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JESUS CAME. l i f t * ' *OR<ED TO SAVt SVSW£i 
LIJLLIUJ4i£lJIJBIjX£j 

m&mmKlmmm ^^TwEToi i i lTHr5 i lT rCL0Uwl^^Bb EVERY EYE SHAlTigFc'^8 
x ^ # 

" WATCHMAN, what of the ni-Ii:? 
The watchman said, The morning 
cometh, and aJ&o the night: if ye 
will enquire, enquire yc • r^ii.m 
come." (Isaiah xxl. u . ) 

N of man, I Imv,- ?.et the; 
v̂̂ it̂ htTWin tin!o the Iiou^ of Isrn' IJ 

therefore thou shalt hear the word 
at my mouth, and wnrn them from 
me." (liaeklcl nxxiii. 7.) 

•nd U, Pftteruocter 
< 8 S , B4 
rSqiuMy B.a JANUARY 1, 1881. 8. W. PAmrmiDai ft Co., S, Pfttenotfar Ear, 

THE WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE 
For 1881. 

(NOTHEB year has hasted to its close; 
another waymark is passed on our short 
swift journey. But why should we mark 
its course ? Year by year has thus rolled 

over us in quick succession, and time has been the 
same in 1880 as in 1879. But, dear reader, the 
passing of a year now is widely different to what it 
was in our youth, because we have got down the 
stream of time into the rapids, and the dispensation 
is hurrying to its dose* Everything around us 
witnesses, with a voice that cannot be silenced, that 
the end of all things is at hpiid* Trouble and 
perplexity amongst the nations, and the spirit of 
lawlessness and infidelity amongst the people, all 
point to the ripening of a doomed earth for judg
ment Laden with the guilt of ages, and stained 
with the blood of God's dear Son, her time is near 
to come. : God only waits in long-suffering grace 
ere the vials of His wrath shall be poured out, not 
willing that any should perish. But the last hour 
of opportunity will come, the last gospel message 
shall be sounded, and then the long-gathering 
cloud will burst over a guilty world; the door of 
blessing be closed for ever to those who have 
rejected Christ; and you will h&—where t Within 
of without? 

Oh, beloved unsaved reader, we entreat you to 
pause and think over this solemn question! If you 
wen called to appear before God to-night, which t 
It must be either within, in the light and gladness, 
thetmtodingjoyandf^at; or without, in the black* 

ness of darkness for ever I Ah! we say "time 
enough" now, because, if we reject the message 
to-day, we may hear it again to-morrow. But what 
will it be, in all those ages of remorse, never more to 
hear the word of invitation so long despised, never 
once again to get the message of His love, who has 
waited so long at the door of your heart, and 
waited still in vain! Perhaps you have heard it 
often from the lips of God's servants. Have you 
ever thought who sent it? Have you ever heard 
the voice of Jews, saying, " Come unto me9'? Have 
you ever thought how much this message cost Him ? 
It is so easy for us to hear the gospel; but it cost 
Christ everything. Not the agony and blood of the 
cross only, ah! not this, but the wrath of a holy 
God against sin—the wrath that shall abide on the 
unsaved sinner throughout eternity. Jesus bore it 
for us. He trembled under its withering breath; 
He drank alone the dregs of this cup of trembling, 
and wrung them out His God and Father hid His 
face from Him in His hour of direst need. Where
fore ? Because He loved Him not t Ah! no. He 
was from the beginning the object of Jehovah's 
love, the centre of all His purposes. But let us 
read the secret in His own blessed words: He was 
" made a curMforus" The sin that else had sunk 
us to the lowest hell was laid on God's beloved 
Son; and thus the wrath due to the believing 
sinner was spent to the utmost on our blessed 
Substitute. Is it any wonder that we love Him, 
that we serve Him, that we worship Him? But, 
dear fellow-sinner, not for us only; this was all for 
you, if you will have i t In that dread hour of 
suffering He was made a propitiation (mercy-seat) 
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2 THE GOSPEL WATCHMAN. [JANUAM 1, 188K 

«for the whole world" (1 John ii 2; Alford's 
Translation), and therefore Cfod has sent out freely 
the world-wide message, " Whosoever will." Dear 
reader, can you despise such grace as this ? Will 
you sink under that awful weight of wrath f or 
will you accept the one way of escape that God has 
provided at such costly price ? Ah! it is a solemn 
question, the answer to which must decide your 
eternal doom. SAVED or LOST, not for time's passing 
hour, hut for a never-ending eternity. You may 
not Beem to he a great sinner. It does not need 
this. If you never sinned a sin except the one of 
rejecting Christ, this is enough. Hear His own 
words: "The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them that oboy not the 
ffoipsl." 

It is not a broken law we read of here; the 
-blood is sufficient for that. You may confess your 
sin in npt keeping God's holy commandments; you 
may even mourn oyer it; but what about obeying 
the jjospel ? Jesus said, " Coira." Not do, but 
come. "Comq unto me." This is God's last 
.remedy; He has no other., If your case is so 
desperate that this cannot meet it> you must be 
lost But, blessed be God, there is no depth of 
need, beyond its mighty reach, no deep-dyed sin 
outside its cleansing power. Beloved fellow-sinner, 
will you have this Saviour ? Given for you by God 
to be a sacrifice for your sin; given to you to be 
your eternal'joy and portion on the one condition of 
acceptance. Will you take God's gift, and be saved 
from wrath, and free from condemnation? Will 
you listen tp His blessed invitation before the door 
is shut* while you are still outside ? Perhaps this 
may be the last message you shall ever hear; for 
the same gracious voice that has said "come" in 
this day of His long-suffering, must in the hour of 
Ips judgment say, " Depart." Where will you 
hide in that awful day from the wrath of the 
Lamb? But He is waiting still, and still the voice 
of love is sounding in yout ears the word of 
invitatioft," "Come unto me." 
; But, it may be, you say, Who can tell that the end 
is so uear ? Perhaps you question, with the scoffers 
in Peter's epistle, " Where is the promise of His 
coming f" Ah, there is yet another danger. Things 
inay indeed go on for the coming year as in the 
past, and the long-suffering of God wait in 1881 as 
in 1880, but its close may find you no longer here. 
"rour voice may be hushed for ever, and your limbs 

still in death, before its course is run. And what 
then) Dear unsaved reader, onoe more we ask 
you, Whither are you bound for eternity f To say 
you do not know is but to close your eyes on the 
edge of a precipice. It may give you a momentary 
peace, but it can only increase your awful danger. 
As if one were to sleep on the line while an express 
train is hurrying on, unseen for a few momenta 
longer, but rushing with inexorable speed on its 
appointed course; or to sit unmoved on % rock 
round which the tide is closing, stealing silently 
but surely on. Is it lower madness to trifle with 
God, the God who gave yen breath, the God who 

[offers you salvation, the God who is to be your 
(Judge? 

Header, where then are you going tor eternity? 
Whether you will or not, you are hasting on nearer 
and nearer to its awftd brink. Your feet* it may 
be unconsciously, are following ifc tfre broad road 
that leads to the awful abodps of the lost; lulled 
by the god of this world, allured by pleasure or by 
gain until you have forgotten whither ypu are 
tending. Oh, stop and think! be roused from your 
fatal death-sleep before you shall be wakened by 
the call to judgment, lest, while you linger," the 
night close upon you, and leave you with one awful 
thought echoing through your lost soul for eternity, 
TOO LAXI! A. E. W. 

"ALMOST/1 

W many things are suggested to the mind 
by the word "almost." Men will run 
races, and almost win the prize. Ships are 

often within sight of harbour, and almost safe, yet, 
foundering, are lost. Trains arrive almott at the 
end of their journey, and yet break down,- and 
thus hundreds of passengers, almost within the 
loving embrace of friends, perish. How many 
objects daily occupy the minds of people, striving 
with all earnestness for what they (Umort obtain, 
and yet miss. It is a sad word, nothing cheering 
in the sound of it, except perhaps in reference to 
the passing of time—almost the end of this year, 
and almost the beginning of another. The dispen
sation almost closing, and yet not yet closed. This 
"almost" before the end is a blessing surely to 
those who are privileged to hear the gospel of the 
grate of God. His long-suffering is salvation, 
"Not willing that any should perish," This 
almost means the extension of the grace of God, m 
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JtfSTABY If U8L] THE GOSPBL WATCHMAtf. 

dbno*t ef momentous importance to thoee who hear 
it* lest, ooming suddenly to a close, those who refuse 
to accept Hie mercy find themselves almost saved, 
tad yet eternaUy lost 

" Almaat thou persuadeat me to be a Christian." 
Ntw, whichever way we look at those words of 
Agrippa, whether of hardened contempt oar of 
Anoer$ conviction, yet the " almost" here proves 
tint he waa not a Christian. It was singular how 
he same to bear such a sermon as Paul preached to 
him. Agrippa was governor or king of several of 
the eastern provinces of the Roman Empire* He 
hsd oome with hia sister Bernioe to pay a visit of 
eoagnttulatioa to Fortius Festus, the successor of 
JkHx, who lately had been in office as governor of 
Jud&a. The conversation between them turned 
upm Panl, who was then in confinement at 
Cssarea, and whose remarkable history and con
version must have been very well known. 

Festus tells Agrippa of the whole matter, and he 
is naturally desirous to see and hear this remarkable 

It seemed necessary that Fesfas should give a 
rtatement of the charges made against Paul to the 
Emperor, and so, to gratify his friend as well as to 
hear Paul, the great preacher is allowed to appear 
before them, and to plead his own cause. The 
eloquence and power of this address is remarkable, 
and shows the earnestness and gift of this once 
religious Pharisee, but now devoted servant of the 
Lord Jesus Christ 

Festus can only say that Paul is mad; but 
Agrippa, who seems to have had his conscience 
awakened, exclaimed, " Almost thou persuadest me 
to be a Christian." Paul closes hia address by 
expressing affectionate desire that not only he, but 
all those that heard him, were both almost and 
altogether such as he was, " except those bonds." 
tA&sl Eow many, like Agrippa, are content with 
expressing' the desire, of whose life or testimony 
we never hear more. 

"The disciples wet* oalled Christians first at 
Antioeh." gists'*!: 26.) Kow let us see what it 
n to be a Christian according to the word of God? 
Krrt let ns see what a Christian is not, that we 
•ay be able better by Contrast to see what he is. 
Hiiin^me^^r^rmsdfTum. Reformation may 
be a good thing for a man himself, and a good thing 
far his neighbours, but it is not salvation. Refor-
attum is laying aside a bad habit, putting away 
ioa* known sin by strictness in watching over 

one's sell It U patting heavy chains and fetters 
on the evil nature; but this is not to be a Christian. 
Who would think of getting rid of weeda in a 
garden by cutting off the tops of tbw ? : Who 
would think that turning over a fresh leaf blotted 
out the reoords of an evil past? Reformation is 
not regeneration.. The man in the tombs is an 
instance of this. He dwelt in the place of the 
dead. He was possessed with an nnolean spirit 
No man could bind him, no, not with chains. Man 
cannot tame man. He may tame every beast of 
the field, but not his fellow man. Fetters were 
broken by him ; night and day he was the spine, i* 
the mountains and in the tombs, crying and cutting 
himself with stones. What a picture of man in his 
natural state is Mark vi 7. But what is it to be * 
Christian? The rest of the illustration prom the 
word shows us. JESUS came into the soene of man's 
ruin. What the fetters could not do, Xa*us4# by 
His word, "Come out of the man,, tbon unoleap 
spirit11 What a wondrous change! The man JB 
found «tittinpn — emblem of rest "CMM," 
type of a covering of righteousness, w êrea? he 
waa naked before. "In his right mind^\ a true 
picture of regeneration, Not only, save*!, but 
desirous to tell of the power of that One who had 
done such great things for him, and so he is sent 04 
a mission to his friends to testify that the same 
grace that had dealt with him could reach them 
also, so that the cities of Decapolis heard trough 
him what great things Jesus had done* Th#* is 
being a Christian; not reformation merely, but 
transformation. 

Again, to be a Christian is to have prucni foqjiv* 
ne$s; pardon on the ground of what Christ} has dona 
It is a complete, full, righteous pardon., " Thy sins 
are forgiven," said the Lord to the woman in Luke 
vii. " Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered.11 "Old things are pesQffl 
away; behold, all things are become new." It is Uf 
be a separated man (GaL ii. 20), a risen man. (Epk 
ii. 6.) It is to be born of God. (John i 13.) It if 
to have peace. (Rom. v. 1.) It is to have Christ % 
our object* (fPhiL iii. 10.) But suppose, aays one, 
that the Christian goes back; is hestUJ a Christian? 
Scripture supposes nothing of the kind. Ours is to 
live the life; ours is to be true to the , 1 * ^ that the 
world may take knowledge of ns that we bave.bee* 
with Jesus, and so .glorify IJim* The Christian is 
wasM (1 Cor. vi 1,1); washed in the bipod of the 
Lamb* made whiter than ŝ ow?? B* *» s**ctifi$4 
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4 THE GOSPBL 

(Heb. x. 10); set apart for God by the blood. It 
is one act, the washing and the sanctifying, all of 
God, not of us, lest we should glory. He \B justified. 
(Bom. v. 1.) Pronounced fit for the presence of 
&od, and now to be used as a dean vessel in His 
wtvice. He is a ohild in the family of God to learn 
fcbediettce. (Gat iv. 7.) A sheep in the fold to 
follow the good Shepherd. (John x. 2.) A soldier 
like Patil, to fight the battles of the Lord. (2 Tim. 
fv. 1.) A labourer like Kehemiah, who both worked 
tad fought (Neh. iv. 17.) At the same time he 
is a pilgrim and stranger like Abraham, looking 
for a city which hath foundations, whose builder I 
and maker is G6d. (Heb. x i 10.) If he lives up | 
tb his1 position in Christ, his walk and wayB will 
beat eloquent testimony to the power of His grace. ] 
This is to be a Christian, and to have everlasting 
life. I 

Now, my reader, have you got it? Have yon 
received atay of those wondrous blessings of which 
%e have been speaking? Do yon say, "I do not 
think t am quite in possession of eternal life, bnt I 
hope to have it/' Then let me say yon are an 
almost Christian, and that is to be no Christian at 
klL Who ever heard of being almost a soldier 1 
Everyone knows, that the moment the'^hilling is 
ftut into the hand of a man, he becomes a soldier. 
Who ever heard of a sinner being almost forgiven, 
or alihost righteous, almost justified, or almost 
cleansed? Ah, no! Doubtless, progression takes 
place; bnt nbt even a child would suppose the! 
possibility of going fester in a train before getting 
into it. The divine word is, " Ye must be born 
agtriV and not to be this is to be lost; not almost 
lost, bnt in the same sad condition in which we were 
born, afar off from God. Paul does not seek to 
persuade you, but the mighty Spirit of God does; 
and if you are not brought to immediate decision by 
Hhn, who can entreat you ? Has the serpent-coil 
of sin fastened itself so tightly round you that you 
find it difficult to break away? Ah, my reader, 
consider the interests of your never-dying soul! 
consider the result of not accepting God's invitation, 
and receiving'His gift, and yon will desire to be a I 
Christian; not almost, but altogether. 

We read in another place, " Knowing, therefore, 
the terror of the Lord, we persufede men,9 Oh, the I 
terrors of a judgment without mercy When the] 
opportunity to escape is for ever past away. £aul: 
seemed to have got a glimpse of the terrible result 
of not bong a Christian. He knew that it must be ( 

WATCHMAN. [JAS^A%Y I, I « I 

Ah! let it not be " almost" in this momentous 
question. We beseech yon in Christ's stead, by that 
great love, by that precious blood, by the coming 
kingdom and glory, let the opening year find you 
safe for eternity, lest it be true of you, as of 
many— ' 

" Almost pwraaded, hamst is ptat; 
Almost persuaded, doom oomea at last 

Almost cannot avail, 
Almost is but to firil; 
Bad, sad that bitter wail, 

MmoH but lost;" 

W m m E. FHAKCIS. 
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life or death; heaven or hell; joy or sorrow. H e 
knew there is no such thing as being almost saved, 
or almost lost; but that one or the other of these 
conditions belongs to every child of Adam. What 
he said to Agrippa he would say to you, " I would 
to God that thou were both almost and altogether 
such as I am." 

What time can be better than the present t o 
think of these tilings? The past year has rolled 
into eternity, and yon are permitted to see the be
ginning of another. The hand of a graetoufe, loving 
God has bestowed innumerable benefits upon you. 
What better time than now? We never hear that 
Agrippa was persuaded to be a Christian, tiiough 
he lived to be about threescore and ten. ' 'But we 
are persuaded better things of yon. Perhaps even 
now the love of God has so touched you heart, yen 
are ready to say— 

"Fully persuaded, Lord, I believe; 
Fully persuaded, Thy Spirit giye t 

I now obey Thy call, 
Low at Thy feet I fell, 
Vow I aunandar all, 

Christ to receive," 
Let not this passing world beguile you; neither 

let the snares of Satan, who paints present things 
in false colours, so that men are deluded by their 
false glare. If you want to see the world as it is, 
you must see it from God's point of view* Which, 
then, will you choose, the world or Christ? Is it 
with you, as with King Agrippa— 

M Almost persuaded, now to belief*, 
Almost persuaded, Christ Jo receive iM 
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•HOW SHALL WE ESCAPE, IF WE 
HEGLECT SO GEEAT SALVATION?" 

HBB. H. 3. 
ward "salvation" implies danger, and 

expresses the idea of deliverance. Men are 
continually exposed to dangers, dangers by 

« t i fed nil , by sea and land. We can scarcely 
Bft a newspaper without reading of some terrible 
JKjMbnt Thete is one danger to which off are 
exposed, and tkat is the curse of sin. "All have 
mnsd^ and orate abort of the glory of God," is a 
tarth dearly unfolded in the Scriptures; but 
though dearly revealed, it ia very little understood 
by vut £root taajority of men and women. 

The language of Scripture shows that men are 
perishing; that while the "broad" road is 
cnwifcd, the "narrow " way is trodden by com-
psntively tern. This ia not, however, God's 
dent He has no pleasure in the death of the 
sisto*; and the object of Christ's mission to this 
earth, as seen in John iii 18, reveals His heart of 
lore, and manifests Hk desire to save. " God sent 
not Hi* Son ioto the world to condemn the world, 
bbt THAT CEP WOBED THBOUSH HlM MIGHT BS 
RAT»Tfc ** 

O»T*U. ««Qod loved the world of dimers lost 
And mined by the fall; 

Salvation fall, at highest cost, 
He afkn free to idL" 

There is, therefore, life for the dead, pardon for 
the guilty, rest for the weary, peace for the 
feoubled—a salvation PULL, PKESBBT, and ran. 

ftis 
y A OBKAT SALVATION 

*bta we consider (1) XHS VALUB or ms SOUL. A 
man may lose his health, his wealth, his property, 
Ms tftestiofi, bis friends, his reputation; but if he 
esa sfng witib the heart— 

* It is welt- i t is well with my soul," 

sll is well. 
Xsii' would part with everything before they 

Wj*d2 part with life. Satan, though the father of 
fie, speaks the truth when it suits him; and on one 
OUnsskm he truthfully remarked, "Skin for skin, 
ju*»aH Chat a man hath will he give for his Ufa" 
|Kb fi. 4.) The whole struggle of this world is 
ftrlifc, said for mean* to prolong and sustain it; 
Istt'liew short is the longest life compared with 
itifflfy! Compeared with it 
••**i [*- *Onr agt is, but the JUtisg of a leaf; 

A dropping tsar." 

9%i*k0f1h4 $o*t$ immortality. 
^ i r t o i i ^ upon mflKons of years shall pass over 

your heads, and you shall either be enjoying the 
smile of God in happiest fellowship with the Re
deemed, singing the new song of Moses and the 
Lamb, or weeping, and wailing, and gnashing your 
teeth amongst the lost in hell, cursing the day of 
your birth, and bewailing your guilt and misery. 
And this to continue for ever! 

If all the leaves of the forest, all the sand on 
the sea-shore, all the drops in the ocean, were each 
to represent a million years, and that period of 
time were exhausted, eternity would be no nearer 
the end than at the beginning. What a thought! 
Every saved soul, every one who aooepte of this 
" great salvation," will be preserved from an amount 
of anguish, pain, and agony a million times more 
than has ever been endured by every human being 
from thel>eginning to the end of time. 

(2) The salvation is great whan we consider THB 
BVH, IBOX WHICH THB souL is SAVBD. Sin is an evil 
of the greatest magnitude. It is the abominable 
thing which Jehovah hates, and on which He 
cannot look. Every unsaved man and woman is 
bound by the chain of sin. Perhaps, dear reader, 
you have tried to break i t Now and again you 
have been awakened by the Holy Ghost to see 
yourself as a poor sinner, led captive by Satan, cm 
your way to an eternal hell. You have resolved to 
amend your life, and to "reform" your ways. 
Perhaps you have renounced habits and com
panions by which you were enslaved, and have 
u turned over a new leaf" and tried to be " good." 
On looking back to the past, you must, however, 
admit that you have miserably failed, and you are 
beginning to think that there is no use in your 
"trying" again. 

All this striving and working has been done in 
your own strength; but whenever you accept of 
this "great salvationn God will give you power 
over sin, and enable you to speak and live for TTim, 

(8) It is a "great salvation," because IT BB-
HOVBS ALL BKAB OF DBATH AHD JUDGMBNT TO COMB. I f 
conscience be not seared, unsaved men are in a 
state of continual fear lest death should overtake 
them. Even professed infidels have trembled as 
they thought of the future. " I could die happy," 
said one, " if I were sure that the Bible were not 
true, and that there was no hell. The possibility of 
it being true is the thorn in my pillow." The 
wealthy Colonel Charteris offered £30,000 to 
anyone who could prove that there was no helL I£ 
therefore, men who reject the inspiration and 
authority of Scripture quail and tremble at the 
thought of death, how much more those who 
receive it as a revelation from God. Whenever a 
poor sinner comes under the influence of this great 
salvation, all fear of death and judgment is 
banished. He can take up the language of the 
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appstle Paul, and say, " 0 death, where is thy 
sting? 0 grave, wh r̂e is thy victory?" Death 
has no terrors for him. He knows that when the , 
earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved he has 
a " building of God, an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens/' To be " absent 
from .the body " is for him to be " present with the • 
Lord;" and as to judgment, his sins are blotted out, > 
never to be remembered again. (Isaiah xliii. 25; 
xliv. 22.) ! 

It is a u great salvation " when we think of the 
AUTHOE OF IT, H l S LOVE, CONDESCENSION, AKB COST. 

The impress of divinity was stamped on His coun
tenance; for He was. "the brightness of His glory, 
and the express image of His person.'9 It was He 
wfco procured for men, who "wrought out" and 
"brought in" this "great salvation.'1 And think 
on what it cost! He had to leave heaven, the abode 
of His Father/the home of the angels and redeemed, 
and come to this world of ours. 

" He made Himself of no reputation, and took 
upon Himithe form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men/' He did not take upon Him 
the form of an archangel or a seraph, but of a 
man. He was born, not in a palace, but in a 
stable. He was not cradled to sleep on a velvet 
oottch, hut in a manger in a village inn. He did 
not take upon Him some influential or important 
position, such as that of a governor or king; but 
as a humble carpenter, from boyhood to manhood, He 
worked at His bench like an ordinary workman. 
No falsehoods did He ever tell; no persons did He 
ever deceive. " He was holy, harmless, undefiled, 
and separate from sinners." In thought let us 
stand at the foot of mount Calvary. See that ex
cited crowd, as they wildly rush along, trampling 
on 9*ie another. What means that crucifixion? 
Who ip that on the centre cross ? Why does He 
suffer and bleed ? Is He a thief or murderer ? Has 
He conspired against the Roman Government? 
There is one, and only one, answer -at hand. That 
crowd has gathered to see the crucifixion of the Son 
of God, Ota that cross He is bearing the penalty 
(tye to sin. Listen to that triumphant cry, " It is 
finished!" What is the meaning of those words ? 
The work of atonement is completed. Justice is 
perfectly satisfied. The demands of law have been 
fuUy met, and on the ground of His finished work 
salvation is proclaimed to agtulty world. 

" S O GBBAT SALVATION." 

^Hainan language fails to express the greatness of 
ihfe salvation of God. No imagination can conceive, 
no language can express, no rhetoric can describe, 
ills height and depth, its length and breadth. If one 
could compute the length of eternity, he might be 
able tb tell something of the vastness and grandeur 
bf this salvation. 
J HBGIECT. 

TJbî  is an astonishing, word. "^Neglect so great 
jvfjvf^oo," Sew Q̂ n a Biimer escape if he neglect 

this salvation? The question is unanswered be
cause it is unanswerable. A man cannot escape the 
damnation of hell if he neglects the salvation of 
God. Noah could only be preserved from b o n g 
drowned in the deluge in one way, by taking 
refuge in the ark. There was but one way by 
which the first-born of Israel could be shielded 
from the avenger of blood. The bitten Israelites 
could only be healed of the serpent's bite by look
ing at the brazen serpent Bahab and her friends 
could only have their lives spared by placing the 
scarlet line outside the window of her house. Mien 
and women can only be saved from the horrors of an 
undone eternity by accepting the salvation of Ood. 

" Neither is there salvation in any other.91 (Acta 
iv, 12.) 

" I am TEE way, and the truth, and the life-" 
(John xiv. 6.) 

Is it, can it be possible, that any man in his 
sound senses would be so infatuated, so mad, as to 
neglect such a glorious salvation—a salvation pro^ 
vided by the Lord Jesus Christ, purchased at the 
cost,of His life's blood—a salvation.which removes 
fear of death and judgment, and gives power over 
sin, and self, and Satan ? 

" O W E NMUCT." 

Alas! alas! tens of thousands, hundreds of 
thousands, aye, even millions of precious souls, 
are guilty of this dreadful sin. 

Take a pitcher of water to yonder ill-fated 
traveller, dying of thirst on the burning sands of 
Africa. Does he " neglect" to accept of it ? Bee 
how eagerly he quaffs the refreshing draught, and 
asks for mora Let us enter the condemned cell, 
where a poor murderer is lying, awaiting the day 
of his execution. Show him the pardon you have 
been commissioned to proffer him if he will hut 
receive it. Does he "neglect" to take i t No; 
he at once grasps the document, eagerly and hur
riedly reads it, and, with tears coursing down bis 
cheeks, loads you with thanks and expressions of 
gratitude for being the bearer of such good news. 

And, dear reader, will youf dare you, can you9 
one moment longer be guilty of neglecting God's 
great salvation ? 

I know very well that you have not the slightest 
intention of refusing to accept it. You " expect" 
and "hope" to be saved sometime before you die, 
You are too well aware of the terrible doom of the 
Christ despiser to determine that you will no4 be 
reconciled to Ood; but let me say you ate rnnnng 
an awful risk, M any moment you may to cojfc 
down as a oumberer of the ground, and called into 
the presence of a holy God, to receive the punish
ment due to you for your many sins, lijvery day 
you procrastinate you are less likely tb get saved. 
Habits will get formed, and 'Companions and asso
ciations will be more difficult to renounce. 

When pressed ta immpdfate acceptance of salva
tion, you calculate hojv long it is likply thtf* jou 
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will lire; and if you think there is a fair prospect 
of seeing threenoie yean and ten, you think there 
will be " lots of time " in the future. Do not be 
cheated ant of heaven by Satan. In the ears of 
the young he whispers, " l ime enough;" and to 
the old he says, " Too late.94 

Header, in order to be damned eternally you do 
not require to refuse or despise God's pardoning 
mercy; you have simply to neglect it. A merchant, 
in older to become bankrupt, does not require to 
throw away his good* He simply needs to neglect 
his busbies^ and very soon he will be unable to 
pay his debts. The sick man does not need to take 
poison in order to die; he has only to neglect the 
i3B$ittft prescribed by the physician. And so with 
you who are unsaved. You have just to admit the 
trathftineas of the Scripture, say you intend to 
accept ;d^s§Jvation sometime, put it off onoe too 
often, die, and lift up your eyes in hell! 

"eurcr OF KEGLBCT." 

We wptJ4 severely censure the merchant who 
neglected his business, the patient who neglected 
to take the medicine, the captain who neglected his 
ship, the engine-driver who neglected his engine; 
but what must your guilt be, 0 fellow-sinner? 
After all that God has done for you—giving you 
health and strength, food and raiment, the comforts 
and necessaries of life, loving friends to cheer and 
sympathize—notwithstanding what He has done 
for you, you have all your lifetime been living in 
rebellion against Him. Tou have broken His laws, 
trampled His commands under your feet, and if 
you had received what your sins merited, long, long 
« tkisiyoo would have been amongst the lost in 
hell* At an infinite cost Jehovah has devised a 
way by whfch you can escape from the wrath to 
come; and at this very moment you may become a 
son of God, an heir of glory, and a joint>heir with 
Jesus Christ. So anxious was* He to rescue you 
from fctefrnal misery and despair, that He gave up 
the Son of Hi* bosom to bleed and die for you. 
He has sent His messengers to tell you that there 
ia pardon for all. your numerous and aggravated 
sins, and peace to your troubled heart. Will you 
neglect Salvation afcy longer ? If you do, you are 
practically toying to your best Friend, " I deserve 
to he punished fof my sins, and if I do not accept 
of salvation* I shall, be lost for ever. I will not 
ft>w do as you wish me. I am eontent to call you 
a liar, to trample under my feet the blood of yeur 
Son, to resist the Holy Ghost, and to run the risk 
of bcjtog ^afqned t*> all:eteurnity " 

u HOW SHALL WB ESCAPE V * 

Though I cannot tell you how you can escape if 
you neglici salvation, I can show you from the 
word of God how yW can escape the condemnation 
due to you, jfcr your sins,, There is nothing in 
Scripture so cjeai; aa, bow sinnerq are to be saved: 
BanTs reply,, to { ^ J ^ ^ g y ^ jailor was very 

distinct and emphatic: " Believe an the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts xvi. 30, 31.) 
He did not say, " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, . 
and act up to it, and thou shalt be saved;" nor 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and do the 
best you can, and you will be saved/' . Nor did 
He say, " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ with 
the right kind of believing, and thou shalt be 
saved." If you wish to escape coming wrath and 
judgment, do not think of your faith or repentance. 
your sorrow for sin or love to God, but get occupied 
with God's love to you, and the result will be, that 
you shall be able to take up the language of Scrip
ture, and say, " We love Him, because He fltjt 
loved us." 

" For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
(John ii i 16.) "Yerily, verily I say unto thee, 
He that HBABETH my word, and BILIBVBTH GV HXH 
that sent me, HATH everlasting life, and SHAIX HOT 
came into judgment, but is PASSED from deqth unto 
life.11 (John v. 24.) " A L L THAT BBLIEVB are 
justified from all things.19 (Acts xiii. 3S.) 

ALEUHDZB >f ABSHALL. 

HOW MANY YEAttS! 

How many years of graoe! for what but grace, 
Unmerited and free, 
Has granted me , ,\ 

The numerous gifts which o'er life*a path I trace, 
As countless as the steps my fefet have trod, 
And all from Thee, from Thee alone, my God. 

How many years of Thy protecting cars! 
Beneath Thy sheltering wings, 
While Hope still sings, 

Safe from the storms and cruel fowler's snare; 
Sheltered from harm beneath Thy brooding breast, 
Till Thon shall hid me leave life's littie nest. • ' 

•«i 

How many years of Thy sweet, tender love! 
Not always seen, perchance, 
To sight's dim glance; 

But, like the sun, still in the heavens above; 
Forgive me, Lord, if like our world I turn 
Away from Thee, and mine o*rn darkness team. 

How many years of friendship with that Friend 
Who with my peevish will • 
Is patient still, 

And will be till these distant tokens end* 
And I go borne to be His chosen bode, 
To dwell with Him, exalted at His side. 

How many years of joy! Sometimes the song 
Of Miriam o'er the slain; 
And then again 

The gentle joy that calmly flows along, 
Like the sweet stream which called for Israel** praise, t 
The quiet joys of peaceful common dajrs. , , ,, 

How many yean! How many years are passed, 
How many yet to eome 1 

Ere, safe at home, ' • 
I ahull have reached the brigfe**t afed thplaft P 

And looking back ofer all my yaatfiihtfll say; , : 

" A Father's hand km lad me sit the *afri". 
W. Lvrr. 
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Notices. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO OUR READERS. 
Wi have now reached the dose of another year of our 
happy sendee in conducting this publication, and we do so 
with great thankfulness and gratitude to God for His 
continued blessing, which has rested on our work. We 
have had continued testimony from various parts of the 

8lobe that the troths contained in Tho Ooopd Watckmm 
ave been blessed to the salvation of souls. To *Ti> be 

all the praise. 
We take this opportunity of again asking our Christian 

friends for their practical sympathy and help in the circu
lation of our paper. We rejoice to say that year by year 
our circulation has been maintained; but we are still de
sirous of its extension, feeling confident that the Lord will 
use it to wider usefulness, we therefore ask our readers 
to aid us in the matter of making it known in circles where 
hitherto it has not reached. 

Christians interested in evangelistic work of any kind 
will find our paper a most useful addition to the preached 
Word. It is well adapted for general distribution, or for 
lending from house to noose. 

The numbers for December and January are specially 
suitable far circulation at the close of the Old, and the 
commencement of the New Year; and we ask the prayers 
of the Lord's people that they may be used to arouse many 
from the deep of death, and lead them to Him who u 
" T D I O T . " 

These numbers will be supplied at reduced rates in 
Quantities for distribution on application to the publisher. 
Sample Packets of Twenty or more back numbers, jratii 
ami port froo9 to those who will seek to aid us by getting 
fresh subscribers. 

The Editor would draw special attention to the special 
issue of the 

Watchman's Massage for 1881. 
It is admirably adapted for very wide circulation, and 
ought to be sown broadcast. 

It is supplied at the low prioe of 30/- per 1,000, direct 
from th$ Publish*-. 

THE LORD'S POOR. 
FOB soma yean past a few of our readers have sent us 
small sums to distribute to the aged and sick poor of the 
flock. Knowing of many such, we would again say that 
we shall feel it a great privilege to be the medium of con
veying any gifts that may be sent to us to those who, 
during the inclement season now approaching, are needing 
sometimes the very necessaries of lite. 

RwnftvBD.—8. T., £20. R.A., £10. Anon. 6s. and 10s. 

OjLD CLOTHES. 
DBAB READIES,—The time of year has now arrived when 
most of our readers will be making a change of garments, 
and we would again put in our plea for left-off "old 
clothes," How, many things oould indeed be spared that 
would be most valuable to the poor children of God, and 
to many others needing help! The great depression in 
trade has prevented many this summer from getting em
ployment, and those who work among the poor expect a 
very trying winter on this account. Kent and food is more 
than can be obtained in many instances, leaving no pence 
for "clothes," and therefore we would again plead for 
anything that can be spared. If our readers oould have 
seen how gratefully those sent have been reoeived they 
would be encouraged to do still further. Some working 
lor the "Master," reoeiving small pay, have been thankful 
for additions to their small wardrobe. 

Parcels should be sent directed to 
O. E. H.9 80, Baker Street, W. 

Advertisements. 
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THE NEAR RETURN OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

Second Edition, enlarged. Prioe 3d. each. 
THE SUBSTITUTE. 2d. per dosen. 
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GLORY: What is UP 2s. per 100. 
THE TWO FORTUNES. 2s. per 100. 
REFUGES OF LIES. Is. per 100. 
THE PAINTER AND CHILD; or, Thesis no Diflerenoev 
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s^ 'ST JESUS CAML l ^ * 0 R L0 TO SAVTSVA^!^ 

iwiiwiiiiliil 
• WATCHMAN, what of the nî iu? 

The watchman said, The morning 
icmeth, and also the night: if y 
will enquire, enquire y«: return, 
come." (Isaiah xxL u.) 

" SON of man, I have set thee » 
watchman unto the house of Israe 1; 
therefore thou shalt heat the word 
at my mouth, and warn them from 
me." (E<ekiel xx*iti. 7 ) 

Lone*; X K HAWxnre, SS, Baker Stmt, W.; 
and IS, Paternoster Square, B.O. F E B R U A R Y 1 , 1 8 8 1 . &W.PA*Tan>oiAOo.,SfPfct«nu>iterBQir. 

SAVED IN TIME. 

• B U B DTCIDERT OF THE GRACE OP 601). 

FEW months ago a small party of earnest 
men and women assembled one Sunday after
noon at a private house in one of the suburbs 

of London for the purpose of prayer. They were 
earnest because "they knew that their sins were 
forgiven them/9 that " they were the children of 
God by faith iu Christ Jesus," and that " they had 
passed from death unto Ufa" By the grace of God 
they were able to testify of these things with that 
confidence which is the outcome, not of presumption, 
bat of faith built upon the word of the living God. 
In the full consciousness of these divine realities as 
to themselves, they were desirous of being the 
channel of communication of blessing to others, and 
had purposed to go out together during the evening 
into the highways and bye-ways of the great city 
with the loving invitations of the glorious gospel. 
They had met at an early hour in order to seek 
together in prayer the divine blessing upon their 
public testimony, and for special guidance as to the 
locality to be selected for this purpose that evening. 
The particular spot decided upon was in the midst 
of a poor and thickly-populated neighbourhood, 
consisting mainly of a series of rows of humble 
cottages, the inmates of which were rarely brought 
under the sound of gospel truth* Here a stand 
was made, and the singing of a hymn commenced, 
which soon attracted many of those who were 
passing by. They had not, however, proceeded 
vary far when a female hastily emerged from one of 

the cottages, and begged them in earnest tones not 
to continue the singing, as a young woman was 
dying in the very dwelling she had left. As her 
entreaty bore the stamp of genuineness, the request 
was at once complied with. Two of the ladies 
present desired that they might be allowed to see 
the dying woman. No objection was made to this, 
so they accompanied their guide into the cottage* 
Now, indeed, the truth of the woman's statement 
was made apparent, for in the corner of a comfortless 
room lay one who to all outward appearance was 
rapidly passing away from time into eternity. She 
was too feeble to say much, but was just enabled, 
in reply to questions put to her, to convey to her 
visitors that she was aware she was dying, that 
she had been a great sinner, and that she was afraid 
to die. It was very dear also that she was fully 
alive to her terrible position of danger, as evinced 
by her distress of mind, and at the same time very 
ignorant of God's way of salvation. Gently and 
lovingly the two ladies spoke to her of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, turning her attention away from her
self— 

lBt To His GLORIOUS PBRSOH. 

2nd. To HIS FINISHED WORK. 

They told her that although she felt herself to t* 
a great sinner, He was a great Saviour—" Able also 
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God 
by Him" (Hebrews vii. 25); that it was said of 
Him, "This man receiveth sinners" (Luke xv. 2); 
and that His own loving words were, "Him that 
cometh to Me I will, in no wise cast out" (John vi. 
37); and yet again, " Come unto Me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy-laden, and I will give you 
rest" (Matt xi. 28.) 
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It now became apparent, by the marked attention 
manifested and interest shown, that looking away 
from self to Christ brought a measure of relief; so, 
thus encouraged, they proceeded further to whisper 
into the dying woman's ear the way by which "God 
might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus.1' (Romans iii. 26.) This led 
them to speak of 

HIS FINISHED WOBK. 

They told her that although " all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God," nevertheless " the 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all 
sin" (1 John i 7), inasmuch as "while we were 
yet sinners Christ died for us;" and that He " hath 
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that 
He might bring us to God." (1 Peter iii 18.) For 
" it pleased Jehovah to bruise Him," because " God 
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Bon, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." (John iii. 16.) 

As "cold water to a thirsty soul," these truths 
were received by the dying woman, and found an 
entrance into her heart In the simplicity of tfre 
obedience of faith she laid hold on the hope set 
before her; she received the Lord Jesus by faith 
unto salvation. " Her guilty fears vanished before 
His sweet name," as she drank of the water of life 
freely. Having expressed the joy of her deliver-
anee,she signified by a motion of her head her ready 
assent that a hymn should be sung. Slowly and 
quietly the ladies sang together— 
41 Safe in the arms of Jeans, safe on his gentls breast, 

There by Hifl love o'ershaded, sweetly my soul shall rest. 
Hark! 'tis the toioe of angels "borne in along to me, 
Over the Adds of glory, over the jasper sea." 

The lips of the dying woman, now redeemed to 
God, were seen to move while the second verse was 
sung, as if she was desirous of giving utterance to 
the words: 
"Safe in the arms of Jesus, safe from corroding care; 

Safe from the world's temptations; sin cannot'harm me 
there." 

But the feeble effort was too great, and ere the 
lines were concluded the spirit had left this world. 

Dear reader, how is it with you f Can you say, 
"Safe in the arms of Jesus"? If not, the word 
of God plainly declares—"Boast not thyself of 
to-morrow." "To-day if ye will hear His voice, 
harden not your hearts.91 " Behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.n 

SEVEN TIMES TWO. 
MATTHEW vi. 24. 

IRST let us look at the 
TWO HASTEBS. 

The last solemn mention of Balaam in the 
word of God claims our attention. In Jude 11 it is 
said of some, " They ran greedily after the error of 
Balaam for reward," Numbers xxil 7 also tells 
us of rewards. Balaam wanted to make the best of 
both worlds. He wanted to live the life of the 
wicked, and yet to die the death of the righteous. 
Now there cannot be anything more delusive than 
this—and it is the snare Satan has drawn many into 
in the present day—to have the world and the 
things of the world in one hand, and to try to have 
the things of God in the other. Mark the words of 
our Lord on this subject, " Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon. No man can serve two masters." (Matt. 
vi 24.) No doubt it is what nature would like, 
and what Satan suggests; but it cannot be. The 
Lord says it; His Word declares it. How very 
important then for us to consider (1) Who is our 
Master? (2) What is our treasure? (8) Whom 
we are serving. 

The Prince of this world is Satan. He is called 
the god of this world. He works evil in his own 
children. He blinds the eyes of them that believe 
not, hindering the gospel light from penetrating their 
hearts. He has three great agents for his power— 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life. These are like three steps down into 
the darkness of ruin. How fatal were these steps in 
the garden of Eden. She saw^shttook^ihe gave. And 
what was the end ? Death, death! as it always is. 

Satan had accomplished his work. He had be-
come master, and the wages of sin is death; " dying 
they died," being separated from God; and now all 
have died in Adam, and have since been separated 
from God. 

Oh, what a tenable master to serve, and how 
awful the wages he pays! 

Reader, sin has separated you from God; and if 
you oontinue thus, dying you shall die. Not great, 
sins merely; but if it be only sins of thought, still 
we are sinners. Thp helpless babe is born a sinner! 
The stream is poisoned at the fountain. All have 
sinned; such is your condition, if you are not born 
again. Think not for a moment it can be otherwise. 
This is not merely the opinion of the writer; it is 
the fixed, eternal, unalterable word <jf QocL 
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Then we read of another Master—the Master of 

the house—-the Lord of life and glory. As Master 
He has power ever the door of the house of 
which He speaks. (Luke xiii 25). He has 
His hand on the handle of it, and is about to 
drat i t Soon He will rise from the throne of 
His Matchless grace/ and the door shall ft* shut. 
The Lorf stood by the door of the ark and called 
IToah into it, and shut him in to his perfect safety. 

My reader, what will the vain excuse of the farm 
ttd the merchandise avail when He Who stands at 
the door shuts it m your facet because He did not 
oeasetocallyou, and you did not answer to Hfe call, 
but neglected the great salvation. 

Tan to the next chapter, and you will' see the 
Master af the house to angry; and surely we can see 
the justice of the judgment those men bad brought 
upon themselves, by refusing His love. He had a 
right to be angry. 

Ho; yen oanuotfhave the wsrld and Christ. By 
nature you are dead in sin. But to know Christ our 
Land is to be deadfemn, because He dbd/or sin; 
m the ground of this rests your peace. 

Oh, my reader, which have you—the world or 
Christ t The praise of this world, or the approval 
of the Lord Jesus t Again, we are warned in the 
language of love net to lay up ftr ourselves treasures 
m earth, but to lay up for ourselves treasures in 

Thus # e have 
zwo rausuut. "r 

We all know how true it is, that where the 
treasure is> then the heart will be- The earth is 
act the place to lay up treasure in,>far it is doomed 
to be judged, as of old ware the cities of the plain. 

Bnthly treasures only bind the heart to this 
ones and make it harder to kt go whep, called to 
depart Besides, the moth and the rutt are there. 
Disease and death are ever staring us in ihe face, 
and spoil so much of the treasures, eating, like rust, 
into the grandest scenes and the brightest earthly 
pbasures, But there is a place where treasures 
tkky-not, nay, cannot be, touched by the spoiler. 
The precious stones cannot be touched by the trial 
of-lie aoott to come* if they are laid on the 
taftdafigji,* Christ Jesus, Whatever He gives us 
• • } bettaed for Hid gloty? tor; being Hia, we are 
oily ate wards of it' 2to* spent in His service, 
liafc*tiu«ire time bobsaios I 4md all too abort to 
ib'WkMessed worfe Jfoty* what* treasure this, 
if wed rightly to help His work an&ftodpet labour 

in a thousand waya But what a curse both tiheee 
things are when not used for Him! 

Time. " Oh, the weary day T "What shall we 
do next to get through the day ?p "3tow shall #e^ 
ejtend the money 1 in what sin or pleasure f"' 
"To what amusement shall we got" Treasure* 
of earth! soon to go, and leave you without com1 

fort or peace in prospect of eternity, Meta are 
bound to their cons, and sins have fastened them 
down, till soon it will be too late to loose thefei. 

Some time ago, at the 4ea-ebore, a Wean mi&ht 
have been seen standing and gazing interitly on the 
water before him. A few days before, his son, a-
boy of about thirteen, had gone out wtthT't**' 
others- in a boat They bad little experiebde ta 
the management of it, and had tied into a knot ti* 
rope which held the sail, and fattened it to the 
side of the boat The wind had come down sud
denly upon them, and in a moment they wb» 
capsized, and in the water struggling for life. 
The boy was drowned, and his father badcedme 
down to look at the spot where be hfad sunk/ nOnr 
examination of tho boat afterWard, it Was found 
that the rope, which should have been held in the 
hand, had been tied, and>fthus he was lost 4 M^ 
dear reader, sin has festehed itself around you like 
the fatal rope, and links* you an* loosed and set at 
liberty by the Lord Jesus you will be lost for e*ar; 

Again I ask, Which are yours now, treaautfea *f 
earth, or treasures in heaven? Now, agbin, let 
us consider the '* 

TWO nnnroas 
of Luke vii Hfia is a grand picture of gospel 
truth. One owed five hundred pence, and the 
other fifty. He who then forgave sins is still the 
same; He still forgives those who have nothing to 
pay. This is mercy, not judgment, but pardon on 
divine ground. 

HoW blessed to heir the Saviour say taow* "Thy 
sins are forgiven thee, go t» p$ac$" Remember 
there are two thingri the sovereign of a kingdom 
can do—either forfciVe or condemn/ and so with thfc 
Lord. He does forgive, because, in the riches At 
His grace, He 6nce was oondemnedin ysuriateai •& 
soldier had deserted in the time of the .Duke of 
Wellington—desertion then wae punishable H with 
death after the third ofienoe—a wawant? waaagft 
dut for his execution, and it was handed & the 
Queen far her signature. It was a sad thing to 
send a man into eternity with a stroke of the pen, 
and Her Majesty was young at that time; andeho 
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asked the duke, who gate it to her, if there was 
nothing redeeming in the man's character. " Well/' 
said the duke, '.'he is, they say, a good sort of I 
fellow; but /see no reason why the law should not 
take its course." The Queen took the paper, and 
writing across it the word " PA&DOITOD," handed it 
back to the duke. Now, who would dare to say 
the soldier was not forgiven when the Queen had 
done this 1 What higher authority or power could 
dispute it f None. Thus God forgives the sinner 
on the ground of what Christ has done. " Through 
this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of I 
sins." (Aots ariiL) You must be forgiven, or lost 
for ever. If you are seeking to pay yourself> 
remember, nothing short of the uttermost farthing 
must be rendered—hence the abiding wrath of God 
comes on those who cannot pay it; or will you 
take the place of those who have nothing to pay, 
and accept forgiveness P Next we come to 

TWO MBIT. 

Any one seeing those two men going up into the 
temple might have said, " What a difference between 
them I" One surely is all right; he has got the 
word of God written upon his garments. But the 
Lord, who told the parable, settles the question as to 
who was justified and who was not True, they j 
both went up to pray, and to the right place too; 
but how different their prayers! One, in the pride 
of self-religiousness, spoke of what he had done and 
had not done; the other had no eyes to look to 
heaven; but, knowing the value of the blood of the 
sacrifice before which he stood, in faltering accents 
he asked God to be propitiated for him, a sinner. The 
teaching of this for us is most striking; it sets forth 
justification—"^ went down to his house justified" 
The ground of justification is blood-shedding. This 
man had to ask God to meet him; for that is the 
meaning of propitiation. But, blessed be God, we have 
not to ask that, but to thank God He is propitiated, 
and that He will meet us through the most precious 
blood of His dear Son, of which the lamb of the 
Jewish sacrifice was a figure. Only in one place can 
we meet God, and that is Calvary; only on one 
ground, there can we be justified. He who died has 
met every claim for us, broken down every barrier, 
and snapped every chain fastened around us by 
Satan. By that shed blood we are forgiven; not by 
works, or good deeds, or prayers, or religion; not 
one or all of these can save a soul or put away one 
sin, 

Oh, my friend, which of the two men do you asso

ciate yourself with? for they are types of two clasoos 
of mankind. One—Self-righteous, who got nothing; 
the other—a helpless sinner, who got everything 
from God. 

Again, the word of God speaks of 
TWO WATS, 

the broad and the narrow. (Matt, vii 13, 14). A 
man was engaged once in driving a coach in America. 
The road was a dangerous one, down a steep incline ; 
and passengers were often afraid as it dashed down, 
and held on, expecting it to go over; and besides this 
danger, the man was often drunk, and their Uvea 
were in jeopardy. A break was attached so that the 
driver could hold back the ooach, which he did in 
times of need. After this he was taken ill, and lying 
on his bed, and it seemed he was nearing his end. 
His wife often noticed that he was constantly moving 
his feet, and asked him one day why he was so 
restless. With faltering voice he replied, "I am 
going down the steep incline, and I cannot find the 
break." 

My reader, there are two way*; one is broad and 
smooth, and ends in eternal death; the other is 
narrow and safe, and ends in eternal life. It is easy 
to go down a smooth river with the current; but are 
there no dangerous places, no rocks hidden beneath 
the smooth waters, over which you may be wrecked I 
Oh, thousands are madly going down! Be not yon so 
foolish; be warned ere it be too late. The wages of 
sin is death. If you are in the broad way, the prince 
of this world is there too; for he is the governor of 
the road; but if you are in the narrow way, the Lord 
of life and glory is with you, and will "never 
leave—no, never forsake you." Thus you may be 
confident; not in self, but in Him who proved His 
love to you on the cross, and is now in the glory for 
you; and yet present to help by His Spirit in every 
time of need. 

Which way are you going ? Which side are you 
on ? These questions are of the deepest importance, 
and must be answered. 

The writer had once to reply to a written ques
tion, "Can you say your sins are washed away by 
the precious blood of Christ!" What a question. 
How was it to he answered with satisfaction to the 
poor distressed soult Was there a way? Was 
there any hopet Could it be? The word of God 
answered it, and it is on that Word you are asked to 
rest. " The blood of Jesus Christ His Son oieanaeth 

I US from all sin." (1 John i. 7). This lead* us to 
notice that there are 
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TWO 0PDH0H8. 

1 Kings rviii. 21. The altars of Baal had been 
set up, and the priests of the false god are vainly 
seeking to show that they are the true worshippers. 
They shout, ihey cry, they cut themselves, they 
leap upon the altar; but no answer, no fire comes, 
" There was neither voice, nor answer, nor any 
that regarded." The prophets of Baal are four 
hundred, and Elijah is seemingly alone. The man 
who stood for God was not afraid, or ashamed 
to repair the altar that was broken down. He 
took twelve stones; for remember, he represented 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who would 
vindicate His honour, and prove that He was the 
mighty God before the disobedient multitude* 
Calmly the wood is laid in order, the bullock is cut 
in pieces, and the four barrels filled with wateiv 
tad poured out upon the sacrifice, and on the wood. 
Three times this is done; and then Elijah asks the I 
Lord to let it be known that He is God. Then the j 
fire comes down and consumes the sacrifice, the 
wood, the stones, and the dust, licking up the 
water that was in the trench. Of what opinion are 
they now ? Readily they cry, " The Iiord, He is 
the God! The Lord, He is the God!" But the 
prophets must die. Judgment must come down 
upon them, and why? They had forsaken the Lord 
**i Sis commandments. This is the secret. How 
terrible to learn that the Lord He is God, when it 
is too late to have the mercy of that God. Not too 
late for you, my friend. Judgment has not yet 
hegon to show itself on the earth; it is " mercy 
•till reserved for thee;" but soon it will come. 
Baal had his time to prove his power, and Elijah 
could calmly wait. Grace reigns now, and God— 
the God of grace—waits to receive every lost and 
weary soul. He waits for THEB. But oh, soon His 
time will come when He shall manifest His mighty 
power, and declare to heaven and earth, and even 
things under the earth, that He is God. Now 
what is your opinion, or your thought? Hoses 
aid, " I call heaven and earth to record this day 
against yon, that I have set before you life audi 
dtath, blessing and cursing, therefore choose Ufa* 
(Beut zxx 19.) We see here the responsibility 
siting upon us to reoeive the message of mercy. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is sufficient to 
meet the need of the most depraved, and bring them 
to His feet Upon your decision hangs eternal 
blearing, or eternal separation from God, or what 
He calls death. Upon your choosing depends your | 
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salvation or condemnation, therefore cheose life, and 
choose it now. Sin is like a smooth path on which 
can be easily written many good resolutions. Said 
an old writer, "Achan little thought that the 
golden wedge would separate his soul from his 
body, and the Babylonish garment would prove his 
shroud; so beware of sin.'9 But oh, remember the 
Sin-bearer, and cast in your lot with Him; and 
believe on and trust Him before every opportunity 
be gone. But before I close we shall look back 
once more, and see a veteran soldier in the army of 
the King of kings in a strait 

BBTWIZT TWO. 

Phil. L 23. Doubtless chained between two 
soldiers may have suggested the idea about which 
the great apostle writes, when he says, " I am in 
a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart 
and be with Christ, which is far better." la 
prison, waiting the order for his execution from 
the greatest despot the world has ever seen—yet 
calm. He looked back, and was not ashamed; and 
fonftrd, to see the glory. 

Was he in doubt as to salvation? Oh, no! He 
knew what he had written to the Romans, " I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation." (Bom. i 16.) And 
to Timothy, "It is a faithful saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners." (1 Tim. i. 15.) And mark, 
the chief of sinners too, he was. He was clear as 
to justification, hence Bomans iv. and v. 1. His 
peace was a settled question. (Phil. iv. 6, 7.) His 
standing in Christ. (1 Cor. xv. 1-4.) Indeed, 
taking the entire range of gospel truth, he was pre
pared to give a confident answer to every question, 
and yet he was in a strait; but the difficulty was 
not about himself, but about others. Which would 
glorify the Lord most, to stay and toil on, or go to 
be with Him, though it be through a martyr's 
death. Paul was in' a strait betwixt two, and yet 
he was always confident. The joy of the Lord 
possessed his soul. Home and rest he longed for— 
to bathe in the full ocean of the love of God. He 
could say— 

w I've sat beside the river 
And tasted of Thy space; 
I long to drink the fountain, 
And see The* face to face." 

With Paul it was, as one has said, "To serve 
Christ was worth living for, but to be with Christ 
was worth dying for." He could look right through 
the precious wounds of God's dear Son, and see his 
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home and rest} his sins all forgiven, and even a 
crown laid up for him in heaven. Paul was not a 
mau of two ideas, or two opinions, or of two sides; 
he was one who had been decided in his uncon
verted days, and now in the days that remained he 
was. truly a man with one idea. Oh, my reader, 
on which side are you ? Pray consider. Is it the 
><ylfL? is it sin? is î  self? or can you say Gbri$i 
for met 

What will all the riches or pleasures of the 
world do for your soul ? When you come to gather 
up your feet in the departing hour, WHAT THEN ? 
Will you do as one did in his dying moments, cry 
out, " Cover my head! Cover my head!" He got 
just a glimpse of the eternal world, and was horror-
striofceu; but the clothes he clutched could not 
hide hipa then. Oh, Christies* one, what will you 
dp wfcqn there will be no shelter for thy poor 
distressed soul ? There is one Christ for you now, 
ppe Saviour ,WJIQ, loves you, one Ood who is long-
suffering, and you will not come. Who shall be to 
blame if thy soul goes sinking down, down, down 
into*an eternal hell, without one ray of hope? 

Qh> bestir thyselfj Awake from thy sleep! 
Danger is near; the door shall soon be shut. 

May the, God of all grace give thee peace in 
believing, for Christ's sake. HERBERT R. FRANCIS. 

"I LOVE JESUS; DO YOU?" 

IHE; following incident in the life of that 
- honoured servant of Christ, Robert 1C. Mc 

Cheyne, which, I think, has not appeared 
in print before, was related by one who knew tbe 
circumstance, in > the presence of the writer and 
others, some years since. It is but another proof of 
the burning desire he had for the salvation of souls, 
and the loving, as well as peiponal, way he had of 
sneaking to others. Shortly after his conversion, 
while sitting by the fireside one night, his mind 
reverted to his uncle and aunt and their two 
daughters, who were members of the Church, and in 
many .respects manifested a religious zeal, but whom 
he thought, after all, might not be really converted. 
He rose from his chair, and throwing his plaid 
across his shoulders, said, " I must go to uncle and 
aunt," although those present tried to dissuade him 
ftpui going, en account of the distance and the late
ness of the night He started off, and after walking 
through the dark and cold for some miles, reached 
his unqle'a hoipe, and with a beating heart and a 

trembling hand knocked at the door, all the time 
wondering how his message wvuld be received. 
Whep the door was opened, mi his voice so unex
pectedly heard, his two cousins and uncle and aunt 
came hurrying forward, and thinking something 
must have happened, said! " Why, Robert, whatever 
has brought you at this time of night? " He stood 
looking at th«m with solemn earaedtaess, unable to 
speak a word. "Is it bad news? Oh, tell us, 
Robert!" said the unel*. With tears in his eyes, 
and a voice tremulous with emotion, he aid," Uncle* 
Il<x*Je$u$; dofimt" Then tuwbig to {he others, 
he said again, "I km Jen*; do you*" Thinking 
he was e&cited, or had overworked his brain 
through hard study, they became a little alamtd, 
and after getting him into the room* tried all they 
(could to divert his mind by changing the conVeraa*-
tion, and by his cousins playing and singing at the 
piano. At last he asked if he might be allowed to 
read the Scriptures, which hedid, and then kneeling 
down, prayed, but with such earnestness and burning 
fervour, that they all felt he bad got a real GjbridU 
His was a real change, and his two cousins attributed 
blessing to their own soul through that visit, *nd 
became themselves earnest workers fo^Christ 

" / hvi Jetm; do you?" Could you< say that* 
dear reader? Has that wondrous* matchless love of 
Christ, which was displayed on Calvary's oross^when 
He, who knew no sin, was made sm for ^Wjfa apd 
drawn your heart to Him f I ask you agpin, Ha? 
it 1 If not, why not ? " God is love.1' " For God 
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.*' (John iii 16.) 
What more could God do, and what has not the 
Lord Jesus done t Has He not finished the work 
the Father gave Him to do ? Did He hot say. " It 
is finished,'9 ere He died on the cross ? Was He not 
there as the sin-bearer, making a fall atonement for 
the sinner's sins—the just dying for theunjtiat? 
Surely the very thought of juch love ought tp draw 
our hearts unto Him. Hear what God says: " God 
commehdeth His love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ ified ifor us." (Bom. v. 8.) 
And those who have trusted in that love can say, 
" We love Him because He irst loved us" (1 John 
iv. 19), and sing— , 

" Oh. love, thou bottomless »tywf , t 
My sins are swallowed up in thee! 

Covered is my unrighteousness, 
Nor spot remain* on met 

While Jesus' Mood, through earth and skies, 
Mercy, free, boundless mercy, cites." 

" If any man love not ther LmLJesus Christ* let 
him be Anathema Mairoatha." (1 Cor. xvi 22.) 
Solemn words, but tapje! , ^ -j S. 9*oyrr-
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THE GOSPEL OF OUR SALVATION. 

I gospel of salvstioni oh, who has hterd the call P . 
A world-wide invitation of blessing free to all! 

Whit matchless lo*e, provided at such a mighty cost, 
A pardon for the guilty, a ransom for the lost! 

The gospel of salvation I oh, sinner, come to-day 1 
No Qod, no hope, no Savioor: 'tis ma4nesa to delay! 
Beneath thy feet the yawning gul£ above tte thunders roar; 
Haste, while the voice 6t mercy sounds that soon shall call 

no more! 

The gospel of salvation! *Twas Christ that met the claim, 
Who bore the erne, and set us -free in His thrice-blessed 

And still in heaven for us He rfands, the Lttnb that bad 
been slain, 

His death awe life, His wounds our peace, His cross our 
endless gain. . 

The gospel of the glory! Ita price was paid in blood; 
Its depth, ihe shiner's utmost need; its height, the throne 

of Qod; 
Its breadth, the fulness of His grace who came from heaven 

to die; 
Its length, before the worlds were made to all eternity. 

The gospel of the glory! the pledge of endless joy, 
Where sorrow's blight can never come, or moth or rust 

destroy; 
Where aS His scattered saints shall meet, for evermore at 

heme'; 
While in His rest there's room for thee, 0 sinner, haste, 

and come! A, E. W. 

"HE REDEEMED ME;" 
OH, DBVOTEDNESS. 

tears of a slave girl, just going to be 
sold, attracted thenqtice of an Englishman 
as he entered the crowded auction-room of 

a Southern, Slave State; (in America. She stood on 
the degrading block, a mark for every eye, shrinking 
in painful timidity from the cruel gaze of that 
pitiless sea of faces. The other slaves of the same 
group did not seep* to care about it, while eaoh 
stroke of the hammer made her tremble. 

The kind n̂ an stopped; to inquire why she alone 
wept, and was informed that the others were used to 
such things, and might be glad of a change from the 
hard, harsh ̂ om ê they had oqme from, but that this 
gid had been brought up by a good owner, and she 
was terrified to think what might be her fate. 
• The bidding is going on briskly, and she is about 
to be kn^ked^0^^0 P ffffl °* Jft™*1 au(* *qp*iW™ 
aspect, wty» (tfee Englishman; gazing upon tip* 

scene which is bong enacted with amaaement and 
hoitor, his brow flushing with indignation ex
claimed, "Is it possible that in this nineteenth 
oentury of light and religion, in the midst of a 
so*oalled Christian country, human beings are stiU 
exposed and sold like beasts of burden f Nay, 
though it should cost me every ptoay I possess, I 
will rescue one at lesst from this degradation and 
misery.1' . , 

Loud and clear his voice peals over the clamour 
and oonftuion of the ptoe, "Twelve hundred 
dollars!'9 

" Thirteen hundred," growls the: brutal planter. 
" Fourteen hundred,'9 replied the Englishman. 
" Fifteen hundred," bids the American. 
There is a pause; the girl stands, her arms im

ploringly extended, her dusky features streaming 
with tears. The Englishman can hear, it no loHgeh 
"I will rescue her," he cries, "though it should 
leave me penniless. Sixteen hundred dollars 1" 

"Any advance on sixteen hundred dollars?" 
shouts the auctioneer. " Going at sixteen hundred, 
going, gone! * 

The planter turns away with a scowl on his 
sullen feee; he cannot afford to waste more money 
on such a worthless piee* of goods. Let the 
Britisher have her* 

So she is unbound and delivered over to her new 
master, who, after complying with the necessary 
formalities, turns to her and says gently, " My girl, 
I belong to a nation where slavery is unknown, and 
where thp disgraceful traffic in human flesh is 
loathed and despised. I bought you to-day, but it 
was only to set you at liberty. Go, my child, you 
are no longer a slave." 

Yet no joy came to the poop girl's feoe. " Fj*e i 
free!" She hears his words, but the idea is so new 
and stupendous that it conveys no meaning to her 
mind. She had been born a slave, and knew not 
what freedom meant. 

"What do. ypu mean?" she cries, in tones 
trembling with agitation. "How can I be free? 
my father and my mother died in slavery; now 
there can be nq freedom for ma" 

"Will this prove it to you?" replies the 
Englishman gently, as he places the papers in her 
hand. " I am going away to England, and I shall 
leave you here; you are now mistress of yourself.'9 

Her tears fell fast on the signed parchment which 
her deliverer brought to prove her freedom. Still 
gbe only looked on him with fear. 
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At last he got ready to go on his way, and aa he 
explained to her what she most do when he left, 
the light did dawn on her as to what freedom 
was, and falling down at his feet, she sobe out, 
" Oh, massa, massa, take me with you 11 will serve 
you all my days; I belong more than ever to you; 
my life and all I hare is yours." 

When strangers used to visit that master's house, 
and noticed, as all did, the loving, constant devotion 
of the glad-hearted girl, and asked her why she 
was so eager with unbidden servioe, night by night 
and day by day, she had but one answer, and she 
loved to give it: 

"He redeemed me !" 
" He redeemed me I * 
" He redeemed me!" 
If deliverance from earthly slavery called forth a 

life-long devotedness to one who had ransomed 
her with a sum of money, how much more should 
redemption from Satan, sin, and eternal death call 
for whole-hearted consecration to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has redeemed us, not with corruptible 
things as silver and gold, but with His own 
precious blood. 

An eternal and wonderful oovenant was made 
between God the Father and His Son, in which the 
Son on His part undertook to pay the penalty of 
sin for all who should believe. God the Father 
covenanted to justify them by His Son. 

In fhlness of time Jesus Christ, God's Son, per
formed His sacred stipulation. He paid the price. 
He was born at Bethlehem as a man; He endured 
years of scorn and rejection; He suffered in 
Gethsemane; He was spit upon, mocked, scourged, 
nailed to the cursed tree; He endured the wrath of 
God against sin in Hi* own body on the cross; He 
died; He descended to hades; He rose again; He 
ascended into heaven. He claims the souls He has 
purchased with His precious blood. We are not 
our own; we are bought with a price. We belong 
to another, even to the Lord Jesus; we should 
therefore glorify God in our body and in our spirits, I 
which are His. 

Our Lord purchased us at BO great a price, pot 
only that we should not perish (John iii. 16), but 
He gave Himself for us, the Church, in order that 
we might be sanctified and cleansed, made glorious, 
without spot or wrinkle, but holy and without 
blemish. 

As He looks down upon His Church now, does 
He see it thus? True, as united to Him and as 
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washed in His blood, believers are white; but 
should there not be here, and now, a greater con
formity to His image, a growing likeneas ? Where 
is it? 

Surely, if we gaze on Him, behold as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, we shall be changed into 
His image from glory to glory. 

In Titus ii. 11-14 we have the school of God, 
the school of grace. We are to be trained by grace 
to denyungodliness and worldly lusts, to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world. This 
is more than judicial. We are to look for that 
blessed hope, and the appearanoe of the glory of 
the great God and Saviour Jesus Christ 

Oh, read the fourteenth verse. Jesus gave Him
self for us; paid the price of His blood; endured 
the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God. What 
for ? In order that He might redeem us—from 
what? From hell? Yes. From wrath? Yes. But 
more, from the hell of all iniquity in our hearts 
here below, and " purify unto Himself a peculiar 
people, aealous of good works." 

Again read, in 1 Peter i i 24, Jesus " His own self 
bare our sins in His own body on the tree." Why 1 
" That we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness." And so Paul tells us, " Likewise 
reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin, but alive unto God in Jesus Christ our Lord." 
(Rom. vi. 11.) 

In confirmation of this, read also, and meditate 
upon, 2 Cor. v. 15; Gal. L 4., where we learn that 
He died for all, that they who live should not hence-
forth live unto themselves^ but unto Him who died 
for them. That He gave Himself for our sins that 
He might deliver us out of this present evil world, 
according to the will of God 

In the epistle to the Romans, when Paul had 
logically propounded the dogmas of doctrine and 
laid the stable foundation of free, foil, and eternal 
redemption, through faith in the person and work 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, he proceeds to build 
thereupon the superstructure of good works, and to 
show no less explicitly the essential junction of a 
life of whole-hearted devotedness, entire consecra
tion, holiness, and godliness. 

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.*1 

Shall we not love Him who so first loved us? 
Shall we not first give ourselves to the Lordt (2 
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Cor. viii 5,) Shall not our consecration, or self* 
dedication, be entire and once for all ? 

Jut aa we read in history, that when the 
ambassadors of Callatia were negotiating an uncon
ditional capitulation, Bgerius, on the part of the 
Romans, inquired, "Are the people of Callatia in 
their own power?" Having been answered in the 
iffirmative, he next demanded, " Do you deliver up 
yourselves, your city, your fields, your boundaries, 
your temples, your utensils, all your property, 
divine and human, into my power and the power of 
the Roman people ? * 

" We surrender alL" 
14 And so," said he, "I accept you.11 

In like manner we should be wholly given to 
the Lord, OKSTVB BBU>Y. 

NOW IS THE ACCEPTED TIME 

'Bdbold, a w is the accepted time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation."—2 GOB. vi. 2. 

FCH were the dosing words of an earnest 
appeal to the unsaved who were present 
at a gospel meeting, and He who has prom* 

ised that Hia word should not return void caused 
them, like an arrow, to enter the heart of one of the 
King's enemies. 

A young man, caring neither for the things of 
God or eternity, and living only for the world, 
sauntered into the hall just before the oloee, and 
the above words rang in his earn. He thought 
little of it, having heard them repeatedly before; 
but this time they were not to be so soon forgotten* 
While walking home, a voice kept saying, "'Now 
is the aooepted time.9" He went straight to his 
room without speaking to any one; but the still 
mall voice said, M< JTow is the day of salvation.9" 

For the whole of the week a oonflict seemed 
going on. He lost hia sleep, and hia friends won
dered what was the matter, yet he dared not till 
them the cause of his anxiety. At the end of the 
week he said to himself, "I can stand this no 
longer ;* but the voice said, " Now/9 He hurriedly 
left hia house one morning! and started off to see 
the one who from the platform on the previous 
8nnday evening had uttered those words; but 
striving at the house his oourage failed him, and 
he turned to go home. " 'Now is the aooepted 
tune,1" wflnspewd the strange voice. He turned 
again toward the houae, aad violently pulled the 

bell, lest he should again be tempted to turn back 
without seeing the evangelist He was admitted, 
and was soon sitting face to face with the servant of 
God, who asked, " What is the matter, my Mend f " 
He said, " I cannot get peace; and thoughts of God 
and eternity trouble me.99 

'"Now is the accepted f99 "Oh, sir,99 he 
said, " do not say that, for it is that which troubles 
me. I cannot get that text out of my mind since 
you repeated it last Sunday, so now I want to know 
what I shall do/9 

" What can you do? What have you been doing 
all the week %» 

" I have done all I can. First I tried to drown 
my thoughts; but in the gaiety of the world I 
oould not hush the voice, it still haunted me. I 
thai tried working and praying, and hoped to get 
comfort; but to get rid of these thoughts seemed 
impossible. I have waited all the week, thinking 
by this time I might have forgotten those woida" 

"But why not take the salvation which God has 
provided and now offers to you ? then yon will have 
the 4peace which the world cannot give.999 

" But must I not do something »H 

" No; only take the salvation by believing. Ton 
said just now that during the past week you had 
done all you could. If such is the case, it is useless 
to try any longer; and God says, 'To him that 
worketh not, but Mitvdh on Him that justified the 
ungodly, hia faith is counted for righteousness.9 

(Bom. iv. 5.) And Jesus Himself said,' This is the 
work of God, that ye Www on Him whom He hath 
sent'99 (John vi 29.) 

"Do you really want to be saved?19 

He waited in silence for some minutes, and then 
said, "I know if I have Christ now I must give 
up the world, and I am not prepared for that99 

After speaking for a little while on the importance 
of choosing nowf and warning him of the danger 
of delay, he hastily rose and left, saying, * I am 
not ready now, another time I might think differ* 
ently; but I must have a little more of the world 
first" 

Bo the interview ended. Whether he kept to 
his choice I cannot say; but he left choosing the 
pleasures which are only for a season rather than 
eternal happinesa 

It may be, dear reader, that you have had the 
importance of immediate decision pressed upon you, 
and you perhaps, like many others, have said, " Oh, 
to-morrow will be soon enough." 
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4 , I will to-morrow, that I will; 
To-morrow I mU do it. 

To-morrow comes—to-morrow goes, 
And still they are to do it; 

And so salvation is put off 
From one day to another, 

Until the day of death is one, 
And judgment Is the other/' 

Any time will suit man but ndwf and any day after 
to-day. To-day he is pressed with engagements for 
more important in his thinking! than the realities of 
eternity; but God says, "To-day'if ye will hear 
Sis voice, harden not your hearts." (Hah. iii /7, 8.) 
Not one single promise have you to rely upon that 
yon niay have salvation to-morrow. Procrastination 
is the thief of time \ and hundreds there are who 
Waited for to«moiT6w, but it never came. Now 
their doom is sealed, and the smoke of their torment 
frill ascend for ever, and ever. (Rev, ariv. 11.) If 
it were possible foryoU to ask them how it was 
their end was so awful, and why they did not accept 
the free pardon offered to them, in bitter agony they 
would have to tell, you that? they watted until it was 
too late, and now an endless eternity of weeping 
and wailing is their portion. The.young man to 
whom J referred chose the world before Christ. A 
large multitude were assembled, and asked to choose 
between two notable men: the one was a noted 
robber aid murderer, associated with crime of the 
basest sort, and fer-famed for tjis wickedness; the 
other wms no less than the Son of God, who went 
about doing good, whose faultless character Pilate 
and Herod were agreed upon (Luke xxiii. 14, 15), 
and whom the very devils were bound to ac
knowledge as A#/y. (Mark i. 24.) These two are 
held up to public gase; and the multitude are 
asked to choose whom they will have, 

BABABBAB OB JSSUS. 

They instantly made their choice, and with united 
voice they cried* "We will not have this man 
(Jesud) to reign <over us; we will have Barabbas." 
Bo they desired a murderer to be granted unto them, 
and killed the Prince of life. (Acts Hi. 14.) 

When will you, dear reader, think about these 
tilings? We ask you no* to make your choice. You 
are asked to choose between Christ and the world, 
between ftow or perhaps never. Will you be foolish 
enough to choose to-morrow, and risk your soul 
being beyond the reach of nierey? or will you, 
While it is called to-day, 
t * Take salvation— 

Take itrtopvaod happy be''? '< • 

" Rejoice, 0 young man, in thy youth;' and let thy 
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk 
in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thke 
eyes: but knew thou, that for all th&e things God 
will bring thee into judgment.'9 (Eeoles. xi 9.) 

"Hasten, sinner, to be blest; 
Stay not for to-morrow's sun, 
Lest perdition thee arrest 
Ere the mbrrow is begun." 

P. H. D. 

GOD IS MEECIFCTL. 

tN a wretched hovel in B • a woman lay upon 
her death-bed; She had been an upright, hard
working woman. W^st in health, she had been 

quite satisfied with her prospects for the world to 
come. She ha£ felt tws that God would be merci
ful to such a well-doing person as she was. But 
now death was at hand. She was about to meet 
her God. The light of eternity was dispelling the 
false notions of time. She was without Christ; 
and now she saw clearly that to be without Christ 
is to be €i without hope." She saw that, notwith
standing all her goodness, she was just about to 
enter on an undone eternity. • J < 

Her neighbours came round her. They reminded 
her how respectable and honest and hard-working 
she had been, and told her she had little reason to 
•fear. But this brought her no corfrfort In letters 
of fire the Lord was Writing upon her awakened 
conscience, "By the deeds of the law shall mojUk 
living be justified.91 

A Christian minister was sent for. i He showed 
her that she had just cause to be alarmed; that 
even *n$ unpardoned rin would be enough to sink 
her soul down to hell. But he told her of JMBUB, 

and of the fulness <rf pardon which has taenrffar-
chased through His sufferings and death. He 
showed her that it was for anrantfas-Jesus died, and 
not for good people, (read Marik*ii. 17; Bom. v. 
6^8); and (that BECAUSE she was a BUOTBB she ww 
invited and commanded by God to take Jesus » a 
Saviour for herself in particular, and to receive at 
ones th? pardon and salvatiofa which He died to 
purchase. ; ^ .. 

She heard the good news aadiyund unbelievingly. 
Summoning her remaining strength, *hef said, "I 
thank yob, sir, for coming to See mej fetat it's too 
late now* I shall never, mmna aeefc/ye* again^ 
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It was the last effort of her failing strength. She 
died shortly after, and died without hope. 

Header, axe your sins forgiven? Have you 
accepted Jeans as a Saviour for yourself in par
ticular, and obtained forgivmeu through His blood ? 
Or, is your only ground of hope for eternity a 
vague notion that God will be merciful to you? 
God i$ merciful—so merciful that He took THE SOK 
out of His bosom, and gave Hoc to die in the 
itesd of ungodly men and women. He is so mer
ciful that He makes welcome into His family 
whemeoer comes to Him willing to be saved, for the 
aks of Jeans. But remember, JESUS is the ONLT 

CHUtm through *Meh Mis mercy can reach you, 
He wifl not be merciful to any one who does not 
tocept JmcB aa a Saviour for himself in particular. 
Hare you done that?; Are you doing that? 

Obe may say, "I have never committed any 
great on: God will be merciful to me." No; He 
will not He will cast you into hell for your little 
mk tnilees you accept Jews, and the pardon and 
sshrifaft'pnfehased through His blood. (Bead Acts 

Another may say,'" I am not what I should be, 
bat I SJB very sorry for my faults: God will be 

No; He will not. If you do not 
receive JESUB, THE GOT OP GOD, to be your own, 
you mast perish, and that lor ever, (Bead Acts iv. 
11, w.) 

Another may say,." I attend the church, and do 
the beat I can: God will be merciful to mi." No; 
Ha will not, dear reader. Doing the best you can 
is but a laborious way of getting to hell. It takes 
the beat that Jesus can —His life, and his sin-
stoning death—to bring a man to heaven. God is 
to nserafol as to have given His Sow to die for 
the ungodly 

Sake year own. place. It is that of an ungodly 
tinner. Read as your only hope the sufferings and 
death of Jeans. : He died for the ungodly. Claim 
His death, then, as your own—His dying as a reason 
why yon should live. Present that plea to God, 
«nd i t once His merafal Balvation is yours—yours 
rigMeimsly—-yours for ever. But let me warn you 
nottoliope that God will be merciful to you if you 
continue to neglect the salvation which He has 
pvtmdod for you through the sufferings and death 
of His dear Son. Such a hope is but a ruinous 
Athtfion* Cast it from ̂ you. 

ft* to Jems. . He has solid hope to give* 
"This is the stone which was set at ltought of 

you builders, which is become the head of the 
corner. Neither is there salvation in any other; for 
there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved." 

"SINNER, COME! SINNIiB, COME!" 

Some ooloured oonverte in South Africa have recently erected,* eiald--
ing lor •orabip and preaching of the gotpeL To this has often 
attached a ben, •hichierung before each eerrioe. The tone* of the 
bell give oat the eotrnd of the worde,4'Sinner, oome J sinner, oome I" 

ARK! the gospel message sounding, 
Sinner, come! sinner, come! 

Grace o'er sin iB still abounding, 
Sinner, oomel sinner, oome! 

Full and free is God's salvation, 
Far and wide the proclamation, 
Loving is the invitation, 

Sinner, come! sinner, comeT ~ 

Hjut thou long in sin been sleeping ? 
Sinner, come! sinner, come J 

Bitter is the harvest-reaping, 
Sinner, come! sinner, oome! 

All thy true condition knowing, 
God is freely life bestowing, 
Now the streams of grace are flowing, 

Sinner, oome! sinner, oome! 

Has the world the heart been keeping P 
Sinner, come! sinner, come! 

Borne new pleasure ever seeking F 
\ Sinner, come! sinner, oome! 

All who love its course to follow, 
Soon must share its night of sorrow, 
Canst thou oount upon the morrow P 

Sinner, come! sinner, come! 

Has the heart for sin been breaking P 
Sinner, come! sinner, come! 

Art thou to its doom awaking P 
Sinner, oome! sinner, oome! 

He who does the messags sand thee, . 
Still is waiting to befriend thee, 
All His mercy shall attend thee, 

Sinner, come! sinner, oome! 

Now the blood of Christ is speaking, 
Sinner, come! sinner, come! 

Of the pardon thou art seeking, 
Sinner, come! sinner, come! 

In His blessed name believing, 
To His work and merit cleaving, 
l ife, and joy, and peace, receiving, 

Sinner, oome! sinner, come! 
W. H. P. C. 
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Notices. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO OUE HEADERS. 

W i have now reached the beginning of another year of our 
happy service in conducting this publication, and we do so 
with great thankfulness and gratitude to God for His 
continued blessing, which has rested on our work. We 
have had continued testimony from various parts of the 

K* >be that the truths contained in The Gospel Watchman 
ve been blessed to the salvation of souls. To Him be 

all the praise. 
We take this opportunity of again asking our Christian 

friends for their practical sympathy and help in the circu
lation of our paper. We rejoice to say that year by year 
oar circulation has been maintained; but we are still de
sirous of its extension, feeling confident that the Lord will 
use it to wider usefulness. We therefore ask our readers 
to aid us in the matter of making it known in circles where 
hitherto it has not reached. 

Christians interested in evangelistic work of any kind 
will find oar paper a moat useful addition to the preached 
Word. It is well adapted for general distribution, or for 
lending from house to house. 

THE LORD'S POOR. 

FOB some years past a few of our readers have sent us 
small sums to distribute to the aged and sick poor of the 
flock. Knowing of many such, we would *gun say that 
we shall feel it a great privilege to be the medium of con
veying any gifts that may be sent to us to those who, 
during the inclement season we are now passing through, 
are needing sometimes the very necessaries of life. 

BaomvHD.—J. Q., 10s. J. G. P., 14s. Mrs.T.,£l . 
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H E N R Y M 0 0 R H 0 U 8 E . 

WITH very great sorrow we record the death, in the prime 
of his life and of matured capacity for usefulness, of our 
beloved and valued brother, Henry Moorhouse. For the 
peat three years he has suffered from disease of the heart, 
was called to his rest at midnight of Monday, 27th 
December, aged forty, and was buried on the last day of 
the old year in the presence of many of his brother-evan
gelists and other friends, some from long distances. Among 
those who took part in the service at the grave were his 
early and constant friends, John Hambleton, Richard 
Weaver, and John Street 

But, being dead, he yet speaketh. All our readers, and 
all who know Mr. Moody, mow how much, at the outset 
of his career, he owed to Henry Moorhouse. Truly the 
seed sown by the brother who has gene has borne abundant 
fruit, and, we trust, will bear yet more abundantly for 
veara to come, in the work for God of D. L. Moody, Major 
Whittle, and others in America, as well as not a few in 
England, who profited by his simple, dear, and, forcible 
expositions of the Good Tidings. 

The following letters express some little of the affisc-
tionate regard in which he was held: 

11 DKAKBHOTHSB,—Our dear little brother has gone home; 
his great heart was too big for his little frail body. I 
stayed at his house three or four nights a week while 
labouring in Manchester during December. His sufferings 
were great, coughing for hours together, but his happy 
smile throughout completely answered to that predion* 
peace of soul reigning within. c Oh, all right,9 he would 
say,' it's only a cough; it would be worse if there were 
no cough.' Galling to see him on Monday last before be 
left us, I grasped his arms, as his face betokened that the 
enemy, death, was doing his last work, and odd, * Hurry, 
we shall soon meet up yonder/ He replied, while gasping 
for breath, 'Sure, sure, sure!' # 

" There was a native simplicity in this dear lad ever since 
he was brought to the Lord. We travelled together when 
he was about nineteen, and his little anecdotes would, in 
two or three minutes, fill a whole congregation with tears 
of joy. In his sleep, at that time, he would talk of Jesus, 
and often be as though he were preaching, saying, ' We 
ought to be more honest, more truthful; living Gear to 
God. God wantssws; Christ wants***; the Holy Ghost 
wants men—men of truth, men of God!' His growth in 
the knowledge of his Bible in the yean that followed has 
been proved by his works, which wUl follow him. How 

81nmly viable is the work of God, in putting into such a 
ttle frail vessel as our brother, suoh a treasure, showing us 

all that the excellency of the power is of God, and not of us. 
—Yours in Him, JOHH HAKBLYTON." 

MR. CHABLBS INOLIS writes:—" Although Buffering in-
tense pain, he was enabled to cheer the sorrowing ones 
around him with such words as • All, all is well;9 and to 
his own«little Willie' he could leave that precious text that 
he ever loved to speak of—«God is love/ M 

When we saw him a week or two since, he said he 
thought his work for Christ was nearly done; and as we 
gazed at his remains, we could hardly realise even then 
that those lips would never again tell of Jesus and 
His love to suiners, and that his well-worn Bible, which 
lay in its aocustomed place, would never again be used bv 
him in helping young converts, and in edifying the Church 
of God. 

Twenty yean ago he was brought to Christ in one of 
the meetings in Manchester, and from the very first began 
to speak for his Lord; and from that time tin just before 
his departure he has been incessant in the Masters service. 
8ome of us who knew him intimately, end have laboured 
with him in this and other lands, have met not only with 
many who were brought to Christ thrbugh his instrumen
tality, but very many Christians to whom his precious 
Bible-readings nave been made a lasting blessing. Yester
day (Bee. Si) a number of us carried his remains to the 
Ardwick Cemetery to await the morning of the resurrection, 
when the sleeping saints will be changed, and the living 
ones caught up to meet their Lord in the air. As we stood 
around that open grave we were able to, sing, though our 
eyes were dimmed with tears—* 

"Thsrt'D bene psrfiag, 
There'll be no parting there." , 

And as that song went up from the many who wetfe there, 
we thought of the day about to dawn when we all should 
meet to go no more out for ever. Need \ ask that friends 
here and in America will refoember his widow in their 

Cyers, that the God of all graeetfiiy aaMti* her'in this 
vytrialf ,* p\ i 
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•' WATCHMAN, what of the night* 
The watchman said, The morning 
cometh, and a1*o the night: if ye 
will enquire, enquire ye: return, 

(T .' \h ixi. 12.) 

" SON of man. I have set thee * 
watchman unto the house of Isra< 1; 
therefore thou shalt hear the word 
at my mouth, and warn them from 
me." flizeltiet xxxili. 7.) 
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"SUDDENLY DESTROYED!" 

NUMBER of persons professed conversion 
at the gospel meetings then being held in 
the village of B . Not a few who had 

prmondy considered themselves " very good Chris-
tints," and were looked upon as such by others, 
discovered that they were guilty sinners, under the 
condemnation and wrath of a holy and sin-hating 
God. 

His, regularly attended the services, and 
became deeply concerned about her soul. The Holy 
Spirit showed her that she was ruined and lost. 
Night after night she seemed greatly troubled, and 
though again and again pointed to God's way of 
salvation, appeared not to be able to grasp it. The 
cause, however, was discovered—she was pursuing 
a course of conduct she knew to be wrong, and she 
was aware if she became a Christian she would have 
to renounce it. She was unwilling however to do 
so, and preferred risking her soul's salvation, and 
though again and again urged to decision she 
procrastinated. 

Some time after this two of the Lord's servants 
were led to preach the gospel in the village. 
Mrs, • • » on being invited, refused to attend the 
meetings, declared that the preachers were "de
ceivers*" and did everything in her power to prevent 
others from going. Day by day she became more 
active and determined in her opposition to the 
truth; and when the preachers had oocaaion to 
pass her house, if she saw them, she spoke jeeringly 
and insultingly. 

The last of the open-air meetings of the series 

was being held in the immediate neighbourhood pt 
Mrs. house. Everything that she could do to 
disturb the meeting was tried, and she was heard 
shouting at the pitch of her voice, "You are 
deceivers, you are deceivers/9 The preacher in 
closing his address solemnly repeated the following 
Scripture in her hearing: " fie that being OFTEN 

BEPBOVBD HARDENETH HIS KBCK, SHALL SUDDENLY BE 

DESTROYED, AKD THAT WITHOUT BBMBDY." ( P r O V . 

xxix 1.) Little did he know that the words would 
be so soon fulfilled. Shortly after this, while seated 
one day at her own table recovering from a severe 
illness, a blood-Vessel burst, the blood spurted 
out, and with a low, deep moan she passed into 
eternity. 

Reader, take warning from this sad and solemn 
incident. Don't you remember the time when you 
were concerned about your soul's welfare, and were 
"almost persuaded91 to be a Christian? You did 
not wish thm to be saved. You reasoned within 
yourself, and said, "If I become a Christian I shall 
have to give up this, that, and the other thing, and 
I am not willing to do so." Those impressions are 
now gone, and you are " gospel-hardened." Take 
heed! "Because there is wrath, BEWARE LEST H I 

TAKE THEE AWAY WITH His STfcoXB: then a great 
ransom cannot deliver thee." (Job xxxvi. 18.) 
Continue in your present condition afad the Scrip
tures may be fulfilled in your experience: "He 
that being 6WEN REPROVED HABDBKBTH HIS HBCK, 

SHALL SUDDENLY BB DE6TBOYED." You have been 
often warned, and entreated to escape coming wrath 
and judgment; but you have hardened your neck, 
and steeled your heart in rebellion. Doubtless you 
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expect in the future to have " leisure " to think on 
these things more seriously and calmly; or, it may 
be, you are waiting till a " sick-bed/' or a " death
bed." Be warned. Before to-morrow morning you 
may be cut down as a cumberer of the ground, and 
then you will find out, when too late, that you are 
lost to all eternity. Think of the poor Christ-re
jecter in the village of B . Doubtless she 
11expected" to get to heaven at the last; but she 
chose the world, and was " suddenly destroyed." 
Settle the great question now. Christ or Satan? 
Heaven or Hell for eternity ? Which ? Delay not 
a moment longer, but even now look away from 
self and sin to the Lord Jesus dying for you, and 
be saved for eternity. (Isa. xlv. 22 j John vi. 47.) 

ALIOAHDBB MARSHAL!* 

THE PEN-Y-GRAIG MINE EXPLOSION. 

•DRHT was discovered that another living collier 
BfS HD was in the mine. One of the exploring 
Kauai parties heard the voice of a man speaking 
to them, but could not recognize what he said. 
After some time, they succeeded in bringing up 
John Morgan. As he came up out of the cage, he 
was supported on either side by a fellow-labourer. 
Morgan had been in the pit exactly thirty-six hours 
since the explosion took place. He was found lying 
under a large heap of rubbish, but some planking 
had fallen BO as to form a complete archway over 
him. When the crowd carrying Morgan arrived at 
his house, the scene which took place was exciting 
in. the extreme. On the door-step stood his youngest 
son, a boy of about seven years old, down whose 
cheeks the tears streamed as he clapped his hands, 
danced about for joy, and shouted, "Dadda is com
ing home again, dadda is coming home again." 
(Daily Tekgraph, Dec 13th, 1880.) What a scene 
of joy 1 Who can enter into the joy of that child, 
or of that wife, who had given up as dead her 
husband, having been so long entombed 1 It was 
like life from the dead. When all hope had fled, 
then to have the joy of welcoming home one so 
dear to them all* The joy of this wife was founded 
upon a fact* not a rumour. If anyone had come to 
our friend in all her sorrows, and said, " Well, jwr-
haptt after all, he may not be dead, and so make the 
best of it live in hope; bear up, it may be all 
right*" &&d so on, certainly it would not have 
brought her much peace or comfort; but when, 
borne along by two strong men, she sees the form of 

one so beloved being brought into the house, then 
she can rejoice in the/act. 

Now, so it is with the sinner in reference to a 
vastly greater matter, not of the body, but of the 
souL Why may we have joy ? Why may we have 
settled peace? The answer is plain and simple. 
Because Jesus died. He who was rich, for our sakes 
became poor, and shed His blood for us. You may 
have been thinking of the sad past of sin and folly, 
of all you have done and left undone, and wondering, 
Is there mercy for me ? am not I too far gone f are 
not my sins too many and too dark? Oh, no! the 
mighty Jesus brings you the glorious news Himself. 
He died, but now He lives. He made peace, He 
broke the bars of the grave, and having put sin 
away, now offers salvation to whosoever will* Does 
not joy spring up? My friend, it is « fact; a 
certainty, not a hope. To prove that He put away 
sin, He rose from the grave, and was seen of many, 
before He took His present place at God's right hand. 
Our friend was freed from the rubbish of the earth 
around him by a band of strong men, who knew 

j his state, and the sad end that seemed to be before 
their companion; but they worked, and at last 
brought to the surface this poor man. Surely this 
is like Jesus! He has seen our danger, and He 
came to save. His mighty arm has wrought out 
salvation. He did it in love and compassion to sin
ful man. His blood is a proof of this. 

The party of workmen must have entered into 
the joy, and all more or less did. The children 
clapped their hands, and said, " Dadda come homa" 
They could not enter into the danger the father had 
been exposed to, but they understood the joy of his 
return. Are you coming home, my friends ? Are 
you coming to the. One you have neyer known, bat 
who now opens His loving arms for you ? There 
will be joy in heaven when you come back. Angels 
will rejoice, and oh, what joy on earth! Joy in 
your heart first, joy in your home, joy for those you 
know and who know you. I have sometimes 
thought what an awful word that is—u There is 
but a step between you and death" (1 8am. xx. 8); 
but it seems to me very true. Of many who hear 
the gospel it is terribly true, as in regard to our 
miner friend, only a step between them and death 
But think what a step this k! Though you may 
not think it near, it maybe; and are you prepared? 
I t i s A PASIIVO 8TKF, A SOLTTABr S T » , A SOUKMK 8T». 

May God help you to decide now, and to take the 
step that shall bring eternal blessing to your pre
cious souL H. B. fjuvdOL 

Digitized by Google 



MA»CH 1, 1881.) THE GOSPEL WATCHMAN. 23 

HAVE TOU PEACE IN BELIEVING? 

H OOMIC anger was brought to a know
ledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, and as 
soon as he had found joy and peace in 

bettering, he determined to serve the devil with 
his voice no longer, so he felt constrained by the 
love of God to forsake the oooapation which had 
been the means of his earning the bread which 
perisheth. 

For some time he was unable to get work in 
which he would be able to glorify God, so that his 
money was exhausted and his clothes nearly worn 
out; but he knew in whom he had believed, and 
was confident that He "would not withhold any 
good filing from them who walk uprightly." I 

One day, while walking along the road, he was 
met by ana who had bean employed at the same 
mumê MUly who thus aeoosted him: 

" Well, your religion has not done much for you. 
I see your coat is very shabby, and I venture to 
say you a n out of cash. Now look here, take my 
advice, give up your Christ and your hymns, and 
come and sing songs again at ——music-hall; then 
you wfll be like me, with plenty of clothes, and a 
Ktfle money in the pocket as well." 

"Hank you for your advice,'9 he replied; "but 
I can boast of having more than you, although, as 
you rightly judged, I am without money." 

"How do you make that out?" he asked 
" I will tell you," ho answered, "You know 

that, altar we had finished of an evening, wo alwaye 
went home of all men the moat miserable; and you 
to-night will go homo, after the performance, as 
wretched as possible. You cannot deny it; but 
now that I have Christ I always go home happy, 
and I would sooner have peace with the Lord Jesus I 
than all the money I ever earned, with misery now 
and despair throughout eternity*" 

He made no reply; for he felt what had been told 
him waa the truth* He had not peace, and oh, how 
readily would he have given his money, his all, if ] 
ha ecuM have felt like his friend! So, with his 
mind still mom. uneasy than at the first, he left his 
friend to go on his way. | 

Dear reader, have you peace? There is peace 
to be had which, tip world cannot give, and better 
for, it cannot take away. The peace which this 
world tries to give does not last It may last until 
jou are 0p joqr death-bed, or until you enter the 
gfjbm of etenrity; b # then you will arouse your

self to see that you have been lulled to sleep in the 
arms of the wicked one, and he whispered, " Peace, 
peace, when there was no peace;" for God Himself 
has declared there is no peace to the wicked (Isa. 
xlviii 22.) 

The men of this world will tell you the only 
way to get peace is to save up sufficient money, so 
that in your old age there will be nothing to worry, 
and you will be sure of ending your days in peace. 
What a false statement 1 Yet there are many who 
believe it, and like a French gentleman, who firmly 
adhered to his belief, that if he could only realise 
a certain amount he would retire from business and 
live in peace. His business considerably increased, 
but with it increased mental weakness. He could 
not sleep at night for fear of being robbed, and 
kept loaded firearms near his bed. So he lived, 
with plenty of money, but without that peace 
which he had hoped to get with i t 

There are some who will tell you that peace and 
happiness can be found in palaces of pleasure, and 
in drinking deep draughts of this world's follies 

| and gaieties; but be sure of this, although men 
persuade, and the world allure, yet you will not 
find peace in such things; for after the pleasure is 
over there is still left a sting on the conscience, 
with a heavy, sorrowful heart, and often an aching 
head. 

There was one who tried everything that could 
be found in this world to produce happiness. He 
was indeed a wiee man, for he had his wisdom 
given him from God, and he summed up his ex
perience, and said, " All is vanity and vexation of 
spirit" (Bed. i l ) 

Surely you wfll not say that is true peace; but 
there is One who can give the guilty conscience 
peace, and if you are seeking peace you must get it 
from that One, who alone can give comfort to the 
troubled soul. 

If we look back to the manger, and traoe His 
life on to the cross, we shall see that His mission 
was to make the way whereby He might speak 
words of peace to poor lost hell-deserving sinners. 

While a few poor shepherds were minding their 
flocks, a glorious announcement was made that in 

j the city of Bethlehem there was born " the King 
of the Jews," who was to save His people from 
their sins; and almost before they fully understood 
the wondrous message, they heard the whole host 
of heaven praising God and giving Him the glory; 
for on ear£h is to be proclaimed peace. (Luke ii. 
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8-14.) With all possible haste they make their 
way to the city, and there they find the Son of God 
11 lying in a manger;" for there was no room else
where for Him; and with glad hearts they returned 
praising the One who had privileged them to see 
Him whom kings and prophets had desired to 
look upon. 

Bat men's hearts were hard, and their eyes 
blinded by the god of this world. They wanted 
some one who would come with the glory of an 
earthly monarch. They saw no beauty in the One 
who was " a friend of publicans and sinners," and 
who would not countenance that which was con-
trary to the mind of God, but openly reproved of 
hypocrisy and sin; and as the One " separate from 
sinners," He was also the " rejected of men," a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, (Isa. 
liii.8.) 

As we behold His agony in Gethsemane's garden, 
we ask ourselves why it was He endured those 
hours of agony % And as we follow Him to the 
cross, and hear him cry, "My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?" and again, "It is 
finished," as He bows His sacred head and dies, we 
ask again, Why was it ? Bear friend, tell me why 
it was? 

" Was it for crimes that I had done 
He died upon the tree P" 

Yes, He died for m*, that He might make peace 
through the blood of His cross (Col. i. 20), so that 
I, a rebel, might be reconciled to an injured God. I 

You may know that He died to make peace; but 
have you got it f 

" Being justified by faith, we HAVE peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Bom. v» 1.) 
We are justified by faith; not by anything that we 
can do, but on the ground of what another ha$ done. 
It was after the resurrection that the Lord Jesus 
spoke peace to His disciples, and when He had 
spoken peace He showed them Hit hands and His 
feet (John xx 19*35); and on the ground of what 
He had done, seen by the print of the naik in His 
hands and feet, they were able to rest in a finished 
work. 

" That which can shake the cross 
May shake the peace it gave, 

Which tells me Christ has never died, 
Or never left the grave." 

You will not get this peace by working or 
waiting; but now, in whatever condition you may 
be in, you may have joy and peace in Minting. 

F. H. D. 

THE DISEASE AND ITS CURE. 
" They that are whole need not a physiota; bmt they that 

are sick."—LUKE v. 31. 

ANY were the diseased ones brought to 
Jesus in the days of His flesh; and none 
went from Htm disappointed, all obtained 

the needed cure. Healing virtue continually flowed 
from Him for the restoration of disordered bodies 
and minds, and blessed "gracious words," like 
healing medicine, poured forth from His divine, 
compassionate lips for the recovery of their sm-
disordered souls. His word gave then freedom 
from bodily pain; His ward aim conveyed life* 
liberty, and unspeakable joy to their gmlfc*pf>reased 
souls. " A great multitude of people eame to hmt 
Him, and to be heaM of thfeii diseases; and they 
that were vexed with unclean spirits: and they 
were healed. And the whole Multitude s«ught to 
touch Him: for there went virtue out of Him, and 
healed them alL" (Luke vi 17-19.) 

In these cures we soo the manifestation, both of 
divine mercy and of divine power. By them we 
learn that the great mission of Jeeua Christ into 
the world was to work miracles in men's SOBIS—to 
cure spiritual diseases. This is deariy implied in 
the text quoted above—our Lord's reply to the 
Pharisees, who murmured that He eat down with 
publicans and sinners: " They that are whole need 
not a physician; but they that are sick.19 The 
sickness here referred to was doubtless man's moral 
ruin and misery. Those who fed the need of a 
physician are those who know and feel the pain of 
their disease. Such were these with whom the bleeeed 
Master was eating at this-time. To them Jesus was 
a Friend indeed; for He, and He alone, could relieve 
them in their present need and distress of sbuL 

Bodily sickness was to Christ a feint orrtward 
picture of man's terribly degraded inward state as 
a fallen sinner. When physical disease has done 
its worst it can but bring the body to the grave; 
but that awful moral disorder, sin, robs the soul of 
all that can be called blessed now, and at length, 
alas! will bring soul and body to 6ternal darkness 
and misery. Think of the rtAtasokttrttSB of man's 
disease. " The whole head is sick,- and the Whole 
heart is faint From the sole of the foot even unto 
the head there is no soundness in ft; but wounds, 
and bruises, and putrifying sores, (Isa. L 6, 6.) 
Such is the moral spectacle.that mall presents to 
God. It is not an overdrawn picture; it is the 
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dirine estimate of Hum's spiritual ruin. What a 
wreck! What hath sin wrought? Man is alto
gether corrupt; there is no health in him. Shapen 
m iniquity. Born in Aim. ** Every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart only evil continually.99 

(Gen. Ti 5.) "Their threat is an open sepulchrej 
with their tongues they have need deceit; the 
poisan of asps is nder their lips i whose mouth is 
full of and bitterness: their, feet are swift 
to shed blood" (Bom. ill 13-15.) Could anything 
be mete appalling or sad than this unerring de-
aeripfeksa of the utter depravity of human nature. 

3. Consider the UHIYERSAUTT of the disease. 
This mend contagion reaches to every member of 
the human finally. There is no exception to the 
rale. The poison of sin is in every heart. The 
abeam of corruption flows from the fallen head to 
every child of Adam's race. " As it is written, 
Than is *oro righteous, no, KOT on* They are 
m gene out of the way • • . there is none that 
doeth good, no, NOT OWE." (Rom. iii. 10, 12.) What 
a sweeping declaration! Not am is exempt from 
m. All are spiritually sick. 

3. The disease of sin is also IHOTTCUBLB as far as man 
is career nod. It ia altogether beyond human aid. It 
bailee every man-devised remedy. "For thus 
stttb the Lord, Thy bruise is inaurtble, and thy 
wound ia grievous . . . thou hast no healing 
medicine*" (Jer. xxx. 12, 1&) We have some-

the physician steading in the midst of 
watchers by the. bedside of some loved 

earthly friend, and after dose examination, he 
sadly answers their earnest enquiries by saying, 
" I can do nothing mow; he is beyond the reach of 
my power." The physician is utterly helpless to 
cope with the disease. So in the case of man's 
spiritual state* every human effort must be fruitless, 
and human skill entirely fail to stay the deadly 
progress of an, or heal .the wi-etrieben soul. The 
restoring balm, the Ufe-gw&g virtues the healing 
medicine, is not found in the sinner's own works or 
in any human merits. " Many physicians" may 
be tried (see the case of the woman in Mark v. 26), 
but all in vain; disappointment and despair must be 
the experience sooner or later of all who slight 
H Gad's remedy lor stn," If Jesus is neglected, the 
malady must come to a fttal issue. New let me 
earnestly ask you, dear reader, Have TOO seen 
your aioknesa? Have yon felt the pain of your 
<fiaca»s? Are tfccee thing to you reaUHes or fables, 
idle tales?/ Do you feel your need of the great 

Healer? Have you ever come in contact with 
Him ? Have you so seen your guilt and need as to 
be led to cry like, David, " Lord, be merciful unto 
me: HEAL MT SOUL; for I have sinned against thee" ? 
(Ps. xli 4.) 

I remember some time ago visiting frequently 
a man brought down by consumption, and al
though he was daily sinking, he was continually 
speaking of "getting better,11 and soon "being 
about again/1 He spoke in this strain the last 
morning I was with him, urging him to trust the 
Saviour of sinners; and in the evening, as the sun 
was setting in the western skies, his soul passed 
into eternity. That man, notwithstanding that he 
had been told of his condition, seemed to be entirely 
ignorant of his imminent danger. How sad! And 
is not this an illustration of many, who are spirit
ually sick, in danger of losing their immortal souls, 
and yet utterly careless about it I Is this your case, 
dear reader 9 

" Time is earnest, passing by; 
Death is earnest, drawing nigh; 
Sinner, wilt thou trifling be ? 
Time and death appeal to thee." 

Having so far looked at the disease, let ua now 
oonsider the Physician. 

"I will restore health unto thee, and I WILL 
HEAL THXB of thy wounds, saith the Lord.19 (Jer. 
xxx. 17.) This is a gracious promise to poor 
" outcast" Zion. And how rich in comfort, how 
Ml of encouragement, for the disconsolate sinner 
who, feeling the burden of guilt, knowing some
thing of the terrible malady of sin, and the fruit-
lessaess of all his own vain attempts to better his 
state—"I WILL HEAL THKB." David speaks with 
joy of The Great Physician in Psalm ciii. 3 : " Who 
healeth ALL thy diseases/9 And again in Exodus 
xv. 36: " I atn Jehovah that healeth thee.99 The 
Almighty Healer, who trod the wilderness with 
Israel of old, we meet again in Npw Testament 
times, clothed in human form, " Who went about 
doiitg good, and healing all that were oppressed 
with the DeviL'9 (Acts x. 3&.) And, blessed be 
God, whose compassion and power remains un
changed to this day. 

1. He is the ONLY Physician. 
The power to cure the sin-sick soul belongs only 

to Christ Marvellous cures have been wrought 
in the bodies of men by earthly physicians of late, 
and these things are causes for thankfulness. But, 
oh! whence shall help come f Who can supply a 
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remedy that will touch the moral disorder of the 
soul? Who can rid man of the leprosy of sin? 
Who can restore health to the sinner deformed with 
the guilt of transgression against the Host High ? 
We answer, "None but Jesus can do helpless 
sinners good.'1 When Ephraim saw his sickness, 
and Judah saw his wound, then went Ephraim to 
the Assyrian; TET COULD HE NOT HEAL YOU, nor 
cure you of your wound. 

u In vain the soul may elsewhere go, 
Jesus alone can save." 

Oh, look to Him, fellow-sinner, He can raise you 
from your spiritual ruin. Perhaps you have tried 
almost everything—alms, resolutions, reformations, 
prayers, and "religious duties." You have u waited,11 

and " hoped,11 and wept, but all in vain. You are 
brought to your wits1 end. May you now look to 
him who alone can relieve you, and who says to you 
as you read this paper, " WILT THOU be made whole ? " 

2. Surely the ETPKBTKNOB of this Physician should 
encourage thee. What a variety of oases sought 
His aid when on earth, to be cured of bodily com
plaints, and not one went away unblest And oh! 
blessed news; though you may think your case a 
most extreme one, we tell you that he has treated 
most successfully some of the worst cases that 
could possibly be found. Think of Saul of Tarsus, 
"the chief of sinners;1' John Bunyan, and John 
Newton, and a host of others, who might be 
mentioned as " testimonials " to the skill and power 
of the Son of God. Put your case into His hands, 
and you shall find a balm for every wound, a salve 
for every sore, healing medicine for every malady. 

8. His treatment is INFALLIBLE. 

He never lost a patient Not one ever failed of 
cure that He took in hand. He has no " home for 
incurables." Sin may almost have done its worst 
in you; you may be given up by your friends as be
yond recovery; you may be among the off-scouring 
of society—one of the devil's castaways, as old 
Rowland Hill would say; and yet Jesus Christ will 
receive you, and make you whole. Oh, seek His face 
without delay! Go at once to Him. He is always 
" at home " when a needy one knocks at His door. 

State your case fully to Him; tell Him your 
sins, your desires, your sorrows, your tears, and He 
with tender heart will listen to your tale of woe, 
and with unfailing skill and gentle hand will bind 
up your broken spirit, and pour the oil of joy into 
your wounded soul. 

4. Consider the pnounum MAHHEE etf His oum. 
He heals his patients with His own stripes—' < By 

His stripes we are healed." (Isa. liii. 6.) He heals 
our wounds by being Himself wounded—"He was 
wounded for our transgressions." He removes our 
sickness by bearing it Himself. My dear friend, 
look by faith to Him who was nailed to yon blood
stained tree, and bdme that He hung there for thee. 
Trust the healing virtues of His psaouns blood. 
If thy conscience is smitten and thy soul afiioted 
by the bitterness of sin, believe in thy inmost soul 
that he was "stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted" 
for thee. If thou art feeling the eune of thy 
malady, remember that the44Man of Sorrows"wu 
" made a curse " FOB ran. If with breaking heart 
you are longing for pardon and peaoe, consider the 
meaning of those wondrous words that fell from the 
lips of the Saviour on tie tree—" Beproach hath 
broken my heart1' (Psalm Lux. 20.) 0, sine*, 
with tears of contrition bow, conferring "Hs DIED 
FOE ME." 

Not only are we healed by His stripes, but He 
also heals by His word—"He sent His word and 
healed them.19 (Psalm oviL SO.) He needs but to 
speak and the cure is effected, the work is done, 
the sinner is made whole, his conscience is at ease 
—his heart at rest " He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on Him that sent me, fmth everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life.'9 (John v. 24.) Best 
your soul, dear reader, not upon your feelings or 
thoughts, but upon His unchanging Word. Dost 
thou believe on the Son of God! If you do 
honestly believe that He was wounded for IOTO 
transgressions, and bruised for rofrt iniquities; if 
you do in your heart believe that He jimMed the 
work, and that God hath raised Him from the dead, 
then Hi* word sayB that you have everlasting life— 
"hath everlasting life/' Hti word says you are 
healed—" With his stripes we A*B WUXMD." 

"The Great Physician now is near, 
The sympathising Jesus; 

HE SPEAKS the drooping heart to cheer; 
Oh, HBAB THE VOICE of JeSUSl" 

" Verily, verily, I Bay unto you, He that believeth 
on me hath everlasting life." (John v i 47.) Hay 
God, for Jesus' sake, Meat these voids to everj 
reader's soul, and may each one at last be frond In 
"that land" whose inhabitants shall never my "I 
am ac t" W. B. L. 
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THE TWO STUDENTS; 

on, " T K uvn SB BOBH AGAI*.M 

BT OHSTKI BITOT. 

Q B S W O young men were passing through 
K B ! college. They were companions in early 
• U B i life, and in worldly pleasure and sin. 
They were indifferent as to religion, wholly destitute 
of the grace of God, and entered with zest into the 
ordinary vices of youth. 

The usual time armed for choosing their lot in 
life. One of them, apparently hotter disposed, 
•eleeted the vocation of a clergyman; not that he 
•as a converted many or called thereto by God, but 
because that profession suited his inclinations. 
Haying made his selection, he pursued the usual 
divinity course at Cambridge, and underwent the 
customary training for the ministry. At the end of 
three years he deemed it right to reform his habits 
of life, to avoid fast company, to don a sombre 
gvb, and to adopt airs of formalism, such as he 
considered befitting his sacred calling. In due time 
lie was ordained and appointed to a cure of souls, 
where he assumed the bearing of a correct parish 
curate, and prepared weekly a moral essay for the 
pulpit His friend, on the contrary, made no pro
fession of religion, but pursued his evil course. It 
pleased God, however, in His infinite love and 
mercy and sovereign grace, to arrest the latter in 
his downward career, and to reveal His Son in him, 
so that he turned from sin and wickedness unto 
God; and as he had been zealous for evil, so now he 
became devoted to the Lord who had washed him 
in His precious blood, and became a lay preacher. 

It BO happened that the two friends met one day 
in the streets of London; and after the usual 
salutations and congratulations the recent convert, 
rtrongly suspecting that his clerical friend was not 
a true believer, endeavoured to ascertain his con
dition. To all hfe remarks he obtained a ready 
assent, but still he was not satisfied. At last he 
asked him point blank the question, 

"HAVE YOU B U N BOBH AGAHT?" 

This was a homethrust the clergyman was not. pre
pared for. He shrugged his shoulders and looked 
wonderingly. He became angry at the preposterous 
idea, and finally tuned on his friend, and said, 
"How dan you, who have.only just changed from 
a Hfe of sin, ask sash &, question of me, a minister 
cf Christ?91 and he went away from him in a tqge. 

Ere four months had elapsed the evangelist re
ceived a letter front the clergyman, begging him to 
forgive his hastiness, and to come and see him aa 
soon as he could. He lost no time in complying 
with the invitation, and was oordially received. 
After dinner, as they sat alone, the evangelist again 
asked him, "Well, B , have you been born 
again ? Four months ago I put the same question 
to you, and you did not like it." 

The clergyman, with deep emotion, replied, 
" No," and burst into tears. He then opened his 
heart to his friend, and told him that ever sinoe he 
had probed him with the question, uHave you 
been born again?11 he had been miserable. "In 
fact,19 he added, "after much consideration and 
anguish of mind, I have been compelled to admit 
that I have not yet experienced true conversion, 
and have never been born again; and. therefore 
have I sent for you, to beg your advice and prayers 
in my unhappy state." 

His friend thereupon opened to him the Scrip
tures, which declare plainly, that unless a man be 
born again, he oannot see the kingdom of God; 
and he testified.to his own conversion, and ear* 
nestiy proclaimed the free and glorious gospel. 

After some conversation, and much prayer, the 
clergyman also was able to declare with joy and 
peace that now he too received Christ, and the 
pardoning mercy of God through Christ. The verse 
which conveyed peace to his soul was this: " All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the Lord hath kid 
op Him the iniquity of us all/1 (Isa* H& &) 

Hitherto he had carefully studied and written 
out essays for his congregation; but the following 
Lord's-day he ascended the pulpit without note or 
MS., and giving out the text, " Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" 
(John iii. S), he proceeded to malpe a,confession, to 
his congregation to the effect that while he had for 
many Sundays been preaching to them, and while 
he had beep doing his duty in the parish, yet that 
all that time he had been a stranger to divine graoe, 
and had not been regenerate. " My dear friends," 
said he, " you have all regarded me asa good young 
man, as a model curate; but though I have been 
attempting to preach religion onto you, I did not 
know Jesus myself and I am bound to testify that 
until lately I was an unconverted man; all the, time 
I was preaching about Christ te you* I wjp mytalf 
religiously and respectably going ft helli It WW 
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only a few days ago that I learnt to know Him; 
and I will now, by the help of God, endeavour to 
set Him before yon." 

The congregation was aroused, the Holy Spirit 
commenced a great work among them, and many 
traced their conversion to that confession of their 
minister. It was joyful to witness the effect on the 
people of the gospel from that new-born soul. It 
was as though God had taken a scythe, and mowed 
them down as the grass of the field The congre
gation seemed to bow their heads in deep sorrow 
before the Lord. 

Perhaps the most important sermon of the greatest 
Preacher that ever lived was delivered to one man 
by night. The subject was— 

" Y S MUST BE B O B * AGAiir." 

It is a universal truth, that every man, woman, 
or ehild, ere they can enter heaven, MUST be born 
again. 

Four times does our blessed Lord reiterate this 
fundamental truth in John iii 

41 Verily, verily, I," Jesus, the Son of God, " say 
unto thee"—to yon, 0 my reader! to each, and all 
—"Except a man be born again," or from above, 
"he cannot see,99 much less enter into, "the 
kingdom of God." 

Again, He says, verse 5, " Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of\ 
ik$ Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God." 

Again, in verse 7, "Ye MUST be born again;11 

and the fourth time in verse 8, " The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
bat canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth : $o is every one that is lorn of the 
Spirit" 

Consequently, it is absolutely essential that we 
have experienced this new birth, and accepted 
pardon in Christ, ere we can possibly receive power 
to enter eta a life of holy obedience. As a branch 
must first be grafted into the tree ere it can bear 
its fruit, so we must be first united to Christ ere 
we can britog forth the fruit of His Spirit. 

Reader, you have been born once into this world, 
and there is before you thefirtt death of the body, 
when your earthly life will come to an end, and the 
eeeond death (Rev. xx. 14), when your final doom 
will be fixed; Unless yon are bora a second time 
yon cannot inherit the kingdom of God. You can* 
not enter into, nor could yon enjoy, the kingdom of] 

• • • 

heaven; nay, you cannot now even see i t (John 
iiL 3, 5, 7.) 

An elder of the Church of Scotland, highly re
spected for many yean, took the lead in religious 
matters, and taught regularly in the Sunflay ashosl. 
He had a son in the ministry, a godly, converted 
man. They attended together a revival meeting. 
In the course of the address it was said that we 
must be born twice, or else we must die twice. 

BOBN OVCB, one ffwicn; 

BOB* TWIGX, MB ONQf̂  

was reiterated. This thought kept ringing in the 
ears of the elder all that night Next morning, 
being harvest-time, he was walking in his fields, 
but the thought would not leave him. He at last 
burst into tears, and exclaimed to his son, " I fear 
I have only been bom once, and shall die twice; I 
feel the second death." Bfts son pointed him to 
the Saviour, aud had the joy of seeing him find 
peace in believing. He lived many years after, and 
often testified how long he had been a formal pro* 
feasor and, church member without having been 
born again. 

Plain as is the language of the Lord Jesus re
specting the absolute impossibility of salvation 
without conversion, "Verily I say unto you, 
Except ye be converted, and become as little chil
dren, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven" (Matt, xviii 3); dogmatic as is His 
word— 

UTR MUST BB BOBH AGinr," 

yet there is no truth so ignored, so deceitfully 
handled, as the universal necessity of the new 
birth. Regeneration, conversion, the new birth, 
all mean one and the same thing. 

Joining the Church is not being bom again* 
Church membership, ecclesiastical position, pre not 
regeneration. These things are good in their place, 
but they are not repenting and being (converted; 
they are not "the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus iiL 5.) Yon 
may be a good Churchman, and yet only a whited 
sepulchre. You may read family prayer, and be 
unrenewed; you may perform service in church, 
and be a fclse shepherd; you taay sing sweet 
hymns in the choir, and yet be a hardened aitraer. 
"To what purpose is the multitude of yonr sacri
fices unto met saith the Lord-0 «Bttfing the 
form of godliness, yet denying the powsv thoeot* 
(2 Tim. iiL a,) 
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Amendment of the old natuto, felfdmprovement, 
toning over a new leaf, religiousness, sancti
moniousness, doing the best yon can, are not being 
barn again. Snob like proceedings are unreal, 
mere externalities. They are not being "alive 
from the dead.19 (Rom. vi. 13.) "I f any man be 
in Christ lie is a new creature; old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new.9' 
(3 Cor. T. 17.) Mere reformation differs as much 
from regeneration as white-washing an old rotten 
house differs from taking it down and building a 
new one in its room. "That which is flesh is 
flesh,* and never can be turned into Spirit* " Can 
the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his 
epeto? then may ye also do good, that are accus
tomed to do eviL" (Jer, xffi. 23.) Be men gather 
grapes of them, or figs of thistles?99 (Matt 
TiL 16.) 

Doctrinal knowledge is not conversion. You 
may be dogmatic cm the fundamentals of religion; 
yon may be sound at a bell on creeds, evidences, 
onftssbiia^ and schisms; you may be a heresy-
hunter, and yet be spiritually blind; you may be 
Toy sound in year own opinion, and consider all 
who casintii see eye to eye with you as very dark; 
yea may speak with .the tongues of men and of 
atigets, sad yet be as sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbeL (1 Cor. xSi. 1.) 

Baptism is not the "new birth." You may be 
•(rankled as an infant, you may have water poured 
en you as an adult, you may be immersed as a 
professor, and yet remain unchanged in heart, un
renewed in nature, net bdrn again of the Spirit 
Thousands of baptized persons have never under
gone aught but the outward form; have never been 
regenerate; have Ifeevefbeen tiaade children of God, 
and inheritor* of the kingdom of heaven; have 
never known a death unto sin, and a new birth 
unto rigEttebufehett; nay, they have lived and died 
in their sins: ^For (bough thou wash thee with 
nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity 
•marked before tne< saitfc the Lord God." (Jer. i i 23.) 
That "bora of water 9> in John iiL 5 dees not mean 
beptflnn i s eridetat from the following Scriptures: 
"Being J * ^ afain, net of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, Vy tfi* word of Otxl, which liveth and 
attfeftfor em," (l?feteri28.) "Of His own 
wfll b*g*t He us with the word of truth." (James 
L 16.) "'Wherewithal Anil a young man cleanse 
fcfcwuyf by taking heed thereto according to thy 
wttd." ($kisfei& 0.) «Kow ye are clean through 

the Word which I have spoken unto you.99 {John 
xv. 3.) "Christ also loved the Church, and gave 
Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of water BT THB Wonn." (Eph. 
v. 25, 26.) " In Christ Jesus I have begotten you 
through the gospel.99 

Moreover, Christian baptism does not appear to 
have been instituted by our Lord until two or three 
years subsequently. (Matt xxviii. 19.) If baptism 
meant spiritual renewal or regeneration, how is it 
written, "Jesus Himself baptised not99 (reed, re
generated net) t Or would Paul have said, " I 
thank God that I baptised (regenerated) none of 
you9'—I never performed the rite without which 
you cannot enter the kingdom of heaven t 

And this new birth can only take place here and 
now. There is no place for it after death* 

IT IS WOW OK KEVSB. 

" In the place where the tree falleth, there shall it 
be.19 (Eccles. XL 3.) " For there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, 
whither thou goesh99 (Eccles. ix. 10.) Settle it 
then as an article of your creed, that you yourself 
must experience this new birth, or regeneration, or 
conversion, ere you can now see the kingdom, or 
hereafter enter heaven. 

I beseech you then, my reader, to stop here, and 
in the sight of the living God to hold yourself to 
the solemn, searching question— 

"HAVE I BBBK BOBK AG ACT ? " 

and not to rest day nor night until you can dearly 
and satisfactorily testify—" One thing I know, that, 
whereas I was blind, now I see" (John ix. 25); 
"We know that we are of God* (1 John v, 19); 
"We know that we have passed from death unto 
life99 (1 John iii. 14); " I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto Him against that 
day.99 (2 Tim. i. 12.) 

The new birth, though difficult, is yet'simple; 
though past man9s power, is yet in the power df 
God; for you will observe, in the same third 
chapter of John, that ear most blessed send gracious 
Lord proceeded to explain this stupendous truth to 
the inquiring Rabbi: "As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up: that wnososvsn BKtnmftn in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.99 

To understand (bis fllturtration, may I ask you to 
turn to Numbers xxi. and read from the fourth to 
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the ninth Terse:—The children of Israel "jour
neyed from mount Hor by the way of the Bed Sea, j 
to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the 
people was much discouraged because of the way. 
And the people spake against God, and against 
Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of 
Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no 
bread, neither is there any water; and our soul 
loatheth this light bread/1 Mark their sin—un
belief in Jehovah, rank unbelief notwithstanding 
all He had done for them* Now see their punish
ment: "And the Lord sent fiery serpents among 
the people, and they bit the people; and much 
people of Israel died. Therefore the people came 
to Moses, and said, Wn navx annum, for we have 
spoken against the Lord, and against thee; pray 
unto the Lord, that He take away the serpents from 
us." 

There are not more hopeful words to be heard 
from a lost man than " I HAVE SINNED." It is a 
special work of the Holy Spirit to convince the 
world of sin, " of sin, because they believe not in 
Jesus." May He so convict my reader, that he may 
strike upon his heart, and cry, " God be propitiated 
to me, the sinner!" " And Moses prayed for the 
people, and the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a 
fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole, and it shall 
come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he 
looketh upon it, shall live." God provided the 
remedy. " And Moses made a serpent of brass, and 
put it upon a pole, and it came to pass that if a 
serpent had bitten any man, wfaeta he beheld the 
serpent of brass, he lived." 

In a word, the lesson to be leaned from this 
incident is— 

w LOOK AND LEVI.'1 

"There is life in a look at the Crucified One, 
There is life at this moment for thee." 

Just as one of the children of Israel, through 
whose veins the poison of the serpent flowed, was 
immediately made whole by a look at the brazen 
serpent, so may any sin-bitten soul be immediately 
healed in soul by a look of fiuth at the. uplifted 
.Son of man. 

There may he seen abroad a fine painting of this 
(seen*, in the wilderness. In the foreground stands 
the pole on whfch the brazen serpent is lifted up. 
We ago not*given any description of the pole; it 
may have t*en rough or smooth, of fine wood or of 
ooene* < S* our attention is not to be direoted to 

the instrument which God uses to point to Christ. 
Look not on the preacher, bat on the uplifted 
Saviour. Beside the brasen serpent stands the fine 
old man, Moses, beseeching the people to look and 
liva At the sides of the painting several groups 
are depicted of unbelieving Israelites. One group 
is busy with sticks beating off the venomous reptiles; 
but it is useless] they trust to their own efforts, 
and die. Another group is engaged in fruitless 
efforts to heal themselves with balsams and plasters, 
but all in Tain; one, again, is prostrate before Moses, 
looking to him and not at the serpent; another is 
lying at his ease, in apparent indifihranoe : they 
reject the only remedy, and are lost But many, 
in simple faith, look to the God-provided remedy, 
and are immediately heated. Mothers too are hold
ing up their little onas, that they also may look and 
be saved.1 

But some may say, This incident is very beautiful; 
but what authority have you for applying it to 
Christ and the way of salvation ? Again, we tors 
to the New Testament, and in John iii. 14 we read: 
" As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so wuti the Son of man be lifted np, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life." Have you not here a divine 
commentary on the scene narrated in the book of 
Numbers? Can we go beyond the Lord's own use 
of this telling illustration? We have sinned; "all 
we like sheep have gone astray-" We have been 
born sinners j we have inherited sin from Adam; 
we have the pollution of sin in our veins; we have 
transgressed in thought, word, and deed. All is 
" wounds and bruises and putrifying sores." 

Oh, my reader, let the Holy Spirit convince you 
of sin, of the sin of not believing in Jesua, and cry 
aloud from the very depth of your inmost soul, 
" I HAvit samn 1" 

And irow look to Jesus and live. God the Father 
has provided a remedy for sin. Just as the msa 
bitten by a serpent looked to a serpent and was 
healed, so every sin+bitten soul, may look to the 
Sin-bearer̂  Jesus Christy mid he savpd: " He was 
made sin for us, who knew no sjn, that iwe might 
be made the righteousness of God in Him.1' "He 
was made a eiuse ibr.us." " Ha B * own self bam 
our; sin*in His own W y on fre-trw*" fifc M*0* 
has been shed W place of 4hq,sq&ner: ''He was 
wounded ipr our transgression*" I$B has been 
lifted up on the arose jn ordqr ttat whosoever 
bette?pth in Him, loofcetjh to I^^ffiietetfc in Hi*, 
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easts himnelf in utter self-abandonment and help
lessness on Him, may be saved. 

Look then now, my reader, and you shall receive 
Christ as your Saviour from the penalty and power 
of sin, and you shall receive the Holy Ghost as an 
indwelling Spirit, to give you power to overcome 
sin, self; and Satan. He who thus believingly 
looks at the crucified Son of God, is born from 
above, and snatched as a brand from the burning. 

If then you are enabled before God to answer the 
solemn question, "Hat* I Urn barn again ?v in the 
affirmative, remember that it is an act of God, 
definite and complete; and give Him glory by 
believing that the new birth introduces you into the 
family of God, makes you His child, a brother of 
the Lord Jesus, a temple of the Holy Ghost, an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. 

NO SALTATION BY SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

H? is said that a burying-party on the battle
field of Sebastopol, when rifling the 
pockets of a dead soldier, found a tract, 

sod a New Testament The gist of the tract was 
this: There are two planks, the one rotten, the 
other sound, over a yawning chasm. A traveller 
steps on the rotten plank, and down he goes. 
Another plants his foot on the sound plank, and 
passes over safely. But a third puts a foot on each 
plank, and falls headlong. That was used as an illus
tration of the result of a man's hope for eternity. 
8ome trust to their own righteousness, and perish. 
Borne rely only on the righteousness God has provided 
and are saved; while others rely partly on their own 
righteousness, and partly on the righteousness of 
Christ This last class embraces, I think, the great 
majority of ourreligiouspeople who are not Christians. 
At the close of a meeting the other night, I conversed 
with two young men who were deeply moved. The 
one said, "I have found out to-night the mistake of 
my life." "What is that?" I asked. He replied, 
1' I have been religious for some years, but I always 
knew that I was not right I Bee now that I have 
been trusting a little in Christ, and a good deal in 
mysell" The other said that he had been trying to 
work out his own righteousness. When asked how 
he had succeeded, he said, " It has beat me fairly." 
Two texts wen given him—Romans x. 3, "For 

they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and 
going about to establish their own righteousness, 
have not submitted themselves unto the righteous
ness of God;" and Romans v. 17, "Reoeive the 
abundance of the gift of righteousness." 

It is astonishing how many intelligent people one 
meets with, who have listened to plain gospel 
preaching, and are yet quite in the dark about the 
free graoe of God. One is often forced to smile at 
the way in which the deep-rooted self-righteousness 
of the human heart expresses itseli «Is this your 
idea"—I once asked a woman who was earnest 
enough to seek counsel—" that you are to do the 
best you can, and that Christ will make up what is 
wanting ?" Relieved to find her views stated more 
dearly than she had stated them herself, she said 
hastily, "Aye, that's just it" Thousands upon 
thousands are in the same error, and in their blind
ness struggling on at a needless and hopeless task. 
They do so under the idea that they must do what 
they can, forgetting that they can do exactly nothing 
by way of earning or meriting God's favour. How, 
reader, this may be your case. I beseech you to 
make sure that your views on this point are perfectly 
dear and scriptural. Have you not noticed how God 
speaks about this matter? The Bible everywhere 
degrades and denounces our own righteousness and 
warns us against trusting in it You never can do 
anything that gives you a claim at the bar of 
heaven. If you have a particle of faith in your 
own righteousness you have no room in your heart 
for Christ Even faith has nothing about it to 
merit the gift which it receives. One verse should 
settle the matter for ever. 2 Cor. v. 31, " For He 
hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him." Have you accepted that Divine gift of 
righteousness? 

"No hope oan on the law be built 
Of justifying graoe; 

The law, that shows the sinner's guilt, 
Condemns him to his fsos. 

14 Jesns! how glorious is Thy graoe! 
When in Thy name we trust, 

Oux kith receives a righteousness 
That taakee the sinner JwtM r. '// 
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Notices. 

BOOKS RECEIVED. 

The Cup of Consolation; or, Bright Messages for the 
Sick Bed j from the Two Great Volumes of Nature 
and Revelation. Compiled by an invalid. With 
introduction by J. R. Macduff. London: Hodder 
and Stoughton, 

This volume of extracts, in poetry and prose, from 
various authors, wBl be very acceptable to those for whom 
it is especialtjr designed. It is arranged in short portions 
for each day in the year. Many of the extracts are very 
sweet, 
Garden (faith; or% Talks Among my Flowers. By 

. Sarah & Smiley. London: Hodder and Stooghton. 
Many will welcome this new volume from the pen of 

Miss Snrilev. It contains many lessons fall of spiritual 
nwaning taken, from nature as seen in the garden, and from 
thistle as well as " the lilies" the authoress draws some 
very nod itandias, and imparts instruction which will be 
useful to many. 
Consecrated Women. By Claudia. London: Hodder 

and Stoughton. 
In this volume we have a short record of tho lives of 

several handmaidens of the Lord, who have yielded them
selves to Him as' consecrated to His service. It will be a 
usufw present to young Christians. 
Spefit in the Service A Memoir of Achilles Daunt, 

n.Di with Selections from his Letters, Diaries, and 
Sermons. By F. R, Wynne, jf .A. London: 
Hodder and Stoughton. 

1 l H s tnemoir of Mr. Daunt will be valued, not only by 
those who knew him, but by many othen who delight to 
read of one who was uspent in the service" of his Master. 
He laboured chiefly in Dublin and Oork, and his preaching 
was made a blessing to many souls. 
Words of Comfort for the Weak in Faith. By M. J. M. 

London: W. Mack. 
We trust this little book of "heait-breathings,f may 

indite way into many homes and speak to many hearts. 
The poems are full of deep spiritual experience, and are 
caloalated to minister comfort to the tried and sorrowful. 
They are the outflow from the pen of one who, having 
known something of trial and of the covenant faithfulness 
<& Gfc>dj ean (testify of the same for tyie help and encourage
ment of others. The price of the little book is: paper 
oovete, Is.; and limp cloth, Is. Od.; and we trust many of 
oû r readers will procure copies of it. 

NOTICE TO OUR READERS. 

Wi take fiiis opportunity of again asking our Christian 
friends far thflir practical sympathy and help in the circu
lation of our paper. We rejoice to say that year by year 
our circulation has been maintained; but we are still de
sirous of its extension, feeling confident that the Lord will 
use it to wider usefulness. We therefore ask our readers 
to aid us in the matter of making it known in circles where 
hitherto it has not reached. 

Christians interested in evangelistic work of any kind 
will find our paper a most metal addition to the preached 
Word. It is well adapted for general distribution, or for 
lending from house to house. 
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*• WATCHMAN, what «f the nighi? 
The watchman laid, The morning 
comcth, and *Jso the night: if ye 
wifl enquire. enquire ye : return. 

D EVERYEYE SHALL S £ f 2 ? 5 

" JUS of man, I have set the 
watchman unto the tioute of l&rar I; 
therefore thou shalt hear the word 
at my mouth, and w^m them from 
mr,H (Hzekiel xxx\\\. 7.) 

Los MM: JAM** B. HAWKUCS, 86, Baker Street, W.; 
n d IS, PaimiiueUn Square, B.O. APRIL 1, 1881. & W. FAmfmou * 0o.« t , Paternoatar Bow. 

-NO ONE CAN BE SURE OF THAT; WE 
MAY ONLY HOPE." 

n 
WAS seated in a third-class compartment, 
and just as the train was about to leave 
two more passengers pushed their way in, 

sad before they had time to get seated the train 
rolled out of the station* As we were dashing 
along, and knowing the next station was not many 
miles beyond, and just as I was thinking about 
handing a few gospel leaflets, one of the two last 
passengers who got in opened a little bag, and to 
my joy began handing some tracts and gospel 
books to his fellow-travellers. They being entire 
strangers to me I sat looking on, when it came my 
torn to receive ona After looking at it, and find
ing it contained pure gospel truth, and just as I was 
about to say a word of encouragement, the train 
arrived at the station! and they both rose up to get 
out While one of them was passing me, I said, 
111 am rejoiced to see you giving away these silent 
messengers. Then of oourse you know you are 
savedt" " I am happy to say I am" " And you 
an sure of that?19 u Yea, quite sure." By this 
time he had stepped on to the platform, and closing 
the door behind him! said again, "I am sure of 
that" An elderly lady who was sitting directly 
opposite me, and who had heard the stranger's 
answer to my question, said in a half-whisper, but 
sufficiently loud enough for me to hear, "No one 
em be ewe of that; we may only hope" I imme
diately, looking over to her, and as if she had been 
speaking to me, said, " I beg your pardon, what 

did you say ?" u Why, no one can be sure they 
are saved; we may only hopa* Of course, this 
remark gave me a fine opportunity of presenting 
the gospel, not only to the lady, but to all in the 
compartment And we had a happy and a profitable 
time till we reached the journey's end. The remark 
of this lady is but a sample of ninety-nine cases 
out of a hundred one meets with continually— 
persons who believe no one can be eure they are 
eaved, and think it right only to hope. Yet God's 
word is very plain and decided on this important 
subject While I admit it is quite right and 
scriptural to "hope;" yet hope spoken of in the 
New Testament invariably has reference to the 
resurrection of the body, the coming of the Lord 
Jesus for His saints, and other kindred truths, but 
never respecting the salvation of the soul, which is 
always spoken of as a present, and not a future 
thing. "He that hath the Son hath life." "He 
that believeth on Him is not oondemned." " Who
soever believeth on Him shall not perish, but have 
everlasting life." " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved." " If thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved" 

From the beginning of the creation of man it 
has been Satan's object to get him to doubt God's 
word. He does not want sinners to see that if they 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ they are saved, 
and that it is their privilege to know and enjoy 
the blessed assurance of i t He knows very well 
thoee who only hope they an saved will never help 
others, can never speak to others about the 
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certainty of salvation. How can they if they are 
not sure, not positive, their own soul is saved ? 

Dear reader, God's word is as positive as God 
Himself. And He would not only have every 
sinner come to Him and be saved; but He would 
also have sinners know that if they have come to 
Him and trusted in Him only for salvation they 
are saved, and should know it, enjoy it, and speak 
about it If you were going a journey on an im
portant matter, surely you would not rest till you 
were sure you were in the right vessel, in the right 
train, or on the right road. And if you entertained 
the least doubt about it, or only " hoped " you were 
right, how anxious you would be, and immediately 
you would begin making inquiries so that you 
might be sure you were right. It is the devil that 
is telling people they can't be sure about eternal 
things, and that they may only hope. And he 
knows too well that hope is a delusive one, a hope 
which is false, and will deceive and land all those 
who have been duped by him into a never-ending 
burning hell! It is the hope of the hypocrite, and, 
just like the poor man who is carried by the mighty 
rushing torrent clutches a passing floating plank, 
which only helps to carry him more swiftly and 
more certainly to the fearful rapid, to be precipitated 
into the awful boiling surge below to perish for 
ever, so will it, so must it be, with all those whose 
hope is only that of the hypocrite; for the 
hypocrite's hope shall perish, and not only his hope 
but himself too. The sinner must first be saved 
and know it, and then, and not till then, has he 
any right to hope; for the hope spoken of in the 
word of God is for the believer who is saved, and 
called a "good hope," a "living hope," and a 
"blessed hope." If ay this hope be yours, dear 
reader. S. BLOW. 

+ 
WHICH IS THE BEST SECUBITY? 

|HE failure of the City of Glasgow Bank 
frightened everybody who had anything 
to lose. It spread desolation far and 

wide. The amount of misery, despair, consterna
tion, and ruin that event occasioned is incalculable. 
Every one who was so unfortunate as to hold even 
a single share in the doomed concern was liable to 
lose all he possessed in the world, and many did 
lose all. They were cleared out, left penniless, and 
wwe fortunate if only they could begin the world 
again. Distrust prevailed everywhere, about every 
security, and in every-person; "Men's hearts 

failed them for fear;" universal panic ensued, and 
the general feeling was that no one with a grain of 
sense would hold a share in an unlimited bank, or 
become partner in a concern where all he possessed 
would be at stake. 

To avert the possibility of such a recurrence, the 
Legislature has passed an Act to enable Joint-
Stock Banks to register as " Limited," so that the 
shareholders should in future be liable for an 
ascertained amount. Many of the ohief banks 
have availed themselves of this provision, to the 
great relief of their shareholders; and all who 
have funds to invest or spare cash to deposit at 
interest are anxiously inquiring where they can 
safely and profitably do the one or the other. The 
universal questions are, Whom can I trust t Where 
can I place my deposit in safe keeping f 

Many people have no money to invest, no spare 
Wb to place on deposit; still, although you, my 
reader, may not be burdened with much gold or 
silver, you are now possessed of an invaluable 
deposit, and I can recommend a bank worthy of 
your unlimited confidence. It is of this deposit 
and this place of security I would now speak. 

First, then, as to the deposit. The invaluable 
deposit of which you are possessed is your immortal 
soul. No need to stop and prove that, your con
science says yea to that fact The most valuable 
treasure you possess is your never-dying soul 
Everything else is passing away—friends, relatives, 
money, lands, honours—all, all are vanishing, and 
will soon be worthless and forgotten; but TOUI 
IMMORTAL SOUL WILL LAST FOB BVER AHB BVSB, 

either in heaven or in hell; either with the Lord 
or with the devil; either in happiness or in misery. 
So that the question arises, Where shall I deposit 
my soul? With whom shall I place it in safe 
keeping? How shall I be able to say with Paul, 
" I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that which I have com
mitted unto (deposited with) Him against that day.19 

Shall I trust it to myself? Nay, you yourself are 
the very worst guardian. "He that trusteth in 
his own heart is a fool." Shall I take refuge with 
my follow-sinnera! Nay, " Every one of us shall 
give account of himself to God." " Cursed is he 
that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm." 
Self and all other refugee are rofogee of lies, fidse 
trustees, and will land the soul in helL 

Secondly, as to the seourity. For this invaluable 
deposit, the never-dying sbul, we need & jgaartmtes 
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of perfect safety and unlimited resources. These 
essentials are to be found in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and in Him alone. 

As to tq/ty; you have, in the first place, the 
omnipotence, the faithfulness, the wisdom, the love 
of God—fiir Jesus Christ is God—all pledged for 
the security of those who trust Him. For another 
thing you have the sure foundation of His person 
and work as God-man. "Behold, I lay in Zionl 
for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner stone, a sure foundation; he that believeth 
shall not be confounded.91 The Son of God in our 
human nature stood in the sinner's place, bore the 
oner's curse, condemnation, and death, and 
satiafifri, by the offering of Himself and the shed
ding of His most precious blood, the utmost 
demands of God's justice against sin. Is not this 
a sure foundation ? 

Moreover, you have the words and promises of 
God, " My sheep shall never perish, neither shall 
say pluck them out of My hand;" "My Father 
which gave them Me, is greater than all (that can 
prwftly be against them); and no one is able to 
pluck them out of My Father's hand." Chosen in 
Christ from eternity, given to Jesus by the Father, 
purchased by His precious blood, indwelt by the 
Holy Ghost, delivered from the penalty and power of 
sin, and preserved by the power of God unto eternal 
gltffy* Is not this a security without a flaw f 

Are you saying to yourself, " I am satisfied that 
this is a sure foundation, a safe resting-place; I 
believe that the Lord Jd4us Christ is Worthy of 
confidence; I am sure that they are secure who 
are in His keeping? " Is that enough ? Nay, the 
children of this world are wiser in their generation 
than to think that enough in matters of this life. 
You hear of a safe bank; you inquire into its 
stability! you acquaint yourself with the character 
of its managers, and satisfy yourself that you may 
safely trust your money to its keeping. Do you 
stop with learning all about it? What use would 
it be to you to know all this? Nay! you go farther; 
you show your faith in the concern by trusting it, 
and placing your money in it; you are not at peace 
till you have safely deposited your capital In like 
manner, now that you know about Christ, who He 
is, and what He has done, and are convinced He is 
worthy of ootffldrtrce, that He is all powerful to 
save and preserve your soul, do not stop with 
believing fitpmfc Hiifc but go a step farther, and 
believe m Him and on Him; show your faith in 
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Him by trusting Him; confide in Him, deposit 
your soul in His safe keeping. 

Are you further inquiring, How can I do this? 
How can I lodge my soul with Christ ? I would 
give all I possess for this security; I would do 
anything if I could only partake of this blessing. 
Now let us clear up this point of doing. Salvation 
is for your receiving, not of your doing. It is a 
transaction wrought out exclusively by the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit The work done by Christ 
for the salvation of mankind is an accomplished 
foci Look at those substantial bank buildings. 
Did you build them ? Bid you put a stone in them ? 
There they stand; you may enter the bank and 
deposit your money in it, or you may refttse to 
trust it, and pass it by; but all the tame, the bank 
is there. In like manner the work bf Christ' is a 
mighty feet You may avail yourself of % or yotf 
may distrust it; you may accept it, or pass it by. 
Whether you avail yourself of it, e* refect it, aH 
the same, the atonement is a foot. It is a work 
planned from all eternity by God, ttho is love, and 

I accomplished by Jesus Christ His Sen, who was 
equipped for the work by the Holy Ghost Show 
your faith in the proffered salvation by a simple' 
acceptance, without which it can avail you nothing.4 

Moreover, the moment you deposit your soul: 
with the Lord Jesua, the iwtont you accept Christ, 
you enter into partnership with Him, and shave in 
His unlimited resources. "He that is joined to 
the Loxd is one spirit;" "Ye are ooû plete i$, 
Him;11 "Truly pur fellowship (partawrfbip) is 
with the Father, and with His Sou Jesus Christ.'/ , 

Seeing then these things are so, that you hfive, 
an immortal soul which you cannot keep yourselff) 

and that you may have.the absolute security of & 
divine Saviour, show your sound sense by closing 
with this offer; and now, at this moment, in the 
place where you are, and as you read these lines, 
lift up your heart to God, and say," Lord, I commit 
my whole self, soul and body, into thy hands/ 
Once for all I make a deposit, a permanent invest-' 
ment of all my interests for time and for eternity 
into thy safe keeping. Henceforth I desire to Uve 
to thy glory, and testify to the sure foundation V 
have fou*d in my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" ' 

" Behold, God is my Salvation, I will trust and 
not be afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is my strength1 

and my song. H# also is become my salvation/* 
" I know fhatttafs %tth Him remahn, 

Protected byi His power, 
- Wtot I've committed to Hiairuflt , . ,. j n 
iJ '• till the decisive hour." * 
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THE LIVING WATER. 

SHALL never forget the Christmas I spent 
at B . The weather was cold, and 
a sharp frost daring the night had entirely 

cat off the supply of water, and as I went oat in 
the morning I found we were not the only ones 
inconvenienced; for most, if not all, in the neigh
bourhood were in similar circumstances. We had 
not been waiting long before a man came and 
opened the plug in the road, and after fixing a 
standpipe cried, " WATER, water t" Very soon a 
number of people were gathered round, several 
making haste for fear they should be too late. 

"How long do you stop?19 I asked of the man 
who had turned on the water. 

"Half an hour, sir/' he replied; "but I shall 
stop about five minutes over the time.9' 

"But suppose after you are gone more want 
water, what most they do ?" I asked. 

" They will have to t«mt," he replied! "if they 
do not oome in time they most go without99 

The time expired, and he turned off the supply 
and prepared to go, and, as I expected, almost 
before he was out of sight several came for water. 
"Stop!" they cried; but he went on his way 
unheeding their cries. 

The above little incident seems to illustrate the 
gospel in several ways. We found that water was 
indiepeneable, and however much we might have 
thought it an unnecessary article, we had to come 
to the conclusion that we could not do without i t 
We find it a necessity of every individual, what
ever their position, whether they occupy a throne 
or are condemned to live in a dungeon, all ITKED 

water or they must die, there is no alternative. 
Hagar knew that as she laid her son down under 
a bush to die, for all the water that Abram had 
provided her with was spent; but God heard the 
lad's cry for water, and the mother's eyes were 
opened, and she saw a well and gave him to drink, 
and he lived. (Gen. xxi) 

The children of Israel could not get on in 
their wilderness journey without water, and as 
soon as they were thirsty they murmured against 
Moses, when it was the Loan who had brought 
them out of Egypt, and He was able to supply 
their need, so He brought forth water out of a dry 
rock that their needs might be satisfied. He sup
plied them with water on the ground of grace 
alone; their murmurings proved they did not 

deserve it Men must die without water, and sa 
surely as it is required to sustain natural life, so 
surely is the "living water19 needed to give 
spiritual and eternal life to poor lost sinner* 

You may, dear reader, think that it is not » 
important; but be sure of this, that you can only 
live by taking a life-giving draught from (he 
fountain of the water of life. 

Those who pass by the "wells of salvation" 
without stopping to drink, will find out to thsir 
sorrow that they have gone on to the land of 
drought, where the water of life would be in* 
valuable, but where it is aot to be found. Find out 
your need, and you will then see that there is in 
infinite resource in the Lord Jesus. There is enevjk 
for aU. 

" Millions have been supplied, 
No one was e'er denied, 
Gome to that crystal tide, 

Come, sinner, come." 

It flows down to your need, and its course cannot 
be stopped Many years ago the devil would have 
stopped it if he could; but it would be far more 
easy for a man to stop the Thames from flowing 
than for anyone to try to stop the riper of life. 

Another thing I noticed was that there wis 
nothing to pay, no charge was made, it was free; 
so it is with the water of life. The Lord Jesus said, 
11 If any man thirst, let him come unto He, sad 
drink.91 (John viL 37.) No mention of payment; 
for "whosoever will, let him take the water of 
hfe freely." (Bev. xxii 17.) 

44 The water of Mfe is flowing, 
FanLT, freely, ./Mr*" 

But you may ask, "How can I get it?" Go 
straight to Him in whom all fulness dwells. 

I noticed that aU who went for water took empty 
vessels; some brought jugs and others cans, but 
aU were empty. They did not fill them with 
rubbish and then take them to have the water put 
over, that would seem ridiculous; and yet there 
are some who would go to the fountain of living 
waters filled with their own righteousness and good 
works of their own devising. Such rubbish is no 
good, and only hinders being filled with the " water 
of life.* 

"I am an empty voiol—not one thought 
Or look of love I ever to Thee brought; 
Yet I may come, and oome again to Thee 
With this, the *mpty sinner** only plea 

* THOU LOTSST ME." 

Digitized by Google 



APWL 19 1881.] THE GOSPEL WATCHMAN. 37 

There was not one returned without their vefeel 
being filled, except those who came too late, and 
there has never been a sinner who has come as poor 
and needy to the Lord Jesus, who has been turned 
sway from Him. But the time will come when it 
will be too late; wherefore remember that now is 
the accepted time, now is the day of salvation. 

We And it is offered to 

. u WHOSOEVEB." 

I love that word because I know it means me; 
and God reminds us, just before He closes His book, 
that " whosoever will, may take of the water of 
life freely." (Bey. xxii. 17.) "Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath 
no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price*" 
(lea. lv. 1.) What an invitation 1 It does not 
matter what your condition is, you have but to 
"com*." 

"I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
' Behold, I freely give 

The living water—thirsty one, 
STOOP down, and DBINX, and live.'" 

You must stoop. The Israelites saw the water 
running at their feet, and they had to stoop to get 
it, and then they had to drink in order to quench 
their thirst. 

Dear friend, just bend to the will of God, lay 
aside that which keeps you from taking your right 
position, and when you stoop to the feet of Jesus, 
and bow before THm as a tinner, then you will be 
able to receive from His hands the pardon you 
need. 

But not only must you stoop, you must drink for 
yourself. A cure wrought on a friend would not 
benefit you if you were suffering from the same 
disease, nor will the fact of your friends being 
saved benefit you; there must be a personal ac
quaintance with Christ as the Life-giver, or you 
will be lost 

It is only the "living water" that can satisfy 
the soul, nothing else can; you may try the world, 
but it will only end in disappointment Was the 
rich fool satisfied? No; for the Scripture tells 
us that he intended pulling down his barns and 
building greater. (Luke xii 16.) There is nothing 
in the world that can satisfy the soul; and Jesus 
said to a poor woman who daily came out of the 
city for water, "Whosoever drinketh of this water 
shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the 

water that I shall give him shall be in him a well 
of water springing up into everlasting life." (John 
iv. 18, 14.) She knew that she needed to be con
tinually coming; her supply of yesterday was 
gone, and she wanted some more, and here was 
One ready to give her "water" that could effec
tually satisfy her. 

Reader, beware that you forsake not the fountain 
of living waters, and hew out for yourself a cistern 
that can hold no water. (Jer. i i IS.) God invites 
you to drink of that living water which flowed from 
the cleft Bock of Ages; then you will be able to 
say— 

" I came to Jesus, and I drank 
Of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him." 

If you reject such love and mercy, remember 
that such an offer will not hold out for ever; and 
as it was with the rich man (Luke xvi. 19-31) so 
must it be with thee. How solemn. In hell he 
lifted up his eyes, and desired a single drop of 
water to cool his tongue; and that simple request 
had to be refused on account of his despising the 
living water in his lifetime. 

Let not this be your experience; but now, just 
as you are, come and prove that the water of life 
can satisfy the thirsty soul F. H. D. 

DID JESUS DIE FOB ME? 

AKIKG advantage of the fineness of the 
weather, and the cheapness of an excursion 
ticket, I took my seat in a carriage on the 

B Railway. Scarcely had I had time to look 
around me and see who were my companions, when 
the door was shut, the whistle sounded, and we 
were off. 

I was soon drawn into conversation with a young 
man, who sat opposite me, about the rapidity with 
which we were being carried along, the cheapness 
of the fare, and the number of our fellow-passengers; 
but observing, from a certain restlessness of manner, 
that there was something pressing heavily on his 
mind, I quietly put to him that most important 
question—" Is your soul saved ? " " Ah, sir, that's 
just what I want to know. With all men life is 
uncertain; with me it 9s sure not to be long. If I 
were sure of that, sir, I could die happy, and I 
could live without being in constant dread of some 
accident be&Uing me—of dying in my sleep—or of 
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sudden illness oanying me into the presence of my I 
Maker, before I was ready." " You have thought 
seriously about meeting God, then ? " I interrupted 
11 Ah, sir, but my conscience tells me I am a sinner 
—that ' all hope tinned' that God speaks about in 
the Bible sets me thinking how I am to get rid of I 
my sins.19 

Taking from my pocket a small New Testament, 
I read to him (Acta xiii *8, 39), " Be it known 
unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through 
this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins, 
and by Him19 (that is, by Jesus) "all that believe are 
justified from all thing*." " That's quite true, sir; 
I 've read it before; in fact, I 'm pretty well ac
quainted with Scripture, and I do believe every 
word of the Bible; but what I want to know is, 
forgiveness of my sins, salvation for my soul. If I 
could Bee it in God's word that Jesus died for me, 
then I could believe it and be happy; but I can't 
see it is for me" 

After a moment's hesitation, and in answer to my 
question, he told me his name was "James S ." 
" James 8 ," I said to him hastily, "Why I did 
not see that name in the advertisement that told me 
of this cheap excursion by which we are now travel
ling, and yet you are here. In fact, I did not see 
my name there, but that of the Secretary to the 
railway company, and that was given merely as a 
guarantee that the advertisement was genuine; and 
yet there are hundreds more in this very train— 
hundreds have gone before us, and hundreds, doubt
less, will come after us. Tou and I and the others 
merely saw the advertisement, or were told of it. 
We had a desire to go. Having procured our tickets 
at the booking office, we took our seats in the 
carriages, never doubting, although the fare was very 
low, and the distance long, we should be carried to 
our destination.1' 

" I never doubted it for a moment," said he. 
" And yet you did not see your name in the adver
tisement f Nor did it even tell you that all who 
oame would be received as passengers ?* "Certainly 
not; who ever thinks of doubting a respectable 
railway company?" "And yet you doubt God, 
my friend. More faith in a railway company than in 
Ood! God says, 'By Jesus is preached unto you 
the forgiveness of sins, and all who believe are 
justified from all things.1 Suppose it had said, If 
'James 8 ' believes he will be justified from all 
things, you would at once have turned round and 
said, 'Ah! but this may mean some other "James 

A 

S • •••;" someone in America! or someone who 
lived here fifty years ago.' God's (all,1 therefore, 
includes you. ' If amy man thirst, 1st him oome 
unto me, and drink.1 (John vii 87.) ' God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only-begotten: Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have eveadasting life.' (John iii. 16.) 'Him that 
cometh to me I will in no wm oast out9 (John v i 
37.) Mark, my friend, God says, 'aU who believe 
are justified.9 Do you believe ? < If any man thirst' 
Bo you thirst? 'Whosoever believeth.9 Do you be
lieve ? f Him that cometh.9 Have you come ? 

" The price has been folly paid. Do you accept 
the pardon? Ah! It was paid, not with such 
corruptible things as silver and gold, 'but with the 
precious blood of Christ9 (1 Peter L-19) on the 
cross of Calvary! There the bleeding Saviour hung! 
There he poured out his precious blood! 

" There He gave his life a ransom! Bos blood 
cleanseth from all sin! The ransom price haa been 
accepted; for that same Jesus who bare our sins 
upon the cross is risen from the dead, and all who 
believe in him are justified from all things. Believe 
it, and you have instant forgireness of sins. Believe 
it, and you have passed from death unto life." 

" Oh, sir, I see it now—simply believe." 

"I do believe it! I do believe it! 
I am sared through the blood of the Lamb! 
My happy soul is free, 
For the Loud has pardoned me, 

Hallelujah to Jesus' name!" 

Ah, that little word believe, my reader, settles the 
soul's eternal destiny! Do you believe ? 

Jesus having come into the world will profit you 
nothing, unless you believe in Him. His blood 
having been shed will avail you nothing, unless you 
are justified by i t His death and resurrection will 
but leave you to perish in your sins, unless you 
believe on Him, " whom to know is life eternal.9' 

xvii. 8.) 

" We speak of the mercy of God, 
So boundless, so rich, and so free; 

But what will it profit my soul, 
Unless 'tis relied on by me. 

" We speak of the Saviour's dear name, 
By which God can poor sinnext receive; 

Tet still I am lost and undone, 
Unless in that name I believe. 

44 We speak of the glory to come, 
Of the heavens so bright and so fair; 

But unless I in Jesus believe, 
I shall not, I cannot, be there! * 
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TAKING GOD AT HIS WORD; 
OB, PBESINT SALVAXIOff. 

U R H K A T lire y<m ^ ^ ^ ^ S abont> Willie 11 
H V H T<mr face has such a contented expres-
HAffl gion that your musings must surely be 

upon a happy subject" 
The speaker was a slight fair youth of about 

eighteen, and Willie, the one addressed, might be 
i year older. Both were apprentices in the British 
nathant service, and Willie stood alone, as it ware, 
midst the crew of the Ocoan Quom, for there was 
something about him that none of them quite 
uderttood; never was an oath heard from his lips, 
and in the wildest storm there was a quiet fearless
ness in his manner as of one whose heart was at 
pmo$ with God. His friend Jack had watched him, 
md wuhed he could know more of his inner life; 
but hitherto the friends had never talked seriously, 
thoo^ sometime* religious matters had been touched 
span. Now, however, Jack hoped that he would 
8* him to speak freely, nor did he hope in vain. I 

'What am I thinking about, Jack) Of that 
me in the 103rd Psalm, ' As fer as the east is 
from the west, so far hath He removed our trans-
granans from u&'" 

Jack listened in silence, and was wishing to say 
•omething, when Willie went on : 

"I call that a grand promise that we, such sinners, 
nayhare our transgressions removed thus far off! 
It takes such a load off my heart when I know that I 
•» Bared; for God hath laid my sins upon the Saviour, 
md I can lode up and say joyfully, 'I have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ/" 

"How I wish I could say the same! I am so 
•fond to die. I have always had a longing after 
better things, but I am so easily led! I eouldn 't 
help laughing the other day, when old Ned made 
such a comical face, because you looked grave 
at his oaths, and after you were gone he said, 
Highly, 'Well have to think afore we speak if 
that canting hypocrite is to be minded/ He spoke 
w if I should agree with him; but I said plainly, 
'Ned, though I laughed at the face you pulled, you 
needn't think that I am as bad as yourself; and as 
to Willie being a canting hypocrite, I only wish I 
was like Mm!' He scowled at me, and I walked 
•way to tell you I was sorry I laughed, and havn't 
tod the courage to do so until now. Willie, I wish 
jou would talk to me more; perhaps then I should 
pw good like yd*!". 

WATCHMAN, 89 

111 am not good, Jack, only I seek to serve my 
Saviour. I have been wrong not to speak out before. 
I am so afraid of myself, for I havnt long been a 
Christian; but now about yourself, old fellow, do yon 
really mean you are anxious about your soul?" 

" Indeed I do, I keep praying to God to pardon 
my sins, and make me live for eternity, but it does 
no good; I feel worse instead of better! Every
thing is a puzzle to me. For instance, how can I 
know if God forgives me ? " 

" How do you know your bills are paid ? " said 
Willie in his earnest voice. 

" Oh! of course that can be known, don't I hare 
the receipt to prove it ?" 

"And havn't you God's word to assure you of 
salvation? Let us take three of the plainest 
Scriptures. It says: 'Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.9 (1 Tim. i 16.) That's you 
and I, surely; again, ' While we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.' (Bom. v. &) ' Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and be* 
lieveth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto Ufa1 (John v. 24.) Now, Jack, 
you believe the Scripture which says you are a 
sinner, but you won't believe God when He says 
that on believing in Christ you fatfe everlasting life, 
and AM* passed from death unto life." 

"If I only oouldl" burst from Jack's life; 
" You seem to make it so easy; but yet>—yet, I 
cannot feel that I am saved!" 

"Ah, there's the difficulty I had myself! I 
wanted to fed before I believed. I wanted to be 
happy before I could take God at His word; and 
yet how full and free are all the invitations to 
seeking souls: * Ho! every one that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters;' and,' Whosoever believeth shall 
not perish, but have everlasting life.9 Look at the 
last invitation in the Bible, ' Whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely.' I wander if an 
illustration will help you to take home that word 
* whosoever9 to yourself? A lady I know sent a 
present to the letter-carrier of a small village. Not 
knowing his name, she addressed it , ' The Letter-
carrier, BlaokwelL' Weeks passed, and no answer 
came, so she wrote again to inquire if it had been 
received. ' Oh I yes,9 was the reply; but though 
he was the only letter-carrier there, he had been so 
afraid of a mistake that he had never opened the 
parcel till her letter came, as he feared it might be 
Bent for by somebody. Is not this just hew we 
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treat God? We see that salvation is for sinners, 
that Christ expressly says He came to call sinners, 
and not the righteous, to repentance. Tet with all 
this we hesitate to accept God's great gift, we treat 
TTim as if He were untruthful, and make ourselves 
miserable by this wicked unbelief. A friend said 
to me when I hesitated thus, «If you have really 
come to Christ, and He has cast you out, you are 
the first one He has ever so treated, and if I could 
believe He acted so, I should cease to have any 
faith in Him/ I thought her words too strong at 
the time, but they did me more good than anything, 
they just shut me up to God's bare word, and at last 
I knelt down and prayed, 'Lord, if I never yet have 
come to thee to be saved, I come now. I have no 
faith, but I want to be thy child. I believe Jesus 
died for my sins —Lord, help thou mine unbelief.1 

I could not say more, Jack, but somehow from that 
day I have thought little of feelings, and looked 
alone to the word of God. It is not what / think, 
but #K&t He says, is the real test, and as a drowning 
man would cling to the rope which is to save him, 
$o I ding to the promises, remembering especially 
those words, ' Him that oometh to me, I will in no 
wise cast out.9" 

"And now, Willie, is it all plain Bailing with 
you? Is it all right, old follow!" 

"No, indeed; I find my heart always inclined 
towards evfl. I find I am more sinful than I ever 
thought myself. It is a daily, nay, hourly warfare; 
but, * thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ,1 I have to 
confess my failures, and look up for daily grace to 
meet daily need. It is just going onward, ' look
ing off unto Jesus.1 Don't you know the lines ? 

M< Looking off unto Jesus, I go not astray, 
My eyes are on Him, and He showi me the way; 

The path may seem dark as He leads me along, 
But following Jeans I cannot go wrong/ P " 

WilHe pulled out a soiled hymn-book from his 
pocket, and pointed out the verse as he spoke; but 
Jack was called away before he had time to finish 
reading the hymn, and a week passed ere they had 
more talk. Willie often wondered what his state 
of mind was, for he did not look happy, and when 
he tried' to make opportunities for conversation, 
Jack avoided them purposely. So he could only 
pray that God Himself would be his teacher, and 
give him no rest till the great question was settled; 
bat at last an opportunity came, he found himself 
alone with his Mend, and at onoe asked: 

" Well, Jack, how is it now ? Can you lay hold 
upon Christ, or is it still darkness 1" 

For a moment there was no reply, then he bunt 
out, " Oh, why ever did you talk to me) I thought 
myself miserable before, but I am ten times wone 
now. To-day I am trying to care nothing about it 
I am no worse than others, and God is merciful, I 
shall be all right in the end, I daresay.'1 

There was a recklessness in his tone which 
pained Willie extremely, and for a minute he did 
not reply, but silently lifted up his heart to God 
for wisdom to be given him that he might deal 
rightly with this troubled soul, and then, putting 
his hand upon Jack's shoulder, he said, gently but 
earnestly: 

" You are usually one to look matters fairly in 
the face. This subject must be settled, and that 
quickly. Ton remember the other day how nearly 
we ran upon a rock in that dense fog; we had been 
steadily going towards it unknowingly, and only 
saw it just in time to save ourselves from ship
wreck ; but when we did see it, were we sueh fools 
as to go on to our doom? No, not one of us 
breathed freely until the danger was passed* And 
now with you and I, dear old boy, God has opened 
our eyes to see ourselves as lost sinners, and He 
has also showed us the one way of salvation, even 
through Jesus, who says, < I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life,' and ' neither is there salvation 
in any other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be 
saved.1 The Scripture is so plain on this point, and 
Christ is waiting to be gracious to us. Oh, 'How 
shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?'" 

Again there was a pause, and only by the 
pressure of Jack's hand upon his own could Willie 
tell how deeply his words were felt Again he 
sought guidance from God, and presently went on: 

"I can't be happy while you are in this un
decided state. Think how awful it would be to 
die unsaved, Tou must accept the Saviour SB 
your own now. Let us both plead earnestly for this 
great blessing." 

As he spoke he knelt down, and after a minute's 
hesitation Jack followed his example. I cannot 
tell you the words they used, I only know they 
prayed for pardon and peace for the anxious one, 
and that he might at once take Christ at His word, 
and Jack looks back upon that night as the period 
of his new birth. Before he rose from his knees 
he said, from his heart, "My Lord and my God." 
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No longer doubting, no longer hoping, bat safe on 
the Bock of Ages* 

Now, indeed, was Willie rejoiced; for together 
they could seek to follow Him who had loved them, 
snd given Himself for them, and often their prayers 
went up together, that even on board the ship they 
might be burning and shining lights, and by God's 
Mowing useful in winning souls to Him. 

Dear reader, if you are still unsaved, I ask you 
the question Willie asked Jack, though it may be 
in different words. 

If God has opened your eyes to see your need of 
a Saviour, why do you delay seeking Him? Why do 
you trifle with your never-dying soul ? Ton know 
you ought to seek salvation; you know you would like 
to be safe; perhaps you go even further than this, 
and say earnestly, you really mean to be a Christian 
some day. But when? You say, "To-morrow," 
and God's word says, « Now is the acoepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation." (2 Cor. vi 2.) 

In earthly matters you can be eager enough, and 
wiU you be less eager to settle this all-important 
matter 1 Eternity is near, your peril is great Oh, 
why will ye die? My prayer is that God may give 
joa no rest till you have come to Christ in deed and 
m truth. 

"Oh,do not let the word depart, 
And close thine eyes against the light! 

Poor sinner, harden not thy heart, 
Thou wonldst be saved—why not to-night P " 

THE HARVEST PAST. 
m SOULOQOTT or • son STBBNALLT LOST. 

(JWL, Tiii 90.) 

rZE harvest is past, and the reapers are gone; 
The summer is ended, I sorrow alone; 

Ood's mercies and judgments were slighted by me, 
And now for deliverance no hope can I see. 
The harvest is past, and the wheat all returned, 
And now with the chaff I am doomed to be burned; 
All warnings of danger I madly out-braved: 
The summer is ended—and I am not saved. 
The harvest is past, and my soul in despair 
Must dwell with the lost, and their agonies share; 
In deep desolation I mourn at the last— 
AH hopeless the future—the harvest is past. 
To> think of a heaven, and friends who are there— 
Oh, memory, why dost thou enhanoe my despair? 
If with those dear loved ones my lot I had cast, 
I now would be saved, but—the harvest is past. 
Oh, sorrow of sorrows, eternally great! 
I'd now accept mercy, but* ah, it's too late; 
God's judgments overwhelm my poor soul at the last; 
I have my reward, and—the harvest is past. 
Though banished from God, in this torment to dwell, 
If prayer for the erring oould rise out of bell, 
I'd groan out petitions for ages to oome, 
To safrfc one poor sinner from this awful doom. 

"BEHOLD, I COME AS A THIEF/' 

EHOLD," saith the Lord Jesus, " I come 
as a thief;" that is, unexpectedly. "But 
know this, that if the good man of the 

house had known what hour the thief would come, 
he would have watched, and would not have suffered 
his house to he broken up; therefore be ye oho ready: 
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh." 

" Behold, I oome as a thief;" that is, in the dead 
of night, when men are all fast asleep. So will the 
Lord Jesus come at a time when the world are alto
gether asleep in spirit, altogether unaware and 
thoughtless, none of them thinking of any such things 
at all, all just thinking that things are going on as 
usual, and will go on as usual, far their time at 
least. 

" Behold, I oome as a thief;1' that is, to find men 
unprepared. " For as in the days that were before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered into the ark; and knew not, until the flood 
came and took them all away; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be." 

"Behold, I oome as a thief;91 that is, suddenly. 
" For as the lightning oometh out of the east, and 
shineth even to the west, so shall also the coming of 
the Son of man be." 

Solemn, awful, startling -words! Ml of comfort, 
indeed, to those who know and love the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour and their Friend—" whose 
they are, and whom they serve "—but fall of tenor, 
alarm, destruction, and despair, to those who know 
Him not and love Him not 

To those who love Him, and are looking for Him, 
Christ will come to bring blessing and glory; to 
those who love Him not, but love the world, and 
live for it, He will oome to bring judgment and 
punishment. 

Yes; there is an awful day coming for the world. 
Some morning, when all are going about their day's 
business or pleasure just as usual, or some night, 
when people are asleep in their beds, or awake for 
deeds of darkness—when " the adulterer has waited 
for the twilight, saying, No eye shall Bee me," and 
thieves "in the dark break through houses, which 
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they marked for themselves in the day-time"— 
suddenly, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
the heavens mil open—a light brighter than the sun 
will make the noonday look pale, or break in upon 
the darkness of night—and "then shall they see 
the Son of man earning in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory/9 Then what will 
sinners do, when the angel's trumpet-blast shall 
resound through earth and heaven, and they shall 
feel in that tremendous moment that they have 
trifled too long, and that now it is too late, and all is 
lost for ever and ever! 

"YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN." 

AND must If Lord, be born again, 
-**• As one who, dead in sin, 
Has not the faintest gleam of light, 

Or Spring of life within P 

Oh, yes, it must he! Thou hast said 
(And, Lord, I own it true), 

That though its life I need to get, 
I nought for life oaa do. 

But am I left in gloom like this, 
To wither as the grass F 

And may I not from death to life 
By some blest passage pass t 

Oh, yes; for He in whom is life 
Has bid me look and live! 

And says He came on earth and died, 
Eternal life to give. 

That e'en as Moses lifted up 
The serpent on the pole, 

So He Himself hung on the cross, 
To heal the sin-bit souL 

Ah! this is news my heart reoeives 
(A note from heaven indeed); 

It takes me to the cross at once, 
And meets my utmost need. 

No more at self I look at all, 
But on the cross I gaze; 

And on the wonder-working sight 
That Calvary displays. 

Healed as I looked, and saved and blest, 
I say to others, "Look!" 

Look, look at Him, who on the cross 
Our sins and sorrows took. 
. k ., >•¥• Etew*, 

Pages for Believers. 

RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HOLINESS. 

|OTH of these the sinner obtains the moment 
he believes in Christ Christ instantly 
becomes his righteousness before God, and 

in Christ also he is at onoe a " saint;" i.e. a holy 
one. Thus righteousness and holiness* as parts of 
a believer's portion in Christ, are most closely con
nected ; they are also intended to be seen side by 
side in his life and walk here below. But still 
they differ from each other. As characteristics of 
God Himself they differ; righteousness has to do 
with God rather in action and in government; while 
His holiness is a thing of His inmost leing and 
His very nature. Both are also gloriously seen 
accomplished by God in the risen Christ now at God's 
right hand, and thus both are made ours. In us 
they differ as they do in God. As those who are 
made to be at peace with God through Christ we 
are justified; i.e. we are declared righteous in Him; 
but as those who are " lorn of God" by His be
getting power through His word and His Spirit 
we have His nature in us, and are saints or .holy 
ones. 

The obedient angels are also "holy ones," and 
are thus spoken of in various Scriptures; for they 
are still as sinless and undefQed in nature as in the 
day they were first created, being " elect*" and also 
upheld by God, which the fallen angels were not; 
but they do not stand to God in the near relation
ship of " begotten ones," and therefore are not 
made "saints" nor holy ones in the sense nor 
after the same quality of holiness in which saved 
sinners are. How watchful, then, should be our 
walk! 

Again/as those who in Christ are made to be " the 
righteousness of God in TTJTJI " we are to God's glory 
and to Hie praise; but as those who are bom of Him, 
and are His "saints," we are in harmony with His very 
nature, and are His delight. Hence pleating Ood 
is what is said (1 These, iv. 1, &o.) in connection 
with His having given to us His Holy Spirit; just 
as in 1 Peter iv. H, " the Spirit of glory and of 
God" resting upon us is our cheer whenever we 
suffer " for righteousness* sake.9' 

Also, "righteousness" turns our thoughts more 
to "Jesus Christ the righteous/' in whom we stand; 
while the IJoly Ghost js, xppfq ĉ n êcted .w*M**' 
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we are before God in "holiness/' though neither 
it to be kept in view to the exclusion of the 
other. And since the Holy Ghost is the great 
Author of "holiness," whether FOB us in Christ 
shore, or nr us for pleasing God here below, our 
constant aim should be not to grieve the Spirit, 
that we may better know the holiness of our 
"high calling" above, and may on earth more 
yield our members as "servants to righteousness 
unto holiness," and may have more abundantly 
our "fruit unto holiness'9 in this short life. ( 8M 
KOHL v i 19-22.) 

Hark too the order of the two in Rom. vi 19. 
Bighteoos&fiaa comes first, then holiness; for how 
ean there be any growth or increase in that "holi
ness19 which is God our Father's nature, save as 
there is a walking in those steps of righteousness 
which are marked out in Christ Jesus for us? just 
as in our unregenerate state " uncleanness " led to 
"iniquity." (See former clause of v. 19.) 

Then also aa to emblem*, of the two there is a 
a tiforaaee. The sword is God's great emblem of 
Justus or righteousness j but the frequent emblem 
fir jbofoeas is fire—the oonsuming fire ! The keen 
edg* of the sword, dividing accurately between 
whst is just and what is unjust, is an apt and 
solemn emblem of the exactness of divine righteous
ness; it cannot pronounce that to be spirit in any 
of us which is only flesh; nor that to be flesh 
which is spirit Even among men " the sword of 
justice" is a common phrase. But if God holds 
sad uses the sword of justice, fire—the Are of 
holiness—is as His very nature. " Our God is a 
consuming fire." 

At Eden we see these two emblems united in 
God's banishment of the sinner. " A flaming sword 
. . . turned every way to keep the way of the 
tree of life." As a sword it testified to the justice 
of man's expulsion from the garden; as a fiery 
flaming sword it bore witness to the holiness of 
Him whose nature could no more tolerate what 
was contrary to it than fire can cease to consume 
what comes in its way. 

How truly and fully both these elements of God's 
mind against the sinner were met and satisfied by 
Christ at the cross! At Calvary the sword of 
justice pierced and slew Him in our stead; and 
there also did the wrath of God consume Him as 
the burnt-oflering and peace-offering, and as the 
sin-offering also, for all our guilt 

And as the fruit of all this, we once more see 

these two divine elements combined for our blessing 
in our Lord Jesus Himself as He walks amidst the 
churches of His saints. It was thus John saw 
Him at Fatmos, when not only " out of His mouth 
went a sharp two-edged sword," but also " His eyes 
were as a flame of fire, and His feet like unto fine 
brass as if they burned in a furnace." And this 
righteous and holy ministry of our Lord was not 
for His assemblies only, but also for individual 
believers. " He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith unto the churches." No 
wonder then that, in response to this character of 
His Master, Paul speaks of the " crown of 
righteousness which the righteous Lord " shall give 
both to him and to all them also that love Hia 
appearing; and Peter says, "As He which hath 
called you is holy, so be ye holy in all fanner of 
conversation.99 

. And lastly, in the visions given us of the ooming 
eternal glory of the redeemed, we see the same 
blending of sword and fire. In Bev. xix. ail the 
caught-up saints are seen sharing the white horse 
sword-bearing action and character of Christ; for 
they too are with Him " upon white horses clothed 
in fine linen, white and clean.99 "Know ye not," 
says Paul, " that the saints shall judge the world ?'? 
and in their unsullied worship before the throne, 
in Bev. xv., they stand on "the sea of glass 
mingled with FRS," singing and " having the harps 
of God." Thus blessedly and solemnly shall God's 
saints, who are also His righteous ones, have fellow
ship with God and with the Lamb, both in His 
righteous acts and in His uncompromising and 
consuming holiness. 

True, divine holiness then, as wrought out by 
God; first, for us in Christ; second, as wrought in 
us by the Spirit, who fashions Christ in us; and 
third, as folly and for ever accomplished in each 
saint when changed to the image of the heavenly— 
this holiness is a solemn yet most blessed subject, 
and may most fitly warn us against the spurious 
modern doctrine of " holiness through faith," with 
its evil fruits of self-esteem, and of lowering the 
true divine standard by which alone the saint should 
take his estimate of sin. 

" To the law and to the testimony, if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because th r̂e is no 
light in them." H. D. 

I // 
.i i n . i i , in i .1 
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Notices. 

BOOKS RECEIVED. 

The Coming Prince, the lout great Monarch of Christendom. 
By Robert Anderson, LL.D., author of The Gospel 
and its Ministry. London: Hodder and Stoughton. 

K is not often that we come across a book so well worth 
reading as this volume. It deals with the great events of 
the future in a clear and intelligent manner, and while 
avoiding the mistake in fixing dates as to the dose of this 
dispensation, it forcibly presents the great realities of the 
prophetic word, and defines the position and character of 
this present time. It is the clearest exposition of the 
prophecy of the Seventy Weeks of Daniel that we have 
ever read, and Dr. Anderson has done good service in 
opening np the mystery of this much controverted part of 
the word of God. We gladly commend this volume and 
hope that it may find a wide circle of readers. 

Wagmarks for Wanderers. Fire addressee by W. Y. 
Fnllertan. London: Passmore and Alabaster. 

In these addresses we have the oft-told story of "The 
Prodigal Son" again repeated with freshness and power. 
They are foil of gospel truth and earnest appeals to the 
unsaved, and are calculated to be very useful to leading 
souls into the knowledge of the love and grace of God. 

The Life of William Farel. By Frances Be van. London: 
A. Holness. 

We have much pleasure in drawing •attention to this 
interesting account of the life of one of God's servants in 
the dark and persecuting period of the Reformation. Of 
the many raised by God as His faithful witnesses at that 
time, the name of William Farel will ever stand among 
the foremost rank. Mrs. Bevan has combined with the 
narrative of Us life and labours so much gospel truth and 
scriptural teaching that this volume makes a most useful 
present. The thrilling soenes of his untiring labours in 
Geneva and other towns of Switzerland are described with 
great freshness; and we feel as we read them as if we were 
almost in the midst of them. It ought to have a very wide 
circulation in these days of a revival of the Pfcpal system 
in our own land. 

NOTICE TO OUR READERS. 

WB take this opportunity of again asking our Christian 
friends for their practical sympathy and help in the circu
lation of our paper. We rejoice to say that year by year 
our circulation has been maintained; but we are still de
sirous of its extension, feeling confident that the Lord will 
use it to wider usefulness. We therefore ask our readers 
to aM us in the matter of making it known in circles where 
hitherto it has not reached. 

Christians interested in evangelistio work of any kind 
will find our paper a most useful addition to the preached 
Word. It is well adapted for general distribution, or for 
lending from house to house. 
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"NOT TET1 NOT YET!" 

B H H T was a foarfol night at sea; the storm had 
j J S M been raging for hours, and a vessel had 
H I M got ashore on the terrible beach at ; 
At wares were breaking over her, and it became 
apparent that she would shortly go to pieces. The 
crow and passengers were huddled together on deck, 
awaiting the awful death that seemed inevitable. 

The coastguard, seeing this, prepared their rocket 
apparatus, and did all in their power to rescue the 
poor people. The ropes were fired, and made fast 
by those on board; and as one by one ventured into 
the cradle, and were drawn ashore through the 
framing eorf, a shout of joy was sent up from the 
crowd of people 4m the beaoh, all so willing to give 
a helping hand. 

But these was one who was afraid to trust herself 
to this—the only means of escape; and as the cradle 
came back each time, when urged to get in, she 
repeated the words, " Not yet! not yet!" so another 
wait before her. She still hesitated, until all had 
left; and as the cradle was brought to shore the last 
time the rope broke, and she was alone on the wreck, 
all hope gone! In another minute a heavy sea 
dashed over the vessel. 

The n̂ xfc morning the beaoh was strewn with 
piecee of the wreck, and there was also found the 
lifeless body of her who had said the day before, 
"Not yet 1 not yet!" 

Have you never said these same words, friend, 
when urged to accept a greater salvation, even that 
of your soul? You may have had many warnings 
of the coming doom of the Christ-rejecting one, and 

when pressed to receive the Lord Jesus as your 
Saviour, you have said, "Not yet! not yet!" 

It may be the Lord has laid yon low with sickness 
nigh unto death, and you have promised if He only 
raised you up again your life would be different, 
you would turn to Him and live. Ha gave you 
that desire; you had your health restoredj and then 
came the devil's whisper in your heart, " Not yet! 
not yet!" 

Mayhap you have had sorrow at home: death has 
come into your family; a dearly-loved one has gone 
to be for ever with the Lord, and you promised that 
one that you would seek the Saviour, so as to meet 
again in heaven. But the same devilish thought 
came, "Not yet! not yet!" 

You have heard the gospel preached with power; 
the wondrous grace and love of God our Saviour has 
been proclaimed in your hearing, your heart seemed 
to melt as the words of love were spoken forth, and 
the loving invitation given for you to come) and you 
almost made up your mind to do so, but again Satan 
triumphed, and the answer was, "Not yet! not 
yet!" 

Your hair may be turning grey now; that once 
light, buoyant step has changed to a staid, slow pace; 
you begin to feel the burden of life becoming 
heavier to bear, cares seem to accumulate, business 
troubles increase, family sorrows deepen, you turn 
hither and thither seeking for rest, but find none; 
and you are almost persuaded to take the only true 
eternal rest found alone in Jesus, when the fiends 
chuckle in very delight as they hear again the word*, 
"Not yet! not yet!" 

Hark you, friend, you have only one life to live, 
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and how short or how long that may be God alone 
knows. 

" A point of time, a moment's space 
May land you in yon heavenly place, 

Or shut you up in hell." 

And there is only one salvation; and how will you 
escape if you neglect it f There was no other way of 
escape for the poor woman on the wreck, she 
neglected the only one, and the result was, she 
perished. HUB must be so with you, if you still 
continue to say, " Not yet! not yet !M This salva
tion of God's providing is perfect in every way; 
whatever thy need may be it shall be met, yep, 

" Salvation for the guilty, salvation for the lost, 
Salvation for the wretched, the sad, and sorrow-tossed." 

But it is also a salvation for the present moment. 
Oh, beloved Mend, it is now that God wants to save 
thee, and it is now that you require His salvation! 
"Not yet!" is the devil's lie; "Now!" is God's 
truth. 

" Salvation now—this moment! then why, oh, why delay ? 
You may not see to-morrow: now is salvation's day!" 

Seeing then that " all things are now ready/' the 
victim has died, His precious blood has been shed, 
the sacrifice has been offered, and, what is more, 
accepted by God on the sinner's behalf, will you in 
the face of this again say, "Not yet! not yet"1 
Oh, remember, dear friend, that death may come and 
cut short thy false hope! Thou wilt not be able to 
say to the king of terrors, " Not yet t not yet!" Or 
else the Lord himself may come and take His waiting 
people home. What then for thee ? "Left behind!" 
For what? The fearful looking for of judgment to 
come. Thy "not yet!" will avail thee nothing in 
that day; the overflowing scourge shall come and 
sweep away every refuge of lies, and the sinner 
shall stand naked in the presence of his God. 

May the God of all grace lead you to repentance 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. G. a J. 

THE HEALING POWER OF JESUS. 
AS nr VABX v. 

this chapter we have three distinct pic
tures of the condition of an unsaved 
sinner—the demoniac, the woman diseased 

with an issue of blood, the daughter of Jairus 
dead; pnd in each case we see it needed the power 
of Jesus to bring about the desired change in their 

conditions. The demoniao " had been often bound 
with fetters and chains, and the chains had been 
plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in 
pieces: neither could any man tame him." It 
needed the power of Christ then to set the captive 
free; and the same power is needed now to deliver 
one from the dominion of Satan, who rules men in 
a variety of ways: some he rules by their lusts, 
some by their pleasures, some by their ambition. 
But Jesus came "to preach deliveranoe to the 
captive," and to put the delivered one in the blessed 
position of sitting at His feet that thus he might 
be fitted to go home to his friends and tdl them how 
great things had been done for him. 

The poor woman " had suffered many tilings of 
many physicians, and had spent all that she had, 
and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse;" 
but now, as she beheld Jesus, she says within 
herself, "If I may touch but His clothes, I shall 
be whole," Nor was she disappointed. In her case 
we have another phrase of the oondition of the 
sinner, by nature diseased, corrupt, defiled. "The 
whole head is sick, and the whole heart front From 
the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no 
soundness in it; but wounds and bruises and putrify-
ing sores." She did not question her need, but was 
deeply conscious of it. How to be cleansed was the 
problem that troubled her. la it thus with thee, 
dear reader 1 Art thou conscious of thy deep need f 
Until one is brought to see their need and to re* 
alize their oondition they can never know the joy 
and rest of soul which fills Hie breast of those who 
have been healed of Jesos. How painful her feelings 
as she visited physician after physician in the vain 
hope of being bettered. The sad fact was too evident, 
she was getting worse, and now her resources were 
gone. 

" Long time I have spent in anxious thought, 
Seeking for healing and finding none; 
But each day is more with anguish fraught, 
My money is spent and my strength is gone." 

She "spent all that Bhe had." There are many whose 
experience is precisely the same. Dissatisfied with 
themselves, feeling the evil of their corrupt nature, 
they resort to various expedients for bettering them
selves. They listen to sermon after sermon, become 
outwardly religious, partake of the Lord's supper, 
give out tracts, thinking by such means to find the 
rest they BO much long for. They are miserably 
disappointed; nothipg bettered, but rather worse, if 
their experience; and not a few, after trying these 
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various plans, have given all up, and plunged again | 
into open sin and immorality; whilst others, their 
resources gone, have sat down thoroughly disheart
ened ; for such there is an invitation fresh from the 
lips of the lover of our souls: " Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest "—the very rest you have been seeking to 
asm, " Gome unto me" and take it, without money 
and without price. 

"Few, if any, come to Jesus, 
m i reduced to self despair. 

Long we either alight or doubt Him; 
But when all the means we try 

Prove we cannot do without Him, 
Then at last to Him we cry.'9 

And then we notice the simplicity of her faith, 
"If I may touch but His clothes, I shall be whole.19 

She had doubtless heard of His mighty works, and 
bdieving that His skill could meet her case she 
toothed, and " straightway the fountain of her blood 
was dried up." The crowds were thronging Him, 
and many must have touched Him; but this one 
neerred -virtue from Him. She did not doubt His 
vflfingneas to heal her as did the poor leper who 
came and, worshipping Him, said, "Lord, if thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean;" nor, like the father of 
the boy possessed with a dumb spirit, who doubted 
His ability to cast out the evil one, " If thou canst 
do anything, have compassion on us and help us;" 
but believing both in His power and willingness, 
she touched and was healed. 

Had aha been asked, when pressing her way 
through the crowd, "Have you faith?" she might 
have been somewhat perplexed, and begun to look 
in at herself; but if the question was put, "Do you 
believe He is willing and able to cleanse you?" how 
her feith would shine out in the answer, "If I may 
touch but His clothes, I shall be whole." We 
see she was not occupied with her faith, but with its 
object—Jesus, Many practically doubt His willing
ness to save them. "Oh," says one, "I am such a 
muml would Hebe wiUmg to receive me?" "May 
I onus as I ami" says another. "Must not I wait 
for the Holy Spiritt Must not I repent?" They 
thus doubt His willingness to save them as they are, 
and they remain in the crowd, and at a distance from 
the only One that could "better" them. Many, on 
the other hand, doubt His power to save them. 
,rWhat!* you say, "I have only to believe and be 
saved? Must I not work! Must I net pay the 
strictest attention to the ordinances of thfe Church 

first ?" " No; you are reversing God's order, and this 
is what we naturally do. God says, 'If thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved.1" (Bom. x. 9.) 

She had not long to wait before the cleansing took 
place; it was both perfect and instantaneous, and 
she was deeply conscious of it; she did not merely 
"hope" it was so. Thus it is with those who in 
simple faith trust, on the authority of the Holy 
Scriptures, the finished work of Christ—" With the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation." (Rom. 
x, 10.) "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life." 
(John v. 21) Could words be plainer? "He that 
believeth hath." Even as this woman was cleansed 
the moment she touched the hem of His garment, 
so the sinner is saved—eternally and everlastingly 
saved—the moment he trusts Him. Then, like her, 
he will confess with joy, though tremblingly it may 
be, what Christ has done. 

We cannot but notice how this dear one wisely 
seized the moment which presented itself of securing 
the blessing. Had she delayed, had she allowed 
this occasion to pass by without coming to Jesus, 
she might never have had another opportunity. 
We need to press home upon the conscience and 
heart that, respecting the question of the soul's 
salvation, there is not a moment to lose. Leave not 
the consideration of thy eternal destiny until you 
come to lie upon a dying bed; but remember, " Now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation." 
If you die unsaved you will not be able to cast the 
blame upon God; you will not be able to say, " I 
desired to be saved; I sought, but found not." Ah 
no; none will thus speak in that day! 

The daughter of Jairus presents us with a further 
illustration of the condition of the sinner. " Dead 
in trespasses and sins." This is true of all, without 
exception. "By one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned." (Bom. v. 12.) 
The source of our natural condition is a fallen man : 
"In Adam all die.9' life comes through Christ 
alone. He undertook man's case, suffered, defeated 
Satan, died, rose again, ascended into heaven, and 
is seated upon the throne; we are called upon to 
exercise faith in One who was "delivered for our 
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offences, and raised again for our justification*" He 
thus becomes the Life of the believer; and " when 
Christ who is our Life shall appear, then shall ye 
also appear with Him in glory." Whilst unending 
misery—the lake of fire—will be the everlasting 
portion of those who have not heard His voice, 
"glory" will be the blessed condition of all who 
have been born again by the incorruptible seed of 
the word of God, which "liveth and abideth for 
ever/1 J, W. C. 

CONSTRAINING LOVE. 

" C F S I CANNOT STAND THAT/1 exclaimed a 
Hh § U rough weather-beaten tar. 
KSfifli He seemed able to stand anything. 

He had stood the beating of many a storm; often had 
he mounted up to heaven and gone down again 
into the depths; many a time had his soul been 
melted because of trouble. Yet he had ridden out 
the storm, trod the billowy deep boldly, and given 
his troubles to the winds. But now he meets 
something he "cannot stand.91 What is it? He 
can stand the perils of a lee shore; he can buffet 
the hardest gale that ever blew off the " Horn;" 
he can do and endure more severe labour and 
hardship than most men; but now he knocks 
under. What is it ? It is the picture, on the cover 
of a tract, of a woman teaching a child. " Oh/1 

said he, " I cannot stand that! I t reminds me of 
my poor dear mother. It is just the way she used 
to teach me; but she is no more/1 and he burst 
into tears. 

" God so LOVED the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Trim 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.'9 

God is reconciled to you. 
God beseeches you to be reconciled. 
The work of Christ for your salvation is finished. 
An offer of pardon is presented to you, and 

only awaits your acceptance. 
Everything on God's side is ready. 
Whatever step is to be taken is for you to take. 
What is that step? 
Only to believe, only to accept. 
Now let us clear away the ground. 
Notice, you have to deal with God alone. 
There is God and the sinner. 
God all love and grace. 
The sinner full of wrong thoughts about God and 

about himself!. 

If you can only see God as He is and yourself as 
you are, you shall have peace. 

Fray this prayer with all earnestness and reality— 
u Oh, God, show me myself 

The sight of self in its real sinfulness and help
lessness is appalling. 

But when God shows you yourself do not stop 
there, but cry aloud from the depth of your soul— 
" Oh, God, show me Thyself." 

Then the sight of God, His love, His grace, His 
gift of Christ, meets the deep need of self, and gives 
peace and assurance for ever. 

Acquaint thyself with God, and be at peace. 
See then how favourably yen are circumstanced 

Ton have not to propitiate an angry Deity; yon 
have not to make a sacrificial offering. 

Dismiss your bad thoughts about GocL He is 
Love; He is reconciled* 

Dismiss your efforts to satisfy His justice. It 
has been satisfied by Christ Jesus. 

See the love of God shown forth plainly and 
manifestly in the cross of Jesus. 

See there the provision God Himself devised. 
See His only-begotten Son Jesus Christ bearing 

your sins in His own body on the tree. 
Believe that all your sins have been laid on Him, 

that He by His one offering has fully satisfied God's 
justice, has folly met all olaims against you, has 
paid your mighty debt, that in Him you have been 
judged, sentenced, and punished. When He died, 
you died; when He was buried, you were buried; 
when He rose, you rose* 

Believe and live. 
A poor gay votary of fashion, living some 

years ago in Paris, living in the world and for the 
world, lay in bed suffering from a heavy cold. 
Her sisters came in full of merriment and laugh
ter. " Have you heard," said they, " the latest 
joke?" "No; what is i t ? " "Oh, there is a 
mad fellow come over from England preaching 
what he calls 'the gospel/ He rants away in 
English, and one of the French pasteurs interprets. 
It is the most ridiculous thing out All the world 
is going, and we are going to hear him. 

By-and-by they were gone, and as this poor sick 
girl was lying alone in her bed, there came into 
her heart—she did not know why—an indescribable 
desire to go too. She rang the bell for her maid, 
and said, " I want you to dress me/1 The bourn 
looked surprised, and said, " You are unfit to get 
up, ma'am." " Never mind, I am going to get up; 
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send for a carriage." The servant expostulated; but 
go she would. She drove to the hall. There was 
but one vacant seat, just in front of the platform, 
and she was shown into i t By the time the hymn 
was sung and prayer offered, she was tolerably 
solemnized Then there was the silence of death 
as the strange preacher, our dear friend, H. Grattan 
Guinness, came to the front of the platform and 
looked her full in the face as if he had been 
specially sent to her. He paused for a moment, and 
as she looked up wondering her eyes met his. 
Gazing at her as though he would read the secrets 
of her heart, he suddenly said, " Poor sinner, God 
love* thee." 

" I do not know," she afterwards stated, "what 
more he said. I have no doubt he preached the 
gospel very fblly, but I heard nothing more. I sat 
there sobbing as if my heart was broken. I scarcely 
knew what it was. I could not help it. I could 
not stand that As I sat there it seemed as if my 
whole fife passed before me—a loveless, godless life.. 
I had turned my back on God, lived for the world, 
fired tor pleasure, lived in sin. That voice kept 
ringing in my ear over and over again. I could 
hear nothing else. "Poor sinner, God loves thee" 
How I got out of the room I do not know. I found 
myself by-and-by kneeling at my own bedside. 
Tears were streaming from my eyes. Still I heard 
that voice within my soul—" Poor sinner, God loves 
thee." At last I looked up, conscious of my own 
utter unworthiness. I dared to look up, and I cried 
out, " O my God, if thou lovest me, I have never 
loved thee before, but now from this time I take 
thee at thy word! I trust thy love; I cast myself 
en thy love." 

Than the world faded away from her; its attrac
tions lost their charms; the empty gaieties of life 
im which the had been living passed away like a 
dream of the morning; and she went o* her way a 
new woman, born again, not of corruptible seed, 
tat of indetrapttble, by the received love of God. 

Tea, poor sinner, God loves thee. What more do 
yon want? Be reconciled; be satisfied. God iB 
reconciled 7 God ft satisfied. 

'• I hear the words of love, 
I gaze upon the blood, 

I see the mighty sacrifice, 
And I have peace with God. 

" 'Tis everlasting peace! 
Pma as Jehovah's name; 

'Tis stable as His steadfast throne, 
For evermore the same.*' 

Assuming that you have taken Christ, accepted 
pardon, are reconciled to your Father, then you 
have been born again, you are regenerated by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, you are united to a risen 
Christ, His life is your Ufa " Because I live, ye 
shall live also." 

Now confess this, Give thanks to the Fattier, 
who hath made us meet to be partakers of the in
heritance of the saints in light; who hath delivered 
us from the power of darkness, and hath translated 
us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom 
we have redemption through His blood, even the for
giveness of sins. 

When will all this take place f 
The moment you believe. 
What I am I not to ripen for glory ? Am I not 

to be made meet for heaven ? 
The instant you are united to the risen Jesus you 

are as ripe for glory, as meet for heaven, as ever 
you will be. 

How is this f 
Because Christ is your meetnesa "Christ is 

made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption.91 

You will never have any other standing, any other 
meetness, any other sanctification than Christ, and* 
you have Him now on being united to Him. 

" Oh happy day, that fixed my choice 
On Thee, my Saviour and my God! 

Well may this glowing heart rejoice, 
And tell its raptures all abroad/' 

" Behold the manner of love the Father hath bes
towed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God." 

When? 
11 Now are we the sons of God." 
Behold, gaze upon, believe, the wondrous position 

into which grace hath brought you. 
" Ye are complete in Him." 
"He hath perfected for ever them that are 

sanctified." 
" There is now no condemnation to them that are 

in Christ Jesus." 
" Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's 

elect?" 
Full grasping your standing in grace, knowing 

that you are risen with Christ, " set your affection 
on things above, and not on things of the earth." 

" I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy; acceptable unto God, which is your 
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reasonable service. And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transfoitned by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect will of God." 

"Ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's." 

Saved now, saved fully, saved eternally, given to 
Christ by a covenant God, trust Him to keep you. 

Now remember, you are saved fully not only 
from hell, not only from punishment hereafter, but 
from the power and dominion of sin here and now. 

" He shall be called Jesus, for He shall save His 
people from their sins.'9 

"Who gave Himself for us, that He might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Him
self a peculiar people, zealous of good works." 

" Who His own self bare our sins in His own 
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness." 

Stand fast then in the power of these glorious 
truths. 

Ever remember that the blood of Jesus Christ, 
God's Son, cleanseth from all sin, 

Ever remember that your salvation, first to last, 
including your meetness for the companionship of 
Jesus, is all to the praise of the glory of His grace, 
wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved. 

Bo not tarnish the glory of God's grace by any 
legalizing qualifications. 

Grace, grace, grace upon grace. 
Live worthy of this grace and gospel. Be filled 

with joy and the Holy Ghost Glorify God by a 
consistent walk. Be occupied " till He come." 

Wait for that day, when He will come again, and 
those who are alive and remain shall be caught up 
to meet the Lord in the air j and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord. 

There are two things rarely to be met with—a 
free gospel, and a full salvation. A free, gratuitous, 
unconditional gospel for the worst of sinners, and 
then a full preservation, an eternal redemption, a 
certain glorification for the weakest believer. 

Jesus died for this very purpose. 
Any deviation from these truths is legalism in 

one form or another. 
A sinner may at once be saved—freely, and for 

nothing. 
When saved he is at once united to the risen 

Lord, whose life is his life. 
He has been given to Jesus by the Father, and 

Jesus will keep all that which the Father has given 

Him. He has been chosen by a covenant God, and 
in pursuance of the covenant Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost are pledged for his final entry into the eternal 
abodes of bliss. 

What ground have we for all this? Simply 
God's word in its plain sense, not shorn of its 
power by the legal devices of the schoolmen. 

Is not this a great salvation ? No wonder the 
angels desire to look into it! Let it be the subject 
of your wonder, adoration, and praise now, as it 
surely will be in the endless ages of eternity. 

C r a m BHABY. 

"FIKEIFIBE! ESCAPE FOR YOUR 
| LIVES!" aT is said that at one time, while a play was 

being performed in a oeitiin theatre, fire 
I was discovered among the scenery. One of 

the actors rushed upon the stage and nisei the alarm, 
shouting at the pitch of his voice the words that 
appear at the head of this paper. The audience, 

[however, did not take in their perilous situation, 
but thought he was performing hi* part in the play. 
The indifference of the people as they eat still on 
their seats, thinking they were being entertained by 
the actor's faithful representation, roused him to his 
inmost soul; and again he warned them of their 
danger, but they heeded it not. 

What was to be done ? no time could be lost, 
for every moment the devouring element steadily 
approached the audience. Frantic with excitement, 
he ran to the curtain behind him and hastily tore it 
aside. The terrible reality of his words burst upon 
the people in an instant, and each one immediately 
sought to make good his or her escape. 

Unsaved one, as you read these words you are 
approaching "the devouring fire"—the "ever
lasting burnings." The holy Son of God has drawn 
aside the curtain, and we see a rich man in the 
flames of hell, crying for a drop of water to cool 
his tongue. This is no exaggerated pioture, but a 
faithful description of the state end abode of those 
who despise, reject, or neglect the great salvation 

I of God 
In solemn tones and grave we wain yon to "FLU 

I FROM THE WBATH TO con." Mercy's door stands 
open wide. 

14 Jesus the Just has died, 
Died for the sinner's sin: 

Justioe is satisfied; 
Hasten to enter in." 

Jesus says, "I am the Door; by He, if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved." W. P. 0. 
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THE SILENCE OF GOD. 

(Bead PSALM 1.) 

B H j N the psalm open before us we have three 
E & H very solemn aeenaatiana by the living God 
H f i i against the ungodly. 

i. BATDTO nrsrsucxioir. 

"Don't trouble me," said a man to the writer one 
evening after a gospel service, " I keep my thoughts 
about my soul to myself* I know I am a sinner. 
I know all you say is true, but I don't want to be 
troubled." Ah, is not this hating instruction, not 
•anting to be disturbed? In fact, confessing the sad 
truth that the mind is not awake to the deep im
portance of the question, "What shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul !" Hating instruction, fast 
asleep in the arms of Satan, the god of this world, 
and content to be so. On the edge of a mighty 
precipes, and yet not conscious of danger. Having 
been drugged by the pleasures of the world, and 
fallen a prey to the sin of indifference and unooncern 
about the soul's salvation. The eye filled with 
dreams of pleasure or of gain never to be realised, 
flashing like a phantom before the mind. This is 
bating instruction, 

An officer in the Boman army went round to see 
if the sentinels were at their posts. He found one 
asleep, and at once drawing his sword, he said, as he 
plunged it into his side, "I found him asleep, and 
I left him so." Such will be the terrible condition 
of all those who possess the instruction God has 
given in His word, and yet refuse to receive its 
warnings or its invitations. "Hating instruction.'9 

Is this your case, my friend? Have you begun at 
the beginning of the instruction God would give 
you by the teaching of His Spirit? Suppose we 
learn the A B 0 of salvation; God's first lesson to 
sinful **ym, 

A. "AH have sinned." 
B. ''Behold the Lamb." 
C. "Come unto me." 
Tour ruin first, and then the remedy God has 

provided in the Son of His lova This only can 
make you wise unto salvation. "Whosoever shall 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he 
shall not enter therein/' The way to heaven is only 
by Calvary, and the way to spell out God's love is 
to learn the A B C first. 

n. "CASHES? MY WOBN BEHIND THEE." 
1 This is no negative position of those who cast 

away the truth, but a positive treating with contempt 
the word of the living God. What would you think 
of a friend, if when a message of love came in a 
letter, it was thrown down carelessly, or oast into 
the fire? Yet this is the way that thousands treat 
Him who came from heaven to earth that He might 
save the lost from the wages of sin. It is quite a 
matter of unconcern with them as to the claim the 
word of God has upon the soul; to say nothing of 
resisting the Spirit, so often striving with the un
godly. Then how vain are the excuses often heard, 
such as, "I hope it will be all right in the end;" or, 
"Am I not to work out my own salvation?99 or, "I 
shall have to give up so much," forgetting that it is 
not a matter of what we give up, but of what we 
get God does not make a bargain with the soul as 
if we should have so much salvation for as much as 
we give up; but, alas! His precious word, that 
tells plainly the way of peace and pardon, is not 
only set aside, but trampled under foot and oast 
behind. 

If some Scriptures are hard to be understood, as 
many objectors plead, how plain and simple the 
words of the Lord, "Come unto me;" or, "He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life." Again, that Bout-sustain
ing passage, which has brought life and peace to 
thousands of souls, "He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities,99 

and many others. 
Alas! the word of God, though professedly believed 

in, is really and practically denied. Not to believe 
it is to refuse it; just as not coming to the feast in 
Luke adv. was counted as refusing to come. The 
precious word of God, open so long in this Bible-
land of ours, has become so common that few really 
accept its teaching. Alas I the rejectors will be left 
without hope soon. 

i n . THE CONSENTING TO EVIL. 

This seems to mark a downward court* Getting 
into the broad way; yielding to the power of 
Satan, and being led oaptive by him. Like Jonah, 
who went down to Joppa, down to Tarshiah, down 
into the sides of the ship, and was found fast 
asleep. He had gone from the presence of the 
Lord, farther and farther, consenting to the sin of 
disobeying God, and not hearing His word, and 
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thus bringing judgment upon himself. Ah, let us 
take heed that we are not convicted of the sin of 
slighting God's word, while outwardly we take the 
place of believing it all. Felix assented to the 
truth of what Paul said, but he rejected it so far as 
it claimed present obedience—" Go thy way for this 
time." God sends a message of divine grace, and 
where does it find you ? Gliding down the slippery 
paths of sin; and you say, " I have no time now," 
which means you have time to spend in the sins 
and follies of the world, or it may be in fruitless 
building on the sand, instead of the rock, Christ 
Jesus. Oh, my friend, this consenting to evil is 
one of the most terrible things, because just as a 
straw shows the course of the stream, so does this 
going in the ways of the world show the state of 
the heart which is at a distance from God. The 
signalman on a railway, the bricklayer at a building, 
the soldier at his post) the clerk at his desk, have 
each their special work, and must give special 
attention to what they are doing. What would be 
the result if they each allowed other things to 
come in ? Why, sad indeed. An accident on the 
line; a badly-constructed house; wrong entries, 
and the like. Now apply this to the matter of 
salvation. Are you sure you are on the right line ? 
Quite positive you are building on the rock founda
tion? Are you quite sure the account is settled 
between you and God? If not, you are charged 
with despising His word, and casting it behind 
your back. But again, let the Word search you. 

IV. " THOU 01VB8T THY MOUTH TO BVIL, AJTD TST 

tOHOUl nAXKTH MCHT.M 

How this charge marks the discerning eye of 
God upon all your ways! Have you been always 
true, always loving your neighbour as yourself? 
Bid you never sit and speak against your neighbour? 
Rather, does not the memory of sin in this matter 
cause you many a saddened moment? You forgot 
God then, and now you remember your sin in all 
its bitterness. From one step to another you have 
gone away from God, until you are described by 
Him in these sad words, " APAB OFF." 

Now mark what He says, "These things hast 
thou done, and I kept silence; thou thougbtest that 
I was altogether such an one as thyself: but I will 
reprove thee, and set them in order before thine 
eyes. Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest 
I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver/9 

AH thiui has been done, and not done. These 

positive sins, this negative position of distance from 
God, this hating instruction, and casting His words 
behind thee; this consenting to evil, and speaking 
against thy brother; all this was done, and yon 
thought because I kept silenee I did not know, or 
I did not take note, and so you passed away from 
mercy and peace. And you said moreover, He is 
such an one as ourselves. But you forgot that now 
is the day of grace. God's silence is one of long-
suffering, not willing that any should perish. God's 
silence speaks eloquently of love seen in the cross 
of HiB dear Son, where the blood streamed down 
which is the sinner's title to rest now, and to glory 
hereafter. He lingers—He holds back the judg
ment—His long-suffering is salvation. The mo
ments are precious moments; faith grasps them, and 
believes the record of that love seen in blood. 
Here He stands with open arms to receive thee; 
with open heart to speak peace to thy soul. Here 
He lives as an Almighty Friend, as Giver of life 
eternal. Having paid the mighty debt, He hands 
thee, lost and undone as thou art, the full receipt 
Does the living God keep silence for nothing all 
these long years—all this time of His grace! 
Years pass away, and still He keeps silence. He 
does not judge—does not condemn. Oh, the price
less value of this day of grace! But it will not 
always last. The time will come when He will 
tear in pieces, and there will be none to deliver. 
My reader, will you resist that power then ? No; 
for "who can stand when He appeareth?" Will 
you call in that day on the rocks and mountains 
to oover you, or will you be covered now by the 
righteousness of God ? Will you hide now in the 
Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the 
world ? Then when He shall break the silence, He 
will find you safe, hidden in the Bock of Ages! 

« Ok the glory of the gTace 
Shining in the Saviour's face, 
Telling sinners from above 
God is light, and God is love I 

" God in mercy sent His Son 
To a world by sin undone; 
Jesus Christ was crucified, 
*Twas for sinners Jesus died. 

" Christ the Lord will come again, 
He who suffered once will reign! 
Every tongue at last shall own 
Worthy is the Lamb alone!" 

HKBBKBT R. FRAHOIS. 
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"A SUEE FOUNDATION." 

CHRISTIAN was one day having some 
conversation about eternal things, with a 
man who " professed to be religious." The 

Christian, of course, was able to say he knew for 
certain that he was saved, and going to be forever 
with the Lord; the other believed he was a Chris
tian, and hoped, if he " continued faithful to the 
grace already given," he would be saved at the 
judgment-day. 

The Christian was anxious to know what the dear 
man's foundation was, so he said, " Robert, how do 
you know you are a Christian? " 

"Well/* was the reply, "you know what a 
drunkard I used to be. I earned good wages, but 
it all went to the tavern-keeper; my family was in 
ossbtutioxi, and I was miserable. I saw it would 
not dô  » I made a business of reforming myself, 
ad gave up drinking, joined the church, began to 
hold family worahip, and have since tried to do my 
tafcy; so I feel confident thai if I continue faithful 
te the grace already given, I shall be saved at last," 

lira see, dear reader, there is nothing about 
Chut or His pxeciops blood in all this experience. 
The foundation of all his hopes was that he had 
"done his duty " in turning over a new lea^ and 
becoming a better man to his family than he was 
when a drunkard, &a, things commendable in 
tkemaelvee, if looked at from a moral stand-point, 
bat ensuring certain destruction when rested upon 
for salvation. In short, dear reader, this man was 
being duped by Satan out of his soul; for Jesus 
nys, " That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel 
not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again." 
(John iiL 6, 7.) His experience was u reformation," 
not " regeneration," and Jesus says such " cannot 
see the kingdom of God." (John iii. 3.) 

I remember conversing some time ago with a 
woman whose husband owned a saw-mill. They 
had just erected a new mill, and on asking what was 
the matter with the old one, she informed me that 
it had been swept away by a sudden flood of water 
coming upon it; but added, " There is no danger of 
this one ftlHng, for we had the men dig till they 
reached the nek, and Me* we laid the foundation." 

That** i t The old one was built on the sand, 
htace itedown&lL The other was built upon the 
rock, hand* its safety* The man referred to above 
thought he was oil the way for heaven; but his 
bapeawere founded on what he had done, was doing, 
aid intended to do—a foundation of sand, that will 

not stand the storm of judgment. It was right in 
his own eyes; but God says, " There is a way which 
tumeth right unto a man, but the mm THRMOF are 
the ways of death." 

Dear reader, stop and think. What are you rest
ing in for eternity? Is it in yourself your past 
experience, present feelings, and future intentions? 
or is it in Christ and His finished work at Calvary's 
cross ? To rest in the former is to be deceived and 
lost forever; to rest in the latter, is to be saved now 
and forever. 

I beseech you, dear reader, if you have a shadow 
of a doubt concerning your salvation, do give your 
soul the benefit of it, for it is far too precious to be 
trifled away, and lost in hell, through self-deeeption 
or neglect There is salvation for you now, pro
vided at infinite cost by " the God of all gmcd." 

By nature and practice you are lost and ruined, 
and in danger of being damned to all eternity, and 
you cannot save yourself, nor even help to do it} but, 
blessed be God, " The Son of man is oome io tub 
and io save that which was Is**." "For God sd 
loved the world, that He gave His only begettad 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him shecdd net 
perish, but have everlasting life." (Jehu iii 16.) 
God loved the world—not a good, righteous &odr 
seeking, and God-loving world; no, but a bad, 
unrighteous, God-forgetting and God-hating one;* 
still He loved it Yes, sinner, He loved you> an^ 
loves you this moment, sinner and rebel though you 
are, and have been, and His love made provision for 
your salvation; for "He gave His only begotten 
Son." Just think of it! What a gift! "His only 
begotten Son," and for you; gave Him that He 
might take your place, bear your iniquities, receive 
your judgment, and die your death. Why ? u That 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." Header, do you believe on 
the Son, of God ? Do you believe on Him as your 
Saviour? If so, take Him at His word, and thank 
Him for everlasting life. Do not think there is 
time enough. " Now is the day of salvation*" Oh, 
the varied experience of the lost in hell! Some1 

arfe there because they neglected salvation, saying' 
there was "time enough yet." Others beoflbd ait 
salvation through Christ, and so tried to save them* 
selves. Some trusted themselves and Gfermt, and, 
others- thought they were converted because they 
saw lights, heard sounds, or " felt good," £c. r hut 
none df them trusted Ohzut Jesus enly; 

I close with a solemn question, and wish you to 
ponder it well, " How shall we eeoape, if we neglect. 
89 great salvation!" (Heb. ii. 3.) T. JX W. H, 

Digitized by Google 



54 THE GOSPEL WATCHMAN. [MAY 3, \m\. 

1 B DECIDED FOE CHRIST. 

N the closing verses of the ninth chapter of 
the gospel of Luke, we have brought I 
before us three separate characters! each 

one being distinguished by a marked stamp of in
dividuality. Three men are brought into direct 
contact with the Lord Jesus Christ, and, as it would 
seem by the context, simultaneously. We will con
sider them in the order in which they are recorded; 
but before doing BO, it may help us to examine the 
circumstances under which they had the privilege 
of an interview with the Son of God. We read in 
the fifty-first verse of this same chapter, " And it 
came to pass, when the time was come that He 
should be received up> He steadfastly set His face to 
go to Jerusalem." Jesus had just before told His 
disciples that " the Son of man should be delivered 
into the hands of men.99 Just as Abraham and 
Isaac went together to mount Moriah, so the Lord 
Jesus, having come to do the Father's will, became 
the willing victim, and, being the Lamb of God's 
own providing, steadfastly set His faoe to go to I 
Jerusalem, there to accomplish redemption and to 
finish the work that was given Him to do. If poor 
sinners were ever to be saved, it was necessary for 
14 the oorn of wheat to fall into the ground and die." 
This then was the occasion of the journey now 
undertaken, and Jerusalem the destination of the 
way he was travelling at this particular time. 

i. oounrnre THI COST. 
11 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the 

way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will 
follow thee whithersoever thou goest" What a 
blessed resolution! Here we have in a few energetic 
words the expression of a mind that was made up, 
and of a determination to follow Christ Taking the 
words in their simplicity, and as the honest outcome 
of the promptings of a heart filled with zeal, we 
can but admire the earnestness of spirit manifested 
therein. No compromise is suggested, no delay is 
hinted at: "Lord, I will follow thee." Let us 
remember these words. If believers, there was a 
period in our history when we were for the first time, 
by the graoe of God, enabled to say, " Lord, I will 
fidlow thee." Let us not be satisfied with that 
Encouraged by the consideration of this case, let us 
say it from the heart again and again. If our 
footsteps have faltered and our pace has flagged, we 
may, with profit, think of this man of purpose and 

determination, and in his words renew our pledge 
of fealty to our crucified and risen Lord. His love 
demands this from us, His heart desires it He 
steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem fin* our 
eternal good, let' us steadfastly resolve the little time 
we are here below to be decided for Christ. 

" Oar only grief to give Him pain, 
Our joy to serve aad follow Him." 

" And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay His head/' 

Every attentive reader of the gospels must have 
been struck by the fact that the Lord Jesus when 
upon earth frequently addressed His reply to the 
heart of his interrogator rather than to the question 
put or remark made. It was so in the ease of 
Nicodemus, when the Lord said, " Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
It is so in this instance. The Lord ever knew what 
was in man, and could bring to light the hidden or 
unexpressed thoughts of the heart There surely 
was no desire to discourage, but it may be that he 
had not counted the cost It may be that, having 
been attracted by the wondrous words that proceeded 
out of the mouth of the Lord, and struck by the 
mighty works performed by Him, enthusiasm had 
filled his heart. He had only very recently delivered 
a child from an unclean spirit, so that they were all 
amazed at the mighty power of God, and wondered 
every one at all things which Jesus did. The effect 
of this may have brought him to a sudden and 
therefore unconsidered determination to cast in his 
lot with Jesus. Was he prepared to do this at any 
cost? Did he know that when the messengers 
went into a certain village of the Samaritans, to 
make ready for Jesus, they did not receive Him? 
Had he counted the cost? The Lord desires us to 
be intelligent followers of Him. Happy are they 
who can say, " Yes, we have counted the ooet— 

j " We bear His cxom and seek His crown." 

n. pBocRAsmrAxioir, 
" And He said unto another, Follow me. fiat he 

said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my &&*• 
Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: 
but go thou and preach the kingdom of Gtd." 

This case differs from the former inasmuchaaw« 
read of a specific command given—"Follow me," 
and subsequently a direct commission to "patch 
the kingdom of God." But a delay is asked for-
Now the Lord knew exactly the dnmmstances in 
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which ibis man was placed before he was thus 
invited to follow Christ It may have been that 
the father was already dead; if so, it is difficult 
to understand how one of the chief mourners would 
be found just then amongst the crowd, and especially 
so when we remember that in the East the burial of 
the dead took place the same day as the decease. 
Now we know that Jesus was not unmindful of 
filial obligations* and the delay consequent upon the 
burial of the dead would have been of short dura
tion. It is more probable, however, from the 
demand made and the reply given, that the father 
was infirm or aged—perhaps both, and the desire of 
the man was to remain at home until all the circum
stances of his domestic life set him free to follow 
Christ How many in this our day are willing to 
become Christians at a oonvenient period—at some 
future time when it suits them, when some future 
psmt has been gained, but not now, not to-day! 
God still speaks to-day, and tells us that " now is 
the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salva
tion." 

HI. A DITIDBD HKABT. 

"And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; 
hit let me first go bid them farewell, which are at 
home at my house. And Jesus said, No man, 
baring pat his hand to tAp plough, and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God." 

Hare we have undoubted evidenoe of a divided 
heart There was a desire to fellow Christ, and 
yet a stronger desire for one more look at those who 
ware dear to him in this world. Perhaps that last 
farewell, that last look, the entreaties of those at 
bona, might have prevailed to prevent his following 
the Lord at alL The surroundings of home life and 
eerthly associations might have been too strong for 
the young pilgrim. How often is this the language 
of many in this day, when the gospel is presented 
to them! " Yes; I should like to be a Christian, 
but not ju*t now. Only a little more of the world, 
a few more years of pleasure and enjoyment of life, 
end then I will follow Christ I can't quite give 
up a y worldly friends and relations just yet, I 
am still young; but by-and-by I will think dif
ferently. I do not disbelieve the gospel, but I 
wwld rather not eatertain it seriously just yet" 
Them are occasions in this life when indecision 
aright involve the grayest consequences; how much 
mora so when the results are eternal! There may 
also be leas desire of heart to follow Christ at a 
future time than there is at the present moment. 

Christ therefore calls now; God speaks and warns 
to-day. He has the first claim upon the heart 
and its affections. The tide of natural affection 
and human relationships, however right and seemly 
in their proper sphere, must never be placed before 
the just claims of God. Let us notice that this 
man betrayed a divided heart by the very language 
he used: " But let me fint go bid them farewell 
which are at home in my house." His clear duty 
and privilege was to obey and to follow at onoe; 
other opportunities might then have been given 
when in the path of obedience and service for any 
necessary explanations-

What is the lesson then to be learnt from these 
three interesting incidents? Surely this: the para
mount importance of being decided for Christ 
Fellow-believer, be decided for Christ yet more 
and more. Let this be clearly manifested as oppor
tunities occur. Undecided one, be decided for 
Christ; receive Him now into the heart by faith 
unto salvation. Jesus now invites you; the voice 
of mercy now sounds in your ear; the precious 
blood that cleanses from all sin ha* been shed. 
Christ is risen from the dead. May the language 
of our hearts ever be, "Lord, I will follow 'thee." 

"My heart is fixed, eternal God, 
Fixed en Thee; 

And my immortal choice is made, 
Christ for me. 

He is my Prophet, Priest, and King, 
Who did for me salvation bring; 
And while I lire I mean to sing, 

Christ for me." 
W. H. F. C. 

BE! 
"WHAT MUST I DOT 

T must I do/' has oft been asked, 
Eternal life to gain P" 

Man anxious seems for any task, 
If this he may obtain. 

But all the doing has been done, 
As God has clearly shown, 

When, by the offering of His Bon, 
His purpose He made known. 

He laid on Htm the sinner's guilt, 
When came the appointed day; 

And by that blood on Calvary spilt, 
TOOK all oar sins away. 

Such was the sacrifice He made, 
The law oouM ask no more; 

For not a mite was left unpaid 
When He my judgment oore. 

How glorious, Uessed, and complete 
That finished work must be, 

Where God with man delights to asset, 
There He has met with me. 

And still the memories of the past 
Shall with my spirit stay; 

'Tis Jesus first, 'th Jesus last, 
And Jesus all the wayl 
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Evangelistic Notes. 

Ma. J. DINHAM SMITH has been preaching at St George's 
Hall, Langham Place, daring the past month. The hall 
continues to be well filled, and many have been broaght to 
the Lord. 

Mr. CHARLES INGLIS has been preaching at Merrion 
Hall, Dublin, during the past three months, and has been 
much encouraged in the work there. He sails for Australia 
about the end of May. 

Mr. W. it. LAKE has also been labouring in Dublin, 
chiefly among the soldiers. Since Us return he has been 
preaching at Kenaal Hall. 

Mr. HERBERT W. TAYLOR has been preaching at Maiden 
Hall during April. 

Mr. JOHN 0. RAIN BY is holding special meetings at 
Exeter and neighbourhood, and many have been led to the 
Lord.' 

TfHE UNION HALL MISSION. 

THE annual meeting of this mission was held on April 7th, 
when a targe and interesting gathering took place of the 
workers and friends. In the afternoon the meeting for 
prayet and exhortation was held in the small hall, when 
Mr. J. Ommc&iLL and Mr. JOBK MCVIUXBR save addressee 
ty beKerors. In the oreoing the hall was well filled. 

Mr. ROBERT BILKS, the superintendent of the work, 
called for praise and thanksgiving for the marked blessing 
whith Gqd had permitted to rest on the labours of Hk 
servants during the past year. Not only had the work 
attended, but many souls have been led into light and 
UbtatVi On this, the twentieth anniversary of the misirinn, 
he (Mr. BUke) looked back upon the small beginnings in 
the little hall in the Harrow Road-and subsequently in Bell 
Street. The erection of Union Hall had marked a definite 
step of progress, but still there was « more to follow;" for 
now there are' healthy and vigorous btttttohos in Kensal 
Green and Kilburn Lane (Queen's Park). 

One very important feature of the work is the teaching 
of the young for Christ, and he rejoiced to say that there are 
about 300 children in the Sunday-schools at Union Hall, 300 
in Kensal Green, and more than 260 in Queen's Park. Thus 
over 800 littte ones are committed to their care, and not a 
few of these have been led t*th» Saviour. The mothers' 
meetings also call for special praise, as they are very 
largely attended from week to Week, and are followed by 
much Messing. In order to accommodate the large num
bers of children who attend Union Hall, some alterations 
are suggested which will provide increased space, and 
which will cost about ££0. Should the Lord incline the 
hearts of His people to send the means, the alterations will 
at onoe be proceeded with. 

The tent work during the summer months has proved 
intensely interesting, reaching as it does a class who will 
not enter even a Mission HalL l a Qneen's Park last 
summer many of such—belonging to the roughest and 
most careless classes—w&re led into the joy of salvation. 
Definite arrangements are not yet completed, but it is 
hoped this summer to strike out in a new direction, while 
vigorously maintaining the work already in operation. 

Mr. WILBBAHA* TAYLOR read and expounded 1 Peter 
i. 22-ii. 9, leading the thoughts of his hearers ajlong the 
lines of purity and obedience. " Seeing ye h&vd purified 
your souls in obeying the truth." It is remarkable that 
while Peter, in t£e early days of his dimpleship, was a 
wilful man, his whole epistle seems fall of obedienoe and 
submission- Havihtf purified our souls in obedicfftce to the 
truth through the Spirit, we are bntaght unto unfeigned 
love of the brethren—a new relationship, an everlasting 
relationship. 

Mr. B. Am>iBSOM# LL.B», spoke on the wordsy " Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the Ant resurrection." 

Taking these words apart from their primary and dispsm-
tional teaching, Mr. Anderson pointed out that every 
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ is admitted to have a part 
in that most glorious of all resurrections, and hence he if' 
" blessed and holy/' Very full of meaning is that word 
" blessed,*' which may be illustrated by the words for
tunate, saoeessful« happy, prosperous. After aa interesting 
reminiscence of the way in which the late Henry Moor-
house described sham and real prosperity, the speaker 
proceeded to point out that we have here soMthing vhfcb 
should oheer us on our wilderness journey. True blessing 
can only be found and realized in close communion with 
God, and thus it is linked with holiness. There is only one 
way of holiness and that is by the precious blood of Ohriit, 
which not only cleanses us from sin, but also separates ns 
unto God. And t)*y muat embrace separation {torn evil, 
and all that is contrarv to the mind and will of God. The 
grand test of our life is not what we say, but what we do* 
We oaanot have blessedness without holiness, God hath 
connected the two, and what God hath joined let not man 
put asunder. 

Mr. J. I . HAWKINS said, that as one who had known ths 
work for over eighteen ye^rs he was thankful to know thai 
the Lord h4s blessed and prospered the mission. He than 
read 2 Thesa. ii, 14-1*, and said theSpmt mimed m than 
verses to draw our minds from the dark apoetacy of the 
early part of the chapter, and tells us to stand fast and hold 
fast. Hie referred to Nehtedah end the budding of the 
wall, how that the nobles did not put their neck to the 
work, while others did a dduble share. (Neh. iii.) 

Mr. A. C. P. OOOTB spoke <m^&tai praising < W (P** 
lxxxiv.), and 

Mr. HBRBBBT TAYLQ* closed the happy meeting with 
prayer. 

Those who deeiie W help In this wort: may send their 
contributions to Ifr. R I M B , 18, Victoria Road, KUbani. 

Nvtioe. 
K>»»--«.*.^^^.>»-">fi.^VOWfc»<V-*«X 

NOTICE TO OUR RBADSB6. 

W B take this opportunity of again asking our Christian 
friends for their practical sympathy and help in the circu
lation of our paper. We rejoice to say that year by year 
our ciroulatiqn bus been maintained; W we are soil de
sirous of its extension, feeling confident that the Lord will 
use it to wider usefulness. We therefore ask our randan 
to aid us in the matte* of making it known in o n t o whs* 
hitherto it h*s not reached. 

Christians interested in evangelistic* work ot any kind 
will findourpgparameat lajeful addition to ths preached 
Word. It is well adapted for general distribution! or for 
lending from house to house. 
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HE COMETH WITH CLWIDS$ D EVERY EYE SH-ALL 
«5^Wg 

'• WATCHMAN, what of the m îu: 
The watchman said. The morning 
comcth, iuicl also the night: if ye 
will enquire, enquire ye; return, 

' .it »,\ vi man, I havd set I lice ** 
watchman unto the house of Israel; 
therefore thou shalt hear the WOT*I 
at my mouth* and warn them Irwin 
mc." (Hzekiel xxx'iu. 7) 

LOXJKW : JAM** B. HAWXKS, S6, Baker Street, W.; 
and IS, Paternoster Square, B.C. JUNE 1, 1881. 8. W. FAmT*n>*s 6 Oo.y 9, JPatemoeter Bow. 

"ARE YOU READY?" 
B Y CHBYNE BRADY. 

BUE sun had sunk below the horizon, heavy 
clouds had gathered, the lightning fre
quently shot across the heavens, and 

sounds of distant thunder warned of a coming 
storm. 

Many a family had retired to rest with the con
sciousness of safety under the shelter of His wings, 
who saith, " The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in 
safety by Him; and the Lord shall cover him all 
the day long." (Deut. xxxiii. 12.) But with others 
it was not so; for while the storm was gathering 
nearer and nearer one had gone to her bed with this 
assurance in her soul, If the Lord comes to-night I 
am ready; while by her side lay her husband, who 
was not ree4y. He meant to be ready by the time 
he came to die. He did not intend to be lost; and 
as the last words of his wife, "Are you ready, 
Jack?" died away as they fell asleep, the reply 
was for the hundredth time repeated, " I hope I 
shall be soon/9 

For a while sleep sealed their eyelids; but at 
midnight a tremendous crash of thunder awoke 
them, and their room was filled with the lurid glare 
of the incessant lightning. Peal upon peal of thunder 
shook the ground; and walls and roof seemed to 
gape wide open as if all things were about to be 
swallowed up. 

"Jack, Jack, the Lord be a-come!" shouted the 
wife in triumph. "The Lord be a-come! I be 
ready; I be.ready. My blessed Jesus have washed 
away all pay sins, I be ready; blessed Jesus, come." 

But it was far different with the husband. There 
he lay with his head covered up, and crying, 
" l ight a candle; fetch the Bible!" and springing 
up in bed, with trembling fingers he sought in vain 
for the word he wanted to find. Again the thunder 
rolled through the heavens* " 0 Lord, have mercy! 
0 Lord, have mercy on me! Bo 'ee wait, Lord, a 
bit till I be saved. 0 Lord, don't come; I shall be 
lost!" And sobs and tears choked his utterance; 
while the wife cried, " Get on thy knees, get on 
thy knees, man." 

As the storm passed off, and quiet took the place 
of the crash of the elements, the wife said, " Jack, 
don't thee never get caught like this again;" and 
then upon their knees did they both plead for a 
present pardon, and not in vain; for both are now 
waiting without fear or torment the coming of the 
Lord. 

The above scene is described in their own words, 
On asking the man what had removed his dread, he 
said, " I knew if the Lord had come that night I 
must have been lost, for I had not received Christ as 
my Saviour; but I have now received Him. I 
didn't thinjt anybody could ever tell or make sure 
they be saved, because I thought it depended upon 
a man's good behaviour; but I found it was a gift 
only to be took, so I took it; and wasn't I glad 
when He took that great pile of sin from off me, 
and made me happy. Yes, I be as happy as a 
bird; now I can sing for joy!" 

"And there shall be earthquakes in divers places? 
(Matt xxiv. 7.) 

At Bcio, in Turkey; at Agram, in Austria; at 
Ischia, in Italy, there have very recently occurred 
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fearful earthquakes. In a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, the earth trembled, yea, opened; the 
towns were swallowed up; thousands in an instant 
of time were buried alive in the ruins. The shocks 
may still be heard. The shrieks of the bereaved 
still re-echo in the deserted villages. Where next? 
Alas! who can tell? 

" And when these things begin to come to pass, 
then look up, and lift up your heads; for your re
demption draweth nigh/1 (Luke xxi 28.) 

Yes, our redemption, for which we wait; we "who 
have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to 
wit, the redemption of our body." (Bom. viii. 23.) 

But what of the unsaved f To them instead of 
redemption it will be " everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His 
power/' (2 Thess. i 9.) 

Are you ready 1 
" Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye 

think not the Son of man cometh." (Matt xxiv. 
44.) 

How am I to be ready f By accepting Christ 
"As many as received Him, to them gave He power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on His name." (John i. 12.) 

Oh, my reader, these are solemn verities. It 
behoves you to decide, and that quickly, so that you 
may be ready, and be able to say, " Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus." (Bev. xxii. 20.) 

THIS BLE88BD HOPB, THE SPBHTG OF HOLDTBSS. 

There is much attention given, and properly 
given, to holiness, consecration to God, and a con
sistent walk. We have full sympathy with all 
scriptural exhortations to holiness. We believe 
that one of the strongest incentives to holiness is 
the hope of the coming of our Lord. " He that 
hath thi* hop* in Chriet purijkth himself, even a* He 
i$ pure" 

Seeing that the blessed Lord may come any day, 
or hour, or moment, "what manner of persons 
ought we to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 
looking for and hasting on the coming of the day 
of God?" 

If we are waiting the return of our Lord, surely 
we shall have our loins girded—girded with sound 
truth, oil in our vessels, with our lamps, the unction 
of the Holy Spirit 

Rejoice, believer, for He is coming. 
Any moment the Lord Jesus Christ may return. 
Our ears may hear the shout, the voice of the 

archangel, the trump of God. Our Lord, my Lord, 
is coming. We know not the day, nor the hour, but 
it may be to-day, this hour " Even so, come. Lord 
Jesus, come quickly." 

We shall see Him, we shall behold Jesus. The 
man Christ Jesus, with arms outstretched in blessing, 
with the marks of the nails and spear, bnt glorified. 
At the same time we shall witness the resurrection 
of all the " dead in Christ91 ALL who have ever 
fallen asleep in Jesus shall awake and arise from 
among the dead. There will be the dear little ones, 
the humble disciples, the eminent saints. The wicked 
dead will not rise, they will remain in their graves. 

Then seeing Him we shall be transformed, all 
the living saints and the raised saints be changed; 
these bodies of humiliation will disappear, or be 
changed into bodies of glory, bodies like His, such 
as He appeared in after His resurrection, bodies like 
Moses and Elias on the transfiguration mount 
With the body of humiliation will be cast off for 
ever the flesh, the body of sin and death, the old 
Adam nature; and we shall be like Him in appear-
$pce, glorified physically; but, oh, greater joy still! 
we shall be like Him morally—no more sin, no more 
the slightest taint of evil Oh, that will be glory! 

Then we shall, along with our dear fellow-believers 
who have been raised, a glorious company whom no 
man can number, arrayed in white robes, washed in 
the blood of the Lamb,—" Then we shall be caught 
up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord." 

Be comforted, believer, He is coming. Rejoice in 
the Lord, again I say, "Rejoice, for your joy is 
unspeakable, and full of glory." 

It is often most erroneously imputed to those who 
look for the second advent of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that the hope is visionary and unpractical; while, 
on the contrary, we maintain that waiting for the 
Son from heaven is the true attitude of every 
believer, and exercises on them the most powerful 
influence. 

In fact, the hope is generally connected in Scripture 
with exhortations to practical duty. AIL Christian 
graces are developed and strengthened by the glorious 
hope. 

In Romans xiii. 11 we are reminded that now it 
is high time to awake out of sleep; for " now is our 
salvation (that is, our full salvation, the redemption 
of the body) nearer than when we believed * (that is, 
when we were born again). " The night is far spent 
(that is, the night of this age as dispensation), THE 
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DAT (that is, the day of His coming) is at hand." 
What then, are we to be careless, or dreamy, or 
sitting with folded hands, or eyes gazing into vacancy 
looking for the Lord ? Nay, Paul goes on to exhort, 
" Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, 
and let us put on the armour of light" 

The Lord is coming, the day is nearer, " Walk 
honestly as in the day; put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ" 

In 1 Corinthians i. 7 believers are described as 
"waiting for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may 
be Homeless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ'1 

This blessed hope should permeate every thought 
of the heart, every word of the lip, every act of the 
life. We should be confident that he who hath 
begun a good work in us will complete it until the 
day of Christ Our moderation should be known to 
•H, for " the Lord is at hand.1' 

The Lord will establish our hearts unblamable 
in holiness before God, even our Father, at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints, 
ttd flie very God of peace will sanctify us wholly, 
ttd our whole spirit and soul and body shall be 
preserved blameless unto the coining of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; for faithful is He who calleth us, who 
also will do i t We may well be patient unto the 
coming of the Lord, and as " the end of all things 
is at hand, be sober and watch unto prayer." 

Bejoioe then, believer, while you " look for that 
blessed hope, and the appearing of the glory of the 
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ.1' 

BBSS she 

THE JOURNEY TO THE GRAVE. 
ECGLBS. ix. 10. 

THING can be more certain than the fact 
that if the Lord delays His coming we 
shall die. Sometimes we are reminded 

very forcibly of this. And the passing away from 
earth of a person of distinguished talents and 
honours, such as the late Earl of Beaconsfield, tends 
to call forth solemn reflection on the subject Round 
the world the wires have conveyed the intelligence 
of his death, and politicians of every shade of 
opinion have expressed regret. But who of us have 
thought of the unknown future into which his 
spirit has entered for eternity? As all have eagerly 
listened to the account of his last moments, who 
has remembered that our brief sojourn here is but 
the passage to a life beyond, that can know no 

change and no ending? Surely these are thoughts 
that claim our attention; for, as the hymn says— 

" Death comes down with reckless footsteps 
To the hall and hut; 

Think you death will tarry knocking 
When the door is shut P 

Jesus waiteth, waiteth, waiteth, 
But the door is fast; 

Grieved, away the Saviour goeth 
Death breaks in at last/9 

The rich and poor, the learned and ignorant, alike 
are taken away by the same ruthless hand* Let us 
remember the words of the wise man, that " there is 
no work in the grava" He had toiled and laboured 
to get—"I made me great works; I builded me 
houses; I planted me vineyards; I gathered me 
also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of 
kings and of the provinces;" and yet he hated life, 
because the work that is done under the sun is 
grievous; and he hated all his labour, because he 
should leave it unto the man that should come after him. 
This then was the verdict of Israel's greatest king, 
" Behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit." But 
what of the life beyond ? Ah, this is the time to 
think where we are going, and what eternity will 
reveal to us; for as there is no work, so also there is 
no wisdom or knowledge in the grave! If we would 
be wise for eternity, it must be now. 

Let us mark also that the journey to the grave is 
often quickly taken. Sometimes in the midst of the 
gay world, its business or its pleasures, the inevit
able call comes. Not long since a steamboat full of 
pleasure-seekers, with about seven hundred on board, 
were launched into eternity—the Princess Alice 
went down, and all these found quickly a watery 
grave. But the journey to the grave is also general. 
The coroneted earl, the forgotten pauper, alike must 
yield to the one great enemy. It is also certain— 
" Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return/9 

Are you near it ? You may be, and then the sad, 
sad afterwards; for " after death the judgment." 
Are you prepared ? You are hastening on. Whether 
you will or not, every passing moment brings you 
nearer to the time when you shall stand in the 
presence of God. You shall then be weighed in the 
divine balances, and how will it be if you shall be 
found wanting? Now God is ready to bestow on 
you freely the robe of righteousness, the ring of 
love, and the joy of a full salvation in your heart 
But if you are wanting then in this blessed forgive
ness, what will you do ? Will the anguish of the 
outer darkness be too great a punishment for you 
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who have had such precious opportunities of being 
saved? What more could the Lord have done? 
Has He not met the question of sin in His own 
body, and put it for ever out of sight? 

Ah, dear reader, the hour is coming in which all 
that are in the graves shall hear His voice! With 
what joy shall we who know Him hear His call, and 
catch the first sight of the blessed face once so 
marred for us! The living and sleeping saints shall 
be caught up in their glorified bodies to meet Him, 
" and so shall we ever be with the Lord/1 But how 
will those who rejected and despised His grace meet 
Him when He comes to reign and judge ? A dear 
saint of Ood wrote on a piece of paper, as her eyes 
became dim in death, the words, " Hinder me not!" 
and sent it to friends who were praying for her 
recovery. She longed to be gone, and to be present 
with the Lord. He had won her heart, and now no 
joy could equal the joy of seeing Him. 

Dear reader, would this dying be a joy to you ? 
Perhaps your temporal business is settled, and the 
matten concerning every other interest carefully 
looked after, but what of the eternal interests of the 
soul? Is this forgotten, or left to chance and the 
awful folly of doing the best you can at the last 
moment? Ah, stop and think before it is too late! 
wm you refuse the gift? Will you despise the 
ransom ? Will you reject the love ? There is but 
one way to die in peace, nay, to die rejoicing, and 
that is to know we are washed in the blood of the 
Lamb, ready to meet God without fear as our Father 
in Christ Jesus, Let us remember He overcame 
death. When Peter and John went to the sepulchre 
they found it empty. Therefore He is the resur
rection and the life. 

Dear reader, if you have not yet found this precious 
Saviour, let the gracious offer of full pardon and 
perfect deliverance speak now to you, and cause you 
to yield yourself to Him for life and glory. Then 
the journey to the grave, if you should take it, will 
be only a door to the eternal joys beyond. Grasp 
the mighty arm of love, and let that arm grasp you. 
Bend to the 

"Not hard conditions, 
'Tis only look and live/* 

Let the glory He is preparing for those who love 
Him win you, and then no terrors of the grave or 
death can fright you from the peerless reward He 
has promised. Oh, what rest to be 

" Purchased and saved by love divine, 
With full consent Thine, Thine, to be, 
And own Thy sovereign right to me/9 

Bear reader, this is the day of (tod's invitation. 
Will you hear His voice now, and let the matter 
once and for ever be settled, for Jesus Christ's sake ? 
Amen. 

" Come, behold a great expedient, 
God revealed m flesh appears; 

God Himself becomes obedient, 
And the curse for sinners bean: 

'Tis a groat, a glorious plan, 
Wounding sin, yet sparing man. 

" Oh, the wisdom of contrivance! 
Oh- the grace that shines therein! 

God forgives without connivance, 
He forgives, yet spares not sin: 

Justice sees the victim bleed, 
Nothing more can justice need." 

H. It. FBAKCIS. 

"BUT MAY I TAKE IT THAT WAY?" 

|NE Sunday afternoon I was sent for to see 
a woman who was lying very ilL After a 
few words as to her sickness the following 

conversation took place: 
" Well, dear friend, are you saved I11 

" That is what I want to know. I do not feel 
certain." 

" What is the hindrance ? Is it that you cannot 
believe ?" 

" Oh, no! I do believe fully.'9 

" That is, you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour?'9 

"Yes!" 
" That He died for you, a poor sinner, and paid 

the penalty of your sins? " 
"Yes!" 
" Now can you say from the heart those words of 

the apostle Paul, when speaking of Christ, 'He 
loved me, and gave Himself for me V" 

"Yes, lean!" 
"Now listen to what the word of Ood aays;" and 

turning to John iii. 36, I read, ' Ha that believeth 
on the Son •—" you say you do that ? n 

"Yes, most truly!" 
"Well, 'He that believeth on the Son hath 

everlasting life;' so you have everlasting life, have 
you not ? " 

"But may I take it that way?" 
" That is the way I have taken it* send I am 

saved. I just took God at His word, and believed the 
record He has given of His Son." 

A further visit during the week convinced me that 
on the Sunday afternoon that dear woman found peace 
and joy through believing in the Lard Jesus Christ. 

My experience leads me to thank then at* many 

Digitized by Google 



Jum i, 1881.] THE GOSPEL WATCHMAN. 61 

dear souls in just a similar condition to the one I 
have mentioned; that is, most sincere, earnest people, 
who have by the power of the Holy Spirit through 
the word of God been brought to see themselves as 
poor, lost, hell-deserving, needy sinners; and also 
led to look upon the Lord Jesus as the Saviour of 
God's providing, and to believe in Him as such, and 
yet not have that blessed assurance of salvation 
which God's word warrants. 

My dear reader, are you at all in this condition ? 
If 60, nothing but the clear statements of the Holy 
Spirit in the word of God can help you. You 
must not look within; for there you will only find 
that which will make you mourn—a "heart 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked," 
sad which will never know change. 

Neither must you trust to your feelings; for, as 
Mr. Moody well said, "they are like the strings 
of a violin, and the devil is an accomplished artist; 
he can play any tune that may suit" Feelings 
ne changing emotions not to be relied upon for one 
notttot. 

Kor most you look for help from what people 
may say. You may go to six different parsons, and 
my kindly and lovingly they may give you six 
different remedies, each at variance with the other. 
No, my dear reader, open God's book, and you will 
see therein a blessed antidote for thy need. 

Now look for a while at the case of the Philippian 
jailor, as recorded in Acts xvi. Here was this man 
deeply convicted of his state and position as before 
God; the very question that he puts to the apostles 
shows this; for no man would ask, " What must I 
do to be saved?9' unless beforehand he knew himself 
to be lost. That knowledge must of necessity be 
the ground, the very foundation, of his enquiry. 
Still, what I wish you most to notice is the answer 
that God gives him through His servants, "Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ." How simple! you 
say. Yes; wonderfully so! seeing the tremendous 
issues that are involved in i t But this believing, 
what does it mean ? Why, something more than 
mere assenting to what is written about Christ. 
Let me illustrate what I mean. Suppose I am very 
thirsty; I have water offered me to quench that 
thirst, I take the vessel in my hand, i.e. I give my 
assent to the fact that it is what I need; but that 
is not sufficient, I must make that water a part of 
myself before I get any benefit from it; I must put 
the vessel to my lips, and receive the contents into 
mysell The Bible is the vessel, that which it con

tains is Christ; so believing in Christ is, in other 
words, receiving Him into myself. (John i 12.) 
This then is what the awakened sinner has to do, 
and God in His wondrous grace does all the rest. 
Yes; for look at the passage again: " Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." And 
why is there this certainty? What foundation is 
there for it? The cross of Christ, friend. That 
mighty work of the blessed Son of God, in His 
death and blood-shedding, has for ever fully atoned 
to God for the sins of all who believe in Him. 
He has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust; 
and that " once " suffering being sufficient, God has 
now exalted Him a "Prince" and a " Saviour," in 
virtue of the work of redemption being accomplished. 
So, you see, God being satisfied, all the sinner has 
to do is to rest satisfied also in Him in whom God 
is resting, even Jesus! and His blessed word of 
assurance comes: "He that believeth on the Son 
1 hath9 everlasting life." 

One word more. I must remind any careless or 
self-righteous reader of the other side of the question. 
We have been talking of receiving Christ, and the 
rich and abundant blessings accruing to the receiver 
by it. But what about the rejecter? for be sure, 
dear friend, you must come under the one or the 
other; you have either received Christ, or you are 
still rejecting him. You must be either a believer 
or an unbeliever, there is no middle or third condi
tion. And as the word of God is very plain and 
unmistakeable as to the position of the believer, so it 
is also as to the unbeliever; for read to the end of 
that verse we looked at in the gospel of John (chap. 
iii.): " He that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him." These 
are weighty words. May the solemn truthscontained 
therein burn into thy conscience and awaken that 
same longing desire which the jailor expressed in the 
words before quoted—"What must I do to be 
saved?" 

Believe, you say, and all is done, 
And I am saved, and glory won. 
Oh! are you sure P It seems to me 
Too simple and too good to he. 
Dear friend, 'tis all that God requires; 
Although the natural heart desires 
To do some great or wondrous thing, 
Pardon and peace and life to win. 

' But Christ Himself the work has done; 
On Calvary's eross He paid the sum 
Of our redemption price in blood, 
Which was accepted by our God. 
So to the sinner who receives 
The word, and on the Son believes, 
Pardon and peace and life is Riven, 
And endless joys with Christ in heaven. 

G. 8. J. 
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BEAUTIFUL I N DEATH, 

|HOXJGH over thirty years ago, I remember 
the circumstances as vividly as if it had 
only happened yesterday, I was a boy at 

school One day, between the morning and after
noon lessons, some of UB were playing at "touch," 
others at "coach and horses/9 in the playground, 
In it was an elder-tree, which, of course, we were 
forbidden to climb; but its strong and widely-
extending branches, its thick and easy trunk for 
climbing, made the temptation too great to resist, 
and naturally and boy-like the forbidden tree was 
frequently used when we required its services, 
especially when any one of us wished to display 
any act of valour or conquest in our games, 

Poor Charlie had mounted the tree, and was 
perched on the middle of one of its branches over
hanging the playground, laughing defiantly at the 
boy who was determined to spring upon and touch 
him the first opportunity that afforded itself; and 
just as he saw the boyB who were playing at" horses " 
about to pass under the tree, he gave a spring up 
and on to the bough where poor Charlie was, who 
in a moment dropped from the bough, intending to 
alight all right on the ground, but not noticing the 
boys at the time galloping under him, his legs caught 
one of the boys' shoulders, and he was precipitated 
head-foremost on to the ground. We lifted him up, 
and carried him into the schoolroom, and laid him 
on a couple of forms. After a while he seemed to 
recover from the shock of the fall, and walked 
nearly two miles home in the afternoon. On the 
following morning, calling at his house, thinking he 
was all right and ready for sohool, we saw the 
blinds drawn down, and the poor, sorrowing, broken
hearted mother met us at the door to tell us poor 
Charlie was dead. He had broken a blood-vessel, 
and had died during the night We were asked 
upstairs, and there upon his bed we saw him who 
had only the day before been full of life, health, 
and fun, lying a cold, lifeless corpse. As I gazed 
upon him, my eyes filling with tears of sorrow, 
which went silently coursing down my boyish cheeks, 
I remember thinking to myself, as I saw his lovely, 
angelic face, " Why, poor Charlie looks more beau
tiful in death than he did in life/1 And oh, I have 
thought many a time since, how poor Charlie, as he 
lay wrapped in his death-shroud, beautiful to look 
upon, but "beautiful in death," was but a faint 
picture of many, in these days of so much hollow 

profession, whose lives you cannot but admire, whose 
characters seem all that one could wish 1 Strict in 
all their religious performances and duties, generous, 
kind-hearted, amiable, loving and lovable, you can
not but appreciate the high tone of their moral 
character; and yet you know there is no spiritual 
life in their souls. They are beautiful, but beautiful 
in death. Some, alas! are so-called ministers of 
Christ; others elders in kirks; others members of 
churches and chapels, communicants at the Lord's 
Supper, Sunday-school teachers, district visitors, 
tract distributors, yet, alas! dead to God, dead to 
Christ, epirituaUy dead, dead in trespasses and sins. 
Beautiful, but, alas! alas! beautiful in death. How 
solemn! how painfully, lamentably solemn! 

Beloved reader, is this your condition morally ? 
You may not be openly depraved or immoral, yet if 
you have not come to Christ as a lost, guilty sinner, 
and got life, eternal life in Him, with all your 
morality, religiousness, and respectability, you are 
dead in your sins—a Godless, Christless, lifeless 
soul. The young girl whose death is recorded in 
Mark v. was as dead as the young man who was 
being carried to the grave (Luke viL 11, 15), or as 
Lazarus, who had been buried four days. (John ii.) 
And these three are just typical of the sinner dead 
in sins in three different stages, but the whole three 
were dead. Now, it was Christ alene who could 
give life to the young woman, the young man, or 
Lazarus. Christ and Christ only is the One who 
gives life to the sinner dead in his or her sins. 
Christ is the Life, and God givee eternal life, and 
that life is in His Son. " He that hath the Son 
hath life.91 Mark, "hath life.9' The three whom 
Christ raised from death to life knew when they 
lived; and sinners who have been raised from death 
to life spiritually, know they live. God says, "I 
write unto you that believe, that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life." Not "hope,99 but "bum." 
"He that heareth my word, and believeth on Him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but i$ paeeed from death 
unto life." (John v. 24.) 

11 There is life for a look at the Crucified One, 
There is life at this moment for thee; 

Then look, sinner, look unto Him and be saved— 
And know thyself spotless as He." 

S. BLOW. 
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"I HAVE CHRIST! WHAT WANT I MORE?" 

" Thanka be unto God for His unspeakable gift" 

|N the heart of London city, 
'Mid the dwellings of the poor, 

'These bright, golden words were uttered, 
441 have Christ! what want I morePM 

By a lonely, dying woman, 
Stretched upon a garret floor, 

Haying not one earthly comfort— 
" I have Christ! what want T moreP" 

He who heard them ran to fetch her 
Something from the world's great store. 

It was needless; died she, saying, 
" I have Christ! what want I more P" 

But her words will live for ever, 
I repeat them o'er and o'er; 

God delights to hear me saying, 
" I have Christ! what want 1 more P" 

Oh, my dear, my fellow-sinners, 
High and low, and rich and poor, 

Can you say, with deep thanksgiving, 
u I have Christ! what want I more ?" 

Look away from earth's attractions, 
All earth's joys will soon be o'er; 

Beat not tillvour heart exclaimeth, 
441 have Christ! what want I more ?" 

STILL! STILL! STILL! 

YOUNG man living in the south of London 
was for some time deeply concerned about 
his soul, yet he made up his mind to count 

well the coat ere he decided for Christ There 
seemed to be a conflict going on in his soul; for 
while the Holy Spirit was pressing home conviction, 
the devil was bringing before his view all that he 
would have to " give up." There were his com
panions in sin, they would be sure to laugh at him, 
sod those of them he liked best would be sure to 
hare nothing to do with him after he turned 
into a saint; and there was the world with all its 
attractions, so loved and sought after by many 
young men; he would have to give up everything, 
sod perhaps, he thought, get nothing after all that 
he lost. However, he could not stifle his convictions, 
so he determined to turn a bit religious, by being 
more regular at the house of God, and paying more 
attention to his private devotions, at the same time 
leaving off many of the ways he believed to be 
contrary to a religious life; but it did not last long; 
far after a little while he sadly experienced the 
foQy of a form of godliness where the power is 
denied. 

He then determined to have nothing more to do 
with religion- He had tried it (without Christ), 

and proved it a miserable failure. So he said, " I 
will have the world while I can, and I have resolved 
to chance the rest9' 

It was the Holy Spirit that had convicted him of 
sin, and the same Spirit would not rest until he 
was truly converted to God A friend said to him 
one Sunday evening, "I am going to hear Mr. H . 
He is to preach at B to-night, and if you come, 
it will be nice to walk home together/9 He knew 
Mr. H as an attractive speaker, and so he con
sented to go. He went, and the preacher spoke for 
a good while upon the sin of neglecting salvation, 
and the awful eternity awaiting the lost, who will 
for ever be without hope; and while closing, he 
said, " How solemn the thought of being a thou
sand years in hell, yet stilly and after another 
thousand, still/ 'He that is unjust, let him be 
unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be 
filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy 
stiWn (Bev. xxii. 11.) 

He listened with interest during the first part of 
the address; but when the terrors of hell were 
pictured, and the never-ending agonies of the lost 
spoken upon, his stubborn will would not bend to 
listen to such rubbish as he thought it, and as soon 
as the meeting closed he left in a very angry passion. 

He was secretly hoping he should not see the one 
who invited him to come; but he found he could 
not avoid it, so he determined not to answer any 
more questions than he was obliged. " How did 
you like Mr. H fs address?9' asked his friend, 
as soon as they left the meeting. 

Now how to answer that question he did not 
know; for if he had said what had passed through 
his mind during the preaching, he would have had 
to confess that he had thought all manner of evil 
against him. He could not say that, and to make 
no reply would be uncourteous; so he said, " Oh, 
Mr. H ! yee> he was very good. I have heard 
him preach better.99 

" You really think he was good; and therefore 
you mean to say what he said was true t" 

"I should not think he would say what was 
untrue.99 

" But do you really believe what he said was the 
truth of God?91 

" I confess, I wish I did not.19 

"Why?99 asked his friend. 
" Because the terrors of hell must be awful." 
"But," aaid his friend, "if you disbelieved a 
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fact that happened yesterday, would it make it any 
the lees a fact because you choose to disbelieve i t?" 

" No; certainly not." 
"Well then, you see what God says is true, 

whether you believe it or not; and if you disbelieve 
God's wordy it is still the same word, and heaven 
must pass away ere His word fails.'1 

" But am I bound to go to hell, whether I like 
to or not?" 

"No; God says, 'All have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God/ (Bom. iiL 28.) For by 
one man sin entered, and death, the wages of sin, 
passed upon all men. We could not help ourselves; 
but when we were without strength Christ died for 
the ungodly. 

" * The just for the unjust 
Has died on the tree.1 

And now ' whosoever believeth in Him shall not 
perish, but have everlasting life." 

Now I would ask you, before I leave you, "Do 
you believe ? " 

" Of course I do," he replied; " I am not an in
fidel." 

" I know you believe about a God; but that is a 
different thing to believing IN Christ for salvation.91 

Here the conversation ended, and the young man 
retired to his room, resolved not to sleep until he 
could say he was saved by believing. He knelt 
down, but he could not pray. Regularly had he 
said his prayers, but now words could not express 
the desire of his heart; but there was One who 
needed not words, and instead of prayer He put a 
song of praise into his mouth, for He revealed 
Himself to the drooping soul, so that he could sing: 

" Happy day! happy day! 
When Jesus, MY Saviour, my sins washed away.'* 

"How easy!" he exclaimed, jumping up from 
his knees; " why, I have not got to pray, but just 
to believe/' 

Thus it was he passed from death to life. He 
believed the record that God has given of His Son, 
and so he obtained "joy and peace in believing." 

Dear reader, are you trying to lead a religious 
life apart from Christ ? If you are trusting in your 
prayers, or your church going, or forms of any kind, 
instead of trusting in the blood of Jesus, you will 
certainly find out sooner or later that it is a miser
able failure, and nothing short of the blood can 
satisfy the claims of a holy God, or make a founda
tion on which a sinner can stand. Bo not be satisfied 
with believing about God, or about Christ. Hundreds 

believe there is a God, and even devils believe and 
tremble; the lost in hell believed the Son of God 
died; but that is a different thing from believing 
IN Him as Just and yet the Justifier of the ungodly, 
and trusting in Him for salvation. 

Come then and take your place as a lost sinner. 
Confess to Him that you deserve to be for ever shut 
out from His presence, and then remind Him of Hia 
own gracious promise—" Him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out91 (John vL 37.) He will 
receive and pardon you; for He delights in mercy, 
and " He will joy over thee with singing.9' (Zeph. 
iii. 17.) 

" "lis His great delight to bless you; 
Oh, how He loves!" 

Put everything aside until the all-important 
matter is decided, and ask yourself whether you 
will be among the "righteous still" or among the 
"filthy still." F.H. 

NOTHING TO PAY. 

A *ACT. 

evangelist was once travelling in Scotland, 
and as the train in which he was going 
was about to start, two women got into the 

same compartment in which he happened to be. 
They had baskets of apples and other things with 
them, to sell which they were going to a town at 
some distance, for by this means they earned a living 
for themselves and their families. Presently our 
friend overheard one suggest to the other that she 
should get under the seat and conceal herself, as the 
guard was coming round to examine the passengers' 
tickets previous to starting. This she did. The 
guard opened the door and examined all the tioketo, 
and the woman escaped observation, her companion 
having thrown a shawl over her as she lay under 
the seat. 

The evangelist then made enquiry as to the reason 
for this concealment, and learned that these poor 
women expected to have gone by an earlier and 
oheaper train, but had missed it, and that the ad
ditional expense of going by this one was more than 
their means would admit of, so that they could get 
only one ticket instead of two; moreover, it was 
necessary they should get to the town to which they 
were going, in order to sell their goods, and so obtain 
the means for procuring food for their families. 

It then suggested itself to our friend that this was 
a good opportunity for impressing a vital troth both 
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on the poor woman herself and those present; so he 
said, that although she had escaped now from the 
guard, as to her ticket, yet a day was coming when 
God would sorely come in judgment, and then it 
would not be possible for her to escape the conse
quences of sin, as "all things are naked and open 
unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do." 
<Heb. iv. 13.) 

This remark seemed to impress all present, and 
the woman herself most of all, as she burst into 
tears, and again stated how her circumstances forced 
her to act as she had done* After some further con-
venation, our friend asked her if he might pay 
the fare for her, and so when they came to the end 
of their journey there should be no difficulty about 
her ticket She thanked him, but still did not 
seem as if she could bring herself to believe that 
a stranger would do this for her; in fact she had no 
faith in the offer. 

As die drew near the end of the journey, and the 
train topped at the place where the tickets were to 
be taken, fear again took possession of her; she 
heard the guard shutting the doors of the carriages 
one after another, each one nearer than the last, and 
W alarm increased, as she saw not how she oould 
escape detection; she was about again to conceal 
herself under the seat, but our friend said, 

"Did I not say I would pay for your ticket? 
Cenyt you trust me fff 

With much trembling she remained still, not ven
turing to say a word; in fact not having a word to 
say, and just waited sitting in her Beat till she 
should see how things turned out 

The guard opened the door, took all the tickets 
one after another, and when he came to her our 
friend said, 

"Here is money, I will pay for this woman,11 

The guard took the money and left, closing the door, 
and now the poor creature breathed freely, she saw 
that what had been promised woe done, that there 
could be no claim against her, and that all she had 
to do was to take her basket and go where Bhe 
pleased, Her joy was intense, she thanked our 
friend over and over again, asked his wife, who was 
with him, to take as much of her fruit as she pleased, 
nay, insisted that she should take some, and pressed 
them upon her; her gratitude knew no bounds; 
how —hfrinftfl she must hare felt at having doubted 
the kind offer, and no doubt till this day she has a 
grateful remembrance of one who proved himself a 
friend at such a time. 

Such is faith. Reader, if you are one who has 
already u passed from death unto life/9 you know 
what it is to trust your Father's promises, to " sit 
still" while the Lord ''fights the battle" for you, 
to cast yourself upon Him and say, " I have no 
strength," but " mine eyes are on thee." If you do, 
happy are you, yea, thrice happy! you "know 
whom you have believed,'9 and that " He is able to 
keep that you have committed unto Him." (2 Tim. 
i. 12.) You can see also how this woman's works 
proceeded from a grateful heart; all the gifts she 
could bestow oould not pay her fere, or settle the 
matter with the guard of the train, but that having 
been done by another, she showed her gratitude to 
the person who proved her friend in time of need by 
every means in her power. Such are the only 
works acceptable to God, those which spring from a 
heart sensible of what God has done for it, in the 
person of His Son when He laid down His life for 
sinners. 

But, dear unconverted reader, you who have as 
yet seen no beauty in Christ, you who have not as 
yet seen your lost condition in the sight of a holy 
God, who cannot pass over sin; you who, if God 
should come in judgment, would be struck dumb 
with the consciousness that you deserved nothing 
but hell, how would it be with you if the Lord 
should suddenly call you into judgment ? It would 
be a much more serious thing than it was for that 
poor woman, who had no ticket when the guard of 
the train demanded i t You would be speechless. 
What could you say ? That Holy Eye would read 
every thought of your guilty heart, you could con
ceal nothing from it, you would stand condemned; 
the word "DEPART" would surety be pronounced, 
and your portion would be with all those who reject 
God's free offer of salvation. 

But I do not wish to look too long at what must 
be, if you still go on rejecting the offer of pardon 
through the blood of Jesus. I would rather point 
you to Oms who has paid the debt due by you, who 
has " borne your sins in His own body on the tree " 
(1 Peter ii. 24), who has jutty satisfied God's just 
demands against you a sinner, and who says in His 
word, " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shall be saved." (Acts xvi 31.) You have nothing 

| to bring in order to recommend you to Him, you 
have only to " stand still and see the salvation of 
God99 (Ex. xiv. IS), only to trust Hoc You see if 
this woman had trusted our friend at the beginning, 
she might have been happy all through the journey; 
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but the fact was, she had no faith or trust in him, 
hence all her trouble. And so it is with many. 
They will not trust God; they will not believe what 
He so plainly tells them, that the Lord Jesus Christ 
hoe suffered in their stead, and that they can have 
eternal life NOW if they only believe. Is not this 
dishonouring to God? Must not such conduct 
grieve one who has so loved them as to give His 
only-begotten Son to die for them? And yet this 
is what people are doing every day. Dear friend, 
it is out of love to your soul, and a desire to pro
claim what God has done for poor, lost sinners, that 
I address myself so plainly to you. Accept A FREE 
GIFT. " The gift of God w eternal life/1 (Bom. vi. 
28.) You have nothing to do but take it; then 
TAKE eternal life—is it not worth the taking ?—and 
you shall have happiness now as well as through 
eternity. " Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters, and he that huth no money; come 
ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price." (Isaiah lv. 1.) 

P. S, 

WHAT IS IT "TO BELIEVE?" 

E are in these days of gospel preaching 
continually being told that all we have to 
do to inherit eternal life is "to believe." 

Under a deep conviction that thousands of anxious 
souls are in darkness and doubt through not having 
a correct knowledge of what is meant by believing, 
we pen these few thoughts, trusting that the Holy 
Spirit may bring a knowledge of the truth into 
some hearts thereby. The first thing we will 
consider is, Who are told to believe ? If we carry 
our thoughts back to the cases recorded in the word 
of God, we shall find that wherever the command 
was given to believe, there was a felt need. How 
is it that we have so few anxious inquirers in our 
congregations? How seldom are our hearts glad
dened by the cry, " What must I do to be saved ?" 
The cause is simply this. Many go to their places 
of worship from week to week, it may be they hear 
the gospel faithfully preached, and yet they never 
feel their need of a Saviour, and consequently have 
no anxiety whatever as to their future state. These 
do not trouble themselves as to what is meant by 
believing, and unless God in His great mercy is 
pleased to awake them out of their sleep, they will 
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eternally perish. The one who anxiously wants to 
know what it is to believe is he who by the Spirit | 
of God has been brought to see himself in his help- | 
less, lost, and ruined condition, and has been led to | 
cry out, in the agony of his soul, " God be merciful i 
to me a sinner." If this paper should fall into the j 
hands of such an one, let him now thank God who 
by His infinite mercy has led him thus far, let him j 
rest assured that the worldling has not such fears j 
as these. God has begun a good work in him which ; 
He will undoubtedly finish. i 

To these sensible sinners I would then address a j 
few words, trusting that God may bless them to 
their precious souls. What is it then that conscious 
sinners must believe in order to enjoy peace in their 
souls? It is not a dry historical fact merely. 
There are few but what believe that Christ came 
down from the glory, that He lived for thirty-three 
years on this earth, that He was then crucified for 
sinners, and was raised again from the dead, and 
now sitteth on the throne of God in heaven. I 
repeat, there are few but what believe all this; yet 
the mere belief in it as a fact in history will no 
more save their souls than believing any other 
circumstance which may have occurred in the ages 
past. " These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God, that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life." (1 John v. 13.) 
There is a vast difference, my friend, in believing on 
Christ and believing about Christ. We may illus- | 
trate it thus. You see some men, we will suppose, i 
sinking a shaft; they have a box, in which they | 
raise and lower themselves by means of a rope. | 
You see the rope, it is a thick, strong one, and the 
men tell you that it is of such great strength that 
it is impossible for it to break, and that they trust 
their own lives to it with the greatest confidence. 
You believe all this, there is no room for doubt at 
all. But this is simply believing about the rope; 
and if you were wanting to get down to the bottom 
of the shaft for some purpose, you might believe all 
this for a long time without getting there. Yon 
must believe on i t You must place yourself in the 
box and be lowered by this rope, your whole weight 
and very life depending upon it, before you could 
see the bottom. 

There is nothing of self in all this, you depend 

Digitized by Google 



Jmi t M8i. ] THE GOSPEL 

entirely upon the rope, and the more faith yon 
have in its strength the more comfortable will 
you fed during the descent It is quite possible 
to go down this deep shaft, trembling and doubting 
your safety all the time, and yet arrive at the 
bottom just as safely as some who feel quite safa 
And so it is in the things of eternity. Many who 
have truly rested on the finished work on the cross, 
go doubting all their days* instead of enjoying that 
peace and joy which is the true portion of the child 
of God. We have given a feeble illustration of 
what is meant by believing on Christ It is no 
mere head-work. We must trust Him with all; 
we must see that we can do nothing ourselves in 
the salvation of the soul; and in this we have cause 
for thankfulness; for, as one has truly said, if our 
salvation depended on the movement of an eyelash, 
we could never be quite certain that the movement 
was mads correctly, and we could consequently never 
be perfectly happy; but since Christ Himself has 
dose all, it must have been perfectly done, and the j 
chaw we see this with the eye of faith, the happier 
we will necessarily be. True, we may have seasons 
of gloom and darkness, but this does not affect our 
peace. We may sometimes be cold and indifferent 
to the things of eternity, but He never changes. 
We can sing— 

" My love is ofttimes low, 
My joy still ebbs and flows; 

But peace with Him remains the same, 
No change Jehovah knows. 

I change, He changes not, 
Our Christ can never die; 

His truth, not mine, the resting-place, 
His love, not mine, the tie." 

Oh, sinner! rest all on Him! He is mighty to 
save. There never was a poor sinner trusted in 
Him yet in vain; no, not one. Every one who 
ever rested upon Him, or now rests on Him for 
salvation, is either now in heaven or on his way 
there. Not one can he lost Oh, it would not be 
a salvation worthy of our God if it were possible 
far a poor sinner who had once trusted in Jesus to I 
fall away 1 In fact, it would not be a gospel at 
*Ui for gospel means "good news;" and how could 
it be good news to tell a guilty sinner, one who | 
felt that he was altogether helpless, that if he 
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rested on the finished work of Christ he would be 
saved, but he must be very careful afterwards, or 
he might land in perdition at last! The true child 
of God at all times finds his greatest joy in walking 
in a manner pleasing to his heavenly Father; but 
this he does, not that he may be saved, but because 
he is saved. 

"THEY CAME TO HIM." 
41 Then drew near unto Him sU the publican* and sinners to to 

hear Him."—I*VK* «•• 1. 

HEY came to Him, these sinners of the street, 
The publicans, all branded with disgrace, 

Game as they were, and at His blessed feet 
Drank in His words, and gazed upon His face. 

They came to Him from all the regions round, 
From for and nigh drew near to His dear aide; 

In crowds they came, for He was much renowned, 
" The Friend of sinners," so the sooffers cried. 

They came to Him, untQ His friends would say, 
44 The Master hath not time to eat His bread;'' 

But He—He would not have them turned away— 
41 Forbid them not to come," He gently said. 

They came to Him, when, in a desert place, 
He sought to be alone in silent prayer; 

And did He drive them back? Behold his grace! 
He taught the following crowds, and fed them there. 

Once, when the loving Saviour sat at meat 
In Simon's house, a woman sought Him there; 

And drawn where He reclined, she washed His feet 
With flowing tears, and wiped them with her hair. 

And then, made sweetly bold by His kind look, 
She dropped a kiss—-she heard the converse cease: 

The guests all wondered; but the Saviour spoke— 
" Thy sins are all forgiven thee, go in peace." 

And was there ever one who came denied, 
And Bent away unanswered t No, not one. 

His heart was free to all, His arms spread wide: 
Of all who sought. His mercy cast out none. 

And, sinner, guilty sinner, know thou this— 
The Saviour thou dost seek is still the same; 

Though raised to heaven, and robed in heavenly bliss, 
" The Burner's Friend " is still His honoured name. 

Come to Him, then, all guilty as thou art, 
Gome in thy rags, thy wretchedness, thy sin: 

Where Jesus dwells no angel cries, " Depart!" 
His door is open, sinner, enter in! 

WILLIAM LUFF. 
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Evangelistic Notes. 

MB. J. DBNHAM SMITH has been preaching at St. George's 

Hall, Regent Street, daring the past month. 

Mr. JOHN HAMBLBTOK has been holding a week's meet
ings at Eveley Iron Room, Liphook. 

Lo&n BADBTOCK is preaching on Sunday evenings at 
St. James's Hall, Regent Street. 

Mr. GHARLBS INOLIS, who has had groat blessing during 

three months' special meetings in Dublin, has during the 
past month been at Nottingham, Walsall, and Swindon. 
He Bails on the 11th of Jane, from Plymouth, in the ss. 
Orient, for Australia, to hold some evangelistic meetings. 

A meeting to commend Mr. Inglis to the Lord will be 
held at Union Hall, Carlisle Street, Edgewaro Road, on 
Thursday, June 2nd, at 7.30. 

Notice. 

NOTICE TO OUR READERS. 

W B again ask our Christian Mends for their practical 
sympathy and help in the circulation of our paper. We 
rejoice to say that year by year our circulation has been 
maintained; but we are still desirous of its extension, 
feeling confident that the Lord will use it to wider use-
fulness. We therefore ask oar readers to aid us in the 
matter of making it known in circles where hitherto it has 
not readied. 

Christians interested in evangelistic work of any kind 
will find our paper a most useful addition to the preached 
Word. It is well adapted for general distribution, or for 
lending from house to house, 
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' WATCH MAW. what of the night; 
The watchman said. The morning 
torocth. and also the sight: if ye 
will enquire, enquire ye: return, 
come." (Istiah ud. it) 

" .SON of man, f h»ve *ct thee » 
wntrhrnan unto the house of l&rat 1; 
therefore thou thalt hew the worti 
at my mouth, and warn them frotn 
inc." f);-*ckiel Kxxiil, 7.) 

nu rt =F= mx 
Loin** : J A X I I B. HAWKIM, 88, Baker fetretft, W.; 

«nd ll,Pat«rivoct«'Squ«ff«, £11 JULY I, 188L 8. W. JUjur^iMJi * Oo.» 9, PaUcaort* B«w. 

NO LADDBR* BUT A NEW BIRTH. 

B T OffBTNE BRABT. 

VIOPJLB talk of a ladder to heaven, It is a 
fate, misleading idea. There is no ladder 
to heaven. Misty divinity has invented 

all sorts of ladders, with rounds of amendments— 
goad works, charities, ceremonieŝ  ordinances, legalr 
ism, ritualism, penances, &c. 

Some good men teach as if faith in Christ placed 
one on the first rung of the ladder, and then we 
were to ascend the rest of the founds and climb to 
Heaven as best we might 

No wonder they consider chronic ups and downs 
the proper Christian course. One step np and two 
steps down is sure to be the.result 

No wonder they can never be sure until they get 
to the top. 

AJ1 these ladders are planted on the earth, but 
name of them reach, Jbmvon, Luther Jrifked the 
mmcta **ti* (the holy sforiwaae) from under hi* 
feet* w^ich he *pf wwpfr climbing to eajn the 
fbqp^enossof his sins. The word, that gave him 
liberty was, " The just shall live by faith;" that is, 
the justified persoii shall have life by his $aith« 

On my -conversion, i» A^gwt, 1861, .after twenty 
prerioua years of ladder-climbing, a day long to be 
remembered, pod revealed His Son in ma Such a 
revulsion tpok place inatapfopoyualy in my eouL 
Fran a foippplpt and legalist, tied and bound with 
the ehfu^ of i my BW, I was laid hold of unto etemaj 
life,»d tfa jpjot the H«4y01^6t pervaded me} 
w&jMn^MA apbe4y y ^ miemilj testify to twenty 

years of uninterrupted peace with God, joy unspeak
able and full of gloiy, blessing without the shadow 
of a doubt of full acceptance, vital union, covenanted 
preservation, power of life, eternal salvation, perfec
tion in Christ, and oh, such a blessed hope that any 
day the dear Lord may come and take up His believ
ing saints to be for ever with Him! 

Away then with the whole notion of steps unto 
heaven. The instant you believe you are "added 
to the Lord/9 you are saved by the precious blood 
of Jesus Christ, God's Son. By an act of sovereign 
grace God unites you to His 8on. Henceforth you 
ore "one with Him." "He that is joined to the 
Lord is one Spirit* No ladder, but a new birth. 
Created a new creature in Christ Jesus, all things 
are from God. Hence follow the fruits of faith, 
the obedience of faith, the glorifying God by a new 
life, all proceeding from, but not acquiring, our 
union to Christ All the fruits, but not the root; 
all the' superstructure, but not the basis. 

Because you "stand in .grace," rejoice in tribula
tions, ftc. 

Because yon are " risen with Christ,1* seek those 
things thai an abow. 

Because you are "complete in Him," lot no man 
defraud you trf your reward in a voluntary .humility, 
*a 

Because you.are chosen, colled, 6 c , walk wtrttyr 
of you* wettim* with »U lowjinote* * c 

Beeaaae yem aurait ffia appwring, purify yourself 
pv^asHeisiprae. 

The jchool of God p ,to train His children, but 
not to manufacture tb^m. 

If you want power of a holy walk worthy of 
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your vocation, don't climb ladders, bnt hold fast 
Ephesian and Colossian troth. Dont be beguiled of 
your reward by a voluntary humility. And oh, as 
you grasp that for which also you are grasped of 
Christ Jesus, you will, as it were naturally, certainly 
spiritually, walk worthy of the gospel, and follow 
the practical exhortation of the latter parts of these 
glorious epistles! 

Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has 
made us free. There are plenty of ladders down 
from your standing in grace. There are sliding, 
slippery ways of unbelief and legalism, which drag 
many down from the standing of their high calling 
in God. " Be stedfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord." 

It is written, " Ye are complete in Him.99 "He 
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." 
" He hath made us meet to be partakers of the in* 
heritance of the saints in light" There are no 
steps here. All is grace, grace, grace upon grace. 

Consider that the salvation of sinners is "to the 
praise of the glory of Hie grace, wherein He hath made 
us accepted in the Beloved.9* " That in the ages to 
come He might'show the exceeding riches of His grace 
in His kindness towards us in Christ Jesus.99 

44 Must we not be 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise P " 

Bo not tarnish that glory. So not frustrate the 
grace of God. Do not forget that you have been 
purged from your old sins. If Christ be in you, 
you are one with Him, " you are as He is in this 
world,'9 and will be like Him morally and physi
cally when redemption is completed. And so as we I 
see the day approaching, we shall not be found in 
mid air hanging to an imaginary ladder, but knowing 
that our meetness for glory is Christ Himself, we 
can look up at all times, and say, " Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus.99 

WHAT IS CHBIST TO YOU? 

HHIS is a very important and searching 
question, an answer to which will go far 
towards deoiding what is ow state before 

God. In times like these we ought to be decided* 
and to know how we stand in reference to eternity. 
We ought not to be satisfied with an uncertain hope 
or an ill-founded confidence. Our calling and 
election should be sure. We should be able to say, 
with the beloved apostle, "We know that we are of 
God;" u we are passed from death unto tiff ;n *now\ 
are we (he sons of Qod* Our standing before God 

depends on our connection with Christ, and the state 
of our heart depends upon our intercourse with 
Christ. Let us, then, briefly look at the question— 

WHAT IS CHBIST TO YOU? If I reply for myself; 
I say, He is the foundation of my hope; for I have 
no hope towards Qod but what is founded on His 
person, sacrifice, and finished work. I hope for 
pardon, because He died for sin; I hope for justifi
cation, because He rose from the dead; I hope for 
eternal life, because He ever liveth to make inter
cession for me. The depravity of my heart, the 
imperfection of all my services, and the unholinew 

I of my life, forbid my hoping for acceptance with 
God, access to God, or the enjoyment of God, upon 

l any other ground. The Lord Jesus Christ, there
fore, is my hope. He is also the object of my faith. 
As I believe in God, I believe also in Him. I believe 
Him to be what His word declares; I believe He has 
done what the gospel proclaims; I believe He will 
give what He has promised to those that seek Him. 
I have no confidence but what is founded in Christ 
Take away Jesus, and I despair; but while He 
occupies His proper place, I can believe that God 
will graciously pardon, fully justify, and faithfully 
keep my soul. My trust is in Him, and in Him alone. 
I rely on His obedience, blood-shedding, and perfect 
work. I depend on His mediation, substitution, and 
atonement, for eternal life; and feel persuaded that 
He will keep that which I have committed unto Him 
against that day. He is the source of my supplies. 
I look to Him for all I need for body and soul, for 
time and for eternity, for temporal and spiritual 
things. I believe that the wealth of God is stored 
up in Him; that every blessing promised is in Him; 
that all the provisions of the everlasting covenant 
are entrusted to Him; that He has heaven and 
earth at His command. I therefore ask of Him, 
look to Him, expect from Him. To Him I confess 
my poverty; with Him I lodge my complaints; to 
Him I present my petitions; from Him I expect 
my supplies. I believe the testimony that it hath 
pleased the Father that in Hhn all fulness should 
dwell. I have had a glimpse of His glory, and 
perceive that He is full of grace and truth. I h*ve 
received with pleasure the information that all thing* 
are delivered unto Him by His Father. I therefore 
repair to Him as the fountain of living waters; 1 
truat in Him as able to supply all my noeds > I 
expect from Him, because He has kindly and fiuth-
ftally promised. He is Oe subject of my meditatio**-
Not a day passes but my thoughts are occupied with 
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Jesus. Forget whom I may, I never forget Him. 
Nothing feeds, nothing refreshes, nothing delights 
my soul Uke rigorous meditations on Jesus. I 
dwell at times on the glories of His person, the 
riches of His grace, the merit of His blood, the 
transcendent glory of His righteousness, the tender
ness of His sympathy, the constancy of His love, 
the vastnees of His resources, the greatness of His 
power, tiie variety of His characters, the glory of 
His offices, the prevalence of His intercession, and 
the grandeur of His second coming, until I am en- ] 
amoured with His beauty and enraptured with His 
lore. My meditation of Jesus is sweet, and it 
makes me glad in the Lord. My soul is satisfied as 
with marrow and fatness, and my mouth praises Him 
with joyM Ups, when I remember Him upon my 
bed, and meditate on Him in the night-watches. 
It is delightful to occupy our thinking powers on 
Jews and His glorious salvation* May I meditate 
upon Him daily and hourly, and may my last thought 
iafte article of death be a thought of Christ He 
is On Heme of my eong. No Bong pleases me if the 
use of Jeans is not in it; and the more it has of 
Christ in it the better it pleases ma It is sweet to 
think of Christ, but it is at times a little heaven on 
earth to sing of Christ. Herein we resemble the 
inhabitants of the better world; for they are 
singing*—'1 Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God and His Father; to Him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen/9 

" Oh, that I could new adore Him, 
like the heavenly hosts above, 

Who for ever bow before Him, 
And unceasing sing His love! 

Happy songsters, 
When shall I your chorus join P" 

He is the eolaee and joy of my soul. In sorrow I 
repair to Him for solace, and in sadness for the joys 
of His salvation. There are times when no one can 
make me happy but Jesus; but He always can: 
Messed be His holy and adorable name. He sometimes 
does. When all is dark within me, when all is 
dreary around me, when all is discouraging before 
me, He fills me fall of joy with His countenance. 
One look from His eye, one word from His lips, one 
breath breathed on my soul, relieves, restores, and 
makes me happy. He is the river of pleasure in 
which I sometimes bathe; He is the Eden of 
delights in which I sometimes walk; in Him art 
the wells of salvation from which at times with joy 
I draw. Take away Jesus, and my soul droops, 
dwponfls, and dies; give me Jesus, and the enjoy

ment of His presence, and I can do without any 
other heaven. He is the glory of my brightest days, 
and my solace in my dreariest nights, 

14 When upon my restless bed, 
Amidst the shades I roll, 

If my Redeemer shows His head, 
'Tu morning with my soul." 

In a word, He is the Alpha and the Omega of my 
salvation. It begins, it proceeds, it is completed in 
Him. He engaged in the everlasting covenant. 
He appeared in the fulness of time. He bore our 
sins and carried our sorrow*. He put away our sins 
by the sacrifice of Himself. He brought in the 
everlasting righteousness. He conquered death, 
hell, and the grave. He ascended up on high, and 
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
He sent His gospel by His servants, and His Holy 
Spirit to apply it to the heart. He ever lives to 
intercede for us. His strength is perfected in our 
weakness. His grace is sufficient for us. Having 
obtained help from Him, we continue to the present 
day. By His grace we are saved. Such is the 
testimony of Holy Writ, and such are the views 
that revive my faith, refresh my soul, and endear 

I my Redeemer to my heart My experimental religion 
I began with my feeling my need of Him; it proceeded 
until I realised my interest in Him; it stands now 
in my daily making use of Him; and it will be per* 
footed by my everlastingly enjoying Him. Jesus is 
my all, and my heart at this moment says— 

"Christ shall be my living theme, 
Christ shall be my dying hope: 

All I want is in His name; 
Nor osa I sink with sach a prop." 

And now, reader, WHAT m CHRIST TO xon? 
Hare you been able to go with me in my statements ? 
Is thine heart as my heart is? Perhaps you say, 
" Yes; but the half has not been told.'9 The half! 
No, not the ten thousandth part The glories of 
Jesus are infinitely beyond our comprehension. 
Now we know in part, and we prophesy in part; 
but that which is perfect will soon come, and then 
shall we know even as also we are known. Is 
Jesus precious to your soul to-day t Is He the joy 
and rejoicing of your heart? Is He divinely 
glorious in your estimation? If so, you are the 
subject of the Spirit's work; for He it is who 
glorifies Christ before us, within us, and by us, 
He takes of the things of Jesus, and shows them 
unto us. Without the presence, power, and opera
tion of the Holy Spirit, we should never trust in 
Him, boast of Him, look to Him, or surrender 
ourselves into His hands to he w e d by Him, 
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Every right view of Christ, every honourable 
thought of Christ, every sweet enjoyment of Christ, 
every effort to honour Christ, every attempt to imitate 
Christ, flows from the work of the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts. The more we experience of the Spirit's 
work, the more shall we love Jesus, exalt Jesus, 
extol Jesus, obey Jesus, and be conformed to the 
likeness of Jesus. Oh, that the Spirit of God then 
would work more powerfully in all our hearts! 
T But perhaps my reader has no sympathy with me, 
but looks upon what I have written as a mere 
rhapsody. Is it 90? Then from my heart I pity 
you, from my heart I pray for you. You need just 
suoh a Saviour as Jesus is. No one but Jesus can 
save you from hell, raise you to heaven, or give you 
solid happiness in the present world. But Jesus 
can. Oh, that you felt your need of Him! Oh, 
that you would flee to Him to be saved from the 
wrath to oome! Oh, that you would cast yourself 
into the arms of His mercy, and enjoy a free, full, 
present, and everlasting salvation! What & Christ 
to you »<w? Is He your precious Saviour? Is He 
your daily fiood? is He the joy and rejoicing of 
your soul ? Is He the foundation of your hope, the 
object of your faith, the source of your supplies, the 
subject of your meditations, the theme of your 
song, the solace and joy of your soul, the Alpha and 
Omega of you* salvation ? He tmU be your Judge 
by-and-T>y. He will either condemn or justify you. 
He will either invite you to inherit a kingdom 
prepared for you, or command you to depart from Him I 
into everlasting burnings, fnpfreifor the devil and 
his angels. Which will it be ? Which ? Have you 
come to any conclusion on this point ? Have you 
decided in your own mind whether you shall go to 
hell or heaven? If so, to which are you going? 
If you have not, is it not time you had ? Ood grant | 
that each of my readers may be led to sing, in the 
words which have been sung so often, which have 
ascended to heaven from so many true hearts— 

41 Thou dear Redeemer, dying Lamb, 
We love to hear of T*kee; 

No music '5 like Thy charming name, 
Nor half BO sweet can be. 

" Oh, let ns ever hear Thy Toice 
In mercy to ns ipaak, 

And in oar Priest we will rejoice, 
Thou great Meldiisedec! 

"Our Jesus shall be still our theme, 
While in this world we stay; 

We '11 sing our Jesus' lovely name 
When all things else decay. 

"When we appear in yonder cttuA* 
With aU the sacred throng, 

Then will we sing more sweet, more loud, 
And Christ shall be our sang/' 

THE SURE FOUNDATION. 

SHORT time ago there was an extensive 
piece of ground lying waste. It had ben 
used for a stone-yard, but the lease having 

expired, and the ground considerably increased in 
value, the owner thereof determined to make a good 
bargain when he granted a new lease, so that he 
intended on fixing upon the best offer. One day a 
gentleman called upon him, and stated that ho would 
buy the lease if he would fix his price, as he wanted 
to build a wry large mansion upon it After the 
agreements were signed and sealed, he applied to 
several builders to send in estimates for the building, 
according to the plans that he hadj they were also 
to fix the earliest date that it could be completed by, 
as he was in a great hurry to occupy i t 

The estimates were accordingly sent in, and one 
was agreed upon, and the building was to be 
completed by a certain date; and very soon the 
workmen were engaged in clearing the ground. 
When they were going to ky the foundation, a 
sharp frost set in, and it was thought that the work 
would have to be stopped; but the builder would 
not hear of that, for it would have been a great loss 
to him if he did not have it finished by the time he 
fixed. The work of laying the foundation was 
therefore continued, and many watched its erection 
with delight as the massive stonework decorated the 
front; yet no one thought that such a noble building 
was resting on a bad foundation. One night a 
terrible crash was heard, and then the rumbling 
sound of falling stones, which soon brought a 
number of spectators to see what was the matter; 
all seemed to be in a state of confusion, and a look 
of surprise was seen on the oountenances of the by
standers. " I wonder how it was ?" asked a young 
man standing by. " I can tell you," said his friend; 
" the matter is easily explained, the foundation was 
bad; the bricks might have been good, but the 
foundation was not solid. You perhaps wmember 
that it was laid in frosty weather, and it only needed 
the heat of the sun to thaw the mortar; and then 
the bricks fell closer together, and the consequence 
you can now see." 

As I watched that fallen building, I thought of 
some I knew, who are building on a foundation that 
is not secure, and which only needs the heat of 
God's wrath to prove it unsafe. 

Are you, dear reader, building oq a good or had 
' foundation ? You hope to go to hearen, but what 
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does your hope rest upon? Ton expect to have your 
on* forgiven, but what is the ground of your 
expectations? 

Some rest contented with doing their hart, and 
they boild a structure of good works, which to the 
natural eye has a grand appearance, and commend 
themselves to their friends by a show of alms-giving 
and charities; but God does not look at the outward 
appearance, He looks right into the heart, and if 
the foundation is bad, your "good works" will 
prove to be like castles built in the air. What is 
the bat you can do in order to merit salvation ? If 
you try to keep the law you must fail, and if you 
fafl in one point you are accounted guilty of all 
(James i i 10), and the condemnation that is upon 
you is death, for it is the wages of sin. " All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way,'9 doing that which was right 
in our own eyes> without a thought of God, and the 
Toy "best" we can do is in the sight of God as 
filflry rags. But yen may say, " I try to do my 
duty; I pay my way; my character is not stained; 
and I try to be religious.19 That is what some one 
aid to me a short time ago, and she finished by 
ttying, " I am sure if anybody goes to heaven I 
*§k to." 

Perhaps you would stand a good chance if going 
to heaven depended on what you say you do; but 
as it does not, I fear you stand a very bad chance. 
You may speak the tenth in saying " you pay your 
way," &c., but do you think that the men of Sodom 
were ail rogues, and did not " pay their way"? and 
they were destroyed in the cities of the plain when 
fire from heaven consumed them. The men in the 
time of Noah might, some of them at least, have 
been " moral" or " religious;" but that did not save 
them. The only place of safety was inside of the ark; 
and judgment came upon all outside, whether moral 
or immoral, religious or irreligious, honest men or 
rogues—all who were not sheltered by the ark were 
swept off by the judgment of God. 

There are some who rest on a bad foundation, 
such as, "I attend to all the ordinances of the 
church, I have been baptised, confirmed, and always 
go to the sacrament.19 Many have said this to me, 
sod I fear that such is the foundation of many in 
this present day; they do not only try to be religious, 
but they or# in their own way. Are you resting on 
•hat you are ? If so, be sure of this, that your 
religious ceremonies will lead you to destruction and 
eadlees perdition. If you aay you were made a 

child of God by sprinkling of water, yob- daeefaa 
your *wn self; for Jesus said to the religious Phariseê  
"Ye most be bom again," (John iii) If or wiM 
going to the Lordf s table make you a whit better for 
the presence of God. Hie children of Israel were 
sheltered from judgment by the blood on the door
post; and after the blood was put upon the lintels 
and sideposts, they went inside and feasted on the 
lamb. (Exodus xii.) It was not because they fed 
upon the roasted lamb that the destroying angel 
passed by, but because the blood was sprinkled 
outside, that was a necessity to keep themselves 
secure while their feasting was a privilege. Se, 
dear friend, is it with you; the sacrament will not 
keep you from the judgment and wrath of God, 
but the BLOOD only can safety shelter you. 

14 You own the Son of God has oome; 
You own He bled and died: 

You do not doubt these solemn facts; 
Bat is the blood applied P" 

There is another class of people who know them
selves to be sinners, but are careless or unconcerned 
as to accepting salvation; and if you speak to them 
they will tell you the foundation they build upon is 
"the goodness and mercy of God." True He is 
good% He is mereiful; and that is why He is patiently 
waiting for the wanderer to return. But while He 
is merciful He is righteous and holy, and will not 
have His mercy trifled with. " It is of the Lord's 
mercies that we are not consumed." We deserved 
to be banished from the presence of God for ever; 

" But His grace o'er sin abounding 
Rescued ns from misery/' 

A young man lay dying. For many long years 
he had despised the mercy of God; and now he was 
brought down to his death-bed. While racked with 
pain in mind and body, his weeping mother came 
and whispered in his ear, " God is mereiftil." With 
a wild shriek he cried, " Mother, don't say that I 
know He is merciful; but I have despised His 
mercy.91 And, lying back on his pillow, he died. 

God is dealing in merey with you now; but by-
and-by He will deal with you in judgment. What 
will you answer, when all the foundations that you 
rest upon are swept away, and you stand alone with 
none to pity, none to plead your cause? Try the 
foundation that you rest upon; and if it is bad, do 
not rest upon it any longer, but find out 

ran a m Foumnoir, 
on which you can build with the greatest assuranoe. 
A dying Christian said, as she closed tor eyes in 
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death, " I know but one foundation, and on that I 
can with confidence restj it is the atoning blood of 
Christn Other foundation can no man lay, for on 
this cm the whole Church of God rests. 

The work of the Lord Jesus on the cross was a 
finished work; and nothing can be added to it to 
make it more perfect; and on that work I rest If 
it were left to me to work out a righteousness 
suitable for the presence of God, I should come far 
short of what His holiness demands; and it was 
because of my hopeless and helpless condition that 
the Son of God died. It was God who made the 
way; for He said, "Behold, / lay in Zion for a 
foundation a stone, a tried stone, a prtciom corner 
stone, a $ure foundation.'* (Isa. xxviii 16.) 

God has given you His word to assure you that 
He has tried the foundation, that He has laid and 
proved it to be firm and safe. Take God at His 
word; build on this foundation; and set to your 
seal that God is true. (John iii. 33.) We should 
build on this foundation because it is the ONLY 
ona You may try the other false ones that I have 
mentioned; but that will be like the house built 
upon the sand, which only needed the storm to beat 
against it to bring destruction. The fire of God's 
holiness, or the storm of His wrath, will try your 
foundation, and will sweep away the refuges of lies 
that you may be trusting in. (Isa. xxviii. 17.) Will 
it be like the slime-pits in the vale of Siddim, which 
would prove a bad foundation for a tower whose top 
was to reach to heaven? or will it be like the 
house on the rock (Matt. vii. 24), which could not 
be moved by storm or wind ? 

Dear reader, be wise in time; delay not to take 
shelter in the only true hiding-place; rest not until 
your feet are firmly planted on the Bock of Ages; 
and then you will be safe, and able to say— 

"On Christ the solid rock I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand/' 

F. H. D. 
# 

THE MORNING. 
ISA. xxi 11, 12. 

BT MBfl. OEOROl C. KBBDBAM. 

BOM. xiiL 19. 

BLEST morn! that ends the saint's long night, 
When shall we hail thy dawning light P 

Ffe. o n . a. 
When shall these dreary olouds depart, 
That chill the weary, longing heart P 

l Oon. xv. 52. 
When shall we greet the first surprise, 
That bids Thy Church to glory rise P 

I TVIM. iv. l«f 

When shall the welcome trumpet sound 
To wake the sleepers, prison bound P 

1 OOE. xr. 53. 
And this rile, mortal day of mine, 
In Jesus' heavenly image shine P 

1 Tnw. IT. 17. 
As quick and dead are caught away, 
Amid the grandeurs of that day P 

1 Jonr Hi. 9. 
When shall we see the glorious face, 
Of Him we love, our Prince of Grace P 

2 Com. r. 10. 
When shall we in His judgment stand, 
To take our honours from His hand, 

1 Gem. T. IS, 15. 
And part at last with all the dross, 
That costs our souls such serious loss f 

H I T . six. 7, 8. 
When shall the Bride, in white array, 
Shins forth upon her marriage day ? 

PSA. XlV. IS. 
And, radiant above compare, 
Pass in, those festal joys to share 

JOHN xix. 80. 
With Him whose shame and bloody fight 
Opened for her the gates of light, 

Ltm xxi 2$. 
Sweet Day! thy dawn must soon appear; 
The heralds sound thy coming near; 

EKT. xxii. is. 
The morning star will shortly rise, 
To cheer the weary watcher's eyes; 

Is*, xxv. 9. 
And we, who mourn the night as long, 
Shall change our wail to gladsome song* 

If*, xxi. 11 
Yea, morning comes! but also night! 
The hour of Satan's fiendish might; 

JUL. xxx. 7. 
The time of Jacob's trouble sore, 
The vials held in vengeful store, 

BIT. xix. 11-16. 
Till Zion's King, with rod of ire, 
Shall plead His rights by blood and fire. 

Isa. xiT. 7. 
Then, when the whirl of woe is passed, 
And tortured earth finds test at last, 

RKT. xx. 3,4. 
When plagues and tenors flee away, 
Before the grand millennial day, 

BKT. xix. 1-5. 
The Lamb's redeemed, victorious throng, 
Shall shout His praises, loud and long. 

MATT. XXV. 46. 
Oh, sinner! this fair day we wait, 
In blackest night shall shroiid your fete; 

2 Cox. vi. 2. 
Then grasp deliverance whilst you may, 
While, briefly, hellish hordes delay, 

Hx*. x* 29. 
To execute the wrath of God, 
On all who sligfat AtontKo BLOOD. 
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FOE THE LAST TIME. 

HAD been visiting at the Cottage Hos
pital for some months, principally in the 
"Kenyon Ward," and had seen many 

cues, more or less interesting from a natural point 
of view, pass out, cured. But I rarely came down 
from reading or singing to the patients without 
taming into the sitting-room to have a few words 
with the matron, about whom there was to me an 
hdesoribable attraction. 

She was a young woman about thirty; tall and 
gr&oefiil, with gentle brown eyes, and a winning 
anile, which lighted up her fece when she spoke. 
But the brilliant fluctuating colour, while it added 
to her personal attractions, told but too plainly a 
tale of the mischief working within. Still she 
seemed quite unconscious of this herself; and as 
she wss yery reserved as to her spiritual experiences, 
for msny weeks I was anxious and unhappy about 
her, though the Lord in a special way laid her upon 
my tant in prayer. 

After kindly assisting me to put up some texts 
upas the walls, one Friday afternoon, I put the 
personal inquiry to her for the first time, " Do you 
bow Christ as your Saviour?" 

With a alight hesitation, while the colour rose 
to her cheeks, she replied, " I hope so; I have not 
served Him as I ought; but I think I can say, I do 
know Him." 

"Then it is all well with you for time and eter
nity/9 I responded, as I took her hand to say good
bye. 

A week passed before I was able to call at the 
hospital again. When I did so, it was to hear from 
me of the nurses the startling message, "The 
matron has been taken suddenly ill since yesterday, 
miss; and wishes you to go up and see her." 

In a few moments I was at her bedside, listening 
to her account of her sudden attack, and her plans 
for removal to a convalescent home when she got 
over it. Then, anxious—perhaps faithlessly anxious 
—to have a dear testimony from her, I said, "And 
you are resting in Christ, in His finished work, 
dear?" 

She looked up quietly, as she replied, "I've— 
nowhere else to rest; please read—to ma" 

I opened at John x , and as I came to those 
UesKd words, "The Good Shepherd giveth His 
life for the sheep/' her heavy breathing told she 
was asleep. It was getting dark, and snowing 

heavily; and as my time was up, I rose softly, and 
left the room, giving a promise to the nurse that I 
would call early next day. 

Never shall I forget the sight which met me 
when I entered her room next morning. Tossing 
restlessly to and fro, laughing, muttering, singing, 
utterly unconscious of anything passing around her, 
the scarlet cheeks and sparkling eyes telling of the 
fever raging within. 

" She has been like that all night*" said the nurse. 
"She knows no one, not even the doctor; but 
maybe she 11 know you, miss." 

I bent over her. " Do you know me, dear ?" 
What a thrill went through me as those dull, 

unconscious eyes looked up at mine, and she muttered, 
" Your hair looks nice." 

Then there flashed to my mind the lines— 
u Go with the name of Jesus to the dying/' 

and laying my cold hand upon her forehead, I said, 
" Well, you know Je*u$—Jesus the Saviour?" 

Oh, the power of that name! How it breaks 
.hearts now, as it shall bow knees hereafter! Her 
dull eyes brightened, and she bent her head as she 
replied, "Tee, I—know—Him." 

These were the last coherent words I heard from 
her. She lingered some days in the same sad state 
(as regards her body), and then, as an early December 
evening was closing in, 

" Her spirit still mourning its fetters 
Was loosed by the hand of God." 

Reader, how little I thought, as I sat in her cosy 
private room that Friday afternoon, that I was 
talking to her then, calmly and quietly, "for the 
last time." Talking of the hospital, of her prospects, 
and of things which would never again be of interest 
to her. Yet so it was. 

And to you and to me, dear reader, there will 
come a day when we shall do everything "for the 
last time." Can we tell how soon? This may be 
the last paper I shall ever write. It may be the 
last you will ever read: how solemn, yet how sweet, 
is the thought to me. Is it less so to you? and do 
you shrink from the thought as one of dread and 
gloom? 

Ah, if you know not Christ as your Saviour you 
may well shrink! And the future—the future 
perhaps so near at hand—can only be "blackness of 
darkness " for ever. " Because I have called," are 
His own words, "and ye refosed; I have stretched 
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out my hand, and no man regarded . . . I afao will 
laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your 
fear cometh." One more appeal He makes to you 
now through these pages. One more entreaty falls 
from His own loving lips: " Turn ye, turn ye, why 
will ye die?1' Once more, and it may be "for the 
last lime," the unlimited offer reaches your ears: 
" I will give to him that is athirst of the fountain 
of the water of life freely." 

Will you accept or reject this salvation t 
A. S. 0. 

THE PEODIGAL SON; 
OB, THE STORY OF A FATHER'S LOVE. 

LUXE xv. 11-24. 

[OW full of interest is the parable of the 
prodigal son! how remarkable are the 
circumstances attending its delivery! The 

speaker on this occasion was the Lord Jesus Christ. 
To some He was known only as Jesus of Nazareth, 
the lowly son of a carpenter; by very few as the 
Son of the living God—God manifest in the flesh. 
The audience was composed of pubKeans and sin
ners, who drew near to hear Him. What a privilege 
thus to be able to draw near to the One of whom it 
was murmuringly said, "This Man reeeiveth sinners," 
and to listen to the " gracious words that proceeded 
out of His mouth!" The Holy Ghost has pre
served to us in this chapter some of these words, 
and has placed them on record by the pen of the 
inspired evangelist for divine blessing to successive 
generations. In accordance with that which had 
been foretold of Jesus, he spoke to the multitude in 
parables; and here we have before us that which is 
familiarly known as "the parable of the prodigal 
sou," or which may be more correctly designated 
"the parable of the loving Father." The blessed 
Lord appears in this discourse to bring before His 
hearers the joy of the father in welcoming home 
his truant son more prominently than the joy of the 
prodigal in being thus lovingly received, although 
the latter most assuredly has its place. This was 
part of the mission of the Lord Jesus. He came to 
reveal the Father; and He did this so perfectly that 
He could say, " He that hath seen Me hath see* the 
Father." And who could better testify of the love 
that was in the Father's heart than the One who 
was Himself the gift of Odd to a lost and ruined 
world? He came from God, and went to God, and 
shines forth as * the brightness of the Stoker's glory, 

and the express image of Hp person*" Such was 
the speaker. What then were His words? "And 
He said, A certain man had two rouse and the 
younger of them said to his father, Father, gbe me 
the portion of goods that faHeth to me. And he 
divided unto them his living.w 

The nature of this request denotes plainly enough 
that there was lurking in the heart of the son ft 
spirit of alienation from all the affection* of home 
and home-life. This spirit was the very gent of 
the evil that subsequently revealed itself by iutwari 
manifestations. The heart itself was wrong. Here 
was the root of the sin. The future experiences 
were the fruits. Hence the force of the dfrne 
injunction—44 Keep thy heart with all diligence, for 
out of it are the issues of life*" 

The spiritual significance of this request «a 
between Mien man and God is simply the outward 
expression of the desire to be independent of God. 
The man of the world desires to be his own nartw. 
He wishes to lay out his plans for the fatae 
in accordance with the projects of his own will, and 
for the gratification of his own pleasures. The 
prodigal had grown weary of daily dependence upon 
his father's bountiful provision, and sought to have 
the management of his affairs into his own hank 
He wanted to possess that which he legally could 
claim as his own, and to dispose of it without the 
checks of home-life, and the restraints of a father's 
presence. The simple believer knows that the path 
of dependence is the only path of security and 
blessing. It has, however, been asked, Tfhj did 
the father acquiesce in so unhappy a request on the 
part of his son ? Because he had at heart the true 
welfare of his son. It would not have been profit
able to have detained him at home against his will 
It would not hate been conducive to Che diswphae 
and happiness of the home-oirele to have mintansd 
there one in whose heart a spirit of insubordination 
was being encouraged. It is often so in the provi
dential dealings of God with the children of men. 
When His service becomes irksome, or other than 
perfect freedom, to those who are His children by 
feith in Christ Jesus, and in their ibait-aightodaea 
and folly they fancy they can do better elsewhere, 
God sometimes permits them to make the trial, and 
to discover by bitter and humbling ezperienoe that 
to leave the path of dependence and dbedienoe for 
the gratification of self b to exchange a leviig 
Master for an exacting tyrant, and the position of a 
witting servant tor that of an unhappy slave. 
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How often rebellion of heart is very rapidly followed 
by rebellions ways t It was so in this case: " And 
not many days after the younger son gathered all 
together and took his journey into a far country, 
and there wasted his substance with riotous living." 

For a while we may conjecture that the prodigal, 
so soon altered in character as to have become a 
squanderer of that which he had acquired, thought 
himself happy in his altered circumstances, and 
congratulated himself upon the step he had taken 
m becoming his own master. So with the sinner. 
He does not at once perceive tint he is hastening to 
bankruptcy and rain; the resources of natural 
delights and the pleasures of sin are not immediately 
exhausted; but, like the prodigal, he sooner or later 
finds himself "to b* in want." " And when he had 
spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; 
sod he began to be in want" 

If he would now stop and think, he would dis
cover in fids reversal a call to return homewards. 
Bat the will was unbroken, although the spirit 
nay tare been subdued by adversity. He must 
natsnj still further, like the poor gamUer who, 
taiag lost all his possessions, is still eager to risk 
to hut piece of money, in the hope that by one 
more throw he may retrieve his fortune* " And he 
want and joined himself to a citizen of that country; 
snd he sent him into his fields to* feed swine. And 
he would fain have filled his belly with the husks 
that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto 
him.19 

How subtle is the strategy of the great enemy of 
amis! how fair are his promises! Notice in this 
ease how the position of the prodigal has been 
reversed. I ta aspirant lor liberty is sow willing to 
hire himself oat as a servant For the aake of the 
boA rf whioh he stood so sorely in need, he accepts 
employment of a most menial character, and espe
cially M from a Jewish point of view. It is well, 
however, that in the midst of his dire distress he 
has leisure and opportunity for serious reflections. 
We can picture to ourselves the forlorn youth sitting 
in deep dejection upon the ground as the past and the 
present pass in teview before his mind. He contrasts 
his own position with that of the hired servants in 
the home upon Which h* had turned his back; he 
thinks of the abundant bread aa the house of plenty; 
he resells the .portion of goods whioh he had so 
lasisUy squandered upon others; and naw no man 
weald give io ium. Thtse ipedjtations bring him 
to a true sense of his condition. The Lord Jesus 

says, " He came to himsell" The Great Physician 
knew that all this time he had not been himself; 
he had been led captive by the power of " the evil 
one." He thought he was free; but he was bound 
hand and foot He dreamed of liberty while the 
fetters were being slowly and surely wound round 
him. Man's extremity is God's opportunity. The 
climax had been reached at last; and at this juncture 
we have brought before us the three great component 
parts of true conversion— 

CONVICTION \ 
CONTRITION V COWVSHSIOjr. 
Covrassiov * 

These three are contained in his own words: " How 
many hired servants of my father's have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I 
will arise and go to my father, and will say unto 
him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants." 
How toubhingly are the conditions of true con
viction, contrition, and confession expressed! 

" And he arose, and came to his father." This is 
true conversion, a real change of front He turns 
his back on the "far country/9 and sets his face 
homewards. So with everyone who is " born again." 
There is a turning to God; not to a party, nor a 
sect, nor form of belief, but TO GOD. It was so 
with the Thessalonian believers; they "turned to 
God from dumb idols." 

Blessed be God, "He draws nigh to them that 
draw nigh to Him." In the actions of the father 
we have a representation of this: " When he was 
yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had 
compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him." 

In the presence of such love, and in the pressure 
of this warm embrace, a full confession is made of 
sin, both as regards God and the father. There is, 
however, a notable omission—no mention is made of 
his employment as a hired servant In his most 
sanguine moments he had not contemplated such a 
reception; and love like this must not be dictated 
to. So it is with regard to the believer and God. 
He is not merely saved from the wrath to come, 
wondrous fact though it be; he is introduced as a 
blood-bought son into the family of God; he is 
made fit for*the lather's preseace. "Bring forth 
the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on 
his hand, and shoes on his fleet: and bring hither 
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the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be 
merry: for this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found. And they began to be 
merry/9 That joy had a beginning, but it has no 
ending; it lasts throughout eternity. " We joy in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ9' 

Finally, what great truth do we learn from this 
sublime parable ? God is reconciled; God is waiting 
to be gracious to the poor sinner who, by believing 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and resting on His finished 
work, thus returns to Him. Cleansed from all sin 
by the blood of Jesus, robed in divine righteousness, 
and feeding on the rich provision of everlasting 
love, how happy ia the portion of the believer! 

" No wrath God's heart retaineth 
To usward who believe; 

No dread in ours reuainetiif 
As we His love receive. 

Beturning sons He kisses, 
And with His robe invests; 

His perfect love dismisses 
All terror from oar breasts.91 

W. H. F. C. 

LORD, WHAT WILT THOU HAVE ME TO DO? 

H, what wilt Thou have me to do, my Lord, 
On the earth with its teeming crowd ? 

8hall I tell of the gracious incarnate Word, 
Or sing of His blood that flowed? 

Or mutely pass on when the sombre pall 
But figures the denser gloom 

Of thousands who deeper than sepulchres fall, 
To judgment's eternal tomb P 

Shall I find my ease midst the thorns of woe, 
Or pillow on thistly down, 

And deafen; my ears to the deathly throe, 
That haunts earth up and down ? 

Shall I gaze on the gliding and subtle crawl, 
And never a warning cry, 

Till grasped unto death in that fatal thrall, 
The victim unhelped must die P 

Ah, never, my Lord; there are souls around 
Thou sawest through burning tears, 

When Thy Spirit with yearning agonies groaned 
Which entered Jehovah's ears! 

Thy heart is unchanged in its love and grace— 
Oh, teach me its deathless power, 

In the fervour of love Thy ways to trace, 
For the rest of my little hour! 

I agonize, Lord, at Thy feet, to know 
Thy will by Thy Spirit's light, 

To worship, or serve, or wait below, 
Then order my steps aright; 

Thy glory, Thy glory alone to seek, 
PoMessed by Thyself alone, 

My life and my lips Thy ways shall speak, 
And souls be for glory won. 

Pages for Believers. 

SEVENFOLD SANCTEFICATION. 

N the New Testament eanetifieatkm means 
separation; but the Christian's sanctifi-
cation does not chiefly consist of what 

may be called practical " holiness, without which 
no man can see the Lord." That ia essential; bat 
practical holiness, or the departing from evil on oar 
part, would be impossible, bnt for God's part in 
sanctiflcation, which ought always to be regarded 
as the greatest part of sanctiflcation. There may 
be traced a sevenfold sanctiflcation in the New 
Testament 

1. " Sanctified by God the Father:9 This is 
followed by "preserved in Christ Jesus—called," 
which shows that this sanctiflcation cannot be any
thing wrought in us, for it ia entirely in the mind 
of God before we have been11 called " b y the gospel 
at all This is the gracious separation of the saints 
in the eternal purpose of " God the Father." " Tim 
they were" said Christ, a and thou gavest them 
Me." This is surely as truly "an act of God's 
free grace" as is justification. Again, we read of 
saints as— 

2. " Them that are sanctified in Christ Jem." 
" According as He hath chosen us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before Him in lore." The Chrut 
was set up from everlasting; and all who shall ever 
be with K m in heavenly glory wet* separated, in 
the lore of God, by His choosing than in Chrut, 
" Having predestinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to Himself." We read 
further of— 

3. " Sanclification of the Spirit." This comes 
after election, and before obedience, and the sprink
ling of the blood of Jesus (1 Peter i. 2), and most 
he "an act of God's free grace," a thing done at 
once, and as perfect as God can make i t It cannot 
mean progressive holiness, bnt perfect aanctifioatwn, 
as it is quickening us together with Christy and 
consequently separating us at onoe and ibr ever from 
our connection with our fallen head, Adam. This 
is surely practical sanctiflcation on God's part, bnt 
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we are entirely passive in it This is the great I 
separation from sin, in the death and resurrection of 
Christ, by lifting us out of the nature that sins; 
far we are not in the flesh, but in the spirit; not in 
Adam fallen, but in Christ risen. " How shall we, 
that are dead to tin, live any longer therein ?" We 
read also of— 

4 " Sanctification byWood." Jesus also, that He 
might sanctify the people with His own blood, 
suffered without the gate. That precious blood of 
Christ purges the conscience from dead works to 
serre the living God; and we enter into the holiest 
of all, as worshippers, in the full value of Christ's 
offering of Himself as a sacrifice for our sins unto 
God j and the whole will of God with regard to us 
being folly done, Scripture says, " We are sanctified; 
far by one offering He hath perfected for ever them j 
Oat ore sanctified." We are saints "by the blood 
at fans," not by attainment " We are sanctified;" 
•sue mints; and that, too, by the will done in the 
work of Christ—all by an act of God's free grace; 
mi tkia sanctification is complete, and admits of no 
degrees. If we are saints, we are; and we are not 
partially sanctified by blood, but perfectly "sanctified 
fkroayh tie offering of the body of Jeeus onoeforall." 
If we are not perfectly Banctified, this would degrade 
the blood of Christ to the level of the blood of bulls 
and of goats, of which it is said, " It is not possible 
that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away 
sins." If Christ's work is perfect, then all who 
trust to it are perfectly sanctified from their sins by 
it We read also such words as these: 

5. "Sanctify them by thy truth:9 This occurs 
in such a connection as to show that the root-idea is 
operation. "For their sakes," says Christ, "I 
•anctify myself, that they also may be sanctified 
through the truth." He gave Himself up for the 
Pother's glory, and having been rejected here, He 
has been raised from the dead, and set at God's right 
hand, apart from the world; and His disciples are 
now separated from all their earthly connections, 
and connected with Him, risen and glorified, being 
thus sanctified by the truth of His grace, work, 
acceptance of God, and glory in heaven; and Justin 
prepmthm as we grow in grace, and in the know
ledge of Christ, we shall be sanctified politically, 
eodeoaetieatty, socially, and personally. We are 

formed for heaven by knowing better and better the 
Christ of glory. We are also sanctified and cleansed 
by Christ, by the washing of water by the word. 
We read also these words: 

6. "Purifying their hearts by faith." The word 
is the medium, faith is the instrument There is an 
expression, " Sanctified by faith;" but, though made 
much of by some, it is wrongly applied; for faith 
is not so connected in Acts xxvi 18. It reads, 
11 That, by faith in me, they may receive remission 
and an inheritance among the sanctified" But 
although that passage does not say we are sanctified 
by faith, it is, however, the truth, that we are so, as 
taught elsewhere, and it is in fact the teaching of all 
Scripture, that in proportion to our faith, so will be 
our measure of sanctification; for by faith we get 
into our souls such divine realities as wash out as 
far as they reach all our own merely human 
thoughts, and leave us with "Jesus only." We 
read also of— 

7. Practical sanctification. " For this is the will 
of God, even your sanctification; for God hath not 
called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness," " and 
the very God of peace sanctify you wholly," " and 
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord." 
There is everywhere enjoined a holy life and walk, 
the old man disallowed, put off, and the members 
mortified. " If ye, through the Spirit, do mortify 
the deeds of the body, ye shall live." 

These few hints show how wrong it would be to 
run away with one phase of sanctification, and make 
it appear as if there were no otter. Ill-taught men 
should beware how they trouble the saints with 
their own partial, crude, and hasy views, and wait 
until they know better themselves, something of the 
depth, breadth, and fulness of Holy Scripture, 
before they set up for teachers or censors of those 
who know the mind of the Spirit; and dear saints 
should pray much to be guided into all truth on 
every subject, and go direct to the Holy Scriptures, 
and not be satisfied to drink at the meagre and 
muddy streams of modem theology. May the Holy 
Spirit give us all to experience more powerfully this 
subject of sanctification, and receive it in all its 
divine fulness, and have it oanried out in all its 

| practical details, so that we be living epistles, known 
and read of all men. 
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Evangelistic Notes. 

I 

AT this season' of the year, when special efforts acre being 
made to reach the multitude by means of tent and open-air 
meetings, we would ask the Lord's people to remember 
these efforts in prayer. 

Mr. J. ALBERT BOSWBLL, of Edinburgh, writesV '* The 
ravers of God's people are asked for tent meetings being 
eld in Edinburgh during the summer months. Mr. J. 

Ritohie has been helping during the month of June, and 
Mr. R. T. Hopkins and Mr. 0. Morton are expected to 
follow up the work. Pray that a great work for God may 
be done in this great religious centre, where there is much 
of the form of godliness, with little, often, of the power; 
and many of God's own children seem blinded to the 
growing darkness and spreading infidelity around." 

Mr. J. 6 . MCVICKBR has been preaching at St. George's 
Hall during June* 

Mr. OHARLBS INGLIS has left this country for about 
twelve months' evangelistic work in Australia. 

Lord BADSTOCK has been having good meetings at St. 
James's Hall, Regent Street, on Sunday evenings for several 
weeks pact. 

Mr. J. A. VICAEY is having much encouragement in his 
work in Bristol end neighbourhood. He desires prayer for 
blessing on the meetixiga being held in four different tents 
that he has pitched. 

Mr. W. R. LANV has been preaching at Kflbuiu Hall 
during June. He is now in Diiblin for a short time. 

Notices. 
BPECIAI^ 

W B dhall be grateful to those of our readers to whom the 
Lord has imported die gift of writing for the press if ihey 
would send us original articles, narrative or otherwise, 
suitable for this magazine or for our Gradhua Word* 
Almanack, which we snail soon be preparing for the coming 
year. We are constantly hearing of blessing through our 
page* and our reeden might have fellowship in our joy in 
this service, if they would use the gift the Lord may have 
imparted in writing for our paper. 

BA«X KVMBKM OF "THE GOSPEL WATCHMAN." 
Parcels of Back Numbers of this Magarine are made up 

at the following cheap rates: 
250 for 10s. 600 for 20s. 

These will be found very useful for distribution. 

MUBE OIBOtnLATION « P TRACTS. 
Wa have continually applications for Grants of Tracts from 
those who are unable to buy as largely as they would, but 
wh* have great opportunities of circulating them, and while 
we send out a very considerable number free, we are unable 
to meet the demand, and if any of our readers feel led to 
send us any donation for this purpose, we shall be grateful, 
and will send out Tracts and Books to the fullest value for 
the amount. 

Advertisements. 

THE GOLDEN LAMP; or, Truth in Lov* for 
the Children of (Jod. Prioe One Penny. 

CONTENTS roa THIS MOUTH.—The Throne, the Altar, and the 
PriBoa. wHsst thoubare any btsiits!" (Poetry.) The Begbminas 
of Gospel History—vn. The Visit of the Magi and its ttssulfi. 
The Posr Wise Msn. Dihjenoe: as oommended in the Second Epistle 
of Peter. Notes and Replies. 

THE MISSIONARY ECHO: A Record of Labour 
far the Isord in ether Iimd** Rrioe Qbe Halfpenny. 

IOPsMff: JAMM B: ISJAWMWS, Mv 

Aim is, FAraavosraa tan***, 
B&KBft "WftiET, W. 

NOW READY. 

THE REVISED VERSION 
OF T « S 

NEW TESTAMENT. 
IN VARIOUS 8IZE8 ft STYLES OF BINDING, 

From //- up to 30/-,* . . 
MAY BB OBTAINED POOT-PHM OF 

JAMES E. HAWKINS, 36, BAKES STREET, W.; 
AMD 1 2 , PATBRKOSTBB SQUABS, B.C. 

F 
Jurt Fubli$***L Pri» ^6, GW». 

OT£S AKD REFLECTIONS a* i n EPISTLK 
TO TKB PHIUPPIAN8. By the late ABTHCR PHIDHAII. 

"A more than usual interest attaches to this small but pr-dous 
volume, inasmuch as the beloved author, saving completed his work, 
fell asleep in Jesui before its publication. We ourselves hate been 
greatly indebted to Mr. Pridham's notes, on other EnUtles^and wc very 
warmly commend this and them to our readers, as soirituaJly tatriUyent; 
doctaoally sound, and critically able expositions of the portions of the 
Divine Ward of which they treats—Jib OMrJte. 

EXPOSITORY WORKS 
B Y T H E L A T E ABTtt tTK PB.IDHAM 

RKDtJCtlOlf l i t PKtCB. 

Notes and Reflections on the Psalms. 
Second Edition, venae*. 62* pp. Orowa 8**, 
cloth, 8a. 6d. Reduced to 0£ 

"Our readers are already favourably impressed with the name 
and labours of Mr. Pridham. Theipnfctnt vohmo w*l »ot siinpr? 
sustain, but add to hb reputation. While he has chosen his subjects 
wiseiy, he baa-worked Aem out with ability- The long** articles 
are devoted to those Psalms which relate immediately to the person 
and work of the Messiah. w - 0 * n * * i * Wtytef* 

Notep and Reflections on the Epistle to 
the Bomans. Third Edition. 461 pp. Cloth, 5s. 

R***4duW 

Notes and Rejections oil ike First Epistle 
to the GbrinthiAii* Cloth, 5B, M$dm$\io2l^ 

Notes and RsJLeetion»i on the sfteeond 
Epistle to the Corinthiani. 376 pp. Cloth, 5a. 

Notes and Reflections on the Spittle to 
ttotabftUu. 830pp. Cttoth,6* Et^c$d^Sif6 

Notes and Refleetions on the Rpfrtle to 
the KpfceeUiu. Second Edition. 347 pp. C l o t h ' 9 / f l 

"Arthur Pridham's most valuable works on ftoiasmi, tphesfians. 
and Hebrews, arc full of the freshest views of divine truth, and 
are qtfce a *nmun.*~U*. W. fe*D, in the Brt&sh&tmld 

Notes and Reftections on the Bptotle to 
thaHetaew* Secoq* Edition Clot^6i. n!£. 

Seduced to 2/o 
Any of the above volume* will be forwarded Poet-free at the rid*** 

jw*% ortb* entire*** tf **mr**mm& m<AQitTiew**™ 
" 1 1 1 » 

LOUDON: JAMES B. HAWKIN8, 36, BAKER STREET, W.J 
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ASLEEP!—BUT WHERE ? 

BUfttE nestles under the south ride of the 
§tiantoefc flffla, fn the countv of Somerset, 
Wtaihber' of large villages. 

ftom one of these, during the Christmas week of 
1 a rfai^me iirtb Wellington, on a seasonable 

tttt tbjlifii Menda If *as a long-projected visit* 
so several others made their way thither also, who, 
atff3h3UaMtt$ wtjfre "settled some distance oft 

The day was spent in mirth and jollification; 
each *dnfeglt Vfottijj with the other as to *bo cduld 

iwSwdlrai ntte'lrtWi' before the 'tMJnipBriy broke tip, 
tod'ihrfMe W w W t '^e spetric was the last to leave.i 
IfoN**** rkufebtf in * BeWer''edii«Hon for find-' 
n ^ i O s ^ V o n ^ ^ t h e extta glass or two that I 
were ĵ niawd oh Ifikr hterore nef started, just' ft) r&*p 
M & #&i: ' 'iWi^ifaafeed >he had done his part, 
during the day, to show his host that he thought 

' *Al*mffl%foMQfai*A M̂n a gtOkh >p*tt of tike 
distance, and perceiving that he was decidedly 
muddled, to say the least of iCtaSfcd! to persuade 
him not to leave th*jirfort) no* vartur^ as he 
d ^ r e f f 1 ^ 1 ! ^ inttfctkta, to late the ehott cut 
t ^ t a f e e S c f e f c i r h e trtirofclttutte, knA trheal 
^le*ne>b*lti^>iii*te ok Miffing his friend 
good-n ight? -"^ ri(> "n'-> °* f' »̂  ^»^. ;.T I . * '• *:. F 

1 TB^Lg^fcy cgieâ oCTwt tq 4wxmdfe Mfa ifiom 
«if^>lttti»^UdPlitt«efand^iuifc iro^ ftitaliy that] 
«h»*fe^#o«»iafldf^ T ; t - i— - > • ' 

>*^l -11%it t* idr i i^^ teeotirfftdy Iwtifcen I 

him. On and on he wandered, far away from the 
beaten track; now stumbling over a newly-ploughed 
field, now groping his way through some thorny 
hedge. 

Still doggedly pursuing his way, that same ob
stinacy that made him take it kept him up to it. 
Surely, muttering to himself, he would shortly be at 
home. Little dreaming, poor unfortunate, that each 
step he took but carried him farther and yet farther 
astray. 

On ahd on he must have tramped, until, over
come at last, feeling about for some drier, sheltered 
spot, he lay down to sleep* 

To sleep Ms last sleep I 
Strong iind healthy, he slept; yet he waked not 

again on earth! 
No weakling's ctothwa* hi*. 
Oh, for a voice to wake the sleeper ! But all is 

still as the grave; and the wind whispers mournfully 
among the trees, as if sighing with pity o'er the 
wretched man. 

As deep as have been his excesses, as talc a* hare 
teen his wanderifags, so much the sounder are his 
shzmbere. 
- Does he dress* of heme, and turn himaslf on his 
hard couch? Fatal turn/ Yet what danger dees he 
know i Alas! unconsciousness of danger is danger 
increased a hundredfold. 

Hie next morning a limê mrndr erfmef to etatafne 
h& Ifiln,' #Mc& he jtidged must to fatted fttfttttgh 
by thife fitoe. 

iTBs, the file haft done its Worit on the hartistenee, 
and on somethilg *i*fc 

Wfaifcwvftat ekttriA objeet lyia£o»fha4trface 
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there, just a little nearer the farther side from which 
he stood? He started with horror! Was it — 
could it be—A HAK ! 

He went round to look. 
V \ 'Twas even so—a man burned to death/ 

h/ Ah! 'twas he who left home hale and hearty 
J; yesterday; in eternity before to-day. He lay down 
\ all unconscious of his nearness to the burning kiln, 
<V but rolled over in his sleep, and fell into the devour

ing element 
Other men are doing the same now—to-day. 

( Obstinately they pursue the downward road, an 
easier path—a shorter out—to them. 

" There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of death.91 (Prov. 
xvi. 26.) 
'Plodding oil in the dark night of sin; filled 

vtfth the cup of this world's pleasures—the cup 
that inebriates but does not cheer—hoping to get 
to heaven at last; where is the man that does 
not ?'' 

Despairing even of this, wearily they lie down to 
qleey where beat they can, seeking rest in many 
things short of home, short of Ch/risL 

Unsaved souL thou art the man. Thou wanderest 
on, " having no hope, and without God in the 
world."" Thou deepest, not on the edge of a burn
ing kiln,, but on the brink of an awful hell. 
r STEEPEST! But, thank God, within sound of 
a voice—within reach of an almighty arm. 

AWAKE! FLEE! LEST THB KSXE TUB* SHOULD 

,BE IfRX LAST. f J. C. R. 

BY-AND-BY. 

|H, where is the place ? Do show me the 
>!" 

The demand, which was rather an en* 
treaty, proceeded from an elderly woman, very 
j^peptably dressed* She was intensely excited. 
Tears were flowing down her cheeks, where time 
h$d already mac^ its furrows. The same excite
ment was on every countenance. Evidently same 
gres^pajaniity had occurred. We followed the old 
woman and her guide into a large room, where., ft 
inept. ftwftl w4 ghastly spectacle presented itself! 
Ppofl (nafion* tables lay tpeni^two corpse* ! There 
were the old man and the infant; mothqn% dafigjh-
tettriM^artihwbW***; Wneof ttsmalmgricruijhed 
out of every semblance of humanity* 
^.WkatWaatbeeiuseofaU.this? » o ptwdsMtaill 

had exploded, and sent forth its lurid flamea No 
ravaging army had spread slaughter and destruction 
around. It was Sunday morning. All was bright, 
and calm, and happy. The bells were ringing 
merrily from every steeple, to -welcome the day of 
rest A party of pleasure was on its way from a 
large city. Laughter and merriment were universal, 
when, in a moment—while the laugh was ringing 
in the ear, and the jest had scarce parted the lip— 
the air was rent with shrieks and groans of mortal 
agony! A collision had taken place between two 
trains, and, without warning, twenty-two petsons 
suddenly passed from time into eternity 1 

Weeping friends and heart-stricken relatives filled 
the room where the dead were laid. They were in 
their holiday attire, stained with their own blood 

; The old woman we have alluded to. passed from 
one mangled body to another, until her eye rested 
on that of a young mai* in the prime of life, Right
fully disfigured. With a paroxysm of grie£ ahe 
took the cold hand in her* and, seeing I looked 
sympathiziugly at her, poured put her grief in heart
rending language* t 

"Oh, sir!" she said, «this poor lad is my eon 
He would go yesterday* I wanted him npt to. And 
now—you sea He was a kind lad, sir." 

" Do you think/' said I, " that he had given bis 
heart to God?" 

I had doubts myself; for I thpught a man that 
had truly come to Christ would know the value of 
the Lord;s-day as a means of grace, ax*d not, spend 
it in his own pleasures. StxUJ was anxious to 
know if there had been any. signs of, repentance; 
for who knows but in that awful hour, God, who is 
love, may have heard the dying ory of some who, in 
the hour of extremity, implored solvation in the 
Saviour's name t 

" Why, sir," replied the woman, u he went to 
church sometimes; and he never swore nor got 
drunk-" 

"Didheprsy?" 
" Why,, yes* sir—sometime*" . 
This was poor encouragement Still I felt inter

ested in the young man; and baring directed the 
weeping mother to Him who Himself wqpt ** 
Lazarus' tomb, I promised to call on heiv .,• i 

On fulfilling my promise, v<i*y ot.itw%*AV) I 
fbrindthehistary off 4be!witefe*oKra 
Oh, that the unoonverted readta nwy A»ta» i t * • 
beacon of warning, ahd ldy its lotoses tet$e«fc'« 
.. Thomas. White wife mn only* rim*;; tftmwti** 
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potted him with a foolish fondnea*. She was blind I 
to Ids foalts, until they forced themselves on her 
notice; and then her rebukes took no effect. His 
father had died when he was var^ young, leaving a 
snaD annuity to hii widow. Oat of thi§ Mre. 
White apprwtseed her son to an engineer. His 
master wae a pious man, and frequently, in eonver-
«tiea with hie apprentice*, urged th&m to give their 
hearts to the Lord. Young White felt softened, 
and reeolVed to do so. It was the early striving of I 
the Half Spirit, whoee "viewless wayn is seen in 
svary good thought and holy emotion. For a time 
he regularly attended the means of grace, and seemed 
earnest about Ms soul But in an evil hour he formed 
the eeqtnriatahoe of a young man, who became his 
eiQ genius. He was light-hearted, gay, and dissi
pated. He ridiculed White so intensely that he led 
Urn to avoid all mention of religion, while he 

* aJaMnotlaly strove to draw him from its influences. 
Young White was fascinated by his friend's 

warty, and he gradually yielded himself entirely to 
Mi iaiuenoe. The first strivings of eonseience were 
quenched. Sunday evening was spent in strolling 
about and smoking—often* alas! in playing cards. 
One day. he and several others were out bathing. 
Ever fond of adventure, White sought the deepest 
part of the pond. He had swam some time, when | 
ho felt eramps; and before he had time to cry out, 
he attik. Presently One of his companions called 
out, "Where is White?'' An alahrftt wris raised; the 
pond Wae dragged, anil he was recovered. For a 
lhab he hung between life and death. With return
ing eonsdbuttiert dune a resolve once more to turn 
to God. In *n bgony of soul he riought for pardon 
through Christ. Several weeks passed. Every one 
wfca Visited him beKeved him a changed man. In 
oourtfe of tUhe he recovered; and while walking out 
one flay, he encountered Us old bdripanion. White 
had tesolVed he would shun him; but it Was in his 
own strength his resolution was made. 

"Bo tfhdw jftfr'te totaled Methodist again, Tom,'9 

he said. " I didn't beliete ft, for I thought you 
Us&too mhtih good sense for that; but I heard you 
wife riMf converted." And lie made a grimace at 
theekpwakion. ' 
* TMi'wftB aueut. 
* * * H i ^ c H f e ^ see it is not. So 

come to my liWfeitî ,1 an4 WeV havfe a bottle 

'.<%!* a ^ i d f e ^ ^ biitiLtfaMe to resist, 

heaped upon religion, and the blasphemous infidelity 
of his companion, and he felt himself a partner in 
the sin. Despair seiaed on his soul.'Satan whispered, 
" It is no use praying any more. This is the second 
time you 9ve fallen. There is no more hope for you." 
With a wretched heart the young man returned 
home, with those words sounding like a knell within 
him—" It is impossible for those who were once 
enlightened . . . . if they shall fall away, to renew 
them again unto repentance, seeing they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to 
an open shame." In vain did poor Thomas White 
try to drown the voice of conscience in sin—it still 
nude itself heard. 

In due time Mrs. White removed to Brighton.' 
Here Tom's evil genius led him into still greater 
dissipation. All this time conscience kept urging 
him to return to God. Yet still the same plea waff 
urged, w I will by-and-t>y,M It is one of the most 
marvellous things in existence, that God's patient* 
%M $0 great We think, if we give a man a trial 
twice, or even thrice, and he does not amend, that 
he has no forther claim on our sympathies. But 
just think of the numberless times the Lord deigns 
to try us. He knocks at the closed door. He 
knocks gently, then loudly. There is no response; 
and yet He knocks again and again, and still waits, 
long after human patience Would have been ex
hausted. 

About this time a storm occurred at Brighton. It 
was one of the severest ever known. The wind, 
which was almost a hurricane, howled along the 
deserted streets, bringing down frail tenements and 
chimneys in every direction. The sea, lashed to 
fury by the tempest, threatened to wash away the 
securely-built parade. One man was actually blown 
down by the fury of the wind! Young White and 
his profligate acquaintances were returning home on 
this memorable night. The storm made no im-
pressibn on their minds. Just, however, as they 
were turning a corner of a street, a chimney-pot 
was thrown from a tall house, and a fragment, in its 
fall, struck White, and he fell senseless to the earth. 
He was carried home to his wretched mother, and 
this time all hopes were given up. In a terror not 
to he described, his conscience awoke at the sight of 
an impending eternity. 

wO God,** he cried, "have pity on me! But 
there's no pity for me. I have sinned too much. 

I There's nothing but hell for m*." In>aiil did j&ey 
ite&tfm WUrhlni 6H 'the Mnite love of Christ, 
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willing at ill times to save to the ntteroasst Sqtan 
urged his repeated backslidinga, and despair seemed 
settled on his heart. By alow degrees* after mueh 
prayer, his mind grew calmer. He seemed to be in 
a more hopeful condition. But it was only a tran
sient beam of light His soul was unrenewed. The 
impression was n*t lasting. In his heart of hearts 
he longed to return to the sins he loved, and hoped, 
by-and-byt he should yet be saved! 

Thomas White recovered. His heart was not 
gratefuL He thought not of the meroy that had 
hitherto spared him. He not only retained to his 
old companions* but formed an acquaintance with a 
young female of dissolute morala To supply this 
new "friend" with money, extortionate demands 
were made on the mother, who, still hoping, even 
against hope, in her son's Mure reclamation, gave 
him all she had. 

It waa Saturday night, previous to the.accident 
White and the female we hav? alluded to were 
spending what they called a gay evening at a public-
house. The former was much the worse for liquor, 
and, before he left her, promised to take her to 
London on the morrow. When the morning came, 
he rose and dressed himself with care. 

" Where are you going ? " asked his mother. 
"To London." 
44Don't go, Tom," said she, imploringly; "stay 

at home with me, and take me to church. Ton 're 
never at home now." 

"No; I must go, mother; and if I stayed, I 
shouldn't go to church." 

"Oh, Tom, you haven't been since you got 
better! What will become of you ? " 

He seemed staggered by the question, but tried 
to laugh it off by saying, " You 're very dull to
day ; but never mind, you '11 see I shall become 
quite a religious man by-and-by." 

She saw him depart, despite her entreaties; and 
with a heavy heart she returned to her room, where 
she indulged in a flood of tears. 

At the station he met his wicked companion* 
"Come along," he said in high glee. "I mean 

to have a jolly day. The old lady tried to keep me 
at home to go to church; but it was no go/* And 
With an irreverent laugh they entered the carriage. 
A few hours later, their mangled corpses wepe! 
brought back, and the frightful intelligence of the 
catastrophe ̂ conveyed to their homes. 
^ | ^ ^ f T * ^ , i s a, sad but a true story. I(} 
proclaims, as with a voice of thunder, to those who 

have not as yet tamed to God, P&ijk< witymr 
conscience / Trifle not *ith tin! 'ZbJsft $!yt 
will hear Hie hard** net yaun hmnt!v Ik* 
long-suffering of Gad invites ydti to *e|NrttaBte. 
Thousands sink into hell with this word cm their 
lipe, " Time enough yet." Will yo» gt> <* in sin 
till it is top late? Will yon continue to despise 
the invitation of that mewriftil 8avieurt wfaoasanat 
we open to receive you? Will yob osttthmedesf 
to that loving expostulation, "2Vr* y#, Aim js; 
why will ye die?" Remember yonr ttatinmliiMe k 
sin is a deliberate choosing ti damnation for yow* 
self. Oh, turn, we entreat you—turn to tkst 
Saviour who gave His life to ransott. sinners few 
eternal death. Tens of thousands, like yowel£ 
have come to ffiny and received fogivenas^ vA 
then "gone on their way rejoicing." They neyer 
knew what happiness was till they tasted of the 
pardoning love of God. Give your heart, then« to 
Jesus. Say, in the simplicity of faith-*-

" Just as I am-^without erne jAp** 
But that Thy hlood was shed for me, 
And that Wwm lid'st me oome U Thee, 

0 Lamb of God, I opme." 

WEE WILLIE f OK, THE-VALLE? OF 
THE SHADOW OF DEATlt . 

GRAVEYARD is at all times * sad q* 
to the thonghtful, in -spite of all man's 
effort* to mekje.it bright apd bqutfiNt, 

It is not now in outward appearance the gfawy 
place of former dayâ  when the skull «#& eras 
bones carved upon the stone: masked tfce ,ph*»; 
where tyy the mouldering dqst of &ejdeptf»& 
In this, as in many thing*, we have ^opifd tfc* 
practice of other lan^s, whe*e th#yi £*& thw 
graves with wreaths of evexlastixig flownr^.an^ia 
every way seek to make these aoene* of for^r as 
bright and cheerful «p .pflssfcta/. Adpipa^L-F^ 
costly monument̂  an£ planted .wift attfaJ^ w* 
flowers, they â am almost,* pxppk̂ xy ftf ^jtn 
reality that reigns around , ,: , ,{;f, j .. ylt^ 

Oh, the hewt soî w8t,that;,̂ [t<iid ntyt,ta*4lf* 
and night in the ear of *U/ unheeding ytppil 3$* 
broken pillar tells of one who was t^ptja£,af >&* 
happy home, laid low in the midst o( J^aj^rfWI6 * 
and tells the story pf a,widowed hpsjt left to frish 
its pijgrim fays insoKt^de and s ^ ^ „• .,,„ 

Again, mark the many n^nes Ufffttipt pfitfb 
dab. They tell h*w deaft. }mkmfM^:9^^h 
one from that family ™™*l* till tha^h^utJMkw 
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pmfe ttnrkif beeMothem itf the dart. And yet 
again; these voids, ** Oar only thild." What depth* 
of woe {hey speak to, us oft 
, fiotne .fijmp ego the writer was talking amidst 

as* «f these' Boeses of human ratoir and: misery. 
Oit»fcm*B fo particular attested hfe attention* It 
W W e«rtiy:,itiarbte ahtb \xt monument. That 
ttcred spot Belonged probably to some in humble 
w. A fey pieces of marble marked the place 
baseath 'which the Utile oodfin lay (for it was a 
cssttV grim), and between those bits of marble 
•ttnvlettttg hand had laid a covering of cement, on 
vbJch'Were spelt, with what appeared to be large 
wkUe china buttons, the words, " Wee Willie," 

Asrjre kpk at those simple words, how the last 
sid sosae seem to rise before oar eyes! The merry 
lsngh'is: trashed. "We almost hear the weary moan 
iirfhe chamber of death. The little feet no longer 
patter through the house. There lies " Wee Willie." 
8aak laboured breath may be his last His bright 
eyes are wide open, and gazing upwards. Sis Kttle 
tab ore outstretched to grasp something unseen 
tost; and with the sacred word "motherw upon 
sfe tips his spirit wings its flight. Can it be that 
as has aepn one he loves who had gone before? Or 
• it that he is beckoning the- weeping' ones aronad 
to Ma 1am. Above? All this and much mora was 
Wtfrotft fcy "Wee Willie's11 grave. 

Ova %a live amongst these scenes of suffering and 
•arrow, wupoved 2 4 Have they no voice to warn ns 
tbrt Ihisisnotoarjoestt That we too are nearing I 
tftMadiof the wiley, the last stop of which will 
taker the child of God into the bright glory of His 
pitoenoê  whose ldving hand has led them all their 
pilgrim daysltefew, mad who has been new them, 
thoo^nnsBen, athidst all the darkness of the path-1 
*«J& And yon too. dear iittaved raader, are nearing 
th*crii> When thtrlgeoond death and outer darkness, 
without Opdaad without hope, must beyow portion 
if yarn die rejecting God's love in Josna 

( Header̂  are yon but a graveyard? 1 mean by 
this, Is that sad heart of yours still dead in sin? 
And are yoii bat t r y ^ to wear a cheerful face and I 
laugh thfct merry Imgfc to hide the misery of the 
death that reigto wfthft P Perhaps yon have stood 
by ̂ e.fca^-mj of 9ns you loved, and as you held 
their cola, hjina in youfs, they made you promise 
you would trust the Saviour who had saved them. 
But are yon yet unsaved? Trying to forget your 
promise; trying to fcrget eternity; trying to be 
happy,. Ansnftdetotcesaid, <( I ajp very happy ;,y 1 
but hii sad and fcdpfcles* fece seemed always to say, 
"I a * : ' * ^ ^ How^often his words 
come book to tW writer's memory—MI am very 
t«PFsf,u;; Iftiat, happy without a ray of light to 

shine into the dark future! The words of another 
unbeliever were far more truthful, " My friends are 
passing away, and I am leaving all I love; it is 
sad for me." Yet this sad scene is but the valley 

| of the shadow of death after all, though dark 
enough those shadows are; and well may we say, 
in the words of Scripture, to that dark fiend who 
worked this woe, "What is this that thou hast 
done?* But if the shadows are so dark, what 
must the substance be ? Beneath the smiling face 
is hidden the worm that never dies—a conscience 
that but waits to hear those awful words, " Depart 
from me, ye cursed," from the Judge's lips to 

! waken it to its eternal gnawings. A memory that 
l will bring back with cruel vividness the hand of 
I mercy thrust aside, and the love of Christ rejected. 
I Yes; though men may strew those graves,with 
flowers, and loving hands may twine the garlands 
for the dead, we seem to see beyond all this, down 
through the silent grave to where the, lost await 
their final doom. They once lived amongst us. 
Some scoffed at Christ, and openly defied the God. 
of heaven; some (like the leaf that glows in the 
autumn sun, and yet its bright hues are but painted 
by the hand of death, soon to become the sport of 
the wintry blasts) have sought to hide the death! 
that reigned within with a religious life j but they, 
are now the sport of hell. Yes, that religious life 
was but the beauty of the fading leaf. We tremble 
as we write it, a whited sepulchre, and now they 
have their place amqngst the lost in hell. 

Reader, have you found a friend to guide yott 
through the darkness? Sir Noel Psion, in his 
famous picture, " light in darkness," has faithfully 
depicted the valley of the shadow of death, the 
mouldering bones and withered leaves* the crown, 
whose jewels are falling from their settings, and 
mingUig with the dust; while through the valley 
sweeps the bitter blast that withers all around. 
Yet One is standing there, calm amidst the soene* 
He holds a trembling hand in His—the hand of one 
whom death has sought to claim, but whom He 
claims from death again. 

Reader, hast thou a friend Eke this to guide 
theef One who has trodden the dark valley first 
alone? Yet more, One who has met the king of 
terrore, who has through death destroyed him who 
hath the power of death, and led captivity captive. 
He waits to be thy guide, and in His hands He 
holds the keys of hell and death. (Rev. i 18.) 
That hand is now ontstretohed to save. Will you 
not trust Him) Your goodness will not satisfy 
God's holiness. His finished work on Calvary's 
cross alone can do i t 

Yes; God is satisfied with Jesus; and for yon to 
trust Him, to believe on Him, to be satisfied with' 
Hm,—this, this indeed is salvation I , Then will. 
yen, entering into His rest, cease from your own 
works, and lay aside yonr filthy rags? Then should 
yAufaii asleep in Jesus no such sad words would 
speak from your tombstone to the living as the 
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IbUowingi whioh the writer once law written on an 
unbeliever's grave— 

41 Remember me is you fast by, 
Afl you are now so once was I; 
As I am now so you must be, 
Prepare thyself to follow me." 

How hopeless they sound! They seem to leave 
us in the blackness of darkness, for ever without a 
ray of light, without a hope. But He who was 
forsaken of His God, who has trodden the wine
press alone, He only can save you, and lead you 
safely through the dark valley, so that your last 
step should be into the bright glory of His presence, 
prepared to stand with Him without a spot before 
the throne. (Jude 24.) J. A. B, 

WOBTH THREE MILLION AND A HALF 
OF MONEY! 

[OUGhH born in the suburbs of (be metro
polis, it was not till recently I visited the 
Tower of London. I happened to be in 

the neighbourhood one morning, and while passing 
I noticed a number of people pressing round the 
lodge gates. After making enquiries of a passer-by far 
the cause, I found—it being a free day for the public 
—they were waiting their turns to be led over the 
tower. As I stood looking at the people and then 
at tile hoary walls of that ancient pile, which had 
been both a royal palace and a prison, I thought of 
the martyrs— Cranmer, Bidley, and Latimer—*ho 
had been prisoners in its gloomy cells. Of the poor 
ill-fated Anne Boleyn, whose ephemeral reign and 
mournfully brilliant career was so abruptly dosed 
by the headsman's axe. Of the noble Anne Arfkew, 
whose body was so fearftilly tortured ere she was 
burnt at Smithfleld, for having denied the Popish 
doctrine of transubstantiation. The bloody tower, 
where it is supposed the two royal princes, was of 
Edward IV., were so cruelly murdered. The 
Beauohamp Tower, with its walls so fall rif curiously 
sculptured designs, and autographs scratched and 
cut by the hands of the prisoners who were immersed 
within its dismal recesses. The well-known Traitor's 
Gate, The heading-block, mask, axe, and the horrid 
instruments of torture All these I knew were to be 
seen inside; and as my memory recalled much that 
history had made me familiar with, I felt an 
irresistible longing to «* what I had only heard 
and read about. In a moment or two I joined the 
group, and ere long I was with others walking over 
and inspecting places and things so replete with 
traditional and historical associations. 

The last place we were taken into was the 
Becord or Wakefield Tower, where the "regalia" 
or crown jewels are kept In this apartment we. 
had a fresh guide, who after explaining briefly Hie 
different crowns, sceptres, swords, coronation brace
lets, Ac., and just as we were passing through 
the iron gate, called out, saying, "Now, ladies 

and gentlemen, take s, good look before you leave; 
for you may never see such a sight again. What 
you have been looking »t within these glass cases 
is worth three and a half millions of money.* 
During his explanations I had noticed his husky 
voice. His constitution seemed to be breaking up, 
and J had an impression he would mt be these 
long; and as I turned my eyes from the glittering 
crowns, resplendent with diamonds, t thought of 
his precious soul, which was of more value than 
the whole world. So I lingered, and was the last 
to pass out While doing so, I put my Tiand on 
his arm, and in a soft tone said, "Friend, do yoa 
know your soul is of more value than the mass of 
wealth you have been so kindly explaining to us? 
for God says, 'What shall it profit a man, if he 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or 
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?'" 
"You are right, sir," said he; and as he spoke I 
felt his whole frame twitter, and immediately I saw 
the tears start and float in his eyes. By this time 
another group was waiting to enter, so I had to 
leave the old pensioner, who shortly after had to 
give up his post through fidling health, and is now 
in eternity. 

Beloved reader you too have a soul equally ss 
precious, equally as valuable; a soul that must 
either live eternally in heaven or in hell: a soul 
that is of more value than the whole world. And 
I would kindly, Affectionately ask, Is that precious, 
priceless soul of yours uve&t Is it eafe far time 
and eternity t Is it washed 1 Is it redeemed! 
Are you sure it is eafe in the keeping of Sim who 
says, "The redemption of their soul is precious"! 
If you have not believed on the Lord Jesus Christ to 
the saving of your soul, you must be a Godless, 
ChristleBs, preyerless, hopelSss soul, end'the solemn 
message may come to jr**, " Thou fool, this right 
thy soul shall be required of thee.0 Oh that you 
would hear the. voioe of God, and yens eopl shall 
live! Oh that you would believe ab Jesus Christ, 
and your soul should be saved! It i*;Christ alone 
who earn satisfy the afflicted eoul, and redeem and 
deliver it from going down into the pit Will you 
trust Him, will you oome to Him, that your soul 
may delight itself in fetness? Then, if asked the 
question, "Is it well with thy soul?" you could 
answer, 

"It is well, it is well with my soull" 
"My sin-~*h, the bliss of this glorious thought!— 

My sin (not in part> but the whole) 
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more; 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 0 my soul! 
"For me be it Chridt, be it Christ henoe to live; 

If Jordan above me shall roll, 
No pang shaU be mine, f or in death a*, i* Hfe 

Thou wilt whiter Thy psspe to my.stwL 
« But, Lord, 'tis for Thee, for Thy oomimg, Are wait; 

The sky, not the grava, is our gopL 
Oh, trump of the aogell oh, voice of the Lord! 

Blessed hope, blessed rest of my soul. 
"It is well, it is well with my soA" 

&' BLOW. 
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THE GREAT DECISION AND ITS 
CONSEQUENCE& 

BY CHBTWB BEADY. 

*HftvmtOT^mao*m»"---14tT9.arfs. It* 

W W H Y did the young man go away sonowfhl? 
n j j l Why did the eunuch go on his way 
B A H rejoicing? 

Because the one had aoeepted Christ and the 
other had rejected Him. 

Bach was an inquirer; each asked the way of 
•Iration, To each faith in Christ was preached; 
but one turned away from the Lord; the other con-
famed F u n No wonder sadness was depicted on 
the feee of the yotmg man who deliberately preferred 
ttu world to the next; no wonder fulness of joy 
filed the heart of him who had found Jesus. 

Look at our blessed Lord, the God-man, sur-
raoded by His disciples, tried by hard questions of 
tfcefWiseea* Lo! some loving mothers faring to 
Ska their little children, that He should put His 
bsads upon them and pray. They press upon Him, 
cvsjmg their infants in their arms; but the over-
wlsns and skw^-eomprehensum disciples rebuked 
Hum that brought the children, and would have 
hindered their approach. The disciples no doubt 
considered the Lord's business in teaching grown-up 
people should not be interrupted by the women and 
fettle ones, and thought within themselves, What 
ass in children odming to Him? what could they 
understand? 

But when the gracious Master saw it, He was 
much displeased, and uttered the touching words— 
"Suffer the little children to oome unto me, and 
farbii them not . * * Verily I soy unto you, Who
soever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a 
Kttle child, he shall not enter therein.11 

Children too young! nay, to them the kingdom 
is open; and their elders must beoome as little 
children ere they can enter in. See the helplessness, 
fte dhn£!e trtist, the implicit obedience of the child; 
such you ttust become ere the mysteries of the 
kingdom can be revealed to you* 

Tbsn the sympathizing Man, the Lord of life and 
gbry, took the intents In His arms, pressed them 
to ffis faring heart, put His hands upon the little 
children, and blessed them. 

What a scene I How homely 1 how heavenly! 
haw simplol how gtorioual how human! how 
fittest 

We talk of the little time between the cradle 
and the grave; but, oh, we should rather associate 
the cradle and heaven! the babes pass quickly into 
the places prepared for them in the heavens. 

Look at the subsequent scene. Jesu* was going 
on the way, when an earnest young man, a ruler, 
who doubtless had witnessed His blessing of the 
children, and had heard His words, came running 
and knelt down on the road, and asked Him," Good 
Master, what good thing shall I do> that I may 
inherit eternal life?11 All this showed he was 
genuine, sincere in his inquiry, zealous and anxious 
to ascertain the Master's opinion. 

At first sight it appears a proper question; but 
on examination it betrays utter ignorance of the 
sutgeot and disregard of the words just uttered bf 
the Lord.. He was evidently on the wrong tack j 
he thought he oould be saved by his doing. Instead 
of receiving the kingdom in the helplessness of a 
little child, this young man thought he could do 
something to deserve it. The Lord knew hie weak 
point. To show him his em>r, to show him himself 
that he was not as good as he thought, the Lotd 
replied, "If thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
commandments.19 In complete ignorance of the 
spirituality of the law, of his own helplessness to 
keep it, of his innumerable transgressions, and of 
his worldly heart, he replied, "All these tilings 
have I kept from my youth up: what lack Iyatf* 

What a question I Self-righteousness demon
strated, ignorance of self, of sin, of God. 

This idea of works, or merit, or law-keeping, 
is the greatest obstacle to salvation. The law of 
Gad is not a penance to enable us te merit heaven; 
it is designed to show us ourselves. God does not 
expect us to keep the law as a ground 6f salvation. 

Notwithstanding, the Lord looked on him with 
love and compassion, and taught him graciously, 
—" One thing thou lackest: if thou wilt be perfect, 
go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast and give to 
the poor, and thou Bhalt have treasure in heaven: 
and come, take up the cross, and follow me." 

In dealing with individual cases, we find our 
Lord in the first instance reveals the inquirer to 
himself, shows him the depravity of his heart, con* 
vinoes of sin. Thus he dealt with Nicodemus, to 
whom he demonstrated his error in resting on his 
blamelessness; thus he dealt with the woman of 
Samaria, to whom He showed her sinfulness. 

Bo we not learn here an important lesson 1 If 
the inquirer can only be shown what he is in him
self—a sinner, and what God is for him—a Saviour, 
there must be peace. 

An evangelist in his rounds once stopped at a 
country inn. He was waited on by a little maid. 
He Questioned her as to the state of her soul, and 
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fiinad her ratterijr ignorant, careless, and indifferent 
$he "did her duty," "djd #o w e any hana," Mid 
thqught herself "all right" On leaving, the man 
of God obtained from her the promise that until he 
returned febe ^#oilld daily offer to God the simple 
&ti&om-*-«0 4Sk>d, show tnfrmyeelf.* On Ms next 
jUt ihe t w mrf by Mary with th* exokmatSo*, 
f}\Q\ sfc, I pwn Taiswab^! Ood ha* si»Wn a* 
py^Jf#i I 'm a lost j^nner! what shall I do ? " and 
She wept bitterly.. The evangelist then directed 
he* fQ the finished work of Christ on the cross, and 
fck* tie* to make! this he* daily prayer; "O God, 
shvw rierth$*af.n Somfe time elapsed before he 
ft^^ w^pt in that direotioq; but ou his rortfewg 
the inn Mary met him with a bright smihj 

SicJ ,j?y9U8 face, radiant with heavenly pe*ce. 
reat Was his thankfulness when he found that the 

fi&d^fcad Revealed 'Hitbsel? to her as her Saviour-
9+di iNiw she knew that whereas onee she was 
{UfadriUftseepasaos Mid SUM, now eke #as pardoned; 
fftv#lr pnd.ptreagtheaed by the Holy Spirit to dis
charge hpr daily round of .duties. 

f inverting to our. subject, we find that in this 
ft}stance the Lord revealed to this amiable young 
MfeP fltet Ms heart was set on this world, and not 
gb kwrrienij ihe trusted in his great possessions, and 
0wHL qfijt.boiieve in and follow Jeans; he would 
i^qrJgpe his soul, than give up his riches ; he did 
pot rightly estimate the treasures of heaven. 

Gloom, dejection, dedp sorrow, took possession of 
the young man. He turned his back on Jesus; he 
'fa* not Willing t6 part with his wealth; he had 
m t i b e godly sorrow that leadeth to repentance, but 
th^sortoW rf the world, which workethdeath. 
_litHe V w t away sorrowful. 

Let us turn from this sad scene and look at the 
contrast; 
i, I* Ethiqpia, far south of Jerusalem, there dwelt 
a hlackmwa. He was an idolater, and worshipped 
gp4* of bio own imagination. He held a position 
of jgr^at trust and importance under hi* queen, 
#ap4a<^; fie was the great man of the court. 
Evidently in earnest as to his faith, he was a zealous 
ofrpervar of his creed. 
I j But he was dissatisfied with his religion. Wealth 
ccflild apt satisfy the craving of his souL Rank 
and power failed to lull his troubled conscience. 
The Holy Spirit had evidently awakened him. 
Wtyt rest could he find in the meaningless supewti^ 
tfonp of his country ? 
( t The death of the Lord Jesus Christ is the central 
iwfctf all history. The blood of the God-man is a 

Slden thread throughout all time. No other fact 
sever engaged so much attention- In no other 

fyenf can it be said that all mankind is interested. 
A^di^ot only *o, but this unique transaction, affecta 
eteptyt^ Upw the estimate which each child of 
JLdam forms of the death of the Son o£ God his 
^tema^^stiuy depend 

f Tĵ e report of this event has reaebpd every quarter 
^,tht, globe,; People of all unions were in Jenfe 

salenf when .there wap darkness .over ,#11 the, tad. 
The nimoiirreachedIdolatrbus nAtioni f l 

To the eunuah cAme tidings of the great events 
which had taken place at Jerusalem, that Jesus of 
Nazareth had been crucified, and that the course of 
nature had been disturbed by darkness at taid-day. 
He had heard that Jerusalem Was cofisWtered by 
man*/ the p to* whore men ought t* Tl n 
he undertook a pilgrimage to r the la^i of1 

Doubtless many well-meaning advisers sol_ 
dissuade him from so profitless a'journey, bti 
Spirit of Oed sirev* with hiak. 

With his chariot and his osvrilaate ctf ntfcmdsflti 
he ^ ^ a Ipng and tedious pilgrimage to Jenaqfem. 
On his way to the temple he saw a scene, apdh&ni 
the bleating of the sheep, and cooing of the tattle-
doves. As he drew nearer he saw1 the slatfgKter of 
the sacrifces, the sprinkling of the bloody and the 
tables of the money changer^ w i » exchanged the 
Roman ooiu? for the shekel of the eanctotry; be 
heard also the confession of sin by the priest Un
intelligible all this appeared to him. Perhaps he 
was permitted to come near as a stranger; IS the 
synagogue he heard the* law, which ten3Ae9:lnt 
Nor sacrifice* nor law conid give: his mi l ffeoe. 
All was inexplicable, and he rose to mtnm to ha 
own country. 

Cast your eye now across the desert leading to 
Gaza. See a long cavalcade of an eastern magtaate 
—eamels led by slaves, m i e n clearing the way 
In the principal chariot, drawn bf a slave, ifts the 
black man. 

One thing, however, he carried with him. Being 
wealthy, he was enabled to procure a parchment 
roll of the prophet Isaiah. This he held in hit 
hand, and was reading, evidently much petplexed 
at its leaning; At that t ine ihe SM Testmert 
was written on rolls of parchment, and only to be 
procured at great cost How different now thst the 
whole Bible may be had for 5d., and the Kew 
Testament for Id.! With this treasure he set out 
on his return journey, and was so interested in to 
oontants, though ignorant of its meaning, thst hs 
perused the roll diligently in his chariot 

Here then we find an anxious soul—a sua 
troubled in his mind respecting his state, and dili
gently seeking after God. Does God see this stray 
sheep in the wilderness? 

We shall see. 
. The death of the Lord Jesus was a he^vy bio* 

to His disciples; His resurrection was a great relief; 
but it was not until the gift of the Holy Spirit st 
Pentecost that they fully believed. Immediately 
fiiey obeyed the command of the Master to presch 
the gospel, beginning at Jerusalem. FessecatisB 
speedily arose, ,*nd the disciples ware,-soaitsred 
abroad. Wherever they went? they preached tbfi 
^Tord. 

Among'the disciple* we-fad Fhffi^ the Mge» 
list.. Be went tea city <rf Samttit, and'pWacS** 
Christ unto them. The people with one accofd-gi** 
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beed to those things which Philip spake, and there' 
mBjrmt jof in that city. What a sphere of use
fulness Philip was in! Surely he might say, Here 
is niy place; the Bioly Spirit helps my preaching, 
sod girts evidence m resulting converts. But no; 
"the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, 
Arise, and go towesd /the sooth mnto the way that 
gscah down from Jerusalem to Gnaa, which is 
desalt." 

Why Was Philip to leave the abundant harvest in 
8enaria and go to a lonely place? Because of she 
dray sheep in the wilderness, "He arose aad 
vent: and* behold, a Man of Ethiopia, an evnuch 
of gasai nulhonty . . was ratnrningv and sitting 
ia Us chariot, read Essies the prophet Then tile 
Spirit add nnto Philip, Qo near, and join thyself to 
th»«harioin 

God, who heard the feeble inquiry of the anxious, 
lonely stranger in the wilderness, sent the avange-
Itetnnaetvart.hjm in tkavwey of Use, 

Phttjp was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. 
Bahtkirjufn ninaing to stop the.ehariak , Aa he 
tparaoched, he heard (fee stranger reading aloud the 
psnhijl Tniinli, and said, « Undetstaadest thon what 
tamadeat? AM he said, Haw ©an I, except 
•asx nan afaould guide,aie? And.h« desired PfaHia-
tjmt.k* would ©enje.up,and sit with hkn." 

Ftte it ia the office of the Holy Spirit to take 
of fe things of Christ and show tbtm unto 0% He 
sajatj, employs imman insteomectelity far the 
panose.. 

"lank comet* by bearing, and heating I by the 
wense*. God." «< Wiioiwero BbMoall onthe atfme 
flf she Ijord shsllb* saved. How. then ahaH they 
caftan Him. in whom they have not beEored?" 
They oannoU cali on God until they; believe tfcafc Hx* 
m, 8 D W anell4ne£{be)seve' in1 Hanr at* whom they 
lew*ifef.nen*d9.iHfeuntg'Ofje^ 
inffinu. ^LtUwishslthe^hearwithout^pwaote.r?0 

Qaiaaamwiiiak banian instsronehta b> psunaati Hi* 
gssnoL; ^Ho#;tshaU'they praaebetoeapt'iafey/ be 
mUkV?-. - • flbd, by HSB Spirit, fits' and iwndfl the 
isal alnhH Ha aanf/Phflipiail the- way front Ids' 
bnsy wwk an Samaria tai preach Co the blank isolator 
ia. the wnlnnxnesjij v«f .Hww baanfifcl aee one Jaet a* 
than ihat peeaek thagospel- of peacey and bring! 
gWtidiilgaot good things!" •- t .• , I 

Io:ifc not [boastful: to sea into evangelist- Bbihp 
hastening tftVteaen the swarthy iriqnirfer ? • > 
• aavit nafi^plyiinteeestingto tn^ithe tawoiring 
soul travelling from Ethiopia up to Jerusalem, .and 
rstnflring mrtding tiiBijpenhet (Baaiasg 

TBm fjece whene he was reading was the 53rd of 
Isaiah thnr < Mntosd chapter at*.,the evangelical 
pajajhBtra w,«Hb *aaiwooudfd-foB(t)̂ ;trBnsgressinna> 
£few**>blnieed ior s^r^niqiritaes t̂heiahaatiaemBnt 
wM»Mi)B|ia«adxlNsTfJI>*actf 
wJa».SV*ripet>«» arerfceniedv Ali We like ebeeo 
hnwf ga+iadnVay; :we have trusted every one to his 
•jatnrawrhnjni J&tmh itothulm* oa'.ffittx the 

efmlL )Hafcbeo*ghJi^*aneej(n>tbe 

slaughter, and like a lamb dumb before his shearer,1, 

so opened He not His mouth: in His humiliation' 
His judgment (legal trial) was taken away: and1 

who shall declare His generation? for His rife nV 
taken from the earth." ' 

The eunuch had seen the Iambs slaughtered; but 
they had not shown him Christ He read the' 
Scriptures, but his eyes were not yet enlightened.' 
«I pray thee," said he to Philip, " of whom speaketn' 
the prophet this ? of himself, or of seme other man ? ̂  
Momentous enquiry, on the right understanding of 
which depends our salvation. 

"Then Philip opened bis mouth, and began &i 
the tame Scripture, and preached unto him Iters'." " 

Jesus! Oh, what a word! Jesus, Seviout! 
Jesus, the LAMB slain from the foundation of dm* 
world; Jestis, the Lamb of God who beareth away 
the sin of the world. ' ' " ' ' 

In that word Jesus is comprised the Whole ̂ uW* 
pose of God for man's redemption. •* " 

Jesus gives repentance and full remission of atf 
sins. . " "'"' . ' , , 

Jesus gives His Spirit with power over self, sin,'1 

and Satan. " , '* ' 'Ui 

Jesus is preparing a place for us in •heaVenv'attd1 

wffl' eome again to<take us to Himfteif. '' 
Light dawned on the dark mind of the Btbiop&m'; 

the Spirit of God breathed upon him. I* th* 
animals offered he saw the eubstitntibn ttf ihV 
victim lor the sinner; in Jesus stain he saw"hnV 
Substttnte; in the blood spilt he sewthetompaartdii' 
of «he Lard Jestis. He saw Jeans to bw tte-'tttte1 

Seetttbe; he saw Jesus in Isaiah Itoe |iN^h^l(«> 
saw has sins laid upon Him, Hi* blood covering'fete1 

sins. 
>.f} l o 

Probably Philip wound up his diseonlrse. nbout 
the Load JeitBV with Hi* ooastoand to the dmeip̂ sa f 
^Go/ye into all 4k*iwotieV and breach the genpcl tot 
e w y sreatfltre. Ba>that beHetnttintad iiJ'taptis«4> 
snail be,saved? he that bafiav4th not1 shntt'W 
damned." ..)•/• \ 1-,-,^'v/r hno 

" And as they went oit their *<?ay, they dattelW a 
oertain water 1 and tike dunuch said; »*e, hnWis 
water; what deth binder!me tb fee taptitedt" '̂ '>n% 

Terse 37 is generally considered to. be an fnxer̂ 1 

poiation; a sort of fcftnttfe, ftdtfed^ by 'tttttrtion. 
Nowhere are we ioW tHat a eoflver^itrn6t Wbe1 

baptized until he believe wftftrfA Me hearth ]&w 
there are who can truly say B0,4fcfdch:l l^yi "if 
thou shalt 'confess witn fhy-mottth the liordf'JeB ŝ, 
and shalt believe in thine heart mt'<GodtllUtffil 

raised Him from the dead, thou' shall bei saved. 
For with the heart man belie'veth mltb':rignWttsw 
ness? and with the mouth eonfesskm fe made Jtdnto 
salvation." And baptism is the ft* HotouoPtiw 
fession. " . ' • ' ' * ' : I",i) 

"He eottnmhded the chariot to stand stiBrWid. 
they* went down both into Che water; boW B h w 
and the euoach." The amner wa*teto«rsed & W 
water; therein he was bcptiaed into OnHfl'i itoMtt̂  
He rose out of tibe wat^,% naWj.man^ui Chriat 

Digitized by Google 



90 THE GOSPEL WATCHMAN- [AWST l* USL 

Jeans; he got a new Christian name; he was united 
to the risen Saviour, and thenceforward he received 
from him, by virtue of his union with Him, power 
to become a son of God, the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, and grace to walk worthy of the gospel. 

" When they were come up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the 
eunuch saw him no more ; and he went on his way 
rejoicing." What a sight for the angelic host! 
What joy in heaven! another soul born into the 
kingdom 1 

Why did he rejoice ? Because he had found the 
Saviour; because his sins were forgiven; because 
he was accepted in Christ 

Philip was caught away from him; his mission 
was accomplished. Was the new-born child of God 
left alone? Nay, not alone; the Spirit of Christ 
took up His abode in the convert's heart; the Lord 
Jesus Himself became His Guide through the 
wilderness! his High Priest, his Advocate, his 
Intercessor. 

"He went on his way/' returned to Ethiopia. 
Thither he carried the glad tidings of great joy, 
and became himself the first evangelist to that 
ifmtiiftfl land. 

The same gospel and the same blessed Saviour 
are meeting every traveller through this wilderaeBs-
world, and each sin-burdened one may see his sins 
laid upon his Substitute; each polluted soul may 
be washed in the blood of the Son of God; each 
unworthy sinner may look to the Lord Jesus and 
live, may accept Him; and forth with he is pardoned, 
counted righteous, filled with the Spirit of holiness, 
made a king and priest unto God* and an inheritor 
of the kingdom of heaven. 

Now, reader, which will you do? Will you 
reject the message of mercy ? will you turn your 
\mk on Christ? If so,,your dooto is fixed, your 
condemnation passed by yourself; and you will go 
away sorrowful, burdened with sin, without God 
and without hope. 

Or will you accept Him ? 
Is it an onerous thing to close your hand upon a 

gift? It it so hard to believe Godt Has He not 
said—* 

14 All we like sheep have gone astray: we have 
turned every one to his own way"? 

Can you assent to that? 
Has He not also said— 
"Jehovah hath laid upon Him [Jesus Christ] the 

iniquities of us all'9? 
Can you give God credit for telling the truth in 

these two particulars? 
Set to your seal that God is true; give the lie to 

Sftfwif. and your, evil heart, when they contradict 
God; let God be true. 

Close then with God's offer of Christ} accept 
Him; renounce self in all its phases; fwd take 
Cbfist to be your Saviour from the penalty.qnd 
ft»mthep^werof ei|i; andtheuyouaiap 

Pages for Believers. 

THE HIDDEN MANNA—A WHITE 
STONE—AND A NEW NAME, 

HE promise addressed to the overcomer in 
Pergamos is blessedly adapted to the heart 
of the faithful in all times. "To km 

that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna, and will give him a white sfems, and in the 
stone a new name written, which no man knowdh 
saving he that receiveth i t" (Rev. ii. 17.) 

The premise is to the individual ovewemer, as is 
each of the other addresses to the seven Church* 
Owing to the Ohnrch having failed, the question 
now is one cif ^jtttfeaTrcqpowtttfty. In the 
period to which the epistle to the Ohuroh at 
Pergamos refers, we ted three great evil*— 

Firstly. Dwelling where Satan's throne is. He 
being " the prince of this wotid" (John *iv. 30), the 
Church has thus risen to a place of recognition and 
ascendency, instead of being poor and contemptible, 

Secondly. The terrible evil of having m it the 
seducing doctrine of the false prophet Balaam, who, 
having failed to God's people, then sought to 
join f£flm in affinity with the world; and 

Thirdly. There an those in the assembly who hold 
the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes—for here there wai 
the actual teaching, the allowing of evil deeds. With 
these three dark evils abroad are contrasted then 
three bright promises to the individual overoomer. 

The Lord. Jesus speaks of Himaelf in John vi, 
as the Bread which came dawn from heaven in 
connection wish the manna which was the wiUerne» 
food for Israel, openly spread oat around the ounp, 
to be gathered fresh every morning1. This was for 
the sustaAunent of Gedw earthly people. Be He 
has provided for as now "the living Broad," era 
the Son of God, who gives life b e u v i t t b ; end it 
is by mediae; upon Christ, or living in eammmioo 
with Him, that we are refreshed an* stresgtheeed 
for the way. His strength becomes bar strength. 
His joy beoomes oar joy. Whatever He has, we 
thus appropriate. This is done, of ooufese, only by 
ootmnnnmn with Christ feeding upon Him. And 
as in food for the body, when we eat it, we appro
priate it, making it part of ourselves, and from it 
derive rapport, so alto is it with our aoals when we 
feast on the bread of heaven. If this be whtt 
the manna means, what does the Wkftw mm* 
signify t 

As Israel journeyed through the wilderness there 
was a golden pot oontaiiing this manna onteredto 
be kept in Hie ark, for a memorial when they entered 
in rest the land- of piMriao Tommdlng them rf 
their past journey, and of what they had enjoyed 
daring it, and, above «11, of the Lord's fSafchfobesi 
in supplying* their" every need. And so, tor as, the 
promise of easing the bidden tnaantv ohall b» the* 
eternally blessed remembrance &la fclflerinff Chw 
on earth, aioo*oottl«ha*B JearhtH4»«n ftity**' 
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munkm. Thus, as in John vi, not only do we find 
the Lord Jesus under the title of the " living Bread," 
that from which «w derive our life, but also He is 
"the Bread of God," that in which God Himself 
finds all Hie delights centred; and so it will be, for 
we ahall have the everlasting enjoyment of fellow-
dk%r with God in His delight, in a once humbled 
Cfcrist; eon shall be the same kind of joy, though 
of eoorie of a different measure. 

In addition to the eating the hidden manna, is 
the promise that the overeomer shall receive "a 
vkiu rime," and in the stone a new name written, 
blown only to the one who receives it This doubt
less has in it the thought of Hie ancient custom of 
giving a Tote in favour of any one, by way of a 
msxk of approbation. And so Christ will give this 
met mark of approbation on the morning of the 
nsaneetioa to the one who in the midst of much \ 
ram sod opposition has been faithful to Him, 
thsigh down here, misunderstood by all around, 
am by true Christians, And on this white atone 
AdLVe inscribed a new name, known only to the 
(me who -gives it -and to the receiver. This new 
HV we viake for ourselves; each day, as it were, 
patting some letter or part of a letter into it, in 
solemn yet blessed connection with our living in 
dtfly communion with the Father and with His 
8sn Jeans Christ. The new name depends on the 
different characters of our service, which vary in 
etch saint 

We repeatedly find in the Bible the name signifi
cant of the character of the servant: thus Jacob 
ngbfly iMwitol his name, for he was a supplanter 
(On. xxvii 86), but he received his new name of 
Iarml after, the hfUow of his thigh was out of joint, 
sad aa a prince he had power, with God and with 
man, aad prevailed. Jtoses is another who reoeived 
his name from an incident in his infancy which 
characterised his whole after course of separation; 
aa sAb the new name of Peter given to Simon son 
of Jopas (a dove), Mary of Bethany was charact-
earttyltofirtdhesatatthefoetof Jesus (Luke 
XfJefajL, xii), as well in the valley of the shadow of 
death as in the supper-room. Paul in his long life of 
firithful service, in face of many dangers and much 
<tyPftft*i»; l ^ j t e t o 
lqf jttldnea for the blessed Master, whom he once 
fail denied, together with many others, bring to 
oar minds varied characteristics in service, each 
growing up as precious fruit to Him for whom it is 
— ^ * * , 

And though there are public joys in heaven, 
common to all, thousands and thousands of saints 
joining in the song of praise, as surely there are 
joys we share in Christ together here. Yet Hie 
must have our individual affections as well as our 
more general ones. As we have learnt Christ down 
here, so shall our souls in the glory privately enjoy 
this fellowship with Him, with which no stranger 
shall intermeddle. If we could really enter into 
the solemn truth that each day of our lives tells 
according to its results on eternity, how it would 
lead us, through God's grace, to live watchfully, 
laying an embargo on every word and action and, 
above all, specially watching that from Which our 
words and actions spring—our thought*—tlpt Christ 
may indeed dwell richly there, our mind being set 
on things above, not on things on the earth. Blessed 
as the reward is, when the overeomer receives it, 
most fully will he prize it, not only for its own 
value, but also as a token of the love of the Divine 
Giver. Yet let not the thought of the reward be 
our great incentive, but rather the glory of Him 
who has called us out of darkness into his mar
vellous light, in order that we may show forth HI* 
praises. Then all will go well with us, until the 
time when journeyings and conflicts shall be ill over, 
and He shall come and receive us to Himself, aooordr 
ing to His promise; and so shall we ever be ntfth 
the Lord, there to feast in unbroken communion «n 
the hidden manna, when we receive the white stone 
in which is written the new name. H. W. T« 

niLli. 
"I SHALL BE SATISFIED" 

YEN now my heart is ravished 
With my Saviour's precious love; 

And, as hasting on to glory* 
DaUy I His sweetness prove. 

Though He leads to Utmg pastures, 
And I taste a touring tide, 

Yet,untai^HkUai*v, 
I shall ne'er be satisfied. 

Many a song He rivee to brighten 
All the long and dreary night; 

Many a cup of joy He gives me, 
For in m* IE* has de&ht 

Surely, with such love abounding, 
I could give up all beside; 

Btffi, I'm sure, until I see Him, 
I can ne'er be satisfied. 

Oh, my heart, with grace uplifted, 
Would each fiery trial stem 

But to gaae upon the Vfcior, 
Deeked with m » y * tifdjptt 1 

Him to see, I've sweet gearings, ., 
Who for me onoe bled and <fied; 

An4Ik»ow,taiIbehoWHijat 
I can nskr he satiated* * 
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fn n j,[ p ^ #HhiHlm, I know, are treasured 
P h i * 

7. i t 

> i i . • 

r.r -n 

J .: , 
l f > : 

f 

,. Strait titogs, both new and qM; 
But His love, His heart's affection, 

Choicer ifc than finest gold; 
lYOhwgeles* ***>* than death e'en stronger, 

r, For my Love was crucified; 
Aitd tint iT these eyes behold Him 

*, i, I Mfc«**«r b© satisfied/ 

*;'8fcmitiiB day^dawtt wfil be breaking!, 
t + And lie^hwiowsfleeaway; 

NdWt by; faith, hi j<# ana gladness, 
I a*aifc the oomisy day; 

For I knew my soul is safely 
''f [ HfAderf In His wounded side; 

^Bdafaqn, He tfweetiy tellame, . 
I shallr soop be satisfied. 

Lo! He tells me now His secret, 
Gilding o'er each gloomy trial; 

,' (Belling me^ in lore's low whisper, 
It i*but "alittle while;" 

Yds, for soon, to brightest glory, 
' HB ririlL fetch *w*£ His wrid^ - > 

Than I '11 shine in His'own Jikeneea* 
And be <Sve* satisfied! 

) t 

'Notices. 

WK shall be grateful to those of our readers to whom the 
£ * t bafl tmpkrted the « f t of writing for thepretftif they 
m l ( l ^nd/Tu3 priginal articles, narrative or otherwise, 
suitable for this magazine or for our Gracious Words 
j&ndM&k, whichwe shall/soon be preparing for thecoming 

We Are Qonstanil^ hearing of blessing through our 
_ , and our readers might have fellowship in our joy in 
L>se*Vi<*,itf thiy *ottld user the gift the Lord may hav* 

j p p j ^ ^ i^ (^ritwg for our papex, 

u * i t e * l * t t i « * t t W " W t t G08P15L WATCHMAN-
Numbers of tiris 'Magazine are made up 

at ttb^MPqtfng cheap nates: 
260 for 10s. 500 for 20s. 

These will be found very tftefui for distribution. 
M i i'l*1' I r -: 

t , { J&LBEi QJ»OXTULTWN OF TRACTS, 

W B have continuaUxkppHcatibDasovGrants o'fTmrtsfrbm 
those who arp matte to b u y » laxgeiy ad itM6y would, but 
who have great opportunities of Karculating theiA, ted while 
we send out a very eonsid«abie number free* wb are unable 
to meet the riqanepiWyd if aay 4£ chir readers. feel led to 
send us any donation £fe tMapatfpam, we hhaU.be grateful, 
and will send out Tracts and B * * s tol the fullest value for 
the amount. .! :.- '. i r .i T 

i3#caujr*pr-iL^erppokfr, , ., . , 
stx^t rum a M i*r=ctttefc±3 

Aduertisements. 

THE GWLDiaitAJCBj or, Tr ]^ in £ove for 
the Children of God, JPr̂ oe Ch^Penfty,, 

OOMTHTTS voa T I I I ttovn.—TherBeainniiun of Gospel History— 
VII. The OhUd Jefts'ff tertattiL ' " I s S ^ o i i k h t t . * 7 The Holy 
Anointing. Oltar Sigh* Frt«*«mte/ f t * IhBpirwf Word. The 
LightofHiaOountonww*<Bqs^y)7 IfetaaaQ* Bepfi* 

TH E MISSIOWAiJIT E C S O : A Beeertl of Labour 
lor the Lor^ fa other Lands. Pribe (Me Halfpenny. 

LONDON: JAMBA*.**JL1«»a» IM; HKOhf fofeBT, W.; 
a m 1% rAsat**tt*a*s4u*a*»laVt.' ! 

NOW READY. i ' - i 

THE KEVISED r^fifeEilSit 
*i •. a t ".' II 

.••1.! I'.-U 

NEW TEBTABOTT, 

1, 1 • • ! 

IN VARIOUS SIBB8 * BtfYUES OF frlRDBre, 

From //- tfp to'36/-. 
MAT ? B QBTAINKP POB^ISLBB *OF 

JAMBS Ei HAWKINS, 36,, BAKBB »TftKETt WM 

AND I*, P A M W « W 9 ( W A ^ M . , 

/w^ i W W W , J>r«» 2/ftf (7fc«. 

NOTES AND REFLECTIONS OK TH4 !MffTLK 
TO THU WtTLIPPIAWS. Bytiielate A n̂rtfAfBiDEAjr. 

V A mdre ftiart ostttl* interest kttach^^to « s ' ^ m i l Ddt jttdotii 
volume, inasmuch as the beloved author, haymg completed hu wxk, 
fta jSe^Tn Jesub btfere its ihibficatiofl.̂  Wftofridwfi hive ktt 
greatly indebted to Mr, Pridham's notes on other Epistles, and we vtry 
*wmtify bomaietid tMs and then 16 d*r deader*; at cp«a»JlI» jirtPfg; 
doctrinally sound, and critically able expositions ot the pgrtioMcf tbt 

BXPOSFTOKY WORKS' 
ST THE LA^E ARTHtJS PBIDHAM 

REPUCTION IN PRICB. 

Notw and Refleotiov op* the Pju&pi, 
Second Edition, revised. 620 pp. Crown ftvo; 
doth, 8s. 6d. Meikmvtoty 

"Qur reader* are afe-eaA? favounftly Smpraued tffch, the-flank 
and labours of Mr. Pridham. The present volume wUl IK» amply 
sustain, but add to his reputation. While he has chosen his wjects 
wisely, he has workedjtbem cmt with aWlty rnL^' * "*~ ,~ 
are devbted lb those Psalms which relate ifcrt 
and wprk of lhe^essiah-"r-CAnr/«»fl Wftmts*^ 

thd ftomiuis. Third Edition. 46Tpp. 

ttM^enba 

Not̂ ff and Reflectwnfe 011 tWFiM f EiMle 
to the 0o*ir,thiwiv flte^ fci^ ^ , ^ ^ ^ 8 / S 

Wotes and R^flectfions'^n1^^ Sbbtt*4 
^ «piflU^iiieD*rtaih^ss, 176 W . Ctoth, M>j 

the lptS«Uiu. SoaaBfitI<tef^J*FS 
• • • 4» j .a4. . . • ' ' • ; • • . . _ _ 

and Hebrews, are fiul oftbe freest riew*1 « d m n e mu£7aad 

LONDON: JAMES E. HAWKINS, S6, BAKER STBJOE&W^ 
Am it, rarxftirosTMft S^VABB, B.O. 
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m^mmmmm u t COMETH WITH ClOUDSj 10 £ V E R Y EYE SHALrSFp",..-^ 

WATCHMAN, what of the n^hi? 
The watchman said. The morning 
cometh, nod also the night: if ye 
will enquire, enquire ye: return. 
come.1' (Isaiah ixt u.) 

•• SON of man. I b**e let thee * 
watchman unto the house of Israel; 
therefore thoti shaft hear the word 
at my mouth, and warn them froua 
me." (Kxckicl xxxiti f.) :Ki l>:m i fc VHMV H'*/ , V C 1 

mi JJ.'AM 
s,36,Bft] 
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TAKE GOD AT HIS WORD. 

V aged womam lay upon bar death-bed. 
" Ton seem fll/' said her pastor. 
" Tee,* *Jie replied, "I 'm dying." 

"Are yon afraid to die ?" 
She looked up, surprised that her pastor should 

aak mieh a question—he who had so often preached 
that the sting of death was removed, and pointed 
out the certainty of passing away to be with 
Christ 

"No," she testified, "God knows I'm not afraid 
to die; I HAVH TAMH Hm AT HIS WORD." 

Reader, have YOU taken God at His word ? Do 
you give God credit for telling the truth f 

Just take these words of God. 
Fas t -
About sin. 
"All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 

turned every one to his own way," 
Again— 
"All hare sinned, and some short of the glory of 

God" 
Can you set to your seal that God is true f 
Have you yourself not gone asteay as a silly 

sheep? axe you not going your own way and not 
Goffsway? 

Take God at His word, and say in your heart, 
"Tea, Lord, thy word is true. I am oonvinoed of 
my sinfulness; I am a sinner; I am lost!" 

Seoondly— 
About the Amour. 
"And the Ldrd! (Jehovah) hath laid on Hup 

(Jesus) tfc# wiqjtfty of us all" 

" Who His own self bare our sins in His own 
body on the tree." 

Count these words true; believe them, and say, 
"Amen. Lord, I believe that thou hast laid all my 
sins on the Lord Jesus, that thou hast punished 
Him instead of me." 

This is faith, the link between the sinner and the 
Saviour-

Taking God at His word and believing are the 
same. There is no difficulty or mystery in faith. 
Coming to Christ is believing on Him. "Come 
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest." To receive Christ is to 
believe. " As many as received Him, to them gave 
lje power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on His name." 

To lay hold on Christ is believing, We have 
fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before 
us. To feed on Christ is to believe. "Whoso eateth 
My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life." 
To look to Christ is to believe. " Look unto Me, 
apd be ye saved." 

To take God at His word is an infallible remedy 
for all doubts and fears; God hm spoken. God is 
true. God uses our common words to express His 
meaning in order that we nay understand jHim. 
God is to be believed, trusted in, rested upon, 

Listen to God, and God only. Be sure that ̂ hat-
ever thoughts or answeringB arise in your heart 
contradictory to the ward of G#d aae untrue. 
Don't be casting about for some excuse for continuing 
in unbeliefs' Reject every imagination of the heart; 
oeaee front every effort to think, or say, order; woevve 
evtoy wotd of God, and heed nothing else* Rest 
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satisfied with the person and work and word of 
Christ 

Just take the other words: 
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 

My word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, HATH 
everlasting life, and shall not oome into judgment, 
but is passed from death unto life/1 

Are not these the words of the Lord Jesus ? 
Are they not true, and easy to be understood? 
Did the Lord Jesus mean what He said ? 
You have heard God's word about sin, you believe 

in God who sent Jesus to die for your sins; now 
affix fhe seal of your faith, and know that here, and 
now, you have eternal life; that judgment was passed ] 
on you at the cross; that you have now passed from 
the death and condemnation of sin .tUrtef the risen 
life of your Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 

If you say, " I do believe all this, and yet I am 
not saved," issue is joined between you and the 

: word of God. 
God says one thing, and you say another. 
If you say, " I do believe that God, who is love, 

gave Jesus, His only Son, to shed His blood on 
Calvary's cross for sinners; that Christ died for 
our sins, according to the Scriptures; that He was 
buried; that He rose again the third day, according 
to the Scriptures; and yet I am not saved "—then a 
controversy arises between you andGod* God pays one 
thing, and you say the contrary. Which is true ? 

Observe God's love in reasoning with us. He 
pays* " If we receive the witness of men, the 
witness of God is greater." Tou are in the habit 
of giving credence to the word of your fellow-man, 
surely God's word is better deserving of belief* 
When you are walking on the road, you ask your 
way of a stranger, and show your faith in his word 
by following the direction he points out Tou 
would not make a man a liar by doubting his word. 
Mark the alternative, " He that believeth not God 
hath knade Him a liar, because he believeth net the 
record that God gave of His Son." Why make 
God a Mar by disbelieving His word? 

Tom see, my reader, that you are on the horns of 
a dileintna. > 
' If you say you beHeve, and yetYare not saved, 
yo* contradict God. * 

If you don't take God at His word, you give Him 
the lie. 

Tou must either consent to what God s*y% and 
come to the conclusion at onde—"I believe, and 
therefore I have eternal life;" or oouferadict God, 
and say, " I believe the word of God, but I have 

not eternal life; I don't know whether I am justified 
or not." 

Hasten, then, this moment, to confess Christ, tat 
take God at His word, and give Him the same 
credence that you give to the word of an upright 
man, and say, "I am a sinner; I feel I am lost; 
but I believe that Jesus Christ came into the world 
to save sinners, I believe God's word, lHim that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out1 I 
count these words fame, 'The Wood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanseth from fill sin/ He gave Himself 
for Us With the object Hhat He might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto TtnfrfNtf a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.'91 

<<. u*. 1 CHBYNB BRADY. 

"A FRIEND OP SINNERS." 
UATTMWW ** W. , 

ND is there a Friend for sinners IP 
A Friead who will hfittt their prayers, 

A Friend to whom they may jr îisper 
Their sin* and sorrows, and ourqaP 

A Friend who will keep ttiji promise, 
Whose gentle and tender free ; ' 

Wfll welcome them to His bosom, 
Overflowing with ]#ve and graoeP 

AA*isthere.ai^ien4^'»iAWW^ 
. A J'riend.wlp will kindly stoop 

f o comfort the broken-hearted, 
And solace the souls that droop? * ' 

A tfriena* who* will t*um the Adkh, 
And banish thai* d a * despair,: ] : 

Will filter earth's dens and hovels, 
And scatter His mercies t&ere P 

And is there a Friena for sinners P 
To answer their abject need; 

A Friend who will show Himself friendly, 
Not only in word, but deed; 

A Fxiend who will gather the outcasts, , , 
And shelter the homeless poor; 

A Friend who will feed Art httrfgty 
With bread from the heavenly store P 

Thereis«u<&i*Friettdft»l4nneis! 
His name is the Prince of Life; 

And once in our lowly îatu êf 

He shared earth's trouble and strife. 
A Friend—no other is like film; 
' So noblfc, so pttktit, so'trav i 

That all who are blessed with His fria^daWp ,. 
Want o$em to ^ w ^ m foo*K 

Then ô >me to thia Friend of sinners! , 
Ye hopeless and guilty, come: 

Te wandfaras, wretched utxi weary,1 

Come, make His bosom your hoQ*'' 
His mercy will aid you w$ep dyiafc * 

Hie W e will be true tjO(th? end; 
He calls—He is waiting, poor sinner, 

Is waiting to nudes thee fifeftisMl 
WILLIAM Lur*-
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THE CITIES OF REFUGE. 

EIH0VAB7S dealings irith the children of 
land are fell of instruction and profit 
Prominent among these ia the divine ap-

pwtnat of the mx cities of refuge* Here we 
tot tftrded us a striking illustration of the fall 
pviWtt Ood has made in the gospel for the 
num, If wo torn to Numbers xxxv. 9, we read 
the deer instructions given by Jehovah on this 
aftjttt: 

• And the Latd spake unto Moses, saying9 Speak 
into tke ehfldrea of Israeli and say unto them, 
Wlta ye be eome over Jordan into the land of 
(haua; tikes ye dial! appoint you cities to be cities 
«f nfegeftryou; that the slayer may flee thither, 
whiAkllleth aay person at unawares. And they 
dafl be unto yon cities for refuge from the avenger; 
fhtf Che mandayer die not, until ha stand before 
fe aggregation in judgment And of these eities 
vtich ye shall give aut cities shall ye have for 
nApi Te shall give three cities en this side 
faint, and three eities shall ye give in the land of 
Oman, which shall be cities of reftige. These six 
efts shall be a wfage, both for the ohildren of 
tad, and for the stranger, and for the sojourner 
mag them': that every one that killeth any per-
w tnawsree may flee thither." 

Rom the verses that follow we learn that these 
ax cities, three of whkh were situated on the 
ttffan ode of Jordan, and three on the western 
nde of the same river, were set apart for the safety 
<rf the poor mandayer, as distinguished from the 
notaer. Jehovah's mercy would not permit the 
•layer to be Without shelter from the anger of the 
**wger of blood He also ordained that they should 
be m situated as to be near at hand whenever and 
by whomsoever, whether stranger or sojourner, they 
•ere required- The clearest instructions were given 
on the subject The cities themselves were easy of 
»*»ai They were to be set apart, and publicly 
aafe known. The unfortunate manslayer would 
bwwefcaetiy whieh way to turs, and whereto flee, 
e*m though the feet of the oVenger of blood were 
pw^eloee upon him. Outside the ctty he might 
be in imminent danger from the outstretched hand 
of the avenger; butufcee within the gates, he would 
to perfectly eecute. Bevenge could not reach him 
Owe, The nrtmeut hi* feet torched the precincts 
tf lie city of MAige he oouM breathe freely, and 
fcrfthnatff secure. The gates would be doled 

behind him, and there the revenger of blood must 
return the sword to its scabbard. These things 
were to be a statute of judgment unto the children 
of Israel throughout their generations and in all 
their dwellings. What a lovely provision! How 
merciful in its design and object, and truly worthy 
6f the gracious Jehovah from whom ft emanated I 
We notice then particularly that, Ood having made 
the providon, it remaned only for the unhappy 
mandayer to avail himself of i t Without this the 
mty of reftige conld be of M servioe to him. The 
moment he apprehended his danger he was to flee. 
If the revengtrof bioed found him at any time 
without the borders of the city.off retfage, he could 
day him with impunity. He owed it therefore to 
his OWB safety to put forth all his energy to reach 
the portals of sedtority without delay It would 
have been foolhairiinestf in the extreme to loiter 
along the road, or to sit down -frith {juiet indiffer
ence, and to say,> "If I am destined to escape, I 
shall eaofcpe. There is no need to hurry; I can wait 
a little time; and take it easily." 0h no! He 
would indeed have been foolish who airgued thus 
with hiniaelf. There wan but one thing to do, and 
that Was to escape for his life, and at once. The 
elders at the gate of the city would see from afor 
his rapid strides toward' them; their ears would be 
open to hiii as he pleaded his «use, and set forth 
his claim to admission; and having once made good 
his plea, the honour and stability of the ordinance 
of Jehovah compelled them, as in duty bound, to 
afford to him the shelter he sorely needed. Within, 
he Jrae as safe aa the laws of God could moke him, 
so long a* he remained there; without, he was 
exposed to imttfoettt danger. Within and without, 
how great the difference! 

How, in compering tile appointment by Jehovah 
of the cities of rdhge with the ample provision 
made for the poor sinner in the gospel, we observe 
many points of similarity as well as of contrast 
The contrasts we may briefly notice are these: 

Fir$t. With the poor mandayei it was only a 
question of temporal safest and pfein this world. 
As regards the trembling sinner who has fled for 
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before him 
(Heh. vi. 18), " whidi hope," says the apostle, "we 
have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and sted-
fest," it is a question of eternal salvation and ever
lasting life. 

fktfindly. The mandayer who found a refuge in 
the city was not to be wholly exempted from judg-
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ment, as we learn from Joshua XJL The believer 
has passed from death unto life. For him there is 
and can be no judgment The Lord Jens Christ 
has borne the judgment and the penalty. "Thefce 
is therefore now no condemnation to them whidh 
are in Christ Jesus." (Bomans viii. 1.) 

Thirdly. There was the possibility, although not 
the probability, of the manslayer felling into the 
hands of the revenger of Mood if ever he ventured 
outside the gateb of the city. The believer in Jesus 
is eternally secure. He can never perish- He is 
kept by the mighty power of God into sakafckm, 
and will eventually be presented before the thronfe 
with exceeding joy. 

The points of similarity are these, ataong others: 
Fird* It was Jehovah the Lord who appointed 

the cities of refuge to be set apart, and gate 
directions aocordingiy. The idea was divine in 
its source- It did not originate with the Levifcee, 
nor with Moses, nor any of the children of IaraaL 
So it is with the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the 
sinner's only refuge from the wrath to come. He 
was the Lamb of God's own providing. "God 
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son," and God "has set Him forth to be a Prince 
and a Saviour." Mo human mind could have 
compassed so divine and complete a plan for the 
salvation of sinners* To Him be all the praise 
and the glory. Amen. 

Secondly. AM before noticed, the advantages of 
the city of refuge were of no avail to him for 
whom they were designed unices deliberately 
appropriated. So again it is with the Lord Jesus 
Christ: "He is able also to save them, to the 
uttermost that whs unto God by Him" The 
manslayer had to flee to the city, aw) th« pinner 
must come to Jesus* Jesua stands with ^pen arms 
and loving heart, ready to receive, to shelter, to 
save eternally. "Come unto me" is Hjfe loving 
invitation. To delay is folly and madness* Judg
ment sure and folemn must certainly fall on all 
those who are not in Christ! 

"Oome now, just as thou art, 
Nor longer stay away} 
In y ondsr sky diss out 
The fading light of day. 
The night is ooxping on! 
The darkness and the gloom 
Foretell the ristog stotro,' 
But Jesus bids thee oome." 

w. H. F. c. 

"DOIFT SPEAK* TO ME OUHHOSE 
THINGS.^ / , 

WAS travelling in a steamboat not long 
ago, when, just at landfoft I wife toeosted 
by one whom I had knowii'BomeTearaagi 

as a fellowJabouwr* in the goapeL AJhsf< asking 
about his relations, and of hi*, tforidly poapectj 
(which, if one might judge from x>utw«d appeat 
Kttce, were good), I said, ^ W ^ w4i^utj|irituai 
matters, my friend?" Said he, "Oh, I k*ow,;tat 
don't talk to me.about those things I(ha?e*wen 
them up.79 A^d wepsrt^ui^frjfwf^orewiKdfi, 
and "the way #f tettMflretaofs is, hard f ifrgpg* 
his can Haver you, my friend, tfreft aafttap »wM 
P^^JJS y*u don't like to be told you are a^er , 
mft that? you too* if unsaved, ore t̂tiftgJIwapettLe 
end from vbwb no change tmM # « K ; 8 " 
passing strange it ia that men dislike tth* soud d 
gripe and love, and, like J?elix, put off from day to 
day the eternal interests of the eouh 

Oh, be warned! be warned! Ixoadof assinW 
God whose last words* «s he passed away, W 
^Chi^t; ChrLat, Christ I Amen, Am^DlM Hefcri, 
like Baal,.lived Christ, and was going to be with 
Him* What will your end be? Qh* think *My 
my Christies* friend, and be saved! I MOO ipadtf 
a young physician, the.son of m godly mother; h* 
began a practice in. a village which soon beeame 
extensive, He WQS brought amenj^t godly people, 
and was really led to pee h»imepi£ 99 a sinner, and 
the extent of his sins aa very grpa^ JHe listened to 
the solemn presentations of goqpel truth* and was 
penetrated with deep conviction* *£ sin. HU m-
viction of the absolute fteoe*sity ofrepentanoe was 
pungent on4 fcriptvali ,aq4 hp promised himself, 
his friend?, &*A his Sftvieur thftt h* wwM r^nt, 
asd be a Christian, and, attend to th* eerviccef the 
Xiord. Bux JUI wo«w>^ox wflcs^ra; He Relayed, 
but not to find a. convenient epaso^ His delay, 
which he only intended -should he temporajy, *»• 
fatal i As it #eemed God i was i griewed>, aresfatod, 
departed to* hi*, and the I s m fcpirito, more 
wioktod than the first, which at! then beginning 
appeared to have been «pelted, ntomai, pca**^ 
and wnMWhim, Bten^loftgw ftftMRFiffr*: 
no m<w* was he DojKgriwd j&rofcjusiqg&nilbtW 
jwt fom d̂ in the, place ,$f praye^, be{pv(ft4e4 the 

| ministry <tf the werd of i^r#^^tTJftigtkpff>-
feuity wd 4rinkj*»i»d pther fqiw q£v£fp,acffpt4; 
and, worst] of aU, be peeing to v f t i ^ f l t e j P u f e 1 
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ttrtn in sin, Bttame a leader of the ungodly and 
profane, sedffed at religion, and ran to every " exoess 

That sinner, though unwilling and depraved, did 
prsach fhe ttuth-^-not by his life, tor it wis un
godly, but by his death he did proclaim its necessity. 
He was soon seised with an incurable disease, and 
then, as if conscious of his terrible situation, and 
as if determined to stifle the voice of conscience 
and bury all thought and memory, he took opiates 
nnt9 he was mad, and died as a fool dieth. 

He placed himself in the hancfas of those as un
godly as himself, who suffered no Christian Mends 
to approach him, and thus came his sad end, or at 
least as far as his life here below is concerned, lost 
and undone, without hope and without God in the 
world. Oh, sorrowful sight! terrible end! 

What a Wasted life) What blasting of fond 
hopes! What sending the hairs of the fond mother 
with sorrow to the grave! What a sacrifice! What 
precious time lost and spent in the stervice of the 
god of this world! ' What folly is aB this, and yet 
thousands 'five and die like this. Oh, my friend, 
will you be so madt Will you refuse Him that 
ipeaketh from heaven, and the testimony of the 
Spirit as to the value of the blood of Jesus Christ t 
What gain was there after all t He preferred the 
world to Christ He could only grasp a little of it 
it is true; but he lost his aoul, his precious soul. 

Oh, what aw you doing with the moments of 
grace given to yon? What are you doing with 
PASDOH, with LOVE, with the Btoon of JESUS, with 
PoRGirxirsss, with MERCY? Are you putting off 
and putting away the day of your visitation? 
Surely the charge the Lord made when on earth is 
still suitable to yoû  "Ye WILL not come unto Me 
that ye migfefr fcvp Jife." Oh, blinded sinner! Oh, 
guilty, lost* and condemned one,, "why will ye 
die?" Can you find a reason for living without 
God an4 salvation* heaven and eternal peace ? The 
voice of His Word, hear it; let it ring again and 
again* Ah, coitae the woids from Calvary, whilst 
the rocks *en£ tod'tye veil is divided in two! The 
dying Saviour cried, " I T IS ronsHxn." Mercy's 
work—lov#, grace; arid pity—hear it again. Hell i 
trembled, but you may not Satan's kingdom began 
to fall, and sw^jjjill be at an end, for He shall put 
down all rule, awL authority^ and power. Do you 
lay yon hove no responsibility 1 Why did He die, 
doyoA think? What need was there, if not to put 
«way sin? 

This age of learning and progress would put 
another colouring on sin. Is there less sin? Is 
man's heart any better? What saith the Word? 
Let this be our guide. Don't let us add to it, or 
alter it one word 

But now freely take the water of life; it is at your 
feet He gives thee dR; but He offers it NOW. 
This is Hu time, not yours. You have to bend and 
take, because of your utterly lost condition. 

Now come, face this question, and let that grace 
deal with you, and He will save you, for He longs 
for i t The Lamb is on the throne, the throne of 
grace; and He who is there desires thy richest 
blessing. He is surely waiting, longing for this. 
His very being there shows us this. If not, why 
does He not come and take those who have believed 
to be with Him? He will give thee drink; thy 
thirsty soul shall be satisfied. You are afar off now, 
but you can be brought near by His blood. (Eph. 
ii. 13.) The blood of Jesus can and does cleanse 
from all sin. (1 John i. 7.) Bternal fife also can be 
had without money, being justified by His blood. 
(Hev. v. 9.) 

Do let me persuade you, for time is so short St 
Paul says, u Knowing therefore the terror of the 
Lord, we persuade men.9' Let not the words of a 
backslider, nor the story of the young physician, be 
lost upta you to show you how subtle Satan is, and 
thus bring you to fece solemnly the question of 
your soul and the interests of eternity. Hear, and 
your sottl shall Hva May it be so, for Jesus' sake. 

1 • H. B. PKAKCIB. 

THE BEST N E W S , 

WO merchants who met daily on their way 
to business generally accosted each other 
With the question, "What is the best 

news?" Usually the answer had reference to the 
buefnefcs in which they were engaged, but oh one 
odcation, when the question was put, the other 
replied, "The best news in the world to-day is, 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 
No doubt the speaker felt what his words implied, 
that all other news were poor in comparison with 
this. 

Was this answer true? Undoubtedly! That 
must be the best news that concerns the greatest 
number of individuals. Worldly news, however 
good, is hot good news to all Good to some often 
means bad to others, but the words quoted are good 
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news to the whole human raoe, and if acoepted as 
God would have them acoepted, will prove to be of 
infinitely more importance than any earthly news 
qould possibly be, the one having a relation* to the 
present, to time, the other to eternity, heaven and 
helL 

Reader, whoever yon.are, this is good news to 
you. In many outward respects the inhabitants of 
the world differ, but all inherit a sinful nature, 
there is no eabeption to this rule. One thing is 
common to all mankind, BIN. One name broad as 
humanity itself, SINNBB. This is God's teetltaony, 
"AXL have sinned; there is no man that sinneth 
not, they are all gone aside, they are altogether 
become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one." Believe it or not, reader, it is an awful 
fact! You have sinned, and the wages of sin is 
death. As a sinner you are already oondemned, 
not waiting to be, but condemned now. Tour 
death-warrant stamped by the great seal of the 
Majesty of heaven, yoq cannot save yourself, friends 
cannot help you, no human arm strong enough to 
effect deliverance; unaided from above, your case 
is hopeless, For Christ declared, " Except a man 
be born agqin, he cannot see—much less enter—the 
kingdom of God/' 

Do you enquire, How shall I escape f Is help 
to be obtained? Thank God for the good news, 
" Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 
Never sueh a journey and work undertaken before, 
never will be again, for a world exposed to death, 
Christ looked at them as one man, and stepping 
from the battlements of heaven, said, "Lo, I come 
to the rescue, I come to save. I take that sinner's 
place, the responsibility testing upon him put it on 
me, the wrath due to him J will bear, the fleath he 
should die I will die.91 , Wpndrous love! the eternal 
Son of God exchanging the palaces of heaven for 
the life-long suffering and crucifixion agonies of 
earth; the only sinless man consenting to be treated 
as the only sinner; the Author of all life giving up 
His own. In no other way could man be saved! 
"Without the shedding of blood'9 (*n4 the shedding 
of blood is God's expression for death) there, could 
be no remission of sin. It was not enough to sweat 
drops of blood in Gethsemane, not enough for those 
long sharp thorns to pierce His brow till the crim
son stream covered His faoe, this shedding of blood 
could not puacbase redemption. He must be nailed 
to a cross. He must be lifted up between heaven 
and earth. HE MUST DIE, Life had been 

forfeited by man, life must be given by man's 
substitute. His life was precious, bat by Hit 
death He finished transgression, made an end «t 
sin, and brought in everlasting righteousness. 

Have you received fids Saviour 7 He offers you 
Th'maAlff and with Himself all thtf benefits that sis 
to be derived from His holy life, and sin-atoning 
death. Seeing your danger, and His gracious offer, 
will you not say, "Blessed Jesus, I know I deserved 
to die, but I thank thee for dying instead of me. 
I accept thee as my Saviour; I commit the keeping 
of my soul to thee; I place myself unreservedly 
in thy hands; I take thee to be my Lord, my God, 
my life, my salvation, my al^ for time and eternity. 
Give me strength to overcome and forsake the sins 
that ooftt thee thy heart? s blood, and to live before 
the world as one redeemed at such a price should 
live* Shall this be so before you lay down thii 
tract? You must either accept or reject Rejecting 
Christ and His salvation, yon seal your own doom, 
Decide your eternal destiny, and the inscription on 
your tombstone might be—"SELF DEST^TED.11 

G. HETIOBH, . 

-!• 

THE ABE. * ;./. 

"And the Lord shut Mm In »~~Gft». f i t 1-W. 

VEH the waste of r̂aters gliding, 
Tempest-tossed, but undismayed, 

In that Ark of Qed's ptotidimg, 
On Him every h<$e now stayed: 

God Hfensotf has shut the door 
Ere the dread destruction hour. 

In tur Jesu*9 what ia needed I 
We a*e not lest safe than He, 

Though we seem to drift unheeded 
On a fickle, treacherous sea. 

How secure! OurArkwfthfa— 
God's own hand has shut us in. 

Bound our keel the waves are surging, 
Storms their awMftrsatenfags lend; 

While the worM is loudly mgfcigv 
Distant still the coming end. 

We are safe from storm or iood, 
Shut in by the hand of God. 

Blessed Ark! w would not guide it 
North, or south, or east̂ or west; 

It is safe, whate'er betide it, 
He who planned will guide it best-

Safe ttu> Ark! whate'ertfceroad, 
«Wt iajrdm #fcrf* shut in * MM 

, I*.T. 
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THE SECRET OF TRUE HAPPINESS. 

trying to tell the story of the cross in 
the city of L , Mass., as I sat engaged 
with the old book one morning in June, the 

door-bell rang. I answered the anil, "Goodmorn-
n&ife" "Good morning, madam.9' "Can I sell you 
tk^mUUe&,Th*PatAm>rtoLjfe; or, The Soon* 
fTmHoppmmt" " lam very happy,* I said, 
"ttskl hare a book also which tells how and where 
tnshqppmess can be obtained; and more than that, 
it also gives me assurance of eternal salvation, the 
knowledge of sins forgiven, and also makes me 
quite sore of being with Jesus throughout eternity. 
And knowing that my soul is safe from the wrath of 
a holy God, my sins having been dealt with in the 
penon of my Substitute, God having raised Him, 
Jesus, from the dead, proving thus that the work 
TM finished, I can say that I have found out, accord
ing to the word of God, the secret of true happiness." 
'1 jwmme," the agent replied, " the book you refer 
to a fee Bible, and what you sqy may be true; but 
ijsrtfrom that book (tho BilU), the book I offer for 
akamot be excelled. The tone of the writings 
at IO highly moral" " Possibly that may be/1 I 
ttnraed; "but morality is one thing, salvation is 
quite another. The words of Jesus to a highly 
ami man, nsmnri Jfioodemne, recorded in John iii. 
7, 'Miivel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
baa spin,'proves this feet Now, friend," I said, 
"kit you in the light of God's holiness seen your-
•df s tat rimer on the road to bell, going on to be 
darned?" "Indeed," she replied, " I have never 
baeakst I have never been en the road to hell 
I dull never he damned. I have always loved Jesus, 
nd tried to live right, and MT HBAVBHLT F I C B B is 
too Had to tan any of His children into helL" 

Alss! poorsouL Deceived, deluded by her** father 
the devil, who was a murderer from the beginning, 
*ri abode not in the truth, because there is no truth 
in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his 
own: for he is a liar, and the father of it" (John 
^ 44.) Never having known her need of Jesus, 
never haying taken her place before God as a lost 
rinaer, she knew nothing whatever of the power of 
the Uood of Jesus on the conscience to give peace, 
* on the heart thus giving rest, yet having her mind 
Morisd by the God of this age, could by lip call 
Qodhsr father. This poor woman was but one of the 
**nj who can talk quite glibly about " my church, 
•y tosr pastor," «id other flesh-plepsing topics of a 

similar nature for hours without fatigue, but who 
know nothing about the new birth. The popular 
religion of to-day was established about six thousand 
years ago, a poor, odd, lifeless, bloodless thing, the 
originator of which " went out from the presence of 
the Lord.91 ((Jen. iv. 16.) His followers shall go 
away into everlasting punishment, banished for 
ever from the presence of the Lord, there to suffer 
the vengeance of eternal fire, and the *ni«nflmg 
gnawings of the undying worm, with the pain of 
the unquenchable fire. 

Header, pause, think. Ask yourself the important 
question: Have I as a lest sinner trusted Christ? A * 
I ready to meet God, for meet Him you must? Have 
I been born again, according to the word of God ? 
"Hot of corruptible seed, but of inoorruptibla, 
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for 
ever." (1 Peter i 23.) God puts a question to 
you—can you answer itf—" What shall the end be 
of them that obey not the gospel of God?" (1 Peter 
iv. 17*) But you may ask, What is the gospel? 
"For I delivered unto you first of all that which I 
also reoeived, hoir that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures; and that He was buried, 
and that He rose again the third day aoooxding tft 
the Scriptures," (1 Cor, xv. 8, 4.) 

Bear reader, such was God's love to you, that oft 
yonder cross of wood hung the loving Son of God. 
"Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? behold, 
and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, 
whieh is done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath 
afflicted me in the day of His fierce anger." (Lam. 
L 12.) listen to Hi* dying cry, u My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me/1 "It is finished." The 
blood has been shed; God has received His portion; 
His claims against the sinner have been met; the life 
of the sinner was demanded; the life of the sinner's 
Substitute was given," that through death He might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, 
the devil; and deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage." 
(Heb. i i 14, 16.) Thus then sin has been put away 
for ever by the offering of Jesus on Calvary's cross. 
Once for all Satan's power is destroyed. God has 
raised His Son from the dead for our justification, 
and Jesus declares, " Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
He that believeth on me, hath everlasting life." (John 
vL 47.) Header, God is satisfied, are you,? Believe 
the gospel, then of a truth you will be able to say, 
"1 too have found out the secret of true happiness." 
Reject it, and you perish. W. £ D. 
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THE HAPPY FABMER 
A TIMER H—— iras a very happy man. 
He was prosperous, and had everything 
that this world could give that would 

increase his happiness. But with all this he did 
not know the real, lasting happiness which is given 
to those who trust in the Lord. (Prov. xvi 20.) He 
was opposed to anything that tended to religion) 
and made his boast in following in the paths of un
righteousness, and delighted in the "pleasures of 
Sin/9 He never thought of going to church, although I 
he was the churchwarden, but spent his Sundays in 
walking over his farm or reading his newspaper. 

Many times did his friends seek his reformation, j 
but when spoken to he would always laugh and Bay, j 
"I am quite happy; I am the happiut man in the 
world." | 

The village was something like the fanner, with-
out the knowledge of the gospel, so a few young 
men detennined to go and preach there. One of 
them was a bright, happy Christian, whose heart 
yearned for those who were living without hope; 
but as he lived some distance, the farmer thought 
be could not do very much harm if he invited him 
to stay at the farm-house, so that he could continue 
his cottage meetings, which were so much liked by 
his labourers. 

The farmer watehed his visitor rather closely, and 
found him to be v$ry happy; and in course of con
versation he ftrand out that it was not money made 
him happy, for he had net any, and was entirely 
dependent on the Lord lor Ids support. It Was a 
paradox for the former; he could not understand it,j 
far the young man had had trials without number, 
and rifaQl he was happy; and as he could not solve 
his problem, he determined to ask his .visitor when 
the opportunity offered* 

Seeing he was alone one dqy» the farmer asked, 
"Are you happy?" 

" Yes,9' he replied; "I oannot help being happy," 
" Is it your friends who jnefee yop happy?" 
"No." 
"Isitmonqy?" 
11 No, I have none." 
"Is it because you have plenty of pleasure?" 
"No." 
" Will you tell me what it is then ?" he asked. 
" Tea, I will gladly," he replied. 
He then showed the farmer how that his happi

ness diet not consist in the enjoyment of an outward 
object,'but of an inward one. 

U I am happy," he said, " bewtpae I know tint 
all my sins are forgiven; and you may have the 
same assurance by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour." 

As he reasoned of sin and its pnnishment, and of 
the wondrous work of Jesus at Calvary, when "He 
bare our sins in His own body on the tree,* and the 
result of His finished work, the former's heart wm 
opened to reoeive the truth as it is in Jesus, and he 
there found the sousee of true joy and happiness. 

He was made happy, and with his heart aid 
voice he sang— 

" I am so glad 
That Jesus IOTOS me." 

From that time he sought the things of the Lord 
Old things had passed away, and all thing! had 
become new, so that he refused to go to the Derby, 
although his arrangements were made. His friends 
who had sought his reformation chided with him; 
and as he spoke of his newly-found Friend they 
laughed, and said he was too religious now, and 
would not suit them. 

Bear reader, do not be persuaded into a reforma
tion, it will not do you any good; for God has 
declared that" ye must be born again* (John 3i 7), 
and nothing short of that will avail. 

u Ye must be born again, 
For so hath Odd decreed; 
NOOTOBKIVIOH will asfflnn, 
' l is ltf$ poor ainpeit need." 

I would ask you, my reader, if ye* are happy? 
Ton may perhaps feel happy, because you have 
everything that your heart could wish fim lot 
may hare prosperity, kind friends, and every «joy-
ment this world could producê  but that is aot the 
happiness that will last through etatrty* If the 
pleewures of the world were taken from yov, id 
adversity we», to ttke thp piffle of prosperity w

 i 

yon saw your, fortune. failing* or your loved tn» 
parsing into eternity, would you be topflt îen? 
If ysi* were laid upon a sick-bed, and brought dovn 
to the brink of the grave, as death's cowhand was 
pkoed upon your head, would you bo hap̂ y. then t 

If by your rejecting God's love you turn aside 
from His ways, and, unheeding His voice, you cross 
the threshold of eternity without hope; as yon 
enter the portals of hell, there to abide for e?er and 
ever in utter despair, beyond the reach of mercy's 
hand, I ask you solemnly, Would you be HAPPT th** ? 
You would not; for the Lord has said that there 
will be weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
(Matt xiii. 42, SO.) But you taay aik,4I How cafl 
I be happy if I know such a portion awaits me?* 
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Ho is a Jw*ppy maa who knows hie out ace for* 
grreo, and has a bright prospect before him of being 
with the lord, to go no mere out for ever; and if 
jeu, dear reader, have not the knowledge of ami 
fcrgiren yot, cannot be happy. " Blessed [or happy] 
ii lie whoee transgpesstoti is forgiven, whofee on u 
osteoid, Blessed is the man to whom the Lord 
ioptiteth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is 
no guilo." (P§. xxxii I, Aw) The way to get 
ksppinees ia to get forgivenes* When I asked the 
turner why he Was happy, he said her could not 
kip being happy, beeause he knew, that every sin 
lad been fcnagiyen. While yob are eartying your 
M ef iniquities about with yen yea cannot be 
happy, far they .will t>uz4on; your aoul and fill your 
Bp^TfithJieWinesa. 

There are some who -say yen eannot know your 
ras or* forgiven until after you are dead; but I am 
rare of this, that if I did not know my sins were 
forgiven I should be most miserable. 

While walking along a eountry road a few Sundays 
igftl overtook a man who was making his way to a 
cboreh some distance 6% and as we were in con
vention I asked him if his sins were forgiven. 

The question evidently took him by surprise, and 
lie sril, "1 shouldn't like to say they were* 

" Wouldn't you ?" I asked. 
"Well, sir;" he said, *'I should Hke to know 

(hey were, but we eannot know for certain that 
God will forgive us; we must wait and see," 

"Indeed!* I said; "that is Something new to 
me, I do not find it in God's word; and may I 
ask where you are going I" 

"To church, sir; for I am a Churchman." 
"Be yon join in the Apostles1 Cfeeed F* 
" Of course I do," he indignantly replied, 
"Then yon say, ' / belitve in the forgiveness of 

nna.' If yon believe in the forgiveness of sins, how 
is it Touis are not forgiven ?" 

He told me he had never thought of that $ and as 
we walked on I showed him how that God could be 
just> *n4 the justifler of those who believe in Jesus, 
and oould righteously forgive on the ground of 
atonement; and before he left me he took God at 
IBs wffrd, and said he knew for a certainty that his 
aba warn feigiven,! and would be remembered no 
mare, (Je&ifWriii, 34.) : > 

Sin teds todeatfc1; for "the wages of sin fr death" 
(Rem: v^^)rbut^rgivenesao^ sin leads to ever-
las*** fife*. k < ^ thou shalt 9 ^ ^ with thy mouth 
% %p*$ Jesus, and ahalt believe in thine heart tha$ 

God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved." (Bern. x. 9.) 

Have you ever thought of what sin is, and what 
its consequences are % You may think you are not 
any worse than others, and you may try to make 
yourself happy and satisfied with that thought, but 
God saya there is no difference, for all have* sinned; 
but when there was none to take pity God clone 
forth in wondrous love and mercy, and gave His 
Sam, the Just for we tfce wtfnst, that we might be 
partaken* of His eternal happmess. < 

If you: wept present happiness you must know 
present forgiveness. Many hope to be forgiven wheji 
they die, and I fear such rest on a false hope; for 
the hope of the hypocrite shall perish, 

The Lord Jesus said to one sick of. the palsy, 
("Ppn, bp ff good cheer; thy m* A*» forgiyen 
thee." (Luke v. 25.) He did not say they would 
be forgiven, but they are; and as the man thought 
of that he glorified God, for he knew.the Son of 
man had the power to forgive sins. If you want 
to be happy come to the One who wfaits witb out
stretched arms willing to embrace you, and make 
you happy during; your lifetime, and all through the 
countless ages of eternity; for " in His presence is 
fulness of joy, and at His right hand there aje 
pleasures for evermore." (ps. xvi 11.) 

F. H. D. ' 
o 

T H E E E " C O M E S , " 
ET us just for *few moments turn to the 
word of God, and there > look at thtte 
" comes." First, the Invitatfon; second, 

the Rewurd; and third, tike Lament. Tou will 
-find the first in Matthew xi. 28: " Corns unto tie, 
all ye that labour and ire heavy Men, and I Will 
giVe you rtst" These are the words of 'Jesus 
Himself, and though they were addressed to weary 
sin-burdened ones eighteen hundred years ago, they 
are quite as applicable to-day to the same characters. 
Let us pause then and examine this loving invitation, 
" Come unto me." Jesus shows here very plainly 
that He was not merely a man; for no man ever 
lived who could say, " Come j*nto me." No; it is 
very clear from this Scripture that Jesu§ was God 
ijnanifest in the fiesh. Who dpes He, invite to cpme 
to Hiif ? The weaqr and J^yrjladeu, tfroee; who 
felt th? burden of thqir sias. fAncf so it, is fehday. 
All wjio feel themselvse to ho.Bippecs m wvftad to 
0Q^fo2jfrfe?nd3i?^ 
jmkiW9*&iatP> His fwftilft^ and!what aest itios 
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to know that all my ana are east behind God's back, I 
and that He will remember them no mote! We 
most know our need of this Saviour. We must 
know that we are sinners before we can accept 
Christ as our Saviour—the "whole need not a 
physician, but they that are sick" And so it is in 
spiritual things; until a man knows that he is lost 
and ruined by sin, he never feels his need of a 
Saviour; but as soon as he sees this he is on the 
right road for salvation. If any who read this 
paper do not yet know themselves to be sinners, I 
would just ask such an one to turn to Romans iii. 
9-23, where he will see what God says of the 
sinner out of Christ " All have sinned." Am I 
not in the " all "T Certainly; and when I believe 
this, not only "because I fed it, but because God 
says it, then I am invited to come to JCSUB, and I 
shall find rest and peace. 

The second "come* you will find in Matthew 
xrv. 34: " Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world.19 This is the reward, and none will receive 
it save those who have responded to the invitation 
just noticed; and what a glorious reward it is! Oh, 
who can tell the blessedness of the kingdom that 
Jesus has gone to prepare for them that love Him! 
If you have come to Him by faith, and are truly 
resting upon His finished work for the salvation of 
your precious soul, you will enjoy this eternal bliss; 
but if not, alas 1 you will be among those of whom 
we read, in verse 41 of the same ohapter, "Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels-" Hell was prepared for 
the devil and his angel* and not for man, and any 
who find themselves in this horrible place will have 
themselves only to blame for it 

The third "oome," the lament, you will find in 
John v* 40: " And ye will not come unto me, that 
ye might have life." These are also the words of 
Jesus, and with what sorrow they must have been 

' uttered. To think that He left the realms of bliss 
to come down to this sinful world, that He was 
fashioned as a man, that by His works He abun
dantly testified a* to who He was, and yet His own 
Would not receive Him, they would not come unto 
Him that they might have life. Anfl are there not 
thousands now of whom the same words may be 
used? They win not come. The invitation is given. 

• Christ has died. The Spirit is willing. Hone are 
L ever cast out who oome as guilty sinners pleading the 
defeth an& resurrection of fesus. Yet sinners wfll 

n o t seme* They will devtfe any length of time to 

making themselves very comfortable down here, but 
not one hour to the weUtoe of their precious soak 
Oh, reader, tWnk of these things! Hemember, 
Christ died for sinners. He came not to cell the 
righteous but sinners to repentant* He sett, jut 
before He gave up His lifo upon the cross, "It 
is finished," The great work of redemption lm 
accomplished. God is perfectly satisfied with the 
work, and He can now accept the sinner by virtue 
of that perfect sacrifioe. I do trust that you wffl 
not put off this great matter, but come to Jens 
now, just as you are; do net wait until you an 
better; tips is a dotation of Satan, who wants to 
keep you from Christ if he can. Came wowj for 
"new is the accepted time; now is the day of 
salvation.99 * W. EL Qom 

ITURN TO JESUS. 
H, turn ye! oh, turn ye! for why will ye die, 
When Jesus the Saviour is passing so nigh? 
His blood is mostjnreeietis, His {paoeissuost foe, 
And this moment He *s ready to give pardon tt tto* 

How long will you linger, His offer refuse P 
How long will you trifle, His mercy abuse P 
The time is at hand for "His anger to bum," 
And then y?u will find it too late to return, 
Youhavepromisedbelore,bu(b have filled m your T0W» 
Will you say it, and keep it, and do it Jutt now .'— 
Will you give up your folly, your wpifc, and yoirvaf, 
And top to[the Loud without further dtlayf 
If you do it in truth, it will he to your tape 
That you clung to His cause, His cross, andJBsntmft. 
When He comes in His glory He will meet ytminto*. 
And give you a home in the glory abate. 
But if, after all you ham heard *nd have known, 
You harden your heart and His offer disown, 
Then I warn you beforehand, 'twill be a dart diy 
For you when the saints are all passing away! 
It were bettor hy for y6u had never been b*Sn, 
Than live hers in sin, and depart jail forlorn; 
For sure as it's written, His presence you 11 Use, 
And your dwelling for ever with flaSasi shall be* 
Oh, turn then to Jesus, while yet there is tfiaoe; 
And here you will bask in the smiles of HJB face! 
And when He is coming to take you away, 
Yon will sing and be happy on that glorious dsy-
Oh, turn then to Jems, and join with onr choir; 
Give your heart unto Him, to be flUed with HM to* 
We're looking, and waiting, and watching fa) betf 
If we oannot discern that Hit footsteps are jwstv 
It<*nnot be long till He's seen in thef iky, 
For th' events of the day-say His coming is nkh. 
Get your harp in good tune, and your neartfuDoflow 
You will need H eB yonder in the siaaiiMis ibom 
I am grieved when I think this oaBtoay be vik, 
That some may go homp to their folly again* 
Mav the Lord in His mercy arrest you with pcwff, 
Ana save you from him whom your eori-wouMdStottr. 
And if we should never sing praise here sgsia, 
we shall praise Him above, and for ever, Amea. 
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GOD LOVES YOU; CAN YOU EEFUSE 
HIS LOVE? 

*Y came round with its sultry but bright 
days, so enjoyable to the healthy and robust, 
but so trying to the weak and suffering. 

As I passed through a noisy street in Bennondsey, 
I felt for a poor dying man I could see lying on a 
sofa in the inner room of a house there. His face 
too plainly told me that he was fast sinking, and9 

a I learnt, without any hope for eternity. To him, 
poor sufferer, the^itpre was a lightless chaos—a 
black night Twioe I tried to get to see him, but 
wse refased, although it was through one of his 
beat friends and neighbours who endeavoured to 
obtain far me the fetrodutftbtt. Earnestly did I 
look to the Lord to open the door df that house to 
me. 

A fcw days after, when coming home from busi
ness early one Saturday afternoon, I was told, to 
my joy, that Mr. H——, the dying man, had sent 
for ma, A minute or two after I was hurrying 
through the street, lifting up my heart to the Lord 
to pre me the right word. When I arrived at the 
*hop I was met by his wife* eon, and daughter, all 
oryiqg Utterly*. X wa? shown up JS very steep 
flight of stairs, and pulling myself up by the rope 
banister, found myself in a clean, neat bedroom! 
with the poor dying mail tying on the sofa. He 
scowled at me as I went in, as much as to say, I 
would never hare sent for you if I could have 
helped it; tat I will make it uncomfortable for 
you. 

I sat doyrn noir him, and said, " I have brought 
you a metatfjft k E .° 

"Well, what is it?19 he asked. 
"Qodlslove/'Iieiaied. 
"What!" he said, lifting himself up in a rage, 

"How dare yon. say that to me! Lore, indeed! 
tatty love, to give me here seven years of awful 
P*tt aeftsufttipfr £ e off ;Out of the room!" 

"Strip!* I&ied. "Whtftiioaasethrough your 
Aop I saw a joung man crying bitterly; who was 
it, my fiSeidr* 

"My soft,* he replied; "sty poor, dear son,* and 
he Ipgfrgfjtfgtegft "apd I don't know how to port 
with him»<. Xhave given him a good education, he 
kas been Ay pride and delight, and now I have to 
put with him; yea, part with him," and the poor 
fellow shook with convulsive sobs. 

"Hark!" I said, "the great God above had a Son 
wfcom Hie loved mem than you lore yours. Your 
lore, compared with His, is but as a grain of sand 

on the vast seashore, or a drop in the mighty ocean; 
but still, with all the love He had for His Son, He 
loved us poor sinners, who deserve His wrath and 
righteous judgment; and sent His Son down to be 
judged, and to die in our stead, that we, through 
faith in Him, might be saved from the wrath to 
come, and have eternal life with Him, Is not that 
love? and cannot we say, God is love? Oh, dear 
H , do come to Jesus and rest! Surely He sent 
you this illness to bring you to Himself. Come 
just as you are—poor, wretched, and vile. He will 
wash all your sins away, make you fit for glory, and 
soon come to take you away to be with Him and like 
Him." 

The hot, burning tears rolled down the poor man's 
faoe as he rocked to and fro, aid exclaimed, "Oh, 
what love! I never knew it before; I see it now." 

Pull of praise to God, who had awakened this 
once hard-hearted man to think of His great love to 
sinners, I dropped on my knees, and poured out my 
heart to the God of love and the One who came to 
do His will and die. 

Many days passed away. The once hard sinner 
mourned over his sins and guilt, and above all his 
former hatred of God and contempt of Jesus Christ 
His Son. And joy, divinely given, filled his soul. 
The nearer his end came the brighter he was, mani
festing to all around his joy, and leaving such a 
bright testimony! One lovely evening in August, 
during an attack of delirium, he passed away, 
dwelling in his wanderings on the One who loved 
him, and gave Himself for him. 

Dear reader, do you know " God is love "? Do 
you know His Son as your Saviour? Can you say 
" He loved me and gave Himself for met" If not, 
what is your hope? Where will you spend eternity? 
Tour good works are of no avail; yottr righteotuhefcs 
is as "filthy rags;" you can but now stand in God's 
presence as a guilty, lost sinner. Oh, if you knew 
this you would indeed feel your need, and go to 
Jesus as you are, and rest in Him as your Saviour 
~-4ke only Saviour. 

'Tis not doing, 'tis not praying, 
'lis not wmping laves the soul; 

God is no w His gzaoe .displaying; 
Jesus died to make me whole. 

Look to Hinij and life-works follow; 
Look to Him without delay; 

Sinner, look! and ere to-morrow 
Thou wilt weep and praise and pray. 

" The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world." (1. John iv. 14.) "God so loved the 
world, that he gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.19 (John iii 16.) "Turn ye, 
turn ye, why will ye die ?*. 

But if you still this call refuse, 
And all His WOWDBOUS LOTS abuse, 
Soon will He Badly from you turn, 
Your bitter prayer for pardon spurn. 
"Too late! too late!" will be the ory— 
" Jeens of Nasareth has passed by" 
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Notices. 

SPECIAL. 
WB shall be grateful to those of our readers to whom the 
Lord has imparted the gift of writing for the press if they 
would aend us original articles, narrative or otherwise, 
suitable for this magazine or for our Gracious Words 
Almanack, which we are preparing for the coming year. 
We are constantly hearing of bleesing through our pages, 
and our readers might have fellowship in our joy in this 
service, if they would use the gift the Lord may have 
imparted in writing for our paper. 

BACK WUMBJBW OF "THS OOlfSL WAIUHUL*.'9 

Parcels of Back Numbers of this Magazine are made up 
at Che following cheap rates: 

260 for 10s. 600 lor 20s. 
These will be found vary useful for distribution. 

TBXE OIBOTTLATION OF TRACTS. 
WB have continually applications for Grants of Tracts from 
those who axe unable to buy as largely as they would, but 
who have great opportunities of circulating them, and while 
we send out a very considerable number free, we are unable 
to meet the demand, and if any of our readers feel led to 
send us any donation for this purpose, we shall be grateful, 
and will send out Tracts and Books to the fullest value for 
the amount. 
n • • , M 

Advertisements. 

MSJt WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE. An 01«8-
tntttd Monthly Paper. Price 2s. per 1QO-

It 1B Admirably adapted for wide circulation, having a lats^ilhtstaa-
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" WATCHMAN, what of the ntglit! 
The watchman said, The morning 
comcth, and also the night: if ye 
-will enquire, enquire ye: return, 
L_mr (Isaiah ixl. iM 

" SON of mail, I h a « set thec * 
watchman unto the house of Israe 1; 
therefore thou shall hear the word 
at my mouth, and warn them from 
me." (Eaeklel mi i i . 7.) 

: JAMB* B. HAWKx*sL86f Baker S 
art lip Paternoster Square, B.O. 

Street, W.; OCTOBER 1, 188L & W. PAmnmwa * Co., 0, Paternoster Bow. 

HAPPY TOM. 
i Isle of Athelney, where King Alfred hid 

himself from the Danes, as* memorable spot 
athe West of England. 

Li ttst neighbourhood many epiritmal eonqnests 
cm tte power of darkness have been witnessed. 

One faupfcy of divine grace was that of Thomas 
D**-, who was wall known as being fer, very ferf 

fata God, by si* and wicked work* He was a 
sfeWft powerful man! and in his reckless course 
would, as a fiarm-workman, sometimes perform 
mrittittl feats of labour. Through this he at 
Iflagth ruptured a Mood-vessel, was laid aside 
frtt aH work, and though he lived a considerable 
Ifate ttffar, the injury eventually brought him to 
the grave, 

Dttring his long illness the writer had many in* 
tsi-rt&w^With him. At first he was so sullen that 
it Wats ptiftftftfl in the extreme. He would roll over 
frhfe Kid sM turn away, as if determined not to 
Bsten'ftf fetstaiotaon. (Prov.i.7.) He was reminded 
of hte afllflti danger, and pointed to HIM whose 
dbatf^blttba<deawsthusfrmc«u (IJohni 7.) 
Btt'MbMir stfcwtf to be in vain, and strength spent 
ft* Wright But BO! although this distressing state 
erf thitifetr ̂ ootttitored to some time, yet the precious 
staff aawalflttiMWWBsnotlost. (Ps. exxri 6.) The 
Fdttfhl FMMristt, who commands the light to shine 
oOtof AttoWrts (2 Co*, iv. 6), shined into his heart 
lite act tfctoe had come. There was a slight move-
riietrf <tf the Mad, an iacKning of the ear to receive 
tttotadsafctt.' ; He hearkened* and hissoul was made 
toHve, (Isat lv. 3.) Quickened from tie long sleep 

of death, and under deep conviction of his guilt, he 
exolaimed, " I feel I am a wicked sinner! my sins 
seem too heavy to be pardoned P9 

The language of poor Tom's heart now might 
have been expressed thus— 

"Lord Jesus, on Thee I venture to call. 
Oh, look upon me, the vilest of all! 
For whom didst Thou languish, and bleed on the tree P 
Oh, pity my augniah, and say, 4,Twas for thee! " 

"I want," said he, "to be able to say, I am saved I 
I hope I shall! I beg the blessed Jesus to pardon 
my sins/9 Thus coming to Him, the God of hope 
soon filled his thirsting soul with all joy and peace 
in believing (Bom. xv. 13), and he now longed to 
be vith Christ One morning he said, '< I shall go 
happy now; I love Him more than my own soul. I 
thought I should have died in the night, and I should 
dearly like to have gone. He will hold out His 
arms to receive me, and I won't be afraid.91 Love bad 
cast out fear. (1 John iv. 18.) 

When cautioned not to trust in a ftdse hope, he 
would say, " It is no flattery, it is from the bottom 
of my heart I must believe in the Lord Jeeue 
Christ. Oh, if I had died before! I shudder to 
think of it!" 

Grace shone brightly in this brand plucked out 
of the fire. (Zeoh. iii 2.) He oould not read a single 
line; yet he grew rapidly. His constant com
munion with bis God and Saviour was really 
delightful. Prayer was the element of his renewed 
spirit; and his fervent cry was, to be "kept in the 
right road." 

Such was his tenderness of conscience, that he 
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would anxiously enquire respecting hia dreams, 
which he feared were sometimes sinful, He would 
say, "It isn't/, is i t?" 

So much were his affections withdrawn from 
earth that, notwithstanding his fits of suffering, he 
longed for the next struggle, hoping it might be the 
last 

He had a couplet, which was a great favourite, and 
oft repeated— 

" Jesus shall be all my plea, 
Jesus lived and died for me." 

His powerful blood did once atone, 
And now it pleads before tke throne: 
He shall ha*e all fihe prate, for He 
Hath loved and livod and died for n̂ e. , 

Should this case meet the eye of some one faith
fully labouring for souls, but almost ready to faint, 
we would say to such, Persevere, persevere; for in 
due season ye shall reap, if ye faint not (9& vi ft.) 

A.O, 

ALMOST AND ALTOGETHER 
EBAD ACTS XXVL 

(&JflSN this chapter we have a rather remarkable 
@HS scene which took, place in a Roman court of 
^ ^ justice. The prisoner has been lying in the 

dungeon for two long years, although no definite 
charge has been brought against him. KingAgrippa 
came to the city, and beard of the case. The Kiag 
desires to see and hear the man for himself, sad 
fixes the day for the trial l i e day arrives, the 
court is crowded with spectators, anxiously waiting 
for the trial to commence. At length the king 
puts in an appearance with great pomp; clad in his 
royal robes, and escorted by governors and great 
men, and takes his seat upon the bench. All eyes 

I are fastened upon him, many no doubt desiring to 
be like him, coveting his position and grandeur. 
The prisoner is summoned, and placed at the bar. 
All eyes are now turned to get a sight of Urn. He 

| is a poor, despised man, one who hat been fearfully 
persecuted. He stands alone at that bar, having no 
•able counsellor to defend him, no leafing bstrirter 
!to plead his cause, and yet he is perfectly calm, 
with a heavenly smile upon bis oonptewmne The 
case is briefly stated by the governor, the king 
then turns to the prisoner, sayiiift u Yon site permitted 
to speak for yourself." He commences his defeat 
by stating what he was and what he used to da 
He narrates a n*ver4o-be-forgotten incident, which 
took place as he Wat goiikg to Damascus. A light 
from heaven shone upon him, revealing to him 
where and what he was in God's sight, also that 
he heard a voice which broke his heart 

From that time he had been a ehapged man, 
old things had passed away, and, behold, all tbinp 
had become new; and he had gone forth proclaiming 
the glorious gospel of the grace of God. So clear 
and convincing are his argaventa* «> weighty and 
solemn are his flirts, that be not only deals himself 

I of all crime, bat well^igh persasdes the kiag to 
identify himself with him. The king jaojmstiaisri 
tooonfess, " Almost thou pertuadest me tabeowae 

I a Christian. Almost then permiadest me toba*n* 
one of that seat wtteh is everywhere apoken 
against" The priscmer replies, '< Xing Agnpp*t 

\aimoH will not do. It must be altogether or not at 
aH. It is either in Ctaist or out ^ Chrwt, aiUier 

\$awd or Ust> These k no aeatial ground, no ©iddle 
I position. Almost persuaded! Iwo*l toQod, that 
I not only yott* but. also all.that J*ar me thia day, 
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One night two messengers came to say that Tom 
appeared to be dying. It was about midnight when 
I entered the sick-chamber, and oh, how changed 
the scene, as compared with that of former days! it 
was now the gate of heaven. There sat oat suffer
ing brother, supported in an arm-chair, and sur
rounded by weeping friends. 

He grasped my hand. I said, " Ton are worse V9 

He replied, " Yes, going to flee to Jesus! blessed 
Jesus! my dear Jesus!* I enquired, "Are you 
happy?" He exclaimed, "Happy, happy, happy! 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit" 

In speaking of being, on the following Lord's-
day, in the courts of the Lord, I remarked, " You 
will then have a better place." He said, u Yes, I shall 
then be in heaven.'9 He rallied, however, and sur
vived for seme weeks, still possessing the same 
heavenly Joy, and frequently pouring fut his heart 
thus: * Phase the biased Jesus I Lord Jesua, lift up 
my spirit 1 Bear Lord, remember met" At our last 
interview,! he said, in a firm voiqe, " I aronvs nr 
IBs Lout Jasva CHBISX, *IP> I SHAJ# BE-SATOD." I 
bade U u farewell, and the same night intelligence 
was btought that he was gone. 

Should this simple narrative be read by some 
heavy-laden sinner craving to sop dearly the way to 
ha saved, think of poor Tom, the cottager. He^ad 
no trust in forms and ceremonies; no! but be went 
dinti to CUBIST. Take the same eoursê  poor soul, 
and without doubt you will be atye to say— 
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were both almost, and altogether such as I am, 
except these bonds. I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which 
I hare committed into His hands against that day. 
He has saved me by His grace. God is my Father, 
Christ is my Saviour, the Holy Ghost is my Com
forter, Heaven is my home, and Glory my in-1 
kritanoe. I have through grace that which the' 
raid cannot give, and death cannot deprive of 
M his made me an heir to a throne, which shall 
be secure when all other thrones shall fell. He has 
given me a kingdom, which shall remain when all 
other dynasties and kingdoms shall pass away into 
eternal oblivion; a portion which shall last when 
tins dements shall melt with fervent heat, and the 
heavens pass away with a great noise, and the earth 
and the works therein shall be burnt up—that 
whieh shall remain undisturbed throughout all 
cycles of eternal ages. I would to God that, not only I 
you, bnt that all that hear me, were both almost I 
wd altogether such as I am, except these bonds.191 
Bear read*, I would ask you the question, 

WHAT XADE THB DIFFKBEtfCE 

between this poor despised prisoner at the bar, and 
the king upon the bench? Did he deserve such 
radrous blessing more than the other ? Had he 
been better than Agrippa? Had he done something 
great and meritorious which the king had not done ? 
We have but to look down his defence, to see that 
lie was no better than others. Perhaps much worse 
than many. He tells us, in verses 4, 5, 

WHAT HB WAS. 

A Pharisee, one of the strictest sect of the religious 
vorii One of those who prayed at street corners, 
and fasted often, giving titties of all they possessed; 
yss, se exact were they, that they would not pick 
mint, or thyme, or rue from their gardens, without 
giving a tenth to God. 

But when this Pharisee of the Pharisees saw him* 
«lf in God's light, he then had, like one of old, to 
exclaim, " Woe is me ; for I am undone! I am a 
man of unclean lips, I am the chief of sinners." He 
band he had a name to live, but was dead; a form 
of godtineas, but denied the power; a lamp of pro-
feeum, without the oil of grace. He had to leant, 
like another of his sect, "that he must be born again, 
<* never eater heaven." (John, iii.) 

Beadar, are you building upon such a Bandy 
foundation? The testing-time is coming. The 
dwds are fast gathering, the darkness is thickening, 
tad soon tfce storm of vengeance will buret upon 

this poor deluded world. And if you are not built 
upon the atoning work of the Lord Jesus, your struc
ture of good works will fall, and great will be the 
fall of it Saul was a Pharisee, but had to be horn 
again. 

Then, in verse 10, 11, he tells UB 
WHAT H I DID. 

Hating the Lord Jesus, he persecuted Bis followers, 
arresting and casting them into prison, causing 
many to blaspheme the precious Name which is above 
every name. Calling Him whom the Father had 
sent an impostor; giving his word against those 
that refused to blaspheme, and staining,his hands 
with their innocent blood. Is there one to whom 
Satan has been saying, " You are too bad to be 
saved"? Take courage by a Saul of Tarsus, a 
blasphemer, a persecutor, and yet saved by grace. 
Blessed be God, the Gospel still is, " Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest; and him that oometh I will in no 
wise cast out" " The blood of Jesus Christ, His 

| Son still deamethfnm all tin." 
Then, in verse 13, we have 

, WHAT HE SAW. 

Having witnessed the murder of Stephen, and caused 
great persecution in the Church at Jerusalem, he 
hears of a company of believers in Damascus. He 
hastened to the chief priests, and obtained their 
signatures, and authority to exterminate this sect of 
the Kazarenes. But God's eye is upon him. God's 
heart is yearning over a Saul of Tarsus. Suddenly 
[the heavens open, and a light above the brightness 
of the sun, shining in its noontide splendour, bursts 
I upon him, and he hears a voice from that Glory, 
saying, "Saul, Saul, why persecuted thou Me?" 
The arrow of conviction penetrates his soul, and 
from that day he had become a changed character. 
His eyes are opened, his heart touched, henceforth 
for him to live was Christ; to spend and be spent 
in the service of Him who had saved him by His 
grace. 

Hence, in verses 17, 18, he receives 
A mvnra COMMISSION. 

Sent forth to open other blind eyes—life to those 
who were blinded by a mere dead formalism, or by 
dark superstition and idolatry, and warn them of 
their danger. To turn them from darkness to light, 

I to proclaim liberty to them—liberty from sin's 
dominion, and from Satan's captivity. To preach 
the forgiveness of sins through the risen Christ, 
and tdl of an inheritance whioh is incorruptible, 

Digitized by Google 



108 THE GOBPBL WATCHMAN. [OOIOBBB 1, 1881. 

undefiled, and that fadeth not away. Such was the 
wondrous salvation he had to proclaim through faith 
in Christ Not only salvation from the flames of an 
eternal hell, not only to have the assurance that the 
believer shall not perish, but that he ha* eternal life, 
that he i* sealed with the Eternal Spirit, and made 
an heir to eternal glory. All things are his, for 
he is Christ's, and Christ is God's. When the believer 
grasps this by faith, then it is he turns his back 
upon the world's gilded shams, and has God's eternal 
realities. It was when the God of glory appeared 
to Abraham that he turned his back upon every 
thing at home. It had all been eclipsed by that 
vision of glory. And as the apostle is proclaiming 
these wondrous truths before Agrippa, his heart 
glows with his subject, he gets warm with his 
theme; the governor interferes by charging him 
with madness. " Nay/9 replies the apostle, " I am 
not mad, most noble Festus; I was once. When 
going to Damascus, I was not in my right mind 
then; but rinoe I saw His lovely face, since I heard 
His blessed voice, I have sat at His feet, clothed, and 
in my right mind; and now I speak forth the words 
of truth and soberness. The king can confirm what 
I say, for these things were not done in a corner, 
but publicly in Jerusalem.'1 He then gives a direct 
personal appeal to Agrippa's heart. 

"BBLUVESX THOU THX PBOPHRS?" 

Then it is we have the king's confession, " Almost 
thou persuadest me to be a Christian.91 He sees 
and knows that Paul has something he has not, he 
is almost persuaded to decide that this Saviour 
should be his Saviour. The apostle sees the 
struggle going on in Agrippa's breast; he seizes the 
opportunity, and he exclaims, " ALMOST 1 it must be 
altogether or not at all. Almost persuaded! Think i 
of Noah's day, when the door was shut, it mattered 
not whether they were five yards or five miles 
away from the ark, they were shut out Almost 
persuaded! Remember Lot's wife, she had almost 
escaped judgment, but was turned into a pillar of 
salt Almost persuaded/ Think of Qrpah, who 
wept, and started to go with Naomi, but returned 
after all to a condemned scene. Almost persuaded J 
Remember the five foolish virgins, they were almost 
like the wise, they were almost in time, when the 
door was shut, and yet shut out Beware ! Agrippa. 

" Ainu*t will not avail, almost if but to fail, 
Sad, sad that bitter wail, almost but lost." 

LOST! Reader, what does it mean? We can un
derstand a child lost in Londoner a ship lost at 

sea; but what can describe "a laet soult}t a 
soul that must live for ever I a soul that falling 
mountains cannot crush or eternal ages annihilate! 

La never dying-soul 1 LOST amidst eternal darkwasn. 
LLOST amidst the weeping, and wailing* and gnashing 
of teeth. LOST, and loet for ever! Thank God, it 
is not so yet God is still saying, " Come now, and 
let us reason together; though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wooL" 
" Now is the accepted time, behold, now is the day of 
salvation." " I would to God that not only thou 
but that all which hear me, were both almost, and 
altogether such as I am, except these bands," Per 
I ompersuadedy that neither lifenor death, norangeb, 
nor principalities nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.11 May 
this be your persuasion, for Christ's sake* 

G. R 

A LOOKING-GLASS SERMON. 
0 stop at introspection is very bed; but to see 
oneself as God sees us is good far sinner and 
for saint. In truth, we cannot see God aright 

as our Saviour until we have been shown ourselves 
as somen. One address we heard from Mr. - — 
may be termed a looking-glass sermon. He held 
before the audience a mirror, in which the opinion* 
they held of themselves were irst depicted and 
then dissolved in the view that God had of them. 
Not only did he strip them of all their fandd 
goodness, but he forced them to see their utter bad
ness in God's sight The imagery of moral self' 
satisfaction gradually faded away, and there arose the 
spectacle of a self-condemned, speechless suppliant 
for mercy. The simper of self-reliance was changed 
into the look of despair. 

We know very little of each other. We are 
strangers to each other's spiritual life. Still move 
wonderful how little we know of ourselves. Our 
neighbour know more of us than we know of «*> 
selves. To see ourselves as others see us w<mld be 
beneficiaL How ignorant we are of our fault*! 
See yon drunkard; he will not admit his faiting* 
The most he will allow is9 "I don't meftn to say I 
don't like a little more than I ought; but I'm not 
a drunkard/' Look at yon covetous neighbour; 
he loves money, bat won't admit it All he con
fines k, "The tea* i% I'm aot * •pen*** 
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There are so many charities, it is hard to make a 
•election." And so the selection is never made. 
He is known to be a dose*fisted man; it would be 
as easy to get a five pound note out of him as to 
draw a tooth out of a rhinoceros. Then look at 
your passionate folk. Some people are addicted to 
evil tempers. Do they allow it? No; they say, 
"For my party I suffer extreme provocation, and 
then I am a little hot19 And so all round people 
are deceived even as to their glaring faults. 

But it is a little matter what our neighbours 
think of us, or what we think of ourselves. There 
is One who knows us, One who searches our inmost 
amis, One from whom nothing can be hid. 

If our flagrant sins are found out, if our lives were 
read aloud before our neighbours, and all secret 
sins disclosed, it would cause a blush of shame. We 
might remove from that vicinity, we might emigrate, 
bat we cannot get away from Him. We shall have 
to render account for the things done in the body. 

Aik, What does God know about me? God is 
Judge. God knows everything: " The foundation 
of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord 
boweth them that are His." (2 Tim. ii. 19.) 

A clean line divides a congregation. You are 
either on one side or the other—either on the Lord's 
side, or on Satan's. All are His by creation. Are 
we His by faith? by voluntary surrender? by 
acceptance of His life to be our life ? 

That is the real question, " Am I the Lord's, or 
m l not!" 

8ome delude themselves, by outward forms, that 
they must be the Lord's. They go to church, carry 
a prayer book; obviously they are the Lord's; they 
have family prayer, and so on. Where did they 
learn these passports to blessedness? Where does 
this new gospel come from f When the Fhilippian 
gaoler asked, in the anguish of conviction, " What 
must I do to be saved)" we do not read, "Pray and 
read your Bible;" nay, but, "Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved." Hen have 
invented a religion of their own. They are mantled 
with their religiousness, they practically put this 
miserable religiousness in the place of God. It is 
a means of keeping us far from God, instead of 
coming near. It is not real, but a pretence, a show, 
a pretentious sham 1 I am as my father before me; 
I am as my neighbour beside me. They die without j 
Chriat; they put religion in the place of Christ. 
There is blind superstition among Protestants as 
among Pagan* Stoaooth* wei pity the Hindu with 

his idols; we laugh at the praying machine of the 
Buddhist, which turns off prayers as the wheel 
goes round; we smile at their folly, and flatter our
selves we know better than that What do you 
know ? You kneel down, and repeat" Out Father" 
with just as m ĉh recognition as the Buddhist with 
his wheel You blame the Hindu for his mechanical 
religion, you yourself perform the same mechanical 
act in your forms. 

Some years ago a preacher was delivering a strong 
sermon to men. The churchwarden, a highly res
pectable man, staggered to the vestry like one who 
had received a mortal wound. He sobbed aloud, 
" Oh, sir, your mission is coming to an end! You 
have been preaching Christ crucified; I have been 
listening, and now others have received blessing, 

11 've received none. I have sat here since a boy, I 
have led a good life, I have heard evangelical truth, 
11 am as familiar with the gospel as you are, have 
heard it—loved it—for fifty years; but I never in 
my heart received gospel blessing, never cast myself 
in simple faith in Jesus Christ. To me the gospel 
has been a pleasant song. I have been outwardly 
respectable, I have sinned against the gospel so 
long there is no mercy for me. My neighbours 
could say of me, Oh, he's very religious, he con
ducts family prayer, he is one of the excellent of 
the earth!" Ah, my readers, when God opened his 
eyes he found himself a miserable sinner; but depend 
upon it, that day did not pass until he was saved. 

God knows the character of the religious act on 
which we build. We judge by quantity, God by 
quality. We cannot worship God truly until His 
Spirit is imparted, cannot receive the Spirit unless 
we humbly receive it by faith. How many acts are 
merely a distinct insult to God! Is it not an insult 
to think God is pleased by the repetition of twelve 
paternosters t A Roman Catholic priest was called 
on by a friend. He was kneeling down repeating 
prayers from a book. " Stop a few minutes," he 
said, on his knees; " I '11 be with you in a minute." 
Then he gabbled off twenty more Paternosters or 
Ave Marias, and jumped up to take a walk with his 
Mend. Base superstition, you will say. Great 
insult to the Majesty of heaven. Quite right Are 
your own personal devotions any better? Are they 
not just as much superstition ? 

On one occasion a mission was being held. A 
Christian lady was anxious for the salvation of her 
servants, and induoed them to attend. She sent her 
girl to the mission. On her return, she said, "Well, 
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Mary, how did you like the preacher?9* "Don't 
like him at all, ma'am. Don't want to hear him 
again; he's the hardest man I ever heard. I never 
did bnt one fault, and he actually began to talk 
about that9' Her mistress persuaded her to go 
again, and again asked her, "How do you like 
him?" "Worse than ever, ma'am; he fixed on 
two or three wrong things I've done." It took 
much persuasion to get her to attend the third time. 
This time her tone was altered. " Well," she said, 
"if that man's right, I'm all wrong." Conviction 
of sin was beginning to seise on her. She went 
the fourth night, and came home late. "Well, 
Mary," said her mistress; but the expression of her 
face was different, she had remained to the after 
meeting. "Eh, mistress,1' she said, "yon man 
showed me that I 'm a big sinner; but he has also 
showed me that I 've got a great Saviour." 

God knows the motive from which our aotions 
spring. We can see the act, but can't tell the 
why; can't read the heart God knows when the 
motive is to glorify Him. Tears ago a preacher 
went to the city of Liverpool. He was accom
panied to the church by a lady, one very useful 
among the people, one who had done great things. 
The preacher asked her about her work, and found 
her deeply interested in classes, and all kinds of 
good works. He felt led to say a few strong words 
as to the importance of a right motive, that we 
should work from love. Being much forgiven we 
should love much. The lady was silent. They 
reached the mission-hall. He felt led to dwell on. 
the same topic in his sermon. The after meeting 
was held and concluded, and the church empty; 
but the preacher's eye fell on a solitary figure 
kneeling at the end. He went forward, and to 
his surprise it wag the lady all by herself. He 
was about to withdraw, thinking she was praying. 
She beckoned to him; her eyes were red with 
weeping. "Speak to me," she said; "I need 
it more than anyone. I '11 tell you alL Six 
months ago I was a gay, giddy woman, engaged 
to a man to whom I was deeply attached. He 
deceived me, broke his engagement, and went 
off with another. My heart was blighted, life lost 
all charm to me; I hated everything, and turned 
from the world with disgust and nausea; I wished 
1 were dead, life became weary and hopeless. I 
said, ' I must find something to do.' I came and 
undertook the work with energy. Here I found 
new interests; I loved to be loved. The void 

in my heart was filled up; but oh, how my heart 
smote me when you spoke to me and preached! AH 
has been a miserable hypocrisy from beginaing to 
end!" She was crushed and broken down before God, 
until she was enabled to give all to the healing Jem l 

What does God know about you? He know* every 
secret sin—the evil thought, the impure affection, 
the crooked walk in business, the tricks of trade, 
the white lies, the insincere flattery, the meaningless 
nothings—He knows all. The time is coming when 
He will judge the secrets of men's hearts according 
to the gospel Are you prepared to meet tbt 
scrutiny? 0 God, hold up the mirror of thy traft, 
and reveal us to ourselves. GHETTO BRADY, 

THE TWO DEATH-BEDS. 

N a gorgeous room in a mansion old, 
Profusely bedecked with purple and goH, 
Sat a dignified person, enveloped with care 

With the warmest of robes, in a large easy-chair; 
But, alas! in spite of the wealth around, 
And the fact that his name with feme was crowaed, 
He knew he was dying, and ill at ease, 
Was so fretful and sad that nought could please. 
We asked of this man with thoughtful brow, 
" Pray how does this world appear to you now?" 
The eloquent writer opened his eyes, 
'Twas Gibbon, and thus he replied with sighs— 
" All things are fleeting and passing away; 
I look back, all is gone, time will not stay; 
Forward, alas! all is dreary and dark; 
Not a ray of light, not a single spark." 
Life wasted, time lost, yet compelled to die, 
His spirit entered eternity. 
Deeply distressed at so fearful a scene, 
Thinking it better far not to have been, 
We left the old mansion, and went to a oot, 
Where dwelt a sick Christian of lowlier lot 
With his thin grey hair, and his wrinkled skin, 
Eyes bright with the light of the joy within; 
Though his limbs were feeble, his end was near, 
Yet his answer showed that he felt no fear; 
For we asked, as we marked his glazing eye, ^ 
II Do you think, my friend, you will shortly die ?" 
Slowly he turned, and then calmly he said, 
As he raised his eyes to th,e skies o'erhead— 
" I can hardly tell, and I do not care, 
Let Thy will be done, is my constant prayer. 
If I die, it is only with God to be; 
If I live, I know He will be with me." 
More blessed I thought is this poor man's state 
Than that of most men by the world called greet 
Mine be such feelings when life fades away, 
Not anxious to go, unmindful to stay, 
Only desirous to be as seems best 
To Him who would have us eternally blest; 
And, oh, when the moment of parting shall oome, 
His presence be with us, and guide us safe home! 
Where our souls, from all sorrow and sin set free, 
ShaU worship our Ood through etemtty. 

J. B* B» 
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IN GREAT PEKIL! 

KOB aome little time part God hae been daily 
endeavouring to apeak to sinners—both 
children and adults—npon the Dawlish beach, 

through his servant —— preaching Jeans Christ. 
He who "eearoheth the heart" alone knows who 
fast responded to His calL 

On Friday, the 19th August, He caused His 
nice to be heard in a very solemn tone; a fellow-
nature—one of the many bathers—was seen 
bnfttiag with the roughneas of a tempestuous surf; 
bar peril attracted the attention of all; the preacher 
eeassd his preaching, while breathless and noiseless 
misty at once laid hold of the beholders* The 
brfker, however, was a swimmer, and by dint of I 
exertion had well-nigh reached the breakwater,! 
when kind and helping hands rescued her from her 
itraggka Some of the speetatoro had lifted up their 
hearts to Qed to ask Him graciously to preserve the 
feuggtar tea drowning, and thankfhl to Him they 
woe via , severed by a sheltering garment, they 
mr to vilk again upon dry land. 

Hit some suggests a word or two that may, by 
Gsfi fraee, indelibly fix it upon the heart, even 
raised solemn thoughts as to eternity. 

Because our friend — - sees so many of his 
feDow-crenturee—like the bathers on the sands—I 
difpvtfrtg themselves happily amid the treacherous 
wires of this world, and because he knows how 
awesome surging wave may carry them away, and 
koBdi their souls into eternity, he has been moved 
vz& compassion, and has daily tendered them whole
sale words of exhortation: the which service of I 
lore his Master will surely remember in "that day." 
(Matt xxr. 23.) 

What a solemn simile, yet what a stupendous 
contrast may be found in meditating upon the peril 
ot that swimmer, and her rescue from a watery grave, 
sad the rescue of a sinner from the perils of an 
eternal hell! The former felt the/on* of the sea; 
•he saw her fellows on the breakwater; she saw them 
risk themselves in measure to render her assistance; 
it encouraged her, and presently she experienced 
the power ot the help, and was landed safely upon 
the well-compacted building of stony rocky which, 
after all, being but of man's building! had the 
poetMUty of being unable to resist the force of the 
seething water* With the latter, however, it is 
far different: the sinner, saved by Jesus, oomes to 
Him aa God's " chief corner-stone, elect, precious: 

WATCHMAN, H I 

and he that believeth on Him shall not be eon-
founded." (1 Peter ii. 6.) 

May I, with all entreaty, ask my readers where, 
spirituallyf their foot are set! Perhaps the question 
has not heretofore creased their minds, and they are 
happy, light-hearted, and heedless too of the danger 
that is so nigh at hand. Bnt* my friend, allow me 
to be personal. The danger of y w soul being lost 
i$ nigh—very nigh; it u a solemn reality. Yon 
know not how soon the see of sin may engnlf and 
overwhelm you, or how aoen ynn may find yanaelf 
drifting away, be quickly removed from your hilarity, 
and have the danger of eternal dettk staring yon in 
the facet 

In the soene before ne, God graciously allowed 
the struggling one to overcome the waves, to reach 
the proffered help, and eventually to be rescued; 
but when the time comes that you shall have to 
feel the surging power, the tremendous ferae of life's 
last waves, and your inability to breast them, yot 
will find that (unless you come to Jeans, the Hook, 
nets, and find your security in Him turn) yon wiH 
have no power to extricate yourself from the feaiful 
overwhelming tide. Yea, you may find that yon 
have no Bock to flee to then, no helping hand them. 
(See Prov. x*x. 26.) What an awful thought! 
Accumulated sins, too mighty, too surging thai, 
and the depths of immeasurable woe—an inevitable 
doom! 

Blessed be God, that last tremendous wave has 
not pet swept over you. The patience of the Imng 
God has not yet ceased, neither has His lore ceaaed 
to flow. That love which gave His only begotten 
Son to die, that the perishing might not perish, 
flows towards His creatures still in all its ftdness, 
as is manifest in that He oontinuea to send Bis 
messengers laden with His messages of love to 
ruined man. 

In the incident before us it was the kindness of 
fellow-men that held out the rescuing hand to the 
one that was well-nigh overoome; but what sum 
oould (or what mm em) give or hold out the 
rescuing hand to the sinking sinner? None/ iVo* 
not one/ Jesus, the Son of God, alone can do that; 
for He alone has passed through the waves of death j 
He alone has met the overwhelming tide of the 
wrath of God; He waa "made sin." (3 Cor. v. 21.) 
He "bore our sins in His own body on the treeH 

(1 Peter i i 24), and in His agony we hear him cry, 
"Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, and then hast 
afflicted me with all thy waves*'1 (Psalm lttxriii 7.) 
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"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 
(Psalm xTii, 1; Matt xxvil 46.) 

Beader, I solemnly and affectionately ask you 
whether you have ever pondered these words? 
Whether you ham ever asked yourself, " Why did 
tfat M y Lord Jesus suffer thus?19 If not, let us 
do so together now. With subdued and reverential 
awe we jointly answer, « Truly JBSUB suffered thus; 
but not m Hie own account; for He had no erne— 
not <m* He hn*m no sin.11 We ponder, and with 
subdued and bated breath we venture to lift our 
trembling eyes towards the heavens—aye, even unto 
Him—this aa#w One, "seated onttie right hand of the 
Majesty on high " (Heb. L 3)—and with broken and 
troubling hearts whisper, " Lord Jesus, oan it be that 
tins, thin* agony, was endured for mot Is it possible 
that it oould have been for me V} We listen to His 
answer—how marvellous, and yet how fame—"Who
soever Bveth and believeth in me shall never die. 
Believest thou this V (John xi 36.) 

Aye, my fellow-sinner, let a sinner but know and 
fed that he is sinking, that he is well-nigh over
whelmed by the surging tide of sin; let him but 
ind how utterly valueless are all his own exertions, 
how utterly useless are any helping hands; let him 
us look unto Jesus, and he will find that Jesus, the 
Lamb of God, stands out before his soul as the Only 
one that eon meet his dire need. 

JESUS is the only one who can save; • 
Jmra is the only one who can be a covering; 
Jisus is the only one who can be a rock of salva

tion; for 
Jura is "THB BBSUBBBCTTOK, Aim TUB Lira." 

(John xL 25.) 
To one who has "so learned Christ" (Eph. iv. 20), 

the earnest desire to "please Him" (2 Tim. i l 2) 
will be the motive of his heart while passing 
through the remaining portion of his earthly journey. 
Such an one has been consecrated to Ood: an 
earthen vessel, truly, but consecrated to Ood; for 
the blood—as also the holy anointing oil—have 
been put upon the "tip of his right ear, upon the 
tip of his right thumb, and upon the great toe of 
his right foot0 (Lev. viii 24, 30.) He is indeed 
a oenseerated vessel of God; that he may listen tof 

net for, and walk with Ood, in the midst of that 
fame world wherein hitherto he has lived "toiihowt 
God in the world." (Eph. n. 12.) 
. Bought with no lees a "price" than the blood of 
God's dear Son (1 Cor. vi 19), and "sealed by the 
^lyiS^^o/promiw''(Eph.il3),heifl"inChrirt 

a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new.'1 (2 Cor. v. 17.) Si 
body u the temple ef the Holy Ghost (I Cor. TL 20), 
and his earnest prayer is that he may be able to 
glorify Qod in that body, and in his spirit, which 
ABM God's. To this the devil strongly objects, and 
will dispute his ability to do so at every inch rf 
his path; but the power of Christ to overcome hint 
WILL be granted, just in proportion as the child of 
Ood looks to Him for it " The sword of the Spirit; 
which is the ward of God " (Eph. vi. 17), beoaw 
his constant weapon, and ALL God's holy admonbas 
and precepts are eagerly sought for; and his ptijv 
is, "Open thou mine eyes, that I may btbU 
wondrous things out of Thy law.91 (Psalm ciiz. 18.) 
The vastness of that "law" and its wmdmi ttty 
may appal him for the moment at times; but seeag 
that in himself he will never be other than the 
weak and helpless one, and remembering the word, 
" I can do all things through Christ that strength 
eneth me" (Phil iv. 3), he will invariably tab 
courage again, and like David, when he was grssttj 
distressed, he will encourage himself in the Lord 
his God. (1 Sam, xxx 6.) 

May many who witnessed the soene on the DatW 
beach, on Friday, 19th August, 1881, as vtfa 
many, many others, be brought to know the Ifl& 
Jesus Christ, the blessed Son of Ood, and find Him 
to be (each one for himself) their own eternal 
Saviour—the only and eoerlaetiny BOCK ot SALTATION. 

T. *. H. 
» 

FOUND GUILTY. 
• XBITB 8TOBY. 

£AVE you heard that Corporal H • k» 
bech charged and found guilty of smugging 
tobacco?9 asked a soldier of his companion. 

" No, I have not heard it, neither do I believe it; 
for I saw him in the baxrack*room a little vtik 

ago." 
" Well, if that was the case it cannot be true; for 

I know he was not in a position to pay the fine, and 
the only alternative was fourteen days9 impriaon-
meat." 

But it was true, and the reason he was able to 
be at his post was only known to two or three, wb* 
kept it a secret lest it should reach the ectoneTi 
ears. 

When landing at Southampton he was suspected, 
and a special search was made, and the Ouatom-bsa* 
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officer in looking through his kit came across a large 
parcel of tobacco, and accordingly gave him into 
eastody. He was brought before the magistrate, 
found guilty, and ordered to pay a fine of £2, or in 
default fourteen days' imprisonment 

The poor fellow was ready to sink in despair; he 
tad only Lately been promoted to corporal, and if he 
woe obliged to suffer the term of imprisonment it 
raid be the means of his losing his stripes and 
fevering Ms position; as regarded paying the fine it 
ra useless to think about it, for his money was 
exported, and a promise of payment could not be 
•eeepted by an officer of justice. Looking round the 
e»ort>his eyes rested on a private who had peeped 
m to see how the case was proceeding. 

* Private D ,w he cried, "will you help a 
tikw-eemrade? You are the only one that can, you 
are the only one that will." 

MI will then/' was the reply. 
The poor young soldier's face brightened up as he 

heard those words; but the private was thinking how 
he could fclfil the promise he had just made, for he 
too waf without money, except what he would need 
to tMkebim to the barracks in the evening. But there 
was one way; that was, to make a sacrifice and part 
with his watch; so going out of the court he went 
rtraight into a shop, sold his watch and returned to 
pay the fine, when they both went to their quarters 
in fiie evening. 

The first thing that strikes our notice in this little 
inodttt i s that the prisoner as he stood in the dock 
did sot seek to justify himself; he knew that if he 
had tried to he would have been unsuccessful, for 
ftere were many witnesses who could prove the 
charge laid against him; besides, he hod in his 
/wwenwi the contraband article, and it condemned 
him, he had no excuse to plead; and yet there are 
many who seek to justify themselves before God, 
who looketh at the heart, and seeth that it is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wieked, 
aid He has declared the sinner to be guilty. 

His sms are many, and his very thoughts condemn 
him; lor the imaginations of the thoughts of his 
heart are only evil continuously, and even the 
thought of foolishness is sin; yet while he knows 
this he will not bow his stubborn will and own 
himself a staum Reader, have you ever owned 
yourself to be a tinner* God has declared that *U 
have rimmd^ you are included in the " ALL." If 
such is the caeev what is the oonsequence? After 
the prisoner is found guilty the sentence has to be 

passed, and then after that the sentence has to be 
carried into execution. 

Whether you plead guilty or seek to justify your
self it does not hinder the sentence being passedi 
God is a righteous Judge, and He has found you 
guilty. Tou are guilty, it is proved by your thoughts^ 
your words, and your actions; all go to prove with
out a doubt your guilt as a sinner. You are eon* 
demned already (John iii. 18), and the sentence'of 
death i* passed upon you. 

uThe soul that sinneth, it shall ̂ . ^ ( E w t xriii 
4.) "The wages of sin is dsath." (Bom. vi. 28.) 
There is no option in your case; you have broken the 
law, that law condemns you, and you must abide the 
oonsequences and wait for the execution of the sen* 
tence you so richly deserve, when a messenger of 
justice will be commissioned to wreak its vengeance on 
you. You must die, you must be bound hand and foot* 
and cast into outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

Will you have aught to answer ? No* you will 
be like the man without the wedding garment, who 
was speechless, self-condemned, and without excuse* 
You too will have to acknowledge the righteousness 
of the sentence, and say with others in the like 
position, " We receive the due reward of our deeds.91 

Dear reader, the sentence is truly passed upon you, 
but it is not yet carried into execution; for judgment 
is suspended for a time that grace may triumph. 

There is a Friend who has the power and is willing 
to help a poor condemned sinner. He is the One 
who is despised and rejected of men; a Man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief; the One who is 
hated without a cause; but His love and tenderness 
is so great that He befriends guilty sinners. He 
was the only one who could, and the only one who 
would, help them in their ruined and lost oonditien* 
He helps them when they cannot help themselves. 
There are some who say that " God helps those who 
help themselves," and however true the old English 
proverb be in some cases it is not true in regard to 
salvation; but if you feel you need assistance you 
can place your case entirely in His hands; for 

" He is the very Friend you need, 
He'll prove Himself a Friend indeed." 

If you will let him undertake your cause, He will 
show you how He pays the sinner's debt and sets 
the prisoner free. 

It is said that convicts get quite tired of life and 
sometimes try td murder the warder on purpose to 
forfeit their life. If such is so hard an existence, what 
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a terrible thing it most be for a lost soul to spend a 
never-ending eternity! where hope and mercy can 
never oome! If such were only realized, how 
quickly would pardon be accepted; how few would 
say " there was plenty of time," or " it is not so 
important as is made out.'9 

You may ask, "How can I find out this Friend ? 
Will he deign to look upon such as me ?" Yes, He 
wilL But you may say, " You do not know what 
a sinner I am." No, my reader, I do not, but He 
does. He looked down upon man, and 

He saw him ruined by the fell, 
Yet heed him notwithstanding all, 

and then He devised a way, a wondrous way, of 
delivering the prisoner from the bondage of sin and 
Satan, and that way was by a sacrifice. The soldier 
sacrificed his watch for his comrade, but the Son of 
God gave Himself; not a sacrifice of silver or gold, 
but His own precious blood. Why did He make 
such a sacrifice ? It was because He loved the poor 
sinner. But why did He love a sinner t I cannot 
tell the reason, can you? I know God laved the 
world, for He proved it when He gave His Son. I 
know Christ loved the sinner because He did not 
Withhold His very life's blood. 

He bore on the tree 
The seatenoe for me. 

And now God has accepted my substitute, and has 
shown it in raising up His Son from the' dead. 
When God was satisfied with the finished work of 
His beloved Son, the tomb could hold Him no longer. 
It mattered not that the stone was great, the royal 
seal good, or the watch strong, all had to give way, 
to show that the grave was vacant, and that Christ 
had risen for my justification. It would have been 
far easier for the Philistines to have kept Samson 
within the walls of Gaza, than for the combined 
power of men and devils to keep the Lord Jesus in 
the grave. Now He is risen, and there is no con* 
damnation to those who are in Christ Jesus. "Who 
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect I It is 
God that SU8HFUTH. Who is he that condemneth ? 
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again," 
(Bom. viii. 1, 33, 34.) I find that Christ has died, 
and I say, " He died for m*." Can you say the 
same? When He suffered on Calvary's tree, did He 
bear your sin? 

Oh, why was He there as the bearer of sin, 
If on Jesua thy guilt was not laid P 
Oh, why from His side flowed the sin-cleansing flood, 
If His djrtog thy debt has not paid P 

Reader, it is a personal matter, it is yomr guilt, ym 
sin, your transgression that concerns you. The 
prisoner at the bar was not thinking how the next 
oase would oome o $ his object was to get Au *ns 
fine paid. 

Oome then and fall into His hands, own yourself 
a guilty sinner, plead the merits of that precious 
blood which has atoned for thousands, and you will 
reoeive from His hands a pardon, sealed with His 
own blood, instead of the death-warrant that yw 
justly deserve, then you will know the joy of bh 
givenees, the happiness of those who make the Led 
their trust, besides having God for a Father, Cbkt 
for a Friend, and heaven your home—is not all to 
worth having? 

The corporal afterwards paid baok Ins friend, 
but we oannot do that to any extent, His love ii» 
great, His compassion so ainarin& His mercies put 
finding out What do I owe Him? My life IW 
forfeited, then that must now be His, and spent for 
Him. All I am, and all I have, 

"Can ne'er repay 
The debt of love I owe. 
Here, Lord, I give myself to Thee, 
'Tia all that I can do." 

F.Efl 

" HOW TO BE HAPPY." 

A QUBSnOK THAT ALL THE WORLD WAHT8 AMBWiMSD. 

IDING with a friend along the turnpike to
wards the town of Taunton, I called hia at
tention to a large placard headed with the 

above title. Below were directions for the reade* 
to attend the V Booms, where certain w* 
known persons were announced to give evwriag 
entertainments. Then followed a list of prim d 
admission. Remarking to my companion that this 
was a question to which the world was longing to 
obtain a right answer, and inwardly conscious tk*t 
the answer displayed was sadly wrong, such though 
as the following flitted through my mind. Trading 
to the Lord to add His blessing, I commit tfcem to j 
aU readers—the indifferent, thethoughtftd, and the | 
child of God. 

« How to be happy." How our weary, struggling 
world has sought and seeks in manifold ways to 
settle the question! and how unavailing all it0 

efforts! The wisdom of the worid how mis*aMy B 

fails! What disappointments! What fruitless * 
worse than fruitless, projects $n porno*!, •** 
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what wrecked hopes are to be seen on every hand! 
"Oh! where shall rest be found?11 The traits of 
sadness and anxiety discernible in the countenances 
of our fellow-creatures, all the activities of life, 
aeon to ask, in perplexed and indirect language, 
"Where? We seek happiness, where—where can 
it be found?" 

Thank God for His word—it brings an answer 
char and complete, 

In Bom. v. 1 we read, H Being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ" Hare is what man needs—"Peace with 
Qod.* Ifthisbe possible of attainment, our question 
*ttswered—happiness is found. Man in and of 
VmatU ia conscious of three certainties; viz,, (1) 
He exists in the world; (2) He must sooner or later 
ckput tktaHfe; (3) He langs to depart in peaoe. 
If he could add for a (4th) certainty, " I shall 
dspst in peace/' then without doubt the whole 
carat otitis life would be changed; he would live 
and fie happy because at peace with God. 

« On aaa make peace with God ? " " How is 
it to be done?" Such are often the questions asked 
byotami seekers. Our answer, based upon God's 
truth, it an emphatic, " Ho ( Man can never make 
t$m «Jth God." Yet, biassed be God, there is 
hope for the poor sinful creatures of earth. But it 
apings not from man; it comes to man from God 
through Christ. Listen! " God was in (or by) 
(fcrist reconciling the world unto Himself" (2 Cor. 
?. 19.) That cross, on which hung God's well-
belfvid 8*n, is God's way of salvation for ruined 
mfhtpfcoa sinners—God's way of making peace 
with a*} for them. Henoe you read of Jssus 
"tuning made peace through the blood of His 
cross" (Col L 20); and of man " made nigh 
by the bhood of Christ For He is our peace." 
(flph. i i 13, 14.) Thus, as our first quoted passage 
declared, "peace with God" is through our Lord 
Jesus Christ What a word is this for thee, poor 
imer 1 To know that peace with God ia already 
lade; that God ia already reconciled to you; and 
that the message, sweet in its pleading tones, is, 
u Be ye reconciled to God." Peace with God based 
upon any other ground is a delusion and unsafe; this 
peaoe alone is that which can never be broken; it 
skate aatkfies God. 

Dear reader, can you join y<mr voice with those 
•ha hsve trusted Christy and say, " We have peace 
•ith God through our Lord Jesus Christ"? If you 
ctonot, having proved the inability of the world 

to bestow true happiness, go to Christ in faith, and 
thy soul shall be abundantly satisfied with His own 
words, " Go in peace, thy sins are forgiven thee.19 

But even a Christian is not always happy; or 
perhaps I ought to say, not so happy at one time aa 
at another. Christian experience witnesses to this 
fact Many things, private, social, and public, con
duce to bring this about And, alas! a fruitful 
source of this " loss of the joy of salvation" is our 
misunderstanding of God's word. Does a believer 
think that his or her peace with God hangs or 
depends upon their frames, or feelings, or any such 
things? If they do, then they have strangely mis
apprehended. Beloved brother or sister, I know 
your experience varies; as yet you have not attained 

I to the fulfilment of the exhortation, " Bojoice in the. 
Lord alway;" but—oh sweet and soul-solacing 
thought—thy peace with God changes not* it never 
fluctuates. Thy peace with God depends not upon 
you, it rests with God, and is eternal and unchange
able as Himself. But—and I would lovingly urge» 
it upon you—thy enjoyment, thy consciousness or 
assurance of this blessed foot, does depend upon you, 
as our Father's word shows. 

Bo you ask as a child of God, " How am I to be 
always happy?" "How can I always realise peaoe 
in my soul ? " I reply, by doing as God wishes 
and directs. Here is the secret, "Be careful for 
nothing; but in everything by prayer and suppli
cation with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God. And the peaoe of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus." (PhiL iv. 6, 7.) 
Here "the peace of God ruling in our hearts and 
minds," or, in other words, "our being always 
happy," is conditional upon the burdened heart 
emptying itself before its God. The praying saint 
is the happy saint This is God's ordering. " Peace 
with God" is by faith in Christ—this is for the con
science, " The peace of God " is by prayer—this is 
for the heart and mind. To miss the distinction 
between these two is to be inextricably confused, 
and is fatal to the happiness which God would have 
His children possess. 

No, dear fellow-saint, thy heart cannot be full of 
seif and thy own cares, and full of God and Hie 
peace, at one and the same time. By prayer then 
keep thy heart empty, and so by prayer shall 
thy heart be filled. So, in the face of all that may 
lie before us, we shall be able triumphantly to ex
claim, " None of these things move me." 
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And now a last word, and it is this: There is in 
God's word even a higher and richer blessing for 
the saint than the sweet enjoyment of the peaee of 
God, although this is inestimable. It is, in the 
words of Holy Writ, " the presence of the God of 
peace/' It is possible, nay, it is God's mind con
cerning us, that we should at all times realize His 
own presence. It is our Father's will that we know 
with assurance that Be is with us; that we should, 
dven in our direst extremities, be able with His ser
vant of old to speak of Him as " the Lord of hosts, 
before whom I stand;" or with his dear Son to ex
claim at all times of our experience, " Alone ; yet 
not alone, for the Father is with me.11 To sing is 
one thing, but to enjoy experimentally the old loved 
hytaifc" 

44Pear not, I am with the*; oh, be not dismayed I" 

is ftur, far better. 
YOB, indeed. Oh that this blessedness, sweeter than 

all others, might be maintained in our souls ! It is 
God's mind that it should be His children's portion, 
and here in His word istheseeretof its possession— 
"Those tilings, which ye have both learned, and 
received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the 
God of peaee shall be with you.11 (Phil. iv. 9.) " If 
ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them/' 
(John, xML 17.) Other passages might be quoted, 
bat let these suffice. Obedimce is that which God 
delights in, and without which there cannot be real 
oommunion. It is the secret of thy highest joy below 
as it will be of thy supreme happiness in heaven. 
Be as obedient child, then thou canst not be un
happy, and thy heaven is begun on earth. 

J. Dramar. 
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^ 
^ WATCHMAN, what of the night* 

The watchman said, The morning 
cometh, and also the night: if ye 
will enquire, enquire yc: return, 

ID MKMLSMisIFu,^ 

" SON of man, I have set thee * 
watchman tmto the house of Israel; 
therefore thou shalt hear the wwl 
at my mouth, and warn them from 
TIIC."' (lixelcicl xxxiii. 7.) 

''i^tSSSSSlS^Swl^^'' NOVEMBER 1, 188L aw.p»m»ii>«*Co,»,ft*»«tar] 

I DON'T WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN." 

DOHT want to be a Christian," I said, 
Mto be obliged to gire np ererything thai 
makes life pleasant, and go about with a 

kegfoe all the rest of my days. No, thank you j 
Im ray happy as I am." 

Bo saying, I toned away from the earnest, 
pfcirting face of my sister, and banished the dis-
sgmaUe tiiought from my mind. 

Alas? how little I then knew; how little I 
realised what an awful sin I was guilty of in 
dafibera&dy refusing to listen to God's message of 
ahatioii. 

lb; I was perfectly content to go on with the 
fife I had hitherto led. Why should I giro up the 
void a t nineteen? I had all that any girl could 
rMre—a happy home, plenty of friends, and balls 
and parties without number. If I became a Chris
tian, I should hare to relinquish the latter, so of 
eoioee i t was absurd to think of i t 

J u t about this time some gospel meetings were 
being held at the Assembly Booms, and were 
crowded to excess each day. I heard of one or 
two "conversions" among the young girls whom I 
WM in the habit of meeting in society; but when 
told of the wonderful change that had come over 
theee gay worldlings I laughed at the idea, prophesy
ing that " it would soon wear o£" 

"If0*1? yon come and hear for yourselftM 

my sister. "It can do you no harm to go 

But I steadily refused, and plunged deeper than 
NK> intoa wfafcd ef gaiety. 

One day, however, my mother begged me to leave 
a note at the house of a lady who lived close by. 

" I think you may have to wait for an answer/' 
she said, as she sealed and handed it to me. 

At first I rebelled. I knew the lady to whom 
the letter was addressed was one of those whom I 
dreaded to encounter; but at length I consented to 
go, determining in my own mind to let her see that 
I had no intention of being spoken to about my 
soul, should she attempt to broach the subject 

So feeling no doubt very grand and superior, I 
set off. 

"Mrs, C — was at home. Would I please 
walk upstairs?" was the answer to my inquiry. I 
followed the servant, inwardly resolving to " hold 
my own,91 whatever happened. 

To my horror, when we reached the drawing-
room, I found myself in the midst of one of the 
dreaded " meetings " I had heard so much about 

There was a look of surprise on the faces of all 
the occupants of that room as I entered, which 
brought the hot blood with a rush to my cheeks. 
Mrs. G—- rose to meet me, and in her gentle 
way motioned me to a seat near the door; and the 
reading continued as before. I shall never forget 
my feelings as I sat there. Fear and indignation 
strove for the mastery. I saw it alL I had Mien 
unsuspectingly into the trap that had been laid for 
me by my mother and Mrs. C - — . Now there was 
no escape. Gradually the words forced tbemsrfves 
on my hearing. 

Curiously and critically I listened, wondering 
what there could he hi that dry and uninteresting 
book, to light up the fsees of one and all; then, 
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somewhat wearied with listening to what was so 
much Greek to me, I set to planning how best 1 
could slip out of the door and run downstairs with
out being noticed. 

During the prayers that followed the reading, a 
lady who had been sitting dose beside me pleaded 
with God for " the one outside the fold," entreating 
that the Lord would not let me leave the room with
out a blessing; and, oh, how wonderfully He 
answered that prayer! 

Deeper and deeper those words sank into my 
wretched, sinful heart. I felt, as I knelt there, that 
a holy God was searching me through and through, 
and all my sins, like a great wave, came sweeping 
oyer me, carrying all else before it. 

What had I been doing ? How had I dared to 
turn away from the God who was at this moment 
reading my rery soul ? 

Terrified, I Irose from my knees, and stood as though 
in a dream, whilst all the others, with the exception 
of the one who had prayed for me, left the room. 

She came across to me, and asked me that question 
I had always dreaded: 

11 Are you saved V9 

" Ho," I answered abruptly. 
"Do you want to be?" 
For a moment I hesitated. 
"I am too wicked," I said flatteringly. "Oh, 

you don't know what I am, and all the dreadful 
things I have done," I continued, battling with the 
vgreat choking sobs that would come, in spite of my 
efforts to keep them back. 

" Never mind what you have been, or what you 
have done, child," was the quiet rejoinder. "If you 
know yourself to be a sinner, just listen to what 
God says to you." And opening her Bible she read, 
" When we were yet without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly" (Bom. v. 6); and, "I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance." 
% " But," I said doubtfully, " how do I know that 
was meant for me? How can I know God wants 
-me?" 

My companion did not answer, but turned again 
to her Bible, and from the last chapter of Revelation 
-road this verte, " Whosoever will, let him take of the 
, water of life freely/ 

"Now," she said, "do you suppose God has left 
you out in that 'whosoever'f" 

"No," I answered slowly, while the wonderful 
, truth began to dawn across my mind. 

" Then if you believe it was for you, as well ai 
for the rest of the world, that Christ died, you are 
saved. ' Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on Him that seat 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation, but is passed from death unto life.'" 

I needed no more! I saw it all as clearly as 
possible, and a joy I had never experienced before, 
even when I had imagined my happiness complete, 
flooded my whole being. Oh* the wonderful grace 
of God to a wretched sinner! 

I had entered that room, proud, rebellious, stiff-
necked; I left it humbled and broken down by the 
sight I had had of the love of Christ which led Him 
to lay down His life for me. From that moment I 
believe the current of my life was changed. 

" Old things passed away, and all things became 
new." With a sort of horror I turned from that 
which I once imagined was " happiness." Nothing 
but the grace of God could have made me do this; 
good resolutions and "turning over new leaves" m 
worse than futile. Oh, how often we make good 
resolutions! I wonder who has not But wbes 
temptations come, are we able to resist ttaml 

Never, in our own strength. We can alow be 
conquerors through Him that loved, us-

Ah! dear young ones (to whom I am eqpeciattj 
writing), have you never fejt, in the midst of the 
giddy whirl, a sensation of dissatisfaction sod dis
content, as if everything was not ftrifc asitahoold 
be? 

Oh, the heart-aehea, jealousies, and hitter feelings 
that exist in this great weary world 1 Cbritf alone 
can satisfy and fill the aching voids. Will y** ** 
come to Him? There is no question of "gfru| 
up * this thing or the other. When Christ enios 
the heart all else sinks into utter insignificance* BO 
that one gladly and willingly tans from what&fr 
to satisfy, to rest in that great love, the length, 
breadth, depth, and height of which no mortal oso 

JOHN THE BAPTIST. 
1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in tie 

wilderness of Jud®a."—MATT. iii. 1-18. 

interval of some four hundred jem h*1 

elapsed since the last of the OM/Eostsnwnt 
prophets had spoken. Terrible lipisatoto 

filled np the history of those yearai 
Bent by internal dissensions AwLflew ptftf 
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rtrifta, their oountry again and again desolated by I 
heathen oonquerors, the Jewish people had jet been 
jaeeuiied awidrt convulsions whieh shattered em-
pies, and ohanged thne after time the entire aspeot 
of the world. 

Their temple roatowd and beautified by the 
raked Herod, all its services were now punctually 
tarred; the Scriptures read every sabbath in the 
gngognee, and the worship of Jehovah outwardly 
pnfiessed as the religion of the land. 

11 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching 
in the wilderness of Judaea." 

Forth from the deserts, where, alone with God, he 
lad been girded for his life-work-in the spirit and 
powsr of Elijah, a man "filled with the Holy 
Ghost from his mother's womb"—-he oomes suddenly 
hto public prominence, and the whole nation is 
rtinei by Ida mighty summons to repentance. 

* Repeat ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at] 
band" 

Hfcife wa it the multitudes went out to see? 
M k KB clothed in soft raiment;" nay, "a prophet 
sad mm than a prophet "--a man filled with the 
JUtf Ghoet bearing God's own message to His 
nfeflious people. He is the forerunner of the King, 
mi cornea to proclaim the kingdom, the rising of 
ttst Sum of Righteousness of whom Malaehi, the 
lart of IseaeTs prophets, had spoken, the ushering in 
«f that day whieh should "burn as an oven" when 
"aD the proud and all that do wickedly" should 
be as w stubble," leaving them " neither root nor 
fanA." 

like the midnight cry, "Behold, the Bridegroom 
eometh; go ye out to meet him,'9 the Baptist's cry 
a a ery of alarm, startling and solemn. The time 
fcr careless mdiffarenoer far mere formal orthodoxy, 
is past; the axe and the fan are ready to do their 
work. Fruit, good fruit, God is seeking. Every 
tree destitute of such " is hewn down and east into 
the fb&" The wheat is gathered into the garner, 
lot a grain is lost, for4< He wm throughly pxirge His 
floor," and the ehafl; the light worthless dhafl; "He 
will bam with unquenchable fire/' 

These arw words not to be trifled with, and man 
feel their power. They crowd around the unoourtly 
poacher, and oxpruas in baptism their faith in his 
testimony and the cqafcsaion of their sins. No 
outward earemony however would avail now: 
Pharisees aid fladduoeesunohanged in heart reoeive 
as weieotne as they peas* to the Jordan's side. 
"Ctaaenftiea el vipere, who hath waned you to 
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flee from the wrath to oome?" Such are the burp
ing words whieh out home to their consciences, and 
send them away rejecting "the counsel of God 
against themselves, being not baptized of him." 

Bepentanoe is no empty form, not a mere 
surface excitement, but a radical change of thought 
and feeling, going down to the vary roots of a 
man's being, and affecting the whole course and 
current of his life and actional Wot a mere flippant 
acknowledgment of being a sinner that costs 
nothing to make, but the discovery in God's presence 
of the shame, and the wrong, and the eternal 
undoing of a life of sin, and a resolute determination 
to set the face God wards, and, like the prodigal, fin? 
ever to abandon the husks and the swine. 

11 Lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God." 
Hear this! Heed the voice that speaks now from 
heaven! God "OOXKAJTOIXB all men every where to 
repent:' because He hath appointed a day, in the 
which He will judge the world in righteousness by 
that Man whom He hath ordained; whereof Ha 
hath given assuranoe unto all men, in that He hath 
raised Him from the dead." 

But John not merely preached repentance, his 
whole soul glowed with fervour and love as ha 
testified of the blessed One who stood among them 
whom they knew not " John verily baptised with 
the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, 
that they should believe on Him which should come 
after him, that is, on Christ Jesus." 

Clear and emphatic was his testimony to Christ, 
I and that too not merely as the Judge standing at 
the door ready to "discern between the righteous 
I and the wicked," but as the lowly self-emptied One, 
I who had come to be the Saviour of a guilty world. 
And in this character John loved especially to 
present Him. "Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world." 

It was not asceticism nor philosophy, not some 
new departure in theology or morals, that John came 

I to preach, but a living personal Christ, upon whom 
I he had seen the Spirit descending like a dove, and 
remaining on Him, and whom thus> he knew to be 
the Son of God, the Saviour of the world, the only 

I"life" and "Light of men." 
It was no sorrow to John when diseiples left him 

I to follow Jeans. As he looked upon that holy 
spotless One in His walk, the words fell naturally 
from his lips, "Behold the Lamb of God;" and 
the two who hear him speak, have found for ever aa 

I object for their hearts, 
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KOI envious feeling rim m, the miad of John 
whan told how "all nefc oomd to IBm.M FaitiiM 
ftUowois are forsakmg him to follow Christ, sad 
soon a prison 'will close its doors upon himself, and 
end his testimony. Tot tho Bridegroom's voioe is 
enough for this honoured serrant of the Lord At 
he atanda amongst his own diminished nombdrs, he 
xitjrioes greatly; for « He that hath the bride is the 
bridegroom." "He must increase, but I must 
decrease." "This my joy therefore is fulfilled." 
But He Who filled John's heart with joy was the 
object of supreme delight to Ood; for " the Father 
loveth, the Bon, and hath given all things into 
HfelawL" 

Eternal destinies are decided by acceptance or 
rejection of that object of the Fathers love. 

"He that betieveth on the Bon hath everlasting 
life: and he that beBeveth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of Ood abideth on him.'9: 

Friend! is thine heart right with Ood in tike 
mttterof His Son? 

"WB:AT trnxz TB OF cnnisr?" 
The world boasts of its progress, its wisdom, its 

morality. This is the fhtit Ood is seeking—a true 
appreciation of Christ 
' Is He to you the Lamb of God's providing, whose 

Mood has made atonement for your sin, and whom 
now you seek to follow and to please, and whose 
wsee is sweeter than music to your ear? Oris He 
still the "root out of a dry ground," having no 
beauty, no oomciiness, that you should desire Him ? 

Will Ood aooept your Worica of righteousness 
when that which He prises most has been rejected 
and despised? 

Think of the solemn words, " If any man love 
net the Lord Jesus Christ, let 1dm. be Anathema." 

"Will.a few formal prayers, a scriptural creed, et 
even an outwardly blameless life, be esteemed ae 
love? May, "if a man would give all the substance 
of his house far love, it would utteriybeoontemned." 

Lore to Ohriet can alone spring from the knowledge 
of His lore to us. And ttat love we learn as we 
gase upon the OHMS. There we behold "lore that 
no tonguci oan tell, no thought can reach;'* the 
lore of God triumphing over fhe very climax of 

, human wmkednew and am, giving up the dearest 
abject of His lore to a death of unutterable shame, 
in order to sate fhe very murderers of' His Son. 
Hhe cross show* us to be not merely sinners, but 
anoiaks'aril haters of Qed, and at the same moment 
reveals the wondrous fact that Ood ktfet us, aid 

"eominendeth His love toward us, in mat, wttfe 
we were Jet snmers, Christ died roruaj"-

« Herein is love, not that we love* ««d,l bit mat 
He loved us, and sent His Son to be-ffce propitiation 
for our sins." 

Can you believe this and remain ttuteoonnW to 
Odd? Impossible! ««We love Him, beoaowle 
first loved us." 

"8ed so loved the world, that He gave ffis-ouly 
begotten Son, that wnoaeever believeth in Bin 
should not perish, bit have everteatmg KeV 

K W . E 
' » 

A NEW SUIT OF CXtfEHS&r 
|0, Chris, I shant coate 'with yon to

morrow." 
« But why not, Jack, old fellow? H 

you only knew how happy I am in knowing Chrst 
as my Saviour, you'd want to have the same bippi-
ness, I know." 

'•Well, I'll come another time, I promsje; tot 
net to-morrow," 

" But'why should you put it off? why not com 
to-morrow instead? I tell you, if I had only ban* 
the gospel wae such good news, event glad tiffiftft. 
I'd have listened to it long before I dfct i* 
know, Jack, we've been pals in all sorts of mfsesH 
and shared good luek and bad luck, and sttaY to 
one another ee many years, that now fhat I 'of attei 
sad made happy, I just long for you to be tte 

" Well, I 'U just tell you the troth—these aw *• 
only olotbes I 've got, and I shoniaWt like tetftow 
you up by going with you like Una." 

"But that doeen't matter a bit; all*hep8optetto 
go there are working folk*;, the preacher win be" 
working man, and it's just chape like you and mt 
that the hall was buflb for, and af you 11 otly ow«, 
I tell you, you'll get a hearty weloeme mmtad of 
getting looked at Haw da sayyoall bams *> 
morrow, Jack, and 111 meet you, dr call lir^ou." 

"No, not to-morrow, Chris; but I'll" tell, y«« 
what I'll do—I'm going to get a new sanVsa* 
Saturday, ami 111 meet you, and g»withyotton 
Sunday week." 

The above is the substanee of* 
wirich oeeurxed one Saturday evening in Otaobar, 
lwt—, between two young fellow* just antarfag 
upon early inaifkootli John B^f* and Choautf 
&•*-—• lived in Oe north: of London. 9hsy/hai 
long been onWsfas i t and «-na-aaana<m& 
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svtto* rf Betaa; but, MI the mercy of Ood, the 
htfcrhedbsenledtogotobeartta^ 
Ihe^ortta oboeea hy the speaker of the evening 
vie th*;«eil-k)wwA portage in Isaiah liH..a "He 
was wounded for our transgression* He was braised 
fttispr. mlqvtias; the 'chastisement of ear peace 
inftypefclBm; awl with Hia stripes we are healed*" 
Chris had tfUfc beard these words before, but Irith-
oatjpfiwL To naa His iwa words, in writing heme 
the glad BOWS to those of Ms relatives who were 
Christians, "The words had often come to my ears 
before; but this time they sank right down into my 
besrt j'* and there and then resting upon the finished 
vork of Christ, he frond pardon and peace. 

This took plaoe at L - — , in Herefordshire, and 
me of Chris's first acts upon his return to London 
vis to seek ont his old friend, to tell liim of his 
rawly-found joy, and to seek to get him to go to a 
place where the gospel was preached; but the only 
wsoliwaa that given above, and with that he had 
to leave his friend. 

John B 's work was among a number of 
knot Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday passed 
bfu asual; but on the Thursday morning following 
tfe shore conversation, one of the horses became 
rwtire, and kicking out as John was passing behind, 
the pOOT fellow received a blow in the side of the 
tad, which stretched him bleeding end senseless 
upon the floor. He was picked up, and conveyed 
with all speed to the hospital; but it was of no use; 
1» lingered on in unconsciousness through the Fri-
kf9 and then on the Saturday, at the time when he 
otended to buy his new suit of clothes, in which to 
stteod the preaching of the gospel, he passed into 
eternity. Whether in the interval before his injury 
he heeded the entreaty of his friend, and turned 
with purpose of heart to God, is known only to 
Him; but as far ae men was concerned his last offer 
of mercy, his last warning of danger, his last in-
vitaftum to Christ was received on the previous 
Saturday, when he calmly pet the matter aside until 
ha should have purchased his new suit of clothes. 

Bear friend, whoever you may be reading this 
paper, let me ask you to put to yourself the 
question, " If God should call m from this scene 
within a week from to-day, where should I spend 
eternity?" If yon have been led by God's grace 
to eee yourself *; helpless, rained, he&botmd sinner, 
and to lay hold by frfth upon the Work of the Lord 
Jeans Christ, then in Jlfe or in death it will be well 
with ytfn? but if not, if you have heard all about 

the work wrought xrat upon Calvary's cross, but 
have never appropriated the value of that work to 
yourself as an individual sinner, then, by the short* 
ness of time, by the nearness of eternity, by the 
uncertainty of life, I pray you be wiser than waa 
poor John B ; let nothing toad you to put off 
the matter any longer; but now, this moment, 
where you are, and as you are, close in with God's 
offer of mercy, accept the pardon and peace and 
everlasting life that He now offers you in His Son, 
remembering that He has declared," My Spirit shall 
not altoayi strive with men;'9 and* "Behold, now ia 
the accepted time; behold, now is the day of sal* 
vation." J. B. 

' • » • ' 

"OH, WHAT AN EXCHANGE!" 

the close of a very earnest gospel address 
in a mining district in England, the 
preacher invited those who wanted Ufa be 

saved to remain behind for private conversation, 
when difficulties which existed in the mind might 
be relieved by the aid of God's word and prayer. 
One stalwart miner walked up the aisle towards 
the preacher and asked if he were to stay, could he 
be sure of knowing his sins forgiven? he said he 
would stay if such an assurance could be given him, 
but he would tell them plainly he didn't believe it. 
His example was followed by nine others, and the 
rest were dismissed. Portions of the Word were 
read and explained, and several Christians prayed 
for blessing upon the seekers. About midnight 
they all, with one exception, professed to find peae* 
in believing, and left. One, two, and three o'clock 
passed, and yet no light seemed to dawn upon his 
aouL The preacher knew that God in His infinite 
love was waiting to be gracious, that Christ had died 
to save the poor, lost, guilty sinner, and that there* 
fore the hindrance was in the miner, whom Satan 
was seeking to hinder from ooming as an undone 
sinner to an able and willing Saviour; he there* 
fore felt unwilling to go away, though urged by 
others to do so. 

Looking to the Lord for guidanoe, the Bible was 
again opened, this time at 2 Cor. v. 21, and he waa 
pointed out what a complete transfer was there made 
for the believer in Jesus. "For He hath made 
Him to be sin tor us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Bin," 
For some time the poor sin-convicted miner looked 
from the words to which the preacher's finger wad 
pointing, and which he was reading with team in' 
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his eye*, to the preacher's face; this ho did several 
timea, and at last exdaimed, " la that it? Oh, I tee 
it all! I see it all! Why, bless Him, He took all 
my sma—my swearing, drunkenness, my wickedness, 
and—and gives me His righteousness—the righteous* 
ness of God! Oh, what an Exchange!" His joy 
scarcely knew bounds. Thanksgiving was offered 
to God for His grace in thus saving his sonl through 
faith in the atonement of His Son. 

The poor—not poor any longer—miner went 
home singing; his voice was heard ringing in the 
streets just as the grey streaks of dawn were 
lighting the horizon— 

" My God is reoonciled, 
His pardoning voice I hear; 

Ho owns me for His child, 
I can no longer fear," 

When he reached his wretched home, he sang out 
to his wife, who was not surprised at his long 
absence, for it was a usual occurrence, " My lass, I 
have not been to the ' publicv to-night; no, nor ever 
Bhall again; 1*ve been converted; my sins are all 
forgiven; Jesus has taken them all away and given 
me His righteousness* Will you come to the 
preaching to-night?" "Aye, that I will, Johnny 
lad, and glad to/ ' He just had time to get a bit of 
breakfast and go off to his work, for he had to go 
down the pit before six o'clock. His work-mates 
heard him singing— 

44 My God is reoonciled, 
His pardoning voice I hear/' 

Presently a loud rumbling noise was heard in the 
mine, and when the cause was ascertained it was 
found that the roof had given way, and a large 
block of earth had fallen and covered the subject 
of this narrative. Before eight o'clock that morning 
his oorpse was carried home, but his newly-saved 
soul had gone to be M with the Lord.19 

Reader, had he resisted the conviction in his 
sonl, wrought there by the Holy Ghost while 
listening to God's love in giving His Son to be 
his Saviour, in the gospel, what vastly different, 
eternal results would have been his portion. The 
difference is between being KUBVALLY BAVBD and 
being KKBNALLY LOST. 

How is it with yon ? If you were aa suddenly 
called from time into eternity, would you go to be 
"witfi Christ1' and share evermore Hie glory, and 
sing of His redeeming love? or would your destiny 
be that "lake of fire," the eternal abode of the 
devil and his angels? 

I f unsaved, let me entreat yon to find fat 
Sori^ue I have qnoted, and give it five mfauritf 
mAditation, and may God give yon the simple 
faith to Jtppropriate the Massed truth and take the 
transfer for yourself 

Hey who knew no sin, was MAOT sor te us, tkd 

w$ might be luxm YH» meHxaomoms of God in Hk! 
"He hath once suffered for sins, the j u t tor the 

unjust" " Verily, verily I (Jesus) say unto yes, 
He that believeth on Me hath everlasting life" 

G. W. a 

"HO, EVERT ONE THAT THIRSTBTE* 
•'Ho, every one that fhirsteth, oome ye to the waters, and h* ftit 

hata no money; ooo* ye, buy,and ess; yea, eons, toy wiatasi 
wSSk without money and without price."—ISAIAH IT. i. 

0, every one that thirsteth," 
This is the Saviour* • cry, 

« Oome to the living waters— 
Ob, freely oome an* bay/* 

No gold tern yon He noodoth, 
The priceless gift is free; 

If thou His blood bat pleadeth, 
'Tia all He asks of thee. 

Why should yen waste your treasure 
On things that fade and die ? 

The world hath not one pleasure 
The heart to satisfy. 

Death and corruption dweDeth 
In all the joys of earth, 

And thou thy sonl thus seHeth 
For what is nothing worth. 

Oome to the living waters, 
True blessings to obtain; 

Gome, all ye sons and daughters, 
And never thirst again. 

Tis God, thy Saviour, calls thee, 
He will the blessing give, 

And whosoever willeth 
Can go to Him and live. 

Oome, for the feast is ready, 
The doors are open stQl; 

Oome, for the Master waiteth, 
His prinoely house to AIL 

Hark how He gently tells thee 
That there is room to spare; 

His vary love compels thee 
To enter freely there. 

Now is the time appointed, 
Now is the open door; 

For soon the hour is coining 
When time shall be no more. 

One swift, one fleeting moment 
May pass and seal your fcte, 

And leave you through eternity 
To mourn yon came too late. 

&M.W-
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TWICE BOKN IN ONE HOUSE. 

HOME time ago I read in one of our period* 
icals the statement "that very few, if 
any, who neglect the salvation of the soul 

to ft late period of life, ever become converted to 
Sod at all;" and, as a proof; giving a list of one 
thousand conversions, divided into classes aooording 
ID age; oak of that number 099 were converted 
te&re tfcey wen sixty years of age, and one only 
rfttr that period. I felt such a statement was 
olsulated, not only to discourage Christians who 
may be anxious about aged friends, but would have 
tirndkr effect upon the aged themselves. At the 
w time, it appeared to limit the power of the 
gapd, and the grace of God. While I would not 
moorage the young to procrastinate, seeing that 
Godmys, " NOW is the accepted time, and NOW is 
the day of salvation,91 yet the same blessed truth 
ecpsQy applies to those who are advanced in years. 
I weald nprd no case, however bad, as hopeless, 
bettering that still "the gospel is the power of God 
nto miiatkm to every one that believeth," and 
fat however aged a person may be, however aggra-1 
nteibm guilt* i£ seeing his danger and willing to I 
pse up his sin, he only comes by faith to the Lord 
Jens Christy he will prove the truth of Christ's 
own words, " Him that cometh to Me I will in no 
wise east out," and by blessed experience-will know 
"that H e is able to save to the uttermost all that 
«to to God by Him." I trust the following account 
tftee wlio sought and found peace at a late period of I 
life may encourage others to "go and do likewise." 

la the year 1875, while conducting a series of 
evangelistic services in the town of Monmouth, I 
noticed i n the congregation an aged woman, listening 
vny attentively, and evidently deeply impressed by 
the message delivered. After a few evenings, the 
anxious ones were invited to remain at the dose of I 
the service; amongst others who stayed was the one 
referred to, and whom we afterwards knew as Mrs. 
L< « J. She was naturally very reserved, and for a 
tone tried, to hide her feelings, but at length 
iimliBTifl her anxiety, and very earnestly enquired, 
" What mmt I do to is saved?" For several days 
she continued in this distressed state of mind; all 
thai eoald be said or read to her brought no reliel 
Wis fiU powsrisss, bat knew He who had wounded 
ootid heal* and in His own time and way apply the 
bafan to her wended spirit This He graciously I 
did. As we entered the hall one evening die was 

WATCHMAN. £29 

I standing at the door, her eyes sparkling with joy, 
and to the question, "Is it well?11 she grasped my 
hand in both hers, and said, "Thank God, it is tteR, 
I can say now, ' Safe in the arms of Jesus, safe on 
His gentle breast19' 

My time being fully occupied, and Mrs. L 
living a long distance from the town, I had but 
little opportunity of conversing personally with her. 
Prom others I learned she had been many yean a 
widow, was of moral and upright character, but of 
a very reserved, independent, and unsociable dis
position. The nights were very dark, the weather 
and the room in which the services were held was 
bitterly cold, the distance for one 78 years of age 
long, the road lonely, yet none of these tilings 
deterred Mrs. L . Night after night she might 
be seen stepping along, lantern in hand, singing as 
she came, toward the {dace of meeting. Whoever 
might stay away, her seat was seldom empty, and 
though the series extended over three months, she 
never wearied, her happy smiling face encouraging 
the preacher, and giving unmiatakeaUe evidence of 
a change wrought within* 

Two years pass away, and another series of 
services were arranged to be held in the same town, 
these Mrs. L attended regularly as before. 
Oould I find time to visit her oottage some after* 
noon? I promised to do so, and, accompanied by a 
friend, fulfilled that promise the first opportunity* 
We found her in the garden, of which she waa 
justly proud, for though small it was literally 
covered with flowers of every hue, in the midst of 
which stood the oottage, a poor old dilapidated 
place, all rapidly going to decay, and forming a 
strange contrast to the life and beauty around. 

And fids is where you live, Mrs. L •• •?" was 
my remark on entering. 

" Yes," she replied smiling. "To you no doubt 
it looks a poor, lonely, unoomfortahle place; but I 
would not exchange it, poor as it is, for the finest 
house in the world. I really love the old place, and 
no wonder. I hat* Ism born twice m this house." 
Pointing to the room above, she continued, "In 
that room I was born into the world, here I spent 
my childhood, my youthful days, my married life; 
here my father, mother, husband, and children, all 
but one, have died; and here, unless my blessed 
Saviour comes quickly, I expect to die too." 

"You have passed through many changes in yew 
time, Mrs. Lr—— ?" 

"Yes," she again replied, "but the most impom 
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taut change of my Mfe took place in this very room," 
and rising from her chair, and going towards the 
window, she said, " Two years ago on this spot I 
passed from death to lift." 

" Perhaps you will, tell us how it occurred, Mrs. 

•'Well, for several days I bad bee* in great 
trouble about my sins. God's Spirit bad shown me 
what a sinner I was; that my whole life had been 
a life of rebellion against God. It was my usual 
washing-day, and I was anxious to got it done, so 
that I might not miss the meeting; As I stood there 
rubbing the clothes, the thought eame to my mind, 
"Ton are washing the clothes, but your heart 
stands more in need of washing than they.19 Yes, 
I said to myself, it does. Oh that I could get it 
washed as easily! Then I thought of what I had 
heard of God's love to poor sinners; how, though 
they deserved death, He gave His Son Jesus Christ 
to die for them, and that He was ready to cleanse 
and save to the uttermost all that came to Him; 
Oat He had even said, 4 Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though red 
Ike crimson, fhey shall be as wool.' I oould scarcely 
hope that He would cleanse and save such an old 
sinner as me, but I oould but try. As I stood 
reasoning with myself; the burden grew heavier. 
I felt as if I could bear it no longer, and said, '/9tf 
wash no more clothes till my heart is washed m the 
Heed of the Lamb.9 I fell on my knees and cried as 
I had never cried before, 'Lord, wash met wash mel 
and I shall be whiter than snow/ All at once the 
text came, 'The blood of Jesus Christ God's Son 
cieanseth us from all sin/ I said, ' That is what I 
want I trust thai Need to deause ma' In an 
instant the burden wis gona I saw that Christ 
died instead of me, the just for the unjust, the good 
for the bad, and that hsUeemg on Him I had eternal 
life. I felt as if I was in a new world, all seemed 
changed around me. The old cottage looked better, 
the flowOTi in the garden brighter. I could scarcely 
wait for evening to come, so that I might tell you I 
was a now creature in Christ Jesus, that I had 
passed from death to K& that old things had passed 
away and all'things had become new." 

I looked avound Hie room, it was Tory humble; 
there were but few of the necessaries, to say nothing 
of the comforts, of life there. As if reading my 
thoughts, the said, " I am like the poor woman you 
told us of, who went from the workhouse to heaven; 
sh»|mfl not much of this wetlcfs goods, but she had 

Christ I have but little of this world's goods, but 
I have Christ, which is for better. My stay here will 
be but shorty and then 'forever with the Lad.9" 

"But living by yourself; so far away from to v* 
and friends, are you not lonely, Mrs. L-—!" 

"No," she replied, uit9s not like living slonemw, 
the blessed Saviour is always with me. I cannot 
eee Him, but I know He is here; I talk to Hm ill 
the day, just as I talk to you now; I want now 
else, He is just the best friend I have on earth." 

We had not much to say that afternoon, Ha 
L — was the preacher, and listening to hatm 
hearts were warmed and cheered. Sitting thmie 
felt it was not large houses, expensive furniture, K 
grand surroundings that make happiness. H» 
was one having none of these things, and yet H 
happy as a queen upon her throne. Why was thai 
Ah, she had the love of God shed abroad in kr 
heart; the Spirit bore witness with her spirit that 
she was a child of God. As regards this lift it 
could say, " The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall tot 
want'9 With reference to death she could ay, 
"Yea, though I walk through the valley of tl» 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou ut 
with me," while as to the jfeAr* she could alnqr, 
" It doth not yet appear what we shall be, tratvfe* 
He appeareth we shall be like Him, ibr we sWI* 
Him as He is." Reader, how is it with you? 

As we closed our last meeting, we said to Hn 
L , "Good-bye. God be with you." Shesaid, 
" I shall not bid you good-bye to-night I shall 
come to the station to see you away." "Bat *s 
leave early, and your house is a long way off." "I 
shall be there," was the reply, and sure enough she 
came, bringing in her hand a luge bouquet of flowes 
gathered from her garden. As the train came uj 
she said, * Farewell, I shall never see you on earth 
again, but we shall meet on the other side," ud 
.quoting our closing hymn— 

"There will be no parting there, 
In heaven above, where all is love, 
There will be no parting there.99 

A Christian sister, working as a Bibto-womfltt in 
the town, who often visited her, writes: "It was 
really wonderfal to see the change wrought in Mm 
L ; from being an unsociable, hard, and an* 
forgiving woman, die became gentle and oompaasioih 
ate as a little child. Though seldom attending 
any place of worship before her oenvwmta, the 
now became a regular attendant <at the UMUtiip 
on Sundays, as well as nttending Hum of <fe* 
meetings each week She literally hnagssbd ad 
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thirsted for the word of life, and very rapidly grew 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Sariemr Jesus Christ The aid she received from 
the pariah (three shillings per week) keeping her 
from actual want, she plodded on in her quiet way, 
neter uttering a complaint, but ever ready to tell of 
the goodness of God to one—as she said of herself 
—so unworthy. The only trouble she had now 
was in reference to her son, the only one left to her, 
wA from whom some years before she had parted in 
anger, declaring she never would fbrgive him. 
Having been forgiven herself, and knowing her time 
on earth was short, she yearned to see and tell him 
of her forgiveness. She knew not where he was, 
bsfcmade inquiry, and though she had never travelled 
befare, took two or three long journeys on foot to 
lad Mm. At length her efforts were crowned with 
success, they were reconciled to each other; he again 
Tinted her home, and her heart was filled with joy. 
4 God has dene great things for me/ she would say, 
41 have hot one desire more, that my boy may be 
savsdsodMowme to heaven/ Still herfaith wavered 
not 'I may not live to see the change, but it will 
hie place. God is the hearer and answerer of 

pnjer, and there i$ nothing too hard for JRm.' 
u Thus Mm L — ^ went on in her staple^ earnest, 

flathftd way, witnessing with her life as well as her 
Hps fir about two years more, when suddenly the 
call came, 'Come up higher.1 It was Sabbath 
mmug On the previous evening she had visited 
tbtown to bey her few necessaries; had called and 
ipst a Mttle time as usual with some dear friends, 
tto, like herself had been brought to know the 
lord through the evangelistic services. She was at 
the time suffering from pain; said she had passed 
twoor three sleepless nights, but that God's presenoe 
had eheered her in the midst of all, and spoke very 
lovingly of that Saviour who had loved and washed 
her in His most precious blood. They little thought 
that would be her last visit; but so it proved. 
BcUixming hone Ae retired to rest; the next morn
ing her neighbour (the only one near) not seeing 
her about as usual, knocked at the door, and inquired 
if all was welL She answered from the bedroom 
window ' that she had been very ill during the night* 
bet was now better, and intended to go to church.9 

Time passed oft, and all being silent in the house, 
another knock was given, but this time no answer 
waa returned from within. Getting alarmed, a friend 
w w e n t isr He came; mid receiving no answer 
to Us fcmttk, the door was forced open* when the 

body of Mrs. L was found stretched across the 
hearth. To all appearance die had attempted to 
kindle the fire, but had not succeeded. On examin
ation, it was found the spirit had fled; instead of 
joining the worshippers of earth, she had joined the 
worshippers of heaven. At that humble cottage doer 
had halted the chariots of the King. No earthly 
friend was present to see her departure, no breast on 
which to lean her dying head, no loving hand to 
close her eyes or wipe the death dew from her brew> 
yet no doubt the one she loved better than all of 
earth was there. 'Lo, I am with you alway' extends 
to the latest moment of life. How she realised 
that presence, what she said, saw, heard, or felt, is 
hid from all. This we know, the world faded, 
heaven dawned, the spirit fled. Glorious shange! 
For her to die was gain; sickness, weariness, ni 
pain giving place to immortal health; old age to 
perennial youth; sorrow to eternal joy; the lowly 
abode of earth to the mansions of the blest above; 
the body left behind, the soul present and for ever 
with the Lord. A few days after, all that was 
mortal was interred in S i Mary'sehurehyard, along
side her husband and children, there to wait till the 
resurrection mom. Thee that body shall be restored, 
strong, beautiful, and vigorous, meet abode for the 
enraptured spirit that shall tenant it agaut̂  'fash
ioned like unto His own glorious bodyr according to 
the working whereby He is able to subdue all things 
unto Himself'" 

Thus ends, dear reader, the brief account of one 
who lived a long life without God, but who through 
grace saw her sinfulness, her danger, heard of Christ, 
trusted His blood for cleansing, and was made 
happy in a Saviour's love. Have you seen your 
sin, your danger? Have you fled to Christ for 
refuge ? Bid you ever say from your heart— 

u Jems, I do trust The*, 
Trust Thee with my soul; 

Ghrilty, weak, and helpless, 
Jesus, make me whole " P 

If not, will you doit now? You ere guilty, Sihis 
upon you. Eternal death awaits you. You cannot 
deliver yourself. Bo earthly friend can help ysftx 
Only Jesus can save, His blood alone can cleanse. 
Trust Him, and you are eternally saved. Rqjedt 
Him, you are eternally lost This is the alternative 
divinely put, " He that betieveth cm the Son hath 
everlasting life, and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God ahideth on 
Hun." Wrath now. Wrath to come. Ageepass, 
still wrath to coma Oh, reader, esoppeiotfhy life, 
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"Certainly not" 
"Where is it thent" 
" In Ohrist, and the testimony of His own wort." 
" What Scriptures would yea give to oanfim I 

what yon say?" 
"There are many*, but there is one I an very find 

of, which I fhink is very dear* It is this, <EB | 
that heereth my word, and believeth on Him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and qhall not MM 
into condemnation; but is passed from death rate 
life/" (John v. 24.) 

How frequently we hear people say, "I haviiit 
got the assurance/' just as if the assurance of siht-
tion was only for a favoured few, and not tie 
privilege of all who have trusted in Christ He 
Scriptures say, "The work of righteousness dull 
be peacej and the effect of righteousness qutftsw 
andasmrwi* for over." (Isa»xxxii 17.) "Itarosr 
gospel came not unto you in word only, but alio in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance." (1 Thess. I 5.) The reason why many 
who profess to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
have not got the assurance is just this, they do not 
really and truly believe on Him, but are seonty 
clinging to a bit of their own self-righteouina*, 
which is nothing else but "filthy rags;" or looking 
into their "sinful self," and changing, fitful feeling* 
and not wholly and exclusively to the Lord Jw 
Ohrist, and the bare testimony of the written fwl 

Beloved reader, may I ask, Have you get As 
assurance of salvation? In short, do you knowyw 
are saved, and that your sins are all forgiven f Are 
you certain about this t Do you ask, Can anyone 
be sure that they are saved? I answer, Tea, they 
canj and this is having what many call awsw*-

God's word is very positive on this important 
subject Though "all have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God," "Christ was delivered fcr 
our offences, and raised again for our justification* 
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peas 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ19 (BODLT. 
1.) "He that hath the Son hath life.19 (1 John.* 
12.) " Whosoever believeth in Him should *< I 
perish, but have everlasting life.*' "He M 
beHeveth on the Son AoM everlasting life.0 (John ni. | 
15, 36.) These and other Scriptures are a W 
proof that "assurance" is the blessed privily * 
all who simply trust in Christ And the word of , 
God is the ground of this assurance, and net our j 
experience, realization, or feelings. " He# that I 
believeth on TRm is not condemned." (John in. 18*) 
"He that heareth my word, and believeth <m Him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life/ (John v. 24.) 
How many would substitute for "hearing -
" seeing/' " believing," " feeling," " having, 
"hoping!" And no wonder then that they hare 
not got the assurance. The "fall assurance of 
ftdths is just believing what God says, whettar J* 
feelitornot & l a v . 
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escape now. "Behold, now is the accepted time, 
behold! now is the day of salvation.19 Delay not 
Heaven with all its glory is yet within your reach. 
Christ Jesus died to save you, waits to receive you, 
has saved tens of thousands bad as you* But even 
though He had not, though you were the blackest, 
vilest sinner that ever trod the earth, you have only 
now and as you are to cast yourself at His feet with 
the cry, "Lord, save, or I perish,19 and you shall 
prove that 

" As He answered praying Paul, 
And sinking Peter too, 

As soon as you for mercy call, 
He'll surely answer you/9 

G* HlROBB. 

"I HAVEN'T GOT THE ASSURANCE9' 
ffjBQBSHlLE staying in a pretty watering-place 
R j t n in Scotland, as I was passing over the 
IAA40 links one morning, I noticed a lady sitting 
on a seat alone. After apologizing for my intrusion, 
I asked if she would kindly accept a little book to 
read at her leisure. 

" Certainly,0 she replied j "I am always glad to 
read anything that is good." 

The courteous way in which die received the 
book led me into Author conversation with her; so 
I said, " I presume you are a Christian ? " 

"I hope Iain." 
11 But are you not sure of it? " 
" I should not like to say I am quite sure, though 

I believe in Christ, and know He is the only One in 
whom we can trust for salvation. I must candidly 
confess / have net got the assurance, and, you know, 
it is not the privilege of all believers to have it.99 

Finding she was, like many at the present day, 
looking into herself, and not the word qf Ood, for 
the assurance of salvation, I referred her to several 
suitable portions of Scripture. While doing so, I 
noticed her looking anxiously across the link, and 
then, smiling, she said: 

"Oh, here is my niece coming! die will be able 
to tajk with you better than I can, for she has got 
the fiimraacff.19 

When her niece reached the seat where we were, 
I said to her, " I have been speaking to your aunt 
about assurance, and die tells me yon have i t Then 
you hnow you ate saved f 

"Oh, yes!" 
"And you haTtt the usnranoe? " 

• "Yen* 
« b i t in your ftetings?"' 
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Pages for Believers. 

HOLINESS. 

A WOBD FOR TOUHO OONVXBXB. 

hare had much speaking on the subject of 
holiness, and it is well to have our minds 
stirred up in the things of God, But 

while earnestly contending for the truth, let us 
nerer forget that the hearing ear is the preparation 
for the understanding heart Let us always wait 
to get the word from the Master before we speak 
for Him, remembering that He who knew most of 
the mind of God, had His ear opened morning by 
morning to hear as the learner. This, then, is our | 
privilege and our power. First, to see that we have 
got the message—then to give i t We shall find our-
ftetas bome along in a strength not our own, for 
Hurad shall perform that which He pleases, and 
shall prosper in the thing whereto He sent i t 

Kinr let us turn a while from our own thoughts 
to see what the Spirit of God says about holiness. 
We shall look briefly at two passages in Eph. iil 
and 2 These, iv., which seem to grasp the Christian 
life from its beginning in the first divine seed sown, 
to its dose in the fulfilment of our one blessed hope. 
The one shows us the inflow of divine life and 
strength; the other, the result of this in the 
richness of matured fruit, found at His coming to 
the Husbandman's eternal praise. First, then, let 
us tarn to Paul's prayer in Bph. Hi He is evidently 
coming to ask of God the very highest blessedness 
for these Sphesian saints. It was to be a gift 
aeoarding to the richness of God's glory, to receive 
which they needed to be strengthened with might 
by His Spirit, What then was this wondrous thing 
to be granted, from which Paul expected such rich 
result? Hot the gift of tongues, neither of healing, 
or of doing mighty works. Just "to know the lave 
of Chrud." Bear friends, does this seem a little 
thing to us? It did not seem a little thing to Paul, 
for he adds, "That ye might be filled with all the 
fulness of God,* "This is life eternal, {hat they 
might know thee.49 Such were the words of our 
Lord Jesus on the earth; and just as our first breath 
of life is in the knowledge of Hun who gave Himself 

for us, so all our growth in holiness and spiritual 
strength is simply in the going on to know more of 
Jesus, and as we learn of His love, to get it deeply 
reflected within. This is the being rooted and 
grounded in love—this is getting settled on the 
foundation. 

Now look at 1 Thess. iii. 12, 13. This reaches 
on to the coining, when the fruit shall be manifested. 
"The Lord make you to increase and abound in 
love.* This is not love to a select few, not love 
to those in whom we see the likeness of Jesus, and 
whom we cannot help loving; but love iStoward 
one another, and toward alL" like unto God's 
love wherewith He loved the world, as we read in 
John's epistle, " Every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knoweth God." It may be small in 
measure, but if it is a drop from the ocean above 
it will be the same in kind. " To the end He may 
stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before 
God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all His saints." Here we see 
that not alone our service, but our hearts, shall pass 
under the light, the eternal all-searching light of 
God's holy eye; and yet there is an exhortation so 
to be established in the love of Christ now that 
we may be found unblameable in holiness before 
Him. Now these are wondrous heights of glory 
and blessedness to set before us as we wait amid the 
shadows for the bright and morning star. Only let 
us remember that the first step of ascent in the 
ladder of holiness is love, and we never can reach 
the top unless we commence at the bottom. This 
is not a looking in for what is not there, but a 
looking off unto Jesus—learning little by little the 
length, and breadth, and depth, and height of His 
great love wherewith He loved us—until we can 
spell out in our lives here some of its heavenly 
language fertile world to read. We may talk much 
about holiness* and even think we have attained to 
it, but we never can speak a language until we first 
learn the A B C. 

Dear young Christians, shall we then sit down 
as little children before this wondrous mystery of 
love in the heart of Jesus until we are foil with its 
riches? and then while learning our own emptiness 
we shall be filled with the fulness of God. 

A.X.W. 
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Notices. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO OUR READEBS. 
Wi are now reaching the close of another year of our 
happy servioe in conducting this publication, and we do so 
with great thankfulness and gratitude to God for His 
continued blessing, which has rested on our work. We 
have had continued testimony from various parts of the 

E)be that the truths oontained in The Gospel Watchman 
ve been blessed to the salvation of souls. To Ham be 

all the praise. 
Wo take this opportunity of again asking our Christian 

friends for their practical sympathy and help in the circu
lation of our paper. We rejoice to say that year by year 
oar oircalafcion has been maintained; rat we are stall de
sirous of its extension, feeling confident that the Lord will 
use it to wider usefulness. We therefore ask our readers 
to aid us in the matter of making it known in circles whore 
hitherto it has not reached. 

Christians interested in evangelistic work of any kind 
will find our paper a most useful addition to the preached 
Word. It is well adapted for general distribution, or for 
lending from house to house. 

The numbers for December and January are specially 
suitable for circulation at the elose of the Old, and the 
commencement of the New Tear; and we ask the prayers 
of the Lord's people that they may be used to arouse many 
from the deep of death, and lead them to Him who is 
«TKS Ion." 

These numbers will be supplied at reduced rates in 
quantities for distribution on application to the publisher. 
Sample Packets of Twenty or more back numbers, grmtie 
and post free* to those who will seek to aid us by getting 
fresh subscribers. 

The Editor would draw speoial attention to the speoial 
issue of the 

Watchman's Message for 1889. 

It is admirably adapted for very wide circulation, and 
ought to be sown broadcast. I 

It m eupplied at the low price of 80/- per 1,000, dire* 
from the Publisher. 

THE LORD'S POOR. 
Fon some years past a few of our readers have sent us 
small sums to distribute to the aged and sick poor of the 
flock. Knowing of many such, we would again sav that 
we shall feel it a great privilege to be the medium or con
veying any gifts that may be sent to us to those who, 
during the inclement season now approaching, are needing 
anmetmes the very nensssnrins of life. 

ZHI GOSPEL WATCHMAN." 
this Magashm are made up 

BACK OTMBIB8 07 
Floods of Back Numbers i 

at the following cheap rates: 
360 for 10s. 600 far 20s. 

These will be found very useful for distribution. 

FREE OIBOT7LATXON OF TRACTS. 
Wi have continually applications far Grants of Tracts from 
those who are unable to buy as largely as they would, but 
who have mat opportunities el cfamlatang them. While 
we send out a very considerably number free, we are unable 
to meet the demand, and if any of our readers feel led to 
send us any donation far this purpose we shall be grateful, 
and will send out' Tracts and Books to the fullest value far 
the 
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WATCHMAN, wh:it of the ni^ht? 
The watchman said, The morning 
cometh, and also the night: if yc 
will enquire, enquire ye; return, 
come." (Isaiah i l l . 14.) 

0 EVERY y . S M ^ j . 

" SON of man, I hare « t thee 
watchman unto the house of Urac I; 
therefore thou shah h ar the word 
at my mouth, and warn ttiem from 
mc." (Uzckicl xxxiti* 7.) 

,,...1 , 

LOSM*: Jjutn & HAWKIWS, 86, Baker Street, W.; 
•ad IS, Sttemoeter Spore, B.O. D E C E M B E R 1, 1 8 8 1 . AW.Pi*ran>oB*a>.,*r»tenioeterftflW. 

1' 
MISSED THE PORT." 

[HE following is an account of an incident 
I read of some time back, 

It was a day long to be remembered by 
tie aflons exposed to the fury of the tempestuous 
an. The heavens were mantled in gloomy clouds, 
the rain descended in torrents, and the fierce wind 
blew into the mouth of the harbour, rendering the 
narrow rock-bound entrance exceedingly dangerous. 
Many persons had gathered along the shore, and 
stood watching the waves dashing against the 
massive stones that lined the pier. 

Some had anxious faces, and were thinking of 
Absent friends exposed to the perils of the great 
deep; some, moved by a common sentiment of 
humanity, were waiting for an opportunity to succour 
the distressed; and all were alike ready to aid in 
Baring those about to perish. Shouts of joy arose 
from each spectator, as one storm-tossed bark after 
another sailed into the harbour, and anchored beyond 
the reach of the raging billows. As the day 
idvanced the wind increased in fury, and the frown
ing clouds cast a yet deeper gloom over the angry 
waters. It was almost sunset, when all eyes were 
turned towards a large schooner which was rapidly 
approaching the shore. Each voice was hushed in 
silence, and all stood in breathless suspense, doubting 
whether she could safely enter the narrow mouth of 
the harbour. Suddenly th6 silence was broken by an 
aged sailor, who tfrrewup his hands, and exclaimed, 
"Missed port! gone! Itatl" The next moment the 
noble vessel fttatek the priojfcettafc rocks, Was dashed 
to pieces, and every one on board perished? 

The ship on her voyage is in many ways a picture 
of the life of man here on earth. There is the 
storm and the calm, the cloud and sunshine, which 
make up his days. But more than this, the ship is 
going on, she has an object in view, 'business to 
transact, a port to gain. So it is with man; he has 
an object in view, he has business to transact, and 
he has a port to gain. Now, dear friend, I would ask 
you, What object have yon in view in this voyage of 
life that you. have entered upon ? Is your dtatte 
fixed on some earthly thing? are you striving to 
become rich! or is your aim only to become comfort
ably settled 1 or perhaps you are seeking enjoyiaenl 
in the world's pleasures, or trying to make a name 
that shall live when your body shall be crumbling 
into dust Your object in life may be one of these, 
or some other I have not mentioned; but whatever 
it is apart from the glory of God, it is not worth 
living for- The apostle Paul says, " The low ef 
Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that 
if one died for all, therefore all died: and he died 
for all, that they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, hut unto Him which died for 
them." (2 Cor, v. 14, 15.) Do you know, deatf 
rqader, anything of the precious truths Paul spealqi 
of in these words? In your own soul do,you know 
that Chriqt died for you, He, the just one, for you 
the guilty one, and that on the cross He f ^ y ato«$d 
for that guilt of yours ? If you know this, then I 
beseech you let your object in life be His glory. 
Then, like the shigty you have a business to trapapct 
I read of one,in early life who said, " Wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father's business t" You 
remember who this was, the blessed Lord Jesus 
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Himself Do you know anything of this also? or 
are you so occupied with your own concerns that you 
have thought, and perhaps brought yourself to 
believe, that you have no time for any other? 
What a delusion this is! God has not only given you 
time and opportunity for transacting the affairs of 
this life, but also of that which is to come* Be* 
loved reader, I pray you make Him your own God 
and Father in Christ Jesus, and then your business 
will be His, and His business will be yours, and you 
shall know what fellowship with the Father and 
His Son Jesus Christ is in your own soul. 

Also the Bhip has a port to gain. What is the 
port you desire to rest in when this life comes to its 
close ? I hear you answer, " Heaven, to be sure!" 
but̂  friend, what course are you taking? there is 
only one that leads up thither, and that is the 
"narrow path;" are you walking in it? How 
many a ship has bid Mr for the desired haven, but 
has been lost on the rocksj and how many a young 
man and young woman have seemingly started fair 
on the voyage, baring their feces heavenward, but 
Where ore they to be found now ? Awful to think 
of! they are lost, and that for ever! Some evil habit 
or worldly pleasure has drawn them aside, and why f 
They were never truly regenerate, never born again, 
they had never trusted in Christ to the saving of 
their souls. Turn for a moment to the incident I 
have recorded. Here was a vessel in a fearful 
ttorm, the harbour of refuge was before her, des-
trmtioa on either side! has she the power to enter 
the place of safety ? No! Although she straggles 
bravely, the power against her is too great; she 
yields to it, and she " missed the port/' and was lost! 
• Dear, dear friend, God places before you an open 
heaven, but there is such a mighty power of evil both 
within you and surrounding you that you have no 
power to enter it of yourself, and even if you had you 
could not be admitted in your present unregenerate 
and sinful state. No! your first step heavenward is to 
"Christ;" for He is the way. Accept Him and what 
He has done for you on Calvary's cross. Shall His 
precious blood be died for you in vain ? shall His 
dying love be any longer rejected by you ? What 
more, belbved, do you desire ? Here is a complete 
and perfect salvation offered, that shall not only 
4aVe you from eternal destruction, but give you also 
a sure and certain title to the glory. 

I beg of you accept it now! Time is fast hasten
ing on. How quickly the days go by 1 week follows 
week, and the years tell up, and as the day of our 

birth comes round it whispers loudly of the day of 
our death. Tea, death, or the coming of the Lord, 
will put an end to the voyage; the vessel will have 
reached its destination; but tell me, dear render, 
where will that be? Is it the many-mansioaed 
home where Jesus is that you are making for? will , 
that glory-land of light and joy be your eternal 
harbour, your port of safety f or are you still toned 
about on the troubled seas of this life, without a raj 
or beacon of hope to guide ? and shall it have to be 
said of you, when the voyage is over, " Hissed psrt/ 
gone! lost!" Q. 8.1 

THE DECEIVER A N D T H E GIVER 

HILE passing along one of the main 
thoroughfares in the south of London, I 

was attracted to a little group of people 
standing at the corner of one of the by-street*; tier 
were gathered round a man who was standing <m & 
low stool holding a purse in his hand, and wink 
waiting I heard him say, "Now look here,ladies 
and gentlemen, there is no deception, I assure jos; 
in fact, you can see for yourselves* and everybody 
knows that 'seeing is believing.9 I put three 
shillings into this purse, and will sell it fa m 
shilling." 

I wondered whether anybody would be nmpk 
enough to believe such a statement, and was wt-
prised to see him sell several. One of the pur
chasers was a young man, whose eyes glistened it 
the thought of his shilling so quickly making three. 
So after he had paid his money and received the 
purse, I went up and asked him whether he hid tf 
much as he expected. He opened the purse and 
showed me twopence, which was all the pw 
contained, and before I could say another word he 
darted off exceedingly mortified, and afraid lee* I 
should laugh at his folly. 

A short time after, at the corner of one of the 
streets in Boho, there was a similar-looking com
pany, and a man was standing in the oentre inviting 
his hearers to take of the salvation which God to* 
provided, and offers without money and without prM* 

To illustrate how frtdy it is offered, he esid, 
" Now look here, my friends, I hold in my hand» 
shilling, you can all see it, I work hard to eifl 
them, but thia one I will give to any one who 
needs it if they will just come and take it11 

" I need it," aaid a poor woman lather low* 
than she waa aware, so that it caught the ** 
the speaker. 
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" If yon need it, oome and take it," he said; 
but ahe did not seem willing to move 

" Well, my friends, I know some of yon are wry 
poor, n I will give yon another chance," he said, 
as he again repeated his offer. 

After a moment or two a poor woman advanced 
towards the speaker, and said, "Will yon be so 
pod as to giro it to such a poor woman as me, 

»r 
" Take it, my good woman," he replied. ! 
She at first hesitated, then raised her hand and 

received the shilling. 
As I thought of the oontrast of these two men 

my mind was directed to another two—Satan try
ing his hardest to deceive, God offering eternal life 
aa/rstgift. 

The first man to whom I referred was a deceiver 
and a cheat, who quickly slipped away as soon as a 
policeman came in sight; the other was an upright, 
honed man, and all the laws of England could 
us* Vtinfar him giving his shillings or his pounds, 
yet the msh statement of the first was believed 
looser than the simple offer of the second. 

Stan is not always pictured in Scripture as a 
"roaring lion;" for if he always presented him-
self in his true oolours, many would resist him 
until he fled from them; but he comes with the 
nbtilty of the serpent, and thus takes captive the 
unwary prey. Ever since his success in deceiving 
the woman in the garden he has practised the same 
cnft, and will by-and-by be allowed, not only to 
deceive individuals, but even nations. (Rev- zz. 
7, 8.) He deceives by lying words or apparent 
good offers, and oftentimes does he transform him$*lf 
in order to carry out his crafty plans more success
fully. 

8ome years ago there was a war with some 
tribe of Bed Indians, and only one man could be 
spared from the white men's small force for picket 
duty at a certain point; and two or three who had 
acupied the point were missing, and could not be 
accounted for, and one volunteered to occupy the 
point, with the determination to fire at everything 
that showed. The first hour or two was quiet, 
when he heard a rustling sound in the belt of the 
forest, about sixty yards distant He lowered his 
goa, but saw it was only a wild pig coming cau
tiously into the open in search of food. The 
•entry was pleased to watch the animal that had 
token the silence of his dreary watching. He 
remembered his determination to fire at everything, 

and raised his rifle. How absurd to fire at a pig! 
What would his comrades say when they came 
to his relief? Wouldn't they laugh! He would 
be chaffed about it as long as he lived; it would 
indeed be a standing joke. " I '11 fire;" and care* 
lesely he pulled the trigger, and instead of a pig 
falling down dead, a yell of agony and rage was 
heard, as an Indian sprang into the air and fell 
down dead. If savages can BO cunningly devise a 
way of deceiving a watching sentry, how much 
more can the god of this world deceive Unwary 
ones! 

Dear reader, be not deceived by him; have your 
eyes opened by the great Physician, then you will 
be able to see the gins and snares he has hud for 
you to fall in. 

Be not deceived by his lying words; for in the 
garden he said, "Thou shalt not die" (Gen. iii), 
and we can see the consequences of that lie being 
believed. RBATH has passed upon all men, for all 
have sinned, and the wages of sin is death; he will 
deceive you by his lies if you listen to him, for he 
is the father of lies. "Time enough yet," °* 
«never too late to mend," with many such-like 
sayings he will whisper in the ears of sinners, or by 

I fair sounding speeches he will bid the anxious cm 
to seek a refoge in the form of godliness, where the 
power is denied, and assures them they will find the 
rest they need in keeping the commandments of 
men and ordinances of their own devising. Bo not 
give heed to such unfounded lies; but go atatght 
to the Author of truth, and He will not deceive 
you, for it is impossible for God to lie. 

But there are some whom Satan has deceived by 
apparent grand offers of worldly glory and success* 
In the temptation of the Lord Jeans the devil took 
Him up into a high mountain, and showed Him all 
the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, 
and said, " All this power will I give thee, and. the 
ghry of them, if thou wilt bow down and warship 
me." But Jesus said, "It is written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou 
serve.19 (Luke iv.) If the glory of the world is 
offered to you, you must close in with the bargain, 
for you cannot serve God and mammon; choose 
then between the world's fast-fading glory, and 
that glory which is yet to be revealed, and which 
is real and eternaL That young man who let his 
shilling go for twopence was called a: fool, yet 
methinks those are the fools who sell their souls for 
nought—for a passing pleasure, or a darling sin. 
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u Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for what
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." (Gal* 
v i 7.) And if Satan blinds your eyes so that you 
sow tares instead of wheat, rest assured the harvest 
will reveal the hidden things of darkness. 

If you have found out the folly of being deceived 
by Satan, and seen that his are bad bargains, go at 
onoe to 

THE GEEAT GIVER, 

He is indeed GREAT, for His bountiful hand offers 
no mean gifts. His great gift is His Son—the One 
in whom He had all His delights centred, and with 
whom He was ever well pleased; yet He spared 
Him not, but gave Him up for us all; and how 
shall He not with Him freely give us all things? 
If you want to see God's love for the sinner you can 
see it in the gift of His Son, and if you want to Bee 
His hatred of sin you can see it in the cross of 
Christ; God proves His love by His gifts. 

If I said to a shivering, starving beggar, " I love 
you," he would only have my word for it; but if I 
fed and clothed him I should give him a proof that 
I really meant what I said. 

God has said that He loves sinners, and He com
mends that love, because that, " while we w o e yet 
shiners, Christ died for us." (Rom. v.) Dear reader, 
do you believe it? Have you ever felt your need of 
a Saviour? Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save tinners, and if you are a sinner, wherefore not 
for you? 

There are some who know themselves to be 
sinners, and yet they think the gospel is too good to 
be true. I should think the same if it was any 
other than God who wrought salvation for the lost; 
but no human mind could have conceived such a 
wondrous way of bringing ruined sinners into so 
glorious a position; it was God alone that planned, 
and it is the word of the Unchangeable that tells me 
by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ I am saved 
for time and eternity. Come and test these words, 
"Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out;" many have proved them to be ftuthful, and I 
beseech you to do the same. 

But you must take for yourself. The woman 
who felt her need would not take the offered shill
ing. So many in the present day are continually 
deploring the ruin and misery that sin has incurred 
and yet they will not accept God's remedy. Do 
ncft you, my reader, be amongst them; for they are 
like patients who prefer to suffer rather than to take 
S drilled physician's prescription. 

Poor trembling one, doubt no longer; let all your 
fears, and doubts, and misgivings go to the wiods, 
and oome with boldness to the One who so delight* 
in giving, even to Him who said, " It is more 
blessed to give than to receive." Plead His merit* 
and not your own; raise the hand of faith by the 
Holy Spirit's power, and— 

" TAXB with rejoicing from Jesus at one* 
The life everlasting He g\*u." 

Beware that you neglect not such wondrous lore; 
for although He is long-suffering, yet He willow 
day withdraw His offers of mercy, and then ttb 
vengeance on those who reject Him and say, uIe 
will not have this Man to reign over us;" but may 
you be one of those who shall consent to make 
Jesus King by bowing to Him now, and takmgihe 
gifts He offers. F. E D. 

NOTHING TO PAY. 
OTHINGtopay! Ah, nothing to p*y! 
Never a won a of excuse to say: 
Tear after year thou hast filled the score, 

Owing thy Lord still more and more. 
Sear the voice of Jesus say, 

"Verily, thou hast nothing to pay; 
Ruined and lost art thou, sad yet 
I forgave thee all that debt." 
Nothing to pay! The debt is so great, 
What will you do with the awful weight? 
How shall the way of escape be mad©? 
Nothing to pay! Tet it must be paid! 

Hear the voice of Jesus say, 
u Verily, thou hast nothing to pay! 
All has been put to My account; 
I have paid the full amount." 
Nothing to pay! yea, nothing to pay! 
Jesus has cleared all the debt away, 
Blotted it out with His bleeding hand! 
Free and forgiven and loved you stand. 

Hear the voice of Jesus say, 
" Verily, thou hast nothing to pay! 
Paid is the debt, and the debtor is free! 
Now I ask thee, Loveet thou Me P" 

SPARE IT ANOTHER YEAR. 
A WORD FOE THB CLOSB OF 1 8 8 1 . 

OR three years the owner of the vineyard 
came seeking fruit from that fig-tree, and 
had found none. The leaves were lovely, 

the foliage beautiful; but the owner waB not seeking 
beautiful foliage, he desired fruit; but, alas! theft 
was nothing but homes. The sentence goes forth, 
"Cut it down; why oumbereth it the ground?" 
But as these solemn words fall from the Mailer's 
lips, the vine-dreeeer who stands by begins to inter 
oede on behalf of the barren fig-tree, saying, " w 

it alone this ftarals^till I shall dig about it, asd 
dung it, and if it bear fruit, well; and if not> then 
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*fUr that thou shalt cut it down.91 One more year 
of long-suffering and of patient grace to be given 
which was to decide the future of that fig-tree. 

Beloved reader, has not this a voice to you? Do 
not these words come home with solemn power to 
your heart? Many yean has the Lord been seeking 
frnit from you. Not for three years only, but perhaps 
for thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, yea, for threescore 
years and ten it may be, the Master has come seek
ing fruit; but, like the barren fig-tree, He has found 
nothing hd leaves, only an outward form of godli-
aess, a Christian only in name, for there has been no 
change of heart, and no life-fruit for God. 

Ton look back during your past life, and, oh, how 
vivid to the mind are that mother's tears and that 
father's prayers for the conversion of their child! 
The entreaties of that Sunday-school teacher to be
come a Christian are still fresh in the memory. You 
remember that serious illness when you thought you 
voulddie, when you vowed to God that if He raised 
yea up you would become a Christian. He heard 
yoorpnyer, and granted you the desire; but again 
there waa nothing ha leaves. The little child was 
bin from your bosom, or that godly mother and 

jmu father removed from your midst Their dying 
prayer and final request was, "that you would meet 
them in heaven;" and again, as you took that sor-
mrftd farewell, you resolved to dettfde for Christ 
But, alas! alas! after all the strivings of God's 
Spirit, after all the work of the divine Husbandman, 
there has been nothing but leaves, 

Yet another year of long-suffering has been granted 
to you, which has well-nigh rolled into eternity, and 
now, standing npon its very edge, you are still un-
arced. YOU review the past twelve months, and 
how many have been cut down. Many known to 
you. Yea, some from your own family circle, and 
from your own fireside, have been removed by death, 
and you have been spared. Bear friend, shall all 
this be in vain ? Is the close of another year to 
bd you still unsaved, still no fruit, nothing but 
leaves, notwithstanding all the privileges and bless* 
ings during 1881 ? Is it still true of you that 
there is 

"Nothing but leaves! The Spirit grieves 
Over a wasted life, 
O'er rim indulged while oonsdenoe slept, 
O'er TOWS and promises unkept, 

And reaps from years of strife 
Nothing but leaves, nothing but leaves" P 

Oh, how intensely solemn if the sentence should go 
forth against you ere this year close*—" Cut it down" 
—fixing your eternal destiny, your eternal doom! ; 

Let me entreat of you, by all that is real and 
lasting, for the sake of your never-dying soul; let 
me urge you by the ineffable joys of heaven, by the 
unutterable woes of hell, to seek the Lord while He 
may be found, call upon Him while He is near. 
Time is flying fast; your privileges and opportuni
ties will soon be gone for ever. The last year, the 
last month, the last week, the last hour and moment 
of your life here will come. God's last message of 
mercy and invitation to accept salvation will be 
given; and, oh, how unspeakably solemn if you 
should pass it by unheeded, rejected t How wOl 
you escape if you neglect so great salvation % God 
says, Come. The Lord Jesus still says, Coma The 
Holy Ghost says, Come. All heaven echoes, Come. 
Saints upon earth re-echo, Come. Delays are dan
gerous. 

"Delay not from death to flee! 
Oh, wherefore the moments in madnesB waste, 
When Jesus is calling thee!" 

God is in earnest to save you, the world is in 
earnest to allure you, the devil in earnest to deceive 
and ruin your soul for eternity, and can you be indif
ferent? God has loved you; Christ has died for 
you, and is risen again—a proof that upon the cross 
He met all the claims of a holy God; and now 
the Holy Ghost proclaims through Him the forgive
ness of sins. By faith in Christ God offers you a 
free, and fall, and present salvation, a free and 
plenary pardon, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come unto Him and live. Be
lieve it, accept it, and be saved. 

Then, if spared another year, it will be a bright 
and happy one, enjoying peace which the world 
cannot give, and knows nothing o£ receiving a 
power that shall enable you to bear much fruit to 
His glory, so that when you are summoned into His 
presence by death, or by the Lord's personal return, 
you shall have an abundant entrance into the ever
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, instead of nothing ha leaves. G. H. 

EASTOOURNB. 

THE JUDGMENT. 

THE last long note has sounded, 
The dead from dust to call; 

The sinner stands confounded, 
With fear on fear surrounded, 
As by a sea unbounded, 

Before the Judge of all. 
No longer now delaying 

The hour of dreaded doom; 
No more the sentence staying, 
No more the cross displaying, 
In wrath His throne arraying, 

The Judge, the Judge has come I 
Cease, man, thy God-defying; 

Cease thy best friend to grieve; 
Cease, man, thy self-relying; 
Flee from the endless dying; 
Swiftly thy time is flying; 

EXBBAGB TAB SOU AND LIT!! 
Dn. BOJUUL 
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SIN'S WAGES, GOD'S GIFT. 
Q R S H E R E was onoe a working man! who spent 
i & 8 8 his Sundays partly in bed, partly in the 
• U N public-house, the remainder in lounging 
with ungodly companions in the streets or fields. 
Rain flailing heavily one Sunday he could not get 
out as usual, and walked about his room not know
ing how to spend his time. On a little table by the 
window was placed an old family Bible that had 
belonged to his mother. He opened it, and began 
to spell out letter by letter the first words that 
caught his eye. "F-O-R for, t-h-e the, w-a-g-e-s 
wages, o-f of, e-i-n sin, i-s is, d-e-a-t-h death." 
" For the wages of sin is death." He closed the 
book; the words had gone like an arrow to his 
heart Turning to his wife, he said: 

"Wife, if those words are true, I have been earn
ing those wages all my life." 

He could find no rest; standing, sitting, walking 
alone, or in company, the words rang in his ear, 
41 The wages of sin is death." That evening he was 
found listening to the Gospel. The text chosen by 
the preacher was, "The wages of sin is death: 
but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." (Rom. vi. 23.) The Spirit of God 
applied the word, he then and there saw the way of 
salvation, accepted God's gracious gift, and returned 
home rejoicing in Christ Jesus as his Saviour. 

Reader, if unsaved, you too have been earning 
those wages all your life! Tour condition at this 
moment is one of spiritual death as the result of sin. 
Dead to the life of God, cut off from connection 
with God—dead in trespasses and sins. Fearful 
position! and yet but an earnest of what is to 
follow. By-and-hy the payment in Ml will come 

death, eternal death, the second death, a death 
which leaves the soul in the lake of fire. (Rev. zx. 
14.) 

" There is a death whose pang outlasts the fleeting breath. 
Oh, what eternal horrors hang around the seoond death*!'' 

Sad it is to know that to this death you are 
hastening. Every day, every hour, every moment 
brings you nearer. How near yon may be none 
but God, who holds thy breath, can tell; but should 
the brittle thread of Hfe be cut, your destiny is at 
onoe decided, your doom eternally fixed. Oh that 
each may see the danger, and escape, ere it be too 
late! 

Reader, fcfwe you seen this? Do you ask, Is there 
life, and how is it to be obtained? Thank God, 

there is life. "The gift of God ia eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." (Rom. vi 33.) 
Here God meets your need. In perfect justice He 
could have banished every transgressor to eternal 
death, but instead of that His love devised a way 
of escape. " In this waa manifested the lore <rf 
God toward us, that God sent His only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through 
Him." (1 John iv. 9.) Life could only oome through 
death. "The wages of sin is death." God gm 
His only begotten Son to receive the wages dufe 
the sinner, to be his substitute, to enter intitii 
standing, to take his guilt, to bear its penalty,*) 
die his death; by that death on Calvary the lit'i 
claims have been folly met, justice completely^ 
fled, eternal life purchased and procured for all who 
will accept it in God's way; namely, as a free gift 
from Himself through Jesus Christ our Lend. 

And this is the only way life can be stomal 
"He that hath the Son hath life; hethatktiu* 
the Son hath not life.19 (1 John v. 12.) Mirk the 
order. Christ first, then the life. Keoeiving Christ* 
a life as eternal as God Himself is received. "Igro 
unto them eternal life; and they shall never periA" 
(John x. 28.) Sinner, this is what you need; uj, 
you will perish without i t Lay hold of it, make 
it your own by believing in Him. In this urn 
other gifts two persons are interested; each nrart do 
their partj one gives, the other receives; vhti be
longs to the one becomes the property of the other 
on receiving. God has done his part—He fan 
provided the gift, and now offers it freely. " W*0-
soever will," may take! the offer is real. Aoeept 
it as such. While reading this, say to God: "0 
God, I believe thy word. I thank thee for tij 
gift. I joyfully accept it from thy hands." S*J 
to Jesus, " 0 Jesus, I acoept thee as God's gift 
to me, a poor unworthy sinner. I yield myself to 
thee." The moment you believe in Christ* that 
moment the gift is yours—life is yours, a life that 
will lift you out of the trammels and fetters of fl^ 
and bring you into the sunshine of God's smile, oA j 
open up to you all the glories of eternity. 

Reader, have you accepted that gift? If ^ 
why not? you must accept or reject i t Aooeptin? 
it you live, rejecting it you die. I beseech yon, 
commit no such act of folly; 

" But take with rejoicing from Jesus at ones 
The life everlasting He gives, 

And know with assurance thou never canst ate, 
8ince Jesus thy righteousness Mvts." 

& Hams* 
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HOW THE ROCK GAVE WAY. 

N a quarry a miner was working. He 
wanted to reach a piece of the rock above 
him (for it was a slate mine), so it was 

necessary that he should tie a rope round a project
ing pieoe above where he wanted to work, and then j 
fasten the rope round his body, lowering himself to j 
the distance required. This done, he began to 
work, when suddenly the rock above him gave way 
and fell with a crash. He was extricated by his 
fellow-workmen, badly crushed, and it was evident I 
that life was almost extinct. His friends said, 
" Ask him if he has any message to his wife ? " so 
one spoke into his ear this question. He replied, 
" The rock above me has given way, but the Book 
Christ Jesus will never. Tell her this." And he 
died. It was a message of comfort to a sorrowing 
wife, but it also told of one who had found the 
Lad precious in a dying hour. 

Dear friend, have you found Him precious ? You 
may sot meet a sudden death like this poor man, 
but still death is near, and " the end of all things is 
*t hand.9' You will need a light in the dark 
ndley; you will want one to lean on when human 
strength fails, and an untried eternity looms out 
before you. Such a ana is Jam. He gave Him* 
self for you. He offers to carry you safely through 
to the other aide—the glory aide. Will you not let 
Him? He loves you. He died to save you; more 
than this, to bring you nigh by the blood of 
Calvary's cross. You need no preparation, no 
religion, no works, no goodness, no steps to Him. 
Trust your all to Him on the ground of what He 
has done. He says, " Come,1' and you have but to 
answer the invitation, and haste from a doomed 
world to the arms of Jesus. Life is short Time 
k hasting by. A few more years and the destinies 
of millions will be settled, yours amongst the rest. 
The pleasures of the world are fading, and leave 
nothing behind but sorrow. Sinner, why will you 
die? Oh, the endless love of God, and the endless 
Borrow of the lost! How wide the gulf between 
these two verities, and yet the Son of God Himself 
plunged into the floods of divine wrath, that we 
night be brought nigh, and know that love! 
Oh, sinner, think ere it be too late! Look at 
the world heaving with convulsions. The old re
sources of Satan are breaking up; his lies are 
being discovered, and many who had been enslaved 
for years are bursting their chains by the power 

of God, and getting the liberty of sons. Will 
you be left still his dupe, or will you flee to the 
Saviour before it is too late, and the door shall 
be shut? 

We read of a monarch who sat upon his throne, 
seeming to enjoy all the pleasures of a banquet 
As the merriment of the guests increased, said one 
of the courtiers, " It must be the best thing to be 
a king." This was told to the king. He left his 
throne, and bade the courtier sit upon it, first having 
suspended by a hair a dagger over the throne. The 
courtier suspected nothing; but as soon as he raised 
his eyes and saw his danger, he fled. Such is the 
position of those wearing an earthly crown,, and 
this waa the lesson the king wished to teach his 
courtier. 

Dear reader, perhaps you are fascinated by the 
world's glitter, and see not your danger; but He 
who spake as never man spake declares plainly in 
referenoe both to His love and His judgment. 
(See John iii 17, 18.) You may have renounced 
the world outwardly; but remember, you have a 
worse enemy within—a heart deceitful and das* 
perately wicked, and nothing can bring you true' 
peace but getting a new life. If the smitten Book 
is underneath you, you may rest securely, as did 
our friend the miner. But the door of mercy will 
not be always open. (Luke ariii. 25-27.) It will 
soon be closed, and then, oh, horror of darkness, 
the soul lost, and lost for ever! But it is not yet 
too late to listen to the oft-repeated invitation, 
14 Come to Jesus." I beseech you stay not till to
morrow's sun shall rise, but even now, in the midst 
of the darkness of unbelief, look and live.. " Look 
unto me, and be ye saved.'1 You may come, so to 
apeak, doubting, but you will go away believing. 
Cast yourself, all miserable as you are, on Him who 
has promised, " Sim that oometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out." Take the word He has spoken. 
Thousands have ventured their all upon it, and are 
safe, rejoicing in His presence. Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but His word never. WiU yam 
take it? "He that believeth on me hath ever-' 
lasting life.11 (John vi 47.) 

" Rock of Ages, cleft for me! 
Let me hide myself in Thee f 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy wounded side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure; 
Cleanse me from its guilt and power/' 

H, K FBAJTCIS. 
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THE GREAT WHITE THRONE. 
RHT. xx. 11. 

X. THE TU8I0K OF THE THBONK. 

)HN saw it—the great white throne, right 
before himj saw it as plainly as eye ever 
saw anything on this earth! 

Is it still visible, this great sight, in these days 
of the nineteenth century? Do yon think, dear 
friends, that yon have ever had anything like a 
clear vision of this throne? Have yon, on the 
contrary, been so taken up with the sights of this 
world, that you have never looked into the next 
world with any fixity of gaze, so that the great 
white throne cdnld rise up before yon in visible 
reality, in clear and strong outline ? 

There ore many like you; many who sleep 
so soundly and comfortably, that they are not aware 
the house is on fire; many who are so busily 
engaged at pleasant games in the cabin, that they 
cannot discern the signs of a coming storm. 

And who can tell the infinite sorrow of our 
Father's heart as He sees men daily and hourly 
occupied with little cares and little pleasures—how 
to pass a successful day at business, how to spend 
a pleasant evening with companions, and all the 
while time is speeding on, and bringing nearer and 
nearer death and the judgment, and yet they are 
unprepared for death and preparing only for 
judgment God has revealed to men by His 
servant John the great white throne—the reality of 
the judgment, that they may read and learn, look 
and see clearly in God's book this authentic vision 
of what is to be, lest they should perish, not having 
seen and prepared. 

John saw it was great—no attempt to estimate 
the magnitude of it, to give in feet or inches any 
idea of the arithmetic of it: simply, it is great, a 
throne all worthy of the greatness of Him that sits 
on it, an emblem of the power of the Judge. 

Then he marks that it is white—the colour of 
purity, holiness, perfect incorruptibility, judgment 
clear as sunlight. How does that colour agree with 
yours, 0 friend? Is there anything of this purity 
in you ? When God looks on your heart, and sees 
the many thoughts and fancies that have their home 
there, does He see your heart to be white as the 
throne? I speak not of your outward life; but 
deep down in your heart, is there purity there by 
the blood that cleanseth from all sin? If not, then 
tremble exceedingly at the vision of the, throne, 

for white tells of perfect purity and perfect justice, 
not of mercy. 

n . THE JUDGE OF THE THROVE. 

The throne is occupied. One sits there—John 
knows him well; had been a friend of his in the 
years gone by; at supper one evening, had leaned 
upon his breast in perfect reciprocated love; had 
also stood at the foot of the cross on Calvary in the 
midst of the mocking multitude, and looked 
up with breaking heart to this same One witfc 
nails in His hands, and nails in His feet, md 
blood streaming down to the ground. He 
whom John saw on the great white throne tod 
been the crucified One. He had been the rejected 
One. He has come by the power of His Holy 
Spirit, willing to save, and offered free salvation to 
all that read this—to the young and old, to the 
strong and the weak, the light-minded and the 
grave, the thoughtful and the thoughtless—and yet 
although He has revealed something of His 
wondrous love, many have rejected Him and are 
content to lay aside this paper, and think no more 
about it; wake up next morning and go abort 
their usual business as if there were no Christ it 
all, no living, loving Saviour-heart, that oould be 
wounded by their rejection of Him. He »fe 
rejected One in scores of families now. They 
have just simply excluded Him from their house*— 
from their hearts. Perhaps they read His words 
and profess a kind of rdigiauenesi ; but Him is 
His present life-giving power they still reject 
John sees it all changed. He is no more the 
crucified One, the rejected One, but the great Judge 
of all, seated on the great throne of judgment— 

"A dreadful form, 
With wreath of flame and robe of storm-" 

But surely this cannot be Jesus whom we know si 
our Saviour! There is no love and tender pity i* 
His face now—no great and infinite mercy-
nothing of the meekness and gentleness of the 
Dove or the Lamb. He is the same. For uncon
verted, unforgiven, unrenewed sinners, all the 
mercy has left His face, the light of love has gone, 
and there is only stern justice—nay, more, til 
ablaze with holy anger, the infinite, eternal, 
inexorable, unquenchable wrath of the Lamb-
wrath of Him who was slain, wrath of Him whom 
you once rejected, 0 friend 1 The very heavens 
and the earth flee away before His feoe. Ttotf 
cannot bear to look on Him They ton end &* 
away. The earth that had been changed by a*&'* 
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m from an Eden into the scene of centuries of 
oppression, and robbery, and murder, and adultery 
—that had reared broods of vipers—the generations 
of men and women who had lived as rebels against 
Him—the earth that had drunk up His warm life's 
blood, flees away. The heavens that had seen it all 
—seen men hate one another, kill one another; seen 
all the abominations done under the sun—they also 
flee from His face—the face of the great Judge on 
the great white throne, and John saw it all 

m . THS PUSOKXBS BBFOBB THB THBOKB. 

John saw the prisoners. " I saw the dead, 
mall and great, stand before God," and they did 
not want to come; poor souls, they were afraid 
with a great terror. Many had never cared about 
religion at all, unless of a quiet and so-called 
rwpectable sort; had never cared about coming 
to a prayer-meeting, because Jesus was in the midst; 
bad bean often enough at church or chapel, and 
liked the service very well if the preacher did not 
wf/ak of judgment and what comes after judgment 
80 sow it is natural that they would rather be 
flTpamd from owning. " We are afraid of Him who 
ad on the throne. Bather than come and stand 
before Him, we would prefer to oonceal ourselves 
in the dens and caves of the earth. Or, if that is 
sot possible, we can call on the rocks and mountains 
to && on us, and oover us from His face. It would 
be better, much better, to perish like beasts than face 
Him whom we have so often rejected." But where 
oe the dens and the caves? the rocks and the 
Mountains ? Where are they ? Ah! no refuge in 
them; they are fleeing away! See earth is dis
appearing in the vastness of immensity; in a 
moment we shall not be able to see it. And the 
heavens—why, the stars are going out, one by one, 
and the moon and the sun cannot be discovered* 
The very heavens are passing away. Where shall 
we hide? What shall we do? What will become 
of us? We cannot stand before His face. He 
waa crucified for sinners, and yet we would not 
have anything to do with Him. Oh, what would 
I not give to be back in my old home, sitting at my 
comfortable fireside! I used to grumble then at 
little things that went wrong, and grow discontented 
with life, and say, "I wish it were all over/9 

But how glad I would be of it now. Would that 
I could get back to my old existence. Would that 
I wen a child again, at my mother's knee, just 
entering life. I did not prise it then. I see the 
value of it now, and I have wasted it alL I 

refused to believe the good news of God, and now 
no good news can come to me for ever. I am sure 
of hell. Anywhere, anywhere, in or out of the 
world, rather than stand before the Holy One on 
the throne. Even hell would be better, the company 
of devils to be preferred, to my position here before 
Him who died, and whom I rejected so often. 

John says, "I saw the dead" He does not try to 
tell the number. If he had, where would he have 
found the figures, and where the mind that could 
have understood them had they been set down in 
black and white ? He does not even say they were 
" like the stars,* or as the sand by the sea-shore for 
multitude—simply, "the dead.19 And we try to 
realise it, and endeavour to figure up in our minds 
some idea of the hosts of men and women that 
peopled earth before the flood, the generations from 
that time till Christ came, and the vast crowds 
that have been swarming into and out of this life 
since He came, and then we give it up and say, 
"This is too great for us; we cannot realise it." 

What is perhaps more profitable may be done. 
We can summon up before us all whom we in the 
past years of our existence have known, and are 
now dead and buried. We shall see them again. 
In spirit I can see many of them whom I knew 
well. They are now in their long home, which is 
not the grave. I can see one that used to come to 
me and talk about religion, and then go away back 
to his old sins, especially that of drunkenness, and 
died in a lunatic asylum. I can see another that 
was my friend in Edinburgh, and gave himself up 
entirely to the Lord's work, and fell asleep in Jesus 
not long ago. I can see some that lived easy, 
ChristleBs lives, and tried to get into the kingdom 
on their deathbeads. Poor souls! they did not 
know which way to turn, and were so ill that I 
know not whether they could find Christ the door 
or not But there they stand to be judged. And 
you have many acquaintances whom you shall see 
on that day before the great white throne. There 
is the man who always doubted the existence of a 
God, and could debate the question with skill—* 
that *8 settled now. The gay and happy young soul 
that never could decide to follow Christ—often 

I intended to do so, but never did—that's decided 
now. The man and woman of the world that 

I could smile at the enthusiasm of the Lord's people 
I and make fun occasionally of their eooentricitiee-*-
I there they stand with nothing in religion to mode 
at now.. The man that oould not open his lips 
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without swearing, finds it a perfectly easy thing I 
now. The sensualist has nothing to gratify his 
passions now, for his body has passed into corruption! 
and he thinks it would have been better had he 
oeased from sinning once. There the wife and her 
husband, that were never absent from their pew in 
church, but always kept at a distance from Jesus— 
they are near enough to Him now. People who 
never understood conversion can see the need of it, 
and its eternal impossibility for them, now. They 
had very conscientious scruples about it, had their 
own thoughts on the matter; but they know God's 
thoughts of it now, and it is too late to learn them. 

And what will you say to. me then ? " You were 
not earnest enough. You ought to have forced us to 
be converted, rather than let us die and come to this 
of i t What matter though you had offended us, if 
only our souls had been saved?" Oh, Christless souls, 
in terror of that day of judgment when I shall 
see you all before God—not so contented-looking as I 
you are now—in terror of seeing you there in woe 
and anguish, I summon you now, in the name of 
God, to repent, for the day of the Lord is at hand, 
and you may be there before Him before you know. 

IV. THJ JUDGMENT OF THE THBONX. 

He saw the trial proceed. No witnesses are 
called to appear for or against any one. There is no 
necessity for the accused to plead " guilty," or " not 
guilty." All that has to be done in a human tribunal 
but it is all otherwise here—before the bar of 
the Almighty it is not needed. The booksof testimony 
concerning a man's life, activities, and non-activities, 
are opened and read. Would it not be profitable, 
0 friends, if possible, to open them now and read a 
few pages? If you ask Memory, you will soon be 
admitted to a reading, and be able to see many a 
page which will be exceedingly interesting to you 
that day. Some of the pages are not very pleasant 
to look on, and when you do see them, a pang of 
remorse shoots across your breast to think you were 
so bad. But what must be the awful feeling to 
have those books opened up and read before all men; 
not a word lost by whispering, not a single word 
omitted; all you ever did and tried to forget; all 
you ever thought and were glad no one knew you 
thought; all once more seen and recognised by you, 
as you hear it uttered out before all men. " But 
1 have done many kind things in my life, many 
good actions. I have often prayed and read the 
Bible; my days are not each one a reoord of evil; 
you make me so black and vile that I do not know 
myself." Ahl yes> dear friend;, but ypu have 

forgotten one thing which makes every day black 
enough—that which is entered daily at the close of 
the record—" another day of rejecting Christ, God's 
beloved SOD ; another Christless day; another day 
of resisting God's Spirit and stubbornly turning a 
deaf ear to God's mercy in Christ Jesus." 

"But I could not help i t I felt it was my nature 
to sin. All the people I knew sinned. I could not 
prevent the sin that rose up in my heart, or came 
from the body that God had given me." 

Look at the hands of the Judge! Do you ne 
the print of the nails ? these hands were pieiwd 
through and through. He suffered death fur oimen* 
and yet you would not have Him to be your Saviour. 
And you knew it alL So in view of the croai of 
Christ, and all the sufferings for sin that Christ in 
the form of man underwent, all the universe, your
self included, will acquiesce in the sentence of 
eternal damnation, because you could live without 
Christ and despise His precious blood. 

Then, how can any man stand before God? 
Listen to what takes place in connection with thoss 
who on earth believed God's testimony concerting 
His Son. As the books are opened at the commence
ment of the day there's not the slightest trace rf 
fear on the face of one of them. Ah! but I tat 
they have cause for fear. I have known them guilty 
of many sins. Yes; but hear. What do the boob 
say ? Not one sin laid to their charge! Aocotfd 
of not one offence! The blood of Jeans ton taken 
every foul stain away. The Judge says—111 ttood 
in their place and suffered death for them, and now 
justice demands that they should be free." God 
declares them just He declared them just when, 
as sinners, they accepted the sinner's Saviour. 

John saw another book opened, the Book of Life. 
In it were the names of the believing, and therefore 
the living ones. Oh, friends, that book is lying open 
for you now! As you are, come and have your 

I name entered: " A sinner that, by the grace of God* 
now believes in Christ Jesus." 

The other verses give reason for coming to Jesus. 
All whose names were not found written in the 
Book of Life were cast into the Lake of Rre! 

Don't fool away your time in any dispute about 
the question, whether a man can know when he ha 
eternal life or not. If you will think on % then 
try to find a single instance in God1* Book wiere s 
saved man did not know the fcot Then tan to 1 
John* 18, whereGodsays ,"^^*^**** ' ' 
have eternal Ufa and that ye may believe oa the 

I name of the Son of God/? 
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Pages for Believers. 

WAYSIDE TESTIMONY. 

>W cheering to the heart and refreshing to 
the spirit it is to meet with a "believer, and 
more especially when we little expect it! 

What joy it is to take the hand of such an one as 
we say, "Your Saviour is my Saviour too;" and 
to speak together of the infinite grace that has met 
us in our individual need. Such was my happy 
experience not many days ago. The joy was unex
pected, and therefore none the less welcome. I had 
previously been reading a very touching account of 
the dealings of God in grace with a crippled sailor 
lad who had fallen from the mast whilst at sea, a 
height of sixty feet It was a marvellous thing to 
the surgeons who attended to him at the hospital 
that he had not been killed on the spot But God, 
*ho is rich in mercy, had His purposes of love 
couHBinghinL He was the only son of his mother, 
udaite a widow who prayed often for her seafaring 
ty. Bo it came to pass that in a moment of 
imminent peril the precious life was spared; not hy 
chance, as men lightly speak, but by the merciful 
interposition of a prayer-hearing God. After a 
time, when the resources of medical science were 
exhausted, he was brought home to the widow's 
eottage with an injured spine, but ere long was 
able to rejoice with joy unspeakable in the fulness 
of God's salvation. 

A few days ago I was brought into contact with 
a young man who had been employed as a letter-
carrier in London. About six months back, whilst 
in good health, he met with a serious accident, 
which had not only incapacitated him for farther 
work, but had also injuriously affected his brain. 
feting how very ill ha was, I thought the history of 
the crippled sailor might prove of some interest to 
him, and having a copy of the little book in my 
possession, I handed it to him to read when I had 
left He took it from me readily, saying, " I shall 
be very glad to read this, but my feet are on the 
rock." He then told me with attractive simplicity 
that btfora his accident he cared very little for 
divine things until about five months ago he was 
brought to the Lord, and although his physical 
sufferings had been very gnat! at times almost un
bearable, hiB soul had been full of joy "My doctor," 
he added, " told me at his last visit that I shall never 

recover; but I have no fear of death, it is only 
going home for ma" 

How blessed this is, I thought, as I afterwards 
reflected upon the case. Here is a dying man 
sounding the same note of triumph as the apostle 
Paul did nearly two thousand yean ago, " 0 death, 
where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory ? 
Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ91 The same grace 
which worked so mightily in the great apostle had 
been working also in the souls both of the happy 
sailor and the peaceful letter-carrier, Working too 
on the same lines as it has done with many thousands 
more, bringing them first to see their own personal 
need, and then to rest in the all-sufficient work of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the efficacy of the blood 
that maketh atonement for the soul. Thus it is we 
hear on all sides that poor sinners, those who feel 
their need of Christ, are being saved, each one to 
swell the glorious song of praise to the Lamb who 
died on Calvary—"Unto Him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath 
made us kings and priests unto God and His Father; 
to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen." W. H. P. C. 

"HIM THAT COMETH TO ME I WILL 
IN NO WISE CA8T OUT." 

JOHN vi. 37. 

ARK! 'tis the voice of Christ, the aimer's friend! 
Sweet words He speaks, iUumedwithheavenly ray— 

And words of grace and love—a Whoever comes 
To me, I wOl4 mm «*•*' oast away." 

"Innowket" No! His troth, His faithfulness 
Is pledged to this, if nothing else beside; 

He spake the words, and now points to the cross, 
Whereon, to prove them true, He groaned and died. 

u In ho (diM tM No! Howef er unworthy thou, 
Howe'er debased by sin, and sunk in crime; 

However young, or old, in health, infirm, 
Of whate'er region, people, tongue, or dime. 

" In no wise f* No! Though mercy's loving voice 
Has often called, and loudly, all in vain; 

There vs mercy still; but oome to Christ, and you 
Shall find that grace triumphant still doth reign. 

"In no xow V* No! No power of earth or hell 
Can bar thy entrance, If thou wilt but come; 

Thousands are pressing in, yet—precious thoogbt-^-
Within the Father's house there "yt t ls room.1' 

"Innowieet" No! The loving heart of Christ 
Can ne'er reject the contrite sinner's cty; 

'Tis only they, who still refuse to come 
In sin and unbelief must surely die I A, l C r 
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Notices. 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO OUR READEB& 
WB are now reaching the cloie of another year of our 
happy service hi conducting this publication, and we do so 
with great ihankfiitaieBS and gratitude to God for His 
continued blessing, whioh has rested on our work. We 
have had continued testimony from various parts of the e)be that the truths contained in Th* QotpH WtUhman 

ve been blessed to the salvation of souls. To Him be 
all the praise. 

We take this opportunity of again asking our Christian 
friends for their practical sympathy and help in the circu
lation of our paper. We rejoice to say that year by year 
our circulation has been maintained; out we are stall de
sirous of its extension, feeling confident that the Lord will 
use it to wider usefulness. We therefore ask our readers 
to aid us in tiie matter of making it known in circles where 
hitherto it has not reached. 

Christians interested in evangelistic work of any kind 
will find our paper a most useful addition to the preached 
Word. It is well adapted for general distribution, or for 
lending from house to house. 

The munbers for December and January are specially 
suitable for circulation at the close of the Old, and the 
commencement of the New Year; and we ask the prayers 
of the Lord* s people that they may be used to arouse many 
from the deep of death, and lead them to Him who is 
"THB Lira." 

These numbers will be supplied at reduced rates in 
quantities for distribution on application to the publisher. 
Sample Packets of Twenty or more back numbers, pratis 
and pott frHy to those who will seek to aid us by getting 
fresh subscribers. 

The Editor would draw special attention to the special 
issue of the 

Watchman's Message for 1882. 

It is admirably adapted for very wide circulation, and 
ought to be sown broadcast. 

It is supplied at the low price of SO/- per 1,000, dirtet 

THE LORD'S POOR. 
FOB some years past a few of our readen have sent us 
small sums to distribute to the aged and sick poor of the 
flock. Knowing of many such, we would again sav that 
we shall feel it a great privilege to be the medium of con
veying any gifts that may be sent to us to those who, 
during the inclement season now approaching, are needing 
sometimes the very necessaries of lift. 

BACK VVMBIE8 01 "THE GOSPEL WAT0HHAH." 
Parcels of Back Numbers of this Magairine are made up 

at the following cheap rates: 
260 for 10s* 500 for 20s. 

These will be found very useful for distribution. 

FREE OIBOTTIiATION 0 7 TBAOTS. 
WB have continually applications for Grants of Tracts from 
those who are unable to buy as largely ss they would, but 
who have great opportunities of circulating them. While 
we send out a very considerable number free, we are unable 
to meet the demand, and if any of our readers feel led to 
send us any donation for this purpose, we shall be grateful, 
and will send out Tracts and 'Boob to the fullest value for 

Advertisements. 

Handsomely bound in Cloth, Bevelled Boards, 2a. 6& 
Forwarded free to any part of Great Attain* ST to any BnropML 

oountrjr, Canada, or me State*, on receipt of 2s. 6d.; to Africa, Indu, 
or Chins, of Ss. 3d.; or to Australia or Nov Zealand, of 3s. W. 

H E N R Y MOOEHOU8E, 
THB SHOLMH EYAKOBLIST. 

BY REV. JOHN MACPHERSON. 
AutMEW MI>wcA»lta«asoj^traSotfrnteBTAifejuaTl

,,4t 

"We files exceedingly the tone and spirit in Which this nsmtiveef 
a good man's life is written, HBKBY Koosaoosa was an enthTumrt a 
his -work as an Evangelist, and he was permitted to be the hoswei 
instrument for daing qraoh $t>od, his sunfle rsnaflhctod piety rsasany 
strong to the last The reoord is full of interesting incidents from rttt 
counsel and encouragement may taaptiiered,aiMweheartfyma«d 
it to the attention of those who would know what may be dcaty 
workers snmewast eel the ordinary Basogaissd tossy''—19* Jwi 

Paper Covers, Sd.? Cloth, la., pest Ires. 

RUTH THE MOABITESa 
B l B L S RSADIMOS Oft THE BOOK OF R U T H . 

BY THE LATE HENRY MOOR HOUSE. 
CONTEXTS. 

1. RUTH M 6 I D I N Q . I & RUTH REfiTlNG. 
2. RUTH OLE AMI KG. | 4. RUTH REWARDED. 

" The freshness and force of the lessons town from the W«rd,tfto 
from expressions whioh might esqaae ordinary readers, is uutrasfa* 

"Emijisnttypreotfotf^ 

t Gswes% h M « • * * Boafcds, tL fll 

B I B L B H E A D I N G S 
BY HENRY MOORHOUSE. 

1. Tax Goto Basra***, 
2. AMBASSADORS FOB CHRIST. 
8. THB LAMB OF GOD. 
4. LAW AX© GBACB, 
5. LOST A*D Fotwti. 
S. OHBIST OQB Faiurn. 

CONTENTS. 

S. THB OHBISTIAJI VoaxBi 
POST** FOB Atomcs. 

9. THB Loan's Jswaxt. -
10. THB SWBBT WOBD •Cos*" 
U. Woans TO WOBXBBS. 

"HBSBY MOOBHOUSB took up and read, as few Christian teachen 
read, the Word of God. He was pre-eminently the man of one bog. 
Thus he became more than an evangelist:. he became a teacher of w 
disciples, a pastor of the flesh of o S s t / * 

Uf* of Henry MoorKouse, p. 90. 

LOUDON: XO&OAH *800XT f U, PATBRTOSTEKBUIUHHGB. 
And may Be ordered of any BomuUr: 

THB WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE, An fflu-
trated Monthly Paper. Prioe 2s. per 100. 

It is admirably adapted for wide circulation, having a Urge &*** 
tk>n in each number, and oontaintag a variety of short poisted Oosp* 
sxtioles in good type. 

OOKTBHTS or No. 44 . - I Will Arise. The Backslider. Trying to 
InreGod. AFeerfuiEni. SteokeofaS**, 

OONTBSTS or No. i5.~Bamuel Presented If.EU. Thooghts for Of 
Thoughtful and Thoughtless. My Surety. Without Warning, TW 
Oreatost Wonder. ffothm* to Pa*. 

They are supplied; post-free, monthly, at 2s. per 100; andatooto 
F o n r l s s o r t e d ^ S k s ^ mads op of * • * • 
dtflerentkmdss Prioe la> ,, 

THE GOLDEN LAMP; or, Truth in Um ** 
the Children of God., Erioe One Ponny. 

THE mSsrOtfAHY ECHO: A Becwtl of ^ 
for IheLotd fa ether Lto4s- Prtos(̂ aHaUpeanT-

LONDON; JJLMJSB K. HAWKINS, 88, 
A m i s , 

BAXKH aTBSKTi W.i 
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A LL the paths of the Loid aTe mercy^and truth unto such as 
^ * keep His covenant and His testimonies. PSALM xxr. 10. 

HE hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, > 
2 Coa. v, 21. 

ALL have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. 
ROMANS iii. 28. 

P E A C E , peace to him that is for off, and to him that is near. 
ISAIAH lvii. 19. 

P E A C E I leave with you, My peaoe I give unto you. 
JOHW xjv. 27. 

YOTTtt iniquities have separated between you and your God. 
ISAIAH lix. 2. 

NO man cometh unto the Father, but by Me. 
JOHN xiv. 6. 

E X C E P T a man ba born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God. JOHN iii. 3. 

T T T E were reconciled to GJod by the death of His Son. 
W ROMANS V. 10. 

V • r i 

YOU hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses pnd sins. 
• EKHTOTAHS H. l. 

EYERY one that doeth righteousness is bom of Him. ' ; 

l JOHN & 29, 

AS far as the east is from the west, SQ far hath He removed 
our tiftnsgressiotas from us. PSAI 

REDEEMED......with the precious t>lood of Christ 
. I Pi 

PSALM ciii. 12. 
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THE WATCHM. 

THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR. 

"rpHE Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
-L He hath anointed me to preach the gospel 

to the poor; He hath sent me to heal the broken
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are braised, to preach THB ACCEPTABLE 

TBAB OF THB LORD." (Luke iv. 18, 19.) 

These words, a prophecy concerning Himself, 
were read by our Saviour when He stood up to 
teach in the synagogue at Nazareth. 

But why did He close the book when He had 
read "THE ACCEPTABLE TXAB OP THE LORD!" 

Because if He had read further it would have 
been, "And the day of vengeance of our God1' 
(Isa, hri. 2), and that was not what our Lord had 
come to preach. No; we have just finished another 
year, and are about to enter upon a new one, but 
IT IS STILL THE ACCEPTABLE TEAR OF THB LoBD. God 

still invites sinners to come to Hint Christ "is 
still able to save them to the uttermost that come 
tlnto God by Him, Beeing He ever liveth to make 
intercession for them." (Heb. vii 25.) 

Yes, Chriet still pleads His shed blood as sufficient 
to atone for the tins of every poor sinner who trusts 
in Him* And so when Jesus had read this, He 
gave the book to the minister, and sat down. And 
He is sitting now on the right hand of God pleading 
for us, while we, His ministers or servants, tell the 
joyful news of redemption through His blood to 
poor lost sinners; but the time will come, and we 
none of us know how soon, when He will rise up— 
the " acceptable year * will have passed away, and 
then will be "the day of vengeance of our God" 
to all who have rejected Christ 

Oh, dear unsaved one, do not trifle with this 
matter any longer; do not enter upon this new 
year without Christ I Ton may never see the end 
of i t What an awful thing it would be to be lest 
eternally, because Christ was offered to you, and 
you refused to have Him. 

" Come npw, and let ms reason together, saith the 
Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool." (Isa. i. 18.) 

" The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, 
as some men count slackness; but is long-suffering 
to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance.'1 (2 Peter iii 0.) I 

L1TS T^EBSAGE. 

TO-DAY. 

TO-DAY means the present time. In this view 
how precious and important is every moment 

Is it not as if it were said that heaven or hell 
hangs upon a moment? Reader, the present 
moment is given you to seek the salvation of your 
soul, but of another moment no man living is 
certain. 

What are the solemn warnings of Scripture in 
reference to the time in which we are called upon 
to make our peace with God? Let us hear: 
" Acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at peace " 
(Job xxii 21); " To-day if ye will hear His voice, 
harden not your heart" (Pa. xcv. 7, 8); "Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation." (2 Cor. vi 2.) 

Thou art yet on earth, in the place of hope, 
where opportunities are enjoyed; and this little 
messenger of mercy is telling you that the God who 
can bless thee for ever, or curse thee for ever, is 
inviting and entreating, nay, even beseeching thee 
to escape His curse and accept His blessing. To
day there is time for this, and therefore the gospel 
call is, " Seek the Lord while He may be found, 
call upon Him while He is near." (Isa. Iv. 6.) 

How awful if, amidst all the means of grace and 
mercies afforded you, you are not one degree more fit 

| for heaven; but, alas! alas! abundantly more fit for 
hell! Dying in this condition, what will you do ? 
Where will you flee for refuge? How will yon 
escape, if you neglect so great salvation t Whan 
the great day of God's wrath is come, how will you 
be able to stand ? What will you say to Him ? 
You will be found speechless! 

" As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no plea
sure in the death of the wicked; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn 
ye from your evil ways " (Ezek. xxxiii. 11); " The 
Lord your God is gracious and merciftd, and will 
not turn away His face from you if ye return unto 
Him" (2 Chron. xxx. 9); Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock; if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sqp 
with him, and he with me" (Bey. iii 20); "And 
the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him 
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely/9 (Rev. xxii 17.) 

Reader, to-day God sets before you an open door 
of mercy. To-morrow that door may be shut. " To-
day if you will hear His voio^ harden t#t yonr heart" 
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"FLEE FROM THE WRATH TO COME," 

THIS was one of John the Baptist's words. He 
did not flatter the people, saying, "Peace, 

peace, when there was no peace/* but was a /aittifhl 
and true witness, telling the people all their sin and 
all their danger. 

If yon, reader, are unconverted, I say to yon to
day what John said to the people about him, " F L K 
mat THB WRATH TO ooxi I" There it wrtthfn iU 
wag to meet you. Conscience tells you so. Ton 
know you cannot meet God's judgment You 
cannot excuse your wicked tempers—your selfish 
sets—your godless Ufa Your conscience accuses 
you of disobeying, dishonouring, hating God, and 
warns yo* that He is coming to judge you, and 
that when He judges you He cannot acquit you. 
So that your conscience says, " Wrath is coming." 
And what is more, Christ says, " Wrath is coming." 
Yes, Jesus, who had so much oemfort for all, who 
was so kindly to all publicans and sinners, even 
He speaks of a " worm that dieth not," and of a 
"fire that is not quenched/1 He warns all who 
refuse to follow Him, that one day they will cry 
unto Him, but He will say, "Depart from Me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
aid his ttpis." So that God in your heart, and 
God ia Christ, both proclaim that wrath is on its 
way to meet every impenitent sinner. Therefore, 
n*s raox a " 

F u n ! You must move quickly. To-morrow 
wrath may be here; TO-DAY it may be here. It is 
not a time to look about salvation leisurely; you 
must ./fa* from the doom that threatens you* With 
all your strength! and heart, and mind, you must 
ran for refuge. Like Lot, "tarry not in all the 
plain." Best not, day nor night, till you are as safe as 
God can make you. " The axe is laid at the root of 
ffce tree.9' It must bear fruit now, or it may never 
have the chance again. 

And flee to the only refuge God sets before us; 
Mt to drink to drown year fears—not to lies, to 
Imnfla them away—not to mere decency, to soften 
ffcem down: ram TO CHBIST. GO to Him, and 
pwt forth your prayer for mercy; flee to Him, 
aril tell Hun all your fears, and all your guilt 
fit* yourself 19M a fluttering bird, in His bosom, 
a«& then y«# Witt be safe; for He says, "Him 
fltft orthetft ft Xe 1 will in no wise cast out;99 

i l l Ms gospel testifies, that " whosoever believeth 
> *ot perish, but have everlasting life." 

THE DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON. 

ON a certain night, near two thousand five hun
dred years ago, Belshazzar, king of Babylon, 

Was banqueting with his princes and nobles, and 
while they were revelling in their godless pleasure, 
and drinking their wine out of the holy vessels 
taken from the temple at Jerusalem, suddenly they 
were terrified; for, lo! the fingers of a man's hand 
appeared, and wrote the doom of the king and his 
courtiers upon the wall of the palace. They were 
startled as they beheld the strange appearance, but 
could not understand the writing. They sent for the 
astrologers and wise men of Babylon to interpret it, 
but they could not decipher the message that God had 
sent to them. At last they sent for Daniel, the man 
of God, and he fearlessly tells the king and his un
godly associates of their imminent doom. He de
clares, " Thou art weighed in the balances, and art 
found wanting;" and the solemn record immediately 
follows: " In that night was Belshazzar the king of 
the Chaldeans slain." 

Gyrus, king of Persia, after besieging the city of 
Babylon for some time, had, by diverting the current 
of liie river Euphrates, found its empty channel a 
means of access, and the gates on this night of 
revelry being left open, according to the word of 
prophecy by Isaiah many years before, he and his 
hosts entered the city, and swift destruction over
took Belshazzar and his princes, 

Header, how is it with you ? Are you conscious 
that in yourself you are like Belshazzar— 
"weighed and found wanting1'? and have you 
availed yourself of the full provision God has 
made in Christ, so that the one who trusts in Him 
is accepted before God in all the merits of Christ? 
If you are not in Christ, you are in God's sight 
found wanting, and a doom worse than Babylon's 
will overtake you, unless you turn to Christ and 
accept His salvation. The time is coming soon 
when God will bring forth the even balance of the 
sanctuary, and only those who are washed in the 
blood of Christ will pass the standard of infinite 
righteousness; and all those who are trusting in 
their own goodness, or to any human device, will 
find that the searching eyes of the righteous Judge 
will discover every refuge of lies, and overthrow 

l every false hiding-place, and FOUND WANTING will be 
the sentence of His lips. Oh, my reader, let this 
New Tear, to which God in mercy has brought you, 
witness your decision for Christ. Turn to Him with 
all your heart, and He will clothe you with His 
righteousness, and cover you with His merits, so 
that you shall be able to say— 

"Bold shall I stand in that great day; 
For who aught to my charge shall lay, 
While by Thy blood absolved I am 
From sin's tremendous guilt and shame P" 
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THE WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE. 

•But a* the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as 
in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 

' and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and 
^ knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also 

the coming of the Son of man be."—MATTHEW xxiv. 37-39. 

ru 
—&..* 

THE ARK. 

Oojne to the Ark. the waters rise, 
The seas their DIHOWB rear: 

While darkness gathers o'er the sides, 
Behold a refuge aear! 

Oome to the Ark, ere yet the flood 
Your Jin*'ring steps oppose; 

Come, for the door which open stood, 
Is now about to dose. 

•M i l ' . * i i'j , 
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THE ARK, 

THROUGHOUT Scripture we cannot find a more 
beautiful and striking type of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Saviour of sinners, than we have in the 
ark. In the days of Noah sin so abounded that 
God could suffer it no longer, and was, so to speak, 
forced to sweep from off the face of the earth all 
who would not take warning, but who went heed
lessly on in their own ways, fearing not God. But 
God in His love, willing to save, prepared an ark 
by the hands of Noah; and when we consider the 
length of time taken to build the ark, the long-
suffering of God is magnificently set forth. One 
word from God, and the ark could have been in 
readiness; but not so, one man is put to work, and 
plenty of time is given for all to hear of the coming 
flood and this place of refuge. Every nail driven 
was not only a warning voice, but a gracious invita
tion to believe and live. But, oh solemn thought! 
thorough indifference reigned; the voice of Noah 
fell upon their ears as rain upon the flinty rock, 
opinions passing, most likely, from one to another, 
upon the weakness of mind and folly of Noah. 
t'hey would not believe the message from God 
0od oanjustly say, " I would, but ye would not" 

ut after one hundred and twenty years, or there-
ibouts, of warning, the time was up—God's long-

ffering came to an end; the ark was finished, all 
ihe animals God wished saved were gathered into 

ihe ark, then Noah, his wife and family, " and the 
lord shut him in." (Gen. vi i 16.) The door was shut. 

Dear unsaved one, what a voice of warning is 
this to you! Forget not that God's word is as true 
to-day ad it was in the days of Noah. Christ is 
mow the ark of God, prepared by God upon Calvary's 
*ross, while He was nailed to that accursed tree. 
Oh, what a voice to the sons of men! nails driven 
through those precious, blessed hands and feet of 
ihe adorable Lamb of God, and all, all to prepare 
in ark for sinners! And yet innumerable are the 
toulp who treat all this work of God with indiffer-
nc^:who think of none of these things. Cut God 

not mocked; the day is fast approaching when 
fie will again shut to the door, and those who have 
not entered into the Ark must be left outside for 
judgment, for there is no other way of escape. In 
the days of Noah same aright have climbed to the 
top of the highest mountain, but all was of no use; 
the ark was the only place of safety. And so it is 
now, dear reader^ no safety out of Christ " There 

t 

is therefore now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus" (Rom. *HL 1 ) ; but all who 
have beard the gospel and who ire not. in. Him 
must perish. " But how am I to get jhtp Christ ?" 
you may ask. Well, I wiU tell yon the way. 
Christ is the way; Christ ia the door; Christ is the 
ark. Come to Him. " Him that cometh to me," 
says the Lord Jesus Christ, " I will in no wise cast 
out." (John vi. 37.) He will take you in if you 
will only come to Him; the only hindrance is with 
yourself; you will not come to Him. How often 
has the blessed Lord to say, " Ye will not coma to 
Me that ye might have life." (John v. 40.) Other 
vessels may be afloat very like an ark. Beware of 
anything short of Christ, the Ark of God. Religion 
is not the ark, neither are prayers—nothing short 
of Christ " By Me," says the blessed Lord, " if any 
man enter in he shall be saved." (John x 9.) 

« O'er mountain, hill, and vale, "The wind blows strong *nd koto, 
Glides safely on But stronger is 

The ark. The ark. 
u How high the billows rise, 

But higher is 
The ark. 

4 How safe, how very safe, 
Are all within 

The ark!" 

REMEMBRANCE, 
" Son, remember."—LUKK xri. 25. 

AND is there remembrance in hell ? 
There is! to the sinner's dismay: 

And none but the lost one can tell 
How bitter the anguish,/or ever to dwell 

On scenes which have passed away. 

Remembrance t Ah, yes! of the sound 
Of mercy, so much to be prized; 

How the lost can, in Jesus, be found,— 
Of a lore which could nerer know measure or bound, 

All madly refused and despised. 

Remembrance t Ah, yes! of the hour 
When conscience spoke sternly and loud; 

When the soul was enthralled by a power, 
And tears, bitter tears, might have fall'n like a shoffer; 

Yet all passed away like a cloud. 

Remembrance 1 Ah, yes I of the time 
When the soul seemed inclined to relent,— ' 

When it seemed as if then it could climb 
Up, up to the beautiful, sorrowless clime— •;» 

Blest season ! neglected, misspent 

Remembrance f Ah, yes ! but in vain 
Words strive each remembrance to tell ? 

Enough that Jehovah hath said, 
And the fact in the pages of Scripture is read— 

There shall be remembrance in hell / 
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"JACK, WE SHALL PRAY FOR Y0U.M 

TT was the last day of the year, and a ship lay a 
J» anchor off a large city. Weekly, and some
times nightly, a few of the men met for prayer, 
and of late they had prayed earnestly for one of 
their number, who carried his dissipation and reck
lessness beyond all limits. He never ceased deriding 
the "canting Methodists/9 as he called his godly 
companion*, and his influence threatened to defeat 
their efforts for the spiritual good of the crew. 
Just before tile sailor's watch on the last night of 
the year, one of his comrades said to him kindly, 
"Jack, we meet to-night to pray the old year out, 
and m *h*U pray far you." Jack turned round in 
a rage. " Make m$ your subject if you dare, and 
111 knock your brains out,19 was his answer. 

All alone he kept his watch. Overhead shone 
the pure stars, and far away gleamed the lights of 
the city, and still the parting words of his comrade 
rang in his ear. " I wonder what they '11 say," he 
thought at length, after his anger had died away. 
"Well, if they mention all my sins, they'll have 
enough to keep them busy;99 and, one after another, 
scenes of sin came up before him, scenes from 
which many of the participants had been called 
away to judgment. Bousing himself, he tried to 
ihake off their memories, but in vain. " We'll 
fr*y fur yam" rang in hit ear. All at once the 
texts learned at l i s mother's knee from his almost 
forgotten Bible came up before him. Vainly he 
whistled, and sang, and tried to think of anything, 
everything else. God's Spirit will accomplish its 
wart " The soul that sinneth, it shall die,'9 said 
memory. "The wrath of God abideth on him;" 
tad passage after passage came up before him. He 
saw himself a sinner before an avenging, slighted 
Ood; and despairing, trembling, ha threw hiwelf 
upon his knees. "Ob, what a long list of tint 
Pin got scored np against me,? h& groined; " I 
eatft ever get it chalked out!91 He'aaw himself 
rtfllfatf and hel$le&; but as onoe of old appeared 
to Pater, walking on the sea, the blessed " Son of 
4 u , * to across the wild waves of doubt, of anguish, 
sad despair, came the heavenly comforter into the 
heart of tiafc poor sailor, saying, " Be not afraid, 
snly betierej* afid, like the disciple Thomas, his 

heart responded, " My Lord and my Ood.99 Alone 
upon his knees he heard the far-off city bells toll 
out the dying of the year, and merrily chime in the 
advent of the new, and a "new creature99 Jack 
arose from his knees; and grasping the hand of the 
comrade who came to relieve his watch, said, with 
a tearful voice, "Ned, I 'm a new man in Christ 
Jesus.99 

His conversion was indeed sincere. God's Spirit 
perfected the good work begun in him; and as he 
contemplated the abyss from which he had been 
snatched, he could not sufficiently admire divine 
goodness. Jack was unwearied in his efforts to 
show his late companions the folly of their ways; 
and more than one had reason to hold in grateful 
memory Jack's new year. " He that sitteth upon 
the throne saith, Behold, I make all things new." 

"BEHOLD, HE COMETH WITH CLOUDS. 

rpHE Lord, whom scoffers soorn and slight, 
-L Will shortly come again 
With two-edged sword, when He will smite 

Ungodly, sinful men; 
No soul, not sheltered in the Lamb, 

Can face that dreadful day ; 
For Jesus is the great I AM, 

And over all hath sway. 

When every eye the Lord shall see. 
And judgment falls on men, 

How will it fere, dear soul, with thee? 
Oh, where wilt thou be then ? 

All kindreds of the earth shall wail, 
Each tribe from pole to pole; 

, With terror shall the boldest quail, 
And each unrighteous soul * 

While they who 're Christ's shall be with Him, 
His holy image bear, 

Have joy that overflows the brim, 
And all His honours share. 

That Botemn cby must oome to pwJ, 
r Tea, soon it wiU be here, 

And fall upon the faithless mass 
Who will not heed or fear ; 

But now is Jesus on the throne, 
And grace still shows to those 

Who trust in Him, and *Him alone, 
Although they were His fees. 
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: i 

THE HOUSES UPON THE ROCK, AND UPON THE SAND. 

THE TWO BUILDERS. 
MATT. vii. 24-27. 

IN our picture we see two houses, very similar, 
and built on opposite sides of the same stream; 

but while the one stands firm against the tempest, 
the other yields to the shock of the storm, and is 
fast going to ruin. Why is this ? One is founded 
upon a rocky the other is built upon the $and. 

This world is divided into two classes, those who 
obey the words of Christ, and those who do not 
How can I obey ffis words? By first believing on 
Him—coming to God as a sinner, and seeking 
salvation through the blood of Jesus. Then, 
having found the Saviour, you can begin to build 
upon Him, the only true Bock, and prove your 
love to Him by keeping His commandments. 

How different the course of the man who builds 
upon the sand! Diligently he piles one good work 
upon another, and very cleverly imitates the house 
upon the rock. His friends compliment him on 
his success, and whisper that some people stand as 
good a chance of going to heaven as others who 
pretend to be so religious. Wait a while. The 

sun has shone brightly hitherto, but clouds are 
gathering. The wind rises fast, and soon the rain 
descends in torrents. And new the mountain 
stream begins to swell, and rushes down the valley 
like a cataract The shifting eand,yields, the wall* 
begin to tremble, and soon nothing is left of what 
was once so fair but a heap of ruins* Whyl 
Because it w& built upon the sand. 

Which are you building on, reader ? I do not 
ask, What are you building ? though that is ah im
portant question; but, What is your foundation? 
"Other foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, that is Jesus Christlft Tbu smile i t the 
madman who built his house upon the sand. : See 
in him a picture of yourself if not restihg^o* 
Christ. The storm of God's judgment will scon 
burst upon a doomed world, and. the floods of ;H» 
wrath will sweep away every refuge of lie* 
Leave, then, the ground of your fancied righteofutv 
nesB, and trust in Christ alone. He is able and 
willing to save. Then you can sing— 

* On Christ, the solid Bock, I stand; . v > , , 
All other ground is shifting sand." 

; J A M M S . HAWXHW, M, Bakar8twtt,W.; and 13, Patarnofter Square, B.O. 8. W 
JWtff U», pmr 109. QuanHtUs at a gr§at reduction. 

& W. FAmnxiB *Oo., 9, Fafrraoatar Bow. 

Digiti ized by Google 



3%4 tStotyfonrnt's ffltopssm. 

•t»*7.] FUBXJBHED MONTHLY. [trim tl-pw 100. 



THE WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE. 

"IS IT SPRINKLED?11 

" A ND why ask that, my son f Why so anxious 
J\ about a thing so unimportant ?" 
" Oh, father, do not speak so! You know how 

God,' by Moses, has commanded the blood to be 
sprinkled on the lintel and the two side-posts before 
midnight, else the firstborn must die." 

" The Almighty is merciful, my son; and surely 
we are not Egyptian sinners, that we should be so 
terribly afraid of a judgment intended only for 
them/ 

"Yes, father, merciful indeed, wttnierfully merci
ful to choose and spare a people like ua, more guilty, 
it seems to me, than Egypt itselt But then the 
mercy is—to provide the blood as the means of 
deliverance, not to save us without it, much less in 
contempt of it." 

" Well, then, is not the blood already shed ? and 
does not that satisfy you ? Were you not with me 
in the afternoon when I slew the lamb, and collected 
the Wood in the basin ? Do you call that contempt 
of it?" 

" I know it, father. I saw the blood shed, but 
is it tprinkM ?" 

"And why 00 particular about that* my boyf 
Can you not be satisfied when you know that the 
blood was rightly shed, at the right time ?" 

" Oh, father, do not treat me so! Is the blood 
tprinkledf Thai is the thing for me. If it is not, 
you know I am the one to suffer for it" 

" Well, really, my child, I am not sure whether 
this thing, that so concerns you, has been done or 
not I hope it has; but I have been so busy with 
other things, and so many of the neighbours have 
been in and out talking over matters, that I cannot 
speak for certain about this sprinkling. Nor can I 
think, after all, that it matters so much as you seem 
to fancy." 

"Fancy! What do you mean, father? If God 
is true, then, in an hour or two I shall be dead, 
unless this thing be really done. Mother! sister! 
bring here the lamp, and let us see whether the 
blood be on the door-post or not Oh, what 
is this I—no sign of blood I Yet look again—look 
all round—on this side—on this—on the lintel. 
Abu! no—nothing of the blood here ]" 

u Will, surely, I told the lad to have the thing 
done, **d it seems he has overlooked it But, since 
yon Ms 00 anxious about the matter, I hope the 
basin <may still have the blood in it.11 

" Hope, father! and is that the thread on which 
your firetborn's life now hangs? Well, let us put 
an end to the hoping, and know the worst!" 

So they seek, and seek for the basin. The fo
ments seem hours. And then, after longer search 
than should have been needed in such a case, and 
well-nigh buried amid the rubbish of the court, the 
vessel is found; the hyssop branch is dipped in it, 
the blood is sprinkled on the door-post And now 
the fevered youth can rest, and quietly wait for the 

I appointed hour. The hour arrives—the agent of 
destruction goes forth—each unsprinkled house is 
entered. " And it came to pass, that at midnight 
the Lord smote all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh on his throne, 
to the firstborn of the captive in the dungeon." 
And there was a great cry thnugkrat all the land, 
because " there was not a house where there was not 
one dead." But as true as a the sentence of judg
ment, so true is the word of mercy. To all the 
blood-sprinkled homos Awe oomes nothing worse 
than a glorious pmomr. u When I see the blood, 
I will pass over ye*," saith the Lord " and the 
plague shall not be upon you to destroy yon." (Exod. 
xii 13.) 

And now I ask every one who has read Urns far, 
Can you suppose such a case, or can you not t Pro
bably not You can hardly fancy to yourself a 
father at once so profane and so cruel on that terrible 
night A son's life was at stake. Not likely, then, 
that it would be thus recklessly trifled with. But 
now there is a greater blood that has ban shed, even 
the blood of God's Son; and there is a greater life 
that is at stake, and that life, reader, is % tamPt 
life of endless well-being And so I cannot but come 
and, with somewhat of the agony of that youth, ask 
of thee, brother, " It it tprinkhd?" This, and this 
only> jo* know, could avail in the case of that first
born. It was not the shed blood, but the shed blood 
tprintled, that could save him from the overhanging 
sword. And so now. The blood has been shed, 
truly enough, most perfectly and gloriously shed, 
once and for ever, and for all, on Calvary. And 
there, surely enough, has the eye el Chid seen it; 
but, brother, has He seen it on ffcef That is the 
question. It & tprmkkdt It may seem strange, 
but so it is;—not even the 0—an falnaas ef the 
Lamb's blood, as overflowing o n earth, but only the 
blood, at tprinkled on thst, can save thy souL Canst 
thou, then, be to thyself what the father in our 
parable was to his son ? Canst thou put away the 
vital question with such sad trifling as we suppeasd 
in him ? Thousands do. They say " The Almighty 
is merciful. We are not so bad as many. Our 
Saviour died for us. We hope it is all ngfcfc, or 
that it may turn out m at last But we are not 
certain; and who is? We have so much else to 
think of." And so on. And thus they rest And 
all the while the blood is not sprinkled; the soul 
is not saved. The midnight of death and judgment 
is on the wing. Any moment the destroyer may 
start up, sweep along, bunt into the fcouat, and 
then, no more patt-ovtr lor (be, thou unsprinkled 
one. 

And now, reader, the bleed has baen shed. The 
one life has been given for the many. The Lamb 
of Ood has yielded to be bound, and on Him has 
been "laid the iniquity of ns all" (lea. liiL 6.) 
As for satisfaction to Sternal Jnstiee, and perfect 
provision of salvation for the lost—all that is 
"finished." 
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HOW AM I TO KNOW WHEN I AM 
SAVED? 

YOU oome to k*ertv that yon are bet by be
lieving the Bible, and being conscious of it. 

The word of God and the voice of conscience 
corroborate each other. In like manner the Bible 
and your own conscience should assure you that 
having believed in Jesus jou are saved. To be 
save* is to tate towed down to two truths—first* 
"I was lost;" secondly, "Christ hae saved me." 
Before yon can say that you must have believed it. 
The same book that alarms yon by telling you that 
you are lost in Adam, that there is a judgment-seat 
and a hell, also comforts you by telling you that 
Christ has taken away your sins. 

You read, for instance, in John v. 24, and there 
are numerous passages of the same import, "Verily, 
TerOy"—"of a truths of a truth," a sort of double 
buttress, put there by our kind and wise Lord to 
guard the precious truth behind from the assaults 
of the enemy, "I say tinto yon "—never mind 
what 8etfa\ £SJ*P F* 7°™ own heart, nor your 
friends, reHf̂ outf hixt' tttisaved, or irreligious, mind 
what / say—"He that heareth my word.* It 
must be "my word," however, "and believeth on 
Him that sent me, hath," h, a, t, h, HATH ; not 
shall get it if he takes care in fbture, but " hath 
everlasting life;99 not life for a week, a month, a 
year, but " everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but it passed from death unto life." 
Now you may be as conscious that you have heard 
and believed as that you are in existence; therefore 
you may know that you have everlasting life, or, in 
other W<Wfc <l&t T** *-* •**& Christ lives 
though fle was dead, and He is alive for evermore; 
and He says, " Because / live, ye shall live also.'9 

(Rev. L 18; John xiv. 19.) You are not to con
clude that you are saved because of any attainments 
in sanctity, or any feelings, frames,' experiences, 
glows, vision*, "voices, dreams, &&, but simply 
because Mfiayeit. Having ones got it from God's 
own lips in fhti Bible, you will always find it there. 

Yoik tate trttftt your rent, and have got a receipt, 
which is safe in your desk. If your landlord or his 
sgent were to come to your door and demand payment 
a second tin$} Wild you take up this ground, " I 
am not in your property, sir n\ or would you stand 
sad say, "I think I paid you,* or "I feel I paid 
Ton,* ot-«I.££ps I paid you," or "I remember I 
paid yon?* or rach Kke t Ah, no! you would say, 

" Stand a moment, sir, till I get my receipt." In 
like manner, having believed, you are not to deny 
that you are a sinner when the "accuser of the 
brethren" (Rev. xii. 10) casts up your sins to you; 
nor are you to say, I thinkf or I feel, or I hope, or I 
remember, &c, I am, woe, or will be forgiven. No; 
you may admit all he sayB about you, but refer 
him to Bom. viii. 33, 34, and kindred texts, and 
he will at once decamp; for he cannot stand one 
look of your black account, discharged by God's own 
hand with red ink—the blood of His own dear Son. 

HALF-WAY TO CHRIST. 

HALF-WAY to Christ is a dreadful place. There 
is no neutral ground in Christ's territory. 

You must either be for or against Him. 
Half-way home is to be still excluded from light, 

love, and happiness. 
" Almost saved " is—still left to perish! If you 

are already half-way to Christ, what is to hinder 
your progress? If you believe with the under
standing, why should you not believe with the 
heart also? 

Why will you halt on the threshold when the 
door stands invitingly open, and you may enter if 
you choose ? 

Are you satisfied with being half-way to Christ t 
Living and dying in that condition you are lost 
eternally. 

Come nearer. No need to stand afar off. Half
way to Christ is a dreadful place! But in Christ is 
salvation. And He says, Come! 

REMEMBRANCE, 
"Sou, remember."—Lu** zv i 85. 

AND is there rnnembranee in hell F 
There is! to the sinner's dismay; 

And none but the lost me can tell 
How bitter the anguish, for ever to dwell 

On scenes which have passed away. 
Semembrance t Ah, yes! of the sound 

Of mercy, so much to be prised; 
How the lost can, in Jesus, he found,— 
Of a love which oould never know measure or bound, 

All madly refused and despised. 
Semembranee t Ah, yes! of the hour 

When conscience spoke sternly and loud; 
When the soul was enthralled by a power, 
And tears, bitter tears, might have falTn like a shower; 

Yet all passed away like a cloud. 
Semembrmnee t Ah, yes! of the time 

When the soul seemed inclined to relent,— 
When it seemed as if then it could climb, 
TTpf up to tite beautiful, sorrowless dime— 

Blest season! Neglected, misspent. 
Mmembrence t Ah, yes! but in vain 

Words strive each remembrance to tellP 
Enough that Jehovah hath said, 
And the fact in the pages of Soripture is read— 

There shall be remombranee in hell! A. M* 
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WHAT THEN? 
FTEB the joys of earth, 
After its songs of mirth, 
After its hours of light, 
After its dreams so bright— 

What then? 
Only an empty name, 
Only a weary frame, 
Only a conscious smart, 
Only an aching heart 

/ wilt cause 

TO CEASE 
After this empty name, 
After this weary frame, 
After this conscious smart, 
After this aching heart— 

What then? 
Only a sad farewell 
To a world loved too well, 
Only a silent bed 
With the forgotten dead. 

the 

I VOICE OF MIRTH 
After this sad farewell, 
To a world loved too well, 
After this silent bed 
With the forgotten dead— 

What then? 
Oh then—the Judgment throne! 
Oh then—the last hope—gone! 
Then, all the woes that dwell 
In an eternal HELL! 

and the 

VOICE OF GLADNESS. 
Jer. xri. 9. 

There shall be 

NO MORE DEATH. 
FTEB the Christian's tears, 
After his fights and fears, 
After his weary cross, 
< All things below but loss1— 

What then? 
Oh then, a holy calm, 
Besting on JEST/B arm, 
Oh then, a deeper love 
For the pure Home abate. 

NO MORE 
SORROW. 

After this holy calm, 
This rest on JESTJ'B arm, 
After this deepened love 
For the pure Home above— 

What then? 
Oh then—work for Him, 
Perishing souls to win, 
Then JBSU'S presence near,' 
Death's darkest hour to cheer. 

NO MORE PAIN.} 
Rev, zxi. 4. 

And when the work is done,' 
When the last soul is won, 
When Jssu's love and power . 
Have cheered the dying hour— 

What t hen? 
Oh then—the Crown is given I 
Oh then—the rest of HEAVEN 1 
Endless life, in endless day, 
Sin and sorrow passed away. 

THE THINGS WHICH AEB NOT SEEN ARE 

ETERNAL.-* a* *.i& 
m 
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THE WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE. 

«QH, HIDE ME!" 

MI83 | t ^ r a J»d jsst left a boarding-school, 
where she had finished her education, and 

acquired all the knowledge and accomplishments 
that were necessary for her position in the world. 
She looked forward to spending many happy days; 
was admitted into church membership. She supposed 
that she was right for time and eternity, but had 
never been converted, and was still a stranger to 
the pardoning love of Jesus, living, as thousands 
of nominal Christians do, with the world's fashions 
and pleasures reigning in her heart and mind. At 
length she was laid upon a bed of sickness; her 
days were numbered, and her career of self-in
dulgence was soon to close. It was very sad to I 
witness her last moments. Grasping the curtains, 
she cried in agony of despair, "Oh, hide me! 
hide me!'9 as if the very darkness of death was 
revealing hell to her Christless soul! 

Dear reader, you may be possessed of all that 
is moral and amiable in the sight of men, yet be 
destitute of saving grace. God will see in you 
ten thousand unforgiven sins for which He will 
condemn you. Then know that God will bring 
you into judgment Your opportunities wasted; 
your time squandered en poisonous novels; your 
heart wrapped up in dress and gaiety, while God 
and religion are shut out; your mirror consulted, 
while the Redeemer is neglected; your fondness 
for worldly delights, but your immortal soul for
gotten. All these sins are crying to heaven against 
you, and not one will be forgotten on that awful 
day, when the trumpet's sound will bring you 
before the great white throne, and the eyes of the 
Son of God shall pierce each comer of your soul. 
No rock will hide nor mountain cover you on that 
day. How will you stand when God shall gird 
Himself with wrath? Sinner, be wise in time; 
vengeance comes. There is no refuge but at I 
Calvary's cross. Reader, stop and choose Christ 
now. Are you afraid of following Christ lest you 
be laughed at? Think which is worst, the silly 
laugh of dying men, or the eternal curse of the 
eternal God. Better enter the way to heaven with 
all the world against you, than take the way to 
hell with all the world applauding you. Header,, 
" the blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, oleanseth' 
from all sin.11 Flee to Christ for refuge. His! 
blood alone can atone for sin. There is no hiding-
place for sinners but under the shadow of the cross. | 

LAST WORDS OF DYING SINNERS. 
" llyf IHJONS of money for one moment of 

l u . time l" exclaimed a dying lady of rank, of 
beauty, and of power; but not a minute was to be 
found for her in the world of time. She had spent 
her years in the pursuit of pleasure, and never had 
one moment to spare for the great concerns of the 
world to come. 

"It is too late; I am lost!" was the dying a y 
of a young man who had passed through a revival 
of religion, and had not been moved by the power 
of the Holy Spirit Sudden sickness seized him, 
and death stared him in the face, and he was filled 
with anguish when he saw the danger of his 
precious soul. He was urged to fly to the Saviour, 
and trust Him, as did the thief on the cross. But 
with the lamentation on his lips, " Too late, I am 

Ilost!" he expired. 
" I won't die now," cried a young lady, when 

she felt the pangs of death getting hold upon her, 
But as they increased, and she saw there was no 
way of escape, and that, whether willing or not, 
she must die, she cried out, "Lord, what must I 
do?" and fell back in death. 

A rich man was dying, and when the physician 
had exhausted his skill in fruitless attempts to 
arrest the violence of his disease, the sufferer asked, 
"Shall I never recover?" "You are very ill,** 
answered the doctor, "and should prepare for the 
worst" "Cannot I live for a week?" No; you 
will probably continue but a little while," " Say 
not so," said the dying man; " I will give you a 
hundred thousand pounds if you will prolong my 
life three dayB." " I could not do it, my dear sir, 
for three hours," said the doctor; and the man was 
dead in leas than an hour. 

" There is no mercy for me now!" said a youth 
who had been careless and irreligious in health, and 
now in sickness felt that the atonement which he 
had despised was not within his reach. He died 
without hope, protesting to the end that there waa 
no mercy for such a sinner as ha 

Header, would you die as these sinners died ? It 
was a wicked man who said, " Let me die the death 

I of the righteous, and let my last end be like his." 
' But oh, remember that if you would die the Chris
tian's death, you must live the Christian's life. 

, " Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon 
Him while He is near/9 

" To-day, if ye will hear His voice, harden not 
[your hearts.9' (Heb. iv. 7.) 
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THE GREAT FOUNTAIN. 

AN aged gentleman was on a visit to one of 
the noted American watering-places. Whilst 

taking a draught of water one morning at the 
spring, a lady came up to take her usual glass at 
the same time. The gentleman, turning towards 
her, in a pleasant yet thoughtful manner asked, 
11 Hare you ever drunk at that GEBAT FOUKTALN ?" 

The lady coloured, and looked surprisedj hut 
turned away without a word of reply. 

In the following winter the gentleman was in 
Rochester, when he was invited to attend a meeting 
for religious conference and prayer. At the close 
of the meeting he was asked to visit a lady who 
was dying* As he entered the sick-room the lady 
fixed her eyes very intently upon the gentleman, 
and said with a smile, "Do you not know me?'9 

"No. Are we not strangers to each other?11 

was the reply. 
"Do not you recollect asking a woman at the 

spring last year, 4 Have you ever drunk at that 
gnat fountain ?»• 

" Yea," said the gentleman, " I do remember.91 

"Well, air, I am that person. I thought at the 
time you were very rude; but yeur words kept 
ringing in my ears. They followed me to my 
chamber, to my pillow. I was without peace or 
rest tQl I found Christ. I now expect shortly to 
die; and you, under God, were instrumentally the 
means of my salvation. Be as faithful to others as 
yon have been to me. Never be afraid to talk to 
etnmgen on the subject of religion." 

What a blessing waa granted on this short but 
fiuthful word! little de Christians know how God 
may own His truth. Let us faitfefrUy scatter the 
precious seed, and He will give the increase. 

HE SAVES ALL KINDS. 

ABE you old in years? He came to save you. 
He can and will save you, on the very 

threshold of eternity, if you put your trust in Him. 
He will ifi no wise cast you out He saves not 
only the young, but the old; even hoary-headed 
miners sh^ll find in Him a full and free salvation. 
44 He is able to save them to the uttermost that 
came unto God by Him." (Heb. vil 25.) "If 
thou shalt confess with thy month the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
rataed Hins up from the dead, thou shalt be saved." 
(Bom. x. 9; John iii 14, Id.) 

Are you rich f You still need His mercy, and 
He can save you. "For there is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek; for the same Lord 
over all is rich unto all that call upon Hun. For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
beeaied." (Bom. x. 12, 18.) 

Are you poor f He can save you. Your poverty 
is no hindrance to your salvation, but it may rather 
be helpful than otherwise. To the poor, emphatu 
oally, is the gospel preached. 
, " One windy afternoon," says Dr. Hamilton, " | 
went with a friend to a country almshouse. There 
was fitting before a feeble fire a very aged man, and 
to keep from his bald head the cold gusts of wind 
he wore his hat He was very deaf, and so shaken 
with the palsy that one wooden shoe constantly 
pattered on the brick floor. But deaf, and sick, and 
helpless, he was happy. 'What are you doing, 
Wisfay?' said my friend. * Waiting, sir.9 'And 
for what?9 'For the appearance of my Lord.1 

1 And what makes you wish for His appearing?1 

' Because, sir, I expect great things then. He has 
promised a crown of righteousness to all that love 
His appearing.9 And to see whether it was a right 
foundation on which he rested that glorious hope, 
we asked old WIsby wb*t it was. By degrees h$ 
got on his spectacles, and opening the great Bible 
beside him, pointed to that text, 'Therefore being 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ . . . and rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God.9 (Bom. v. I.)99 

GRACE, 

GRACE is the sweetest sound 
That ever reached our ears, 

When conscience charged and justice frowned, 
Twas grace removed our fears. 
9Tis freedom to the slave, 
'Ws light abd liberty; 

It takes its terror from the grave, 
From death its victory. 

Grace fa a mine of wealth 
Laid open to the poor; 

Grace is a sovereign spring of health; 
'TiB L l IB FOB KVBRMORB. 

Of gmee then let us sing ] 
(A joyful, wondrous them*!) 

**i"»~- ,^mm** ! • • • k ^ w l i i A A I I 
TTDvynOT nnwcviigmy* B U R 

And we shall reign with Him. 
' X M i l : W :*£•<* A 
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Search me, 0 God, and know my heart P8ALM n no ifunucnruL." 
2 SAMUEL i 

THY LOVE TO ME WA8 WONDERFUL' 

I bless the Christ of God, 
I rest on love divine, 

And with unfailing lip and heart 
I call this Saviour mine. 

" For God hath not ap- Q . Q T ^ " Herein is love, not that 
pointed us to wrath, but to T Q we loved God, but that He 
obtain salvation by our Lord A P first loved us, and sent His 
Jesus Christ, who died for TflVB. Son to be a propitiation 
US."—1 THBM. T. 9,10. 1 Jomr IT. 8. for OUT sins."—I JOHK iv. 10. 

o 
1 1 . "GOD COMMENDETH HIS LOVE 2 f 'g 
8 "I S TOWARD US, IN THAT, 1 | . J?j 
# « g | § WHILE WE WERE YET SINNERS, • | l l 
* 2 " f CHRIST DIED FOR US." « ! ? * 
E Q * ROMANS v. 8, K K P 

"This is a faithful saying, A n n 
and wor&y of all accepta- ~ "WhereforeBe is abje 
tion, that Christ Jesus came I S to save them to the utter-

into the world to save sin- T/IYTFTT m 0 S t t h a f e o o m e u n t o G o d 

^^ w . ,p „ . . , A-IXVTJJ. X . b y Him.W-HBBMW8 Til. 25. 
ners. —l TMOTHT I. is. x JoHir ia 6# ' 

Tis H e who saveth me, 
And freely pardon gives; 

I love because He loveth m e ; 
I live because He lives. 

"JESUS 8AID, LOVEST THOU MEP 

" Create in me a clean heart, 0 GOGV'-PRALX H. 10. 

I*MMX.HAWBXXf,M,BateStmt,W.; uaA18,P»tornortw8miM».B.O..». W . P A S T U M I 4 k 0 » , 9 , P M « M * r Bov. 
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THE WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE. 

THE BLOOD ON THE MERCY-SEAT. ! 
" And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle 

it with his finger upon the mercy-seat eastward; and 
before the mercy-seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with 
his finger seven tunes."—LEV. xvi. 14. 

THE precious blood of Christ is the ground of 
God's redemption-glory. It is the righteous 

channel through which His grace flows freely and 
unhinderedly to a ruined world. It is God's pro
vision for the absolute and eternal justification of 
sinners believing on Jesus. It is the basis—most 
holy and blessed—for the full and final blessing of 
Israel. On no other footing can God act holily and 
righteously, and withal in matchless grace and love, 
in blessing poor sinners. It is the theme of praise, 
the burden of holy song, the joy of God, the con
fidence of the sinner, the meditation of the saint, 
and the wonder of mysteries to angels. 

I entreat you, my reader, to be simple and clear 
as to the ground of God's present actings in grace. 
Let every saint and sinner on the face of the earth 
know that the blood of the Lamb of God has 
infinitely and eternally glorified God in respect to 
sin; know too that that precious blood shed on the 
cross, and its efficacy owned on high, is the sinner's 
only title to remission of sins (Matt xxvi. 28), to 
peace with God (Col. L 20), and to glory. (Rev. 
vii 14.) God is now dealing in grace with sinners; 
not imputing their trespasses unto them. He is 
reconciling the sinner—alienated from Him by 
wicked works—to Himeelf Wondrous blessing! 
The cross of the blessed One declares God's right
eousness, " that He might be just and the justifier 
of him which believeth in Jesus." Is there any 
hindrance to thy blessing? Are there barriers in 
the way to God? None on God's part On that 
morning when the God of glory triumphantly raised 
His beloved One from the tomb, and crowned Him 
in heaven with glory and majesty, the last barrier 
to peace and blessing in His presence was gone. 
Need the enormity of thy sin, the aggravated cha
racter of thy guilt, keep thee from confiding in the 
Saviour-God? Ah, my reader, you oould not for 
an instant think so, had you read aright the lessons 
of the cross, the tomb, and the now-occupied throne 
of God! The blood which cleanseth from all sin 
is ever before the eye of God, and the efficacy of 
that blood is eternal. 

0 ^ how distinctly we can trace the shadows of 
the past Ju the glorious light of the present! Those 

dim Jewish shadows are now lit up with wondrou* 
beauty. The patterns, or types of heavenly things, 
can now be easily read* One name—sweetest word 
which ever fell upon the ear of man or angel—is 
the substance of every shadow, the reality of every 
figure, the image of every pattern and outline— 

" In Him fhe shadows of the law 
Are all fulfilled, and now withdraw/9 

Amidst the numerous rites and ceremonies com
prised in the Jewish ritual there was none more 
important, or more blessed in its teaching to iff, 
than when the high priest, on the tenth day of the 
seventh month, entered the most holy place—the 
presence of God, and sprinkled the blood of the 
bullock seven times upon and before the mercy-
seat—the meeting-place between God, enthroned 
in His majesty, and the sinner in guilt and trans
gression. (Exod. xxv. 22.) Have you, my reader, 
grasped the realities of the twofold action of the 
high priest on the annual day of Israel's atonement? 
The seven-times sprinkled blood upon the mercy-
seat told of God maintaining the righteousness 
of His throne, and upholding the glories of His 
characterf while dealing with a sinful and guilty 
people; while the seven-times sprinkling be/on the 
mercy-seat spoke of the perfect standing of the 
worshipper in the presence of God. 

w 
THE THREE APPEARINGS. 

HKIEIWB iz. 24, 16, 2S. 

hath appeared—the Christ of God, 
To put away oar sin; 

Tee, here on earth He once appeared, 
Eternal bliss to win; 

Closing man's history on the cross, 
The verdict there was given— 

That man, as man, without the blood, 
Could never enter heaven. 

He doth appear—the Christ of God, 
Before the Father now; 

Appears for us in glory bright, 
With " victory " on His brow; 

There lives the Priest, the Advocate, 
And Intercessor there; 

Our names upon His hands, His heart, 
Before His God to bear. 

He ihall appear—the Christ of God, 
He shall appear and soon; 

No sacrifice for rin, but One 
Who brings eternal noon; 

To bear away from these poor scenes 
His own beloved, His bride, 

To seat her, cleansed, and clothed, and crowned, 
For ever at His side. A. M. 
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0 
"HE HAS MADE ME GLAD." 

NE evening, during the month of August, when 
people were seated thickly on the sea-shore 

enjoying the balmy breezes from the south, I thought 
it a fitting opportunity to scatter a few gospel leaflets 
among them. Presently I was recognized, and the 
leaflet graciously received by a lady, she at the same 
time saying, " I am rery glad to meet you. I have 
listened to your addresses for some time past; and 
as you so kindly mentioned that you would visit 
any enquirers at their own residence, I venture to 
ask you to Gall mi me at my home to-morrow 
morning." This I promised, and continued scatter
ing the seed of the kingdom. 

1 shall not easily forget the interesting conver
sation which took place when I called upon her 
the next morning. She told me that she had 
been brought to the verge of the grave some 
time before by a long and serious illness, and 
feared another attack. She had for a long while 
been seeking the assurance of sins forgiven, but to 
» purpose. She had listened attentively to the 
presohed word on the Esplanade; and this made her 
more anxious than ever to know of a full salvation. 
She said, "I have tried and prayed very much that 
I may have peaoe with God; but the more I try, 
and the longer I pray, only seems to leave me 
farther from the peace I am longing for." 

u Yes, dear friend," I said; " and it ever will be so 
until you cease your trying. It is an insult offered to 
the Lord—this trying to help Him to save us. It is not 
a question of, Am I a great sinner,or a little sinner? as 
the world terms it; but, Have I sinned at all ? 'The 
thought of foolishness is sin.9 We are all guilty. 
Hie Lord Jesus oould see our helpless and ruined 
state, 'and became a curse for us.' Our sin de
manded the shedding of blood: ' He bare our sins 
in Hia own body on the tree.1 God loves the sinner 
though He hates the sin. Now 'He9 (the Lord 
Jeeus) ' hath put away sin by the sacrifice of Him
self f 'He hath made peace through the blood of 
Hia cross;9 'He is our Peace.999 "But I want to 
feel it; I would like to realize it before I believe,99 

she said. 
"No,191 answered; "let the Lord have His own 

way, He must know best He says, 'After ye 
believed, ye were sealed with the holy Spirit of 
promise;* 'the gilt of God is eternal life.9 We 
cannot pay for a gift, or it would cease to be a gift; 
neither can we feel that we have it before we accept 

i t 'Whosoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely.9 The eternal life is in Christ; and ' he 
that hath the Son hath life.999 

After my quoting many other texts of a similar 
kind, she said, " How very plain it is! I see it all 
now. How could I have been so blind so long a 
time ? and I have been so anxious about it* 

I shortly after left the house, rejoicing that the 
Lord had led me to this dear one. When writing 
to a friend more than a year after, she adds, referring 
to the subject, "The light of God's holy gospel 
shone into my heart in a moment. X felt that I 
had lost a heavy burden that had been weighing me 
down until I oould hardly bear myself, Suddenly 
I was subdued with such a heart-stirring joy that I 
oould not speak to anyone; and by that I knew 
that the Spirit of God was moving my soul with 
love to the Saviour. I had found such a delightful 
calm and peace within—' That peace which passeth 
all understanding9—save by those who have ex
perienced it . . . How true are these words, even 
in my case— 

'"I came to Jesus as I was, weary, and worn, and sad; 
I f onnd in Him a resting-place, and He has made me glad! • 

" Not only has He made me glad as regards my
self, but He has heard and answered my prayers for 
the conversion of my husband, who could not think 
that he only had to ' look and live.9 ' Look to Jesus 
and be saved l9 said I to my husband. Example 
made him seek to find the precious Saviour I had 
found. And now ours is a happy home, for we 
rejoice in the Lord who has shown such loving 
mercy to us. Even our children go to bed and rise 
again in the morning singing their hymns of praise; 
their favourite hymn being, 'Once for all, oh, 
sinner,9 ftc." 

Dear reader, have you realised that you are a 
sinner, and that " Christ died for the ungodly" ? 
For this is the record that He hath given to ua 
eternal life: " These things have I written to you, 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life." Allow 
me to entreat you to trifle no longer with your soul 
of so great value, but at once acoept the full and 
free salvation He offers you. E. F. 

THOSE who die resting upon their religion must 
perish for ever; with those who die trusting to the 
blood that flowed on Calvary, it is "absent from 
the body, present with the Lord.99 
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|H! tell to earth's remotest bound, 
GOD IS LOVE. 

In CHRIST we have redemption found: 
GOD IS LOVE. 

His blood has washed our sins away, 
His SPIRIT turned our night to day; 
And now we can rejoice to say, 

OVE. 

J&$M 

"God commendeth His love 

toward us, in that, while we 
LOVE 

"God so loved the were yet sinners, Christ / * H e r e m ^ love> 

world, that He gave \ died for us." 
BOM. T. 8. 

but that He loved us, and 

not that we loved God, 
His only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth 

in Him should not perish 
"For when we 

but have everlasting,/ w e r e y( j t lMmA 

life."-Jomc Hi. w. / strength, in due time 

Christ died for the ungodly." 
BOM. T. 6. 

sent His Son to be the 

propitiation for our 

sins." 
1 JOHN IT. 10. 

LOVE 
JAMMX. HAWK Nt,86y Bate MmtyW.; and 13, Fataraocfear Square, B.O. a W. FamrBiDoa * Co., 9, Patamoftar ] 
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THE CALL OF ZACCHiCUS. 
LUXE xix. 1-10. 

T1HE narrative illustrated by our picture is doubt-
J- less familiar to our readers. When only little 
children we listened with wonder and delight to 
the story of the little man who climbed a tree in 
order to see Jesus, and perhaps we think now that 
such a story is too chilriinh to claim our attention, 
forgetting the words of Christ—" Except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, ye shall not 
ester into the kingdom of heaven." (Matt, xviii. S.) 

This simple narrative teaches some of the grandest 
truths of God'k Holy Word—lessons which need to 
be leamt as much by the wisest philosopher as by 
the unlettered peasant, and sufficient to make a 
man wise unto salvation, through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. 

First, we notice the intmu $*g$rnm of Zaechaus 
to see Jesus, He had heard, no doubt, of His 
wonderful words and works, and would let nothing 

jiuzeu by U U U ^ H i 
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THE WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE. 

stand in the way, or prevent his catching a glimpse 
of the great Teacher. Are you as anxious to learn 
something about the Saviour? Jesus Christ is 
passing by to-day. Are you too busy to leave your 
desk or workshop to see Him ? Perhaps the world 
has so engrossed your heart that you have no 
thought left for the Son of God. 

We see again the willingness of Jesus to reveal 
Himself to Zacohseus. He stopped under the tree 
where the waiting soul was to be found. He was 
only passing by, and might well have hurried on to 
get clear of the crowd. But no; there was one 
who wanted to know more about Him, and that 
desire must be satisfied. He is just as willing now. 
" Him that cometh to me," said He, " I will in no 
wise cast out." 

" Jesus is a willing Saviour, 
Franklyi freely He forgives; 

And the soul which looks unto Him 
From that happy moment lives." 

Thirdly, we see that Zaccheeue got more than 
he expected. A passing glimpse was all he looked 
for, but he was spoken to by the Lord, and had the 
Son of God as a guest at his table; or rather Jesus 
took possession of his house, and received him 
there as a guest " Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, 
and ye shall find." You may come to Jesus for 
forgiveness; you shall find Him a Friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother. 

Again, we remark the urgency of Christ's word. 
"Make hast* . « • TO-DAY I must abide at thy 
house.91 It was the word of a King. If Her 
Majesty were to invite you to dine with her at a 
certain hour, you would not think of delaying a 
moment beyond the appointed time. God has 
offered to meet with you, and He has fixed the 
time—to-day; and the place—the cross of Calvary. 
Will you treat His message with contempt, or close 
with the gracious offer, and gladly say— 

** I am trusting, Lord, in Thee, 
Blessed Lamb of Calvary; 
Humbly at Thy cross I bow, 
Jesus saves me, saves me NOW." 

We may learn another lesson from the words 
"Come down." Zacchseus was chief among the 
publicans, and he was rich. He had climbed the 
tree to get a better view, but the first word of 
Jesus im hint was, " Come down." Blind Baitim&us 
in the gutter waa.nearer salvation than Zacchaeus 
in the tvea. Perhaps you have been trying to 
commend yourself to God. He bids you come 
down, fpd take the place of the guilty sinner. 
Tfce* Jle can bless and aave you. 

Lastly, we remember that Jesus was passing 
through Jericho for the last time. Had Zacch&us 
missed that opportunity he would never have had 
another of seeing Him, and receiving Him into his 
house. Just as surely your last chance of accepting 
Christ is coming soon; nay, perhaps it has already 
come, and as you read these lines, your eternal destiny 
is trembling in the balance, and the Holy Spirit is 
about to utter the fearful words, "Let him alone." 
The conscience that has often trembled under the 
sound of God's word is about to become hard and 
callous. An awful calm will reign where before 
there was anxiety and distress—a calm only to be 
broken by the hand of death, or the sound of the 
judgment trumpet Angels listen for your decision. 
God Himself pleads with you, perhaps for the but 
time. What will you do f Will your proud heart 
yield f Another moment and perhaps your doom 
will be sealed, and your day of mercy past Are 
you so mad as to let Satan cheat you out of heaven 1 
To-morrow! Tomorrow! How many souls have 
been wrecked on that word to-morrow! Soon 
death's icy hand will stop your beating heart, and 
what then t Eternal death. Menial ruin. 

« Than all the woes that dwell 
In an eternal helL" J, (J. W. 

A MESSAGE FOR THEE. 

THEBE'S a message of hope in the Bible for thee, • 
Whatever thy name or thy station; 

For the rich and the poor, for the bond and free, 
A message of perfect salvation. 

There's hope, brother, hope; let thy spirit grow stronger; 
Go read the glad promise, despairing no longer, 

There's a message of grace in the Bible for thee, 
A message that tells of God's favour, 

Of infinite mercy, abundant and free, 
Without either merit or labour. 

'Tie gratis—fbr nothing—the blessing He giveth; 
The poorest, the meanest, His bounty reoeiveth. 

There's a message of he* in the Bible for thee: 
God wills not thy death, but would rather 

His child should return with a penitent plea, 
To weep at the feet of his Father. 

There's love, brother, love in the Word thou art slighting! 
A message from Home, the lost wanderer inviting. 

There's a message of peace in the Bible for thee, 
A message the troubled heart thrilling* 

Until, through its weeping, ftltb's eye seems to fees 
The Saviour His promise fulfilling, 

Then hushed are the fears that with hope have long striven— 
" Son, go thou thy way, thou art pardoned, forgiven." 

There's a message oljoy in the Bible for thee; 
First note of the heavenly singing; 

Before its glad echo earth's duoords all flee, 
While joy bells are merrily ringing. 

Oh, yes, there's a message a message that chaereth, 
Whenever the heart its soft whispering heareth. 

* W. fcm. 
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NOW, OR NEVER, 

BBOWNLOW NORTH, the distinguished evan
gelist, who tout a few years ago entered into 

his rest* when first awakened to a sense of eternal 
realities, felt impelled to kneel down and pray. 
He hesitated, A aervunt waa coming down the 
room to kindle a fire, and he could not he aeon 
praying by her. Bat m a moment the thought 
came fl««hiT»g upon him, " This is your only chance. 
If you don't pray now, you wiU be lost for ever. 
It must be now, or never." That instant he waa 
on his knees, and from that moment he entered 
upon a new life—a 1Mb for which thousands will 
have to praise God throughout eternity. 

A young man, jmm agpy .who had often resolved 
to lead a Christian life, but as often bltke hie 
resolution, waa one night, amid hi* folly, made to 
feel that he was on his downward course that could 
end oily in hell; that hi* only hope was to make, 
4 ay ooet, an unreserved surrender of himself to 
theLoid Jesus; and that as certainly as he did 
tbt the Lor4 Jem* would receive him just as he 
ni, and would save him in spite of earth and helL 
Hang with the revelation of these truths came this 
oomiotion, This ia your last chance. Tou have 
promised well before, and gone back. If you go 
back this time, you will never have a chance again. 
It must be now, or never. In a moment that 
yoang man, with clasped hands, looking up into a 
wintry sky, and into the faee of the risen Jesus, 
exclaimed, " Lord Jesus, from this day forward let 
He be wholly thine!" The Lord took him at his 
void, and from then onward his path was one of 
brightness and joy. 

Take an instance on the other side. A woman 
is under conviction of sin. Her husband, a man 
of God, is reading to her one night a book on 
the way of peace. Suddenly she cries out, " Shut 
that book!" The truth waa too bright for her. 
She stwthe sacrifice she must make if she became 
a Christian. She trembled. She felt it was now, 
or never. There was one darling sin she could not 
part with* and aha wo«4d mot. That was her 
decision. And what was the result? From that 
moment her oourte downward was with increased 
velocity, until aft ]aafc afie died, and was buried in a 
drunkard's grave. 

leader, are you unsaved? Will you be warned? 
The Spirit of God speaks to you once more. Tou 
tie bidden to yield yourself to Christ You feel 

you can do it now. Take care! the crisis has 
come. With you now it must be—NOW, OH Nimsn. 

" 'Almost persuaded/ harvest is past! 
«Almost persuaded,' doom comes at last! 

* Almost' cannot avail; * almost' is but to fail! 
Sad, sad, that bitter wail—«Almost' but hit!" 

IT COST HIM HIS SOUL 

TWO gentlemen were out riding one day, when 
. they came to a very splendid estate, occupied 
I by a wealthy nobleman. 
I The scene was beautiftiL The green meadows on 
either side, and the trees in the distance, between 

[which and under the shadow of the hills waa a 
magnificent castle. 

I Altogether it was a perfect picture for an artist 
I to paint, and there seemed to be nothing lackmg 
that could promote happiness. 

" What is the value of this estate?" asked the 
gentleman of his friend. " I do not know exactly/9 

he replied; "but I know what it cost its former 
owner." 

"How much, sir?" he asked. "It cost him Us 
soul." 

Dear reader, I would ask you to think just for 
I a moment as to what it profited the owner of 
that estate when he found that it had been the 

I means of his losing his soul. It may have been 
I that for years his heart had been set upon it, and 
I every effort possible he had made to get it, ahd 
when he got his fancied prize he found out to his 
sorrow that "it cost him his souL" 

Do you intend to sacrifice your etertal interests 
for a few trifles that will fade, or else you will leave 
them; and then whose shall those things be that 
thou hast? 

Think ere you make an unalterable decision, ahd 
if there Is anything hindering you from taking God's 
salvation, I warn you to put it away, lest in the 
last day it be said of you, "Itj oost taw his soul'* 

I What do you value your soul at? Some halve 
been foolish enough to exchange it fof a single 
pleasure, or a few grains of gold, pud after gathering 
the few grains together they have said within 
themselves, " Soul, take thine ease; thou hast mwh 
laid up for many years;" but God comes ttfou the 

I seeite, and says, " Thou fool, this night thy soul is 
required of thee/9 and in an eternity of tormeit 
he ever remembers " it cost him his soul" 

F. ff. D. 
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"CAN ANT HIDE HIMSELF IN SECRET PLACES?" 
JmtHMTAH xxiii 24. 

"YEA, THE DARKNESS HIDETH NOT FROM THEE." 
PSALM CTTXIT. 12. 

"Adam and his wife 

hid themselves." 
Gmnuu iii. 8. 

"I flee unto Thee to 
hide me." 

PIUM alii . 9. 

THOU 
ART 
MY 

HIDING 
"The kings of the earth, "He that dwelleth in 

and the great men, and PLACE, the seoret place of the most 
the rich men, and the PSALM mu. 7. High shall abide under the 
chief captains, 

and the mighty 

men, and every 

bondman, and 

every freeman, 

hid themselves 

in the dens and 

in the rocks of 

the mountains." 
RBV. vi. 15. 

"The hail shall 

sweep away the 

refuge of lies, and the 

waters shall overflow the 

hiding-place." 
ISAIAH xxviii. 17. 

Oh, safe to the Rook that is higher than I, 
My soul in its oonfliota and sorrow would 

fly; 
80 sinful, so weary, Thine, Thine would 

i be; 
Thou blest "ROCK OF AQE8," I'm hiding 

in Thee I 

In the calm of the noontide, in sorrow's 
lone hour; 

In times when temptation oasts o'er me 
its power: 

In the tempests of life, on its wide 
heauing sea, 

Thou blest "ROOK OF AQE8," I'm hiding 
in Thee I 

shadow of the 

Almighty. I will 

say of the Lord, 

He is my refuge 

and my fortress: 

my God; in Him 

will I trust" 

PSALM xd . 1, 2. 

ROGE 
or 

AGES. 

"When thou 

passest through 

the waters,I will be with thee; 

and through the rivers, they 

shall not overflow thee." 
ISAIAH adiii. 2. 
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THE FEAST OF TABERNACLE8. 

THE FEAST OF TABERNACLESi 
LBYITICUS xxiii. 83-44. 

THIS was the third of the great annual festivals which required the presence of the 
-1- people at the place of the sanctuary. It lasted a week, and its primary object was 
for a memorial of the dwelling of the Israelites in tents while they wandered in the 
wilderness. It presents also a picture of millennial joy and glory. Israel's first feast 
was the Passover—redemption—the remembrance of the grace that saved them out of 
Egypt; and this was their last—a foretaste of glory. So is it with believers now: 
they begin at the cross—grace—and end with glory. Grace is the bud, and glory the 
eternal fruit; grace begins, and glory crowns. . p 
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THE PRECIOUS BLOOD. 

THE blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin. 
Reader, do you believe this? It is God that 

says it about the blood of Jesus. The eye of Ood 
has seen the blood; and God has said of that blood, 
what He never said of anything else, that it cleanseth 
from all sin. This is the mind of God about the 
blood. Do you believe what God says about the 
blood of Jesus ? If you believe it is the blood that 
saves, you will trust in the blood, you will cling to 
the blood, you will depend on the blood, and plead 
the blood. The moment you believe what God says 
of the blood, you will, as a lost sinner, trust in it, 
knowing nothing can save you, nothing can cleanse 
you, but the blood of Jesus. God has said it is the 
blood, and God must know. What He says must 
be true. I once thought I must do something; 
now by grace I see that the blood of Jesus has done 
alL 

God says it is THE BLOOD OF HIS SON that cleanseth 
from all sin. But remember, reader, He has said 
this only about the blood; so that if you trust in 
anything else, you cannot be saved; for God says it 
is the blood that cleanseth. The cleansing is con
fined to the blood; so that those not cleansed BY 
THE BLOOD are never cleansed at all. Those not 
saved by the blood are never saved at all; for God 
has said of the blood what He says of nothing else 
—that it cleanseth from all sin. Bo you believe 
what God says of the DEATH of Jesus? Do you 
depend on the blood of Jesus ? It is the blood that 
maketh an atonement for the soul; God says the 
blood makes the atonement. By the blood is meant 
the death of Jesus; and believers are said to be 
reconciled to God by the death of His Son. Christ 
has died. Christ has risen; the work is finished; 
those that trust in the blood are SAVED ; those who 
do not trust in Jesus are LOST. For God says, " He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life, and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but 
the wrath of God abideth on him." 

" He that hath the Son hath life; and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life." Reader, 
you need the Son of God, the blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to shelter you. For only those who 
have the Son have life. The life is in Jesus; the 
redemption in Jesus; the salvation in Jesus; Jesus 
is all Oh# you need Jesus, none but Jesus. None 
but Jesus can do helpless sinners good. Jesus is 
kind; Jesus is gracious; Jesus is full of compassion. 

Oh, if you did but know half His worth, you 
would lean on NONE BUT JESUS, cling to none but 

Jesus, trust in none but Jesus! And as a drowning 
man would cling to a plank cast in to save him, so 
would you CLING TO CHBIST, hang on Christ, rely on 

Christ, glory in Christ, think well of Christ, delight 
in Christ, and say of Christ—HE IS ALU 

THE GREAT RANSOM. 
1 TIMOTHY ii. 4-6. 

OUR God and Saviour will have all men to be 
saved. He has no pleasure in the death of 

him that dieth, but rather that he should turn unto 
Him and live. 

He has proved His willingness to save, in that 
" there is one mediator between God and man, the 
man Christ Jesus; who gave Himself" in room of, 
or " a ransom for all" 

That is to say, " As none of us can redeem his 
brother, or give to Ood a ransom for him " (Psalm 
xlix. 7), God in His infinite love and grace ha* 
Himself provided Christ Jesus as the ransom, and 
has given, and now offers to you, Christ "For 
God so loved the world, that Be gave His only 
begotten Son." 

Will you then empty your hands of all your OWE 
merits, take God's gift, and come by Jesus Christ 
the way f If so, then He is the propitiation for 
your sinB, and in Him you have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins; for "through 
His name all that believe shall receive the remission 
of sins." (Acts x. 43.) But if you deliberately 
refuse God's gift of His Son, and persist in bringing 
to Ged as a ransom for your soul your good works, 
experiences, or feelings, then beware; for then « 
wrath, and a great ransom cannot deliver thee. (Job 
xxx vi. 18.) 

For this gospel of God that He has provided-
Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all— 
is duly for a testimony in its own time, that is nte. 

. ft " Long as the lamp holds on to burn, 
The greatest sinner may return.*' 

But let death find thy hands full of thine own 
good works, instead of Christ the ransom, then even 
that grtat ransom cannot deliver thee; for thou hart 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and eternal 
damnation is the award of refusing eternal redemp
tion. 

Flee from the wrath to come. T. C. 
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WE ALWAYS SAY OUR PRAYERS. 

I WAS one day invited to the house of a strictly-
religious gentleman, and while we were sitting 

in the drawing-room the conversation turned to 
religion and religious subjects. 

I was informed that one of the family, the 
only son, had wandered in the paths of iniquity, 
causing them trouble and sorrow. The desire of 
the father was that the erring son should return 
home, and lead a moral and somewhat of a religious 
life. 

I said that if he only turned religious without 
turning to Christ he might be socially better, yet 
in the sight of God he would remain the same—a 

guilty and condemned; and that whether 
we are religious or irreligious, we stand on the 
mme platform before God, God Himself has said, 
u There is no difference: for all have sinned, 
and wane short of the glory of God." (Bom. iii 
22, 23.) 

"But I do not think it means that," he said. 
I replied that I believed what God says to be 

true, 
" Oh, yes! so do I," he said. " But I know we 

are all rightj ftrf we always say our prayers, and 
do the best we can." 

I tried to show how useless it was to rest con
tented with Maying prayers; but without avail 
They believed that was all that was required, and 
determined to go on in the way which seemed right 
in their own eyes. 

The next time I went to that house I found that 
the one who rested on toying prayers had passed 
into eternity, whether trusting in the poor prayers 
or in the blood I cannot say; but the judgment-day 
will reveal. 

Bear reader, what are you trusting in ? Is it in 
your church membership, or laying prayers, or any 
religiousneas of your own? If you are, I tell you, 
in the name of God's Son, that you are deceiving 
your own self, and you will find out to your sorrow 
that you have been led blindfolded by the " god of 
this world" right into the gates of hell, and there 
he will tear the bands from your eyes, and reveal 
to you your folly. 

God is beseeching you to take of His salvation, 
and your part is to receive from Him the gift He 
offers, and thank Him for it. F. H. D. 

"OH, THE LOVE OF CHRIST IS 
BOUNDLESS I" 

A H , the love of Christ is boundless, 
^ Broad and long and deep and high! 
Every doubt and fear is groundless, 

Now the word of faith is nigh. 
Jesus Christ, for my salvation, 

Came by water and by blood: 
Clear I stand from condemnation, 

In the risen Son of God. 

I was " waiting " once for pardon, 
I was "hoping" to be saved; 

" Waiting," though my heart would harden, 
*' Hoping" danger might be braved. 

When, by God's own truth confounded, 
I a sinner stood conf est, 

Bichly then His grace abounded— 
JSBUS gave me perfect rest 

Was it weary work believing t 
Days and weeks and years of toil t 

Weary work a gift receiving ? 
Who would God's salvation spoil P 

No; 'tis faith's delight to ponder 
What the Son of God hath done, 

On the throne to see Him yonder, 
Holy, crowned, the living One! 

"Tia not doing, 'tis not praying, 
'Tis not weeping saves the soul; 

God is now His grace displaying; 
Jesus died to make me whole. 

Look to Him, and life-works follow ; 
Look to Him without delay! 

Sinner, look! and ere to-morrow 
Thou witt weep, and praise, and pray. 

INSURED FOR EVER. 

I WAS travelling lately with a friend, a brother in 
the Lord, from London to the north of England; 

and we had taken our seats, and the train was about 
to start, when a gentleman got into the carriage. A 
friend who accompanied him, after having bid him 
farewell, came back, and said, "By-the-by, have 
you got an insurance ticket I" " Oh, yes,9' said the 
gentleman, " I am insured." My friend turned to 
him, and said very quietly, "Are you insured for 
ever ?" The gentleman looked seemingly surprised, 
but answered (not at all understanding what was 
really meant), " No; I only insure for a year at a 
time." " But I," said my friend, " am insured for 
ever.11 Still misunderstanding, the gentleman re-
replied, " Oh, yes, I know you can do it by one 
payment, but it costs a great deal!" My friend 
answered, " Yes; mine was done by one payment, 
and cost a great deal indeed. It cost me nothing, 
but it coit God His Son." 
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§ 

BE there not with YOU sins against the Lord? 
2 Cuov. xxviii. 10. 

There is NO difference : for ALL have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God. (Jfom. fii 22,23.) 

HO can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? 
NOT ONE. (Job riv. 4.) Do men gather grapes of 
thorns, or figs of thistles ? (Matt, vii ie.) 

HAT is the hope of the hypocrite 1—JOB xxvii. 8. 

The hypocrite's hope shall perish: his hope shall 
be cut off, and his trust shall be a spider's web. 

(Job viii. 13, 14.) 

HAT shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?—MAXX viii. 37. 
The reader is requested to supply the answer, 

HO then can be saved ?—MATT. six. 25. 
With men this is impossible; but with God all 
things are possible. (Matt. xix. 26.) 

HAT must I do to be saved ?—ACTS xvi 30. 
BELIEVE on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved. (Act* xvi. 31.) 

OW shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation? 

The Scripture gives no reply. Hra- «*• 8-
Can you give one ? 

HAT shall the END be of them that obey not the gospel 
Of God ?—1 PBTEB iv. 17. 

Whose END is destruction. (Pk& m. 19.) 
Whose END is to be burned, (HA. vi. a) 
Whose END shall be according to their works. 

(2 Cor. xi. 15.) 

JbcJb 
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THE DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON. 

" A ND Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the 
XJL beanty of the Ghaldees9 excellency, shall be 

ss what God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. It 
fall nerer be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt 
in from generation to generation: neither shall the 
Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shop* 
herds make their fold there* Bat wild beasts of 

the desert shall lie there; and their houses>hall be 
foil of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell 
there, and satyrs shall danoe there. And the wild 
beasts of the islands shall cry in their desolate 
houses, and dragons in their pleasant palaces: and 
her time is near to come, and her days shall not be 
prolonged.99—ISA. xiii 19-22. 
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0 
THE DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON. 

N a oertain night, near two thousand five hun
dred years ago, Belshazzar, king of Babylon, 

was banqueting with his princes and nobles, and 
while they were revelling in their godless pleasure, 
and drinking their wine out of the holy vessels 
taken from the temple at Jerusalem, suddenly they 
were terrified; for, lo! the fingers of a man's hand 
appeared, and wrote the doom of the king and his 
courtiers upon the wall of the palace. They were 
startled as they beheld the strange appearance, but 
could not understand the writing. They sent for the 
astrologers and wise men of Babylon to interpret it, 
but they could not decipher the message that God had 
sent to them. At last they sent for Daniel, the man 
of God, and he fearlessly tells the king and his un
godly associates of their imminent doom. He de
clares, " Thou art weighed in the balances, and art 
found wanting;" and the solemn record immediately 
follows: " In that night was Belshazzar the king of 
the Chaldeans slain." 

Cyrus, king of Persia, after besieging the city of 
Babylon for some time, had, by diverting the current 
of the river Euphrates, found its empty channel a 
means of access, and the gates on this night of 
revelry being left open, according to the word of 
prophecy by Isaiah many years before, he and his 
hosts entered the city, and swift destruction over
took Belshazzar and his princes. 

Reader, how is it with you ? Are you conscious 
that in yourself you* are Kke Belshazzar— 
"weighed and found wanting"? and have you 
availed yourself of the full provision God has 
made in Christ, so that the one who trusts in Him 
is accepted before God in all' the merits of Christ? 
If you are not in Chritt, you aw in God's sight 
found wanting, and a doom went than Babylon's 
will overtake you, unless you turn to Christ and 
accept His salvation. The time is coming soon 
when God will bring forth the even balance of the 
sanctuary, and only those who are washed in the 
blood of Christ will pass the standard of infinite 
righteousness; and all those who are trusting in 
their own goodness, or to any human device, will 
find that the searching eyes of the righteous Judge 
will discover every refuge of lies, and overthrow 
every false hiding-place, and swim WAH*HW wiH be 
the sentence of His lips. Oh, my reader, let thk 
New Year, to which God in mercy has brought you, 
witness your decision for Christ! Turn to Him with 

all your heart, and He will ckthe ytu with Ha 
lighteaiuRees, and oover you with His merits, so 
that you shall be able to say— 

"Bold shall I stand in thai gnat day; 
For who aught to my charge shaH layf 

While by Thy blood absotod I am 
Prom sin's tremendous guilt and shame f ° 

READY FOR ANYTHING. 

READER, this is what you would Kke to be. 
It is quite natural All people want to be 

forearmed* But remember—The true Christian, 
the believer in Christ, the converted man, he is the 
only happy man, because prepared. 

Such an one is in an ark. When the last fiery 
deluge is sweeping over all things on the surface of 
the earth, it shall not come nigh him. He shall be 
caught up, and borne securely above it all. He is 
in Christ 

Such an one is in a hiding-place. When God 
arises to judge terribly the earth, and men are calling 
to rocks and mountains to fall upon them and cover 
them, the everlasting arms shall be thrown around 
him, and th* storm shall pass over his head. He 
shall abide under Hie shadow of the Almighty. He 
is in Christ. 

Such an one is in the city of refuge. The accuser 
of the brethren can lay no charge against him. 
The law cannot condemn him. There is a wall 
between him and the avenger of Mood The 
enemies of his soul cannot hurt him. He is in a 
secure sanctuary. He is in Christ! 

Such an one is rich. He has treasure in heaven, 
which cannot be affected by worldly changes. He 
need not envy the richest merchants and bankers. 
He has a portion that will endure when bank
notes and sovereigns are worthless things. He has 
Christ! 

Such an one is insured. He is ready for anything 
that may happen. Nothing can harm him. Banks 
may break and governments may be overturned. 
Famine and pestilence may rage around him. Sick
ness and sorrow may visit his own fireside; but still 
he is ready for all—ready for health, ready tot 
disease, ready for tears, ready for fey, ready far 
poverty, ready for plenty, ready for life, t*aty ** 
death, Se has Christ! 

Reader, Ibis happiness may be yotm! Accept 
Christ, awl be happy! 
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TEE WATCHMAN MESSAGE, 

NOT I, BUT CHRIST. 

HOW raried are the examples we have in the 
Bible of sinners coming to Christ and being 

immediately saved. We read of some who came, 
who doubted l6s wflingneas, but believed in Hie 
power; at another who doubted His power, but 
reposed in His willingness. We read of some who 
ttked earnestly, and of others who never uttered 
a word, but only touched the hem of His garment 
We read of the bruised reed, the smoking flax, the 
little faith and the strong. Yet all had their need 
supplied—*M# were sent away. 

And what do all these varied and expressive 
figures tefecn us? Just this, that it was* not tht wcty 
in which they oame that was of any moment; it 
was that they did oome, and it was to Jesus they 

Their believing was not what it ought to have 
tan j Tttetr asking waa not what it ought to nave 
tan; all was faulty; yet Jesus sent none away. 

T* how often do we hear peopfo say, " I am 
aftsid I have not come, or believed, or asked as I 
flgfct" This it quite true; and all is faulty. But 
it i not your coming rightly, or believing rightly, 
or asking rightly, that saves you. It is Je***— 
Jmu <mtg. You are making a saviour of these 
instead «f Christ. The Lord says, "He that 
befiereth on me hath everlasting life.19 But you 
wy, "I do believe, yet I cannot feel that all my 
>tas are forgiven, ami that I have eternal life.1' 
New, yon are making a Saviour of your feelings. 
Tie Lord Jesus does not say, if you feel you 
tare everlasting life, but if you believe. "Only 
believe." 

"But I cannot believe that I have now eternal 
lift, becatse I have been, and I am, such a sinner." 
11 Christ leans came into the world to saw stnnert." 
It is just because you are a sinner that you may 
claim Him for your Saviour. Tou oould have no 
dam whatever to a saviour if you were not what 
you are-—a sinner. 

Perhaps you tMnk, "Well, If I were only better 
than I am I oould believe it." You would believe 
li you were better I You would be mere pleased 
with yourself if you were better! Is not this self-
righteousness ? God's desire is to make you dis
pleased with yriitiUtf fi oifet that, lo&tag away 
tern yourself to Christ, you may be pleased only 
with Him. God's design all through life is to make 

disaaostted with yourself, and more 

satisfied with Christ and His work for you* The 
more sinful you see yourself to be, the more precious 
will Christ appear; the less precious Christ appears, 
the more will you become satisfied with yourself. 
Perhaps you say in despair, " What am I to do f I 
have not peaceI" Do nothing: Christ has done 
all. He has done the work of salvation. Believe 
and live. A father sends a letter foil of good news 
to his child. What will make the child glad and 
happy f Simply believing it God has sent you a 
message: " He that believeth on the Son hath ever
lasting life." What will make you glad and happy? 
Simply believing the Spirit's testimony of Christ in 
the word of God. "He that believeth not God 
hath made Him a liar/1 How can man commit this 
fearful sin? "Because he believeth not the record 
that God gave of His Son.11 And what is the 
record that God asks us to believe about His Son? 
" And this is the record, that God hsth given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son." Thus, you 
must either believe your own heart and make God a 
liar, or believe God and make your own heart a liar. 

WHAT IS THE RESULT? 

"piHBIBT died for the ungodly." He did not die 
V*/ for His own sins; for He had none; but, ae it 

is written, He died for our sins. (1 Cor. xv. 3.) 
"He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself." (Heb. ix. 26.) And what is the result? 
The result is, that there is now no need whatever 
for you to lose your soul. There is now no necessity 
at all for you to spend eternity in the lake of fire. 
Sin has been punished in the person of God's own 
Son. God is satisfied. The work that saves is a 
ftnmhed work. Then why are you not saved? 
Because you have not received Christ. That is all. 
Believe on Him. Give God credit for speaking the 
truth. And what will be the result? The result 
will be, that you shall have everlasting life on the 
spot; for it is written, "He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life." (John iii 36.) 

TELL me if your affection is set on things above, or 
on things beneath; and then it won't be hard to tell 
if Christ be yours or not 

CHBIST nsgUcted, is just another way of saying 
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THE WATCHMA1TS MESSAGE. 

"EXCEEDING GREAT 
AND PRECIOUS PROMISES." 

2 Peter i. 4. 
"ALL THE PROMISES OFGODIMHIMAREYM.ASDINfflM AMKH."-2 Car. i 20. 

" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest."—Matt. xL 28. 

11 Him that oometh to Me I will in no wise cast out."—John vL 87. 

1 

I WTEAirn the voice of Jesus say, 
" Gome unto Me and rest; 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
Thy head upon My breast." 

RE8T 
IN 

SAFETY. 
Job xi. 18. 

I OAMB to Jesus as I was, 
Weary, and worn, and sad; 

I found in Him a resting-place, 
And He has made me glad. 

" I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life 
freely.0—Rev. xxi. 6. 

"Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst." 
John iv. 14. 

I Tr»Aiw the voice of Jesus say, 
" Behold, I freely give 

The living water: thirsty one, 
Stoop down, and drink, and live." 

DRINK 

ABUNDANT!*. 
Cant. v. 1. 

I OAHB to Jesus, and I drank 
Of that life-giving stream; [vived, 

My thirst was quenched, my soul re-
And now I live in Him. 

" I am the light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life."—John viiL 12. 

LOOK, 

BLIND, 
THAT YB MAT 

SEE. 
I$a. xlii. 18. 

I HEABD the voice of Jesus say, 
" I am this dark world's light: 

Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise, 
And all thy day be bright." 

I LOOKED to Jesus, and I fond 
In Him my Star, my Sun; 

And in that light of life I *U walk, 
Till travelling days are done. 

" He that hath received His testimony hath set to his seal that 
God is true."—John iii 33. 

" H E IS FAITHFUL THAT PROMISED." 
Heb. z. 23. 
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I I I WILL HEAL THEIR BACKSLIOINGS," 

S 1 It h & II1X S 
AND GO TO MY FATHER, 

.««««.«*. AND WILL SAY UNTO HIM, 

Jfa%r,. | (jak sinned against | ) « t o , 
AND BEFORE T H E E . . . 

warn m m% tm & WM WAY off, 
^is <jfa%er sain {jim, 

AND HAD COMPASSION, AND RAN, 

AHB FIUL. 88 HE8 UCK. ABB KBSIB HIHL 

LUKE XV. 

** I WILL LOVE THE* FREELY."-HOSE* xW. 4 
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THE WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE. 

THE BACKSLIDER. - • .- - -
"And ltoea hi oame to himself, be said, How maija; hired entente 

of my ialheHs %a*e tread eumigh and to spar*, and # pettth*ri#k 
hanger! &will arise and go to my father. AiwHie arose, and oame to 
MB father."—LUKS ZT. 17,18,80. 

TUB PRODIGAL. 
44 TIATH JJR,I am no more worthy 

" To be called Thy son; 
Yet,. in tenderness and pityj 

Own Thy erring one. 
I am sinful, poor, polluted, 

All unfit to come 
Where Thy holy children gather 

In their happy home; 
Yet Thy heart of kind compassion 

Draws me to Thy breast: 
Hear, oh! hear, my sad confession, 

Give my spirit rest. 
Well my sins deserve Thine anger, 

But in love forgive: 
Look on Christ, my great Redeemer, 

In His name reoeive. 
He has tracked my wayward footsteps 

In that far-off land; 
He has led me to Thy footstool, 

See, I grasp His hand.9' 

JESUS. 

« Father for My sake receive Hm, 
Gujity and defiled; 

ThotLdidst hid Me seek him, wandering1 

Over waste and wild. 
Loojtnoton his graceless follies, 

liook not on his sin, 
LaVfc-on Mef my wounds, and, smiUhg, 

Take the wanderer in." 

THE ^BODIOAI,.' t f ' 

" Father, if Thou* canst not answer 
Me, Thy sinful child, • 

AnsiPet Jkmut prayers, and *hisper,' 
^Theu art reconciled.'" 

THB PATHBB* 

" Oh, thou need'st not thus entreat He! 
8on, thou art forgiven! 

I have set the joy bells ringing 
Through the oourts of heaven.*1 

Prodigal, the loving Saviour 
Seeketh THBB to-day, 

Waits to guide thee to thy Father, 
Showing thee the way. 

Take His hanl, He gently leadeth, 
Follow at His side; 

Foe the cause that Jesus pleadeth 
Cannot be denied. 

WILLIAM LUFF. 

IK the hunt after pleasure, is it not strange that 
people should run past the only fountain where true 
pleasure is to be had f That fountain is Chrut. 

A you afe trying to love ( God." 
" Just so. I have been trying for long/' 
" And you have not yet succeeded ?" 
"Not yet; bit I may come to it" 
" RevettJKW will you lore God by trying.11 

"Why so? Is it not right to love Him?" 
"Most certainly it is; but you are going the 

wrong way about it Do you try to love your wife 
and children?" 

" Of course not; I simply love them," 
11 Well, don't you see that love can't be forced? 

It is a simple, easy, natural thing. If it seem* 
absurd to try and love your wife and children, it is 
much more so to try and love God." 

" What, then, am I to do ?" 
"First, give up all trying and all turning into 

yourself. You will never find in self a ground or 
reason to love God." 

"What next»" 
" Why, then, you are sufficiently free to think if 

Hie love to you, not of yours to Him. ' We lore 
Kim become TLejiret loved us;' not, * W$ love Hi% 
therefore He loves us.' Such is your blunder, Ysa 
are putting your love to Him first, and then qappose 
that He will love you because of your love to Him. 
This is a grand mistake from beginning to eqcL H 
is a fundamentally false thought, and is a fruitfW 
sputce of distress to anxious souls." 

" And does He really love me so ?" , 
"H? does. I am not at «H surprised at yoar 

question, it does s^ip so Strange that He should 
love sinners, and love them too with such a loy* 
that He gave Jesus His beloved Son to die. On 
Him He poured His wrath, justly due to the sinner, 
that you might live—be saved—and love Him far 
ever." 

"Oh, I feel as if I can't help loving Him!" 
"Why?'1 

" Because I see now that He loves me—loved me 
when I was a sinner, and loved me in my sins, and 
that before ever f Tiafl'oie (novifljgV the heart 
towards Him." ; 

" Ah! I see it.is with you,as it was with one 
who, like you, gave up all' trying/ and broke out 
with, 4 0 Lord Jesus, I didn't know you were so 
good/" 

You have either a whole Christ, or m iChrist at alL 

Digitized by ̂ jOOgl^uoii 



Tm WiJT0ffl»ANr8 MBSSAOdS: 

; 
-Jt-FEARFUL END, 

I life, when suddenly their frail hark strikes, and 
I they become embedded in the treacherous quicksand 

[i FEW years ago, within sight of a pretty secluded of some deadly disease* Their progress is impeded, 
iX watering-pkuap on the east coast of England, a j and it is patent to all around they are fast sinking 
kernel heavily1 mAen with cargo suddenly struck:, beneath the cold, chilly waters of death. Yet, in 
qpoo the quicksand. It soon became apparent to * spite of all advice, with blinded eyes and hardened 
the crtrm ftiat 
theonly§rafrof 
safety *fd #re* 
serration of life 
*as to abandop, 
the Teasel and 
Ifave her to her 
ftte. After the 
host was lower
ed, tnd all hand t» 
mdy to leave, 
the second mate 
refused to go, 
sod charged all 
on hoard with 
hoag cowardly, 
flpdwithvolieya 
d oaths and %fcu,Ei* 

i swore he would stick fast to her, and ride Iter, 
if sl^ took him to helL All remonstrances were in 
riin; and the crew got into the boat and struck off 
far ihore, leaving the mate alone on the deck of the 
doomed Yesselx^ After rowing a short distance, and 
seeifcg the m s e l Ifat^sjnkiBgj they returned, find tol<l 
the mate sne would apoihgo down and become, a total 

* eDfofitysd hfehnot to be so foolish, but 
intofh*4>o4£ M^HUrej^ae^audwithalfow 

i curses saidlranf" IT1 stick to her, if she takee 
helL" Findin^t^cy w»re unable to persuade 

himjto leave the sinking rw^k, and their own ttces 

hearts they 
cling tenacious
ly to some*'frail 
hope "or "lie of 
the devil/' and 
soonerthangive 
up their own 
self-will, their 
own judgment, 
or long and ehe-
i Is bed sins, are 
willingto perish 
;ind ;ilso t«> be 
damned forever. 
"Thistheir way 
U their folly.'1 

*'A prudent 
man foreseeth 

the evil, and hideth himself; hut the'simple pags 
on, and are punished.11 

Reader, is it so with you? It may be life is 
waningi the brittle thread breaking, your frail jbarfc 
sinking, some foul disease like a demon devouring 
your hearVwd you are unsaved; flftor foul \* in 
jeopardy;, it may ha jinking down, d^wn^o^n to 
a neVer-ending, buiming helL Weil, the boat is 
lowwad; that boW is Christ. ' OM? Utor ft; ton't 
del^y wotfw moment; Christ is waiti*& i^illimg to 
receiveyop» T*uatin flim, bf^vfl; ip (ĵ pm^ and 
then He will deliver you from going down inty the 

in jeopardy, they struck off again £ar shtre^ro& a n ^ ^ ^ 7°n 8 a ^ o n ^ e efver^reen shore, where 
ButfiustaftttoyiM of life is blooming, nfcera ibe*e la re4t for 
vessel she fjfjf a Jprffc; tyey heaxjd 9 wUd cry for] 
helpi andi^ another ipinute the mate and vessetsirak 
to m e no more till thkt awful day when the sea shall | 
givej u p its cfead, add smfcft knd greit ertkud before 
Godj a i ^ e v e r y ^ w ^ l ^ o u d g * ! a#C0f4il«r to fefa 
wort Truly does the r word of Qod ;sayt "Bool* 

i wisdom and instruction: therefore shall they 
the^fruit oftl^eir bwi W^, and be filfed with 

dwieeaf'ii Whaiia Itarful end! How 
Ihow solemn! Yet t ^ ^ t ^ s a * /fftf-iyijl*}} 

fool^h mate is but a type of thousands at the present 
<Ug» . Ken are plnnghing across the ooeaa of life, 
somi in the flush of youth, others more advanced in 

tlie weary, wheje there it teat} for you. #. BLO^W. 

" I M ^ Y that ¥fcv$ i^e excused." How Aiany 
^^rxGkM^thus, wlujpi *E$ invites them td the 
glorioua go^l Jke&te b\)k how^few considei the 
terrible doom W^elf wdpdd be theirs^ if God took 
them hi their tvbrd and eJtcmed them / * %x. 

"MAHY bold sinners would face death without 
[trembling I t ia what comes after death that thajr 
fear; for it is written: uAfter this, the judpneft." 
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THE WATOHMATTS MESSAGE. 

S^ ^f THE STROKE OF A STICK 
With my stiok I slowly drew a line on the sand of the cottage floor, 

and looking up said) "Do you see that line?" He had watohed my 
action, wondering what I was about, and answered, " Yes, sir." " Well, 
then, mark me," said I : 

ON THIS 8IDE OF THAT LINE IB 

DEATH. 
LOST. 
HELL. 
DARKNESS. 
DAMNATION. 
MISERY. 
SATAN. 

AND ON THE OTHER SIDE IS 

LIFE. 
SAVED. 
H E A V E N . 
LIGHT. 
SALVATION. 
H A P P I N E S S . 
GOD. 

On which Side are YOU? 
that believeth on HIM is not condemned: but HE that believeth not is 

condemned already.n—JOHN. iii. 18. 

^m 

riii I 

TESUS is "mighty to save" (ISA. lxiii. 1), because He 
** "gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver 
us from this present evil world" (GAL. i. 4.); 
because He has "all power in heaven 
and in earth" given unto Him, (MATT. 

xxviii. 18.) Oh yes, to save a 
Rahab, a Magdalene, a

jy^//4^k V 1 S ^ Having redeemed 
Saul, a dying thief, y£ ^ ^ ^ X s i n n e r s by His Blood, 
EACH ONE, ALL. ^ ^ ^ y^ ihe% are "saved by His 

life." (Box. v. 10.) The Love 
which endured the weakness and 

shame of death, is now mighty in resur
rection for salvation. Oh, sinner, let thy heart's 

confidence be given to Him; and the omnipotence 
of His love shall embrace thee for ever! 
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8AMUEL PRE8BNTED TO ELI. 

"TK)R this child I prayed; and the*Lord hath 
1 g r a m e j ^ p f t i t o 

therefore/also I have lanthim to ^ J-pr^ija* 
long aa he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord. 
And he worshipped the Lord there, And Hannah 
pmyed, and said, Jfcy h#art rejoioeth ix̂  tfr? Lord, 
mine horn is exalted in the Lord: my mouth is 
enlarged over mine enemies; because I rejoice in 
thy salvation. There is none holy as the Lord: 
for there is pone beside thee: neither is there any 
rock Hie, our (JocL Talk no more so exceeding 
proudly';1 let not arrogancy come out of your 
month: for the Lord ~ls~Tr~ God of knowledgey 

nd by Qkt actions are weighed. The bow* of 
the mighty mail arfe|bwkaii, and thpy that stumbled 
wgirfed wHh'stwagth. They tlmt *ere fuU have 
hind out ttttniselvea fOT bread ;«ttdithey/that wew 
hungry oeased: so thatthebanim hithboofinierrenji 

and she that hath many children is waxed feeble. 
The Î ord killeth and maketh alive: He bringeth 
down to the grave, and^ bringeth up. The Lord 
maketh poor and maketh rich: He bringeth low, 
and lifteth up. >^He raiaeth up the poor out of 
the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from ;tiie.diu|g-

.hill, to set them ampfeg princes, and to make 
them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars 
of the earth are the Lord's, and He hath set the 
world upoi* them. He will keep the feet of His 
saints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness; 

: for by strength shall no man prevaiL The adver
saries of. the Lord shall be broken to pieces: 
out of heaven shall He thunder upon them: the 
Lord phall judge the ends of the earth; and He 
shall give strength unto His king, and exalt the 
horn of His anointed." 
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THE WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE. 

QUESTIONS FOR THE THOUGHTFUL AND 
THOUGHTLESS, 

DOST thou know, my reader, that God has set 
thy iniquities before Him, and thy secret sins 

in the light of His countenance? (Fs. xc. 8.) 
Hast thou also considered that nothing is hid 

from His eye, and that the secrets of thy heart are 
known aa much as thy words and ways? (Heb. iv. 13.) 

And! further, that a day is coming when God 
shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ? 
Then the hidden things of darkness shall be brought 
to light, and the counsels of the heart be made 
manifest; for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and 
by Him actions ate weighed. (1 Sam. i i 3; Bom. 
i i 16.) 

In view of this, David says, "Enter not into 
judgment with thy servant: for in thy sight shall 
no man living be justified," What sayest thou? 
(Pa* cxliii 2.) 

Judged for thy sins, thou must be condemned; 
but God is rich in mercy, and delights to show it to 
the guilty. This His word declares, and from thence 
all hope for sinful men doth oome. (Eph, i i 4.) 

That God abhors sin, and cannot treat it lightly, 
has been shown in the sufferings and death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. God's righteousness against sin 
may there for evermore be seen. But in virtue of 
those sufferings and that death, there is mercy for 
the chief of sinners; yea, God is just, while He 
Himself is the Justifier of all who believe in Jesus. 
(Bom. iii. 26.) Hast thou sought and obtained 
mercy at God's hand ? and is He thy Justifier ? If 
not, what can await thee but death, judgment, and 
eternal wrath t W- fi. 

» . i • 

Wi SURETY, 

I WESTT the otter day to see a gentieifaaii wtth 
Whom I Was acquainted, ttd ifc <*6urte of conver

sation he said,«' I have lately bad to repent fbr being 
surety for a friend, and, to tell you {he truth, I 
would not be surety again, eten ftnr my brother." 

On askiikg him fbr partictilart, he told me how 
Chat a friend of tf* was abttit to start in btlrineaft; 

; his prospect ol success seemed tery good, and m he 
tailed and persuaded him to become surety. After 
a' short timb the business failed, and the creditors 
came upoA the surety for ptojtoietrt. 

While thinking on the wdfdg of mjji Mead* it 
brtmgkt to my m&d the tunings of the wise man: 

"If thou be surety for a friend . . • thou art 
snared;" and again,. "He that is surety for 4 
stranger shall smart for it" (Prov. vi 1, 2; xL 15.) 

Dear reader, this man who failed in his business 
pictures our case. Our prospect of getting safe to 
heaven may seem very good to outward appear
ances ; but He who looks at the heart can see that 
we shall miserably fail; although otf life may be 
spent in deeds of charity, and our devotions regu
larly attended to, yet with all our toiling and 
plodding we shall find out sooner or later that such 
will only help to condemn our souls for ever. 

The great work of our soul's salvation cannot be 
accomplished by ourselves, nor can a mm by any 
means redeem his brother; but if you know your
self to be a poor bankrupt sinner with "nothing to 
pay/1 fori can find out to your great joy that tkm 
the Great Creditor frankly forgive*. (Luke vii 42.) 

It was when toe business that I referred te failed 
that they came upon the surety for payment He 
did not know it would fail, or he would not have 
signed his name to the agreement; but he jut 
affixed his name, and he had to smart tor it But 
there Was One who became my surety, knowing I 
should utterly fail, and He had to smart for it As 
I think of Bom, brought up before Pilate, charged 
with being the Son of God, and condemned to die; 
and aa on Calvary's cross I hear Him cry, " It is 
finished," I remember that He is my Surety, and 
pays to the uttermost every fraction of my debt 

He became the Surety for His enemieŝ  thoee who 

M By nature sad by practice far, 
So my &r, from God." 

They *ere not cVeti Sis friettda; far i t was whA 
wtiweM efcemfes Christ died for u* (Bonk* v. 6-) 

u He bore on the tiee 
The sefctetoe for Ae, 

And Mw bow the BuMfty and wiiwwr attire* 

Dour Mend, is He your Surety? If not, oome to 
Him at once, and He will cancel the black list of 
SUM that stand against yon, and give yon to hum 
that "your sins ABI forgiven you for His name's 
sake." (1 John i i 12.) J1. D. 

Ws ottnflbt make Mob to be mmd any simpler than 
Ghri hw made it; and it is simply this, "Believe 
on tile Look Jesus Christ" Soma peapie say you 
always «ty> "XUnro* brfe**;" but thay top* 
tlu* H u fed wM oris & ,«.-. 
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Tfiti WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE. 

WITHOUT WARNING. 
TT was a fine summer evening, and the beach of 
* the little watering-place of W was crowded 
with those who, after the bustle and labour of the 
day, had conae to seek a lew hours' rest and recrea
tion on the shore. Numbers of little boats danced 
merrily on the waves, which wen beautifully 
lighted up by the rays of the setting sun. 

In one of these boats were two or three young 
men, who intended, when at a sufficient distance 
from the shore, to refresh themsebtes by a bath. 
Boon <me was seen to dive into the water; but, to 
the surprise of his companions in the boat, he did 
notrise to the surface. Anxiously they watched the 
ipot where they had last seen him. What could it 
•ssa? John 8 was a capital swimmer, per-; 
fatty used to the water; and it was doubtless with* 
oit a thought of danger that he had taken that 
phage. Several minutes had now passed, and 
thai anxiety rose to terror. Then a boat put off 
to fits reecue from the pier. The people on the 
An had seen the accident, and were anxiously 
swifting the result. As soon as the boat had 
pahed off from the shore there was a movement in 
tke crowd, and a man rushed forward in wild haste. 
It vis the father of John S • % His eager, dis
torted gaxe .followed the boat, as he stood on the 
pier, powefkes to save his beloved son. I 

After several minutes of agonizing suspense fht 
boat was seen returning, and hundreds strained 
their eyes to see through the fathering gloom what! 
had been the result of 'the errand of percy. " Is it 
life or death?" wastheeagdrcty,aitheb4atfaiunhe4 
the pier. The mournful silence of the boatmen 
answered the question; and the father's agonized 
gate fell upon the lifeless body lying in the bottom 
of the boat - ; \ , 

Bear reader do you think that poor John 8 • , 
when he ldfitbe shdte that evening, had aity idea 
of the sad fete that awaited him? And yet how 
suddenly, in the prime ot youth and tfrtngth, was 
he cut .off without a moment's warning. And, my 
leader, are* you sure that any warning will be 
given yout "Thi$ nifU thy l*4l shall be teqmrsd 
of thee/' was the solemn word to the rich man in 
the gcfpeL Short notice, surely; but even that 
wtoj not be given you. 

Oh, my friend, if still without Christ, think, do 
fkfg and think, into what may the next step plunge 
you! you know very well that it might be that 

place where no mercy can ever reach you. It 
matters not how upright, how religious you may be 
in the eyes of your fellow-men, all this will not 
avail you; Christ, and Christ alone, must be your 
safety. You must either accept or reject Him; and 
if a rejecter, God speaks a solemn word of warning 
to you: " He, that being often reproved hardeneth 
his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy." (Prov. xxix. 1.) 

Oh, do not let this fate be yours! Now mercy is 
I offered to you. God loved you so much that He 
' gave His only Son to die for you, that you, a lost, 
| hell-deserving sinner, might be brought as near to 
Himself as it Is possible to be. His death has 
atoned for every sin of every poor sinner who simply, 
unreservedly casts himself upon Him for salvation. 

I His death has met all the claims of justice, and 
opened the way for you to come right into the 
presence of God, and to find your home there. 
What greater proof of His love could be given? 

Can you any longer refuse to accept such a 
matchless gift? Can you any longer prefer your 
own paltry doings to that great work done, com
pletely finished on Calvary's cross ? Oh, come to 
Him at once as a poor lost sinner, and cast yourself 
upon Him, and Him ahm$9 for salvation! Then 
you will be ready—ready, should He come to take 
all His saints to be with Him; ready, should the 
call be to you individually. "Him that cometh to 
Me I will in no wise cast out" (John vi 87.) 

C. H. P. 

fHfc GREATEST WONDER. 

TiEE mysteries of nature, prtftand as they are, 
and even the higher mysteries of the union of 

foul and body, and of the being of God, although 
they cannot be explained still may be laid at God's 
feet in humble faith; but I cannot account for that 
strangest of all things—a being with common-sense 
neglecting to prepare for his immortal existence. 

What can the man be thinking off Does he not 
see his friends and acquaintances dying daily ? and 
how does he know but he may be the next called? 
What will become of him then ? How any man 
can put his head upon his pillow, not knowing but 
he may die before morning, unprepared, is some
thing I cannot understand. It seems to me that I 
could neither eat, drink, nor sleep until this matter 
were settled. The idea of a man's living in this 
world dependent upon God for his very breath, and 
yet never accepting God's salvation, is wonderful, 
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TH? WUCHMAITS MB3S AGP. 

, /^* -H>*- *<>« 
r*4Jut$^ *iffi»^ T"P" 

»0»-«ft 

f NOTHING TO PAY, 
TO DO, OR TO FEAR. 

NOTHING TO PA* ?—no, not a whit; 
Nothing to do ?4-no, not a bit: 

All that was needed to ido or to pay, 
Jesus has done in His <kwn blessed way. 

NOTHING TO DO?—no, not a stroke; 
Gone is the captor,, gone is the yoke: 

Jesus at Calvary severed the chain, 
And none can imprison! His free-man again. 

NOTHING TO FEAR ?—no, not a jot; 
Nothing within ?—no, not a spot: 

Christ is my peace, and I've nothing at stake, 
Satan can that neither harass nor shake. 

NOTHING TO PAY?—no, thanks be to God, 
The matter is settled, the prioe was 

THE BLOOD, 
The blood of the victim, a ransom divine— 

| Believe it, poor sinner, and peace shall be thine. 
I What am I waiting for?—Jesus my Lord, 
| To take down the tent, and roll up the cord;— 
I To be with Himself in the mansions above, 
A Enjoying for ever His infinite love. 

London: Jun»B. HAWKIWB,M, BateStoat ,W.; and U, Patetnoatarftnan, B.O. S. W. PABTBIMB> Co., 9, ] 
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' I 

A s #upa#t 

Come to the Ark, the waters rise, 
The se ŝ their billows rev: 

While darkness gathers o'er the skies, 
Behold a refuge near/! 

Come to the Ark, ere yet the flood 
Tour lingering steps oppose; 

Come, for the door which open stood, 
I? now al>put to, close. 

Ko.46.1 PUBLISHED MONTHLT. Digitized b\ [ j y * * %J. ptr 100. 



THE WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE. 

? ' THE ARK. 
* fpHEOTJCfflGOTSoripture we cannot find a more 

JL beautiful and striking type of the Lord Jeans 
Christ, the Saviour of sumers, than we have in the 
ark. In the days of Noah sin so abounded that 
God could suffer it no longer, and was, so to speak, 
forced to sweep from off the fine of the earth all J 
who would not take warning; but who wont heed
lessly on in their own ways, fearing not God. But 
God in His love, willing to save, prepared an ark 
by the hands of Noah; and when we oosurider the] 

, length of time taken to build the ark, Hie long-! 
suffering of God is magnificently set forth. One] 
word from God, and the ark could have been in 
readiness; but not so, one man is put to work, and 
plenty of time is given for all to hear of the coming 
flood and this plaoe of refuge. Every nail driven 
was not only a warning voioe, but a gracious invita
tion to believe and live. But, oh solemn thought! 
thorough indifference reigned; the voice of Noahj 
fell upon their ears as rain upon the flinty rock, 

* opinions passing, most likely, from one to another, 
upon the weakness of mind and folly of Noah. 
They would not believe the message from God. 
God can justly say, " I would, but ye would not" 
But after one hundred and twenty y^ucs, or there-] 
abouts, of warning, the time was up—God's long-] 

k suffering came to an end; the ark was finished, all] 
the animals God wished saved wsn gathend into the 
ark, then Noah, his wife and fe*ftily, "and the Lord 
shut him in." (Gen. vii. 16.) The door was shut 

Dear unsaved oae, what a voice of waning is 
this to you! Forget not that dad's word is as true] 
to-day as it was in the days of Nash* Christ is] 
now the ark of God, prepared by God upon Calvary's 
cross, while He was nailed to that acoumed toe. 
Oh, what a voice to the sons of menl nails drtven 
through those precious, Mossed hands and feet of 
the adorable Lamb of God, and all, all to prepare 
an ark for sinners t And yet innumerable are the 
.souls who treat all this work of God with infliftr 
once, who think of none of these things. But God 
is not mocked; the day is fast approaching when 
He will again shut to the door, and those who have 
not entered into the Ark must be left outside for 
judgment, for there is no other way of escape. In 
the days of Noah some might have climbed to the 
top of the highest mountain, but all was of no use; 
the ark was the only place of safety. And so it is 
now, dear reader; no safety out of Christ "There 

is therefore now no condemnation to. them which 
are in Christ Jests" (Bom. v3L 1); but all wlo 
have heard the gospel and wbo are not in Km 
must perish. " But how am I to get into Christ?" 
you may ask. Well, I will tell you the way. 
Christ is the way; Christ is the door; Christ is the 
ark. Come to Him. u Him that cometh to Me," 
says Hie Lord Jesus Christ, u I will in no wise cat 
out** (John vi 37.) He will take you in if yon 
will only come to Him; the oily hindranoe is with 
yowself; you will not oome to Him. How oftss 
has tie blessed Load to say, " Te will not oomeb 
Me that ye might have life." (John v. 40.) Otfe 
vessels may be afloat vary like an ark. Beware of 
anything short of Christ, the Ark of God. BeBgta 
is not Hie ark, neither ace prayers—nothing short 
of Christ « By Me,M says the blessed Lord, «if as? 
man enter in, he ahafl be saved.11 (John x. 9.) 
« Vm monatein. Mil, and «tl 

Cttidti ttfely on 
Tktmrk. 

"Th* wind Movi •toonyandton, 
But stronger Ii 

Tkterk 
"HowW«bttxe,biUow8iiie! "Hwr^howunrMft, 

ButWgharifl 
The ark P\ 

HOT DOING BUT RECEIVING, 

DEAR reader, an ye* weary and worn! and* 
you say, Oh! I would do anything if 1001U 

only obtain salvation? Then, let me fell y« 
assuredly, yon have peat hope. 

It t» * flfimrl fact there is out, and M one, 
flrrfcw, wfeo earn h s * to seek and save the lott 
(Lake viz. 10.) If year qneattan is, Whatnm* 
I do to be saved? yon will have to learn that then 
•till reauaM bat <m mMjmi "Believe on tb 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thon shalt be save!" *<m 
ace to net upon the finished work of Christ ©nit; 
your prayers, yonr feelings, your efforts, are his* 
dranees, if you suppose (hey are necessary tostlvstioa, 

It is in* blood of Jesus Christ that cleanse* 
us from all sis. Wo ha*» every one merited death; 
bnt the gift of Oed through &su* Christ (sod sot 
ourselves) is eternal life. Now if this prioelesi 
treasure be a gift, do yon not see it is something » 
aoeept, and not to be obtained beomut we seek it? 

God loves us, and gives His Son and eternal!* 
through Him. God desires us to tatt> wast » 
offered. While we tul what He is waiting to gm 
we are making our doings stumbling-blocks, To 
receive salvation, we must renounce ourselves. 1 
am a sinner, I rely solely upon Christ, who is a 
Saviour of sinners. I east aside works, ***/**? 
my utter helplessness and lost condition, with not 
a particle of goodness m me. I just drop into JU* 
hands who is mighty to save, and I am safe. **7 
God enable yon simply to believe and be ***& F.P. 
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THE WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE. 

ETERNITY? WHERE WILL YOU SPEND IT? 

A LADY went to spend the afternoon with some of 
her friends, who had made up their minds to make 

it* very enjoyable time. They had recourse to cards 
sad other games, seeking pleasure in the various 
T«iit» of fee wo*ML She recused home very late 
ntiieej«&i£ The foy aba had M looked forward 
towns now oyer; and she was obliged to confess that 
itiad not satisfied the desire of her heart As she 
ariered her room, A* flrand that her maid had 
wited np for her, and had oeenpied the time with 
wading a little book. Her curiosity was excited to 
kvnr what was the, character of the book thp girl 
hi been reading. When seeing it was a gospel 
taet, she said, "Poor thing; what pUamr* can you 
fail in reading such as that ?" 

She *%ei ID !*r rapm, but not to rest; one 
single va& from that little book had caught her 
eye. It was " KTKRNUX" Her thoughts wandered 
te onttomgh time. But what could be the mean
ing of etemty ? and where would she be when 
etmfy began ? Such thoughts troubled her. She 
dm sot sleep for fear, lest she should wake up ia 
the osier-ending eternity; so the weary hours of 
fe flight jmiiqnd slowly and silently until she felt 
Ae co«H etdpjje ¥ 10 lcnger, and resolved to call 
ty her maid, so as to sit with her. She questioned 
*• girl, and fonfif cut tfrtf she had joy and peace 
a believing, and so was able to reveal to the 
tabled one the only true source of comfort, which 
is the balm of Gilead from the hands of the Great 
Aysician. Her l£fe was from that time altered. 
She knew where she could find true joy; and 
instead of seeking it in the vanities of the world, 
the had it direct from the One whose desire is that 
our joymay tefWV 

It may be, dear friend, that you are seeking 
pleasure in this world. Your heart may be intent 
on searching it out; yet know this—that although 
jou may find a little pleasure in sin, yet after these 
things death will lay its cold hand upon you, and 
after death the judgment What will your excuse 
he, when charged with opportunities lost, salvation 
neglected, and the love of God rejected and despised ? 

Where, then, will you have to spend your eternity? 
Perhaps you do not know, or you are afraid to own 
the solemn fact that you are hastening on to an 
eternity without God and without hope. No doubt 
you are aware that in your present condition you 
are nrft far the presence of a holy God who cannot 

behold iniquity, or look upon sin; and if you know 
these things so well, why still continue in the road 
that leads to eternal perdition ? 

You are asked to stop and think. Stop just 
where you are, and think where you are mardfeiag 
to. The devil would persuade you to go an with 
your eyes blinded by him, and would lead y#u 
captive at hi* will (2 Tim. ii. 26) until you reach 
the portals of eternity, when he will care no longer 
whether you are blinded or not, for you will be 
beyond hope, where mercy can tm&r come. 

Yet there is good news for you that God has 
given His Son to die in your stead, " the just for 
the unjust," and now, whoever you may be, or 
however great a sinner you are, there is offered to 
you a free pardon in the name of the King of kings, 
who will cancel the black list of your sins, and 
entitle you to spend eternity in His glorious pre
sence, where you will have true joy and happiness. 

Dear reader, will you have it? Many have 
accepted it, and have never regretted the time that 
they believed to the saving of the soul. Many, 
too, Jiave despised or refused it; and throughout the 
dark ages of eternity they will lament of their folly. 

Choose, then, to-day whom you will serve; and 
remember you choose not only for tune, but for 
eternity. The Lord make you wise in choosing. 

"Eternity is coming, 
l ike a mighty wave: 

Jeeus is THB Refuge; 
Trust Him, He will save.' 

R D. 

"GOD IS LOVE." 
rrtHE Father, in Hie lovo 
JL For sinners such as we, 
Bent Jesus from above 

To suffer on the tree. 
How good of God His Son to give, 
That we on Him might look and live! 

The Son, in freest grace, 
The love of God displayed, 

When in the sinner's place 
He, sinless, sin was made. 

What wondrous love and grace were shown, 
When Jesus did for guilt atone! 

The Spirit loves to tell 
That onoe the Saviour died; 

And He delights to dwell 
On Jesus glorified; 

To show to all that from His face 
Shine forth the beams of heavenly grace. 

As #M*#rt now believe 
In God*s belov&d Son, 

They life and peace receive, 
And with the Christ are one: 

They joy in God, their sins forgiven. 
And soon shall dwell with Christ in heaven. 
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THE WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE. 

"BELIEVE on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" AMI a t 111 

3 

o 

I 
aa 

HE THAT IF HE THAT 

BELIEVETH „ £ , " „ BELIEVETH 
0 n with thy mouth N O T 

the SON the LORD JESUS, ^e QQJJ 

HATH and shalt g SHALL NOT 

X j X Jb JCi. I i in thine heart I § X j X X E . 

JOHK UL 86. ^ £ that g S JoHH *"•*•• 

i GOD 
He that ™ He that 

BELIEVETH *"*. BELIEVETH 
raised Him 

on Him from the dead, N O T 
is not thou shalt be ig condemned 

condemned. © A V E I I already. 
JOHK iii. 18. w f l W • • • # • JoHJl ^ l8# 

BOM. x. 9. 

"The Lord. . . destroyed them that BELIEVED NOT.*-*™*- } 

8 •# 

HOW loving is JESUS, who came from the sky, 
In tenderest pity, for sinners to die 1 

His hands and His feet were nailed to the tree, 
And all this He suffered for sinners like me! 

How gladly does JESUS free pardon impart 
To all who receive Him by faith in their heart! 
No evil befalls them, their home is above, 
And JESUS throws round them the arms of His lova 

& • > $ 
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$to tSUafytatt's Dbpssge. 
"And Abraham 

rose up early in the 
mornings and sad
dled his asa, and 
teoktwoofhia young 
men with him, and 
TTPTÎ  Ilia son* end 
daw the wood for 
the burnt offlbringj 
snd rose up, and 
want unto the place 
of which God had 
told him. Then on 
the third day Abra
ham lifted 19 his 
•yes, sad saw the 
plscs aikr off. And 
Atoabam said unto 
his young men, 
Abide ye here with 
the ass; and I and 
the lad will go yon-
derand worship, and 
cons again to you* 
lad Abraham took ABRAHAM AND ISAAC. 

the wood of the burnt 
offering, and laid it 
upon Isaac his son; 
and he took the fire 
in his hand, and a 
knits; and they went 
both of them to
gether. And Isaac 
spake unto Abra
ham his father, and 
said, My father: and 
he said, Here am I, 
my son. And he 
said, Behold the fire 
and the wood: but 
where ie the lamb 
for a burnt offering P 
And Abraham said, 
My son, God will 
provide Himself a 
lamb for a burnt 
offering: so they 
went both of them 
together." 

Qswisit xxll. 3-a. 

THE SUBSTITUTE. 

F our picture we see Abraham about to offer up 
Isaac, as God had commanded. Early in the 

morning he had risen to obey this command; and 
as they jonrney Isaac wonders to see the means of 
sacrifice; but no lamb to be offered. " God" says 
Abraham, "will provide Himself a lamb for a 
burnt-offering." And so it proved. When the 
place was reached, the altar built, the victim bound, 
and the knife uplifted, the voice of the angel of 
God arrests the downward stroke; God's claim of 
obedience was satisfied, and a ram was provided 
instead of Isaac. 

The fire, the wood, and the uplifted knife repre
sent) $e,just judgment of God against sin. As 

sinners we most oome under that wrath, unless a 
lubititute is found to take our place. Christ is thbt 
substitute. "Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world/' He satisfied 
every claim of God's justice upon the cross; no 
sinner is so vOe but may find shelter in Him. It 
is only to oome, to believe. Will you come ? Will 
you believe? Abraham said, "Jehovah-jireh"— 
" The Lord will provide." Jehovah hat provided, 
and that at the cost of His well-beloved Son; and 
what return does He require? Your worthless 
selfl Oh, matchless grace! Come, and by faith 
lay your hand upon the head of the Substitute, 
confessing " H$ died for me." 
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THE WATCHMAN'S MESSAGE. 

FAITH EVERYTHING, YET NOTHING, 

D^JBING the year a boy U 14 or 15 yearsl 
of age was anxious about his BOUL He had 

been brought up in oonneotion with the means of 
grace, and was well instructed in the doctrines of 
religion. He knew that the sinner is saved by faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, but he was perplexed as 
to what it was to believe, and how he was to secure 
that mysterious something—-faith. His distress 
continued for about three weeks; what, one day, 
the words of the apostle in TTssnims x*. 18, "Sow 
the God of hepe fill you with all joy sad peace in 
believing"—not for believing, but m befariag— 
" that ye may abound in hope through the fewer of 
the Holy Ghost," came into bis mind Ske a stream 
of light; and he knelt down and thaAed God for 
Jesus Christ He was no longer perplexed about 
faith. He was contemplating CHBISC. He was 
looking at the object of faith. He was believing in 
Jesus Christ, and admiring and adoriag the won
drous mercy and grace of God, the bedowment of 
this unspeakable gift. 

It is usually self-righteousness that keeps the 
sinner in perplexity with regard to faith, Se thinks 
of believing as something to be done—something to 
be given—in order to be saved. Faith, however, 
gives nothing; it takes ad. It is u net a giving, but 
a taking grace." From the very nature of it, faith 
looks away to its object It recognizee Christ It 
relies upon Christ. It receives Christ, and full 
salvation in Him. " As many as received Him, to 
them gave He power to become (or the privilege of 
becoming) sons of God, even to them that believe 
on His name." Believing on Christ's name, or 
receiving Christy we are dealt with as He deserves 
to be dealt with—He having been dealt with accord
ing to our desert We are regarded and treated as 
one with Christ His righteousness is put down to 
our account; His Father becomes our Father j His 
peace our peace—nay, all thai is His as Saviour is 
ours in Him. Hot only are we freed from the con
demning sentence of the law dooming us to eternal 
death, we are adopted into the family of God, made 
like unto Him by His Holy Spirit; and, in due 
time, shall dwell with Jesus in His eternal home, 
and share with Him all the wealth and felicity and 
glory of His mediatorial throne. 

In a letter addressed to one whom he describes as 
««looking for peace in striving, or pease in dries, or 
peace in reforming the mind," IfCheyne quotes the 

wotdf, * For one l«k dt fourth talptet looks at 
Christ" We must ^ok*«uaB#vea^s»a0ar«a 
and danger *nd need of Christ; we nsust so look at 
ourselves in the light of the Word, and under the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit; but if we would have 
peace—true peaoe—righteous and gracious peace— 
we must look away from ourselves to Christ All 
our springs are in Him. All our sources of blessing 
are centred in that blessed One. He is our light, 
our Righteousness, our Strength, our Song, our 
AIL 

Faith is tvatftking; because it reoetves Cnmr, 
who is everything, who "is all and In4li" Faifk 
is nothing; because it is simply reeeptirifry—Isttiig 
go self and all creature refuges, aad letting £M* 
be everything. 

Anxious sinner, do not perplex thyself as to trial 
frith is, or how thou art to believe. Look away to 
the object of frith. Meditate upon His divine 
dignity and human perfection; His completed and 
accepted atonement; His mediatorial exaltation and 
power. Reflect upon the freeness with which He 
is offered thee in the Gospel—offered thee in off 
His offioes, and all the benefits of A s redemption 
(John iii 16, v i 32.) Look at Him, receive IB* 
rest upon Him, rejoice in Him, give thanks forte 
unspeakable gift of God's Son, and aalvatm * 
Him. 

THE TWO DEBTORS. 
" One owed five hundred penoe, and the other fLMy. And wtaail**** 

nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both,"—hm% fii. 41, i*-

rB debt that they owed was mightyt 

And yet they had nought to pay; 
Their master's demand was urgent-

How should it brook delay. 

There was none to pay the ransom, 
AndhopewasooawealedingtoOin. 

Oh, rarely he would condemn tliem 
To share in the debtor^ doom! 

Did he let them pine in prison, 
And torn from their prayer* in wrath t 

No; when they had nothing to pay, 
" He frankly forgave them both." 

Dost thou owe thy Lord and Blattsr 
A debt that is not forgiven, 

And fear that thy prayers for pardon 
Arn't heard in the oourts of heavenP 

Then oome to Him empty-handed; 
Doubt not His love so true. 

Be then e'er ao great a debtor, 
He»U * frankly forgive Htt»e too. A.liR 
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THE REFUGE ON THE ROCK. 

I WELL remember Captain ; he was the] 
captain of the Cadiz, and the last time I saw 

him we wen talking in the cabin just before he 
started on his last voyage. The vessel had been 
recently painted and fitted up, and seemed to match 
wdlthenatty little skipper. 

"I ahoold like to be going out with you," I said 
ai I TO leaving. 

44 You ean come if you like, old fellow/1 

"Oh, I cannot this time!" 
So we parted, he going to say a few "good-byes," 

and I to return home. , 
Ming up a newspaper a day or two after I read 

a paragraph to the following effeet: "The Cadi* 
went down yesterday during a dense fog, off Uahant, 
jut before entering the Bay of Biscay; all hands 
w supposed to be lost, with the ezoeption of two 
or three Bailors, who managed to swim to a rock at 
some distance from the wreck, and holding a hand
kerchief up, they attracted the attention of a passing 
vessel, and were picked up." 

Bear reader, I want you to think of the un
certainty of lift.' littfo did that captain think, as 
lie started fall of hope, that within a few days he 
and his crew would have a watery grave. He had 
passed by the same point many times before; he 
knew the bay well, but was misled by the fog, and 
at a moment's notice the ship struok, sprung a I 
leak, and speedily filled with water, and many souls 
were hurried into eternity. Ton cannot tell, dear 
leader, how toon you may be called to peas from 
time into eternity; it may be at any moment; if 
ao, are'you prepared"?' 

You may hope you are all right, but it is better to 
be or* ; the crew believed they werê safe, but they 
were not; the fog deceived them, and they could 
act see their danger on account of it; if the sun had 

only shined and cleared away the fog they would 
then have seen they were making for destruction. 
Thus it is nowadays, many steer into the fog of 
infidelity, while others sail into the mist of unbelief 
and superstition, and it needs the sunlight of heaven 
to shine into their hearts to reveal to them their 
danger, and dispel the darkness of the natural man. 

Reader, take the lamp of God's word, and have 
it for a light to your path; it will show you what 
God's thoughts OF you are, and also His thoughts of 
love toward* you, and it will bid you flee for refuge 
to the One who is able to save to the uttermost all 
that come unto God by Him. 

Those two or three who were saved left tie sink
ing wreck for a rock. The Bock—Christ—is the only 
safe and secure place. Leave this wreck of a world; 
trust not in it for safety; leave it as they did that 
sinking ship; flee fcbm its doom as Lot did from 
Sodom: "Up, escape for thy life, look not behind 
thee!" find a place of reftige in Jesus, you will 
then be toft yom will then be secure. The billows 
relied, the tempest reared, and the waves beat 
against that rook on which those sailors had taken 
reftige, and although they were afraid yet they were 
safe; and the one who flees to Jesus for reftige 
need never be afraid; rocks may rend, but He can
not be moved. 

"In the rifted BOOK I'm resting, 
SURE and SAFE from all alarm; 
Storms and billows have united 
All in vain to do me harm." 

But they did not want to stop there always; it 
was not HOME, although it was deliverance; and as 
they were picked up they thanked God for a 
phte deliverance. And if you, my reader, will just 
come and take the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour, 
you will know what it is to be saved from sin and 
its penalty, from death and hell; you will then be 
able to say— 

" I hear the aocuser roar, 
Of ills that I have doae ; 
t know them well, and thousands more, 
Jehovah findeth none/9 

Bat that is not all; for God's will is that you 
shall find a HOME in His presence, where you will 
be free from storms and shipwreck, and .enjoy the 
pleasures that are only found at His right hand. 

If you still ding to the doomed wreck of a world 
you will have to suffer the storms of God's wrath 
and flery indignation, when He oomes to execute 
judgment on all those who obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ Header, choose a BOOK in 
preference to a sinking ship. F. H. D, 
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QUE STATE BY NATURE. 
We are all 

mm 
CORRUPT. 

Gmr. vi 12. 

THE 

HANDS . 
DO EVIL EAENESTLY. 

MIOAB Tii 3. 

THEIR 

THROAT 1 
IS AN OPEN SEPUL

CHRE. 

Box. iii 18. 

as an unclean thing.—ISA. kW. 6. 
THE 

HEART 
IS DECEITFUL 

ABOVE ALL THIKG8, 

DBSFBRATELT WICKED. 

Jra. xvii 9. 

THESE IS 

NO DIFFERENCE 
run 

ALL HAVE SINNED. 

THERE 13 

N O N E 
RIGHTEOUS. 

Box. iii 10. 

mm 
FILTHY. 

Pa. liii 3. 

THE 

FEET 
ABE SWIFT TO SHED 

BLOOD.—Box. in. 15. 

THEIR 

1 MOUTH 
IS FULL OP CTIKSrNG. 

BOM. iii 14. 

9SHHBBBSK 

THAT WHIOH IS BORN OF THE FLESH IS FLESH; 
AND 

THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE SPIRIT IS SPIRIT. 

MAEVEL NOT 
THAT I 8AT UNTO THEB, 

YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN. 
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AARON SPRINKLING THE BJ.OOa 
^ A*d fee thaHtafce «f feebteodtf the bollock,an^BprfaO* it irith bit 

fingefvpon the mercy cent eastward; and before the mercy-seat 
•hall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times/9 

LET. XVL 14. 

TX7E have a grand ami glorious gospel told out in 
• V this impressive atonement-chapter. 

God established His throne in the midst of guilty 
Israel In the holiest of all—the innermost part 
of the tabernacle—stood the ark of shittim-wood, 
overlaid within and without with pure gold, and 
surmounted with its gelden crown* The lid of the 
ark, too, was of pure gold, while on either end was 
a golden cherub with outstretched wings and look* 
ing inwards. Above the mercy-seat, or the lid of 
the ark, and between the cherubim, rested the 
cloud, the well-known symbbl of Jehovah's presence. 
Nothing could meet the eye but gold—pur* gold— 
DIVINE BI0HXB0US9B8S, 

But man is a sinner—not merely has sinned, but 
is a sinner. Most solemn fact 1 Oh, my reader, 
as your eye scans these lines, I want your conscience 
to grasp the reality of your state before God; not 
as you feel it or realise it, but as He has revealed 
it in His word. Can you, a sinner, stand in the 
presence of that pure gold—divine righteousness? 
Can you answer the claim of divine holiness? Can 
you meet the demand of the divine glory? Im
possible, Listen! " Enter not into judgment with 
thy servant: for in thy sight shall no man living be 
justified." (Ps. cxliii. 2.) "If thou, Lord, shouldest 
mark iniquities, 0 Lord, who shall stand?" (Ps. 
cxxx.3.) "Who?" "Who?" It is the unanswered 
question of creation. Who shall stand should God 
mark iniquities? The Holy Ghost solemnly answers, 

u No man living." 

Slowly the high priest enters the most holy place 
—the presence of God. Parting the veil, he ap
proaches the throne of God, and sprinkles BLOOD 
upon and before the mercy-seat Without that blood 
the mercy-seat had been a throne of judgment; 
for " without shedding of blood is no remission." 
Now, God has found a ground on which His love 
can flow out freely to every creature under heaven. 
It is a righteous basis, and most holy too. The 
witness of death—the blood—is ever before the eye 
of God, That unspeakably precious blood is also 
the blessed memorial of sin judged and put away 
from before the face of God; now, God's eye rests 
for ever, not upon my sin, but upon the infinite 
sacrifice of Bis own beloved Son. Oh, that perfect 
sacrifice has satisfied, nay* glorified, God to all 

etrfrAy! May I net tileii be irfufiqjtwltl thst 
which baJi infinitely gfrrified Hunt Surely I may 
draw near with boldness too; for by the blood of 
Jesus I can stand before God and court the bright 
beams of His glory. His presence, which, before 
was my terror, is now my home; lor the blood 
which cleanseth from off sin is there. 

Who now is God's mercy-seat? It is Christ 
Jesus, "whom God hath set forth a propitiation (or 
mercy-seat) through ftuth in His blood." (Boa 
i i i 25.) 

Come then, my reader, and meet God at tts 
divine meeting-place. The blood shed on the era, 
and sprinkled on and before the throne, is the 
blessed and everlasting foundation of the redemption-
glory of God. Come then; fear not In the gospel, 
God is not speaking to the sinner about his sin and 
guilt, but about the blood which blots it out 
u How bright, there above, is the mercy of God! 

And votd of all guilt, and clear of all sin; 
In my conscience and heart, through my 8avioor'tUooi 

Mot a cloud above—not a spot within." 

AN UNANSWERABLE PROOF. 

I ONCE stood in a public park to preach & 
gospel. I had chosen a few words in Johi E 

from which to address the people, and was jut 
reading the well-known words, "For God so loved 
the world " when a loud voice from the midst of 
the crowd suddenly interrupted me : " How do you 
know it?* he cried out. 

I read on—"that He gave Hie only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." 

There was the answer all ready. And what an 
answer! If love can be proved by anything, who 
can disprove the love of God towards poor sinners 
when shown by such a gift! You may turn torn 
it, you may close your eyes and your ears to it, you 
may mock it and proudly think youraelf above 
the need of it, but you cannot disprove iL There it 
stands in its solitary grandeur, with a proof which 
shuts the mouth of Satan himself, Oh, what will it 
be to meet a God who has so loved, and at such cost) 
after one has spent a whole life here in the neglect 
or despisal of it! 

And you, precious soul, who neither neglect nor 
despise it, but who may be tempted by the ensmy 
to doubt it, consider how that love has been proved, 
and your doubts must go to the winds. Betd 
iRowaas v. 6> 7, and 8, as another proof 
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"IT SHALL BE FORGIVEN HUL" 
WHS great object of all Christ's work is forgiveness 
J- iff liau. The sacrifices for sin under the Jewish 
kwBendedwitl> u I t slall bct>rgi^n him.'9 The 
Jew, after hirf sacrifice was 6ffered, leftr the temple 
poritirely certain that his sin was putMTay; about 
that he had no doubt There were two parties 
concerned, one the forgiver, the other the forgiven; 
and the thing that brought them together was the 
death of a victim, and bloodshed. So now in this 
patent dqp thgrq are tyq^ parties not three—one 
the forgrae^ 6*1; t&*4ther the forgives, the 
rimer. And the work done, is the death of a 
rietim and bloodshed; " Christ was once offered to 
tar the sins of many," bearing away all our sins 
ia His own bp4y on the tree; so that every sinner 
taking Christ as his sacrifice ought to be positively 
certain that his sin is put away, and require no 
thW party to ratify or confirm the sama* What 
u|Lta dearer or plainer than the words—" It shall 
to forgiven him." 

0 
HOW SWEET WILL IT BE, 

HtJwsf *ft.now tto-call, 
Ye tpbsty ones and weary, 

Who §4et ia rain for pleasure* true, 
Upoa this barren ahore! 

A fountain now ia flowing, 
Of joy that paeseth knowing; 

And whosoever drinketh there, 
Shall thirst again no more. 

Oh, hew sweet wiH it be 
To meet by the river 

That flows irom the threne 
Of QodwdtheLwbl 

Oh, how sweet will it be 
To dwell for ever 

In the bli*gfnl presence 
Of the great111 AM !" 

In Christ £ living ftream 
Of peace and joy ia' flowing 

Pot the*, O lost and' wandering one, 
Though now afar yoa roam: 

On .thee He now is calling; 
His word* of graoe are fiuUag; 

Believe, and live, and thou shalt dwell 
Ih yonder happy home. 

f^r 0% hi&w a*eet wilUt be, Ac 
But there shall oome a day— 

A day of deepest* sortoir, 
If you refuse the Chris! of Ged, 

Who pleadeth now with thee; 
lfor changed shall be your scorning 
IhfO a bitter mourning. 

Thap why dp ĵrf—Oh, some to-day, 
-Ana His salvation see. 

Oh, how sweet will it be, Ac, 

s 
THE STATION CLOCK, 

OlfE time ago I left home in time to catch a 
train for a town in Staffordshire; bat on 

arriving at the station I ftmnd that by the outside 
clock there was only a minute to spare. I procured 
my ticket, and was hurrying over the platform, 
when tuning to look at the clock inside the station 
I found there was a difference of three minutes 
between tha inside and the outside docks; so I had 
plenty of time, 

On enquiring the reason of a Mend who had just 
come in, he said, "The railway people keep the 
outside clook three minutes fast, $oa$to warn people 
there i$ mo time to spare" 

I leaned something from that clock* The rail* 
way authorities knew well that there are many 
people who drive things until the last minute, and 
so they adopted this means of hurrying them on. 
But not only are there people who foolishly leave 
themselves little time when travelling by rail, but 
there are thousandsof people—areyou one of themf— 
wb> live as though life was a certain thing, and 
death far away. But our experience tells us that 
life is uncertain, and death certain. 

What if death were to visit you to-night—are yon 
ready to meet God t 

As the clock at the station was purposely kept too 
tot to warn people, so we would warn yon U is 
possible to be too late for heaven. The Lord Jesus 
Himself tells us that there will be those who will 
knock at the elosed door to receive tbe soul-killing 
answer, " Depart, I have never known you," Ye% 
the very same loving Jesus who now says, " Come," 
will then say, "Depart" No mercy when the door 
is closed, the day of graoe past, and those who are 
outside doomed for ever. 

Thank God, not one who reads this paper may 
hear those awful words. We affectionately ask 
you, dear friend, to respond to His loving oalL 
Jesus says " Coma." Let your answer be— 

" Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Theu bidat me oome to Thee, 
O Iamb of God, I some, I com." 

p. a a 

CHRIST is the door and the way, and, we might say, 
the heaven; for where9 He is, there is heaven. 

Digitized by Google 



Tire WATCHMAN* MESSAGE. 

Oe-~G« 
^ t ^ V ^ -

•o*--«< 
•^t^Qto^ 

fl 

The Gospel is the power of God unto 
SALVATION. 

ROMANS i. 16. 

LOOK 
UNTO 

ME. 
ISAIAH xlv. 22. 

Salvation I oh, salvation I 
Endearing, precious sound! 

Shout, shout the word "takationf* 
To earth's remotest bound. 

Salvation for the guilty, 
Salvation for the lost, 

Salvation for the wretched, 
The sad and sorrow-tossed, 

COME 
UNTO 

M E . 
MATTHVW xi. 28* 

NOW 
IS T H E DAY OF 

2 COB. vi 3. 

Salvation far the aged, 
Salvation for the young, 

Salvation e'en for children, 
Proclaim with joyful tongue, 

Salvation for the wealthy, 
Salvation for the poor, 

Salvation for the lowly, 
E'en life for evermore. 

FULL 
AND 

FREE. 

Salvation without money, 
Salvation without price, 

Salvation without labour— 
Believing doth suffice; 

Salvation now—this moment; 
Then why, oh, why delay P 

Ton may not see to-morrow; 
New is salvation's day. 

T l 

i 
9 

I 
I 

f How shall we escape if we neglect so J 
I . GREAT SALVATIONP U 
"^° HXBBBWB i i &. tajS 
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