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PREFACE.

A thought conceived but not expressed is at best

only an unborn child, not only without any influence

on the world, but of whose very existence the world

may be unconscious; but once brought forth it

becomes part of the living working universe, to

work there its appointed season, and possibly to

leave its mark for good or evil on all successive

time.

The thought which is now expressed in these

pages has long been growing in the writer's heart.

Hidden at first and unconfessed, during the last few

years it has from time to time been brought forth in

conversation with trusted Christian friends. But the

time seems come to give it a wider circulation.

Men's hearts, now perhaps more than in any former

age, are everywhere moved to inquire into the

nature and inspiration of Holy Scripture, and the

destiny of the human race, more especially the

future state of sinners, as taught in Holy Scripture.

Not a few are perplexed, hesitating to receive as

perfect and divine a revelation which, they are told,
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in the name of God consigns a large proportion of

those who in some sense at least are His offspring

to everlasting misery. And the conclusion, uttered

or unuttered, in many hearts is, either that this

doctrine cannot really be a part of Holy Scripture,

or else that what is called Holy Scripture cannot be

a perfect exposition or revelation of the mind of

God our Saviour.

A friend, whose mind had been unsettled by this

subject, lately expressed to the writer of these pages

some part of this difficulty. The following letter

was the result. The writer feels the solemn respon

sibility of dissenting on such a question from the

current creed of Christendom. He feels too that truth,

spoken before its time may be, not hurtful only, but

even most unlawful. The Christian truth, that " there

is no difference between the Jew and the Greek," i

and that " circumcision is nothing," 2 would surely

have been unlawful, because untimely, in the Jewish

age. So even now there may be many eternal

verities which are beyond what St. Peter calls " the

present truth." 3 But the fact that God Himself is

now on all hands opening out His truth seems a

sufficient reason for making it known as far as He

opens it. Is not His opening it to His servants an

intimation to them that His will is that they should

declare and publish it. Age after age the day

arrives to utter something which till the appointed

1 Rom. x. 12. - 1 Cor. vii. 19.

3 2 S. Pet. i. 12.
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day is come has been " a secret hid in God." i The

very gospel which we all believe once jarred on many

minds as a doctrine directly opposed to and sub

versive of the law given by God to Moses. The

doctrine here stated, therefore, though derived from

Scripture, may be condemned as contrary to God's

mind, just as Paul's gospel, when first proclaimed,

was charged with being opposed to that old law of

which it was but the fulfilment. In every age the

man of faith can only say, "We having the same

spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed,

and therefore have I spoken ; we also believe, and

therefore speak."2 Truth may, and indeed must,

vary in form as time goes on,—Christ Himself, the

Truth, at different stages appears differently,—for

God has stooped to this, to give us truth as we can

bear it; stooped therefore to be judged as inconsis

tent, because He is Love, and waits to reveal Himself

till we are prepared for the revelation. But the end

will justify all His ways ; and some of His children

can even now justify Him.

The night is far spent, the day is at hand. And

as in early dawn the stars grow dim, because the day

is coming, so now the lesser lights which have been

guides in darker days are paling before the coming

Sun of Eighteousness. And though those who go up

to the hill-tops and watch the east may see more of

the light than those who are buried in the valleys or

sleep with closed shutters, all who look out at the

1 Eph. iii. 9. - 2 Cor. iv. 13.
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glowing firmament may see signs of coming light.

May it find us ready when it shines out in all its

brightness.

The writer would only add that he will be thankful

for any suggestions or corrections on the subject of

the following pages. Any letter addressed to him,

to the care of the Publishers, will be duly forwarded

and acknowledged.
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" Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead ? shall the dead arise and praise thee ?

" Shall thy loving-kindness be declared in the grave ? or thy faithfulness in

destruction ?

" Shall thy wonders be known in the dark ? and thy righteousness in the land

of forgetfulness ? "

Psalm lxxxviii. 10-12.



THE SECOND DEATH,

My dear C

The account you give of your perplexity,

and of the answers with which it has been met by

some around you, reminds me, (if one may refer to

it in such a connection,) of what happened some

months ago in a Sunday-school. The boys in one of

the classes were reading the chapter which records

how David, as he walked on the roof of his house,

saw Bathsheba. One of the boys, looking up through

the school-room window at the steep roofs of the

houses opposite, after a pause said,—" But, Teacher,

how could David walk on the roof of his house ? "

The teacher, on this point as ignorant as his

scholar, at once checked all enquiry by saying,

" Don't grumble at the Bible, boy." Meanwhile the

teacher of an adjoining class had overheard the con

versation. Leaning over to his fellow-teacher he

whispered, "The answer to the difficulty is, 'With

men it is impossible, but not with God, for with

God all things are possible.' " Such was the solution

of " the difficulty," too true a sample, I fear, of the

B
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way in which on the one hand honest doubts are

often met, as though all enquiry into what is per

plexing in Scripture must be criminal ; and on the

other, of the absurdities which are confidently put

forth as true expositions of God's mind and word.

Your difficulty is, how are we, as believers in

Scripture, to reconcile its prophetic declarations as

to the final restitution of all things, with those other

statements of the same Scripture, which are so often

quoted to prove eternal punishment. Scripture, you

say, affirms that God our Father is a Saviour, full of

pity towards the lost, seeking their restoration ; so

loving that He has given for man His Only-Begotten

Son, in and by whom the curse shall be overcome,

and all the kindreds of the earth be blessed ; and

yet that some shall go away into everlasting punish

ment, where their worm dieth not and the fire is not

quenched. How is it possible, you ask, to reconcile

all this ? Are not the statements directly inconsistent ?

And if so, must not the statements of the Bible, as of

other books, be corrected by that light of reason and

conscience, which is naturally or divinely implanted

in every one of us ?

Now I grant at once that there is a difficulty here,

and further that the question how it is to be solved

is one deserving our most attentive consideration. I

entirely agree with you also that " though indifference

or devout timidity, calling itself submission, may

set aside such enquiries as unpractical or even

dangerous, though indolence under the guise of
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humility may refuse to look at them, and spiritual

selfishness, wrapt in the mantle of its own supposed

security, may forbid such investigations as pre

sumptuous, Christ-like souls can no more be un

concerned as to what may or may not be God's mind

as to the mass of humanity, than they can stand

by unaffected when the destitute perish from hunger,

or the dying agonize in pain." All this to me seems

self-evident. But agreeing with you in this, I

cannot grant that the difficulty you urge is un

answerable, or that, even if it were, you would be wise

for such a reason to reject the Scriptures. Is there

any revelation which God has given free from diffi

culties ? Are there not even difficulties as to the

present facts of life which are quite inexplicable?

Is it not a fact that man comes into this world a

fallen creature ; and yet that God who made man is

just, holy, and merciful ? But how do you reconcile

the facts ? You think that man is not a sinner, only

because he does evil. You rather believe that he

does evil because he is a sinner, and that, guard and

train him as you will, evil will come out of him

because it is already in him ; that in the best there

is an inability to do the good they would; that in

all there is a self-will and self-love, the pregnant

root of sin of every kind. And yet you say that

God is good. Say that the evil came through

Adam's disobedience ; yet how is it just to make us

suffer for a trespass committed thousands of years

before we were born ? That there is a difficulty here
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is evident from the many attempts which have been

made to solve it. Yet you and I believe both sides

of the mystery. We believe that man by nature is

corrupt, his heart wrong from his mother's womb, a

dying sinful creature, who cannot change or save

himself, utterly hopeless but for God's redeeming

mercy ; and yet that God is good, and that He does

not mock us when He declares that not He, but we,

are blameable. Why then, seeing that life is such

a mystery, and that there are contradictions in it

which seem irreconcileable, and for the true answer

to which we have often to wait, should you take the

one difficulty you urge as a sufficient reason for

hastily rejecting those Scriptures, which you have

often found to be as a light in a dark place ? Eather

look again and again more carefully into them.

Then you will see, as I think I see, how these Scrip

tures, rightly divided, open out far more exalted and

glorious hopes for man than his own unaided imagi

nation or understanding has ever yet dared to guess

or been able to argue out.

§ I. THE NATURE OF SCRIPTURE.

I. But before I come to the testimony of Scrip

ture, let me clear my way by a few words as to its

nature and inspiration. The mystery of the In

carnate Word, I am assured, is the key, and the only

sufficient one, to the mystery of the Written Word ;

the letter, that is the outward and human form, of
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which answers to the flesh of Christ, and is but a

part of the mystery of the Incarnation of the Eternal

Word. The Incarnation, instead of being, as some

have said, different in principle to the other reve

lations of Himself which God has given us, is ex

actly in, accordance with, and indeed the key to, all

of them, in one and all the unseen and invisible God

being manifested in or through His creatures, or in

some creature-form; and this because thus only

could God be revealed to creatures like us. Whether

in Nature, or Scripture, or Christ's flesh, the law is

one. The divine is revealed under a veil, and that

veil a creature-form.

(1) Let me express what I can on this subject,

though I feel that what I have to say may lie open

to the charge of mysticism. The blessed fact, which

we confess as Christians, is that the Word of God

has been made flesh,—has come forth in human form

from human nature. Jesus of Nazareth is Son of

God ; not partly man and partly God, but true man

born of a woman, yet with all the fulness of the God

head bodily. So exactly is Holy Scripture the Word

of God ; not half human and half divine, but

thoroughly human, yet no less thoroughly divine,

with all treasures of wisdom and knowledge revealed

yet hidden in it. And just as He, the Incarnate

Word, was born of a woman, out of the order of

nature, without the operation of man, by the power

of God's Spirit; so exactly has the Written Word

come out of the human heart, not by the operation
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of the human understanding, that is the man in us,

but by the power of the Spirit of God directly act

ing upon the heart, that is, the feminine part of

our present fallen and divided human nature. It is

of course easy to say this is mere mysticism. God

manifest in the flesh is a great mystery. And the

manifestation of God's truth out of man's heart in

human form is of course the same, and no less a

mystery. And those who do not see how our nature

like our race is both male and female, may here find

some difficulty. But the fact remains the same, that

our nature is double, male and female, head and

heart, intellect and affection. And it is out of the

latter of these, that is the heart, that the letter of

Scripture has been brought forth, the human form

of the Divine Word, exactly as Christ was conceived

and born of the Virgin Mary, by the power of the

Holy Ghost, without an earthly father. In no other

way could God's Word come in human form. In no

other way could it come out of human nature. But

it has humbled itself so to come for us, out of the

heart of prophets and apostles, in its human form,

like Christ's flesh, subject to all those infirmities and

limitations which Christ's flesh was subject to—

thoroughly human as He was, yet in spirit, like Him,

thoroughly divine, and full of the unfathomed

depths of God's almighty love and wisdom.

Now just as the fact that Jesus was man, and as

such grew by degrees in wisdom and stature here,

and lived our life, which is a process of corruption,
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and had our members of shame, and was made sin

for us, by no means disproves that He was also Son

of God, but is only a witness of the love which

brought Him here in human form ; so the fact that

Holy Scripture is human proves nothing against its

being divine also, exactly as Christ was. I would

that those who are now dissecting Scripture, and

finding it under their hands to be, what indeed it is,

thoroughly and truly human, would but pause and

ask themselves, what they could have found in

Christ's flesh, had they tortured it as they are now

torturing the letter. Had it been possible for them

to have dissected that Body,—I musfr say it when I

see what men are doing now,—would they have

found, with the eye of sense at least, anything there

which was not purely human ? The scourge, the

nails, the spear, the bitter cry, and death at last,

proved that that wounded form was indeed most

truly human. The Bishop of Natal has dissected

the letter of Scripture till it is to him as the flesh of

Christ would have been to a mere anatomist. It is not

to him a living thing to teach him, but a dead thing to

be dissected and criticised. He has proof that it is

human, he has proof that it has grown, he has proof

that death works in it, or at least touches it, he has

seen its shameful members, he does not wish to lead

any to despise the true teachings given by this

human form ; for he says it has been the channel

through which he has received much blessing; he

only wishes men to see that it is really human,
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which of course it must be, seeing it came out of the

heart of man ; but, consciously or unconsciously, he

is leading men, not from the letter to the spirit,

which would be well, but merely to reject and judge

the letter, not seeing how that letter, like Christ's

flesh, is incorruptible and shall be glorified. After

all, this too perhaps must be done: it was needful

that Christ should suffer and be put to death ; but

woe to him who rejects and slays the human form in

which, for us, God's truth has been manifested. Yet

for this, too, mercy is in store, for they do it ignorantly

in unbelief.

The Bible then resembles, yet differs from, other

books, exactly as the flesh of Christ resembles and

yet differs from the flesh of other men. All the

utterances of good and true men are in their measure

aspects of the mystery of the Incarnation, being

partial revelations in human form of God's eternal

Truth and Wisdom ; even as every good and true man

also in his measure is another aspect of the same

mystery, for God has said, " I will dwell and walk

in them," and so human forms and flesh and blood

are by grace God's tabernacles. But the Incarna

tion and Manifestation of the Divine Word in the

person of our Lord Jesus Christ was pre-eminent,

and infinitely beyond what the indwelling of the

Word is in other good men, though Christ took

our flesh and infirmities, and we may be filled with

all the fulness of God. • In like manner the Incarna

tion and Manifestation of the Word of God in the
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letter of Scripture is pre-eminent, and differs from

other books exactly as the flesh of Christ differs

from the flesh of other men. Instead of believing

therefore that, because Scripture is human, and has

grown with men, and has marks of our weakness and

shame and death upon it, therefore it must perish

and see corruption, I believe it can never perish or

see corruption. I see it is human ; I see that it has

grown ; I see it can be judged and wounded. I

believe too that it has in its composition exactly so

much of perishableness as Christ's flesh had when

He walked here with His apostles. But it is like

Christ's body, the peculiar tabernacle of God's truth.

And those who walk by it day and night know this,

for they have seen, as all shall one day see it, trans

figured.

(2)1 proceed to shew that like Christ's flesh, and

indeed like every other revelation which God has

made of Himself, the letter of Scripture is a veil quite

as much as a revelation, hiding while it reveals, and

yet revealing while it hides ; presenting to the eye

something very different from that which is within,

even as the veil of the Tabernacle, with its inwoven

cherubim, hid the glory within the veil, of which

nevertheless it was the witness ; and that therefore,

as seen by sense, it is and must be apparently incon

sistent and self-contradictory. Both these points are

important; for if God's revelations of Himself are

veils, even while they are also manifestations ; and

if therefore they are and must be open to the charge
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of inconsistency and contradiction; this fact will

help us to understand, not only why Scripture is

what it is, but also how to interpret its varied truths

and doctrines.

And here, that we may see how all God's revela

tions are alike, let us look for a moment at those

other revelations of Himself, the books of Nature

and Providence, which God has given us. Are they

not both veils as well as revelations, the first sense-

readings of which are never to be relied on ?

First, as to Nature, which has been called God's

formed word, and which beyond all question is a

revelation of God. Yet how does it reveal Him ?

Is it not also a veil, hiding quite as much as it

reveals of Him ? Is it not a fact that our sense-

readings, even of the clearest physical phenomena,

such as the rising and setting of the sun, are

opposed to the truth, and need to be corrected by

a higher faculty ? Is it not further a fact that

Nature hides almost more than it reveals of God

our Saviour? Does it not seem even to misrepre

sent Him ? Does it not seem also to contradict itself,

with force against force, heat against cold, darkness

against light, death against life, its very elements in

ceaseless strife, everywhere ? On one side shewing a

preserver, on the other a destroyer : here boundless

provision for the support of life ; there death reign

ing. We know that this contradiction has been so

strongly felt by some, that on the ground of it they

have denied that the world is the work of one super
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intending mind, and have argued that it must be

either the result of chance or the work of eternally

opposing powers. Are there not here exactly the

same contradictions and the same difficulties which

we find in Scripture ? Either therefore we must

say, Nature is an inconsistent and lying book, and

therefore we will not believe the testimony either of

its barren rocks or smiling cornfields ; or else we must

confess some veil or riddle here. It is precisely the

same riddle which we find in every other revelation.

For the book of Providence, which I may call

God's wrought word, has the very same peculiarity.

Providence surely is a revelation of God; and yet

is it not, like Nature, a veil quite as much as a

revelation ? Look not only at those things which

David speaks of, that God's servants suffer, while

the wicked are in great prosperity and not plagued

like other men ; but look at born cripples and idiots,

the deaf and dumb and blind, who, as far as we know,

cannot be suffering for their own sake ;—look at the

fact that in one instance crime is punished, in another

unpunished, here. Is not this inconsistent ? Where

is the justice of it; and where, as judged by sense,

is the love of sending souls into the world whose life

throughout is one of suffering ? Certainly here is a

text in God's providential book of rule, (which I

may say answers to the books of Kings, or Eule, in

Scripture,) quite as hard as any of those texts in the

book of Kings, which some would cut out of Scrip

ture, as presenting us with false and unworthy views
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of Him. But can these critics blot the selfsame

text out of God's book of rule in Providence ?

There it stands, just as it stands in the book of

Nature also. Shall we therefore say that the revela

tion of God in Providence is an inconsistent one ?

No—the fact is, it is a veil as well as a revelation,

and all its apparent inconsistencies and contradic

tions can be cleared up, if not to sense, yet to faith,

in the light of God's sanctuary.1

Even so it is with those two other revelations,

which, much as they have been gainsaid, the Church

has received and yet believes in, I mean the flesh

of Christ and Holy Scripture. The flesh of Christ,

the Incarnate Word, is beyond all question a veil.3

How much did it hide, even while to some it re

vealed God. How few knew what He was : how

many misunderstood Him. And how inconsistent

did that feeble form appear with the truth that it

was God's chosen dwelling-place. The apparent in

consistency may be gathered from the fact that those

to whom He came stumbled at it. And from that

day to this that human form, that birth of a woman,

that growth in years and stature, those tears, that

sweat, that weariness, those bitter cries, those mem

bers of shame, that dying life, all this, or part of

this, has to the eye of sense seemed so inconsistent

with divinity, that thousands have denied that that

Form was or could be a revelation of God, even

1 Psalm lxxiii. 3-17. 2 Heb. x. 20.
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while they allow that it has done what mere humanity

never did. The fact is, it was, and was intended

to he, a veil as well as a revelation; and as such

there could not but be apparent contradiction;

The same is true of Scripture, that is, the written

word, which like Nature has gone through six days

of change, and like Christ's flesh has grown in

wisdom and stature here. Throughout it is a veil

while it is a revelation ; and therefore, like Nature,

Providence, and the flesh of Christ, it is and must

be open to the same reproach, not only of incon

sistency, but of setting forth unworthy and even

untrue statements of (rod. For indeed Scripture is

a veil, which when taken in the letter, that is, as

it appears to sense, makes out God to be just as far

from what He really is as Nature and Providence

seem to make Him ; and yet all the while it reveals

Him also, as nothing else has ever revealed Him.

For though in Christ's flesh the revelation is com

plete spite of the veil, its very completeness and

compactness keeps us from seeing the various parts,

which are set before us in Holy Scripture piecemeal,1

and in a way that neither Nature nor Providence at

present shew Him to us. For the law and the

prophets tell us more of God and of His purposes, as

to the restitution of all things and the promised times

of rest and sabbath, than Nature yet declares to our

present understanding; though indeed Nature may

1 iroXv/itpus kcH TToAurpdireos.—Heb. i. 1.
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be, and probably is, saying far more to us than any

mere human eye or ear has yet apprehended.

Now if Nature and Providence, Christ's flesh and

Scripture, have all this same characteristic peculiarity

of being veils as well as revelations, and are there

fore open to the charge of inconsistency, as read

by sense, seeming to declare what is opposed to fact,

may we not conclude that they have all come from

the same Hand, especially when it is seen that the

apparent contradictions, which are found in any of

these revelations, like the tabernacle veil, invariably

cover some deeper truth, which cannot safely be

expressed, to fallen men at least, in any other way.

(3) The deeper question, why God has thus

revealed Himself should not be passed by ; for it

opens the heart of God. God alone of all teachers

has had two methods, law and gospel, flesh and

spirit,—one working where we are, the other to

bring us in rest where He is,—one to be done away,

the other to abide,1—which at least looks like in

consistency. The reason is that God is love, and

that in no other way could He ever have reached us

where we were, or brought us where He is. God

therefore was willing to seem inconsistent, and for

awhile to come into man's likeness, to bring man

back to His likeness. Here is the reason for law be

fore gospel, for Christ's flesh before His Spirit, for all

the different dispensations, and for all the types and

1 2 Cor. iii. 11.
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shadows, which for awhile veiled while they revealed

God's living Word. Here is the reason for the human

form of the Divine Word in Scripture. Had that

Word come to us as it is in itself, we should no more

have apprehended or seen it than we see God. Had

it come to us even in angelic form, only a very few,

the pure and thoughtful, ever could have received it.

But it stooped to reveal itself to creatures through

a creature, and to come to us out of the heart of

man in truly human form, so that all men, Gentile

or Jew, polished or savage, might through its perfect

humanity be able to receive it. God more than any

of His most loving servants has become a Jew to

gain the Jews, and weak to gain the weak, and

under law to gain those under law; because He is

love, and love must sacrifice itself, if by any means

it can save and bless others. If therefore men are

in the flesh, God comes to them in flesh : if they

are in darkness and shadows, God comes for them

into the shadows ; because they cannot comprehend

the light, and because the darkness and light are

both alike to Him.1

If this is not the way of His revelation, how, I

ask, has He ever revealed Himself? Will any dare

to say that He has not revealed Himself? Has God

who is love been content to leave poor man in

perfect ignorance ? Or if He has told man what He

is, as most surely He has, how has He done so ?

1 Psalm exxxix. 12.
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Did He, does He, can He, plainly tell out to all

what He is ? And if He did not, why did He not ?

Why have men always heard God first speaking in

law before a gospel dawned on them ? Why must it

be so, or at least why does He allow it ? Is it a

mistake of His, which we must avoid, when we

attempt to make Him known ; or shall we be wise,

if, in doing what He is doing, that is in revealing

Him, we imitate His way of revelation ? Surely

from the days of Adam, seeing what man is, and our

delusions about Him, God must have desired, and

we know has desired, to make Himself known ; and

being Almighty, All-wise, and All-loving, surely He

has taken the best method of doing it. Again I ask,

how has He done it, how must He do it, man being

what he is? Could God consistently with our

salvation have done it otherwise than it has been

done ? To shew Himself as He is would to man be

no shewing of Him. It was needful that He should

shew Himself under the forms and limitations of

that creature in and to whom He sought to reveal

Himself, that is by shadows before light, by law

before gospel, by a letter before a quickening spirit,

in a word, by the humiliation of His eternal Word

stooping to come out of man's heart and in human

form.

And yet this could not be done without the Truth

by its very humanity laying itself open to the charge

of being merely human and not divine, and to the

humiliation of being rejected for having our infirm
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ities upon it. Love can bear all this, and God is love,

and the truth can bear it, for truth must conquer

all things. And therefore while it submits to take a

human form, in which it can be judged and die, (for

it must die and to some of us has died, in the form

we first apprehended it, a trial of faith sooner or

later to be known by all disciples, who like apostles

of old in the same strait, are sorely perplexed at this

dying, for they have trusted that this is He which

should have redeemed Israel,) it must also live and

rise again, and glorify that human form for ever.

But because it has thus stooped to come in human

form, out of the heart of man, even as Christ came

forth from Mary, for us, therefore like Him it shall be

stripped and mocked. But those who are stripping

it know not what they do.

§ II. THE TESTIMONY OF SCRIPTUKE.

II. I pass on now from the nature of Scripture

to its teachings as to the destiny of the human race,

and more especially of those who here either reject

or never hear the gospel. I feel how solemn the

enquiry is, not only because no subject can be of

greater moment, but because what appears to me to

be the truth differs from those conclusions which the

Church has stamped with her authority. Believing,

however, that the Holy Scripture, under God and

His Spirit's teaching, is the final appeal in all con

troversies,—regarding it as the unexhausted mine

c
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from whence the unsearchable riches of Christ have

yet still more to be dug out,—acknowledging no

authority against its conclusions, and with the deepest

conviction that one jot and one tittle shall in no wise

pass from the law till all be fulfilled,—I turn to it

on this as on every other point, to listen and bow to

its decisions. And knowing, for by grace this Word

is no stranger to me, that like Christ's flesh it is a veil

as well as a revelation,—knowing that it has many

things to say which we cannot bear at first, and that,

if taken partially or in the letter, it may appear to

teach what is directly opposed to Christ's mind and

to its true meaning ;—in this like not a few of Christ's

own words, as when He said, "He that hath no

sword, let him sell his garment and buy one ; " ' and

again, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I

will raise it up ; " 2 and again, " He that eateth me

shall live by me ; " 3 and again, " Our friend Lazarus

sleepeth ; " 4 all of which were misunderstood by not

a few of those who first heard these words from

Christ's own mouth ;—knowing too that the words of

Holy Scripture, in many places where they seem con

tradictory, cover some deep and blessed mystery, I

see that the question is, not what this or that text,

taken by itself or in the letter, seems to say at first

sight, but what is the teaching of Scripture as a

whole, and what is the meaning of its apparent in

consistencies. If I err in attempting to answer this,

1 S. Luke xxii. 36. 2 S. John ii. 19.

3 S. John vi. 57. * S. John xi. 11.
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my error will, I trust, provoke some better exposi

tion of God's truth. If what I see is truth, like His

coming who was the Truth, it must bring glory to

God on high and on earth peace and good will to

men.

What then does Scripture say on this subject?

Its testimony appears at first sight contradictory.

Not only is there on the one hand law, condemning

all, while on the other hand there is the gospel, with

good news for every one ; but further there are direct

statements as to the results of these, which at first

sight are apparently irreconcilable. First our Lord

calls His flock a " little flock," ' and states distinctly

that " many are called, but few chosen ; " 2 that

" strait is the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth

unto life,3 and few there be that find it;"4 that

" many shall seek to enter in, and shall not be able;"5

that while " he that believeth on the Son hath ever

lasting life,6 he that believeth not the Son shall not

see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him ; " 7

that "the wicked shall go away into everlasting

punishment," 8 " prepared for the devil and his

angels ; " 9 " the damnation of hell," 10 " where their

worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched ;" " that

1 S. Luke xii. 32. ' S. Matt, xx. 16, and xxii. 14.

3 tis -rh" C<«V. 4 S. Matt. vii. 14.

5 S. Luke xiii. 24. * C*V a'aimov.

' S. John iii. 36. 8 S. Matt. xxv. 46 ; KoKaav

altiviov.

• S. Matt. xxv. 41. ,0 S. Matt, xxiii. 33.

11 S. Mark ix. 44.

/

c 2
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though " every word against the Son of Man may be

forgiven, the sin against the Holy Ghost shall not be

forgiven, neither in this world,' nor in that which is

to come ; " 2 and that of one at least it is true, that

" good had it been for that man if he had not been

born." 3

These are the words of Christ Himself, and they

are in substance repeated just as strongly by His

Apostles. St. Paul declares that while some are

" saved " by the gospel, others " perish ; " 4 that

" many walk whose end is destruction ; " 5 that " the

Lord Jesus shall be revealed, in flaming fire taking

vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not

the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be

punished with everlasting destruction 6 from the

presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His

power, when He shall come to be glorified in His

saints, and to be admired in all them that believe in

that day." 7 To the Hebrews he says, " If we sin

wilfully after that we have received the knowledge

of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for

sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment

and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adver

saries ; " 8 that " it is a fearful thing to fall into the

hands of the living God,"9 for " our God is a consum

ing fire." 10 St. Peter repeats the same doctrine, that

1 iv roirif t$ aluvi. 2 S Matt. xii. 32.

s S. Matt. xxvi. 24. ' 2 Cor. ii. 15.

5 Phil. iii. 19. e HxtSpov aldviov.

' 2 Thess. i. 8-10. s Heb. x. 26, 27.

»Heb. x.31. '• Heb. xii. 29.
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"judgment must begin at the house of God, and if it

first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that

obey not the gospel of God ; for if the righteous

scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the

sinner appear?"1 He further says of " false teachers,"

who "deny the Lord that bought them," that they

" shall bring upon themselves swift destruction," and,

like the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha, " shall utterly

perish in their own corruption."' St. John's words

are at least as strong, that " the fearful, and un

believing, and murderers, and whoremongers, and

sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their

place in the lake which burneth with fire and

brimstone, which is the second death ;"3 and that

" those who worship the beast, and his image, shall

drink of the wine of the wrath of God, and shall be

tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence

of the holy angels and the presence of the Lamb,

and they have no rest day nor night, and the smoke

of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever."4

Words could not be stronger. The difficulty is

that all this is but one side of Scripture, which in

other places seems to teach a very different doctrine.

For instance, there are first the words of God

Himself, repeated again and again by those same

Apostles whom I have just quoted, that " in Abra

ham's seed all the kindreds of the earth shall be

' 1 S.Pet. iv. 17, 18. * 2 S. Pet. ii. 1, 3, 6, 12.

* Rev. xxi. 8.

* Rev. xiv. 9, 10, 11 ; eis alums aiiivuv.
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blessed ;" ' words which St. Peter expounds to mean

that there shall be " a restitution of all things,"

adding that " God hath spoken of this by the mouth

of all His holy prophets since the world began."2

St. Paul further declares this wondrous "mystery

of God's will, that He hath purposed in Himself,

according to His good pleasure, to rehead 3 and

reconcile 4 unto Himself, in and by Christ, all things,

whether they be things in heaven," that is the spirits-

world, where the conflict with Satan yet is,5 "or things

on eartb," that is this outward world, where death now

reigns, and where even God's elect are by nature

children of wrath, even as other men. 6 Further

St. Paul asserts that " all creation, which now

groans, shall be delivered from the bondage of

corruption, into the glorious liberty of the children

of God." r In another place he declares, that " God

was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself," 8

and that Christ "took our flesh and blood, through

death to destroy him that had the power of death, that

is, the devil ; " 9 that " as by the offence of one, or by one

offence, judgment came on all to condemnation, even

so by the righteousness of one, or by one righteousness,

the free gift should come on all unto justification of

life," while " they which receive abundance of grace,

1 Gen. xii. 3 ; xxii. 18 ; Acts iii. 25 ; Gal. iii. 8.

2 Acts iii. 21. s avcuceipa\aicatratr6ai.

4 &TroraT(£\\a{eu, to reconcile back again.

s Kev. xii. 7. 6 Eph. i. 9, 10 ; Col. i. 20 ; Eph. ii. 3.

* Hom. viii. 19-23. 8 2 Cor. v. 19.

• Heb. ii. 14.
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and of the gift of righteousness, shall reign in life by

one, Jesus Christ ;" ' that " as sin hath reigned unto

death, so grace might reign unto eternal life," yea,

that " where sin abounded, grace did yet much more

abound." 2 To another church he states the same

doctrine, that " as in Adam all die, even so in Christ

shall all be made alive," 3 and that " the end " shall

not come " till all are subject to Him," that " God

may be," not all in some, but " all in all ; for He must

reign till He hath put all enemies under His feet ;

the last enemy that shall be destroyed is death." 4

To the same purpose he writes in another epistle,

" that at the name of Jesus, (that is Saviour,) every

knee shall bow, of things in heaven and things on

earth, and things under the earth ; and that every

tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the

glory of God the Father ;" 5 " for to this end Christ

both died, and rose, and revived that He might be

Lord both of the dead and living." 6 He further

declares that "for this sake he suffers reproach,

because he hopes in the living God, who is the

Saviour of all men, specially of those who believe ; " T

that this God " will have all men to be saved, and

to come to the knowledge of the truth ;" that there

fore " thanksgivings as well as prayers should be made

for all," because there is " a ransom for all, to

1 Rom. v. 17, 18. * Rom v. 20, 21.

* 1 Cor. xv. 22. * 1 Cor. xv. 24-28.

5 Phil. ii. 10, 11. • Rom. xiv. 9.

' 1 Tim. iv. 10.
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be testified in due time ;" i and lastly that " God

hath concluded all in unbelief, that He might

have mercy upon all." 2 The beloved Apostle St. John

repeats the same doctrine, that " the Father sent the

Son to be the Saviour of the world ;" 3 " for God sent

not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but

that the world by Him might be saved ;" 4 further

he teaches that the Only-Begotten Son " is the pro

pitiation, not for our sins only, but also for the sins

of the whole world ;" 5 that He is " the Lamb of

God, which taketh away the sin of the world," 6 and

" was revealed for this very purpose that He might

destroy the works of the devil," 7 and that, as a

result, " there shall be no more death, nor sorrow,

nor pain, because all things are made new, and the

former things are passed away." 8 For " the Father

loveth the Son, and hath given all things into His

hand ;" 9 and the Son Himself declares, " All that

the Father giveth me shall come to me ; and him

that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. For

I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will,

but the will of Him that sent me. And this is the

Father's will, which hath sent me, that of all which

He hath given me I should lose nothing, but should

raise it up again at the last day." 10

Now is not this apparent contradiction,—few find

1 1 Tim. ii. 1-6. " Rom. xi. 32.

• 1 S. John iv. 14. « S. John iii. 17.

5 1 S. John ii. 2. ■ S. John i. 29.

• 1 S. John iii. 8. » Rev. xxi. i, 5.

• S. John iii. 35. » S. John vi. 37-39.
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ing the way of life, and yet in Christ all made alive,—

God's elect a little flock, and yet all the kindreds of

the earth blessed in Abraham's seed,—mercy upon all,

and yet eternal punishment,—the restitution of all

things, and yet eternal destruction,—the wrath of God

for ever, and yet all things reconciled to Him,—

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels, and

yet the destruction through death, not of the works

of the devil only, but of him who has the power of

death, that is the devil,—the second death and the

lake which burneth with fire, and yet no more death

or curse, but all things subdued by Christ, and God

all in all. What can this contradiction mean ? Is

there any key, and if so, what is it, to this mystery ?

The common answer is, that these opposing words

only mean, that some are saved and some are lost

for ever; that the saved are the elect of this and

other dispensations, who as compared with the world

have hitherto been but a little flock ; but that,

though as yet few have found the strait and narrow

way, all nations shall find it in the Millennium ;

further that though we read, "There shall be no

more death," yet, since the wrath of God is for ever,

there must be eternal death, (words by the way not

to be found in all Scripture,) and that this death

consists in never ending torments, so endless that

after the lapse of ages on ages the punishment of

the wicked shall be no nearer its end than when it

first commenced, that therefore the words " In Christ

shall all be made alive," only mean that all who are
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in Christ shall be made alive ; that the Lamb of God,

though willing to be, is not really the Saviour of the

world, but only of those who are not of the world,

but chosen out of it ; that instead of taking away the

sin of the world, He only takes away the sin of those

who here believe in Him ; that all things therefore

shall not be reconciled to God, and that " the resti

tution of all things," whatever it may mean, does not

mean the reconciliation to God of all men.

This is the approved teaching of Christendom ;

this is the orthodox solution of the mystery; the

simple objection to which is, that in asserting one

side of Scripture, it is obliged, not only to ignore

and deny the other side, but to represent God in a

character absolutely opposed to that in which the

gospel exhibits Him. Nor does it meet the diffi

culty to say, as some have said, that though a large

proportion of mankind are lost for ever, the greater

part will probably be saved, inasmuch as at least

one half of the race die in infancy, whose sin is

perfectly atoned for by Christ's sacrifice. What is

this but saying, that, if evil has fair play, it will

overmatch all that God can do to meet and remedy

it? Is this indeed the glad tidings of great joy? Is

this the glorious gospel of the blessed God? Is

it not simply a misapprehension of God's purpose,

arising out of some mystery connected with the

method of our redemption ? But " the scripture

cannot be broken" thus.1 Not a few therefore have

1 S. John x. 35.
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confessed that there is some difficulty here, which

they cannot solve or reconcile. Is the mystery be

yond our present light? or is there any, and if so,

what is, the key to it ?

The truth which solves the riddle is to be found

in the mystery of the will and ways of our ever

blessed God :—-

(1) First, His will by some to bless and save

others ; by a first-born seed, " the first-born from

the dead," ' to save and bless the later-born :—

(2) His will therefore to work His work of love

in the redemption of the lost by successive ages or

dispensations :—and

(3) Lastly, His will (thus meeting the nature of

our fall,) to make death, judgment, and destruction,

the means and way to life, acquittal, and salvation ;

in other words, " through death to destroy him that

has the power of death, that is the devil, and to

deliver them who through fear of death were all

their lifetime subject to bondage."

These truths throw a flood of light on Scripture,

and enable us at once to see order and agreement,

where without this light there seems perplexing

inconsistency. By this light we see God's purpose

in Christ, and how He is " Saviour of all men,

specially of those that believe ;" a how " to those

who overcome He will grant to sit with Him on His

throne," 3 and make them partakers of all His glories;

while others, not partakers of the first resurrection,

1 Col. i. 18. 2 1 Tim. iv. 10. • Rev. iii. 21.
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are only brought to God by the judgments of the

coming age. But till God opens all is shut, A man

can receive nothing except it be given him from

above. " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither

have entered into the heart of man, the things which

God hath prepared for them that love Him. But

God hath revealed them to us by His Spirit, and the

Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of

God. For who knoweth the things of man but the

spirit of man which is in him ? Even so the things

of God knoweth no man but the Spirit of God." '

Let us look now in order at each of these three

points : —

(1) First, the purpose of God by the first-fruits or

first-born to save and bless the later-born.

This, which is in fact the substance of the gospel,

like all God's secrets, comes out by degrees. Scarcely

to be discerned, though contained, in the first pro

mise of the Woman's Seed,2 it shines out brightly

in the covenant made with Abraham :—" In thy seed

shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed ;" 3 for

the seed, in whom all the kindreds of the earth are

blessed, must be distinct from, and blessed prior to,

those nations to whom according to God's purpose

in due time it becomes a blessing. This purpose is

then revealed with fuller detail in the law of the

first-fruits and the first-born, 4 though here the veil

of type and shadow hides from most the face of

1 1 Cor. ii. 9-11. 2 Gen. iii. 15.

5 Gen. xxii. 18. 4 Rom. xi. 16.
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Moses. But in Christ the purpose is unveiled for

ever, and the mystery, by the first-born to save

others, is by the Holy Ghost made fully manifest.

Christ, says the Apostle, is the promised Seed,1 the

First-born,2 and in and through Him endless blessing

shall flow down on the later-born.

Now Christ, as Paul shews, is first-born in a

double sense. He is first-born from above, first out

of life, for He is the Only-Begotten Son of God,

begotten of the Father before all worlds; "for by

Him were all things created, which are in heaven

and which are in earth, visible and invisible, whether

they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or

powers, all things were created by Him and for Him,

and He is before all things, and by Him all things

consist." 3 But He is more than this, for He is also

" first-born from the dead," first out of death, " that

in all things He might have the pre-eminence ;" 4 and

it is in this relation, as first-born from the dead, that

He is Head of the Church, and first-fruits of the

creature. All things are indeed of God, but it is no

less true that all things are also by man ; as it is

written, " Since by man came death, by man came

also the resurrection of the dead." 5 Therefore as by

one first-born death came into the world, so by

another first-born shall it be for ever overthrown.

Herein is love indeed, that the whole remedy for sin

shall come through man, even as the sin did. Thus

1 Gal. iii. 16. 2 Col. i. 18. » Col. i. 15-17.

' Col. i. 18. « 1 Cor. xt. 21.
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not only is there salvation for man, but by man, for

the Eternal Son is Son of Man also ; who by a birth

in the flesh has come into our lot, that by another

birth out of the grave He might also be the first

born from the dead; and it is in virtue of this

relation that He fulfils for us all those offices which are

included in the word Eedeemer. The law of Moses

is most instructive here : for while it is true that

the letter of that law cannot be explained but by the

gospel, it is no less true that the gospel in its

breadth and depth cannot be set forth save by the

figures of the law, each jot of which covers some

blessed mystery.

What then does the law teach us of this First-born

from the dead ; for be it observed it is ever the

first-born from the grave that the law speaks of,—

therefore the woman's, not the man's, first-born,

" the male which first openeth the womb," ' who

might, though not necessarily, be also the father's

first-born. For the law, as made for sinners only, 2

needed not to speak of the First-born as proceeding

out of God, but only of the First-born as raised up

by Him out of the grave and barren womb of this

present fallen and unclean nature. According to the

law, the First-born had the right, though it might be

lost, of being priest and king, that is of interceding

for and ruling over their younger brethren ;8 on him

1 Exod. xiii. 12 ; xxxiv. 19 ; Numb. iii. 12, 13.

1 1 Tim. i. 9.

• Exod. xiii. 2 ; xxiv.5; Numb. iii. 12, 13 ; viii. 16; 1 Chron. T. 1,2.
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devolved the duty of Goel or Redeemer, to avenge a

brother's blood, to raise up seed to the dead, and to

redeem the inheritance, if at any time it were lost

or alienated.1 To sustain these duties God gave him

a double portion. 2 Need I point out how Christ

fulfils these particulars; how as first out of the

grave, that " barren womb, which cries, Give, give," 3

He is the First-born through whom the blessing

reaches us. In this sense no Christian doubts that

God's purpose is by the First-born from the dead to

save and bless the later-born.

But the truth goes further still, for there are

others beside the Lord who are both "first-born"

and " Abraham's seed," who must therefore in

different ways or measures share this same honour

with and under Christ. The type is very striking

here; for the law, which required the first-fruits,

speaks of a double first-fruits. 4 The first, the sheaf

or handful of unleavened ears, the first to spring up

out of the dark and cold earth, which lay the shortest

time under its darkness, soonest ripe to be a sacrifice

on God's altar, was offered at the first great feast of

the year, the feast of unleavened bread, which is the

Passover. 5 The other, which are also called " first-

fruits," were offered in the form of leavened cakes,

fifty days later at Pentecost. 6 Both in the law are

1 Numb. xxxv. 12; Deut. xix. 4-12 ; Gen. xxxviii. 8; Deut.

xxv. 5-10 ; Ruth iv. 6-10 ; Lev. xxv. 25, 47, 48 ; Ruth ii. 20.

1 Deut. xxi. 17. * Prov. xxx. 15, 16. 4 Lev. xxiii. 10, 17.

s Lev. xxiii. 10, 11 ; S. Luke xxii. 1. * Lev. xxiii. 17.
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distinctly called "first-fruits," though they are dis

tinguished by a separate name, the ears at Passover

being called Rashith, the leavened cakes at Pente

cost, Becourim ; ' to which the gospel exactly agrees,

saying, "Christ the First-fruits,"2 and "we a kind of

first-fruits :" 3 Christ " the First-born," 4 and we

" the church of the first-born ;" 5 words which carry

with them blessings unspeakable, " for if the first-

fruit be holy, the lump is also holy," 6 the offering

of the first-fruits to God being accepted as the

sanctification and consecration of the whole coming

harvest.

Need I say Christ is the Paschal first-fruits and

first-born. The day of His resurrection was the very

day of the offering of the first first-fruits.7 But who

1 Rashith, or " the beginning," the title given in the law to the

Paschal first-fruits, is the very word used by St. Paul of Christ in the

passage already quoted,—" He is the head of the body, the Church,

who is the beginning, the first-born from the dead," &c.—Col. i. 18.

2 1 Cor. xv. 23. * S. James i. 10. * Col. i. 18.

! Heb. xii. 23. 6 Rom. xi. 16.

' These first first-fruits were offered " on the morrow after the

sabbath" after the Passover, (Lev. xxiii. 11,) that is the very day,

"the first day of the week," on which Christ rose from the dead. I

may, perhaps, add here, for it is most noteworthy, that in 2 Sam. xxi. 9,

we are told that " all the seven sons of Saul fell together in the

days of harvest, in the first day, in the beginning of barley harvest ;"

that is they fell on the day of the first first-fruits. The books of

Kings, where this is recorded, are the books of Eule, shewing out

in mystery all the forms of Rule under which God's elect have been

either in bondage or liberty. The first form of rule is Saul, whose

name means Death or Hell. He is the figure of the rule under

which we all are at first, while " death reigns " by God's appoint

ment. (Rom. v. 14, 17.) All his seven sons, that is, the fruits of
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are those, who as leavened bread, share the honour

with and under Him of being the Pentecostal first

born ?

First, the Jew is Abraham's seed,—"the people

that dwell alone, and are not reckoned among the

nations ;" ' and though " all are not Israel who are

of Israel,"2 Scripture will indeed be broken, if

Israel is not again grafted in ; when, if the casting

away of them has been the riches of the world, the

receiving of them, as St. Paul says, shall be life from

the dead.3 " Israel is my son, my first-born, saith

the Lord."4 All nations, therefore, shall yet be

blessed in them. They are indeed only the earthly

first-born, but as first-born, though of the least-

loved wife, they must in their own sphere possess

the double blessing;6 being not blessed only, but

made blessings to the nations, whose conversion the

Church is rightly looking for, but whom the Church

shall not convert ; for the conversion of the nations

is already promised to Israel, who, dwellers among

all nations, yet not of them, are even now being

trained and prepared for this, and who at their con

version, converted like Paul, who is their type,6 not

death, fall in one day, under the reign of David, that is the Be

loved ; that one day being the sacred day of the Paschal first-fruits,

the day of Christ's resurrection.

1 Numb, xxiii. 9. 2 Rom. ix. 6. 3 Rom. xi. 15.

* Exod. iv. 22. 5 Deut. xxi. 15, 16.

* 1 Tim. i. 16 ; irpbs vrordiruaiv t&v peWdmwv irtoreieiv—

literally, " for a type of those who shall hereafter believe." Paul i s

not a type of " the first trusters in Christ," (see Eph. i. 12,) that is

of believers now, but of " those who shall hereafter believe," when

1)
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by the knowledge of Christ in humiliation, but by

the revelation of His heavenly glory, shall like Paul

become apostles to the gentiles, " priests to the Lord

and ministers to our God," i to all upon the earth.2

But the Church is also Abraham's seed ; for, as

St. Paul says, "If ye be Christ's, ye are Abraham's

seed."3 To the Church therefore belongs the same

promise, as first-fruits with Christ, not to be blessed

only, but to be a blessing, in its own heavenly and

spiritual sphere. For if the Jew on earth shall be

" a nation of priests," what is our hope but to be

also heavenly "kings and priests;"4 as "kings,"

for the Lord shall say, " Be thou over five cities," 5

to rule and order in the coming age what requires

order; not only with Christ to "judge the world,"6

Christ reveals Himself in glory ; and his peculiar experience, for he

was " as one born out of due time," (1 Cor. xv. 8,) as well as his con

version in an extraordinary way by a sight of Christ's glory, were

earnests and figures of what should be wrought in Israel, who shall

be converted to Christ in a no less sudden manner. Isa. lxvi. 8, 12,

18, 19. 1 Exod. xix. 6 ; Isa. lxi. 6.

2 Very wonderful is the statement in the Song of Moses, (Deut.

xxxii. 8,) addressed both to the heavens and earth, which declares

that, " when the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance,

when He separated the sons of Adam, He. set the bounds of the peoples

according to the number of the children of Israel." In Gen. x. we

read of seventy heads of nations ; and the number of the children

of Israel, when they went down into Egypt, was also seventy. Gen.

xlvi. 27 ; Exod. i. 5 ; Deut. x. 22. Surely there is a secret here,

connected with Christ's mission of the Seventy, which was distinct

from and followed the mission of the Apostolic Twelve, by whom

and under whom the Church is gathered out. See S. Luke x. 1.

• Gal. iii. 29. ♦ Rev. i. 6 ; v. 10.

' S. Luke xix. 17, 19; Psa. xlv. 16. • 1 Cor. vi. 2.
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but to be " equal unto the angels " and to "judge

angels;"1 as "priests," for a priest is " for those out

of the way," 2 to minister to those who yet are out

of the way. It is, alas, too true that of the Church's

sons, some like Esau shall sell their birthright for

some present good thing, and that in this age as in

the last some of the children of the kingdom shall

be cast out, while others from the east and from the

west press in and win the crown and kingdom ; yet

an elect first-born shall surely be preserved, who are

sealed to this pre-eminence, to be priests to God and

rulers of their brethren. To whom, I ask, shall the

risen Church be priests ? Shall it be to that great

mass of our fellow men, who have departed hence in

ignorance? Shall it be to "spirits in prison," such

as those to whom after His death Christ Himself once

preached ? 3 Shall not His saints, made like Him, do

the same works, still following Him, and with Him

being priests to God? Will not their glory be to

1 S. Luke xx. 36 ; 1 Cor. vi. 3. 2 Heb. v. 2.

• 1 S. Peter iii. 18-20. This passage, I know, is called " difficult,'

that is, it is one which is hard and even impossible fairly to reconcile

with the views called Orthodox. The words, however, are not

difficult. They distinctly assert that our Lord went and preached

to the spirits in prison, who once had been disobedient in the days of

Noah. The " difficulty" is that Protestant orthodoxy has decided that

there can be no message of mercy to any after death. Orthodox

commentators therefore have attempted to evade the plain statements

of this Scripture, and their forced and unnatural interpretations shew

how very strong the passage is against them. Any one who wishes

to see a summary of these interpretations may find them collected in

Alford's Greek Testament, in loco. His own comment is as follows :

—" I understand these words to say, that our Lord, in His disem

II 2



36 The Second Death.

rule and feed and enlighten and clothe those who

are committed to them, even as Christ has fed and

clothed them ? For He is " King of kings and Lord

of lords," i words which indicate the many kings

and rulers under Him, of whom He is Head, and

whom He makes heads to others.

And this same truth, that the first-blessed must

save others, is set forth, though in a slightly different

form, in the kindred law of redemption touching the

clean and unclean. The lamb redeems the ass.2

So it must be. The clean are called, and content,

to be sacrifices. For the law of redemption, which

is the law of love, is this, that they who are first

redeemed and blessed must bless others. And this

is their joy, to be like Christ, that is to be channels

of blessing to viler, weaker souls. For all higher

and elder beings serve the lower and younger. The

first-born therefore must serve and save others.

Their calling is to be, like Christ, channels of bless

ing and life to thousands of later-born.

Such glories are in store, to be revealed when the

two leavened cakes of first-fruits, then completed,

shall together be offered up, in that great coming

Pentecost, of which the fiery tongues of old, and the

rushing wind, in the upper room were but the type

and earnest ; when the elect, Christ's mystic body,

bodied state, did go to the place of detention of departed spirits, and

did there announce His work of redemption, preach salvation, in fact,

to the disembodied spirits of those who refused to obey the voice of

God, when the judgment of the flood was hanging over them."

1 1 Tim. vi. 15. * Exod. xiii. 13.
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being raised with Him, the Head not born alone, but

all the members with it, the Spirit shall be poured

out upon all flesh, and, the first-fruits being safe,

the harvest, already sanctified by the first-fruits,

shall also be gathered in. Oh glorious day, when

our Lord and Head shall give of His treasure to His

first-born, that they may with Him redeem all lands

and all brethren; i when with Him they shall judge

their captive brethren, who through their unbelief

have lost their own inheritance. Then shall the

laver be multiplied into " ten lavers," 2 till the

water of life become " a sea of crystal," 3 large

enough even for Babylon the great to sink into it,

and to be found no more at all for ever.4 Then

shall the elect "run to and fro as sparks among the

stubble ; " 5 and as all sparks or seeds of light, though

they may come forth at long intervals from one

another, are yet congenial, if they have come out of a

common root,—as they can not only mingle rays with

rays and embrace each other, but in virtue of a

common nature have the same power of consuming

and purifying that they come in contact with,—so

shall Christ's members judge the world with Him,

and consume the evil with that same fire which

Christ came to cast into the earth, and with which

He is yet pledged to baptize all nations. For our

liOrd, who gave Himself, with Himself will give us

1 Lev. xxv. 25, 47, 48.

» Cf. Exod. xxx. 18, and 1 Kings vii. 38, 39.

» Cf. 1 Kings vii. 38, 39 ; 2 Chron. iv. 2-6 ; and Eev. xv. 2.

* Bev. xviii. 21. * Wisdom iii. 7, 8.



38 The Second Death.

all things, grudging His children nothing of that

inheritance He has obtained for them.

Here then is the key to one part of the apparent

contradiction between "mercy upon all," and yet

" the election " of a " little flock ;" between " all the

kindreds of the earth blessed in Christ," and yet

a " strait and narrow way " and " few finding it."

Here is the answer to the question, "Wilt thou

shew wonders to the dead ? Shall the dead arise and

praise thee ? Shall thy loving-kindness be declared

in the grave, or thy faithfulness in destruction ?

Shall thy wonders be known in the dark, and

thy righteousness in the land of forgetfulness ? " l

The first-born and first-fruits are the "few" and

" little flock;" but these, though first delivered from

the curse, have a relation to the whole creation,

which shall be saved in the appointed times by the

first-born seed, that is by Christ and His Body,

through those appointed baptisms, whether of fire or

water, which are required to bring about " the resti

tution of all things." St. Paul expressly declares

this when he says, " Blessed be the God and Father

of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with

all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ,...

that in the dispensation of the fulness of times He

might gather together in one all things in Christ,

both which are in heaven and which are in earth,

even in Him." 2 To say that God saves only the first

' See Psa. lxxxviii. 1-12.

2 Eph. i. 3-10. The same doctrine is stated in almost the same

words, chapter ii. 4-7.
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born would be, if it may be said, to make Him worse

than even Moloch, whose slaves devoted only their

first-born to the flames, founding this dreadful rite

upon the true tradition that the sacrifice of a first

born should redeem the rest ; a requirement, tender,

as compared with that which some ascribe to the God

and Father of our Lord Jesus, who, according to their

view, accepts the election only, and leaves the rest to

torments endless and most agonizing. The gospel of

God tells us of- better things, of a sacrifice indeed,

even of God's Only-Begotten Son, who, because we

were dead, came into our death to quicken us, who

took on Him the darkness, and death, and curse,

which bound and would have for ever held us, and

broke through it in the power of His eternal life, and

who having thus in His own person, as Man, broken

through death, gives Himself now to as many as will

receive and follow Him, that in and by His life they

also may come forth as first-fruits and first-born

from the dead with Him. But Scripture never says

that these only shall be saved, but rather that " in

this seed," whose portion as the first-born is double,1

" all the kindreds of the earth shall be blessed."

Our knowledge however of this or any other

mystery will serve us nothing, yea be far worse than

nothing, if, instead of running for the prize which

the gospel sets before us, we sit down content merely

to understand how the apparent contradictions of

Scripture can be reconciled. Not so do the first-born

1 Dent. xxi. 1 7.
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win the prize. Christ has shewn the way, and there

is no other. He died to live—He suffered to reign—

He humbled himself; therefore God hath greatly

exalted Him.1 If we be dead with Him, we shall

live with Him—If we suffer, we shall reign with

Hirn,2—joint-heirs with Christ, if so be we suffer

with Him, that we may be glorified together.3 Only

by the cross can the change be wrought in us, which

conforms us to Christ and His image,—which makes

us, like Him, lambs for the slaughter,4 and as such

fitted to bless and serve others. And as corn does

not grow by any thinking of the process ; as gold is

not melted by any speculation of the nature of fire,

but by being cast into it ; so the change required is

only wrought in us through that baptism of fire,

which is so sharp that even the blessed Paul could

say, " If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we

are of all men most miserable,"5 a trial very different

from that of the mass of professors, who suffer no more

than the common lot of humanity. And indeed so

narrow is the way, and so strait is the gate that

leadeth to the life and glory of the first-born ; so

entire is the loss and renunciation of the things dear

to the old man, whose will is entranced by the things

that are seen and temporal ; so bitter is the cross

that few can bear it, and pass willingly through the

fires which must be passed to win that " high calling." 6

Here is the patience of the saints, to bear that fire

1 Phil. ii. 8, 9. 2 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12. a Bom. viii. 17.

4 Rom. viii. 36. s 1 Cor. xv. 19. « See Phil. iii. 8-14
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in and by which the old Adam is dissolved and slain,

out of which they rise, through " blood and fire and

pillars of smoke," that is the Pentecostal offering,i

as sacrifices to God, to stand as kings and priests

before Him.

(2)1 pass on to shew that God's purpose, by the

first-born from the dead to bless the later-born,—as it

is written, " So in Christ shall all be made alive,"—

is fulfilled in successive worlds or ages,2 so that the

dead are raised, not all together, but, as St. Paul says,

" Every man in his own order—Christ the firstfruits

—afterwards they that are Christ's at His coming;"3

which latter resurrection, though after Christ's, is

yet called " the resurrection from among the dead," 4

or "the first resurrection."5

Now it is simply matter of fact, that Christ, the

first of the first-fruits, through whom all blessing

reaches us, rose from the dead eighteen hundred

years ago, while the Church of the first-born, who

are also called first-fruits,6 will not be gathered till

the great Pentecost. Some are therefore freed from

death before others ; and even of the first-fruits, the

Head of the body, as in every proper birth, is freed

before the other members. So far it is clear that

this purpose of God is wrought, not at once, but

through successive ages. But this fact gives a hint

of further mysteries, and some key to the " ages of

1 Acts ii. 19 ; Cant. iii. 6. « cdares. ' 1 Cor. xv. 23.

• Phil. iii. 11 ; tV Qavaaraair, k.t.\. 5 Sev. xx. 5.

• S. James i. 18; Rev. xiv. 4.
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ages,"1 which we read of in the New Testament,

during which the lost are yet held by death and

hell, while the saints share Christ's glory, as heirs of

God, in subduing all things unto Him. The fall

here gives us some shadow of the restoration. For

just as in Adam, all do not come out of him or die

at once, but descend from or through each other,

and die generation after generation, though all fell

and died in him when he fell and died, as part of

him, and therefore partakers of his sad inheritance;

so in Christ, though all have been made alive in Him

by His resurrection, all are not personally brought

into His life and light at once, but one after another,

and the first-born before the later-born, according to

God's good pleasure and eternal purpose.

The perfect key here as elsewhere is to be found

in the details of that law, of which "no jot or tittle

shall pass till all be fulfilled ; "2 the appointed " times

and seasons " of which, one and all, are the types or

figures of the " ages " of the New Testament ; for

there is nothing in the gospel, the figure of which

is not in the law, nor anything in the law, the sub

stance of which may not be found under the gospel ;

God's once oppressed and captive Israel being the

vessel, in and by which He would shew out His pur

pose of grace and truth to other lost ones.

Observe then, not only that the first-fruits are

gathered, some at the feast of the Passover, and others

1 alZves uliivuv. ' S. Matt. v. 18.
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not till Pentecost, but how no less distinctly both

cleansing and redemption are ordained to take effect

at different times and seasons. I refer to those mystic

periods of "seven days,"1 "seven weeks,"- "seven

months," 3 " seven years," 4 and the " seven times

seven years,"5 which last complete the Jubilee,

which are all different times for cleansing and bless

ing men,—the former of which are figures of " the

ages," the last, of " the ages of ages," in the New

Testament ; under which last blessed appointment

all those who had lost their inheritance, and could

not go free, as some did, at the Sabbatic year of

rest, might at length, after the " times of times,"

that is the " seven times seven years," regain what

had been lost, and find full deliverance. For in the

Sabbatic year the release was for Israel only, not for

foreigners ;6 while in the Jubilee, liberty was to be

proclaimed to all the inhabitants of the land." What

is there in the ordinary gospel of this day, which in

the least explains or fulfils these various periods, in

and through which were wrought successive cleans-

ings and redemptions, not of persons only, but of

their lost inheritance ? And if in the gospel, as now

preached, no truth is found corresponding with these

figures of the law, is it not a proof that something is

at least overlooked ? God knows how much is over-

1 Lev. xii. 2 ; xiii. 5, 21, 26 ; xiv. 8, &e.

* Lev. xxiii. 15. ' Lev. xvi. 29; xxiii. 24 ; Numb. xxix. 1.

* Lev. xxv. 4 ; Deut. xv. 9, 12. 5 Lev. xxv. 8, 9.

' Deut. xv. 1, 3. ' Lev. xxv. 10.
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looked from neglect of those Scriptures, which St.

Paul tells us are needed, " to make the man of God

perfect," ' but which by some are openly despised, as

the useless shadows of a by-gone dispensation. In

them is the key, under a veil perhaps, of those

" ages " and " ages of ages," during which so many

are debtors and bondsmen, without their true in

heritance. And though indeed it is true, that " it

is not for us to know the times and the seasons,

which the Father hath put in His own power,"2 it is

yet given us to know that there are such times and

seasons, and in knowing it to gain still wider views

of "the manifold wisdom of God," and of the "un

searchable riches of Christ," our Lord and Saviour.

It would far exceed my measure to attempt to

shew how the law in all its " times " figured the

gospel " ages." But I may give one more example

to prove, that in cleansing, as in giving deliverance,

God's method is to accomplish the end through ap

pointed seasons, which vary according to a fixed rule,

—I refer to the different periods prescribed for the

purification of a woman on the birth of a male or of

a female child.3 If a son is born, she is unclean in

the blood of her separation seven days, after which

she is in the blood of her purifying three and thirty

days, making in all forty days ; but if she bear a

' 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. * Acts i. 7.

* Lev. xii. 1-5. A similar distinction of times is to be seen in

the cleansing of the leper; Lev. xiv. 7, 8, 9, 10, 20; and of those

who were unclean by the dead ; Numbers xix. 1 2.
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maid child, she is unclean for twice seven days, and

in the blood of her purifying six and sixty days, in

all eighty days ; that is double the time she is un

clean for a man child. For the woman is our nature,

which if it receive seed, that is the word of truth,

may bring forth a son, that is " the new man ; " in

which case nature, or the mother, which brings it

forth, is only unclean during the seven days of this

first creation, and then in the blood of purifying till

the end of the forty days, which always figure this

dispensation ;' for wherever Christ is formed in us,

there is the hope that even " our vile body " shall

be cleansed, when we reach the end of this present

dispensation. But if instead of bearing this " new

man," our nature only bear its like, a female child,

that is fruits merely natural, then it is unclean for a

double period, till twice seven days and twice forty

pass over it. Here as elsewhere the veil will I fear

hide from some what is yet revealed as to the varying

times when cleansing may be looked for ; but even

the natural eye can see that two different times are

here described ; and those who receive this as the

Word of God will perhaps believe that there is some

teaching here, even if they cannot understand it.

There is like teaching in every time and season of

1 The number " forty," wherever found in Scripture, always points

to the period of this dispensation, as the time of trial or tempta

tion; e.g. Gen. vii. 1; Exod. xxiv. 18 ; Ezek. iv. 6 ; Deut. xxv. 2, 3 ;

S. Mark i. 13 ; Exod. xvi. 35 ; Numb. xiv. 33 ; 2 Sam. v. 4 ;

1 Kings xi. 42 ; Acts i. 3 ; and xiii. 21, &c.
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the law, and its days and years figure the " ages " of

the New Testament.

The prophets repeat the same teaching, still further

opening out this part of God's purpose, in a later

age to visit those who are rejected in an earlier one,

and so to work through successive worlds or ages.

Thus though at the time they wrote Moab and

Ammon were under a special curse, and cut off

from the congregation of Israel, according to the

words, "Thou shalt not seek their peace or pros

perity for ever," and again, "Even to the tenth

generation shall they not enter into the congregation

of the Lord for ever ;" i in obedience to which law

both Ezra and Nehemiah put away, not only the

wives which some Israelites had taken from these

nations, but also the children born of them ;? though

the prophets further declare the judgment of these

nations, that "Moab shall be destroyed,"3 and

" Ammon shall be fuel for fire, and be no more

remembered ;" 4 yet they declare also that " in the

latter days the Lord shall bring again the captivity

of Moab and of the children of Ammon." 5 Similar

predictions are made respecting Egypt and Assyria,6

Elam,7 Sodom and her daughters,8 and other nations,

who in the age of the prophets were " strangers to

the covenants of promise, having no hope, and with

1 Dout. xxiii. 3, 6. Heb. 0?)V? ; LXX., tls rbv almva.

' Ezra x. 2, 3, 44; Neh. xiii. 1, 23, 25, 30.

' Jer. xlviii. 42. 4 Ezek. xxi. 28, 32.

* Jer. xlviii. 47, and xlix. 6. ' Isa. xix. 21, 25.

' Jer. xlix. 39. . s Ezek. xvi. 53, 55.
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out God in the world," who yet are called to " rejoice

with God's people," i and of whom even now an

election, "though sometime far off, are made nigh

by the blood of Christ." 2 These nations in the flesh

were enemies, and as such received the doom of old

Adam; yet for them also must there be hope in the

new creation, according to the promise, " Behold, I

make all things new." 3 For Christ, who, being

put to death in the flesh, but quickened in spirit,

went in spirit and preached to the spirits in prison,

which sometime were disobedient, when once the

longsuffering of God waited in the days of Xoah,"4

is " Jesus Christ, (that is anointed Saviour,) the same

yesterday, to-day, and for ever." s

Such is the light which the law and prophets give

us as to God's purpose of salvation through succes

sive ages. But even creation and regeneration, both

works of the same God, tell no less clearly, though

more secretly, the same mystery. God in each shews

how He works, not in one act, but by degrees,

through successive days or seasons. Each day has

its own work, to bring back some part of the

creature, and one part before another, from empti

ness and confusion, to light and form and order. All

things do not appear at once. Much is unchanged,

even after " light " and a " heaven " is formed upon

the first and second days.6 But these first works

1 Dent, xxxii. 43 ; Eom. xv. 10. « Eph. ii. 12, 13.

3 Rev. xxi. 5. MS. Peter iii. 18-20.

h Hob. xiii. 8. « Gen. i. 4-8.
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act on all the rest, for by God's will this " heaven"

is a fellow-worker with God's Word in all the change

which follows, till the whole is " very good." ' What

is this but the very truth of the first-born serving

the later-born ? So in the process of our regener

ation, there is a quickening, first of our spirits, then

of our bodies, the quickening of our spirits being

the pledge and earnest that the body also shall be

delivered in its season.2 What a witness to God's

most blessed purpose ; for our spirit is to our body

what the spiritual are to this world. And just as

the quickening of our spirit must in due time bring

about a quickening even of our dead and vile bodies ;

so surely shall the quickening and manifestation of

the sons of God end in saving those earthly souls

who are not here quickened. Thus does the micro

cosm foretell the fate of the macrocosm, even as the

macrocosm is full of lessons for the microcosm.

But even had we not this key, the language of

the New Testament, in its use of the word which our

translators have rendered " for ever" and " for ever

and ever," 3 but which is literally " for the age," or

1 The firmament was called " heaven," D»DB', or " the arrangers,"

because it is an agent in arranging things on earth. " This appella

tion was first given by God to the celestial fluid or air, when it

began to act in disposing or arranging the earth and waters. And

since that time the D'OC have been the great agents in disposing

all material things in their places and orders, and thereby producing

all those wonderful effects which are attributed to them in Scripture,

but which it has been of late years the fashion to ascribe to attrac

tion, gravitation, &c."—Parkhurst, sub voce.

' Eph. i. 13, 14 ; Rom. viii. 11. 3 els alwra, and eii cuavas aliivuv.
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" for ages of ages," points not uncertainly to the same

solution of the great riddle. The epistles of Paul

will prove that the " ages" are periods, in some of

which, already past, God has had a purpose of mercy

to those who then had not obtained mercy ; i while

in others, yet to come, He will shew the riches of

His grace, not only to, but by, His chosen first-born.

So we read, that " by the Son God made the ages," 2

that " God's wisdom was ordained before the ages

to our glory," 3 that " the mystery which has been

hidden from the ages,"4 "even the mystery," (for

he repeats the words again,) " which hath been hid

from ages and generations, is now made manifest to

the saints, to whom God hath willed to make known

the riches of His glory." 5 Again we read of " the

manifold wisdom of God, according to the purpose

of the ages ;" 6 and immediately after of " glory to

God in the church by Christ Jesus, unto all gener

ations of the age of ages." 7 Paul further says that

Christ is set " far above all principality, and power,

and every name that is named, not only in this age

but in the coming one ;" 8 and again, that " now

once in the end of the ages He hath appeared to put

away sin by the sacrifice of Himself ;" 9 and that on

* 1 Rom. ix. 25, 26. • Heb. i. 2 ; and xi. 3.

■ 1 Cor. ii. 7. 4 Eph. iii. 8. » Col. i. 26.

e Eph. iii. 11 ; Kara irp6Beaiy ruy aidvuy ; translated, in our Au

thorised Version, " The eternal purpose."

' Eph. iii. 21 ; tis iriaas Teks ytyeas toD aluyos ray tutivuv.

' Eph. i. 21.

' Heb. ix. 26 ; iiri awreAiiq ruy aiuvuv.

E
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us " the ends of the ages are met ;" ' words which

plainly speak of ages past, and seem to imply that

other ages are approaching their consummation.

Lastly he speaks of " ages to come," in which God

will " shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His

kindness towards us through Christ Jesus." a

Now whatever the future " ages " may be, those

past are clearly not endless ; and the language of

Scripture as to those to come seems to teach that they

are limited, since Christ's mediatorial kingdom,

which is " for ages of ages," must yet be " delivered

up to the Father, that God may be all in all." 3 And

the fact that in John's vision, which describes the

Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gives Him, our

Lord is called " Alpha and Omega, the beginning

and the ending," 4 (supposing these latter words to

be genuine, 5) seems to imply an end to the peculiar

manifestation of Him as King and Priest, under

which special offices the Revelation shews Him,

offices which, as they involve lost ones to be saved

and ruled over, may not be needed when the lost

are saved and reconciled. Certainly this book of

the Revelation, more than any other, speaks of the

" ages" and " ages of ages," during which Christ

shall reign, the " age-times," to use the words of

1 1 Cor. x. 11 ; ret r€\tj ruv al&vav Ktn4\vTt\<rtv.

2 Eph. ii. 4-7.

* Compare Rev. xi. 15, and 1 Cor. xv. 24.

* Rev. i. 8.

* Griesbach rejects the words apx^l t"i rekos.
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Paul, ' in which He is revealed as meeting the ruin

of the creature.

The " ages" therefore are periods in which God

works, because there is evil and His rest is broken

by it, and which have an end and pass away, when

the work appointed to be done in them has been

accomplished. The " ages," like the " days " of

creation, speak of a prior fall : they are the " times "

in which God works, because He cannot rest in sin

and misery. His perfect rest is not in the " ages,"

but beyond them, when the mediatorial kingdom,

which is "for ages of ages,"2 is "delivered up,"3

and Christ, by whom all things are wrought in the

ages, goes back to the glory which He had " before

the age-times,"4 "that God may be all in all."5

The words " Jesus Christ, (that is anointed Saviour,)

the same yesterday, to-day, and for the ages," 6

imply that through these " ages" a Saviour is needed,

and will be found, as much as "to-day" and "yester

day." It will I think too be found, that the adjective 7

founded on this word, whether applied to " life,"

" punishment," " redemption," " covenant," " times,"

or even "God" Himself, always is connected with

remedial labour, and with the idea of "ages" as

periods in which God is working to meet and correct

1 x9ivoi aMruu—2 Tim. i. 9 ; Tit. i. 2.

• Rev. xi. 15. ' 1 Cor. xv. 24.

4 2 Tim. i. 9 ; and Tit. i. 2 ; *pb xpi'"" aluviuv ; translated, in our

version, " Before the world began." The Vulgate translation here is,

"Ante ssecularia tempora," which is as literal a rendering as possible.

5 1 Cor. xv. 28. • Heb. xiii. 8 ; tis tovs aiuvas. ' aiiivios.

e2
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some awful fall. Thus " the aeonial covenant," i

(I must coin a word, to shew what is the term used

in the original,) is that which comprehends "the

ages," during which " Jesus Christ is the same," that

is a Saviour; an office only needed for the fallen,

for " they that are whole need not a physician." The

" aeonial God," (language found but once in the New

Testament, 2) refers, as the context shews, to God as

working His secret of grace through " aeonial times,"

that is successive worlds or "ages," in some of

which " the mystery has been hid, but now is made

> Heb. xiii. 20.

1 Rom. xvi. 25, 26. In this passage we read, first, of "the

mystery kept secret from the tsonial times" pvarJipiov xp^vois aiaviots

otarfritiivov, (translated in our English version, "Since the world

began,") and then of " the eonial God," amnion &eov, " by whose

command this mystery is now made manifest." In the Septuagint

version of the Old Testament, the epithet ait&vios is only applied to

God four times, in one of which the corresponding D71JJ of the

Hebrew is not to be found ; though in all the reference is direct,

either to " the age of ages," or to God's redeeming work as wrought

through " the ages." The passages are Gen. xxi. 33, where after the

birth of Isaac, the type of Christ, God is known by this name ?K

D?1J? ; Isa. xxvi. 4, and xl. 28, in both which the context shews the

reason for the epithet; and Job xxiii. 12, in which last passage the

LXX. have given us al&vios for D'ilPN or Elohim, in the original ;

which name, as we see from a comparison of Gen. i. and ii., (in the

former of which God is always Elohim, in the latter Jehovah

Elohim,) refers to One who is working through periods of labour to

change a ruined world, until His image is seen ruling it ; a title not

lost when the day of rest is reached, but to which another name,

shewing what God is in Himself, is then added. In Exod. iii. 15, we

read of God's oVo/ia aldviov, that is, His name as connected with

deliverance. I believe the word is never used but in this connection.

See further below, Note 8, page 53.
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manifest by the commandment of the seonial God,"

that is, (if I err not,) the Godwho works through these

" ages." And so of the rest, whether " redemption," '

" salvation," 2 " spirit," 3 " fire," 4 or " inheritance," *

all of which in certain texts are called " seonial,'' the

epithet seems to refer to the same remedial plan,

wrought out by God through " worlds" or " ages."

And does not our Lord refer to this in the well-

known words, "This is life eternal,"6 (that is the

life of the age or of the ages,) " that they may know

Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom

Thou hast sent." 7 Does He not mean, that to know

the Father and His Son the Saviour, as the deliverer

from the fall which is being remedied through the

ages, mark and constitute that life which makes us

partakers with Christ, in the glory of overcoming the

evil now working in creation. 8

1 Heb. ix. 12. • Heb. v. 9. * Heb. ix. 14.

* Jude 7. * Heb. ix. 15. " aXivios.

' S. John xvii. 3.

* As to the Old Testament use of the word " age " or " ages,"

(translated " for ever " in the English Version,) a few words may be

added here. We have first the unconditional promise of God, that

"the seed of Abraham shall inherit the land for ever;" D?1$??; LXX.,

tis rbv alulia; Exod. xxxii. 13. The same words are used of the

Aaronic priesthood, Exod. xl. 15 ; of the office of the Levites,

1 Chron. xv. 2 ; of the inheritance given to Caleb, Joshua xiv. 9 ;

of Ai being a desolation, Joshua viii. 28 ; of the leprosy of Gehazi

cleaving to his seed, 2 Kings v. 27 ; of the heathen bondsmen whom

Israel possessed, of whom it is said, " They shall be their bonds

men for ever," Lev. xxv. 46. The same words are also used of the

curse to come on Israel for their disobedience :—" These curses shall

come on thee, and pursue thee till thou be destroyed ; and they shall

be upon thee for a sign, and upon thy children for ever ;" Deut.
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Be this as it may, the adjective, "seonial" or age

long, cannot carry a force or express a duration

greater than that of the age or " aeon " which it

speaks of. If therefore these " ages " are limited

periods, some of which are already past, while others,

xxviii. 45, 46. So of Amnion and Moab it is said,—" Thou shalt

not seek their peace for ever," Deut. xxiii. 6 ; and again, " They

shall not come into the congregation of the Lord for ever ; "

Deut. xxiii. 3 ; here D71J? "II?. In all these and other similar in

stances, D71J? and its equivalent aluv mean the age or dispensation.

In Exod. xxi. 6, where the ear of the servant, who will not go free,

is bored, and he becomes a " servant for ever," ( D?1J? ; LXX., els

rbv alupa,) the sense must necessarily be much more limited ; as

also in 1 Sam. i. 22. It is to be observed also that not only the

singular, D?1JJ, as in 1 Kings ix. 3, and 2 Kings xxi. 7, but the

plural, D'DPiy, is used in 1 Kings viii. 13, and 2 Chron. vi. 2, in

reference to the temple at Jerusalem. The double expression

1J?1 Ebw?, is variously translated by the LXX. ; sometimes els rbv

alum Kal <ti, as in Dan. xii. 3, where it is used of those " that turn

many to righteousness ; " sometimes rbv alum Kal eV alums Kal Iti, as

in Exod. xv. 18, where it is used of God ; sometimes els rhv alum, tow

aluvos, as in Psalm xlv. 2, where it is used of Christ and His king

dom ; while in Micah iv. 7, the same Hebrew words, here D71JJ 1JH,

are translated by the LXX., and here only, by the plural, tut (is

robs alums. More commonly, however, D?1J? 1JJ is rendered simply

eojjToC alums by the LXX., as in Gen. xiii. 15, Joshua iv. 7, and

elsewhere. Lastly, in Dan. vii. 18, we have, both the singular and the

plural form together, KWJ? cb]l 1JTI ND?J> *1J?, rendered by the

LXX. eus aluvos tuv ai&vuv.

The adjective aluvios is used continually by the LXX.,—in refer

ence to the Passover, Exod. xii. 14, 17,—the tabernacle service,

Exod. xxvii. 21,—the priestly office of the sons of Aaron, Exod.

xxviii. 43,—the meat-offering, Lev. vi. 18,—and other things of the

Jewish dispensation, all of which are called v6/j.i/j.ov aiuviov. So in

Jer. xxiii. 40, we have al&viov ovelHeur/jiov, and &Ttplav aluviov, used of

the corrective judgments on Israel, whose restoration is also fore

told.
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we know not how many, are yet to come, the word

" SBonial " cannot mean strictly never-ending. Nor

does this affect the true eternity of bliss of God's

elect, or of the redeemed who are brought back to

live in God's life, of whom it is said, " Neither can

they die any more, for they are equal to the angels,

and are the children of God, being the children of

the resurrection ; " i for this depends on a participa

tion in the divine nature, and upon that power which

can "change these vile bodies, that they may be

fashioned like unto Christ's glorious body, according

to the working whereby He is able to subdue even

all things unto Himself." 2

(3) It yet remains to shew that this purpose of

God, wrought by Him through successive worlds or

ages, is only accomplished through death and judg

ment, which in His wisdom He makes the means and

way to life and righteousness ; for it is " by death,"

and by death only, that He "destroys him that has

the power of death, that is the devil, and delivers

them who through fear of death were all their life

time subject to bondage."3 "For we which live are

alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the

life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our

mortal flesh."4 Because this is so little seen,—because

so many take or mistake Christ's cross as a reprieve

1 S. Luke xx. 36.

2 Phil. iii. 21. See also 1 Cor. xv. 53; Rom. viii. 29; Heb.

xii. 28; IS. Pet. i. 3, 4, 5; 1 S. John iii. 2.

• Heb. ii. 15. * 2 Cor. iv. 11.



56 The Second Death.

to nature, rather than a pledge that nature and sin

must be judged and die, seeming to think that

Christ died that they should not die, and that their

calling is to be delivered from death, instead of by

it and out of it ; l—because in a word the meaning of

Christ's cross is not understood, but rather perverted,

and therefore death is shrunk from, instead of being

welcomed as the appointed means by which alone

we can be delivered from him that has the power of

death, who more or less rules us till we are dead, for

"sin reigns to death,'" and only "he that is dead is

freed from sin;"3—because this, which is indeed

the gospel, is not received, or if received in word is

not really understood, even Christians misunderstand

what is said of that destruction and judgment, which

is the only way for delivering fallen creatures from

their bondage, and bringing them back in God's life

to His kingdom.

As this is a point of all importance, lying at the

very root of the cross of Christ and of His members,

and giving the clue to all the judgments of Him, who

" killeth and maketh alive," who " bringeth down to

the grave and bringeth up,"4 I would shew, not the

fact and truth only, that for fallen creatures the way

of life is and must be through death, but also the

reason for it, why it must be thus, and cannot be

1 Our translators have sometimes rendered in Bavirov by the

English words "from death ; " as in Heb. v. 7 ; but the force of the

original is always " out of death."

1 Rom. v. 21. • Rom. vi. 7.

4 1 Sam. ii.6 ; Deut.xxxii. 39.
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otherwise. For the cross is not a fact or truth only,

but power and wisdom also, even God's power and

wisdom ; ' as power, meeting the craving of our

hearts for deliverance ; as wisdom, answering every

question which our understanding can ask as to the

mystery of this life. For both to head and heart

life is indeed a riddle, which neither the Greek nor

Jew, the head and heart of old humanity, could ever

fully solve, though each people by its special craving

shewed its wants, the Jew, as St. Paul says, requiring

signs of power, for the heart wants and must have

something to lean upon ; the Greek, man's head or

mind, seeking after wisdom, for it felt the darkness

and asked for some enlightening. To both God's

answer was the cross of Christ, which gave to each,

to head and heart, what each was longing for ; power

to the one to escape from that which had tied and

bound it, for by death with Christ we are freed from

the bondage of corruption and from all that hinders

the heart's best aspirations ; wisdom to the other to

see why we must die, and what is the reason for all

present suffering.

As to the fact and doctrine, a few words may

suffice, for in one form or another it is the creed of

all Christendom, that for fallen man the way of life

is and only can be through death and judgment.

The cross the way to life—this is confessedly the

special teaching of the gospel. But what is the

1 1 Cor. i. 18-24.
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cross ? Does Christ's death save us unless by grace

we die with Him ? Our Lord distinctly says, " If -any

man will come after me, let him deny himself, and

take up his cross, and follow me ; for whosoever will

save his life shall lose it; and whosoever will lose his

life for my sake shall find it." i " This is a faithful

saying, If we be dead with Him, we shall live with

Him: if we deny Him, He also will deny us."2 The

saint must say, " I am crucified with Christ, never

theless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me."3

" We are debtors, not to live after the flesh, for if we

live after the flesh we shall die ; but if we through

the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, we shall

live."4 In baptism therefore we profess our death

with Christ, that dying with Him we may also live

with Him.5

Such is the doctrine we all receive. But what is

the reason for it ? Why is the way of life for us

through the cross, that is through death ? Why

cannot it be otherwise ? If we see the way by which

man got away from God, we shall see the way of

his return, and why this must be through death ; for

indeed the way, by which we came away from God,

must be retraced if by grace we come back to Him.

How then did man depart from God, and die to

Him, and fall from His kingdom ? By believing a

lie. By the serpent's double lie,-^a lie about God,

1 S. Matthew xvi. 25. * 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12.

» Gal. ii. 20. 4 Bom. viii. 12, 13.

• Kom. vi. 3, 4.
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that God grudges and is not true, and a lie about

man, that in disobedience he shall be as God,—our

adversary separated man from God, and man lost

God's life, and died to God's world.1 And because to

a being like man, made in God's image, death can

not be the end of existence, but is only a passing out

of one world into another, by this death to God man

lost the place which God had given him, the Paradise,

called by Paul " the third heaven,"2 and was driven

out, and fell into the kingdom of darkness, his in

ward life turned like sweet wine to sourest vinegar,

into a life of ceaseless aching restlessness ; to escape

which he turns to outward things, hating to come to

himself even for a moment, unconsciously driven by

his own inward dissatisfaction to seek diversion from

himself in any outward care, pleasure, or vanity.

Such was the fall of man, and it explains why

death is needful for our return to God. Death is

the only way out of any world in which we are. It

was by death to God we fell out of God's world.

And if, as Scripture and our .own hearts tell us, we are

not only in body in this outward world, but in our

spirits are living in a spiritual world, which surely is

not heaven, for no soul of man till regenerate is at

rest or satisfied, the only way out of these worlds is

death : so long as we live their life, we must be in

them. To get out of them, therefore, we must die :

1 Gen. iii. 1-5.

2 2 Cor. xii. 2, 4. Paradise is the word used by the LXX. in

Gen. ii. 8, 9. Compare Key. ii. 7.
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die to this elemental nature, to get out of the seen

world, and die to sin, to get out of the dark world,

called in Scripture " the power of darkness."1 And

since the life of the one is toil and change, and the life

of the other is dissatisfaction and inward restlessness,

we must die to both if we would be free from the

changes of this world, and from the restlessness and

dissatisfaction in which by nature our spirits are.

Christ died this double death for us, not only " to

sin,"a but also "to the elements of this world."'

And to be free, we also must die with Him to both.

Only by such a death are we delivered.

Death alone, however, cannot bring us back to

heaven. We must have the life of God to live in

God's world.* Just as without the life of this world,

we could not enter this world, or without the life of

hell, enter or live in hell ; so without the life of

heaven we cannot enter or live there ; for we cannot

live in any world without the life of it. And there

fore as the serpent's lie kindled the life of hell in

man, before he could fall into the power of darkness,

so God's life must be quickened again in man, before

he can live again in God's kingdom. And, blessed

be God, as the life of hell was quickened by a lie, so

the life of God is quickened by the truth, even by

the Word of God, who came where man was to raise

up God's life in man, in and by which through a

death to sin and to this world man might be freed

1 Col. i. 13. * Kom. vi. 10.

• Col. ii. 20. * S. John iii. 3, 5.
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perfectly.1 In Christ the work has been accom

plished. In Him by God's Word and Spirit God's

life has been again raised up in man ; and in the

power of this life man in Christ has died both to sin

and to the world, and so has come back out of dark

ness to God's right hand. Through Christ the self

same work is yet accomplishing, to bring lost man

by the same process to the same blessedness. But

whether in Christ, or in us, the work is only wrought

through death. Man to be saved must die to that

which keeps him far from God. And the way to

bring about this death is God's judgment, who,

because He loves us, kills to make alive, and " turn-

eth man to destruction, that He may say, Return, ye

children of men." 2

And this explains why God alone of all teachers

has had two methods, and must have them, namely,

law and gospel, which appear opposed, for law

condemns while the gospel justifies, each to meet one

part of the devil's double lie. For man is yet held

by both parts of this old lie, that God grudges and

is untrue, and that man by self-will may be as God.

To meet the first, we have the promise or gospel,

long before the law, though only fulfilled after law

1 Not without a deep and wondrous reason is ICO both Good-

news and Flesh in the Hebrew ; for by the one as by the other th«

captive creature is reached and quickened. Great indeed is the

mystery of the flesh of Christ, touching which there are indeed

many unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.

Yet the mystery is revealed from faith to faith.

3 Psa. xc. 3.
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has done its work ; to meet the second, we have the

law which condemns, and proves that man is not as

God, but a fallen, ruined creature. Does not God

love ? The gospel is the answer. Is man as God ?

The law settles this. Christ's cross is the seal of

both, revealing that God is love, for He gives His

Son for rebels ; and that man is not as God, but a

sinner under death and judgment.

But while the law condemns and shews what man

is, this " ministry of condemnation," needful in its

place, is not and cannot be God's end. The gospel,

the " ministry of righteousness and life," is God's

proper work, and, therefore, as St. Paul says,

" remaineth ;" ' but the law, the " ministration of

death and condemnation," God's " strange work,"2

is only a means to the end, and therefore " to be

abolished " and " done away." 3 St. Paul's teaching

on this point is most express. Having first shewn

that God's promise to Abraham's seed included all

nations, he proceeds to argue that "this covenant

which was confirmed before of God in Christ, the

law, which was four hundred and thirty years after,

cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of

none effect ; for if the inheritance be of the law, it is

no more of promise ; but God gave it to Abraham by

promise." 4 The law, which is and must be judg

ment to men, is needed to slay and overthrow them

in their own eyes. But this killing is to make alive.

1 2 Cor. iii. 11. * Isa. xxviii. 21.

s 2 Cor. iii. 11, 13. 4 Gal. iii. 8, 15, 17, 18.
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The judgment or condemnation cannot in any case

disannul the previous covenant. Judgment there

fore must issue in blessing, not blessing in judgment.

But for most the veil is yet on Moses' face, so that

in looking at the ministry of condemnation men

cannot see "the end of the Lord," and that the

Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy.1

I have dwelt the more on this, because so few now

seem to see why for us the way of life is and must

be through death ; and because, if this be seen, God's

end and purpose and the reason of His judgments

will be more evident. God our Father judges to

save. He only saves by judging what is evil. The

evil must be overthrown ; and through death God

destroys him that has the power of death. A new

creation is God's remedy for that which through a

fall is held in death and bondage. Therefore both

the " earth and heavens " must " perish and be

changed."2 Therefore God Himself "turns us to

destruction" that we may " return" as little children.3

And God's elect accept this judgment here, that their

carnal mind may die, and the old man be slain with all

his enmity. The world reject God's judgment here,

and therefore have to meet it in a more awful form

in the coming world. For while here, through the

burdens and infirmities of this " vile body," 4 our

fallen spirit is more easily broken, and we die to sin

more quickly ; though even here we need both fires

1 2 Cor. iii. 13 ; S. James v. 11. • Heb. i. 10-12. • Psa. xc. 3.

1 Phil. iii. 21 ; rb tr&jiia tt)s rairetvciaeus.
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and waters, to make us die to that self-willed life

which is our misery. Who can tell how much harder

this death may be to those, who, having gone hence,

have not the burden of this " vile body" to humble

the pride of that fallen spirit, which, while unbroken,

is hell, and which must die in us if we would reach

God's rest.

Such is the reason for salvation by the cross, that

is through death ; but the great illustration here

as elsewhere is to be found in the law, that ap

pointed " shadow of good things," ' which in all its

varied forms of sacrifice asserts the same great truth,

that only by the fire of God and through death can

the earthly creature be changed, and so ascend to

God. The offerings were indeed of different kinds,

some of a sweet savour, which were offered on the

altar in the tabernacle ; * while others not of a sweet

savour were burnt on the earth, in some place out

side the camp of Israel ; 3 figuring the varied rela

tions in which men's works and persons might stand

to God, and the varying place and manner of their

acceptance by Him. But in either case, whether

offered in obedience voluntarily, or required penally

for trespass and disobedience, the offering ever was

made by fire, and so perished in its first form to rise

in another, as pillars of smoke before God. If then

all this was " the pattern of things in the heavens,"4

we have another witness that a transformation

1 Heb. x. 1. * Lev. i. ii. iii.

* Lev. iv. v. vi. i Exod. xiv. 40 ; Heb. ix. 23.



The Testimony of Scripture. 65

wrought by fire is yet being carried on in the true

heavens, that is the spiritual world. For no divine

change can be wrought even on God's elect, save by

" passing through the waters and through the fires "

which are appointed for us, waters and fires as real,

though not of this world, as those which burnt

on the altar of old, or moved in the laver of the

tabernacle.

In any case the way for all is through the fires,

for fire is the great uniter and reconciler of all

things ; and things which without fire can never be

united, in and through the fire are changed and

become one. Therefore every coming of Christ, even

in grace, is a day of judgment. Therefore there are

fires even for the elect both now,1 and in the coming

day ; 2 for " our God is a consuming fire," 3 and to

dwell in Him we must have a life, which, because it

is of the fire, can stand unhurt in it. Therefore our

Lord " came to cast fire into the earth," and desired

nothing more than " that it should be already

kindled;"4 therefore He says, "Every one shall be

salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted

with salt." 5 For this is the very " baptism of the Holy

Ghostandfire," 6 that "spirit ofjudgmentand of burn

ing," promised by the prophet, " with which the Lord

shall purge away the filth of the daughters of Zion,

1 1 S. Pet. i. 7, and iv. 12. * 1 Cor. iii. 13, 13.

> Heb. xii. 29. ' S. Luke xii. 49.

» S. Mark ix. 49. • S. Matt. iii. 11.
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and cleanse the blood of Jerusalem ; after which He

will create on every dwelling place of Mount Zion,

and on all her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by

day, and the brightness of a flame of fire by night ;

and upon all, the glory shall be a defence ;" i for " He

is like a refiner's fire, and like to fuller's soap ; and

He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and

He shall purify the sons of Levi as gold and silver

are purged, that they may offer to the Lord an offer

ing of righteousness." 2 And as by the hidden fire

of this present life, shut up in these bodies of cor

ruption, we are able by the wondrous chemistry of

nature through corruption to change the fruits and

flesh of the earth into our blood, and from blood

again into our flesh and bone and sinew; so by the

fire of God can we be changed, and made partakers

of Christ's flesh and blood. In and through Christ

we have received this exchange ; 3 and through His

1 Isa. iv. 4, 5.

* Mai. iii. 3. Luther's well-known words are to the purpose here,

for though originally written by him as a test of prophets, they are

no less true in their measure of all who are taught of God :—

" Quserendum num experti sunt spirituales illas angustias, et nativi-

tates divinas, mortesque, infernosque. Si audieris blanda, tranquilla,

devota, (ut vocant,) et religiosa, etiamsi in tertium coelum seso

raptos dicant, non approbahis. Quia signum Filii Hominis deest, qui

est Basanos, probator unicus Christianorum, et certus spirituum

discretor. Vis scire locum, tempus, modum, colloquiorum divinorum,

Audi :—' Sicut leo contrivit ossa mea,' et ' Projectus sum a facie

oculorum tuorum :' ' Bepleta est malis anima mea, et vita mea

inferno appropinquavit.' Tenta ergo, et ne Jesum quidem audiai

gloriosum, ni videris prius crucifixum."—Epist. lib. ii. p. 42.

' Bom. v. 1 1 ; tV KaraKAayliv.
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Spirit, which is fire, is this same change accomplished

in ns.1

And as with the firstfruits, so with the harvest.

The world to be saved must know the same baptism.

For " the Lord will come with fire, and by fire and

by His sword will He plead with all flesh, and the

slain of the Lord shall be many." 2 The promised

baptism or outpouring of the Spirit must be judg

ment, for the Spirit cannot be poured on man without

consuming his flesh to quicken a better life ; 3 and

" His sword, which cometh out of His mouth," 4 is

that Word, which kills to make alive again. God

is indeed " a man of war ;"5 but His warfare and

wrath, unlike the " wrath of man, which worketh

not the righteousness of God,"6 works both righteous

ness and life, and is set forth in that "warfare of

1 It is surely a significant fact, that the two words, DDn and

n?3, used in Hebrew to express destruction, signify also, and are

used to express, perfection ; and that the word for a sacrifice by fire,

ntyK, is the same as that for a bride or wife ; e.g. Numb, xxviii. 6.

By this double sense a veil covers the letter, veiling yet revealing

God's purpose ; for His purpose to the creature is through destruction

to perfect it, and by fire to make it a bride unto the Lord. For a

kindred reason some of the angels are called Seraphim, that is

burning ones ; for like the Lord, whose throne is flames of fire, (Dan.

vii. 9, 10,) they also are as fire ; as it is written, " He maketh His

angels spirits, His messengers a flame of fire." Heb. i. 7, and Psalm

civ. 4.

2 Isa. lxvi. 15, 16.

' Isa. xl. 7 ; and compare Eev. viii. 6, 7, which describes the

effect produced by the breath or spirit of the Lord sounding through

the trumpets of the heavenly sanctuary.

4 Bev. six. 13, 18. • Exod. xv. 3. « S. James i. 20.

f2
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the service of the tabernacle," ' by which that which

was of the earth was made to ascend to God through

fire a sweet sacrifice.

It is therefore simply because God is what He is,

that He is, though love, the curse of the impenitent.

But as even in this fallen world He is able, not only

to turn our blessings into a curse,2 but curses into

blessings ;—as we see strength, and health, and wealth,

and talents, which are blessings, all turned to curses

through disobedience ; and pain, and want, and

sorrow, and death, which are curses, turned to real

blessings ;—so in other worlds, because God changes

not, curses by Him may yet be turned to blessings ;

and they who now are turning blessings into a curse

may find that God can make curses blessings. Paul's

words may help us here. He who could say, " To

me to live is Christ,"3 and whose ways were there

fore a true expression of God's mind, bids the Church

"to deliver some to Satan, for the destruction of

their flesh and saving of their spirit,"4 and further

tells us that he himself has done this, and "de

livered " certain brethren "to Satan, that they may

learn not to blaspheme." 5 Oh wondrous ways of God !

Souls are taught not to blaspheme, by being delivered

to Satan; and the spirits of Christian brethren are

saved, and their flesh destroyed, by being put into

1 See Numbers iv. 23, 30, &c, and viii. 24, 25; margin: and

compare 1 Tim. i. 18.

2 Mai. ii. 2. » Phil. i. 21.

« 1 Cor. v. 5. "1 Tim. i. 20.
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the hands of God's adversary. What does this not

teach us as to God's purpose towards those whom

He also delivers to Satan, and disciplines by evil,

since they will not learn by good. " Whoso is wise

and will observe these things, even they shall under

stand the loving-kindness of the Lord." '

The " second death " 2 therefore, so far from being,

as some think, the hopeless shutting up of man for

ever in the curse of disobedience, may be God's way

to free those who in no other way than by such a

death can be delivered out of the dark world, whose

life they live in. The saints have died with Christ,

not only " to the elements of this world,"3 but also

"to sin,"4 that is, the dark spirit-world. By the

first they are freed from the bondage of sense ; by

the second, from the bondage of sin, in all its forms

of pride, envy, wrath, and selfishness. The ungodly

have not so died to sin. At the death of the body

therefore, because their spirit yet lives, they find

themselves in that dark and fiery world, the life of

which has been and is the life of their spirit. To

get out of this world there is but one way, death ;

not the first, for that is passed, but the second death.

Even if we have not light to see this, ought not the

present to teach us something as to God's future

ways ; for is He not the same yesterday, to-day, and

for ever ? We know that, in inflicting present death,

His purpose is through death to destroy him that

1 Psalm cvii. 43. ' Rev. xx. 14.

* Col. ii. 20. * Rom. vi. 10.
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has the power of death, that is the devil. How can

we conclude from this, that, in inflicting the second

death, the unchanging God will act on a principle

entirely different from that which now actuates Him?

And why should it be thought a thing incredible that

God should raise the dead, who for their sin suffer

the penalty of the second death? Does this death

exceed the power of Christ to overcome it ? Or shall

the greater foe still triumph, while the less, the first

death, is surely overcome ? Who has taught us

thus to limit the meaning of the words, " Death is

swallowed up in victory ? " Is God's " will to save

all men " ' limited to fourscore years, or changed by

that event which we call death, but which we are

distinctly told is His appointed means for our de

liverance? All analogy based on God's past ways

leads but to one answer. But when in addition to this

we have the most distinct promise, that " as in Adam

all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive,"—that

" death shall be destroyed,"—that " there shall be

no more curse," but "all things made new," and

" the restitution of all things ; "—when we are further

told that "Jesus -Christ is the same," that is a

Saviour, " yesterday, to-day, and for the ages ; "—

the veil must be thick indeed upon man's heart, if

spite of such statements " the end of the Lord " is

yet hidden from us.

To me too the precepts which God has given are

1 1 Tim. ii. 4.
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in their way as strong a witness as His direct promises.

Hear the law respecting bondmen,1 and strangers,2

and debtors,3 and widows and orphans,4 and the

punishment of the wicked, which may not exceed forty

stripes, "lest if it exceed, then thy brother should

seem vile unto thee ; " 5 yea even the law respecting

" asses fallen into a pit : " 6—hear the prophets exhort

ing to " break every yoke," to " let the oppressed go

free," and to " undo the heavy burdens : "7—hear the

still clearer witness of the gospel, " not to let the sun

go down upon our wrath,"8 to "forgive not until

seven times, but until seventy times seven,"9 "not

to be overcome of evil, but to overcome evil with

good : " 10 to " walk in love as Christ has loved us,"

and to " be imitators of God as dear children : "u—

see the judgment of those who neglect the poor, and

the naked, and the hungry, and the stranger, and the

prisoner;12—and then say, Shall God do that which

He abhors ? Shall He command that bondmen and

debtors be freed, and yet Himself keep those who

are in worse bondage and under a greater debt in

endless imprisonment? Shall He bid us care for

widows and orphans, and Himself forget this widowed

nature, which has lost its Head and Lord, and those

1 Deut. xv. 12-15. * Exod. xxii. 21 ; Lev. xix. 33, 34.

• Deut. xv. 1, 2, 9. .* Exod. xxii. 22 ; Deut. xxiv. 17.

* Deut. xxv. 2, 3. * Exod. xxi. 33, 34; and xxiii. 4, 5.

' Isa. lviii. 6. -s Eph. iv. 26.

» S. Matt, xviii. 22. ,0 Eom. xii. 21.

11 liinvral eeoC, Eph. v. 1, 2. " S. Matt. xxv. 41-43.
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poor orphan souls which cannot cry, Abba, Father ?

Shall He limit punishment to forty stripes, " lest thy

brother seem vile," and Himself inflict far more upon

those who though fallen still are His children ? Is

not Christ the faithful Israelite, who fulfils the law ;

and shall He break it in any one of these particulars?

Shall He say, "Forgive till seventy times seven,"

and Himself not forgive except in this short life ?

Shall He command us " to overcome evil with good,"

and Himself, the Almighty, be overcome of evil ?

Shall He judge those who leave the captives un-

visited, and Himself leave captives in a worse prison

for ever unvisited ? If He could do this, might not

the adversary reproach, and say, Thou that teachest

and judgest another, teachest thou not thyself? Not

thus will God bejustified. But, blessed be His name,

He shall in all be justified. And when in His day

He opens " the treasures of the hail," and shews what

sweet waters He can bring out of hard hailstones ; '

when He unlocks " the place where light now dwells "

shut up, and reveals what light is hid in darkness

1 Job oxviii. 22. The two questions of the book of Job are,

How can man, and How can God, be justified ? Job's complainings,

in substance, amount to this—How can God be justified in treating

me as He does ? His three friends, who cannot answer this, urge him

rather to ask, How can man be justified ' Elihu answers this latter

question ; and God then answers Job's question by asking him if he

knows what God can bring out of things which at present are dark

and crooked. Job's question is not the sinner's question, but that of

the " perfect man ;" (ch. i. 8.) a question not unacceptable to God,

who declares of Job's three friends, that " they have not spoken of

me the thing which is right, like my servant Job." ch. xlii. 8.
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and hardness, as we see in coal and flint, those silent

witnesses of the dark hard hearts, which God can

turn to floods of light ; when we have " taken dark

ness to the bound thereof," * and have seen not only

how " the earth is full of God's riches," but how He

has "laid up the depths in storehouses ;" 2 in that

day when " the mystery of God is finished," and He

has " destroyed all that which now corrupts the

earth,"3—then shall it be seen how truly God's

judgments are love, and that " in very faithfulness

He hath afflicted us."4

§ III. POPULAR OBJECTIONS.

III. I have thus stated what I see of God's

purpose and way ; and it is, I believe, the key to all

the difficulties and apparent contradictions of Holy

Scripture on this subject. There are however certain

current objections, which have weight with those

who tremble at God's Word. It is said that this

doctrine is opposed to the voice of the Church, to

Reason, and above all to Holy Scripture. If this last

be true, the doctrine cannot stand. God's Word is

the final appeal on this and every other subject.

For the rest, if the Church speak with God, woe to

those who disobey her. But if by reasonings or

traditions she make void the Word of God, " let God

be true, and every man a liar."5

1 Job xxxviii. 19, 20. * Psa. civ. 24 ; and xxriii. 7.

• Rev. xi. 18. * Psa. cxix. 75.

5 Rom. iii. i.
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Let us look at these objections :—

(1) First, it is said that the Church has never

held, but on the contrary has distinctly condemned,

this doctrine. What does this prove, if, though yet

beyond the Church's light, the doctrine is really

taught in Holy Scripture. Many things have been

hid in Scripture for ages. St. Paul speaks of " the

revelation of the mystery, which had been hid from

ages and generations ; " 1 some part of which at least,

though hidden, had been " spoken by the mouth

of all God's holy prophets since the world began." *

There are many such treasures hidden in Scripture,

open secrets like those in nature which are daily

opening to us. But when have God's people as a

body ever seen or received any truth beyond their

dispensation? Take as an instance Israel of old,

whose ways, " ensamples of us," 3 prefigure the

Church of this age. Did they ever receive the call

of the Gentiles, or see God's purpose of love outside

their own election ? A few all through that age

spoke of blessings to the world, and were without

exception judged for such a testimony :—" Which of

the prophets have not your fathers slain? " Was God's

purpose to the Gentiles therefore a false doctrine;

or, because His people did not receive it, was it not

to be found in their own Scriptures ? The doctrine

of " the restitution of all things " is to the Church

1 Rom. xvi. 25, 26 ; Eph. iii. 5.

* Acts iii. 21.

* 1 Cor. x. 6 ; tuttoi fi/iav.
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what " the call of the Gentiles " was to Israel. And

if the Church, like Israel, can see no truth beyond its

own, and has judged those who have been witnesses

to a purpose of love far wider than that of this age,—

which is not to convert the world, as some suppose,

but only " to take out of the nations a people for

God's name," l — is God's purpose, though declared

in Scripture, to be damned as false doctrine, simply

because the Church is blind to it ? Is Israel's path

to teach us nothing? Are men's traditions as to

God's purpose to be preferred to His own unerring

Word ? When I see the Church's blindness at this

day, almost unconscious of the judgment which is

coming on it,—when I see that if I bow to the

decisions of its widest branch, I must receive not

Transubstantiation only, but the Immaculate Con

ception also,—the last of which cuts away the whole

ground of our redemption, for if the flesh which

bore Christ was not ours, His Incarnation does not

profit us,—I can only fall back on that Word, which

in prospect of coming apostasy is commended to

the man of God, as the guide of his steps and the

means to perfect him.8 It is indeed a solemn thing

to differ with the Church, or like Paul to find one

self in a " way which they call heresy," simply by

" believing," not some, but " all the things which

1 Acts xv. 14. Compare S. Matt. xxiv. 14:—" This gospel shall

be preached in all the worldfor a witness to all nations."

1 2 Tim. iii. 14-17. Compare the connexion of this passage with

the opening words of the chapter.

/



76 The Second Death.

are written in the law and in the prophets." l But

the path is not a new one for the sons of God. All

the prophets perished in Jerusalem.8 And above

all the Lord of prophets was judged as a Deceiver,3

by those whom God had called to be His witnesses.

The Church's judgment, therefore, cannot decide a

point like this, especially if it be in opposition to

Holy Scripture.

(2) But the doctrine is further said to be opposed

to Reason. Several arguments are urged by those

whose opinions are entitled to the most respectful

attention. I confess I care little to answer these,

because to me the question simply is, "What saith

the Scripture ; " because too, I know that those who

urge these reasons would instantly abandon them,

if they believed Scripture spoke differently : for I

am sure I may answer for them and say, that no

reasons if opposed to Scripture would weigh with

them ; because, too, if it be made a question of

reasoning, as much may be said against as for the

doctrine of never-ending punishment. Still, as some

of these reasons are perplexing simple hearts, I may

notice those which are most often heard.

(i) The first is, that this doctrine militates against

the atonement, for if all men shall at length be

saved, God became man to redeem from that which

is equally remedied without it.4 Surely, Christ did

1 Acts xxiv. 14. * S. Luke xiii. 33, 34. * S. Matt, rrvii. 63.

4 Pusey's Sermon on Everlasting Punishment, p. 29 ; and Caze-

nove's Essay on Universalism, p. 13.
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not die to save us from nothing. But never will

any believe the redemption by Christ, who do not

believe in hell also.

Now what does it say for the state of the Church,

when men can argue, that if all are saved at last by

Christ, they are saved as well without redemption.

The objection only proves the confusion of thought

which passes current for sound doctrine, and how little

the nature of the fall, and the redemption by Christ,

are really understood. What the Scripture teaches is,

that man by a death to God fell from God under the

power of death and darkness, where by nature he is

for ever lost, as unable to quicken his soul as to raise

again his dead body ; that in this fall God pitied

man, and sent His Son, in whom is life, to be a man

in the place where man was shut up, there to raise

up again God's life in man, to bear man's curse, and

then through death to bring man back in God's life

to God's right hand ; that in His own person, Christ,

the first of all the firstfruits, as man in the life

of God, broke through the gates of death and hell ;

that those who receive Him now through Him obtain

the life by which they also shall rise as firstfruits

of His creatures ; that " if the firstfruits be holy,

the lump is also holy," and that therefore " in Christ

shall all be made alive." But how does it follow

hence that those who are not firstfruits, if saved at

all, are saved without Christ's redemption ? Christ

is and must be the one and only way, by which any

have been, or are, or can be saved. But if when we
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were " dead in sins " and " children of wrath, even

as others," God's Word could quicken and deliver us

out of the horrible pit, that we might be "first-

fruits of His creatures," why should we say He can

not bring back others out of death, though they miss

the glory of being " firstfruits ? " To say that if this

be true, God became man to redeem us from what

is equally remedied without it, and that if " in Christ

all are made alive," their life is not through Christ's

atonement, but independent of it, is simply mis

apprehension of the whole question. But the ob

jection shews how much, or how little, is understood

even by masters of Israel.

The other part of the objection, that " none

believe in redemption who do not believe in hell,"

is true, and shews why some at least are only saved

by being " delivered to Satan." For none are

saved till they know or believe their ruin. Like

the Prodigal, we must come to ourselves before we

come to our Father.1 If therefore yet bound by the

lie, "Ye shall be as Gods," men will not believe

their fall, and that there is, and that their souls are

in, a dark world, the necessary result is they cannot

believe in redemption, for till they believe their fall

they will neither believe nor care for deliverance.

If they will not believe it, they shall know it. And

if belief in hell makes belief in redemption possible,

what if the knowledge of hell should also lead those,

1 S. Luke iv. 17, 20.
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who will not believe, to the knowledge of their state

and of their need of Christ's redemption.

(ii) It is further argued, that, if grace does not,

judgment cannot, save man. How can damnation

perfect those whom salvation has not helped ? Can

hell do more for us than heaven ? What more could

God do for us, that He has not done for us ? i

The answer to this lies simply in what has been

said above, as to the reason why the way of life for

us must be through judgment. We are held captive

by a lie. One part of that lie is that we are as

Gods. The remedy for this is to shew us that we

are ruined creatures. Till we believe or know this,

we cannot return to God. Judgment, therefore, to

shew us what we are, is as needful as the grace

which meets the other part of the serpent's lie, and

shews what God is. Therefore God kills to make

alive. Therefore He turns man to destruction, that

He may say, Return, ye children of man. Therefore

He delivers even Christians to Satan, for the destruc

tion of their flesh, that so they may learn what

grace has not taught them. If we want further

examples, Nebuchadnezzar shews us how judgment

does for man what goodness cannot. Loaded with

gifts, through self-conceit he loses his understanding.

The remedy is to make him as a beast. Then as a

beast he learns what as a man he had not learnt.2

Let the nature of the fall be seen, and the reason

1 Pusey's Sermon, pp. 9, 10. * Dan. iv. 29-34.
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why we are only saved through judgment is at once

manifest. Grace saves none but those who are con

demned ; nor till we have felt the " ministry of

death and condemnation " are we really quickened

by the "ministry of life and righteousness." The

firstfruits from Christ to us are proofs, that by death,

and thus alone, is our salvation perfected. Un

believers, who will not die with Christ, are lost,

because they are not judged here. God cannot do

more than He has done for man. Law and Gospel

are His two covenants. But why may not the Lord,

seeing that He is " Jesus Christ, the same yesterday,

to-day, and for the ages," by the ministry of death

and condemnation do for those, who have not here

received it, that same work of judgment to salvation,

which in the firstfruits is accomplished in this present

world. Blessed be His name, we know He will

subdue all things unto Himself; and though our sin

can turn His blessings into curses, He can no less

turn curses into blessings, by that same power which

through death destroys the power of death.

(iii) But it is further objected, that this doctrine

gives up God's justice ; ' for if all are saved, there

will be no difference between St. Peter and Nero,

virgins and harlots, saints and sinners.2

This again is misapprehension or worse. God's

justice is given up, because He saves by judgment.

1 Cazenove's Essay, pp. 22-24.

2 Jerome, on Jonah iii. 6, 7 ; quoted from Huet's Origeniana, in

Pusey's Sermon, p. 29.
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The conclusion is absurd; but it arises from the

common notion, that we are saved by Christ from

death, instead of by it and out of it. What Scripture

teaches is that man is saved through death ; that the

elect, judging themselves or being judged in this

world,1 by a death to sin are freed from Satan ; that

others not so dying to sin, remain ia the life and

therefore under the curse and power of the dark

world, and are therefore delivered to Satan to be

punished, to know, since they will not believe, their

fall, and their need of God's salvation. But all this

simply asserts the justice of God, that if men will not

be judged here, they must be in the coming world.

For the rest, the statement that according to this

view no distinction is made between St. Peter and

Nero, virgins and harlots, saints and sinners, is not

only untrue,— for is there no distinction between reign

ing with Christ and being cast out and shut up in

hell with Satan ?—but is too like the murmur of the

Elder Son at his brother's return,2 to need any answer

with those who know their own hearts. It is the

old objection of the Pharisee and Jew, who thought

God's truth would fail if sinners of the Gentiles

shared their good things. The objection only shews

where they are who urge it ; and whatever support

it may seem to have from a part of God's Word,—

as a part of God's Word, taken against the rest,

seemed to justify the Jew, and was indeed the very

1 1 Cor. xi. 31, 32. 2 S. Luke xv. 29, 30.
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ground on which he rejected the call of the Gentiles,

—more light will shew that it rests on partial

views, and on a systematic disregard of all those

truths of Scripture, which are beyond the dispensa

tion. Some day we shall see, that " all have come

short," i that as to sin and failure " there is no

difference between the Jew and Greek,"' that the

elect are " by nature children of wrath, even as

others," 3 that if saved at all, first or last we must

be "saved by grace;"4 and this truth will justify

all God's ways, who " hath concluded all in unbelief,

that He might have mercy upon all." 5

(iv) The last argument I notice is that from

analogy. It is said that as unnumbered creatures

in this world fail to attain their proper end, as a

large proportion of seeds never germinate, as many

buds never blossom or reach perfection, so thousands

of our race may also miss their true end, and be for

ever castaways. " For as the husbandman soweth

much seed upon the ground, and planteth many

trees, and yet the thing that is sown good in his

season cometh not up, neither doth all that is planted

take root ; even so is it of all them that are sown in

the world ; they shall not all be saved." 6

Now that countless creatures in their present form

fail to reach that perfection, which some of their

species reach, and which seems the proper end of it,

1 Eom. iii. 23. 2 Rom. x. 12.

» Eph. ii. 3. * Eph. ii. 8.

» Rom. ii. 32. • 2 Esdras viii. 41.
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is a fact beyond all contradiction. Present nature is

both the witness and mirror of man's present state.

But to say that nature out of this failure or de

struction cannot and does not bring forth other and

often fairer forms of life,—that what here fails of its

due end is therefore wholly lost, or for ever shut up in

the imperfect form in which it dies and fails here,—is

opposed to fact and all philosophy. While therefore

it may be fairly argued that many of our race fail to

attain that perfection which is reached by some as

the end of this present life, analogy will never prove

that those who miss this are hopelessly destroyed, or

for ever held in the ruined form or state which they

have fallen into. If this indeed were the conclusion

to be drawn from the failure of some seeds, why not

go further and argue that since death overcomes

every form of life in this world, death and not life

must be the final ruler of the universe. A sad and

most partial reading this of the great mystery. The

truth is, nature is a mirror of the two unseen worlds.

Every form of death, all disease, decay, and failure,

every fruitless seed, each ruined life, is the shadow of

hell, and of the working of that spirit which destroys

and mars God's handiwork. On the other hand all

life and joy, every birth, all that quickens and

supports and helps the creature, is a reflection of

the world of light, and a witness that God is meeting

the disorder. Even death itself, as seen in nature,

does not declare annihilation or never-ending bondage

in any given form of evil. Quite the reverse. Nature

a 2
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says matter cannot perish : it may seem to perish,

but the apparent death is only change of form ; the

change, call it death or what you will, being indeed

the witness of present imperfection, but not of

eternal bondage in that form, nor of destruction or

annihilation when that form perishes. Nature must

be strangely read to draw this lesson from it ; but in

this argument the conclusion depends upon the

extent or limit of our view, and our capacity to read

the book of nature, imperfect readings of which will

always lead us, as in the phenomena of sunrise and

sunset, to conclusions the very opposite to reality.

Analogy, so far from proving that the lost are for

ever shut up in the form of evil where they now are

or may be, declares not only that all things may be

changed, but that what to sense appears destroyed

and worthless, may contain shut up in itself what

is most beauteous and valuable. Think of the

precious things which chemistry brings out of refuse,

—of the flavours, scents, and colours, which are every

day being extracted from what appears worthless.

Who can tell what may yet be wrought by fire?

Fire can free and transform what water cannot

touch. All things shall be dissolved by fire.1 And

even those most fair and least corruptible, as the

precious stones, which are the shadows of the things

of Christ's kingdom,2 shall, like that kingdom, one

day give up their present beauty for a higher glory,

that God may be all in all.

1 2 S. Peter iii. 12. « Exod. xxviii. 17-21 ; Kev. xxi. 19-21.
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(v) The greatest difficulty perhaps of all is that

which meets us from the existence of present evil.

" The real riddle of existence," says an acute thinker,

" the problem which confounds all philosophy, aye,

and all religion too, so far as religion is a thing of

man's reason, is the fact that evil exists at all ; not

that it exists for a longer or a shorter duration. Is

not God infinitely wise and holy and powerful now?

And does not sin exist along with that infinite

holiness and wisdom and power? Is God to become

more holy, more wise, more powerful, hereafter ;

and must evil be annihilated to make room for His

perfections to expand ?" i No doubt the existence of

evil is a difficulty ; but is it so utterly incomprehen

sible ? Is it not plain that the knowledge of evil is

essential to the knowledge and experience of some of

the highest forms of good ; and cannot even reason

see that sin may bring into heaven a meekness and

self-distrust and knowledge of God, which could be

gained in no other way ? Does not all nature shew

that while the origin of evil is unspeakable, death

and corruption may both be means to bring in better

things ? The seed falls into the ground, and dies,

and becomes rotten ; but the result is the resurrection

of many seeds. So the juice of grapes or corn is

put into the still, and thence by decomposition and

fermentation, both forms of corruption, is evolved

a higher and more enduring purity and spirituality.

The existence of evil therefore is not so much the

1 Mansel's Bampton Lectures, lect. vii. p. 222.
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difficulty, as the question, whether, if evil be essen

tial now, it may not be always needful for the same

end. And to this question our reason as yet can give

no answer. Scripture however has an answer, that

though a fall has been permitted, evil shall have

an end, and the creature through God's wondrous

wisdom even by its fall be raised to higher glory.

Scripture distinctly teaches that " the creature was

made subject to vanity, not by its own will, but

through Him who subjected the same in hope;

because the creature itself also shall be delivered

from the bondage of corruption into the glorious

liberty of the children of God." » What St. Paul

says too of an election of grace before the foun

dation of the world, according to a predetermined

purpose of redemption through Christ's precious

blood,2 proves that God's purpose involved and

could only be wrought out through a fall, for without

a fall there can be no redemption. Evil therefore

must subserve some good end—otherwise God could

never permit it, or say, " I form peace, and I create

evil." 3 And though as yet we cannot fully see why

evil is allowed, what we know of God and of His

ways, that there is perfect wisdom and economy in

every part of them, assures us that there can be no

error or mistake, even in that which seems to cause

the ruin of the creature. Meanwhile those who be

lieve that some now bound by death by it are being

brought into more perfect and secure blessedness,

1 Hom. viii. 20, 21. » Eph. i. 4-12. » Isa. xlv. 7.
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by such a creed practically assert that present evil

need not be eternal, since in some at least it shall

be done away. If in some, why not in all? Be

sides, even supposing we could not tell whether

evil might or might not be done away,—supposing

it were proved that it would exist for ever, as es

sential to the training of certain creatures,—this

existence of evil for ever would be a very different

thing from the idea of the infinite or never-ending

punishment of a finite being. But, thank God, we

are not left to guesses. Prophecy announces a day

when there shall be no more curse or death, but all

things made new. In this witness we may rest, spite

of the fact and mystery of present evil.

(vi) I have thus noticed what Reason is supposed

to say against the doctrine of the final restitution

of all men. But to me this is a question only to

be settled by the Word of God ; for with our know

ledge or lack of knowledge of all the mystery of our

being, we are not in a position to argue this point,

or to say exactly what is, or what is not, reasonable.

What saith the Scripture? This is the question,

and the only question I care to ask on this subject.

At the same time I confess that the restitution of all

men, so far from appearing to me unlikely or un

reasonable, seems, spite of the mystery of the origin

and existence of evil, more consistent with what

we know of God than the doctrine of never-ending

punishment. To say that sin, assuming it to be

opposed to God, has the power of creating a world



88 The Second Death.

antagonistic to God as everlasting as He is, attributes

to it a power equal at least to His ; since, according

to this view, souls whom God willed to be saved,

and for whom Christ died, are held in bondage

under the power of sin for ever; and all this in

opposition to the Word of God, which says that

God's Son " was manifested that He might destroy

the works of the devil," i who, if the orthodox view

be right, will succeed in destroying some of the

works of the Son of God for ever.

When I think too of God's justice, which it is

said inflicts, not only millions of years of pain for

each thought or word or act of sin during this short

life of seventy years,—not even millions of ages

only for every such act, but a punishment which

when millions of ages of judgment have been in

flicted for every moment man has lived on earth is

no nearer its end than when it first commenced ;

and all this for twenty, forty, or seventy years of sin

in a world which is itself a vale of sorrow ;—when I

think of this, and then of man, his nature, his weak

ness, all the circumstances of his brief sojourn and

trial in this world ; with temptations without, and a

foolish heart within ; with his judgment weak, his

passions strong, his conscience judging, not helping

him; with a tempter always near, with this world to'

hide a better ;—when I remember that this creature,

though fallen, was once God's child, and that God is

not just only, but loving and long-suffering ;—I can-

1 1 S. John iii. 8.
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not say my reason would conclude, that this creature,

failing to avail itself of the mercy here offered by

a Saviour, shall therefore find no mercy any more,

but be for ever punished .with never-ending tor

ments.

Natural conscience, which with all its failings is

a witness for God, protests against any such awful

misrepresentation of Him. For even nature teaches

that all increase of power lays its possessor under an

obligation to act more generously. Shall not then

the Judge of all the earth do right ? i Shall we say

that sinful men are selfish and guilty, if with wealth

and power they neglect the poor and miserable ; and

yet that God, who is eternal love, shall do what even

sinful men abhor and reprobate ? For shall we, if one

of our children fall and hurt itself, or be lost to us for

years, bitterly reproach ourselves for want of care,

and be tormented with the thought that with greater

watchfulness we might have saved the child,—shall

we if at last he is found, even among thieves, a

sharer of their crimes, still love him as our own

child, make every possible excuse for him, and do

all we can to save him,—shall we, though he be

condemned, plead for him to the end, urging the

strength of those temptations with which he has

been so long surrounded,—and shall not God have at

least the like pity for His lost ones ? Has He left

any of His children in peril of being for ever stolen

from Him ? Can He, if through the seduction of a

1 Gen. xviii. 26.
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crafty tempter some wander for awhile, be content

that they should remain miserable slaves for ever

lost to Him ? All the reason God has given me

says, God could not act thus; and that if His

children are for ever lost, He even more than they

must be miserable. But, as I have said, we have,

thank God, a better guide than our reason, even

God's blessed Word, with its " more sure " promise ;

and because that Word declares man's final restitu

tion, and that God will seek His lost ones " till He

find them,"1 and that therefore a day shall come

when " there shall be no more curse or death," I

gladly accept God's testimony, and look for life and

rest, spite of present death and judgment and de

struction.

(3) But it is said, certain texts of Holy Scripture

are directly opposed to the doctrine of universal

restitution. That they seem opposed is granted. We

have already seen that taken in the letter, text clashes

with text on this subject. All those texts which speak

of " destruction " and "judgment " are explained by

what has been said above as to the way of our sal

vation, and that by death alone God destroys him that

has the power of death. Those passages also which

speak of the " lost," as for example St. Paul's words

at the commencement of his epistle to the Romans,

that "as many as have sinned without law shall

perish without law, and as many as have sinned in

the law shall be judged by the law,"2 are not the

1 S. Luke xv. 4, 8. ! Rom. ii. 12.
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declaration of the final lot of any, but of the state of

all by nature, till through union with Christ they

are made partakers of His redemption. In this lost

state some are held far longer than others, and

therefore are in a special sense " the lost," , as com

pared with the firstborn, who are made partakers of

the first resurrection. But all the saved have once

been lost ; 2 for the Son of Man is come to seek and

save that which was lost.3 The fact therefore that of

these lost, some are lost for a longer or a shorter

period, proves nothing against their final restoration ;

for the Good Shepherd must " go after that which is

lost, until He find it."

There are however other passages which are relied

on as unquestionably affirming never-ending punish

ment. I confess I cannot perfectly explain all these.

But all who are familiar with Biblical controversies

know that this is not a difficulty which is peculiar

to the question of eternal punishment, for there

is scarcely a doctrine of our faith which at first

sight does not seem to clash more or less with

some other plain scripture ; the proof of which is

to be seen in the existence of those countless

sects, which have divided and yet divide Chris

tendom. And when I remember how the opening

of God's method of salvation has already solved for

me unnumbered difficulties,—when I think how the

1 2 Cor. iv. 3 ; rovs airoXAvfjevovs, sometimes translated " them

that perish," as in 1 Cor. i. 18, and 2 Cor. ii. 15.

* S. Luke xv. 24, 32. • S. Luke xix. 10.
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further mystery of the firstborn unveils yet deeper

depths of God's purpose,—I can well believe that

what yet seems contradictory will with further light

be found to be in perfect accordance with the tenour

of the Gospel. And just as evil in Nature and Pro

vidence, which is inexplicable, does not shake my

faith that God is love, or that Nature and Providence

are the work of One Supreme Intelligence, who is

overruling all apparent anomalies in accordance with

an unerring scheme of perfect love and wisdom ; so

the yet unsolved difficulties of Scripture do not

shake my faith in that purpose of God which plainly

is revealed to us. One part of God's Word cannot

really contradict another.

Let us then look at the texts which are chiefly

relied on as teaching the doctrine of everlasting

punishment. It is remarkable that they are in every

case the words of our Lord Himself.

(i) There is, first, the passage respecting the sin

against the Holy Ghost, which our Lord declares

" shall not be forgiven, neither in this world, nor in

that which is to come."1 From this it is concluded

that the punishment for this sin must be never-

ending. But does the text say so ? The whole

passage is as follows :—" Wherefore I say unto you,

all manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven

unto men ; but the blasphemy against the Spirit J shall

not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh

1 S. Matt. xii. 32 ; S. Mark iii. 29 ; S. Luke xii. 10.

1 r) toC wrtiuaros fSAao-qiripia.
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a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven

him ; but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost,

it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this age,1 nor

in the coming one." These words, so far from

proving the orthodox doctrine, that sin not forgiven

here can never be forgiven, distinctly assert,— first,

that all manner of sin and blasphemy shall be for

given to men, — secondly, that some sins, those

namely against the Son of Man, can be forgiven,

apparently in this age,—and thirdly, that other sins,

against the Holy Ghost, cannot be forgiven either

here or in the coming age ; which last words surely

imply that some sins not here forgiven may be

forgiven in the coming age, the sin or blasphemy

against the Holy Ghost not being of this number.

This is what the text asserts ; and it explains why

God has so long withheld the outpouring of His

promised Spirit; for man cannot reject or speak

against the Spirit, until the Spirit comes to act upon

him. God has two ways of teaching men ; first by

His Word, the letter or human form of truth, that is

the Son of Man, in which case a man may reject

God's call without knowing that he is really doing

so ; the other, in and by the Spirit, which convinces

the heart, which therefore cannot be opposed without

leaving men consciously guilty of rejecting God.

To reject this last cuts man off from the life and

light of the coming world. This sin therefore is not

forgiven, " neither in this age, nor in the coming
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one." But the text says nothing of those "ages to

come,"1 elsewhere revealed to us; much less does it

assert that the punishment of sin not here forgiven

is never-ending.

(ii) Again we are referred to the text, "The

wrath of God abideth on him," J as another proof of

never-ending punishment. But the words do not prove

it. The context is, " He that believeth on the Son

hath everlasting life, and he that believeth not the

Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth

on him." The passage speaks of man's state by

nature and grace, and of the results of being pos

sessed by faith or unbelief. Faith receives eternal

life : unbelief rejects it ; and man so long as he is in

unbelief cannot see life, but has God's wrath still

resting on him. But an unbeliever, though, while

he is such, God's wrath abides upon him, may pass

by faith out of the wrath to life and blessedness. If

it were not so, all would be lost ; for the lie of the

serpent has possessed us all, and we are all " by

nature children of wrath even as others." This text

therefore cannot bear the sense some put upon

it. If it could, no man once an unbeliever could

have any hope of life or deliverance. All gospel-

preaching would be in vain, if the unbeliever

could not become a believer. That this text how

ever should be quoted on this subject is significant,

and shews the measure of light which has decided

this question.

1 Eph. ii. 7. * S. John iii. 36.
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(iii) Far more difficult is the passage which

speaks of hell, "where their worm dieth not, and

the fire is not quenched." ' But both the context

of the passage, and the Old Testament use of the

words, convince me that the ordinary interpretation

cannot be the true one. As to the context, the words

which are relied on as teaching the doctrine of never-

ending punishment are directly connected by the

conjunction "For "with a general statement as to

sacrifice. The whole passage runs thus :—" And

whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that

believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone

were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into

the sea. And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off; it

is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than

having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that

never shall be quenched ; 2 where their worm dieth

not, and the fire is not quenched. And if thy foot

offend thee, cut it off; it is better for thee to enter

halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into

hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched ;

where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not

quenched. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it

out ; it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of

God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast

into hell-fire ; where their worm dieth not, and the

fire is not quenched. For every one shall be salted

with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.

Salt is good, but if the salt have lost his saltness,

1 S. Mark ix. 42-50. * rb rvp rb fofrttrrav.
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wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in your

selves, and have peace one with another." Take

the ordinary interpretation, and there is no con

nection between never-ending punishment and the

law here quoted respecting salt in sacrifice. But as

spoken by our Lord the fact or law respecting the

Meat-offering is the reason and explanation of what

is said respecting hell-fire,—" For every one must

be salted with fire, and every sacrifice must be salted

with salt."

Here as elsewhere the law throws light on the

gospel, nor can these words be understood until the

exact nature of the offering which our Lord refers to

is apprehended. Salt, in its nature sharp and biting,

yet preserving from corruption, was expressly re

quired in every Meat-offering ; l this Meat-offering

itself being an adjunct to the Burnt-offering, and,

like it, not a Sin-offering, but a " sweet-savour," and

offered for acceptance ; 2 the Burnt-offering shadow

1 Lev. ii. 13.

s The offeri ngs appointed by theLord were (as I have already noticed ,)

divided into two distinct classes,—first, the sweet-savour offerings,

which were all offered for acceptance ; and secondly, those offerings

which were not of a sweet savour, and which were required as an ex

piation for sin. The first class, comprising the Burnt-offering, the

Meat-offering, and the Peace-offering, were offered on the brazen altar

which stood in the court of the tabernacle. The second class, the Sin

and Trespass-offerings, were not consumed on the altar, but were burnt

on the earth without the camp. In the first class the faithful Israelite

gives a sweet offering to the Lord: in the other the offering is charged

with the sin ofthe offerer. In the Burnt-offering, the Meat-offering, and

the Peace-offering, the offerer came for acceptance as a worshipper.

In the Sin and Trespass-offerings, he came as a sinner to pay the
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ing the fulfilment of man's duty toward God ; the

Meat-offering, his duty toward his neighbour ; both

of which have been fulfilled for us in Christ, and are

to be fulfilled by grace in us His members, as it is

written, "That the righteousness of the law might be

fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh bat after

the spirit." l The passage which we are considering

begins with this, man's duty to his neighbour, and

the peril of offending a little one. " It were better

that a millstone were hanged about one's neck,"

(there is a reference in the "millstone" to the

means used for preparing the Meat-offering—spiritu

ally, to the means ordained by God to help us to

perform our duty to our neighbour,) " and that the

life which offends were even destroyed by force,

than that we should offend or hurt one of these little

ones." Then comes the exhortation to sacrifice

" hand," or " foot," or " eye," lest we come into the

worse judgment, which must be known by those who

will not judge themselves. "For," says our Lord,

thus giving the reason for self-judgment, " every

man," whether he likes it or not, if he is ever to

change his present form and rise to God, " must be

salted with fire." This may be done as a sweet-

savour to God ; though even here " every sacrifice is.

saited with salt,"—for even in willing sacrifice and

penalty of sin and trespass. Unless this distinction and the general

law of the offerings be understood, the force of our Lord's words as

to the " salting with fire" will not be apprehended.

1 Rom. viii. 4.

It
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service there is something sharp and piercing as

salt, namely the correction which truth brings with

it to those who will receive it. But if this be not

accepted, the purgation must yet be wrought, not as

a sweet-savour, but as a sin-offering, where the

bodies are burnt as unclean without the camp;

" for " in some way " every man must be salted with

fire." But all this, so far from teaching never-

ending punishment only points us back to the law of

sacrifice, and to the means which must be used to

make us ascend in a new and more spiritual form

as offerings to Jehovah.

And the Old Testament use of the words, " The

fire shall not be quenched," is still more conclusive

against the common interpretation. The words

occur first in the law of the Offerings, where we

read, " The fire shall ever be burning upon the

altar : it shall never go out ; "—literally, " it shall

not be quenched,"1—the words being exactly the

same as those our Lord quotes here. The self-same

words are then twice used of the overthrow of the

first Jewish temple built by Solomon,2 of Edom,3

of Jerusalem,4 of the house of the king of Judah,5

of the forest of the south,6 and lastly in the passage

here quoted by our Lord from the prophet Isaiah,7

1 Lev. vi. 13; nvp ov <TfStG64\atTai.

1 2 Kings xxii. 17, and 2 Chron. rxxiv. 25.

' Isa xxxiv. 10. * Jer. vii. 20, and xvii. 27.

• l«r. xxi. 12. • Ezek. xx. 47.

7 Isa. lxvi. 24.
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which speaks of the punishment of the wicked at the

period of the latter-day glory. These are the only

places in the Old Testament where the words occur,

and in all these cases except the last they cannot,

and confessedly do not, involve the idea of endless

ness. Why in this one place only is a sense to be

put upon the words, which is untenable in every

other similar passage of the Old Testament.

(iv) But the passage which is perhaps most often

quoted on this question is that which speaks of the

life of the righteous and the punishment of the

wicked alike as " everlasting " :—" These shall go

away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous

into life eternal." ' The word here used, and which

in our version is translated " eternal " -and " ever

lasting," is in either case the same in the original.*

Hence it is argued, that " whatever be the meaning

of the word in the case of the lost, the same must be

its meaning in the case of the saved ; and our cer

tainty of never-ending bliss for penitent believers is

gone, if the word bears not the same signification in

the case of the impenitent and unbeheving." 3

This at first sight seems to have some weight.

Yet if it can be shewn, (as we have shewn,4) that the

word here used is in other Scriptures applied to what

1 S. Matt. xrv. 46. * aliirtos.

' Pastoral Letter of the Archbishop of Canterbury, dated March

14, 1864, p. 7. A similar statement is to be found in the Pastoral

Letter of the Archbishop of York, p. 14.

* Pp. 48-55, above.

H 2
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iH not eternal, we may be pardoned for thinking it

cannot mean eternal here; the rather as, if it did,

this text would contradict other plain statements of

the same Scripture. Nor, as I have said, does this

affect the true eternity of bliss of the redeemed,

which is based on participation with Christ in His

risen life, and is distinctly affirmed in other plain

Scriptures, such as, "Neither can they die any

more, but are children of God, being children of the

resurrection." i The truth is that this word describes

not the quantity or duration, but the quality, of that

of which it is predicated. I need not here repeat

the proofs of this. But I may add that the word

which in this passage we translate " punishment," 2

and which in its primary sense means simply " prun

ing," is always used for a corrective discipline, which

is for the improvement of him who suffers it. Those

who hold the common view of the endlessness of

punishment are obliged to confess this ; 3 and this of

1 S. Luke xx. 36. 2 mfAmrij.

» " Of the two words, Ttpicpia and n6\<uris," (says the present Arch

bishop of Dublin, in his Synonyms of the New Testament, p. 30,) " in

ripupia, according to its classical use, the vindicative character of

the punishment is the predominant thought; it is the Latin 'ultio;'

punishment as satisfying the inflicter's sense of outraged justice, as

defending his own honour, and that of the violated law ; herein its

meaning agrees with its etymology, being from rip.ii, and ovpos, ipda,

the guardianship or protectorate of honour. In K6Kao-is, on the

other hand, is more the notion of punishment as it has reference to

the correction and bettering of him that endures it ; (see Philo, Leg.

ad. Cai. § 1.) it is ' castigatio,' and has naturally for the most part

a milder use than Ttp.upta. Thus we find Plato (Protag. 323, u)
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itself proves that their doctrine is untenable; for

any punishment, be it for a longer or a shorter

time, would not be corrective discipline, but quite

another thing, if it left those who were so corrected

unimproved and lost for ever. May we not then

from this very passage prove that while they are

doubly blessed who go away at the first resurrection

into eternal life, they are not wholly unblessed who

go away into punishment, and are "delivered to

Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme." •

(v) There is yet another text often quoted on

this question :—" Good were it for that man, if he

had not been born." i This it is said is a proof of

never-ending punishment, since, it would be good to

be born, if, even after ages of suffering, men could

at last be restored to see God. Here again the

letter is a veil, as in the prophetic declaration,

" Jacob have I loved, and Esau have I hated ; " 2 nor

joining Kosdaeis and coufler^creij together: and the whole passage to

the end of the chapter is eminently instructive as to the distinction

between the words ; . . . . with all which may be compared an in

structive chapter in Clement of Alexandria, (Strom, iv. 24 ; and again

vii. 16,) where he defines Kohdaeis as fupmal iraiSuai, and Ti/iaspia as

Ktucov ayrmrdSoais. And this is Aristotle's distinction. (Rhet. i. 10.)

... It is to these and similar definitions that Aulus Gellius refers,

&c. (Noct. Att. vi. 14.)"

Having thus clearly stated and proved what the exact meaning of

KiJAa<rij is, the Archbishop proceeds as follows:—" It would be a very

serious error however to attempt to transfer this distinction in its

entirenoss to the words as employed in the New Testament ;" that is,

it would be a serious error to give the word its proper sense. To

such shifts is orthodoxy driven.

1 S. Matt. xxvi. 24. J Mai. i. 2 ; Rom. ix. 13.
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will the words in either case be understood, until we

see what men are really spoken of. Esau, the carnal

first-born, like Israel, whom he figured, and of whom

in this relation it is said, " Let their eyes be darkened

that they may not see, and bow down their back

alway," (words which in the Psalm immediately

precede the passage which is quoted by St. Peter in

reference to the traitor Judas,1) though hated for

awhile, and " as concerning the gospel enemies for

our sakes, are yet beloved for the fathers' sakes," 2 and

therefore blessed according to the word, " By faith

Isaac blessed both Jacob and Esau concerning things

to come,"3 for God our Father, like Isaac, has more

than one blessing.4 So the betrayer here, of whom

the same passage is quoted, " Let his habitation be

desolate, and let no man dwell therein," is that same

carnal first-born, whose life and ways Judas expresses,

and whose " fall," like Israel's, as it has been " the

riches of the world,"5 shall yet more shew the Lord's

riches. In the passage referred to,—"The Son of

Man goeth, as it is written of Him ; but woe to that

man, by whom the Son of Man is betrayed : it had

been good for that man if he had not been born,"—

two men, and only two, are spoken of; "the Son of

Man," and " that man " by whom the Son of Man is

1 Compare Psalm Ixix. 23, 25, with Rom. xi. 10, andActs i. 19,20.

The same passage is applied by S. Paul to Israel, and by S. Peter to

Judas.

» Bom. xi. 28. • Heb. xi. 20.

* Gen. xxvii. 38. * Rom. xi. 12.
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betrayed. Here are " the old man " and " the new,"

" man " and " the Son of Man," of whom the one is

always the betrayer of the other. Of these the one

is the man of sin, the son of perdition, who cannot

be saved, but must die and go to his own place ; for

flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom, neither

doth corruption inherit incorruption. Good had it

been for this man, if he had not been born ; but

better is it that he has been born, that God might

bring in better things.1 The evil shall work for

good, and pass away ; while the results shall be for

ever glorious. For all that rose in Adam falls in

Christ, even as all that fell in Adam rose again in

Christ. The evil is only for awhile. " I have seen

the wicked in great power, and spreading himself

abroad like a green bay-tree ; yet he passed away,

and lo, he was not : yea, I sought him, but he could

not be found."2

(vi) But all this, it is said, is opposed to the

obvious sense of Scripture ; and Scripture having

been given for simple and unlettered men, the

simplest sense must be the true one : at all events

any sense which is not obvious cannot be relied on.

This objection is urged by some as though it were

1 It ought not to be overlooked too, that in the passage under

consideration, " Good were it for that man if he had not been born,"

the word we translate " good " is KaKbv, not aya66v. This surely is

not by chance. And I think I see an obvious reason for the choice of

the word KaAbv here rather than ir/a06v. The KaKhv may be missed,

while the kyaibv may by Almighty grace be yet obtainable.

2 Psa. xxxvii. 35, 36.
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unanswerable. But is the so-called obvious sense of

our Lord's words always the right one? Let any

one consider the New Testament quotations from the

Old, and say whether the passages so quoted are

applied or interpreted in their obvious sense. Have

we not seen also that again and again, as in our

Lord's words respecting leaven, and eating His flesh,

and buying a sword, and the sleep of Lazarus, and

the destroying and rebuilding of the temple,—not to

speak of His usual parabolic style, which was ex

pressly used to hide even while it revealed heavenly

mysteries,' —the so-called obvious or literal sense is

beyond all question not the true one. Besides the

difficulty on this point, as we have seen, is that

Scripture seems to bear two different testimonies ;

here saying that the wicked shall be condemned and

perish ; there declaring that all death shall be done

away. God's two ministrations of law and gospel,

and the reason for each, if we understand His pur

pose in them, explain the difficulty. But understood

or not, the fact remains, that Scripture on this point

contains apparent contradiction. Those therefore

who speak so glibly of " the obvious sense of Scrip

ture " forget how many texts must be ignored, before

the doctrine of never-ending punishment can be

shewn to be the mind of God. But it is in Scripture

as in the books of Nature and Providence. Sense-

readings will never solve the difficulty. Who, as he

looks for the first time at death, would believe, that

1 S. Matt, xiii. 10-14.
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this and this only is the way to fuller, better, life ?

The fact is, it is not enough to have a revelation.

We need eyes also and hearts to read that revelation.

And those who have most studied any of the books

which God has given us, know that so far from the

obvious sense being in every case the true one, all

our sense-readings are more or less fallacious and

untrustworthy, and must be corrected again and

again, if we would possess the real truth. Some

have proved this in one field, some in another. All

must prove it if they will go onward to perfection.

(vii) There is yet one other objection. It may

be said,—If you go so far as to hope for the final

salvation of all men, irrespective of what they have

done or have been here, why not go further, and say

that devils may be saved, for if Old Adam can be

redeemed, why not lost spirits also ? Have not bad

men the devil's nature in them ? Are they not called

" the children of the wicked one ? " l Is not the

same evil nature in all God's children, till it is

slain?2 Yet has not the Lord died for all, that by

His death He might destroy that evil nature and

deliver them ? And if this nature can be slain and

changed3 in us, why not in Satan and the fallen

angels? Shall the Jews be saved, whom our Lord

calls "serpents" and "vipers,"4 and of whom He

says, "Ye are of your father the devil,"5 "How can

1 S. Matt, xiii. 38. • Eph. ii. 3.

1 Notice the language, "perish and be changed," used in reference

to present nature, in Heb. i. 11, 12.

4 S. Matt, xxiii. 33. * S. John viii. 44.
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ye escape the damnation of hell;" and shall God

have no salvation for those, who, though now lost,

have once been " perfect in beauty, full of wisdom?" l

Was not Satan " the anointed cherub, which cover-

eth, with every precious stone upon him ;" and is he

not, though " his heart was lifted up because of his

beauty, and he has corrupted himself by reason of

his brightness,"4 yet a fallen son, against whom

" even Michael, the archangel, durst not bring a

railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee." 3

Where do we read that there can be no hope for

such? Is it not rather distinctly written, that

though " the Lord shall punish the host of the high

ones which are on high, and they shall be gathered

in a pit and shut up in prison, yet after many days

they shall be visited."4 Are not therefore "the

dragons and the deeps" called to "praise the

Lord;"5 yea, are not "the depths laid up in store

houses ? " 6 And who is that king who builds the city

of confusion, who has God's prophet for his servant

and his teacher, who for his pride is as a beast till

seven times pass over him, who yet at last regains

his reason and his kingdom ;T that king of whom the

Lord says, " Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, hath

devoured me, he hath crushed me, he hath made me

like an empty vessel, he hath swallowed me up like

1 Ezek. xxviii. 12. 2 Ezek. xxviii. 14-17.

s S. Jude 9. * Isa. xxiv. 21, 22.

* Psa. cxlviii. 7. * Psa. xxxiii. 7.

» Dan. it. 34-37.
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a dragon, he hath filled his belly with my delicacies,

he hath cast me out?"1 The "Lord shall indeed

slay the dragon that is in the sea,"a and "by death

destroy him that has the power of death, that is the

devil;"3 but who can tell but that as death is the

way of life for us, so also it may be with that first

great offender, who " robbed his father, and said, It

is no transgression." 4 Who but Adam and Lucifer

are the two thieves crucified with Christ ? And

though to one only was it said, " To-day shalt thou

be with me in paradise," 5 what proof have we that

the other shall never find mercy? Was not the

blood of the Lamb of God shed on the cross to

" take away the sin of the world ?"6 If so, what is

the sin of the world? When did it commence?

And why is not the sin of "the prince of this

world"7 to be included in "the sin of the world?"

Is not the Church called with her Head to "judge

angels ?"8 And if the judgment of the earth shall be

its restoration,9 why should not the judgment of

angels in like manner be their restoration, according

to the promise, " By Him to reconcile all things unto

Himself, whether they be things on earth or things

in heaven?"10

To all this, I have nothing to say in reply ; but I

confess I cannot see that trod would be dishonoured

1 Jer. li. 34. * Isa. xrvii. 1.

* Heb. ii. 14. * Prov. xxviii. 24.

» S. Luke xxiii. 43. « S. John i. 29.

' S. John xiv. 30. ' 1 Cor. vi. 3.

• Pea. xcvi. 10-13, and xcviii. 3-9. 10 Col. i. 20.
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by such a conclusion of the great mystery. " For

if," as Paul says, " the ministration of condemna

tion be glory, much more shall the ministration of

righteousness exceed in glory." ' And when I think

of the change which can be wrought in us,—when I

see that man contains all worlds, and is indeed the

hieroglyphic of the universe,—that not only the seen

and unseen, matter and spirit, time and eternity, but

hell and heaven, and the life of each, as well as the

life of earth, all are in him ; when I see that Lucifer

and Adam, the two first great offenders, the one in

his male, the other in his female, property, are

but the prototypes of the two roots of evil in us, the

one of our fallen spirit, the other of our fallen soul

and body, and that in the elect, who are first-fruits,

this hellish life can be transformed, that the selfish,

envious, proud, and wrathful spirit, which hated

God, can by a death to sin be brought back to God's

image, and that this vile body, after all its abomina

tions and uncleannesses, can be changed like to Christ's

glorious body, according to the power whereby He is

able to subdue even all things unto Himself; when I

know that He who has this power is Love, I for one

cannot limit what God shall do in grace, or say that

this or that lost one shall for ever be cut off from

His mercy. This at least is certain, that the seven

nations of Canaan, whom Israel was called to judge,

that they might possess the land beyond Jordan,

are the appointed figure in Scripture of those

] 2 Cor. iii. 9.
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" wicked spirits in heavenly places," i with whom the

Church's conflict is throughout this present age.

Yet in a later age they shared a common mercy, and

one at least of this cursed race displayed a faith not

to he found in Israel.8 If they, so cursed, and to

be judged without pity, could yet find mercy in a

later age, shall not our enemies also, with whom we

fight with the sword of the Spirit, in due time

through judgment find mercy. And though the

Church of this age, which, brought up like Jonah

out of the belly of hell, may like Jonah be angry,

because the judgment threatened has not fallen as

it expected, God will justify His mercy to that vast

assembly, where there are, as He says, so many who

cannot discern between their right hand and their

left, not to speak of those who are as beasts before

Him.3

§ IV. CONCLUDING REMARKS.

IV. Such then seems to be the testimony of Scrip

ture as to the purpose and way of God our Saviour.

That it will be judged as false doctrine by those,

who, like Israel of old, can see no purpose of God

beyond their own dispensation, is as certain as that

Israel slew the prophets, and rejected the counsel of

God toward sinners of the Gentiles ; that it will be

hateful also to fallen spirits may be seen from the

way in which proud souls in every age rebel against

1 Eph. vi. 12. 2 S. Matt. xv. 22-28. s Jonah iv. 11.
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the gospel. Their thought is that they shall con

tinue for ever. Very humbling is it to think that

all their pride and rebellion must be overthrown.

But if it be God's purpose, it shall stand, and each

succeeding age shall make it more manifest. Mean

while He says, " He that hath my word, let him

speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff to the

wheat? saith the Lord." i I do not fear therefore that

the declaration of God's righteousness and love will

lead men, as some suppose, to think less of Him.

"We are saved by hope;"2 not by fear. It is the

lie, that He is a destroyer and does not love us,

which has kept and yet keeps souls from Him. And

though some argue that the doctrine of final restitu

tion, even supposing it to be true, ought not to be

whispered, except with great reserve, because men

will abuse it, I cannot but think their prudence

unwise, and that the truth, when God has revealed

it, may be trusted to do its own work. Of course

this truth, like every other, may be abused. What

good thing is there which may not be perverted.

The Bible and the gospel itself may be wrested to

men's destruction, and Christ Himself be made a

savour of death to those He died for. But surely

this is no reason for locking up the Bible or the

gospel, or for keeping back or denying any truth

which God has graciously revealed to us. And

when I think of past objections to the gospel,

1 Jer. xxiii. 28. » Rom. viii. 24.
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that if grace is preached, men will abuse it and

sin that grace may more abound,—when I re

member how the doctrine of justification by faith

has been opposed, on the ground that it must

undermine all practical godliness,—when I see

how God's election, clearly as it is revealed in

Holy Scripture, is denied by some, who, wiser than

God, think that such a doctrine must be perilous to

man and opposed to God's love and truth,—I have

less faith in the supposed consequences of any doc

trine, assured, that, if it be only true, its truth must

in the end justify it. I rather believe that if the

exactness of final retribution were understood, if men

saw that so long as they continue in sin they must

be under judgment, and that only by death to sin

are any delivered, they could not pervert the gospel

as they now do, nor abuse that preaching of the

Cross which is indeed salvation.

I cannot but think too that this doctrine of final

restitution would meet much of the hopeless scepti

cism which is certainly increased by this dogma of

never-ending punishment. Men turn from the gos

pel and from the Scriptures, not knowing what they

contain, offended at the announcement, which shocks

them, that God who is love consigns all but a " little

flock," the " few who find the narrow way," to end

less misery. Even true believers groan under the

burden which this doctrine, as it is commonly re

ceived, must lay on all thoughtful and unselfish

minds. " For my part," says Henry Rogers, " I
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fancy I should not grieve, if the whole race of man

kind died in its fourth year. As far as we can see,

I do not know that it would be a thing much to be

lamented."1 "The same gospel," says Isaac Taylor,

"which penetrates our souls with warm emotions,

dispersive of selfishness, brings in upon the heart a

sympathy that tempts us often to wish that itself

were not true, or that it had not taught us so to

feel."2 Even more affecting are the words of Albert

Barnes, as a witness to the darkness of the ordinary

orthodox theology :—" These and a hundred difficul

ties meet the mind, when we think on this great

subject ; and they meet us when we endeavour to

urge our fellow sinners to be reconciled to God, and

to put confidence in Him. I confess for one that

I feel these, and feel them more sensibly and

powerfully the more I look at them, and the longer

I live. I do not know that I have a ray of light on

this subject, which I had not when the subject first

flashed across my soul. I have read to some extent

what wise and good men have written. I have looked

at their theories and explanations. I have endea

voured to weigh their arguments, for my whole soul

pants for light and relief on these questions. But I

get neither ; and in the distress and anguish of my

own spirit, I confess that I see no light whatever.

I see not one ray to disclose to me the reason why

1 Professor Henry Rogers, in Greyson's Letters. Letter vii., to

C. Mason, Esq., vol. i. p. 34.

2 Isaac Taylor's Restoration of Belief, p. 367.



Concluding Remarks. 113

sin came into the world, why the earth is strewed

with the dying and the dead, and why man must

suffer to all eternity." '

Such confessions are surely sad enough ; but they

do not and cannot express one thousandth part of the

horror which the idea of never-ending misery should

produce in every loving heart. As Archer Butler

says, " Were it possible for man's imagination to

conceive the horrors of such a doom as this, all

reasoning about it would be at an end ; it would

scorch and wither all the powers of human thought."3

Indeed human life would be at a stand, could this

doctrine of eternal punishment be realized. Can

such a doctrine then be really true? If it be, let

men declare it always and in every place. But if it

be simply the result of a misconception of God's

Word, it is high time that the Church awake to truer

readings of it.

It is not for me to judge God's saints who have

gone before. Their judgment is with the Lord, and

their work with their God. But when I think of the

words, not of the carnal and profane, but even of

some of God's dear children in that long night, when

" the beast " which looked " like a lamb, but spake as

a dragon," had dominion,3—when I find Augustine

saying, that " though infants departing from the body

without baptism will be in the mildest damnation of

1 Albert BarneB' Practical Sermons, p. 123.

2 Sermons, Second Series, p. 383.

' Rev. xiii. 11.

I
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all, yet he greatly deceives and is deceived who

preaches that they will not be in damnation," mean

ing thereby unending punishment ; i or Thomas

Aquinas, that " the bliss of the saved may please

them more, and they may render more abundant-

thanks to God for it, that they are permitted to gaze

on the punishment of the wicked ;" 2 or Peter

Lombard, that "the elect, while they see the un

speakable sufferings of the ungodly, shall not be

affected with grief, but rather satiated with joy at

the sight, and give thanks to God for their own

salvation ;" 3 or Luther, that " it is the highest de

gree of faith to believe that God is merciful, who

saves so few and reprobates so many ; to believe Him

just, who of His own will makes us necessarily damn

able ;" 4—when I remember that such men have said

1 " Potest proinde recte dici, parvulos sine baptismo de corpore

ententes in damnatione omnium mitissima futures. Multum autem

fallit et fallitur, qui eos in damnatione prsedicat non futuros, &c."

—De peccatorum mentis, lib. i. cap. 16, § 21. Augustine constantly

repeats this doctrine.

2 " Unumquodque ex comparatione contrarii magis cognoscitur,

quia contraria juxta se posita magis elucescunt, et ideo ut beatudo

sanctorum eis magis complaceat, et de ea uberiores gratias Deo

agant, datur eis ut pcenam impiorum perfeote videant."— Summa,

Part iii. Suppl. Qusest. 94, Art. i.

' " Egredientur ergo electi ad videndum impiorum cruciatus, quos

videntes non dolore afficientur, sed laetitia satiabuntur, agentes

gratias de sua liberatione, visa impiorum ineffabili calamitate."

—Sentent. lib. iv. distinct. 5, o.

4 "Hie est fidei summus gradus, credere ilium clementem, qui

tam paucos salvat, tam multos damnat, credere justum, qui sua

voluntate nos necessario damnabiles facit," &c.—De servo arbitrio,

% 23, Opp. torn. iii. fol. 176. Jhenae, 1557.
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such things, and that words like these have been

approved by Christians, I can only fall down and

pray that such a night may not return, and that

where it yet weighs on men's hearts the Lord may

scatter it.

After all I must conclude as I began. The ques

tion is, What saith the Scripture ? If these hard views

of God are indeed the truth, let men not only believe

them, but proclaim them ceaselessly. If they are

only misconceptions of the truth, idols of man's

mind, as false and contrary to the revelation God

has made of Himself in Christ as the idols of stone

and wood and gold and silver were to the law of

Moses, may the Spirit of our God utterly destroy

them everywhere, and change our darkness into

perfect day. No question can be of greater moment,

nor can any theology which blinks the question meet

the cravings which are abroad, and which I cannot

but believe are the work of God's Spirit. The

question is in fact, whether God is for us or against

us ; and whether, being for us, He is stronger than

our enemies. May He guide us into His own truth,

and as a means open to us yet more His Holy Scrip

tures, which, like the world around, contain unknown

and undiscovered treasures, even the unsearchable

riches of Christ, which are laid up for lost creatures.

I remain,

Yours most truly,

M. A.

I 2
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POSTSCRIPT.

P.S.—I add one or two extracts from William

Law, which bear more or less directly on the subject

of the preceding pages. Speaking of the fall, he

says,—

" I have thus shewn the glory of man's original

state in Paradise, and the lamentable change that

the fall has brought upon him. From a divine and

heavenly creature he is so wretchedly changed as to

have inwardly the nature and dark fire of the devils,

and outwardly the nature of all the beasts, a slave of

this outward world, living at all uncertainties amongst

pains, fears, sorrows, and diseases, till his body, is

forced to be removed from our sight and hid in the

earth.

And this was the state of his soul after the fall,

when the birth of the Son of God, and the proceed

ing of the Holy Ghost, were no more to be found or

felt in it. It was in the state and condition of the

devils, who in their fallen nature are from flames of

love become this spiritual, dark, raging, aching fire-

breath, that can draw no light of love into it.

And the reason why even the most profligate

persons do not fully know and perceive their souls to

be in this miserable state, is because the soul, though

thus fallen, was still united to the blood of a human
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body, and therefore the sweet and cheering light of

the sun could reach the soul, and do that for it in

some degree, and for some time, which it does to the

darkness, sharpness, sourness, bitterness, and wrath,

which is in outward nature ; that is, it could enlighten,

sweeten, and clear it in a certain degree. But as this

is not its own life, that is does not arise in the soul

itself, but only reaches it by means of the body, so if

the soul hath in this present time got no light of its

own, when the death of the body breaks off its com

munion with the light of this world, the soul is left

a mere dark, raging fire, in the state of devils. If

therefore the light of this world were to be at once

extinguished, all human souls that are not in some

real degree of regeneration would immediately find

themselves to be nothing but the rage of fire and the

horror of darkness.

Now though the light and comfort of this outward

world keeps even the worst of men from any con

stant, strong sensibility of that wrathful, fiery, dark,

and self-tormenting nature, which is the very essence

of every fallen, unregenerate soul, yet every man in

the world has more or less frequent and strong inti

mations given him that so it is with him in the in

most ground of his soul. How many inventions are

some people forced to have recourse to, to keep off a

certain inward uneasiness which they are afraid of,

and know not whence it comes. Alas, it is because

there is a fallen spirit, a dark aching fire within them,

which has never had its proper relief, and is trying to
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discover itself and calling out for help at every ces

sation of worldly joy.

Why are some people, when under heavy disap

pointments or some great worldly shame, at the very

brink of distraction, unable to bear themselves, and

desirous of death of any kind ? It is because worldly

light and comforts no longer acting sweetly upon the

blood, the soul is left to its own dark, fiery, raging

nature, and would destroy the body at any rate, ra

ther than continue under such a sensibility of its own

wrathful, self-tormenting fire.

Who has not at one time or other felt a sourness,

wrath, selfishness, envy, and pride, which he could

not tell what to do with or how to bear, rising up

without his consent, casting a blackness over all his

thoughts, and then as suddenly going off again, either

by the cheerfulness of sun and air, or some agreeable

accident, and again at times as suddenly returning

upon him ? Sufficient indications are these to every

man that there is a dark guest within him, concealed

under the cover of flesh and blood, often lulled asleep

by worldly light and amusements, yet such as will

in spite of everything shew itself, and which, if it

have not its proper cure in this life, must be his tor

ment in eternity. And it was because of this hidden

hell within us that our blessed Lord said when on

earth, and says now to every soul, 'Come unto me, all

ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give

you rest.' For as the soul is become this self-tor

menting fire only because the birth of the Son of God
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was extinguished in it by our first parents, so there is

no other possible remedy for it, either in heaven or

earth, but by its coming to this Son of God to be

born again of Him.

Oh poor unbelievers, that content yourselves with

this foundation of hell in vour nature, or either seek

for no salvation, or, what is worse, turn your backs

with disregard on the One Only Saviour that God

Himself can help you to, think not of saving your

selves : it is no more in your power than to save the

fallen spirits that are in hell. And talk not of the

mercy and goodness of God. His mercy is indeed

infinite, and His goodness above all conception ; but

then the infiniteness of it consists in this that He

offered this Saviour to mankind, because in the nature

of things nothing less than this Saviour could redeem

them. Therefore to choose or rely upon some other

goodness of God beside that which He has offered

to us in Jesus Christ, is the most dreadful mistake

that can befall any man, and must, if persevered in,

leave him out of the possibility of any kind or degree

of salvation. For as the Son of God is the bright

ness and glory of the Father, so no soul made in the

likeness of God is capable of any degree of bright

ness and glory but so far as the birth of the Son of

God is in it : therefore to reject this birth, to refuse

this method of redemption, is to reject all the good

ness that the Divine Nature itself hath for us." l

1 Grounds of Christian Regeneration, pp. 11-15.
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" And yet the Love that brought forth the existence

of all things changes not through the fall of its crea

tures, but is continually at work to bring back all fallen

nature and creature. All that passes for a time between

God and His fallen creature is but one and the same

thing, working for one and the same end, and though

this is called ' wrath,' and that called ' punishment,'

' curse,' and ' death,' it is all from the beginning to

the end nothing but the work of the first creating

Love, and means nothing else, and does nothing else,

but those works of purifying fire, which must and

alone can burn away all that dark evil which sepa

rates the creature from its first-created union with

God. God's providence, from the fall to the resti

tution of all things, is doing the same thing as when

He said to the dark chaos of fallen nature, ' Let there

be light.' He still says, and will continue saying, the

same thing, till there is no evil of darkness left in

nature and creature. God creating, God illuminat

ing, God sanctifying, God threatening and punishing,

God forgiving and redeeming, are all but one and

the same essential, immutable, never-ceasing work

ing of the Divine Nature. That in God, which illu

minates and glorifies saints and angels in heaven, is

that very same working of the Divine Nature, which

wounds, pains, punishes, and purines, sinners upon

earth. And every number of destroyed sinners,

whether thrown by Noah's flood or Sodom's brimstone

into the terrible furnace of a life insensible of any

thing but new forms of misery until the judgment
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day, must through the all-working, all-redeeming

love of God, which never ceases, come at last to

know that they had lost and have found again such

a God of love as this.

And if long and long ages of fiery pain and tor

menting darkness fall to the share of many or most

of God's apostate creatures, they will last no longer

than till the great fire of God has melted all arrogance

into humility, and all that is self has died in the

bloody sweat and all-saving cross of Christ, which

will never give up its redeeming power till sin and

sinners have no more a name among the creatures

of God. And if long ages hereafter can only do

that, for a soul departing this life under a load of

sins, which days and nights might have done for a

most hardened Pharaoh or a most wicked Nero whilst

in the body, it is because, when flesh and blood are

taken from it, the soul has only the strong apostate

nature of fallen angels, which must have its place in

that blackness of darkness of a fiery wrath that burns

in them and in their kingdom.

To prevent this and make us children of the first

resurrection, Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of

God, came into the world, and died, and rose again

for us. . . . Does not this speak plainly enough what

it was that man lost by his fall, namely the birth of

the Son of God in his soul. And therefore it was

that the Son of God alone, and He only by the

cross, could be man's Redeemer." '

1 Address to the Clergy, pp. 171-173, slightly abridged.
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"For in very deed the new birth is a new man,

whether Christ for us, or Christ in us, which is

formed by the Divine Word. And this new man

is ' he that is born of God and cannot sin,' because

he has no sin in his nature. This is ' he that over-

cometh the world,' because he is of a divine nature,

and is both contrary to the world, and above it.

This is he who can alone ' love his brother as him

self,' because the love of God abideth in him. The

old natural man is of this world, and enlightened

only with the light of this world : he is shut up in

his own envy, pride, and wrath, and can only escape

from these by the cross of Christ, that is by dying

with Him. This is the 'self that our Saviour calls

on us to deny—this is the 'self that we are to

'hate' and 'lose,' that the kingdom of God may

come in us, that is, that God's will may be done

in us. All other sacrifices that we make, whether of

worldly goods, honours, or pleasures, are but small

matters compared to that death of self, spiritual as

well as natural, which must be made before our re

generation hath its perfect work." i

" Let no one therefore take offence at the opening

of this mystery, as if it brought anything new into

religion ; for it has nothing new in it ; it alters no

point of gospel-doctrine, but only sets each article of

the old Christian faith upon its true ground, pressing

1 Grounds of Christian Regeneration, pp. 69 and 99.
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nothing more than this, namely the necessity, if we

would be saved, of the opening of the life of God

within us, and of a death to that life of self which

keeps us far from God. Suffer me therefore once

more to beseech you, as I have so often said, not to

receive this mystery as a mere notion, nor, as the

world has for the most part done with the Bible, to

make it a matter of opinion or speculation. This

and every other doctrine is useless, and worse than

useless, unless it teaches that Truth can have no real

entrance into you except so far as you die to self and

to your earthly nature. The gospel says all this to

you in the plainest words, and the mystery only

shews you that the whole system of the universe says

the same thing. To be a true student or disciple of

the mystery is to be a disciple of Christ; for it

calls you to nothing but the gospel, and wherever

it enters, either into the height or depth of nature,

it is only to confirm those words of Christ, ' He that

followeth me not, walketh in darkness,' and ' Unless

a man deny himself, and forsake all that he hath,

he cannot be my disciple.' This is the philosophy

opened in this mystery. It is not to lead you after

itself, but to compel you by every truth of nature to

turn to Christ, as the one Way, the one Truth, the

one Life and Salvation of the soul ; not as notionally

apprehended or historically known, but as experi

mentally found, living, speaking, and working, in

your soul. Eead as long or as much as you will
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of this mystery, it is all labour lost, if you intend

anything else by it, or would be anything else from

it, but a man dead to sin and to the world, that

you may live unto God through Jesus Christ our

Lord." '

1 Way to Divine Knowledge, pp. 255-258, abridged.
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Institution. By Max Muller, M.A. Taylorian Professor in the University

of Oxford. First Seeies, Fifth Edition, 12s. Second Series, 18s.

CHAPTERS on LANGUAGE. By Frederic W. Farrar, F.R.S. late

Fellow of Trin. Coll. Cambridge, Author of ' The Origin of Language,' &e.

Crown 8vo. 8s. 6d.

The DEBATER ; a Series of Complete Debates, Outlines of Debates,

and Questions for Discussion. By F. Rowton. Fcp. 6s.

A COURSE of ENGLISH READING, adapted to every taste and

capacity; or. How and What to Bead. By the Rev. J. Pycropt, B.A.

Fourth Edition. Fcp. 5s.

MANUAL of ENGLISH LITERATURE, Historical and Critical. By

Thomas Arnold, M.A. New Edition, thoroughly revised. Crnwn 8vo.

[Nearly ready.

SOUTHETS DOCTOR, complete in One Volume. Edited by the Rev.

J. W. Waetee, B.D. Square crown 8vo. 12s. 6d.

HISTORICAL and CRITICAL COMMENTARY on the OLD TESTA-

MENT ; with a New Translation. By M. M. Kalisch, Ph.D. Vol. I.

Genesis, 8vo. 18s. or adapted for the General Reader, lis. Vol. II. Exodus,

15s. or adapted for the General Reader, 12s.

A Hebrew Grammar, with Exercises. By the same. Part I. Out

lines with Exercises, 8vo. 12s. 6d. Key, 5s. Part II. Exceptional Forms

and Constructions, 12s. 6d.

A LATIN-ENGLISH DICTIONARY. By J. T. White, D.D. of

Corpus Christi College, and J . E. Riddle, M.A. of St. Edmund Hall, Oxford.

Imperial 8vo. pp. 2,128, price 42s. cloth.

A New Latin-English Dictionary, abridged from the larger work

of White and Riddle (as above), by J. T. White, D.D. Joint-Author.

Medium 8vo. pp. 1,018, price 18s. cloth.

The Junior Scholar's Latin-English Dictionary, abridged from the

larger works of White and Riddle (as above), by J. T. White, D.D. surviving

Joint-Author. Square 12mo. pp. 662, price 7s. 6d. cloth.
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An ENGLISH-GREEK LEXICON, containing all the Greek Words

used by Writers of good authority. By C. D. YonaE, BjV. Fifth Edi

tion. 4to. 21a.

Mr. TONGE'S NEW LEXICON, English and Greek, abridged from

his larger work (as above). Revised Edition. Square 12mo. 8». 6d.

A GREEK-ENGLISH LEXICON. Compiled by H. G. Liddell, D.D.

Dean of Christ Church, and R. Scott, D.D. Master of Balliol. Fifth Edition.

Crown 4to. Sis. 6d.

A Lexicon, Greek and English, abridged from Liddell and Scott's

Greek-English Lexicon. Eleventh Edition. Square 12mo. Is. 6d.

A SANSKRIT-ENGLISH DICTIONARY, the Sanskrit words printed

both in the original Devanagari and in Roman letters ; with References to

the Best Editions of Sanskrit Authors, and with Etymologies and Compa

risons of Cognate Words chiefly in Greek, Latin. Gothic, and Ai'glo-Saxon.

Compiled by T. Beneey, Prof, in the Univ. of Gottingen. 8vo. 52s. 6d.

A PRACTICAL DICTIONARY of the FRENCH and ENGLISH LAN

GUAGES. By L. Contanseau. Eleventh Edition. Post 8vo. 10». ad.

Contanseau's Pocket Dictionary, French and English, abridged from

the above by the Author. New and Cheaper Edition, 18mo. 3s. 6d.

NEW PRACTICAL DICTIONARY of the GERMAN LANGUAGE;

German-English and English-German. By the Rev. W. L. Blackxey, M.A.

and Dr. Cabl Maktin Friedlandeb. Post 8vo. Us.

Miscellaneous Works and Popular Metaphysics.

RECREATIONS of a COUNTRY PARSON. By A. K. H. B. First

Seeies, with 41 Woodcut Illustrations from Designs by R. T. Pritchett.

Crown 8vo. 12s. 6d.

Recreations of a Country Parson. Second Seeiks. Cr. 8vo. 3s. 6</.

The Common-place Philosopher in Town and Country. By the same

Author. Crown 8vo. Ss. 6d.

Leisure Hours in Town; Essays Consolatory, iEsthetical, Moral,

Social, and Domestic. By the same Author. Crown Svo. Ss. 6d.

The Antnmn Holidays of a Country Parson ; Essays contributed

to Eraser's Magazine and to Good Words. By the same. Crown 8vo. 3«. 6d.

The Graver Thoughts of a Country Parson. Second Seeies. By

the same Author. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d.

Critical Essays of a Country Parson. Selected from Essays con

tributed to Fi'aser's Magazine. By the same Author. Post 8vo. 9s.

Sunday Afternoons at the Parish Church of a University City.

By the same Author. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d.

A CAMPAIGNER AT HOME. By Shirley, Author of 'Thalatta'

and ' Nnea? Critical.' Post 8vo. with Vignette. 7s. (id.
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STUDIES in PARLIAMENT. A Series of Sketches of Leading Poli

ticians. By II. H. Hi ttox. [Reprinted from the 'Fall Mall Gazette.']

Crown 8vo. 4s. 6d.

LORD MACAULAY'S MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS.

Library Edition. 2 vols. 8to. Portrait, 21s.

People's Edition. 1 vol. crown 8vo. 4s. ed.

The REV. SYDNEY SMITH'S MISCELLANEOUS WORKS ; includ

ing his Contributions to tho Edinburgh Review. 2 vols, crown Svo. 8s.

Elementary Sketches of Moral Philosophy, delivered at the Royal

Institution. By the same Author. Fcp. 7s.

The Wit and Wisdom of the Rev. Sydney Smith: a Selection of

the most memorable Passages in his Writings and Conversation, ltinio. 5s.

EPIGRAMS, Ancient and Modern ; Humorous, Witty, Satirical, Moral,

and Panegyrical. Edited by Rev. John Booth, B.A. Cambridge. Second

Edition, revised and enlarged. Pep. 7s. 6d.

Prom MATTER to SPIRIT : the Result of Ten Years' Experience in

Spirit Manifestations. By Sophia E. De Morgan. With a Preface by

Professor De Morgan. Post 8vo. 8s. 6d.

The ENGLISH and THEIR ORIGIN: a Prologue to authentic English

History. By Luke Owen Pike, M.A. Barrister-at-Law. 8vo. 9s.

ESSAYS selected from CONTRIBUTIONS to the Edinburgh Review.

By Henby Rogers. Second Edition. 3 vols. fcp. 21s.

Reason and Paith, their Claims and Conflicts. By the same Author.

New Edition, revised and extended, and accompanied by several other

Essays, on related subjects. Crown 8vo. 6s. 6d.

The Eclipse of Paith ; or, a Visit to a Religious Sceptic. By the

same Author. Eleventh Edition. Fcp. 5s.

Defence of the Eclipse of Faith, by its Author ; a rejoinder to Dr.

Newman's Beply. Third Edition. Fcp. 3s. ikl.

Selections from the Correspondence of R. E. H. Greyson. By the

same Author. Third Edition. Crown Svo. 7s. Crf.

Pnlleriana, or the Wisdom and Wit of Thomas Fuller, with Essay

on his Life and Genius. By the same Author. 16mo. 2s. 6d.

OCCASIONAL ESSAYS. By Chandos Wren Hosktns, Author of

' Talpa, or the Chronicles of a Clay Farm,' &c. 16mo. 5s. 6d.

An ESSAY on HUMAN NATURE ; showing the Necessity of a Divine

Revelation for the Perfect Development of Man's Capacities. By Henry

S. Boase, M.D. F.R.S. and G.S. 8vo. 12s.

The PHILOSOPHY of NATURE ; a Systematic Treatise on the Causes

and Laws of Natural Phenomena. By the same Author. 8vo. 12s.

An INTRODUCTION to MENTAL PHILOSOPHY, on the Inductive

Method. By. J.D. Morell,M.A. LL.D. 8vo. 12s.

Elements of Psychology, containing the Analysis of the Intellectual

Powers. By tho same Author. Post 8vo. 7s. W.

n
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The SECRET of HEGEL : being the Hegelian System in Origin,

Principle, Form, and Matter. By James Hutchison Stirling. 2 vols.

8vo. 2Ss.

SIGHT and TOUCH : an Attempt to Disprove the Received (or Berke-

leian) Theory of Vision. By Thomas K. Abbott, M.A. Fellow and Tutor

of Trin. Coll. Dublin. 8vo. with 21 Woodcuts, 5s. 6d.

The SENSES and the INTELLECT. By Alexander Bain, M.A.

Professor of Logic in the University of Aberdeen. Second Edition. 8vo.

price 15s.

The Emotions and the Will, by the same Author ; completing a

Systematic Exposition of the Human Mind. 8vo. 15s.

On the Study of Character, including an Estimate of Phrenology.

By the same Author. 8vo. 9s.

TIKE and SPACE : a Metaphysical Essay. By Shadworth H.

Hodgson. 8vo. pp. 588, price 16s.

The WAT to REST : Results from a Life-search after Religious Truth.

By R. Vaughan, D.D. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d.

HOURS WITH THE MYSTICS: a Contribution to the History of

Religious Opinion. By Robert Alfred Vaughan, BjL Second Edition.

2 vols, crown 8vo. 12s.

The PHILOSOPHY of NECESSITY ; or, Natural Law as applicable to

Mental, Moral, and Social Science. By Charles Brat. Second Edition.

8vo. 9s.

The Education of the Feelings and Affections. By the same Author.

Third Edition. 8vo. 3s. 6d.

On Force, its Mental and Moral Correlates. By the same Author.

8vo. 5s.

CHRISTIANITY and COMMON SENSE. By Sir Wnxor/GHBY

Jones, Bart. M.A. Trin. Coll. Cantab. 8vo. 6«.

Astronomy, Meteorology, Popular Geography, <f*c.

OUTLINES of ASTRONOMY. By Sir J. F. W. Herschel, Bart.

M.A. Eighth Edition, revised ; with Plates and Woodcuts. 8vo. 18s.

ARAGO'S POPULAR ASTRONOMY. Translated by Admiral W. H.

Smyth, F.R.S. and R. Grant, M.A. With 25 Plates and 358 Woodcuts.

2 vols. 8vo. £i 5s.

SATURN and its SYSTEM. By Richard A. Proctor, B.A. late

Scholar of St John's Coll. Camb. and King's Coll. London. 8vo. with

14 Plates, 14s.

The Handbook of the Stars. By the same Author. 3 Maps. Square

fcp. 5s.

CELESTIAL OBJECTS for COMMON TELESCOPES. By the Rev.

T. W. Webb, M.A. F.R.A.S. With Map of the Moon, and Woodcuts. 16mo. 7s.

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY for SCHOOLS and GENERAL READERS.

By M. F. Maury, LL.D. Fop. with 2 Charts, 2s. 6d.
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M'CULLOOTS DICTIONARY, Geographical, Statistical, and Historical,

of the various Countries, Places, and Principal Natural Objeete in the World.

New Edition, carefully revised, with the Statistical Information brought

up to the latest returns by F. Martin. 4 vols, medium 8vo. with numerous

coloured Maps, £4 4s.

A GENERAL DICTIONARY of GEOGRAPHY, Descriptive, Physical,

Statistical, and Historical : forming a complete Gazetteer of the World. By

A. Keith Johnston, F.E.S.E. 8vo. 31s. (id.

A MANUAL of GEOGRAPHY, Physical, Industrial, and Political

By W. Hughes, F.R.G.S. Professor of Geography in King's College, and in

Queen's College, London. With 6 Maps. Fcp. Is. 6d.

HAWAII; the Past, Present, and Future of its Island-Kingdom : an

Historical Account of the Sandwich Islands. By Maslby Hopkins,

Hawaiian Consul-Gen era). Ac. Second Edition, revised and continued;

with Portrait, Map, and 8 other Illustrations. Post 8vo. 12s. 6<2.

MAUNDERS TREASURY of GEOGRAPHY, Physical, Historical,

Descriptive, and Political. Edited by W. Hughes, P.R.G.S. With 7 Maps

and 16 Plates. Fcp. 10s. 6d.

Natural History and Popular Science.

The ELEMENTS of PHYSICS or NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. By

Nbil Abnott, M.D. F.R.S. Physician Extraordinary to the Queen. Sixth

Edition, rewritten and completed. 2 Parts, 8vo. 21s.

HEAT CONSIDERED as a MODE of MOTION. By Professor Joint

Tyndall, LLJ). F.B.S. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. with Woodcuts, 12«. M.

VOLCANOS, the Character of their Phenomena, their Share in the

Structure and Composition of the Surface of the Globe, Ac. By G. Poulett

Scitoi'E, M.P. C.11.S. Second Edition. 8vo. with Illustrations, las.

ROCKS CLASSIFIED and DESCRIBED. By Bernhard Von (Vita.

An English Edition, by P. H. Laweence (with English, German, and

French S.vnonymes), revised by the Author. Post 8vo. 14s.

%* Lithology, or a Classified Synopsis of the Names of Rocks and Minerals,

also by Mr. Lawrence, adapted to the above work, maybe had, price 5s. or

printed on one side only (iuterpaged blank) for use in Cabinets, price 7s.

A TREATISE on ELECTRICITY, in Theory and Practice. By A.

De la Rite, Prof, in the Academy of Geneva. Translated by C. V-Waleee,

F.R.S. 3 vols. 8vo. with Woodcuts, £3 13s.

The CORRELATION of PHYSICAL FORCES. By W. R. Grove,

Q.C. V.P.R.S. Fourth Edition. 8vo. 7s. 6d.

MANUAL of GEOLOGY. By S. Haughton, M.D. F.R.S. Fellow of

Trin. Coll. and Prof, of Geol. in the Univ. of Dublin. Revised Edition, with

66 Woodcuts. Fcp. 6s.

A GUIDE to GEOLOGY. By J. Phillips, M.A. Professor of Geology

in the University of Oxford. Fifth Edition, with Plates. Fcp. 4s.

A GLOSSARY of MINERALOGY. By H. W. Bristow, F.G.S. of

the Geological Survey of Great Britain. With 486 Figures. Crown 8vo. 12s.
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PHILLIPS'S ELEMENTARY INTRODUCTION to MINERALOGY,

with extensive Alterations and Additions, by H. J. Beooke, F.R.S. and

W. H. Mili.ee, F.G.S. Post8vo. with Woodcuts, 18s.

VAN DER HOEVEN'S HANDBOOK of ZOOLOGY. Translated from

the Second Dutch Edition by the Rev. W. Cube, M.D. F.R.S. 2 vols. 8vo.

with 24 Plates of Figures, 60s.

The COMPARATIVE ANATOMY and PHYSIOLOGY of the VERTE-

brate Animals. By Richaed Owen, F.R.S. D.C.L. 3 vols. 8vo. with

upwards of 1,200 Woodcuts. Vols. I. and II. price 21s. each, now ready.

The FIRST MAN and HIS PLACE in CREATION, considered on

the Principles of Common Sense from a Christian Point of View ; with au

Appendix on the Negro. By Geoege Mooee, M.D. M.R.C.P.L. &c. Post

8vo. 8s. 6<Z.

The LAKE DWELLINGS of SWITZERLAND and other parts of

Europe. By Dr. F. Keller, President of the Antiquarian Association of

Zurich. Translated and arranged by J. E. Lee, F.S.A. F.G.S. Author of

' Isca Silurutn.' With several Woodcuts and nearly 100 Plates of Figures.

Royal 8vo. 81s. Gd.

HOMES WITHOUT HANDS : a Description of the Habitations of

Animals, classed according to their Principle of Construction. By Rev. J.

G. Wood, M.A. F.L.S. With about 140 Vignettes on Wood (20 full size of

page). Second Edition. 8vo. 21s.

MANUAL of CORALS and SEA JELLIES. By J. B. Greene, B.A.

Edited by the Rev. J. A. Galbeaiih, M.A. and the Rev. S. Haughton,

M.D. Fcp. with 39 Woodcuts, 5s.

Manual of Sponges and Animalcules ; with a General Introduction

on the Principles of Zoology. By the same Author and Editors. Fcp. with

16 Woodcuts, 2s.

Manual of the Metalloids. By J. Apjohn, M.D. F.R.S. and the

same Editors. Revised Edition. Fcp. with 38 Woodcuts, 7s. 6d.

The HARMONIES of NATURE and UNITY of CREATION. By Dr.

Geoege Hartwig. 8vo. with numerous Illustrations, 18s.

The Sea and its Living Wonders. By the same Author. Third

(English) Edition. 8vo. with many Illustrations. 18s.

The Tropical World, By the same Author. With 8 Chromoxylo-

graphs and 172 Woodcuts. 8vo. 21s.

A HUNTER'S EXPERIENCES in the SOUTHERN STATES of

AMERICA ; being an Account of the Natural History of the various Quad

rupeds and Birds which are the objects of Chase in those Countries. By

Captain Flack (The Ranger). Post 8vo. 10s. 6d.

SKETCHES of the NATURAL HISTORY of CEYLON. By Sir J.

Emeeson Tennent, K.C.S. LL.D. With 82 Wood Engravings. Post 8vo.

price 12s. ed.

Ceylon. By the same Author. Fifth Edition ; with Maps, &c. and 90

Wood Engravings. 2 vols. 8vo. £2 10s.

The Wild Elephant, its Structure and Habits, with the Method of

Taking and Training it in Ceylon. By the same Author. With Illustrations.

In 1 vol. [Nearly ready.

A FAMILIAR HISTORY of BIRDS. By E. Stanley, D.I). F.R.&

late Lord Bishop of Norwich. Seventh Edition, with Woodcuts. Fcp. 3s. 6d.
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KIRBY and SPENCE'S INTRODUCTION to ENTOMOLOGY, or

Elements of the Natural History of Insects. Seventh Edition. Crown 8vo.

price 6s.

MAUNDER'S TREASURY of NATURAL HISTORY, or Popular

Dictionary of Zoology. Revised and corrected by T. S. Cobboid, M.D.

Pep. with 900 Woodcuts, 10s.

The TREASURY of BOTANY, or Popular Dictionary of the Vegetable

Kingdom; with which is incorporated a Glossary of Botanical Terms.

Edited by J. Lindley, F.R.S. and T. Moobe, F.L.S. assisted by eminent

Contributors. Pp. 1,274, with 274 Woodcuts and 20 Steel Plates. 2 Parts.

fcp. 20s.

The ELEMENTS of BOTANY for FAMILIES and SCHOOLS.

Tenth Edition, revised by Thomas Moobe, F.L.S. Fcp. with 154 Wood

cuts, 2s. 6d.

The ROSE AMATEUR'S GUIDE. By Thomas Rivers. Kcw Edition.

Fcp. 4s.

The BRITISH FLORA; comprising the Phaenogaraous or Flowering

Plants and the Ferns. By Sir W. J. Hooker, K.H. and G. A. Walker-

Arnott, LL.D. 12mo. with 12 Plates, 14s. or coloured, 21s.

BRYOLOGIA BRITANNICA; containing the Mosses of Great Britain

and Ireland, arranged and described. By W. Wilson. 8vo. with ti1 Plates

42s. or coloured, £4 4s.

The INDOOR GARDENER. By Miss Maling. Fcp. with Frontis

piece, printed in Colours, 5s.

LOUDON'S ENCYCLOPEDIA of PLANTS ; comprising the Specific

Character, Description, Culture, History, &c. of all the Plants found in

Great Britain. With upwards of 12,000 Woodcuts. 8vo. 42s.

Loudon's Encyclopaedia of Trees and Shrubs ; containing the Hardv

Trees and Shrubs of Great Britain scientifically and popularly described.

With 2,000 Woodcuts. 8vo. 50s.

MAUNDERS SCIENTIFIC and LITERARY TREASURY ; a Popular

Encyclopaedia of Science, Literature, and Art. New Edition, thoroughly

revised and in great part re-written, with above 1,000 new Articles, bv

J. Y. Johnson, Corr. M.Z.S. Fcp. 10s. 6d.

A DICTIONARY of SCIENCE, LITERATURE, and ART. Fourth

Edition, re-edited by W. T. Brands (the Author), and George W. Cox, M.A.

assisted by contributors of eminent Scientific and Literary Acquirements.

8 vols, medium 8vo. price 63s. cloth.

ESSAYS on SCIENTIFIC and other SUBJECTS, contributed to

Reviews. By Sir H. Holland, Bart. M.D. Second Edition. 8vo. 14s.

ESSAYS from the EDINBURGH and QUARTERLY REVIEWS;

with Addresses and other Pieces. By Sir J. F. W. Herschel, Bart. M.A.

8vo. 18s.

Chemistry, Medicine, Surgery, and the

Allied Sciences.

A DICTIONARY of CHEMISTRY and the Allied Branches of other

Sciences : founded on that of the late Dr. Ure. By Henry Watts, F.C.S.

assisted by eminent Contributors. 5 vols, medium 8vo. in course of publica

tion in Parts. Vol. I. 31s. 6d. Vol. II. 26s. Vol. III. 31s. 64 Vol. IV. 2<ts. are

now ready.
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A HANDBOOK of VOLUMETRICAL ANALYSIS. By Robert H.

Scott, M.A. T.O.D. Post 8vo. 4s. ed.

ELEMENTS of CHEMISTRY, Tlieoretical and Practical. By William

A. Miller, M.D. LL.D. F.R.S. F.G.S. Professor of Chemistry, King's

College, London. 3 vols. 8vo. £2 ISs. Paet I. Chemical Physics.

Third Edition, 12s. Paet II. Inorganio Chemistet, 21s. Paet III.

Oeganic Chemistet, Second Edition, 20s.

A MANUAL of CHEMISTRY, Descriptive and Theoretical. By

William Odling, M.B. F.R.S. Paet 1. 8vo. 9s.

A Course of Practical Chemistry, for the use of Medical Students.

By the same Author. Second Edition, with 70 new Woodcuts. Crown Svo.

price 7s. 6d.

Lectures on Animal Chemistry, delivered at the Royal College of Phy

sicians in 1865. By the same Author. Crown 8vo. 4s.W.

The DIAGNOSIS and TREATMENT of the DISEASES of WOMEN ;

including the Diagnosis of Pregnancy. By Gbailt Hewitt. M.D. New

Edition, thoroughly revised; with numerous Woodcut Illustrations.

8vo. [Nearly ready.

LECTURES on the DISEASES of INFANCY and CHILDHOOD. By

Charles West, M.D. &c. Fifth Edition, revised and enlarged. 8vo. 16s.

EXPOSITION of the SIGNS and SYMPTOMS of PREGNANCY :

with other Papers on subjects connected with Midwifery. By W. F.

Montqomeby, 31. A. M.D. M.R.I.A. Svo. with Illustrations, 25s.

A SYSTEM of SURGERY, Theoretical and Practical. In Treatises

by Various Authors. Kdited by T. Holmes, M.A. Cantab. Assistant-Surgeon

to St. George's Hospital. 4 vols. 8vo. £4 13s.

Vol. I, General Pathology. 21s.

Vol. II. Local Injuries: Gunshot Wounds, Injuries of the Head,

Back, Face, Neck, Chest, Abdomen, Pelvis, of the Upper and Lower Ex

tremities, and Diseases of the Eye. 21s.

Vol. III. Operative Surgery. Diseases of the Organs of Circula

tion, Locomotion, Ac. 21s.

Vol. IV. Diseases of the Organs of Digestion, of the Genito

urinary System, and of the Breast, Thyroid Gland, and Skin ; with

Appendix and General Index. 30s.

LECTURES on the PRINCIPLES and PRACTICE of PHYSIC. By

Thomas Watson, M.D. Physician-Extraordinary to tho Queen. Fourth

Edition. 2 vols. 8vn. 34s.

LECTURES on SURGICAL PATHOLOGY. By J. Paget. F.R.S. Sur

geon-Extraordinary to the Queen. Edited by W. Tuenee, M.B. Svo. with

117 Woodcuts, 21s.

A TREATISE on the CONTINUED FEVERS of GREAT BRITAIN.

By C. Murchison, M.D. Senior Physician to the London Fever Hospital.

8vo. with coloured Plates, 18s.

ANATOMY, DESCRIPTIVE and SURGICAL. By Henet Grat,

F.R.S. With 410 Wood Engravings from Dissections. Fourth Edition, by

T. Holmes. M.A. Cantab. Royal 8vo. 28s.

Tho CYCLOPiEDIA of ANATOMY and PHYSIOLOGY. Edited by

the late R. B. Todd, M.D. F.R.S. Assisted by nearly all the most eminent

cultivators or Physiological Science of the present age. 6 vols. Svo. witk

2,853 Woodcuts, £6 6s.
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PHYSIOLOGICAL ANATOMY and PHYSIOLOGY of MAN. By the

late R B. Todd, M.D. F.R.S. and W. Bowman, F.11.S. of King's College.

"With numerous Illustrations. Vol. U. 8vo. 25*.

Vol. I. New Edition by Dr. Lionel S. Beale, F.R.S. in course of publi

cation ; Part I. with 8 Plates, 7s. 6d.

HISTOLOGICAL DEMONSTRATIONS ; a Guide to the Microscopical

Examination of the Animal Tissues in Health and Disease, for the use of

the Medical and Veterinary Professions. By G. Hart.ry, M.D. and G. T.

Beowh, M.R.C.V.S. Post Sto. with 223 Woodcuts.

A DICTIONARY of PEACTICAL MEDICINE. By J. Copland, M.D.

F.B.S. Abridged from the larger work by the Author, assisted by J. C.

Copland, M.E.C.S. and throughout brought down to the present State of

Medical Science. Pp. 1,560 iu Svo. price 86s.

Dr. Copland's Dictionary of Practical Medicine (the larger work).

S vols. 8vo. £5 lis.

The WOEKS of SIE B. C. BEODIE, Bart, collected and arranged

by Charles Hawkins, F.E.C.S.E. 3 vols. 8vo. with Medallion and Fac

simile, 48s.

Autobiography of Sir B. C. Brodie, Bart. Printed from the Author's

materials left in MS. Second Edition, Pep. is. 6d.

The TOXICOLOGIST'S GUIDE: a New Manual on Poisods, giving the

Best Methods to be pursued for the Detection of Poisons (post-mortem or

otherwise). By John Hoesley, F.C.S. Analytical Chemist. Post Svo. 3s. (id.

A MANUAL of MATERIA MEDICA and THERAPEUTICS, abridged

from Dr. Pereira's Elements by F. J. Farre, M.D. assisted by R. Bentley,

M.R.C.S. and by R. Warington, F.R.S. 8vo. with 90 Woodcuts, 21s.

Dr. Pereira's Elements of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. Third

Edition. By A. S. Taylor, M.D. and G. O. Rees, M.D. 8 vols. Svo. with

Woodcuts, £3 15s.

THOMSON'S CONSPECTUS of the BRITISH PHARMACOPEIA.

Twenty-fourth Edition, corrected and made conformable throughout to the

New Pharmacopoeia of the General Council of Medical Education. By E,

Lloyd Biekett, M.D. 18mo. 5s. 6d.

MANUAL of the DOMESTIC PEACTICE of MEDICINE. By W. B.

Kesteven, F.R.C.S.E. Second Edition, revised, with Additions. Fcp. 5s.

The RESTOEATION of HEALTH; or, the Application of the Laws of

Hygiene to the Recovery of Health : a Manual for the Invalid, and a Guide

in the Sick Room. By W. Steange, M.D. Fcp. 6s.

SEA-AIE and SEA-BATHING for CHILDREN and INVALIDS.

By the same Author. Fcp. boards, 3s.

MANUAL for the CLASSIFICATION, TRAINING, and EDUCATION

of the Feeble-M inded, Imbecile, and Idiotic. By P. Martin Duncan, M.B.

and William Millaed. Crown 8vo. 5s.

The Fine Arts, and Illustrated Editions.

The NEW TESTAMENT, illustrated with Wood Engravings after the

Early Masters, chiefly of the Italian School. Crown Ito. 63s. cloth, gilt top ;

or £5 5s. elegantly bound in morocco.
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LYRA GEBMANICA ; Hymns for the Sundays and Chief Festivals of

the Christian Year. Translated by Catherine Winewoeth; 125 Illus

trations on Wood drawn by J. Leighton, F.S.A Pep. 4to. 21s.

The LIFE of MAN SYMBOLISED by the MONTHS of the YEAS in

their Seasons and Phases ; with Passages selected from Ancient and Modern

Authors. By Richabd Pigot. Accompanied by a Series of 25 full-page

Illustrations and numerous Marginal Devices, Decorative Initial Letters,

and Tailpieces, engraved on Wood from Original Designs byJohn Leighton,

F.S.A. 4to. 42s.

CATS' and FARLIE'S MORAL EMBLEMS ; with Aphorisms, Adages,

and Proverbs of all Nations : comprising 121 Illustrations on Wood by J.

Leighton, F.S.A. with au appropriate Text by R. PlGOT. Imperial °8vo.

31s. 6d.

SHAKSPEARE'S SENTIMENTS and SIMILES, printed in Black and

Gold, and Illuminated in the Missal Style by Henet Noel Humphreys.

In massive covers, containing the Medallion and Cypher of Shakspeare.

Square post 8vo. 21s.

The HISTORY of OUR LORD, as exemplified in Works of Art.

Being the fourth and concluding series of ' Sacred and Legendary Art.' By

Mrs. Jameson and Lady Eastlake. Second Edition, with 13 Etchings

and 281 Woodcuts. 2 vols, square crown Svo. 42s.

In the same Series, by Mrs. Jameson.

Legends of the Saints and Martyrs. Fourth Edition, with 19

Etchings and 187 Woodcuts. 2 vols. 31s. 6d.

Legends of the Monastic Orders. Third Edition, with 11 Etchings

and 88 Woodcuts. 1 vol. 21s.

Legends of the Madonna. Third Edition, with 27 Etchings and 165

Woodcuts. 1 vol. 21s.

Arts, Manufactures, fyc.

DRAWING from NATURE ; a Series of Progressive Instructions in

Sketching, from Elementary Studies to Finished Views, with Examples

from Switzerland and the Pyrenees. By Geobge Baexakd, Professor of

Drawing at Hugby School. With 18 Lithographic Plates, and 103 Wood

Engravings. Imp. 8vo. 25s.

GWILT'S ENCYCLOPEDIA of ARCHITECTTJRE New Edition,

revised, with Alterations and considerable Additions, by Wtatt Papwoeth.

With above 850 New Engravings and Diagrams on.Wood by O. Jewitt, and

upwards of 100 other Woodcuts. Svo. [/» December.

TUSCAN SCULPTORS, their Lives, Works, and Times. With 45

Etchings and 28 Woodcuts from Original Drawings and Photographs. By

Chaeles C. Pebkins. 2 vols, imperial Svo. 63s.

The GRAMMAR of HERALDRY: containing a Description of all the

Principal Charges used in Armory, the Signification of Heraldic Terms, and

the Rules to be observed in Blazoning and Marshalling. By John E.

Cussans. Fcp. with 196 Woodcuts, 4s. 6«.

The ENGINEER'S HANDBOOK; explaining the Principles which

should guide the young Engineer in the Construction of Machinery. By

C. S. Low>des. Post 8vo. 5s.
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The ELEMENTS of MECHANISM. By T. M. Goodeve, M.A.

Professor of Mechanics at the R. M. Acad. Woolwich. Second Edition,

with 817 Woodcuts. Post 8vo. 6s. 6d.

USE'S DICTIONARY of ARTS, MANUFACTURES, and MINES.

Re-written and enlarged by Rorert Hunt, F.R.S. assisted by numerous

Contributors eminent in Science and the Arts. With 2,000 Woodcuts. 3 vols.

8vo. [J» December.

ENCYCLOPEDIA of CIVIL ENGINEERING, Historical, Theoretical,

and Practical. By E. Crest, C.E. With above 3,000 Woodcuts. 8vo. 42s.

TREATISE on MILLS and MILLWORK. By W. Fairrairn, C.E.

Second Edition, with 18 Plates and 322 Woodcuts. 2 vols. 8vo. 32s.

Useful Information for Engineers. By the same Author. First

and Second Series, with many Plates and Woodcuts. 2 vols, crown 8vo.

1 0s. M. each.

The Application of Cast and Wrought Iron to Building Purposes.

By the same Author. Third Edition, with 6 Hates and 118 Woodcuts. 8vo. 16s.

IRON SHIP BUILDING, its History and Progress, as comprised in a

Series of Experimental Researches on the Laws of Strain ; the Strengths,

Porms, and other conditions of the Material ; and an Inquiry into the Present

and Prospective State of the Navy, including the Experimental Results on

the Resisting Powers of Armour Plates and Shot at High Velocities. By the

same Author. With 4 Plates and 130 Woodcuts. Svo. 18s.

The PRACTICAL MECHANIC'S JOURNAL: an Illustrated Record

of Mechanical and Engineering Science, and Epitome of Patent Inventions.

4to. price Is. monthly.

The PRACTICAL DRAUGHTSMAN'S BOOK of INDUSTRIAL DE

SIGN. By W. Johnson, Assoc. Inst. C.E. With many hundred Illustrations.

4to. 28s. 6<2.

The PATENTEE'S MANUAL : a Treatise on the Law and Practice of

Letters Patent for the use of Patentees and Inventors. By J. and J. II.

Johnson. Post 8vo. 7s. 6d.

Tie ARTISAN CLUB'S TREATISE on the STEAM ENGINE, in its

various Applications to Mines, Mills, Steam Navigation, Railways and Agri

culture. By J. Bourne, C.E. Seventh Edition ; with 37 Plates and 546

Woodcuts. 4to. 42s.

Catechism of the Steam Engine, in its various Applications to

Mines, Mills, Steam Navigation, Railways, and Agriculture. By the same

Author. With 199 Woodcuts. Fcp. 9s. The Introduction of 'Recent

Improvements' may be had separately, with 110 Woodcuts, price 3s. ad.

Handbook of the Steam Engine. By the same Author, forming a

Key to the Catechism of the Steam Engine, with 67 Woodcuts. Fcp. 9s.

A TREATISE on the SCREW PROPELLER, SCREW VESSELS, and

Screw Engines, as adapted for purposes of Peace and War; illustrated by

many Plates and Woodcuts. By the same Author. New and enlarged

Edition, in course of publication in 24 Parts. Royal 4to. 2s. 6d. each.

The THEORY of WAR Illustrated by numerous Examples from

History. By Lieut.-Col. P. L. MacDougali. Third Edition, with 10 Turns.

Post Svo. lCs.fld.
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The AST of PERFUMERY ; the History and Theory of Odours, and

the Methods of Extracting the Aromas of Plants. By Dr. Fiesbe, P.C.S.

Third Edition, with 53 Wocdcuts. Crown 8vo. 10s. 6d.

Chemical, Natural, and Physical Magic, for Juveniles during the

Holidays. By the same Author. Third Edition, enlarged, with 38 Woodcuts.

Fcp. 6s.

TALPA; or the Chronicles of a Clay Farm. By C. W. Hosktns,

Esq. Sixth Edition, with 24 Woodcuts by G. Ckuiksiiank. 16mo. 5s. 6d.

LOUDON'S ENCYCLOPEDIA of AGRICULTURE: comprising the

Laying-out, Improvement, and Management of Landed Property, and the

Cultivation and Economy of the Productions of Agriculture. With 1,100

Woodcuts. 8vo. 31s. tit/.

London's Encylopaedia of Gardening: comprising the Theory and

Practice of Horticulture, Floriculture, Arboriculture, and Landscape Gar

dening. With 1,000 Woodcuts. 8vo. 31s. 6tZ.

London's Encyclopaedia of Cottage, Farm, and Villa Architecture

and Furniture. With more than 2,000 Woodcuts. 8vo. 42s.

GARDEN ARCHITECTURE and LANDSCAPE GARDENING: illus

trating the Architectural Embellishment of Gardens, with Remarks on

Landscape Gardening in its relation to Architecture. By John Arthur

Hsqhes. 8vo. with 194 Woodcuts, 14s.

HISTORY of WINDSOR GREAT PARE and WINDSOR FOREST.

By William Menzies, Resident Deputy-Surveyor. With 2 Maps and 20

Photographs. Imp. folio, £H 8s.

BAYLDON'S ART of VALUING RENTS and TILLAGES, and Claims

of Tenants upon Quitting Farms, both at Michaelmas and Lady-Day-

Eighth Edition, revised by J. C. Morton. 8vo. 10s. 6d.

Religious and Moral Works.

An EXPOSITION of the 39 ARTICLES, Historical and Doctrinal.

By E. Harold Browne, D.D. Lord Bishop of Ely. Seventh Edit. 8vo. 16s.

The Pentateuch and the Elohistic Psalms, in Reply to Bishop CoJenso.

By the same. Second Edition, tsvo. 2s.

Examination Questions on Bishop Browne's Exposition of the

Articles. By the Rev. J. Gorle, M.A. Fcp. Ss. 6d.

The ACTS of the APOSTLES ; with a Commentary, and Practical and

Devotional Suggestions for Readers and Students of the English Bible. By

the Rev. F. C. (. OOK, M.A. Canon of Exeter, Ac. New Edition. 8vo. 12s. 6d.

The LIFE and EPISTLES of ST. PAUL. By W. J. Conybeabe,

M.A. late Fellow of Triu. Coll.Cantab, and J. S. Howson, D.D. late Principal

of Liverpool College.

Library Edition, with all the Original Illustrations, Maps, Landscapes

on SteeL Woodcuts, &c. 2 vols. 4to. 48s.

Intermedial Edition, with a Selection of Maps, Plates, and Woodcuts.

2 vols, square crown 8vo. 31s. 6t/.

People's Edition, revised and condensed, with 48 Illustrations and

Maps. 2 vols, crown 8vo. 12s.
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The VOYAGE and SHIPWRECK of ST. PAUL; with Dissertations

on the Life and Writings of St. Luke and the Ships and Navigation of the

Ancients. By James Smith, of Jordaiihill, F R.S. Third Edition, with

Frontispiece, 4 Charts, and 11 Woodcuts. Crown 8vo. 10s. td.

FASTI SACEI, or a Key to the Chronology of the New Testament ;

comprising an Historical Harmony of the Four Gospels, and Chronological

Tables generally from B.C. 70 to a.d. 70 : with a Preliminary Dissertation on

the Chronology of the New Testament, and other Aids to the elucidation of

the subject. By Thomas Lewin, M.A. F.S.A. Imperial 8vo. 42s.

A CRITICAL and GRAMMATICAL COMMENTARY on ST. PAUL'S

Epistles. By C. J. Ellicott, D.D. Lord Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol. 8vo

Galatians, Third Edition, 8s. 6d.

Ephesians, Third Edition, 8s. 6d.

Pastoral Epistles, Third Edition, 10s. 6d.

Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon, Third Edition, 10s. 6d.

Thessalonians, Second Edition, 7s. 6d.

Historical Lectures on the Life of our Lord Jesus Christ : being the

Hulsean Lectures for 1859. By the same Author. Fourth Edition. 8vo.

price 10s. Bd.

The Destiny of the Creature; and other Sermons preached before

the University of Cambridge. By the same. Fourth Edition. Post 8vo. 5s.

The Broad and the Narrow Way; Two Sermons preached before

the University of Cambridge. By the same. Crown 8vo. 2s.

Rev. T. H. HORNE'S INTRODUCTION to the CRITICAL STUDY

and Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. Eleventh Edition, corrected and

extended under careful Editorial revision. With 4 Maps and 22 Woodcuts

and Facsimiles. 4 vols. 8vo. £3 ISs. 6d.

Rev. T. H. Home's Compendious Introduction to the Study of the

Bible, being an Analysis of the larger work by the same Author. Re-edited

by the Rev. John Atee, M.A. With Maps. &c. Post 8vo. 9s.

The TREASURY of BIBLE KNOWLEDGE ; being a Dictionary of the

Books, Persons, Places, Events, and other matters of which mention is made

in Holy Scripture: intended to establish its Authority and illustrate its

Contents. By Rev. J. Atee, M.A. With Maps, 16 Plates, and numerous

Woodcuts. Fcp. 10s. 6d.

The GREEK TESTAMENT; with Notes, Grammatical and Excgetical.

By the Rev. W. Webstee, M.A. and the Rev. W. F. Wilkinson, M.A. 2

vols. 8vo. £2 4s.

Vol. I. the Gospels and Acts, 20s.

Vol. II. the Epistles and Apocalypse, 24s.

EVERY-DAY SCRIPTURE DIFFICULTIES explained and illustrated.

By J. E. Peescott, M.A. Vol. I. Matthew and Mark ; Vol. II. Imke and

John. 2 vols. 8vo. 9s. each.

The PENTATEUCH and BOOK of JOSHUA CRITICALLY EXAMINED.

By the Right Rev. J. W. Colenso, D.D. Lord Bishop of Natal. People's

Edition, in 1 vol. crown 8vo. 6s. or in 5 Parts, Is. each.

The PENTATEUCH and BOOK of JOSHUA CRITICALLY EXft MINED.

By Prof. A. Kuenen, of Leyden. Translated from the Dutch, and edited

with Notes, by J. W. Colenso, D.D. Bishop of Natal. Svo. 8s. W.
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The CHURCH and the WOULD : Essays on Questions of the Day.

By Various Writers. Edited by the Rev. Oebt Shipley, M.A. Second

Edition, thoroughly revised, 8vo. 155.

The FORMATION of CHRISTENDOM. Part I. By T. W. Allies,

Svo. 12s.

CHRISTENDOM'S DIVISIONS: a Philosophical Sketch of the Divi

sions of the Christian Family in East and West. By Edmund S. Ffoulkes,

formerly Fellow and Tutor of Jesus Coll. Oxford. Post 8vo. 7s. 6d.

Christendom's Divisions, Part II. Greeks and Latins, heing a His

tory of their Dissensions and Overtures for Peace down to the Reformation.

By the same Author. [Nearly ready.

The LIFE of CHRIST : an Eclectic Gospel, from the Old and New

Testaments, arranged on a New Principle, with Analytical Tables, Ac. By

Charles De la Pryme, M.A. Trin. Coll. Camb. Revised Edition, 8vo. 5».

The HIDDEN WISDOM of CHRIST and the KEY of KNOWLEDGE ;

or, History of the Apocrypha. By Ernest de Bunsen. 2 vols. 8vo. 28s.

ESSAYS on RELIGION and LITERATURE. Edited by the Most

Rev. Archbishop Manning. 8vo. 10s. 6d.

The TEMPORAL MISSION of the HOLY GHOST; or, Reason and

Revelation. By the Most Eev. Archbishop Manning. Second Edition.

Crown 8vo. 8s. ed.

ESSAYS and REVIEWS. By the Rev. W. Temple, D.D. the Rev.

R. Williams, B.D. the Rev. B. Powell, M.A. the Rev. H. B. Wilson,

B.D. C. W. Goodwin, M.A. the Rev. M. Pattison, B.D. and the Rev. B.

Jowett, M.A. Twelfth Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 5*.

MOSHEIM'S ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. Murdoch: and Soames's

Translation and Notes, re-edited by the Rev. W. Stubbs, M.A. IS vols.

Svo. 45s.

BISHOP JEREMY TAYLOR'S ENTIRE WORKS: With Life by

Bishop Heber. Eevised and corrected by the Eev. C. P. Eden, 10 vols,

price £5 5s.

PASSING THOUGHTS on RELIGION. By the Author of 'Amy

Herbert.' New Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 5s.

Thoughts for the Holy Week, for Young Persons. By the same

Author. Third Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 2s.

Self-Examination before Confirmation. By the same Author. 32mo.

price 1s. &d.

Readings for a Month Preparatory to Confirmation, from Writers

of the Early and English Church. By the same. Fcp. 4s.

Readings for Every Day in Lent, compiled from the Writings of

Bishop Jeremy Taylor. By the same. Fcp. 5s.

Preparation for the Holy Communion; the Devotions chiefly from

the works of Jeremy Taylor. By the same. 32mo. 3s.

PRINCIPLES of EDUCATION Drawn from Nature and Revelation,

and applied to Female Education in the Upper Classes. By the same.

2 vols. fcp. 12s. Bd.
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The "WIFE'S MANUAL ; or, Prayers, Thoughts, and Songs on Several

Occasions of a Matron's Life. By the Rev. W. Calvert, M.A. Crown 8vo.

price 10s. iid.

SPIRITUAL SONGS for the SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS through-

out the Year. By J. S. B. Monsell, LL.D. Vicar of Egham. Fourth Edition.

Pep. is. 6d.

The Beatitudes : Abasement before God ; Sorrow for Sin ; Meekness

of Spirit; Desire for Holiness; Gentleness; Purity of Heart; the Peace

makers ; Sufferings for Christ. By the same. Third Edition. Fcp. 8s. 6d.

LYRA DOMESTICA; Christian Songs for Domestic Edification.

Translated from the Psaltery and Harp of C. J. P. Spitta, and from other

sources, by Richard Massie. Fibst and Second Sebies, fcp. 4s. 6d. each.

LYRA SACRA ; Hymns, Ancient and Modern, Odes and Fragments

of Sacred Poetry. Edited by the Rev. B. W. Savile, M.A. Third Edition,

enlarged and improved. Fcp. 5s.

LYRA GERMANICA, translated from the German by Miss C. Wink-

woeth. Fibst Series, Hymns for the Sundays and Chief Festivals;

Second Sebies, the Christian Life. Fcp. 5s. each Series.

Hymns from Lyra Germanica, 18mo. Is.

LYRA EUCHARISTICA ; Hymns and Verses on the Holy Communion,

Ancient and Modern: with other Poems. Edited by the Rev. Obey Ship

ley, M.A. Second Edition. Fcp. 7s. 6d.

Lyra Hessianica; Hymns and Verses on the Life of Christ, Ancient

and Modern; with other Poems. By the same Editor. Second Edition,

altered and enlarged. Fcp. 7s. 6d.

Lyra Mystica ; Hymns and Verses on Sacred Subjects, Ancient and

Modern. By the same Editor. Fcp. 7s. 6d.

The CHORALE BOOK for ENGLAND ; a complete Hymn-Book in

accordance with the Services and Festivals of the Church of England : the

Hymns translated by Miss C. Winkwobth i the tunes arranged by Prof.

\V. S. Bennett and Otto Goldschmidt. Fcp. 4to. 12s. 6d.

Congregational Edition. Fcp. 2s.

The CATHOLIC DOCTRINE of the ATONEMENT: an Historical

Inquiry into its Development in the Church; with an Introduction on the

Principle of Theological Developments. By H. N. Oxenham, M.A. for

merly Scholar of Balliol College, Oxford. 8vo. 8s. 6d.

FROM SUNDAY TO SUNDAY : an attempt to consider familiarly the

Weekday Life and Labours of a Country Clergyman. By R. Gee, M.A.

Vicar of Abbott's Langley and Rural Dean. Fcp. 5s.

Our Sermons : an Attempt to consider familiarly, but reverently, the

Preacher's Work in the present day. By the same Author. Fcp. 6s.

PALEY'S MORAL PHILOSOPHY, with Annotations. By Richabd

Whately, D.D. late Archbishop of Dublin. 8vo. 7s.
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Travels, Voyages, fyc.

ICE-CAVES of FRANCE and SWITZERLAND ; a Narrative of Sub

terranean Exploration. By the Rev. G. F. Beowne, M.A. Fellow and

Assistant-Tutor of St. Catherine's Coll. Cambridge, M.A.C. With 11 Illus

trations on Wood. Square crown 8vo. 12s. 6d.

VILLAGE LIFE in SWITZERLAND. By Sophia D. Dblmard.

Post 8vo. 9s. 6d.

HOW WE SPENT the SUMMER ; or, a Voyage en Zigzag in Switzer

land and Tyrol with some Members of the Alpine Club. From the Sketch-

Book of one of the Party. Third Edition, re- drawn. In oblong 4to. with

about 300 Illustrations, 1 5s.

BEATEN TRACKS ; or, Pen and Pencil Sketches in Italy. By the

Authoress of ' A Voyage en Zisrzag.' With 42 Plates, containing about 200

Sketches from Drawings made on the Spot. 8vo. 16s.

MAP of the CHAIN of MONT BLANC, from an actual Survey in

18153—1864. By A. Adams-Reilly, F.R.G.S. M.A.C. Published under the

Authority of the Alpine Club. In Chromolitbography on extra stout

drawing-paper 28in. x 17in. price 10s. or mounted on canvas in a folding

case, lis. lid.

TRANSYLVANIA, its PRODUCTS and its PEOPLE. By Chablbs

Boneb. With 5 Maps and 43 Illustrations on Wood and in Chromolitho-

graphy. 8vo. 21s.

EXPLORATIONS in SOUTH WEST AFRICA, from Walvisch Bay to

Lake Ng;imi and the Victoria Falls. By Thomas Baines, F.RG.S. 8vo.

with Map and Illustrations, 21s.

VANCOUVER ISLAND and BRITISH COLUMBIA; their History,

Resources, and Prospects. By Matthew Macfie, F.R.G.S. With Maps

and Illustrations. 8vo. 18s.

HISTORY of DISCOVERY in onr AUSTRALASIAN COLONIES,

Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand, from the Earliest Date to the

Present Day. By William Howitt. With 3 Maps of the Recent Explora

tions from Official Sources. 2 vols. 8vo. 205.

The CAPITAL of the TYCOON ; a Narrative of a Three Years' Resi

dence in Japan. By Sir Rutheefoed Alcock, K.C.B. 2 vols. 8vo. with

numerous Illustrations, 42s.

FLORENCE, the NEW CAPITAL of ITALY. By C. B. Weld. With

several Engravings on Wood from Drawings by the Author. Post 8to.

The DOLOMITE MOUNTAINS. Excursions through Tyrol, Carinthia,

Cannula, and Priuli in 1861, 1862, and 1863. By J. Gilbert and G. C.

Chuechill, F.R.G.S. With numerous Illustrations. Square crown

8vo. 21s.

A SUMMER TOUR in the ORISONS and ITALIAN VALLEYS of

the Bernina. By Mrs. Henet Feeshfield. With 2 Coloured Maps and

4 Views. Post 8vo. 10s. 6d.

Alpine Byeways; or, Light Leaves gathered in 1859 and 1860. By

the same Authoress. Post 8vo. with Illustrations, 10s. 6d.
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A LADY'S TOUR ROUND MONTE ROSA; including Visits to the

Italian Valleys. With Map and Illustrations. Post Svo. IK.

GUIDE to the PYRENEES, for the use of Mountaineers. By

Charles Packe. With Maps, &o. and Appendix. Fcp. 6s.

The ALPINE GUIDE. By John Bali,, M.R.I.A. late President of

the Alpine Club. Post 8vo. with Maps and other Illustrations.

Guide to the Eastern Alps, nearly ready.

Guide to the Western Alps, including Mont Blanc, Monte Bosa,

Zermatt, &c. 7s. 6d.

Guide to the Oberland and all Switzerland, excepting the Neighbour

hood of Monte Rosa and the Great St. Bernard ; with Lombardy and the

adjoining portion of Tyrol. 7s. 6d.

A GUIDE to SPAIN. By H. O'Shea. Post 8vo. with Travelling

Map, 15s.

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS; his Life, Voyages, and Discoveries.

Revised Edition, with 4 Woodcuts. lSmo. 2s. 6d.

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK ; his Life, Voyages, and Discoveries. Revised

Edition, with numerous Woodcuts. 18mo. 2s. 6d.

HUMBOLDT'S TRAVELS and DISCOVERIES in SOUTH AMERICA.

Third Edition, with numerous Woodcuts. 18mo. 2s. 6d.

NARRATIVES of SHIPWRECKS of the ROYAL NAVY between 1793

and 1857, compiled from Official Documents in the Admiralty by W. O. S.

Gillt ; with a Preface by W. S. Gillt, D.D. Third Edition. Fcp. 5s.

A WEEK at the LAND'S END. By J. T. Blight ; assisted by E.

11. Rodd, R. Q. Couch, and J. Ralrs. With Map and 96 Woodcuts. Fcp.

price 6s. 6d.

VISITS to REMARKABLE PLACES: Old Halls, Battle-Fields, and

Scenes Illustrative of Striking Passages in English History and Poetry.

By William Howitt. 2 vols, square crown 8vo. with Wood Engravings,

price 25s.

The RURAL LIFE of ENGLAND. By the same Author. With

Woodcuts by Bewick and Williams. Medium 8vo. 12s. 6rf.

Works of Fiction.

ATHERSTONE PRIORY. By L. N. Cohtn. 2 vols, post 8vo. 21s.

Ellice : a Tale. By the same Author. Post Svo. 9s. 6d.

STORIES and TALES by the Author of 'Amy Herbert,' uniform

Edition, each Tale or Story complete in a single Volume.

Amy Hbebert, 2s. 6d.

Gertrude. 2s. (id.

Earl's Daughter, 2s. 6d.

Expebibncb of Liib, 2s. Cd.

Cle ve Hall, 3s. tid.

Ivors, 3s. fid.

Katharine Ashton, 3s. 6d.

Margaret Pbbcival, 5s.

Lanrtoh Parsonage, 4s. 6d.

Ursula, 4s. fid.

A Glimpse of the World. By the Author of 'Amy Herbert' Fcp. 7s. id.
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THE SIX SISTERS of the VALLEYS : an Historical Romance. By

W. Bramley-Moore, M.A. Incumbent of Gerrard's Cross, Bucks. Third

Edition, with 14 Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 5s.

The GLADIATOES : A Tale of Bome and Judsea. By G. J. Whyte

Melville. Crown 8vo. Bs.

Digby Grand, an Autobiography. By the same Author. 1 vol. 5».

Kate Coventry, an Autobiography. By the same. 1 vol. 5s.

General Bounce, or the Lady and the Locusts. By the same. 1 vol. 5s.

Holmby House, a Tale of Old Northamptonshire. 1 vol. 5s.

Good for Nothing, or All Down Hill. By the same. 1 vol. 6s.
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