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OLD THINGS PASSED A WA Y."

«oND now that you have been convert

ed to God, Peter, and become a new

creature in Christ, all old things will have

passed away. Tin sure you will know a great

change yourself, don't you?" "A change

sir ! why I seem to be in another world

altogether. The morning after I got saved,

I began to read the New Testament as you

told me ; and I just read verse after verse as

if God had been speaking to me, and asked

Him to give .me grace to do what He wanted

me. There was one verse that I found very

cutting at the first, and I was tempted to

leave it aside and not mind it. It's in Eph.,

the fifth chapter and eleventh verse. "Have

no fellowship with the unfruitful works of

darkness, but rather reprove them." You

know I was a volunteer before I was con
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verted, and played billiards and football. I

was in a cricket club too, and an Orangeman

besides. Well, I saw this, that if I continued

to keep up my connection with these things,

I couldn't ' reprove ' the sin that goes on at

them : they would have just laughed at me,

and said, ' What's the difference between us

and you ? You say you're going to heaven : but

you're just the same as ourselves.' Sol left the

whole affair, sir; and I'm farhappier. The love

of Christ fills my heart ; and I wouldn't

change places with the prince." "And were

your friends pleased at all this, Peter?"

" O no, sir. They called me a ' fool,' and a

' Pharisee,' and a lot of other names. They

said I was ' going mad with religion ; ' and

would soon be a ' long faced praying man.'

But it's all right. I never was happier in my

life. O, I wish I had known all this sooner,

for it's grand to be saved, and going to

| heaven." " And, what's become of your old

companions now, Peter?" "Why sir, they

don't come near me scarcely. When I got

converted, I went up and told Dick and

Willie, and they laughed and said, it wouldn't

stand long. I spoke to them about Jesus,

and the wrath to come ; and now they don't

give me much of their company. I was in

thj Templar Lodge and the choir too •, but

that verse says, 'Be not unequally yoked
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together with unbelievers; but come outfrom

among them, and be ye separate ' (2 Cor. vi.

14, 17), troubled me a bit. It was true there

were no drunkards in the lodge, but they sang-

worldly songs, and scoffed at conversion ;

and the greatestnumberof them didn:t profess

to be converted at all. Then the 'choir' was

terrible. I asked how some of them could

sing ' I'm not ashamed to own my Lord,' on

the Sunday, and then go to the concert on

Monday and sing ungodly and worldly songs.

They told me there was no harm in it, there

was a time and place for everything ; and I

was very presumptuous to say I was saved,

for 'no one can know that till the great day.'

So I left them, and have got new companions

—real lovers of the Lord. It's so grand to

get together after work, to read the Word,

and pray, and sing of Jesus." "That's right,

Peter, there's nothing like taking a decided

stand. Keep near the Lord. Sit lowly at

His feet. And may the Lord bless and keep

you. Good bye."

J. R.

Price 1 per 100, post free.

In smaller quantites. Twopence per dozen ; in Assorted

l'ackct of 50, price Sixpence, post free.
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'SHEW PIETY AT HOME."

I Tim. v. 4.

«

X^HEN the Lord Jesus cast the legion

of devils out of the poor man who

ran among the graves in Gadara, He told him

to "go home to hisfriends, and tell them what

great things the Lord had done for him."

After that, he might blaze it abroad in the

" eitf and in the " country;" but he must be

gin at home. His own father and mother, if

alive, and his brothers and sisters, were to get

the first benefit of his conversion, and see by

his life, as well as hear from his lips, that the

devil was out of him. Now, young Christian,

that's the way God wants it to be done still.

Let those at home know of your conversion

first. It's no use for you to come and stand

at the street corner and sing, " I'm not ashamed

to own my Lord," when you have never yet

told yourfriends that you are saved. What's

the use of coming to the "prayer meeting,"

and getting down on your knees and praying
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so earnestly, when the truth is, you have never

yet gone down on your knees at home before

yourfriends at all yet. Don't be a coward

any longer. Raise the standard at home.

Then there's another way of it. Look at

that young woman. Before she was con

verted, she went off on the Saturday after

noons, and left her poor old mother to " do

up" the house as she liked. But don't you

see her there, scrubbing out the floor," and

as busy as a bee, to get finished before meet

ing time, and her mother declares "these

meetings have made our Mary another girl ;

for she's so kind and willing to do all she can

to help me now, and before, she wouldn't do

a thing." That's conversion. It tells at home

first. Then some of the friends get saved,

and other folks see the change, and so the

thing spreads. And you, fathers and mothers,

what about your testimony to your children ?

Do they see the fruit of your conversion in

the way you deal with them ? When a man

got converted who had been a "big sinner,"

it was said his very horse knew the change.

Shew piety at home.

A young servant-maid gets converted to

God, and goes home singing, " Glory to the

bleeding Lamb." Next morning she says to

her mistress, " My soul is saved—my sins are
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forgiven." Her mistress (who is a member

in the - Church, and sits down at the,

communion every six months, but makes no

pretence of being converted ! ) looks rather

meaningly into her face, and in a kind of

suspicious voice, says, "We'll see, Mary"—-

thinking to herself, " I'll expect my work well

done now, and no more ' speaking back,' nor

stubbornness when she's asked to do anything.

Mary goes on with her work, singing her

"new song ;" and, whenever she gets a chance,

putting in a word for the Master. And the

best of it is, her mistress has been heard to

say to a lady visitor, when making some re

marks on the revival movement that's going

on, "Well, Mrs. R , I know one thing,

that since the night my servant maid came

home from these meetings and said she was

saved, there has been a vast difference in the

way she does her work. She keeps the house

tidier, she washes the clothes better, and

does her work without a grudge. I'm in

clined to think there's something real in it

after all, and mean to go up and hear for

myself." The servant maid is "adorning the

doctrine" by shewing piety at home. Reader,

are you ? J. R.

Price ij per too, post free.

In smaller quantites, Twopence per dozen ; in Assorted

jacket of 50, price Sixpence, post free.
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CONFESSION OF SINS.

It's a grand thing to keep short

accounts with God—I mean in the

confession of sin to Him as our

Father. It is our privilege, sure

enough, to walk in the light, in un

broken communion with Him, abiding

in Christ ; and whosoever abideth in

Him sinneth not (i John iii. 6). But

we do not always so abide, " for in

many things we offend all" (James iii.

2). What then is to be done when a

child of God sins? Does he cease to

be a child? or is he just to go on as

if nothing had happened? Neither.

The Father says, " If we confess our

sins, He is faithful and just to forgive

us our sins, and to cleanse us from all

unrighteousness" (1 John i. 9). This

is the remedy for a failing child—

" confess your sins ;" not merely say,

" Father, forgive me," but confess.

Drag the sin out into the light—lay

your finger on the black spot, and tell

your Father exactly what you'vebeen

doing. Don't muffle the confession.

It's a humbling thing, no doubt, to go

over the sad story to a Father, but
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that's what it is meant you should do ;

but crying, " Father, forgive me," is a

much easier way of disposing of the

thing, but not God's way at all. Then

another important point is, confess at

once. Whenever your sin comes to

your knowledge, make a clean breast

of it ; but if you don't, the load will

get heavier and the cloud darker, until

at last you'll not knorf your where

abouts at all. Your conscience defiled

and hardened, your communion with

God broken, you will wander away

further from God, till either a fall into

open sin, or the stroke of a Father's

rod, wake you up to consciousness.

Many believers are like a clock

that is " wound up " only once a day.

They keep up all their sins till bed

time, and then in a general way bundle

them all together, and tell God how

bad they've been all day, and ask His

forgiveness. The programme for next

night is the same, and so on. It is

needless to say that such people don't

know communion with God. They live

always in a hazy atmosphere ; and their

conscience not being very keen,no won

der that their life is not very straight.
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Young believer, wherever you are

—in the shop, the factory, the

kitchen, or on the street—the moment

you fail, confess to your Father—

keep a conscience tender as the apple

of the eye ; and thus walking in the

light, you will easily see the shadow of

a cloud, and you'll be in God's mind

about what sin is. He is "Faithful"

and "just" to forgive you. Faithful,

because He has said it ; just, for the

blood has been shed ; and you must just

believe it, as you did at first, without

"Jeelings," or " waiting for a change."

Price 11 per too, post free.

In smaller quantitcs. Twopence per dozen ; in Assorted

Packet of so, price Sixpence, post free.
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JND how long is it since you were

saved ? " I asked a young person

who came alongside of me one night on a

country road.

" It's two years, sipf but for a good while

I was in doubts about it."

" Indeed ; did you doubt God, or was His

Word not as true then as it is now ? "

"Oh yes, sir, I did not exactly doubt His

Word, but it was myself that wasn't right.

There was such a struggle went on within

me, that sometimes I almost thought there

were two of us in the one person. When I

wanted to think about Jesus, and the things

of God, there was something inside pulled

the other way, and even when I was reading

or praying all the evil thoughts and wicked

desires would come into my mind, that used

to be there when I was unconverted ; aye,

and sometimes even worse ; and I thought
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surely I'm not converted at all, or I wouldn't

be like this."

"And how did you get rid of them, tell

me?"

" Oh well, I haven't exactly got rid of

them yet ; but it's not so bad as it used to

be anyway, and I think that by degrees

I'll manage to drive them all away soon."

" But I fear you're mistaken, my dear friend,

in that ; or at anyrate I'm sure of this, the

root that they come from is there still,

and will be as long as you're here below.

You know God's Word tells us of something

that every believer has within him called

' the flesh ; ' or ' sin that dwelleth in us ' (Rom.

vii. 17). It was born into the world with us

(John iii. 6) ; it is so very 'corrupt' and bad

that God says it is condemned (Rom. viii. 3),

and will never be made any better—in fact

it cannot be (Rom. viii. 7). When you were

' born again ' it wasn't taken away—it wasn't

cured ; but you received a new nature, with

new desires. This ' new man,' as it's called

(Col. iii. 10), is 'God's workmanship' (Eph.

ii. 10); it does not commit sin, it 'cannot

sin' because it is from God (1 John iii. 9).

The two remain distinct, and will befor ever;

for you know it is written, 'That which is

born of the flesh is flesh ; and that which is
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born of the Spirit is spirit' (John iii. 6).'

" And that's the way there!s been a struggle

is it ? " " Exactly ; ' for God says, ' The flesh

lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit

against the flesh : and these are contrary

the one to the other' (Gal. v. 17). If the fight

is not so hot at times you must not think

it's because the foe is gone ; you know the

volcano is often quietest before an eruption—

but quiet or not, have 'no confidence in the

flesh ' (Phil. iii. 3), for it is bad root and

branch, and ever will be. The way of victory

is, ' Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil

the lust of the flesh ' (Gal. v. 16). Feed the

new life on Christ, and grieve not the Holy

Spirit who is its strength. ' Make no pro

vision for the flesh' (Rom. xiii. 14). STARVE

IT. Lookup—God isforyou. Goodnight."

J.R.

Price rj per 100, post free.

In smaller quantites, Twopence per dozen ; in Assorted

Packet of 50, price Sixpence, post free.
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The Christian Servant.

closely, to see if they could challenge him for

inconsistent conduct. They kept their eyes

open to see if he made any blunders in his

work, or if he smuggled any of his master's

.money or time ; and they watch you too,

believer. Well, did they manage ? Ah, no !

Hear what the testimony is : " They could

find none occasion nor fault, forasmuch as

he was faithful, neither was there any

error or fault found in him " (Dan. vi. 4).

Noble Daniel ! a son of God without rebuke

in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,

truly was he. O that there were more like

him : young men and women whose masters

and mistresses and fellow-servants should

have to say—" They are faithful—they are

the best servants in the house—they are truly

Christians." This is what is wanted—less of

a loud profession, and more of the Daniel

type of living and acting for God. This will

commend the gospel, help on the Lord's

work, and gain the Master's smile at that

day.

J. R.

Price 11 per zoo, post free.

In smaller nuantites, Twopence per dozen ; in Assorted

X'a ket of 50, price Sixpence, post free.
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THE WILES OF THE DEVIL.

PELLA suffered great persecution after

she was converted. Her parents and

her brothers were all up in arms against her.

But her soul was happy in the love of Jesus.

The devil's frown only makes us cling closer

to Jesus, and his roar drives us nearer to our

Beloved. One night her brother in anger

lifted his foot and kicked her downstairs.

She did weep, but not so much for the blow

as the heartlessness of her brother. Then

for simply being a Christian, and obeying

the Word of God, she was turned out of her

father's house. It was hard to bear, no

doubt ; but the Lord stood by her, and He

kept her extremely happy. She had the con

sciousness that it was for Christ she was
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suffering, and she took it patiently. Satan

saw he was defeated, and so he changed his

plans. Open persecution and suffering would

not drive her from the path of obedience to

the Lord ; but perhaps she might be drawn

from it by a bait skilfully thrown out. Her

parents sent a message asking her to come

home and they would treat her kindly. She

went, and was well received. They gave her

liberty to read her Bible and attend the meet

ings. Her brother who had kicked her was

especially kind. One night he brought her

home a new dress. She was delighted, yes,

and thrown off her guard too ; for poor Bella

did not see that it was the devil's plan to

draw her into the world. The dress was

fitted on, and Bella looked well. But her

soul was happier the night she was turned

out of her father's house a homeless sufferer

for Christ, than \f was when she sat among

her unsaved relatives caressed and admired,

for her eye was off the Lord and she was

unconsciously being drawn into the net.

The next thing was, Bella was asked by

her brother to go with him to the "pic-nic ;"

I
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and she thought it would not be " gracious'

to refuse after his gift. So off she went,

The world was there—the sinner's laugh—

the dance—the song. They were all dc

lighted to welcome Bella back again

although, when she promised to go, she

never meant to mingle with them. But hei

feet were in the snare ; the devil had gainec

the victory and Bella once in the companj

of the ungodly had no power to resist th(

devil, and down went her colours ; she joincc

the sports ; and Bella is a miserable backslide

in the world to-day. Last time I met he

she would not look me in the face, she turnec

away. Young believer, beware of Satan'

smiles. They are more dangerous than hi

frowns ; and the world's caresses than it

scorn. Watch and pray, lest you be drawn

into the snare of the devil. J. R.

Price iJ per ioo, post free.

In smaller quantites, Twopence per dozen ; in Assorted

1'acket of 50, price Si.\pence, post free.
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