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§

ON MINISTRY.

Tue following observations on Ministry are not presented
with a view to controversy; butto throw light ona subject
on which much controversy has been expended. It isa
subject, moreover, of sufficient dignity and interest, to lead
us above the mists of theological discussions, and into the
enjoyment of the pure light of heaven, from whence true
Ministry emanates.

It may be well as a preliminary to give its true place,
and proper aspect, to the idea of Ministry ; for, it appears to
me, that the importance of it has scarcely been fully ap-
prehended. Its details may be taken up afterwards. :

The existence of Ministry. is consequent on the nature
* of the present dispensation; and, insaying this, we ascend
very high to discover its source, for the nature of this dis-
pensation is nothing less than. the sovereign grace and
energy of God’s love.

" The position, and the character, which dlstmgulsh the ser-
vants of God, are alwa,ys, and necessanly, in unison with
the principles of the relation which exists between God
and men. When God only recognized certain families, the
head of the famlly was its Priest and Prophet. We find
examples of this in Abraham, Noah, and the other Pa-
triarchs. But this principle acquires a more general and
important application, when a whole dispensation is in



4

question; as in the case of Judaism and Christianity : the
ways of God, and the principles of His dealings with sin-
ners, are there unfolded with many more details for the
conscience, and more distinctness and splendour as to
the accomplishment and the revelation of grace.

Observe, accordingly, the marked distinction between
these two dispensations. InJudgism, under mount Sinai,
where the Law was given, axid these ordinances established
which regulated the intercourse between the people and
God, we have a people already formed and recognized as
suchbefore God ; a people whom God had already brought
to Himself (Ex. xix.); whose existence and whose rights
depended on their being the children of Abraham, of Isaae,
and of Jacob, and who, with few. exceptions, were per-
petuated by natural descent. In a word, they already ex-
isted as a people, when God entered into covenant rela-
tionship with them; for it pleased God to try if Man so
privileged, and put in possession of every possible advan-
téxge for the maintenance of his position, could stand before

im. . . . e
- The work and principle. of Christianity are altogether
different. Christianity supposes man to be lost—it sup-
poses that the trial to which God has subjected.him by

" means of the Law, has only served to prove more plainly
how impossible it is for man, whatever his advantages or
his privileges, to stand before Him. But this having been
proved, Christianity presents to us God in His grace
visiting this ruined race; beholding the Gentiles sunk in
ignorance and idolatry, and degraded by the most revolting
crimes; finding the Jews still moré ¢ilpable, having been
unfaithful to higher privileges ;—and exhibiting both Jew
and Gentile as the terrible proof that human nature is fal-
len and corrupt; and, that i the flesh good dogs not dwell.
InChristianity God sees man wicked, mi'se{able; réebellious,
lost;—but He sees him according to His infinite ‘compas-
sions; He only noticesthe wretcliedness of man, to bear
witnessto him of Hisownpity. - He beholds, and comes to
call men by Jesus; that they may enjoy, in Him, and
through H'im‘,. ‘deliverance ‘and sa.lva'ﬁo'li,i',AWitH ‘His favour
and His blessing. T e T
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The consequence of the position of the Jewish nation
was very simple: a law, to direct the conduct of apeople
already existing as such before God; and a Priesthood, to
maintain the relations which existed between this people
and their God; relations which were not of a character to
enable them to draw nigh to Him without mediation.
The question was not, how to call or to seek those with-
out; but to order the intercourse with God of a people al-
ready recognized. '

As we have already seen, Christianity has an entirely
different character: it considers Mankind as universally
lost; proves them in reality to be so; and seeks, through
the power of a new life, worshippers in spirit and in truth.
In like manner does it introduce the worshippers them-
selves, into the presence of God,—who there reveals Him-
self as their Father: a Father who has sought and saved
them: and this is done, not by means of an intermediate
priestly class who represent the worshippers because of
the inability of the latter to approach a terrible and im-
perfectly known God ;—but it introduces them in full con-
fidence to & God, known and loved, because He has loved
them, sought, and washed them from' all their sins, that
they might be before Him without fear.

The consequence of this marked difference between the
relations in which Jews and Christians stand as toward
God is, that the Jews had a priesthood (end mot a minis-
try) which acted outwards, i.e. outside the people; while
Christianity has a ministry which finds its exercise in the
active revelation of what God is,~—whether within the
church, or without:—there being no intermediate priest-
hood between God and His people, save the great High
Priest Himself. The Christian priesthood is composed of
all true Christians; who equalty enjoy the right of enter-
ing into the holy places, by the new and living way, which
has been consecrated for them ; a priesthood, moreover;
whose relations are essentially heavenly.

Ministry, then, is essential to Christianity; which is
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the activity of the love. of: God, in deljvering souls from
ruin and from sin, and in drawmg them to Himself. ..

¢

" On earth, then, as regérds;,the relatiéns ‘s,ulysisl;ipg be-
tween God and man, a Priesthood was the distinguish-
ing characteristic of the. Jewish dispensation; Minis-
try of the Christian ;—because priesthood maintained the
Jews in their relations with God ; and because by ministry,
Christianity seeks in . this world, -worshippers of the
Father. I say, on earth, fop in truth, when we consider
the portion of the‘Chnspan .in its -highest point of view,
namely, in that' whjch has relation to heaven, Christianity
has its « kmgs and priests,” that is to. say, all saints. The
worship of God is not ministry ;. it is the expression of the
heart of the children before their Father in heaven, and of
priests before their God, imthe: intimacy of the presence
of Him who, in His love, has rent the veil, which Hig Jus-
tice had ‘opposed to, the Sinner; and has rent it by a
stroke, which has disarmed Justice, and ,left her, no-
thing to ask but the happy task of clothing with the
best robe those to whom, before, all entrance had been de-
nied. To suppose, then, the necessity of a priestly order
is to deny the efficacy of the work of Christ, which has pro-
cured for us theprivilege of our presenting ourselves before
God :—it is, in fact, though not in words, to, deny Christi-
anity, in its a.pphcation to the conscience, and to the justi-
fication of the sinner : it.ig to overthrow all those relations
which God has established that He might glonfy Himself,
and place man in peace and blessedness. On the other
hand, God acting in C}mstmmty according to. t]ae active en-
ergy of His love towards sinners— Christian. ministry bes
comes the expression of this activity. It has its source
in the energy of this Love; whether it bei in callmg souls}
or in feeding those who a.re called and whom Jesus loves.

It is thus presented to us by .St. Paul, as one of those
things which characterjze the gospel of the gra.ce of God.

A

PR
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i Qod was in Chyist r&!oﬂﬁ!mg ‘the world tinto Himself
noldmputing their trespasies untd” them; and hath com-
mitted unto us the word &f reconciliation.” These are the
three things which flow from the coming of God in Chtist®
shredonciting;™ “not imputing;" Andl « committing unto
ud} the -woid ‘of ' re¢oncHistion.” "Without this last,—the
work-of ‘grave wouldl have réatned imperfect in its appli-
aation; for He who, i His ‘comitig here below, reconciled
and “imputed not;”"—this' Jesud needéd tobe “made Sin™
for ws,—to-die, and ‘to"go awdy. The work finished, re-
thained thus suspehtled In'its dpplication ; and the crown-
ing of ithis glorious work 'of the grace of God, was to
cammit to man “ the word of thi¥ reconciliation,” according
to His own power ghd good pledsure.” There were thus
two elements ‘conteined in Ministry: first, deep conviction
and powérful sense 6f this love; secondly, gifts, enabling
to declare to' men, according to their necessities, the
riches of ‘this grace, which animated the hearts of those
whio bore witness of ‘it. -This it'ts that is presented o us
in'the parible of ‘the talents’ (Matt. xxv.).’ _He that had
five talents, a8 well as'le Wwho had two, was actuated by
this.confidence which Grace givés$ by the knowledge of
the character of is mastef; aid by the confiderice engen-
dered in him, ‘both by this knowledge of his master, and
by the trust' whieh he saw was repoted in himself. Their
abilities, and their gifts, were not the same, God is sove-
veign in- this’ respect. “He who' had only one talent, ac-
oording-to his - ability; ‘wis: “wanting in “this confidence,

whieh is inspired by the ¥nowledge of God in Christ. ‘He
mistook ‘the' character of his master. ' He was’ slothful,
because of the state of hi§ soul; -as the two others were
diligefit, from the'same causé, ' ¢ R

-' L \. ,',,..luv' ';lrv{’l;'*‘( ‘ ‘ '. Lo

© We thus sé¢, that the principle of Ministry is the active
energy of Love; of grace; flowing from the faith by
which we know God. To touch this, is to overthrow the

wholein its fundemental principle. In its essence, Min-
istry flows from individual knowledge of the master's
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character. Grace known, snd strongly: felt, beedmes ac-
tive grace in our hearts 3. the only true, the only possible
E)urce, in the nature of. thmgs, of & mmutry according to

Od Y gy

We see, . moreover, tha.t it is the soverelgnty of - Gnd,
who gives as He sees good, either natural capacity,—as the
vessel to contain the gift,~—or the gift, according to the
measure of the gift of Christ, out of those treasures which
are found in Him, and which He has received for men.

We find Mlmstry based on the same principle, when the
Lord says to Peter, « Simqn Pq.ter, lovest thou me?” and,
on his reply, adds, “feed my sheep—feed ‘my lambs.”
This leads to the two essential parts of ministry, namely :
first, the free achwty of the Jove, which impels to'call
souls to Christ;—and secondly, the service of love which is
unweaned inits efforts to edify them when called. .

‘As regards the ministry of .the word, (for there are
other gifts,) these two diyvisions are distinctly presented to
us in the first chapter of the Epistle of St. Paul to the
Colossians. In the twenty—thud verse, Paul is ¢“a minister

of the gospel preached. to. every creature under heaven;"
and in the twenty-ﬁﬁh ‘Verse,. ““a minister of the body of
Christ, the church, to fulfil the word of God.” -

As the mainsprings and, -sources - then of all’ mimstry,
there are these two thm,s ‘the love produeed in the heart
by grace; love, which i els to activity :——and the sove-
reignty of God, who commumca.bes gifts as seems good. $o
Him, and calls to this or that gexvice ;—a call, which ren»
ders ministry a matter of faithfulness and duty, on the
part of him who is called. It is to be obseryed, that these
two principles both suppose an entire freedom from man ;
who cannot interfere, either as the source, or the authori>
gzation of ministry, without, on the one hand, neutralizing
love, as the source of activity; or, on the other, infringing
on the sovereignty of God, who calls and sends, and whose
call constitutes duty. Co-operation and discipline, accor-
ding to the word, find withal their own place untouched.

‘Whatever muhstry is. not founded on' ‘these two- pnpcl,.
ples, is really’ no mmtstry at a.ll There is no chnsuan
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source of aetmzty, but the: lqve af,‘ Clmst, and.the eall of
God : R A PO
B A FGTO

NYEEEN

Having tlius biiefly considered th¢ question’ of the
sourceof Ministry, which connects itself with the very first
principle, -and with ‘the existence of Christianity; and
which -has its being in the activity of the love of God;
Jet us examine the Power which works in this Ministry,
and under what responsiblhty' it is' exobclsed by those to
whom 1t ncommltted L :

"The third chapter of the Sgcond Eplstle to, . the Co-
rinthians indicates its general character. Itis the minis-
try of the Spirit, . .

There are two gx-and features, which. charactenze the
work of Christ in the world. He js the Lamb of God who
‘takes away sin, and He baptises with the Holy Ghost. I
pass by the first point, however full of interest, as not
belonging to our subject, save 80 far as it is an object
at)out which ministry is occupied. I-rest on the second of
those _things, by which John the Baptist describes the
work and the glory of Christ. “H@ shall baptise you with
the Holy Ghost;” apomt which is evidently, of the utmost
importance, and the spring of all the power and spiritual
energy, which is to be found in the church. And truly, a
spiritual emergy is needed, that Satan may be. combated
with success, and that. these. peor bodies,, the flesh being
mortified, may become the vessels of tpsumony and. of
the power of God. . i

‘This .power of the Holy Ghoct, in, Mam is a most
important. truth. Jesus himself was anointed with the
Holy Ghost and with, pawer: -« How,"” said St. Peter to
Cornelius, “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth - with the
Holy Ghost, and with power, who.went about doing good,
and healing all that were oppressed. of, the davzl, for God

O
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was with him” This was not spoken of his divinityy for
he was God before the foundation of the world; nor; of
his perfection as man; for, as born of the Virgin Mary
his flesh was holy: He was the Son of God not only when
He created the world, but also in the world, as the man
horn of this same Mary by the power-of. the Holy Ghast.
He had the consciousness thereof when He andwuved Hie
mother who sought Him in the temple: ‘“Wist you niet
that I must be about my Father's busimess?”’ Neither
does it refer to his- love: His mere presence: in the world
was.love itaelf.. . But in addition to this, John. the Baptist
sees the Holy Ghost descending liké a dove, and remaitw
ing upon him. “God had anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Ghost and with power;” and then, for the
first time, filled with the Holy Ghost, He begins His minis-
try, acts qﬁczaﬂy as Son of Man in‘the world, and'éndutes
the temptatwns by which’ the second Adam wag to de
tried, in order that He might assert His title beyond the
power of Satan; while on the contriiry the first Adam haa

len vnder’ t'hat power. Then it is that we see Himn

asting out devils by the Spirit. of God, and sajmw to his
mother: “what have I to do’ with thee ' ' His. whole
life was the power of the “Holy Ghost in ministry:
By the Holy Spitit He offered Himself without spot to
God. “'He was much more than man ; and yet'was He'a
than—this Jesus of Nazareth “whom God Had &nointed
thh the Holy Ghost and mth powér "o

1
Do [ . '

" Our part in a!l this, has another and dlﬁ'etent elfement
In Kmy-it was man; the second Adam on the earth, him-
self sccontiplishing, in the face of Sktan, all that: the- spis
ritual man could offer to God in his life. “His' voice'was
ot heard in ' thé streets. He must needs be perfect, ond
as man' 6vercome Satan in that ‘world -in- which man had
failed, and in the very tircumstances in which max found
himself in corisequence of his fall. This fa‘What ‘that ‘pre‘
cious Saméur has perfectly aecomplished. ™"

" . Up to this/however; He had not become the commence-
ment of & new order of things.
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. .The first; Adem failed in the garden of Eden, in the very
place where he; was surrounded by blessings. It was
when. driven frgm if, that in his fallen state he, bec;ame the
hgad,gt' a fallen, race, in this, world of sin and ruin. Jesus,
fhe second - Adam,, must needs first be perfect, and,. per-
(sppg}ly, gain, the victory uver Satan-in the midst of the
xuin; & vietory, so complete, and so pexfect, that, haying
bound the strong man, he could spoil his goods ; and, that
His name, in the mouth of those whom He sent, sufficed
to cast out devils. But, to commence a new world of
gloxy, and: of blesaing,+to' redeem His,chmrch, and make
her like unte Himself, according to the.power by which
He: is.able so-subdue all;things to. Himself, it was neces-
aary fhet He should overcome:Satan in the lest strong
hold i which he held men captive, by the judgment, and
pader the senpence -of God Himselfs. that is to say, in
death. . It waa pecessary, that He should undergo, to the
fall, the ldst.effect of sin, as. the tesult .of .the wrath of
God; of thd power of Satan,as. well: a8 of the oakness
of mani; ThisiHe did.. . ; BT

. Thieythe wrath, of Ged htmng passed ovem (exsqpt as
%0 those:who, reject Jesus), all the power of Satan heing
destroyed;fin the viery. seat of that power, as regaxds man;
deatli bging-oveitbing, his ghtes of -brass burst opgn;«-
Jesus, the stbond Adam, .victor over Satan .and. death,
Heir\ as Son of man,,and, by the righteomsness of God,
ofall that Adam: possessed,and much moxe than Adam
Inet; while;ras Son of.God, upholding all things by the
word of. His/power ;. the imagn of the invisible God, and
the expression of His gloryj—-Jesus,: conformahly to the
sounsels ef God'cancerning’ Man,. -hegins to act as the
‘Heafl of ra:new warld, and of a new. creation. Neverthe-
* lo8s, althomgh  Helhad :abolished all,that was against, us;
although §fe bad tniumphed over-Satan on the cross, and
led captivity captive; the time for the deliverancs of cres-
itk had mot yet coe., Fhé present was only: the period
for the -witdess. of the. power of Jesms,.in the ‘midst:: of -8
wreation still .in ita.fallen state; and from:-whence Satan
was:not yetexpelled: It was the time for gathering; the
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church of ‘His elect ont of-the world, that He might neur-
ish and cherish them, #ntil they should be presented to
Himself in glory; that id, in a word, for making this
church on earth the receptacle of the powér possessed by
the Son of Man at the right hand of God. He, who now
filled all things,  having first descended into the lower
parts of the earth, and then re-ascended up far above all
heavens,—He had received gifts for men. Eph. iv. 8—10.

The day. of Penteeost was neither-a moral change of the
affections, “nor the ‘breath of life from the risen Jesus; all
this had alteady taken place. The disciples were waiting
at Jerusalem until they should be endued with-power from
on high. - Havisg been endued therewith; no doubt this
acted powerfilly: on their affeetions, beciuse it revealed
Jesus with power; but the life and affections were already
there, even as,'in a still higher sense, the life and: affections
of the Son of God were in Jesus, before the Holy Ghost
descended upon Him as a dove. Jesus took His place, ac-
cording to the counsels of God, with.the faithful ir Israel,
in the baptism 6f John, ¢ fulfilling 4ll righteousness ;' and
‘was then anointed for service among them. : By virtue of
‘His-death and resurrection, He placed His disciples in the
same relation with God, in which-He Himself stood ; going
to His Father and their Pather, to His'God,.and then' God ;
and He baptiged themi ‘with the. Holy Ghost, 4s the witness
of His glory in heavenly places, and the power which iden-
Wtified His disciples with. Himself in this glory.. It'is.very
certain, from the words of Jesus himself, (Acts i.)-that the
gift of the ‘Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost was the
Baptism of the Holy Ghost, and that nothing which the
Apostles had previously feceived was the fulfilment of this
promise ; for, He says to them: ¢ yeshall be bapuzed with
the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” - "1+

‘The gospel by Luke, of which the Acts of the Apostles
-is only'a continuation (the Acts taking up the subject in
‘almost 'the same woids as those of this gospel) présents
t0 us the Lord'Jesus. specially 88 Son .of man; Head of
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anew order. . That gospel presam this truth moral]y,
the, Acts exhibit it in power. ..

The gospel. by John, although touchmg the same sub-
ject, presents it under another form. The Holy Spirit-is the
Spirit of Truth, Advocate or Comforter, sent by the Fa-
thex in His name or by Jesus Himself from the' Father.
He guides into all truth; shews things to come: and
gives them to know that Jesus is ib'the Father, the disci-

_ ples in Jesus, and He.in'them: IfI were ¢onsidering the
Scriptures relating to the:Holy - Spirit, I should have to
speak of the close of this gospel, where He is seen as the
Spirit of Truth in the midst of the church, witneéssing
agsinst the warld by His présence; ‘and guiding believers
into all truth : it would be necessary to consider all: those
passages where He is presented to us'as the sedl of redemp-
tion, the earnest of the inheritance, and the Spirit of Adop-
tion ; such as 2 Cor. i, Eph. i, Gal. iv., Rom. viii.,, and
many others ; but I am-reminded that, 7if . the thought of
the - presence of- the Hely Spirit, . that mighty Comforter,
draws the héartin that direction, our subject is MiNIsTRY ;
a subject- the consideration of whichis suﬂicl.ently unpor-
tant to glomfy the Spmt. .

. R |

To ;retum to owr subject. 1t is because of these truths
of which we have been speaking, that.we find in 8t. John
that the Holy Spirit ¢ was not yet, because Jesus was not
yet glorified ;' for the presence of the Haly- Spirit hera
below was the consequence of the glorifying of Him who
here below had fulfilled all t.hmgsi .

And here I would desu-e, in connectlon with the, point
wfnch has been occupying us, to say & few words on the
iii.; iv., and vii. chapters of St. John. In the third chap-
tex the Holy Spirit is seen as qmckel;ung, in the fourth
chapter He ig the power of communion,—of true commu-
nion ;—in ,the seventh chapter, the Son ,of ‘Man, being as
yet withheld from shewing Himself, to the world, declares,
that rivers of living waters :shall flow from the bellies of
those who should believe ;:for the Spirit. was.not yet, be-
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cause Jesus was not yet glorified; and it was then, that
He (the Spirit) was to become the witness:df the glory of
the Son of Man, and to! hearteshmoﬂy on earth toithis
ghry g P e 0 o e ot " ch
. What & source of minist?y- is now spenéd to'us! . The
love of God in Christ.towards poor sinners ! but this love
fulfilled® in the glany which was comsequent upom the
death of -the,Son of Man;—whio had descended into'tlie
lowest depth of man’s misery, had thete glorified God, and
was now Himself gleified asiinan. In what a positicts is
ministry - thus .placed?! what: a ~glorious function! and
how.does man sink inte riothimg before.it.. It is, indesd;
the ministry of the Spirit, and-of righteousuess ; for, if the
love of God be thesource andthesubjeetef'it, therighteous:
ness of God. is also seen in the glorifying of:the Son of
Man who had glorified Him upon earth, andmore than re:
established all that Glory of:God whieh was belied, and, inap+
pearance, denied by the victory of Satan and the ruin intres
ducedinto God’screation. Andhenbe'werinylearnwhy there
were also henhngs and miracles attached to this ministry
at least, it iz ome rehson for them; :for miracles. were
likewise a confirmation of the most important part of
it, namely, the life-giving word. But they were also
a testimony to the victory of the Son of Man over
Satan, and te His right -of bléssing over Creation; not-
withstanding all the evil --which is ' there discove!ed
A time was t6 come whés all this evil wa#ld be removed ;
but that penod ‘Was not yet arvived. Nevertheless, Hé

don

'SeelJoh!nv 9&hd l’rmargni. A

+ But here also, they were, generally,mamfestnho of&gﬁ ég;&
cious power which, by providing'a remedy for thoéé reepti -
ble to the natural facultics, drew attention to that whifh shewed
the power of the resurrection of Jesus (the great miracle bf Di-
vine interference in human misery), aud provided & relixedy for
sin,—the root of theévil. T'say generally, fot Wwe liavé examples
of the judgments of the Holy Ghost. within the charoh, as in the
case of Aneniag: udﬁsphm;ndupon qmia.te luahm,u
inthe case of Elymas the sorcever. dein
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who was .10’ accomplish it was esaltéd; and. was-manifest-
ing, in the :midst. of the evil, this: power in man;' . Thus,
the prihce of this. world, he who:was the mover of all the
evil which is.found therein, was.:in part judged ;—and this
is-why miracles were.also. called the powers or miracles
of ‘the world..to eome;: bacanse then all _this: evil. will
‘be: aubjugated and arxrested hy.the presence. of the Son
‘of Man; -and- the mjracles' were an earnest of this
‘hlessed result;—wronght by the power of the Spirit come
down from on high. In this respect. it is indeed but a
poos: exhibition-of the glory of the ‘Son of Man that we
present: before ‘the world. May we, at least, have the
wmdomtoaoknawledge a-ndnonfevsjlt‘ e e

JREr Lol - -; L0

) B\w these thingsmare,!it is tr‘ue, -only accessory. : The
principal thing was the - testimeny borne to the love of
God; to the victory of the'second Adam; and-to the work
which He had accomplished as Man; a testimony borne
by the Word, by that Word which had created; which
sustains; which, - quickens. unto ‘eternal life; which npu-
rishes the ren¢wed souljrand which -reveals all the glory
of)God ;—the Word, af which Jesus is the. living fulness.

Qoﬁeideredygs m O‘Jthe WOIdy the ,mmmtry which
manifested - the presence of .the Holy Spirit, manifested at.
the seme: time the, sovereignty of God, the miraculous
power of Him who wap, sent, and the extent, md,&ctlwty
of grace..

i This xmmatry 'was camed on, whqther amOpg theq Jews.
or.a¢ in the ¢ase of Cornelius, .among; the Gentileg, hy the
gift of tongues: Galileans, Romans, speak all langupges ;
man becomes ouly an instrument in the hand of  God,~of
the Holy -Ghost sent down. from on bigh. He itisiwho
guides, rules, and acts; but.He does this in order to.con-
veyithe testithony. of, the glory of the Son. of Man to_all
men ; and:in order, while speaking to them, of the wonder,
fid works of God in the languages in which they were bora,
to draw.théir hearts by agrace which had gome even unto
them towards the :power there;ammnifested; and,-at the
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sane time; t6 absert the right of the second>Adam in Grace
over all men. This, while .commencing - with the Jews,
evidently addressed itself'to the entire conditiow oftheGen-
tiles, The judgment of God had separated the nations by
confounding their languages, so thatthey werereckoned by
languages; famili¢s an@ nations (Gen. x. and xi.); and in
thus separating tliem, Fle Had established the bounds of
the people, according to' the ‘number of the. children bf
Israel (De¢nit. xxxii. 8). The time for putting an end to &l
this had not yet arrived ; but Grace is brought in, and
takes the rule, in this state of things. - Ameng the Jews,
who weve, after dll, the most wicked of all thd nations, a
testimony appears, which'uses the very fruit of Sin, to show
that Grace reaches men just where the judgment of that
Sin had placed them. The Holy Ghost enables Jews to
speak all the languages by which men- and: the hearta: of
men were divided in consequence of ‘the Judgment oﬁ Gnd
against the *pnde of the renewed earth .
. . . “
- The subject-of this ministfy’,’although:the circumstanees
which accompanied its' exércise might manifest to an in-
structed eye the sovereignty of God the ight of-the Son
of Man over the nations, as well ag 'His grace towards-the
Jews who had rejected Him,—the swhbject: of this ministry
was, at thé commencement, solely the glory of the-mat
JEsus, raised from the dead: a glory which was to be the
centre and rallying point of souls saved by the operation
of Grace,-and constituting the body, the church; a church
which thenceforward ‘was' to be ins&-ueted and governed
by this samé- Spirit. S
‘Ferusalein, Wwhich had been, for so- long a time, the be<
loved eity, not having submitted" ibself to this'téstimony to
the glory of Christ,—lost the glory of being any longer the
éentre and fruitful source of Evungehc&l ‘administration.
Her citizens had sent a message after the King who had
gone to récéive His Kingdom, saying that they wauld not
have Him to ‘reign over tliem:—apd, upon the death of
Stephen,- the whole ehureh is dispersed, *except. the
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Apostles.!! Theveupon, God, who ever finds in evil the op-
portunity of displaying some grace more glorious than that
which has been defaced, raises up, independently of the
work at'Jerikalem, an Apostle born out of due time, who
was neither; «of man, nor by man,” and reveals, at the
e time,. this unspeakably precious truth; of which this
Apostle;ithus called, becomes the great witness; that the
church is :One .with Christ glorified in heaven ;— that she is
His body, which He nourisheth and cherisheth as His own
flesh. Thus disappeared that which Peter had'announced to
the Jews, namely, that Christ wouldreturn to them in grace,
a8.to a people subsisting before Him ;—and thenceforward we
have to'do ‘with the hopes which are identified with Christ
in the heavens, with the marriage Supper of the Lamb, and
with the union of the Bride:and the Bridegroom'in heaven.
We inay add, that theneeforward the return-of Christ here
below is entirely in judgment ;a‘-althoughforthe deliverance
of a remnant. This is a point of progress in the Ministry
and administration of the church, of- whlch the results are
full:of importance tous.. -+
-Congequent upon: the full revelation of the  union of
Christ 'dnd ' the Churoky we find, in the writings of the
Apostle Paul, & much @reater dovelopement of those. gifts
of ‘the ‘Holy Spiritysiorresponding with the position of
awy ome who; asa membel of - “the body of Christ,’ might
possess. this 'or-that gift.© The:same prineiples, however,
ue'lound prwuenny set forth b the wntmgs of Peter.
~13% A’ N 2N .
ol w0 '!3 ('_”;,’,‘.
o e e ;"“' [ i
We huve akeu.dy Bean; md we: have a very stnkmg
example of it in St. Paul, that the sovereignty of- God is-
exhibited in mipistry as in salvation. . “Ye have not cho-
sen me,” saith the Lord, “but I have.chosen you, and or-
dained yon, that ye shounld. go and bring forth :fruit, and
that your fruit should remain.”” “He' is a chosen vessel
Boto me,”’ saith the Lord to Anatias, *to: bear :my name
before the Gentiles.” So that, as this sovereigmty of God.
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excludes the choice of man, any one who denies the ex~
istence of a ministry having diversity of gifts, is opposing
this sovereignty. But here, on. examining the Word, we
shall find this sovereigmty ewercised by the. Holy Ghost. in
the midst of the church - we shiall likewis¢ find that it is
Christ who gives, and that it i# God who works, all.in

‘The first point.on which the Apostle insists, touching
his ministry, as the.ctonsequence of his remertsable posi-
tion, is, that it was neither of man, mor by the medium of
man, but by Jesus Christ; and God the Father. -

The objection was.often made, that he wae not of the
twelve; that he was not. a regularly appointed Apostle.
This subjeet we find frequently discussed m the Epistles
to the Corinthians, and te the Galitiams. The Apostle
takes pains to. assure .them, that his ministry was
independent of man; that he had not.consulted flash
and blood, but had preached Christ g0 soon as God
had revealed Him in him for this purpose. He founds
his authority upon the proofs.of Spiritual power which he
had given. Afterwards he confers with the other Apos-
tles: he communieates to them his gespel: but he, re-
ceives nothing: God takes care that uajty should exist
between Antioch, at that time.ghe .centre of Gentile
Evangelization, and Jerusalem, originally, as we may say,
the only seat of the church.. We see a co-operation,* ac-
cording to existing nepessitiest Barnabas seeks Paul, who
had retired to Tarsas; and Silas :determines to remain at
Antioch, finding a work to accomplish there. Paul, af-
terwards, associates with himself other labourers, and de-
sires Apollos to go to Corinth: Apollos refuses: but in
all these varied circumstances, Paul most positively repu-
diates all the pretensions of that.Judaism which requited,

* The special work of Peter, and of Paul, ‘was also mutuaily
recognized ; the one being, sccording to the will of God, the
Apostle of the circumcision, the other, of ‘the uncifcumeision.
It is to be remarked here, that the general mission of the
Apostles .to the nations (Matt. xxviii) is not even noticed
in this srrangement. .
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a4 the same timethat it put forth othér principles of Juda-
ism (and in orderthe move easily to give carvency to them;)
aimission. from man to. authorize his ministry. . In trath, it
was neither. the: wisdom;. nor; the arrangement of ‘man,
which. carried: the. gospel -beyord Jerusslem: it was: the
dispersien of the whole church, the Aposties only. ex-
cepted. All those that were scattered abroad went every
where preacling the :word; the hand-of ithe Lord was
with them ; -and .many believed. Their mission was that
which persecution, and itheir own.zealiconferred on them.

-In truth, thé Church cannot be the -soures of ministry ;
for. this.expression-of the power of the Holy Spirit; which
ministry is, necessarily precedes in many things the exis-
tence of the:church: the Chureh is.created, called, and
formed: by means of it. ‘Apostolic; ministry, or at least
that of the Evangelist, precedes necesserily, by the very
pature of the: cese, the existenve of the Chureh 3 (although
dfter the chuneh is-once formed, its members may become
Evangelists ;) : and 'the :imission:.of thése. Apostles, or
Rvangelists, must be: divectly from Christ, and from the
Holy-: Spinit ; otherwise it is: absolutely null. The
twelve Apostles had been: sent forth by Christ during His
life, althongh-they were specially gifted. afber: His resur-
rection. - ‘8t. Paul, as regards liis call to ministry, received
it-from Christ ia ‘glory, having seen that Just One, and
heard the voice of his mouth: as to his separation to a spe-
cial work, he .had received she immediate direction of the
Haly Spirit. at Antioch. - They. wentout sometimes-from
the bosom of & church; as Paul from Antioch : they might
report to the chureh with -joy what Ged had wrought by
them; but they held their office fram God, and from Jesus
Christ: it wds in the nanie and by the aunthority of ‘God,
and of the,kord Jesus, that thiey acted, and they recog<
nized none other. They could not ‘please men’ and be
the  {servantd of Jesus, Christ.’. Paul did not.scruple to
say i was a small thingfor them to be judged at man's
tribunal: He who judged-them was the Lord. The Phari-
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8pes,’it is true, called in qirestion the conduct of Peter in
the csse of Cormelius ; but the God :of all grace had not
waited foritheir decision! The presence of the Holy Spis
rit upop the Gentiles, had: justified the fruits of grace and
obedienee in the accusdd’ Apastle, and stopped the mouths
of thase who. plmned of the. extent and power ol'?
this grace. -

-1 see.two things in the exercise of ﬂ:ls nnmstry, in tlle
bﬂ&v .of the Cliurch ; 1st, the whole body of which Chafist;
the.glosified man, is the Head; and hence:the position of
this body as on God’s part, in the World, there to repre-
sent the glory of its Head; and 2ndly, this body, consi-
dered as the.body ef Christ Himself; the beloved vbject of
Hijs affeptions;. the Bride whom Heé has loved; for whom
He gaye Himsélf; and whom He feeds with His own flesh:
The ¢hurch hs-the instramens of the glory and power:of
God in the world ; and the church as the: beloved(bliject of
the affections.of Christ, - |- - e

The gifta . bear' the charnnters,zas it  seems:. to me, of
these two relations. The.first-of these positions is much
more genersd, and, 'at the same: time{ has to do more with
the nesponsibility of the church : in‘the/seeond is involved,
that, which Christ dees, and as to the substance of it, canx
navepfa\leodo ;£09 His charch,~His bride. In both;theona-
ness of the body:ubited to-Christ is continuallykeptin view!
Ip the one, we hivve the Lord Jesns, the Head,in heaven, bt
who mourishes His body till all comve toHis perfect statuire:
In the,former, altheugh, personally; Jesus is neeessavily
exicluded from ‘the minisiry, die and the church are; never-
thelesa, méenas & whole, wheddin God is: Acting: befére thd
world: in. His hame, /as. it i3 said (1: Coxa xid. 12) “.80 alse
ip. Chirist.” . Acdobdingly, i this ¢ase (see the same xhap-
ter), the spinitual power of Christiahity is contrasted with
idolatity : 1st., we have that which distinguishes the. Holy
~ Spirit. from demons.(for the qubstion Was cohcerning spi-
ridunl-power) ; the Holy. Spirit aloné said «Lord Jesus;*
and, on the:contrary, mo .ome, speaking : by the Holy
Spirit, said, or could say,” “let Jésus be Anathema.”
2ixdly, there werediversities of gifts, byt the sume Spirdt .-
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divers sérviebs, bt the same Lord ; divers operations; but
the saine God,” who ‘wrought all in all: . Thus: the ‘Spirit,
the Lord, and God, qrebmnght forward in: comnection with
the gifts; and it is added, in order that we mey see the
imimediate sourceaf’ these things in the-church, “that One
and: the: self-same Spirit dmdeth to evmry mdn sevemlly
as He will.

. The pewet.of the gtﬂcame from the Hdly Spmt (cnm-
parhg the;6th and11th verses. we learn.the Divinity of
the Haly Bpirit) ; but at the same time, the Spirit, acting
in each with a view to the. glory of the Son, as‘ithe Son
had with a view to the glory.of the Father ; gach became, by
his gift, the servant of Christ,+was Christ Himself had
become a ‘servant in His ministry. - The. Holy Spirit acts
i, govereignty, but ever in the sccomplishment of the
counsels-of God .(even as,the Son quickeneth whom He
will, John v. 21), ‘and,. being ‘& witness. of ¢he glory of
Jasub~Son of Man, and Lerd,—each ane of those in whom
He aeta becomes the ‘abedient instxament of this Lord.
Snehi operations are not however:secondary, ner of any
suboxdivate spirit, npr, of any angel; they are the opera-
tions of God Himself, and His servants have to dp with Him,
Thus the Apostle, wha was gifted:for his Apostleship by the
Hely Spirit,-calls. himself an' Apostle, not of man, neither
by .mdn, but. by-Jeswi Christ,:and .God the Father... He
also. cills himself the Apostle of Jesus.Christ; the ser-
vant of God and speaking ganerally, “by the will of
g hﬂm Jist whmb. -i8 glven to us in. ths xnth chapter of
lstGon :we ‘bave, in general, 2]l the; gifts which are for
thevesﬁb]ishment of Chiristianity, signs 1o .the world, and
giroofsof-the glory of the victory of the Man Christ, and
of His righta of gosernment in the church. Evangelists
and Pastdrs—that. which is. now called ministry, are not
found there-at all. - It is rather the aggregate of Djvine
operation -and capacity in the body, than the care which
Christ takes of the body 88 being His. Thus, except the
gift-of Teacher, which is connected with that of Pastor,
all the gifts fownd here are now lost; at least in their
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primitive foym:and' charadter.: ‘I speak: only: of. the fact,
and leave to others the ‘taskiof explailring why: this hds
¢come t¢.pass, and how far it may be justified; or ouglit o
be.the«ca‘eer PRl T [ R I . B
. This is a very solemn subjéct for. those who wvalue the
glory of Christ, and of - His' church, and who: recoghise
the power of the Holy Spirit. . L
«All these ‘things, although, in"'a eértain senge, they
might constitute a testimony of the Lows of God, might
be exercised witkous love ;~~the question was, more pro-
perly, of power. Accordingly, the: Apostle here shews us
a more excellent way. - Love or edification ought to have
directed the exercise of these ithings, and at Corinth this
was not the case: discipline' was needed; a3 the Apostle
teaches us: in these -chaptersi. The gifts, in themselves,
were rathier the expression of power; for this reason; the
Spirit, as exercising the authority of Christ inthe church,
regulates and controls the exercise of the gift which He
has entrusted to this or that individual; and even re-
presses it whenever it'i8 ot used-in love, for the edifica-
tion of the body. ' This is what we find in :the: Epistle to
the Corisithians.: - -~ . . = .0 i e o
~ 'In’ the Bpistle to the Ephesians; itis notsq much God
‘operating in the body as a whole, and employing its membets
for His service to manifest His power; ab—Christ who had
descerided into ‘the lower parts of the earth, and then as-
‘tended, that He might illall things; havingled captivity
captive, and received gifts for men, by which He forms and
noirishes Hisbody-on'¢he earth. Thus its unity; although
essentially the same,is here seen as the result of Grace,whieh
calls those who are afar off, and those who ‘are nigh, built
together as the habitation of Ged through the Spirit. It
is a unity of relation and blessing: ‘one body, one Spirit,
otie ‘God and Father of dll, &¢.. While. i the Epistld to
the Corinthians, the attention of those Christians is: di-
rected to their condition in eontrast with their state when
in idolatry, where there 'weré¢ many gods, and many lords,
and, in reality, many demons. . It was now ore Spirit who
did all; one Lord; and one God who wrought - all in.all;
and not dumb idols.



23

.. The Epistle tp the Epheeians gives.us apecially the pri-
vileges of the church yanited.to Christ--God is .*the God
ofour Lord Jesus, and also the Father.of our Lord Jesus
Christ.' At theiend of the first chapter he prays for the
blessings flowing from this, title .of God gf Jesus Christ,
o the _third. chapter, having develpped. the. ! mystery
which bad heen confided to him, namely, the union of the
_Jews and Gentiles-in;one bedy, in Christ,to.be the, habir
- tation of Gddikrough the Spirit, being-saved and swashed
by Christ, and united, to Him in glory,~—heseeks the hlpa-
sings flowing from- the: title: of Fatker of Jesus . Christ;
namely, the knewledge of the. love. of Christ by the
power of the Holy Ghost strangthening the iimer mal to
render: him eapable of enjoying these things, to the end
‘be might; be ‘filled with all the filness of God.’ Behold
the boundless and fruitful sawrces of blessing to the church,
and that—ito the glory of Hida who *werketh.in. us;” in
the Chuich, throyghout alliages; world without-end.. But
until we are perfected, these: bléssings are. actomplished
by the Holy Spirit actihg.in us; in the.onéness of the
body,according as Christ hath received for the metshers of
this body. He, baving fulfiled all things, ascended up om
high, and received gifts for mei;-and He has given some
Apostles, some prophets. We: see: thatithe gifts presented
here as-the fruits of the asesnsioa of Christ are wot to be
looked at in the light of power acting in the;body, within
aind without, to manifest the glory of God;<+but that which
served to establish and edify the ehurch, asthe ¢ habitation
-of Ged; and the object of the love of Chnst;t—»m orde\'
that’ all may.come to the measure Of His statare. >

Lowliness, love, the bond of peatk, sre ‘first presemed
a8 the walk worthy of>our .vocation to be the habitation
iof God.in wiity. Then follow the:individual glﬁs “4p
.every one is given,” -accordingtootive - meadure of ‘the gxﬁ;
of (Chribt, the exalted Head of this bedy. . 1+

; These gifts' are, properly, that which is oalled nimistty
The Apostle doesnot here speak of ‘miracles,of héalings,dr of
-tangues; these things, the signs ofipewer in the face of the
world,were not thé diréct channels of Hislevé o the chureh :
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every gift is & ministry ;' for; a8 there are diversities of
gifts yet but one: Spmt, so there aré divers ministries, but
one Lord. By the possession of a gift I become the serv-
ant of Christ; from whom I hold the gnﬁ,by the Splrit, nnd
whom the Spirit revealsas Lord.

Hence every gift, in exercise; is'a mlmsh'y,—semce
discharged under responsibility to'Christ; but the gifts
mentioned in the fourth chepter of Ephesians are more es-
pecially gifts of ministry, of service rendered to Christ in
His body, ‘for the perfocting of the saints, for the work
of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ."

It ‘was work, and not merely 8igns of ‘power. AT

We have here enumerated, Apostles, Prophets, Evange-
lists, Pastors and Teachers. The: first-two; in the highest
exercige of their functions, have laid the foundations of
the church, either by revelation, ot by the¢ authority of
Lhrist which: was committed to them; for it -is thus that
the apastles were distinguished from prophets. - A prophet
¥evealed the mind of God, and his work wasin this tespect
fifrished. . An apoitle was: sent divect,.as an Architect an-
thoriged by Christ tobuild His church: they 'ordained ‘ot
made rules, (1 Cor. vii. 17,) put.in exedution, took the
oversight, - geverned, established certain rulers in the
churches; and took cogmizante, as having authority, of
«avery thing that took place: in.them, in order to regulaté
it; in a word, they wete authorized, on the part of Christ,
to found and to build, and t6establish rules in His church.
In this sense we have no Apostles since they fell asleep.
8¢, Paul knew that after: lis departure grievous wolves
would come in. 8t. Peter takes: care, by his: prstle to
pammd them of what he had said ,to them.

..:But, it appears to me, that, in a lower 'sense, there may
be apostles and prophets in all ages.' Barnabas is termed
an gpostle; Junius and Andronicus are called apostles ;
it is said of them that they were ‘of note among the apos-
tles ;' Rom. xvi.-7, 8, 80 'tha.t there- wereothers who were
not; name&

v AB regprds the Re.vehhon of God, itis complete agTe-
gards, any authority  to. found the Church; it no- longer ex-
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ista+ weithexthe twelwe, nor Paul, have had any sudeessqrs.
The foundation cannot'be twice laid:—but, ene may act
anday an extraordinary responslblhty 88 sent by Godyand
by:a faith which depends upon communigations made only
to him who receives them, (although there . gan be.no new
truth, which would not be found in: the word,)—a line of
conduct which is only vindicated in.the eyes of othegs by
its regulting in blessing to the:children of God. . This may
still-exist. We may cite as examples, without pretending
to justify all that they, did, a Luthex, s Calvin, s Zwinglius,
and perhaps others.. . So for prophets,—although there be
no new revelations of truth, there,may, he,as proceeding
from God himself, a power-of applying ta the circumstances
of the church, or of the world, truth hidden in the wogzd;
such &s, in practice, might render the ministry prophetic.
Moreover, all those who expressed the mind of God ‘to
ediﬁcation’ were called prophets, or, at least, prophesied,

. We may add, thatthe Aposties: never speak as if the
C}hurch would last long; or as if the:faathfil: weuld h&no
to wait long for the ¢oming of Christ, - .-

«Teachers and pastors,. to:guide and 40 métruct the ‘ﬁmk}
are, in.this Epistle, joined under the: hiead' of one gift (for
the:.Holy .8pirit is speaking of edificdtion), althongh tke
gift of Teacher is Xnentioned separately elsewhere. . It)is
by these gifta that.. Christ : nourishes, !.cares . for, and
strengthens the sheep, as it-is by Evangelikts that He ealls
and. brings them to Himself. The: distinetion between
Tedcher and Pastor i8 easily :perceived, although connec-
ted. together,~for the one:is docupied about the things
taught, the other about .the -sheep.” Am:obvious distine-
tioh, but a very.important:one;.-because there: is an
affectionate, interest:ini thie : progress.of -ithe ' sheep,~an
exercise of heart; in ithe gift of . Pastorj~~& eare: foik: the
shoep,: which is not necessarily presupposed for the simple
act. of"&eaching; 1 Itnis-thus that: this gifé. of :: Pastor
gives occasion to the mbst: tender affeetions, snd to the
strongest- ties,—as; :did -also the gift - of ian Apostle; and
agzdoes the gift ‘of - the Byangelist; ashregards thuse' who
have been. convertad thiough his tegtinony... .
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-l motice, here; that the:'Apostle dees not speak.of gifts,
but of the persons who possessed 'them: - Heavesome
Pastdrs and' Teachers. The: gift, without doubt; was in
the vessel ; ‘but: God hiad attuched it to ‘the petson, and
this person, known by 'his gift, was given to the church.
We cannot be united to a gift; butto & peh‘son 4:God has
giveb 1ot a mere Apostolate, but an Apostle. :

« Tt is certainly possible, that he who possesues the gﬂt
hiay be uhfaithful ; even that the gift itself may be with-
drawn, orat least, that it may not be inr exercise ; but, ge-
neérally, we have to'do with a person having ‘a certain
fiihction “permatiently ' committed: to ‘himn: we have to do
with a joint"of the: body, and’ that Jomt is always that
Jbint’ ant PR : ) NNt
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Turthermerp; theuemlse\of glft, althongh snb;ect to khe
directions of the :wird, is in no wise depexidént on the will
of the body, but on that of the Head: He has given; He
bas placed inthe body such or such a-joint; and they are
responsible to tHe Head forthe fulfilment of their functions:
thic wisdom of the Head is ‘disputed, if the: employment of
the ¢ift be gaindayed.. This respomsibilityis to:be exer-
bised in lovey;and for edification; dot: otherwise : buti res-
ponsihility:to: Clirist. cahnot-be. set aside j»—nor may we

souch Christs.claims upon the service of His servant. . .

---{Fhe-circumstandes of the church may: occasion dificultios

dp this matter;. 'but. humility’ and faithfalness to the Lord
. will -dlways . know what to do. . Lbve,and Obedience

always. find the path. The Spirit. will eyer be with him
whe obeys Christ in love.- Thii responsibility. -of the in-
dividual to Chaxist:is-of  the utmost impartance-+as impor-
tant, in-its-pldce, a8 regards service flowing Frofw gift; as
it is.wWhen. the question is one of moral conduct:;. Whatever
sffeets this, affects the vights.of (Ghristy and.the:responsi-
bility, from which néme can be exempt. -We!sometimes
see, hoth destroyed,. by the spirit of corrupted Christi-
anity, and men exeipied. from :their individaal. responsi-
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bility in matters of moral duty: God howeun never fore-

goes His claims upon them.

..To hinder this serviee, dees not hinder heretms or falae
teachers. .. The, flesh, jh-the mast true ghristian, must be
eviry. where kept: dowsi; and it :needs to be so ip:the usi
ar abuse of gifts. real.or supposed, as in other things, ‘The
Aesh’is never a. gift of Giods; I comnot think, that to
stremgthen the sense of individual l:eeponsxbthty, is to ppen
a door to the fleshy: - A

“These: gifts, plmd in the Church a8 a whole, in, thq
body “of Christ, become Jmnhs and bands ;. and it is in;; ﬂ),e
Church, in the body, that they are placed. A gift is.a gift
in the body, and for the whole body ; as & metber of .the
human body acts; for the.whiole :~~any eye: sees for my wholg
body ; my fobt stepe foxr my whale body.. T give thema s
charge . over’that which is not the body, is' to dislocase
them. They may, indeed, be ‘exerdided in a given locality,:
but,.as the expression of thie grace and of the: claimg of
Christ; and this.grace, and these claims of Ghtist, extend
to-all the bady. - Let.us remeinber, that they ‘are @ever; tq
be used:by the will of man; where that will.comes in, $in
enters. :This may happen, as may any .other sin ; but, a8
in the caseof any other sin, it'becomes the subject of dia~
cipline. We see:this in the abuse of the gift of tongnes:at
Corinth.. On the other }hand, the: narrow. spirit of man is
often corretted by the inalienable and umiversal rights of
the Spirit of ‘God, supreme and One in all the body.’ No
human arrangement can sapersede His claims; but He,aa
we havé seen, hae the right to direct the exercise of jeach
individtal gift: . He itis who exércises the govemmmbof
God in the Church, ... & . .

There dre ether very precions pmchcd passagea, be-
sides ‘the two we have been:sonsidering, which take up. the
bubject of - Ministry in .its" highest: connectitin, with. the
glory of Christ and of God : .we desire not to dmit them. ..

The first:of these passages, Rom. xii., enjoins partieu
larly the modesty which lehds:the servant of: God to com
fine himself to the assiduous and faithful employment, oF
thé gift conmmitted to him. The secend requires that if



any man speak; he ‘should s;ieok uﬁom God, in: ordw
that God may be glorified. . - .

- Liet each one,. says the Apostle, , thmk soberlyx of hlm-
self’ (how truly.'gracivus end goods how entéuraging: to
the heart; and,at the same time, how wholesome is the
word of Godz):let each one think soberly, “adcording as
God hath dealt to bvery man the measure of faith,” * Hav-_
ing. gifts differing wedording to the ‘grace that is given. to
us—whether prophecy, let us prophesy actording te the
proportion of faith; or ministry, let tis'wait on our minis-
tering; or he that teacheth, on’ teaching; or heé thet ex-
horteth, bn exhertation:” Hence we may also rémark,
that we'find not only spedial gifts, as' joints, in the bedy.;
but, generally, the: humble: and' faithful use of! the talent
confided to-thd servant: & talent with which he trades; ac~
eotdmg ‘to his responsibility towtmda the Master, fmm
whiom he bad receivedit. . .

‘In the first Epistle of 8t. Peter, iv.'10; there is the, sa;me
responsibility operating in love towards. others.: As
every man hathreceived the:gift, evenn so; minister the
game one to:another, as good .stewards of the manifold
grace of God. _If any man-speak, let him speak.as the
oracles of God.” - I knowthat many fear sucha principle;
but that does not cliange -the truth: if any one does not
speak:t0 me. as- anneuncing the truth of God, I do- not
know why he speaks to mé at ali. Moreover, this is what
the Apdstle says; not atcording to the word of God, as
some itranslate, but as:the oracles~as announcing the
word of God. This is what-every man does who. preaches
the'.gospel: he hasmo doubt of thecertainty of what he
says otherwise he ought not to teach. e

~This- msponnbﬂxty would often :prevent a man frpm
speaking, when.he is.not taught of God: and if, as
among the Beresns, even What ah Apostle says, is judgad
by:the word, there is no:danger. - It is not & question of
new-revelation, nor that. the. things spoken should be re-
oeived withoit examination ;- but the speaker should have
the assurance thdt he is giving utterance to the mind of
God, and not metely to his own thouglits, Ifany one yn-
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dertakes tg teach me, and Task “are you sure fhat that
comes from God, that it is the truth-of Geod, and that-God
would have you teach it to me?” and he answers mg:that
he is not sure of it,; what confidence can T have imhim?
and supposing that he replies be s sure, 1. have still to ex-
smine it' by the word. The. more we place him who
teaches under such a responsibility, the more solemnity
and sobriety will there be in his teaching; and where
there is love, and real gift, he will not shrink from' this
responsibility. If he does, let him reflect upon the
parable of the servant who buried his- talent; if he has fiot
sufficient love to trade, because ofithe responsibility,'hé is
exactly in the position of that wicked servant; he is not
acting according ‘to ‘grace. - We'are thus reminded of thi¢
great prineiple; direct:responsibility to Christ, by ‘whom
the talent has been entrusted to us; a responslbxhty from’
which no earthly relationship can disengage us. ' The
claims of Christ,. and 'His. judgment, are ever there. -

. Rosponsibility, power, liberty~—according to ‘the Spirit;
and the restraint of the flesh, these are the great piincipies
of the Christian walk in this matter ; a walk of which love
will ever be the spring, the meving principle, and the aim.
A senvice which is rendered to Christ, in independerice of
man ; without which responsibility to Christ would be made
woid; it acts on the unity of the whole:body, otherwise
the unity of the one Spirit is denied. Such is the order
that the Spirit alone can produce, because He alone :¢an
put man out of .sight, and subject his:will, by comd
mpnicating & Jiberty,: which is not:the diberty of self, but
of the Spirit of God :—a liberty, which everrecognises with
joy, and as its blessedness, the autliority of the Lord, and
eptire submission to .His willi—a. liberty, which exists
only to serve Him, and cansxdera mdeyendence as the
miserable pride of sin, .~ . .

He who speaks-of the. rights of ma.n; whed:net of an mch-
vidual or of Mankind, only speaks of sin. He who does
not acknowledge the rights of the Holy Spirit, resists. tlie
sovereignty of God, who, by means of . these gifts, exalts
that same Jesus who once . visited. this: earth in humilia-
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tiof. <The Church,—the dwelling place of the Holy Ghost
Hinself upon barth :—this is the grw&tl‘uth of ministry
androf the.glory" ofiChrist, and of His service upon: earth.
Thélpresence of God gives oy, libérty, responsibility, and
solemmity. = Mai, in the presenée of God-is set aside as'to
his- vanity ud 'pndz, md il his aemce and ﬁdeht'y

strengthened
l..’:’ B [ ""‘-i' :

,,“ . . 5,":/ T

Such is the sourgg, qupr, and opdar of Mmlstry, a3 set
before us in the word,pfi God. - -
. Essential to.. Chrigtinnity, . becauae« Christmmty,
accordance with the sgtive’ energy- of ;the love of God
seeks that which was loat, testifying ta the. work, and ta
the. .w;tory of Jnsm,—;the way of salvation t6 the lost,
this ministry ot,‘ Jesus,. whe ,alone . is- -wdrthy to be:thue
glorified, receives allits,powier, and has its only source iny
the Holy Ghost seat.down, frorn Heaven. It isthe ministry
of the Holy Ghost, in.the ¢choice ‘and- employment of His
servants;, In gl this God is sovereign.. The-exercise of
the giftg beatowed by Him is regulated by the Holy 8pirit;
whojs pupreme. in the: Church. - The preofs and examples
of this are found in the' word. - As a.source of ministry; or
es the authority for its. exemse, man interferes only 1o
sin. - boen .

5t will be seen, that I have not bonched the quesﬁon of
loeal charges, as not-exactly entering intd my present sub-
jeet. It is evident, that. the Apostte Paul, and those de:
legated- by . him; estdblished; according to his diteetion,
several. elders in the-Glinrches which' he had gatheret; and
that servants or deacoms -of the assemblies, and even deds
conesses, had been, at least in cértain cases, appointed for
the temporal affairs and necessities which were ministered
to by the -charity of these femule' seérvants;, 'St. Peter
speaks of elders much more vaguely. - There is no proof
that elders were’ appuinted among' the Hebrew converte;
it would rather appear, that men of gravity and ‘of charac-
ter acted among them upon their own responsibility : 4 re-
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sponsibility laid ,ypon them, in this matter, by. love. In
the Eplstle to the Cormthmns, where details of dlsclplhne
are given, there 1 is. no mention mada of Elders: the Holy
Spmt has, perhaps, penmtted this i m order that we might
have these things directly from the hand of the Apostle.
It is only, I believe; in the Epistle to the, Ph].hppxans that
we have the expressron ““ with the blshops an,d deacons.”.

The ruin m which the Church is found at the present
day, acts more dJrectly upon “the apparent order in this re-
spect, than upon mlmstry itself; because, in this matter,

cen more easily come in with exterior arrangements

bu.t we must not confound gifts, and the servu:e ﬂowmg
from such gifts, with office. Furthermqre the Holy Spirit
is suﬁicrent for this, as for every other need of the Church,
provided she take the position in which the Holy Spmt
sees her; love will then suffice for all that Goa requires,
and will make the best 1mprovement of the means of bles-
sing bestowed by Him ; and He ever bestows that which
i suited to His own glory, and to the rea.l welfare of Hls
behevmg people

1 see no more real dlﬁiculty, ag regards authorlty, than
33 regards the, uiinistry, of the word ; he)cause authority i ln
the Church is not a place with certain powers, limited by
a written law; nor somethmg ‘confided by men, jealous
lest the authority they have given should be overstepped
threugh the lust of ‘power, or the ambition of the person to
whom it has been ‘entrusted. Authonty in the Church'i is,
always, like the mmlstry of the word, the power of the
Holy Spirit on the conscience ; * which, moreover, will not
be found wantmg Where it emsts, God 1Il enforce, even
by chastrsement, the authority of His Spmt which he has
locfged in a man, if that authority be despised. ‘The dis-

e of the Churqh also confirms it, in certam cases: ex-

amples of this may be seen in the Eplstles, to' the Corm-
thians. If we do but believe in the presence of God in the
C,hurch we cannot doubt that He is able to’ compel re-
sppct to Himself, end that in the authority which He has
entrusted ; to whomsoever it may have been given. ~



32

~ As to the spifit in which the ministry should be exer-
cised, I say nothing; for it does not become me to speak
of it. An entire self renunciation (and that goes very far
whett we know the subtlety of the heart) is the only means
of walking with the full blessing which belongs to this
happy position of serviee to God, our brethren, and man-
kind. We must always remember, that if, by the power
of God, we are free from all men, and responsible to God
alone for the employment of the gift which He has con-
fided to us, it isin order that we may be the servants of
all. Let us remember that ne one is able to give hberty
to himself, and if the love of God has given us liberty, it is
in order, that by thislove in us, we may serve one ano-
ther. He has made us free from self, free from independ-
ence, free from our own wills, to act as God acts,—as He
has acted in Christ ;—not to please ourselves, hat to love
and serve one another.

There is nothing more blessed in this world than min-
istry in this kind: we shall quickly find how much faith is
needed in order thereto, and how much of that holiness
which keeps us near to God .that we may draw strength
from Him. May God teach us to keep near to Him every
moment, that we may not, in detail, be following our own
wills, even although, on the whole, we may be seekmg to
do His.

I would here remark, that grace is reqmred in these days
to realize, at the same time, the two principles, of brother-
hood and the exercise of gifts ; because the latter necessa-
rily gives externally an appearance of superiority. The
flesh, it is true, may use these gifts to seek an earthly su-
periority, instead of the love and service of others. The
humility which seeks only the good of all makes every
thing easy. In worship there is an entire equality of po-
sition: more holiness may give a nearness to God in which
the worship will be more true. What we have to seek is
spirituality, this is the principal thing. The priest was in
a higher place than the Levite; and all the priests were
one, save the high-priest: this is our position as worship-
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pets. There was.another position,  which was very blessed,
and where God, as sovereign, assigned: the bocupation.
This. was the position of the: Levite.: The.glory of the
Levite was to do that which Ged gave him fo.do. A Mé-
rarite was not to touch the vessels of the sanetuary, nor a
Kohathite the different :paxts of thetabernacdle.  ..The
Gershonites. and the Merarites. had & mote extensive
charge ;—more oxen, and chariots; but they were not en-
‘trusted with such precious things as the Kohathites.

" Itis thus that the Apostle reasons, in reference to gifts,
comparing them to the members of the body. All the
services, all the gifts, are inferior to worship. In the dis-
tribution of gifts, God is sovereign, and puts more external
houour upon that which is least honourable. The gifts,
which are not set off with so many external adornings,
are sometimes the most precious. If we are in a low
state spiritually, we shall look at the outward appearance;
and thus at those gifts which are more external. The
Gershonites, and the Merarites, will have more importance
in our eyes, with their oxen, and their chariots. Nearer
to the sanctuary we shall discern, that the Kohathites,who
carry the vessels on their shoulders, are as much, or even
more honored than the others. At all events, each will be
esteemed happy, in proportion as he shall have accom-
plished the task that God has given him to do. In the
fourth chapter to the Ephesians we see, in the first place,
that which is commeon to all; that which is special to each
comes after; and these latter things are only to accomplish
the former. Let not brotherhood displace gifts, but let
gifts subserve brotherhood. The sense of the presence of
God will keep every thing in its place. The same Lord
has said, “all ye are brethren;” and, “strengthen thy
brethren.” In order truly to strengthen them, some pain-
ful experience of self will always be necessary, as in the
case of Peter. It is not thus that man would have ap-
pointed ; but God has so ordered. To deny the Saviour,
with whom he had companied three or four years; to des-
troy, if he had been able, his name from the face of the
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earth, such, as regards worthiness in us, is the preparation
through which God causes us to pass, when He is pleased
to put us forward in His service. Perhaps, in addition to
this, a thorn in the flesh, because the other is insufficient ;
for what are we, and who is sufficient for these things?
. May God Himself direct His Church, according to her
need, according to the love, and to the riches of grace,
which are in Jesus, by the Holy Spirit, who dwells in her.

J. B Bateman, Printer, 1 EL.m-place, Fetter-lane.



Lately Published, price Rurpmce, by the same Author,

REFLECTIONS:

ON THE

RUINED CONDITION OF THE CHURCH,
AND ON Thk

EFFORTS MAKING BY CHURCHMEN- AND DISSENTERS

TO RESTORE IT TO
ITS PRIMITIVE ORDER.

——— t

Also, in ciazh, lettered, Second Edition, price 1s: 6d
THE HOPES OF THE CHURCH OF GOD,

.

IN CONNECTION WITH
The Besting of the Sjelns-'énb the NWations,

AS REVEALED IN PROPHECY.

ELEVEN LECTURES, S
DELIVERED AT GENEVA IN 1840.

———



JUST COMPLETED, and SOLD BY D. WALTHER,
In 2 vols, imperial 8vo, 1700 pages, 3l. 13s. 6d.,
'THE ENGLISHMAN'S
HEBREW AND CHALDEE CONCORDANCE

or

- The Qly Testamsut: -

BEING AN ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISH A VERBAL CONNEXION

1

BETWEEN THE ORIGINAL AND 'I'Hﬁ ENGLISH TRANSLATION.
. WITH INDEXES, JIST, OF PROPER NAMES, &0..
———

P !
Lest any on seeing this book should say, *¢his is not for me, for
I can only read my Bible in English ;’’ or again, I know so little
of Hebrew, and nothing of Chaldee, and therefore this is not for
me.:” such are assured that it is for their profiting this work
has been prepared. They will find that, with patience and hu-
mility, they can use it to great advantage,

To the translator of Scripture, and to the corrector of any
translation, what would not be the value of the list of Proper
Names and their occurrences (now for the first time published) ?
But if he were an Englishman, the exact balance between the
idioms of the two languages, which the Indexes furnish, would be
of great additional utility.

The philologist—whose labours are so intimately connected with
grammar and léxicography-+will ind much matter for thought,
prepared ready to his hand.

The scholar who knows the value of that providential care dis-
played by God in our authorised translation, will here find
abundant proors of it. To him the coup d'eil of the words in
English, by which each Hebrew appellative has been .rendered,
and the''English and Hebrew dictionary, will be 'of peculiar
interest.

He who can only spell out Hebrew, will find that his little know-
ledge will, by means of this book, go a great way; while the
student will find it the best dictionary he can use. But that which
I count its greatest value, is the power it affords of proving, or
rather disproving, the verbal re-translations which ill-instructed
innovators would force upon us. ~ Bishop Horsley has shown, that
they who compare Scripture with Scripture, will find both an
armory and a crucible ; .and if, as I believe, nine out of ten of
the verbal corrections which are suggested, can be disproved by
this work, its value, in such a day as this, will be evident to all.
May it prove a means of defénce from error, and of confirmation
in the truth l—Exrracr FRoM NorE BY THE EbITOR.
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