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OUR RECORD.

has laid around our feet are many. We
need to seek help of God to enable us to
train up our children in ‘‘the nurture
and admonition of the Lord.”

V. 16—20—*‘ When the flame went up
towards heaven from off the altar, the
angel of the Lord ascended in the flame
of the altar.” What a beautiful act!
Blessed shadow of Calvary, where that
holy One afterwards offered Himself as
the burnt offering. They fell upon their
faces and worshipped in the presence of
this revelation. What a contrast to all
the apostacy that was going on around
them in Israel. They had turned their
backs upon the Lord and His word ; but
here is a godly couple, and they are hav-
ing intercourse with Jehovah. In our
day it seems that just in proportion as
science and philosophy have progressed,
the corruptions in christendom have ad-
vanced in the same ratio. But notwith-
standing such developments of evil,
there is an unprecedented work of God
going on. Sinners in great numbers are
being converted to God, and believers
are being enlightened in the knowledge
of His will. Just as in the case of Israel,
as the time of the fulfillment of the
promise drew near the children of Israel
grew and multiplied. Israel’s deliver-
ance was the time of judgment to Egypt.
As the time draws nigh when the Lord
will fulfill His promise to come and take
His people out of this world to be with
Himself in glory, the number of the
saved in this Egypt world is increasing;
but the world is getting worse and worse.
What awful judgment shall come upon
this poor world when God has fulfilled
His promise? So we have here this
beautiful picture of godly intercourse
with Jehovah in the midst of one of the
darkest scenes in Israel’s history. Itis
remarkable that Manoah and his wife
belonged to the tribe of Dan, which was

the foremost in moral wickedness and
departure from God.

V. 22—¢“We shall surely die because
we have seen God.”” He has wakened
up to the reality that the one who had
visited them was no mere man.

V. 23— His wife said unto him, if the
Lord were pleased to kill us He would
not have received a burnt offering.”
‘We have many instances in scripture, as
well as this one, where the wife is ahead
of the husband in grace and faith, What
an argument of faith we have here. God
delights in the arguments of faith. He
says, ‘‘produce your strong reasons,’’
¢“Come now and let us reason together.”
—Isa, v. 18, If it had been in God’s
heart to kill us, would He have given
His only begotten Son to be made sin
for us; would He have permitted Cal-
vary’s darkness and wrath to come upon
Him? That’s how faith argues. It is
the same faith that said, ‘ He spared not
His own Son;”’ it is the faith that keeps
the cross before us as the measure and
pledge of God’s love. God has not enly
provided and accepted for us that costly
offering, causing to meet upon Him all
our iniquities that we might be saved
and blessed in Him, but He has also
raised Him from the dead and set Him
at His own right hand, and has told us
that He has gone to prepare a place for
us and is coming to take us to be with
Himself forever.

V. 24—25—‘ And the woman bare a
son and called his namne Samson,’ etc.
In Numbers vi. we get the law concern-
ing the Nazarite by vow, but here we
have a Nazarite by birth. In Psa. lxv.
we read these words, ‘‘ Praise waiteth
for Thee, O, God, in heaven, and unto
Thee shall the vow be performed.”
Notice that word, ‘“the vow,”” as if there
was only one vow that can ever come up
hefore God. If you search the scriptures
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you will find that although many vows
were made and broken, yet underlying
all and continually before the heart of
God in connection with the whole sub-
ject of the vow, Jesus, the Son of God,
is the One for the fulfillment of whose
vow Jehovah was waiting. In Psa. xl.
the Lord Jesus says, ‘“So I come to do
Thy will, O, My God.”

Samson was a Nazarite, not only from
his birth, but before his birth. Every
one of God’s children is a Nazarite unto
God by birth. Christ is the Nazarite by
vow, and every one of His people is a
Nazarite by birth. Jesus Christ is the
One who came to perform the great vow,

to do the will of God, although the doing.

of that will should cost Him separation
from everything on earth that could be
dear to Him—to be hated and rejected
by His people; to be lifted up on the
cross and to be dealt with as the curse
of God. There we see the true Nazarite
—the One who was separated to God
and separated from God on account of
our-sin. When He bowed His head on
the cross and said it is finished, the vow
was performed. Eternal praise will
ascend to God from the redeemed com-
pany as the result of the performance of
His vow.

““GOD IS OUR REFUGE AND
STRENGTH.”

All around us we see in ruins, but ¢‘ the
Tord is the portion of His people’’ in
all states of His church. He cannot fail!
It is here faith hasg its hold; a hold no
power of Satan can affect, for God is its
force, and Christ has already accom-
plished the victory. Our position and
circumstances may be changed, but faith
always remains the same, because it
rests on God. who changes not, be cir-
cumstances what they may.

NOTES OF CONFERENCE AT LON-
DON, ONTARIO.

From April 16 (Good Friday) to
April 17.
( Continued from page 104.)
SATURDAY MORNING.

“ Dwell deep,” ““dwell without care,”
‘‘dwell alone,” formed the theme of the
first address this morning, these words
finding expression in Jeremiah ecxlix.
30—31. The address was by Bro. Dick-
son. Salvation was referred to in I Cor.
ii. 7—8 as something entirely incompre-
hensible to the wise of this world, but
revealed to the children of God; and,
Oh, what a salvation—not merely saved
from hell, but saved that we may find
all our delights in God and He in us,
now and throughout eternity. In Eph.
iii. 13—19 we see something of the ful-
ness of blessings that God has provided
for us to dwell in, as Christ ‘“ dwells in
our hearts by faith.”” Dwelling without
care is quite compatible with our present
circumstances, for while trial is sure to
come, and each has his own burden to
bear, yet the Lord stands pledged to
bear each and every burden as we roll it
upon Him, and then we shall know
something of ‘‘ dwelling alone’’ with the
unseen One who is ever near ‘“ His own.”

Bro. John Smith drew attentiop to
Numbers viii. 5—19, and dwelt upon the
need of greater spirituality rather than
intellectuality among the children of
God. Most of us have to learn how
little we know of the hidden wisdom
and depth of God's truth, and the
knowledge of our ignorance will make
us apt to learn; we are in danger of
getting puffed up like balloons, and God
has sometimes to put the ballast of suf-
fering in us to keep us down.

In this portion of the word we see
that God had accepted the Levites in-

: stead of the first-born among Israel, and



116

OUR RECORD.

had given them as a gift to Aaron, the
priest, for the service of the tabernacle,
the spiritual application of this to the
Lord’s people now is clearly shown in
I Pet. ii. 5 and elsewhere where we read
that believers are priests. We are also
gervants. Levites—helpers of our fellow
servants who are engaged in the work of
the Lord, for He who ascended sent
down gifts—evangelists, pastors, teach-
ers, some of them called away from their
daily avocations by God Himself and
separated wholly unto His blessed ser-
vice, and others not so called out but
none the less wholly devoted to Him and
His saints, the responsibility of each of
these latter is to ‘‘know such’ and
esteem them highly for their work’s
sake, and be fellow helpers in the truth.
These same Levites were under the curse
of their father, Jacob (Gen. xlix. 5—7),
but in Moses’ blessing, in Deut, xxxiii.
8—10, this is reversed. So with our-
selves in our former and present condi-
tions, as lost and saved. The priest and
Levite may sin and lead the saints
astray, as in Exodus xxxii, then nothing
will do but the ‘‘sword.” The Levites
were men who, for the Lord’s sake,
‘““knew not’’ their fathers, brethren nor
children; they were wholly for the Lord
and He would take care of them. Deut.
xxxiii. 11—Who will harm you if ye be
followers of that which is good? Mal.
ii. 4—6 explains why the Lord gave Levi
his covenant *‘ for the fear wherewith he
feared me.”” This is the secret of suc-
cessful ministry, both for the Lord’s
people and to the ungodly world. V.8—
“But ye are departed out of the way.”
How awful when the teachers go wrong
and lead others astray; a “little folly ”’
may be at the bottom of the failure.
They were Levites by redemption; but
for His service the sprinkling of the
water of separation was needed, also the

shaving off of the hair and washing of
the clothes. Then the offering and the
waving of that which represented them
before the Lord—all this preceded their
service. 'Tis no light thing to serve the
Lord. And it was only in one place the
Levite could serve or minister (Deut.
xviii. 6—7), 80 now it can be only in the
place which He owns that we can accept-
ably serve and please Him.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON.

Bro. Douglas read I Sam. i. 9—10—
‘“ Loved but fruitless, how often is it the
case with the believer?’” ‘¢ Bitterness
of soul” is not always experienced by
the barren Christian as a result. Oh,
the marvelous, patient waiting of our
blessed Lord, who comes ¢ seeking fruit
and finding none.”” Hannah’s desire

. was for a son (v. 11) on whom she might

lavish her love, and here we see perse-
verance in prayer. She was not to be
turned away. God never turns away
His ear from believing earnest prayer.
He either gives the request or something
better, as in the case of Moses, in Ex.
xxiii. 18, and Matthew xvii. 3; also
Elijah, who desired to have ‘‘his life”’
taken away, but was ‘‘caught up’’ and
returned with Moses to talk with Jesus
on the Mount.

Now look at I Sam. viii. 1—3 and Deut.
xvi. 19. Samuel appointed his sons as
judges, and probably failed in doing so,
for it is after this the people desire a
king. We do not find that Samuel asked
counsel of God in this matter, and, Oh,
what terrible results may follow from
one false step. The elders laid hold on
this sad fact to make their request for a
king. Ex. xviii. 16—22 shows the sort
of men God needed for the ruling of His
people Israel, and so now—‘‘men of
truth hating covetousness.” The oppo-
site of this too often prevails, and at



once accounts for the barrenness of some
assemblies where they are allowed to
lead. In I Sam. xii, 1—5 we see the
testimony of a4 man with a good record.
When Paul took to himself as a fellow-
laborer young Timothy, it is said that
‘“ he was well reported of by the breth-
ren.”” Men of a good record are always
recognized and honored; so in 1 Sam.
xii. the man with a good record could
testify on God’s behalf against the peo-
ple’s sin, In v. 13—18 he ‘‘ proves God "’
in order that he may press home their
sin, and in the following verses he has
power to testify. Ch. xxv. 1 shows how
he was missed, and in II Chron. xxi. 20
we have a contrast to this in Jehoram,
who ‘“departed without being desired.”
May Samuel’s position be ours.

Bro. T. D. W. Muir refered to I Pet.
v. 1—4 and other portions bearing on
the subject of shepherding the flock of
God. In John xxi. 15 we find the Lord
reminding Peter of his recent sin in
denying Him, and thrice the Lord bids
him to feed his lambs and sheep. ¢ Lov-
est thou me” indicates the source of
shepherd service, love beating true to
the Lord will create love in the saints.
(Gen, xxxi. 36—40 gives a hint that such

shepherd-care will not be without self-

sacrifice, ‘‘ In the day the drought con-
surned me and the frost by night and
my sleep departed from mine eyes.”
See also I Sam. xvii. 34—37 regarding
David’s delivering the lamb from the
lion and the bear. ‘¢ Faithful in little,”
God saw to it that he should be honored
by his becoming a shepherd to Israel;
and thus would seek to set before those
who desire to be shepherds how it may
be carried out.

SATURDAY EVENING.

Bro. Brown, of Galt, read in Rev. i.
9—18, dwelling particularly on v. 17.
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J. Smith followed with Luke xix. 1, and

I spoke of the rich publican who climbed

the sycamore tree to see Jesus. The

| Lord wanted to be his guest, but in

. down.

order to be so Zaccheus must ‘come
' He was brought down to the
Lord’s feet, beeame nothing in his own
sight and received Jesus joyfully. How
blessedly real is salvation. From v. 11
the Lord speaks a parable to the people,
showing, amongst other things, how we,
His saints, should occupy till He comes.
How are we using the talent or gift
which, undoubtedly, we have each re-
ceived from our Lord? It was not the
servants, but the rebellious citizens, who
were slain; the servant who neglected
to use the pound suffered loss. Then
follows the riding into Jerusalem, and
the chapter ends with the attempts to
destroy the Lord. 'Tis always so—who-
ever will live godly must suffer persecu-
tion. Don’t let us haul down our colors,
rather nail them to the mast and seek
grace to always honor our Lord. David’s
valiant men show us how we may please
our rejected but beloved Master. Love
to the Lord and sticking close to the
Book are the only safeguards in these
difficult days.
( To be continued. )

LEAN HARD.

Child of My love, lean hard,

And let Me feel the pressure of thy care.

I know thy burden, child: ¥ shaped it,

Poised it in My own hand, made no proportion

In its weight to thy unaided strength;

¥or, soon as I laid on, 1 said,

¢I shall be ever near, and while she leans on Me,

This burden shall be MINE, not hers.

So shall T keep My child within the cireling arms

Of Mine own love.’ Here lay it down, nor fear

To impose it on a shoulder which upholds

The government of worlds. Yet closer come;

Thou art not near enough. 1 would embrace
thy care,

So I might feel My child reposing on My breast,

Thou lovest Me! I know it. Doubt not then;

But, loving Me, LEAN HARD!
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A REVIVAL OF POWER.

[FROM BELIEVER'S TREASURY.]

Let the trumpet be sounded far, and
wide, and clear, that calls to a closer
walk with God. We are not about to
enter on a discussion ob the ‘ higher
life”’ question just now; but we inake
bold to say that many children of God
know right well there is a higher life
than the one they are now living. They
know this because they have seen its
¢ gleaming from afar’’—yea, they have
tasted of its joys; yea, they have dwelt
for a season by its ‘‘threescore and ten
palm trees,”’” and drunk of its springing
waters. To those who have known the
joy of abiding communion you do not
need to bring forward your ‘‘strong rea-
sons,’”’ and pile up argument upon argu-
mert to prove the existence of that path -
which ‘“‘no fowl knoweth, and which the
vulture’s eye hath not seen.”” They
know it through the great evidence of
past experience. Some for a longer and
some for a shorter season have rejoiced
in that light which is pleasant (Ece. xi.
7), and have been satisfied with that
fiver which maketh glad the city of God
(Ps. xlvi. 4). It was a spring-time of

joy in a Saviour’s love; and the soul was |

possesed by a great and holy calm that
seemed as if it should endure until life’s
latest hour. But that calm has been
broken. The secrets of each heart are
known to itself and to God. We stay not

to trace up the thousand-and-one causes

of departure from the Lord. We concern
ourselves at the present moment with

the undoubted need there seems to be of

a great revival of spiritual power. For
such let the godly pray—yea, we feel as-
gured they are already crying out to the
Lord for revival ““‘in the midst of the
years.”” Let the watchmen upon the
towers of every spot where the lord has
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set His Name, be found waiting upon
Him for times of refreshing that shall
cause many a weary heart to leap for joy
and many a desert place to blossom as
. the rose!

It does not need a great number of be-
lievers to be the means, in God’s hand,
of a revival of power. It simply needs
a few exercised hearts LongiNg for a
revival time. Numbers are of no ac-
count with God. ‘A seed shall serve
! Him; it shall be accounted to the Lord
for a generation.”’—Ps. xxii. 30. The
praying company for the ‘‘ revival time "
may be neither many nor mighty, in the
estimation of man. But, few and feeble
though they be, if in simplicity and
. godly sincerity they wait upon the Lord
for ““times of refreshing,” they shall
doubtless ‘“ move the hand that moves
the universe.”” This *‘ few '’ is wanted—
a few that shall give the Lord no rest
until the place of His feet be made glor-
ious in the midst of His people. In this
great question of revival power let that
Scripture be well borne in mind, ‘Ye
| that are the Lord’s remembrancers, keep
I not silence.”’—Tsa. Ixii. 6, margin.
|  When we speak of the need for a few
' exercised hearts as to a coming revival,
i we may as well go right to the root of the
| matter and say that what is wanted is
" revived hearts—souls in a rewival condi-
tivn. Those most likely to be exercised
as to the kindling of a great revival fire,
| 'has already begun to burn. This in-
volves the thought of individual dealing
with God; and we question if there hay -
ever been a Heaven-sent revival apart
from this *‘individual dealing’ before
l the dawn of a revival day. The religious
world aims at numbers; and, generally
gpeaking, gets what it wants in that
respect. (Great numbers—great sensa-
tion—great show in the flesh, describes
what the religious world wants in the
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domain of * worship.”” But in the great
matter before us—revival in the midst
of the years—it may truly be said:

* Wanted, units—one here, one there, a ;
brother, a sister, however obscure, it :

matters not—to be simply for God in
the midst of a Christ-rejecting world.”
Units on fire shall soon be represented
by tens on fire, and these anon by hun-
dreds; until, like that company of old
which had enthroned the Lord’s an-
nointed, it became ‘‘like the host of
God ”’ (1 Chron. xii. 22).

Revival power is needed—and must
be ours—if we are to maintain the truth
we have already received of the Lord.
Truth held in power will hold us. But
to cling tenaciously to the truth while
revival power has grown dim in heart
and life, will eat into the very vitals of
our testimony. The ark of truth thus ;
borne apart from the ‘‘ Skekinah ’* of the .
Lord’s approving presence, shall be
found very trying for us to bear. The
Philistines found it so with the ark of
testimony. Indeed, the time came when
they were glad to get rid of it (I Sam.
v. 11). Even the new -cart (II Sam. vi.
3, 7) failed to save Israel from judgment
by reason of .that wonderful ark. The
shoulders of living priests—those whom
the Lord had separated unto Himself—
could alone bear His ark to the praise of
His glory.

It is only through the influences of a
revival of power—a continuous revival
of power—that we can be blessed with

that oneness of mind which proves such |

a bulwark in times of difficulty. There
is never such oneness of mind as when
revival is the order of the day. The
nearer we come to God the nearer we
come to one another. In His light we
see eye-to-eye. In flis presence the arm
of fleshly power is paralysed, and the
strife of tongues is far away ; while there

I . .
| iz that ‘“bearing’ and ‘‘forbearing”’

i ever associated with ‘‘the courtesy of
love.”

AS IT IS WRITTEN.

In the Old Testament Revival in the
days of Hezekiah (II Chron. xxix., xxx),
we do not find that any new revelation
was received from Heaven. The secret
of that whole revival comes out in the
| few but significant words, ‘“ As it was
written’” (II Chron. xxx. 5). Neglected
truth had been the secret of their fail-
ure; and now, if an era of prosperity
was to be ushered in, all that was re-
quired was to bring out that neglected
truth and give it the attention which the
Lord required. Israel had fallen upon
evil times; and very likely many were
wondering how it was that the power of
the Lord was not manifest among. ;HIS
people Yet, strange to say, they "had
lin their possession the sacred scroll
which contained the whole secret of
! their weakness, and which soon proved

the secret of a great time of refreshing.

On referring to that ¢ Law’’ which the
i Lord had given for their guidance and
! their blessing, they discovered a number
of things to which they had been giving
no attention whatever. They found,
among other things, that a certain feast
was to be kept at a certain time. And
what do you think the people of Israel
© did when they made this discovery ?
| They resolved at once to carry out what
the mouth of the Lord had spoken.
They did not sit down to consider
" whether it would be advisable to act
according to what was written. They
" did not hold a consultation to find if any
good end, according to their wisdom,
could be served by obeying the Lord.
They found it written. That was all-
sufficient. They did not attempt to set
i themselves up as wiser than God. They
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therefore set about carrying out His
revealed will; and the result was:
‘“ great joy in Jerusalem; for since the
time of Solomon the son of David king
of Israel there was not the like in
Jerugalem *’ (IT Chron. xxx. 26).

Thus far 1 daresay you have followed
all that has been said; and no doubt
vou admit that Israel in this matter did
the right thing. They had a plain com-
mand, you say; and all they had to do
was to obey it. Very well. Let us now
pass on to the New Testament. There,
too, we find a plain command concerning
a feast. The blessed One whom we call
Master and Lord has ““left word ”’ as to
a certain feast which His people are to
keep unto Him in the wilderness. It is
a memorial feast—it is in memory of the
great ¢ decease accomplished at Jerusa-
lem,” and of that love which was
stronger than death. But not only does
it look backward to ‘‘ the burden He did
bear "’—the feast looks forward to that
day of joy and glory when we shall see
Him as He is. In keeping this feast we
proclaim the Lord’s death; and that
proclamation is to continue till He come.

Do you ask where is our authority for
keeping this feast? Our authority is
found in the simple words. ¢ This do in
remembrance of Me’’—I Cor. xi. 24.
This is a thing that the Lord has comn-
manded to be done. And neither bishop
nor presiding minister is needed in order
to break bread in remembrance of the
absent One. Every child of God is a
priest unto G'od (I Pet. ii. 9), and there-
fore entitled to offer up spiritual sacri-
fices acceptable unto God by Jesus
Christ. No priest is needed to come
between and represent us before God.
We are represented there already. Our
great High Priest, even Jesus, has en-
tered within the vail, and is now appear-
ing in the presence of God for His
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i the matter.

redeemed. At the weekly feast we are
gathered together as worshippers. Like
the men from the east who came to see
the holy child Jesus, we are found say-
ing, “We are come to worship Him’’
(Matt. ii. 2). We have been gathered
together, not to hear some great man
speaking, but to pour out the adoration
of our hearts unto Him who endured
the anguish of Gethsemane, and bore
the woes of Calvary, that we should be
with Him for ever. At the Memorial
Feast we need no ‘“‘great man’’ to lean
upon, or to look up to, for the carrying
out of the meeting. There is One in the
midst whom the carnal eye can not see.
But the eye of faith and love discerns
Him, and says, ‘It iz enough: the
Master is here in the midst according to
His promise’ (Matt. xviii. 20); and in
His presence is fulness of joy.

You ask how it comes that we gather
together in this way. We reply, we
Sfound it written. We had no choice in
We did not invent or devise
this Feast of Remembrance. We found
it plainly revealed in the Scriptures of
truth. We found the Lord’s command
to keep the feast (I Cor. xi. 24); His
own exrample in instituting the feast
(Matt. xxvi. 20); the persons described
who were to keep the feast, and the
time when the feast was to be kept (Acts
xX. 7); besides the manner in which the
feast was to be observed (I Cor. xi.).
Our path, you see, is perfectly clear.
There is the plain command of Scrip-
ture; and all we have to do is to obey it.

These lines may meet the eyes of one
who has not yet given attendance to
that word of love—*‘ This do in remem-
brance of Me.” To such we would
affectionately address the words, ¢ Why
tarriest thou?” You need not seek
refuge in the circumstance that a mixed-
up company of the enemies and the
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Jfriends of Christ keeping a six-monthly
communion, is a carrying out of that
which the Lord has commanded. The
dead can not praise Him, neither they
that go down to the pit. Why seek ye
the Living One among the dead? Let
no adverse circumstances hinder you
from simply carrying out that which is
written, and going forth clear outside
the world’s religious camp, unto the
rejected Lord Jesus Christ, to own His
Name ag above every name, and to keep
this feast unto Him in the wilderness.
W. 8.

HOW SAVED PEOPLE MAY KNOW
THEY ARE REAL.

Many times we find people who are
very anxious to know for sure if they
are really saved. They can look back
on a time when they were troubled about
their soul before God, and afterward
were led into peace through the testi-
mony that God has given of His Son.
They went on nicely for a time, but their
closets became irksome to them—they
did not care so much for secret prayer
as at first, and then their Bibles became
gsomewhat dry to them. In fact, they
got away from God in heart. Something
else occupied the place of Jesus in their
affections. In this state the question
ariges whether they ever were saved at
all. Well, it might! for their’s is not
the condition of a real healthy Christian.
To be hearing the Shepherd’s voice con-
tinually, and to be following Him is our
normal state (John x. 27), From this
we can not deviate and he safe from the
doubts that so often arise or are sug-
gested.

We are now considering those who
have really been saved, and can look
back on that fact and when it took
place. Alas, there are many professors
who have only ‘‘ made a start’’ by their

own efforts. We do not wonder at their
doubting, although they are the hardest
and most difficult to get to doubt their
own condition before the Lord.

But let us examine the Word of God
and see how we can know for certain by
it; for, if we are saved, we are saved
according to the teaching of the Bible.
It would be well if people, when they
get into trouble about their souls, would
search the scriptures to find out how
their experience tallies with them, for
thus only can we obtain lasting rest.

John’s first epistle has been written
about the life of the sons of God, as his
written Gospel is about the Son of God.
In I John v. 13 we read, ‘ These things
have I written unto you that believe on
the name of the Son of God, that ye
may know that ye have eternal life.”
It is plain from this verse that the way

'to know is by the things that are written,

‘“He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life.”’—John iii. 36. Tf we
believe on the Son, we have life, for God
says so. If we have life, then that life
manifests itself. So I John iii. 14 tells
one of the ways by which we know that
we have the life by its manifestation.
‘““We know we have passed from death
unto life because we love the brethren.”
Unsaved people do not love God’s peo-
ple, but when they get the life which is
in the Son they can not help loving them.
Now, this is not loving those who meet
or gather with us, but all who are *‘ born
again.”” Many boast of knowing they
have passed from death unto life because
of their love. But when they are plainly
dealt with, it is easily seen that they
have not the divine nature; and all the
love they have is for those who think as
they themselves do, or are in the same
denomination with them. In fact, their
love is the same as among political peo-
ple—they love their own party. When
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we know a man is ‘ born from above,’’
do we love him, independent of his
denominational tenets? If so, we have
passed from death unto life.

Another mark is given in I John ii.
3—5—*‘‘ And hereby we do know that we
know Him, if we keep His command-
ments. He that saith ‘I know Him,’
and keepeth not His commandmentsy is
a liar, and the truth is not in him. But
whoso keepeth His word, in him verily
is the love of God perfected; hereby
know we that we are in Him.” It will
not do to say that there are so many
ways for Christ’s sheep to hear His
voice and follow Him (John x. 27).
Reader, does your life since you made a
profession prove to you that you know
Him? I believe the reason that there is
o much disobedience to the Word in
these days is because there is so much
unreal profession. ¢ He that saith ‘I
know Him,” and doeth not His com-
mandments, is a liar,”’ is very plain
language, and can’t be reasoned away.
“If any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a
new creature; old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become
new "’—II Cor. v. 17, is true of all really
saved people. And again, “In Christ
Jesus neither circumcision availeth any-
thing, nor uncircumecission; but faith
which WworRKETH by love.'—Gal. v. 6.
From these scriptures we see we are
deceiving ourselves if we say we are
saved, and our life does not manifest
that fact.

Lastly, the Holy Spirit by his in-

dwelling proves we are ‘‘ born of God.”” ;
‘“ Hereby we know that we dwell in Him,

and He in us, because He hath given us
of His spirit.””—I John iv. 13. ‘*‘Be-
cause ye are sons, God hath sent forth
the spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying Abba, Father.”—Gal. iv. 6. If
any man have not the spirit of Christ,

he is none of His.”— Rom. viii. 9. All
who believe on Christ have received the
Spirit. See John viii. 39; Eph. i. 13.
The Spirit in a Christian shows him
continually how bad he is, and lusts

! against the flesh, and will not let him
i rest on anything but the precious blood

of Christ. You see unsaved professors
resting on their feelings, or doings, or
church connection, and think all is well
without Christ. The Spirit in the be-

I liever will never allow him to do that.

Dear believer, why is it that you are so
troubled about the inward state of your
heart? Unsaved people are not troubled
about evil within. Why? It takes two
to fight. You are troubled, because the
‘‘flesh lusteth against the flesh’’ (Gal,
v. 17); but they have no trouble, be-
cause they have not the Spirit within.
In closing, let us look at what we -have
as marks whereby we may know if we
are sons of God. All are found in I John,
as that gives the life of the sons of God.
We know by the Word v. 13; by our

i love to God’s people iii. 14; ii. 9; iv. 7,

' 8,12,20,21; v.1,2; by His Spirit within

us, iv. 13; iii. 24; and by our obedience
to all His Word, iii. 3—5; iii. 7—9, 10;
v. 18. )

“We know that the Son of God is
come, and hath given us an understand-
ing, that we may know Him that is true,
and we are in Him that is true, even in
His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true
God, and eternal life. Little children,
keep yourselves from idols.”’—I John v.
18—21. Amen, W. W,

Luke xxi. 7: “ Ye shall be hated of

‘ all men for My name sake.”

|

' heareth (God’s words.

‘““He that is of God
Ye, therefore,
ye are not of

John viii. 47:

hear them not because
(Grod.”



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

What kind of preaching do the people
get?

The writer never heard the preaching,
but if (as doubtless 'twill be) the preach-
ing be known by the fruit it bears, we
conclude it must be intensely defective,
or, rather, anti-Gospel.

Since ever we came to Portland one
subject nearly occupied our thoughts
and all our preaching, viz., that salvation
is wholly and absolutely of grace alone,
and to this hour many who attended
fairly regular and heard all have never
been delivered from the ungodly theory
that in order to be saved they have to
work, pray and serve the Lord, and so
lay God under an obligation to save
them.

A gentleman of intelligence the other
evening wished to enlist our sympathies
and “ talking capacity ’—whatever that
may be—in favor of prohibition. How-
ever, as we did not feel inclined to this,
he then stated: ‘‘I believe in Bible
holiness; wish you would take that up.”
We answered so do we most conscien-
tiously believe in and preach Bible holi-
ness.

After trying to explain that every
Christian, without exception, is justified,
sanctified and sealed by the Holy Ghost,
and that any one, notwithstanding any
pretention to the contrary, that has not
the three things is no Christian at all,
but is simply deceived.

On hearing this, he said: * You don't
believe that one in 10 in these churches
is a Christian at all, while I believe that
nearly all these churchi members have
their sing forgiven them, but they have
not got the second birth.”

These holiness people are very numer-
ous on this coast, and their doctrine is
not only at fault, but their conceptions
of what Christianity consists of is equally
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erroneous and unscriptural, to their own
great loss and the deception of many
‘‘ Holiness ’’ admirers.

The sleep of the dead, the annihilation
of the wicked and the non-eternity of
punishment, coupled with the second
coming of Christ, the non-fulfillment of
God’s promises to Israel, and the substi-
tution of the church for God’s earthly
people, 1srael, the temporal judgments
on Israel and other nations, confounded
with the ‘‘ eternal state,” and the efforts
made to Judeize the church as see Sev-
enth-day Sabbatism characterize largely
the Seventh-day Adventists everywhere,
and even excepting the Seventh-day Sab-
batism characterize all other adventists
as found on this coast.

There are other and a sort of evangel-
ical adventists represented by the ¢ Mes-
siah’s Herald,’’ published in Boston, but
they also are in error as to the earthly
people Israel, and the Ileavenly people,
the church—the bride—the lamb’s wife.
They also maintain that as God’s prom-
ises to Israel have never been fulfilled,
so, a8 the conditions have never been
fulfilled by Israel, the promises to them
never shall be fulfilled.

They forget altogether grace and Rom.
xv. 8, “ Now I say that Jesus Christ was
a minister of the circumcision for the
truth of God to confirm the promises

i made unto the fathers.” Stylish, uncon-

verted Churchism, cemented together by
socials and amusements,flattery,spurious

. Holiness people, and materialism such

ag characterize the adventists, represent
generally probably nearly all the religi-

. ous element on this coast, excepting the
Chinese who have their own temples

and heathen worship. To this if you

i add Spiritualists, Roman Catholics and

high church millinery, bowings, scrap-

i ings and wax candle enlightenment,
" probably you have all in the line that
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claim religiousness here. There is, how-
ever, a large proportion of the people
who claim no religion as their standing
in society. By these we do not mean the
anarchists, of whom there is a large ele-
ment doubtless to make trouble bye and
bye. )

By the by, there is also an element of
Budhism, which is supported by a num-
ber of silly people.

“ Revive Thy work, O, Lord:
Thy mighty arm make bare,”

WORK AND WORKERS.

Bro. Muir pitched his Gospel tent
again in Detroit and opened on Sunday,
June 19, with a good hearing.

Bro. D. Munro, of Toronto, has pitched
his tent in Chatham, Ont. There is no
gathering yet. He writes, among vari-
ous other things:

“This is & town of near 10,000, and
yet none of us have ever preached the
Gospel in it. Pray that this effort may
be to His glory and the blessing of saints
and sinners. All the preachers are now
underway, I think. McLure, Telfer and
Hunter are in Campbelliord, Ont. Henry
Turner and A. McKellar are out some-
where near north of Belleville. Jas.
Goodfellow and Wm. Kernohan are in
Wilkesport, on the St. Clair river. Dick-
son and Hicks are in Watford, but think
of moving out to Sombro township
somewhere. Brethren Scott and Bed-
ford have got a new tent somewhere in
Nova Scotia. William Matthews and
John Martin are in Amesbury, Mass.
Halyburton and Blair are in Lisle, up
near Georgian Bay.
or most of it, you already know; but
the very mention of these brethren and
the places may stir up some prayers.

I suppose all this, |

This is doubtless the great necessity.
And yet I fear the great lack. Were
Helena here she would join in love to
you all, self, Mrs. Ross, Bro. Harcus.
Yours in eternal bonds,

D. Munro.
42 Russell St., Toronto.

Extract Letter.

[ GARNETT, KaNsas, July 13, 1892.

Last Saturday at 1:30 P. M.
we loaded ourselves into various vehicles
and went to a creek in the woods, about
two miles from town, for baptismns, At
a beautiful, shady spot we erected a
family tent for dressing rooms. Bro. O.
preached his own funeral sermon from
Romans vi. John Carnie followed with
the baptism of the unsaved, from Matt.
iii. 11—12. T followed, reading and com-
menting from the Acts of the Apostles,
on-the practice, subjects, mode, formula,
ete. I then had the privilege of bap-
tising five brethren and three sisters.
There were present about 50 people,
mostly friends of the work. I don’t
know if I told you that we were at the
same place three weeks ago and buried in
baptism three brethren and two sisters.
e Thirteen of us remembered
the Lord in the breaking of bread Sun-
day morning, and truly it was a soul-
! refreshing time. . Brethren
A. O’Brien and John M. Carnie are still
at it every night at Garnett.

Local meetings in Kansas City keep
| good. There are large meetings on the
| street and in the hall Sunday evenings.
! Saturday evening meetings on the mar-
} ket square are great and good.
|

C.J.B.

[Let us be praying for these western
! meetings that God in grace may keep
| His saints from resting on their “lees’” as
| most of them everywhere else do.—FEb.}
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Copy Letter.
576 FOURTEENTH AVE., }
Derrorr, MicH., July 11, 1892.
Dear Bro. Ross :—

Believing, as I do, in the ¢ fellowship
of saints,”” I send you a brief line in His
name to let you know that you are not
being forgotten, and to stir up your pure
mind by way of remembrance to pray for
us. We had a couple of all-day meetings
on the third and fourth of this month,
and among others had the privilege of
praying for you and the work in Port-

land, Oregon. We hope God may get

something out of it all. He is—or, at
least, should be—first in our hearts, and
His glory the main consideration.

Well, as you are may be aware, we
have our tent pitched here and are under
full swing. The attendance has been on
the whole good, and the attention fair.
Some seem troubled, and we hope to see
them saved, but the people are so ignorant
of God or His word that one needs great
patience to plod on. We have the tent
on the same street as our hall, but in
another neighborhood altogether. So
far, I am alone so far as preachers are
concerned, but God is giving me strength
for it. .

A letter from Bay City says the meet-
ings in the tent there are well attended
so far. They began on the third, Breth-
ren John Smith and Jas. Kay being the
preachers. Dear Robt. Jamieson is still
poorly. W.Kernohan writes from Wilkes-
port, Ont., that he and J. GGoodfellow are
seeing some blessing. Geo. Hicks and
R. Dickson are at Beecher with a tent.

Campbellford, where McClure and Hun-
ter are ‘‘under canvas.” A woman is
attending our meetings from there. She
says meetings are very large. A young
man just fromm Minneapolis says our
Brethren A. Matthews and J. Erskine
are having small meetings, May we
have grace to uphold one another by
prayer. This is a newsy letter, but it
may be interesting and provide subject
matter for prayer. Wife joing in love to

you and yours.
T. D. W. Muir.

Copy Extract Letter.

Bro. Jas. Kay writes from Bay City,
Mich.: “I had a good time preaching
the Crucified and Risen One up north
here about 25 miles. Souls, I believe,
were saved, some were buried by bap-
tism, and others, I hope, are fit for the
burial. I was loath to leave these parts.
The power of the word seemed to be
realized among the people, and I hope
to visit them soon again. I pitched my
tent in this city a week ago today and my
first meeting was Lord’s Day’s afternoon,
July 3, then had three meeting on the
fourth. Some saints were present from
Saginaw and the north. The babes feed

i very fair and are growing. We hope to

gee some births in this city. We have
got our tent pitched among the common
people and hope they will hear us gladly
and receive the Word of the Gospel and

i be saved. We've got a very good location
. for it, and now we deeply need the
" power and presence of our God. Bro.

Already work had been done thereina !

school house. It’s the home of the late
George Munro. We had a visit from D.
Munro last week,on his way back to Chat-
ham from Elgin conference. He looked
well, and seemed hopeful regarding the
tent meetings. I hear good reports from

. business.

Smith arrived here this A. M. from
Elgin meetings. He reports the confer-
ence meetings good, and believes some
gouls were saved. It’s the saving of
souls God’s people should be going in
for, for God Himself is engaged in that
God grant that His people
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may wake up and work with Him. How
are your meetings out there? Will wel-
come a line from you. I suppose you
have a good many correspondents, but
send a line to less than the least of all
saints. I am your brother in Christ
Jesus, through wondrous grace,

: Jas. Kay.

P. 8.—R. H. Jamieson is improving a
little, I think, but is not strong. They
have a little daughter in their family.
His wife is getting stronger; she was
very poorly.

Copy Letter.

MaKINoO, %
NEew ZreavLanp, May 14, 1892,
Beloved in Christ:—

When I read the enclosed letter I
thought you would enjoy reading it, so I
send it along to you in His name, hoping

- it will find you in good health and in
the enjoyment of His love, and your soul
¢ fat and flourishing.”’ I have very little
to say concerning myself, only that I am
proving the truth of Ezekiel xi. 16, last
part of the verse, and you know, better
than I can tell you, that He is a safe and
satisfying retreat. ¢ Thou, O, Christ,
art all I want; more than all in Thee I
find.”

Bro. M. C. and I came up here to the
North Island for the believers’ meetings
which were held at Easter time. They
had two days at Campbelltown and one
day at Palmerston; then we remained
at Palmerston three weeks for meetings.
The believers’ meetings on the whole
were pretty good, although, when we
think of His willingness to bless and the
great need, they should have been better.
The meetings we had at Palmerston
improved both.in size and in tone, and

there were a few tokens of His saving ;

hand, for which we desire to be thank-

" two or three of the meetings.

ful. One of the cases was one who had
been pushed into a profession 15 years
before, and had been baptized and was
breaking bread for some years; but for
the last few years had gone right in for
the world’s pleasures. We came here
two nights ago and will take a rest for a
little, as both -of us were feeling run
down. There are to be three days’
meetings for Christians at Fielding, two
miles or so from here, and we propose
remaining for them. They are to be
held on the twenty-second, twenty-third
and twenty-fourth inst. Christians are
expected from various places around the
district, but they do not come such dis-
tances here as they do in the States and
Canada. We are just about 14 miles
from Campbelltown. You know Breth-
ren Wm. Anderson and Crystall who
live at Campbelltown. Bro. Anderson
has been passing through deep waters
for some time. Three of his children
have been taken away, and I understand
one more, at least, is ill now with the
gsame disease, diphtheria. He is not
without hope in their death. The oldest
girl gave a clear testimony, and one of
the boys also testified that he was going
home to be with Jesus. The other one
was young, about five years of .age.
Now I think I am about the end of my
news for the present. Brethren Ander-
son and Crystall were enquiring for you.
I did not have much opportunity of
speaking to Bro. Anderson, as his chil-
dren were ill during the time of the.
believers’ meetings, so he only got to
Now,
with unfeigned love to yourself and Mrs.
Ross, also C. W. R. and his wife and all
enquiring saints, in which Bro. M. C.
joins, I remain your brother in Him
who bought us with His own precious
blood,
James CAMPBELL.
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We propose visiting a few places in
the North Island if the Lord gives us
strength for it.

P. 8.—Do you ever think of taking a
trip across here? The little assemblies
get very little help, and there is plenty
of untouched ground, of course not so
extensive as in the States. There are
lots of importations from the States, both
in the things of this life and in the
religion that comes from beneath, Camp-
bellites, Conditional immortality, Sev-
enth Day Adventism, etc.; but I will
close, ag I am in no way for writing today.

: J. C.

Copy Letter From Sister Gleser Who
is Missionary In Spain.
Mabrip, April 23, 1892,
My Dear Sister and Friends:—

Many thanks to you for your gift of
love, which I received through Dr. Mac-
lean, as a token of our heavenly Father’s
love and care when I was poorly in bed ;
but I am thankful, after a few days, I
was able to go about again, especially as
we were just beginning two weeks’ mis-
sion service. The first week was set
apart for prayer; the second for preach-
ing the Gospel.. The hall was crowded
every night, and the Lord is amongst us.
Man’s great weakness was very promi-
nent. Mr. Fenn had to leave us after
beginning the second meeting; he was
so poorly he had to go to bed. But still
the Lord helped him to take an active
part with the help of Mr. Senington,
who was very poorly also, detained in
Madrid through ill health. Our Spanish
brethren also took their part. If you
had seen the workers and the mnultitudes
vou would have said, with us: It is the
Lord’s doing! May He be glorified in
the true conversion of not a few. We
had a godly marriage feast in the midst
of it all also, as two young Christians,
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who have only given us joy since they
knew the Lord, were united just on the
day Mr. Fenn was so poorly. It was a
pretty wedding. We were all (90 Chris-
tians and friends) invited to a cup of
coffee, and as I could heartily give them
my fellowship in all their proceedings, I
stirred up the women to bring flowers to
decorate the tables. They responded;
even the poorest of them brought their
one penny’s worth, and they were all so
happy, singing a great deal, as there
were few speakers. You would have
enjoyed it. Crowds came to see it, and
said: This is much better than a Roman
Catholic wedding! And some of the
mothers asked: ‘Will you do as much
for my daughter?” I said: ‘If sheis
the Lord’s, with pleasure; but if not,
we can not.”’ The Lord grant that it
may help the young people to draw com-
parisons. When I first came they thought
they must take the world’s way on
such an occasion, but now we help to
teach them better things they are so
much happier. Today we had a solemn
meeting. One of our sisters, who went
to be with Jesus yesterday, was taken to
her last resting place till the resurrection
morn. She glorified the Lord in much
suffering (cancer) for months, and the’
‘Word was her only comfort and strength.
How often she rejoiced lastly : that it is
only a little while and He that shall come
will come and will not tarry, and now she
is in His presence set free from all suffer-
ings and pains, praising Him for ever
and for ever. After the brethren had
left for the cemetery I had a good oppor-
tunity to speak to the women who gath-
ered together. The Lord grant that
some of them may have heard the Mas-
ter calling them to repentance and faith
in our Lord Jesus. On Monday, D. V.,
we ghall go to Yuncos. It is high time
to visit them again though we can only
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go for one night (as we shall have visi-
tors after that). A young girl who
believed in Jesus, died there in February

and the priest thought it worth his while -

to go to the authorities to claim the
body for a Romish funeral, to annoy the
parents and us and show his parishoners
his power. He gained the case, with
noisy rejoicings. Poor man! He had
not occupied himself about the girl’s
soul: for three years she had not gone
to church, much less confessed, and
though she was over 12 years old he had
not gone to see her during two years’
illness, and had not troubled about giv-
ing her the rites of his church. The
parents desired and thought, of course,
they had the right to an evangelical
funeral, but before they got the certifi-
cate of death from the doctor and the
permission for a protestant funeral from
the Alcalde the priest interferes, and,
after long waiting, they could ring the
bell as if she were a rich child. All the
clerical helpers dressed in their best and
brought out their standards, ete. They
even fetched the civil guards to defend
the dead against the peaceful mourners
and friends. I don’t know what they
were afraid of, for we had no intention
to fight over a dead body; about the
soul, we were gatisfiad that she had gone
to be with Jesus, dear girl. She was the
instrument of blessing in her home,
reading the scriptures to her parents
(the father is blind and very poor). He
wept, crying out: ¢ My daughter, my
daughter, who will read the Word of
God to me now?’”’ But they did glorify

the Lord in their great trial, behaving °
themselves as true children of God. :
* own obedience and WaLk; secondly, to

The priest would not have moved a
finger without being paid beforehand if
his motto wsre not: ¢ War against the

i to Warch for Him.

protestants.” I spoke with a poor widow |

in the village. whose six children beg

bread from house to house, and she told
me that when she asked the priest to say
mass for the soul of her husband he told
her to bring six shillings and two pence
first, and then he would do it. T asked
her: “To whom will that money do
good—to your husband or the priest?
Don’t you help him to be able to feast at
your expense!’’ But what do you think
—directly after all this ado, another
priest came to that village, and amongst
other lies, he has told some vile things
about me, and said I would not show
my face while he was there. So you see
it is well to go the sooner, though it is
difficult just now. Poor, benighted peo-
ple. If it were in England, I might
charge that man before the law courts,
but here we better bear everything
quietly. The Lord has promised to jus-
tify His own, and He does do it, though
I must say I am astonished sometimes
that the agents of Satan are so daringly
wicked. Last time they threw mud and
stones after us in the darkness of the
night, but did us no harm. The Lord is
good and worthy to be praised! Be
earnest, dear friends, helping us in
prayer that the Lord may triumph and
have the victory, saving many from their
sins.

Yours very affectionately and grate-
fully in Him,

MariE E. GIESER.

[The above letter throws considerable

light on the mission work in Spain.—Ep.]

The three-fold assurance of the Lord,
“1 come quickly,” is designed for an
admonition to us to see well, first, to our

our Work ; and, thitdly, for our hearts
May our hearts be
established by His grace and cheered by
the prospects of His return. Amen.
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HAMILTON SPECIAL MEETINGS.
January 13th—17th.

( Continued from page 108.)
FRIDAY AFTERNOON.

Bro. D. Ross said the subject of ¢ Con-
secration” had been touched somewhat
in the morning. We might continue it
a little. The religious world has various
ways of doing this. One very popular
way is to take a child and sprinkle a few
drops of water on its face in the Name of
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. I had
that done to me, but had to bé born
again after all, the same as a Chinaman.
Grace does not run in the blood, though
it may often run in the line. And what I
got 58 years ago was not religon, but
Christ. And what I have is in its ten-
dencies, like the flame, ever upward.
There was only one way Noah could get
out of the Ark—that was out at the top.
So we who are saved will yet go up, and
the only way we can ever cease to be
saints on earth is to go up and be saints
around the throne.

I John ii. 6—* He that saith he abid-
eth in Him ought himself also so to
walk, even as He walked.”” Consecra-
tion simply means that you and all you
have belong to God. The world needs
this, and you yourself need it. How
best to serve God and His children is a
great question. We need power for it,
and that is only ours as we are all for
Him. But'if I am abiding in Him, that

is, in fellowship with Him, I will walk
in His steps—*‘‘ walk even as He walked.”’

Rom. xii. 1—2—¢ Present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God
which is your reasorable (intelligent)
service.” ‘‘ My body is busy for myseif,
Lord,” says one. “I am garnishing it
for myself, that it may look beautiful,”
says another. Beloved! every beat of
your pulse—every throb of your heart—
every penny in your purse, is His! The
world is getting worse, and much of it is
due to the inconsistency—the worldli-
ness—the covetousness of God’s people
that it is so. The Word is, ‘ Whether,
therefore, ye eat or drink, or whatsoever
ve do, do all to the glory of God”
(I Cor. x.)

I Cor. ix. 19—27—Here we have the
ways of a man who was consecrated. In
v. 21, ‘“the law of the Christ” is the
word., That is, we are not under the
law of Moses, but we are under the law
of the Christ, which is that everything
is in subjection to Jehovah—and not
your affairs only, but yourself, too. In
Rom. vi. 14—15 it is said that we are
‘““not under law; but under grace.”’ This
is written concerning men and women
who have passed through death, and are
out of death’s sphere, into a place in
resurrection. It does not contradict the
statement that we are under the law of
the Christ. It is only those who are
““under grace ’ that are capable of being
in subjection to Jehovah—all others are
dead in sins,
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We have been hearing of giving God
a tenth. God wants not only a tenth,
He wants the whole of it. I am His,
and all I have is His, and He wants me
to recognize it.
should be to be able to say, ‘ Lord, here
Iam; give me the privilege of, like the
Head, being a living sacrifice to God,
and as the members are by the law of
the Christ, and of graditude, bound to
do.” .

One can not but be struck by the
awful failure on every hand, but God is
above all, and He is sufficient. He has
the treasury, and every good and perfect
gift’ cometh down from above, and the
need of His people and of His work He
can supply with a liberal hand. Beloved,
are we in sympathy and fellowship with
Him about it? If asked which is the
best bank in Hamilton, I would say:
““There isn’t a bank in the place I would
trust; if you take my advice, you will
lay up your treasures in heaven, ‘ where
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves will not break through
and steal.’”” The greatest injury we
can do the world is to live worldly, cov-
etous lives—living to and for ourselves.
The Lord help us, then, to live unto
Him who died for us and rose again.

Bro. J. Haliburton spoke of five con-
fessions in Ps. cxix. He prefaced his
remarks by a reference to Deut. xxvi. 5.
The Lord put-words into the mouths of
His people, telling them what they were
to say, when they came before Him.
They were to confess their former bond-
age, and then the deliverance He had
wrought out for them.

Ps. cxix. 93— I am Thine, save me.”
Here you have the first confession. God
has given us to Christ. This is fully
acknowledged in John xvii. Then He
claims us on the ground that He has
purchased us by His own precious blood.

The desire of my heart

The whole creation is in departure from
God, and if He was to have us e must
redeem us. This He did. So we are
His by redemption, but not only so, we
are His by regeneration, for we are ‘“ born
of God.”” Hence we have access on the
ground of the blood, but it is by the
Holy Spirit.

V. 125—“T am Thy servant.” The
last verse was as to our place—our stand-
ing’; this is regarding our responsibility.
We are His. So He claims my service.
And, Oh, what an honor to be a serant
of the Lord Jesus Christ—to serve not
ourselves, but Him. No longer to serve
the world, the flesh, and the Devil, but
henceforth to serve Him. whose I am.

V. 141—“T am small and despised.”
Here we have the third confession. We
heard yesterday of the Apostle Paul, who
said, ‘“Though I be nothing.”” How

 many of us feel this smallness? It is

not, how much do I know, or can I say,
but how small am I? Then he says he
is ¢ despised.” Following the T.ord

: Jesus Christ never leads to popularity—
! it leads to being despised, not only by

the world, but by carnal *Christians.
They will despise the one who goes in
for all God’s truth. -

V. 19— I am a stranger in the earth.”
This follows the other. As I follow Him,
I learn that this is not my home, that
this is not my rest; but that I am a
stranger on the earth, as He was before
me. But He does not want us to settle
down, or be like the world; He wants
us a separate, peculiar people unto Him-
self,

V. 63— I am a companion of all thein
that fear Thee.”” Here we have the fifth
confession. If we are strangers, we will
seek out those who are like ourselves.
It does not separate us from all company.
It rather puts us into the best of com-
pany—the company of those who fear
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God. They are to be our companions
forever. So we would say to young
Christians, ‘‘Beware of the company
vou keep; see that you have for com-
panions those who fear God.’” All others
will but defile and hurt you. ¢ Evil
communications corrupt good manners.”’

Bro. D. Oliver closed the meeting by
reading and commenting very briefly
upon Judges xiv. 12—18 and Micah vii. 5.

( To be continued, D. V.)

THE POWER OF THE PEOPLE.

The point of view from which we re-
gard the evident uprising of the working
classes to take upon themselves their
own government is that of prophecy, of
which we are witnessing a most remark-
able fulfillment, and one which more
than ever convinces us, if we needed
convincing, of the genuineness of the
book of Daniel, the inspired accuracy of
the Bible, and the near termination of
the present age.

The image of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream,
whose brightness was excellent and the
form thereof terrible, represented, as we
all know, the Gentile power, ‘“ the times
of the Gentiles,” from the time of the
captivity of Judah to the final consum-
mation of this dispensation in the reign
of the lawless one and the Advent of
the Lord. In a majestic procession the
empires of the world pass before our
view from the golden head gleaming in
the light, to the silver breast, the brass
of the loins and thighs, and the iron of
the legs. Each metal represented a dif-
ferent kind of government: and as each
was inferior to that before it, there can
be no doubt that a gradual deterioration
in the royal prerogative was signified in

language which appeals to universal |

understanding.
In the words of one of the clearest

thinkers and writers on this subject,
‘the Babylonish monarchy was a pure
autocracy ; the Medo-Persian empire was
not an autocracy, but a monarchy de-
pendent upon the support of an heredi-
tary aristocracy; the Government of
Alexander, which came next, was sup-
ported by a military aristocracy of a far
coarser grain than the hereditary nobles
of Persia. The iron rule of the Casars
showed a still further depreciation, for
they were nominally elected by the peo-
ple, and for a long time wore no diadem,
but only the laurel crown of a successful
commander, and they were supposed to
seek the counsel of their senate.’”’ Final-
ly came the irruption of the Northern
barbarians, out of which the kingdoms
of modern Europe were formed, and the
ruin of the Roman empire, and then the
day of popular government and control
began to appear with the iron of despotic
government and control. This is the
clay mixed with iron.

This process has been asserting itself
with increasing force as the centuries
have passed on. The outbreak of the
Reformation in Germany; the remarka-
ble movements which are associated with
the great names of Hampden, Milton,
and Cromwell; the Revolutions which
have rent the French nation as with the
guccessive throes and shocks of earth-
quake—these were successive steps in
the evolution of that new world-spirit
which strives to incorporate iron and
clay, the strength of government by a
few with the weakness of government by
the many, and produces an amalgam
which can not afford a permanent basis
on which the welfare of mankind can
rest.

¢TIt is impossible that governments so
modelled,”’” says Mr. Pember, *‘should
live cohere. Man can not be ruled, and
at the same time be themselves the
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rulers. Such an arrangement may indeed
be, in certain circumstances, the best
palliative during the present age. But
it can be nothing more than a palliative;
there will be no settled rest for the
fevered inhabitants of earth until they
be placed under the sway of an Autocrat
of never-failing wisdom, absolute right-
eousness, and perfect love’’— Christ,
God’s King. ,

The stone hewn out from the moun-
tain without hands, strikes the image on
its feet, from which we are evidently to
infer that the kingdom of God will be
set up on earth when the present system
of dual government has become perfectly
developed. TUp till now there has been
more iron than clay in the government
of modern Europe; but of late years the
clay has been rapidly gaining on the
iron. In France and Germany, Italy
and Austria, the people have come more
and more into prominence. Education,
the vast influence of the press, the intro-
duction of machinery, which places the
results of our civilization within reach
of all, have done much to equalize the
forces which are moulding modern soci-
ety. Already the States are all clay.

The recent elections in Great Britain
are a remarkable evidence of the devel-
opment of the same movement, and
there may be others close at hand.
What may be in the near future we.can
not tell: But it is clear that events are
focussing themselves with marvellous
rapidity on the one Event for which the
whole creation awaits. We are passing
rapidly the last stations which we have
been taught to expect, before we enter
the terminus to which we are travelling.
The government of Man has passed
through all the phases possible to it.
There is no further expedient to be
attempted. All' have been laid in the
balances and found to be wanting. and

now there is nothing left for it but that
the God of Heaven shall “set up a king-
dom which shall never be destroyed, but
it shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for
ever.” )

NOTES OF CONFERENCE AT LON-
DON, ONTARIO.

From Aprll. 15 (Good Friday) to
April 17,

( Concluded from page 117 ).
LORD’S DAY AFTERNOON,

Bro. Douglass read Eph. i. 15—23, and
pointed out that in the Acts of the Apos-
tles Paul seems to be incessantly at
work, while in the Epistles he is inces-
santly at prayer. In nearly all of his
epistles we read of his prayers for the
saints. Now, here we have three things
in the apostle’s prayer: First, ¢ that
they may know the hope of his calling,”
or coming. There is no power calcu-
lated to inspire saints like his coming.
This is mentioned 318 times in the New
Testament, or about one verse in, every
25 speaks of it. May God rivet the
words on our hearts—‘‘He is coming.”
In John iv. the Lord tells His deciples
that He must go away, but says, “I will
come again.”” After His cross, death
and resurrection He led them out to
Bethany and ascended up before their
wondering gaze. The angel’s message
cheer their hearts. ‘‘This same Jesus
which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen Him go into heaven.” That ye
may know the hope of His coming; are
we ready for His coming? How are we
acting towards the world? May we know
our responsibility in the light of His
coming.

Second—*‘ And what the riches of the
glory of his inheritance in the saints.”
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We are His heritage. How very dear
we are to Him. Oh, what we have cost
Him. ¢ Butsome of the ransomed never
knew —How deep were the waters
crossed.”” We are His purchassed pos-
session, and if we realized it how conse-
crated we would be.

Third—¢‘ And what is the exceeding
greatness of His power toward us who
believe?’” Power to overcome the lusts
of the flesh—power for service. ‘‘They
that do know their God shall be strong
and do exploits.”’

Bro. Jno. Smith drew attention to the
gservant in Luke putting the coming of
his master at a distance and beating his
‘fellow-servants. In Peter’s Second Epis-
ple the language of the scoffer is ¢‘ where
is the promise of His coming?’’ While
we may not say these words, do we not
‘sometimes say it by our lives? In I
Cor. i. the apostle thanks God that they
were ‘‘enriched by Him (God) and wait-
ing for the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”” In Thes. i. they were waiting
for His Son fromm heaven. Again in
Rom. viii. we groan within ourselves,
waiting for the adoption or Son-placing.

Now look at some of our blessings
while waiting here. In Deut. xxxiii. 29,
‘‘ Happy art thou, O, Israel.”” Israel in
Egypt knew what groaning was. Inv. 6,
of this chapter we read, ‘‘ Let Reuben
live and not die.”” There is no having
life without enjoying God. In v. 7
Judah’s blessing, ‘‘Let his hands be
sufficient for him, and be thou an help
to him from his enemies.”’ Jacob’s
blessing, too, for Judah was, ¢ thy hand
shall be in the neck of thine enemies.”’
We, too, have enemies to contend against.
V. 8—1. speak of Levi’s blessing. The
secret of his blessing was, ‘‘ he knew not
hig son,’” but used the sword for God.
V. 12, Benjamin’s blessing—a dweller
‘“in safety,” dwelling ‘‘between the

shoulders,’’ and that is where the gov-
ernment is to be, as in Isaiah ix. Then
comes Joseph’s blessing—both by sun-
light and moonlight, by night and day
bearing fruit. Zebulun and Issachar’s
blessed. ““out” and “in’’ at home or
abroad, and ‘‘ they shall call the people
unto the mountain.”” See the meaning
of the mountain in Isaiah ii. 1—3.
‘“They shall suck of the abundance of
the seas.”” Those who live for God will
get some of the ¢ deep things.” ““And
of treasures hid in the sand,” let us dig
for them. In v. 20 God’s blessing—
Courage to execute the judgments of the
Lord. It was men of God who came to
David and ‘‘ whose faces were like the
faces of lions.”” Naphtali possessed the
warm and healthy land. Asher, ‘‘ blessed
with children.” We want children in
the Gospel,‘‘ acceptable to his brethren,”’
and his foot ‘“dipped in oil.”’ ¢ As thy
days so shall thy strength be,”” sunshine
or shade, dark or pleasant, strength for
all his days.

In v. 26, ¢ There is none like unto God,
0, Jeshurun'’ (R. V.) “Underneath
God’s everlasting arms.”’

V.8—¢Israel then shall dwell in safety
alone,” and when he did so he dwelt in
a land .of corn and wine; corn to
strengthen and wine to cheer. He did
not starve. Neither will he who seeks
to live for and enjoy God. ¢ Also his
heavens shall’ drop down dew ’’—fresh
and growing all the time.

Bro. A. Ironside drew attention to the
way God had been speaking to us at
these meetings, and urged that if we had
heard His voice, then let us apply to
ourselves the third verse of John ii.

On the Lord’s Day morning there was
a blessed time at the breaking of bread,
and in the evening a good Gospel meet-
ing. God seemed to come very near to
His people and spoke home to our hearts.
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Saints have been refreshed and strength-
ened. To God be all the praise.
R. M. LAVERY.

WHY SPEAK YE NOT OF JESUS?
Heb. xiii. 7, 8; Luke . 38.

Ye are speaking of the President,
Ye are speaking of the Btates,
Of the battle, of the warrior,
Of the good, and of the great;
Why speek ye not of JESUS?

Ye are speaking of the sunshine,
Ye are speaking of the rain,
Of your flocks and pleasant pastures,
And of the golden grain:
Why speak ye not of JESUS?

Ye are speaking of your children,
" Of kindly hearth and home,
Of loving and loved ones
Who far away must roam:
Why speak ye not of JESUS?

He hatb a Kingly robe and septre,
He hath a royal sway,
And the priceless wreath of victory
That fadeth not away:
Why speak ye not of JEsUs?

He is the Sun of Righteousness,
He sends the Spirit’s rain,
And lovingly He leadeth
To the pastures and the plain:
Why speak ye not of JESUS?

His love is love abiding,
Which never can decay;
Though home and heart, be lonely,
He will not turn away:
" Then speak to me of JEsUs!

Ye are speaking of the kingdom,
Ye are speaking clear and calm,
Of the home of many mansions,
Of harp, and song, and palm:
But do ye speak of JESUS?

Ye are speaking ot the country,
And of its blessings great, '
And of its banners militant,
And of its future state:
, But do ye speak of JEsus?

Ye are speaking to the sinner,
Ye tell him of his loss,
Ye do not shrink from telling
Your own continuous cross:
Yet do ye speak of JRSUS?

Are ye speaking by the Spirit
In glance, and thought and word,
And by the quiet wisdom
Which cometh from the Lord ?
Thus speak to me of JESUS!

Now listen, O, my brethren!
And listen, sisters mine,
Go on and scatter freely
Each seed of truth divine:
And ever speak of JESUS!
But go, continuing daily
To live by blessed faith;—
You'll speak of Him most surely,
By likeness to Himself:
Thus truly speak of JESUs!

THE ACCUSER CAST DOWN.

Sir:—I trust that my only object is
not to sustain a theory, but to endeavor
to add something to the knowledge of
the Lord’s people which may be a help
and comfort to them in this present evil
day. The great conflict between Good -
and Evil, Light and Darkness, God and
Satan, still continues.” There is no sign
of flagging on the side of Satan and his
hosts, while on the part of the Living
God the saying of His Servant still
holds good, ¢ My Father worketh hith-
erto, and I work.”” Nay, as the time of
the end draws nigh, the awful struggle
seems the rather to increase in its deadly
intensity. The Bible as a whole is a
history of this great war—i. e., of so
much of it as immediately concerns
man, over whom and because of whom
the thickest of the fight occurs. “The
devil sinneth from the beginning’’ (I John
iii. 8). ‘“In the beginning was the Word ”’
(John i. 1). Who shall say, then, at
what period in the depths of eternity
the strife began, when this mighty angel
first dared to lift himself up against the
Everlasting Father, and fell from his
first estate? Who can know the first
phases of that strife, or observe the
development of that pride which refused

| submission and provoked condemnation ?
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The serpent of Genesis, the red dragon
or fiery serpent of the Revelation, is
first introduced to us as the enemy of
God and the adversary and deceiver of
man in the Garden of Eden. As to the
cause of his special enmity against man
it is not possible to enter, my object
being merely to give a brief general out-
line of the teaching of the Scriptures on
this subject—such teaching as may help
a little perhaps to elucidate the ideas
which have already been brought before
us, and enable all to compare them with
the Word of God. The Eden scene then
is the first open act of hostility against
God and His chosen creature man, with
which we are acquainted. Trace the
progress of the fight all through the
Scriptures, and we find that all hinges
on that first breach of the peace. Satan
is there found on earth, but it is plain
that at that time he and his hosts were
not cast out from heaven, or shut out

from access to the presence of the Lord..

Whatever form the conflict had so far
agssumed—and there must have been a
conflict—the Almighty God, who could
have swept him and his angels away by
a breath, proved to be a God long-suffer-
ing and plenteous in mercy, giving the
rebels a space for repentance and sub-
misgion. The book of Job still shows
Satan in heaven able to present himself
before God. In Zechariah he still main-
tains the same position and the same
attitude of hostility towards the Lord’s
people. His accusations appear to be
the result of his inability to understand
the nature of repentance towards God.
Unable to repent himself, he can not
conceive of that humility of spirit before
an outraged Creator in man. Man’s
rebellion and sin he quite understands;
nay, it is a portion of his own pride
instilled into man’s nature; but that he
should be sorry towards God for his sin is

‘righteousness and His saints.

beyond him. It is gall and wormwood to
him to see a sinful man accepted by God
for a reason beyond his comprehension—
a man whom he can accuse—and rightly,
too—of rebellion and sin, and himself be
shut out and treated as an enemy!

Nor could be at that time (if now
altogether?) understand how God could
be just and yet the justifier of the repent-
ant sinner, the true sacrifice for sins not
then having been offered. His accusa-
tions take two forms: First, he practi-
cally accuses God of partiality, making
Him out to be a respecter of persons;
secondly, he accuses man of transgres-
sion and sin, putting down any improve-
ment in his conduct as the result of
mercenary motives. ‘‘Doth Job serve.
God for nought??’ In Ps, viii. the mouth
of the enemy and. the avenger is still
unstopped. Something has still to be
done, and that by weak Enosh-man—a
babe, a suckling is to become the arm of
Jehovah, and by his strength is to still
the enemy. ‘‘Out of the mouth of babes
and sucklings hast thou established
strength because of thine adversaries,
that thou mightest still the enemy and
the avenger.”’

Roaming apparently at will over the
universe, earth, the heavenly places, yea,
even heaven itself is visited by him and
by his angels in his desperate enmity
against the Holy One and His saints.
Tempting and yet defying the lightning
vengeance of the Almighty, he dares to
presume to enter His very presence, and
there fulminate his charges against His
““The
God of patience’’ waits, the hour is not
yet come for the display of His right-
eousness in passing over the sins of His
people Israel in times past (Rom. iii. 25),
and in receiving into the abodes of the
blessed ‘‘the spirits of just men made
perfect.”’
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Mr. G. F. Trench’s premise, ‘‘ that in
no sphere of the universe can Christ,
the Champion of the saints, and Satan,
His and their adversary, remain in
power together,”’” appears from Scripture
to be true; indeed; it is not conceivable
that it should be otherwise. Many ap-
pear to have fallen into a strange error
in supposing that Christ and Satan reign
now in the world together. The Scrip-
ture and the Lord’s words teach us that
He is at present the rejected King, and

that the few who own Him as King are |

¢ Adullamites,”” who are rejected with
Him. The usurper Satan is the god of
this age, and had the audacity to lay
claim to all the kingdoms of this world
and the glory of them, even to the right-
ful King himself. The Scriptures teach
us that Satan and his hosts of wicked
spirits range over the earth at will,
‘“ walking about seeking whom he may
devour,” inhabiting as their sphere the
‘‘ heavenly places,”” the upper air which
surrounds the earth.

It has been stated that Satan has now
ceased to be the accuser of the brethren.
But is this so? All that we can say with
certainty is that he is not permitted any
longér to accuse them before God in
heaven. For where Satan once stood
day and night as the Accuser, there the
Great High Priest, who put away sin by
his perfect sacrifice, now sits, appearing
before the face of God for us (Heb. ix.
24). So that we have an Advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One.

The moment He presented Himself

there, the Man who alone among men
had glorified God on earth, and finished
the work He gave Him to do—the Man
who refused to be seduced by the adver-
sary, who trusted in God at all times,
who, without spot or taint of sin Him-
self, yet took the sinner’s place and paid

the full penalty demanded by the law of
a Holy and Just God, who as the Federal
Head of the many sinners, suffered the
One for the many, the Just for the un-
just—from that moment Satan’s work has
had to change. He had his answer in full.
Christ had died, nay, rather He had
risen again, yea, even to the right hand
of God, the place of highest favor and
power. Thus He who was manifested in
the flesh, and justified in the spirit, was
also ‘““seen of angels.” Not-a mere
statement of fact, but an announcement
of deepest significance. The holy angels,
who had viewed with intense interest
and curiosity his marvellous career on
earth as man, unable apparently to un-
derstand the meaning of the sufferings
of the Christ (I Pet. i, 12), unable possi-
bly also to understand how God could
be just and yet the justifier of sinners,
unable consequently to answer com-
pletely the taunts of the accuser, now
beheld the justified Man at God’s right
right hand, and see something of the
exceeding riches of his grace in his
kindness towards a world of sinners,
and marvel at the wisdom and pradence

: displayed in dealing with such a matter.

The rebellious angels, headed by Satan,
on the other hand, see with dismay the
Man whom the adversary had caused to
be taken and slain as an evil-doer now
raised from the dead, triumphant, vic-
torious, justified, inatalled in the seat of
highest honor—his work finished and
accepted by God, his presence there an
answer in full to all the accuser’s taunts
and charges. Now Satan falls like light-
ning from heaven, but still full of rage
and enmity against man, occupies the
‘“ heavenly places,” the upper regions of
the air surrounding this earth, the habi-
tation of man, thence to carry out his
devilish work.

Has he ceased to accuse the saints? Cer-
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tainly not. We know that he has ceased
to do so before God as before, but expe-
rience forbids one to think that he has
ceased to hiss and whisper his accusa-
tions in the ears of God’s people. Nor
is it improbable that the words of the
accuser are still heard and marked by
that God who hears from heaven, his
dwelling place, the feeblest cry of His
creatures.
vocate is an answer in full to every
charge made, whether it be made of sins
committed before conversion, or the fail-
ures, inconsistencies, and, even worse, of
his poor, feeble, erring children. Every
accusation falls dead, for the eyes of God
rest on Christ. But why does Satan
continue these accusations? Why, one
reason is that he appears to be so often
successful. He is unable to understand
the nature of repentance or grace, and,
moreover, appears to be unable to dis-
tinguish between the true and the false
professor, After his success with Judas
(‘*Satan entered into him ’’), one of the
twelve chosen ones, why should he de-
spair of any? Peter himself he thought
to have captured — what accusations
must have gone up to God as to his lying
and swearing. But Peter escapes; he
has an intercessor: ‘“I have prayed for
thee.” So the real question is now
whether Satan accuses truly or not. To
the child of God, who has been redeemed
with the precious blood of Christ from
all iniquity, and who has an Advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ, the
Righteous One, Satan’s accusations are
nothing—powerless to disturb, powerless
to cause a moment’s uneasiness—pro-
vided he keeps his eye on the Righteeus
Advocate. “If any man sin.”” Sin is
an awful thing, never so awful as when
exhibited by one of the children of the
Holy Father. Though Satan’s accusa-
tions should not cause us a moment’s

But the presence of the Ad-.

uneasiness, no amount of sorrow can be
too deep before the gracious Father for
those who transgress His command-
ments.

Satan at present is the prince of the
power of the air, the god of this age, the
spirit who worketh in the sons of dis-
obedience. In fact he occupies the posi-
tion and usurps the power which right-
fully belongs to King Jesus. To Him
Jehovah has said, ‘‘Sit down at my
right hand until I make Thine enemies
Thy footstool.”” The Lord cometh ; first,
He descends into the air and takes pos-
session there. Cometh with Archangel’s
shout—the shout of the war captain and
the trump of God. Is it conceivable that
Satan and his hosts will still maintain
possession of ‘‘the heavenlies’’? Nay,
there is no room for Christ and His own
whom He calls up to meet their Lord
in the air. Satan is cast out. Earth
henceforth must be his habitation. Ac-
cordingly, we find a great increase of
Satan’s activity on earth just before the
manifestation of Christ with all His
saints. Rev. ix. foretells the fall of a
star from heaven to earth in those days,
followed by the opening of the abyss
and the liberation of increased hosts of
malignant spirits, the multiplication of
woes and calamities of all kinds among
men, 80 that in those days men shall
seek death rather than life. And all
these evil spirits have as King over them
the angel of the abyss, Apollyon- the
Destroyer. :

But Satan’s time is short. Soon the
heaven is opened, and the ‘¢ Faithful and
True’ one, whose name is called ‘ The
Word of God,”’ descends to the earth as
“King of kings and Lord of lords”
(Rev. xix). Again the faithless one and
the liar, the contemner of the Word of
God, the false kipg, is thrust out-and
down—no room for both in one sphere
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—down into the abyss for the thousand
years of Christ’s reign on earth.

After that he must be loosed for a
little season. Can it be that the patient

and long-suffering God desires men to-

see whether the awful prison discipline of
the abyss has caused any sign of repent-
ance in his rebellious angel? If so, such
an expectation is speedily dispelled. He
goes at once to his old work of deception
of the nations and war against the saints.
His case is beyond remedy, and he is
cast for ever into the lake of fire. Thus
the long strife is closed. Truth has tri-
umphed over falsehood, light over dark-
ness, boliness over sin, life over death,
God over Satan.—Amen.—=Sel.

WORK AND WORKERS.
. China—Copy Letter.

Kue KiaNG; June 24, 1892,
Dear Sisters in Christ:—

1 wish to acknowledge receipt of . . .
Boston Sisters. Praise the Lord that
‘““we who were dead in trespasses and
sins, and by nature the children of wrath,
even as others,”” have been *‘quick-
ened together with Christ,”” through
the rich mercy of God, ‘‘in whom also
we are builded together for an habitation
of God through the spirit.”” Also “we
being many are one body in Christ, and
every one members of another.”” And
God hath set the members, every. one of
them, in the body, as it hath pleased
Him. ‘The eye can not say unto the
hand, I have no need of thee; nor again
the head to the feet, I have no need of
thee.”” Blessed truth, all of us in Christ
are inseparably bound together, and
while the character of the ministry may
differ, if only performed unto the Lord
Himself, it is equally acceptable, whether
much or little, valuable or of little worth,
according to man’s thoughts.

OUR RECORD.

May we only have grace each one to
sow abundantly (see II Cor. ix. 6—T),
for our opportunities will soon be past.
Jesus says (Acts xx. 33), “It is more
blessed to give than to receive.” All
that we give, whether it be money, time,
labor—things dear to us—are ‘‘ treasuney
in heaven,”’” which the Lord counsels yg
to layv up for ourselves. All we receive
is a respensibility laid upon us that we
rightly use what the Lord has given.

May ‘God lead us, His children, to
fully enter into His thoughts on this
subject, that our treasure be large in
heaven.

The ministry of women to the person
of Christ when he was here on earth
forms a very pleasing feature in the
Sacred Record, although some of it was
of a very lowly and flesh-humbling
character; and I doubt not that the
example of those who thus immortalized
themselves will be found to have been
followed by many godly, though retiring,
sisters in the day when the counsels of
the hearts shall be made manifest and
the secret service openly rewarded. It
is truly refreshing to us out here, removed
from the immediate personal fellowship
of those we have been used to meet,
to find- ourselves thus remembered ; we
trust not only by the gift, but also in
prayer. Satan.is just as ‘‘ wily,”” the
flesh as unprofitable, and the world as
luring to the natural heart as elsewhere.
It comes in here in new and subtle forms,
but is only the more deceiving.

. Here is a field for sisters called of God
to work, to labor in this land. It is a
field fraught with difficulties, and, I
believe, a hopeful field for those whose
hearts can truly sympathize with a
down-trodden, despised class, and. can
enter into God’s thoughts concerning
them, and avoid playing the ‘‘role” of
philanthropists. -
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When you consider that the equivalent
of five or six cents each per day would
be a boon to many poor, pinched widows
that would suffice to provide them with
food and clothes, and that for such an
amount hundreds would exchange their
-t egent pitiable worldly lot, the need of

voiding the above snare is obvious.

Sisters, pray for us.

Your brother by grace,
J. L. Dupr.

Copy of Dr. Case’s Letter from
China.

Wer-Ha1-wEr, August 3, 1892.
My Dear Mr. Ross:—

The June number of Our RECORD
duly came to hand. I trust that God is
_giving you strength for your Gospel tent
campaign in Portland, and that you are
seeing some clear-cut conversions. You
are now so far west that if you were a
few years younger I should look for you
to keep coming westward till you were
with us in ¢ the far east.”” But whether
here or there, our business is the same—
to strive earnestly to be well-pleasing

unto Him, whose we are and whom we

seek to serve. I was glad ‘to see that
Bro. Harcus was with you, though sorry
for the reason which led him to take the
journey. I hope that ere this he is
much stronger. .

It is a little more than a year since I
left England for this land, and in that
timé I bave experienced much—very
much—of the goodness of God. If we
had a real hold of Jehovah’s goodness,
wisdom and power, we could never for a
moment mistrust or repine. A year or
two ago our venerable Bro. Chapman
was visiting in a Christian family. He
asked some of the children if they could
spell disappointment without a ‘“d.”
Of course they could not. But said he,

“I can.” And he began—* H-i-s-a-p-
p-o-i-n-t-m-e-n-t ’—which simply reads
His AppoINTMENT. I am trying to learn
that way of spelling it, though it is not
8o easy as it looks.

You ‘may notice from the above that.I
am in a new place. It is more than two
months since Mr. Dawson and I, with
our Chinese teacher, came here. The
place was wholly unoccupied as to any
one telling of God’s remedy for sin. We
have our preaching room open daily and
good numbers continue to.come to listen
to the preaching. Several appear to be
quite interested. We pray that they
may be led on, and soon make it evideat
that they are ‘‘born again.” I have
been thankful to have been able to speak
a little in these meetings from the first,
and shall seek to keep it up. - But there
is considerably more work before me ere
I shall be familiar enough with the lan-
guage to readily speak and understand.
what they say.

Of course the people have to be taught
everything. They are awfully ignorant
of all spiritual truths and of most other
things. Our preaching room is called
the Kiang-shii-t’ang. That is, the preach-
book hall. - What book we preach I need
not say. One can only judge of the
influences of the Word of God, even in
national life, when they come to a land
where it is wholly unknown.

There is a large number of . soldiers
and sailors here. A good many of the
soldiers from time to time come to the
meetings. One of them is much inter-
ested, and in_the last few weeks he has
heard and read a good deal about the
truths of God. But they take in so
little at first. A short time ago he was
asked, ““ Who is the Devil?”’ His an-
swer was, ‘‘ Moses.”” With them it must
be line upon line, here a little, there a
little; and yet we are thankful for this
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man, for he seems very sincere and earn-
est. But time alone can prove if he is
‘‘a good ground ’’ hearer.

At the end of a month Mr. Dawson
returned to Hih-tao, and Mr. Stephen
came here; but I am sorry to say after
about a fortnight Mr. Stephen was called
back to Hih-tao through sickness in his
family. After a week or so Mr. Dawson
again came along to help in the work,
for which we are thankful. Wei-hai is
by road a day and a half from Hih-tao,
from Che-foo and from Ning-hai. And
these are the nearest places where Gos-
pel work is carried on.. So you see the
field is not a small one. After a little
we expect to have a free dispensary open
daily, and while attending to their bod-
ily ills we shall seek not to forget the
infinitely deeper needs of the soul, for
that is the pre-eminent reason for our
being here. And in due time we hope
to have a small hospital, where the more
serious cases can be dealt with. Yet in
all these matters we wish to move slowly
and only act as God leads the way.

Just across the bay there is a small
island; this is really the naval center,
There are a few foreigners engaged by
the Chinese authorities who mostly live
there. I do not know if any of them
are true Christians, for we have not yet
met with any of them. There is a good
number of Chinese there, and after a
time Mr. Dawson hopes to rent a place
and move there to live, giving himself
mostly to Gospel work there.

The place we preach in was a shop,
and we are living on the premises be-
hind. Lately the weather has been try-
ing. It keeps hot at night as well as
day. That prevents our sleeping well.
But I suppose a couple of months or so
will change this.

Please continue to bear us up in

prayer. With love in Christ to you both

and to others with you who call on the
Lord out of a true heart,
Yours waiting for His coming,
J. NorMAN CasE.

II Thes. iii. 5.

Copy Letter From Dr. Case to G. O.
Benner.
‘WEI-HAI-WEI, June 27, 1892.
My Dear Brother in Christ:—

Your welcome letter of May 5 duly
reached me here a few days since. I
was right glad to hear of yourself and
God’s in the old Orillia district. I was
sorry, dear brother, to hear of your great
gorrow in connection with Mrs. Benner’s
illness, but I am sure it is such a sorrow
a8 outsiders can scarcely enter into—one
of those cases in which the heart knows
its own bitterness : and yet at such a time
how sweet must be the knowledge of the
perfect humanity of our Lord Jesus
Christ, thus giving the capacity of weep-
ing with all His own sorrowing and sui-
fering ones in this world. To His con-
tinued sympathy and blessing I can but
commend you. In all these dealings
may you still be able to say, ‘“ Thou are
good and doest good.” *‘‘ He doeth all
things well.”’

You will see from the above that I am
at a new place. Mr. Dawson and I,
with our Chinese teacher, came here
and commenced work abont three weeks
ago. We have had preaching every day
and crowds of men have dropped in to
listen to ¢ the foreigners’ doctrine,’”’ as
they speak of it. A few have seemed
really interested. The other morning
our teacher, who is a Christian and
preacher, was dilating on the glories and
joys of heaven; two or three broke in
with ‘“Can we get-there?’” When as-
surred that they might if forgiven
through Christ, they again said, ‘‘ And
can our wives and children go there as
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well?’”  And they were assured that
they might. Here as elsewhere people
want to ‘‘go. to heaven when they die,”
but to be saved from sin now and here,
in God’s time and way—well, that is a
different matter. And yet we trust in
““ the due time,’’ under earnest and pow-
erful preaching some shall pass from
darkness to light, from the power of sin
unto God. Since being here I have
spoken about four times a week, and I
hope to be able to keep this up, and after
a2 time increase it, though I do not need

long to say, not all that I would say, but !

all that I can say of anything like fresh
matter, each time. Mr. Dawson has
been in the country some months longer
and his addresses are more frequent and
longer. Besides, in a few days he ex-
pects to return to his wife and child,
they being still at Hib-tao. Next month
1 am looking forward to having Mr.
Stephen with me. His knowledge of the
language and experience with the people
will, we hope, be a great help in the
work.

I shall probably stay on here and
make this my center of labor. It seems
the most suitable, unoccupied place for
medical missionary in the district. There
are three places here besides several vil-
lages—first, a small walled-in city; sec-
ond, the Moe-teo, where the shipping is
done. This is a morally low place, and
it is where at present we have our preach-
ing room and live on the premises be-
hind; the preaching room is really a
shop, or store. And then above, a mile
across, is an island where there is both
a military and naval center, but outside
the soldiers and sailors, I judge, in these
places there is a population of from 4,000
to 16,000, so you see we have quite a
field of labor. The soldiers and sailors
are very poorly supplied with medicines
and attendance in their sickness. We

hope soon to have a dispensary opened
daily, and in due time, as God shall
guide and provide, we desire to have a
small hospital open. For the latter I
fear we shall find it difficult to procure
suitable premises, but, as'we believe the
work is the T.ord’s, these and other mat-
ters we must look to Him for guidance
in. And I am sure that you and others
will continue to remember us at the
throne of grace. And there will be the
need of other men and women of God to
come forth and labor in this section of
dark, sinful China.

Mr. Dawson next year expects to take
a house on the island and give himself
mostly to preaching the Gospel there.

I must now close, though there is
much more I might say. With love in
our risen and quickly coming Lord to
yourself and all His own around you,

Yours saved to serve,
J. NorMAN CASE.

P. S.—1I hear there are a few foreign-
ers here (mostly on the island) as naval
instructors, etc. As yet we have seen

i none of them. I do not know that their

presence will make our work any easier.
J.N.C.

[Dr. Case, in answer to an inquiry,
answers, ‘‘ The most convenient way for
us to receive money is by means of a
cheque. This we can get changed at Che-
foo. Canadian or United States Dbills
would be difficult to change, and a post-
office order would have to be returned to
Shanghai.’’ We deem it necessary for
guidance to give this information.—Eb.]

Californla—QOakland.

The Christians’ First Annual Confer-
ence will, D. V., take place in their hall,
No. 475 Sixth street, near Broadway, ag
follows:

A preliminary prayer meeting will be
held on Wednesday evening, Oct. 5, at
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7:30 o’clock. On Thursday, Friday and
Saturday following the meetings will be
for prayer and ministry of God’s Word,
at 10 A. M., 2:30 P. M. and 7:45 P. M.

On Lord’s Day the morning meeting
will be held at 11 A. M., for the Lord’s
Supper, as is wont, and the afternoon
and evening meetings will be for prayer
and the ministry of the Word, at 3:30
and 7:45. It is expected Gospel work
will be kept up after the Conference for
two weeks.
. Christians are invited to be present
and avail themselves of the first Chris-
tian conference in Oakland. Will the
saints of God kindly pray for these
meetings, that God in grace may be
present.

Such gatherings are usually a source
of much blessing to Christians. Let the
Lord’s people look up with expectation.

1300 SEvENTH ST., l
OAKLAND, Car.,
Ang 23, 1892. )

Dear Brother Ross:—

We are just after four weeks’ special
Evangelistic meetings, held every night,
except Saturdays, on the streets and in
2 hall which we rentgd for that purpose,
Bro. Montgomery and some other breth-
ren from San Francisco assisting us. A
number of souls have been blessed and
built up, and some who were waiting
and wavering have been led to decision
and confirmation (not by the laying on
of handg of the bishop, but simply by
the preaching of the Gospel of the grace
of God through the power of the Holy
Spirit). Hence we had three baptisms in

Alameda last Lord’s Day, and will have |

some more next Lord’s Day if the Lord
will. T am truly thankful to say that

our prospects in Oakland are very en- :

couraging. Sweet, blessed harmony
among God’s dear people, gathered to

the Precious Name, and the dear breth-

ren and sisters, associated with Bro.

Grant, are with us in heart and soul in

everything except the breaking of bread.

Truly yours in our Lord Jesus Christ,
A. W, MITCHELL,

Californla—San Francisco.

The 1892 Annual Conference will, D.
V., take place in the Gospel Hall, 826
Howard street, as usnal.

The Wednesday evening meeting, Oct.
26, will, D. V., be devoted to prayer
specially for God’s blessings on the sub-
sequent meetings. .

On Thursday, Friday and Saturday
following the meetings will be at 10
A. M., 2:30 and 7:30 P. M,, for prayer
and ministry of God’s Word.

On Lord’s Day the meetings will be

! at the ordinary hours and for the same

purpose as the previous meetings, ex-
cepting that the morning meetings will
be for the ‘‘ breaking of bread’ by the
Lord’s people, as usual.

In the past years these Annual confer-
ence meetings have been a source of
much blessing and joy to the people of
God, and the prayers of the Lord’s peo-
ple are requested that these forthcoming
meetings may be still more blessed.
This is deeply needed, as the trend of the
professors is one year nearer the total
corruption, which will cause God. to
spew all of it out of His mouth, than at
last conference meetings. More heaven-
liness and less earthliness is much re-
quired. Pray for these meetings.

Portland, Oregon.
We have just finished our tent work
(Sept. 19) for this season in this city. In

! three locations for four months, the tent

shielded us while preaching Christ, and
with thankfulness to God we acknowl-
edge our indebtedness to Him in giving
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us such privileges. We bave had many
precious and good meetings. The word
sometimes was with power and in bless-
ing.

The tent is stowed away carefully,
awaiting the preachers of next summer,
if there be such sent of God, at begin-
ning of June, 1893.

A hall is now rented for Gospel work
and for Bible and prayer meetings. It
is called the ¢ Gospel Hall,” situated at
No. 17115 Second street, between Yam-
hill and Morrison streets, one stair up.
It is quite central, and on the whole
more convenient than anything we ever
expected to secure in Portland. It is the
first of its kind in this city.

We ask the Lord’s dear people to pray
for the work. Most of our readers have
no idea of the difficulties arising from
breaking up new ground on the North-
Western Pacific Coast, where the Devil
has had most of the things his own way
and to his plans and specifications.
There are a few—a very few—with us in
heart and soul, but He who said, “I

- am with you,” has not left us yet.
Now that the Cholera is in the country

will the Lord’s dear people ask earnestly |

in prayer that the Cholera ¢ scare ’’ may
by the Great God be over ruled to awaken
the people from their deep sleep in
worldliness to ask themselves the ques-
tion, ¢ What profiteth it a man should
he gain the whole world and lose his
own soul?’”’  Brethren, pray for us.

W. L. Faulknor.

In a letter dated Aug. 6, Kenmore,
South Kerry, Ireland, Wm. L. Faulknor,
the returned invalid missionary from
Africa, says: ‘‘ Thank God I am improv-
ing in health, so that I can now walk a
mile easily by taking my time and using
a staff. Still T need to be careful and
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not overdo myself, I go, D. V., to a
place near Scarboro, on the east coast of
England, to meet Mr. and Mrs. Arnot
and C. A. Swan in the latter part of this
month. Bro. Swan proposes, D. V.,
being married about Oct. 1, to Miss
Davis, who went to Africa with Mrs. F.
Morris (whose husband died), and hopes
to return to Africa about Oct. 21. Some
others will likely accompany Mr. and
Mrs. Swan.” '

He expects by and by to cross the
Atlantic and visit the meetings of the
United States and Canada.

Chicago.

The Yearly Conference of Christians
will, D. V., be held as usual at the com-
ing *Thanksgiving,” viz., on the last
i Thursday of November. It is very de-
sirable that the Lord’s dear people may
make these coming meetings a business
at the throne of grace, In past years
God has been pleased to glorify His own
name at these never -to-be -forgotten
meetings, and many can never forget
them. . Particulars in our next. '

Englewood, Ill.

The meetings in®the Gospel tent here
conducted by C. W. Ross, have been
well attended and good.

Collingwood, Ont.
i Sept. 8, 1892,
Bro. Halyburton says: ‘‘ We are about
i to bring our Gospel tent meetings liere
! to an end, and are looking out for a hall
| to continue the meetings in it. Also we
' hope to gather together a few of the
| Lord’s dear people to break bread in it.
{ Some of these Christians are' newly
| saved and some who were saved before
| have been stirred up since the meetings
began.”



160

OUR RECORD.

Kansas City.

The Kansas City Conference will not
be held in an encampment, as was in-
tended, but in a fine large hall.

"Becher P. O., Ont.
) Aug. 15, 1892.

Dear Brother Ross:— )

Am sending you a few lines in the
worthy name of the Lord Jesus, trusting
they will find you well and happy in the
Lord, and sustained by His grace in
your labors for Him on the Pacific Coast.
Bro. Hicks and myself have been labor-
ing in the Forest tent in these districts all
summer. We pitched the tent first in a
place called Thornyhurst, about five
miles from here; had four weeks meet-
ings there. Meetings were well attended
all through, and although not much
seemingly was done, yet the seed was
sown and we believe ‘‘some’ were
saved by grace. We came to Becher a
week ago. Meetings were held near
here in the spring, just after the death
of our brother, Mr. George Munro, by
our brethren Kernohan, McFayden and
myself. Some were saved at these meet-
ings, and some of the Lord’s people
around were spoken' to about baptism
and gathering to the Name of the Lord
Jesus. Since we commenced again with
the meetings here they have been well at-
tended, and we trust to see more saved.
One has been saved already, and some
are ready to be baptized and take their
place at the Lord’s table; thus we hope
to see a testimony raised to the name of
the Lord Jesus. Have been thinking
several times since coming here of what
is recorded concerning the death of Sam-
son in’ Judges xvi. 30—‘So the dead
which he slew at his death were more
than they which he slew in his life.”
As for us, we know if the Lord had not

taken our departed brother home to be
with- Himself, no meetinge would have
been begun and carried on here. Thus
his death has been the means of bring-
ing life to some who were ‘‘ dead in tres-
passes and sins,”” and in leading others
of the Lord’s people to more fully glorify
His name by a return from the ways of
men to walk in the ways of the Lord.
With love in the Lord Jesus,
G. T. Hicks,
RoBEerT J. Dickson.

Results.

Tent season is over once more. There
were bleszings more or less everywhere,
yet we can not close our eyes to the truth
that the results are much less appar-
ent than would be seen 10 or 12 years
ago after similar efforts and labors. The
pulpit ministrations are far more corrupt
now than ever before, and the people are
much further away from the truth than
they were a few years back. Infidelity,
led and encouraged by the so-called min-
isters, has a stronger hold on society now -
than ever before in this country, and
Seventh-Day Adventism because of its
materialism is flourishing. Christian
reader, now is your time to speak the
truth and live it out.

Fell Asleep.

The wife of Evangelist Geo. Benner,
Orillia, departed to be with Christ on
the eighteenth of April, 1892, after 12
months illness. To her the change is a
positive gain. :

In response to a telegram Bro. John
Smith went from Stratford for the funeral
and gave a stirring word on the coming
of the Lord for the sleeping and living
saints. Saints from 10 assemblies gath-
ered to the funeral.
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OLD TESTAMENT CHARACTERS.
Adam and Eve—Gen. 11, IIl.

BY J. R. C,

An important point occurs in connec-
tion with the creation of man, in Gen.
ii. 7, where we read that ‘ the Lord God
formed man out of the dust of the
ground ’—that refers to his body—*‘ and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and man became a living soul.”
The word here rendered ‘‘breath” in
every passage where it occurs refers only
to man; no such action took place with
the animals which God formed. There
is thus a distinct action on the part of
God and a distinct word used in the
creation of man. This word breath, or
in Hebrew N’shamah, occurs also in
Gen. vii. 21, 22. “ And all flesh died

both of fowl and of cattle and
of beast, and every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth.” These words
refer to the lower ‘creation, but what
follows only refers to man—*‘ And every
man, all in whose nostrils is the breath,
or N’shamah, of life died.”
The same word in another form occurs
in Deut. xx. 10—16, ‘“ Thou shalt save
alive nothing that breatheth,”” referring
only to the inhabitants of Canaan. It
occurs again in Josh. x. 40, ¢ So Joshua
latterly destroyed all the country of the
hills and all their kings; he
left none that breathed.”” And
again in Josh. xi. 11, which passage
affords proof positive that the word

N’shamah applies only to man, for
whilst in verse 11 it is written ‘‘they
left not any to breathe’’—the word
N’shamah being here used—it is further
stated in verse 1+ ¢‘the cattle the chil-
dren of Israel took for a prey unto them-
selves, but every man they smote with
the edge of the sword.”” We see from
these scriptures the importance of this
word which God uses in connection with
the creation of man. He was altogether
a higher order of being; his life was
derived from the very breath of God.
He was created after the image of God;
His likeness was stamped upon him.
I have called attention to this point be-
cause there are so many subtle lies and
errors of Satan abroad at the present
day. Some scientific teachers would have
us to believe that man is only a superior
kind of animal; that he has no essen-
tially different existence. If you read
the scriptures carefully you can not fail
to observe the important distinetion that
God has made between Mn®d the lower
creation. When God created Adam and
Eve He put them in the place of author-
ity and rule; He gave them dominion
over the whole earth. God indicated the
place of authority given to man over
this~ earth by bringing ‘‘every living
creature to Adam to see what he would
call them ; and whatsoever name Adam
called them that was the name thereof.”

When God created man He placed
him in the Garden of Eden to dress and
to keep it. He never intended any of
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His creatures to be idle. Neither did
God intend man to earn his bread by
the sweat of his brow. That was the
result of the fall.

Thus we see man as he came from God
in perfect innocence, not knowing the
distinction between good and evil, every
thing around him in perfect harmony
with his being. *‘‘God rested from all
His work which He had created and
made.”” He was delighted with the
works of His hand ; He said, ‘It is very
good.” Beautiful type of the rest which
God has in His Son and in His new cre-
ation redemption —work wrought by
Him through His death upon the cross.
We shall find as we consider the next
chapter how sin came in and broke
God’s rest. Therefore Jesus says in
John v. 17, *“ My Father worketh hith-
erto, and I work.” It has been said
‘¢ God rested in the first creation because
it was good, and He rests in Christ
because He is good.”’

THE FALL OF MAN.

Chapter i. I—We need not expect to
understand all the mysteries of God’s
revelation, If fhere was nothing in it
beyond our comprehension we would be
apt to conclude that it was not from
God. We can not explain why and how
the serpent was used in tempting Eve.
This muchgwegknow that throughout
scripture the serpent represents Satan.
He is called, in Rev. xii. 9, ¢ That old
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan.”
He is also called * the dragon’’ in xx. 2.

The serpent said unto the woman,
‘“ Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat
of every tree of the garden?” (v. 1).
This is Satan’s way. He assails the
children of God with questions, sugges-
tions and insinaations concerning the
love and faithfulness of God. Let us be
on our guard against all those subtle

evils by which he seeks to act upon our
poor, unbelieving hearts.

V. 2—4—Now he has got the woman
to enter into conversation with him. As
he finds she listens to him, he becomes
bolder and flatly contradicts God, insin-
uating a want of love on the part of
God in not allowing them to eat of the
tree.

V. 5—6—Not a word here about sub-
jection to her husband. What more fit
and proper than to consult him before
taking such a step as this. She failed
to do 8o, yielded to Satan’s temptation
and fell. Let us learn a lesson from
this. How often-we act without consult-
ing God; how often the church acts
without consulting Christ; and how
often a woman acts without asking the
counsel of her husband. The result can
only be weakness, sin and sorrow. Thus
we see fundamental lessons taught us as
to God’s social order at the commence-
ment of the very first book in the Bible.

V. 6—*She took of the fruit thereof
and did eat, and gave also to her hus-
band with her, and he did eat.” In
I Tim. ii. 13, 14 we get further light on
this subject. Here the apostle inculcates
subjection on the part of the woman to
the man upon two grounds. The first is
given in v. 13, viz,, “ Adam was first
formed, then Eve.”” . The second, ‘‘Adam
was not deceived, but the woman being
deceived was in the transgression.”’ The
one is connected with the creation, and
the other with the fall. The woman was
in the place of subjection because she
was formed second ; sin having entered,
she is still more in the place of subjec-
tion. Adam knew what he was doing
when he took the fruit from his wiie;
he chose to fall with her. If Satan does
not succeed in tempting us to disobey
God alone, he will try to do so through
persons or things we love. Let us be-
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ware of our affections leading us away
from God. Itis a terrible thing for the
heart to be set upon an object” and
through love to that object to be led
away from allegiance to Christ. Adam
was drawn away from the place of sub-
jection to God by affection to his wife.
The two were involved in the sin—*‘she
gave to her husband and he did eat.”
Mark the different stages of this sin—
first she listened to the serpent, then she
looked on the tree, next she desired it,
and then she took of the fruit and gave
to her husband and he did eat. That is
the course that sin takes. First we listen
to the evil suggestion of the Tempter,
then we look at the object which he sets
before us, then as we look the desire of
the heart tollows, then comes the act of
gratifying the desire, next we seek the
fellowship of others in the sin. Our
conduct exercises an influence upon
others in some way or another. WMay
we look to God to keep our ears that are
annointed with the blood of atonement
and the oil of the spirit, listening to Him,
and closed to the voice of all others.
The Lord Jesus says, ‘‘ My sheep hLear
My voice” (John x.27). If our ear is
thus set apart to listen to the voice of
the Good Shepherd we will be kept from
listening to Satan’s lies. We see how
Christ met and overcame Satan’s temp-
tation with ‘‘the sword of the spirit
which is the word of God.” We have a
beautiful parallel to Satan’s temptation
in the course that God follows in bring-
ing us to Himself. It is, first, ‘“ Hear
and your soul shall live,” ‘‘ Look unto
Me and be ye saved.” Then as we
looked to Christ we began to desire Him,
and as we desired Him, faith laid hold
of Him and claimed Him as our own.
After we got Christ then we, so to speak,
gave Him to others.

V. 7—8—We see here the results of

sin. Their whole nature is changed.

i “They knew that they were naked.”

They then try to cover their nakedness
by sewing fig leaves together and making
themselves aprons. Then the next thing
they do is to try and hide themselvee
from God. They never tried to hide
from God before. It is sin that brings
in shame and causes the heart to go as
far off from God as possible. It is the
unbelieving heart that ‘“departs from
the living God” (Heb. iii. 12). Adam
did not know the Gospel ; therefore under
a conscious sense of shame and guilt and
fear he could do nothing else but hide ir
terror from the God that loved him. We
have here a fulfilment of that solemn
word, ‘‘In the day thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die.”” There we see
poor Adam dead through his trespass
and sin, dead to the love and grace of
God, hiding amongst the trees of the
Garden. Sin had cut him off from God.
And there, as they were separated from
God, in love He calls, ‘“ Where art thou?’’

V. 10—Adam replies, “I heard Thy
voice in the Giarden, and I was naked,
and I hid myself.”” What a sad plight
for Adam to be in! Satan has attained
his object; he has got Adam separated
from God. God’s way with the sinner is
first to get him to own his sin, then He
meets him in grace. There can be no
fellowship between the soul and God till
the sin is acknowledged, If it is a mat-
ter between my brother and me—if I
have offended him—I must first confess
my fault to him and then to God. When-
ever David said, ‘I have sinned against

i the Lord,” iminediately Nathan says,
“The Lord hath put away thy sin”

(II -‘Sam. xii. 13). In dealing with an
unsaved person we should seek first to
bring home to his conscience a sense
of his guilt before ministering God’s
grace to him.
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“The seed of the woman shall bruise
the head of the serpent.”’” We have here
the germ of what is opened out in the
rest of the scriptures, God illustrates
and unfolds His purpose from generation
to generation until we gee it summed up
and completed in the book of Revela-
tion, where -Satan is laid hold of and
finally cast into the lake of fire. We
see in this, completeness of the Book of
God. Though written at intervals of
over four thousand years by so many
different men, who had no connection
with each other, indited by the spirit of
God, it forms one complete revelation.
God tells out to our first parents the
secret of His heart. He spoke to them
of the coming Deliverer, the One who
was to bruise the head of the serpent.

V. 17—20—God having told them of
redemption through the seed of the
woman ; having shown that He has pur-
poses of mercy and grace concerning the
fallen race, goes on to speak of that dis-
cipline which He, in infinite wisdom.
saw to be good for them. Whatever be
God’s dealings with us, our wisdom is to
bow to it at once. Throughout scripture
we see that God in His dealings with
His people seeks first to set their minds
at rest concerning His love in His pur-
poses of grace towards them and then
He unfolds to them the discipline that
He sees to be needful for their blessing.
David is an instance of this. His sin
having been brought home to his con-
science he says, ‘‘ I have sinned against
the Lord ;”’ then the prophet unfolds the
gorrow and suffering that he would ex-
perience through his sin. And so here,
Jehovah tells them first of redemption,
then He makes known the discipline
that would be necessary to bring them
into fellowship with His thoughts and
purposes. God never allows one thing
to be spoiled without bringing in some-

‘ness (II Cor. i. 30).
“Him because He took our place and bore

thing better. In Christ, God has brought
in something vastly higher; He has
brought us into fellowship nearer, deeper
and more blessed than Adam had, or
could have had, if he had not fallen.

V. 26—God had spoken of life through
the seed of the woman. Adam believes
God’s testimony, and in faith responds
to it. Instead of speaking of death he
speaks of life. He calls the woman
‘‘Eve’ because she was the mother of
all living. Adam takes the place that
his sin has put him into. He accepts
and bows to the judgment of God; and
then he takes in His revelation concern-
ing the coming Deliverer. For the mo-
ment, he forgets all his shame, degrada-
tion and ruin and in faith reaches out-
ward to life eternal. God would have
us also to forget our weakness, failure
and sin and to be occupied with His
grand and glorious pnurposes concerning
us in Christ Jesus.

V. 21—What their poor fig leaf aprons
could not do for them, viz., provide a
covering in which they could stand
righteously before God, He in His own:
way provides for them. These coats of
skin tell of sacrifice offered, of death
having taken place in order that a per-
fect covering might be provided for
them. Thus again God indicates His
purpose in the death of the Substitute
for the sinner, that thereby we might
stand justified before God. Thus Jesus
Christ is made of God unto us righteous-
We are accepted in

our sins. Thus God clothes them.

V. 22—24—Evidently this .tree of life
was such that by the eating of it man’s
life in the fiesh might be perpetuated.
God saw that it was not good for poor,
fallen man to have endless life in the
flesh. Thank God, He has not given us
endless life in this poor condition which
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we are in. The life of man upon this
earth was limited at the first to about a
thousand years, then to three score years
and ten. The life time of man is only a
limited period in which God is working
out with each one of us a discipline and
experience that will have eternal issues.
This life is short, but it is full of import-
ance. Our position in eternity will be
regulated by our behavior here.

They go forth from the scene of their
fall, clothed with the coats of sin that
God had provided for them. They go
forth with the comfort of God’s purposes
revealed to them. What a blessed un-
folding scripture gives us both of the
awfulness of sin and the exceeding
blessedness of the grace of God.

A FEW THOUGHTS ON LEAH AND
HER CHILDREN.

It has been said that Jacob in his
gerving for a wife represents our Lord
gerving and giving Himself for us—His
people. Leah typifies the church and
Rachel Israel. Rachel was beloved by
Jacob, and she was also beautiful in ap-
pearance, but Leah was tender-eyed, or,
as another has said, ‘‘she was blear-
eyed,”” and not beautiful at all. But the
last became first, and the first last, in
their case, and this is just what has
happened to the church and Israel.

I desire to look at the names of Leah’s
children in the order that they are given
in Genesis xxix. It seems to me that in

them we see a line of truth shewing out -

God’s dealings with us—His people—of
this present dispensation—the church.
The first born was Reuben, which
means ‘‘ behold a son.” This speaks to
us of how God begins with us and of
how we begin with- Him. When the
spirit of God awoke us up to see our sin,
and the need of being saved, our cry was
then, * O, how can I be saved, and how

can I know it?”” We were then directed
to behold the Son of God on the cross of
Calvary for us. We learned that the
Son of God was God’s appointed Lamb
who was to bear away the sin of the
world ; and also that ‘ unto us a child is
born, unto us a son is given ”’ (Isa. ix. 6).
The Lord Jesus, the Lamb of God, who
bore our sins in His own body on the
tree, was the child born, showing how
He came into the world born of a
woman, but He is also the Son given.
*“God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son;” so that Jesus
was both ““Son of Man’’ and ‘Son of
God "’ while here on this earth, and will
be so throughout all eternity. God spoke
in time past to the people by prophets,
but in these last days He has spoken
unto us by His Son, so that now the cry
ig, ““This is My beloved Son in whom I
am well pleased; hear ye Him.”” God
has given an object for faith to rest on,
which is Christ. It is in Him that every
blessing is to be found, and they become
ours by faith. God has found in Him
all that His heart desired, and He wishes
us to do the same; and just as we do so
we have fellowship with Him.,

Now notice the words, ‘‘ Hear ye Him.”’
God speaks from heaven and says, “Hear
ye Him.”” It is an important thing to
give our ear to the Son of God, and this
brings me to the next son that followed
Reuben, which was Simeon, which
means ‘‘ Hearing.” ‘ 1t is by hearing
the voice of the Son of God that we get
life—born again. Jesus has life in Him-
gelf just as the Father has life in Him-
gelf, and He communicates that life
through hearing His voice, 8o that it is
a most important thing for sinners to
hear the voice of the Son of God, and
also after they have got life, to continue
to sit at His feet and hear His word.
There is no spiritual life without hearing
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His word. It is by the spoken Word of
God that faith comes. ‘‘ Faith cometh
by hearing.”’ What a comfort to the
soul to know that Jesus has spoken to
me. If you want to have solid comfort
now, and in the hour of death—if we
should die—then listen to the voice of
Jesus now while He is speaking through
His Gospel. How beautifully the mean-
ing of the names of those two sons
speaks to us. First, behold a son, and
second, hearing. It may be the reader
is still unsaved. God says to you,
‘- There is no God else beside Me, a just
God and a Saviour. Look unto Me and
be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth”
(Isa. xlv. 21, 22). The only way that we
can understand how God can be “‘a just
God ”’ and at the same time ‘‘ a Saviour”’
is by the cross of Calvary. A crucified
Christ is the only answer vhat can be
given to that question. The Son of God
took the guilty sinner’s place and ‘“suf-
fered for siny, the just for the unjust
that He might bring us to God.” God’s
justice was against. us because of our
sins, but when the sins were righteously
put away by the Son of God; then jus-
tice was satisfied, so that God can now
say, “I am just and also the Saviour of
all that look unto Me.”” Look and live.

The next son was called Levi, which
means ‘‘joined,” and this is just what
takes place with every poor sinner who
believes in Jesus. They are joined to
the Lord by one spirit, and become
members of His body. This union with
the risen Christ of God brings the soul
of the dead sinner into life, and not only
into life, but owners of life with Christ.
The same life that is in Christ is in every
member of His body— the believers.
Terrible was the gulf which sin had
made between God and the sinner, but
the holy, spotless Son of God bridged
that gulf by becoming a man, and going
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to the cross in man’s stead, and dying
the sinner’s death for sin, and rising
again, leaving sin behind. He came to
where we were—right into the arms of
death—and by His death destroyed death
and lifted us up with Himself into the
newness of life, so that we are to be one
with Him for ever. Jesus and the be-
liever become one—one in death, one in
resurrection, one in eternal glory, for
ever one. Such is the grace of God to
poor, lost sinners, who have done noth-
ing but sin in thought, word and deed
all their life long. The Son’s perfection
is their perfection. His acceptance is
their acceptance by virtue of their union
with Him in death and resurrection.
Well may we exclaim, ‘O, what a Sav-
iour is Jesus the Lord.”

Now this brings me to the fourth son,
whose name was Judah, which means
“Praise.”” Truly this should be the
husiness of our life down here, for it is
what is to occupy our heart and lips
throughout eternity. We have been
called out of darkness into His marvel-
Jous light that we should show forth His
praises. Our life, walk and conversation
should all be to His praise. We should
do nothing without first enquiring, What
praise will come to my Lord out of this?
Thus our praise is meager at the best,
but still God wants the praise of our
heart and life. Thanks be unto God the
time is coming when we shall praise
Him as we ought. There will be noth-
‘ing to hinder it in heaven—no Devil, no
sin, nor flesh there—but it shall be one
uninterrupted burst of praise through-
out all eternity. Would you not like to
be there now? Now before passing to
the fifth son I wish to remark that there
is a break at this point. We read that
after Judah was born she said, ¢ Now
will I praise the Lord, and she called his
| name Judah and left bearing.”” A point
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has been reached—Behold a Son—Hear-
ing—Joined—and then Praise the Lord.
So there is time given to continue the
praise before another son is born.

The next son is Issachar, which means
‘“Hire,” or ‘“He brings wages,”” After
we are saved by the grace of God then
we get the privilege of serving the Lord
Jesus, and He is 8o full of grace that He
gives the promise that for every good
thing that we do for Him He will reward
us for it, so that there is not only the
gift of salvation, but there are rewards
for faithful service done to HRimsself.
And we must not forget that whatever
is done to the least of His brethren is
done to Him, because they are one with
Him. The Lord has set before us an
open door, so that we may enter in and
labor for Him so that we may become
rich in good works. It has been said by
another, ‘‘ There shall be rich and poor
Christians in heaven.”” Those who labor
most for Jesus down here are laying up
treasures in beaven, so that when they
go there themselves they will meet all
that they have laid up there, and Jesus
will reward them for it. But those who
labor for self, or for a sect, are not layving
up treasures in heaven; but they are
laying up their treasures down here,
either in the bank or in the sect that
they belong to, and when they leave
here for heaven they leave all their labor
behind them, and so they suffer loss be-
cause they did not labor for Christ; so
that there will be poor and rich Chris-
tians in heaven. The world’s idea of
this is just the opposite to God’s. They
praise the man who does well to himself,
but they call the man a fool who seeks
to spend his all for Jesus.
ple that God calls rich the world calls
poor, and vice versa. It is a poor, miser-
able life for a child of God to live for
himself, whereas he might win for him-

So the peo- '
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self a crown that will never fade away.
Such a life has no comfort in it, and has
far less when the end comes. May the
Lord stir us up to live more for Himself,
Now the only way we can live for the
Lord is to conform our ways according to
His word. The judgment seat of Christ
is going to manifest each one of us in all
our works since we were made partakers
of ‘“the life which is life indeed.” It
will then be seen who lived to please
God and who did not. Every one will
bear the mark of His approval or disap-
proval in their person, ¢ for one star
differeth from another star in glory, so
also in the resurrection from among the
dead.” It will be eternally seen who was
faithful and devoted to their Lord down
here. But we all shall be at home in
the Father’s dwelling.

This brings me to the last son, whose
name was Zebulun, which means
“Dwelling.” How expressive this is.
After all the toil and labor of this weary
world then it is rest in the Father’s
house, where He has gone to prepare a
place for us. The Lord Jesus and His
blood-bought and blood-washed church
will dwell together for ever in the
Father’s house. The Christian at death
does not go into the full glory of the
redeemed ; the body goes to rest in the
dust of this earth, but the soul and spirit
go into the presence of Jesus to rest
until the time appointed by the Father,
when He shall come forth and take all
His redeemed home to be with Himself
in the eternal glory—body, soul and
spirit. This is the time when we shall
go into the full glory of God for ever like
Him and for ever with Him. David,
while living in this wilderness, could
say, ‘ The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall
not want,” and again, ‘‘I shall dwell in
the bouse of the lord for ever.” No

; more sin nor death ; no more sorrow nor
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not so come out, we may rest agsured we
Jknow nothing about it. If we are living
near the Lord, we shall reflect His grace
in our every look, every word, and every
movement; we shall not exibit the
levity, the vanity, the folly of® nature.
No, nor yet its irritability, its peevish
ness, its moroseness, its sour temper, its
odious selfishness, its covetousness, its
rude inconsideration of others, All these
things must be withered up and flung
agide if we are walking with God.
Reader, let us seriously apply our
hearts to the consideration of these
things; we may depend upon it, there
is urgent need. The amount of light,
airy, easy-going profession is really ap-
palling to any one who looks at the pres-
ent condition of the professing church.
There is a name to live, and a form of
godliness; but, oh! where is the deep-
toned, thorough-going, earnest walking
with God? This is the question which
forces itself upon the heart, while con-
templating the aspect of things in the
midst of those who take the very high-
est ground, who talk and sing about
being dead and risen with Christ, who
give their assent to the highest truths of
the New Testament. Where is the ten-
der conscience? Where is the honest
carrying out, in daily life, of all that
about which we talk and sing, and
preach and write? Surely Ged looks for
reality. ‘' To him that hath shall more
be given; but from him that hath not
shall be taken away, even that which he
seemeth to have,’”” It is a most terribly
dangerous thing to traffic in unfelt truth,

Better far know a little truth in the’

power of it, than seem to know a vast
amount which has no effect on the heart
and life.

May the blessed Spirit ereste im the
hearts of all Christians an intense desire,
a firm, holy purpose to get om in the

ways of the Lord, a real thirst for the
knowledge of Himself! May His king-
dom be established and extended in our
hearts — that kingdom which is right-
eousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Ghost! May it be our one desire to walk
with God!

CHRIST THE HEAD;,

PASTORSHIP.

The Lord Jesus Christ alone builds
His own church. Matt. xvi. 18, ‘On
this rock I will build My church.”” He
alone does it, and all in His built church
are ‘‘ born again,’”’ or regenerated. They
possess His own life and are sealed by
His Holy Spirit.

MIXED MULTITUDES.

Men dishonor Him by attempting to
build His church at all. An additional
evil is they do it, alas! alas! out of such
material as is to their hand; that is, of
converted or unconverted people, pro-
vided they have a few pennies to spare
and no very flagrant, disgraceful episodes
in their lives. To these church builders
all are equally welcome—sheep or goats,
saved or lost. If they will help ** to run
the machine,” that is all the qualifica-
tions needed or required.

SECTS ARE MAN-MADE CHURCHES,

Hence all the sects, without exception,
are an unequal and uncongruous mix-
ture. A very few in them are saved and
the many are as dead as & *‘ painted ship
on a painted ocean,” and they who are

, saved amongst them ean not live godly

in such associations as they are imixed
up with,
CHUECH MAKING.,
Whetever church making is the first
eongideration by preachers it follows in-
evitably and naturally that their church
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formations are simply a ‘‘ conglomerate.’’
or like a ¢ pudding stone,’’ in which all
kinds of material find a place—all kinds
of people and all kinds of doctrine. Cer-
tainly this adds to the bulk, but not to
the profit. But wherever service to the
Lord is the servant’s first object, Christ
Himself builds His own church of His
own chosen, fitted, polished and living
stones, to be an habitation for God by
His Spirit.

GIFT8 AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH.

As the Lord Jesus builds His church
out of the material provided by Himself,
80 also does He it by His own church
instramentalities. In I Cor. xii. 28 we
have the beginners mentioned thus,
‘ And God hath set some in the church,
first apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly
teachers, then miracles (Greek, powers
or dunameis or dynamite), then gifts of
healing, helps, governments (or wise
counsels—see marginal reading of Re-
vised Version), kinds of tongues.’”’ It is
not said these ministries were to be con-
tinued.

THE FIVE GIFTS THAT CONTINUE

Are described or named in Eph. iv. 11,
‘- And He gave some apostles and some
prophets and some evangelists and some
pastors and teachers.”” R.V. The first
two are said in Eph. ii. 20 to be in the
foundation, so we have their writings,
testimony and doctrine in the New Tes-
tament. Paul says, “I have laid the
foundation as a wise master builder,”’ or
‘“architect’’ (see I Cor. iii. 10); but let
every man take heed how he builds

thereon.
OBJECT IN MINISTRY.

In Eph. iv. 12 His object in continuing
these gifts is stated. Mark well, it is
not for a ‘‘living” to some educated
gentleman, but ‘‘ For the perfecting of

the saints unto the work of ministering,

.unto the building up of the body of

Christ.”” R.V. Inother words, it is that
the saints may become efficient in minis-
tering, in order that the body of Christ
may be built up, and each joint has its
peculiar gift, place and responsibility.
Alag, the most of the saints are ‘‘ sleep-
ing partners’’ instead of efficient min-
isters and active in ministering.

HOW LONG WILL CHRIST CONTINUE THESE
SUPPLIES?

The next verse, viz., the 13th, tells He
will continue the supplies ‘‘Till we all
attain unto the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God unto a
full grown man unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of the Christ.”
R. V. In other words, till there is not a
member of the body awaning, or till He
comes and the church is caught up to
meet the Lord in the air.

CHRIST ALONE IS HEAD.

We take it for granted that He knows
what He is about better than any other.
“He is the head over all to the church”
(see Eph. i. 22, 23), and * Christ also is
the head of the church” (Eph. v. 23).
Any interference with His headship ar-
rangements is simply dishonor cast upon
His wisdom, capacity and integrity.
Whatever and wherever the Lord Jesus
gives, it is our privilege to bow our
heads, conscious of our own lgnoranc'e
and folly, and of His infinite w1sdom,
power and grace.

" SECTS MUST VOTE, ELECT AND HIRE.

It is true the Lord Jesus does not give
His gifts to the sects as such, for they
are not His church, but mere human
organizations. (There are, doubtless,
some members of His body among them
to their own deep loss and His dishonor).
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Therefore, such can not look to the Head
with expectations or depend on Him for
supplies, and in the absence of His care
they resort to voting, electing and hir-
ing; and, of course, the hired man must
try and please his employers, or they’ll
soon *‘ bounce’’ him.

CHRIST WILL SUPPLY HIS CHURECH'B WANTS

When the Lord’s people take their
place and do His bidding in gathering to
His name, according to Matthew xviii.
20, ‘“ For where two or three are gathered
together unto (Greek) My name, there
am I in the midst of them.” And in
submission to Him, He will either raise
up from among themselves or send to
them from other assemblies, evangelists,
pastors and teachers.

These are the gifts we require as we
go along.

THE GIFTS ARE THREE,

The evangelist is, or ought to be, the

quarrier. He preaches the Gospel to the
perishing and is the means of leading
sinners to Christ,
" The teacher’s business is to search the
scriptures and give out to the assembly
what he finds in them; and if he is
growing in grace himself he always has
something new, fresh and precious for
the saints, There is a vast difference
between this and giving out to them
not what he learned, but what he committed
to memory. The latter usually is very
dry.

Y THE PASTOR, ELDER OR BISHOP,

The pastor, bishop or overseer’s work
work is chiefly not wholly negative, and
is set forth in Ezekial xxxiv, 4 as that
which the shepherds of Israel bave not
done. 1t reads there, “The diseased
have ye not strengthened, neither have
ye healed that which was sick; neither
have ye bound that which was broken,

neither have ye brought that again which
wag driven away, neither have ye sought
that which was lost, but with force and
with cruelty have ye ruled them, and
they were scattered because there is no
shepherd,’”’ etc.

Also see Zechariah xi. 16, and posi-
tively we find it in Ezekial xxiv. 12—16,
‘*Seek that which was lost and bring
again that which was driven away, and
bind up that which was broken, strength-
en that which was sick,”” etc.

Compared with this blessed and great
work, it is a small matter indeed to
remain behind in the meeting place after
a meeting is over and for 20 or 30 min-
utes discuss the matters of an assembly
with little or no experimental knowledge
of the individual necessities of the flock,
and little soul exereise in prayer be-
fore God for the sheep, and little or no
heart sympathy with them in their daily
temptations, trials and failures, but in
an unbroken, unsympathetic spirit talk
loud, long and strong.

MEN OF GOD WANTED.

What need for such God-sent pastors.
overseers and shepherds over this whole
country—not men who are extremists,
with a ‘‘ bee in their bonnet,”’ but men

: of God whose hearts go out intuitively

and naturally fo the saints and eare for
them because they are Christ’s redeemed
ones and very dear to Him.

NOT TEA PARTY GOSSIP CIRCLES.

True, there are many whose daily work
hinders them from this service. vet if
godliness were flourishing such pastors
would naturally come to the surface.
Lack of godliness is the chief cause for
lack of shepherds.

If such as care for the saints would
pay them an occasional visit-—we don’t
mean, go to tea parties in a certain small,



exclusive circle for talking gossip—but
in order to know the state of the flock,
their spiritual condition, etc., and pray
with and for them in their own houses
no doubt, good results would be apparent.

FOUR S8CRIPTURES FOR GUIDANCE,

First—Prov. xxvii. 2, * Be thou dili-

gent to know the state of thy flock and

look well to thy herds.”

Second—** Be as he-goats before the

flock ”’ (Jer. 1. 8).

Third—*‘‘ Take heed, therefore, unto
YOURSELVES (first) and to all the flock
over the which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, to FRED the church of God
(of the Lord) which He hath purchased
with His own blood."”

Fourth—* Tend the flock of God which

is among you, exercising the oversight,
not of constraint, but willingly, accord-
ing unto God; nor yet for filthy lucre,
but of a ready mind. making yourselves
ensamples to the flock ”’ (I Pet. v. 2, 3).

SUNDAY CHRISTIANS.
A WARNING.

It is sad to say that there are many
so-called Christians who never appear at
any meeting excepting the Lord’s Day
morning one—and some are but seldom

there.
MEETING ATTENDERS.

It must be conceded that there are
mothers and some others so hemmed in
by their circumstances as to be unable
to be at many meetings, nevertheless
there are many who might be if they
had the heart for it.
there is the will there is the way.”

EXCUSERS.

There are also those who are far away
ﬁrom God and glad of any excuse to keep

Usually “where |
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them away from any meetings that
would give trouble to their consciences.
These are losers themselves, and injuri-
ous examples in bad ways to others.
Scripture says, “ One sinner destroyeth
much good”” (Ecc. ix. 18). They are

| sure to get immitaters from among the

hangers-on-to-a~meeting.
THE CORKED EMPTY BOTTLE.

A Christian may be like a clean, empty

| bottle, with nothing in him excepting

the cork of conceit, which, if it does keep
the dust of heresy out, excludes also the
Word of God when preached in the
power of ghe Holy Ghost.

GOD’S PROVISION FOR SAINTS.

God in grace provided a Chief Shep-
herd, also evangelists, pastors and teach-
ers for His church, but many of those
who claim to be His, never avail them-
selves of their ministries, for they have
settled down into self-conceit, imagin-
ing they know all, believe all, and do all
God asks and expects of them, and have -
no desire whatever to search the scrip-
tures in order to know more of God’s
word, mind and ways. :

SUNDAY SLEEPERS.

Others, we are afraid, while they go to
the morning meeting, only sleep in their
beds on Lord’s Day afternoons and even-
ings.

SUNDAY VISITORS.

Others visit their friends and gather
up all the gossip around.

POPULAR PREACHING.

Others go to hear some great gun firing
away froth,. flattery and. fleshly eloquence,
in the evening, and put their pennies in
the box to support and keep alive that
which should have been dead long since.
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS.

Other so-called Christians go to hear
the Seventh-day Adventists, and because
of their spiritual condition very readily
imbibe the materialistic poison of these
people and fall into the snare of an
active intellect (if they have any) in
the things of God, which usually issues
in such heresies as ‘‘non-eternity of
punishment,’”’ * sleep of the dead,’”’ and
other relatively abominable doctrines
which emanates from the Devil and puffs
up man, so that in the course of time
they revel in an argument, but do not
want God’s presence in a meeting. We
have paid some atteéntion to $hose who
have been carried away with those filthy,
abominable doctrines, a few of whom
once seemed alive unto God ; but as sure
as they begin to drink in the poison they
can nod and sleep at the Lord's own
table—a shameful expose of the state of
“their soul.

SLEEP AT THE LORD’S TABLE

Indicates a great distance from God,
either through fleshly indulgencies or
the materialistic poison of the last days.

Reader, these are evil days—*‘ beware
lest ye fall from your own steadfastness.”
If you pursue the bad ways do not think
the Lord will preserve you from the con-
sequences, for ‘‘He that doeth wrong
shall receive for the wrong which he
hath done, and there is no respect of
persons’’ (Col. iii. 25).

FRAGMENTS.

The preacher has but one voice, exam-
ple has a thousand tongues.

The Saviour is no more than a crucifix
to us if we do not live upon His wealth.

OUR RECORD.

| Anarchy is the destruction of the pres-
i ent order of things, with nothing to put
in its place—chaos.

That holiness involves ‘‘separation’”
is true ; but when that separation is from
good, instead of from evil, it becomes
unholiness.

The text that ‘‘if one member suffer,
all the members suffer with it,’”’” does not
teach that ‘“if one member sin, all the
members sin with it.”’

Before any principle is accepted, it
should be tested by scripture, and, if it
involves disobedience to the precepts of
. seripture, should be rejected.

A Christian may be known by the
company he or she keeps, and his asso-
ciates may be known by his own ways.
He that walketh with wise men shall be
wise, but a companion of fools is de-
stroyed.—Prov. xiii. 20.

Pastors and churches contemplating
“Service of Song,” to draw congrega-
tions,” may do well to note the remark
of a well known infidel: ¢ These Chris-
tians have lost faith in their own Gospel,
for they now give the people CONCERTsS
to attract them.”

Masters! mistresses! in what spirit
do you live? Do you show the sunrise
of Christ to all around you? Remember
it is the Lord’s delightful will to take the
truth in living characters and plant it
from one bosom to another. The truth
of God, living and burning in the human

' heart, is eminently calculated to arrest
the attention of children and servants.
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WORK AND WORKERS.

Brethren D. Munro went from Kansas
City Conference to Sparta, Ill., and from
there to Valparaiso, Ind., and from there
to Chicago Conference.

J. Smith returned to Stratford, Ont.,
Canada.

John Carnie went to Forbush, Iowa,
and from there to Elgin, and then to
South Side Chicago. '

Andrew Frazier, in his weakness, went
to California, and we understand intends
to rest at Los Angeles and get the benefit
of the warm climate. Pray for him.

W. Ju McLure is gone to California
also, and he also intends to go to Los
Angeles and have some meetings there
after he is through with the Gospel
meetings in San Francisco and Oakland.

J. Harcus has also been at the Califor-
nian meetings and is just returned to
Portland, Oregon.

David Oliver is returned to the north
of Ireland. His family remains in New
Bedford, Mass.

Wm. Matthews and John Martin have
been working together, mostly in Mass.

Robert Telfer is married and located
in East Toronto, Canada.

Forest, Ont.

Special meetings for Christians, at
Forest, Ont., on Saturday, Lord’s Day
and Monday, December 24, 25 and 26,
1892, the Lord willing, will be held as
usual, on the above dates, for praise,
prayer and ministry of God’s Word.

Place and hours of meetings are as
follows:

Friday, the 23rd, at 7:30 P. M., prayer
meeting; Saturday, the 24th, and Mon-
day, the 26th, in the Gospel Hall, Main
street, at 10 o’clock A. M., and 2:30 and
7 P. M., for praise, prayer and ministry
of the Word. Lord’s Day, the 25th, in

the town hall, at 10:30 A. M., for * break=
ing of bread;” afternoon, at 2:30, for
ministry; evening, at 7, for preaching
the Gospel.

Arrangements have been made to en-
tertain all the Lord’s people.

Usual holiday excursion rates at the
time of meetings. A cordial invitation
is extended to all the Lord’s people to
attend. They are being held a week
later than formerly in order to give the
Lord’s people the advantage of the holi-
days. It is hoped they will buy up the
opportunity and make an effort to attend.
The prayers of God’s people are desired
on behalf of these meetings.

Any farther information will be given
by addressing ¢‘ Conference,”” box 44,
Forest, Ont. R. Muxgo.
A, LAWRIE,
Joun Kay.

Philadelphla Christians’ Conference.

Our Fifth Annual Conference will be
held at Philadelphia (D. V.), in the Fed~
eral Hall, southeast cormer of Seven-
teenth and Federal streets, on Saturday,
Dec. 31, 1892, Lord’s Day, Jan. 1, and
Monday, Jan. 2, 1893. Meetings each
day at 10:30 A. M., 3 and 7:30 P. M. All
‘‘born again ones’ are invited to the
above meetings. Any of the Lord’s ser-
vants that can see their way clear to
come will be very welcome. All coming
from a distance will be provided for dur-
ing the meetings. For further informa-
tion, address Frank Crook, 1620 Afton
street. A preliminary prayer meeting
will be held in the Gospel Hall, 1113
South Broad street, Dec. 30, at 8 P. M.
Signed in behalf of the Assemblies,

WiLriaMm HAWTHORNE.
THoMAS WILSON.
JosEpH ROTHWELL.
Fraxk CRrOOK.

G, AITKIN,
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South Middleton, Ont., Conference

Will (D.V.) he held on the twenty-third,
twenty-fourth and twenty-fitth of De-
cember, 1892, Meetings at 10 A. M.,
2:30 and 7 P. M., all in the Gospel Hall
of this place.

The Lord’s Day morning meeting (Dec.
25) will be at 10:30. All the other meet-
ings as above stated.

A cordial invitation is hereby extended
to all. If any coming by train drop a
line in time to the subscriber stating the
train and station, whether Courtland or
Tilsonbuarg, they shall be met at either.

The prayers of the Lord’s dear people
are requested that the Master of Assem
blies may for His own name’s sake be
graciously present and minister through
whomsoever He will the needed supplies
for the reviving of saints and the salva-
tion of the lost. JER. SMITH,

South Middleton, Ont.

Dr. J. N. Gase Writes From China.
WEer-HAI-WEI, Oct. 9, 1892.
‘““The work here is still somewhat en-
couraging, though for the past five or six
weeks have seen only Chinese. At night

it is not good to study Chinese, so that :

gives a little time for writing, etc.

My patients are steadily on the in-
crease, and I hope that thereby the ears
of the people are being made to listen to
our Gospel.

Just now Mr. Dawson is here. He
intends to look for a house on the island,
and if a suitable one can be rented to
come there soon with his wife and little
one.
worker sonear. . . . .

J. Norman Casg,
Chefoo, N. China.

Care of Mr. J. B. Price.”

[ Dr. Case is to contribute a monthly
article to OUrR Recorp for 1893.—En.]

I shall be pleased to have a fellow

n
i
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Victorla, B. C., Conference.
The Third Annual Coenference of Chris-

tians will (D.V.) be held in the Gospe}
Hall, Saturday, Dec. 31, 1892, Sunday

¢ and Monday, Jan. 1 and 2, 1893.

The preliminary prayer meeting wil}
(D.V.) be held on Friday evening, Dec.
30, 1892,

The Lord’s people on the Pacitic Coast.
are hereby invited to be present and
partake with us of God’s goodness.

Brethren, pray for us.

Notices by intending comers should be
addressed to RoBERT WaTsoN,

Fowl Bay Road, Victoria, B. C.

San Francisco, Cal.

The advertised Conference was, in
many respects, profitable, sharp, keen
and clear. Many of the Lord’s people
have been refreshed and revived. The

only cure for every ailment is God alone-

Mountains of difficulties become plar-»,
proud man is emptied and humblc{

jealousies langnish and Christ alone’ ‘ E

comes exalted. Brethren Andrew F mn

ier, W. J. McLure, Jas. Harcus and 1
Ross were the outside strangers that" "
part. The inside, Dr. Williaing and'.
Cameron. The Lord’s Day morn
meeting was larger than ever hefora.

Kansas City .

Conference, we are told, was good and
protitable. Let us thank the Lord for
this. In these evil days, when among
brethren so much intellectual Theology
is preached, cold, clear and powerless,
resulting in a knowledge that puffs up,
it is most enjoyable to get not only God’s
truth but God’s message that goes
straight to the heart and softens.

Detroit, Mich.

Remember the Detroit meetings on
Dec. 9, 10 and 11, in Gospel Hall, 416
Grand River avenue, near Sixth street.




