encouraged ? It is but lately that the
voice of the Dragon has ventured to mutter this last
sentiment in our ears, and no one just at present
would dare to claim for it public authorisation.
These, and such like principles, separately and cau-
tiously enounced, and slowly becoming systematised
under the protection of Commercial power, are at
present a kind of “mystery” hidden. The time
has not yet come for them to be presented to the
world in a systematised and ordered form, nor, in-
deed, are they as yet brought into that form : but
when that time does come, they will no longer
remain a ‘“mystery ”’ hkidden : they will be seen in
the manifested, displayed attractiveness of the scar-
let Harlot of Babylon. Her hidden existence in the
Ephah precedes her manifestation “IN THE LAND
OF SHINAR.” ‘

As soon as the leaden lid was removed from the
mouth of the Ephah, the Prophet beheld the
‘Woman, who had been hidden within it, preparing
to spring up from her imprisonment. But she was
not permitted to arise, the angel, exclaiming “ This
is Wickedness” (avouta), thrust her down into the
midst of the Ephah and ‘ cast the weight of lead
upon the mouth thereof.” Thus “ Wickedness ”
was hidden within the Ephah. ¢ Wickedness,”
when thus 