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EVIDENCE FROM SCRIPTURE RESPECTING THE

FUTURITY OF THE FINAL JUDGMENTS ON

BABYLON.

Theee are few names from which we more instinctively

shrink than that of BABEL or BABYLON. The very

occasion of the name was an act of God's judgment

upon evil. And it is so connected with the history of

human iniquity; the locality which it designates has

been so fearfully marked as a place of manifestation—

manifestation of evil on the part of man and of judg

ment on the part of God, that it stands peculiarly as a

memorial of proud ungodliness met by the visitation of

righteous vengeance from above. Whensoever Babylon

is mentioned in the Scripture, its name is a symbol of

concentrated iniquity. Evil may and does exist in

scattered elements everywhere. But there are occasions

on which God permits its concentration. He may allow

it to be concentrated either in individual men or in

places. Babylon is one of the places which exhibits

such concentration : and as God marks the history of

Babylon in His Word, and reveals the special form in

which evil will be there exhibited, and how He will in

judgment deal therewith, we learn the more easily the

lesson He intends to teach. The pattern is, as it were,

before our eyes, and we discern more simply the ways

of Satan, and the ways of God.

The earliest mention of Babel in the Scripture is

in connexion with the name of him who first after the

flood attained to greatness in the earth — greatness

apart from God. Nimrod was the grandson of Ham,

whose sin had called forth his father's curse. " The

sons of Ham," it is said, "were Cush and

Cush begat Nimrod : he began to be a mighty one in

B
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the earth. He was a mighty hunter before the Lord ;

wherefore, it is said, even as Nimrod the mighty hunter

before the Lord ; and the beginning of his kingdom

was BABEL IN THE LAND OF SHINAR." (Gen.

x. 7—10.) Thus " mightiness in the earth " and com

mencement of kingly rule are first mentioned in con

nexion with one, the seat of whose power was Babylon

and the land of Shinar. Nimrod—Nebuchadnezzar—

Antichrist, are, as we shall see, the three great names

connected with that region and with that city.

Immediately after this, the land of Shinar is again

mentioned as the place where men first united in

confederate action against God. God had commanded

diffusion. He willed that they should spread over the

earth. But they preferred to settle and to centralize.

They wished to make themselves a name, and disliked

as they said " being scattered abroad upon the face of

the whole earth." "And it came to pass, as they

journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in

THE LAND OF SHINAR; and they dwelt there.

And they said one to another, " Go to, let us make

brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick

for stone, and slime had they for mortar. And they

said, go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose

top may reach unto heaven ; and let us make us a name,

lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole

earth." But the Lord interfered : He came down :

confounded their speech, and scattered them. "The

Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face

of all the earth ; and they left off to build the city.

Therefore is the name of it called BABEL; because

the Lord did there confound the language of all the

earth : and from thence did the Lord scatter them

abroad upon the face of the whole earth." (Gen. xi.)

So early was the land of Shinar the scene of confederate

evil, and of judgment from the hand of God.

After this, ages roll away, and we hear nothing of

Babylon or of Shinar. It is casually mentioned as
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supplying the goodly garment * which tempted Achan

amongst the spoils of Jericho : but until Jerusalem had

been sufficiently tried, to see whether she would prove

herself worthy of being God's city, Babylon was kept

in abeyance. The founder of Babylon's greatness was

that great king who was raised up to scourge Jerusalem,

and who commenced the " Times of the Gentiles," by

receiving from God that endowment of power which

was taken from Israel, and remains vested in the Gen

tiles till Jerusalem shall be forgiven and cease to be

trodden down. It was Nebuchadnezzar who " walked

in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. The king

spake and said, Is not this great Babylon which I

have built for the house of the kingdom by the might

of my power and for the honour of my majesty ? " (Dan.

iv.) The greatness of Babylon therefore dates only

from Nebuchadnezzar.

Nevertheless, long before Nebuchadnezzar—whilst

as yet the glory of Babylon was not—its greatness is

mentioned in the Scripture prophetically. It pertains

to prophecy to describe things not yet come to pass : to

speak of things that are not as though they were.

Isaiah lived more than a hundred years before Nebu

chadnezzar. At that time Babylon was comparatively

insignificant and unknown : yet Isaiah speaks of it as

"the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees'

excellency "—"the golden city." He speaks of a glory

not seen as yet, and then describes its final doom. " It

shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah " :

it shall be " swept with the besom of destruction, saith

the Lord of hosts." Isaiah also declares that the same

almighty hand which was then about to raise up

Babylon to be the scourge of Israel, should finally be

stretched out to deliver Israel, and be turned in ven

geance upon Babylon and Babylon's last great king.

* " A goodly Babylonish garment," literally, " a goodly gar

ment of Shinar."



t AIDS TO PEOPHETIC ENQUIRY.

Accordingly, the chapter before us describes the glory

of Babylon, the fall of Babylon, the release of Israel. It

will be for us to consider whether these predictions have

been FINALLY accomplished, or whether the great

burden of this prophecy remains yet to be fulfilled.

The thirteenth chapter of Isaiah, and the fourteenth

as far as the end of the twenty-seventh verse, should

be read as one prophecy. The subject is continuous

throughout, and is concluded by these words : " The

Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have

thought so shall it come to pass, and as I have pur

posed so shall it stand, that I will break the Assyrian

in my land, and upon my mountains tread him under

foot; THEN shall his yoke depart from off them

(Israel) and his burden depart from off their (Israel's)

shoulders. This is the purpose that is purposed upon

the whole earth, and this is the hand that is stretched

out upon all the nations. For the Lord of. hosts hath

purposed, and who shall disannul it, and his hand is

stretched out, and who shall turn it back ? "

These are remarkable and solemn words, and certainly

we cannot say that they have been fulfilled. Will any

one affirm that God's purpose which He hath purposed

upon the whole earth was accomplished when Babylon

was overthrown by the Medes and Persians ? Did the

hand that is stretched out over all the nations, then

fulfil its ultimate designs ? Was the Assyrian then

trodden under foot in THE LAND AND ON THE

MOUNTAINS OF ISRAEL, and that at a time when

the yoke of bondage is finally broken from off the neck

of Israel ? If this were so we should no longer see

Jerusalem trodden down. The " times of the Gentiles "

would have ended : Israel would be gathered, and

Jerusalem be "a praise in the earth." The concluding

words of this prophecy, therefore, might alone convince

us that it yet remains to be fulfilled.

The thirteenth and fourteenth chapters should, as I

have already said, be read continuously until the end
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of the twenty- seventh verse of the fourteenth chapter.

In comparing however the two chapters this difference

may be noticed, that the thirteenth dwells exclusively

on the glory and fall of Babylon the city ; whereas the

fourteenth dwells principally on the glory and downfal

of Babylon's King. I say principally, because Babylon

is distinctly referred to in the fourteenth chapter. It is

there called " the golden city " ; and there also we find

this record of its doom. " I will rise up against them,

saith the Lord of hosts, and cut off from Babylon the

name, and remnant, and son, and nephew, saith the

Lord. I will also make it a possession for the bittern,

and pools of water : and I will sweep it with the besom

of destruction, saith the Lord of hosts."

And will any one read the fourteenth chapter of

Isaiah as a whole and say that it has been fulfilled?

Has he yet appeared among the nations who is here

styled Lucifer, i.e., the bringer of light— the day-star?

Has there been as yet any one who, after arrogating to

himself the place of Christ, and professing to be to the

nations as the bright and morning star, and taking his

seat upon the Mount of the congregation (i.e., Mount

Zion) on the sides of the north, saying, " I will ascend

above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most

High," has been, because of this blasphemy, smitten

and brought down to Hades, to the sides of the pit ?

We have never yet seen such blasphemous assumption

as this, neither have we seen judgment exercised

thereon. He has not yet appeared, who on descending

into Hades, shall be there saluted in solemn irony by

the kings of the nations as one greater than they all—

the greatest of all monarchs and of all conquerors, but

who is at last cast out, dishonoured like " a dishonour

able branch, as a carcase trodden under foot." 'No

such king of Babylon has as yet existed—none such

been destroyed. The events here spoken of are not

accomplished ; neither can be, till the hour comes for

" the times of the Gentiles " to end, and for the yoke

b 2
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to be broken from off the neck of Israel. Twice is

this marked in this chapter. One passage has been

already quoted—the other is as follows: "It shall

come to pass in the day that the Lord shall give thee

(». Israel) rest from thy sorrow, and from thy fear,

and from the hard bondage wherein thou wast made to

serve, that thou shalt take up this proverb against the

king of Babylon, and say, " How hath the oppressor

ceased ! the golden city ceased ! The period then of the

destruction of this king of Babylon is marked in Scrip

ture as being the time when Israel shall be forgiven,

made to rest, and caused to rule over their oppressors.

No one can deny that that hour is future. A king of

Babylon will arise who shall be visited with destruction

THEN.

Few, I believe, attempt to question the futurity of the

fourteenth of Isaiah.* If then it be admitted that this

KING is yet to be— if he be in this chapter expressly

styled "king of Babylon," and also "the Assyrian," is

it possible that he should be so great, so wonderfully

glorious, and that Babylon and Assyria, whose king he

is, should be unconnected with that greatness ? Could

Babylon's king be so great, and Babylon itself be no-

* See, for example, both Lowth and Horsley. Lowth, com

menting on the words, " shall yet choose Israel," which occur

in the first verse of the fourteenth chapter, observes : " Cir

cumstances mentioned in this and the next verse, which did

not in any complete sense accompany the return from the

captivity of Babylon, seem to intimate that the whole prophecy

extends its view beyond that event."—Lowth.

Bishop Horsley also, commenting on the thirteenth verse of

the fourteenth chapter, says : " The schemes of impious am

bition ascribed in this verse to the Babylonian despot, suit

exactly with the character of the Man of Sin, as delineated by

Daniel and St. Paul, and seem to indicate that the prophecy

extends to much later times than those of the Babylonian

Empire. The Babylonian monarchs were in some measure

types of Antichrist, as they seem to have affected divine

honours. Vitringa conceives that there is a manifest allusion

to Antichrist in this passage."
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thing ? Nor is there any ambiguity in the name Babylon.

It is expressly said in this passage to be " the beauty

of the Chaldees' excellency" (Isa. xiii. 19); and the

mention of Assyria marks it beyond a doubt as being

the Euphratean city. The futurity, therefore, of the

king as glorious, involves the futurity of his city as

glorious. Indeed the period of their fall is distinctly

spoken of as being cotemporaneous. Let the twenty-

first and succeeding verses of the fourteenth chapter

be well considered. They are as follow : " Prepare

slaughter for HIS (i.e., the wicked king's) children for

the iniquity of their fathers : that they do not rise,

nor possess the land, nor fill the face of the world with

cities. FOR I will rise up against THEM, saith the

Lord of Hosts, and cut off from Babylon the name, and

remnant, and son, and nephew, saith the Lord. I will

also make it a possession for the bittern, and pools of

water : and I will sweep it with the besom of destruc

tion, saith the Lord of hosts." Here then is a de

struction of this wicked king's children plainly spoken

of.* But at what time? At a time when the Lord

rises up against Babylon—when He cuts off from

Babylon name and remnant, son and nephew—when

He sweeps Babylon with the besom of destruction. If

then the destruction of this wicked king is yet future

(and this is admitted by Lowth, Horsley, and Vitringa),

it follows that this final desolation of Babylon is future

likewise. f

But it will be said, perhaps, how can this be ? Has

not Babylon already been smitten ? Has it not already

* The children here spoken of appear to be his subjects—

the inhabitants of his cities. Hence the mention of their

fathers—not their father, which would have been the expres

sion used if they were regarded as born of him.

+ Lowth (referring to Herodotus i. 199, and to Strabo, lib.

xvi. for confirmation) very properly observes on this passage

(Isaiah xiv. 25) that the Assyrians and the Babylonians are

the same people. Babylon is reckoned the principal city in
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been swept with the besom of destruction ? Our

answer is—not at the time and with the concomitant

circumstances specified in the passage just quoted. It

is true indeed that the Euphratean countries have been

smitten—sorely smitten under the hand of God. God

is wont in His goodness to give premonitory blows—

He is accustomed to warn before He finally destroys.

Egypt, Jerusalem, and many other places, have all

experienced premonitory desolations, and so has Ba

bylon. Its present ruin (which came on it slowly,

and if I may so speak, gently) is a memorial of what

God's righteous vengeance can do, and a warning of

what it will more terribly db, if human pride in con

tempt of all His admonitions, shall again attempt to

rear its goodly palaces where He has written desolation.

But if it be the habit of God thus graciously to warn,

it is equally the habit of man to say, " The bricks are

fallen down, but we will build with hewn stone ; the

sycamores are cut down, but we will change them into

cedars." Unbidden, the hand of man revives what

God has smitten. Without therefore undervaluing the

Assyria." The truth is, that we are in the Scripture concerned

with two periods of Assyrian history—the first extending from

Pul to Nabopalassar, the father of Nebuchadnezzar— during

this period Nineveh, not Babylon, was the head of Assyria.

But Nabopalassar, who was governor of Babylon under the

king of Nineveh, revolted, and uniting with the king of the

Medes, attacked and overthrew his sovereign, the king of

Nineveh ; and after this, Babylon was always the head of As

syria. Thus there are some passages in Scripture, that is to

say, those which refer to the period before Nineveh was over

thrown, which speak of the king of Assyria as a different

person from the ruler of Babylon (see for example Jeremiah

1. 18,) but this is never the case when the period after Nabopa

lassar and Nebuchadnezzar is referred to. " The Ancient

Universal History " may be consulted as giving an excellent

abstract of early Assyrian history— excellent and clear, because

it takes Scripture as the primary guide of its statements, and

does not, like some other writers on this subject, make the

statements of Scripture secondary to those of profane historians.
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lesson given by past visitations of God's judgments—

without hiding, but rather seeking to proclaim the

reality and extent of the ruin His holy hand has

wrought, we have also to testify, that the hand of man

uncommissioned from above will, sooner or later, re

construct the fabric of its greatness—its last evil great

ness, on the very plains which teem with the memorials

of a ruin entailed by former and yet unrepented of

transgressions. Egypt, Damascus, Palestine, and in a

measure, Jerusalem, are already being revived. And

if these and neighbouring countries which have been

visited by inflictions similar to those which have fallen

on Babylon, are yet to revive and flourish with an evil

prosperity at the time of the end, why should Babylon

be made an exception ? Why should Egypt and Edom,

and Moab and Ammon, and Jerusalem again revive, and

Babylon remain a solitary exception to the general rule

of Eastern renovation ?

It will, perhaps, be said that a doom peculiarly se

vere is pronounced against Babylon. But it is not more

severe than that pronounced against Edom ; scarcely

more severe than the doom of Ammon and of Moab;

and yet we know that these countries are to revive for

a little period, before they are visited with their final

blow. A premonitory stroke has it is true, fallen on

those countries and on their cities. Indeed nothing ex

cept the last great hour of accomplishment, when the

day of the Lord shall really come, and when " the

streams of Edom shall be turned into pitch, and the

dust thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall

become burning pitch : it shall not be quenched night

nor day ; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever : from

generation to generation it shall lie waste ; none

shall pass through it for ever and ever"*—nothing

except the results of that great day of final visitation

could exceed the ruin that has already fallen upon

* Isa. xxxiv. 0, 10.
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Edom. Where then, it will be said, is the proof of

its temporary revival? It is found in a prediction

given at the close of the eleventh of Daniel. That

passage describes the victorious progress of the last

great king of the Gentile dynasty—the last oppressor

of Israel, who after planting the tabernacles of his

palace in the glorious holy mountain (i.e., Zion) shall

come to his end, at the time when Michael shall stand

up and Israel be delivered, and the saints who sleep,

arise. The futurity of these events, and of the whole

connected passage, is unquestionable. Few dispute

its futurity. Nothing is more certain than that the

power and conquests of this last great king of the

Gentiles is future. What then at that time will be the

condition of Moab, and Ammon, and Edom ? Will they

remain in their present desolation ? No ! . They will

not only be re-peopled, but they will be strong enough

to escape out of the hands of that great monarch.

" He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the coun

tries : and the land of Egypt shall not escape

the Lybians and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps :

but these shall escape out of his hand, even

Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Am

mon." Edom, therefore, must be restored at that hour;

and not only restored, but restored to strength. If

Edom then is to be thus restored it would seem very

unlikely that Babylon should not be restored, especially

when we remember that this great monarch from whom

Edom escapes, is the king of Babylon.

On Jerusalem also, days of peculiar vengeance are

resting ; yet Jerusalem is to be revived and to flourish

for a little with a false prosperity, whereby Satan will

endeavour to counterfeit the millennium of God. In a

former treatise we have seen abundant evidence of the

return of Israel to Jerusalem in unbelief, and of their

there developing those energies of evil which Antichrist

will concentrate around himself, and, constructing out of

them the fabric of his own greatness, glorify himself
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on Zion. Can "we then conceive it to be possible that

the wealth, and intelligence, and mercantile energy of

the Jews should be planted in Palestine, and that

Babylon and the Euphratean district should remain

unaffected thereby ? When a nation of traffickers like

the Jews shall re-occupy Palestine, the Euphrates

.would be to them as necessary as the Rhine to Ger

many, or the Thames to London. The Euphrates would

be Israel's great channel of communication with the

Indian Beas—not to speak of the commerce which

would flow towards the Tigris and the Euphrates from

the central and northern districts of Asia. The land

of Israel, by the very circumstance of its position, will

be to the world, what Corinth was to Greece— the

Isthmus over which the commerce of the nations will

pass. Even already the Euphrates has been coveted

by our own mercantile country. It would be strange

therefore, if there should arise on its banks no city of

which it might be said that " her merchants were the

great men of the earth." A miracle might indeed be

wrought to prevent the revival of Babylon ; but surely

it would be nothing short of miraculous for Israel to be

restored and to nourish in Palestine, and for Babylon to

remain a desolation.

That the blow therefore which has already fallen

upon Babylon should be regarded as premonitory only,

so far from being inconsistent with the method of the

Divine acting in other similar cases, is on the contrary in

strict harmony therewith ; and so strongly do present

facts as well as events known from Scripture as about

to occur in the land of Israel and in the East, indicate

the likelihood of Babylon's restoration, that, even if

Scripture were silent respecting its final history, we

should nevertheless conclude that its revival was not

only antecedently probable, but well nigh certain.

On questions however, like these, we rest nothing

on mere probabilities. Antecedent probabilities may

be collaterally referred to ; but they cannot be depended
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on for proof. They may show the unreasonableness of

certain prejudices by which we create for ourselves

difficulties, and impede our own progress in learning

from the Scripture ; but on probabilities we can ground

no conclusion. Our conclusion, if any be arrived at,

must be distinctly founded on the word of God. Let

us return therefore to the direct evidence of Scripture.

I say return, because it must be remembered that

many arguments immediately derived from Scripture

have been already given. It has been shown that the

last great Gentile persecutor of Israel is yet to come—

that he is called in Scripture "the king of Babylon"

and "the Assyrian"—that his fall is expressly con

nected with the period when Babylon itself shall be

swept with the besom of destruction—all this has

been already proved from Scripture. It has been shown

also that the fall of Babylon and its king is to be co

incident with the period when Israel is to be forgiven

and restored to their own land in blessing. " Her

time (i.e. Babylon's time) is near to come, and her days

shall not be prolonged ; FOB, the Lord will have mercy

on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set them in

their own land ; and the strangers shall be joined with

them, and they shall cleave to the house of Jacob : and

the peoples shall take them, and bring them to their

place : and the house of Israel shall possess them in

the land of the Lord for servants and handmaids : and

they shall take them captives, whose captives they were ;

and they shall rule over their oppressors. And it shall

come to pass in the day that the Lord shall give thee

(Israel) rest from thy sorrow, and from thy fear, and

from the hard bondage wherein thou Wast made to serve,

that thou shalt take up this proverb against the king of

Babylon, and say, How hath the oppressor ceased ! the

golden city ceased ! " This passage and the twenty-fifth

verse of the same chapter, so distinctly fix the period

of Babylon's final destruction as being when Israel is

forgiven, and not only forgiven but made to "rule over
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its oppressors," that the whole conclusion might be

safely allowed to rest upon the testimony of the four

teenth chapter alone. It constrains us to admit that

Babylon, and Babylon's king, and Assyria, are mighty

and prosperous when the time comes for Israel to be

forgiven. Babylon may be addressed as "the golden

city" then; but its hour will have come—it will be

smitten never to rise again.

Let us however see how this conclusion is confirmed

by other parts of Scripture. The commencement of

the fiftieth chapter of Jeremiah speaks of a desolation

that is to fall not only on Babylon, but on THE LAND

of Babylon. " Out of the north there conieth up a

nation against her, which shall make her LAND deso

late, and none shall dwell therein : they shall remove, they

shall depart, both man and beast. In those days, and in

that time, saith the Lord, the children of Israel shall

come, they and the children of Judah together, going

and weeping: they shall go, and seek the Lord their

God. They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces

thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to

the Lord in a perpetual covenant that shall not be for

gotten." (Jer. 1. 4, 5.) These words can scarcely need

any comment. Great as the desolation is that has al

ready visited Babylon, yet neither the land nor the city

has been so desolate as for no one to dwell therein, and

for man and beast to be removed. Moreover, if a deso

lation adequately great had rested upon Babylon, yet it

cannot be that here spoken of. It must recur again—

for the time is here marked as being when Israel and

Judah together (and since Rehoboam's time they have

never been united) shall not only seek the Lord, but

"join themselves to Him in a perpetual covenant that

shall not be forgotten." The eighteenth verse of the

same chapter is to the like effect. "Therefore thus

saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I

will punish the king of Babylon and his land, as I have

punished the king of Assyria. And I will bring Israel

c
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again to his habitation, and he shall feed on Carmel

and Bashan, and his soul shall be satisfied upon Mount

Ephraim and Gilead. IN THOSE DAYS, AND IN

THAT TIME, saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel

shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the

sins of Judah, and they shall not be found : for I will

pardon them whom I reserve."

We require not many arguments, nor many texts to

establish a fact once plainly stated in the word of God.

" In those days, and in that time," are words sufficiently

definite, and therefore even if all appearances should

seem to contradict, if difficulty were accumulated on dif

ficulty, we should still be bound to submit our judg

ments and to believe that the final blow is to fall on

Babylon at a time " when the iniquity of Jacob shall

be sought for and there shall be none, and the sins of

Judah, and they shall not be found : "—That manifestly

is a time yet to come.

And can we candidly read the thirteenth chapter of

Isaiah and say that it would lead to any other conclu

sion? The subject of that chapter is the coming of

" the day of the Lord " upon Babylon, " the beauty of

the Chaldees' excellency." "The day of the Lord" is

an expression too often used in the Prophets, and too

definitely marked by its own solemn characteristics, to

be a term of ambiguous meaning. The second chapter

of this same Prophet reveals the character of that great

day. " Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust,

for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty.

The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haugh

tiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone

shall be exalted in that day. For the day of the Lord

of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty,

and upon every one that is lifted up ; and he shall be

brought low ; and upon all the cedars of Lebanon that

are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan.

And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills

that are lifted up, and upon every high tower, and upon



THE FINAL JUDGMENTS ON BABYLON. 15

every fenced wall, and upon all the ships of Tarshish,

and upon all pleasant pictures : and the loftiness of

man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men

shall be made low ; and the Lord alone shall be exalted

in that day. And the idols he shall utterly abolish.

And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into

the caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for

the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake

terribly the earth. In that day a man shall cast his

idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which they made

each one for himself to worship, to the moles and

to the bats; to go into the clefts of the rocks, and

into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord,

and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth

to shake terribly the earth. Cease ye from man, whose

breath is in his nostrils : for wherein is he to be ac

counted of?"

Such are the events revealed as characterising THE

BAT OF THE LORD. It would be fearful temerity to

seek to weaken the force of this most solemn testimony,

or to take from the language one jot or tittle of its

proper power. And if in the second chapter of Isaiah

the day of the Lord be future, is it not future also in

the thirteenth chapter? The characteristics are the

same : " Howl ye ; for the day of the Lord is at hand ;

it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty

Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with

wrath and fierce anger, to lay the LAND desolate : and

he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. For the

stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not

give their light : the sun shall be darkened in his going

forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.

' And I will punish the WORLD for their evil, and the

wicked for their iniquity ; and I will cause the arro-

gancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haugh

tiness of the terrible. I will make a man more precious

than fine gold, even a man than the golden wedge of

Ophir. Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the
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earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of

the Lord of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger."

The testimony of this passage is not less distinct,

not less solemn, than that of the second chapter. The

two chapters are in strict accordance : indeed there is

almost a verbal similarity of expression. Both speak

of that day as being THE DAY of the Lord : both

speak of the loftiness of man being bowed down and

the haughtiness of men laid low : both describe the

visitation as affecting all human life : both say that the

earth shall be shaken, and the thirteenth chapter adds,

"the heavens also." "I will shake the heavens, and

the earth shall remove out of her place. The stars of

heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give

their light : the sun shall be darkened in his going

forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine."

Those who expect the second appearing of the great

God our Saviour, Jesus Christ ; who believe that His

feet shall indeed stand (according to the words of

Zechariah) upon the Mount of Olives ; that He " shall

come and all His saints with Him," will easily recog

nise what period is designated, whenever the heavens

and earth are mentioned as being shaken, or when the

sun, moon, and stars are described as ceasing to shine.

But if such words do not mean what they seem to

mean; if when it is said in Matthew xxiv., "Imme

diately after the tribulation of those days the sun shall

be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and

the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the

heavens shall be shaken"; if all that is meant by this

is, that Jerusalem should be taken by the Bomans ; and

if the similar expressions before us are intended to de

note the taking of Babylon by Cyrus ; if on that night

of revelry, when an almost bloodless victory caused

the sceptre of Babylon quietly to pass from one monarch

to another ; when the heavens continued to shine on in

their tranquillity ; when the earth remained unshaken ;

when no wasting destruction fell even upon Babylon,
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none upon its Land, none upon the world ; when human

pride, instead of being abased, nourished even more

abundantly than before—if we are to be told that such

events as these (events peaceful rather than destructive,

at any rate as regards the world) fulfil the predictions

of Isaiah respecting the Day of the Lord, then we may

as well renounce as hopeless the interpretation of Holy

Writ : we must say that there are no rules to guide us

in understanding its language, and we may at once re

sign the field of Scripture exposition to the speculations

and scepticism of neologian infidelity.

But I trust that it shall not be so. I trust that we

will steadily refuse to believe that the Day of the Lord

has come. We neither believe that the world has as yet

been punished for its iniquity, nor that such desolation

has visited either the Land of Babylon, or any other

land, as for a man to be made more rare than fine gold

—nor that the heavens and earth have been shaken—nor

that the sun, the moon, and stars have been darkened

—nor that the haughtiness of man has been laid low.

Strange that we should be asked to believe this just

at a moment when the proud voice of man's self-com

placency is sounding more loudly than ever in our ears.

But we believe it not. We wait for the accomplishment

of these things, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed

in His glory. We remember the words of the Apostle :

" Now hath he promised, saying, Yet once more I shake

not the earth only, but also heaven." Thus then, even

if we were confined to the testimony of the thirteenth

of Isaiah alone, we should sufflciently know that there

is an hour of yet future visitation awaiting Babylon, and

the world also.

And how on any other supposition could we explain

such words as these which occur in other parts of the

prophetic writings ? " At the noise of the taking of

Babylon the earth is moved, and the cry is heard among

the nations " ? Was it so when Babylon was formerly

captured, and the kingdom quietly passed on to Darius

c 2
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the Mede ? And have the following words been ful

filled ? " Therefore, behold the days come that I will

do judgment upon the graven images of Babylon, and

her whole Land shall be confounded, and all her slain

shall fall in the midst of her. Then the heaven and

the earth, and all that is therein shall sing for Babylon

As Babylon hath caused the slain of Israel to

fall, so at Babylon shall fall the slain of all the earth ! "

(Jer. li. 47—49.) Have the slain of all the earth thus

fallen at Babylon ? Have the heavens and the earth,

and all that is therein, rejoiced over her? When

Babylon passed into the hand of the Medes there was

little occasion for such joy. It made little difference

to the earth whether Babylon was reigned over by

Chaldeans, or by Persians, or Greeks, or Romans.

There was little cause for thanksgiving in such transfer

of authority from one proud hand to another. But if

there be a fall of Babylon that is to be immediately

succeeded by the kingdom of Him, of whom it is said,

"All nations shall call Him blessed:" if the joy of

deliverance from Babylon is to be accompanied by the

joy of God's manifested salvation, when "the floods

shall clap their hands, and the hills shall be joyful

together before the Lord ; for he cometh, he cometh to

judge the earth : with righteousness shall he judge the

world, and the peoples with equity"—if such, I say,

be the sequence to Babylon's destruction, then there is,

indeed, sufficient reason why Heaven and earth, and all

that is therein should sing for Babylon. Then we can

understand why in the Revelation also it should be

said, "Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy

apostles and prophets, for God hath avenged you on

her." We can understand also how it may be said of

such an event, "This is the purpose that is purposed

upon the whole earth, and this is the hand that is

stretched out upon all the nations."

Jeremiah and the Revelation alike speak of the

suddenness of the blow which is to destroy Babylon.
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" Babylon is suddenly fallen : howl for her." (Jer. li. 8.)

" Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city !

for in one hour is thy judgment come. Alas, alas, that

great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple,

and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones,

and pearls ! For in one hour so great riches is come to

nought." (Rev. xviii.) Has there been any thing in

the past history of Babylon to verify these words ?

Its capture by the Persians is recorded in the Scripture

thus : "In that night was Belshazzar the king of the

Chaldeans slain, and Darius the Mediun took the king

dom." (Dan. v.) It was the quiet transfer of power

from one dynasty to another : and under this first

Median prince, Babylon rested just as securely as it did

under the Chaldeans before. Alexander the Great,

after conquering Persia, selected it as the intended

capital of his vast dominions, and died there in the

midst of a greatness that was making Babylon for a

season a kind of metropolitan centre to the earth.

This was very unlike sudden desolation. In the follow

ing chapter I give a sketch of its gradual declension.

It will be seen that its fall has been any thing rather

than sudden. Its judgments have never come yet in one

hour. .Slow and almost undiscernible decay has been

the characteristic of its decline.

The argument which has principally been relied on

to disprove the revival and future fall of Babylon, is its

present condition of desolation. Now, supposing that

the desolation of Babylon and its Land were ten times

greater than it is; suppose that "there were removed

out of her both man and beast," and that "no son of

man dwelt therein " ; how would this show that it was

either impossible or unlikely for God to permit a tem

porary revival out of this ruin? Is any extent of

desolation too great to be reached by His hand ? Even

then, if the desolation of Babylon had already attained

a point which adequately answered to the predictions

of the Scripture respecting it, yet, seeing that the
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prophecy would not be fulfilled, unless that point of

ruin were reached exactly in the mode and at the time

predicted, it would be necessary for revival to be per

mitted, in order for Scripture to be accomplished.

But it is not true that that fulness of desolation

predicted against Babylon and its Land has ever yet

fallen upon either. " The LAND of Babylon," so far

from being emptied "both of man and beast," is able

to return a princely revenue to its Turkish masters;

and even on the very site of Babylon itself, there

stands in the midst of its ruins, a city, several villages,

and numberless gardens and date groves, whose fertility

is proverbial. The Arabian also still pitches his tent

there. Indeed, it is any thing rather than " as when

God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah." The evidence

of this I reserve for a following chapter.

Nor must we forget the effect produced on minds

around us, by our seeking to prove the truth and accu

racy of Scripture prediction by appealing to facts which

are not capable of being strictly. substantiated. When

our appeal fails, when ascertained facts contradict our

assertions, the sceptical triumph—the sincere enquirer

is troubled. Truth does not prevail, save when defended

by its own weapons. Accordingly, of late, writers on

prophecy have been challenged to prove the accordance

between their statements and facts. How can it be

true, it is asked, that " Damascus is taken away from

being a city, and become a ruinous heap," when it is

well known to have escaped the desolations which have

fallen on so many other of the Eastern cities, and still

remains a city, and is even increasing in prosperity. A

similar question is asked respecting Tyre.* It might

* " I employed the whole of the 7th instant in examining the

the town (Tyre) about the miraculous decadence of which so

much has been said, and continues to be repeated by travellers.

Yet, to an unbiassed observer, it appeared to share only in the

general fate of all cities of the coast, and could indeed claim a
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be asked equally respecting Egypt or Edom. And how-

could we reply to this challenge ? Shall we boldly

deny facts, and argue against realities; or shall we

speak the truth, and say that these places have not yet

received their final blow— that their prosperity will

revive for a short moment—that their judgment is re

served for the coming of the Day of the Lord,—the

hour when He will forgive and bless Israel ?

Nor, because we say that Babylon can only be finally

destroyed at the time, and under the circumstances speci

fied in the Scripture, and that its desolation must not

more prosperous fortune than Gaza, Ascalon, or Cesarea, all

famous cities in their time.

" Tyre, therefore, described as so ruinous by some travellers,

was now a flourishing town, to which additions were daily mak

ing in houses and inhabitants The walls of Tyre, in the

state in which I saw them, were a very recent and insignificant

work ; but in parts might be discerned the remains of a wall of

older date The houses were of stone, and some of them

had very handsome upper apartments, commanding an exten

sive prospect. At this time houses and warehouses were build

ing on the strand to the north, facing the basin Pococke,

who saw the flourishing state of Tyre even in 1737, not knowing

how to reconcile it with the words of Bzekiel xxvi. 14, and

xxviii. 19, says that the prophecy must be understood of the

ancient city on the continent. He adds, ' It is a place where

they export great quantities of corn, and Malta itself is supplied

from this place.'—Vol. ii. p. 88. fol. Surely a port which sup

plies Malta must be a populous and thriving one ! I know that

evidence contrary to this may be brought from the relations of

other travellers, and I believe that the particular bias of a per

son's mind has much to do with the colouring he gives to ob

jects. It would be well if commentators on prophecy would

consider that Antioch, Ascalon, Berytus, Cesarea, Decapolis,

Emessa, Famagusta, Gebayl, Heliopolis or Balbee, Laodicea,

Palmyra or Tadmur, and other cities, the rivals in commerce

and luxury of Tyre, will be found fallen from their flourishing

greatness, many of them lower than it; and yet against the

greater part of them there is no denunciation at all in the pro

phetic writings. On the other hand, we read (Isaiah xvii. 1.)

' Behold, Damascus is taken away from being a city, and it shall
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be one tittle less than that predicted, do we therefore

undervalue the lesson taught by the premonitory blow.

"Not do we because we maintain Babylon means Baby

lon, thereby object to other countries or cities being

regarded as Babylon, if the moral features and habits

of Babylon be found attaching to them. Jerusalem may,

spiritually, be called Sodom and Egypt, when the cha

racteristic sins of Sodom and of Egypt are found in her.

But this does not cause Sodom to be other than Sodom,

nor Egypt to cease to be Egypt. Because we say that

human evil will yet find a point of centralization in the

land of Shinar and in Babylon, we do not on that

account refuse to see the responsibilities of Babylon,

wherever Babylon's lineaments are found. Application

of Scripture is most legitimate when its primary sense

has first been determined by careful and accurate inter

pretation. If interpretation, however, has not first de

finitely fixed the primary meaning, our applications

be a ruinous heap'; yet in spite of its doom, so emphatically

predicted, Damascus has flourished from that time until now.

The editor of the ' The Monthly Beview' for November, 1822,

looking at the account of Tyre given by Mr. Buckingham, whose

travels he is reviewing, and who states that he saw 800 sub

stantial houses, containing full 8,000 inhabitants, is staggered

at the assertion, and confronts with it the testimony of Maun-

drell, Bruce, Joliffe, and some others But, perhaps, a

means for settling his doubts may be found, when he is told

that the houses of Tyre were equally good with those at Jaffa

and Acre, two neighbouring towns, which have not fallen under

the prophet's interdict, and that therefore no manifestation of

the divine wrath can be said to have descended more on it than

on the two others Tyre has two ports. The inner

seemed to have been formed by two moles, enclosing a basin

perhaps 250 yards across The out port or road is con

sidered as one of the best along the coast of Syria. It is formed

by a broken ledge of rocks running north from the peninsula.

Were the intervals between the rocks filled up, so as to make a

continued breakwater, a capacious and nearly a safe port might

be formed," (Extract from Travels of Lady Hester Stanhope,

&c, narrated by her Physician, vol. iii. p. 196.)
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must be not only vague and indefinite, but seeing that

they are not guided by the great substantive facts of

revelation, they must necessarily be fanciful and erro

neous. Ascertained facts may lead us to principles,

but principles can never antecedently determine facts.
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GRADUAL DECLEN

SION OF BABYLON.

Before we proceed to consider further tie evidence of

Scripture, it may be desirable to give a brief abstract

of the history of Babylon's fall. It will show how

gradual that fall was ; and that there is evidence of its

having been inhabited by a few, even during the period

of its lowest degradation.

About the year 541 B.C. it was taken by Cyrus, and

Belshazzar was slain. The Scripture records Bel-

shazzar's death only. Herodotus speaks of the capture,

but makes no mention of any massacre. It is certain

that under Cyrus, whose uncle Cyaxares (called in

Scripture Darius the Mede) was made governor, Baby

lon continued to flourish.

The first great blow it received was when it revolted

from the Persians some years after. It was recaptured

about the year B.C. 516 after a siege of twenty months,

by Darius Hystaspes, who punished the inhabitants

severely, destroyed about 3,000 of the principal citizens,

and the outer walls.

Some years after, Xerxes went to Babylon and

plundered the celebrated Temple of Belus, which

former conquerors had respected. The Babylonians

were irritated, attempted a revolt—failed—and were

punished by the utter destruction of their great temple,

which Xerxes caused to be levelled.

Nevertheless, in the time of Alexander the Great,

Babylon continued strong enough to have attempted
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resistance against him, if it had seen fit to do so. But,

on the contrary, it opened its gates willingly to him

and to his army. "When Alexander left Arbela," *

says Arrian, " he hasted straight to Babylon, and when

he came nigh to the city he drew up his whole army in

order of battle ; but the Babylonians having notice of

his approach, threw open their gates, and in vast

multitudes, with their priests and chief men, went out

to meet him, offering him great gifts, besides delivering

the city, the tower, and the royal treasure into his

hands. Alexander, entering the city, commanded the

Babylonians to rebuild the temples which Xerxes had

destroyed, and especially the temple of Belus, whom

the Babylonians worshipped as their chief god. He

consulted the Chaldeans in this city about the resto

ration of the temples, and whatever they advised he

performed ; and in particular by their advice he offered

sacrifice to Belus."

This extract most clearly shows that Babylon was a

place of considerable importance during the whole

period of the Persian dynasty. It was not, therefore,

suddenly destroyed either by Cyrus or any of his

successors. On the contrary, it passed as one of the

chief cities of the earth into the hands of Alexander.

Alexander's intention of restoring the temple of

Belus, and making Babylon the "metropolis of an

universal empire," was frustrated by his death; and

after this, Babylon commenced more speedily to decline.

It suffered much in the wars which ensued amongst his

generals, previous to the final partition of his do

minions into four kingdoms. Babylon fell to the share

of Seleucas, who by the building of Seleucia in its

neighbourhood, did more to effect its downfall than any

of its previous conquerors. "None of Alexander's

successors," says Strabo, "ever cared any more for

Babylon; and the remains of that city were entirely

* The battle of Arbela was B.C. 331.
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neglected. The Persians destroyed one part of it, and

time and the indifference of the Macedonian princes

completed its ruin, especially after Seleucus Nicator

had built Seleucia in its neighbourhood. This prince

and his successors manifested a decided preference to

the latter place, and fixed there the capital of their

empire. At the present time (Strabo lived in the time

of Tiberius) Seleucia is actually a much more con

siderable city than Babylon, which is to a great degree

deserted."

From this extract it appears, that so late as the time

of Strabo, Babylon was only "to a great degree de

serted."

In the reign of Caligula a persecution was kindled

against the Jews. Many of them fled for refuge to

Babylon, where they were attacked and massacred:

Babylon also suffered. Those who escaped the sword

being unable to support the cruel exactions to which

they were exposed in Babylon, migrated to Seleucia.

Six years after, the plague visited Babylon. These

were fresh causes operating to the further reduction of

that city.

In the reigns of the immediately succeeding Em

perors, Babylon is but slightly mentioned. About

this time, however, probably in the year 64 of the

Christian era, when Babylon was under its Parthian

masters, St. Peter wrote his epistle there. Babylon at

that time, says Bengel, abounded in Jews. (Scatebat

Judaeis.)

Lucian of Samosata (a town not far from the Eu

phrates) who lived in the reign of Marcus Aurelius,

speaks of Babylon as a city that would soon disappear

as Nineveh had done. This mention, however, shows

that it had not yet disappeared.

Some of the early Christian writers speak of Babylon.

Jerome, for example, states that animals were kept

there for hunting by the kings of Persia. Theodoret,

who died A.D. 460, says that the city was no longer
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inhabited either by Assyrians or Chaldeans, but only

by some Jews, whose houses were few and scattered

abroad. Just after this period, however, it gave its name

to the celebrated Babylonian Talmud, which in the year

500 of our era was promulgated by the Academies of

Babylonia, and received by the Jews throughout the

world.*

Ibn Hankal in A. D. 91 7, speaks of Babel as a small

village. Even in the tenth century, therefore, it had

not wholly disappeared.

After this period, we have still evidence of the site

of Babylon being occupied. In Rich's second memoir

on the ruins of Babylon, we find the following passage,

"Before the foundation, or rather augmentation of

Hillah by Seif ud Dowlah, A.H. 495, (i.e., in the

year of the Hejira, 495, about 1100 of the Christian

era), there was a place there named Al Jamain, or the

two Mosques. The name Hillah, which was given it

after its having been enlarged and fortified, is derived

from an Arabic root signifying to rest, or take up one's

abode." (Page 162.)

Thus we have evidence that in A.D. 917, there was

a village named Babel on the site of Babylon : that in

A.D. 1100, there was a town there enlarged and for

tified, named Hillah : and that between these two dates,

there was a village on the same site as Hillah, named

Al Jamain, or the two Mosques.

Hillah still exists, and has a considerable population.

In A. D. 181 1, it was visited by Rich, whose description

is as follows : " It is meanly built, and its population

does not exceed between six and seven thousand, con

sisting of Arabs and Jews (who have one synagogue)

there being no Christians, and only such Turks as are

employed in the Government. It is divided into small

mahallas or parishes ; but there is only one mosque in

the town, all the other places of worship being mere

* See note at end of the chapter.
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ibadatgahs or oratories. The walls are of mud, and

present a truly contemptible appearance, but the present

Pa'sha of Bagdad has ordered a new wall to be con

structed of the finest Babylonian bricks. The gates

are three in number The gardens on both sides

of the river are very extensive, so that the town itself,

from a little distance, appears embosomed in a wood of

date trees The air is salubrious, and the soil

extremely fertile, producing great quantities of rice,

dates, and grain of different kinds, though it is not

cultivated to above half the degree of which it is

susceptible. The grand cause of this fertility is the

Euphrates."

The district of Hillah, which extends to a consider

able distance north and south, and includes the ruins

of Babylon, is governed by a Bey. Rich, received an

official statement of his revenue, derived from the pro

duce and merchandise of the district. It was 342,500

Turkish piastres. It is stated by Major Skinner, who

visited it in 1835, to have had 12,000 inhabitants in

1833.* He thus describes his approach to Hillah : "I

crossed by a bridge of boats to the west side, which

was broad and firm, over which I measured 170 paces,

giving to the breadth of the Euphrates more than 400

feet. The bridge was naturally a great thoroughfare,

and I passed it in company with many on horseback

and on foot The reach of the river below the

bridge reflected the rays of the setting sun, which had

just turned everything to gold, and the long groves of

date trees really glittered in the bosom of the stream."

—(P. 184.)

Another traveller thus describes his approach to Hil

lah :—" On gaining the summit of this large mass, (the

Mujelibe) we had the first sight of the Euphrates, flow-

* This, probably, is an overestimate. The plague which

visited both Hillah and Bagdad about that period, has consider

ably thinned the population of both those cities.
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ing majestically along through verdant banks, and its

serpentine course apparently losing itself in the palm

groves of Hillah, whose mosques and minarets we could

just perceive about five miles to the southward of us.

(Buckingham, p. 417.)

Now it is evident that a land (observe, I say land,—

not city)—that a land inhabited by an increasing popu

lation, able to return so large a revenue to its governors,

and having gardens and trees of such marked fruitful-

ness and beauty, cannot be said to be a " land desolate ;"

(Is. xiii. 9,) nor that "a man is made more rare than

fine gold;" (xiii. 12.) nor that " her land is made deso

late, so that no man shall dwell therein." (Jer. 1. 3.)

Moreover, how can it be said that the following words

are fulfilled : " They shall not take of thee a stone for

a corner, nor a stone for foundations, but thou shalt be

desolate for ever." (Jer. li. 26.) How is this true,

when it is certain that Hillah and various other cities

in the neighbourhood are built of materials taken from

the ruins of Babylon, and that the ruins are still con

tinually resorted to for this purpose, as is proved by the

testimony of every traveller in the district.* Even

then, if the whole area once included within the walls

of Babylon were utterly desolate, the condition of the

land of Babylon is such as to preclude the possibility of

the prophecies respecting its desolation being finally

fulfilled ; but that the site of ancient Babylon is not

uninhabited, is proved by the fact that Hillah stands

in the midst of the ruins of the ancient city. Not only

do the Arabians still pitch their tents among the ruins,

but an Arab town named " Best," for such is the mean-

* See, for example, Mignan's Travels in Chaldea, p. 177 :—

" Some of the ravines are full sixty feet deep, which may prin

cipally be attributed to the Arabs, who were constantly at work

to obtain the valuable bricks, which, from the vicinity of the

river, are with little trouble and expense conveyed to Hillah, or

any towns north or south.

D 2
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ing of Hillah, yet stands and increases on the site of

the ancient city. The evidence of this will be found

in the subsequent chapter.

The following Table of Bates may be found useful in

tracing the history of Babylon.

B. C. 759.—Isaiah prophecies.

626.—Nabopulassar takes Nineveh, and makes

himself king of Babylon.

607.—Nebuchadnezzar associated with his father.

541.—Cyrus takes Babylon.

516.—Recaptured after a seige of twenty months

by Darius Hystaspes.

478.—Ravaged by Xerxes.

330.—Visited by Alexander.

293.—Seleucia founded.

A. D. 64.—St. Peter wrote his Epistle from Babylon.*

460.—Babylon mentioned by Theodoret as still

habited by some Jews.

500.—Babylonian Talmud promulgated.

917.—Babel, mentioned by Ibn Hankal as a

small village on the site of Babylon.

1100.—The village of Al Jamain, afterwards

named Hillah, on the same site, en

larged and fortified by Seif ud Dowlah.

1811.—Described by Bich as containing six or

seven thousand inhabitants.

1833.—Mentioned by Major Skinner, with an in

creased population of twelve thousand

inhabitants.

* See I Peter v. 13. " The church that is at Babylon." That

Babylon on the Euphrates is the city spoken of in this passage

is now very generally conceded. (See, for example, Bengel in

loco.)

" It is needless to understand Babylon to be a mystical desig
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nation of Home or a Babylon in Egypt." (Kirchhofer Quellen-

sammlung, 268.)

" Hence we see why Peter the Apostle of the circumcision

went to Babylon—the Parthian Babylon. It was the head

quarters of those whom he had addressed with such wonderful

success at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, and who are

namedfirst in order by the inspired historian of the Acts.

Hence we see why, being at Babylon, St. Peter addressed an

Epistle to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,

Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. They were derived from Baby

lon—they were co-elect with the church there." (Wordsworth's

Lectures on the Canon of Scripture, pp. 281, 282.)

" Babylon, from which the first of these Epistles was written

(1 Peter v. 13) is supposed to be Babylon on the Euphrates,

which, though in ruins, contained many thousand inhabitants,

among whom were very many Jews. There is no reason to be

lieve that this Babylon is not intended." (Biblical Cyclopedia

by Dr. John Eadie, Professor of Biblical Literature to the United

Presbyterian Church.) See also Hug's Introduction, p. 635,

American Translation.

It seems remarkable that the Apostle of the Circumcision

should have sent forth his Epistle from Babylon, and that one

of the greatest instruments by which Satan has deepened the

blindness of Israel, should have emanated from the same re

gion, and bear the name of Babylon.

The date of the promulgation of the Babylonian Talmud is

expressly stated by Bartolocci, (Bibliotheca Rabbinnica, vol. iv.,

p. 45) to have been A. D. 500. He states that it was completed

in the year A. D. 468, but not promulgated " through the syna-

gogues of the whole world, nor received by them, until the year

A.D. 600."

The passage is as follows :—

"Post cujus [Rav Nachman Bar Huna] mortem Princeps

Academies Soranse renunciatus est hie noster Mar Bar Rav Asce,

qui in solio patris sui 13 annis sedit, usque ad annum 4228.

Chr. 468. quo anno mortuus est.

"Tempore istorum Babbinorum Praesidentium Academi®

Soranse completum et absolutum fuit Talmud Babylonicum, et

ab Academiis Babylonicis approbatum, sed nondum obsignatum,

et divulgatum per omnes orbis terrarum synagogas, neque ab

ei8 receptum nisi anno 73 a morte Rav ^t£>N Asce, hoc est anno

mundi 4260. Chr. 500."
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EVIDENCE AS TO THE PRESENT CONDITION

OF THE RUINS OF BABYLON—POSITION OF

HILLAH IN THEIR MIDST.

Having given in the preceding chapter a sketch of the

gradual decay of Babylon, having seen that there is no

reason to suppose that its site was at any period entirely

depopulated, we have now to consider what the present

actual condition of the plain of Babylon is. Is it true

that Hillah, with its numerous population, with its

gardens and date-groves, is encompassed both on the

north-east and on the south-west, and on the east,

with the ruins of ancient Babylon ? Are there besides

the town of Hillah, villages also and date-groves found

scattered amongst these ruins? Could we draw any

plan of the walls of ancient Babylon without Hillah

and these villages being included within their compass ?

Such is the character of the questions we have to

consider.

Several European travellers have within the last sixty

or seventy years, examined the plain of Babylon. Their

researches have made us minutely acquainted with its

condition. It will be my endeavour to make an abstract

of these statements, sufficiently precise to show the

position which Hillah occupies in relation to the ruins.

I shall not attempt greater accuracy or minuteness than

is necessary for this purpose.

The place which European travellers generally select

as their point of departure, when intending to explore
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the ruins of Babylon, is Bagdad. Bagdad stands on

the river Tigris, about forty-eight miles distant from

Hillah.*

In journeying from Bagdad we enter the district of

Babylon on the north north east. On arriving within

about nine miles of Hillah, we pass a caravansary or

inn, named Mohawil; and it is just after this point

that the northern ruins of Babylon may be said to

begin. Immediately after passing Mohawil, we come

to a large canal with a bridge over it. " Beyond this,"

says Bich, " every thing announces an approach to the

remains of a large city. The ruins of Babylon may

in fact be said almost to commence from this spot ; the

whole country between it and Hillah exhibiting at in

tervals traces of building, in which are discoverable

burnt and unburnt bricks and bitumen. Three mounds

in particular attract attention from their magnitude."

(Bich's Memoir of the Plain of Babylon, p. 48.)

' ' Prom the last caravansary (Mohawil), says another

traveller, the road was covered on every side with

irregular hillocks and mounds formed over masses of

ruins, presenting at every step memorials of the past."

(Mignan, p. 116.) Such is the general character of

the northern approach to Hillah.

When we have advanced about three and a half miles

from the caravansary above mentioned, we see, about

a quarter of a mile on the left of our road, an immense

mound of ruins. It is called the Mujelibe, i.e., the

overturned. " We turned out of our path," says Mr.

Buckingham, "to examine this as the first object of

interest presenting itself on coming from the north.

On approaching it we passed first over a deep outer

ditch which we should have taken for a canal, but that

it was evidently of a circular form, and encompassed

the whole pile ; and next, some yards further on, we

* This is stated by Rich, p. 49. " Hillah," he says, " is nine

miles from Mohawil, and nearly forty-eight from Bagdad."
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passed down into the bed of an inner ditch, which was

broader, lower, and more distinctly marked than the

outer one. The mound then rises in a steep ascent,

over which the passengers can only go up by the

winding paths worn by frequent visits to the ruined

edifice."

" The general form of this ruin is between an oblong

and a square—all its sides being rendered irregular by

decay. The four cardinal views given of it by Mr.

Rich in his memoir of Babylon, appear to be admirably

correct, and his measurements were all confirmed by

us on the spot. These give to the whole circuit at the

foot of the mound 2110 feet; and to the elevation of

the highest angles at the N.E. a height of 140 feet.

After examining this mound in all its details,

we were confirmed in the opinion, that it had been

enclosed with walls and ditches, encompassing it all

around It was also evident that it was a pile

composed of many different edifices of various forms,

appropriated to various uses, and constructed of dif

ferent materials—not in any respect, therefore, corre

sponding with the ancient descriptions of the Tower of

Belus, for the remains of which it has generally been

taken.*

" The distance between the ruin (the Mujelibe) and

the next great mound to the southward of it, some

times called by the same name, at others exclusively

Babel, and still more generally El Kasr, or the Palace,

certainly exceeds a mile. The low intermediate space

is covered with grass and has a small enclosed garden,

with date trees near its centre." (Buckingham, p. 427.)

" The Kasr, or Palace, says Rich, is a very remark-

* It is the opinion of Rich, Buckingham, and many others,

that the Birs Nimroud, which will presently be described, on

the S.W. of Hillah, is the Tower of Belus. The ruin we have

now been considering appears to be more like the remains of a

castellated royal palace.
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able ruin, which, being uncovered, and in part detached

from the rubbish, is visible for a considerable distance ;

but so surprisingly fresh in its appearance, that it was

only after a minute inspection, I was satisfied of its

being in reality a Babylonian remain. It consists of

several walls and piers, (which face the cardinal points)

eight feet in thickness, in some places ornamented with

niches, and in others strengthened with pilasters and

buttresses, built of fine burnt brick, still perfectly clean

and sharp, laid in lime and cement of such tenacity,

that those whose business it is to find bricks, have given

up working, on account of the extreme difficulty of

extracting them whole. The tops of these walls are

broken, and may have been much higher Near

this ruin is a heap of rubbish, the sides of which are

curiously streaked by the alternation of its materials,

the chief part of which, it is probable, was unburnt

brick. There are two paths near this ruin, made by

the workmen who carry down the bricks to the river

side, whence they are transported by boats to Hillah,

and a little to the N.N.E. of it is the famous tree

which the nations call Athele, and maintain to have

been flourishing in ancient Babylon. It stands on a

kind of ridge, and nothing more than one side of its

trunks remains, by which it appears to have been of

considerable girth, yet the branches of the top are still

perfectly verdant, and gently waving in the wind, pro

duce a melancholy rustling sound. It is an evergreen,

something resembling the lignum vitse." (Bich, p. 65.)

" Prom the south western face of the Palace or Kasr,

a long mound—ninety yards in breadth, by half that

height—runs towards the south. The whole is deeply

furrowed in the same manner as the generality of the

mounds. The ground is exceedingly soft and tiresome

to walk over, and appears completely exhausted of all

its building materials ; nothing now is left, save one

towering hill, the earth of which is mixed with frag

ments of broken brick," &c. (Mignan, p. 200.)
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" This is the place where Beauchamp made his ob

servations, and it is certainly the most interesting part

of the ruins of Babylon (i.e. on the east) ; every vestige

discoverable in it declares it to have been composed of

buildings far superior to all the rest which have left

traces on the eastern quarter. The bricks are of the.

finest description, and notwithstanding that this is the

grand storehouse of them, and that the greatest supplies

have been, and are now constantly drawn from it, they

appear still to be abundant." (Rich, p. 62.)

A little south of this, and near Hillah, there is a

ridge of mounds extending from a date -grove on the

verge of the Euphrates, to the S."W\ of a village named

Jumjuma, which is about a mile north of Hillah.

I have needlessly, perhaps, multiplied quotations ;

but as this chapter professes to give evidence as to facts,

I run the risk of wearying the reader, in order that

the evidence of Hillah's being encompassed by the real

ruins of Babylon may be presented in the very words

of those who have personally examined the locality.

Their testimony proves that a district of more than

seven miles north of Hillah is covered by the ruins of

Babylon, and that Hillah cannot be entered without

passing them. In the midst of these ruins too, we find

date trees, gardens, and an inhabited village. How

then can the final desolation which Scripture predicts,

have fallen upon Babylon ? It is not yet " as when

God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah." Not only do

the Arabians still pitch tent there, but villages and

groves, and a city, exist amidst its ruins.

On arriving at Hillah, we find one part of it— the

lesser part—built on the Eastern bank of the Euphrates.

The larger division stands on the Western bank, a bridge

of boats forming the connexion. The description of Hil

lah having been given in the preceding chapter, I do not

recur to it here.

Passing then through Hillah, and quitting it by its

western gate, we enter the plain on the western bank
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of the Euphrates. That plain is not covered with

mounds and heaps in the same manner as that which

we have j ust been describing on the eastern bank. " The

plain," says Rich, " is flat, and intersected by canals.

There are a few small villages on the river, inclosed by

mud walls, and surrounded by cultivation : but there

is not the slightest vestige of ruins, excepting opposite

the mass of Amram, where are two small mounds of

earth overgrown with grass, forming a right angle with

each other, and a little further on, two similar ones."

(Rich, p. 73.)

In addition to these four mounds observed by Rich,

Captain Mignan states, that "four miles to the west

ward of Hillah, and situated within a grove of date

trees, there are several elevated mounds, composed of

the kiln-burnt fabric with the arrow-headed writing

upon them, extending nearly to the eastern ridge of low

hillocks which surround the Birs, and strewed over

with pottery, broken bricks, and coloured tile, but

having no actual remains of ancient edifices. In fol

lowing these heaps of ruin, I could not at every step

help feeling convinced, that ancient Babylon occupied

a very great portion of the western, as well as the

eastern bank of the Euphrates." (Mignan, p. 218.)

Here then, we again find that where the desolation has

been greatest, and where even the ruins have well

nigh disappeared, yet even here, there are villages

inhabited, and surrounded by cultivation.

But although this western plain has been visited by

a destruction which has for the most part swept away

even the memorials of its fall, it nevertheless possesses

the greatest and most wonderful of all the ruins of

Babylon. " By far the most stupendous and surprising

mass of all the remains of Babylon," says Rich, " is

situated in this desert, about six miles to the south-west

of Hillah. It is called by the Arabs, Birs Nimroud."

It would be unnecessary here to give a detailed ac

count of this ruin. It is sufficient to say that it is a

E
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mound of an oblong figure—its total circumference

being 762 yards. At the eastern side it is cloven by a

deep furrow, and is not more than 50 or 60 feet high,

but at the western, it rises in a conical figure to the

elevation of one hundred and ninety-eight feet ; and

on its summit is a solid pile of brick thirty-seven feet

high by twenty-eight feet in breadth, diminishing in

thickness to the top, which is broken and irregular, and

rent by a large fissure extending through a third of its

height. There is a quadrangular enclosure around the

whole, as at the Mujelibe, but much more perfect, and

of greater dimensions. At a trifling distance from the

Birs, and parallel with its eastern face, is a mound not

inferior to that of the Kasr in elevation.

It is not necessary to prolong this chapter by de

scribing another vast ruin, second only to the Mujelibe,

situated to the E.N.E., or as is stated by General

Chesney, nearly due N.E. of Hillah. It was visited

by Sir R. H. Porter and by Buckingham, and is mi

nutely described by both—the former calls it a "gi

gantic object." I may also state on the authority of

General Chesney, that on " the banks of the Euphrates

on both sides below Hillah, at least as far as opposite

the Birs Mmroud—say for six miles at least, there are

the remains of brick buildings." *

* Nietrahr says of the ruins of Babylon : " II n'y a aucun

doute que Babylone n'ait 6t<i situfie dans la contree de Helle.

Car non seulement les habitans appellent encore aujourd'hui

cette contrCe Ard Babel, mais on trouve encore ici des restes

d'une ancienne ville, qui ne peut pas en avoir gte une autre que

Babylone. A en juger meme par ces ruines, il semble que Helle

se trouve dans l'enceinte de la muraille de la ville de Babylone."

" There is no manner of doubt but that Babylon was situated

in the district of Hillah. For not only do the inhabitants still

to this present day call this district Ard Babel (i.e. the land of

Babel) but there are found there still remains of an ancient

city, which cannot have been any other than Babylon. To

judge even by these ruins, it appears that Hillah is within the

compass of the wall of the city of Babylon." (Niebuhr.)
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Thus then on the north north-east, on the north-east,

on the south-west, and on the south below Hillah,

Hillah is surrounded by the ruins of Babylon. The

most numerous are on the north-east : the most stu

pendous, on the directly opposite side, that is to say,

the south-west—Hillah standing in the midst. Con

sequently, no plan of the ruins of Babylon could be

drawn without including within their scope, not only

Hillah, but Jumjuma, Anana, and Tajeca, and (ac

cording to Bich and Mignan) Tahmasia. Tahmasia is

a village on the western plain, six miles on the west of

Hillah. At this village, some mounds are found of no

large size. " This village," says Bich, " must occupy

part of the site of Babylon." * (p. 79.) Anana also is

the name of a village, marked by Mignan on the west

bank of the Euphrates, and Tajeca is marked by Bich

almost close to Hillah on the western bank also. Thus

a town of considerable population, villages, date-groves,

* General Chesney speaks very highly of Mr. Rieh and his

researches, and says his statements may be safely confided in .

He thinks, however, that with the exception of Anana and

Jumjuma, and some suburban villages below Hillan*, not men

tioned by Rich, that those places which have been marked as

villages may rather be regarded as tent-settlements, than vil

lages of houses. Of Anana and Jumjuma he says, " These

are near the beginning of the great ruins, and consist of tents

with a few houses also."

General Chesney adds, " My officers and myself considered

both portions of Hillah (on each bank) and the villages below

—properly suburban—as being the limited site of Babylon."

If, as some consider, the whole space from the Birs to the

Al Kheimar be included, General Chesney states that several

stone villages below Hillah would be comprised therein. It

seems, therefore, that there are villages in addition to those

noted by Rich, immediately south of Hillah, and distinctly

within the site of Babylon.

I take this opportunity of expressing my thankfulness to

General Chesney for the kindness with which, through a mutual

friend, he has furnished the information of which I have

availed myself in these pages.
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and gardens, are found still on the very site of ancient

Babylon. Is this the utter desolation of which the

Prophets speak ? Can it be said that " her LAND has

been made desolate, and none shall dwell therein ; they

shall remove, they shall depart, both man and beast" ?

Can this be said to be fulfilled, when not only the

Land, but even the site of the city itself is still

occupied ?

The denunciations against the LAND of Babylon,

it must be remembered, are as severe as those against

the city.

" The word that the Lord spake against Babylon,

and against the LAND of the Chaldeans." (Jer. 1. i.)

"I will punish the LAND of the Chaldeans,

and make it perpetual desolations." (Jer. xxv. 12.)

" Her cities are a desolation, a dry land, and a wil

derness, a LAND where no man dwelleth, neither doth

son of man pass therehy." (Jer. li. 43.)

" I will send unto Babylon, fanners that shall fan

her and empty her LAND." (Jer. li. 2.)

" The LAND shall tremble and sorrow, for every

purpose of the Lord shall be performed against Babylon,

to make the LAND of Babylon a desolation without an

inhabitant." (Jer. li. 29.)

Now let us compare with these predictions, the ac

counts of those who have of late years examined the

Land of Babylon with the greatest care. ''The gar

dens," says Mr. Rich, " on both sides the river are very

extensive, so that the town itself from a little distance,

appears embosomed in a wood of date trees," (p. 50.)

"The air is salubrious, and the soil extremely fertile,

producing great quantities of rice, dates, and grain of

dilferent kinds." (p. 53.)

General Chesney states that Hillah occupies very

nearly the centre of the acknowledged ruins of Babylon:

that the space covered by the ruins exceeds thirty miles

in circumference, but that immediately beyond and

around the ruins there is "luxuriant cultivation."
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General Chesney adds, " There is a fine farm just

beyond the great ruins This is tilled by people from

Hillah, and a part of it is, I think, within the most

extended limits of the ancient city, north-east of Hillah.

There is also cultivation about the same distance on the

western side of the river." It will be remembered

also, how large the annual revenue is, returned from

the district of Hillah. The subjoined particulars show

that the Land of the Chaldees is anything rather than

a land not inhabited.*

General Chesney also says, " The plain of Dura ex

tended northward, as I conceive, to the river Khabiir

* " For the information of those," says Mr. Rich, " who may

be curious regarding such subjects, I subjoin a statement of

the revenue of Hillah, communicated to me by the Serraf

Bashi of the place :

Annual Receipts of the Governor of Hillah.

From the farms and villages 100,000

Duties on rice, corn, &c. grown in the vicinity and

passing through the town from the Khezail

territory 100,000

Farm of sesame 5,000

Dyeing 15,000

The butchery 6,000

Silk 4,000

Tannery 1,000

Lime Kilns 15,000

Collections of voluntary contributions levied on the

townspeople under various pretexts about three

times a year generally 8,000

Miri on the dates 20,000

Paid by the Commandant of the Janissaries for his

appointment 2,000

Private revenue of the Zabit, his own farms and

gardens 20,000

Total in piastres, Hillah currency . . 292,000

Add the difference of exchange 50,000

Total in standard Turkish piastres. . 342,000

E 2
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(the Araxes of Xenophon), and at intervals cultivation

extends from thence to the sea, i.e. about 900 miles—

part being pasture, and a good deal neglected and desert.

There are many towns, and thousands of villages along

this portion of the Euphrates. Date-groves commence

at the Khabur, and belong to every village ; but below
Hillah the date-groves are nearly continuous forv the

next 200 miles or more to the sea."*

It has not unfrequently been stated that the Arabians

never pitch their tents among the ruins of Babylon.

General Chesney, speaking of the Birs, says : " This

portion of the country is occupied by an Arab tribe,

who were actually encamped at the foot (i.e. of the

Birs Nimroud) on the N". W., or Hillah side of the ruins,

when I was there." How, in the face of this distinctly

evidenced fact, can any one venture to say that the

thirteenth chapter of Isaiah has been fulfilled ? Is the

district between the Birs Nimroud and Hillah to be

Public Payments made by him to the Bagdad Government.

To the Pasha 260,000

Kiahya Bey 30,000

Total in Turkish piastres 290,000

He also supplies Government with 5,500 tagars of corn and

barley, in value about 165,000 piastres on the average ; but this

he levies on the farmers at the rate of two tagars for every

five, over and above the rents and imposts of their farms and

produce." (Rich, p. 52.)

* " The district included under the Scripture expression,

' Land of the Chaldeans,' would doubtless be far less extensive

than that described by General Chesney under the name ' Plain

of Dura,' but the land of the Chaldeans must come within

the district thus mentioned as abounding in date-groves and

villages."

Sir Henry Eawlinson estimates the extent of " the Land of

Babylon," as not less than a hundred miles in length, varying

from forty to seventy in breadth.
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excluded from the scope of the ruins of Babylon ?

Birs Nimroud is the greatest of all the ruins.*

I have purposely avoided in this chapter the disputed

question respecting the exact extent of the walls of

ancient Babylon, and have sought to confine myself to

points on which authorities are agreed. I may, how

ever, just say, that when we consider the express de

claration of the Scripture as to the extent of Nineveh,

" an exceeding great city of three days' journey," that

if Babylon had been much less extensive than the city

it had superseded, its glory would not have been re

garded as so wonderful : that it was the practice in

eastern cities to enclose pasture, and even arable land

within the walls : that the statement of Herodotus is

express as to the circumference being sixty miles : that

the present extent of the ruins seems to demand an ex

tended scope—when all this is considered, it appears

strange that a less compass than that mentioned by

Herodotus should be contended for. But whether the

more extended circuit be taken, as in the map given in

" the Encyclopaedia of the Society for Promoting Useful

Knowledge," f or the most limited, as in Major Bennel's

map—in either case, Hillah with its groves and gardens

will be seen included within the walls. The ruins, in

cluding the Birs Nimroud and the Mujelibe, even if

not included within the walls, must be regarded as

suburban, and therefore, as a part of Babylon. Even

then, as respects the city, the exact extent of the walls

is of no real importance ; but any question respecting

Babylonia or the Land of Babylon is of course entirely

unaffected thereby. It is plain that neither Babylonia

nor Babylon are uninhabited and emptied of man and

beast ; but on the contrary, they have of late years re

vived out of their extreme depression, rather than sunk

lower into decay. The state of those regions does, in-

* See letter at the end of this chapter.

+ See article Babylon.
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deed, bear witness for God : they teach us of His power

to smite and to bring low. But their present condition

warns us also to beware of being deluded into the be

lief that the final day of visitation has arrived—that

the Day of the Lord has come.

The following is an extractfrom a letter kindly sent to me

by a gentleman in India. It was written upwards of

twenty years ago, after a visit to the ruins of Babylon,

lie was, I believe, not at all aware at that time that

any were expecting the restoration andfuture destruction

of Babylon. His conviction respecting the non-fulfil

ment of the prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah were the

result of his own personal observation of facts. A few

verbal alterations, not affecting the sense, have been

made, and I have been obliged to leave a blank in one or

two places where the manuscript is illegible.

" A fair view of the prophecies against Babylon, as

given in Isaiah and Jeremiah, will show that they have

not yet been fully and finally accomplished. Much has

been done in demonstration of judgment against her;

but her last and complete ruin is yet to come. A stone

was bound to a book, and cast into the Euphrates, and

it was said, ' Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not

rise from the evil that I shall bring upon her.' (Jer. li.

63, 64.) This speaks clearly of one final and irre

coverable ruin ; but Babylon rose again repeatedly from

the ruin that at first assailed her. Keith's book on

prophecy shows that she was several hundred years

being brought to desolation, and that her end was not

sudden, but most gradual. Cyrus took her more than

500 years before Christ : Alexander took and attempted

to rebuild her 200 years after Cyrus. In that interval

her walls were reduced, and she was much shorn of her

power and wealth. She was finally brought to desola-
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tion by the building of Seleucia and Ctesiphon in her

neighbourhood by the successors of Alexander, who

thereby succeeded in drawing away the inhabitants

from Babylon. She did not fall once and for all—sud

denly—never to rise, like a stone cast into the waters.

" It is said that they shall not take of thee ' a stone

for a corner, nor a stone for a foundation.' (Jer. li.)

But the ruin of the buildings at Babylon has been

mainly accelerated by the removal of the materials with

which she was built, for the construction of other towns

in the neighbourhood.

" It is said that this land of Babylon shall be a deso

lation, without an inhabitant (Jer. li.) ; but there is

now the modern Arab town of Hillah and two villages

besides, together with several gardens and date planta

tions within the limits of the ruins.

"It is said that she shall ' be a land where no man

dwelleth, neither doth any son of man pass thereby.'

Now, besides myriads of Asiatics, many Europeans have

passed thereby, and thoroughly examined the place.

" It is said that ' the Arabian shall not pitch his tent

there.' (Isaiah xiii. 20.) In 1835, when I was there,

I saw marks of an Arab encampment which must have

halted there for several weeks. When the Arabs make

a long stay in any place, they erect mud pillars breast

high, and hollowed out at the top for their horses to

feed from, as from a manger. The remains of these

pillars I saw ; they could not have formed part of the

old ruins, for a heavy shower of rain would have washed

them down. My attendant explained to me what they

were.

"I believe then, that Babylon will be rebuilt, and

rise to the splendour described in the Book of Revela-

tion, and that she will then suddenly and finally be

brought to ruin. There are facilities in that country

for bringing about such prosperity in a wonderfully

short time. The soil is all mould and clay,

without a single stone, and productive if watered.
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Formerly there were canals in all directions, fed by the

Tigris and Euphrates. It is only necessary to repair

the banks of these to make Babylonia the most fertile

land in the globe. "Wealth is so easily attained, that

in a few years the Pasha of Bagdad, fifty miles from

Babylon, by witholding tribute from the Sultan, was

enabled to have a court rivalling that of Erzeroum.

" I saw an instance of the celerity with which a town

may be erected in that country. The Turkish troops

were about to encamp continuously by a large Arab

town called .... south of Babylon. The inhabitants

fearing the rapacity of the troops, removed all their

property, even to the door-frames and roofs of their

houses, to a place about twenty miles off, on the other

bank of the Euphrates. I halted at their new settlement

about a fortnight afterwards, and found it assuming quite

the appearance of a town. The whole soil is adapted

for making Bricks, which can be burnt thoroughly in

the sun in a very short time. The slime for cement as

well as bitumen for the same purpose, is most abundant.

Labour is of course very cheap. These facilities will

account for the enormous size of Babylon and Nineveh,

each sixty miles in circuit, i. e., covering three times

the space occupied by London, and walled around with

enormous walls said to have been 200 or 300 feet high.

Capabilities of this kind, in the hands of Europeans,

would soon lead to great results. Babylon is also ad

mirably situated for commerce, being in a central posi

tion as respects Europe, Egypt, Syria, &c, &c."
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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE EPHAH IN THE

LAND OF SHINAE.

It has now, I trust, been sufficiently proved that both

the testimony of Scripture, and also the evidence of

present facts, lead to the same conclusion. Both alike

constrain us to say, that the predictions against Babylon

have not yet received their final accomplishment. The

Scripture marks the period of Babylon's fall as contem

poraneous with three great concurrent events—the

destruction of Antichrist—the forgiveness of Israel—

and the coming of the Day of the Lord —events which

are all still future. The Scripture also declares that its

fall shall be most sudden ; that the land of Babylon, as

well as Babylon itself, shall be as desolate as those lost

cities which lie beneath the waters of the Dead Sea,

buried from the eye of man. That no such desolation

rests at present even upon Babylon, much less upon

THE LAND of Babylon, has been proved by the evi

dence of well authenticated facts.

There is, however, another link to be added to this

chain of evidence. If human energy is to be permitted

again to make the Euphratean regions the scene of its

operation—if prosperity is to be allowed for a brief

moment to revisit the Land of Babylon, it might be

expected that the Scriptures would somewhere allude,

and that definitely, to such an event. And we find it

to be so. The Scripture does speak of an event yet
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unaccomplished, of which the scene is to be the land of

Babylon. The passage to which I refer is at the close

of the fifth chapter of the prophet Zechariah. It is as

follows :—.

" Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and

said unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is

this that goeth forth. And I said what is it ? And he

said, This is an Ephah that goeth forth. He said more

over, This is their appearance (DJ^) through all the

earth. And behold, there was lifted up a talent (weighty

piece) of lead : and. this is a woman that sitteth in the

midst of the Ephah. And he said, This is wickedness.

And he cast it into the midst of the Ephah ; and he

cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof. Then

lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came

out two women, and the wind was in their wings ; for

they had wings like the wings of a stork : and they

lifted up the Ephah between the earth and the heaven.

Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither

do these bear the Ephah ? And he said unto me, To

build it a house in the land of Shinar : and it shall be

established, and set there upon her own base."

That the event predicted in this remarkable passage

remains still unaccomplished, is sufficiently evident from

the fact of Zechariah's having prophesied after Babylon

had received that blow under which it has gradually

waned. Zechariah lived after Babylon had passed into

the hands of the Persians, and since that time, it is ad

mitted by all, that declension—not " establishment "—

has marked its history. From that hour to the present

moment there has been no " preparation of a house,"

no establishment of any thing—much less of an Ephah

in the land of Shinar. But an Ephah is to be esta

blished there, and a house to be built for it there, and

there it is to be set firmly upon its base.

An Ephah is the emblem of commerce. It is the

symbol of the merchant. In the passage before us the

Ephah is described as "going forth" ; that is, its sov
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ereign influence is to pervade the nations, and to im

print on them a character derived from itself, as the

formative power of their institutions. In other words,

commerce is for a season to reign. It will determine

the arrangements, and fix the manners of Israel, and of

the prophetic earth. The appearance of every nation

that falls under its control is to be mercantile. "He

said, moreover, this is their appearance (or aspect)

throughout all the earth."

It can scarcely be a strange thought to us that com

merce, and the wealth and energies connected there

with, should supply the great formative principles of

the latter day. Is there no country in which commerce

rules ? Have we heard nothing respecting the wondrous

results expected from commerce in making nations

happy ; in bringing men together in ties of amity and

brotherhood ; in developing the resources of the earth ;

in making nations conscious of their mutual dependence

on each other, and so effecting, by the suggestions of

self-interest, a result which the Gospel (it is said) has

failed to accomplish ? These, and such like sayings,

are continually being sounded in our ears. Nor can

we say that they are altogether untrue, or that there is

no wisdom in them. But it is not a wisdom that eometh

from above. It is of the world—not of God. It may

give to the nations prosperity for a season ; but what is

prosperity apart from God ?

Commercial greatness has long been an idol in this

western part of the prophetic earth. And now, in the

present remarkable crisis of the world's history, when

we see the influence that has in former ages attached

either to the Crown, or to the feudal aristocracy, or to

the clergy, quailing before other principles ; and when

former centres, around which human society has re

volved, are destroyed or wrenched from their position,

it is no wonder that men should anxiously enquire

whether there yet remain any hope of establishing some

new centre that may be regarded as firm and abiding ;

p
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and that commercial greatness should be looked to as

that which has best withstood, and is likely best to

withstand—perhaps to avert, the shock of social and

political convulsion.

The country in which we dwell is an instance of this.

Ecclesiastical power was in this country long ago de

prived of its dominant influence, and has continued to

exist only as a servant of the Crown. For many age3

it has willingly united with the aristocracy to support

the Throne. But the influence both of the aristocracy

and the clergy has been gradually weakened under the

perpetual effort of democracy to reign. Yet in spite of

all its strugglings and its successes, democracy has not

yet been able satisfactorily to accomplish its ends. It

has indeed weakened its old enemies, but it has had to

encounter new ones. Another power, and not pure

democracy, is arising on the ruins of the feudal system,

and that power is found in the aristocracy of wealth.

The sovereigns of this country, after rejecting the au

thority of the Pope, began early to foster associations

for mercantile objects. Under their auspices, great and

influential companies were formed. An association of

merchants has commanded the riches of the Indian

Seas, and ruled over, and enriched itself by the wealth

of countries more extensive far than England itself.

The circulation of gold throughout the nation, I might

say throughout the nations, is controlled by a company.

Association for mercantile purposes has given a cha

racter to the land, and knit into confederation millions

who feel an interest in the preservation of order, be

cause it is the preservation of that which is dearest to

themselves. Their wealth, their rank, their honour,

their influence, depend upon these associations—asso

ciations which cannot stand unless order be preserved.

Nor is the principle of these associations the co-equality

of individuals. They are themselves privileged bodies ;

and the principle of their own internal organization is

not equality. Wealth is the great formative and influ-
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ential power. Such associations, therefore, must ever

be adverse to the principles of pure democracy, and

form wherever they exist, a strong bulwark around the

supreme governmental power.

It is true indeed that with the exception of England,

the nations of the Soman earth have as yet been but

imperfectly reached by this dominant power of the

Ephah. The history of France during the last year*

would probably have been far different, if systematised

commerce had been there sufficiently strong to inter

pose a barrier between the people and the crown. But

England has not been as France. England might long

ago have chosen an Ephah for her device; and cancelling

the coronet, the mitre, and the sword, have emblazoned

it on her banners as the emblem most expressive of

her condition. And although the Ephah has not as yet

similarly prevailed amongst neighbouring nations, yet

there is to be an hour when it shall "go forth" ; and

perhaps that hour may be very nigh. It is not possible

that the nations of Europe which have lately been con

vulsed to their very centre, should effectually re-unite

the scattered elements of society unless there be some

centralizing point—some dominant influence that may

succeed to the authority of the systems which have

been crippled, or which have passed away. It is ad

mitted that some new centre is needed. What then

is so likely to succeed, as a system which makes her

merchants princes, and her traffickers the honourable of

the earth ? And seeing that it is expressly revealed,

that such are to be the features of the system which is

to stamp a character on the world, and on the world's

history at the close of the present age, and since the

present crash of kingdoms demands the introduction of

some new consolidating principles, is it unlikely that

we shall soon see the Ephah " going forth " with its

sovereign pervading influence ?

* This was written just after the French Revolution in 1848.
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But it may be asked, why should this be regretted ?

Is an Ephah the symbol of evil? In other words, is

commerce necessarily sin ? "We reply, No ! Commerce

is not necessarily sinful. Commerce may be the mere

exchange on just and righteous principles of the pro

ductions of various regions, or of various labourers.

The effecting such exchange may involve no course of

conduct that militates against the principles of God, or

sacrifices His truth. But it may he otherwise. If com

merce arise into such supremacy as to make "her mer

chants the great men of the earth," the influences that

governmentally order the nations would in that case fall

into her hand. The world, educationally, politically,

religiously, socially, would be virtually under her con

trol. How blessed if her principles were the principles

of God ! But if the arrangements which are to charac

terize the nations as the latter day draws nigh, are as

evil as the Scripture declares them to be, then they who

by means of their commercial greatness, control or

sustain those arrangements, must be the very pillars of

the last great system of evil, and the commercial period

of the world's history becomes the period of its sys

tematized transgression.

This country and its dependent governments, such as

India, display more clearly than any of the other nations,

what systematic commercial legislation is. For a long

time past the legislation of this country has been marked

by very fixed and determined principles, which each year

are developed in more consistency and shape. These

principles have not, in all instances, originated in com

merce ; but the use that is being made of them, their

modifications, and the manner of their application are

being more and more determined by the will of those

who represent the interests of commerce. Observe, for

instance, how the commercial interest apparently uses,

but in using controls, the democratic principle of these

latter days. The principle it adopts ; although for its

own prudential ends, it so modifies its operation as to
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disappoint the expectations of democracy in result. A

time was when the true principle of government was

in profession at least recognised. It was acknowledged

once that governments were constituted by, and derived

their authority, not from the will of man, but from God.

It was acknowledged that there are certain well ascer

tained principles touching the relations of God to man

as His creature, which all governments who have the

Bible, are responsible for recognising : and that govern

ment stands between God and the governed, not to re

ceive impressions from the governed, but to communicate

impressions to them according to God : in other words,

that its vocation is to rule, not to be ruled. Such were

the principles that were once professed— such are the

principles which will by and by be acted on, when the

sovereignty of the world shall at last become His, who

shall effectuate in this and in all things the purposes of

God. But what governor now is there who is not

obliged to say that the people are the source of power

— that by them kings rule, and princes decree judgment.

" Vox populi," say they, " vox Dei." The theory of

government is, that it should express the mind of the

governed. Its duty is to give effect to the popular will.

The principle of God respecting the source of power

has been abandoned—the reverse principle has been

adopted, and it ends in making government the expres

sion of the manifold v«metiss -of «vjL>whisk .characterise

society in the latter day: f ; > \ •

It is true indeed that 'thiff unnataral and most evil

theory cannot' he» Carried Ant to ice leaitiiuate results.

If it could, society would: soon be; resblved' into its

elements, and savage life would stand in ' favourable

contrast with the confusion and demoralization of civi

lized nations. But we may be sure that governments

never will, or can express the mind of the units of

society— nor even of the majority of those units.

Whenever despotism does not prevail, classes secure to

themselves the regulating power of national life. At

3? 2
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present, that power is becoming vested in the hands of

those whose energies are devoted to commerce; and

they will not object to the doctrine that all power ema

nates from the people. They will be willing that the

government should professedly represent the mind of

the people, provided that they, the possessors of the

wealth of society, be sufficiently powerful to make the

expression of their will to be regarded as the expression

of the will of the people. They hesitate not at the

adoption of this principle, however contrary to God, pro

vided only they can control it so as to effectuate their

own purposes thereby. There is a godlessness in this

which will give its character to the legislation of the

day. It will make the basis of government professedly

democratic, although the ends of democracy are not an

swered in result.

Few, I suppose, will question that in this country at

least, commercial wealth is becoming the great con

trolling centre of society. The producing power of

manufacture, the distributing skill of the merchant,

the controlling power of those who trade in money and

command the circulating medium of commerce—these,

and similar interests, when combined, are able to speak

with a voice which no government can refuse to hear.

Their will is potent. Legislation and government ac

commodate themselves to their demands.

And of «whom is this; gre#t commercial compact com

posed ? jOf those wh» recognise, tije, value of Truth—

God's reVealed Truth? * TSo, it is a body in which the

energies. of ths :carele.ss; "nominal Protestant—the Ro

manist --»the «JewV-the' Mahomedan^the Hindoo—

the Infidel, combine in the pursuit of one great end—

wealth, or commercial greatness. And what becomes

of Truth in their calculations ? Like Pilate they say,

what is Truth ? No one knows, though every one may

fancy that he knows what it is. It is an ideality;

and to regard it in legislation would be to legislate for

a phantom. The true practical rule is to legislate on
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the assumption that we know not what it is. Let all

quietly enjoy their own opinions; let all claim and

receive a share, not merely in the protection of govern

ment, but in its fostering and sustaining care ; for the

duty of government is to please and to rule for the

governed : not, to concern themselves with the revelation

of God. Let England, Ireland, and above all, India and

the Colonies, say whether such are not the principles

already adopted by the greatest mercantile government

which the world has yet seen. And thus the moral

poisons of Mahomedanism, Hindooism, Romanism, are

diffused—their respective systems honoured—fostered

—paid. It is expedient, says the government, indeed

necessary. Such things may or may not destroy souls :

about that we express no opinion. But we know that

to encourage and to support these systems is the easiest

and most available method of governmental control,

and therefore supported they must be.

That such latitudinarianism is virtual infidelity, I

suppose no real Christian will doubt. The Bible must

be valueless if no truth be discoverable therefrom ; and

for any who have the Bible, to use their power in

fostering and encouraging those things which that Bible

declares to be destructive of souls, must be a sin which

no sophistry can effectually defend. To suppose that a

ruler, with the Bible in his hand, cannot determine

whether or not idolatry is a sin, or whether the super

stitions of Romanism, Mahomedanism, and the like,

do or do not subvert the truths which the Lord Jesus

and His Apostles have revealed, is to suppose what is

impossible. It is not asked of the ruler that he should

individually profess himself to be that which he is not.

To know that " one only name is appointed among men

whereby we must be saved"; to know that God has

placed salvation in the blood of the Lord Jesus only ;

to know this, and individually to cast oneself on God

through that blood, are different things. It is not asked

of the ruler that he should assume this last relation,
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if, individually, it pertain not to him. To assume it

in such a case would be hypocrisy. But, because we

refuse to pretend to an untrue position, we need not,

therefore, violate the claims of a relation in which we

actually stand. For a ruler who has before him God's

Word and its evidence—for such an one to honour and

encourage systems of Satan, which he knows to be im

mediately subversive of the great cardinal facts of that

Word, is a breach of a subsisting relation, which he

actually occupies by virtue of the providential appoint

ment of God. Conscience tells him that neither the

Pope nor Mahomet are Christ. Conscience tells him

that to take away God's Word from the hands of men;

or to sustain any system that takes away that WORD,

or that exalts into co- equality with it Tradition or the

false words of deceiving Priests, is to step in between

God and His creatures, and to deny the right of the

Most High to speak to those whom He has made. It

is the breach of a natural relation to God. It is re

bellion against Him as the Governor of the Universe.

It is the deliberate destruction of immortal souls. JJor

is it asked of the ruler that he should smite with the

sword ; but it is asked of him, for his own sake, and

for the sake of others, that he should not use the

power which he has received from God, for the up

holding of those who conceal or nullify the words

which God has spoken.

To act otherwise is, as I have said, an act of re

bellion against God, which no expediency can justify ;

no necessity excuse. To honour Mahomedan festivals

or Jewish rites ; to pay Hindoo or Romanist priests ;

to endow their seminaries, and to encourage their idol

atries, is fellowship with their iniquities. And if this

be now done, and not done only, but vindicated—if

principles of latitudinarian infidelity are now becoming

systematically adopted in modern legislation, then I

say, human society is moving on into one degree of

greater distance from God, and the principles of the
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fifteenth century had in them elements of the fear of

God, greater than those which characterize the present

age.

I am justified, therefore, in saying, that as the great

commercial system of which I have spoken is estab

lishing itself, there is growing up concurrently with it

a new governmental system of vast moral importance

in the sight of God. It is not the system either of the

early or the middle ages, but a new system adapting

itself to the circumstances of the era on which we are

now entering : a system not aggressive (as every system

would be that owned and valued truth) but placid,

because reckless of truth, and seeking to gain influ

ence in every region which it desires to conciliate, by

speaking smoothly of its evil institutions, and by con

forming itself to the multitudinous varieties of all, so

as to please all.

In the prophecy we are considering, an Ephah was

seen by the prophet—but not only an Ephah. The

lid of the Ephah was lifted up, and he was directed to

look within ; and he beheld a woman sitting in the

midst of the Ephah. Something also that symbolized

"wickedness" was cast by the angel into the Ephah,

and was shut up with the woman in it. Is it difficult

to understand this? An Ephah, as has been already

said, is the symbol of commerce. A woman is used

in Scripture as the symbol of a moral system ; and to

the moral system here symbolized, "wickedness" was

added. It is not difficult for any to discern that Com

merce is engaging the energies of human life. To see

that, is to see the Ephah. But to discern the moral

system connected with this spread of commercial great

ness—to see not only that there is such a system, but

that "wickedness," essential wickedness, is to be con

nected with it, is to see something more than is dis

cerned by those who look only at the outward form.

The lid of the Ephah was for a moment removed, in

order that the prophet might see the woman who sat
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therein. But as soon as she had been seen, and the

symbol of wickedness had been cast in, the leaden lid

was again put on, and the Ephah was closed. But the

eye of the servant of God had seen—the intended lesson

had been received, and is recorded for our instruction

who are living just when the hour of accomplishment

is drawing nigh.

That we are entering on the era of this reign of the

Ephah, few, I suppose, will question. The scattered

nation of Israel would find no rule so congenial to their

habits ; and the same may be said of the leading nations

of the Boman earth. Few statesmen, probably, have

not meditated on this. Few would not welcome the

introduction of any principles that would thoroughly

harmonize Egypt, Syria, and Asia Minor with these

"Western countries, and establish a unity that should

rise paramount to diversity of circumstances and of

creeds. The late spread of democratic monarchic prin

ciples facilitates this. The blow to Popery facilitates

it.* It opens yet more widely the door to Latitudi-

narianism, and necessitates the search after some new

platform of combination. That the system indicated

by the woman in the Ephah is already fully formed, or

that the hour has come for that fearful addition to

be made—the addition of that which God has called

"wickedness"—I will not say. Perhaps the system

has not been fully formed. Judaism, no doubt, as it

becomes more influential, will contribute many prin

ciples ; and so may Mahomedanism, and false Eastern

Christianity, and Popery, as it assimilates more and

more with the infidelity of the day. Ungodly Pro

testantism has done much already. Indeed, hitherto,

it has almost been the moving spring; and that it is

not likely to be less effective in evil as it advances

into greater depths of worldliness and infidelity, the

condition of the Protestant countries, especially Ger-

+ This was written in 1848.
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many and Switzerland, at this moment, too plainly

shows.*

I would not undertake to say when the system may

be recognised as fully formed, nor whether it will be

matured in Jerusalem when the Jews return there (un-

humbled and unbelieving) or whether its birth-place

may be this Western division of the Roman earth.

The land of Shinar is its final resting-place : it is there

that the house of its glory is to be built : but the place

of its origin is in some other region. It is to be taken

from the country of its birth, and transported to the

land of Shinar as its final home. "Then lifted I up

mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came out two

women, and the wind was in their wings ; for they had

wings like the wings of a stork : and they lifted up the

ephah between the earth and the heaven. Then said I

to the angel that talked with me, Whither do these bear

the ephah ? And he said unto me, To build it an house in

the land of Shinar : and it shall be established, and set

there upon her own base." (Zech. v. 9—11.) We know

not as yet what these women may represent ; whether

the concurrent systems of Judaism and Gentilism, or

whether the secular combining with the false ecclesias

tical systems of the Roman earth. There will be some

such concurrent agency; and so the Ephah, and the

woman, and the wickedness, shall be together borne into

the land of Shinar—that land where human evil first

commenced its course upon the restored earth, in im

pious defiance of God. To that same land will it be

borne : and every influence will favour (for " the wind

was in their wings"), and there it shall be "estab

lished," and "a house" builded for it. Then it will

* Of course I mean only to include those forms of Protes

tantism that have gone into infidelity or worldliness, not the

faithful witnesses of truth, whether individuals or bodies, that

have from time to time appeared among Protestants, testifying

against Popery and other corruptions. Ungodly Protestantism

has caused many faithful Protestants to suffer.
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be no longer a concealed system—no longer a woman

hidden in an Ephah. Her position 'will be altered then.

She will be displayed in meretriciousness, attractiveness,

and glory. She will be known as the great harlot that

sitteth upon many waters, arrayed in purple and scarlet,

and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls,

and bearing upon her forehead her name, " Babylon the

Great, the mother of harlots and abominations of the

earth." Such is the description which the Revelation

gives of that sovereign system which is to reign for a

season over the prophetic earth. Is this testimony at

variance with that which we have seen in the Prophets

of the Old Testament ? Is it at variance even with our

own judgment upon present facts ?



REVELATION XVII. CONSIDERED IN CONNEC

TION WITH ZECHARIAH V.—MANIFESTATION

OF THE HARLOT.

That an ungodly mercantile system is to be established

in the land of Shinar, and that an individual named in

Isaiah "King of Babylon"—"Lucifer"—"the Assy

rian," will be ruling and acting in the prophetic earth

when " the Day of the Lord " comes, wUl not, I think,

be questioned by any who candidly consider the evidence

that has been adduced from the Old Testament Scrip

ture. At present, no such system is established either

in "the land of Shinar" or elsewhere; nor does any

such individual rule. The kingdoms of the Roman

earth are many of them convulsed and disorganised.

As a whole, they are under the control of no sovereign

system, nor of any sovereign lord. Society has been

shaken ; and men have seemed in danger of becoming

"as the fishes of the sea, as the creeping things that

have no ruler over them." But society will not finally

be disorganised. The Scripture reveals that there will

be a sovereign system—a sovereign city—and a sov

ereign monarch at the close. The system is symbolized

by the woman in the Ephah, established in the land of

Shinar. The city is Babylon, " the beauty of the Chal-

dees' excellency." The monarch is "the Assyrian,"

the "king of Babylon." Such is the conclusion to be

drawn from the testimony of the Old Testament Pro

phets alone.

o
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!

Nor can the evidence of the New Testament be dis

cordant therewith. If the Old and New Testaments

treat of the circumstances which are immediately to

precede the Advent of the Lord in glory, the substantive

facts of that period must be alike referred to in both.

If the Old Testament declares that Babylon and " the

Land of Shinar" is to be the focus of influential wicked

ness at the time of the end, it is impossible that the Re-

velation, when professedly treating of the same period,

should be silent respecting such wickedness, or respect

ing the place of its concentration. If the Old Testament

speaks of an individual of surpassing power who will

connect himself with this wickedness, and be the king

of Babylon, and glorify himself as God, it is not to be

supposed that the Revelation should treat of the same

period and be silent respecting such an event. If, there

fore, in the Old Testament, the sphere be fixed—the

locality named—the individual defined—it is impos

sible that the Bevelation, when detailing the events of

the same period, should alter the localities, or change the

individual. There cannot be two sovereign individuals,

nor two sovereign cities in the same sphere at the same

time. If the mention of the "Land of Shinar," and

of " Assyria," and of " the king of Babylon," be in

tended in the Old Testament to render our thoughts

fixed and definite, why should similar terms, applied in

the Revelation to a period avowedly the same, be less

definite ?

Can any one who had once seen the prophecy of

Zechariah V., read the eighteenth chapter of the Reve

lation, without the thought of the establishment of the

Ephah in the land of Shinar occurring spontaneously

to his mind? If in that land a great mercantile city

were established (and this Zechariah's prophecy indi

cates, when it speaks of the house being there builded

for the Ephah, and her who is within it) would it not

exactly answer to the description given in the Revela

tion of the world's last sovereign city? Merchandize
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would be there : " the merchandize of gold, and silver,

and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and

purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and

all manner of vessels of ivory, and all manner of vessels

of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and

marble, and cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and

frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and

wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots,

and bodies, and souls of men."

Such is the picture of that city which is to close the

history of the world's evil greatness. And if at this

moment Western civilization were permitted to revivify

the East, and to rear there a city suited to its desires,

would it vary from the picture the Revelation gives of

Babylon ? The whole world would be ransacked that

it might supply its treasures ; the city would be filled

with the earth's goodliness ; nor would either the bodies

or the souls of men be spared in the eagerness of acqui

sition. Such a city will ultimately appear, but none

such exists at present. Rome is not this, nor ever has

been. It has never answered to this picture.* Of

* I quote the following from Dr. Chalmers, to show the

doubts that have already been raised in godly minds as to Eome

being the Babylon of the Revelation.

" Revelation xviii. What can be the city here spoken of ?

It is much liker London than Rome— a commercial than a

mere ecclesiastical capital The lamentation of the

kings for Babylon points more to the ecclesiastical capital of

their monarchies, whereas the description of her wealth and

merchandize points greatly more to our own London

The lamentation of the sailors points more to a plaoe of great

shipping interest than to Rome, or any place in Italy, and

strengthens the argument for its being the capital of our own

land. We cannot perceive that shipowners are much engaged

by the traffic of Rome ; and the lamentation seems far more

applicable to London, lapsed, it may be, when the period of this

fulfilment comes round, into Antichristianism. The merchants

of our land are far more the great men of the earth than those

of any other nation." (Sabbath Scripture Readings, by the late

Thomas Chalmers, D.D., vol. iv., p. 423.)
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Rome it never could have been said, that " her mer

chants were the great men of the earth " ; nor that " all

that had ships in the sea were made rich by her," nor

that "every shipmaster, and all the company in ships,

and as many as trade by sea," found in her the centre

of their interests. These things have not been true of

Rome, neither are they true to the full of any other

city. The metropolis of our own country resembles far

more nearly than Rome this last great merchant city.

Ships — shipmasters — merchants — merchandize and

costliness, mark on London and its dependencies the

outward characteristics of Babylon, far more distinctly

than on any city of the earth beside. Nor is this other

than we might expect. The East is likely to receive

its character from the civilization of the West ; and we

know that the Ephah is not first seen in the land of

Shinar. It is transplanted there when the time comes

to prepare for it " a house." The character of that

"house" it is the object of the eighteenth of Revelation

to detail.

But the question respecting the woman in the Ephah

is far more important than any respecting either the

Ephah itself, or the house in which its glory is to be

displayed. The facts of Babylon's outward condition

are indeed important—momentously important : but,

as servants of God, we are far more concerned with the

system which, for a season at least, is to animate that

city, and to give to it its moral characteristics in the esti

mate of God. No one of enquiring mind, when search

ing into the condition of a city or an empire, would be

content with beholding its outward greatness merely.

He would not be satisfied by the sight of its fleets, or

armies, or storehouses, or palaces ; he would ask what

the principles were—the social—the political—reli

gious —educational—moral principles, on which the

greatness which he had beheld was constructed. He

would desire to see the city morally, as well as the city

outwardly. And this distinction is carefully observed
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in the Scripture. A woman is the symbol of the first—

a city, the symbol of the latter.

The seventeenth chapter of the Revelation pourtrays

Babylon morally. A woman, no longer hidden in an

Ephah, but displayed in full attractiveness, is the symbol

of the moral system. Her name is given and she is

characterized as "the mother of harlots and abomina

tions of the earth." But she was not seen alone. A

ten-horned Beast, full of names of blasphemy—the

same who finally makes war against the King of kings

and Lord of lords, and afterward is cast alive into a lake

of fire burning with brimstone—he sustains her. A

fearful picture this. Well might it be said that wicked

ness was hidden in the Ephah. This is that which will

finally arise from the present convulsions of the Euro

pean world.

The system will be an attractive, although a mercan

tile system. Meretricious allurement marks the harlot,

and gathers around her the homage both of the nations

and their kings. We should scarcely have supposed

that an Ephah would have given birth to attractiveness

like this. Traffic seems almost necessarily to suggest

the thought of covetousness ; and covetousness is not

in itself attractive, even to the natural heart of man.

When the possession of wealth is made the final end ;

when it is treasured in the coffer and not expended in

purposes of luxury or display ; or when means that are

undignified or degrading have been adopted in its at

tainment—the pursuit of riches is, under such circum

stances, regarded with disdain, its acquisition being

connected with habits that are repulsive to the pride,

and taste, and inclinations of man. But acquisition

may be connected with circumstances that tend rather

to dignify than to degrade.' A system that adopts for

its end, not the welfare of individuals merely, but un

dertakes to make whole nations and peoples happy and

prosperous ; that proposes the development of the re

sources of the whole earth, and to that end visits every

a 2
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land, and traverses every sea ; that encourages intellec

tual effort and every kind of energy, availing itself of

all that science can suggest or invention supply ; that

shrinks from no sacrifice that would ensure the improve

ment of its instrumental agency ; that avows for its

end, not the mere possession of wealth, but the power,

and influence, and glory that result from its employment

—such a system, however much covetousness may lurk

within, will not seem covetous. A bright halo is thrown

around it. Its undertakings will be applauded, for they

are great and wonderful, requiring enterprise, and cour

age, and skill, and talent. Its instruments will be ad

mired; for it enlists in its service the intellect, and

wisdom, and science of the world. Its objects will be

approved, for they suit the inclinations, and gratify the

tastes of men. Poetry, painting, sculpture, architecture

—in a word, all the adornments of human life are

among its objects ; and so it gratifies the tastes of men.

The possession of power is one of its objects ; that gra

tifies the ambition of men. Luxurious enjoyment is an

object ; that satisfies the sensuality of men. Display is

an object; that gratifies the pride of men. Human

nature is met in the varieties of its tendencies ; and the

result is a fascinating and attractive whole before which

society bows. False religions, that is to say, every re

ligious compact, whether nominally Christian or not, in

which the world rules, will consent to be the handmaid

of a system more potent than themselves, whose aid

they will require, because without it they cannot stand.

The hope of exclusive predominance will be gone, and

therefore the great stimulus to rivalry one with another

will be taken away. Truth will be willingly sacrificed

to infidel liberality, which will dignify itself under the

name of love. Worldly Protestantism and the Greek

Churches, Popery, Mahomedanism and Judaism, will be

the handmaids of one sovereign mistress, and will live

in a kind of harmony together. The compact will be

applauded—men will call it heavenly. They will think
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it to be the lion feeding with the lamb; the leopard

lying down with the kid. The peace of Babylon will

be in their sight, as the peace of the Zion of God.

There are already abundant indications of the prin

ciples of this system being conceived in the hearts of

men. The words and writings of many have for some

time afforded evidence of this ; although hitherto, per

haps, utilitarianism has pursued its ends in some degree

apart from the modifications which taste and refinement

would supply ; and expediency or necessity, rather than

fixed principle, has guided men's practical determina

tions. This will probably continue to be the case whilst

the Ephah only is seen, and the system remains unde

veloped and unestablished. But when established in

the land of Shinar, it will cause the city which has

been prepared for "its house" to be "sovereign over

the kings of the earth " ; and the character that it will

imprint upon the nations may be judged of from that

city in which it will find its temple.

Sovereignty over the kings of the earth will be one

of the distinctive marks of this system when it is

established; and will constitute an era in the world's

history. For kings to rule is a different thing from

kings being ruled ; and therefore, a period in which a

potent central system avowedly controls all the sovereigns

of the prophetic earth, is a new period. It constitutes

a new era in the history of regal power. It is true in

deed that such sovereignty over kings has in past years

been coveted by certain systems, but it has not been

attained. Popery has industriously sought it, but even

in its own limited Western sphere, it has never suc

ceeded in attaining its desire. Protestantism, and of

late years, Infidelity, have taken from Popery its domi

nance even in the West ; and as to the Eastern division

of the Roman earth, Mahomedanism and the Eastern

Churches have almost excluded it from their sphere.

Popery, therefore, has never reigned over the kings of the

prophetic earth ; but this coming system will. It will
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have sovereignty over all the ten kings of (nje oiKovfievr)g)

the Roman World. To resist it will be to forfeit their

thrones—to obey it will be prosperity and peace. Wil

lingly or unwillingly, they must bow to its supremacy

and be content to serve.

But there is also another circumstance to mark the

era of its establishment in power. That great individual

around whom Satan will gather the glory of the deceived

nations, will be the sustainer of this system, and the

executive agent of its authority. In itself it will be a

system more wisely formed and more attractive than

any the earth has yet beheld. But in order to give full

effect to any system, a living hand is needed, sufficiently

wise and sufficiently strong to develop and to enforce

its principles, and to control their operation. Such an

instrument will be provided in him, who, although

himself subservient to the harlot (for she was seen

seated on the beast) yet wields, even whilst serving

her, all the regal authority of the Eoman earth; for

the Ten horns were seen on the beast, upon whom the

woman sat. Here then we find the first manifestation

in power of this last great monarch of the earth. He

appears not merely as the servant, but the minister of

that great system which is to be Queen over the kings

of the earth. As her minister, he represents of course

her power, and exercises authority over those whom she

governs.

It has not been unusual for those who have succeeded

in raising themselves to greatness, to become the minis

ters first of some ruling system, which, until they have

found themselves sufficiently powerful to destroy, they

have consented to flatter and to serve. The last great

despot of France*—he who, perhaps more than any

other in modern days, has foreshadowed the character

and the ways of Antichrist, was first the minister, and

* This was written in 1848. Since then there has been an

other remarkable exemplification of this in France.
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afterward the destroyer of the ruling system of the day.

The result of the revolution was —a system. Much

anxious care had been bestowed on its construction.

The rising soldier flattered and served it. But it was

but for a moment. He desired to be a monarch—not

a servant. As soon therefore as he was strong, he turned

upon the system which he had served, destroyed it, and

became himself the monarch—the sole centre of au

thority and power. "France," said he, " is myself."

Nor will it be otherwise in the coming hour. The

political throes of Europe will give birth to a system

which the kingdoms of the Roman world will recognise

as supreme. Antichrist will appear, and Antichrist

will sustain it. But he will sustain it for a moment

only. He and the kings that are under him will grow

weary of the dominance of a system—burdensome to

them all, but especially ill suited to the character of

one who " shall do according to his will," and exalt

himself above every thing, even above every "god,"

and "think to change times and laws"—who, in a

word, shall seek to remodel human life, in order that

he may glorify himself. "The ten horns which thou

sawest and the beast, * these shall hate the whore, and

shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her

flesh and burn her with fire. For God hath put into

their hearts to fulfil his will, and to give their kingdom

unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled."

The system therefore falls ; and Babylon, by the fall of

its system, ceases to reign. Babylon morally is destroyed,

though Babylon physically will remain ; and under its

mighty Head and Master will be the golden city—

living deliciously, till the hour arrives for him and it to

perish together when " the Day of the Lord " comes.

Such is the testimony of the last book of Scripture.

Is it or is it not in accordance with that which the Old

* Kat ra SeKa Kepara, & £&c icat to Sijpiov ovtoi fuarioovoi,

ifec- Such is the right reading. See Tregelles.
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Testament Prophets have spoken ? And if former sys

tems which have hitherto given a character to human

life are being removed, in order that the last great sys

tem of evil may be brought in ; if the Ephah and the

woman are being prepared for the land of Shinar, how

earnest will be the desire of our great adversary to hide

from us the agency of his hand—how great his anxiety,

if he cannot altogether withdraw us from the Word of

God, to absorb us in meditations on the past, that we -

might not consider that which is to come : content that

we should regard the ray that prophecy has shed upon

the past, if we see not its light penetrating the darkness

into which we are about to enter.

That there have been and are cities in which many

of the moral features of Babylon may be traced, will be

admitted by all who are accustomed to apply the prin

ciples of Scripture. Many an individual, and many a

system may have foreshadowed Antichrist and Anti-

christianism. " Even now," said the Apostle, " are

there many Antichrists " ; but he also said, " Ye know

that THE ANTICHRIST (o AvnXp«n-oc) shall come."

The streams of iniquity have long flowed—the channels

have been many and diverse : but why, because we

have seen the streams, should we forget the confluence

of the many waters at the close ?

The effect of our thus being solely occupied with the

past is to make us act and speak as if the days of wicked

ness were virtually passed away, and as if the black

shades of the night of evil were gradually becoming

blended with light, and were thus slowly disappearing

in the advancing brightness of day. Indeed darkness

is mistaken for light—the deeds of Satan for the works

of Christ.

"When European civilization shall have imprinted its

character upon Syria and the East, and the nations of

the Roman earth are bound together in an organized

system of development, how variously will the scene be

contemplated by various minds. Some will regard it

i



MANIFESTATION OF THE HARLOT. 71

as the master-piece of Satan ; others will imagine it to

be of God. Human philanthropy will seem to many,

Christian love : indifference to Christ's truth, charity :

success in developing the resources of the earth, the

earth's promised Sabbatism. The word of prophecy is

given that we might be protected from this delusion.

It makes manifest the character of the evil, and testifies

of the coming wrath. It guides also to that precious

blood which alone maketh meet for the inheritance of

the saints in light.

The period of the weakness of truth, is, as might be.

expected, the hour of Satan's triumph. It was when

David was feeble and the vigour of his government re

laxed, that Absalom pretended to be the father of peace,

and stole away the hearts of Israel, by promising greater

and better things than David's throne had given. Nor

is it otherwise now. Christianity has waxed feeble ;

iniquity has abounded ; love waxed cold. The oppor

tunity is afforded for other systems adverse to Christ

and to His truth, to steal away the hearts of men, and

to promise blessings which Christianity (they say) has

failed to give. But Absalom prospered only for a season.

The covenant with the throne of David was ordered in

all things and sure. It was able to endure the storm.

So shall it be finally with Christ's people and with His

truth. It is as enduring as Himself, whose kingdom is

an everlasting kingdom, and His name endureth through

out all generations. How honourable then and how

blessed the place of association with Christ's truth

whilst yet suffering in the earth. How surely will they

who keep the hour of Christ's patience, rejoice when that

hour of temptation which is coming " upon the whole

world to try them that dwell upon the earth" shall have

passed, and the sovereignty of the world become at last

the sovereignty of their God, and of His Christ.*

* I am not aware that any recent writer on prophecy has

regarded the prediction respecting the Ephah as fulfilled. . Dr.
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Keith considers it to be future ; but by a strange forgetfulness,

not unfrequent when the mind is absorbed by one exclusive

thought, he speaks of its establishment in the land of Shinar

as an act of the Lord's hand in blessing ; not remembering that

it is said, " This is wickedness," and that the Lord will not

when the days of blessing come, establish wickedness either in

the land of Shinar or elsewhere.

That this is an inadvertency on the part of Dr. Keith which

he will at once acknowledge and correct as soon as it is pointed

out, I feel assured. But it will be otherwise with those who,

having no right sensibilities to guide them, will, by and by,

see the establishment of this Ephah, and exult in it as the

work of God.

The passage to which I refer in Dr. Keith's work is as follows :

" Sin has wrought desolation in Chaldea, as finally, if unre-

pented of, it must in any, and in every land. But justice shall

yet dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in the

fruitful field. And—not in Judea alone, on the restoration and

conversion of all the house of Israel, but throughout all nations,

when enlightened by the word of God, and renewed by His

Spirit, moved by whom the prophets spake—the ' work of righ

teousness shall be peace ; and the effect of righteousness, quiet

ness and assurance for ever.' (Isaiah xxxii. 15—17.) And it

is pleasing to pause for a moment, and to turn from the direful

retrospect of sin, judgment, and desolation which the past

history of Chaldea holds up to view, to a word of Scripture

(one word, if rightly interpreted, is enough) which, like a bright

star in the east, shines as the harbinger of a brighter day, after

the long night of darkness which has rested on that land which

was full of wickedness, and therefore has been emptied in judg

ment. And seemingly commencing convulsions, in the war

and the trial of principles, throughout the wide world, that

must come—the rising ' hurricane,' which, controlled by the

Lord, shall yet sweep every moral 'pestilence' from the earth—

seem in their beginning, to betoken that the time may not be

distant, when the effect of the vision shall be seen. ' Then said

I to the angel that talked with me (Zechariah v. 10, 11), whither

do these bear the Ephah ? And he said unto me, To build it an

house in the land of Shinar; and it shall be established, and set

there on its own base, in the land of Shinar'; but it is not said,

in the city of Babylon. Building, establishing, and setting, all

appear to be significative of blessing—of re-construction, on a

new base, and not reducible to heaps, and though the previous

vision be of judgment, He whose name is the THE BRANCH,

is immediately after spoken of ; and in ' building the temple of



MANIFESTATION OF THE HARLOT. 73

the Lord,' His office is redemption. But, without a metaphor,

it is said, and, without a doubt, it shall prove true— All the

ends of the earth shall see the salvation of the Lord. The

whole earth shall rejoice— the wilderness and the solitary places

shall be glad for them ; and the desert shall rejoice, and blos

som as the rose. (Keith's Evidence, Note, p. 274.)

The preceding observations were, as has already been

stated, written at the close of the year 1848, a period

when almost every throne on the European Continent

was threatened by the violence of democracy and social

ism. Since then the scene has changed, and despotism

ruling by military power is again in the ascendant.

Nevertheless the principle of representative government,

where the people are permitted in legislative assemblies

to limit and direct the action of the crown, is not

banished even from France. In England, France, Bel

gium, Portugal, Spain, Piedmont, and Greece, the prin

ciple of representative government is still acknowledged,

and a leaning towards it has been manifested even at

Constantinople. We know from the second chapter of

Daniel that this form of government will finally prevail

in all the Ten Kingdoms into which the Eoman world

(Eastern as well as "Western) shall finally be divided.

In the midst however of th« convulsions and wars

through which Europe has passed during the last ten

years, commerce has not ceased to advance. The Mon

arch of France has never lost sight of its importance ;

and its influence in that country is being extended and

consolidated. The government of France evidently

hope by means of commerce to gather around the throne

a body who as possessors of wealth, will be interested

in preserving order and withstanding the levelling prin

ciples of socialism. It would be difficult to say what,

except commerce, could in such a country as France

raise up a trustworthy bulwark around the throne. As

regards our own country and its dependencies, the pro
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gress of commercial wealth and commercial influence is

too obvious to require notice.

Commerce has necessarily brought our country into

connexion with " peoples, and multitudes, and nations,

and tongues." In seeking to conciliate them it has

been tempted to accommodate itself to their habits, and

to ignore Truth. In Bengal this has been done to such

an excess that the very principles of latitudinarianism

itself have been themselves transgressed. Christianity

there has not been allowed to stand on an equality with

other systems : but Mahomedanism and Idolatry have

been fostered, and Christianity repressed. To extort

from the Government a promise of neutrality is what

the friends of the Bible propose to themselves. But

this "neutrality" is not granted yet. More than

£173,000 are annually paid still for the support of

Idolatry. Idols are still honoured, and Christ and His

Truth repudiated. But suppose "neutrality" were con

ceded. What would " neutrality" in government lan

guage mean ? It would mean that no one who held

any office, civil or military, under the Crown, should

be allowed to do anything by word or deed that would

imply that they desired to bring souls from darkness to

light, and from the power of Satan unto God. Would

it be easy to enforce this on true servants of Christ ?

"Would they submit thus to deny their Lord ? And in

legislative acts would it be possible (I speak not now of

the sin of such a course) to pursue undeviatingly such

a path as should never seem to incline either towards

Christianity, or Islamism, or Judaism, or Brahminism ?

It is easy to theorize about governments as governments

being atheistic ; but in practice such a thing never has

been, and never will be. Even Antichrist will cause

himself to be worshipped. We may confidently say

that the expected neutrality will never be attained.

The neutrality of inaction we shall never see. Even

whilst they are talking about neutrality our Government

are escorting with honour Morocco Princes on a pil-
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grimage to Mecca. Another kind of neutrality—a

neutrality which, while it abstains from owning the

presence of exclusive Truth in any thing, will sustain

with even-handed indifference the Bible one moment,

and the Koran the next, we may perhaps see : though

such neutrality will practically exhibit in result, habi

tual partiality for falsehood, and habitual enmity to

Truth.

It is not a little remarkable too, how this latitudi-

narian tendency of the Government is aided by the rise

of that new sect in the Established Church of England

who are called " the Broad Church." I say new sect

because the tolerated promulgation of such doctrines in

the English Establishment is new, and no unimportant

sign of the times, though the doctrines themselves are

not new, but found more or less in the writings of

pseudo-philanthropic religionists, from the time of Wil

liam Penn to the present. The governmental system

that seeks that men should fraternize as men, without

regard to their religious distinctions, is of course effec

tually aided by a theory that asserts that Christ is in

all men : that Christ by incarnation united Himself to

all men ; that the shedding of blood is not needful to

appease wrath, because that in God there is no wrath.

A theory like this allows no distinctive place to the

family of faith : neither can it regard any as " children

of wrath," for how can they be children of wrath in

whom Christ is. The voice of the enemy has long pro

claimed to deceived Christendom that all who are duly

baptized by priestly hands are regenerate : but now we

are to believe something further. We are to believe

that Christ is in all men. They are born regenerate.

All men are brethren in the flesh, and brethren in Christ

also. What can latitudinarianism desire more than

this ? Secular latitudinarianism may well rejoice in

such allies. Antichrist will scarcely be more indebted

to the false prophet that prophesies in his presence, than

secular latitudinarianism is to these teachers. Like
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their successor, they may be lamb-like in appearance,

but faith recognizes their voice to be the voice of the

Dragon. They may scoff now at the puerilities and

Jewish prejudices and mistakes of the Apostles of our

God and Saviour, and may degrade the Scripture to the

level of Shakespeare, and make what they call the in

spirations of genius (frequently another name for the

inspiration of Satan) the same as the inspiration of the

Prophets and Apostles of God—they may mock thus

for a season ; but surely there is a time coming when

God shall mock at them. " I also will laugh at their

calamity ; I will mock when their fear cometh."
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UNFULFILLED PREDICTIONS FROM

JEREMIAH, &c.

Although many of the texts that follow have already

been referred to, it may be desirable to present them

together in a tabular form.

They show that however much the past desolation of

Babylon may be regarded as premonitory, and in many

respects like that which is yet to be, yet that the specific

characteristics of the final ruin are not at present found.

Jeremiah L.

Ver. 3. " Her LAND de

solate, and none shall dwell

therein ; they shall remove,

they shall depart, both man

and beast."

Ver. 4. "In those days,

and in that time, saith the

Lord, the children of Israel

shall come, they and the

children of Judah together,

going and weeping : they

shall go, and seek the Lord

their God. They shall ask

the way to Zion with their

faces thitherward, saying,

Come, and let us join our

selves to the Lord in a per

petual covenant that shall

not be forgotten."

Remarks.

Even the city has not yet

been visited by such entire

desolation, much less the

LAND, which according to

Sin Henry Rawlinson is not

less than one hundred miles

in length, and from forty to

seventy in breadth.

A general return of Israel

is predicted in this verse. In

the restoration under Cyrus

and his successors only a few

returned. Israel and Judah

have never been united since

the days of Rehoboam; nor

have they joined themselves

to the Lord in an everlasting

covenant. On the contrary,

they are peculiarly cast off

for their iniquities.

h 2



78 AIDS TO PROPHETIC ENQUIRY.

Jeremiah L. Remarks.

Ver. 28. " The voice of Those of Israel who re-

them that flee and escape out turned to Jerusalem under

of the land of Babylon, to the auspices of Cyrus did not

decl are in Zion the vengeance either "flee" or "escape";

of the Lord our God." but returned quietly by per

mission of the sovereign of

Babylon, and that some time

after it had been taken.

Ver. 40. " As God over

threw Sodom and Gomor

rah, and the neighbour cities

thereof, saith the Lord; so

shall no man abide there ;

neither shall any son of man

dwell therein."

Ver. 41. "Manykings shall

be raised up from the coasts

of the earth. They shall

hold the bow and the lance :

they are cruel, and will not

shew mercy." *

Ver. 40. "At the noise of

the taking of Babylon the

earth is moved, and the cry

is heard among the nations."

Ver. 1 (i. " Cut off the sower

from Babylon, and him that

liandleth the sickle in the

time of harvest."

LI. ver. 6. " Flee out of

the midst of Babylon, and

Babylon has never yet been

desolated as Sodom and Go

morrah. Many thousand per

sons dwell in Hillah.

Clemency rather than cru

elty marked the victory of

the Modes and Persians. It

does not appear that there

were many kings, nor that

they came from very distant

regions.

When Cyrus captured Ba

bylon the earth and the na

tions were almost unaffected

thereby.

At present, abundant har

vests are gathered in by those

who go forth from Hillah.

These words are virtually

quoted in the Revelation.

♦ The exceeding cruelty of the victors at the final siege is

also emphatically dwelt on in Isaiah xiii : " They shall have no

pity on the fruit of the womb : their eye shall not spare chil

dren." For evidence as to the use of the bow in modern war

fare, see note on page 102.
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Jeremiah LI.

deliver every man his soul :

be not cut off in her iniquity ;

for this is the time of the

Lord's vengeance."

Ver. 26. "They shall not

take of thee a stone for a

Ver. 27. "Set ye up a

standard in the land, Mow

the trumpet among the na

tions, prepare the nations

against her, call together

against her the kingdoms of

Ararat, Minni, & Ashchenaz ;

appoint a captain against

her ; cause the horses to

come up as the rough cater

pillars. Prepare against her

the nations with the kings of

the Medes, (i.e. Madai) the

captains thereof, and all the

rulers thereof, and all the

land of his (i.e. Madai's)

dominion."

Remarks.

They are not applicable to

the past capture ; for then,

there was no universal de

struction to render that sud

den flight necessary.

Hillah is huilt of mate

rials taken from the ruins of

Babylon.

The plurality of kings and

nations is very marked in

this passage. Thus we have

the expression, kings of Ma

dai, indicating the kings of

the family of Madai where-

ever dwelling.

In the Revelation we find

a similar allusion to a plural

ity of kings, when the drying

up of the Euphrates is men

tioned. " The water thereof

was dried up, that the way

of the kings who are from

the east (tuiv euro avaroKCtv)

might be prepared."

Isaiah xiii. 20. " Neither An Arabian tribe was en-

shall the Arabian pitch tent camped between the Birs

there." Nimroud and Hillah when

General Chesney was there.

In the description of the former capture we do not

read as we do when the future capture is described, of a

multitudinous and simultaneous gathering of many na

tions and many kings (amongst whom, let it be observed,

no supreme ruler is named, all that is said being this,

" appoint a captain against her ") ; but our attention is

almost exclusively turned to Cyrus individually, and

the conquest is regarded as solely that of the Medes and
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Persians, more particularly the latter, because Cyrus

had raised Persia above Media. The undivided pre

eminence of Cyrus is very distinctly marked in Isaiah

xlv. : " Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,

whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations be

fore Him to open before Him the two leaved

gates ; I will go before THEE I will give

THEE the treasures of darkness," &c* Cyrus is not

mentioned in the chapters we have been considering in

Jeremiah, nor in Isaiah when he speaks of the Day of

the Lord. On the contrary, it is implied that there is

no one sovereign head over the many nations assembled,

but a " captain is to be appointed."

* Cyrus is evidently regarded in this passage as a type of

Christ, the great final destroyer of Babylon. But no such typical

personage is mentioned in connection with the last gathering

of nations against Babylon : partly, I suppose, because the Lord

Himself completes the desolation which those nations com

mence, partly, because the victors themselves are smitten when

the Day of the Lord comes upon conquerors and conquered

alike. Those, therefore, who conquer and then are themselves

destroyed, would not be fit types of Him, " whose kingdom shall

be an everlasting kingdom, and His throne endureth through

out all generations."

It is worthy of remark that the verses that immediately pre

cede the declaration of Jeremiah against Babylon, record the

doom of Elam, i. «., Persia : " Thus saith the Lord of hosts,

Behold, I will break the bow of Elam upon Elam will I

bring the four winds I will scatter them towards all those

winds there shall be no nation whither the outcasts of

Elam shall not come ; I will c*ause Elam to be dismayed

I will set my throne in Elam, and will destroy from thence, the

king and the princes, saith the Lord." Such is the doom pro

nounced upon the nation that originally conquered Babylon.

" But it shall come to pass in the latter days, that I will bring

again the captivity of Elam, saith the Lord." (Jer. xlix.)
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CORRESPONDENT TESTIMONY OF THE OLD

TESTAMENT AND THE APOCALYPSE RE

SPECTING BABYLON.

It is important to notice the similarity, even in minute

expressions, between the Old Testament Prophets and

the Revelation, when they respectively treat of Baby

lon. It is true that such similarity may not be in itself

sufficient to prove the identity of the subject matter.

The expressions may refer only to such characteristics

as are capable of being found at the same time in two

different cities. For example, two different cities may

at the same time be alike characterized by mercantile

wealth, or by certain features of moral evil. But two

different cities cannot at the same time be sovereign in

the same sphere, nor be at the same time Antichrist's

chief city, and bear in the Old and New Testament the

same name, and perish at the same time, and under the

same judgments. When the Old and New Testament

Prophecies concur in assigning such characteristics to a

given city, the subject of their testimony must be the

same. Indeed, as has been already said, it would be

impossible for Babylon to be what the Old Testament

declares it shall be at the close of this dispensation,

without its being mentioned in a book, such as the

Revelation, which professedly describes the condition

of the nations at that hour.
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Rev. XVII. I.

"Come hither, I will show

thee the judgment of the

great whore, that sitteth upon

many waters."

Rev. XVII. 4.

" Having a golden cup in

her hand, full of abomina

tions."

Rev. XVII. 2.

" The inhabitants of the

earth have been made drunk

with the wine of her forni

cation."

These passages, it should be observed, ascribe a uni

versality of influence to Babylon 'which certainly ex

ceeds any that she possessed previous to her capture by

the Persians.

Jek. LI. 13.

" 0 tbou that dwellest upon

many waters, thine end is

come, and the measure of

thy covetousness."

Jer. LI. 7.

" Babylon hath been a

golden cup in the Lord's

hand, that made all the earth

drunken."

Jek. LI. 7.

" The nations have drunk

en of her wine : therefore

the nations are mad."

Isaiah XLVII. 5.

" 0 daughter of the Chal

deans . . . , the lady of king

doms."

XIII. 19. "Babylon, the

glory of kingdoms."

XLVII. 7. " Thou saidst,

I shall be a lady for ever ....

Therefore hear now this, thou

that art given to pleasures,

that dwellest carelessly, that

sayest in thine heart, I am,

and none else beside me; I

shall not sit as a widow, nei

ther shall [ know the loss of

children; but these two things

shall come to thee in a mo

ment, in one day, the loss of

children, and widowhood."

Rev. XVII. 18 & XVIII. 7, 8.

" The woman which thou

sawest is that great city which

reigneth over the kings of

the earth."

" How much she hath

glorified herself, and lived

delieiously, so much torment

and sorrow give her ; for she

hath said in her heart, I sit

a queen, and am no widow,

and shall see no sorrow.

Therefore shall her plagues

come in one day, death, and

mourning, and famine."
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Jer. XLI. 25.

" I will make thee a burnt

mountain."

Jer. XLI. 45.

" My people, go ye out of

the midst or her, and deliver

ye every man his soul from

the fierce anger of the Lord."

L. 8. " Remove out of the

midst of Babylon."

LI. 6. " Flee out of the

midst of Babylon."

Jer. LI. 9.

" For her judgment reach-

eth unto heaven."

Jer. L. 15.

" Take vengeance upon

her; as she bath done, do

unto her."

Jer. L. 29.

" Recompense her accord

ing to her work; according

to all that she hath done, do

unto her."

Is. XXI. 9. Jer. XLI. 8.

" Babylon is fallen, is fal

len. Babylon is suddenly

fallen and destroyed."

Isaiah XIII. 81.

" Wild beasts of the desert

shall be there, and their

houses shall be full of doleful

creatures ; and owls shall

dwell there, and satyrs (pai-

fwvia LXX.) shall dance

there."

Rev. XVIII. 8.

" She shall be utterly burn

ed with fire."

Rev. XVIII. 4.

" Come out of her, my

people, that ye be not par

takers of her sins, and that

ye receive not of her plagues."

Rev. XVIII. 5.

" For her sins have reach

ed unto heaven."

Rev. XVIII. 6.

" Reward her even as she

rewarded you, and double

unto her double, according

to her works .... in the cup

which she hath filled, fill to

her double."

Rev. XVIII. 2.

" Babylon the great is fall

en, is fallen."

Rev. XVIII. 2.

" And is become the habi

tation of devils, and the hold

of every foul spirit, and a

cage of every unclean and

hateful bird "



84 AIDS TO PROPHETIC ENQUIRY.

Jer. LI. 63, 64.

"And it shall be, when thou

hast made an end of reading

this book, that thou shalt

bind a stone to it, and cast

it into the midst of Euphra

tes : and thou shalt say, Thus

shall Babylon sink, and shall

not rise from the evil that I

will bring upon her."

Rev. XVIII. 21.

" And a mighty angel took

up a stone like to a great

millstone, and cast it into the

sea, saying, Thus with vio

lence shall that great city

Babylon be thrown down,

and shall be found no more

at all."
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THE SEVENTEENTH CHAPTER OF REVELA

TION NOT FULFILLED IN THE HISTORIES

OF IMPERIAL OR PAPAL ROME.

We cannot read the seventeenth chapter of the Reve

lation without feeling that there is a peculiar solemnity

in its testimony. It speaks of the existence of a system

so attractive that, to say the least, all the kingdoms of

the Roman world bow before its seductiveness. Joy,

not terror, is to be its instrument—its efficient instru

ment in reaching the hearts of men : a joy designated

by the fearful words, "wine of wrath." It is to be

sustained by one so glorious, that all the world wonders

after him—so wicked, that he is represented by a beast

full of names of blasphemy—so daring as at last to

defy openly the King of kings and Lord of lords, even

when He is revealed in His glory, and the armies of

heaven follow him. In reading such a prophecy, we

almost instinctively ask, Is it fulfilled? Who would

not be glad to think, if it were God's will, that this

hour of great deceivableness had passed. But so far

from having passed, it is not even come.

A proof of this is found in the simple fact that the

nations of the Roman earth have, during the past year,*

been well nigh thoroughly disorganised ; and at the

present moment they are not under the control of any

sovereign system, nor any sovereign individual. When

he who is denominated the Beast appears, he appears

as the undisputed master of the whole Roman earth, for

all the ten horns are to be on his head, and he never again

* A.D., 1848.
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quits the scene until destroyed by the King of Icings at

His appearing.

On this argument, which has been frequently used

in the preceding pages, I chiefly rest. Many others

might be added ; but it is seldom desirable to multiply

reasons when one is conclusive—grounded as this argu

ment is on a present fact, and capable of being easily

apprehended by all.

I do not, therefore, consider it necessary to add one word

in disproof of the various theories which have assigned

to past ages the history of the Harlot and the Beast.

Nevertheless, lest any should be dissatisfied if no at

tempt were made to examine those theories, it may be

desirable briefly to state some of the reasons which prove

that the Harlot and the Beast do not represent that

which they have been supposed to represent in past ages.

Some have imagined that the Beast mentioned in the

seventeenth and thirteenth chapters of the Apocalypse

is intended to symbolize Imperial Borne as it existed in

the days of the Apostle. But this is impossible, inas

much as the chapter itself describes the Beast as the

eighth of that line of kings, under the sixth of which

line the Apostle was living. " One is, the other is not

yet come the Beast is the eighth." The chap

ter itself therefore marks the chronology of the vision

as future in respect of the time when it was given.

Moreover, Rome whilst under the Caesars never could

be said to receive its power from ten kings (xvii. 13);

nor to have its image made and worshipped (xiii. 14) ;

nor to be itself worshipped (xiii. 8) ; nor to continue

forty and two months (xiii. 5) ; nor to have an ap

pointed mark, without which no man should buy or

sell ; nor to be taken with the false prophet when in

open confederation against the Lord, and cast alive

into a lake of fire burning with brimstone (xix. 20.)

Imperial Bome neither had, nor could have had its

history marked by any circumstances such as these.

Nor can the Beast represent the Pope of Rome—be
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cause neither the ten kings of the Roman earth, nor

any other ten kings, have received power at the same

moment as the Pope, and then concurred to give that

power to the Pope (xvii. 13) ; nor have they, in order

to raise the Pope into plenitude of power, destroyed any

thing that could answer to the symbol of the harlot ;

nor have such ten kings ever yet existed throughout

the whole compass of the Roman earth; nor would it

be possible for any one elevated by them to be dis

possessed of the power so given, till the Lord shall

come ; nor has the Pope ever worn the ten diadems of

the Roman earth (xiii. 1 ) ; nor had an ecclesiastical

minister who ministered in his presence (evumiov avrov,

xiii. 12) ; nor has an image been made of him and wor

shipped ; nor have all worshipped him whose names are

not in the book of life." (xiii. 8.)

Nor can the woman of the seventeeth chapter repre

sent either Rome Pagan or the system of Rome Pagan.

For in that case, what could it mean, that Rome Pagan

is first sustained by the Beast, and afterwards destroyed

by him and the ten kings that concur in giving their

power to him ? We have already seen that the Beast

cannot represent Imperial Rome. But suppose it did.

In what sense could Imperial Rome be said not to re

ceive power until it destroyed Rome Pagan ? In that

case Imperial Rome ought not to have existed in the

completeness of its power, until it had received that

power from its ten finally component parts, at which

same moment Rome Pagan should have been destroyed,

and Imperial Rome for the first time have arisen into

plenitude of power, never to be taken away from it till

the Lord shall come.

We have seen also that the Beast cannot represent

the Pope. But suppose it did. How could the Pope be

said to have sustained Rome Pagan during the height

of her attractiveness and glory—for such is the relation

of the Beast to the woman whom he bears ; or when

did the Pope gain such power over all the ten kingdoms
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of the Roman World as for them, after suddenly de

stroying her, to give their kingdom and power unto

him, until the words of God shall be fulfilled ? So far

from all this being true, the Pope was not heard of

until ages after the fall of Pagan Rome.

Nor can the woman represent Rome Papal ; for what

Empire, or System, or Individual, has first sustained

Rome Papal, and then, after receiving power from her

destroyers (these destroyers being all the ten kingdoms

of the Roman earth) been elevated into supreme au

thority over them all—never to be relinquished till the

Lord shall come ?

We have seen also that the Beast cannot represent Im

perial Rome. But suppose it could, in what sense could

Imperial Rome be represented either as sustaining or

destroying Papal Rome ? In its Pagan state it could

not sustain Popery, for in the first place, it would not

be so minded ; and secondly, Popery did not exist, and

therefore could not be sustained. And very soon after

the Empire ceased to be Pagan, it became divided, and

so never concurred in the support of Popery at all.

Nor have its ten kingdoms (for they do not yet exist)

united to destroy Popery ; nor have any ten kingdoms,

after destroying Popery, united in giving their power1

to Imperial Rome until the end.

We have seen also that it is impossible for the Beast

to represent the Pope. But if it were possible, how

could the Pope be considered as the subordinate sus-

tainer of Rome Papal ; or when has he together with

all the ten kingdoms of the whole Roman earth, de

stroyed the Papacy, and thereby risen into a supremacy

to be retained by him until the end ?

If then the Beast and the woman sustained and af

terwards destroyed by him, represent nothing that has

been, they must represent something that is to be.

May we remember, in all solemnity of spirit, that such

a scene is about to open before us, and that " the time

is at hand."
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ON THE WOED MOUNTAIN, AS CONNECTED

WITH BABYLON.

In considering this question it is needful to remember

that there is not one word in the Revelation that im

plies that Babylon physically 'was builded on mountains.

The eighteenth chapter is that which describes the city

physically—and there, no symbolic city builded on

mountains is seen, nor is the word "mountain" used in

the chapter. This omission in the eighteenth chapter

would be in itself sufficient to prove that physical posi

tion on mountains is not to be distinctive of the THE

CITY spoken of. If it were to be distinctive, it would

have been mentioned there.

It is in the seventeenth chapter where Babylon morally,

i. e., as to its governmental system, is described, that

the expression "seven mountains" occurs. In that

chapter the woman is said to be seated,

I. On many waters, which are explained to mean

peoples and multitudes.

II. On a Beast.

III. On seven mountains.

Now, inasmuch as no one has ever thought of inferring

from the first two of these statements that Babylon phy

sically was builded either on waters, or on a Beast, so

it should never have been inferred that Babylon physi

cally was builded on seven mountains. We can easily

understand how a City, regarded morally or govern-

mentally, can be said to be supreme over such a person

i 2
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as is represented by the Beast, or over multitudes of

peoples, or over certain concentrations of governmental

power represented by mountains ; but this is a very

different thing from supposing such symbols to represent

the physical site of Babylon.

The expression "seven mountains" is used in this

chapter in explanation of a previous symbol. There had

been seen a seven-headed monster. The angel, in ex

plaining what the heads symbolize, uses the expression

"mountains"—an expression to be understood in the

same sense in which it is elsewhere used in Scripture

— i.e., as denoting concentrations or seats of govern

mental influence.

Instances in which "mountain" occurs in Scripture

in connection with the thought of authority or govern

mental influence will readily be remembered. Sinai

was the mountain on which God descended when He

legislated for Israel. When the Lord Jesus legislated

for His disciples He went up into a mountain. Mount

Zion is mentioned throughout the Psalms and the

Prophets as the seat of authority and rule in the mil

lennial day. " It shall come to pass in the last days,

that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be esta

blished for out of Zion shall go forth the law."

(Isaiah ii.) "Yet have I set my king upon my holy

hill of Zion." (Psalm ii.) In Psalm lxxii. it is said,

" The mountains shall bring peace to the peoples and the

little hills, by means of righteousness," i. e., in the reign

of the Lord Jesus, the greater and the lesser seats of

authority shall minister peace to the governed, because

righteousness shall be there. "Lift not your horn on

high : speak not with a stiff neck, for promotion (literally

QviPf mountains) cometh neither from the east, nor from

the west, nor from the south : but God is the judge, he

putteth down one and setteth up another."

If then I were to say that the system by which Ba

bylon is to rule will possess totality of governmental

influence ; that it is to be mistress of every system which



ON THE WORD MOUNTAIN. 91

governmentally controls human life, it would be the

same thing as saying, in the symbolic language of the

Revelation, that the woman sits on seven mountains.

Seven is used in the Scripture as the number of com

pleteness, and indicates, in the passage before us, that

all the concentrations of governmental influence are to

be hers.

Whilst, therefore, it is certain that there is nothing

in this chapter, nor in any other part of the Eevelation,

which implies that the city spoken of is physically to

be builded on seven mountains, it is equally certain that

the use of the symbolic word "mountains" in connec

tion with the governmental system of Babylon, does

not necessarily imply that there are to be actual moun

tains connected with these systems. We might just as

well say, that the system of Babylon must be connected

with actual " waters," or with an actual Beast, because

the woman is represented as sitting on both.

But though there be no necessity that any mountains

should be connected with the development of Babylon's

system, is it impossible that there should be mountains,

or artificial eminences that might be termed " moun

tains," connected with that place and with its system ?

And if the fabrics of the various systems which Baylon

is to control, military, commercial, legislative, and the

like, should be builded on such mountains, would it not

give more vividness to the symbol ? And was not the

name "mountain" connected with Babylon and its

structures of old ?

In replying to this, we must remember that for a city

to be builded on mountains, and for a city to have its

characteristic structures reared on artificial eminences

that may be denominated " mountains," are two dif

ferent thoughts. Babylon had of old eminences con

structed within it to which the name of " mountains "

was given ; and no doubt it is more than probable that

it will be so again,

There is a remarkable passage in Josephus, quoted by
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him from Berosus, in which it is said that Nebuchad

nezzar constructed his palace and hanging gardens so as

to give them as much as possible the appearance of a

" mountain," and that this was done for the sake of his

wife, who had been educated in the mountainous dis

tricts of Media. The passage is as follows :

After having, in a manner well worthy of mention,

fortified the city and magnificently adorned the gate

ways, he prepared, in addition to his father's palace,

another palace contiguous thereunto of exceeding great

elevation and immense costliness. It would perhaps be

tedious to attempt a minute description ; we may, how

ever, say, that although so exceedingly great, and of

such surpassing splendour, it was completed in fifteen

days. But in this palace having built high stone ter

races, and given an appearance very like that of mountains,

he brought his work to completion, after having planted

it with all kinds of trees, and constructed that which

is called the hanging garden, in consequence of his

wife's desiring an arrangement mountain-like in appear

ance, she having been brought up in the districts of

Media.*

It will be seen from the subjoined quotations how this

mountain-like appearance attaches to these structures,

even in their ruin :—

* Kat Tei\iaaQ a£toXoywe rr]V ttoXiv rat roue irvXuvas

KO(Tjxr]<jaQ UpoTrpeTrttiQ irpo(7Ka.T£BK£vaKeV toiq irarpucoii j3aai-

Xewig mpa /3a<ri\£ia eyo^ieva eKuvtov vTrepaipovra avaonqfia

rat rijv ttoXXtjv iroXurtXftav. fiaicpa. o" ttrwe errrai eaV rig

e^ijyT/rai' nXr/v ovra ye Etc {nrep^oXriv £>g fj.eya.Xa rat virepri-

<j>wa aweTeXerrOi] Ijfiepaig B£Ka wevte—ev de rote /3afftX£toie

Tovrotg avaXrijifiUTa Xidiva v\f/riXa avoiKoSofij)rra.Q rat tt)v

oi//iv a7roo«e 6/MU)TaT7]v toiq opeat, Kara<j)VT£vtrag BevSpeai

wavToSairots el,eipya.aa.TO, rat raraoTceuatrae tov KaXou/jej-ov

Kpefiaorov irapaSuoov Sui to tt)v yuvatra aurou £iriQvfxei.v

TriQ opetac <Sta6£<r£<i>e> redpafipevt)v ev toiq rara rriV MriSiav

TOiroiQ.—Josephus contra Apionem—quotation from Berosus.
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" From the point on which we stood to the base of the

Mujelibe, large masses of ancient foundations spread on

our right, more resembling natural hills in appearance,

than mounds covering the remains of former great and

of this huge mass of building (the Birs Nimroud) when

seen from the east, appear like an oblong hill The

pre-eminent mounds (on the east bank of the Euphrates)

are three in number. The Amran Sill; (3.) .... the

Kasr; (2.) .... and Mujelibe The whole surface

(of the Amran) appearing to the eye nothing but a vast

irregular hill of earth." (Porter's Travels, vol. ii. pp.

297, 310, 339, 372.)

" As we approached the object of our journey, the

heavy clouds separating discovered the Birs frowning

over the plain, and presenting the appearance of a cir

cular hill crowned by a tower, with a high ridge extend

ing along the foot of it The other parts of the

summit of this hill are occupied by immense fragments

of brick work. (Hick's Memoir, pp. 35, 36.)

" As there were no natural eminences in the country,

the inhabitants were compelled to construct artificial

mounds (which is explained to have been in order to

raise thereon conspicuous* temples for their gods, and

solid structures which have defied the hand of time;

and with their grass-covered summits and furrowed

sides, rise like natural hills in the Assyrian plains."

(Zayard's Nineveh, vol. II. p. 251.)

There were therefore, besides the hanging gardens,

other structures, such for example, as the Mujelibe, Al

Hheimar, and above all, the Birs Nimroud, which had

not less the appearance of mountains, as may be seen by

the aspect which their ruins still present. It is not won

derful, therefore, that in the Prophets the name and idea

of ''mountain" should be connected with Babylon, and

that although situate in a plain she should be addressed

as a city that had elevated herself on high. " Though

splendid edifices. The present shape and dimensions

castles for defence.)
_j j. -L"
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Babylon should mount up to heaven, and though she

should fortify the height of her strength, yet from me

shall spoilers come upon her, saith the Lord." (Jer. li. 53.)

"Behold I am against thee, 0 destroying mountain, saith

the Lord, which destroyest all the earth, and will stretch

out mine hand upon thee, and roll thee down from the

rocks, and make thee a burnt mountain." (Jer. li. 25.)

In these passages, of which no one doubts the appli

cation to the Chaldean city, Babylon is not only ad-

f dressed as a mountain, but there are rocks, or elevated

strongholds also, supposed to be connected with her

position.*

It is not improbable, therefore, that Babylon, when

revived from her present desolation, should again have

high and mountain-like structures connected with her.

The associations or bodies commercial, ecclesiastical,

educational, legislative, military, and the like, by which

instrumentally the Boman world will be governed, will

find in the city of Babylon their centre : and in the

system of Babylon, their sovereign mistress. It is not

unlikely that these incorporated bodies or associations

Bhould have magnificent structures connected with them

indicative of their greatness, and that they should be

elevated so as again to deserve, and probably to receive,

as of old, the name of "mountains." It is a fitting

* The following quotation from Jerome shows how strongly

he connected the thought of mountains with Babylon.

" But that Babylon and all the Chaldean region are called

dark or shady mountains, we read in the beginning of the

vision of Isaiah against Babylon, where it is written, ' Upon the

dark mountain elevate the standard.' " Quod autem Babylon

et omnis regio Chaldseorum montes caliginosi sive tenebrosi

appellentur in principio visionis Isaise contra Babylonem legi-

mus ubi scriptum est ; super montem caliginosum elevate sig-

num." (Jerome, vol. iv. 933. Veronse.)

I do not quote this passage as assenting to Jerome's expo

sition of Isaiah xiii. 2, but merely to show that the thought of

mountains, in connection with Babylon, was familiar to some

minds then.
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name to indicate the relation in which governmental^

they will stand to the earth.

All this may be probable, but it is not necessary, to

meet the expression used in the Bevelation. It makes

no difference whatever as to the interpretation in result,

whether that which is spoken of be presented by sym

bolic language to the mind, or be presented to the eye

by a symbol seen. If an Indian were to say, " I will

bury my arrows beneath the olive tree," his symbolic

language would convey to my mind all that would be

presented to my eye, if I saw him dig the grave and

bury the arrows. In either case, I should understand

him to signify his desire for peace. His performing

the action, after he had spoken the words, would add

nothing to the meaning, although it might give a vivid

ness to the impression. So also in the case we are

considering. God has been pleased to teach us that

the system established in Babylon shall, for a season,

be the mistress of all the influential systems of the

earth. The medium of this instruction is a symbolic

vision, in which His angel had given explanations,

where explanation was needed. But the lesson which

had thus been taught in vision may, if it please God so

to appoint, be by and by further illustrated by fact.

He has already taught us in vision to conceive of a

sovereign system occupying every high place of influ

ence. If by and by, not in vision, but in fact, we

should see such a system exalting on mountain-like

eminences the structures which form the home of its

various governmental agencies, we should learn nothing

more than we had been already taught in the vision by

the symbolic word "mountain." The sight might give

vividness to the impression, but it would not add either

to the certainty or the clearness of the instruction.*

* The elevation of the highest hill in Rome, viz. the Pineian,

is 200 feet above the sea, the average height of the hills being

only 152 feet above the sea; whereas the ruin of the Mnjelibe
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is still 141 feet above the plain, and that of the Birs Nimroud,

taking in the erection on its summit, is 235 feet. The height

of the hanging gardens (probably the Kasr) is estimated by

Quintus Curtius at 160 feet. I have taken this measurement

of the Soman hills from Whiteside's Italy in the nineteenth

century. Clarius, as quoted in the Critici Saeri, on Jeremiah

li. 25 says, " Jeremiah calls Babylon a mountain on account of

the vast size of the structures, ' I will roll thee down,' &o. :—-

this is said concerning its strongholds of high elevated towers."

(de prsesidiis turrium eminentium.)

Munsteru8, commenting on the same passage, uses very

nearly the same words. Grotius says, " Babylon is called a

mountain on account of the high elevation of the royal palace

(ob regiam sublimem) and which was, as Berosus says, very like

to mountains.
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ON THE WOUNDED HEAD OF THE BEAST.

The predictions of prophecy are sometimes wide and

general, only in outline delineating the events fore

told; in other cases, they are minute and specific in

detail. The great events thus presented in outline are

necessarily the most important, and involve the prin

ciples which are intended practically to determine our

Bteps. Of them, therefore, the Scripture enables us to

speak with certainty and precision. But the same cer

tainty must not be expected in every point of detail.

There are some questions on which we can affirm no

thing certainly, although we may venture an opinion.

But we must beware of discrediting that which we do

know because there may be minute connected circum

stances which we cannot with equal certainty explain.

We need not doubt whether the Ephah is ever to be

established in the land of Shinar, because we cannot

positively determine what agencies are represented by

the women who bear it to its place ; nor are we to ques

tion the whole history of the Antichrist who is to come,

because we do not certainly know what the wounding

of one of his symbolic heads may indicate. We must

remember that no uncertainty on points of detail inval

idates our knowledge of great substantive facts.

On such points, however, although unable to affirm

certainly, we may be permitted to express an opinion,

or to enquire. The wounding of the symbolic head of

the Beast is a subject which we may thus consider.

K
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The governmental system which is now arising in the

Roman earth is evidently not one that despises influence

gained from religious systems.* In this respect the now

prevailing tone of feeling differs greatly from the athe

istic madness of the rulers of Paris in 1792. It is the

effort of that which we may be allowed to denominate

the rising Babylonish wystem, to govern by, but not to

destroy, influential systems. Hence the habit of sacri

ficing known truth to the supposed necessity of fostering

and fawning on every religious system that has govern

mental influence. We may well suppose, therefore,

that the false ecclesiastical and religious systems will

become, during the whole period that the Harlot of

Babylon rules, one of the main sustainments of her

power. Ecclesiastical or religious power will constitute,

to use the symbolic language of the Revelation, one of

the mountains on which she sitteth : one of the heads,

therefore, of the Beast who is the minister of her power.

The head which represents his ecclesiastical influence is

not the least important symbol of his authority.

But what becomes of such influence if the spirit of

Voltaire suddenly pervade society—if atheism should

obliterate every memorial of truth—if the kings should

say, both of Jehovah and of Christ, "let us burst their

bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us " ?

Even Hahomedanism itself is not sufficiently bad to

subserve the purpose of that great Adversary, who de

sires to blot out every remembrance of the one great

name which he hates with an eternal hatred. Beligious

systems, therefore, and consequently all governmental

influence derived therefrom, fall as soon as the latitu-

dinarian Harlot is destroyed and Antichrist is raised

by Satan (see Rev. xiii.) into supremacy of atheistic

power. His exaltation, therefore, is accompanied by

* A remarkable proof of this is furnished at this present

moment in France. The Assembly has resolved to celebrate

the first anniversary of the Revolution by a religious festival.
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the loss of one of the most important instruments of

his previous rule. A fatal blow is given to one of the

main pillars of his power. Accordingly, in the Reve

lation, when represented as rising into supremacy, he

rises with one of his heads as it had been wounded

arises. He appears with it already wounded.

But a remedy had been provided. Another instrument

of Satan had been prepared in the person of the false pro

phet. He is empowered to work miracles and to gather

the worship of all whose names are not written in the

Lamb's book of life, around the person or image of

Antichrist ; (xiii. 12, 13.) and thus religious influence

returns to him in even greater fulness than before. The

name of God is indeed effectually blotted out and infi

delity established ; but it is not such infidelity as the

world has hitherto seen, giving licence to the will of

man, and setting free from every shackle. It will be

infidelity so mastered and controlled as to be made not

only to serve, but to worship a man. Well, therefore,

may it be said that his deadly wound was healed, and

all the world wondered after the Beast.

Such, then, is to be the last form of monarchic power

exercised in the prophetic earth, until the Lord shall

come.

There are two periods before us, one in which a lati-

tudinarian system will rule, sustained by an individual :

another in which that individual will quench latitudi-

narianism, and will reign despotically and alone. The

latter period is described in the thirteenth ; the former,

in the seventeenth of the Bevelation. For further re

marks on these chapters I may be allowed to refer to

what I have elsewhere written.*

 

It is not wounded after he

* See " Thoughts on the Apocalypse," as advertised at the

end of this volume.
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ON ISAIAH XIII.

We have already seen when considering the concluding

chapters of Zechariah, that the day of final visitation

on Jerusalem is to be regarded in two aspects. It com

mences by the assemblage of earthly armies against

Jerusalem, through an instrumentality that will appear

to the eye of man simply human. Armageddon is the

place to which they will be summoned ; the last great

oppressor of Israel and the last great king of Babylon

being their leader. But Armageddon, although their

gathering place, is not the place of their destruction.

From Armageddon they will advance upon Jerusalem.

They will pdur into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and

reach the walls of Jerusalem, (Joel iii.) but they will

proceed no further. The Lord will at last interfere on

behalf of His people, and snatch them as from the

jaws of a devouring lion. (Joelii.) Multitudes will be

gathered to the "valley of decision"; but there the

power and the judgment of the Lord will meet them.

They are summoned to that valley, but they are sum

moned to meet Sim. " Proclaim ye this among the

Gentiles ; prepare war, wake up the mighty men ; let

all the men of war draw near; let them come up.

Beat your ploughshares into swords, and your pruning

hooks into spears ; let the weak say, I am strong. As

semble yourselves, and come, all ye Gentiles, and gather

yourselves together round about : THITHER CAUSE

THY MIGHTY ONES TO COME DOWN, 0 LORD.

Let the Gentiles be wakened, and come up to the valley

of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the
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Gentiles round about. Put ye in the sickle, for the

harvest is ripe : come, get you down ; for the press is

full, the fats overflow ; for their wickedness is great.

Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision : for

the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.

The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars

shall withdraw their shining. The Lord also shall

roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem ;

and the heavens and the earth shall shake : but the

Lord will be the hope of his people, and the strength

of the children of Israel. So shall ye know that I am

the Lord your God dwelling in Zion, my holy moun

tain : then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no

strangers pass through her anymore." (Joeliii. 9—17.)

Such is to be the end of the glory of the Ten King

doms of the Roman earth. Their mighty ones are to

be gathered to Armageddon, and thence led to the valley

of Jehoshaphat, there to meet the mighty ones of the

Lord. " The Lord shall cause his glorious voice to be

heard, and shall show the lighting down of his arm,

with the indignation of his anger, and with the flame

of a devouring fire, with scattering, and tempest, and

hailstones. For through the voice of the Lord shall

the Assyrian be beaten down." (Isaiah xxx. 30.)

"These," i.e. the ten kings who give their strength

and power unto the Beast, " these shall make war with

the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them ; for he

is Lord of lords, and King of kings : and they that are

with him are called, and chosen, and faithful." (Rev.

xvii. 14.) In considering, therefore, the day of visi

tation on Jerusalem, we have to remember first, the

gathering of the nations against her ; secondly, their

destruction by the manifested interference of the Lord.

The same distinction is necessary in considering the

visitation on Babylon. Mighty hosts are to assemble

also against Babylon. They are to be allowed to cap

ture Babylon ; and on them, after they have completed

their triumph, the Day of the Lord will come.

k 2



102 AIDS TO PROPHETIC ENQUIRY.

The nations, however, which gather against Babylon

are not like those assembled at Armageddon. Arma

geddon is to be the gathering-point of the armies of the

Roman world, (THS 0IK.0YMENH2)—-armies, there

fore, which are the pride and excellency of the most

polished nations of the earth. But there are in Asia,

savage and almost untrodden wilds— untrodden, I

mean, by the steps of civilization; and these wilds

teem with fierce and warlike tribes, which have always

threatened, and have not unfrequently smitten and over

run the civilized regions of the West. These are the

nations finally to be confronted with, and to triumph

over, the great city of modern civilization. Minni,

Ashchenaz, Ararat, and the kings of Madai, are specified ;

and these names sufficiently guide us to the regions

whence the mighty gathering is to be. The bow and

the lance, and not the instruments of modern warfare,

are mentioned as their characteristic weapons.* They

* The bow and the arrow were employed in the late conti

nental wars. They were used against the French in the retreat

of the Russians, after the battle of Friedland, in 1807, and were

also seen when the allied armies were at Paris, in 1815.

Sir Robert Wilson, speaking of the passage of the AU§, says :

" In the first alarm the Cossacks crowded down to the right

bank of the A116, and swimming the river, advanced on the op

posite side, and discharged a volley of arrows with considerable

effect at the army." (Wilson, 163, 165, quoted by Alison,

History of French Revolution, note of page 276. 8vo.)

Sir W. Scott also, writing from Paris in 1815, says : " The

appearance of the proper Cossack is prepossessing. He has

high features, keeps his long blue coat strictly clean, and dis

plays some taste for splendour in his arms and accoutrements,

which are often ricbly decorated with silver. But the Tartar

tribes, whicli the French unite under the same appellation, have

frequently a most uncouth and savage appearance. Cloaks of

sheepskin, bows, arrows, shields made of dried hides, and otlier

appointments, savouring of the earliest state of society, were seen

among them I saw one man who had come with his tribe

from near the Great Wall of China. to fight against the French

under the walls of Paris The wilder light troops were
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are cruel, and will not shew mercy. Their triumph

over Babylon will be complete, and although it will be

quickly followed by the coming of the Day of the

Lord ; yet we learn in the Revelation and elsewhere,

that a sufficient interval will elapse between these two

events for Babylon fully to feel the severity of the

blow, and for the merchants of the earth and the min

gled people to wail over her. That wail, however,

will soon merge into the more bitter cry of those who

shall call upon the rocks and mountains to fall on them,

and to hide them from the face of Him that sitteth

upon the Throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.

Accordingly, the thirteenth of Isaiah speaks first of

the assembling and triumph of the nations, and after

ward of the intervention of the Lord. As regards the

first, past events in the history of Babylon supply us

in some sort with a parallel ; but with the last are con

nected instrumentalities and results so peculiar, that

they can belong to one hour only—even to the coming

of the Day of God.

The chapter commences by a solemn summons to the

nations commissioned to assault and capture Babylon.

" Lift ye up a banner on the high mountain, exalt the

voice unto them, shake the hand, that they may go

into the gates of the nobles." The following words of

Jeremiah may be read as strictly parallel : " Set ye up

judiciously kept at a distance from Paris, where the splendour

and wealth of the shops formed rather too strong temptations."

(Paul's Letters to his Kinsfolk, 367, 368.)

A still more recent instance was afforded in the late war in

Scinde. In the account of the battle of Hyderabad, it is said,

" Two thousand archers were on the march to join the Lion,

but they were too late for the fight, and dispersed when they

heard of the defeat, so that no judgment could be made of

their value in a battle- The weapon seems, however, to be in

use. Shevi Mohamed's own bows of painted horn were after

wards taken at Meerpore, and a Beloch archer of Ali Moorad's

force, attended the General as an orderly during the battle.

but he gave no proof of his skill."—Napier's Conquest of Scinde,
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a standard in the land, blow the trumpet among the

nations, prepare the nations against her ; call together

against her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ash-

chenaz ; appoint a captain against her ; cause the horses

to come up as the rough caterpillers. Prepare against

her the nations with the kings of the Medes, the cap

tains thereof, and all the rulers thereof, and all the land

of his dominion." (Jer. li. 27, 28.) Such are the

earthly agencies by which the day of visitation on

Babylon is to be commenced. But it is to be completed

by the intervention of heavenly hosts ; and therefore,

in the succeeding verse, we find Him who is the Lord

of Heaven as well as earth, referring to these : "I

have commanded my sanctified ones, I have ALSO

called my mighty ones for mine anger, even them that

rejoice in my highness." How analogous this to the

passage already quoted from Joel. " Thither cause thy

mighty ones to come down, 0 Lord." Those who are

gathered against Jerusalem, and those who are gathered

against and capture Babylon (the one being the civi

lized, the other the uncivilized armies of the earth)

will alike be met by the mighty ones of the heavens.

The third verse concludes the first division of the

chapter. The next recurs to the gathering of the na

tions. The noise of a multitude in the mountains, like

as of a great people ; a tumultuous noise of the king

doms of nations gathered together ; the Lord of hosts

mustereth the host of the battle. They come from a

far country, from the end of heaven, even the Lord,

and the weapons of his indignation to destroy the whole

land."

The assemblage of such nations, commissioned by the

Lord to destroy, is in itself sufficiently terrible : it might

well call forth the cry of terror and of anguish. But

there is a deeper reason for that cry, or, as it is called

in Scripture, "howl." "Howl ye, for the day of the

Lord is at hand." The gathering of the nations is but

the immediate precursor of a day in which the earth
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and the heavens are to be shaken ; the sun, and moon,

and stars darkened—the whole world punished. "There

fore will I shake the heavens, and the earth shall re

move out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord of

hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger."

Such is the verse with which the next division of the

chapter ends. It has traced the effect of the blow which

first falls on Babylon on to its result as affecting the

whole earth. It begins with Babylon, but it extends

to mankind. The whole earth is to be shaken.

But the earth, however shaken, is to be spared. So

also Israel, and likewise other nations. Indeed, how

ever severely smitten, they will speedily revive under

the hand of the Lord turned on them in mercy. But

it will not be so with Babylon. A peculiar doom awaits

her—a desolation that is to abide as a memorial of ex

terminating judgment, even when all the earth beside

rests in millennial peace, and bursts forth into singing.

Accordingly, as if to contrast the temporary shaking of

the earth with the everlasting desolation of Babylon,

the fourteenth verse again returns to that city. Its

fall, under the armies that are gathered against her, is

more minutely detailed. The strangers who had fre

quented her are described as abandoning her. She is

regarded as a worthless or stricken sheep whom no man

taketh up : her own people fall beneath the cruelty of

those, too savage to have pity on the fruit of the womb,

whose eye shall not spare children. And then God

shall consummate the desolation that the hand of man

has commenced. Irreversible ruin is to be its portion.

It shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.

In the midst of ordinary desolations, Arabians may pitch

their tents, or shepherds fold their flocks. As yet the

Arabian has not deserted the ruins of Babylon. But

at this final hour, no Arabian, no shepherd shall any

more approach. It will be a prison-house for evil spirits

and unclean beasts; a ruined and "burned" mountain,

full of memorials of living, but yet judged and im
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prisoned uncleanness, even at the very moment when

Zion, the mountain of God's holiness, shall abound with

the living emblems of harmony and peace. When

Babylon shall be the habitation of devils, and the hold

of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and

hateful bird (Rev. xviii. 2), the glory of the Lord shall

rest on the height of Zion (Isaiah iv. 5 ; Psalm lxviii.

15, 16); and on the sides thereof the lion and the lamb

shall feed together, and thence Israel " shall go forth as

messengers to the nations; they shall go out with joy,

and be led forth in peace ; the mountains and the hills

shall break forth before them into singing, and all the

trees of the field shall clap their hands ; their walls

shall be salvation, and their gates praise." The con

dition of Babylon will be the record of the past—

a standing memorial of what the earth was ; the con

dition of Zion and of Jerusalem will point onward to

the future, and be the pledge of that which God's hand

will finally effect, when every enemy shall have been

subdued, and the first earth have passed away, and new

heavens and a new earth been created, wherein righteous

ness shall dwell.*

But the prophecy of Isaiah would have been incom

plete if it had spoken only of Babylon. It speaks also

of Babylon's king. At the moment when the city is

captured, he is not at Babylon, but in the land of Israel ;

chief of all the mighty power with which the headship

of the Roman World had invested him, and which he

had just gathered around himself at Armageddon. The

capture even of his princely city does not abolish his

power. Unnumbered hosts of mighty warriors surround

him still, and with these he might well bid defiance to

the savage conquerors of his city. But there was an-

* It is very needful to remember that it is only in the new

earth, not in the millennial, that all vestiges of sorrow and

of judgment will pass away. Edom and Babylon seem to stand

throughout the millennial period as memorials of divine judg

ment. The doom on Edom is almost equally severe.
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other city that had become numbered among his foes.

It was Jerusalem, a poor and despised city— a city that

often before had been made his easy prey. What was

Jerusalem likely to be before the hosts of Armageddon ?

Nothing. And it would have been nothing, unless the

time had come for the Lord God of Israel to interfere.

And that time had come—the hour for the Assyrian to

fall: "As yet shall he remain at Nob that day"—the

last day of his career— " he shall shake his hand against

the mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusa

lem. Behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts shall lop the

bough with terror, and the high ones of stature shall

be hewn down, and the haughty shall be humbled.

And he shall cut down the thickets of the forest with

iron, and Lebanon (the pride of the Gentiles) shall fall

by a mighty one." * (Isaiah x. 32.)

Thus whilst Babylon falls in its own place, the king

of Babylon, the head of Assyria, falls in the land of

Israel. The divisions of his mighty army will be scat

tered, probably, over the whole land from Armageddon

to Jerusalem. They will be in the land, and on the

mountains of Israel, and there will be trampled under

foot. The concluding words of the prophecy we are

considering, have been already referred to ; but I will

quote them once again. " The Lord of hosts hath

sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it

come to pass, and as I have purposed, so shall it stand ;

that I will break the Assyrian in my Land, and upon

my mountains tread him under foot : then shall his yoke

depart from off them, and his burden depart from off

their shoulders. This is the purpose that is purposed

* The concluding part of the tenth of Isaiah contains a re

markably minute description of the last march of Antichrist

on Jerusalem. The march of Sennacherib, to which some have

attempted to refer this passage, was exactly in an opposite

quarter, for Lachish and Libnah (see 2 Kings xviii. 17), were

in the south, whereas the places mentioned in Isaiah x. were on

the north-west of Jerusalem. See Appendix.
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upon the whole earth; and this is the hand that is

stretched out upon all the nations. For the Lord of hosts

hath purposed, and who shall disannul it ? And his

hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?"

(Isaiah xiv. 24—27.)
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SUPPLEMENTARY REMARKS ON THE

PROSPECTS OF THE EAST.

Since the foregoing pages -were first .written, consider

able progress has been made in preparing plans for the

renovation of the Eastern countries, especially Asia

Minor, Egypt, and Syria, including the Euphratean

district.

The result of the late war with Russia has been to

bring the Turkish dominions into recognised political

connexion with Western Europe. The cession of terri

tory made by Russia in Bessarabia, has been another

step towards establishing the ancient Roman boundary.

Indeed, the ancient Roman Vallum, the remains of

which still exist, was avowedly taken as a guide in

determining the boundary. A few more such changes

(the most important of which will occur in south and

south-western Germany, and on the Northern Rhine)

and the ancient outline of the Roman Empire will

again appear : nor will the proud denomination of 'H

oiKovfievri—and "Orbis Terrarum" seem unsuited to the

condition of countries which will again prove them

selves to be the home and centre of the earth's civili

zation. It is possible indeed, perhaps probable, that

the re-establishment of the ancient Roman boundary,

and yet more the division of the territory that falls

within that boundary into ten kingdoms, will not be

effected without war and bloodshed. We know well

how earnestly the division of the Turkish Empire has

been and is resisted ; and the thought of a re-distri-

L
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bution of Western Europe is yet more vehemently op

posed. Yet the sure testimony of Scripture teaches us

that the whole Roman Empire, eastern and western,

must finally be divided into ten kingdoms, and that the

federal connexion of these kingdoms will be so close,

that it is symbolized by ten toes pertaining to one body,

and by ten horns springing from the head of one Beast.

It is already very obvious, that, notwithstanding many

yet unsurmounted obstacles, the countries that fall

within the Roman boundary are becoming linked to

gether by a community of, what are called, material

interests, and by the force of certain political necessi

ties. Some time, perhaps, may yet elapse before the

truth of this will be fully made manifest. In the

meanwhile, we may watch the rapid renovation of the

Roman Kingdoms, chiefly by means of commercial un

dertakings, such as ship-building, canals, banks, rail

ways, and the like.

The renovation of the Greek or Eastern branch of

the Roman Empire is still, in spite of many opposing

influences, steadily progressing. The advance of Egypt,

in consequence of its becoming the highway of Europe

to India, China, &c, is known to all. The revival of

the district around Smyrna, which is likely to prove

the gateway to the central parts of Asia Minor, is not

less remarkable. The efforts that are being made to

develop the resources of the southern coast of the Black

, Sea, and the railway that has been announced through

the European provinces of Turkey in order to connect

the Mediterranean and the Danube, will, no doubt,

effect a speedy change in the condition of those long

neglected districts. The progress of Tunis, Algeria,

and the northern coast of Africa generally, is also very

apparent. The resources (and they are unrivalled) of

that which is called in Scripture, "the great sea " (the

Mediterranean) are thus being again developed. They

were great of old ; but they will be far greater in the

future that is now opening.
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There is in the East a river more important than

either the Rhone, the Danube, or the Nile, which, when

it shall be brought into the service of civilization, will

soon attract to it3 borders the energies of the world, and

cause the house that is to enshrine the Ephah, to be

builded in the land of Shinar. How truly " the great

river'Euphrates," as it is called in Scripture, is toge

ther with its tributary the Tigris (Hiddekel) esteemed

"great" by men; and how certainly the revival of

more than ancient greatness in the Euphratean regions

is anticipated, will be seen from the following extracts,

chiefly taken from a work published in connexion with

the projected Euphratean Railway, which is intended

to unite the Mediterranean with the Euphrates. The

late rebellion in India, has for the time prevented its

intended commencement, but it is regarded as a plan

whose execution is deferred merely, not abandoned.

At present it would appear as if the diffusion of men

over the earth, and the application of their energies to

the development of its resources, had not yet been suf

ficiently effected. Until the resources of the earth have

been more fully unfolded, and until the influences of

commerce have been brought to bear more thoroughly on

the " many peoples, and nations, and tongues," whose

energies are to be called into development, it would be

premature, perhaps, to establish the place of final cen

tralization. The return of unbelieving Israel to the

land of their forefathers, may be also regarded as one

material means of restoring the Euphratean countries.

Nor has Latitudinarianism as yet, developed the full

completeness of its power. There is yet, through God's

mercy, preserved in many hearts, a feeling of reverence

and of awe that shrinks from the entire ignoring of

His Truth. Many yet hesitate to degrade government

into a mere superintendence of the material interests

of men, and fear to say that the Bible has no more to

do with legislation than it has with a mechanic in

making a machine. The voice of Pantheism and of
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Atheism, which, in various degrees and semblances, is

found in the writings of such men as Maurice, and

Jowett, and Kingsley, is still felt by many a heart to

be the voice of the dragon, however much it may dis

guise itself under the forms of philanthropy and free

dom, and seek to assume the appearance of the lamb.

The sentiments of such men, as well as of those states

men who find in India the sphere in which to manifest

their contempt for the Bible and for Christ, are in close

accord with the following thoughts expressed, not long

before his death, by the late unhappy Archbishop of

Paris, M. Sibour, who perished in his blood. In one

of his pastoral letters, speaking of the East and of its

prospects, he observes : " The Turkish people is no

longer the same, and does not belie our hopes of union.

Where at the present day is its hostility and animosity

aguinst us ? It is one of our most faithful allies. It

has thrown open its bosom to the influences of Christian

civilization. It is beginning to open its eyes to the

light of Truth, and to know its father and mother. At

bottom, Mahomedanism, what is it but a sect of Chris

tianity ?"* When the Papists, and the Greek Church,

and Judaism, and Mahomedanism, and Anglicanism,

shall re-echo this sentiment, and when it shall become

* Extracted from " The Globe " newspaper, at that time one

(if the organs of the British government, April Oth, 1850. The

comment of " The Globe " is as follows : " What will ' The

Univers ' and Exeter Hall say to this ? To what denunciations

will this truly pious and sensible view of Islamism not give

rise ? Fortunately for the Archbishop, his Grace is not one of

those whom the ftpeiceKeKe!; Koat, Koat, of the denizens of the

stagnant pools of intolerance and 'Tartuffism' is likely to deter

either from expressing or acting upon his opinion."— The Globe.

The spirit of those who shall say of Jehovah and of Christ,

" Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords

from us" is fully found in these men— loving nothing but

themselves—hating every thing that hears the impress of God's

saving Truth.
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govemmentally adopted by the nations of the Roman

World, we shall soon see the " Ephah," and " -wicked

ness " its inmate, established in the land of Shinar.

God's hand may indeed for a season restrain the rising

waters, and prevent the outpouring of the flood of

"lawlessness"; yet there is many an outward, and

many a moral sign that the hour of its full supremacy

will not long be delayed. How distinctly the eye of

the world is fixed upon the Euphratean countries will

be seen from the following extracts.

Extract from a letter written from Mosul (NinetehJ

February 26i!A, 1854, and published in the "New York

Tribune."

"The common idea that Nineveh is in the open desert

is very erroneous. It lies in the heart of a most pro

ductive region. There is but little soil in the world

like that of the valleys of the Tigris and Euphrates.

It is among the possibilities, that a railway

will ere long be built from Antioch or Seleucia, along

the Orontes, across Mesopotamia to Mosul, and thence

down to Bagdad and Busrah—the second short route

to India. If this part of Turkey should fall into the

hands of England, there is no doubt that such a road

would be speedily constructed. The line has been

surveyed. These barren fields are too rich always to

be idle. They cannot be cultivated by the Turks—

such is the curse of Islamism upon nature itself. It

produces nothing. It cannot build up ; its time has

nearly come. The " star of empire " is not always to

move "westward." The gospel is at work in Turkey,

and why may we not expect that a New England civi

lization will be one of its results r "

l 2
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Extracts from a work entitled "Memoir of the Eu

phrates Valley Route to India; with official Correspondence

and Maps." By W. P. Andrew, F.R.G.S., Sfe.

London, 1857.

" The substance of the following pages was originally

circulated in the form of a memorandum. After having

been somewhat extended, it was published with other

papers in a volume entitled ' The Scinde Railway and

its Relations to the Euphrates Valley and other Routes

to India.'

"More detailed information is now afforded, as it is

believed to be essential, not only to the vital interests

of this country in the East, and the well-being of

Turkey, but to the peace and progress of the world,

to establish, with as little delay as possible, steam and

telegraphic communication, via the Euphrates, between

England and India.

"The countries on the route to be traversed are the

most ancient and most interesting in the world. The

greatest and most glorious nations of antiquity arose,

flourished and were overthrown on the vast and fertile

plains of the Euphrates and Tigris—the theatre of

great events, shrouded in the dust of ages, or dimly

discerned through the long vista of many centuries.

"But this volume addresses itself to the present and

the future, and not to the past, to indicate to the

stntesman the political power, to the philanthropist the

enlightenment, and to the merchant the profit, that

would of necessity accrue from re-establishing this

highway of forgotten empires and ancient commerce.

" ' All scholars, and nearly all mankind, must be inter

ested in the development of the Euphratean territories.
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All the Scriptural commentators place the garden of

Eden somewhere on the Euphrates. The second cradle

of the human family was upon that river, or its tributary,

the Tigris. The first city of the new earth was built

upon its banks. The tower of pride, erected by the

post-diluvian population, cast a shadow over its waters.

It intersected the great capital of the Chaldean empire.

With Babylon, the names of Nebuchadnezzar and Bel-

shazzar—of Daniel and Darius, of C}rus and Alexander,

are for ever associated. The grand prophet of the cap

tivity, and the energetic Apostle of the new era, had

their dwelling for a season within its walls. Ere even

a brick was made upon the Nile, Nineveh and Babylon

must have had busy populations. Twice in the world's

history mankind commenced the race of civilization on

the Mesopotamian rivers. Twice they diverged from

their banks to the east, the west, and the north. Arts

and sciences made their early and weak steps upon their

shores. Very early in history we know that Babylon

was a great manufacturing city, famed for the costly

fabric of its looms. At a more recent date the Chaldean

kings made it a gorgeous metropolis, the fairest and the

richest then on earth.

" ' Alexander of Macedon made it the port of the In

dian Ocean, and of the Persian Gulf. He proposed to

render it the central metropolis of his empire.

" ' Not only the cities or their ruins, and the traditions

of Mesopotamia, are ultra-classical and interesting, but

also the land is full of hidden riches. The now deserted

plains were fields and gardens. The soil teemed with

vegetation. The fruits of temperate and tropical climes

grew there in luscious abundance. The arid sands need

only again to be irrigated by the abounding waters

pouring down, ever cold and plentiful, from Ararat,

to become joyous with corn, and wine, and oil. It

may even more affect our interests to know that many

now wasted acres, save when in early spring they are

sweet wildernesses of flowers, may be covered with
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cotton, and tend to the employment of the many-mil-

lioned spindles of our land.

" ' Every way, commercially, historically, and politi

cally, the Euphrates Valley route is a grand scheme,

that must affect immediately the commerce, and, in

some measure, the destinies of our race; and that depends

not for success upon a through traffic, but holds within

its own confines, the elements of a great prosperity.' "

*******

" Why, it has been truly asked, have the governments

and the peoples of the West combined to uphold the

Sultan in the possession of Constantinople ? and why

has he who has thought fit to menace that position met

with the armed opposition of Europe ? Because the

passage from the Mediterranean into the Black Sea is of

so much importance, that whatever European power

might become master of it, would domineer over all

the rest, and destroy that balance which the whole

world is interested in preserving.

" Establish, then, at another and far more extensive

point of the Ottoman Empire, a similar and yet more

important position—make the valley of the Euphrates

the highway of the commercial world, and you would

restore millions of productive acres to the revenue,

bring thousands of merely vassal tribes within that

pale of order and fair tribute which they have long

learned to disregard ; and while you thus improve to an

almost incalculable extent the resources of the empire,

you create in the East another immovable seat of power,

for the great powers of Europe, from fear of seeing

such one day seized upon by one of them, would regard

the necessity of guaranteeing its neutrality as a question

of vital importance.

" Germany could not but hail the opening of the

valley of the Euphrates with satisfaction. It would

indeed be to her the complement to the free navigation

of the Danube. The Czar ought to consider that the
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mission of civilization which devolves upon him over

the numerous tribes of whom he is arbiter may yet

suffice the noblest ambition. The new outlets which

will be pacifically thrown open to their activity and

to their necessity of expansion, would be more profitable

to them than a traditionary policy of conquest and ex

clusive dominion, which is now no longer possible.

"'After all that has been done by printing, the

mariner's compass, steam, the nineteenth century, by

the realisation of this great undertaking (the Euphrates

Valley Railway), would again change the face of the

globe. The honest Turk, the polished Persian, the

rude but laborious Kurd, the roving Arab, and the op

pressed Christian and Jew, attached by resistless ties to

the new circle of traffic which the continent of Europe

unceasingly creates and feeds, would be all alike gra

dually brought within the pale of a general civiliza

tion.' ' England and France, and

even other nations by their example, appear, as a result

of a war carried on especially for the sake of civilization,

now called to great works which throw into shade the

most striking deeds of history. Among these works of

the future, it appears that the opening of the valley of

the Euphrates, and the restoration of Syria and Meso

potamia, of Assyria and Babylonia, stands first in rank.

Such a proceeding, by multiplying and strengthening

the ties by which people of all climates, of all races, of

all beliefs, are united to Great Britain and France,

would connect for ever the general prosperity of nations

with the happiness of those countries, their security

with their power, and their independance with their

liberty.' " *

"The present far-seeing Emperor of the French,

writing upon the projected opening of the Nicaraguan

* The last paragraph is a quotation from " Colburn's New

Monthly Magazine."
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ship canal, said : ' Think of the almost miraculous

effects which will be produced by the annual passage

across this fine country of 2,000 to 3,000 vessels, which

would exchange their productions for those of the East,

and cause life and riches to circulate everywhere. We

may picture to ourselves those shores, now so solitary,

peopled with towns and villages; those lakes now

gloomy and silent, furrowed by ships; those rugged

lands fertilized, and the interior canal carrying the

benefits of civilization into the heart of the country.'

In how much more comprehensive and practical a man

ner would the same anticipations apply to the opening

of the valleys of the Euphrates and the Tigris, once

the home of Assyrians, Babylonians and Chaldeans;

where the daughters of Zion sat down and wept ; the

centre of the conquests of the Macedonians; where

once stood the proud capitals of the Sassanides and of

the Khalifs ; now deserted and tenantless.

"As mankind multiply and make progress in arts and

civilization, new wants arise, and the ingenuity of man

is taxed to discover new sources of wealth, maintenance,

and occupation ; and we find, under the dispensations

of an all-wise Providence, that at suitable seasons re

sources are unveiled which have been long provided

but concealed until the fit occasion presents itself.

Amongst the numerous administrations of the same

wise and merciful design, it is not unreasonable to

believe that the opening of the valleys of the Euphrates

and Tigris, and the resuscitation of the great nations of

antiquity, are amongst the events designed to minister

to the growing wants and improvements of the human

race.

" Looked upon in another point of view, in the light

of reflected benefits—25,000,000 and upwards of human

beings inhabiting Western Asia, and 500,000,000 and

more inhabiting Central and Eastern Asia, remain to

this day enslaved by debasing superstitions, and sunk

in mental darkness and delusion—what a field is here
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opening to the Christian philanthropist ! To aid in the

removal of ignorance and superstition by the diffusion

of useful knowledge and an enlightened religion, to

plant industry and the arts where indolence and bar

barism have hitherto prevailed, are noble efforts, calcu

lated to elevate and bless alike those who give and those

who receive. The opening of the central regions of

Western Asia, and of a new and easy line of communi

cation between the East and the West, would obviously

subserve the promotion of such objects, and therefore

has a claim upon the sympathy and support of every

one taking an interest in the advance of nations in

prosperity, civilization and happiness.

"It is not too much to say that there is no existing

or projected railroad that can for a moment compare,

in point of interest and importance, with that of the

Euphrates Valley. It brings two quarters of the globe

into juxta-position, and three continents—Europe, Asia

and Australia—into co-relation. It binds the vast

population of Hindustan by an iron link with the

people of Europe, it inevitably entails the colonisation

and civilization of the great valleys of the Euphrates

and Tigris, the resuscitation in a modern shape of

Babylon and Nineveh, and the re-awakening of Ctesiphon

and Bagdad of old."

Many more passages might be quoted from various

quarters to the like effect ; but it will be sufficient to

subjoin the following extract from the journal of the

late General Sir Charles Napier.

"Bruze feels cool, and the thermometer sticks at

90° in the shade : yet it is pleasant to see the waves

rolling in Somewhere among them lies

Alexander's golden cup, and a little way off lies Alex

ander himself. The sand of the Gedrosian desert is

falling on my paper as I write ; and not far beyond lies

Babylon. Civilization was travelling West in Alex

ander's time ; but now how changed is the grand drama !

More than two thousand years have passed, and civi
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lization arises on the rear of barbarism : we English

have seized the baggage, are following up our blow,

and in a few years shall be at Babylon, a revived em

pire ! We could reach it more easily than Alexander.

Hadge, on the borders of the Gedrosian desert, lately

offered me its sovereignty; and Burpore, on the confines

of Persia, surrendered simply to a forged letter with my

name ! We shall go slowly, but one hundred years will

see us at Babylon. If I could do as I pleased, that

should be my road home." Life of Sir C. Napier,

vol. iv., p. 70.
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REMARKS ON AN ADDRESS LATELY DELIVERED

IN THE JEWISH SYNAGOGUE IN NEW YORK.

It may be a fitting conclusion to this series of papers

to consider some of the principles that are being in

troduced amongst the Jews. If there be a nation on

the earth, likely to aid effectually in the establishment

of the Ephah in the land of Shinar, it is they. De

voted to commerce— abounding in wealth—patient in

labour—acquainted with the language of every land—

and likely soon to re-occupy Palestine—all these things

supply them with unequalled facilities for introducing

civilization, and establishing commerce in the East.

And when we remember the invariable habit of pro

phetic Scripture to treat in detail of those periods only

with which Israel nationally are concerned—and that

manifested and completed fulfilments of prophecy are

always connected with them; it adds strength to the

conviction, that the period of the establishment of the

Ephah will be one in which they will bear no unim

portant part, as a gathered and recognised nation in

Jerusalem.

We are so near to the last days that we may expect

their approach to be indicated, more and more, by the

outward events and by the moral principles which

Scripture marks as distinctively characteristic of the

close. The near connection into which all the coun

tries included within the Roman earth are being drawn

by similarity of interests and the like ; the spread of
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popular monarchic (or as the Scripture would say),

" clay-iron" principles of government throughout these

Roman kingdoms ; the re-appearance of Egypt and of

Greece as separate principalities, according to Daniel

viii. ; the disposition of many in Israel to return to

Jerusalem,—all these and many similar circumstances

show that the nations, as to their outward arrange

ments, are being brought into the form which Scripture

describes them as bearing in the latter day.

Of moral signs, one of the most important would be

the spread of like principles in Jewish and Gentile

minds. And this is progressing. Many a Gentile

mind is exulting in the progress of those principles

which are now changing politically and socially the

character of Europe. They conceive that the destruc

tion of past evil is the sure herald of future good ; and

because man, whilst controlled has been unhappy, they

think, that man, controlling himself, must be blest.

To relax therefore, as much as possible every bond,

human or divine, that fetters the will of man ; to select

from the Scripture such parts as are deemed serviceable

for purposes of human happiness here : to reject or else

hold in abeyance the distinctive doctrines of God's word ;

to put human brotherhood in the place of brotherhood

in the Spirit—to apply to the coming period of dark

ness and judgment, the glorious promises of millennial

peace, have been habits long prevalent in Gentile minds;

but as yet they have not been so distinctly apparent

among Jews.

The following extracts, however, will show that Ju

daism is likely soon to join hand in hand with Gen-

tilism—and that they will thus tread together the path

of Apostasy. Perhaps Judaism will lead. It is com

paratively of little moment by what individual or on

what occasion the words which I am about to trans-

scribe were spoken. It is enough to know that they

have been spoken, and that thoughts like these are not

foreign to the hearts and ears of Israel. Their journal
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too in this country accepts and applauds them. Indeed,

sentiments like these must have their effect wherever

and by whomsoever spoken, for they are the principles

of the day—the principles by which God is permitting

Satan to accelerate the delusion of the closing hour.

"Whether permission has or has not been granted to

build the Synagogue or Temple, is comparatively a tri

vial question. We are concerned with the sentiments,

the Sadduceeism of modern Israel.

The following are the extracts. They will enable us

to form some notion of what the system is, which, after

being hidden in the Ephah, is to be established in the

East. They will cause us in a measure to estimate the

fearful delusiveness of that joy which will accompany

what the speaker terms "the Advent" of his people to

Jerusalem.*

After describing the afflictions which for more than

eighteen hundred years have rolled like continuous

billows over the heads of Israel, the speaker thus pro

ceeds:—

" At length a sign is given ; the thunders begin to roll all

over Europe; the cry is every where heard in despotic

governments—To arms ! The people are at war with their

kings, and the kings are overthrown ; priestcraft and fa

naticism are overthrown ; the sun of liberty begins to rise ;

the chains of the Jews are unloosed, and they are elevated

to the rank of men ; the fires of superstition had burnt out,

and the age of reason had revived. The Sultan of Turkey,

* The address from which I make these extracts was lately

delivered by Mr. Noah, an American Judge, in the synagogue

in New York. The title is, " M. M. Noah's Address, delivered

at the Hebrew synagogue, in Crosby Street, on thanksgiving

day, to aid in the erection of the Temple at Jerusalem.'' It was

reported verbatim for the " New York Tribune," and has been

since published in the "Jewish Chronicle," in London—from

which I now transcribe. The Editor of the " Jewish Chronicle "

speaks of it as a " most eloquent and powerful speech delivered

by the patriotic and talented Judge Noah, to which we earnestly

direct the attention of our readers."



124 AIDS T0 PROPHETIC ENQUIRY.

following the march of civilized nations, says to the Jews

in his dominions, 'You are free; you have my permission

to erect a Synagogue in Jerusalem'—and messengers are

dispatched, as they were in the days of Solomon, to ask for

aid from their brethren throughout the world, to erect a

magnificent place of worship, the first that has been erected

in the Holy City since the advent of Christianity.

" Friends and brethren, do you understand that Sign ? Is

it not pregnant with great events? Is not this another seal

broken ? We can erect a Synagogue and build a Temple

here, and it excites no attention; but when the trumpet

sounds from Mount Zion, every ear is opened, every heart

throbs. I know full well, that there are many Jews through

out the world, who look upon the restoration of their

brethren to the Holy Land as a possible event' in the great

changes which may hereafter occur, but they take little in

terest in the signs of the times. Happy in the enjoyment

of every comfort here, they only think of their brethren in

the Holy Land when their charitable feelings are appealed

to ; but when the great events of the restoration which are

to fulfil the prophecies are talked of, they cling to the home

of their birth, and the country of their adoption, and say,

My destiny is here. Be it so. I do not blame them ; for

great sacrifices of life and treasure await the first move

ments of restoration, We are safe, but let us feel for those

brave hearts, who will not forsake their ancient heritage—

who cling with ardent devotion to the sacred soil, and who

turn their eyes of hope toward Zion, and say, ' The time

will come, the hour will arrive.' Let us furnish them with

the means of living until the trumpet again sounds on the

walls of Jerusalem—let us aid to erect a Temple worthy of

their faith, their devotion, and their constancy

" There are some who may consider the permission ex

tended to the Jews in Jerusalem to build a Temple, or a

magnificent Synagogue, a concession of little importance;

but taken with other extraordinary signs of the times, it

has a most important bearing. We may be unmindful

and indifferent in relation to those signs, but there is a

Divine hand which directs, a Divine agency which con

trols these movements; there are Divine promises yet to

be fulfilled, Divine attributes which are yet to be made
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apparent to the unbeliever. Since the establishment of

Christianity, the world has not seen a revolution equal to

that existing at the present moment in Europe ; one hun

dred millions of people are in arms against their sovereigns ;

it is a struggle indeed for Liberty and Human Rights, but

Religious as well as Civil Liberty; the blow is equally

aimed at priestcraft, at that powerful union of Church and

State, which for centuries has kept the world in bondage.

The allied Sovereigns may succeed in overpowering the

people and maintaining their thrones and sceptres, but

great concessions will he made to the wishes of the people

to avoid a hurricane of frightful outbreaks;—the people are

no longer in chains. To the Jews, this great revolution

has been a wonderful manifestation of God's providence

and watchfulness ; it has made them men, citizens, a people,

a nation—it has given them rank, position, power—it has

elevated them to the highest offices. Look back 1800

years on Rome, the proud mistress of the world, and see

the Jewish captives in chains, following the triumphant car

of the victorious Titus; see them sold in bondage; see

them the architects of the Coliseum and the Pantheon, the

servile labourers every where. When Rome fell, and Chris

tianity arose, see them even more fiercely persecuted, the

inmates of the dungeons of the Inquisition, and the victims

of the Auto da Ft; see the chosen people, whose only

sin was their belief in one God, locked up at night in the

Ghetto, like animals in a cage, and look at them now in

Rome: declared to be free by law, and possessing equal

rights with their fellow citizens. See tbem in France and

Germany, and in every country in Europe, filling the

highest situations in the governments, the proudest eleva

tions on the benches of law and science, and diffusing

every where the lights of their deep philosophy, and the

fruits of their close and ardent study. And lias this great

advent been brought about by human agency ? I believe

it not;—it is part and parcel of those promises— the first

step in the fulfilment of that great event which is to mani

fest to the whole world the power, the unity, the omnipo

tence of the Lord God of Israel, one God, and the God of

all ereation, and that He alone is the King of kings, Re

deemer of the world, and the sole Judge of the earth.

" Other great revolutions are also in progress — quietly,

m 2
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slowly, but securely— the age of Reason and Philosophy

among Christians. In every direction, there appear to me

evidences of a progressive, but mighty change in the fun

damental principles of that faith, which it is our duty and

our interest to watch, as developments of the deepest im

portance to our future destiny as a nation. I have noticed

the liberal feelings every where evinced toward the Jewish

people, an interest in their spiritual character, as much as

in their temporal welfare : I see every where a change mani

fested toward us as a Sect; there are closer affinities de

veloping themselves among Chistians. They are gradually

unloosing the chains of a religious prejudice against us,

and feel a deeper interest in our fate and final advent.

Few adhere, at the present day, to the spiritual restoration

of the Jews, while the multitude admit that this restora

tion must be literal. The promises of God to the chosen

people are now more fully recognized, and evangelising

them is postponed until after the great events contingent

on our restoration as an independent power. Reason and

Truth begin to resume their empire as the shackles of

ecclesiastical power become weakened, and man defends his

right to speak, to think, and to act freely and openly, upon

all matters appertaining to the Christian faith.

"The result of this religious feeling manifests itself in

gradually withdrawing from the great founder of the

Christian faith, the divine attributes conceded to Him by

his disciples and followers. Since the Reformation, this

change has been gradually unfolding itself ; but professing

Christians did not dare to express their doubts even to

themselves; they were unbelievers ever, but only in the

deep recesses of the heart ; but now Reformers, Socialists,

Communists, Philosophers, openly express their doubts.

All Germany is deeply tinctured with this belief, and other

Luthers are springing up, declaring their unchanged belief

in the sublime morality of Jesus of Nazareth—their entire

confidence in Him as an eminent and illustrious reformer,

teacher, prophet, brother ; but denying his divine issue, his

participation in the Godhead, and his right to share with

the Almighty the attributes of divinity. The Jews are

deeply interested in the extension and preservation of

Christian morals ; to us and to the world it would be a deep

calamity to see our laws, our principles, our doctrines abro
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gated, which have heen so beneficially spread throughout

the world, under another name. If we were enfeebled and

broken down, and had not the power to enforce and carry

out the doctrines of our faith, still, happily, they have not

heen lost to the world, but flourish under another denomi

nation. ' Do unto others as you would desire others to do

unto you—love your neighbour as yourself—deal justly

with all men, honour your parents, be faithful to the govern

ments that protect you, be merciful, be charitable, and love

God with all your heart and soul—these are Jewish precepts,

advanced as such by a great Jewish reformer, and engrafted

upon the religion adopted by his followers and friends ; but

their divine origin is unchanged.

"If it is asked why has not Judaism preached against

Christianity, when Christianity has, for 1800 years, been

incessantly preaching against Judaism, the answer is this :

Our cause is in greater hands ; in good time, the Lord will

open the eyes of all who would confer on a mortal the at

tributes of his divinity; He will give to the world the

unmistakeable evidence that He alone is the Great Redeemer,

and that salvation is alone with Him. Our unwillingness

to preach against Christianity grows out of the fact, that in

pulling down the land-marks of that faith, we should assail

and endanger many of our own cherished principles and

doctrines ; and although disbelieving the divine attributes

claimed for Jesus of Nazareth, we could not deny or reject

his principles, for they were our principles, and He always

avowed the faith which we avow.

" Without wishing to unsettle any of the principles which

sustain the Christian religion, we have asked what would be

the effect of separating from the character of Jesus of

Nazareth the divine characteristics claimed for Him ? The

world would become Unitarian Christians, and we are the

head of the Unitarians ; men would openly become converts

to that belief with sincerity, as their hearts would be thereby

released from harassing and perplexing doubts ; and

Christianity would still be Christianity, in all its high moral

attributes. There is enough in the character of Jesus to

give Him a rank among the highest practical moralists,

divested of all faith in his divine attributes; more, much

more, than in the character of Mahomet, who claimed none

of those attributes. Jesus declared that ' God was a Spirit,
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and those that worshipped Him must worship Him in spirit

and in truth ;' we declare no more.

" We must watch these changes closely as they occur ;

whatever doubts may shake the faith of Christianity, those

doubts can never reach us ; we are now as we ever have

been, as we ever hope to be, one God, one faith, one people.

We have no mysteries, no revelations which are not natural

and reasonable. In this position we have stood for ages,

and it is a platform which will endure for ever, and on

which all religions can stand. We must seek, however, to

take advantage of the times and the changes throughout the

world, as they may relate to our temporal prosperity. We

cannot at this moment tell what important results may grow

out of this permission to build a magnificent Synagogue in

Jerusalem. One right conferred, one prejudice removed,

leads to the enjoyment of other rights, to the removal of

other prejudices, and finally the nation begins to lift up its

head ; education completes the great work ; and the Jews of

Jerusalem, the great defenders and expounders of the law,"

become enlightened and liberal citizens, qualified to be en

trusted with higher powers.

" Let us not believe that, although our faith is admitted to

have a divine origin, salvation is for the Jews exclusively.

Salvation for the Gentiles is equally included ; He who made

the whole earth will protect all the children in it. We are the

altar of the Sanctuary, on which it is. said, a fire shall burn,

which never shall be extinct ; but that fire shall animate and

revive all creation alike—the Gentile shall stand before its

light, and rejoice in the warmth which it imparts. Had it

not been for Christianity and Mahomedanism, which sprung

up upon the ruins of our nation, and raised aloft our pros

trate banner, Paganism would still have flourished; every

god would have been worshipped but the true and living

One; the heathen would have triumphed at this very day,

and all would have been darkness and desolation. From

among a few of our own people God raised up a new sect,

which with the descendants of Joshua maintained in part his

divine attributes, and did not surrender his divine precepts.

This intermediate power, though intolerant and persecuting,

has still stood between us and utter destruction, and now

eight millions of the chosen people—the same people who

were at Sinai, at Babylon, and at Zion, stand forth in the
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presence of all the earth, the miracle of God's providence;

and Christian and Mussulman will march before them in

the great advent of the Restoration, surrendering their trust,

giving up their guardianship, and crying aloud with our

great Prophet, ' Prepare ye the way of the Lord ; make

straight in the desert a highway for our God,' and this ad

vanced guard will hear on their banner as they pass beneath

the triple walls of Jerusalem, that verse from Scripture

which has ever been our guide, 'Yet I am the Lord thy God

from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no God but

me: for there is no Saviour besides me.' Oh, children of

Israel, you know not the great destiny which is in store for

you ! Study to deserve it, study to meet it, and to merit it,

by the practice of many virtues, by toleration and good

faith, mercy, charity, and forgiveness.

"The world calls us a proud people. If there is a no

bility on earth ; if pure and unadulterated blood, descending

from such ancestors as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Moses,

David, and Solomon, which courses through our veins, gives

us a claim to national distinction, we have a right to be

proud of such ancestry ; but that pride should be limited to

imitating their wisdom, and cultivating among ourselves

that nationality which alone embraces the elements of our

restoration. The designs of the Almighty are brought about

by human agency ; He inclines the heart of men to execute

his great purposes on earth ; wars, revolutions, changes in

the political world, the dismemberment of nations, the down

fall of kings, the elevation of the people, the light of know

ledge, the march of science, and the triumph of liberal opin

ions, are all his work, through his inscrutable decrees.

" This permission to lay a corner-stone once more in Jeru

salem, to erect a magnificent Temple to his honour and his

worship, by his ancient and faithful people, and which we

are this day called upon to aid, is another great sign of his

divine power and will, foreshadowing the great promises

hereafter—the assurances that we shall yet be independent,

and worship Him on Zion in freedom and tranquillity.

" But I have often beard my co-religionarians say, pain

fully heard them say, that the promises ofrestoration, though

repeatedly made, are surrounded with many difficulties ;

that the land so remote would never repay the sacrifices in

re-assembling the people from the four quarters of the earth ;
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and that when assembled, bringing with them the languages

and usages of many countries, it would be greatly embar

rassing to organise the government, and we should be sub

jected to neighbouring wars and internal difficulties—in

short, that we were content with our present condition, and

required no change. Such sentiments I know do prevail, but

not among all ; it is the fruit of toleration, of comfort, of ease,

of wealth ; but there are hearts which are yet to be touched

with the pure love of liberty, and hands strong enough and

willing enough to strike a blow for that liberty, when the

time arrives. But the work is not to be accomplished by us ;

our will, our wishes, our doubts, and our scruples, are empty

and evanescent : there is a higher Power, and a stronger Arm,

which will direct the movements of the great advent, which

will show us the path ; our Cloud by day and our Pillar by

night. Are we not his chosen people, has He not blessed us,

when shadowed beneath his protecting mantle, and punished

when we sinned, separated and dispersed us when we forgot

his holy ordinances, and do we not await his promises of

final national regeneration? How can we doubt the future,

in contemplating the past ? Has He not said, ' I will settle

you after your old estates, and will do better for you than at

your beginning, and ye shall know that I am the Lord ? '

Has He not said, ' For I will take you from among the hea

then, and will gather you from all countries, and bring you

into your own land ? ' But you shrink from the desolation of

Judea, and fear that the land will for ever wither under its

ancient curse. Even there we have been anticipated by the

mercy of divine forgiveness. ' I will multiply the fruit of

the tree, and the increase of the field, that ye shall receive

no more reproach of famine, and they shall say, this land

that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden ; I the

Lord have spoken it, and I will do it.' Shall we ourselves

become infidels, and doubt the promises of the Almighty ?

God forbid. Let us therefore prepare for that great change,

which will fill the whole world with wonder and astonish

ment. Other nations, in breaking the yoke of the oppres

sors, and becoming rulers in their own land, bring with them

their national characteristics. An ignorant people cannot

make an enlightened government ; but when the trumpet

sounds for us on Zion, every country on earth will give up

its great men among the Jewish people, and a combination
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of talent, wealth, enterprise, learning, skill, energy, and bra

very will be collected in Palestine, with all the lights of

science and civilization, and once more elevate those laws

which Moses had consecrated to liberty and republican

forms of government. Let us commence the great work,

and leave its consummation to our great Shepherd and

Redeemer.

be permitted to contribute our mite to the erection of this

great Synagogue, near the site of the temple that all Israel

should aid in its completion. It will possess one advantage

—it will be orthodox. The Jewish religion should never

change its original form or type. Reforms create schism,

and promote divisions, besides impairing the unity of our

faith, Religion is of the heart ; there must be the seat of

devotion; forms and ceremonies are all empty without

sincere piety.

" I must confess that I should like to see some changes in

our ritual and ceremonies : while admiring the beauty and

sublimity of the Hebrew language, I should still be gratified,

if we could introduce in our prayers a portion of the lan

guage of the country, in order that we may better compre

hend the great responsibilities of our faith. We might also

curtail many repetitions, and introduce some beneficial

changes : but where are the limitations and boundaries to

these reforms, when we once introduce the pruning knife ?

Where is our authority to change or modify those forms

and ceremonies, the native purity of our faith, which we

have sustained for four thousand years through the severest

sufferings and privations? There are great dangers in all

innovations on an established religion ; and it is preferable

to pursue the plain beaten paths so long adopted by our

ancestors than to venture upon unexplored regions, and

carry out reforms, which finally efface the landmarks of our

ancient faith.

" Yet if this is pursued by other congregations, we shall be

gratified to know, that there is one congregation in Jerusalem

which will never change its ancient laws and customs ; and

therefore we can more cheerfully and more liberally extend

our aid in the erection of this new synagogue, under the con

viction that it will be founded on a rock, which will last for

ages. The accommodations to the pious, which a new and

I hope you will
 

with me, that it is a privilege to
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extensive place of worship will afford, will attract a greater

number of our people to Jerusalem from the surrounding

countries. Admonished by the signs of the times, and by

the expectation of important events, we find the aged Jews,

with some little means, coming down the Danube, from the

Red Sea, and over the mountains of Circassia, journeying

toward Jerusalem, there in holy meditation and prayer, to

spend the remnant of their days, and to sit under the wall

of the Temple, and pray for the peace of Israel, and when

they die surrounded by the learned and pious, to be buried

in the consecrated earth, near the ashes of the great prophets,

the sublime Psalmist, and the illustrious of our fathers and

ancestors. If there is any consolation in the last hours of

life among the truly pious of our faith, it is in knowing that

they are to be buried under the shadow of mount Zion ; to

be near when the trumpet shall arouse the quick and the

dead, at the day of the Great Atonement. I never hear the

name of Jerusalem, without thinking of that mighty man,

whose consecrated fingers struck the wires of his ravishing

harp, and gave alarm to the hosts of Heaven—that beloved

of God, that Warrior, Poet, King—stern in his friendships,

sublime in his orisons; he whose whole heart melted in love

and adoration ofthe Lord—the good, the great, the illustrious

David. Who can read his Psalms without feeling all the

pride of religious faith in knowing that he too was a Jew?

What a privilege it is to stand by his tomb—what a blessing

to lie near him even in death !

"I have said that the building of this new Synagogue in

Jerusalem would be considered throughout the world as a

remarkable sign, particularly among aj people who. -though

separated and dispersed in the four quarters of the world,

are united by the most extraordinary bonds of sympathy ;

like the magnetic shock, it reaches every extremity, like the

flash of electricity which conveys intelligence in every

direction, the Jews will hear of it and see the handwriting

on the wall.

" We have been preserved miraculously for great and start

ling events; God's dealings with his people have been most

wonderful ; we have passed through the promised punish

ments ; shall we not enjoy the promised blessings? When

and how this great advent is to be brought about, is still in

the heart and hand of that great Spirit, who depresses and
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raises up, who breaks down thrones and elevates the oppres

sed and persecuted ; as the great French historian has said,

" Providence moves through time, as the gods of Homer

through space—it makes a step— and ages roll away." To

the Christian world, which has a common origin with us,

and still clings to the Jewish nation as the favoured and

chosen people of God, this little expressive sign will not he

without its iuipressiou—it is one blast of that silver trum

pet, which at the dawn of day was sounded from the eastern

portals of our Temple. Here is the Church of the Holy

Sepulchre, in which Christians offer up their pious orisons

to the memory of Him, who, while on earth, deserved all

that the best feelings of the heart could bestow ; there are

the Minarets of the Mosque of Omar, built on the site of

our Temple ; and there, in simple grandeur, in one corner

of Mount Zion, is the new synagogue of the Jews— the

parent and his children, all were happy on the same spot,

all wafting their orisons to that heaven where sits in divine

majesty the Lord of Hosts and the God of Israel.

" It is not the least curious in the erection of this new edi

fice in Jerusalem, that. we can direct the builders to the spot

where all the materials of Herod's Temple yet lie in silent

grandeur. Beneath the Mosque of El' Aksa, the great cham

bers, the immense granite pillars, the magnificent marble

columns with exquisitely carved tops and bases, the richly

ornamented gates, the reservoirs still filled with water, in

which the Priests and Levites bathed, are at this day to be

found, not crumbling in ruins, but erect and majestic, and

have been explored within the last two years by one of our

people, now a resident of this city, proving, beyond doubt,

the error of that prediction which declared that not one stone

of that Temple shall stand upon another. At this particular

crisis of affairs in Europe, this small sign will arouse the

Jews in every direction. They have been busy amid these

revolutions. It was not to be expected that a people of their

literary, political, and commercial influence—the bankers of

Europe, the merchants of England, the statesmen of France,

the philosophers of Germany, the agriculturists of Poland,

the poets of Italy, the artists, mechanics, and soldiers every

where could see these mighty events developing themselves

on the Continent, without participating actively in their pro

gress and results. They too will hear the distant sounds of

N
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that trumpet, whose notes will float around the horizon, and

will know who is moving in the great work.

" The laying of the corner-stone of the new Temple will

attract an immense number of the faithful to Jerusalem to

witness the ceremony ; it will not be built as the old one, on

the return of our people from Babylon, with the sword in

one hand and the trowel in the other. The building and

the builders will be protected and assisted by all religious

denominations. For many years I have cherished the hope

that I might have it in my power to visit the Holy City—

that my country would enable me to say to my people, with

the prophet Isaiah, 'Hail to the land shadowing with wings

which lies beyond the river of Ethiopia, which sendeth am

bassadors by sea in vessels of bulrushes;" hail to the house

of the Jew, as well as the Gentile !

" It would be to me the proudest day of my life, if I could

be present at laying the corner-stone of the new Temple of

Jerusalem—if I could realize all the associations which

spring from the spot, where Daniel and Solomon lived—

where Isaiah prophesied, and where the Maccabees con

quered."

Such are the extracts. Whether permission to build

their synagogue be or be not accorded, is of little mo

ment. It will be accorded in due season. The sen

timents give to the speech its importance, not the oc

casion on which it was spoken. To those who meditate

in God's word they will need but little comment.

Many of Mr. Noah's anticipations will doubtless be

fulfilled. There will be a harmonizing of Judaism and

false Christianity, and many an other evil thing in Je

rusalem : and the liberality will be boasted of that

denies to truth its title to be aggressive. The return

of Israel to their land under the auspices of man, will

no doubt be hailed by multitudes as if it were " the

Advent" of the day of blessing. "Many," it is writ

ten, " shall cleave to them with flatteries." Their

settlement in Jerusalem will give an impulse to the

world, and cause civilization to spread with lightning

rapidity, through the ruined countries of the East.
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But where will be God's truth? Where the owning

of that name which is the only name whereby we must

be saved—where the confession of that blood which

alone cleanseth from sin ? Will the blood of the Lord

Jesus be acknowledged, or will the grace of God in par

doning iniquity through Him be rejected—His glory as

the only begotten of the Father be denied, and His words

scorned, except there may be gleaned from them some

thing to be perverted so as to make men more happy in

their Cain-like settlement in the earth—or something

that may adorn falsehood and weave threads of heavenly

colour in Satan's web ? Some of the hues of Christ's

truth may thus seem, through Satan's craft, to attach

even to her who shall be the mother of harlots and

abominations in the earth. How often have we seen

destruction clothed with attractiveness. The bright

celestial blue of the heavens is often reflected on waters

that teem with putridity and death.

It is not the spirit of Christ that pervades this speech.

It is rather that spirit that " acknowledged not Jesus

Christ come in the flesh," the spirit that is of the world.

It is not "a shaking among the dry bones" (Ezek.

xxxvii.)—that would be God's power in blessing. It

is rather a moving of that energy of Satan, which is,

with sevenfold power, to act an&to dwell in Israel in the

latter day. The unclean spirit will dwell there, because

after having long wandered, as it were, houseless, he

finds no people so well adapted for his habitation.

"When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he

walketh through dry places, seeking rest and findeth

none ; then he saith, I will return into my house from

whence I came out, and when he is come, he findeth it

empty, swept and garnished ; then goeth he and taketh

with himself, seven other spirits more wicked than him

self, and they enter in and dwell there : and the last

state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall

it be also unto this wicked generation."

Such is the testimony of the Lord Jesus Himself re
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specting that hour of Israel's history into which we are

now advancing. We have need to beware, lest when

we see Israel become like a "swept and garnished"

dwelling we should deceive ourselves into the thought

that they are about to be made the habitation of the

Lord ! The most fearful hour of their corporate history

is yet to come. The sense of its near approach may pre

serve us from saying smooth things and prophesying de

ceit, but it will not diminish energy nor deaden love to

souls. Our knowledge of that which is awaiting them

nationally, should only stimulate us the more to preach

to them individually the gospel of the grace of God, if so

be any might be saved. He who once wept over them,

though He must resist the proud, will not break the reed

that is bruised, nor quench the flax that smoketh. If

the testimonies of the Prophets stand in fearful array

against them, a sanctuary is still open for them in the

Lord their Messiah. "He shall be for a sanctuary."

Moses has said that it is blood and blood only that mak-

eth atonement for the sin of the soul, and we only con

firm his words when we say, that without shedding of

blood there can be no remission ; and that therefore the

Head of Israel has suffered, in order that there might be

preached through Him the forgiveness of sins. In the

title of His name we still say to the scattered house of

Israel, and it is our joy to say it, "Men and brethren,

through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness

of sins, and through Him all who believe are justified

from all things." Such things we may say to them in

all meekness and love as fellow-sinners together with

them. But let us not deceive them with false words,

nor cleave to them with flatteries. We shall find some

among them, whilst their hearts yet remain unhumbled

and unbelieving, firm in their adherence to the rites of

their forefathers and to the name of Jehovah—an ad

herence that will stand in favourable contrast with

much that is around them, especially when the liberality

of the present hour has advanced into the infidelity and
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blasphemy of the end : yet it is only Pharisaism, a sign

that the generation of the Pharisees has not yet passed

away. We may find amongst others a tendency to relax

the rigidity of Judaism, and to mention the name even

of Jesus with respect, but it is only latitudinarian

liberality—the Sad.duceeism of old, an evidence that

the generation of Sadducees has not yet passed away.

And if we should see amiability, intelligence, philan

thropy and a high tone of morality characterizing many,

and in appearance contrasting favourably even with

Christianity, we have to remember that the house is de

scribed not only as " swept," but "garnished." With

such feelings we shall not be disposed to hide either from

Israel or from ourselves those parts of the word of God

which really bear upon the scenes into which we are

entering. We shall tremble to quench the light of that

awful testimony, and to substitute instead thereof, those

promises of glory and of blessing which belong to other

days, even when they shall have passed through the

fires, (Zech. xiii. 9.) and looked upon Him whom they

have pierced, and known the power of that fountain

opened in the blood of the Lamb for sin and for un-

cleanness.

But such is not their present national prospect. The

words of Ezekiel are too express to be mistaken.

" Therefore thus saith the Lord God, because ye are

all become dross ; behold therefore, I will gather you

into the midst of Jerusalem. As they gather silver and

brass, and iron, and lead, and tin into the midst of the

furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it ; so will I

gather you in mine anger and my fury, and I will leave

you there and melt you ; yea, I will gather you, and

blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye shall

be melted in the midst thereof. As silver is melted in

the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the

midst thereof; and ye shall know that I the Lord have

poured out my fury upon you." (Ezek. xxii. 19—22.)

n 2
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ON ISAIAH X., XI., XII.

These chapters are so closely connected with the sub

jects we have been considering, that it seems almost ne

cessary to remark briefly on them in a series of papers

like the present. The tenth chapter, to which I have

made frequent reference, is a prophecy of evil and of

judgment; the eleventh and twelfth are visions of joy

and peace. All three chapters are closely connected

with each other, and should be read continuously.

The maturity of Israel's evil in Jerusalem at the

time of the end is, as we have already seen, a continual

subject of prophetic description in Isaiah. The tenth

chapter delineates some of the features of this evil, and

pronounces woe against it. "Woe unto them that de

cree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness

which they have prescribed, to turn away the needy

from judgment," &c. Violence and rapacity are the

characteristics of the scene. The fair speciousness

that may for a season perhaps attach to the character

and ways of Israel, when they first enter on their re

covered land will soon vanish. The house " empty,

swept and garnished," will soon change its aspect, when

once the sevenfold energy of evil has settled there, and

the dark realities of human character will again appear

in unmitigated intensity.

It is against this evil that the last great king of As

syria will be sent—the scourge of God thereupon.

Assyria has ever been the plague of Israel. And when

we remember that Israel's unsanctified energies will
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probably be the great instrumental means of reviving

Assyria and Babylon—we can conceive how it will add

poignancy to their anguish, when they discover that

they have hatched for themselves a viper's egg that

breaks forth into a serpent to bite them.

But this chapter records more than their chastisement

under the hand of man. The day respecting which it is

said that " though the number of the children of Israel

be as the sand of the sea, yet only a remnant shall be

saved," is one in which the " consumption determined "

is wrought, not by the hand of man, but by the Lord

God of hosts. " The Lord God of hosts shall make

a consumption even determined in the midst of all the

land." But the day of the Lord's judgment upon Israel

shall be a day also of destruction to their oppressors.

"The Lord of hosts shall stir up a scourge for him (i.e.

the Assyrian) according to the slaughter of Midian at

the rock of Oreb. " The indignation shall cease, and

mine anger (against Israel) in their destruction." The

great king of Assyria shall fall, and Lebanon, the em

blem of the greatness and glory of the Gentiles, shall

fall with him. The destruction shall be as in the day

of Midian.

In the day of Midian, mighty hosts, strong in their

felt greatness, and resting in supposed security, were

gathered against Israel. Apparently there was in

Israel no adequate strength to meet these dreaded ene

mies. The light that was destined to strike terror into

their hearts was known only to a few, and it was

hidden in earthen vessels. But when the appointed

hour came;—suddenly, and in the dead of night, the

broken earthen vessels gave liberty to the imprisoned

light, and it burst into strange and fearful brightness

upon the hosts of Midian, at the very moment when

an unknown shout of victory sounded in their ears. It

was the shadow—the type of a more terrible and yet

future hour; when the last great foe of Israel, a

mighter than Midian, shall meet the final judgments
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of the Lord. That foe of God and of Israel will ful

fil his course, and track every step of his appointed

way. He will come to Aiath and pass to Migron—

Gallim will tremble, and Gibeah flee. He will rest for

a little in proud security at Kob, and shake his hand

against the mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill of

Jerusalem. But the day of the Lord of hosts will

have come. He will be met by a light more glorious

and more terrible than the light of Gideon. " The

light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his holy One

for a flame, and it shall burn his thorns and his

briers (i.e. all the strong defences of the Assyrian)

in one day : and shall consume the glory of his forest

and of his fruitful field, both soul and body ; and it

shall be as when a standard bearer fainteth." The holy

One of Israel, once seen in humiliation, His glory

shrouded in weak humanity, will suddenly appear in

all His own essential glory as the Son of the living

God ; and they also to whom He has communicated

life will appear together with Him. The earthen ves

sel shall no longer hide the excellency of that which is

concealed therein. Mortality will be swallowed up of

life ; and that life will be manifested in a glory which

shall confront the proud enemy of God and of His

people, and he shall perish for ever.

But Isaiah's testimony does not end here. To de

tail evil is not the only object of prophecy. It testifies

of Christ—mighty and glorious in the destruction of

iniquity—but to be glorified also in remembering

mercy, in healing where He has broken, in binding up

where He has smitten. The seed of Abraham and of

David has long ago been prepared as the repository of

the earth's blessing. He has already been in the

world, though the world knew Him not. His lips

then were not less full of grace, nor did less of the spirit

of wisdom and power rest on Him, than will in the

day of His coming glory. He has long been prepared

in the full perfectness of His blessed person, but He
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has been pleased as yet to refrain from manifesting the

glory of His almighty power : He has been content to

suffer. He has been in His own person rejected—

and in the persons of His saints, He still continues to

be rejected and despised—" Saul, Saul, why perse-

cutest thou me ? " His Father and Himself are still

engaged in the despised ministry of reconciliation—"by

the foolishness of preaching, saving them that believe."

But when iniquity shall have risen to its height ; when

the daring blasphemy of Satan's last great instrument

shall have changed every natural and every revealed

arrangement of God; when human life, whether in

Israel or in the nations, shall groan under the load that

is sinking them soul and body, into perdition, will it

be no mercy for the Holy One of God to interfere—

to show that He is the Lion of the tribe of Judah, able

to contend with the mighty, and to deliver the captive ?

Will it not be meet and fitting, that evil so over

whelming and so destructive, should be confronted by

His glorious power, and will it not be the earnest

desire of His Spirit in His saints that it should be so ?

Surely they will desire it—for otherwise hopelessness

would be written for ever on the earth and all that is

therein. And their desire will be granted : " He will

smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the

breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked one* (j?t£H)

He shall arise to judgment—to help all the meek upon

earth—to beautify the meek with salvation.

The operation of divine judgment will cause the evil

to pass away like a cloud swept before the whirlwind ;

and thus the sphere will be vacated for the introduction

of the long-promised, long-waited for blessing. Its

nature may be judged of partly from what the prophets

* This is the verse quoted by Saint Paul, in 2 Thess. ii. "And

then shall that -wicked one be revealed, -whom the Lord shall

destroy by the breath or spirit of his mouth."
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have spoken—but above all, from our knowledge of the

character of Him from whom and through whom it is to

flow. He has not ceased to be what He was when He

sojourned here in humiliation. He still is, and ever will

be meek, gentle, and lowly, calling unto Himself the

heavy laden, and giving rest unto the soul : still able to

undo the consequences of sin, to make the deaf to hear,

and the dumb to speak, and to cause sorrow and sighing

to flee away. And when almighty power shall give

effect to His will to bless, and shall no longer permit

His desires to be frustrated ; we need not wonder that

Israel, and the nations, and creation should alike find

reason to rejoice and sing for ever. " Show yourselves

joyful unto the Lord, all ye lands: sing, rejoice, and

give thanks. Praise the Lord upon the harp : sing to

the harp with a psalm of thanksgiving—with trumpets

also and shawms : 0 show yourselves joyful before the

Lord the King . . . Let the floods clap their hands,

and let the hills be joyful together before the Lord : for

he is come to judge the earth. With righteousness

shall he judge the world, and the peoples with equity."*

Who can estimate the greatness of the change, when

power and wisdom from above shall have opened in

this marred and groaning earth well-springs of bless

ing sufficient to satisfy the desires of every living

thing—when the graciousness and kindness of the cha

racter of Christ shall give its impress to every arrange

ment that affects the happiness of human life. Zion,

where none shall hurt nor destroy, will be made a kind

of index of the earth's blessing then. There the Lord

of Hosts shall reign before His ancients gloriously.

There He will make to all nations a feast of fat things

—of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees

well refined. There heavenly peace will be exhibited

* Psalm xcviii. and all kindred Psalms. How fearful the

error that applies them to the present condition of the earth !
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— there creation will be seen to rest from the bitter

consequences of the fall—fierceness will be taken from

the lion, the torment of terror from the lamb. Zion

will thus stand as the exponent of the character of the

power then sovereign in the earth, a power that shall

never intermit its energy until it shall have accom

plished, in new heavens and a new earth, its full results

of perfect and universal blessing. Zion, as being the

mountain of the God of Israel, indicates of course, in

an especial manner Israel's condition. We learn from

it the nature of their own blessings and the character

also of the power which, through them, governmentally

will reach the nations. We can easily understand,

therefore, how their land should be called the joy of

all lands, and themselves the blessed of the Lord.

Israel will be known as God's inheritance.-!

There are three nations which, in past days have

been, and in days yet to come will be, peculiarly marked

by pride, rebellion and sin. These nations are Israel,

Assyria, and Egypt. Egypt has been a country in

which natural powers and natural advantages have

been eagerly seized on by the evil energy of man, and

directed against God. There are other countries where

man's constructive skill has systematized the methods

of his pride ; and where the sense of the greatness

of man's natural and individual energy is lost, as it

were, in the presence of the systems of his construc

tive wisdom. Such a country Assyria has been. There

has been another nation to whom God has granted

peculiar favour and peculiar light, intended to preserve

from both these forms of evil—from Egypt and from

Assyria ; and to strengthen for testimony against them.

Such a people were Israel. But there also iniquity

has been found. Assyria, and Egypt, and Israel have

weaved, and will yet once more weave again, sometimes

separately and sometimes together, webs of iniquity

and cords of falsehood.

But when sovereign grace acts, it loves to find in
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that, which is most distant from itself, the sphere of

its operation. It can and it will reach, in the power of

its blessing, Israel, and Egypt, and Assyria too. And

so it is written : "In that day shall Israel be third with

Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of

the earth (yi^n) whom the Lord of Hosts shall bless,

saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the

work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance." The

three that have often been sisters in iniquity will be

sisters in righteousness then. Israel, permanently blest,

will stand as with two handmaids at her side—hand

maids, and yet her sisters in blessing and in the know

ledge of God. They will together sing the song of joy

and thanksgiving, they will together draw water out

of the wells of salvation. Sorrow and sighing will

have fled away.
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APPENDIX.

(A.)

EXTRACTS FROM HIPPOLYTUS.

HiPPOLYTtrs was a bishop and Christian martyr, who

lived at the close of the second and beginning of the

third century. He is said by Eusebius, to have lived

in the reign of Geta, the son of Severus, (Euseb. lib.

vi. c. 20)—by others he is mentioned as living in the

reign of Severus, who died about a.d. 204. Hippoly-

tus wrote much on Scripture. His chief work, that

has descended to us, is a Treatise on Antichrist.

Tillemont, in his "Comment on the Ecclesiastical

History of the First Six Centuries," mentions him

thus : (vol. iii. p. 246.)

" Hippolytus composed a book concerning Anti

christ, on the occasion of a conversation which he had

with a certain Theophilus, to whom he dedicated it,

whom he calls his most beloved brother, and whom he

again and again admonishes not to make that which he

had written known to unbelievers, who have no other

thought than to challenge and revile the truth, (ut

veritatem lacessant blasphemiis), but that he should

put it before pious men only—men who fear God, and

walk in paths of sanctity and righteousness. He so-

o



146 AIDS TO PE.OPHETIC ENQUIRY.

lemnly declares also, that it was not without a tremu-

lousness of soul that he wrote to him concerning things

so momentous, and that he did so, influenced only by

the love of Christ Therefore he beseeches

Theophilus that he would unite with him in prayer to

God, in asking grace, whereby he might be directed to

interpret rightly the passages of Holy Writ concerning

Antichrist. And indeed, you will for the most part

read nothing in this book but what is gathered from

the prophets or holy Apocalypse. He was, however,

persuaded that the Temple at Jerusalem would be re

stored by Antichrist. From the prophecy of the pa

triarch Jacob, he infers that Antichrist would arise from

the tribe of Dan."

The treatise is chiefly interesting from the large

quantity of Scripture which is quoted and unhesitat

ingly applied to Antichrist in his connexion with Je

rusalem in the last days. To take, as an example,

the two important chapters which have been so often

referred to in the preceding pages, the tenth and four

teenth of Isaiah. Hippolytus quotes the greater part

of these two chapters, and interprets them of Anti

christ, whom he calls the shameless and God-defying

monarch (rov rvpavvov Kai avaiSr] cat Seofiayov.) See

pp. 10, 11.

He also speaks of the Babylon of Isaiah and the

Babylon of the Revelation, as if identical. His words

are these : "But since we have proposed to speak con

cerning the harlot, be near, 0 blessed Isaiah. Let us

see what thou sayest concerning Babylon— ' Come

down and sit in the dust, 0 virgin daughter of Baby

lon, sit on the ground, there is no throne, 0 daughter

of the Chaldeans—for thou shalt no more be called

tender and delicate.' " He then quotes the whole of

this chapter, that is to say, the xlvii. of Isaiah, and

adds—"These things Isaiah prophesies unto thee—let

us see whether John has spoken like things. For he,

when he was in the island of Patmos, sees a revelation
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of terrible mysteries, which, giving his exposition with

abundant plainness, he teaches to others. Tell me, 0

blessed John, thou Apostle and disciple of the Lord,

what thou didst see and hear concerning Babylon—

awake, and say, for she was the cause of thy banish

ment." Hippolytus then quotes the whole of the

seventeenth and eighteenth of the Revelation, and con

tinues thus: "As regards, then, the appointed adjudi

cation (fxepiKriQ icpurEwe) of torments that are to come

on her (the harlot) in the last times, under the kings

who will at that time be, abundant explanation is given

in the words quoted. It is desirable, however, that

we should be accurate in stating the time—at what

period these things will happen, and how the little

horn will appear among them (the kings). For when

the iron legs, which are now still existent, have gone

on to the feet and toes, according to the manifestation

of the image (Dan. ii.), and the exhibition of the

dreadful beast (Dan. vii.), as has been afore pointed

out— at the time when the iron and clay will be

mingled together [then will these things occur.] But

Daniel will explain to us the point before us. For he

says, "And he shall make a covenant with many for

one hebdomad, and it shall be in the midst of the

hebdomad my sacrifice and libation shall be taken

away." By one hebdomad of years, he means the last

which will be at the end of the whole world—of which

hebdomad, the two prophets, Enoch and Elias, will

occupy one half : for they shall testify 1260 days,

clothed in sackcloth, preaching repentance to the people,

and to all the Gentiles." (20, 21.)

As an example of the views of Hippolytus respecting

Antichrist, the following passage may be cited : " See

ing then, that the Lord Jesus Christ, who is God, in

consequence of His royal and glorious power, is pro

claimed aforehand, under the name of "Lion"—in

like manner the Scriptures have aforehand announced

the Antichrist as a lion, because of his tyrannical and
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violent power. Por that seducer desires in all things

to liken himself to the Son of God. Christ is a lion,

so also is Antichrist. Christ is a king, so also is Anti

christ. The Saviour has been exhibited as a lamb ; he,

in like manner, will appear as a lamb, though inwardly

a wolf. The Saviour came into the world in circum

cision ; he will come in like manner. The Lord sent

forth apostles unto all nations ; he, likewise, will send

forth false apostles. The Saviour gathered together the

sheep that were scattered : he, too, will gather together

the scattered people (i.e. Israel.) The Lord has placed

a seal upon those who believe on Him ; he, likewise,

will affix one. The Saviour appeared in the form of

a man ; he, too, will come in the form of a man.

The Saviour raised up and showed his holy flesh as

a temple ; he, too, will raise a temple of stone in Je

rusalem." (page 7.)

His references to the second and seventh of Daniel

are clear and precise. After speaking of the ten toes

of the image, as denoting the progress into democracies

—and the ten horns of the fourth beast, as denoting

the division into ten kingdoms, he says, " The golden

head of the image (ch. ii.)—the lion (ch. vii.)—were

the Babylonians : the shoulders and arms of silver—

the bear—were the Persians and Medes : the belly and

thighs of brass—the leopard—were the Greeks, who

obtained dominion from Alexander : the legs of iron—

the stupendous and terrible beast—were the Romans,

who now have the power : the feet of iron and clay, and

the ten horns, are powers by and by to be. Another

little horn that groweth up is Antichrist, that ariseth

among them. The stone that smiteth the earth and

bringeth judgment on the world, is Christ." (Page 15.)

The end of the eleventh of Daniel—the 2 of Thess.

ii. respecting the man of sin—the passage respecting

the abomination of desolation in Matthew xxiv. are all

applied, by Hippolytus, to the manifestation of An

tichrist.
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The chief defect in the treatise seems to be his

entire ignorance of the nature of the millennial dispen

sation, and the distinction between it and the new

heavens and the new earth, which succeed the millen

nium. Hence he appears to see nothing respecting the

gathering of Israel under the hand of the Lord for

blessing—but dwells exclusively on their being ga

thered by Antichrist for judgment. He speaks always

of the end of the age as if it were the end of the

world—and speaks of the clay and iron as symbolising

" democracies " instead of democratic or popular mon

archies, and instead of quoting correctly the second of

Daniel, and saying, that the stone, which is Christ,

smites the image, he substitutes "earth" for image,

and says "smites the earth." But it is not true that

He will then smite the earth, so as to grind it to pow

der. Indeed, after the apostles died, only one of the

three great divisions of prophetic truth appears to

have been preserved. The prophetic parts of Scrip

ture treat, first of the Jews; secondly, of the Gentile

nations ; thirdly, of the professing church. With the

exception of that part of the history of the Jews that

is connected with Antichrist, at the close of the present

age, the prospects of Israel appear to have been alto

gether hidden from the early Christian writers, and the

millennial promises to Israel forced into application to

the church, which was seeking to rest and to reign in

the earth. All those parts of Scripture too, which

delineate the sad and evil path of the professing church,

were neglected—and all apprehension of the saints

being, both now and in the millennium, a separated

and heavenly body, was lost, as well as the prospect of

the new heavens and new earth, and their contrast with

the millennial.

Nevertheless, it is plain, that this treatise contains

much truth that has been lost in these latter days. It

is -written, too, in a spirit of holy fear. I will tran

scribe the concluding sentence. " These things I have

o 2
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extracted, and briefly presented to thee, 0 Theophilus,

in order that vigilantly guarding, with faith, that

which has been written, and looking forward to things

that are about to be, thou mayst keep thyself void of

offence, both toward God and toward men, waiting for

that blessed hope, and the manifestation of Him who

is our God and Saviour, when, having raised those of

us who are saints, He will rejoice together with them,

glorifying His Father. To Him be glory for the ever

lasting ages of ages. Amen."
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(B.)

SENNACHERIB NOT ANTICHRIST.

The relations of Antichrist to Israel have been more

or less foreshadowed in the actions of many who have

already been, such, for example, as Pharaoh, Senna

cherib, Nebuchadnezzar, Antiochus, and the like. But

we need not on this account put Sennacherib or Nebu

chadnezzar in the place of Antichrist, and imagine that

they have done everything that Antichrist will do, and

exhausted the prophecies respecting him.

Any period in which proud defiance of God and of

His people is exhibited, and afterwards smitten, must of

course bear a general resemblance to another period in

which pride is so exhibited and smitten. But it is in

excusable carelessness to neglect all the specific cir

cumstances which are intended to distinguish the two

resembling periods from each other.

It is wonderful that any one should have ever thought

of interpreting the tenth of Isaiah of Sennacherib : for

Sennacherib does not answer to one of the specific and

distinctive circumstances.

How could it be said of Sennacherib, that he was

empowered of God to take a spoil of Israel, to make

them a prey, and to tread them down as the mire of

the streets? (Isa. x. 6.) Instead of this, was not Sen

nacherib himself smitten ? Was it not also said of him,

"He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow

there, nor come before it with shields, nor cast a bank

against it ; by the way which he came, by the same

shall he return" ? (Isa. xxvii.)
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How could Sennacherib be said to be the instrument

by which the Lord performed all His work of judgment

on Mount Zion and Jerusalem? (12.) Has there been

no judgment on Jerusalem since then ? In the time of

Sennacherib it had scarcely commenced. The glory of

the Lord had not departed from the Temple.

If Sennacherib were described in the tenth chapter

of Isaiah, it could never have been prophesied of him

that he should "return by the way which he came."

He whose history is given in this chapter never returns,

either by the way which he came or by any other way,

but perishes as he is shaking his hand against Jeru

salem. (32.)

How could a person who is left by his servant Rab-

shakeh at Laehish, in the south of Judaea, and was found

by Babshakeh when he came back, still in the south of

Judoea at Libnah, be the same as a person who approaches

Jerusalem on the north or north-west, (for that is the

line of march described in Isaiah x.) advances close to

it, which Sennacherib never did, and is there destroyed

instead of being allowed to return ?

Moreover, when Antichrist falls, not only Assyria

but Lebanon is said to fall, ». all Gentile glory—

whereas, after Sennacherib's invasion, Assyria, under

Nebuchadnezzar, flourished more than ever, and the

Gentiles arose into power.
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(C.)

EARLY DIFFUSION OF COMMERCE AND THE

HEBREW LANGUAGE.

One of the characteristics of the latter days, viz., the

manner in which the influence of commerce will assi

milate nations, especially within the Roman earth, has

been already remarkably foreshadowed. Even before

Nebuchadnezzar, commerce had brought into connection

the chief countries of the Roman. earth, and diffused,

through a vast extent of territory, the same language,

and that language was the Hebrew. It was effected by

the commercial energy of the Phoenicians from Tyre.

By means of their settlements, the Hebrew language

was spread along the southern boundary of the Black

Sea—the coasts of Cilicia— the principal islands of the

Mediterranean—the greater part of the northern coast

of Africa—more than half of Spain, and part of Corn

wall. Commerce, therefore, employing the language of

Israel, already, even in that early age, began to counter

act the effect of the curse at Babel. Will not the same

kind of energy, aided by the wealth and language of

Israel (for what region is there in which Jews are not

found), again effect this, and yet more remarkably ?

When Nebuchadnezzar became master of Tyre, he

found, by means of the city which he had conquered,

his influence suddenly extended to Spain and Britain.

Megasthenes, quoted in Josephus, speaks of him as

having subdued Libya and Spain (At/3u»;c njv woXKriv
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icot Ifitipiav)—but he does not appear to have actually

governed these countries, nor to have valued the influ

ence with which the commerce of Tyre, if it had been

cultivated, would have invested him. But the fact

that the first great king of Babylon had thus suddenly

placed within his grasp, by means of commerce and the

Hebrew language, an influence so extensive, defining,

as it were, by the parts that it touched, the subsequent

boundaries of the Boman earth, is in itself remarkable,

and seems like an intended foreshadowing of what is

yet to be.*

Ancient Babylon never appears to have addicted

itself to the pursuits of Tyre, nor to have used Tyre's

mercantile energies in subserviency to itself. In the

descriptions, therefore, that Scripture gives of Baby

lon's condition in times past, we do not find the features

of Tyre. But in those descriptions of Babylon, which

belong to a time yet to come, almost all the character

istics of Tyre are assigned to Babylon; so much so,

that a great deal of the language employed in the

Bevelation respecting Babylon is drawn from the Old

Testament prophecies respecting Tyre. It could scarcely

be otherwise, if, in the latter day, Babylon and Tyre

are to be drawn into the same circle of interests together.

* See map, exhibiting the ancient diffusion of the Hebrew

language through the Phoenician colonies—by Dr. Tregelles—

Part III. of Bible in every Land—Bagster and Co.—In note to

page 2, Dr. Tregelles writes : " The Phoenician colonies acknow

ledged a certain dependence on Tyre ; this was recognized by

the offerings sent from Carthage, etc., to the altar of the Tyrian

Hercules. The possession of Tyre may be considered as bestow

ing a kind of superiority over the colonies. How far this may

be connected with actual power may be uncertain ; nothing short

of this appears to be recognized in the statements of Megas-

thenes with regard to the dominion of Nebuchadnezzar, whom

he represents as having conquered and ruled, not merely Tyre,

but also the whole line of Phoenician colonies, even as far as

Spain. This has been treated as an exaggeration : but even if

it be, there appears to be at least a fact on which it is based."
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They will probably stand to each other in some such

relation as Liverpool and London ; the one being marked

principally by the executive skill and energy of com

merce—the other, in addition to that which is executive,

having also the legislative and controlling power. In

that case, of course, all the moral, and many other

features of Tyre, would be found in Babylon, and the

descriptions which belong to the subordinate city may

well be applied to the mistress city whom she serves.
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(D.)

ROME.— ITS DESOLATION AND REVIVAL.

Jeetjsalem, Babylon, and other cities of the East, are

not the only places on which desolation has fallen from

the hand of God. Other cities also have had pre

monitory blows ; and of this Rome is a memorable in

stance. There was once a period when it had well nigh

fallen into utter ruin : and even now it is but a partially

revived city, seated in the midst of former desolations.

Spalding states, that in the fifth century the popula

tion of Rome was a million, but that in the second half

of the thirteenth century it had sunk to 35,000. He

adds, " It is even asserted (though this is scarcely pos

sible,) that before the return of the Papal Court from

Avignon, it amounted to no more than 17,000. The

population rose in the fifteenth century. Under Leo X.,

it was rated at 80,000, and it increased uninterruptedly

till the French invasion. Between 1700 and 1795 it

had risen from 130,000 to about 170,000; but it is a

curious fact, that the increase has been kept up, not by

births within the city, which are usually equalled or

exceeded by the number of deaths, but by a steady tide

of emigration from the provinces The French

occupation, with its attendant calamities of slaughter,

famine, and contagious disease, brought down the po

pulation to 115,000, which was the number in 1813.

Since 1823 it has again steadily risen." (Spalding's

Italy, vol. iii. p. 160.)
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The last census makes the population about 180,000.

The depopulation of Rome, in the middle ages, is fully

borne out by Ranke, in his History of the Popes. The

lowest statement does not seem too low. He places

the extreme depopulation at the return of Pope Eu-

genius IV. from Florence, where he had remained

some years. This was about 1435. Rome was then

little better than a collection of huts, inhabited by

cow-herds. The formation of the present city of Rome

is subsequent to the year 1500. It lies chiefly in the

ancient Campus Martius, to the north-west of the an

cient hills. As the walls of Aurelian still stand, the

empty ground enclosed within them is considerable;

in fact, within the walls, two-thirds of the space is ruin

or desolation. The Palatine hill, the cradle of Rome,

is now desolate, crowned with the ruins of the Palace

of the Caesars, and having on it a villa or two and a

monastery. The Aventine and the Cselian hills are as

desolate as the Palatine ; so too, in great measure, are

the Esquiline and the Viminal ; and thus modern Rome

has quite withdrawn from three, at least, of the seven

hills.

The dreariness and desolation by which Rome is sur

rounded for miles, are just like that of a moor in Scot

land or Cornwall—and this is the region where once

the thirty Latin cities stood.

Rogers describes the Campagna as " still as night,

and desolate ; Bulphurous vapours exhaling thence, as

from a land accursed." The description of the deso

lation around Hillah scarcely exceeds this.

" I have been trying," says another writer, " since

our return home, to understand the causes which led

to the overthrow of the city of Rome. Gibbon assigns

four; the injuries of time and natural causes—the

ravages of the northern barbarians—the use and abuse

of the materials taken from its public buildings, and

the repeated civil wars and internal discords of the

noble Roman families during the middle ages. If to

p
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these we add the influence of the elements, we shall

cease to feel surprised at the change in the appearance

of the hills of Rome ; the comparative mole -hill size

of some, and the total disappearance of others." (Tay

lor's Letters, p. 149.)

Rome, therefore, is nothing more than a partially

revived city, and has little title to appropriate the lan

guage either of the seventeenth or eighteenth of the

Revelation, as one who sits a queen, and sees no

sorrow.*

With respect to Rome being the seven-hilled City, it

is true she has called herself so ; but she is nowhere so

called in Scripture. For a City to pretend to the occu

pation of "seven hills," (I say "Mils," for Rome

herself has not ventured to style herself anything more

than " septicollis," i.e., seven-hilled) or to pretend to the

possession of a power thereby indicated, and for such

pretension to be borne out by facts or recognised in

Scripture are widely different things. It is not so easy

for Rome to enumerate her seven hills. When first the

* The following are the words of Itanke, vol. iii. p. 480.

" During the absence of the Popes in Avignon, the Eome of

the middle ages had sunk into equal decay with that ancient

Rome which had so long lain in ruins.

" When Eugenius IV. returned to Eome in the year 1443, it

was become a city of herdsmen ; its inhabitants were not dis

tinguishable from the peasants of the neighbouring country.

The hills had long been abandoned, and the only part inhabited

was the plain along the windings of the Tiber ; there was no

pavement in the narrow streets, and these were rendered yet

darker by the balconies and buttresses which propped one house

against another ; the cattle wandered about as in a village.

From San Silvestro to the Porta del Topolo, all was garden and

marsh, the haunt of flocks of wild ducks. The very memory

of antiquity seemed almost effaced: the Capitol was become

the Goat's Hill, the Forum Eomanum the Cow's Field ; the

strangest legends were associated with the few remaining mon

uments. The church of St. Peter was in danger of falling

down."
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title " septicollis " was used by her, she had too few,

and was obliged to reckon insignificant points of hills

as hills in order to make out the number. Afterwards,

when she became more extended, as in the time of

Augustus, the hills were too many : and as to the modern

City of the Popes, its site is chiefly the plain of the

Campus Martius, and not hills at all. But even if it

had been otherwise, no structures, nor anything else that

could be said to indicate what Rome morally was, occu

pied Roine's hills even in her pagan days, much less in

her Papal.

The following quotation from a writer well known to

be exceedingly cautious in his statement of facts, is my

authority for what I have stated. After observing that

Rome " at the first bore the name of ' seven-hilled/ not

from its being built on different hills, but only from

seven ascents or points of hills," Dr. Tregelles adds in a

note:—"The seven hills which originally gave the

well-known designation to Rome were Palatium, Velia,

Cermalus, Ccelius, Fagutal, Oppius, Cispius. The three

first of these belonged to the Palatine, the two next to

the Ccelian, and the other two to the Esquiline ; being

thus, in fact, so many ascents, and not distinct hills.

The name of Septicollis having been applied to Rome

in its early form, was retained long after it ceased to be

applicable in its original connexion. After Rome had

extended, it was supposed by some to relate to seven

distinct hills ; and thus the number was made to corres

pond by counting the Palatine, Capitoline, Quirinal,

Esquiline, Coelian, Aventine, and the trans-Tiberine

Janiculum. In this arrangement the Viminal (which

lies between the Quirinal and the Esquiline) was omit

ted, in order not to exceed the number ; in another

arrangement, Janiculum, as being on the right side of

the Tiber, was excluded, and the Viminal reckoned :

the seven hills were thus arbitrarily restricted to the

left bank of the river, although the hill on the other

side is the highest of the whole. In the days of
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Augustus and his successors, a large part of Rome had

extended far beyond the hills and the intervening hol

lows, into the fiat plain of the Campus Martins, which

is the site of the greater part of the modern city of the

popes."—Remarks on the Prophetic Visions in the Book

of Daniel, by S. P. Tregelles, LL.D. Bagster, 1852.
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(E.)

" THAT GREAT CITY WHICH HATH SOVE

REIGNTY OVER THE KINGS OF THE

EARTH."

In commenting on this passage, some have insisted that

the words " which reigneth " should be taken in a strictly

present sense ; and thence have argued that the city

must be Rome—Imperial Rome—which was supreme

when the Apostle wrote.

But they seem to have forgotten that in a prophetic

vision, which avowedly directs the mind to something

that is future, every word that speaks of that future

thing as present, must, by the necessity of the case,

begin to apply only when that future thing is developed.

Thus, in the twenty-first chapter, it is said—"the first

heaven and first earth have passed away, (cnrri\dov) and

the sea no longer is, (e<m.) The last word is strictly

in the present tense; yet no one would think of ap

plying it to any but a future period. See also the

second verse of chapter xii. where " crieth," (/cpa^et)*

and the rest of the verbs are in the present tense,

although belonging to a future period.

In the seventeenth chapter the vision is not con

cerning the woman alone. It also has reference to the

beast that carries her. This fixes the chronology of

the vision as future; for the Beast is said to be the

eighth of that line of kings of which John was living

under the sixth. Besides which, I have already shown

that it is impossible that either the woman or the Beast

should symbolize Imperial Rome. (See page 85.)

* See Tregelles' Greek Text of the Apocalypse.

P 2
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Even then, if the present indicative (»/rtc ex" fla<"--

\eiav) were here used in its strictly present sense, the

chronology of the vision would still render the reference

future. But the present indicative is not used. It is

the present participle; a tense, appropriated, I may al

most say, in the Greek Testament, to the expression of

ideas that are abstract and independent of any parti

cular time. In Hebrew also it is continually used for

the same purpose.

In every language it is necessary that there should

be some means of expressing abstract notions. In

English they are commonly signified by one form of

our present indicative; the forms of that tense being

three, e.g., I walk—am walking—do walk. The first

of these is used to convey the abstract thought. If it

were said to me, " Do you walk or ride ? " and my re

ply were, "I walk," no one would understand me to

mean that I was at that moment engaged in the act

of walking. I might perhaps be sitting still when I

said it. I should have used the present tense in an

abstract sense, without reference to time—my meaning

being that it was my habit to walk and not to ride.

The tense that peculiarly implies this in Hebrew is

the present participle (Pohail)—in Greek, the present

participle or perfect middle participle. The present

indicative is also frequently used, as in English, in the

abstract sense, but in such cases the sense is marked

as being abstract, either by the use of the present par

ticiple in connexion therewith, or by the nature of the

subject. The Epistles of John, and his Gospel, afford

abundant instances of this. .

The following are examples of the use of the present

participle in this abstract sense, and will show how in

dependent it is of fixed time.

"They are dead—the seekers of the young child's life."

01 £7j7-tsvr££. "We cannot translate this present parti
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ciple as if it were the past—neither could we say of

dead persons that they are seeking the life of another.

The abstract form therefore is used, independent of

time, denoting that the persons referred to were so

inherently characterized by hatred of that holy child,

that even when dead they are marked as " seekers of

his life." See also 1 Peter iii. 5. ttote at iXm^ovaat.

"The Son of man, b uv not, 6c ean, in heaven."

As regarded His personal presence, the Son of man

was on earth, not in heaven, when these words were

spoken. But in consequence of that which He essen

tially was as Divine ; He was the I AM, the Being-

one in heaven.

"Behold the Lamb of God, b aipuiv, the sin of the

world."

'O aipiov neither means who is taking away, nor who

hath taken away. In that case all the world must be

saved. It denotes that He, of whom these words are

spoken, is One to whom the title or office of being the

taker-away of sin is appropriated. Even when there

is not the same strict sense of appropriated office, as in

the instance now given, the abstract form of expression

is used. Thus we say: "the King, the conquering

One ; or the King, the conqueror"—expressions which

convey a thought different from that which is implied

by saying, tho King who is conquering, or the King

who has conquered.

"This is my body, to ickwfievov, for you."

The Papists or Puseyites, argue on this word as if

it were 6 /cXarat, which is being at this moment broken.

If it were so, it would prove nothing on their behalf ;

but even the semblance of an argument is taken away

when the proper abstract force of the participle is ap

prehended. His body was one to which, by necessity
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of Divine appointment, "breaking" attached. It had

become a characteristic attribute of that holy body.

Instances are equally abundant in the Hebrew.

" Thou that art the dweller between the cherubim."

—not the relative and indicative. The words

occur in one of the repentant Psalms of Israel, after

the temple had been forsaken. Yet Jehovah is still

addressed, not as one who is dwelling there at that

moment—but as one who has, through His faithful

grace, that inalienable relation to His land and people.

(Ps. lxxx.)

"Behold, I creating, or the Creator of new

heavens and a new earth." (Isa. lxv. 18.)

He thus addresses Israel at the commencement of

the millennium, a thousand years before the new hea

vens and earth are made. Indeed, even in cases where

the action is present, the abstract form is used in

Hebrew in addressing Jehovah, or in addressing kings,

because it is more reverential—seeing that it assigns

lasting and not transitory attributes.

In the passage before us it is not difficult to appre

hend the meaning of i) e)(ovaa fiaoikuav—" who hath

sovereignty over the kings of the earth." The force

of the expression is titular and ascriptive, implying far

more than " who is reigning." The very distinctive

characteristic of the city spoken of will be, that through

its system it will be avowedly and by acknowledgment,

sovereign over crowns. She will hold and exercise

sovereignty as if by inherent right over the kings of

the Roman earth.

Geo. Hunt, Printer,32, Dnk« Street, ManchesterSquare.
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