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H -Daily Motto for 1896. 

"TOose 5 am, an& Wlbom 3- serve," k>&£ 
--(Acts xxvii. 2:*). ^rlW^ 

LESSED words with which to step forth on the 
untrodden daily pathway of 1896. As the eyes 
are opened morning by morning, just to look 

upward to the Risen Christ, and joyfully s a y — " W H O S E 
I am," loyally and fully owning His claim as Lord and 
Redeemer, to all we are, and all we have. 

As the busy hours pass on, and the crowd and crush 
of daily duties press themselves into our hands, how sweet 
to regale the heart with the remembrance—"WHOM I 
Serve," Then, whether the service be in itself painful or 
pleasing, it will be rendered joyfully as unto the Lord, 
and the common-place duties, the daily routiue of home 
and business life, will be done so as to please Him. 

This is what the Christian, the child of God, the servant 
of Jesus Christ has been called unto—to own himself the 
Lord's, everywhere and always, no more his own, but 
"bought with a price," to render a life-long service to 
Jesus Christ his Lord. And His service is—"perfect 
freedom"; there is nothing like it. To cleave with 
purpose of heart to the Lord, to be guided in all things 
by His Word, to make it the aim and object of life to 
please Him, is the only way of solid happiness and peace. 
Christian Reader, let it be the steadfast purpose of your heart 
to please the Lord. Let your watchword be—" WHOSE 

I am, and WHOM I serve," singing as you go— 

•"In full and glad surrender, we give ourselves to Thee, 
Thine wholly, and only, and evermore to be; 
O Son of God who bought us, we will be THINE alone, 
And all we have, and love, and are, shall henceforth be THINE own.' 
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"gright a6 the jfromiAed of f|od." 

WHEN the devoted Judson had returned from 
Burmah, after eighteen years of hard pioneer 
work in that land, amid persecution, privation, 

and imprisonment, and had only seen eighteen converts,. 
he was asked by some one—" What are the prospects of 
the work ? " " Bright as the promises of God " was the 
heroic reply. Judson had laid hold on the promises 
of the eternal God : they had been the strength and sus-
tainence of his spirit during those years of apparently 
unfruitful toil, and he knew that the results would come, 
as sure as the promises of God stood fast. Such faith 
must sooner or later reap its reward : God must be true 
to Himself and His Word. Let all who serve Christ, 
sowing the good seed of His Word, and setting the Gospel 
of God's grace before perishing sinners old or young, lay 
hold on the promises of God. Faith in God's promises 
sustains the labourer's spirit, and enables him to go on 
ploughing and sowing in hope. May it be so with all 
who labour for Christ among the children, seeking their 
conversion. Their's is a work requiring faith and patience, 
but it is " bright as the promises of God." Labour on 
then in jovful confidence, looking for the harvest, which 
will surely come, for God has said " I n due season we 
shall reap if we faint not." 

WORLDLY CHRISTIANS. One fruitful cause of worldli-
ness among Christians is idleness—having nothing to do 
for God. " Jeshurun waxed fat and kicked " : had he 
been in active service for God, he would have found a use, 
for his increased strength and riches, in other activities. 
Reader, have you any service for Christ ? 
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" Your Servants for Jesus' sake " (2 Cor. iv. 5). 
" Who for His Name's sake went forth " (X John 7). 

H glad strong word of brightness, 
Oh message sweet and true, 
Resounding in the answer 
To, " Lord what shall I do " ? 
Message so sweetly whispered, 
Along the way we take ; 
What'eer betide this New Year 
Do all, " For Jesus sake/' 

4' For Jesus sake," high honour 
To live thus unto Him ; 

" For Jesus sake," obeying 
His voice in everything. 

" For Jesus sake," the motive 
Of every self-denial; 

" For Jesus sake," the lesson 
Learned by each time of trial. 

" For Jesus sake," then others 
Shall see in all the ways 
Of God's beloved children 
All through their pilgrim days. 
A life of swift obedience, 
Of faith, and hope, and love; 
Touched with a golden radiance, 
That falleth from above. 

" For Jesus sake," the motto 
To light us through the year ; 
To lead us on victorious, 
O'er sin, and doubt, and fear. 
To please the Lord our object, 
His Word our guide we take ; 
As His devoted labourers 
To serve, " For Jesus sake." 
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|§eacher6 in fponference. HJo. 4. 
SUBJECT.—" Election, and The Gospel. 

CONTROVERSIAL subjects are not as a rule desire-
able in such meetings as ours, but as the subject of 
"Election" is exercising the minds of some, and 

seems to present a difficulty in connection with presenting 
a full and free salvation to every creature, we have named 
it for conference, and free helpful conversation, (a) It 
has always been a puzzle to theologians, to make " God's 
Sovereignity " and " Man's Responsibility "—as they call 
them—blend, (b) One thin^ is sure : if God has taught 
both in His Word, as he clearly has (2 Thess. ii. 13, with 
John iii. 18), then our first duty is to believe God, and 
not attempt to " reconcile " them, (c) Truth is one, and 
no part contradicts another, every truth has its own place. 
(d) Election is not a Gospel truth at all: it has no place 
in connection with the Gospel, (e) Outside the Door of 
salvation, the great signboard is " Whosoever will." " If 
any man enter in he shall be saved." Once inside, the 
saved one reads—•" Chosen in Him before the foundation 
of the world." (e) No one ever came to the door to be 
thrust out: no question as to election ever was raised. 
(f) When God invites all to come, we may be sure He 
means it: there is present salvation for every sinner on 
earth, (g) And whoever refuses it must blame himself 
and not God. (h) No sinner in hell will ever say he is 
there because he was not " elected " : his remorse will be 
that he "refused" salvation, (i) Yet Election is a 
glorious truth. "God's elect" is a title of dignity-
Election is connected with the rank and privilege of 
saints (Eph. i. 4 : 1 Pet. i. 2), and was never intended to> 
put a limit on the Gospel, or to be a hindrance to it. 
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fhe Bible Students Slaaa. 
SUBJECT.—" Believers" 

OUR subjects for the present year will be, the various 
"Ti t l es" given to children of God in the New 
Testament Scriptures. Some of these imply 

relationship and privileges ; others responsibilites and 
duties. We begin with one of the earliest, namely— 
Believers. " Be thou an ensample of the believers" 
(i Tim. iv. 12). "Believers were the more added to the 
Lord" (Acts v. 24). By unbelief, by disobeying God 
(Gen. iii), man became a sinner. By believing God he 
is justified (Rom. iii. 26). By faith the sinner is saved 
(Eph. ii. 8), and becomes God's child (Gal. iii. 26). He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life5' (John iii. 
36), and as the life is received in believing, so also is it 
sustained by faith. " I live by xhtfaith of the Son of 
God" (Gal. ii. 20). " I believe God that it shall be even 
as it was told me " (Acts xxvii. 23), is the language of one 
who has learned to trust in God, and believe His Word, 
no matter what appearances say to the contrary. " Filled 
with all joy and peace in believing" (Rom. xv. 13), 
" In Whom believing ye rejoice" (1 Pet. i. 8), tell howr a 
joyful and peaceful condition is sustained in the saint. 
"Believing all things which are written" (Acts xxiv. 14) 
—a needed word for our day, when much of God's truth 
is questioned—is the testimony- of a heart reposing Li 
God whose Word is sure. " I know whom I have 
believed" (2 Tim. i. 12), is the testimony of one who well 
knew the faithfulness of the Lord Jesus in whom he 
trusted. Thus the name " Believer" expresses our 
relation to God, to Christ, and to the Word. 
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feekltj giblc j|la4A |§ubject6. 
For Senior Classes, Bible Classes, and Weekly Readings. 

FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 

God now proclaims forgiveness 
of sins to every creature through 
the death and resurrection of 
Christ (Acts xiii. 38-39). 
I ts Ground, (Eph. i. 7). 
I ts Cause, (Eph. iv. 32). 
ItsExtent,(Col.ii.l3:Psa.ciii.3). 
I ts Assurance, (1 .John ii. 12). 
Jts Blessedness, (Psa. xxxii. I). 
I ts Effect, (Psa. cxxx. 4). 
I t belongs to God alone (Dan. 
ix. 9), is limited to the present 
world (Mark iii. 39), is received 
by faith (Acts xiii. 39 : xxviii. 
18). To the sinner it is given 
once for all ; to the believer 
often (1 Johni. 9). 

REGENERATION. 

Regeneration, or the New Birth, 
is much dwelt upon in John, 
chap. iii. 
I ts Necessity. John iii. 7 : Gal. 

vi. IT) Man's natural state 
described iu Eph. ii. 1 : 
Job xi. 12. 

His Reformation impossible, 
(Job xiv. 4 : John iii. 6). 

I ts Nature. A new creation, 
(2 Cor. v. 17) ; the work
manship of God, (Eph. ii. 
10; in His image. Eph. iv. 
24 : Col. iii. 10) ; a new 
nature implanted. 

How it is Effected. Born of the 
Spirit, (John iii. 5) ; " the 
renewing of the Holy 
Spirit/5 Titus iii. r>. The 
Spirit is the agent, the 
Word the instrument, 
Born again by the Word, 
(1 Peter i. 23); begotten by 
theWordofGud(Jamesi. 18). 

Received by Faith, Gal. iii. 26. 
Its Evidences, (1 John iii. 9 : 

Rom. vi. 22: 2 John iii. 10). 

JUSTIFICATION. 

Man is unrighteous (Rom. iii. 
10), and unjust (1 Peter iii. 18). 
He cannot be justified by works 
(Rom. iii.20). %4 How should man 
be just with God" (Job ix. 13). 
A seven-fold answer is given in 
the Gospel :— 
God, Rom.viii.33. -The Author. 
Grace, Rom.iii.24.-The Source. 
Blood, Rom. v. 9—The Cause. 
Faith,Rom. v. L—TheChannel. 
Resurrection, Rom. iv. 25 -Proof. 
trom Mn, Actsxiii 39.—Result. 
Works, Jas. ii. 24.—Evidence. 

Paul 'treats of justification 
bfjore God (Rom. iv. 2 : v. 1), 
by faith alone. James writes 
of justification before men (Jas. 
ii. 20-22), by works. Paul's 
statement is not contradicted 
but fulfilled (James ii. 23). 

REDEMPTION. 

Redemption is by blood, and 
by power—by the blood of 
Christ (I Pet. i. 19), by the 
power of God (Psa. cvi. 10). 
I t concerns persons (Psa cxi. 
9), and things (Eph. i. 14). I t 
is past, at the Cross of Christ 
(Heb. ix. 12), from sin's curse 
(Gal. iii. 13) : present, by the 
power of Christ risen, from 
sin's power (Titus ii. 14) ; 
fat tire, at Christ's coming 
from sin's presence (Rom. 
viii. 23). 



and Bible Student's Helper. 7 

e6 on Bible &A6on6 for gundau Schools. 

These " Notes " are specially prepared for the use of Teachers. They are 
intended to be suggestive, and to lead to further searching and meditation. 
They are for the Lessons given in "The Children's Almanac and Bible-
.tSearching Text Book for 1896, A/-per KM) ; and the New "Sunday School 
Scheme for 1896." It is printed on stout paper in a new and more handy 
size and style for fixing in pocket Bible, and can be given to the scholar 

each month or quarter, as desired. %/- pev HA), post free. 

JAN. 5th.—The Great Commission.— Acts i. 1-12. 
Memory Text.—Mark .vvi. 15. 

The " Acts"— The Persons—Powtr—Plan—P irpose. 

T H E Book known as " T h e Acts of the Apostles "—from which 
•our New Testament Lessons are taken for the present year—is 
the great " Missionary Record " of early Christian times. The 
Apostles and early disciples of the Loid were the instruments 
used in spreading abroad the Gospel, but the mighty works 
recorded here are the " Acts of the Holy Spirit " rather than the 
" Acts of the Apostles.5' Here we have the triumphs of God's 

•Gospel in every land ; the glorious work of God's saving power 
^and grace among men of every nation, sinners of every clime. 
The narrative occupies about 34 years--A.D. 33-66. I t was 
written by Luke, " t h e beloved Physician," (Col. iv. 14), who also 
wrote the third Gospel which bears his name. I t was his 
"former t reat ise" (Acts i. 1), or " first narrative " of all that 
Jesus " began to do and teach." and the " A c t s " is his second 
narrative telling what the Lord Jesus WENT ON to do and 
teach after He ascended to heaven, throuyh His servants, by the 
Holy Spirit. 

Standing on the preface of this great book of missionary effort 
is the Lord's commission (v. 8). I t was the marching orders of 
the early disciples, and it is ours. Nothing has been added to 
i t or taken from it since then. Each of the four Gospels ends with 
a special aspect of the Lord's commission (see the closing words 
•of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), and here in the " Acts " it-
is repeated with additional information as to the power by which 
the work was to be done. The whole may be simply arranged thus : 

1.—THE PERSONS, " Ye shall be witnesses." Saved first, 
then serve. Nobody can " w i t n e s s " for Christ but those that 
know Him. All are not preachers, but all are "witnesses." The 
word is the same as " martyrs "—confessors of Christ. 

2 . — T H E POWER. " Ye shall receive the power of the Holy 
•Spirit coming upon y o u " (margin) " P o w e r " here is strength, 
might, ability. Not by human might or power are sinners 
•alarmed, awakened, convicted, converted : by the Spirit of God 
alone. The Gospel of Christ, spoken in the power of the Spirit, 
is what God is using and will use to the conversion of sinners •everywhere. 
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3.—THE TLAN. " I n Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth." God has a way, a method, am 
order in His work. Begin at home : tell your own brothers., 
relations, schoolmates, neighbours, of Jesus first, then others. 
See how the Lord's order was followed (Acts viii. 1, 4, 5, 27). 

4.—THE PURPOSE. To "make disciples for Chr is t" (Matth. 
xxviii. 19). To take out a people for Christ (Acts xv. 14). T o 
bring salvation to all who believe (Mark xvi. 16 : Rom. i. 10). 
This double object of God's Gospel should ever be kept in view 
by all who speak it, viz., to bring God's salvation to the sinner -
to bring the saved one as a disciple to Christ as his Lord. 

Jan. 12th.—The Day of Pentecost.—Acts ii. 1-12. 
Memory Text.—Eph esians I. 13. 

The Coming of the Spirit—HU Person and Work—His Opposersi 
AFTER the disciples had seen their Lord ascend to heaven, thejr 
returned to the upper room in Jerusalem where their dwelling 
was, and as the Lord had commanded them, they " continued inn 
prayer" for ten days (Acts i. 14), waiting for the promised 
Comforter, or Paraclete, whom Jesus had promised to send 
(John xv. 26), after He was glorified (John vii. 38). There were-
forty days between the feast of First-fruits and Pentecost, or th^ 
feast of Weeks (see Lev. xxiii. 10, 16). The resurrection of 
Christ, as the First-fruits of them that slept (1 Cor. xv. 20, 23), 
was the fulfilment of the former : now they were to receive the 
fulfilment of the latter. And thus it happened—" When Pente
cost was fully come"—or " w a s being fulfilled"—the Jewish. 
priest doubtless presenting the two wave-loaves in the temple as 
usual—the praying watching company in the upper room hacl 
the answer given. Suddenly a "sound like a tempest blast" was 
heard coming from heaven, and presently it filled all the house 
where they were. "Tongues" like fire in colour, and parted, settled 
on each of them. This was a new thing in the earth, the-
beginning of a new work, the formation of a new testimony. 
The Spirit of God, a Person—not an influence, not in human 
form as the Son but—God the Spirit, co-equal with the eternali 
Father and the Son, has come down to earth. He has come to* 
carry on the work of God, the work of conviction and conversion! 
among sinners, and the work of sealing (Eph. i. 13), strengthen
ing (Eph. iii. 16), keeping (Rom. viii. 24) saints individually, and. 
of forming many saints into one : one body for Christ (1 Cor. xii. 
13), one dwelling-place for God (Eph. ii. 22). The tongues' weiae 
given to speak the Gospel in many languages, so that all might 
hear in their own language " t he wonderful works of God." The 
dispensation thus inaugurated : the work thus begun, continues* 
still, and will until the Lord's return. Till then, the Gospel is to 
be preached, sinners awakened, born of the Spirit, sealed, 
indwelt, united to Christ risen and to all His saints, as members 
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of one body. The privileges and corresponding responsibilitieB 
are greater than in any former age of the world's history, so must 
the doom of those who neglect, despise, or neglect salvation be 
deeper than that of sinners of any former time. These " resist " 
or oppose " the Holy Ghost " (Acts vii. 51), and do despite to 
(literally, insult) " the Spirit of grace " (Heb. x. 29). Think of 
opposing and insulting God ! God the Son was reproached and 
crucified by priests and people who stood around the Cross. 
God the Spirit is " opposed " by all who refuse His testimony t o 
Christ in the Gospel, and " insulted " by those who put works, 
prayers, religion, priests, or anything else, in Christ's place a& 
Saviour and Lord. 

Jan 19th.—The F i r s t Great Ingathering1.—Acts ii. 37-17. 
Memory Text.—Romans x. ,9. 

Curiosity—Conviction—Conversion—Confession—Consecration. 

JERUSALEM was crowded with people from every part of Palestine, 
and with devout Jews who had come from far oS lands, to keep 
the feast of Pentecost. These, when they heard the strange 
tidings—or possibly the " sound from heaven "—flocked together 
around the apostles, and were amazed to hear them speak in 
their own dialect and their own tongue " the wonderful works 
of God." Men filled with the Spirit always so speak—not of 
themselves, but of God and Christ. Some were amazed and 
delighted : others scoffed, and said they were filled with " sweet 
wine." Then Peter, who had been chosen by the Lord to open t h e 
door of faith to Jew and Gentle (Matth. xvi. 19 : Acts xv. 7), 
stood up, and spake forth the Lord's message, the others standing 
around. His testimony was concerning Christ, crucified, risen, 
glorified : rejected by them, glorified by God. They had given 
Him a shameful Cross, God had given Him a seat at His right-
hand. That testimony—proved from their own Scriptures— 
applied by the Spirit " pricked (literally 'Hung') them to the 
heart " and they cried out, no longer—" What meaneth this"? but 
" What shall we do " ? Curiosity had given place to conviction : 
general inquiry to personal anxiety. This is what all who speak 
to sinners should work for—and expect. Conviction must pre
cede genuine conversion. Peter directed them to " the Name of 
Jesus Christ "—and to that Name, God still points the sinner, 
Jew or Gentile—for forgiveness (Acts x. 43), and eternal life 
(John xx. 31). Then and there, three thousand received Peter's 
testimony concerning Christ—just what every sinner must do-
now for salvation—aud in confession of their faith were baptized 
and added to the disciples of the Lord, with whom they, breaking 
all links with the world, continued steadfastly. This was the 
first great ingathering from the kingdom of Satan to Christ, the 
greatest triumph of the Cross the world had seen, and the-
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harvest still continues, golden sheaves being reaped from near 
-and distant fields to grace the garner of the great Husbandman. 
A bright and beautiful picture follows of the newly-formed 
community—separate from the world, united among themselves, 
a grand testimony to the world. The giving up of their 
possessions, shewed how real their consecration to Christ and His 
service was. 

JAX. 26th.— The Cripple Man Saved and Healed.— 
Acts iii. 1-18. 

Memory Text.—Romans xv. 13. 
Helpless and Hopeless-Position and Practice- Walk and Worship. 
T H E lame man laid at the temple gate named " Beautiful," is a 
fit illustration of the sinner : helpless, hopeless, destitute ; to 
whom religion and its ordinances can bring no salvation or 
strength. His sudden yet perfect healing, illustrates the power 
of the Gospel on all who believe it. His walk and worship after, 
the p*th and testimony of the saved man. " Lame from his 
birth,"—not by mishap, but by nature, shews the sinner's 
natural state : *' without strength " (Rom. v. 6). " Asked alms," 
—his destitution ; nothing higher expected, hopeless as to his 
condition. Peter, " fastening his eyes on him,"—the look of 
compassion of the earnest soul-winner. "Look on us,"—the 
look of faith of the trusting sinner (Isa. xlv. 22 : John iii. 14). 
" In the Name of Jesus the Na.z&rene"—the despised One of 
<earth, the glorified One in heaven : the Name He bears and owns 
in glory (Acts xxii. 8). In His Name there is forgiveness (1 John 
ii. 12), life (1 John v. 13), therefore let us exalt His Name and speak 
in it (Psa. xxxiv. 3 : Acts iii. 18-20). "R i se up,"—Christian 
position : Walk,"—Christian practice. God first raises up 
<Eph. ii. 5-6), gives a new position, new life, new strength : then 
he bids us walk worthy of it (Eph. iv. 1). " T o o k him by the 
hand,"—human instrumentality : sinners must be got hold of. 
"Immediately made strong,"—Divine power, sudden conversion. 
" Leaping up,"—manifest conversion : " Stood " preservation : 
"Walked"—progress : " W i t h them,"—fellowship of sa in ts : 
" praising God,"—worship : " they recognised him,"—testimony. 
A saved sinner, in a new position, in new company, standing, 
walking, worshipping as a saint, is a real testimony for God 
among men; a lifeless professor, a stumbling-block, and a curse. 

FEB. 2nd.—Cain the First Formalist.—Genises iv. 1-16. 
Memory Text—John iii- 3-

Sinner—Formalist—Murderer—Grace-Rejector. 
ADAM'S eldest son, born in his likeness (chap. v. 3), fallen, under 
-condemnation (Rom. v. 19), separated by sin from God. The 
iirst formalist, false worshipper, with a religion of self-pleasing : 
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a ritualist, liar, murderer, rejector of sacrifice. The " w a y of 
Cain" (Jude 14), is still trod. I t began by ignoring the fall. 
He rejected God's provision of sacrifice : he devised a way of his 
own : He came to God confessing no sin, offering no blood, an 
unforgiven, unregenerate worshipper. He was rejected : all 
unconverted worshippers are (Isa. i. 2-14 : lxvi. 8-4). He was 
angry with God, and vented it on his brother—God's accepted 
one—"Righteous Abe l" (Matth. xxii. 33). Christ was hated 
(John xv. 18), as His people still are (1 John iii. 13). Cain wa& 
" of the wicked one," so are all religious Christ-rejectors and 
oppressors of God'3 people, and God's t ruth (John viii. 44). God 
met him, searched him, presented a sin offering, laid it at his door 
(see v. 6, " a sin-offering croucheth at thy door," Newberry), but 
he rejected it, went out from the presence of the Lord, builded a 
city and sought to make himself happy in the world, forgetting 
his sin. Such is the sinner's pa th—" the way of Cain,"—the end 
of which is destruction (Matth. vii. 13 : 2 Thess. i. 8-9). 

orreapondence. 

Short, practical suggestions on Sunday School Management, and points of 
interest in Gospel Work amongst the young, are always welcome for this-
page. 

A SPIRIT OF P R A Y E R . — " W e have had a joyful season of 
ingathering here : many of our dear Sunday Scholars have been 
converted. This work was begun immediately after a spirit of" 
prayer had been increased among the teachers, and several 
weekly prayer meetings begun, to cry to God for the salvation of 
our children." [Yes, a genuine spirit of prayer—not of saying 
prayers, but of real laying hold on God—is a sure precursor of 
blessing.]—ED. 

BIBLE CHARACTERS.—" I have found great interest among my 
scholars while going over the histories of Noah, Moses, David, 
and others in the Old Testament. They afford a grand opportunity 
of setting before the young, not only the doctrines of Ruin, 
Redemption, and Regeneration, but also of shewing the living 
and practical side of real Christian life. I remember well, how 
as a lad, I was attracted by the choice of Moses, the faith of 
David, and the faithfulness of Daniel and others, and how I 
longed to be saved so that I might follow the same glorious path. 
The great ' ; Life Stories " of these " Bible Heroes " are just what 
our boys should have put before them. Then they will not want 
the •' Heroes " of fiction wTho never existed. 
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l|§fork and Workers amcng^t the l|oung. 

Short, crisp reports, of Gospel Work amongst the Young*, new Schools, .and 
Words of Cheer, may be sent to tiie Editor a t any time. 

AYR. — •' About 150 scholars in Gospel Hall Sunday School. 
Some hopeful cases." 

WATERLOO HALL, KILMARNOCK. — " A number of young folks 
lately baptized and added to the assembly of believers, four out of 
the Sunday School. Others have professed conversion." 

DALMELLINUTON.—" Numbers increase here during the winter 
months, more children than there are teachers, they are generally 
.addressed as a children's meeting. 

TURRIFF, AIVERDEENSHIRE.—C4 Still the Lord encourages us by 
saving some of the young folks here." 

C A R D I F F . — " In the Deaf and Dumb School at Llandaff, near 
here, there are many interesting children, some of whom are 
diligent Bible-Searchers, finding and filling in all the daily texts 
in the ' Children's Almanac '." 

MOTHERWELL. —'' A large and well arranged School has existed 
in Roman Road Hall here for many years, from which God has 
•saved and added to the company of believers meeting there, many 
bright young lads and lasses." 

Our Book and Sheet Almanac and Diaries for 1896, are still 
on sale, and will be sent in small or large quantities to any address 
jioxt free. (For particulars see page of Cover). 

OUR N E W LIST of our ONE THOUSAND Gift and Reward Books 
for Sunday Schools, carefully selected from all the best publishers, 
•each book personally examined, to make sure that it contains only 
sound and healthful reading, of a distinctly Scriptural character, 
which may be safely put into the hands of our young folks. 
Parents and teachers should see this list. A liberal discount 
given to Teachers and Schools on Prizes, and books selected to 
suit children if desired. 

PUBLISHER'S NOTE.—The same number of this Magazine will 
lie sent to all present Subscribers during 1896 as before, 
unless contrary instructions are given. Kindly let all new orders 
and alterations be sent as early as possible. A packet of specimen 
copies will be sent post free to any who will help to increase the 
circulation by bringing the " Magazine " before Sunday School 
Teachers, Bible Students, and Christian Workers, who have not 
seen it. 

Our Six Monthly Magazines are sent by Post and Rail to reach 
Subscribers before beginning of month. If you do not get them 
in good time through booksellers, order them Direct. We find 
they are often delayed, waiting for others. 



J-JJhe goapel of god, and it* potter. 

HAT no sinner, old or young, can be convicted of 
sin, converted to God, and started on the 
heavenward road, apart from the mighty power 

of God, is what every true believer will at once admit. 
To deliver a bond-slave from Satan's cruel grasp: to 
convert a sin-driven man from the error of his ways : to 
regenerate and create anew, are works admittedly beyond 
the power of man. They must be accomplished by the 
power of God alone. This is so far good. But we must 
next enquire, " Where is this power of God vested, and by 
what means is it brought to bear upon the sinner so that 
his conversion may result?" The apostle supplies the 
answer in Romans i. 16. He says, " I am not ashamed 
•of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one thatbelieveth." The same mighty 
spower of God that made the worlds, and shall cause them 
to pass away : that raised Christ from the tomb, and shall 
yet raise the dead, small and great, for glory or judgment, 
is now attached to " the Gospel of Christ." To get that 
Gospel brought nigh to the sinner, and to get the sinner to 
receive, by faith, that Gospel, should therefore be the 
igreat aim of the preacher, the Sunday School teacher, 
and the soul-winner. If you desire to see the power of 
God put forth in the salvation of sinners, make known 
the Gospel. Not merely speak of it, or refer to it, but 
•" PREACH THE GOSPEL to every creature." It needs no 
'embellishment: it requires no stepping-stone. Only let 
ît be spoken in all plainness and simplicity from a heart 

^beating warm to Christ, and by lips opened by the Spirit 
•of God and it will be sure to accomplish the purpose for 
which God sent it. 
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Antiquarian ffcachera. 

HERE are among those who share the work, of 
Sunday School teaching, not a few, who may be 
justly named "Antiquarians." They live, and 

move, and have their being, amid times that are past. 
They can tell wonderful tales of their boyhood days, and 
of the work of God amongst old and young in times long. 
gone by, but^hey do not seem to be one bit in touch with 
the times, and the necessities of our boys and girls of 
to-day. However interesting it may be to know what was 
done twenty and thirty years ago, it does not meet the 
needs of this present generation. What we need for the 
service of the Lord everywhere, and especially in the 
Sunday School, is a band of consecrated men and women, 
who have the mind of God, and who can deal with the 
needs of the children of this present time. The world is 
a long way further on in its wickedness than it was twenty 
years ago. The devil has many new devices. New 
snares are laid for ruining souls. The very foundations of 
the Gospel are now openly and unblushingly assailed, and 
that by men who pretend to be the religious teachers of 
the people. The press pours out its burning stream of 
infidelity: the literature provided for our young folks in 
many cases is far from healthy. The language they are 
often obliged to hear is godless, sceptical, profane. If 
the Sunday School Teacher would grapple with his 
children's consciences, and bring God's Word to bear 
upon them he must live in the present, and be as some of 
ancient days, who "had understanding of the times and 
knew what Israel ought to do" (i Chron. xii. 32). May-
God raise up and thrust forth many such workers. 

T 
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in Ifouch with I$e6u6. 

" With purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord " 
(Acts xi. 23). 

" My soul followeth hard after Thee " (Psa. lxiii. 8). 

H, keep in touch with Jesus, 
All through the busy day; 

Life's fever and fret and vain regret, 
His hand can take away. 

Oh, keep in touch with Jesus, 
And fix on Him your eye; 

So will the rugged road grow smooth, 
And light the task you ply. 

Oh, keep in touch with Jesus, 
If you would prove His power; 

Renewing and restraining 
Your spirit, hour by hour. 

Oh, keep in touch with Jesus, 
And take Him at His word; 

Claiming the glorious fulness, 
That's promised by your Lord. 

Oh, keep in touch with Jesus, 
For He can make you whole; 

Prom every kind of sickness, 
That may attack vour soul. 

Oh, keep in touch with Jesus, 
This is the blessed life; 

That breathes the calm of heaven, 
Amid earth's war and strife. 
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jfeacher6 in Conference, g o . 5. 
SUBJECT.—"Repentance, and The Gospel? 

HERE is a reserve in the minds of not a few, on the 
subject of Repentance. It seems to stand in 
their way, in presenting a full and free salvation to 

every sinner on earth. I propose that we briefly examine 
what the Scriptures say on this subject, especially in 
its connection with the Gospel, (a) Repentance, as it is 
generally spoken of, is meant to imply penitential sorrow 
for sin. (b) And is demanded as a pre-requisite to 
salvation, (c) This is just Romanism, and in direct 
antagonism to grace. It is an enemy of the Gospel, (d) 
The word "metanoia" means—an "after-mind," the result 
of second thought, (e) The sinner naturally has wrong; 
thoughts of God. He thinks God is hard, wrathful, and 
desirous of his damnation. When he learns that God is 
love, that He gave His Son, that salvation is provided for 
him by sovereign grace, and free forgiveness extended 
without merit, his mind is changed, and his heart turns to 
God. (f) " Repentance toward God " and " faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ " go together, (g) Yes, whoever 
believes in Christ, then turns to God (see 1 Thess. i. g\ 
from sin. (h) It was Jonah's preaching of judgment, 
that caused the Ninevites to repent; now the goodness of 
God, especially as presented in the Gospel, "leads to-
repentancen (Rom. ii. 4). (i) It is not now so much 
a turning from, as a turning to God. (j) Hence 
repentance, faith, and conversion, are all used to describe 
the same event in different aspects—not successive stages 
of the way to God (see Acts xi. 18: xiv. 27: xv. 3).. 
"Gospel" repentance is produced by the preaching of God's 
love and grace, rather than by the cemmand to repent. 
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|fhe Jpble gtudenfa glaA6. 
SUBJECT.—" Disciples" 

H E commission given in Matt, xxviii. 18, R.V., 
reads u Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching 
them to observe all things" <S:c. The aim and object 
of the preaching of the Gospel, is not only to bring 
salvation to the lost—it does that (Mark xvi. 15, 16), but 
also to bring disciples to Christ. This was the practice 
of the apostles and early preachers (Acts xiv. 21, R.V). 
In the days of the Lord's own ministry many " believed 
in His Name" (John ii. 23), who never became His 
followers; only those who continued in His Word were 
truly His disciples (John viii. 31, R.v). The Lord's own 
conditions of true discipleship are plainly given in Luke 
xiv. 26, 27, 33,—solemn and searching words, for pro
fessors of this easy-going world-loving and self-pleasing 
day ! Measured by this standard—the only one recog
nized by God—how applicable are the words still, " Many 
of His disciples went back and walked no more with Him " 
(John vi. 66). Grace is widely preached, and its gifts 
welcomed, but the discipline (Titus ii. 12), or teaching 
(literally, to train or discipline), which that grace imparts 
to its subjects, is little cared for. The badge of discipleship 
is love. " By this shall all men know that ye are My dis-
ciples, if ye have love one to another" (John xiii. 35). 
Fruitfulness is also a mark of the true disciple (John xv. 
8), and suffering is his portion on earth (Luke vi. 40 : John 
xv. 20. with Acts viii). The word " disciple " expresses Un
believer's relation to Christ, as his Lord and Master. 
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feckly l|ible §[la66 §ubject6. 
For Senior Scholars\ Bible Classes, and Weekly Readings. 

Eternal Life. Sinners are by nature without "life." 
All men exist, and will for ever, but only those who have 
been "born again" have eternal life. All the uncon
verted are " Dead in sins" (Eph. ii. i ) : "Alienated from 
the life of God " (Eph. iv. 18): "No life" in them (John 
vi. 53): "Bead" while they live (1 Tim. v. 6). The 
following Scriptures present Eternal life in four different 
aspects. 
Eternal Life Promised. 
The First Gospel Promise (Gen. 

iii. 15). 
The First Gospel Type (Gen. 

iii. 21). 
Promised by God (Titus i. 2). 
Shewed by Christ (1 John i. 2). 
In Him was Life (John i. 4). 
He laid it down (John x. 15). 
Took it again (John x. 18). 
Now imparts it (John v. 26). 
A Free Gift (Rom. vi. 23). 

Eternal Life Imparted. 
Christ the Life-giver (John x. 10). 
Hjmself the Life (John xi. 25). 
The Bread of Life (John vi. 35). 
Water of Life (Rev. xxii. 17). 
Hear and Live (John v. 25). 
Received by Faith (Johni. 12). 
Contrast to " d o " (Gal. iii. 12). 
Some refuse it (John v. 40). 
Put it away (Acts xiii. 41). 
Never see life (John iii. 36). 
The " crown of Life " (Rev. ii. 

10), is a reward and may 
be lost, but life itself being 
in Christ iaH-ernally secure 
to all believers. 

Eternal Life Possessed, 
The Believer hath The life (John 

iii. 36). 
Is quickened (Eph. ii. 1). 
Passed from death (John v. 24). 
He knows it (1 John v. 13). 
I t " a b i d e t h " in him (1 John 

iir. 15). 
Can never perish (John x. 27). 
Hid with Christ (Col. iii. 3). 

Eternal Life Manifested 
in the Believer. 

In mortal flesh (2 Cor. iv. 10). 
Christ liveth in him (Gal.ii.20). 
Walks in him (2 Cor. vi. 16). 
He walks in newness life (Rom. 

vi. 4). 
Lives for Christ (2 Cor. v. 15). 
No more to sin (1 Peter iv. 2). 
And in the future it is to him— 
The hope (Titus i. 2). 
The end (Rom. vi. 22). 
The last two Scriptures view 

Eternal Life in its finality 
in resurrection. 

Gal.ii.20
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||§ote6 on ij|ible |§Je66on6 for gundatj gchoolA. 

These " Notes " are specially prepared for the use of Teachers. They are 
intended to be suggestive, and to lead to further searching and meditation. 
They are for the Lessons given in " T h e Children's Almanac and Bible-
Searching Text Book for 1890, U/'per 100 ; and the New "Sunday School 
Scheme for 1896." I t is printed on stout paper in a new and more handy 
size and style for fixing in pocket Bible, and can be given to the scholar 

each month or quarter, as desired, %1-pev 100) post free. 

FEB. 9th.—Noah, the Firs t Shipbuilder.—Gen. vi. 1-13. 
Memory Text.—Hebrews oci. 7. 

Great Men—Sudden Destruction—Noah's Fear—Grace— 
Salvation. 

T H E R E were great men in Noah's day, giants also in wickedness 
in the sight of God. " Men of renown,," or as we would say 
<( men of a name," titled men ; twice mentioned in the Bible; 
here, as great in wickedness; in Numbers xvi. 2, in rebellion 
against God, His Lawgiver and Priest. Both were quickly 
destroyed by Divine judgment. So shall it be in the last days 
(Luke xvii. 26-27, with Jude 11). Sudden destruction cometh 
upon the mighty (2 Peter iii. 5-7), when they say " peace and 
safety " (1 Thess. v. 3). God warned Noah of the coming wrath, 
and Noah was moved with fear (Heb. xi. 7). When sinners 
believe God's testimony of coming judgment they tremble (Acts 
xxiv. 25) : so well they may. When it comes, those who are 
exposed will tremble more (Rev. vi. 15-17). 

Noah found grace—free favour. By grace alone are sinners 
saved (Eph. ii. 8). An Ark was prepared, according to God's 
own plan, finished, its door set open wide, God Himself entered 
it first, and gave His invitation "Come." That ark is a type 
of Christ. Christ is the sinner's Saviour. Judgment has fallen on 
Him : floods from beneath and above met on the Cross. " God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself " (2 Cor. v. 19). 
I n Christ alone is salvation: none other (Acts iv. 12). Within 
the ark were " nests," rooms—places for all ages, sizes ; in Christ 
there is a place for " Whosoever will." A door in the side, shut 
by the Lord—shews the believing sinner's security (John x. 28). 
A windowin the top to give light, through which those within could 
look heavenward, tells of communion (1 John i. 7). All inside 
were saved : all outside were lost. 
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FEB, 16th.—Esau, who sold His Birthright.— 
(Gen. xxv. 27-34). 

fllemory Text.—Marh viil. 37. 
The Birthright—The Bargain—The Tears. 

ESAU was Isaac's eldest son, Jacob's brother, " a cunning 
hunter, a man of the field," a bold, dashing, lawless youth, care
less and indifferent to the things of God and eternity, Many are 
like him still. To Esau belonged the birthright, the promise, 
the title to the land, but for these he had no heart. The "wor ld "' 
was everything to him, the sport, the game, his heaven—for these* 
he " despised" his birthright, as many despise salvation, Christ, 
and heaven. Returning from the field—the field is the world 
(Matth. xiii. 38),—weary and unsatisfied—the world never gives 
satisfaction to its votaries—he sold his birthright to Jacob his 
brother, for a "morsel of mea t " a single meal of pulse, some
thing to appease his present desire, without thinking of the loss. 
hereafter. Thus many are bartering Christ, salvation, heaven,. 
and their own souls, for the world and its pleasures of sin which 
are only for a season (Mark viii. 36, with Heb. xi. 25). Contrast 
the choice of Moses, who looked onward to the " recompence of 
reward " and chose present affliction with the people of God 
(Heb. xi. 25-26). 

God calls Esau a profane—or impious person; for so doing 
(Heb. xii. 16). So are all who now reject Christ and His salva
tion : it is because they have pleasure in unrighteousness (2 
Thess. ii. 12), for which God says they shall be " damned."" 
Solemn word for the unconverted ! Esau soon rued his bargain,, 
but it came too late. He could not undo it, he found no way 
to change his mind though he sought to do so earnestly with 
tears. Let sinners be warned by this solemn beaconlight, set u p 
by God on time's dark shore. Never was i t more needed than i t 
is now. 

FEB. 23rd.—Jacob, The Homeless Wanderer-
Gen. xxvii. 41-46 : xxviii. 10-22. 

Memory Text.—Jeremiah xxxi. 3. 
Wanderer and Exile—Grace and Glory—Receiver and Giver. 

I F ever there was a man on earth who had no title and no claim 
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to be loved of God, that man was Jacob " the supplanter." He 
had lied to, and deceived his aged father, cheated and robbed his 
elder brother, and was now fleeing from his home for fear of 
punishment, a wanderer and an exile, in the lone wilderness—a 
true picture of the sinner, who has wronged both Cod and men 
(Titus iii. 3). Yet it is of this very Jacob, this very sinful, 
worthless man, that we read " Jacob have I loved" (Horn. ix. 13). 
Yes, saith the Lord " Y e t I loved Jacob " (Malachi i. 2). And 
such is God's love to sinners still (Rom. v. 8), unmerited (Titus 
iii. 4). 

Sleeping on his stony pillow Jacob saw a ladder reaching from 
where he lay to heaven, a complete ladder not a few steps—a 
help heavenward—but an entire new made, direct way, with 
angel attendants all along the way (Heb. i. 14). Surely this 
clearly shews that God?s salvation is all of grace, all through 
Christ, and all for sinners. No merit, no works of man are 
required. The unconditional " I wills" of God were here also 
spoken—providing for the whole future—guidance, protection, 
keeping, and safe home-bringing. Such is God's salvation for 
the sinner : it includes justification, peace, grace, and glory 
(Rom. v. 1-3). Jacob first becomes a receiver, then a worshipper, 
and a giver (v. 22, see also Rom. vi. 23), the gift of God received 
by the sinner (Rom. xii. 1), the saved one presented to God a 
living sacrifice, 

MARCH 1st.—The I m p r i s o n e d Preachers.—Acts iv. 1-22.. 
Memory Text-—Acts iv- 12. 

Testimony—Conversions—Opposition— Imprisonment. 

A great crowd of people had gathered in the temple courts in 
Jerusalem. A man lame from his birth, a well-known character 
doubtless to many, a beggar who had been daily laid at the 
temple gate, but whom neither Pharisee nor Sadducee could cure, 
had been healed and saved through the Name of Jesus, and the 
wondering crowd looked at the man and listened to the wordi 
spoken by Peter. This double testimony has always effect, 
doctrine and life (Titus ii. 10), must go together. That great 
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meeting was rudely interrupted by the Sadducees, whose 
scepticism had got a severe blow by the miracle, and whose 
doctrine had been thrown to the winds, by Peter's bold and 
powerful testimony to the resurrection of Christ. Resurrection 
—whether of Christ or of the sinner, is a t ruth hated by the 
world (see Acts xvii. 18-32), and mocked at. Need we wonder 
the devil raged, when five thousand believed (iv. 4), and were torn 
from his grasp, to become followers of, and witnesses for His 
Conquerer, the Lord Jesus. The servants of Christ were 
imprisoned, and next day were arrainged for trial before the 

^tribunal of religious authority, the same as had condemned the 
Son of God. Here again Peter testifies of Christ—he missed no 
chance to speak of Him—and preaches Him as the rejected, 
glorified, and only Saviour. No other Saviour than Jesus : 
salvation in no other name. Increased persecution, and opposition 
from the religious leaders, only gave increased boldness to the 
Lord's servants. A smart blast from the enemy is good for many 
reasons. Among others it strengthens the true disciple, sends 
•him to God for help, keeps him from affinity with the world, and 
leaves little attraction to hypocrites to " jo in" the company of the 
redeemed. 

Hue6tion6 and Mn6vtzr6. 

Q Is it wise, or productive of any real good, for a Superin
tendent to introduce novel methods, and new matter in the 
Sunday School, without consulting with Teachers ? 

A. We have already expressed our mind in reply to similar 
questions, as to the relation of the brother taking the oversight 
or guidance of the School to the rest of the workers. If he is a 
wise man, one who seeks to keep in touch with all his fellow-
workers, and not simply rule over them, he will seek to have 

Ttheir fellowship as far as ever he can, on all matters relating to 
the working and welfare of the School. I t would surely be a 
most unwarrantable and inconsiderate thing, for him to change 
the Lessons, or introduce something different from what has been 
formerly approved of, without the consent of the teachers. 
Unfortunately, there are those even among Sunday School 
Superintendents who exercise " lordship," but it will always be 
the aim of a true overseer and leader, to carry with him the con
fidence and fellowship of his fellow-labourers in all that he 
• does. 
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gcrrcAponclcncc. 
Short, practical HiiggeHtions 011 Sunday School Management, and points of 

interest in Gospel Work amongst the young, are always welcome for this 
page. Notes and Correspondence on " The Missionary Box " question, next 
month 

CHRISTMAS MEETINGS. — " F o r ten years past we have given 
our Sunday Scholars a Tea on Christmas night, inviting all the 
parents as well. After tea, there is a distribution of prizes for 
good attendance, well-said Texts, and other employments : some
times a few of the senior scholars repeat Gospel poems, and two or 
three brethren give short addresses of a distinctly Gospel 
character. We have no frivolity or mere entertainment, as we 
believe all such nonsense is of the world and of the devil. We 
have very happy times, and often direct results in conversion." 

SOLID BIBLICAL INSTRUCTION.—"In this vast Union (the 
United States), there is an immense deal of Sunday School work 
of a certain kind, but from observation I conclude there is being 
little solid instruction in the Scriptures given, particularly in the-
great foundation truths of the Gospel of God. Light, flippant, and* 
shallow teaching, but little of that which awakens and saves. I 
notice the same kind of thing creeping in, on your side of the 
Atlantic. The defence of those who practice this is, that the 
teaching must be popular and attractive to draw the children, 
else they will not come. There is no fault with adaptation, 
but let there be sound and solid Biblical instruction, otherwise it 
is labour in vain. Since we introduced the " Sunday School 
Scheme" with its very select and suitable subjects adapted to-
children of all ages, we have seen much interest among the 
children, and find that nothing attracts and preserves attention 
like the old Gospel in freshness and simplicity. The " Notes " 
on these lessons given in the " Magazine " are a real help to our 
teachers, most of whom are servants with limited time for Bible 
study." 

N O T AT SCHOOL.—" I find that a number of the Christians here, 
who are in rather a better worldly position than the rest, do not 
send their children to the Sunday School. I suppose they think 
it below their dignity to have them mixed up with children of 
working men. I think they themselves are the losers, for while 
many of our boys and girls have been saved and are following the 
Lord, these are growing up to be proud, worldly, and ungodly." 
[Alas ! there are many Christian parents more anxious to preserve 
their children's " caste," than to see them converted. Wherever 
there is a wrell-conducted School, with godly, capable teachers, 
however humble their lot in life may be, there let Christian 
parents send their children to hear of Jesus and His love. ]—ED. 
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Hfbrk and \Vorkcr6 amongst the Ipoung. 

Short reports, Records of blessing, Special Services, anil crisp Notes of the 
Lord's Work amongst the Young, are always welcome. 

PLYMOUTH.—"The Lord continues to bless in the Raleigh 
Street Sunday School here. We have been much cheered by 
several of the scholars confessing Christ and desiring to follow 
Him in baptism." 

A Y R . — " Several young folks who attend the Sunday School in 
James Street Hall here, and others related to believers have been 
saved of late." 

STOKE OX T R E N T . — " The Lord is saving and adding here. 
Several of those recently saved being young." 

FEATHERSTONE, Y O R K S . — " T h e good work of conversion here 
continues, and there is much interest in Bible Classes and Sunday 
School, both of which are well attended." 

GALSTON.—" Some of our young folks here,—several being in 
the Evangelistic Hall Sunday School—have been brought to the 
Lord. This is cause for thanksgiving." 

BOSTON, M A S S . " — " O u r hearts have been made glad by the 
conversion, and obedience to the Lord of a number of young folks 
here. We are praying that each of them may go on stedfastly 
in the way, and become winners of others to the Saviour." 

H A W I C K . — " A gracious work of God has been, and still is going 
on amongst the young folk here. A number have been converted, 
and are brightly confessing Christ, and owning His Name." 

ANNBANK.—"Qui te a number of young people have been 
brought to the Lord here during the past year, and are now 
worshipping and working happily and heartily in the Lord's 
Name." 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REGISTERS in three sizes, with spaces for 
names of Scholars, Teachers, and attendance. No. 1, to hold 120 
Names, 6d. No. 2, for 400 Names, 1/-. No. 3, for 940 Names, 
to last for 3 years, 2/-. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS' POCKET DIARY, with spaces for 
Notes, Cash, Engagements, a Text for every morning, One Penny. 

• Cloth, 2d ; Soft Leather for Vest pocket, 6d, postjree. 
T H E SUNDAY SCHOOL, ITS W O R K AND WORKERS. By the 

Editor. All young Teachers and Workers should see this book. 
Paper Covers, 6d, Cloth, 1/-. 6 Copies in Cloth to any Superin
tendent or Teacher, to give among Workers, 5/-, post free. 

We will gladly send a packet of specimen copies of The Young 
Watchman, and Our Little Ones' Treasury, to any teacher who 
will introduce them to their scholars, and ask them to become 
subscribers. 
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sj&ggre6Aive j|o6pel gtffort. 
EAL aggressive effort in pushing the glad tidings of 

salvation forward into untouched territory, seems 
indispensible to the spiritual health and prosperity 

of individual believers, Christian assemblies, and we may 
surely add, Sunday Schools as well. To settle down 
satisfied with what has been gained, is the beginning of 
decay, and generally of trouble. God never intended his 
workmen to be idle, or His church to settle on her lees. 
As long as there are sinners old or young, who need the 
Gospel of Christ, near our doors or far away, our business 
and our responsibility is to carry it forward to them. To 
many of us this means no great undertaking, such as that 
of the missionary pioneer who takes his life in his hand, 
and plunges into the dark haunts of heathendom, but an 
extended effort to reach the perishing children and young 
folks in the next street, the next town, or the nearest 
parish, for whose souls no man cares, and who perhaps 
never once heard in simple words the glorious gospel of 
Christ. A band of real gospellers, genuine soul-winners, 
filling the place of teachers in the Sunday School, will 
always cast a longing eye beyond there own classes, 
seeking to gather under the gospel's sound the thousands, 
who are passing onward still unsaved. God give to all 
His people and servants, a yearning, burning desire, a mind 
to work, to push forward the gospel chariot into the vast 
regions beyond. As the Spring and Summer again draw 
near, let the servants of Christ bestir themselves to 
aggressive gospel efforts. The time is short. What is to 
be done must be done quickly. Days of gospel grace, 
and of the ingathering of souls, will quickly pass by. 
Let the servants of Christ press forward to " the regions 
beyond." 
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•he jp66ionanj jjox in gundaij |§chool6. 

E have received a large number of contributions 
on the above subject, which is evidently 
exercising the minds of many of the Lord's 

servants. Our limited space only permits of extracts being 
given, which represent the subject in various aspects. 

A. " The whole subject has to be looked at and 
examined in the light of Scripture, and not judged by its 
laudable object or apparent success. There are hundreds 
of practices that to man's reason seem right, but this is 
not our guide. What saith the Scriptures ? must alone 
decide." 

B. " We will not be able to find a direct Scripture 
bearing on the subject, but the principle of Scripture 
clearly is, that no money should be taken from the 
unconverted (3 John 7) for the spread of God's gospel." 

C. " The idea of collecting money from unconverted 
children to send the gospel to the heathen, is borrowed 
from the world's religion, and is not of God. How can 
God accept the gifts of those who are still rejecting His 
gift of eternal life." 

D. " The money collected in " The Missionary Box " 
in so far as it is put there by unsaved children, whose 
parents are unsaved, comes simply from the world, and 
might just as well be collected direct from the ungodly." 

E. " Children who are converted should be taught the 
duty of giving of their money—even should that be only 
pence—to the Lord, and if it be taught, surely there must 
be opportunity given to practice it. A Box in the School 
seems the simplest way." 
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F. " As a rule the children of believing parents are 
very selfish, and whatever leads them to think of others, 
must be good for them." 

G. " We put down a Box in our School, and tell for 
what purpose the money collected is to be used. No one 
is asked to give, nor do we see it right to hinder any of 
the scholars who desire to give their; mite." 

H. " There is a distinction between giving to sustain 
the Lord's servants who are preaching the Gospel, and 
seeking to provide things necessary for destitute or heathen 
boys and girls. We never make a collection from the 
School as such, for Missionaries, but we put down a box 
at certain times to provide garments for children in 
heathen lands, and food for starving children at home." 

I. " W e do not have a Missionary Box in the usual 
way, but we make a contribution for the Lord's work in 
other lands—chiefly for brethren and sisters who labour 
in teaching children—and give our converted scholars an 
opportunity of giving. We intimate this, and of course 
if others put anything in, it is there own pleasure." 

J. "There has been a going back I think, to the 
world's manners and customs in money matters all round 
for some time. If this goes on at the same pace, we will 
soon be having begging sermons, collection plates, and 
Magazines filled with subscription lists from all and 
sundry. The more simply the Sunday School sticks to 
its work—that of preaching and teaching Christ's gospel, 
the more real blessing God gives in conversions. Collec
tions, music, and games introduced, soon kill spiritual 
power. This much seems clear to me." 

We reserve our own] remarks on this subject till next 
month. 
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" pake jjjnother." 

IN a day of battle, a mounted messenger rode up to 
the General in command and said in a tone of 
triumph : " General, we have taken a standard from 

the enemy." The General, who was talking with another 
officer, seemed to take no notice, and the messenger 
repeated the words—" General, we have taken a standard 
from the enemy." The General then turned round, and 
quietly said, " Then go and take another/' 

The soldier flushed with the little success he had 
gained, seemed satisfied, but the wise General, wrho saw 
that the enemy had many a standard, wanted to see a 
complete victory, ere he encouraged his soldiers to rejoice 
over their spoil. 

In the " wars of the Lord " there is a tendency with 
some to be satisfied with a single standard won, a few 
sinners saved, a small village evangelised, while the 
enemy still floats his flag over the greater number of our 
fellows. There is much land yet to be possessed : many 
sinners, old and young, to tell of Jesus, the " Mighty to 
Save." u Forgetting the things that are behind, and 
reaching forth to those that are before," must ever be the 
Christian worker's watchword, so long as there is a sinner 
to win from Satan's kingdom. Fellow-worker, the Master's 
Word to you in this the day of battle is, " Go and take 
another." Win another soul for Christ. Gain another 
ear for His Gospel. Stretch forth to some further sphere. 
Float the standard of the Cross another step afield. There 
are boys and girls for whose souls no man cares. Let us 
by strength Divinely given, go forth and win them for 
Christ. 
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fcaching the |§faij of f|od mere perfectly. 

H E R E are many earnest young Christian workers, 
who need, as did the fervent and eloquent Apollos 
of ancient time, " to be taught the way of God 

more perfectly" (Acts xviii. 26). There are quite a number 
of able Christian men and women, well taught in the 
Scriptures, who have no special service for the Lord, who 
ought to teach them, as Aquila and Priscilla taught 
Apollos. What is to hinder many a Christian house
holder, inviting to his fireside on an evening, half-a-dozen 
of such earnest but untaught young believers—not to 
gossip, or to talk religiously on general subjects,—but to 
open the Book of God and have an hour's simple exposi
tion of the Word, on some seasonable and helpful theme. 
There would be a double benefit. The young saints 
would be greatly helped in the things of God, and the 
able, and possibly over-fed father in Christ, would be all 
the happier and healthier in soul by the exercise of his 
gift, and the giving out of his store. Sunday School 
workers of long experience, who must soon be laying their 
armour aside, should feel it to be their responsibility, to 
commit the things they have learned to faithful young 
men and women in Christ, wrho will presently have to bear 
the burden of the work now being borne by them. We 
fully and heartily acknowledge that God alone can raise 
up and fit His workmen, but He generally uses human 
instrumentality in so doing. Let us not shirk our part, 
but cheerfully arise and do it. Wherever you see grace 
and gift for the work of the Lord, seek to foster and 
develop it by leading on in scriptural paths of service, 
teaching the way of God more perfectly. 
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teekltj Ifible J|la66 f§ubject6. 

For Senior Scholars', Bible Classes, and Weekly Readings. 

SUBJECT.—"Salvation in Various Aspects" 

"nnHE S a i v a t i ° n ° f G ° d n (A c t s x x v i i i - 2 8 ) - "Saiva" 
I tion is of the Lord " (Jonah ii. 9). He alone is 

"the God of Salvation " (Psa. lxviii. 20). Man 
never could have devised it: he cannot provide it 
for himself, or procure it for others. It comes through 
Christ alone. He is the author of Salvation (Heb. v. 9), 
neither is their Salvation in any other (Acts v. 12). 
Salvation is threefold—past, present, future. Salvation, Past . 
To the believer, Salvation is 

past. He can say— 
Who hath saved us (2 Tim. i.9). 
Ye are saved (Eph. ii. 8). 
Us who are saved (1 Cor. i. 18). 
The way of Salvation is— 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 

(Acts xvi. 31). 
Look unto Me (Isa. xlv. 22). 
Enter in (John x. 9). 

Salvation, Future, 
At the coming of the Lord 

Jesus for His Saints. 
Unto salvation (Heb. ix. 27). 
Saved in hope (Rom. viii. 24). 
Kept unto salvation (1 Pet. i. 5. 
Now is salvation nearer (Rom. 

xiii. 11). 
We look for the Saviour (Phil, 

iii. 21). 

Salvation, Present. 
To the believer there is a present 
aspect of Salvation, continuous, 
and progressive. 

Saved by His life (Rom. v. 10). 
Able to save evermore (Heb. 

v. 7, R.v). 
He saveth them (Psa. cvii. 19). 
Work out salvation (Phil. ii. 

12). 
Save thyself (1 Tim. iv. 16). 
Grow unto salvation (1 Pet. 

ii. 2, K.V). 

Things that Accompany 
Salvation. 

Knowledge of Salvation (Luke 
i. 77). 

Strength of Salvation (Isa. 
xxxiii. 6). 

Joy of Salvation (Psa. Ii. 12). 
Hope of Salvation (Eph. vi. 17). 
Wells of Salvation (Isa. xii. 3). 
Cup of Salvation (Psa. cxvi. 13. 

" How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation " ? 
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J|ote6 on Bible IHeaaona for fjlundau Schools. 

These " Notes " are specially prepared for the use of Teachers. They aw* 
intended to he suggestive, and to lead to further searching and meditation. 
They are for the Lessons given in "The Children's Almanac and Hihle-
Searching Text Book for 1800, /*/• per 100 ; and the New "Sunday School 
Scheme for 1896." I t is printed on stout paper in a new and more handy 
size and style for fixing in pocket Bible, and can he given to the scholar 

each month or quarter, as desired. %j- per 100, post free. 

March 8th.—Ananias and Sapphira. -Acts v. i l l . 

Memory Text.—Revelation xxi. 8. 
A Dark Cloud—Fair Pretention*—Swift Judgment. 

ACROSS the fair sky of these bright Pentecostal days, a dark cloud 
now rolls. Wherever God works, Satan watches ; if he cannot 
hinder, he will seek to mar the work. He appeared in Eden early 
" to beguile " : and from that day onward, wherever God appears 
working for His own glory and for man's highest good, there 
Satan appears to hinder and to spoil. His special work through
out this age of Gospel grace, and the Spirit's work on earth is 
imitation and corruption. The parable of the wheat and tares 
shews this (Matth. xiii), and prepares us for i t ; the case of 
Ananias and Sapphira manifests his work. 

Grace had opened hearts and purses : some who had riches 
gave them. Others who had lands sold them, and laid the proceeds 
At the apostles' feet. Ananias and his wife agreed to sell, and 
they also agreed to deceive. They conspired to act the hypocrite : 
to keep back part, and to say they gave all. Their sin was not an 
injury to others, it was a desire to exalt themselves. They 
wanted to have a name among their brethren, to be accounted 
liberal and devoted, at little cost. Covetous in heart, they 
pretended to be open in hand. A small offence, as men would 
say, but it was a conspiracy against the Holy Ghost, and God 
•caused His judgment to fall first on the man, later on his wife, 
after she had again and by her own free choice, repeated the lie. 
Covetousness was the first sin in Canaan, Achan was judged (Josh. 
vii). I t was the sin of Judas, and here in Ananias and Sapphira it 

shews its first appearance in the Church, and the love of money 
is still " t h e root of all evi l" (1 Tim. vi. 10). Empty professors 
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who try to keep up a fair show of devotion to Christ, or false 
spirituality, must sooner or later drop the mask, and shew what 
is in their hearts. The solemn incident brought " great fear " 
upon the early disciples, caused many no doubt to search them
selves, their motives and their ways, and has Lee a written to do 
the same for us. It warns false professors, old and young, who 
have crept into the ranks of believers, without being born again, 
that they must one day be found out. Relatives of believers, and 
especially children of believing parents should see that they have 
been really " b o r n again," and not merely " j o i n e d " to the 
church. 

March 15th.—Stephen's Martyrdom.—Acts vi. 8 : vii. 54. 

Memory Text.—John Hi. 13. 
A Noble Witness— The Faithful Testimony— A Final Victory. 

EARLY Christians, and some also in later years, knew what it was 
to suffer for Christ. "They were stoned, they were sawn 
asunder" (Heb. xi. 37). The first to gain the martyr 's crown 
in the Church at Jerusalem was Stephen, a man "ful l of the 
Holy Ghost and of power " who was a noble witness for Christ, 
whose words were so wise and mighty, that even his enemies 
could not resist them ; they must either yield to God, or goaded 
on by the devil, fight against Him. False accusations were raised 
against this man of God, as they had been against His Master. 
by the same class of opposers to—the religious leaders,—all of 
them being united against Stephen (v. 12), as they had been 
around the Cross. Sanhedrim, scribes, and populace, were all 
against this man full of the Holy Ghost, as they had been against 
the Man Christ Jesus. Such is the human heart, and its hatred to 
God. They brought him before the religious council—before 
which the Lord had been arraigned,—and there while they were 
obliged to steadfastly look upon his angelic countenance, Christ 
living in Him, and shining through Him—he traced the history 
and sins of their fathers, pointing out their rejection by envy 
of Joseph, and by ignorance Moses, both types of Christ as-
Deliverer and Ruler, then their idolatry, rejection of Christ, 
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and resistance of the Spirit's testimony, in plain, pointed, and 
powerful words, which cut them to the heart. Had they bowed, 
yielded, acknowledged the truth, as those before had done (Acta 
ii. 37), grace would have met them, but they shut their ears and 
ran against God's messenger and Christ's witness, stoning him to 
death, while with his dying breath he like his Lord prayed for 
his murderers (Luke xxiii. 34). Earth rejected him, heaven 
opened to welcome him, and while his body was being battered with 
stones, his closing eyes beheld the Risen Lord standing ready to 
welcome him, to whom he yielded his spirit and " fell asleep." 
Wonderful words amid so rude a scene, telling of the calm 
within, and of the victory gained ! Death destroyed and the enemy 
defeated. Grand it is to be a Christian ! a follower of, and witness 
for Christ. Living or dying to be the Lord's. 

March 22nd. — G-ospel Triumphs in Samaria.— 
Acts viii. 1-12. 

Memory Text-—Matthew i;v. 13-
Regions Beyond—Good News—Great Joy. 

SCATTERED by persecution, the Lord's disciples pass on to other 
scenes with the message of Gospel life, light, and liberty. Peace 
and prosperity tended to keep them all together in Jerusalem, 
but God must have His Gospel carried to those regions beyond, 
where the Lord Jesus had told them to go ere He ascended 
(Acts i. 8-9). The work of Satan is thus made to serve God's end, 
and accelerate the spread of the Gospel. Phil ip—" one of the 
seven" (Acts xxi. 8), chosen by the church at Jerusalem for a 
special service there (Acts vi. 5), and gifted by the Risen Christ 
as an " evangelist"—a declarer of glad tidings—was the Lord's 
messenger to the city of Samaria, where he "preached Christ." 
Idolatry, sorcery, and other evils prevailed there : Simon Magus 
deceived the people, and ancient national prejudices existed, but 
Philip said nothing of these, but held up Christ. This is the 
work of an evangelist: sinners need Christ. Let them hear of 
Him. When Christ is received, sins, evil habits, prejudices wrill 
drop off like withered leaves by opening buds of Spring, Dagon 
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fell before the Ark. The people gave heed, no longer to Simon, 
but to God's message. Yes, the Gospel has a wonderful power of 
attraction. I t arrests and keeps attention as no other story can. 
The people not only heard : " t h e y believed." Faith links the 
soul with Christ: it receives God's gifts. " T h e y were 
baptised," owning Jesus as their Lord, and there was " great 
joy" in that city. Christ known, received, and confessed, brings 
joy to the heart, and to the home. 

March 29th.—Simon The Hypocrite.—Acts viii. 9-24. 

Memory Text.—Titus i. 16. 
Satan's Wiles—A Professed Disciple—A Hypocrite Unmasked. 

W H E N God is saving sinners, the devil is coining hypocrites. If 
he cannot by open fight hinder the conversion of souls, he will 
seek to deceive by giving them a false profession. The history 
of Simon illustrates this. History,—possibly tradition—has much 
to say of him, which need not now be noticed. Scripture 
introduces him to us as a victim of Satanic power, deceived by 
the devil and deceiving others (2 Tim. iii. 13). He amazed the 
people by his Sorceries, all of which then and now are of Satanic 
origin, performed by the power of Satan. Thilip's preaching of 
Christ, the conversion of those who believed, severed the link 
with Simon. Safcan and his servant lose their prey. The Gospel 
triumphs still. The devil now changes his way. He gets Simon 
to profess conversion, and company with Philip. Drawn by the 
sight of the miracles, not by conviction of sin. Thinking 
possibly to gain some new influence, and retain his hold of the 
people, he becomes a nominal follower of Christ. But from v. 
20 it is clear he was not " born again." He was baptised, and 
all the while he was unconverted : a warning to professors now. 
Philip evidently did not discover or suspect the hypocrisy of 
Simon—the counterfeit is often very complete—but when the 
apostles came from Jerusalem the mask dropped, and Simon's 
true character became manifest. There is greater need now than 
ever, for care and vigilance, among the servants of Christ. 
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April 5th.—Moses; or, The Noble Choice.—Exod. ii. l-ir>. 

Memory Text.—Josuha ,v.viv- 11-
The World—The Pleasures of 8in—The Choice and Reward. 

T H E early part of Mose's life is well known : his mother's faith, 
hismarvellousrescue, and his adoption by Pharoah's daughter. His 
early life was spent in Pharoah's court, amid all the pleasures and 
luxuries of Egypt. But these did not satisfy his heart. He had 
heard a godly mother's words: he knew the promises of God to 
His people, the destiny and the glory awaiting them. Taught in 
all " the wisdom of the Egyptians" (Acts vii.22), "mighty in words 
and deeds,"—a statesman and a warrior, he might and would have 
made his mark as a man of the world. But he turned his back 
on it all, left the court of Pharoah, and cast in his lot fully with 
the slaves in the brickilns of Goshen. His faith looked on to the 
recompense of reward : he weighed in the balance " the pleasures 
of sin," which are " but for a season," over against the "reproach 
of Chr is t " and the " greater t reasures" of serving God among 
His people. And Moses calmly and deliberately made his choice 
as every man must one daj7- do, for, or against Christ. Nor did 
he ever regret his choice. His life of honourable service, his 
faithfulness to God, his communion with Jehovah, his latter end, 
and appearance with Christ on the mount of Transfiguration, all 
tell that his choice was no mistake. I t has been recorded on the 
inspired page to be a help and encouragement to young folks in 
making their life-choice in all ages. I t is grand to have Christ, 
to be on His side, His out-and-out disciple and follower; the 
world behind, heaven before, God's people our companions, God's 
Word our Guide. 

f|orre6pondence. 
FELLOWSHIP AMONGST W O R K E R S . — " I do not know any 

branch of the Lord's work that is in greater danger of suffering 
from isolation than the Sunday School. There should be as 
many opportunities given as is possible, for fellowship amongst 
teachers. Mutual prayer and intercourse is always beneficial to 
us." 

LARGE CLASSES.—" I t seems to be a very common source of 
trouble in many Schools, that the classes—especially those com
posed of boys—are too large. I t is all but impossible for a teacher 
of ordinary capabilities, to control and instruct twelve or fourteen 
stirring boys. Six or eight are quite sufficient. Dearth of 
teachers is the principal cause, but the need should be constantly 
kept before Christians, and their responsibility laid upon them." 
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||fork and \tforker6 amongst the ||oung. 
Short reports, Records of blessing, Special Services, and crisp Notes of the 

Lord's Work amongst the Young, are always welcome. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—" Our Sunday School and Wednesday 
Evening meeting for young folks both go on with interest and 
blessing." 

ADAMSDOWN, CARDIFF. — " T h e Lord has saved a number of 
young people here of late. Praise be to His Name. We expect 
to baptise seventeen this week." 

SPRINGBURN, GLASGOW.—" Special Friday Evening Meetings 
for boys and girls are in progress this month. Pray for blessing." 

BRADFORD.—" Since we began work in Kensington Hall a good 
many young folks have been converted." 

PARKHOLM HALL, GLASGOW.—"There is a large School here, 
souls gathered to Christ, and young believers taught the ways of 
the Lord. The annual tea and distribution of prizes was last 
month. 

COALFIELDS, N A T A L . — " Our eldest female scholar was saved 
some time ago. This has encouraged and cheered us." 

PETERSBURG, V A . — " O u r School here has increased greatly 
since last we gave prizes." 

RICHMOND V A . — " T h e r e is a large School here. Children 
attend well, and manifest much interest in the Word. Some are 
anxious about their salvation." 

BRANDON, MANITOBA.—" We are praising God for conversions 
among the children, and looking for more to follow." 

N E W REGISTERS for Superintendents, and Conductors of 
Children's Meetings now ready. To hold 300 Names, with 
attendance column for a year, Cloth, 1/-. 

PUBLISHER'S NOTE.—Our Six Magazines are all published so as 
to reach subscribers in this country before the first of the month, 
•xcept when they have to be kept back for the Magazines of other 
publisher's which are frequently late. If you wish our 
Magazines sent vnthout the others, when these are late, please 
•ay so, and that will be done. If you order any of our Six 
Magazines through Booksellers and find that they are not 
delivered to you in time, you should have them sent direct, i 
•©pies or more assorted, go post free to any part of the world. 
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|hriAtian gourage. 

THE word "Add to your faith virtue"—i. e. courage, 
valour (2 Pet. i. 5), while true for all believers, has 
a peculiar force as applied to those who serve the 

Lord Christ, in spreading His Gospel among sinners, old 
and young. The true soul-winner must have courage. 
He must be brave and full of valour. His sphere of 
service lies within the borders of the enemy's country. 
His work is to take the spoil from the hand of the 
mighty. Courage is needed for this : real soldier-like 
valour, that fears not to face the foe. Faint-hearted and 
fearful disciples are of no use whatever in the great army 
of the Lord's Gospellers. He requires those who have 
the courage to face the enemy on his battlements, to go 
right into his citadel, and get hold of sinners to whom 
His Master's message has been sent. This courage is 
more than natural boldness ; many are well equipped with 
that. It is Divinely-given valour, inspired by love to 
Christ, and true devotion to His service. It comes from 
heaven upon the waiting soul. It is of the Lord. Men 
may call it "forwardness;" even saints of God may dis
parage it. But the soul taught of God, exercised before 
Him, waiting on Him, will rise up in new strength, with 
fresh courage, to go forth again in the holy war. " Be 
strong and of a good courage " (Josh. i. 6), was Jehovah's 
word to His warrior of old, as he stood on the borders of 
the promised land, and still the words sound forth in the 
ears of all Christ's soldiers, who go forth to rescue the 
perishing in His Name, " Wait on the Lord, be of good 
•courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart " (Psa. 
xxvii. 14). 
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f hc Si66ionaru llox in Sundau f!chool6. 

ARIOUS aspects of this subject were brought 
before our readers last month. We need do little 
more than gather up the main points as already 

introduced. 
1. All seem solidly agreed, that to collect money from 

the unconverted for the spread of God's gospel, and for 
the support of His servants at home and abroad, is not 
according to the letter or the spirit of Scripture. This 
being so, the practice should not be continued. 

2. The privilege and duty of giving, should be taught 
to our young folks who are the Lord's, and an opportunity 
afforded of practising the same. Those who are not in 
the fellowship of the Christian assembly, have no oppor
tunity of giving of their money there. A Box placed in 
the Sunday School, meets them better than any other way 
known to us. It need not be put before unconverted 
children, or their contributions solicited. 

3. There are many needy children at home and abroad, 
requiring their temporal as well as their spiritual needs 
supplied. Destitute children on the streets, orphan and 
homeless boys and girls, and heathen children in other 
lands who need food and raiment. We know of no 
Scriptural reason why all who so desire, should not give 
their mite to assist in this. Many a copper that goes to the 
confectioner's till, would be better spent in such ways. 
The argument that it may make the children self-righteous 
is very lame. The same would apply to giving their 
cousin a birthday present. If they are taught their Ruin, 
and told of God's Remedy, their is no danger of this. 

4. We believe, and have always contended, that the 
Sunday School exists for teaching the children the truth 

V 
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of God, presenting Christ as the Saviour, and seeking 
their immediate conversion. The fewer encumbrances it 
has the better. The more simply its workers keep the 
one grand object before them, the greater will be their 
success. Collections, sales of work, bazaars, and enter
tainments of all kinds are now the order of the day in 
connection with what bears the name of Christ. We 
prefer and practice the old apostolic method of which we 
may say, as David did of Goliath's sword—" There is 
none like it." 

f|oijftulhj jleadtj. 
Y work is finished, my labour is ended, and I am 

now joyfully ready to go whenever the Master 
calls me. His service has been very sweet: the 

joy of seeing sinners brought to His feet has been very 
blessed, but what will it be to be with Himself, the Lover 
of my soul. That's what I'm waiting for now, bless His 
Name." Such were the words of an earnest and much-
used servant of Christ, as he lay on his dying pillow waiting 
the Master's call. Around his bed were gathered the 
fruit of his labours : sinners whom he had been used in 
leading to the Saviour. Many a long night he had 
wrestled for their conversion before the mercy-seat: many 
a cold night he had walked along the dark country road 
to meet his class of boys in the village school, and now 
they have come to bid the faithful soul-winner farewell, 
till they meet in the Father's house above. 

There is no sight so grand on earth as to see a trium
phant entrance to the " Fair Haven " beyond. Here was 
one who had joyfully served the Lord on earth, and his 
service had been blessed to many a weary soul. 
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ffeachera in gonflerence, f|fo. 6. 
SUBJECT.—Unruly Scholars. 

WIETHE hearts of many are exercised as to what ought 
1 to be done with scholars, who seem determined 

not to listen to the word spoken, or to obey the 
rule of the School. This not only greatly disturbs our 
classes, but tends to demoralize others. We greatly need 
help in this matter, (a) Disorderly and unruly scholars, 
should be in the hands of teachers with ability to rule. 
(b) It generally happens, that teachers who are easy-
minded, have them, and they lose all control of them. 
(c) I have seen a very unruly boy quite changed, when 
he was put under a new teacher, (d) Gentle and quiet 
remonstrance generally effects more than reproof before 
the whole class, (e) And a visit to his home, not to tell 
of his evil doing, but to show interest in him, often makes 
a wonderful difference, (f) If need be I think parents 
should be told of very unruly children. They can 
exercise parental authority, (g) We must remember some 
of our children come from homes where disorder and 
disobedience reign supreme. (h) And bear with them 
as far as possible, (i) If a scholar really sets himself to 
disturb the whole School, and will give no heed to 
admonition, it may be necessary after every means has 
been exhausted to expel him, that others may fear. 
(j) If this becomes necessary, it ought to be done in the 
most solemn ^manner, in presence of the whole School. 
(k) I have seen the School melted down and the offender 
also, when it was being done. (I) This, with general 
good management, and godly order, will not be often 
necessary. 
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|fhc j$ible gtudent'A glaAA. 
SUBJECT.— Witnesses. 

W H E special qualifications of a witness are, that he has 
II personally seen and heard certain things, and that he 

can testify of the same to others. He need not be 
an orator, or a learned man such as an advocate must be. 
He has simply to be personally acquainted with what he 
speaks of, and able to state it so as others can understand. 
This is exactly what the Lord Jesus requires of those who 
are to be His witnesses among men. " Ye shall be 
witnesses unto M e " (Acts i. 8)): "Ye also shall bear 
witness, because ye have been with M e " (John xv. 27) : 
"Thou shalt be His witness unto all men, of what thou 
hast seen and heard (Acts xxii. 15). Personal and 
experimental knowledge of the subject, is a necessity to a 
witness. Secondhand knowledge is of no value. The 
disciples of the Lord who had been His companions and 
followers, had so learned of H i m ; had His Word so 
burning in them, that they could say " We are His 
witnesses of these things " (Acts v. 32), and "We cannot 
but speak the things we have seen and heard " (Acts iv. 
20). " A faithful witness will not lie (Prov. xiv. 5), he 
will tell the truth, the whole truth, whether men will hear 
or forbear. The Lord Jesus was " The Faithful Witness " 
(Rev. i. 5). " A true witness delivereth souls " (Prov. xiv. 
25). Sinners are saved and brought to God by true men, 
who hide themselves and exalt Christ. A false witness 
(Mark xiv. 56), whose life and lip testimony do not agree, 
is a hinderer rather than a helper of God's truth and 
Christ's Gospel among men. It is the privilege and 
responsibility of every Christian to be always "witnessing 
both to small and great " (Acts xxvi. 22). 
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'eeklu Bible f£la66 Subjects. 
F*r Senior Scholars\ Bible Classes, and Weekly Readings. 

SUBJECT.— " The Believer's Position, Possessions, Path and 
Prospects. 

IS J f AN by nature and practice, is fallen from God, 
JW 1 lost to holiness and heaven, pursuing the down

ward road, with eternal judgment awaiting him. 
The Gospel believed and received, Christ accepted and 
confessed, introduces the believing sinner into a new 
position, gives him new possessions, a new path to tread, and 
glorious prospects to look for. 
The Believer's Position. 
We are saved (Eph. ii. 8). 
We are justified (1 Cor. vi. 11). 
We are sanctified (1 Cor. vi. 11). 
We are clean (John xv. 3). 
We are sons (1 John iii. 2). 
We are complete (Col. ii. 10). 
We are as He is (1 John iv. 2). 

The Believer's Path. 
Walk in light (1 John i. 7). 
Walk in love (Eph. v. 2). 
Walk in truth (3 John 4). 
Walk in the Spirit (Gal. v. 16). 
Walk in good works (Eph.ii.10). 
Walk in wisdom (Col. iv. 5). 
Walk circumspectly (Eph.5.15). 

The Bel iever ' s 
P o s s e s s i o n s . 

We have Redemption (Eph.i.7). 
We have life (1 John v. 13). 
We have peace (Rom. v. 1). 
We have access (Rom. v. 2). 
We have an Advocate (1 John 

ii. 2). (Heb. iv. 14). 
We have a Great High Priest 
We have the Holy Spirit (1 

Cor. ii. 12). 

The Bel iever ' s 
P r o s p e c t s . 

We shallbe raised (1 Cor.xv.52). 
We shall be changed (1 Cor. 

xv; 52). iv. 17). 
We shall be caught up (1 Thess. 
We shall see Him (1 John iii. 2). 
We shall be like Him (1 John 

iii. 2). iv. 13). 
We shall be with Him (I Thess. 
We shall be satisfied (Psa. 

xvii. 15). 
FAITH takes the position and claims the possessions that 

grace gives. H O P E looks forward to the prospects Christ 
presents. LOVE obediently treads the path that God 
marks out. 

Eph.ii.10
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ioted on }|ible l|eA6onA for J§undaij gchoola. 

These " Notes " are specially prepared for the use of Teachers. They are 
intended to be suggestive, and to lead to further searching and meditation. 
They are for the Lessons given in "The Children's Almanac and Bible-
Searching Text Book for 1806, hi'per 100 ; and the New " Hunday School 
Scheme for 1896." It is printed on stout paper in a new and more handy 
size and style for fixing in pocket Bible, and can be given to the scholar 

each month or quarter, as desired. 0/- pev 100, post free. 

April 12th.—Pharoah, or The Hardened Heart.— 
(Exod. viii. 1-14). 

Memory Text.—Prov* xxix. L 
Pharoah Entreated—Respited—Hardened—Judged. 

PHAROAH represents the Christless sinner in various stages of his 
career, dealt with in grace and long-suffering, judgment held 
back, only to trifle and harden his heart against God : like the 
sinner, oft reproved—hardened and suddenly destroyed (Prov. 
xxix. 1). 

First he assumed the place of the infidel, asking " Who is the 
L o r d " (Exod. v. 2). God in long-suffering, shewed him His 
power, in signs and wonders (Exod. vii. 10, 12, 17), but against 
all this he hardened his heart. Three judgments came, which 
made him confess his wickedness, and own God's righteousness 
(chap. xi. 27-29). When he saw that there was respite (viii. 15), 
he traded on God's mercy, and hardened his heart : thus the 
sinner now trifles with God, and rejects the Gospel, because he 
loves his sins (2 Thess. ii. 10-12). 

Next he becomes a procrastinator, " To-morrow " (viii. 10) 
was his favourite word. So Felix also trifled and procrastinated. 
putting God's message from him till " a convenient season " 
(Acts xxiv. 25), which never came. Stage after stage in the 
hardening process was reached, until the final judgment suddenly 
came at the midnight hour (chap. xii. 30), as it will upon the 
Christless sinner, at an hour when he least expects it (1 Thess. v. 
2). Then God who once " called," shall " l augh" at his 
calamity (Prov. i. 24-26), and mock at his fears. Let sinners be 
warned of this now, and of the daily hardening of heart that goes 
on while grace is being rejected (Heb. iv. 8). 
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April 19th.—Miriam, The Sweet Singer.— 
(Exod. xv. 1-21). 

Memory Text.—Psalm xl. 3. 
Sighing for Deliverance—Seeing Salvation—Singing Praise. 

MIRIAM, or Mary, was the sister of Moses and Aaron, the eldest 
child of Amram and Jochebed (Nnmb. xxvi. 59). Four times 
specially she comes before us in the Scripture narrative, (1) as a 
faithful sister (Exod. ii. 3-7); (2) as a sweet singer (Exod. xv. 20) ; 
(3) an an evil speaker (Numb. xii. 1-10) ; (4) as a dying pilgrim 
(Numb. xx. 1). From girlhood to old age, from the day that she 
stood watching her infant brother in his cradle of bulrushes on 
the Nile, till the hour that she died and was buried at Karlesh, on 
the borders of Canaan. 

Our lesson presents Miriam in a bright spot of her history, as 
a " prophetess " leading the praises of Israel's women to the 
Name of Jehovah. There are some things said about Miriam and 
her fellow-singers that we should specially remember. Once they 
were slaves in Egyptian bondage sighing for deliverance, unable 
to sing (Exod. ii. 23), in this they are like the sinner in Satan's 
kingdom, unable to deliver or save himself, "wi thout strength "" 
(Rom. v. 6). Jehovah " came down " to deliver them (Exod. iii. 
8) ; " Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners " (1 Tim. 
i. 15) ; " t o preach deliverance to the captives" (Luke iv. 18). 
They stood still and saw " the salvation of the Lord " (Exod. xiv. 
13), wrought for them, they ''believed the Lord" (v. 31), then 
they " s a n g " their song of salvation (xv. 1). Deliverance and 
salvation must be known before the song of salvation can be sung. 
They "bel ieved" first: then " t h e y sang His praise " (Psa. cv. 
12). I t is always the same. The Eunuch " believed," then went 
on rejoicing (Acts viii. 37-39). The feet are set on a rock, then a 
new song fills the mouth (Psa. xl. 2-3). Christ is the " Salvation, 
Strength, and Song" (Exod. xv. 2) of all who believe —three 
grand things to possess. All mine ; " my salvation, my strength, 
my song "—all personal, sure. Miriam led the women's praises, 
while Moses led the general song. I t is good to begin and go on 
along the wilderness singing : had Miriam continued to sing she 
would not have "spoken against" her brother, and suffered 
Divine judgment. 
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April 26th.-Caleb, The Faithful Follower. 
(Numb. xiii. 30 : xvi. (S, 24). 

Memory Text.—John xii. 20. 
Believer—Confessor—Follower—Overcomtr. 

CALEB had the honourable place of being one who "believed 
God/ ' and " followed the Lord fully " in the midst of a camp of 
unbelieving and disobedient men. He shines a bright light in 
" the midst of a crooked and perverse nation " (Phil. ii. 1/7). 

1. Caleb believed God's Word. God had said the land to 
which He was about to lead His people was " a good land and a 
large, flowing with milk and honey" (Exod. iii. 8). Caleb 
believed God. He went with others to spy the land, but unlike 
others he brought back word as was " in his hear t " (Josh. xiv. 
7). He did not judge according to the sight of his eyes : what 
he saw did not add anything to his knowledge, he took God at 
His Word, and hid that Word in his heart. This is faith : it 
believes God, it takes Him at His Word. I t is the evidence of 
things not seen (Heb. xi. 1). 

2. Caleb followed fully (v. 24). His faith showed itself in 
works : his feet followed on to where His heart was. He was no 
half-hearted follower; he did not allow others to lead him astray ; 
he heard and obeyed the Lord's voice. " What is that to thee, 
follow thou Me " (John xxi. 22). 

3. Caleb confessed his faith. In the teeth of an imbelieving 
host he honoured God. " W e are well able" (xiii. 30). He 
counted on God; others only saw giants, and themselves as 
grasshoppers. Caleb saw God, counted on His promised strength, 
and confessed it enough. 

4. Caleb proved God. At eighty-five years of age, standing 
on the land of promise, after all the unbelievers had fallen, he 
magnified the Lord's faithfulness, and confessed himself as strong 
as in early days (Josh. xvi. 11). Jehovah had been to him " as 
He snid " (v. 10). What encouragement to trust God : to take 
Him at His Word, to count on His faithfulness. 

5. Caleb's Reward. Them that honour God He will honour. 
Caleb got his inheritance. Hebron became his own, and from it, 
he in old age single-handed still strengthened by Jehovah, drove 
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the foe that frightened the whole congregation. I t is good to 
trust in God : to lean on His Word : to follow Him fully. Like 
Caleb the believer is saved, strengthened and rewarded. 

May 3rd.—The Ethiopian Treasurer.—(Acts viii. 26-40). 
Memory Text—Isaiah liii. £,* 

Sinner—Servant—Saviour. Anxious—Salvation—Joy. 

PHILIP the evangelist, had been in the midst of a great revival, 
and ingathering of souls in Samaria, but the Lord had need of 
His servant in other scenes—much different from those he had left 
behind A solitary sinner, in the lone desert, weary and ill at 
ease with himself, his worldly rank, and his religious profession, 
was returning sin-sick and unsatisfied from worship at Jerusalem. 
This was the Treasurer—the Chancellor of the Exchequer as we 
would say—of Candace, Queen of Ethiopia. On his way back to 
his distant home, he sat in his chariot reading the Book of 
Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit of God had awakened him to see 
his need, and now the same Spirit (sovereign in all His workings) 
bids the evangelist join himself to the chariot of the unsaved man. 
A servant unfettered, following the Spirit's guidance is always in 
the right place, at the right time, with the right word for souls, 
with whom the Lord has been dealing. The prophecy was to the 
Ethiopian a sealed book. Learned as he doubtless was, his eyes 
were blinded (2 Cor. iv. 4). He knew not Him of whom the 
prophet spake. Then Philip began at Isaiah liii.—that glorious 
chapter so full of the sufferings and the glory of the Crucified 
One— and preached unto him JESUS. This is the evangelist's 
work, well shewn here, and throughout this chapter (see verses 
4, 5, 12, 25, 35, for the subject of the evangelist's preaching—the 
pattern for us to follow). The seeking Saviour, and the seeking 
sinner met that day in the desert, and the servant after baptizing 
the new made disciple at his own request, and according to the 
Lord's commission (Matth. xxviii. 19), passed on to other fields. 
The saved, obedient, and rejoicing convert, went on to his far off 
Abyssinian home, to shed abroad the Gospel's light there. A 
beautiful picture of the history of a soul from awakening and 
anxiety, to peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, 
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@ue6tion6 and |||n6WerA. 
Q. Is is necessary, or desirable, to remove one from a class 

where he has been for years, immediately he professes con version, 
and transfer him to a new teacher, without consulting the scholar 
himself ? 

A. We think such a thing will very rarely occur. No doubt 
circumstances must be considered, but as a rule it is better for a 
time at least that a young convert should remain with the teacher 
who has prayed and laboured for his conversion, it may be for 
years, and in the class where others may hear his testimony and 
see his life, as one now the Lord's. In course of time as he is led 
on in the truth, he will naturally find his place among his " own 
company," but no sudden or arbitary removal should be forced 
upon teacher or scholar. Such things do untold mischief, and 
nothing whatever is gained by them. 

gorreapondence. 
YOUNG BELIEVER'S STUDIES .—" We have found it very helpful 

in our two classes of Young Believers here, to give all who wish, 
an opportunity of stating their thoughts, and giving the result of 
their Bible study on the subject for the week. This is very 
much better than the teacher doing all the speaking, and greatly 
interests them in the Word of God, causing them to search i i 
prayerfully." 

MEMORY LESSONS.—" The good old habit of giving scholars a 
Scriptural Memory Lesson to learn during the week, and repeat 
at School the following Lord's Day, seems to be dying out. Some 
object to it on the ground that children have too many lessons a t 
their Day Schools, but surely all the extra work that the 
memorizing of a verse or two of God's Word gives, is not much, 
and the lack of it is a great loss. How many have been brought 
to Christ, through texts brought from memory's store in the hour 
of anxiety and soul trouble." [Yes, there is nothing more 
valuable than the seed of the Word. Never mind what is the 
" fashion" of the world—it wants to quietly slip out the Bible 
altogether if it can manage it with any show of decency. Stick 
to the good old plan of getting your class to memorize it. God's-
Word will do its own work.]—ED. 
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Upork and l||orkerA amongat the ||oung. 
Short reports, Records of blessing, Special Services, and crisp Notes of* the 

Lord's Work amongst the Young, are always welcome. 

The Half-Yearly Conference of Sunday School Workers was 
held in Waterloo Hall, Kilmarnock, on Saturday, March 21st 
opening address by Mr. J . R. Caldwell. 

ASHBUKTON, D E V O N . — " A Conference of Sunday School 
Workers from various parts of Devonshire, was held at Ash-
burton on Lady-Day. There were helpful words of exhortation, 
and cheering .reports of the Lord's work among young folks from 
various parts. We praise Him for all that is past, and trust Him 
for all that's to come." 

ADAMSDOWN, CARDIFF.—On Wednesday and Thursday, 11th and 
12th March, Afternoon and Evening Meetings were held for young 
believers, at which a very large number from all the districts of 
Cardiff were present, and a very happy and profitable time was 
spent. The Lord has done great things amongst the young here. 
Such a band of bright happy young believers it has seldom been 
our privilege to see. They are taught and led on in the ways of 
the Lord, by earnest, devoted teachers, and many have already 
'been baptized and added to the fellowship of believers, gathered 
in the Lord's Name, at Adamsdown, Grangetown, and Penarth. 

BRISTOL.—We have just heard from a brother in Christ, who 
resides in Bristol, of a great work of conversion among the 
children in the Ashley Down Orphan Houses. Not since 1866 
has there been such an awakening and ingathering of souls to 
Christ. Praise be to the Lord's Name. 

SPRINGBURN, GLASGOW. —Special Friday Evening Meetings for 
young folks have been held during the past month, with much 
blessing. 

Music FOR " T H E SUNDAY SCHOOL HYMN BOOK."—In reply 
to frequent inquiries if we publish music for the hymns in this 
little book, now used in Sunday Schools all over this land, we 
may say that the Musical Edition of " T h e Evangelistic Hymn 
Book," provides music for nearly all the hymns, and is much used 
by teachers and senior scholars. We will supply 12 copies or 
more of the 1/- edition at Half-price for the purpose of encourage-
ing good xsinging in our Sunday Schools. 



^fotivc6 in gerving the p|ord. 
Gleanings from an Address given at Kilmarnock^ by 

f R. Caldwell, of Glasgow. 

H E love of Christ constraineth us " (2 Cor. v. 14). 
Here we have the motive power that carried the 
apostle forward in his path of earnest service for 

the Lord. It is a healthy exercise for all of us to examine 
our motives in the presence of God. If the motive that 
leads us on in service is not right, the thing done has no 
value in the sight of God. It yields no joy, no sweet 
savour to Him. It may be counted great in the estima
tion of men : our fellow believers may account it of great 
value, but unless the motives underlying it are pure, it is 
accounted as nothing by God. 

It was the motives of the heart that gave such infinite 
value to all that the Lord Jesus did while here below. 
All that He said and did, went up as a sweet savour to 
His God, because all was done to please Him. All the 
service of the Lord Jesus was rendered from love to His 
Father. As He stepped out to enter the dark scenes of 
Gethsemanae, He could say—"That the world may know 
that I love the Father: and as the Father gave me 
commandment, even so I do " (John xiv. 31). He served 
because He loved : the spring of all His service was 
love. So ought ours to be, and so it must be, in order to 
be well pleasing to God. Do we teach and preach from 
love to Christ, or do we drag along^from force of habit, 
or to save ourselves from being looked on as backsliders. 
Let us diligently search our hearts, and examine our 
motives in the sight of God. If our service is not 
constrained by the love of Christ: be assured dear friends, 
it will bring no real joy to God, or blessing to ourselves. 

n 
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M Helper in the Qo6pel. 

a BROTHER in Christ and fellow-worker in His 
kingdom, says—" A young believer whose heart 
has been stirred up to help in spreading God's 

Gospel in distant lands, sought the Lord's guidance 
how she might do so to please Him. She is not possessed 
of this world's goods, but being able to knit well, she 
wrought a pair of socks, sold them, and put the money 
into the Missionary Box. What are called " Sales of 
Work," with their gaiety and worldliness, even if lawful, 
are not expedient or desirable in connection with the 
Lord's Work, but there can be no question as to the 
righteousness of giving the proceeds of our labour in the 
manner indicated above, to assist in spreading the Gospel 
at home or abroad." 

Yes, " at home " as well as " abroad." There are 
thousands of opportunities of helping true workers in 
quiet corners, who diligently serve Christ in spreading the 
Gospel amongst old and young, whose names never 
appear in Reports, or Missionary Journals, and who are 
frequently in greater need of help, and practical fellowship, 
than others who are better known. Love will ever seek 
to find out ways of being " fellow-helpers " with such, and 
our young sister's example is well worthy of being followed 
by those who can use their fingers in a similar way. The 
needle, the brush, and the pen, may all be turned to 
account in the same way, and many a spare hour, foolishly 
spent in worse than idleness, turned into heavenly gold, 
wherewith God's Gospel may be spread abroad in some 
of the many ways now so easily accessible, either directly 
or as " fellow-helpers " with those in the front of the battle. 
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Sontent to iEnter IleaYen 21 (one. 

RT thou content, hast thou no higher aim, 
Than just to gain admittance at the door, 

In faintest characters to trace thy name, 
Among'st the list of those who die no more ? 

Art thou content that God hath set thee free, 
From sin's reward and misery beyond; 

From sailing listless on life's deep dark sea, 
Unmoved by bright calm joys, or dire despond ? 

Dost thou not feel that thou are saved, to live, 
And know'st thou not that thou are saved to save ; 

Forgiven, that thou might'st something now forgive, 
Redeemed alike for both sides of the grave ? 

Bound on that raft cross-shaped, so firm, so great, 
It was not meant that thou should'st use thine oar 

Alone to move, to guide thy selfish freight, 
To realms of endless bliss on yonder shore. 

Saved from the wreck, reach out a saving hand, 
Thousands are sinking 'neath the waves of sin ; 

Stay not thine efforts, till God bids thee land, 
Thy task accomplished, He will steer thee in. 

And when at length thy work thou shalt lay down, 
Then those that owe their heaven-sent light to thee, 

Shall form together thy rejoicing crown, 
And joy with thee through all eternity. 

Ah ! yes, they all with thee their crowns shall cast, 
Down at the foot of the Eternal throne 

Of Him, whose praises shall for ever last, 
Who saves thee now, and will thy service own. 
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OR a long time there had been no conversions. 
Everything in our Sunday School was barren and 
dry. Lessons went on as usual : order was 

preserved : numbers kept up, but there was no fruit. 
Several of us felt there was something wrong. Searching 
words of ministry and exhortation were spoken, but still 
the root cause did not seem to be reached. There was 
no open flagrant evil. Teachers were strictly orthodox in 
doctrine, careful in walking, godly in behaviour among 
those without. But there was coldness of heart. The 
spirit of Prayer was low. The faith that lays hold on 
God was absent. There was little exercise of soul about 
the salvation of the children, further than the usual prayer 
that God would convert them. At last one of the 
workers got stirred up ; his soul had caught the 
heavenly flame in the midst of a glorious work of grace 
in a neighbouring town, and he came home like a fire
brand. We felt our low condition, when we saw his 
revived state of soul and heart, and heard his cries to God 
for conversions. He proposed a night of prayer, and 
some willingly responded. A dozen gathered, and con
tinued waiting on God, confessing heart-backsliding^ and 
coldness, seeking restoration of soul, and fresh filling of 
the Holy Ghost. The hours passed by in earnest prayer 
and supplication, and it was felt by all, that God would 
speedily answer prayer. The first effect was increased 
earnestness in speaking the Word to the children. The 
cold, hackneyed phrases, that formerly fell cold as on 
hardened. hearts were replaced by glowing words of 
tenderness and warm entreaty. The children seemed 
melted and that very day hearts were won for Christ. 

F 
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Ilhe Bible Students illada. 
SuiijECT.— Workers. 

ON go work to-day in my vineyard " (Matth. xxi. 
28) are words spoken by God to all His children. 
The Lord of the harvest, the Master of the house

hold has given " to every man his work " (Mark xiii. 34). 
There are to be no sluggards, or " unemployed " in the 
ranks of His redeemed people. At His coming again He 
will give rewards to His servants—" to every man 
according as His work shall be " (Rev. xxii. 12). There 
are many kinds of workers named in Scripture, all bearing 
the Name of Christ. "Evil workers" (Phil. iii. 2), 
"deceitful workers" (2 Cor. xi. 13), "good workers" 
(Matth. xxvi. 10), "faithful workers " (2 Chron. xxxiv. 
12), "devoted workers" (Phil. ii. 30). Work to be 
acceptable to God must proceed from a right motive ; 
"work offaith, and labour of love" (1 Thess. i. 3), when 
this is absent (see Rev. ii. 2) the main-spring of true 
service is broken. The " work of the Lord" (1 Cor. xv. 
8), is work commanded by, and done as directed by the 
Lord. Much that bears the ostentatious title of " The 
Lord's Work " is the outcome of man's will, and has no 
sanction from, or approval of the Lord. Busy workers 
are apt to get more occupied with their work than with 
the Master, and have little desire or time to listen to His 
Word (Lukex. 41). Successful workers are apt to get puffed 
up with pride: unsuccessful toilers to be cast down by 
despondency. The cure for all is, to cleave to the Lord 
with purpose of heart. The period for work is short. 
" I must work the works of Him that sent Me, while it is 
day : the night cometh when no man can work " (John 
ix. 4). " Always abounding in the work of the Lord." 
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Ifeekltj j|ible f|la6A gubject6. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Weekly Readings. 

HAT Christ is for the sinner, and what He has 
done, is the theme of the Gospel, and should be 
the subject constantly kept before the uncon

verted. What Christ is to the saint, what He is doing, 
and will yet do for him, is the food of the believer. The 
following groups of " Sacred Sevens " are outlines of grand 
themes for meditation, exposition, and conversation. 

" l a m ' s " of Christ. 
The Door (John x. 9). 
The Way (John xiv. 6). 
The Bread of Life (John vi. 35). 
The Light of the World (John 

viii. 12). 
The Good Shepherd (Johnx. 11). 
The Resurrection and the 

Life (John xi. 25). 
The True Vine (John xv. 1). 

" l a m ' s " of Sinners. 
Vile (Job xl. 4). 
Undone (Isa. vi. 5). 
Black (Songi. 5). 
Not Worthy (Matth. viii. 8). 
A Sinful Man (Luke v. 8). 
Poor and Needy (Psa. xl. 17). 
Thine, save me (Psa. cxix. 94). 

"I will 's" of Chr is t . 
Give you rest (Matth. xi. 28). 
Draw unto Me (John xii. 32). 
No wise cast out (John vi. 37). 
Never leave thee (Heb. xiii. 5). 
Come in to Him (Rev. iii. 20). 
Come again (John xiv. 3). 
Raise him up (John vi. 40). 

"I will's" of S a i n t s . 
Trust and not be afraid (Isa. xii. 

2). 
Bless the Lord (Psa. xxxiv. 1). 
Love Thee 0 Lord (Psa. xviii. 1). 
Keep Thy Statutes (Psa. cvix. 

145). cxviii. 9). 
Walk before the Lord (Psa. 
Praise Thee (Psa. cxxxix. 14). 
Behave myself wisely (Psa.ci.2). 

SEVEN ASPECTS OF CHRISTIAN L I F E IN " PHILIPPIANS." 

"Sons," chap. ii. 15 : " Saints," i. 1 : " Servants/' i. 1 : 
" Brethren," iii. 1 : " Ensamples," iii. 17: "Fellow-
labourers," iv. 3 : "Fellow-soldiers/' ii. 25. 
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JlfoteA on |$ible 3|eA6onA for |§undaij fpchoolA. 

May 10th.—Saul, The Persecutor.—Acts ix. 1-30. 
Memory Text.—l Tim- i> 15-

Early Life — Student — Pharisee —Persecutor—Convert—A pottle. 
T H E conversion of Saul of Tarsus, while pursuing his course of 
hatred against Christ, and persecution of the Lord's disciples, is 
the crowning act of divine grace in the early chapters of Acts, 
and given as a " pa t t e rn" (1 Tim. i. 16). If God's grace and 
Christ's saving power reached the " chief of sinners," none need 
dispair. Born in Tarsus, a city of Cilicia, of Jewish parents (Acts 
xxii. 3), of the tribe of Benjamin (Phil. iii. 5), a Pharisee by 
religion, the son of a Pharisee, withal, of the very strictest sect 
(Acts xxvi. 6), exceeding zealous of the religion of his fathers 
(Gal. i. 14). A student and prize-winner in Gamaliel's School 
(Acts xxii 3 : Gal. i. 14), at Jerusalem (Acts v. 34). His first 
appearance as a young man is at the death of Stephen (Acts vii. 
58), too young probably to share the work of stoning, but to shew 
his approval of the act, he kept the upper garments of the men 
who slew him (Acts xxii. 20), and fully consented to his death 
(Acts viii. 1). Next, he appears as a fiery persecutor of the saints 
(Acts ix. 1), armed with a commission from chief priests—still 
the enemies of Christ —to bring in chains the scattered followers 
of Christ, wherever found. On his way to the northern city of 
Damascus, where some had fled, almost within grasp of his prize, 
at noonday, when a light above the sun streamed forth from the 
throne of God, and the voice of the Risen Christ arrested him, 
apprehended him (Phil. iii. 12), converted him. The words ' ' Why 
persecutest thou Me ? " shew the mystic union of Christ and His 
saints (Eph. v. 30 : 1 Cor. vi. 17), truth for the unfolding of 
which he was a chosen vessel. His baptism and early steps as a 
disciple, are found in (Acts ix : xxxii. 10-21 : Gal. i. 16-24). His 
service is described by himself in (2 Cor. xi. 23-28) : His end and 
reward in (2 Tim. iv. 6-6). 

May 17th:—Dorcas and Her Work.—Acts ix. 36-42. 
Memory Text-—Titus iii- 8-

Disciple of Ctoist— Worker for Christ—Servant of His People. 
DORCAS of Joppa, the seaport of Palestine, some thirty miles from 
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Jerusalem, was a faithful and diligent disciple of the Lord. Of 
her conversion, how, when, or through what instrumentality she 
was saved, we have no account, but her "good works" were the 
evidence of her faith. She shewed it by her works (see James ii. 
17-22) as will be so less or more in every true believer. She was 
no " foreign missionary/1 no preacher or public labourer, her 
sphere lay in the quiet hidden path. She made garments for the 
widows, and was full of alms-deeds. Such service is of great 
value in God's sight, as a sweet savour it rises to heaven (Phil. 
i\\ 18), and will have its reward (Matth. xxv. 35-46). But the 
day of service came to its close, and Dorcas died, fell asleep, and 
was missed and mourned by her fellow-saints, the best and 
highest tribute to a saint's worth. 0 to live, to serve as to be 
missed ! The Risen Lord pitied His needy saints, and raised 
Dorcas from the dead again to serve —more than He ever did for 
slaughtered apostle, or martyred evangelist. A great ingathering • 
of sinners in Joppa followed, many believing in the Lord. There 
are many Societies now bear the honoured name of Dorcas, and 
pursue her work of making garments for the poor and needy. 
Let them and all others, well remember that Dorcas first appears 
as " a certain disciple "—that is one converted, born again, saved. 
She did not work in order to get to heaven—as many do now — 
but because she was going there, saved by sovereign grace. 

May 24th.-Simon, The Tanner 's Guest.—Acts i. 18. 
Memory Text.—John v. 2J/,. 

Peter's Commission—Prejudice—Object Lesson—Meaning. 

PETER remained at Joppa after the miracle of Dorcas being raised, 
"many days " (ix. 43), lodging in the seaside house of Simon a 
tanner there. There was a great awakening, many sinners saved, 
and no doubt Peter preached the Gospel to sinners, catching men 
as the Lord had told him (Luke v. 10), and feeding the lambs of 
the flock as the Risen Lord had given him commandment (John 
xxi. 15). But only the half of Peter's commission had yet been 
fulfilled. He had received from the Lord Jesus the "keys of the 
kingdom of heaven " (Matth. xvi. 19)—not of the Church, or of 
salvation, as Romanists say—and he had already used one key, in 
opening the door of faith to the Jews (see Acts ii. 14, 41-47). 
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But the Gentiles had not yet heard the Gospel, and Peter was the 
cho3en vessel for that work (Acts xv. 7). Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, had heard the good news, but ** the uttermost parts of 
the e a r t h " (see the commission in Acts i. 8), had not been 
reached. Peter's natural prejudices against the Gentiles were 
hard to overcome. A vision on the housetop was given, to divest 
his mind of Jewish tradition and natural prejudice, and to remind 
him of the Lord's Word " Go ye into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature." A sheet like a vessel with four corners 
gathered together, containing all kinds of ceremonially unclean 
beasts and fowls (see Lev. xi.), was thrice let down from heaven 
and thrice received up, finally int^ heaven with its contents. 
Peter was thus shewn that what God had cleansed was fit for His 
presence in heaven, therefore fit to be eaten—eating is the 
emblem of fellowship, assimilation—and not to be treated as 
common or unclean. Blessed be God, no matter what a sinner is 
by nature (Col. iii. 2), or by practice (1 Cor. vi. 11), when he 
trusts in Christ, by His atoning blood, he is regarded by God as 
" clean every wh i t " (John xiii. 10), and meet to be a partaker of 
the inheritance of the saints in light (Col. i. 12). Peter thus 
learned God's mind, and went to Ca^sarea with the glad tidings. 

May 31st.—Cornelius the Soldier,—Acts x. 19-48. 
Memory Text.—Acts xxviii. 28. 

The Open Door— Willing Listeners—Speedy Conversions. 
CORNELIUS, a Roman soldier, a centurion, or captain of a 
hundred, residing in Ca^sarea, a seaport of the Mediterranean Sea, 
sixty two miles from Jerusalem, the seat of the Roman governor, 
a place of great splendour, built by Herod the Great, was the 
first Gentile to whom the Gospel was sent. Peter, leaving the 
quiet seaport of Joppa, where God had given great blessing, 
proceeded with his escort of three men, to the great city, bearing 
the glad tidings—" the light to lighten the Gentiles " of which 
the aged Simon had long before sung (Luke ii. 32). Cornelius 
although devout and a giver of alms, was not saved—that we 
know from (chap. xi. 14). A fearer of God, but not in the enjoy
ment of God's salvation—as many are now, of whom it is difficult 
to say whether they have been " born of God " or not. If they 
have life—and many have, who have little light or liberty—they 
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need to have the fulness of the Gospel, in order to have assurance 
and peace (1 Thess. i. 5-6). Peter preached Christ, with remission 
of sins in His Name, to "whosoever believeth," that grand 
inclusive word, embracing all, excluding none, and Cornelius 
with all his house—before prepared of God, and there before God 
to hear His Word (v. 33)—received the message, and was saved, 
sealed bv the Spirit (Eph. i. 13), and baptized in the Name of the 
Lord. They only heard the message once, and without delay they 
received it as God's Word, neither procrastinating nor reasoning 
about it. 

June 7th.—Korah, and His Companions.— 
Numbers xvi. 1-35. 

Memory Text-—Psalm ix. 17-
Vain Pretentions—Rebellion and Rejection—Swift Judgment. 

THE solemn narrative of Korah and his companions, recorded in 
Numbers, the Book of Wilderness failure and sin, is referred to 
as a warning to sinners in this day of Gospel grace in the Epistle 
of Jude, verse 11, as " the gainsaying of Core," the last stage of 
the sinner's path of rebellion against God, preceeded by " t h e way 
of Cain "—the formalist, who had a religion without atonement; 
—and " the error of Balaam "—who knew the. t ruth, but loved 
the wages of unrighteousness ; taken together, the religious but 
Christless worldling, whose end is " the pi t ." The sin of Korah, 
and those who followed him, was rejection of God's Prophet, 
Moses, and of God's High Priest, Aaron, with a desire to fill 
their places themselves. They were Levites, but not priests : 
they assumed the prerogatives of being what they were not, 
and God judged them for it, summarily, openly, swiftly, without 
mercy—a solemn warning to all Christ-rejectors in this day, 
especially those who assume to be " priests " and to forgive sins, 
and those who deny the Divinity of Christ and the efficacy of His 
atoning blood. The pit opened its mouth, and they went down 
" quick " (v. 30.)—that is alive, with all their belongings, into an 
open hell. Such will be the doom and destiny of those who shall be 
found in open alliance with the Antichrist in days to come (Rev. 
xix. 20), who will be cast " a l i v e " into the lake of fire. May 
sinners who now reject Christ (Heb. x. 28, 29) be warned, and 
flee from wrath to come. 
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Correspondence. 
Short, practical suggestions on Sunday School Management, and points of 

interest in Gospel Work amongst the young, are always welcome for this 
page. 

YOUNG CONVERTS.—" The Lord has given us a season of rich 
blessing here, and many of our Sunday Scholars have been saved, 
baptized, and brought into fellowship with the Lord's people. 
This is a new experience to us, and it has given us great joy, 
besides shewing us that the way of obedience to God's Word is 
the way of blessing. Formerly our " Special Services " were 
conducted on pan-sectarian lines, it being understood that nothing 
was to be said that would give offence to believers in any 
stage of departure from God and disobedience to His truth. For 
a long while this way of things has been going on, with the result 
that any who professed conversion—and I fear in many cases a 
profession was all that they had—got swamped in the world's 
religion. God sent us helpers this year, who would not be mixed 
up with this kind of thing. They had learned to love God's 
Word and speak it fearlessly. The Lord saved a number the first 
night, and each night after, we had the joy of harvest. Then the 
young converts were taught the fundamental truths of God's 
Word, such as baptism, separation from the world, gathering in 
the Lord's Name, etc. The result is, a bright healthy company 
of youngjjeonverts following on in the ways of the Lord, and 
boldly witnessing for Him. 

[Praise the Lord. Where God's way is taken, and His Word 
honoured, lasting blessing is always the result. A few genuine 
converts following on in the ways of the Lord is a "grea ter 
work," and brings infinitely greater glory to God and His Christ, 
than a great flourish of trumpets over a lot of empty professors 
who are generally swamped in the world as soon as the sensation 
of the "special effort" is over. Solid work can only be got by 
building on$the Rock foundation of God's eternal Word. To act 
as if God's Word wisely and faithfully spoken would hinder God's 
work is the height of folly. Yet it is often done.]—ED. 
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Mork and iSorkerA amonqAt the llounq. 
Short reports, Records of blessing, Special Services, and crisp Notes of the 

Lord's Work amongst the Young, are always welcome. 

The Glasgow Half-Yearly Conference of Sunday School 
Workers will (God willing), be held in Blythswood Rooms, West 
Regent St., on Saturday, 2nd May. Subject for consideration :— 
" The Holy Spirit's Work in the Conversion of Children," to be 
introduced by the Editor of " T h e Sunday School Worker's 
Magazine." 

The Half-Yearly Conference at Kilmarnock last month, was a 
hearty and profitable time. There was a very large attendance, 
and all went away strengthened and encouraged to pursue the 
work of soul-winning with fresh zeal and energy. 

PLANN, A Y R S H I R E . — " Six of our scholars here lately professed 
conversion ; others of the elder ones seem anxious." 

GRANGETOWN, CARDIFF.— " The Lord continues to bless His 
Word here. The young believers are formed into Bible Classes, 
and are being taught the ways of the Lord." 

KILMARNOCK.—Several scholars in the Gospel Hall, Duke 
Street, were converted at special meetings recently held. 

STEVENSTON.—The Lord has given blessing in the Sunday 
School meeting in Loan Hall here. Several cases of conversion. 

MARBLE HALL, GLASGOW.—" A good work goes on here among 
the young folks. Many have been saved ; three recently in one 
family, all from the Sunday School." 

ANNBANK.—A school was recently begun here, and there has 
been blessing already and decided cases of conversion. Four young 
converts were recently baptized. 

CAMPERDOWN HALL, GLASGOW.—A number of young lads all 
converted recently are very diligent in spreading the Gospel. 
May they be kept cleaving to the Lord and following Him fully. 
They have a little prayer meeting among thomselves every week. 

LEAFLETS FOR YOUNG FOLKS.—For distribution in the country, 
by the seaside, and wherever boys and girls are found. Fifty 
kinds, all well illustrated and full of pointed stories. 12 assorted 
packets, 6d. each : 12 packets, all different, 5/-, post free to any 
address. Christian Workers going ,on a holiday should take some 
of these with them. 



Gleanings from Glasgoiv Teachers' Cotiference. 

W | « H E presence of the Holy Spirit on earth, with the 
| | Gospel, is one of the special characteristics of 

this age. In all efforts for the conversion of 
sinners, old and young, it is of vital importance to 
remember this; to honour the Spirit of God by having 
confidence in His power, and leaving room for His 
operations. Human arrangements in what is called 
" The Lord's Work/' often " Quench the Spirit," and a 
carnal and worldly condition in the worker always 
" Grieves the Spirit." 

T H E GREAT WORKER. In every genuine case of 
conversion to God, whether a child of tender years or a 
life-long slave of sin and Satan, the great Operator is the 
Holy Spirit. He may use a human instrument, or, apart 
from man altogether, the sovereign Spirit may awaken and 
regenerate, by means of the Word of God, His own two-
edged sword, but, in either case, His is the power that 
creates anew and turns the soul to God. 

CO-WITNESSES. In that last memorable discourse of 
the Lord, in which He was preparing His disciples for the 
new sphere they were about to occupy as His servants in 
the world, He uses remarkable words, Speaking of the 
coming Comforter—" He shall testify of Me." And then 
to shew the close connection between the Divine 
Operator and the human instrument He adds—" And ye 
also shall bear witness" (John xv. 26-27). The word 
"testify," as used regarding the Spirit, and the words 
" bear witness," used regarding the disciples, are precisely 
the same, and are uniformly rendered " bear witness," in 
the Revised Version of the New Testament, thus shewing 
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that the Spirit of God and the disciple of the Lord are 
co-ivitne$ses of the same Person and the same Gospel. 
What an honoured place for the believer to occupy. 
May we have grace to rise to the privilege and to fill it 
worthily. 

CHANNELS OF BLESSING. There are three chapters 
in the early part of John's Gospel in each of which the 
Holy Spirit's work is mentioned. Chapter iii speaks of 
the New Birth, or the Spirit Regenerating. Chapter iv, 
of a Well of Living Water in the believer " springing up," 
or the Spirit Indwelling. Chapter vii, of rivers of living 
water flowing out through believers to others, or the Spirit 
communicating. 

This last aspect of the Spirit's work makes believers 
channels of blessing to others. And notice, it is by 
drinking that they communicate. Continuous drinkers 
will be continuous distributors—that is if the channel be 
clear. A dead mouse in a water-pipe will do more to 
hinder the flow, than a ton weight on the top of it. 
Sin—aye even respectable sins, of which the world takes 
no account, such as pride, conceit, self-seeking, hinder 
the Spirit's working through us. 

FAITH. According to the measure of our faith, so will 
our blessing be. God gives us according as we count 
on Him, and expect from Him. 

IRRESISTIBLE. It is said of Stephen, that he was a man 
full of grace and power and of the Spirit, that those who 
heard him speak, were not able to resist the wisdom and 
spirit by which he spake (Acts vi. 8-10). This is what 
we need in speaking to sinners old and young. 

WEAKNESS. Men who speak in the power of God are 
men consciously weak in themselves. " The worm Jacob " 

ad power with God, and with men. 
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U§lWay6 flowing. 

IN the morning sow thy seed, 
At even stay not thy hand; 

The Master will soon be here 
To call us from the land. 

Then scatter the seed as you go, 
Some heart will prove good soil; 

One soul to the Saviour's diadem, 
Will well reward thy toil. 

Sow by the byeways and hedges, 
To the weary wandering ones; 

The Master His faithfulness pledges, 
And tells thee to bid them come. 

Sow, though but one should hear thee; 
The Saviour sat by the well, 

One, only one heard His message, 
But the harvest, who can tell ? 

Broadcast it in the city, 
Freely to all around; 

Though they scorn thee, only pity, 
In« glory the fruit shall be found. 

Tell it to the poor and needy, 
In the dens of guilt and woe, 

By the bed of the weary sufferer, 
That all may Jesus know. 

Some other may reap the harvest, 
When we're gathered safely home; 

But the glory is all the Master's, 
And we'll joy together at dawn. 
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|feacher6 in gonteence. 

SUBJECT.—Sunday School Excursions. 

T is a question of some importance among us at the 
present time whether we should continue our 
Annual School Excursion to the seaside or country, 

and if so, how it should be conducted. Many of the 
workers are deeply exercised as to this matter, chiefly 
owing to the worldliness and questionable character of 
garhes that are now generally allowed. We shall be glad 
to have a full interchange of opinion on this subject. 
(a) Our original object in taking our classes to the 
seaside for an afternoon, was to give many boys and girls 
of poor parents a day's fresh air who do not otherwise get 
it. (b) And to shew the children that we cared for their 
temporal, as well as theft* spiritual welfare, (c) And to let 
them see that Christians can enjoy God's blessings, and 
have social intercourse and happiness, apart from the follies 
and sins of the world, (d) On these occasions the 
teachers should lay themselves out for the children's 
enjoyment, and not for their own gratification, (e) Yes, 
that's important. I have seen groups of teachers enter
taining themselves, and leaving their classes to do pretty 
much as they liked, (f) Hence the disorderly conduct 
sometimes complained of. (g) It would scarcely be fair 
to make the children lose their day's outing, owing to the 
inconsideration of a few teachers, (h) Rather let them 
amend their ways, (i) No doubt the interest thus shewn 
in the children has a good effect on many worldly parents. 
(j) And the outing, rightly conducted, is a means of 
getting closer to the children. The subject of how they 
ought to be conducted will come before us next month. 

1 
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|fhe Pible gtudent'A gla66. 
SUBJECT. — Warriors. 

H E believer in Christ, although a man of peace, 
and an ambassador of the Prince of Peace, bearing 
good tidings of peace to all men, is nevertheless 

described in Scripture as an armed warrior fully equipped 
and furnished for battle. 

He has a trinity of foes to meet and deal with : external, 
internal, infernal (Gal. v. 17). The world, the flesh, and 
the devil (Eph. vi. 11-12). For each of these, God has 
provided him with a full set of armour. For the world, 
" the armour of righteousness" (2 Cor. vi. 7); for the 

•flesh, " the armour of light" (Rom. xiii. 12); and for 
the Devil, " the whole panoply of God" (Eph. vi. 13). 
The threefold lesson taught him in the training-school of 
grace (see Titus ii. 11-13), is to equip him for this warfare. 
He is to live " soberly " as regards himself: " righteously " 
towards the world, and " godly " towards God and heaven. 

His warfare with the devil is in heavenly places—the 
sphere of his present blessing (comp. Eph. i. 3, with vi. 12), 
where he already is in Christ (Eph. ii. 6), and where the 
devil disputes his possession and seeks to hinder his 
enjoyment of what God has given in Christ. This warfare 
will continue until the adversary is cast down (Rev. xii. 9), 
and trodden under the feet of God's saints (Rom. xvi. 20), 

The armour provided by God is to be taken by the 
saint, and is for defensive warfare. There is nothing to 
protect the warrior's back, because it should never be turned 
to the foe. He is to stand girded and ready, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ, able and willing to endure 
hardness (2 Tim. ii. 2-4), faithful unto death (Rev. ii. 10). 
His rest and reward are sure. 
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Ilcekltj Bible E\a66 lBubject6. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Weekly Readings. 

| i jpJRE thought of a General Judgment, at the end of 
I time, for saint and sinner, although commonly 

believed among men has no foundation or warrant 
in Scripture. There are various judgments, differing in 
character, time, and place, described in God's Word. 
Four of these are as follows :— 

The Believer's Judg* 
ment . 

As to his sins and his person his 
judgment is past at the Cross. 
There he has been 

Crucified (Gal. ii. 20). 
Become dead (Rom. vii. 4). 
Made free (Rom. vi. 7). 
And to him there is now— 
No Condemnation (Rom.viii.l). 
No Separation (Rom. viii. 31). 
See also John v. 24: Heb. ix. 

27-28 : 1 Peter ii. 24. 

Judgment of the 
Living1. 

This will take place at the 
coming of the Son of Man to 
earth, and will be in various 
stages, including 

Gospel-rejectors (2 Thess. i. 19). 
The Antichrist (2 Thess. ii. 8). 
The World's great ones (Rev. 

xix. 19). 
The Living Nations (Matth. 

xxv. 32). 
I t will be from His glory-throne. 
I t will be sudden (1 Thess. v. 3). 
Unexpected (Matth. xxiv. 39). 

The Servant's Judg
ment. 

Then the believer's works will 
be judged. I t is in the future : 
it will be at Christ's 

Judgment-Seat (2 Cor. v. 10). 
At His coming (1 Cor. iv. 5). 
In Resurrection (Luke xiv. 14). 
Rewards are given (Rev. xxii. 

12). 
For Faithfulness (Rev. ii. 10). 
For Devotedness (2Tim. iv. 18). 
For Service (1 Pet. v. 4). 
Some will suffer loss (1 Cor. iii). 
Miss a Crown (Rev. iii. 11). 
And lose Reward (2 John 8). 

Judgment of the Dead. 
At the close of the millennium, 

and when heaven and earth 
are fled away, before the 

Great White Throne (Rev. xx. 
11. 

The Son of Man (John v. 22). 
The Opened Books (Rev. xx. 

12). I t will be for 
Open Transgression (Col. iii. 6). 
Secret Sins (Eccl. xii. 11). 
Christ Rejection (John iii. 18). 
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Hote6 on Sible l£e66on6 for Skindau Schools. 

These " Notes " are specially prepared for the use of Teachers. They are 
intended to he suggestive, and to lead to further searching and meditation. 
They are for the Lessons given in "The Children's Almanac and Bible-
Searching Text Book for 1890, hi' per loo ; and the Neio "Sunday School 
Scheme for 1890." It is printed on stout paper in a new and more handy 
size and style for fixing in pocket Bible, and can be given to the scholar 

each month or quarter, as desired. %/~ pev 100, 'post free. 

June 14th.—Balaam, the Covetous Prophet.— 
Numb. xxii. 1-35. 

Memory Text.—Mark viii- 36-
His Knowledge—His Choice—His End. 

T H E history of Balaam is full of solemn warning to those who 
know the Gospel and the t ruth of God in theory, hut reject or 
" deny " the power thereof—a clas3 of which we are told in the 
prophetic Word there will be many in the last days (2 Tim. 
iii. 5). He was not an ignorant heathen, but one " whose eyes 
were opened," and who " heard the words of God, and knew the 
knowledge of the Most H i g h " (xxiv. 15-16). But with all his 
knowledge of the grace and the judgments of God (See his 
parables xxiii. 21 : xxiv. 17), he was a man of the world, a 
covetous man, " who loved the wages of unrighteousness " (2 Pet . 
ii. 15). The love of Balak's gold led him into a path which he 
knew to be against the Lord, and His people, to take sides with 
the devil—for no doubt he was the instigator of Balak—against 
Jehovah, and sought to curse His redeemed and belovedfpeople— 
a fearful position for any mortal man to occupy. Although with 
his lips he professed to honour the Word of the Lord (v. 18), it is 
only too evident by his prevaricating (v. 19), that his heart was 
set on the bait of Moab's king, so the Lord allowed him to have 
his way (v. 20), as He does still to those who set their heart on 
the world, despising salvation and heaven. Yet, in mercy God 
interposed, and sent His messengers forth to hinder him in his mad 
career, which brought from him a lip-acknowledgment at least of 
his sin (v. 34), but when next we see him, he is back in his 
former path. His prayer (chap, xxiii. 10), reveals his true 
•condition. He wants to " die the death of the righteous,"—as 
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many an ungodly sinner does—but for the present to goon in the 
path of the sinner. That prayer was not answered. He died as 
he lived—"a soothsayer/'—slain among the enemies of the 
Lord (Josh. xiii. 22). 

This.history has been set up as a beacon-light to warn those 
who have their hearts set on the world, its gain and its pleasures, 
for which they are bartering Christ and heaven. Verily, 
" whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap " (Gal. vi. 8). 

June 21st,—Joshua, the Brave Leader.—Josh i. 1-9. 
Memory Text-—Matthew xi- 28-

The Obedient Servant—Exalted Leader—Victorious Conqueror. 

JOSHUA means "The Salvation of Jehovah." He was originally 
called Oshea (Salvation). For forty years he trod the wilderness 
the faithful servant of God : a believer in the promise of God and 
in His power, in the midst of an unbelieving host (Num. xiv. 6), 
a good soldier, fighting for Jehovah and against His foes 
(Exod. xvii. 9). As a young man, serving under Moses, abiding 
in the tent of meeting (Exod. xxxiii. 11), he becomes in turn his 
successor (Numb, xxvii. 18-23), to lead the people of Israel into 
the land of promise, and give them possession of it. 

In Moses, we have a type of the Lord Jesus bringing His 
people out of the world, delivering them from the judgment of 
sin (Rom. viii), the power of Satan (Col. i. 13), and the present 
evil world (Gal. i. 3). In Josuha, we have also a type of the Lord 
Jesus, first as the obedient servant (Phil. ii. 6), then as the 
exalted Lord and Leader of His people, bringing them into 
possession of spiritual blessings in heavenly places (Eph. i. 3), and 
into the place of conflict with wicked spirits (Eph. vi. 12), of which 
the nations of the earthly Canaan were but the figure. Moses 
was also the representative of Law, and as such could not bring 
the people into rest and blessing. Joshua, of Christ, who is the 
salvation of God : the Saviour past (Luke ii. 11), present (1 Tim. 
iv. 10), and future (Phil. iii. 20), giving salvation to all who 
believe on Him as soon as they trust Him (I Cor. i. 18), saving 
them all the way through (Heb. vii. 25), and bringing salvation 
full and free when He comes again (Heb. ix. 28 : Rom. xiii. 11)* 
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The threefold charge given to Joshua, "Be s t rong" (v. 6) ; "Be 
of good courage " (v. 9) ; " Be not dismayed " (v. 9) ; are words 
that may be taken by every true believer and servant of Christ. 
The Book of God waa to be his Guide-Book : the presence of God 
his strength. With these, you will be happy, victorious and 
prosperous. 

June 28th.—Rahab, and the True Token.—Joshuaii. 1-22. 
Memory Text>—1 John i- 7-

Judgment and Mercy-Token and Assurance- W Untax and Worker. 

T H E story of Rahab and the scarlet thread, is full of Gospel 
t ruth, and type of salvation through the blood of Christ for sinners. 

Jericho—"a place of fragrance,"—beautifully situated (2 Kings 
ii, 19), strongly fortified (vi. 1), a city of wealth, pride and 
luxury, is a figure of the present world, doomed to judgment 
(John xii. 31 : Acts xvii. 31), which will come upon it unawares, 
as a thief in the night (2 Pet. iii. 7-10). The two spies sent from 
the victorious camp, on an errand of mercy, represent the Gospel 
and its messengers, sent by the Risen Christ (Matth. xxviii. 19), 
to announce coming judgment and present salvation. Rahab 
believed God. She did not, like the rest of her townsfolk, scorn 
the message. Her " I know " (v. 9), is the confession of her 
faith in God's testimony of coming wrath. This is where faith 
begins. I t takes God at His word, no matter what sight and 
sense say to the contrary. "Give me a true token,"—the 
request of an anxious, awakened soul. A thread of scarlet— 
emblem of the blood of Christ—bound in the window, the silent 
witness of Rahab's faith. " Our life for yours,"—the sure word 
on which her faith rested. To all who now take shelter under 
the atoning blood of Christ, He says—"Because I live ye shall 
live also " (John xiv. 19). " Your life is hid with Christ in God" 
(Col. iii. 3). " They shall never perish " (John x. 28). 

Her house was on the wall, the least secure place of the city, 
yet it stood when all the wall fell flat : a sinner built on Christ, 
although personally worthless as Rahab, and weak as her house, 
will stand for ever. All inside were safe, all outside doomed. 
She brought her relatives under the scarlet line, so will those who 
are themselves saved become witnesses for Christ, and workers 
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for the salvation and blessing of others, especially of their friends 
and kinsfolk (Mark v. 19 : Acts xvi. 31). 

July 5th.—The G-ospel a t Antioch.—Acts xi. 19-26. 
Memory Text-—Titus ii- 11-

The Gospel among the Gentiles—Conversion—Following On. 

T H E Gospel presses on its way. The scattered disciples of 
the Lord, preaching as they go. Satan's rage is thus overruled 
by the God of heaven, and his apparent triumphs are made 
occasions for the spread of the "old, old story." Antioch—which 
up till now had not heard the Gospel—is now reached, and the 
Jewish dwellers there hear of Christ. But this was not enough-
" All the world " and " every creature " must hear the Gospel: 
the " other sheep," which were outside the Jewish fold, must be 
brought as the Lord had said (John x. 16). The Grecians were 
next told of Christ; they needed Him just as the Jews, and the 
immediate result of the preaching of these humble followers of 
the Lord from Cyprus and Cyrene was that " a great number 
believed,"—that was a hidden thing of the heart, for " with the 
heart man believeth" (Rom. x. 10), " and turned (or were ' con
verted/ the word is the same), unto the Lord,"—that was the 
open evidence of their faith. Blessed results of the Gospel, 
preached by saved men, with whom the hand of the Lord is ! 
Who does not long to see such results, and expect them still ? 
The saints at Jerusalem heard of this good work, and—no longer 
envious, or narrow-hearted—they sent forth a helper to shepherd 
the lambs of the Lord's flock. Barnabas, a man who had given 
up much for Christ (Acts ii. 36-37), a good man, " fu l l of the 
Holy Ghost and faith,"—just the kind of man needed still among 
the young converts, with the right message, for he "exhortedthem 
all that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.' 
The order of things in the work of God is still the same. 

The sinner hears of Christ, he believes, is converted, and then 
cleaves to the Lord. Then another worker comes to lead them 
on in the truth of God; the evangelists came first, then the man, 
with the shepherd's heart, followed. Next the teacher with the 
Word—thus the saints of God are built up according to the 
pattern given in the Word (see Eph. iv. 11-12). 
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QuedtionA and lEnawera. 
Q.—What should be done with a scholar who seems to be 

beyond control, and sets himself against all rule and authority in 
the School, openly disregarding it, and causing'continual trouble 
by his insubordination V 

A.—In the interests of others, who may be emboldened to 
imitate his evil example, it may be necessary to expel such a 
scholar. But this should only be done after every effort has 
failed to bring him into subjection, and after he has been fully 
warned of what must inevitably be the result of^his conduct. 
Where expulsion as the last resource becomes necessary it should 
be done in presence of the whole School, after prayer and in the 
most solemn manner. 

j|orre6pondence. 
PERSONAL TESTIMONY.—" We have found it to be a real 

blessing in our School to get two or three of the elder boys who 
have lately been converted to give their personal testimony, 
at the close of the School, telling where and how they were con
verted. This has been used of God to clinch the teaching, and 
urge others to acceptance of Christ." [Yes, personal testimony 
is of great value, and brings home the t ruth to the conscience. 
We heartily commend our brother's plan. I t is alike good for 
the young witnesses themselves, and for those that hear. Only 
see that you get those to testify who have been soundly converted, 
whose lives are godly, and who by their conduct commend the 
Gospel. Empty professors make bad witnesses.]—ED. 

PUNCTUALITY.—" I t seems to be a grievance in many Schools 
that teachers come in late. This is a bad example to their 
scholars, and it tends to disorder, inasmuch as a class without a 
teacher during the opening of a School is often inattentive, if not 
disorderly. I t should be a matter of conscience with all who 
assume the responsibility of conducting a class in the School 
to be there at, or if possible, a few minutes before the appointed 
hour." [Very true, and very needful. When the heart is in the 
work no doubt the feet will " hurry up ," and be there in good 
good time. Circumstances over which one has no control may 
occasionally hinder, but in general " where there's a> will there's 
a way."]—ED. 
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Hfork and l||orker6 amongAt the l|outig. 

Short reports, Records of blessing, Special Services, and crisp Notes of the 
Lord's Work amongst the Young, are always welcome. 

GLASGOW.—The Half-Yearly Conference of Sunday School 
Workers was held in Blythswood Rooms, on Saturday, 3rd May. 
In several parts of the city there has been and is conversion work 
amongst the young, and a spirit of expectation among the teachers 
for greater things. At Springburn there has been conversions. 
In Union Hall a number of young lads lately converted have 
begun a prayer meeting among themselves, and are diligent in 
tract distribution. In Eglinton Hall several young folks have 
been saved. At Buchanan Court there is interest and need of 
helpers. At Pollokshaws, a good school with real interest and 
blessing. 

BOLTON, LANC.—God has graciously blessed and saved a 
number here. Some of the young ones are diligent in spreading 
the Gospel among the villages around. 

NEWPORT, MON.—A Conference of Teachers was held here on 
Easter Monday, There is considerable interest and blessing in 
work amongst the young in this district. 

CARLISLE.—" Increase of numbers and earnest work among the 
children lead us to look to God for manifest conversions." 

BARROW-IN-EURNESS.—There is a large school in the New 

Gospel Hall here, and tokens of the Lord's blessing amongst 
the children. James Jackson—an earnest worker in the school 
and a faithful witness for Christ everywhere—fell asleep last 
month, leaving a widow and two little girls. Eor them prayer 
is desired. Sunday School Workers in this corner of the vineyard 
feel the need of more fellowship, and have it on their hearts to 
arrange aConference such as those now statedly held in other parts. 

Special Parcels for Summer Work.—We have prepared 
Seven Assorted Parcels of Illustrated Booklets, Leaflets, Tracts, 
and Magazines, specially adapted for Seaside Services, open-air 
work, and general distribution amongst the young, which, during 
the months of June and July, will be sent to any address 
Carriage Paid at Half-price. 5j- worth for 2jG in each. 



Heavens «{ou over ginnery Saved. 

HE fifteenth chapter of Luke's Gospel is acknow
ledged by all who spread the joyful tidings to be 
a great Gospel chapter. It shews the three-fold ruin 

of the sinner, and the activity of the three-one God in his 
salvation. The shepherd follows the wandering sheep : 
the woman seeks the lost piece of silver: the father 
welcomes the returning prodigal: shewing the work of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the conviction and con
version of a soul to God. But they miss the highest note 
of this " pearl of parables," who end their meditation 
there. The climax is reached in the three-fold cord of 
joy over the lost being found. The shepherd called his 
friends together to share his joy over the lost sheep being 
found : the woman summons her friends and neighbours 
to rejoice with her over her new-found treasure, and the 
father spreads a feast of joy which even his servants share, 
to celebrate the welcome-home of his long-lost son. And 
what does all this speak to us of, but the joy of heaven over 
sinners saved on earth ? God's own joy in love : the 
heart of God overflowing in His own deep joy, as grace 
triumphs over sin, and the Gospel in its power goes forth, 
bringing back to His bosom those whom sin and Satan had 
long held in their iron chains. There is joy in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth. Yes, heaven rejoices over 
that, and the more God's saints, and Christ's servants still 
on earth are in touch with heaven, so will they also 
rejoice when God receives back to His bosom His own. 
Happy are the servants, and the friends who are called to 
share the Divine joy, when a sinner is brought to God. 
Few have tasted this wine of gladness, that do not wish to 
drink it continuously at the King's table. And the best 
-of it is, they may. Yes, God has made it possible: yea, 

T 
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He has commanded that His people should be constant 
sharers of His joys in the fruits of redemption. The 
question for us to ask ourselves personally is—Am I ? 

ffappu llervice bu the Sea-Shore. 

" 1 1 / ^ a r e ^ e r e a t ^1S ^°usy watering place on the 
WW Channel, for a few weeks, and it has been 

such a privilege to serve the Lord, with 
others who love His Name, in speaking to the crowds of 
Children and Young Folks who are here from London 
and other parts, many of them belonging to what are 
called " The Better Class, " who are perhaps more desti
tute of the Gospel in its simplicity, than any other. We 
gave away Illustrated Gospel Messages during the after
noon, among the Children playing on the sea-beach, 
inviting them to come to our Evening Service, and to ask 
their companions to come likewise. About seven o'clock 
five or six of us form a circle, and sing several hymns. 
By the time this is over, quite a circle of the Young 
Folk have gathered around, to each of whom, a brother 
gives a Hymn Sheet, and their sweet voices joining in the 
singing, increases the volume of sound, and brings others 
around. Very often there are several hundreds of grown
up people within hearing, although too shy to come 
close up. Eternity alone will reveal the full result of 
such service for the Master. We have had the joy of 
hearing the lip-confession of several, that they have re
ceived Christ, and His Salvation, Joy, and Peace. Some 
are in worldly families, where the Name of Jesus is never 
mentioned. Who knows what the result of their life 
testimony for Christ may be ? May the Lord keep them,. 
burning and shining lights for Him." 
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&te6ii6, the $Fou of Heaven. 

'* Thou shalt make me full of joy with Thy countenance.'1—Acts ii. 28. 

"4 In Thy presence is fulness of joy." - Psa xvi. 11. 

ILL it be the glory bright, 
Of those realms of endless light, 

Streets all paved with purest gold, 
Gates of pearl and price untold ? 

Harps, and thrones, and diadems, 
Palaces, and costly gems, 

No more sorrow, grief, or pain, 
Meetings ne'er to part again ? 

Eyes undimm'd by any tear, 
Peace unruffled by a fear? 

All and more than this is given, 
But 'tis not the joy of heaven. 

One there is, and One alone, 
Every ransomed saint will own, 

As the central Fount of bliss, 
Heaven were empty, without this. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, Thou art, 
Now the centre of our heart; 

While by faith, Thy face we see, 
While we gaze and feed on Thee. 

Even in this weary waste, 
Heavenly joys our hearts may taste; 

Thou the joy of joy shalt be, 
Of thy saints eternally. 
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ffhe gible |§tudent'6 §§la66. 
SUBJECT.—Ambassadors. 

E are ambassadors for Christ,"—or "on behalf of 
Christ," (2 Cor. v. 20. R.V). This was true of 
the apostle and his fellow-labourers there, and 

it is still true of all the Lord's servants and disciples now 
according to their varied measures of gift and grace. 
" Ambassadors for Christ": what an honoured calling ! 
What a responsible position ! An ambassador is a person 
sent from his sovereign to represent him in the kingdom of 
another. So is the believer in the world. "As My Father 
hath sent Me, even so send I you "(John xx. 21). His 
sovereign and his country with all its power and resources 
back him up, so long as he acts according to their instruct
ions, and seeks their interest. He is not sent at his own 
charges. So the Lord's ambassadors stand backed by all 
the authority of the throne of God (Matt, xxviii. 18), with 
all the riches of Divine grace (2 Cor. ix. 8) : with all the 
strength of x^lmighty power (Eph. vi. 10). H e is a 
representative man. The people judcre of his king and his 
country by the kind of man he is, and by the manner of 
his life among them. So are Christ's ambassadors in the 
world: the world forms its opinion of Christ and 
Christianity from them and their ways. They are the 
world's Bible. Woe be unto them if they misrepresent 
their Master and His Kingdom. The ambassador is 

recalled before war breaks out. So shall the Lord's 
servants be called away from earth and caught up to 
heaven before the " day of vengeance" (Isa. lxi. 2), 
bursts on the Christ-rejecting world. Meanwhile their 
message is one of " peace " : peace through the blood of 
the Cross fCol. i. 20): peace by Jesus Christ (Acts x. 36). 

W 
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§|cacher6 in Conference. 
SUBJECT.—Sunday School Excursions. (Continued). 

VlpSfO night we have to resume our consideration of the 
I matter of " Excursions." Last night we seemed 

to be agreed, that there was a possibility of taking 
the children for a day to the Coast, or the Country, in 
such a manner, as would be for their good. Now we 
have to consider, how that can best be done. Let us 
have plain, practical suggestions, (a) A right place is cf 
the first importance. (b) It should be safe, with m 
danger, such as Cliffs, Ponds, &c. (cj And where the 
children may rove with liberty, enjoying themselves, (d) 
Within sight and sound of their teachers, (e) The teach
ers should guide and oversee them, in their walks, or 
employments; for lack of this, they often go wrong, (j) 
The smaller ones need to he entertained, nnc] the teach
ers should lay themselves out for that, (g) Foolish and 
unseemly conduct among teachers, especially }oung and 
unmarried ones, should be strictly avoided; otherwise their 
testimony, and that of others suffers, (h) And what was 
simply intended as a means of increasing fellowship 
among workers, and showing interest in the children, 
becomes a worldly parade, (i) On the other hand, it 
seems ridiculous to keep the children sitting listening to 
addresses all day; that is not the object of the day's 
outing at all, (j) I have seen a happy day spent by the 
Sea shore, a hymn sung, and a brief word spoken, before 
retiring, with good effect to all. (k) And the children 
saw that Christ and His Salvation, makes people happy 
as well as unworldly. (I) And that Christians can enjoy 
God's bounties, and spend a day together, without going 
into follies and sins, such as are at the world's excursions. 
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Seeklu Bible ffila66 Subjects. 
ift/* Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Weekly Readings. 

y i | ¥ H E Person of the Lord Jesus; Himself as Saviour, 
I Keeper, Shepherd, Lord, is the one grand object 

to which the believer's eye and heart should be 
constantly directed. To "know Him" (Phil. iii. 10). 
was the chief desire of the Apostle, to "serve" Him, 
(Acts xxvii. 23). his one great business. So it may be, 
and so it should be, wTith all who are saved. The bright
est life, is the life that has Christ as its object. 

The following subjects present the Lord Jesus Himself 
in varied aspects, all precious to those who are His own. 
They also clearly tell how sinners are saved by Him. 

Jesus, our Object. 
Looking uuto Jesus (Heb. xii 2). 
Learning of Jesus (Luke x. 39). 
Leaning on Jesus (Song viii. 5). 
Looking for Jesus (Phil. iii. 20). 

Jesus , our Shepherd-
Good Shepherd (John x. 11). 
—Died for us 
Great Shepherd (Heb. xiii. 20). 
—Lives for us. 
Chief Shepherd (1 Pet. v. 3). 
—Comes for us, His Sheep. 
Know Him (John x. 14). 
Hear Him (John x. 27). 
Follow Him (Joen x. 27). 
Gather to Him (2 Thess. ii. i). 
For ever with Him (1 Thess. 

iv. 17). 

J e s u s our Lord. 
Confessed as Lord (Rom. x. 9). 
Exalted as Lord (Acts. ii. 36). 
Owned as Lord (Acts. ix. 6). 
Praised as Lord (Psa. ix. 11). 
Obeyed as Lord (Col. iii. 17). 
Served as Lord (Col. iii. 24). 
Denied as Lord (Jude. 4). 
Avowed as Lord (Matt. vii. 21). 
Loved as Lord (Psa. cxvi. 
1). 

Jesus, our Keeper. 

Kept by His power (1 Pet. i. 5). 
Kept from falling (Jude 24). 
Kept from evil (2 Thess. iii. 3). 
Kept in peace (Isa. xxvi. 3). 
Kept in the Father's Name 

(John xvii. 11.) 
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jgoteA on Igible jge66on6 for |§undaij gchoolA. 
These 4i Notes " are specially prepared for the use of Teachers. Tljey are 

intended to he suggestive, and to lead to further searching and meditation. 
They are for the Lessons given in "The Children's Almanac and 'Bible-
Searching Text Book for 1896, hi'per 100 ; and the New "Sunday School 
Scheme for 1800." It is printed on stout paper in a new and more handy 
-size and style for fixing in pocket Bible, and can be given to the scholar 

each month or quarter, as desired. #/- per 100, post free. 

July 12th.—Peter in Prison.—Acts xii. l-19. 
Memory Text.—John viii. 30-

Persecution—Paradise—Prison—Life—Light—Liberty. 

rHE period of rest to the early Christians which followed 
• the conversion of Saul of Tarsus, did not last long. 

Again the Adversary begins to persecute, this time using 
the hand of Herod—known as Herod Agrippa in history, 
grandson of Herod the Great. All the Herod family with 
one bright exception—Herod's foster-brother (Acts xiii. ]), 
were enemies of God, of Christ, and of His people. James, the 
brother of John—the son of that fond mother who once asked 
that her two sons, James and John, might sit on the Lord's right 
and left in His Kingdom (Matt. xx. 21-22)—falls under Herod's 
sword. Where and how he died, we are not told, but we know 
tha t his spirit went to be with Christ, wThere the martyr Stephen 
had preceded him to the Paradise where Jesus welcomes His own. 
Herod—whose passion was to court popular favour—seeing that 
i t pleased the people, proceeded to do the same with Peter ; but 
as the Passover, see R.V. verse 4, (not Easter, Scripture knows 
nothing of tha t : it had its origin in a pagan festival), was near, he 
put him in prison, guarded by sixteen Roman soldiers, till the 
day of public execution. Dul this upset Peter, and make him 
deny his Lord, as once h* had done in easier circumstances? 
N a y ; Peter was right with God now; God had delivered him 

before (Acts v. 19). and well he knew, God could if he saw fit, do 
the same again. So he calmly slept, in his chains, beween two sold
iers, with guards before the door. Sweet is the sleep of one at 
peace with God, and with His guardian angels, encamped 
about him (Psa. xxxiv. 7). In the still hours of night, God's 
angel entered Herod's prison, awoke Peter, whose chains were 
silently loosed, and dressing at the angel's command, he followed 
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through sleeping guards, and open gates, into the quiet city. 
Peter stood at liberty, and soon found himself in the company of 
his brethren, May we not see in this an illustration of a sinner 
and of the gospel's power to save and set free. Like Peter, the 
sinner is bound in the chains of sin, awaiting death (Rom. vi. 
23), asleep (1 Thess. v. 5, 6), but God has sent His Son—higher 
than any angel (Heb. i. 4-7), to deliver the captive (Luke iv. 18) 
and to lead him from Satan's authority Col. i. 13. and the world 
(Gal. 1. 3) into life (John v. 24) light (1 Pet ii. 9) and 
liberty (John viii. 3G). 

July 19th.—The End of Herod.—Acts xii. 20-25. 
Memory Text*—Proverbs xxvii- 1-

Guilt and Greatness—Divine Judgment—A Better Portion. 

T H E chapter opens with Herod fighting against God, and 
slaughtering His saints: it ends with God avenging Fiimself on 
Herod as He will sooner or later on all His foes. Meanwhile. 
His long-suffering lingers, while they fill up their cup. He 
allows them to flourish, in order that He may cut them off for 
ever, which He often does in the height of their folly, and the 
zenith of their greatness. Witness Pharoh at the lied Sea, 
Hainan in Shushan, and Herod on his throne. Herod had been 
terribly enraged at Peter's escape; his hope of gaining favour 
with the godless Jews had been blasted by the escape of his 
prisoner, and after slaying the innocent soldiers who guarded 
Peter, he went off to his magnificent palace at Cic^area, '"highly 
displeased" with himself as well as his subjects—there to be met 
by the judgment of a righteous God. Vain, proud man, he 
would overpower his subjects with a sight of his greatness, and 
by the flash of his words, so that they cried out "The voice of a 
god"—but the voice of the God of Heaven was heard louder 
still, for the sequel reads—"he was eaten of worms, and gave up 
the ghost." Most men "give up the ghost," and then are "eaten 
of worms," but in the case of this persecutor, murderer, proud 
man of the world, and dishonourer of God, the worms are per
mitted to eat the living man. Sad sequel to human glory and 
earthly greatness ! Food for worms ! as all that is of the earth 
and the first man must De. Then see the contrast-growing, 
abiding, incorruptible. "The Word of the God grew, and 
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multiplied" (v. 24). Yes, in spite of men and demons, it presses 
on. Herod's greatness eaten of worms; Divine Truth increased, 
and multiplied. So will i t be with all the things of ear th . 
They must pass away. Happy are they who have life, salvation,. 
glory and God, which endure for aye. 

July 26th.— The Proconsul and the Sorcerer.— 
Acts xiii. 1-12. 

Memory Text.—Johtb vili- J/,&-
An Anxious Seeker—A Subtle Enemy—Judgment and Salvation. 

The Chapter records a great evangelistic tour among the Gen
tiles, tells of the Gospel's triumphs and Satan's opposition. Where-
rer Christ is preached, Satan works. Wherever the seed of the 
Word is sown, the adversary sows his tares (Matth. xiii. 25). 
The glad tidings of salvation preached by Paul and Barnabas at-
Paphos, aroused the interest of the governor, or pro-consul, and 
he desired to hear the Word of God. Very likely he had never 
heard of Salvation before, and according io the woid in Acts 
xxviii. 28, he was eager to "hea r " . But the devil was there to 
hinder, as he always is, to prevent the Gospel from being be
lieved and received into the heart, unto salvation. His tool on 
this occassion, was a Jewish Sorcerer, who was probably in the 
employment of the proconsul, This man led on by his master the 
devil withstood the servants of Christ, probably as some of his 
kind, withstood Moses in an earlier day (Exod. vii. 11), and a& 
others in an later day withstood Timothy (2. Tim iv. 15), seeking 
to turn him from the faith. Such work the Lord's servants 
must resist; whoever seeks to lead sinners from Christ, by what
ever means, be it false doctrine or worldly traps, or Satanic de
lusions, must be firmly and sharply dealt with. The .words of 
the Apostle, were direct and pointed, and the judgment of God, 
was quick and powerful on this man, with the result, that the 
wondering pro-consul was turned to God, converted, saved. I t 
becomes the duty of all who preach and teach the truth, to-
sometimes grasp and expose error without mercy, in order that 
simple souls may be delivered from its grasp. This becomes 
more necessary, as the days go by, and as " evil men and seducers 
wax worse and worse." The blind-struck Jewish sorcerer 



82 The Sunday bchoool Worker's Magazine^ 

represents the Jewish people, upon whom blindness has come 
for the rejection of Christ, and opposition to the Gospel (Rom. 
xi. 25. with 1 Thess. ii. 16). 

August 2nd.—Gideon ; or, Test imony a t Home.— 
Judges vi. 11.33. 

Memory Text.—l Timothy v. M,. 
Peace with God.—Assurance.—Testimony.— Warfare. 

AMONO those who were raised up as deliverers of the people 
of God in " the days when the Judges ruled," the name of Gideon 
the son of Joash holds an honoured place, (see Heb. xi. 32). 
Like all the rest whom the Lord used in those days, he was one 
of the "weak things, and despised," (I Cor. i. 28). " T h e least 
in his father's house," and his father's house poor in Manasseh, 
(v. 15). The preparation of this young warrior of the Lord, the 
experiences through which he passed prior to being led forth into 
public service, are valuable lessons to all who now seek to serve 
the Lord Jesus Christ in His Kingdom, and especially to those 
who are young in years. First, he as an individual met with 
God and found grace in His sight. This may be regarded as 
illustrative of the sinner's conversion; his salvation by grace, 
(Eph. ii. 5, Horn, iii, 24, iv. 4). The acceptance of the offering, 
and the message of peace, and assurance of life, (v. 23), tell of 
the believing sinner's peace with God, (Rom. v. 1), his acceptance 
in Christ, (Eph.i. 6). assurance of life eternal, (John iii. 36, v.24) 
and freedom from judgment. Following his personal salvation, 
" the same night;" the Lord commanded Gideon to bear testimony 
to His Name in the home circle—the circle of " his father's 
house." That testimony was two-fold, viz.—To " t h r o w down 
the altar of Baal, and to "bui ld an altar unto the Lord." 
Testimony at home; telling with the lips, (Mark v. 19), and 
shewing by the life (1 Tim. v. 4), that Christ has become Saviour 
and Lord—at home, to friends and kindred—is the first sphere 
of testimony to which the Lord calls his saved ones. Some
times it is no easy work to raise the Lord's altar, to speak well 

-of Christ, to establish His claims, to yield obedience to His 
Word in the home, especially if it be, like Gideon's father's 
house—a place where another god is owned. Need we wonder 
that it is done in fear and trembling, (see v. 27), yet God owns it, 
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and often the parents themselves are won, (see v. 31), for God 
and the Gospel. In due time greater things are done, (v. 34), 
and mightier victories wrought, hut first the soul must be right 
with God, and next a noble witness must be borne at home. 

§ue6tion6 and ?Ĵ n6\VerA. 
IT is)'* 

Q.—Is it wise, or prudent for young teachers to walk to 
and from the School in presence of their scholars, in pairs, 
male and female ? 

A.—This wras how the animals entered the ark, but it is 
questionable if teachers do wisely to always enter the School 
in that way. At any rate " flirting" and anything savouring 
of lightness, should on no account be indulged in. I t spoils 
the soul's condition, unfits for all real service, becomes a 
stumbling block to the children, fills the mouths of worldly 
people, and above all, is grieving to God. "Walk circumspectly, 
(or carefully), not as fools " (Eph. v. 15), is a healthful word 
to all." 

Correspondence. 
SENIOR CLASSES. —"For many years our School consisted 

wholly of very young children: we had no grown-up boys or 
girls, and did not think it was possible to retain them. A 
young man came into the School, as a teacher, of good intelli
gence, with knowledge of the Scriptures and an attractive 
manner. He soon got together about a dozen working lads, 
some of them children of believing parents. He so kept their 
attention that in a few weeks thej brought others. Several 
were saved, and now that class is the largest and most in
teresting by far, in the School. There are a number in it 
likely to become teachers." [Yes, a God-sent teacher, quali
fied, equipped, and thoroughly devoted to his work, is what 
such a class requires. lb is utterly useless to set a man down 
before a class of fairly intelligent boys of ten to fourteen, who 
knows less than themselves, or who, if he knows more, cannot 
communicate it with interest to them. Almost as hopeless, is 
one who thinks himself of so much importance, and has so many 
irons in the fire that he is absent three Lord's Days out of the 
four, leaving his class to the tender mercies of anybody and 
everybody. If God gives one a work to do, he should stick to it,. 
and say " No " to all other invitations.]—ED. 
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Hgork and |||orker6 amongst the Ifoung. 

BELFAST.—We are having good times in the school in Old 
Lodge Road, and had the joy lately of baptizing some of our 
•onverted scholars. 

DUNDEE COAL FIELDS, NATAL.—School has increased much 
in numbers, and God is blessing. 

ENGLEWOOD, I I I . — W e have lately removed to new quarters, 
and our school has increased. We are looking to God for 
blessing on the Word. 

M R . GEORGE BENNETT OF YORK, will, God willing, hold 
•Children's Services on the sea-shore, at Blackpool awd St. 
Anne's, Lane, during July, and at Aberystwyth, North 
Wales in August. Any of the Lord's people going to these 
places will be heartily welcomed to help in the work. 

SOUTTISEA.—Over 200 new scholars have been added to the 
King Street Hall School during the past year, many of whom 
have been brought to Christ. An enlargement of the building 
is contemplated to give further space for the increase of this 
good work, 

BERBICE RIVER, BRITISH GUIANA.—Our aged sister, Mrs. 
Huntley, who is in her 70th year, has gone to this far off 
part of the vineyard in the bush, with a desire to teach the 
children of the Aborginal Indians, the way of life. A number 
have already learned to read the New Testament, and manifest 
much interest in the Gospel story. 

EDITOR'S NOTICE.—A number of the Lord's servants who 
labour amongst the young, both in Sunday Schools and at 
Children's Services, and who by the Lord's good hand upon them 
are constantly seeing young hearts won for Him, and youthful 
feet starting on the heavenly road, increasingly feel the need of 
simple, solid, Scriptural teaching for such, in some form that can 
be handed to them, or posted so as to reach them when far 
removed from happy gatherings and spiritual ministry and care. 
I t has been suggested—and we have much pleasure in at once 
giving effect to the proposal—that two or three pages of The 
Young Watchman be devoted each month to this special ministry, 
and that short, bright, encouraging papers for very young 
believers appear there by many writers. In the July Number of 
The Young Watchman we have made a start with these, and we 
are pleased to be able to announce that papers will be sent for 
subsequent numbers by Messrs Jordan, Blackheath: George 
Bennett, York; John Fort, and other well-known writers and 
contributors. We would earnestly seek the help of Bible 
Class Teachers, and all Christain Workers and soul winners 
to introduce the little paper to young believers among whom 
they labour, and with whom they come in contact. A packet 

• of Specimen Copies will be sent to any for this purpose, free. 



Fresh Anointing for Service. 
" I shall be anointed with fresh oil." (Psa. xcii. 10). 

" The disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Ghost." (Acts xiii. Wl) 

HE blessed truth of the Spirit indwelling each believer 
characterises the present dispensation. Yet this of 
itself is not enough, for power in ministry. There 

must be a fresh "supply of the Spirit" (Phil. i. 19), for each 
day's service; a fresh filling of the Spirit for each outgoing 
in ministry of the Gospel and the Word. Again and again 
we are told in the " Acts of the Apostles "—the great New 
Testament record of Gospel preaching and of soul-
winning—that the disciples of the Lord were again and again 
filled with the Holy Spirit. This is not at variance with His 
continued indwelling as the Spirit of sonship, the Seal of 
redemption and the Earnest of coming glory, neither does it 
justify the unbelieving prayers that are sometimes heard for 
the descent of the Spirit, as if He had departed from the 
earth, or ceased to indwell the Saints, What is required for 
service is a fresh filling of His known and enjoyed strength, 
a conscious inflow of His power, causing the truth known 
so well in the letter to become as living water, so that when 
spoken to others it shall carry life and refreshment with it to 
them. Closely associated with this fresh filling, yea, we 
may safely say preparatory to it, is deep heart searching, self-
judgment and confession. Even in happy service for the 
Lord, self creeps in : self bulks in importance: the flesh 
claims the praise, and whenever the flesh is allowed, the 
Spirit is grieved, and His operations cease. Hence the need 
of constant watchfulness, honest heart-searching and holy 
living, on the part of all who would serve the Lord in the 
freshness and power of the Spirit, Such service alone is 
acceptable to God, a sweet savour of Christ, and whether its 
result so far as man can see is success or otherwise, it will 
have the Lord's reward in that day. 

w 
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Patient Toil Rewarded. 

TEACHER had a class of unruly lads, whose ages ranged 
from twelve to fourteen years—an age when boys 
are often difficult to manage. Their carelessness, 

and often their rude conduct, sadly tried their teacher's 
patience, and sent him to the mercy-seat with a burdened 
heart and a sorrowful spirit. His fellow-teachers advised 
him to give them up—they seemed so hopelessly given over 
to ungodliness. Twice, the overseer of the school threatened 
to dismiss them, as their unruly conduct was a bad example 
to others. The faithful teacher pleaded for another chance. 
" There are many prayers in God's presence on their behalf, 
and I believe that they must be answered ; perhaps our 
unbelief is hindering God from converting the dear lads," 
said he. These words caused deep searching of heart 
among the teachers. Was it possible that God was using 
these boys to test their faith and patience ? What happened 
in the secret chamber, what confessions and searchings of 
heart passed between them and their God I know not, but 
the whole company of teachers were stirred up to cry to 
God along with their faithful brother, for the conversion of 
these boys. Nor had they long to wait, for one after 
another was led to the Lord. It is a joyful sight to look 
upon that patient teacher, with his circle of young believers, 
poring over the Sacred Word in the same old corner, and to 
see them stand in a circle in the open air, telling forth 
together the glad tidings of salvation. " We shall reap if 
we faint not." But the unbelief of God's people now as of 
old, often hinders the blessing from coming. And patience 
must be tried. Faith that cannot stand the test of waiting 
God's time expectantly, is not the genuine article. Let us 
toil with our eye fixed on God. 
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Shining for Jesus. 
" T h o u hast been faithful in a very l i t t l e" (Luke xix. 17). 

" T h o u hast a little s t rength" (Rev. iii. 8). 

YTvX OD make my life a little li°ht 
T^£ Within the world to glow— 

A little flame that burnetii bright 
Wherever I may go. 

God make my life a little flower, 
That giveth joy to a l l ; 

Content to bloom in native bower, 
Although the place be small. 

God make my life a little song, 
That comforteth the sad ; 

That helpeth others to be strong, 
And makes the singer glad. 

God make my life a little staff, 
Whereon the weak may rest: 

That so what health and strength I have 
May serve my neighbours best. 

God make my life a little hymn, 
Of tenderness and praise; 

Of faith that never waxeth dim, 
In all God's wondrous ways. 

DEVOTEDNESS.—A Sunday School teacher must be 
thoroughly devoted to his work, if he would see fruit to 
God, Any one taking up this work as a pastime, or 
without heart for it, will soon let it drop, disappointed with 
results. 
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Ixcaves from a Teacher's Note Book. 

URRY.—I was too late in starting from home this after
noon for school. I got there heated and flurried, 
and found little joy in speaking to my children. I 

must avoid this in future. By taking ten minutes less to 
dress, I think I can manage it. 

VENTILATION.—The hall was very hot to-day—badly 
ventilated, I suppose. This caused the children to be 
restless, and, I fear helped the adversary to accomplish his 
purpose of hindering the Word from taking effect. A few 
shillings spent in ventilation, an extra opening in the window 
or roof would possibly prevent this. It is well worth trying 
at anyrate. 

SOFTENED HEARTS.—I praise God for tokens of the 
Spirit's power, and for softened hearts among my dear 
scholars to-day. They gave great attention to the Word, 
especially while speaking on the sufferings of Christ, which 
seemed to melt several of them to tears. I had been 
enjoying meditation on this subject in private before going 
to meet my class, and was enabled to speak of what my 
own soul was in some measure feeling the power of. I see 
more and more, that if our words are to go to the heart, 
they must come from the heart, and that all ministry to real 
profit, must be the result of communion with God. 

CONVERSIONS.—During the last few weeks three of my 
dear scholars have professed conversion to God. I have 
not pressed them to confess Christ, but simply and earnestly 
spoken with each of them personally, as to their state before 
God, praying much that the Spirit might quicken the Word. 
There is evidence of a real work of grace in them, and I 
must now seek help from God to feed and lead them as 
lambs of Christ's flock. 
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The Bible Students' Glass. 
OompoHed of several hundreds of Students, Christian Workers, and Lovers of 

the Sacred Word, scattered over the whole world. Open to all helievers 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH—' WRESTLERS" 
HE Christian's conflict with the devil and his host of 

spiritual foes, is likened to the wrestling of those of 
old who took part in the ancient public games. The 

victory and the corruptible crown were gained by him who by 
superior strength and use of his defensive armour, overcame 
his fellow-combatant. The Christian in himself is no match 
for the principalities, the powers, the wiles, and the wicked 
spirits that are against him. His victory comes through 
being " in the Lord"—in Him who is high above all, and 
" in the power of His might"—an expression several times 
used in the Ephesian epistle, to describe the power that 
raised up Christ from the dead (i. 19), that also raised the 
saint (ii. 6), and that now works in him (iii. 19). In the 
"Strength of His might" he prevails over his numerous 
foes. He is able to "withstand in the evil day," and is more 
than a conqueror. But the "Strength of His might" does not 
do away with the responsibility of the Christian warrior to 
take unto "himself" and "put on" the whole armour of 
God, which covers him in the day of battle. The imagery 
in 1 Cor. ix. 25, and 2 Tim. ii. 5, is taken from wrestling in 
the games or "striving for mastery," The figure in 1 Cor. 
ix., is the runner and wrestler keeping himself in condition 
for the conflict, and in 2 Tim. ii., his responsibility to strive 
according to the rules of the game, otherwise he must miss 
the crown. Thus we have divine strength, defensive panoply, 
right condition, strict obedience and a full reward. Experi
mentally, the Christian wrestler has to learn his own weakness, 
to have the strength of nature withered ere he proves the 
power of God. 



9o The Sunday School Worker's Magazine, 

Weekly Bible Class Subjects. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Weekly Headings. 

«HRIST is All. He is the Saviour of the sinner, the 
Portion of the believer, the Object of the saint, the 
Lord of the servant, the Example of the sufferer. 

The Bible is full of Christ. To present Him in the gospel 
is the aim of the soul-winner ; to tell forth His riches and 
claims, the object of the teacher. 

Saved by Christ. 
By His grace (Acts xv. 11. 
By His power (1 Cor. i. 24). 
By His life (Rom. v. 9). 
Through His Word (Jas. i. 21). 
From sin (Matt. i. 21). 
For ever (Heb. vii. 25). 
For His name's sake (Psa. cvi. 8). 

Sanctified for Christ. 
By His blood (Heb. xiii. 12). 
In His person (1 Cor. i. 2). 
By His work (Heb. x. 10). 
Of the Spirit (1 Peter i. 2). 
Through His Word (Jno. xvii. 17). 
By Faith (Acts xxvi. IS). 
Wholly (1 Thess. v. 23). 

Satisfied with Christ. 
Our Portion (Lam. iii. 24). 
Our Life (Col. iii. 3). 
Our Peace (Eph. ii. 14). 
Our Food (John vi. 57). 
Our Delight (Song ii. 3). 
Our Joy (Hab. iii. IS). 
Our Glory (Psa. iii. 3). 

Service to Christ. 
Saved to serve (Luke i. 74) 
Called to serve (Rom. i. 1). 
Whom to serve (Col. iii. 24). 
How to serve (Rom. i. 9). 
When to serve (Dan. vi. 16). 
Motives of service (1 Thes. i. 3). 
Spirit of service (Acts xx. 19). 

Suffering for Christ. 
Suffering for righteousness' sake (1 Peter iii. 14) 
Suffering for godly living (2 Tim, iii. 12). 
Suffering for the Kingdom of Cod (2 Thess. i. 5). 
Suffering as a Christian (1 Peter iv. 16). 
Suffering for Christ's sake (Phil. i. 29). 
Suffering and glory (1 Peter v. 1). 
Suffering and reigning (2 Tim. ii. 12). 
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Notes on Bible Lessons for Sunday Schools. 

Aug. 9th—Naomi: OP, The Backslider Restored.—Ruth i. 1-22. 
MEMORY TEXT, 1 Peter ii. 25. 

Dark Days—Death—A wakening—Jietum — lienloration. 

T H E pathetic story of Naomi, traces the path of the backslider. 
Naomi, means " pleasant," and pleasant it must have been in these 
early days to dwell in Bethlehem—"The House of Bread," with its 
fields of waving grain, its terraces of vines, and sheepfolds al 
around. Pleasant it is to be saved and abiding in the Father's 
House, where there is bread and to spare" (Luke xv. 17, with John 
vi. 35), and pleasures in His presence for evermore (Psa. xvi. 11). 
A famine came, a trial, an opportunity for faith to sing (Psa. xxiii. 
1), but to escape it they went to Moab, down among God's enemies 
(Numbers xxii. 3), a dangerous place for a child of God (see 2 Tim. 
iv. 10 ; James iv. 4). Sorrow upon sorrow followed, it always does 
to the backslider, she is filled with the fruit of her ways (Prov. xiv. 
14). Moab becomes a graveyard to her : her heart is broken, and 
she is bereft of all. Jus t then, when all had failed, she hears of 
" b r e a d " in Bethlehem. God had not failed. Here we have the 
Gospel also. Man had failed, sinned, departed from God, gone 
astray, destroyed himself, and was helpless, destitute. At his worst 
he hears of Christ, " the true Bread," come down to earth, born in 
Bethlehem (Matt. ii. 1), to be the Saviour (Luke ii. 11). God had 
visited earth (Luke i. 78, with John i. 14), come to seek and save 
the lost (Luke xix. 16). Naomi heard, believed, and "arose." The 
prodigal at the end of himself said, " I will arise and go." The 
sinner awakened, hears the Gospel and obeys it. Other arise too : 
two Moabites who never saw Bethlehem : when backsliders are 
restored, sinners are awakened. Naomi reached Bethlehem at the 
beginning of harvest, not after all had been reaped : just at the right 
time. So the sinner, who noiv comes to Christ, just comes in time 
to share "exceeding" and "unsearchable" riches (Eph. ii. 7; iii. 8). 
Naomi came empty, that was the right state to receive. So the 
empty-handed, empty-hearted sinner, and backslider come to 
Christ to be filled out of His fulness. The city was moved : there 
is joy in heaven over a sinner saved, or a backslider restored (Luke 
xv. 7). 
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Aug. 16th—Ruth : OP, The Better Choice.—Ruth i. 14; ii. 23. 
MEMORY TEXT—Deuteronomy xxx. 19. 

Destitution—Decision—Best and Reward. 

RUTH, means "satisfied," and that she truly was, when she reached 
Bethlehem, and became the bride of Boaz, the man of wealth, her 
kinsman-redeemer, a type of Christ. But she was not always so. Like 
the sinner now, she was by birth a Gentile, an alien (Eph. ii. 12), 
unfit for the congregation of the Lord (Deut. xxiii. 3). She would 
have lived and died in the far off land, an idolater, had not her need 
aroused her, and the good tidings of better things brought light and 
hope to her heart. Needy, hopeless and perishing, the Gospel 
reaches the sinner, ready to perish, serving divers lusts and pleasures 
(Titus iii. 3). Some like Orpah, hear and seem to wish to go, but 
the first test of the way turns them back, back to their "people" 
and their " gods,53 their relations and religion, their companions and 
their sins; convicted but not converted : awakened but not saved. 
The same discouragements, tests and difficulties met Ruth, but her 
heart was fixed. See her choice, her sevenfold decision, a fine 
picture of a soul wholly for Christ, fully decided, an out-and-out 
disciple, openly confessing her faith, claiming God and His people 
as her portion, and following fully, right on to the end. Did she 
lose anything by her decision and devotion? No. Nobody ever 
lost anything—save what they were better without—by being 
whole-hearted for Christ. I t pays in the end. Ruth 's decision and 
devotion led on to her rest and reward, to relationship wTith Boaz, 
to the sharing of all his wealth, and to her name being woven in 
the illustrious line through which Christ came (Matt. i. 5). What 
an encouragement to decision, devotion and discipleship for Christ, 
in the days of youth. 

Aug. 23rd—Samuel: or, Early Called to Serve.—l Sam. iii. 1-21. 
MEMORY TEXT—Proverbs, viii. 17. 

Early Galled—Put to Sleep—Response—Commission. 

SAMUEL had a godly mother, she was a woman of prayer (1 Sam. 

i. 13). Samuel became a man of prayer (Psa. xcix. 6) : the leading 

feature of his long life was that " he called upon God." He lived in 

dark times, was surrounded by evil men (ii. 12), who " knew not 

the Lord.55 Yet he clave to Him and to His Word. He served the 
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Lord before he knew Him (v. 7). This may remind us that the 
children of believing parents, with much knowledge of His Word, 
may begin to serve, taking or being put into the place of Christians, 
without being u born again,55 without knowing God (John xvii. 3), 
or having life. This is solemn, and ought to be searching. I t also 
shews tha t one who is saved may be outwardly serving, apart from 
hearing the Lord5s voice, without communion. The Lord calls 
Samuel, His voice is heard definitely calling him by name. So 
the Lord speaks life to the sinner (John v. 25), and calls the believer 
to serve (Rom. i. 1 ; Acts ix. 15), sometimes in early days. How 
grand to be early saved, early called to serve the Lord : the highest 
of all privileges. Eli sent him back to sleep : so often do parents, 
and others, who do not understand the Lord5s call, who are them
selves unsaved or backsliders. Thrice he is sent back to sleep by the 
aged priest. When Jehovah next called Samuel replied, " Speak, 
for Thy servant heareth." He heard and obeyed the Lord5s voice 
that called him by name. So does the good Shepherd still call His 
own by name (John x. 3), and they know His voice and follow (John 
x. 4, 27) Him. This was the beginning of a long, eventful and 
honoured life of service to Jehovah, a small beginning has often 
great results : the conversion of a child : the early service of a 
young believer, often accomplishes great ends. 

Aug. 30th—Eli's Sons, OP Sin Punished—1 Sam. ii. 12; iv. 11. 
MEMORY TEXTS—Proverbs xi. 21. 

Privilege—Profession—Ungodliness—Judgment. 

E L I was the high priest of I s rae l : a descendant of Aaron. His sons 
Hophni and Phinehas were also priests, and served in the Taber
nacle at Shiloh (chap. i. 3). I t was the priest's work to teach the 
judgments and the law of Jehovah (Deut. xxxiii. 10), as the 
messenger of the Lord of hosts (Mai. ii. 7), as well as to offer 
sacrifice and incense on His altar. But these sons of Eli were 
" sons of Belial,35 they "knew not the Lord." Grace is not hereditary, 
it does not descend from sire to son : the children of believing 
parents need to be born again, to have Christ as a personal Saviour 
just as others. Neither ordinances, nor a place of privilege bring 
into the Kingdom of God. Eli's sons misused Jehovah's sacrifice 
(v. 14), they appropriated what was for Him for themselves. 
Unregenerate sinners also do so : they rob God of His glory, Christ 
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of His honour, and seek to exalt and to improve themselves ut 
Jehovah's cost. Their sin was " very great before the Lord55—this 
is where sin appears in its true light : elsewhere it looks small. 
They made others transgress (v. 24), and abhor Jehovah's offering 
(v. 17). Evil conduct by those who profess Christ's Name, cause 
others to "b laspheme" His doctrine (Rom. ii. 24 ; 1 Tim. vi. 1), 
godly living " a d o r n s " the doctrine (Titus ii. 10). Eli failed to 
restrain his sons' wickedness, he failed to judge the iniquity that he 
knew (chap. iii. 13), but Jehovah had not failed to mark it. The 
ungodly sons of Eli were slain in judgment (iii. 14). Thus it will be 
with all who live in sin, and despise the sacrifice of Christ (Heb. x. 
29). Theirs, is a " sorer punishment" than the heathen that know not 
God. Solemn is the lesson here taught, especially to those who 
have grown up in the place of privilege, and profess to know God, 
yet in works deny Him (Titus i. 10), and turn His grace into 
laciviousness (Jude 4). 

Sept. 6th—Preaching in Pisidia.—Acts xiii. 14-50. 
MEMORY TEXT—Isaiah liii. 6. 

The Gospel—The Congregation—Receivers and Rejectors. 

ANTIOCH in Pisidia next hears the Gospel (distinguish this place 
from Antioch in Syria, chap. xi. 19). Barnabas and Paul enter the 
synagogue and preach Christ to the J ews—"the Jew first" (Rom. 
i. 16). The conciliatory form of Paul's address, the wise and powerful 
way he uses their own Scriptures, the manner in which he introduces 
Christ, ending with that grand proclamation of forgivenness, and 
justification by faith alone, which has been a favourite Gospel text, 
and a soul winner's weapon all through the ages, followed by a 
solemn warning doctrine, declaration, warning, - a model evangelistic 
address. The bulk of the religious Jews gave little heed, but the 
Gentiles desired that the same words might be again spoken. A 
few even of the Jews believed, followed the preachers—a sign of 
new life; it always seeks its new relations—and to these words of 
exhortation were spoken. Anxious sinners and young believers 
need such personal dealing, and generally profit by it. A grand 
meeting next Sabbath: " the whole c i ty" almost, hearing the Word 
of God. Nothing draws the crowd, nothing arouses interest like 
conversions : the news spread like fire, and others come to see and 
hear. This arouses the devil : he fills the envious Jews, and then 
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they drop the mask and shew fight. Yes, the synagogue goers who 
seemed devoutly religious a week before, now contradict and 
blaspheme all round. Soon they are joined by " devout and honour
able women " and " chief men of the city," who all join h a n d s - a s 
Herod, Pilate, priests and people did against Christ—against the 
Gospel. Gentiles, who had no religion, open sinners, dogs and out
siders were glad of the Gospel, and received it, glorifying God. 
Gospel hearers are still divided into these two classes, some " p u t 
it from them," others gladly receive it. 

Correspondence. 

M Y INFANT C L A S S . — " I have found it a great help toward gaining 
and keeping the attention of my class of thirty very young children, 
to hang a good Bible Picture on the wall illustrating the subject, 
and while speaking, to refer to it. Last Sunday I had the "Good 
Shepherd" (John x.) as my subject, with a picture of an Eastern 
Shepherd (not representing the Lord) on the wall. I t greatly 
helped me in speaking of the Good Shepherd seeking, finding, and 
saving the sinner. I would commend this to all teachers of Infant 
Classes." 

DRAWING FORTH FELLOWSHIP.—'• We have had for the last twelve 
months a new Overseer (or Superintendant, as some would call him), 
in our Sunday School, one who was sent us just at the time of our 
need, and who seems admirably fitted to fill the place and do the 
work. The teachers all work harmoniously and happily with him, 
but the most marked thing is, the increase of hearty fellowship and 
interest among the Christians generally in the work of the school. 
Formerly it was almost left entirely to the teachers, and we could 
scarcely get as much money out of the others as clear the expenses 
of the work. Now there is abundance, and much prayer for and 
practical interest in the work. I believe it has all been brought 
about by this brother throwing in his wdiole energy to the school, 
and constantly keeping its work before the rest. Seldom a Lord's 
Day passes without a word of some kind about it, and the result is, 
fellowship is drawn out and increased." [Yes, there is love and 
fellowship—plenty of both—in the hearts of God's people, but they 
i eed to be drawn out]. 
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Work and Workers amongst the Young. 

JOHANNESBURG.—"We are often cheered by seeing anxious looks, 
and hearing anxious questions from young folks here, to whom we 
tell the story of the Cross. We shall be glad of the prayers 
of fellow-saints. 

BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND.—" We go on telling the children of 
Jesus and His love, and sometimes we are cheered by seeing a 
young heart melted, and won for the Saviour.55 

BLACKPOOL.—George Bennett, of York, has been preaching on 
the sands here to old and young, and will, God willing, be at 
Llandudno in August. Helpers will be welcomed. 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.—Thomas Baird writes of interest and 
attention to the Gospel at Kwala Lumper, where there is a 
continuous work among children. 

D E M E R A R A . — " T h e School at Georgetown keeps well up in 
numbers, the attendance is regular, teachers happy, and the Lord 
continues to bless/ ' 

GRANGETOWN, CARDIFF .—"Bib le Classes of young believers, 
many lately converted, go on with encouragement, and the Lord 
blesses the Word." 

CHINA.—Mrs. Blandford writes from Wu-ch'en of interesting 
wTork among Chinese children, many of wThom come to hear the 
Gospel. 

REWARDS for finding and filling in the Daily Texts in "The 
Children's Almanac," are given in this month's "Young Watchman." 

SOWING THE S E E D . — " I have to travel by Steamboat, Rail, and 
Coach in my business, and generally carry in my pocket a packet of 
Hymn Cards, or little books for the young. I find much cheer in 
giving them away and speaking a word to the children, who are 
always delighted to receive them." 

BIBLE PICTURE ROLLS.—Old Testament Subjects, 4 Coloured 
Plates, with Cover 6d each.\ Wi th 12 Coloured Plates, 2s. With 
12 Large Coloured Plates and Texts, 3s, post free. 

CHILDREN'S PACKET OF NOTE P A P E R AND ENVELOPES.—With 

Texts, Verses, and Designs of Children. 24 Sheets of Paper, 24 
Envelopes, white and rose, 6d, post free. 



The Arrow Winged by L,ove, 

yj^yNE who spoke many arousing words for God, and who 
jypC won many precious souls for God while here below, 

has said: " T h e feather that wings our arrow must 
be love. If our love for souls be real, it will be seen and 
felt." This testimony is true. Love is the best gift of the 
soul-winner : a heart swelling with the love of Jesus. And 
where can this be found? Only by abiding in His love: by 
making it the dwelling place of the soul. To abide in the 
enjoyment of Christ's love to us, is the only way of main
taining our love to Him, to those who are His, and to lost 
souls whom He loves, and longs to win. Thus abiding, 
His love flows in us, and through us to others. We 
are like the branch abiding in the vine, passing on its sap 
right on, and up to the smallest tendril; yea, even to the 
flowers and the fruit. The love of Christ dwelling thus in 
the heart flows on through the lips to our words. It 
directs, as the feather does the arrow, the sharpest message 
given us by our Lord to speak. Even the terror of the 
Lord, the awful truth of a judgment to come, spoken from a 
heart yearning with Christ's love for sinners, will be with 
melting tenderness, and will make the most indifferent 
hearer to feel there is a reality in a hell of woe. O for such 
tenderness, for such love. Let all soul-winners seek to 
possess it. Clear and clever argument, sound and Scriptural 
doctrine, may fall hard, cold and dead on the sinner's 
ear, but the message winged by love must sooner or later be 
heard and heeded. But let not such love be mistaken for 
human affectation or natural sentiment. These are earth-
born, and have their spring in man's own nature. Love has 
its fountain and its source in the heart of God, its embodi
ment in Christ, and as the saint abides in Him, divine love 
flows into and through Him by the Spirit. 
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Leaves from a Teacher's Note Book. 

Yff(R I T I C I S I N G O T H E R S . — I got under a cloud and lost the 
Jl^J enjoyment of God's smile this afternoon while walking 

to meet my class in company with another who criti
cised and found fault with a fellow-teacher and his methods 
all the way. I am sorry to have to record that I joined in 
it, and my soul was brought into darkness as a result. I 
had to stop halfway through the lesson and confess my sin 
to God, then peace and power for service were restored to 
me. I hope I may profit by this experience, and especially 
that I may learn to keep my own vineyard right, and 
leave my fellow-workers and their ways to the Master. 

CO-OPERATION.—I find that there is greater interest mani
fest among my scholars in the Bible Lesson, and certainly 
more attention given to what I say, since I adopted the plan 
of asking them to turn up and read all the parallel passages, 
and texts to which I refer. Formerly I did all myself, but 
it is clear the scholars must have something to do—co-opera
tion, shall I call it ?—and not simply sit as listeners all the 
time. 

REGULAR ATTENDANCE.—Through the Lord's mercy, I 
have been at school all the fifty-two Lord's days of the 
present year. I find there is real enjoyment in the work of 
a Sunday School teacher, if one sticks to it, and goes on in 
faith watching for souls. Formerly I was often absent from 
my class, going here and there to hear ministry, but I 

.think in that I was. wrong. If the Lord gives any of His 
people a little service to do for Him, He surely means them 

.to continue faithfully and patiently doing it, and not lay 
it on one side, to gratify some desire of their own. I find 
that my children have been more regular also. 
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Teachers in Conference. 
Subject—Hoiv to Deal ivith Anxious Scholars. 

[HROUGH the Lord's goodness to us, there are not a few 
of the dear children in our Sunday School at present 
more or less anxious about their spiritual condition. 

I think we might spend a profitable half-hour speaking 
together on how we may best reach them and win them for 
Christ. 

(a) I find that my scholars are very reticent in the class, 
but when I get one alone he opens his mind more freely. 
(b) I have invited mine two and two to my house, specially 
seeking to get companions to come together, (c) Some 
like to be alone, without even an anxious companion, (d) 
Those who are newly saved, get at anxious class-mates 
better than any of us. (e) There are three in my class 
who have been brought to decision, through young converts 
speaking to them, (f) Yes, they make grand soul-winners, 
and should be encouraged, and exhorted to get hold of all 
the anxious ones, (g) Teachers who have little convenience 
at home might meet in the hall on a week night with any of 
their scholars, (h) Or take a walk with them, (i) Let us 
be careful not to unduly press for a confession of Christ. 
Speak the Word, lift up Christ, and leave God to work in 
them, (j) And let us pray for the anxious ones individually, 
and collectively, laying hold on God for conversions. 

There is a wonderful power in prayer. I have never seen 
such conversions, as those who were brought to God during 
times of continued and united waiting upon God. We are 
in danger of being so occupied with the human side, that 
we almost forget that each new birth is the work of God. Let 
us sow-the seed, the Spirit of God will cause it to fructify. 
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The Servant's Resting1 Place. 
"kLearn of Me and ye shall find rest to your souls"—(Matt. xi. 29). 

"Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him"—Psa. xxxvii. 7. 

G^UST to take the daily burden, 
vj|l That which seems so hard to bear,— 

Just to take it all to Jesus, 
And to leave it with Him there. 

Oh how sweet it is, how blessed, 
Just to catch His gracious smile, 

And when head and heart are weary, 
Thus to rest with Him awhile. 

Then to tell my Lord and Master, 
All that makes my heart so sad, 

And to cast my care upon Him, 
Till He ease and make me glad. 

Just to tell how much I owe Him, 
And would hasten to obey 

All His tender, gracious biddings, 
Serve in His appointed way. 

Maybe He will send His message, 
To some far-off needy land, 

Then I'm sure He will be with me, 
To uphold me by His hand. 

Just to leave myself with Jesus, 
Calmly, gladly, day by day, 

Serving Him until He bids me 
Rise to dwell with Him for aye 
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The Bible Students' Glass. 
Composed of several hundreds of Students, Christian Workers, and Lovers of 

the Sacred Word, scattered over the whole world. Open to all believers. 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH: "PILGRIMS." 
" (cp(TRANGERS and Pilgrims" (1 Peter ii. 11). These 

j ^ ) words describe two aspects of the believer's life and 
character, as related to the world. He is a 

"stranger7 '—one not at home. He is a "pilgrim"—one 
passing on toward his home. As a stranger, he is not 
occupied with what surrounds him : the world and its ways 
have no claim upon, and no place in his heart. As a pilgrim, 
his heart is set on the place to which his feet press on : he 
is occupied with what lies before. Heaven, and heavenly 
things, fill his soul. Concerning the patriarchs of old, 
it is written that they embraced the promises of God, and 
"confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth" (Heb. xi. 13). The promise of better things to 
come, received by faith, and hugged to the bosom, detached 
them from earth. An altar, a tent, and a grave, were all that 
they possessed on earth. The altar was the witness of their 
relationship to God and heaven; the tent was the confession 
of their pilgrimage on earth ; the grave the evidence of their 
hope of resurrection. There is a beautiful word-picture of 
pilgrim life and character in Numbers xxi. 22, which the 
believer may take as his watchword when passing through 
the world, the kingdom of Satan, its God and prince (2 Cor. 
iv. 4 ; John xii. 31). The knowledge and power of citizen
ship in heaven (Phil. iii. 20) ; the heart set on things above 
(Col. iii. 1), the feet pressing forward towards the mark 
(Phil. iii. 14), and the inheritance (1 Pet. 1-4) form and 
sustain the pilgrim spirit in the saint. Love of the present 
world (2 Tim. iv. 10), and minding earthly things, destroy it. 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Weekly Readings. 

YffX OD is a bountiful giver. As sinners, He asks nothing 
j y ^ 1 from us : we have nothing to give. His word to 

the sinner is " T a k e " (Rev. xxii. 17). Until Christ 
is received (John i. 12) nothing can be rendered acceptable 
to God. From His children, God is pleased to receive 
much, and they, while giving Him, have to confess " Of 
Thine own have we given Thee" (1 Chron. xxix. 14). 

God's Gifts to Us. 1 
His only-begotten Son (Jno.iii.16). 
Eternal life (1 John v. 11). 
The Holy Spirit (Rom. v. 5). 
His Word (John xvii. 14). 
Grace (Psa. lxxxiv. 11). 
Glory (John xvii. 22). 
Victory (1 Cor. xv. 57). 

Christ's Past Work for 
Sinners. 

He came to save (1 Tim. i. 15). 
He died for our sins (1 Cor. xv. 3). 
He suffered for us (1 Pet. ii. 21). 
He put away sin (Heb. ix. 26). 
He obtained redempt'n (Heb. ix. 12) 
He made peace (Col. i. 20). 
HereconciledustoGod(RQm.v.lO) 

Our Gifts to God-
Ourselves (2 Cor. viih 5). 
Our hearts (Prov. xxiii. 26). 
Our bodies (Rom. xii. 1). 
Our worship (Heb. xiii. 15). 
Our thanks (Eph. v. 20). 
Our money (2 Cor. ix. 7). 
Ourselves wholly (1 Tim. iv. 15). 

Christ's Present Work 
, for Saints. 

He saves them (Rom. v. 10). 
He appears for them (Heb. ix. 24). 
He makes intercess'n (Ro. viii. 34), 
He keeps them (Jude 24). 
He cleanses them (Eph. v. 26). 
He restores them (Psa. xxiii. 2) 

1 He leads them (John x. 4). 

The work of Christ on the Cross was for us as sinners, 
and of that work He was able to say—" It is Finished." 
His work now on the throne is for His people, whom He 
still serves unceasingly before God, and will continue to do 
so until He comes to receive them from the world unto 
Himself (John xiv, 3). 

Jno.iii.16
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Notes on Bible Ixessons for Sunday Schools. 

Sept. 13th—Lystra, The Heathen City.—Acts xiv. 6-22. 
MEMORY TEXT, Isaiah liii. 6. 

Gospel Triumphs—Divine Power—Satanic Wiles—Persecution. 
H E R E we have the Gospel, and its triumphs in heathendom. Lystra 
was a .heathen c i ty : its people knew not God. The priest of 
Jupiter held them in bondage to the devil, who is to-day holding 
the millions of heathendom in his chains by means of idolatry. The 
Lord's servants fleeing from the persecution of Iconium find a refuge 
in Lystra, and there they preach Christ. Satan's opposition is thus 
made—as it often is—to further, instead of hinder the triumphs of 
God's Gospel. The man, cripple from his birth, is like the sinner : 
impotent in his feet, "wi thou t s t rength" (Rom. v. S), unable to 
walk in the " p a t h s of righteousness" (Psa. xxiii. 3). " H e had 
faith to be healed." Salvation, the new birth (1 John v. 1)— 
righteousness (Phil. iii. 8) and ability to walk (Eph. ii. 10), are all 
received on the principle of faith. To believe God (Rom. iv. 6) is 
to be accounted righteousness : to look to Christ (Isa. xlv. 22) is to 
be saved. " H e leaped and walked:" so the sinner who is born 
again, who receives new life and strength in the Spirit (Eph. iii. 16) 
stands forth before the world as alive from the dead, yielding his 
members to God (Rom. vi. 13), and by a new walk, worthy of his 
calling (Eph. iv. 1) in love (Eph. v. 2) and in t ruth (3 John 4), he 
manifests to others what God has wrought for and in him. The 
heathen saw it (comp. Psa. cxxvi. 1), and in their superstitious 
ignorance would have worshipped them—another phase of Satan's 
power and craft—but the servants of Christ quickly suppressed 
their folly, spoke the t ruth, testifying for God, and against idolatry. 
Soon the tables were turned—the world's apparent respect for God's 
t ru th and His servants is only skin deep—and the same people who 
were so lately to do sacrifice to Paul now stoned him, and left him 
for dead outside the city. (Compare Luke iv. 16-30, where the 
" gracious words" were listened to with wonder; but when " t h e 
sa l t " of " t r u t h " was given they were "filled with wrath.") Was 
it then that Paul was caught up into the third heaven and heard 
unspeakable words (2 Cor. xii. I)? The dates at least tally. But 
his work was not done, so he was raised up amid the few disciples> 
and sent forth to preach Christ. 
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Sept 20th—Two Women of Philippi.— Acts xvi. 12-19. 

MEMORY TEXT, 1 Thessalonians i. 9. 

A Seeking Soul—A. Slave of Satan—Salvation and Obedience. 

T H I S chapter records the Gospel's first entrance to Europe, and tells 
of its earliest triumphs there, the first converts won, and the first 
trials, persecutions, and joys of the servants of Christ. While 
happily engaged in preaching Christ, winning souls, and establishing 
saints (v. 6), in a vision of the night, a man of Macedonia cried to 
Paul, "Come over and help us." That cry from home and heathen 
sinners still sounds forth. Willing hearts immediately responded. 
Across the Mediterranean Sea, " i n a straight course35—God can 
still give fair winds and gentle waves to speed the craft that bears 
the Gospel—in a day and a half (what at ordinary times took five 
days, see Acts xx. 6), they make their way to Philippi, the chief 
city. But no man of Macedonia appeared. to welcome them. 
They were in the city certain days, no doubt their faith was being 
tried, when on the Jewish Sabbath they found by the river side a 
little group at a place of prayer, among whom was a woman 
named Lydia, all the way from Thyatira, a business woman, selling 
purple for which her native town was famed. Lydia we may speak 
of as a sincere seeker, not saved, not converted, but groping her 
way after the light. They " sat down and spake to the women" : 
told them of Jesus, and one at least in the company gave heed to 
the word, received it into her heart, and was saved at once. She 
has the honour of being Europe's first convert, and her conversion 
is a pattern one. I t was immediate, manifest, followed by obedience, 
identification with Christ's people, and an open house for His 
servants. A joyful night that was in Philippi. As they went to 
pray—possibly at the spot where Lydia was converted, a woman of 
another kind, not a seeker after God, but a willing slave of Satan, a 
soothsayer, a fortune-teller, who won much money from the ignorant 
people by her divinations, saluted them, as " t h e servants of the 
Most High God.55 Was this Satan seeking to corrupt the work of 
God, to identify himself with it, and to overthrow it by craft ? If 
so, he was defeated, for the demon was cast out, the young woman 
saved, and thus the second trophy of Grace was won for Christ. 
Whether it be an anxious soul, or one held fast in the chains of 
sin,55 " t h e gospel is the power of God unto salvation.55 
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Sept. 27th—The Jailer and his Family.—Acts xvi. 19-40. 
MEMORY TEXT—Romans v. 10. 

Persecution—Prison—Prayer—Praise—Salvation and Rejoicing. 
T H E good work of salvation, the winning of souls for Christ is sure 
to raise the opposition of Satan, and bring the world's wrath down 
on the Lord's servants, especially if their pleasures and purses suffer 
thereby. The people had lost their favourite, the masters their 
source of gain. The centre of attraction was gone, the show was 
spoiled. A combination of opposition, consisting of showmen, 
magistrates and people, laid hold of the apostles, and without even 
a semblance of justice gave orders to the prison governor to beat 
them, and he, doubtless having the same spirit as his superiors, 
executed his order in the most brutal way, thrusting the prisoners 
into the inner prison—likely a dark, damp, dungeon, in which the 
stocks, ail instrument for the security, indignity and torture of the 
lowest type of prisoners, stood. A sudden chill on their new-born 
hopes and joys ! Did it damp out their praises, and stifle their 
prayers? Nay, for we read, " a t midnight" they "prayed and 
sang praises to God"—and that so loudly that " t h e prisoners heard 
them." Wonderful sounds, never before heard in that prison. 
And God to whom these praises and prayers ascended, answered by 
an earthquake, a shaken prison, loosed prisoners, an awakened 
jailer, almost a suicide, crying out, that most welcome of all sounds 
in a gospeller's ear, " what must I do to be saved." The answer— 
that grand gospel anchorage of the sinner, that short sermon of eleven 
words—brought salvation, joy and peace to the jailer and his whole 
house. Thus the third handful was gathered from Philippi, and 
Satan's wrath again overruled to send the Gospel, to a heart and a 
household who would not in ordinary circumstances have been 
reached by it. To these with others added no doubt later, " T h e 
Epistle to the Philippians"—so full of gospel'joy and fellowship 
was written by these suffering but rejoicing servants of Christ 
(Phil. i. 1). I t is rather remarkable that to the saints at Philippi, 
where the apostles met with so many rebuffs, and such cruel treat
ment, should have been written an epistle which says more about 
" j o y " than any other in the New Testament. " H e that goeth 
forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again 
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with h im" (Psa. cxxvi. 6). 
Courage, teacher! and rest on the promise. 
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Oct. 4th.—David; OP Happy Early Days.—l Scam. xvi. l i s . 
MEMORY TEXT—Psalm lxxi. 5. 

Early Days—Home—First Experiences—Training in Secret. 

BETHLEHEM, " t h e city of David" (Luke ii. 11), with its vine-clad 
terraces, and surrounding fields of golden grain, behind which the 
wilderness of Judah, with its sheepfolds, its rugged hills lay, must 
have been a pretty place in the days of our Bible story. There 
David, the youngest son of Jesse, spent his early days. His appear
ance as described by the Spirit was " r u d d y , of a beautiful counten
ance, and goodly to look upon"—an attractive, handsome youth, 
one that the world would honour and idolize. But David even in 
early days made Jehovah his t rust (see Psa. lxxi. 5), and possibly it 
Avas then that he first tuned his lyre to sing Jehovah's praise. 
Early conversion, early consecration, early service for God are 
blessed : the morning of life, the golden years of youth given to 
God. In these early days David learned his first lessons in " The 
School of God." He proved God in secret, he exercised his 
faith in the circumstances around him (see chap. xvii. 34-36), 
long before he appeared as the conqueror of Goliath in public. And 
so must all whom God will in after years lead forth in paths of 
honoured and public service. From following the sheep (Psa. lxxviii. 
71), God chose him and led him to feed and rule His people. The 
lesson that all our young folks should learn from this is (1) that 
youth is the best and easiest time to be saved ; (2) tha t early days 
at home, in the family circle, and while pursuing the humble 
avocations of life are the circumstances in which faithfulness to God 
are first to be manifested, and faith in God proved. " Integrity of 
heart and skilfulness of hands " for higher and nobler work are 
gathered by experience there. (3) He learned to bear with his 
envious and jealous brothers (xvii. 28) ; he had a good testimony 
among those without (see xvi. 18). No doubt his experiences in 
these happy early days, stood him in good stead in after years amid 
the cares of a household, and the burdens of a kingdom. Let young 
believers avail themselves of every opportunity of doing work for 
the Master, and very soon, if faithful in small things, they may 
be called into more public service, as was " the shepherd lad " in 
the great vineyard of the Lord. Early days should be well used, 
there are no others like them. 
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Correspondence. 

SUMMER HOLIDAY W O K K . — " I have been greatly cheered and 
•encouraged by the Lord's goodness while seeking to do a little to 
spread the glad tidings among young folks where I have been for 
the last few weeks. I got a farm kitchen and gathered over twenty 
of the crofters' children, who most eagerly listened to the Gospel. 
I have no doubt some young hearts were opened to receive Christ. 
I am seeking to follow this up by posting each of them a copy of the 
4 Watchman ' and ' Treasury3 monthly, which will be most welcome 
up there where no such magazine is known." 

Questions and Answers. 
Q. Is it wise to invite persons to address scholars at Special 

Services, or on ordinary occasions, who are in worldly churches, 
and openly connected with public amusements, such as bazaars, 
concerts, &c. ? 

A. The practice of inviting persons of questionable repute, or 
those who are mixed up with worldly religion, cannot be otherwise 
than mischievous in its results, alike to the children and to real 
work for God amongst them. Better far to go on with what help 
you have, counting on God to use His Word feebly spoken, than to 
bring in men who are not in touch with God, and whose lives and 
ways are in open defiance of His Word, not to mention the fact 
tha t they sow mixed seeds, and lead those who hear into associa
tions where the Gospel is corrupted and rendered void by the tradi
tions and doctrines of men. 

Q. Would it be right for unconverted girls to sing solos in the 
Sunday School, and if not, kindly state the reason ? 

A. No unconverted sinner can either sing or pray to God. 
" G o d heareth not sinners" (John ix. 21), said a man who 
was once blind, but had got his eyes opened. Surely we who pro
fess to have seen the shallowness of the world's entertainments 
would never countenance a practice, alike obnoxious to God, and 
terribly detrimental to real Sunday School work. Besides, it seems 
to us that any such practice is a departure from the primary object 
of the work, the truth of God, coming from a warm heart, is what 
.sinners, young or old, require. 
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Work and Workers amongst the Young. 
KILMARNOCK.—The Half-Yearly Conference of Teachers and 

others will be held in Waterloo Hall on Saturday, 19th September, 
at 3 p.m. 

CHICAGO, I I I . — A sister in the Lord writes : " I am privileged to 
gather a number of children together here twice a week, to tell them 
of the love of Jesus. ' The Young Watchman ' and ' Our Little 
Ones5 Treasury5 have been made a great blessing to them." 

DETROIT, M I C H . — " W e continue to tell the young folks the story 
of the Cross, and look to Him to bless the Word." 

N E W BEDFORD, MASS.—There is a good school here, and quite a 
few of the children have been from time to time converted. 

CHARLOTTENBURG, NEAR B E R L I N . — " There is a thriving Sunday 
School here, also at MOABIT." 

SYDNEY, N E W -SOUTH W A L E S . — " A m i d much indifference, and a 
good deal to discourage, we still seek to preach Jesus to the 
children, and the Lord at times gives cheer, by drawing some of 
them to Himself." 

The Children's Almanac and Text Book. 
The names of prize-winners in connection with the various Bible 

Searchings, found in this little book for the current year, appear in 
last and present month's " Young Watchman." We have received 
scores of most cheering letters from Sunday School Teachers, 
Parents, and Christian Workers in all parts of the world, expressing 
gratitude for the happy employment thus given to their young 
folks, and thanksgiving to God for the lasting blessing and profit 
derived therefrom. 

I t has been a great joy to us year after year to mark the 
increasing interest with which this little book has been welcomed 
by Sunday School Workers and Christian Parents, and to have so 
many warm and cheering letters, assuring us of its suitability to 
the varied necessities of Sunday Scholars of all ages. We cordially 
thank our friends and fellow-labourers for their hearty fellowship, 
and practical help in circulating the Text Book during the thirteen 
years it has been our privilege to issue it. We are now busily 
engaged preparing it for the coming year, and hope to have it ready 
for postage to friends abro and delivery at home by 1st October. 



Wise to Win Souls : 
A TUA MEETING TALK TO CHRJSTJAN WORKERS. 

INHERE is true wisdom needed in winning souls to 
P Christ. Not every one possesses this wisdom. It can 

only be acquired by continuance in "The School of 
God." Companionship with Christ; being much in His 
mind, having much of His Spirit, greatly conduce toward it. 
It is not fostered in the cold atmosphere of the world, or 
increased by conformity to its ways. A heart warm with 
the love of Jesus is essential to its development. The most 
successful soul-winners are " Greathearts," as Bunyan would 
say: men and women who drink deep of the "well of 
love." Love makes them faithful—yet tender. Whatever 
they believe is needed to obtain their object, be it the alarm 
of judgment to come, or the wooing word of persuasion, it 
will be given in due season. Trappers have to study the 
habits of the animals they wish to catch; anglers consult 
the tastes of the fish they want to hook, and provide the « 
proper bait for them ; so will the Spirit-taught fisher of men. 
Some are timid, they need to be approached gently, handled 
tenderly, and caught by craft—not the world's kind, but 
such as the Master used at the well of Sychar. Others 
must get a broadside to arouse them. But all will be in due 
season, from the saint and servant who dwells and walks 
in the counsels of the Most High. Brethren and fellow-
workers, let us cultivate the holy art of soul-winning: let it 
be our chief business—not a branch concern. Let all our 
heart's love, all our soul-energy, all our strength be thrown 
into this great work, which is the greatest, the grandest, and 
the most glorious that mortal men has ever been employed 
by heaven to do. Be it then our daily, hourly business, to 
bring sinners, old and young, to the Lord Jesus. This is 
the grandest work on earth. 

% 
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Teachers in Conference. 
Subject—Days of Ingathering amongst the Young. 

yh AST night we were together, we were speaking of how 
J ^ to deal with anxious ones among our scholars, and we 

have to praise the Lord for not a few who have been 
saved since then, and for others who are still anxious. We 
greatly desire that these blessed days of ingathering may 
continue with us. We might profitably consider to-night 
how we can promote this, (a) A time of ingathering is a 
time of joy, but it has its special snares, (b ) And the 
enemy is always on the alert to introduce something to 
cause the work to cease, (c) Let us be much in prayer. 
(d) And watch against getting puffed up, or boasting, as if 
the Divine blessing had come because of anything in us. 
(e) I have seen a misunderstanding between two teachers, 
used by the devil to stop a gracious work of the Spirit. 
(f) False profession is another great hindrance. We should 
never unduly press a child to confess Christ, but lovingly 
and faithfully keep the Gospel before him. (g) Where there 
is no conviction of sin, or sense of need, better speak the 
word to deepen these, rather than press for a profession of 
faith, (h) I find that several in my class have been 
convicted while at school, and saved at home, (i) Where 
the parents are Christians, it is well for the teacher to tell 
them of the child's state, and seek to have their prayerful 
co-operation, (j) And above all, let us seek to cleave to 
the Lord, and to the simplicity of His Word and ways, not 
seeking to introduce worldly novelties, or bring in unspiritual 
men as "helpers" at such a time, who are not in touch 
with God, or fit for His use. Days of ingathering are days 
that need .special watchfulness, lest the enemy come in, and 
by his wiles cause the work to cease. 
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Leaves from a Teacher's Rote Book* 

Yff̂ RAYERFULNESS.—I have found it helpful to my own 
W* soul, and a means of deepening interest in my scholars, 

to pray for one of them each day separately. Liberty 
in prayer for any single scholar, I find a true indication of 
God's working with that child, and in several cases I have 
been enabled to persevere in prayer, and watch for the 
answer, until I had the joy of seeing that one saved, and 
confessing Christ. 

OUR EXAMPLE.—I find my scholars follow my example 
to a much greater extent than I had any idea of, even in 
matters of dress. This has taught me to be careful not to 
wear anything that will lead them into extravagant modes of 
attire, or beyond their limited means. I find it much better 
too, as a Christian, to dress simply, so as not to attract the 
attention of others, or unduly occupy my own. 

T H E DAY OF SMALL THINGS.—In Sunday School work, 
I have learned the need of patience, and to be thankful for 
the day of small things. In Evangelistic work among 
grown-up people there is more excitement, and frequently 
greater manifestations of the Spirit's power in awakening 
those who have gone far into open sin. In the case of 
children, the work of awakening is more silent and gradual, 
but none the less real. We need discernment, and should 
cultivate watchfulness, then we shall often see the Spirit's 
work, where otherwise we would think there is nothing 
being done. 

FELLOWSHIP.—It has often been a great cheer to me, to 
have the fellowship in prayer of one of my fellow-teachers on 
behalf of some particular scholar. A word, too, from 
another, is often blessed to lead an anxious one to Christ. 
It is good to have all the fellowship in such ways that we can. 
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Yelling Sinners of the Saviour. 
" They ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ35 (Acts v. 42). 

)PI|^(ELL the worlding and the careless, 
J* Of the Saviour's boundless love ; 

Tell the outcast and the wanderer, 
Of a home with Christ above. 

Ask your Lord for grace to labour, 
He will give you all you need ; 

Seek the Spirit's help and guidance, 
Earnestly with souls to plead. 

Let your seed by prayer be watered 
Ere you strew it o'er the ground; 

With the Master's blessing on it, 
It shall yet with fruit abound, 

While our Lord delays His coming, 
Do not idle time away; 

Oh, my brethren, be not weary, 
Now's the time to work and pray. 

A POWERFUL TESTIMONY.—The best testimony you can 
give to the power of God's gospel, is to shew in your life and 
ways that Christ has both saved and satisfied you. People 
give very little heed to a lip testimony that is practically 
denied by a life of worldliness. If you preach to others 
that Christ is able to save and satisfy, you must be a living 
witness of it yourself. A bright, happy Christian, walking 
in the Lord's ways, satisfied with Christ, and able to let the 
world's pleasures go by, is a powerful testimony to the 
Gospel, and by his godly life and ways will be used to make 
people think, whereas one who preaches Christ with his lips, 
but denies Him in his life, is a stumblingblock. 
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The Bible Students' Class. 
Composed of several hundreds of Students, Christian Workers, and Lovers of 

the Sacred Word, scattered over the whole world. Open to all believers. 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH: "STEWARDS:' 

STEWARD is one who has his master's goods in charge, 
and manages them for his master's best interests. 
The believer is a steward: his Master's goods are in 

his hands (Matth. xxv. 14), and he is expected to so use 
them as to " g a i n " (Matth. xxv, 20; Luke xxix. 15) some
thing for Him (1 Cor. ix. 19-20). This stewardship consists 
chiefly in the Gospel toward the world, and the truth toward 
the saints. (1) The believer has been put in trust with 
the Gospel (1 Thess. ii. 4 ; 1 Cor. ix. 17) for all the world 
(Mark xiv. 15), and is debtor to all (Rom. i. 15). In Eliezer, 
of Damascus, the steward of Abraham's house (Gen. xv. 2), 
who ruled over all that he had (Gen. xxiv. 2), and who was 
sent forth to win a bride for his master's son, we have a 
picture of the true evangelist, and earnest soul-winner. He 
was "found faithful," as stewards are always to be (1 Cor. 
iv. 2). (2) In the truth, and "the manifold grace of God" (1 
Peter v. 10) for the saints. In this latter stewardship he is 
to be " faithful» and " wise " (Luke xii. 42). " Faithful "— 
keeping back nothing that is profitable (Acts xx. 20); 
"Wise"—giving each his portion in "due season," the truth 
he needs and is able to bear, milk for babes (1 Peter ii. 2 ; 
1 Cor. iii. 3), " strong meat" for those who are mature " 
(Heb. v. 14). In Joseph, who was "discreet and wise," and 
who was set over the granaries of Egypt with the charge of 
all its bread (Gen. xli. 39-40), and who so distributed it as to 
exercise the consciences of his brethren, whose sacks he 
filled with corn (Gen. xlii. 24-28, xliv. 1-2), we have a true 
steward. 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Weeldy Readings. 

LL the unconverted are in spiritual death and darkness, 
Jtr^y, under Satan's dominion, and held by the power of 

sin. At conversion the mastery of these is broken, 
and the new-born soul passes into a new kingdom, where 
the power of his former master rules him no more. 

From Death to Life. 
(JOHN IV. 24.) 

The sinner is dead in sins (Eph. 
ii. 1) 

Christ is the Life (John i. 4) 
He came to give life (John x. 10) 
The believer has life (John iii. 36) 
He has passed from death (John 

v. 24) 
His life is hid (Col. iii. 3) 
He shall reign in life (Rom. v. 17) 

From Darkness to Light. 
(1 P E T . I I . 9.) 

The unbeliever is in darkness 
(1 John ii. 9) 

He is darkness (Eph. v. 8) 
Under the power of darkness 

(Col. i. 13) 
The believer is light (Eph. v. 8) 
He walks in light (1 John i. 7) 
He is not of darkness (1 Thess. v. 5) 
No fellowship with it (Eph. v. 11) 

From Satan to God. 
(ACTS XXVI. 18.) 

The unconverted are children of 
the devil (John viii. 44) 

He fills their heart (Acts v. 3) 
His spirit works in them (Eph. ii. 3) 
Christ overcame him (Heb. ii. 14) 
Deliver us from him (Lukexi. 21) 
Brings to God (1 Pet. iii. 18) 
Strengthens against him (Eph. vi. 13 

From Guilt to Grace. 
(ROM. V. 1-2.) 

All have sinned (Rom. iii. 28) 
All are guilty (Rom. iii. 19) 
Grace abounds (Rom. v. 20) 
Grace justifies (Rom. iii. 24) 
Grace saves (Eph. ii. 8) 
In grace we stand (Rom. v. 2) 
Heirs of grace (1 Pet. iii. 7) 
Strong in grace (2 Tim. ii. 1) 

At conversion, the believer is brought to God, and is a 
child in His family (John i. 12). He receives a new standing 
before God " in grace." He serves a new master—The 
Lord Jesus (Matt, xxiii. 8), and walks in that light, into 
which he has been brought. Verily, conversion effects 
great changes, and brings about wonderful results. 
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Notes on Bible Lessons for Sunday Schools. 

These "No te s " are prepared for the use of Teachers, Bible Classes, and 
Senior Scholars, and are of a suggestive character. It is hoped they may lead to 
further searching" and prayerful meditation of the Word. The lessons are those 
given in "The Sunday School Lesson Scheme," fix per 100 \ and "The Children's 
Almanac and Bible Searching Text Book, for 181)0, .̂s- per 100. A "Blackboard 
Lesson," and simple "Bible Talk" for younger scholars is given for every Sunday 
of the year in " Our Little One's Treasury," One Halfpenny, monthly. 

Oct. llth—Jonathan, The True Friend.-1 Sam. xvii. 1-10. 
MEMORY TEXT, John xv. 14. 

Confession—Devotion—Friendship)—Testimony—Persecution. 

" T H E R E is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother'5 (Pro. 
xviii. 24) : this Friend is the Lord Jesus. To all His saved ones He 
says, " Y e are My friends if ye do whatsoever I command you' ' 
(John xv. 14). In Jonathan the son of Saul, David's friend and 
lover, we have a type of love for, and devotion to Christ. Jonathan 
did not always love David, or know him. Once he was a stranger 
to the Lord's anointed, as the unconverted now are to Christ 
(Eph. ii. 12). The battle in the valley of Elah, and the victory over 
Goliath, wras the occasion of Jonathan's first acquaintance with 
David. So at the Cross, the grave, and the glory; Christ dying, 
buried, risen, the sinner first sees Christ, knows Him, confesses 
Him, and begins to love Him in return. David came up out of the 
valley, bearing the spoils of victory : Jesus triumphed over death 
having robbed it of its sting (1 Cor. xv. 55-56), ami destroyed Him 
who had its power (Heb. ii. 15), a Victor, having spoiled his 
enemies (Col. ii. 15). Jonathan saw David, owned him, and loved 
him, in return. His heart was " k n i t " to David's : the two hearts 
become one. A heart won for Christ, is true conversion. Paul's 
,was so won (Phil. iii. 7-13). Jonathan's heart was won, and he 
surrendered his all to David. Royal robe, bow and girdle, all 
stripped for David. I t is grand to see such surrender and devotion 
for Christ (Rom. xii. 1). (See Phil. iii. 7-8, for Paul's surrender to 
Christ). And Jonathan shewed and proved his friendship for David 
by delighting in him (xix. 2, with Psa. xxxii. 4), testifying to him 
(xix. 4 with Acts iv. 20), companying with him (1 Sain. xx. 2, 
John xv. 4), and suffering for him (xx. 30 with John xv. 19). 
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Oct. 18th—Mephibosheth, The Lame Prinee.—2 Sam. ix. U3. 
MEMORY T E X T , 1 Samuel ii. 8. 

Afar Off—Helpless—Royal Grace—Sonship—Communion. 
LAME on both his feet, fled to the far country, belonging to a fallen 
house, unable to do anything for himself ! Such was Mephibosheth, 
the grandson of Saul, David's enemy. He evidently expected 
nothing but judgment from David, so fled as far as possible from the 
place of his throne. So flees the sinner from God, and fears Him. 
By nature a sinner (Eph. ii. 2) : by practice an enemy (Rom. v. 10), 
When David came to the throne, he enquired if any of the house of 
Saul remained. He acted in grace. So God is now acting towards 
His enemies. " Kindness and love " are His weapons (Titus iii. 3), 
Grace reigns (Rom. v. 21), justifying the ungodly (Rom. iii. 24). 
Mephibosheth could not come, he was lame, " without strength" 
(Rom, v. 6), like the sinner. David " s e n t " and "fetched" him, 
from the place of starvation, brought him nigh, even into his 
palace, seating him at his table to eat bread as a king's son, his 
lame feet hid. The Gospel goes out to the sinner where he is, as 
he is it meets him, saves him (1 Tim, i. 15 : Luke xix. 10), brings 
him nigh to God (Eph. ii. 13), into communion (1 John i. 3), unto 
royal rank (1 Pet. ii. 9), as a son (1 John iii. 2). Mephiboshetli's 
confession of his low estate, his submission to David, and his 
devotion to him even in days of rejection (2 Sam. xix. 24-30), all 
tell what grace works for, and in the sinner whom it saves. 

Oct. 25th—Shimei the Blasphemer.—2 Sam. xix. 11-23. 
MEMORY TEXT—Hebrews x. 30. 

Scomer—Blasphemer—Hypocrite—Grace and Judgment 
T H I S man was a mocker of David, a blasphemer of the Lord's 
anointed in the day of his rejection and deep sorrow. His lying words, 
his abusive language and throwing of stones at the "man after 
God?s own hear t ," tell how deep was the wickedness of his depraved 
heart. Priests and rulers, around Christ's Cross, mocking, taunting, 
insulting Him, shew how utterly depraved is fallen man, how deep 
his enmity to Cod (Rom. viii. 7). Yet grace bore with him: as 
God's long-suffering waits on sinners and scorners now (2 Peter iii. 
9 ; Jiule 18). When David was restored to his throne, Shimei 
yielded a feigned obedience (Psa. xviii. 44, margin), acted the 
hypocrite, professed great penitence (xix. 19-20), and was in the 
front among David's friends and followers. But no real change was 
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wrought in his hea r t : sentence delayed against his wickedness only 
hardened him (Eccl. viii. 11 ; Prov. xxix. 1). But his judgment 
must come, as must the sinner's, he is reserved for punishment (2 
Peter ii. 9). When Solomon came to the throne—type of Christ in 
His coming reign of glory and of judgment—judgment in righteous
ness, without mercy is speedily executed on this son of Belial (2 
Kings ii. 36-46). His fair promise to dwell in Jerusalem was 
broken by an act of judgment, such as might long before have been 
executed on himself. 80 he was judged in righteousness. (So it 
shall be with the ungodly, the sinner (1 Peter iv. 18), and the scoffer. 

Nov. 1st.—The Gospel at Thessaloniea—Acts xvii. i l l 
MEMORY TEXT—Matthew xviii. 3. 

The Gospel's Triumph—Joy and Per sedition—Fruit that Remains. 
THESSALONICA—or Salonika, as it is now named—is a city and sea
port of Macedonia. To that city with its thousand of souls, to 
whom the Gospel was unknown, Paul and Silas hastened after they 
had been " shamefully entreated at Philippi." There were Jews, 
Greeks, and Romans there, the former having a synagogue, into 
which the Lord's servants entered, and for three successive Jewish 
Sabbaths spoke of Christ out of their own Scriptures. The Gospel, 
in the power of the Holy Ghost, was preached (1 Thess. i. 4-5), with 
the result that, some were immediately saved. Evidently, only a few 
of the religious Jews, but " a great multitude3 ' of the Greeks, and 
" chief women not a few." What a variety ! Yet all saved by the 
one Saviour. They turned to God from idols (1 Thess. i. 9), became 
followers of the Lord (1 Thess. i. 6), and boldly took their stand 011 
the Lord's side, consorting with His servants. Such are the 
elements of a genuine work of God, and the marks of true converts. 
Persecution, a combined attack of the enemy, followed, in which 
preachers and converts shared. "Much opposition " and " joy of 
the Holy Ghost" (1 Thess. i. 5)—these go together still: a good blast 
of persecution makes clear and happy converts. The opposers, 
religious Jews and idlers of the market place—a strange combination, 
often since then, like Pilate and Herod, made friends over a 
rejected Christ, and a neglected Gospel. But the work stood, it 
was of God, and the echo of it went far and near (1 Thess. i. 8-9). 
The Gospel triumphs still, and to all who believe it, the same 
blessings and trials are sure. To this bright company of young 
converts, the Epistles to the Thessalonians were written. 
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Bible Lessons for 1897. 
As many of our subscribers and readers are in distant countries, 

where it is needful for them to make their arrangements and get 
their supplies for 1897 early, we give—as has been our custom for 
some years—a brief forecast of what our Scheme of Bible Lessons 
for Sunday Schools will be for the coming year. We are deeply 
thankful for the hundreds of cheering letters received, telling of the 
Lord's blessing on the Lessons for 1896, and of young hearts being 
won for the Saviour. We make it a matter of prayerful and care
ful selection to have subjects for every week in which the great 
foundation truths of the Gospel, the brightness and blessedness of 
the Christian's life and portion are set forth, simply and attractively, 
to the young. Our Bible Lessons for 1897 will be " Children of the 
Bible," alternated monthly with " T h e Life and Labours of Paul, 
the Apostle." This will give a large field, and many splendid 
lessons. Full Notes on these Lessons will appear as usual in this 
Magazine. A Simple Blackboard and Bible Pictorial Lesson for 
Little Ones for every Sunday in the year, and a weekly subject for 
Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Mothers Meetings will also be 
given. These will appear in the Sunday School Scheme for 1897, 
2s per 100, or in book form, with Memory Text complete, 3s per 
100, and in " T h e Children's Almanac and Bible-Searching Text 
Book " for 1897, 4s per 100. All ready in October. 

Notes and Jot t ings . 
PUNCTUALLY. Always begin prompt at the hour no matter who 

is absent. If you wait for some important person for five minutes 
to-day, you will probably have to wait for him ten minutes next. 

RAISING TUNES. Not every one who can sing, is fitted to lead 
the Singing of a Sunday School or Children's Service. A good 
voice, some knowledge of music, acquaintance with tunes and ability 
to pitch them are needful, and whoever possess these, should be 
allowed to exercise his gifts. 

SPEAKERS. If you are in the habit of addressing the children 
collectively once a month, or for fifteen minutes at the close of every 
Lord's Day, see that you get one to do so, who can keep their 
attention, and who has something to say. I t is a mistake to think 
that every male teacher can do this to profit. 
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Correspondence. 

CROWDED R O O M S . — " We have taken a new hall for Sunday after
noons for our Senior Bible Classes. We had formerly to sit in a 
corner of a small room in a stifling atmosphere, surrounded by 
young children, and in these circumstances we found it next to 
impossible to make any real progress in thorough Biblical teaching, 
such as our classes require. A copper from each of u s - a l l 
believers—pays the whole expense of the new room, and we only 
wish we had thought of it sooner.3' 

RUNABOUT TEACHERS.—"Our school was crippled for years by a 
number of teachers who did not stick to their classes, but kept 
running here and there listening to every passing preacher at the 
hour when they should have been at their classes. One by one 
they dropped off, and others who have heart and ability for the 
work have got their places. Thank God we have now a large school, 
a staff of devoted, earnest teachers, who never absent themselves 
from their classes without good cause, and when they do, they acquaint 
the overseer of the school so that their classes may be provided for, 
and best of all, a number of the dear children have been converted." 
[ " Runabout " teachers who have really no heart in the work, but 
who by some unfortunate circumstance, have been led or forced 
into it, would confer the highest benefit on their classes by giving 
them up. God has plenty of workers to carry on His business, but 
until these " h o n o r a r y " individuals vacate the places they are in 
no sense fitted to fill, others are kept from doing the work.] Ed. 

S I N G I N G . — " An attempt is being made to introduce a choir into 
some Sunday Schools. The idea is borrowed from the world's 
churches, and will no doubt receive support by those who, by run
ning to and fro, are in sympathy with them, and are learning their 
manners. Hymn Books with popular, but very unscriptural hymns 
used in the School, lead the way to this, and I hear that organs and 
duet singing are already in full swing in several Schools which were 
begun on simple Scriptural lines, and once used of God to con ver
sions. " [Worldly-minded persons, who for some unknown reason 
have found their way out from the world's churches, but who have 
not got their principles or practices cast out from them, are ever 
ready to introduce " Babylon's " ways. A firm resistance, backed 
up with " Thus saith the Lord," is the remedy.] 
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Work and Workers amongst the Young. 

The Half-Yearly Conference of Sunday School and others 
labouring amongst the young will, God willing, be held in the 
Oddfellows' Hall, Kilmarnock, on Saturday, 26th September (not 
19th as previously intimated). Mr. Donald Ross, from Kansas 
City, is expected to be present. 

N E W Y O R K . — " We are somewhat cheered in Sunday School 
Work here, and go on sowing the good seed." 

ECCL.ES.—A Sunday School has been'begun in Gospel Hall here. 
Prayer is asked for blessing. 

M A N C H E S T E R . — " A goodly number of young people professed 
conversion during the Tent Season here, and are following in the 
ways of the Lord.55 

BOLTON. — " A few of our Sunday Scholars have been converted 
during the Tent Meetings conducted by Alex. Marshall here.55 

ABERDEEN.—Believers who meet in Windsor Place Hall have just-
begun a Sunday School there. May it be the birth-place of many 
souls. 

KANSAS CITY, Mo .— u We labour on sowing the seed of the Word, 
and the Lord at times gives tokens of blessing. There are many 
attractions in this city to young folks, which are calculated to draw 
them where errors, which are soul-ruining, abound.55 

" S A N FRANCISCO, C A L . — " W e are glad to say that the Sunday 
School is prospering. Numbers increase, and there are evidences of 
the Lord's workings amongst the children. We are looking to 
the Lord for conversions.55 

" T H E CHILDREN'S ALMANAC AND BIBLE-SEARCHING TEXT BOOK 

for 1897" will, God willing, be ready in a few [days. Teachers 
should get their supplies early, and distribute the Text Books to the 
Children, so that they may find employment during the long 
evenings Bible Searching, Text Colouring, Bible Mark Sewing, &c. 
There are three prizes for the first Text Books filled in and sent to 
the Editor, from children in Great Britain, United States and 
Canada, and twenty other prizes—three for teachers and parents. 

SPECIAL OFFER.—We would call the attention of superintendents 
and others labouring amongst the young, to our special offer of Books 
suitable for Gift and Rewards, Libraries, and personal use, this 
month. Some of the lots are very limited. See page 2 of .cover. 

Eccl.es


How God's Work was Done in Karly Days. 
GLEANINGS FROM AN ADDRESS BY DONALD ROSS, OF 

KANSAS CITY, AT KILMARNOCK CONFERENCE. 

Y N 1 Thessalonians, chapter i., we see how the work of 
1 the Lord was done in days of old, and what God's 

Gospel, preached in the Holy Ghost, accomplished in 
what is called " heathendom/' It turned these heathen 
Thessalonians " to God from idols," right round to God." 
Sinners old and young, in what is called "Christendom," 
need to be converted just in the same way. Every sinner 
not born again is an idolater, he has a God of some kind 
that he worships and serves. Chinese and Africans have 
their gods of mud and wood. A brother, who came from 
America, told the folk in this country he had brought with 
him an American idol, one of the gods worshipped by the 
people across the water. What was it ? A silver dollar ! 
Religious people have their gods as well as heathen. What 
does God set before them ? Christ When a sinner gets 
Christ, he is done with idols. He has got something better. 
And see what God uses to convert these idolaters. " Our 
Gospel came not in word only." The Lord's servants did 
not in those days build schools, and educate the people, in 
expectation that some day they might be converted. They 
preached Christ. The began with the Gospel. They 
believed in its power, and they used it. God give us like 
faith in the power of His Gospel. All around, preachers 
are giving it up for something else. Let us keep at it, God 
will own it. But there was not only the Gospel in "word," but 
in power : the Gospel in the Holy Ghost. This needs clean 
vessels. " Ye know what manner of men we were among 
you." God can only use a clean vessel. He will use a 
ram's horn to blow through, but it must be clean. Brethren 
and sisters, Sunday School Teachers, see that you are clean 
before God. Clean in your own life, clean in your 
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business, clean in your dealings with men. Nothing is of 
any value in God's sight, but what is done with clean hands. 
All the rest will go. Nothing will stand in the beyond, but 
what is wrought by God's own power. Take a look of your 
work in the light of the beyond. How will it look then ? 
What like will it be in eternity ? It malters not a straw 
what men think of our work, the great thing is: What does 
God think of it now, and how will it look in the beyond. 
The Thessalonians had "work of faith, labour of love, and 
patience of hope in the sight of God" (v. 5). It may have 
had a very different appearance in men's sight, but it pleased 
God. Brethren, let it be our business to please God, to go 
on with God, to take God's way of things, and to live in 
dependence on God for everything we need to carry on His 
business here on earth. It is a work that needs patience, 
and those who have none of it will soon give it, but to all 
who count on the eternal God, the reward is sure. 

Experienced Teachers Wanted* 

HERE has been undoubtedly something gained in recent 
years in the way of stirring up the people of God to 
the importance of Sunday School Work, but there is 

still much that remains to be done. One thing especially 
seems awanting—that is, the presence and active help of 
elder and experienced brethren and sisters, in Christ in 
Sunday Schools. How very few grey hairs one sees there ! 
Nearly all the Workers are young in years. No doubt the 
active, hearty service of the young is needed there, but so 
is the mature experience of those who have known God for 
long. It is a work well worth their attention and care. The 
coming generation is there. The preachers and teachers of 
years to come are being educated there. 
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Waiting and Watching. 
" Wait on the Lord, be of good courage " (Psa. xxvii. 14). 

"Continue in prayer and ivatch in the same" (Col. iv. 2). 

o easy task it is to stand and wait; 
God's warriors find it oft a trying state, 
Needing long years of discipline to learn, 
By those whose souls for active service yearn, 

Oh, happy they who, e're too late 
Have simply learned to stand and wait. 

When harassed and perplexed with many a care, 
The willing anxious spirit turns to prayer, 
Spreads before God his case, and pleads His Word; 
Then humbly rests dependent on the Lord, 

Oh, happy they who, e'er too late 
Have simply learned to stand and wait. 

Wait on the Lord, in simple earnest faith, 
Honour His Name, by trusting what He saith ; 
Watch for the answer, though it tarry long, 
Twill surely come, and claim from thee a song, 

Oh, happy they who, e're too late 
Have simply learned to stand and wait. 

In quiet patience wait upon the Lord; 
Quell all vain murmurings, rest upon His Word; 
Commit thy plans into His hands alone, 
Willing that His blest will, not thine be done. 

Oh, happy they who, e'er too late 
Have simply learned to stand and wait. 

ALWAYS AT IT.—The earnest soul-winner, who makes it 
his chief end in life to serve the Lord and watch for souls, is 
always at it. 
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Leaves from a Teacher's Note Book. 

ENDERNESS.—I find that when a spirit of carelessness 
prevails amongst my scholars, and when some are 
inclined to be restless and troublesome, I have 

allowed my reproofs and endeavours to set matters right to 
degenerate into harshness, frequently losing my soul's repose 
in God. Tender, faithful, remonstrance, endeavouring to 
impress them with the wrong they are doing themselves, and 
the neglect they are shewing towards God's Word, rather 
than the annoyance their indifference gives to me, is the 
more excellent way. 

REMOVING DIFFICULTIES.—I have been struck of late 
with the real difficulties that fill some of my scholars' minds 
—difficulties that never troubled me when I was a lad. But 
the world is full of infidelity now; even the religious world, 
and its press contribute largely to create and foster sceptical 
opinions, and our young people read it, hear it, and discuss 
it. I observe a real interest among them, and secure a very 
attentive hearing when in speaking of God's truth. I raise, 
and in a few words, dispose of some of these last day and 
" higher critic" theories, which undermine the Gospel, and 
obscure God's one way of salvation. Only the other 
day, one of my boys told me his mind had been filled with 
sceptical questions regarding the Bible, until I shewed, by a 
few simple words, its Divine Authorship and perfectness. 
Now he feels the force and weight of its words, and is, I 
believe, convinced of sin. 

ENCOURAGING SCHOLARS.—When one thinks that many 
of the dear children come from ungodly homes, where they 
get no encouragement to learn memory texts, or search the 
Word, it reminds us that they need to be encouraged. I 
find a very little gift or reward, goes a long way toward this. 
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The Bible Students' Class. 
Composed of several hundreds of Students, Christian Workers, and Lovers of 

the Sacred Word, scattered over the whole world. Open to all believers 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH: " WATCHERS:' 
HE believer is called to watchfulness, and there are 

various kinds of watchfulness enjoined in the New 
Testament Scriptures. 

1. There is that which is expressed in the word greegoreo. 
which means, "To be awake, to be vigilant," and is found 
in the following Scriptures: "Watch with Me" (Matthew xxvi. 
40). "Watch ye, and pray" (Mark xiv. 38). "Be watchful" 
(Rev. iii. 2). The same word is rendered—"Be vigilant" 
(1 Peter v. 8), and "Wake" (1 Thess. v. 10). It is the 
opposite of that sleep, in which the world lies now (1 Thess. 
v. 6), and will be when the Son of Man cometh in judg
ment. That event will come as a thief in the night (1 
Thess. v. 2). As saints (Mark xiii. 37), as servants (Acts 
xx. 31), and as soldiers (1 Cor. xvi. 13), we are told to 
watch. To " Watch and pray (Matthew xxvi. 41), to " Pray 
and watch" (1 Col. iv. 2). 

2. There is the watchfulness expressed by the word 
neepho, which means " to be sober," not like those who are 
drunk with wine- " Watch thou in all things " (2 Tim. iv. 
1), "Watch unto prayer" (1 Peter iv. 7), "Be sober" (1 
Peter v. 8). How great the need for such watchfulness there 
is in this day of insobriety, in love of ease, love of money, 
love of pleasure, love of the world. 

3. There is that form of watchfulness expressed in the word 
agrufineo which signifies "to keep guard" in a time of danger. 
"They watch for your souls, as they that must give an 
account" (Heb. xiii. 17). " I n watchings often" (2 Cor. xi. 
27). May such devotion and faithfulness to Christ, and to 
what belongs to Him, be ever ours. 

w 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Weekly Readings. 

PICTURE of man by nature, as all men are before 
regeneration, then as born of God, a member of His 
family: as belonging to Christ, His follower and 

servant, as a stranger far from home, and a pilgrim going 
home. 

As a Sinner. 
My Birth (Psa. li. 5). 
My Character (Titus iii. 3). 
My Path (Rom. iii. 16). 
My Company (Rom. 1. 30). 
My Conduct (Eph. ii. 2). 
My Prospects (Heb. x. 27). 
My Destiny (Matth. vii. 13). 

A Disciple of Christ. 
My Master (John xiii. 14). 
My Book (2 Tim. iii. 16). 
My Clothing (1 Peter v. 5). 
My Badge (John xiii. 35). 
My Cross (Luke.xiv. 27). 
My Companions (Psa. cxix. 63). 
-My Fruit (John xv. 8). 

A Child of God. 
My Birthday (1 John v. 1). 
My Life (Rom vi. 4). 
My Food (1 Peter ii. 2). 
My Growth (2 Peter iii. 18). 
My School (Titus ii. 12). 
My Lessons (Titus iii. 14). 
My Teacher (Matth. xi. 29). 

A Servant of the Lord. 
My Work (1 Cor. xv. 58). 
My Orders (Mark xvi. 15). 
My Aim (2 Cor. v. 9). 
My Motive (Gal. v. 13). 
My Offering (Rom. xii. 1). 
My Home (John xii. 26). 

| My Reward (Col. iii. 4). 

A Stranger and Pilgrim. 
My Support (Phil. iv. 13). 
My Path (Heb. xiii. 13). 
My Enemies (1 Peter ii. 11). 
My Temptations (1 John ii. 15). 

My Country (Phil. iii. 20). 
My Friends (Heb. xi. 13). 
My City-Home (Heb. xi. 10). 
My Inheritance (1 Peter i. 4). 

The only way into the family of God is by regeneration. 
There can be no discipleship, no service to Christ, until 
there has been a new birth. This is often forgotten, and 
unsaved people spoken to as if they were followers and 
servants of Christ. 
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Notes on Bible Lessons for Sunday Schools. 

Nov. 8th—The Address on Mars' Hill.—Acts xvii. 16-34. 
MEMORY TEXT, Ecclesiastes xii. 14. 

An Idolatrous City—A Lone Witness—Gospel Triumphs. 

Athens was the capital of Attica, in Greece ; a city famous in ancient 
time for its art, its arms and its schools of philosophy. Pagan 
philosophy, idolatry, and idleness seem to have settled down upon 
it, the people possibly boasting of their ancient glory, not an un
common occupation for those then and now, who have nothing 
better to boast of. To this great city, Paul, after suffering at 
Thessalonica, and being followed by his persecuters to Berea, v. 18. 
was guided by a few disciples, and entered Athens alone (1 Thess. 
iii. 1.) As he waited for Silas and Timothy to join him, his spirit 
was stirred, by the idolatry and darkness aroumd him—he is a 
callous disciple of the Lord who is not so, in any city with crowds of 
sinners, whether heathen or religious. In the "synagogue" among 
the Jews, and in the " m a r k e t " among all classes he preached 
•' Jesus and the resurrection." His theme everywhere was " J e s u s " : 
of this he never wearied, from it he never turned. Whatever the 
sinner's need, Jesus could meet it, then : He can meet it now. Let 
Him be held up : to Him tell the sinner to look (John i. 29 : Isa. xlv. 
22). The philosophers soon gathered around him : wearied with 
their own useless theories they sought for something " n e w " v. 21. 
Paul had it for them : so has the gospel preacher still. A new birth, 
(John ii. 3), a new life (Rom vi. 4), a new song (Psa. xl. 3), a new way 
Heb. x. 19), a new home (Rev. xxi. 12), are all provided in the 
gospel. They determined to hear him speak publicly on the "new 
doctrine," so he was led to the Areopagus, the celebrated court where 
wise men once sat, on Mars5 Hill, and there in wise and powerful 
words, the solitary man, Christ's faithful witness, told of the true 
God, the Creator and Sustainer of all things, leading them on wTith 
characteristic tact till he left them before the Judgment throne 
and the day of account. Their consciences then were reached ; 
curiousity developed into conviction by the Spirit of God, and when 
a sinner reaches such a state, he must either flee to Christ, or resist 
and oppose (Cont. Acts ii. 37 ; with vii. 54). The crowd was divided 
into three groups by the Word of God in the power of the Spirit,— 
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Scoffers, procrastinators—believers. The result so far as it is re
corded—was small, yet precious. A people were " taken ou t" (Acts 
xv. 14) for Christ, and clave to His servant. No doubt they were dear 
to Paul, dearer still to God, and of great account in heaven, as all 
true believers are. 

Nov. 15th—Conversions at Corinth—Acts xviii. i l l . 
MEMORY TEXT—1 Corinthians vi. 11. 

A Great City—Private and Public Preaching—Conversions. 

Corinth, the chief city of the Roman province of Achaia, a centre of 
commerce whose inhabitants were sadly sunk in gross and open sin, 
was next visited by the Apostle with the glad tidings. Quietly, and 
without any publicity whatever, he began working at his trade, as he 
had done before (1 Thess iii. 9-10), speaking of Christ on the Jewish 
Sabbaths in the synagogue. How precious would be the fellowship 
of his two tried friends Priscilla and. Aquilla, and how God over
ruled their expulsion from their land, to thus befriend his lone 
servant. God is over a l l : He makes Satan's rage often serve His pur
poses. Let His people trust Him. We know his theme was " Jesus 
Christ and Him Crucified" (1 Cor. i. 2), spoken in much fear and 
trembling. Great as was this citadel of Satan, sunk as were its 
people, Christ's Gospel triumphs. Silas and Timothy join him (v. 5) 
then public testimony begins. To the Jew first: but few would have 
the Saviour. Then He turned to the Gentles, whose condition 
generally is described in 1 Cor. vi. 11. There were exceptions. 
Justus for example (who though a Gentle worshipped the true God, 
as far as he knew Him), whose house "joined hard to the synagogue." 
In this house Paul tarried, it may be to gather the fruit of his 
synagogue labours, nor was he disappointed. Crispus, the chief 
ruler and all his house believed (v. 8). A whole household converted! 
A most unlikely one too—and Paul baptized them (1 Cor. i. 14). 
And the work did not cease, for we read " many of the Corinthians 
hearing, believed, and werebaptized." There was a great ingathering, 
and Paul remained eighteen months, preaching Christ, and teaching 
those who had believed. To those who were saved (1 Cor. xv. 4) 
and built upon Christ (1 Cor. iii. 10- 11) the two Epistles to " the 
Church of God at Corinth" were addressed. They contain precious 
instruction for God's people individually, and give God's pattern of 
His Church below for all time. 
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Nov. 22nd—The Gospel at Ephesus.-Acts xix. 1 20. 
MEMORY TEXT—Ephesians ii. 1. 

Buds and Fruit. A Great Work—Briy/U Converts—Opposition. 
To another part of the great field of the world, Paul now hastens 
with the Gospel. In Ephesus, the chief city of proconsular Asia, 
where the great temple of Diana stood, the Jews of the synagogue 
were willing to hear him, but he would not stay. Passing on to 
Jerusalem, and over Galatia and Phrygia where he had preached 
the Gospel, he returns to Ephesus. During his absence a strange 
preacher had made his appearance there, Apollos by name, an able 
speaker, of a fervent spirit (xvii. 25), but only knowing the doctrine 
and baptism of John the Baptist, which was that they should 
believe on Christ who was to come (v. 4). This man's preaching no 
doubt accomplished something, for we read of " twelve disciples'* 
left by him, convinced of sin, turned to God, but not in the full 
knowledge of Christ and salvation, needing fuller light and ready 
to welcome it, as Apollos himself willingly did, at the hand of a 
humble tent-maker and his wife. Their's was a noble work, with 
great results, for Apollos became a " w a t e r e r " of others (See 
1 Cor. iii. 6), and arrived in Corinth in due season to carry on the 
work begun by Paul, while Paul in turn arrived at Ephesus to 
perfect Apollos3 labours. God has many workmen, all needed, and 
He can and would send, restrain, and guide them all aright, if man 
would stand aside. Wi th the complete deliverance of these twelve— 
(some are not unlike them as regards spiritual condition still)—the 
work began. So did the opposition, until it became needful to 
separate real disciples from cavilling sinners, and lead them on in 
the truth. This was done in the school of Tyrannus, and from 
thence all Asia, or perhaps rather, people from all parts of Asia who 
came to Ephesus on business, heard the Word. Converts burned 
their old books—as converts should still do with novels and other 
ungodly literature—and a great tumult followed. How a real 
work of God does make the dust fly ! And it brings the Lord's 
true people clear out from the world too. 

Nov. 29th—Felix the Governor.—Acts. xxiv. 1-5: 24-27. 
MEMORY T E X T — 1 Kings xviii. 21. 

Prisoner and Judge —Listens—Trembles—Procrastinates—Perishes. 
HERE the Apostle's free labours in the Gospel are for a time at an 
end, he stands before Felix a prisoner, to be examined on a charge 
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made against him by the Jews. Sixty miles on horseback from 
Jerusalem to Cesarea, to escape from death at the hands of his 
enemies, he now stands a lone man in the midst of his accusers. 
Such was the path of the Lord, and sucji must be the path of His 
faithful servants. After repeated hearings, he was brought before 
Felix. Of this man, history says " He exercised the authority of a 
king, with the disposition of a slave, with all cruelty and lust." 
Such was the man, who with his Jewish wife Drusilla, desired to 
hear "concerning the faith in Chr is t" (v. 24). Did Paul flatter 
him ? Did he tickle his ear ? Nay, he reasoned of "righteousness, 
self-control and judgment to come.53 Seldom if ever are such plain 
subjects heard in high places, or preached of in " c o u r t sermons." 
The effect on Felix was " h e trembled35—not the prisoner, but the 
judge, as the eternal Truth of God concerning a " judgment to 
come 55 rang through his soul. His conscience was reached : he was 
convicted, but just at that moment, he turned about—as thousands 
more have done—and thrust away the Word that would doubtless 
have followed, bringing peace to his troubled soul. He promised to 
call for Paul again, at a " convenient season,33 but there is no 
record that it ever came. Thus many tremble, procrastinate, and 
lose their souls. 

Dec. 5th—The Dead Boy Raised.—2 Kings iv. 8-37. 
MEMORY TEXT—John v. 25. 

Death—Dead Works—A Living Christ—Life Received. 
T H I S boy of Shunen, the only son of a godly mother, cherished and 
loved no doubt, suddenly called away, lying dead in the house, with 
all hope gone, so far as human aid is concerned, well represents the 
sinner old and young. First, in the uncertainty of life, death 
comes at unlooked for times, in hours of play, in days of youth. 
None can stay his hand. Next, we have here an illustration of the 
state of the sinner, dead in sins (Eph. ii. 1), without life (1 John 
v. 11), with wrath abiding on him (John iii. 31). The sorrowing, 
yet believing mother, in her visit to the prophet, her trust in the 
God who is able to raise the dead, finely illustrates the faith of a 
parent or teacher that lays hold on God for their children3s salvation. 
She sends to the prophet : she lays the dead child on his bed. 
There was faith and works. Gehazi, the prophet3s servant, a 
covetous man and a hypocrite (chap. v. 21-27), coming with the 
staff, laying it on the dead child, shews how utterly useless are 
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dead ordinances, prayers, or religion of any kind whatever, or even 
the Word of God in the hands of a Christless man to save the lost. 
Klisha comes on the scene, gets close to the child, stretches himself 
upon it, the living and the dead are brought into contact; life is 
breathed, communicated, received and manifested immediately. 
Such is the effect of the Gospel, which brings near a living Christ 
to the sinner, and Who when believed on gives life (John iii. 36), 
who when received brings into the family of God (John i. 12). 

Correspondence. 

PREPARING FOR INSIDE W O R K . — " Now that summer is over, we 
are preparing for our indoor work amongst the young. A week 
night service for boys and girls ; a Bible Class for young believers 
on Friday evenings ; a house to house visitation band of bright 
young workers, who go through all the houses with a gospel message 
weekly, and we need to extend our space for ordinary classes, as our 
school always increases during the winter. All this needs a continu
ous supply of grace and power, and keeps us cleaving to the Lord.55 

REACHING THE YOUNG FOLKS.—" .Yea r by year the devil's snares 
for the young seem to multiply and increase. Would that the Lord's 
people increased their efforts to spread the gospel in a wholesome 
yet attractive way, so tha t our lads and girls may be brought under 
its sound. I am certain of this, tha t if Christians used the same 
earnestness and tact in the service of Christ as they do in their own 
business, they could, and would reach thousands of these young folks 
with the gospel, and win them for Christ." 

A WORD OF W A R N I N G . — " Sunday School teachers should avoid 
going into any place, or being seen in any company, likely to prove 
a stumbling-block to their scholars. Only lately, a teacher in this 
town (he may only be a professor without Christ) wras seen by one of 
his scholars coming out of a circus in the company of an unconverted 
man. He went home and told his Christian mother, and declared 
that he would go to the circus next night, as there could be nothing 
far wrong if his teacher went." [Sad to say, this is not the only 
teacher who goes to such places. They must be in a low condition 
of spiritual life—if converted at all—who find enjoyment amidst 
such scenes, and the sooner they cease to teach with their lips what 
they deny in their lives the better.] E D . 
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Work and Workers amongst the Young. 

A very large number of Sunday School workers, and others of the 
Lord's people gathered at Kilmarnock, for the half-yearly Con
ference, which was held in the Oddfellows' Hall, our own hall 
being too small. Our aged brother, Donald Ross, gave two stirring 
and searching addresses, which will be long remembered by many 
who were present. Altogether it was^a season of much blessing, 
and the largest in numbers we ever had. 

MANCHESTER.—Annual Conference of Sunday School workers in 
Warwick Street Hall, on Saturday, October 17th, at Three o'clock, 
Subject—"Vessels meet for the Master's use," introduced by the 
Editor of Sunday School Worker's Magazine. 

C A R D I F F . — " There is still some tokens of the Lord's blessing in 
the work at Adamsdown Hall, amongst the young, and young 
believers are following on in the ways of the Lord." 

HARRISBURG, P A . — " Special meetings have been held here, a 
few saved and following the Lord in baptism." 

HAMILTON, O U T . — " We cannot speak of great things in work 
here, but the Word is spoken, and now and again a heart is won 
for Christ." 

DEVONSHIRE SUNDAY SCHOOLS.— ' We had a happy gathering of 
teachers and others lately, at which some very cheering reports of 
work in Devonshire Schools were given. There is a revived interest 
in this sphere of labour for the Master." 

LANTERN SLIDES.—Our New List of Good Lantern Slides, now ready. 
T H E CHILDREN'S ALMANAC AND BIBLE SEARCHING TEXT BOOK, 

for 1897, is now ready, and wTill be sent post free to any address, 
24> -Zs., 4s Ver 100. Twenty-five Prizes for Bible Searchers. 

T H E GOSPEL ALMANAC, Illustrated, for distribution in Bible 
Glasses, and among Senior Scholars — is also ready, 4s Per 100. 
Prize Essays for parents and teachers. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL MAGAZINES. Samples of our Four Sunday 
School Monthly Magazines will be sent by post to any teacher or 
worker who has not seen them. If you know of any teacher likely 
to use them, please send name and address. Other Magazines 
collected and supplied promptly, and post free along with our own 
in one parcel, saving trouble and expense. Hundreds of Schools 
supplied, 



Bringing1 in the £>h caves. 

s the year draws toward it close, we look back on the 
weeks and months that are gone, and praise the 
Lord for all that He has permitted us to hear and 

see of His blessed work in bringing in the sheaves. From 
many corners of the great harvest field, the joyful news has 
come week after week of sinners being gathered to Christ. 
The hearts of those who have prayed, and wept, and 
laboured for their salvation, have been made to rejoice in 
seeing them safely gathered into the garner of the Lord. 
There is no work so gladsome as this : no joy so rich and 
full as the joy of harvest. All heaven rejoices over sinners 
saved, and the heavenly joy is shared by those who are in 
touch with heaven here on earth. Let us share it to the 
full, as our God desires us to do, and let what we have 
known of such hours of heaven on earth but whet our 
appetite and set our hearts a-longing to know more of it in 
the future than we have ever known in the past. God is 
able and willing to save; the Gospel is the message that He 
delights to use. The Holy Spirit is still with us. The time 
is the "day of salvation." All is ready on the Divine side. 
The question for us individually is : Am I a vessel meet for 
the Master's use ? Am I in a fit state for Him to make use 
of me as His instrument in bringing in the sheaves ? There 
is no lack of work. The fields are white unto harvest. We 
do not need to stand idly in the market-place. All around 
there are thousands of sinners, old and young, who need 
the Gospel. Children and young folks for whose souls no 
man cares, and who can be reached with the message of 
salvation. Let us go forth as the reapers go to the harvest 
field, ready and girded to gather in the sheaves. Joyful 
and passing sweet it is to lay down each new-found sinner at 
the Master's feet, and the reward and crown of rejoicing of 
the faithful servant is sure in that day. 
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paying Hold on GocL 

Y WAS downcast and weary. Week after week I had spoken 
T to my class of boys the Word of life, and they had 

listened to me often with a measure of interest, and 
always with attention. Still none of them were saved. I 
had come to the conclusion that they were Gospel-hardened; 
indeed, if the truth must be told, I felt a measure of relief in 
the thought that I had at least was clear of their blood. I 
had warned them of coming judgment, and told them of 
present salvation, yeb it seemed as if they had no dread of 
the one, and no desire for the other. I wondered if it was 
any use continuing my service amongst them. I sat down 
with my Bible on my knee, asking God to give me a 
promise, or a word of cheer to my weary spirit. I opened 
it, and my eye fell on the words—" There is none that 
calleth upon Thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold 
of Thee " (Isa. lxiv. 7). I had never seen these words in the 
Book of God before. They seemed like the voice of God, 
speaking to myself. Was it possible that the lack of 
conversions was owing to my prayerless spirit? Of course I 
had prayed for myself and for my class, but had I been 
stirring up myself to lay hold on God, as Elijah and Daniel 
and men of prayer in ancient days had done ? My 
conscience condemned me. I had not been praying thus. 
I confessed my sin, for sin it surely was, and sought unto 
God, first, for a full restoration of soul. Then I laid hold on 
Him, and clung to His promise until I had the certainty 
in my soul that my prayer had been heard. Praise His 
Name I have since then seen every one of them saved, 
and as I look back on the days of their indifference I say to 
myself—How much of it was due to my own failure in 
neglecting to lay hold upon God. 
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A Worker's Heart Breathings. 
"Make Thy face to shine upon Thy servant" (Psa. xxxi. 16). 

"Give Thy strength unto Thy servant" (Psa. Ixxxvi. ]C). 

YĴ \ o with me where I go, O Lord, 
jy>)f Stand by me where I stand, 

Speak through me as I speak Thy Word, 
Uphold me by Thine hand : 

Thine message unto me impart, 
And write it deep upon my heart ! 

- And save from myself, O Lord, 
Let me but lean on Thee; 

For fleshy energy must fail 
And perish utterly : 

I would not trust to nature's power 
But lean on Thine from hour to hour. 

Cleanse me from all defilement, Lord, 
A vessel clean I'd be, 

An instrument made ready, Lord, 
And qualified by Thee : 

Thy grace makes meet for service sweet, 
And keeps me humble at Thy feet. 

Fill Thou the empty vessel, Lord 
Thine is the power Divine; 

Thy Spirit makes my heart His home, 
In me to burn and shine : 

Come, Thou who dost the soul convert, 
And with Thy Word Thy power exert. 

LEANING UPON GOD.—While speaking the Word with all 
earnestness, and seeking with all our energies to bring our 
scholars to Christ, let us lean upon the living God all the while. 
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The Bible Students' Class. 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH: " VICTORS." 
g(HE Lord Jesus is a Victor. In life He overcame the 
P world (John xvi„ 33); in death, He overcame the 

devil (Luke xxi. 22, with Heb. ii. 14); in resurrection, 
He led captivity captive (Eph. iv. 8), and He is now 
crowned with the Victor's crown (Heb. ii. 9, see Newberry's 
Bible). His is the " t r iumph" (see 2 Cor. ii. 14), but He 
leads His people with Him in it. He "giveth us the 
victory" (1 Cor. xv. 57). Through Him we are " more 
than conquerers" (Rom. viii. 37). 

Even now, all who have been born of God have evercome 
the world (1 John v. 5), for whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world (1 John v. 4), and the victory that 
conquered the world is our faith (1 John v. 4). 

They have also "overcome the wicked one"—even the 
young men in Christ in whom the Word of God abideth 
(1 John ii. 13). The same weapon that was used by the 
Lord in conflict with the devil in the wilderness (Matt. iv. 
4, 6, 10) prevails still, and gives the victory. In the 
messages to the seven Churches (Rev. ii. iii.) a.sevenfold 
reward is promised " to him that overcometh "—to him 
who in the midst of much to draw or drag him from Christ, 
and from faithfulness to Him and His Word, through grace 
hold fast, and is faithful unto death, to him the "Victor's 
crown v (1 Pet. ii. 10) is sure, others will miss it (Rev. iii. 12), 

"The Bible Student's Class" will, God willing, be continued during the 
coming year. The subjects for each month will be found in " The Children's 
Almanac" and "The Gospel Almanac" for 1897. They will be "Elementary 
Truths of the Christian Life," such as Righteousness, Acceptance, Repentance, 
Communion. The Class is open to all Believers, and it is specialty requested that the 
Subject be searched out, prayed over, and meditated on privately. It will appear 
in this Magazine each month, and all who desire to share these studies of the Class 
should have a copy monthly. It will be posted twelve months to any address for 
twelve stamps. If you have beenbenefited yourself by thus studying the Word of 
God, seek to get at least one fellow-believer to share it with you during 1897. 

» 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Weekly Headings. 

{($] OD is a bountiful Giver. He gives to us in order that 
W He may receive from us. Law demanded what we 

could not give ; Grace bestows, and of its fulness 
we give again to God. 

Christ's Gifts to us. 
Himself (Gal. ii. 20). 
His Life (John x. 11). 
His Spirit (1 John iii. 24). 
His Word (John xvii. 8). 
His Peace (John xiv. 27). 
His Example (John xiii. 15). 
His Glory (John xvii. 22). 

Kept by God for us. 
Ourselves (1 Pet. i. 4). 
Our feet (1 Sam. ii. 9). 
Our Souls (1 Pet. v. 19). 
Our Inheritance (1 Pet. i. 5). 
Kept Alive (Psa. xli. 2). 
Kept from Falling (Jude 24). 
Kept from Evil (John xvii. 15). 

Our Gifts to Christ 
Ourselves (2 Cor. viii. 5). 
Our Lives (Rom. x. 1). 
Our Members (Rom. vi. 14). 
Our Thanks (1 Thess. v. 18). 
Our Praise (Heb. xiii. 15). 
Our Money (2 Cor, ix. 7). 
Our All (Phil. iii. 8). 

To Keep by Us. 
Our Hearts (Prov. iv. 23). 
Ourselves (Jude 21). 
The Word (John xiv. 23). 
The Tongue (Psa. xxxiv. 13). 
From Idols (1 John v. 21). 
From the World (Jas. i. 2). 
Ourselves Pure (1 Tim. v. 22). 

The " Weekly Bible Subjects" will (God willing) be continued in the Magazine 
during' 1897. We are glad to hear of them being used in many Schools, and that 
they are found seasonable and suitable for Bible Clashes and Senior Scholars. In 
1897, our subjects will be " Fift}r-two Aspects of Christ's Work," full of the Gospel 
and Elementary Truths for young believers. The Seven "Daily Texts" in "The 
Children's Almanac," and also in "The Gospel Almanac," are on these subjects, so 
that it may be meditated upon in all its aspects during the week. Suggestive 
Outlines, Notes and Hints, will be given on every week's subject in this Magazine. 
Let all Senior Scholars and Bible Classes join in searching, beating out, and 
feasting upon these things " touching the King." We shall be pleased to send a 
packet of specimen copies to any of our readers who will bring the Magazine 
before Sunday School workers, Christian friends, and young believers, who may 
share our weekly studies for the coming 3Tear. 
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Notes on Bible Lessons for Sunday School s. 
NOW READY.—" The Sunday School Scheme of Lessons" for 1897, printed on 

stout paper, new shape, to fix in Bible, 2s per 100 ; with Memory Text complete, 
3s per 100. Also, " The Children's Almanac " for 1S97, and " The Gospel Almanac" 
for 1897, 4s per 100, both of which contain the same Lessons as " Scheme," with a 
Daily Memory Text, Bible Class Subjects, and an Infant Class Lesson for every week. 

Dec. 13th—The Little Slave Girl.—2 Kings v. 1-7. 
MEMORY TEXT—MATTHEW V. 16. 

The Stolen Child—The New Home—The Bright Witness. 

THERE had been war in the land of Israel, and Syria had gained the 
victory over the army of Jehoram, the son of Ahab, Israel's godless 
king (2 Kings iii. 1-3). Bands of raiding Syrians entered into the 
country, and carried off as captives whoever they could find. 
Among these was a little maid, who was probably stolen from her 
parents and her peaceful mountain home, and carried off as a slave 
into the land of Syria (see Map of Palestine). There she was placed 
in the house of Naaman, a great and honourable man, a valiant 
soldier, commander in chief of the Syrian army, and an idolater (see 
v. 18). This little girl waited on the great man's wife, ai^d we may 
gather from the touching story of her faithfulness, tha t she accepted 
her lowly place without murmuring. I think this dear slave girl 
must have known Jehovah, and learned to trust Him in the happy 
days of youth, while she was in her childhood's home in Israel. She 
had heard too of lElisha, Jehovah's prophet, who had healed the 
sick, and raised the dead in Samaria. She had, no doubt, learned 
to love the Word of God, and to read it as all Israel's little ones 
were taught in their earliest days, both publicly (Deut. xxxi. 12-13) 
and privately (Deut. vi. 7 with Psa. lxxviii. 4-6). That Word was 
treasured in her heart, and carried with her into the far off land. 
What a blessing to be saved young, to have God's Word in the 
memory and in the heart, and to speak it forth with the lips and by 
the life? This dear girl did not become like the people, she was 
amongst, she maintained her testimony to the God of Israel, as 
every little witness of Christ should do for Him, at school, in a 
situation, among schoolmates and everywhere, letting the light 
shine. The great captain, Naaman, was a leper, and for leprosy 
there was no known cure. I t is the type of sin, and no power or 
skill of man can take away sin's penalty, or break its power. At a 
fitting moment, she quietly testified of Israel's prophet, and of his 
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power to deliver her master, and the word of this dear child of the 
kingdom was carried to the great man, who well knew his danger, 
willingly owned his need, and at once acted on her word. 
What a grand result ! Naaman returned to Syria cleansed from 
leprosy, converted to Jehovah, earring two mules' burden of earth 
to build an altar (see Exod. xx. 24) whereat to worship Him. The 
touching story tells what a saved child can do. Salvation must be 
known first: then come service and testimony for Christ. 

Dec. 19th—The Covetous Servant—2 Kings v. 20-27. 
MEMORY TEXT—LUKE xii. 15. 

A Fair Profession—A False Heart—A Sudden Judgment. 
How like a true Christian one may be, and all the time be a 
hypocrite and a deceiver ! Among the twelve disciples of the Lord 
was a Judas. In the early Church was an Ananias and Sapphira 
(Acts v. 1). Among the young converts of Samaria was a Simon 
Magus (Acts viii. 13-23)—all deceivers. So in the house of Elisha 
the prophet, closely associated with the man of God, as his servant, 
was Gehazi, the covetous man. He had gone the prophet's errands ; 
he has seen his works (2 Kings iv. 14-16) ; carried his staff (iv. 
14-16) ; seen the dead boy raised to life (v. 36) ; yet all the while 
he remained a child cf wrath, a lover of the world, for which he 
exchanged his soul (Mark viii. 36)—a solemn warning surely to all, 
especially to the children and servants of Christian parents, who 
being familiar with the way of salvation, hearing of the things of 
God, and seeing the walk and ways of God's people from day to 
da}', are too apt to rest satisfied with a knowledge of " the plan," 
without proving the power of God's salvation. Sooner or later, all 
such must be manifested; in time, or in eternity. The cleansing of 
Naaman, and the open heart of the thankful Syrian, was the 
occasion to bring this man's trne character to light. He heard his 
offer to Elisha, watched his own chance, and followed after him 
with a lie on his lips : gained his object, and returned to his wonted 
place of service to again act the hypocrite. But his day had come : 
the mask was torn from him : God smote him with leprosy ; he 
was hurried from the face of the prophet, and from the house where 
others had been healed, to the place and portion of the leper. How 
solemn will be the undeceiving, the unmasking, and the doom of the 
false professor (Matt. xxii. 11-14), the pretender (Jude 13), and 
the covetous professor (2 Pet. ii. 13-15). Love of pleasure also serves 
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the devil's purpose to ruin souls, especially the young, Christ 
received, loved, and enjoyed in the heart saves, satisfies, sanctities, 
and leaves no desire for forbidden things. 

Dec. 26th—The Lepers' Raid.—2 Kings vii. 1 11. 
MEMORY TEXT—ISAIAH lv. 

Perishing —Scorning—Saved—Satisfied—Testifying. 
T H E city of Samaria, under the judgment of God, pining in famine 
on account of its sin, is a true picture of the present world, under 
judgment (John xiv. 30), its people unsatisfied and in despair. 
The k i n g - t h e picture of a reformed but unregenerate sinner-
wears sackcloth, takes the Lord's Name (v. 27), on his lips, and 
pretends to " w a i t " for deliverance (v. 33). Man's extremity is 
God's opportunity. When things are at their worst, God comes 
in, and by the lips of Elisha proclaims deliverance. Bread for the 
hungry (viii. i), like the Gospel for all (John iii. 16 : vi. 32-33). 
The scoffer sneers at this (v. 2), limiting God (Psa. lxxviii. 14), 
just as many now scoff at Salvation for nothing (Isa. lv. i), full and 
free. There were four men there who heard the message and 
treated it differently. They were lepers, outcasts, at the gate. 
They dare not mingle with others, they knew they must soon die, 
disease and need were hurrying them to the grave. There was one 
ray of hope, not a very bright one, but then it was their only 
chance, and they acted upon it unhesitatingly. How different is the 
prospect held forth to sinners now. There is no " i f " in it. God 
loves them, that is a certainty (John iii. 16). He has provided 
Salvation by His Grace (Titus ii. 1 0 ) - t h a t is sure. He invites 
" Whosoever wi l l " (Rev. xxii. 17), and assures us that none shall be 
rejected (John vi. 37). The four needy men find far more than 
they expected—God had wrought for them—all was ready, free as 
air, nothing to pay. They had only to partake it, only to take it, 
just as the sinner has to take salvation and the gift of eternal life 
now (Rom. vi. 23 : Eph. ii. 8 : John i. 12). Nor was this all. 
Saved and satisfied themselves, they feel the responsibility of 
making known to others what God had shewn to them, so off they 
ran and told the "good t id ings" (v. 9), as every saved sinner 
ought now to tell of Christ to all around. Soon, soon the " d a y 
of good t id ings" will pass away, and then cometh " the day of 
vengeance of our God" (Isa. lxii. 2). Haste, O haste all ye who 
are yet unsaved. " Now is the day of salvation " (2 Cor. vi. 2). 



Sunday School Lessons and Bible Class 
Subjects for 1897. 

As mentioned in a former number, after much prayerful considera
tion, in fellowship with many who are actively engaged in Sunday 
School teaching, we have selected as subjects for the coming year 
"The Children of Scripture,55 alternated monthly with "The Life 
and Labours of Paul the Apostle.55 These subjects are brimful of 
the Gospel, of the elementary and fundamental truths of Christianity, 
and of the beauty, brightness and blessedness of the Christian's 
life and portion, just what the dear children and young folk in our 
Sunday Schools need constantly to have before them. 

For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Young Believers, " Fifty-
two Titles of the Lord Jesus,55 being a fresh aspect of the Lord's 
Person, and Work for every week in the year. A Simple Gospel Talk, 
with Blackboard Sketch, Emblematic and Object Lesson for Little 
Ones is also given for every Sunday afternoon of 1897, and will he 
found useful for Infant Classes, and Mother's Home Talks with 
their little boys and girls. All these will be found in " T h e 
Sunday School Scheme of Lessons" for 1897, 2s per 100: or in 
Book Form with Memory Text complete, 3s per 100; also in " The 
Children's Almanac and Bible Searching Text Book55 for 1897, and 
" T h e Gospel Almanac35 for 1897, 4s per 100, all published at the 
Office of this Magazine, and all ready for delivery now. Original 
and Suggestive Notes on these Lessons for the use of teachers will 
appear each month in this Magazine, and also Outlines, Suggestions, 
and Hints on the weekly Subject for Bible Classes. A specimen 
of either will be sent to any superintendant or teacher who wishes 
to see those Lessons, or to introduce them to others. 

Sunday School Magazines* 
" T h e Young Watchman55 and "Our Little Ones Treasury,55 our 

two illustrated Magazines for distribution in Sunday Schools will, 
God willing, be continued during 1897, with a fresh supply of True 
and Bright Gospel Stories, Tales of Mission Heroes and Heroines in 
Heathen Lands, Prize Bible Searchings, Text Colouring, &c, 6d per 
doz. ; 3s 9d per 100, post free, to any address in the world. We shall 
be pleased to send Specimen Copies free to any Superintendent or 
Teacher, who will kindly bring them before their classes and 
fellow-workers. 



A Word to Our Readers. 

W I T H this number the Eleventh volume of our little Magazine is 
complete. Time has wrought its changes during these years. 
Many active fellow-labourers and true yoke-fellows who gave their 
hearty co-operation when the little paper was first issued, are here 
with us no more : they havs finished their course and entered the 
rest beyond. We miss them from our side, but the savour of their 
Christlike lives is with us still. Others whose fellowship we had at 
the issue of the first number are still in harness, and by grace, in 
undiminished energy and zeal pursuing their course, happy in their 
work, not weary of it, nor anxious to give it up. During those 
years, there has Leen much to rejoice over, and very much to cheer. 
Sunday Schools have greatly increased in numbers and in interest. 
Many of the dear children have been converted. Thousands of 
bright young disciples of the Lord, follow on in His ways, and 
actively share His work. To His Name be the praise. The aim of 
this little Magazine is to be a channel of fellowship amongst all who 
in this and other lands are serving the Lord amongst the young, 
especially in Sunday Schools and Bible Classes, and its pages are 
always open to such for practical hints, questions, reports and 
wTords of counsel and cheer. We heartily thank the many who 
have helped us during the year now closing, by contributing 
articles, sending reports of work, and not the least by prayer. We 
value the prayers of fellow-saints, and often feel we are upheld and 
sustained through them. Looking to the Lord for His continued 
help, and counting on the continued fellowship of Sunday School 
workers and others labouring amongst the young, we desire to 
continue this little Magazine as in the past, assured that it has a 
little niche to fill and a humble service to perform, and we shall 
welcome—especially at the year's close—the help of all who desire 
to see its circulation advanced, and its usefulness increased in 
making it known to friends and fellow-workers in the vineyard of 
the Lord. I t is posted direct from the publisher to reach subscribers 
before the Jtrst Load's Day of each month. 

NOTE.—The same number of copies of this and our other 
Magazines will be continued to all our subscribers during 1897 as 
before, unless we are otherwise instructed. Kindly let all changes 
reach us as early as possible. 


