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A Worker's Heart-Breathing'. 

% (i Let Thy work appear unto Tliy servants, and Thy & 
glory unto their chi ldren" (Psalm xc. 16). ^ 

(^(ucii was the heart-breathing of "Moses the man of 
)^) God," the beloved and honoured servant of Jehovah, 

and writer of this Psalm (see verse 1), Although 
three millenniums of years have come and gone since they 
were uttered and penned, we may surely say, that they 
express the heart's desire of every devoted servant of the 
Lord Jesus at this present time. In a special sense they 
are the heart-breathings of every true Sunday School 
teacher, whose aim and object is to see his youthful hearers 
won for Christ in the summer morn of life. Full well he 
knows that the genuine conversion of the sinner is the work 
of God, the operation of the Spirit of God, and that the 
winning of a young heart from the sin and follies of the 
world must ever be by the inshining of the glory of the 
Risen Christ. Hence the yearning twofold desire—" Let 
Thy work appear to Thy servants," and " Thy glory to 
their children." Nothing short of this will satisfy your 
heart and mine, beloved fellow-worker. To see the Lord's 
work in' our midst: our children awakened, regenerated, 
saved. The glory of Christ so filling their hearts, that the 
world and all its allurements, shall lose their hold, and they 
in all the brightness and buoyancy of youth, shall go forth 
to serve and shine for Him. May the opening year be 
among us, a memorable year, rich with the work of God, 
and bright with His glory. For this, let us with united 
heart, and breath of prayer, make daily supplication to our 
God, who loveth to hear His people's heart^breathings and 
cries. 
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" Never Give Them Up." 

Y HAD a class of most unruly boys. Their behaviour at 
Ĵ , times was so very bad that the whole school was 

disturbed, I felt greatly humbled and ashamed, per
haps more on account of them being my scholars, than 
sinners against God. I prayed and watched, yet the 
answer seemed to tarry. My patience was exhausted, and I 
resolved to give up my class. On a Monday evening, I 
went to the house of the Superintendent of the school, a 
dear aged man of God, full of grace, a man of faith and 
prayer. He listened patiently to my story, and when I had 
finished, he said tenderly—"Let us kneel down and tell the 
Lord about them together." I was scarcely prepared for this, 
but as I had a profound respect for the aged Christian, I 
could not find words to refuse, so I knelt on the floor by 
his side. I shall never forget that prayer. He began by 
thanking God that He did not give us up when we were 
hardened sinners, and went on to ask that we might be 
filled with His compassion. I felt very uncomfortable, and 
wished I had not been so hasty. As he continued praying 
I felt ashamed, and confessed my own low condition of 
soul, for it was now plain to me I had lost power with God, 
and consequently had little power with my boys. The man 
of God continued in prayer, and now that my soul was set 
right with God, I was able to join with him in seeking their 
salvation. At the close, the dear man shook my hand 
saying, "Never give them up." I felt the power of that 
word, and by grace resumed my work with fresh energy and 
hope, looking to God to save my boys. Praise be to His 
Name, one after another has been won for Christ, and all 
are now happy in the service of the Lord. When patience 
is sorely tried, carry them to God, Who can deal with them. 
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Watching Daily. 
"Blessed is the man that heareth Me, watching daily at my gates, 

waiting at the posts of my doors " (Prov. viii. 34). 

YĴ Y CHILD of God, oft weary with earth's toil 
AjJ^. And ceaseless strife, 

Thy Master chooseth thee for high behest 
And fruitful life ; 

O gladly wait 
Beside the portal of the Master's gate, 
To do His bidding for the day is late. 

Take thou His message, and then hasten back 
To His dear feet, 

And He will greet thee with His tender love, 
And comfort sweet; 

Then gladly wait 
Beside the portal of the Master's gate, 
For the next message, as the day grows late. 

And mourn not sorely, if thine errand seem 
All fruitless now; 

The message was thy Master's, and His mark 
Is on thy brow; 

And thou did'st wait 
Beside the portal of the Master's gate, 
As the shades gathered, and the day was late. 

Full soon the time of reckoning, 
And reward will come 

<. To thee at last; 
Then thou wilt smile, to think of weary hours 

For ever past; when thou did'st wait, 
Beside the portal of the Master's gate 
To do His bidding, ere it was too late. 
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Teachers' Talks on School Management 

f HE season has again come, when we have an evening 
together each month, to talk over matters relating to 
the practical arrangement of our school and classes. 

Our " Talks " in the past have been mutually helpful, and I 
hope they may continue to be so. I propose for our first 
evening, "How to retain our Senior Scholars." (a) I notice 
that when boys reach the age of fifteen and thereabout, many 
of them leave the School, and we lose sight of them, (b) 
Yes, just at the most critical period of their lives, {c) This 
is particularly the case with our unconverted scholars, (d) 
And they are then allowed to drift, as alas ! a number of 
them do, into the great current of irreligiousness, and utter 
indifference to the things of God. (e) Or are picked up and 
made church members without being converted, (f) Can 
anything be done to retain them at this point ? (g) I believe 
there is much, (h) One thing is certain, they will not sit in 
a class of little boys, or even near to them, and be treated 
as children. (/) We call our senior class of boys " The 
Young Men's Class, (j) And speak to them as such, (k) 
If it can be in a separate room, or at a different hour, all the 
better. (I) And a teacher with ability and tact to handle 
them well. (m) Yes, that is the chief thing. Not one 
among a thousand is fitted for such a work. (;̂ ) Taking an 
interest in them personally greatly helps to sustain their 
confidence, and keeps them from going away, (o) I have 
my class up at my house once in three months, shew them 
my books, pictures, and items of interest, and always have a 
plain Gospel talk, and they like it. (p) But do not let us 
descend to the world's way of retaining them, by introducing 
games and other " attractions," which soon lower the tone 
of everything, and put an end to all real work for God. 
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The Bible Students' Class. 
" T h e liihle Students' Glass" consists of several hundreds of believers, chiefly 

younj,? men and women, and is open to all. There is no membership, but 
a card with your name and address to the Editor, will be welcome. 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH: "ELECTION." 
y^{ LECTION has always presented difficulty to those who 
*J&J( seek to blend it with, or make it bend to God's call 

to "all men everywhere to repent" (Acts xvii. 30), 
and the glad tidings of salvation sent forth to " all the 
world " and "every creature" (Mark xvi. 15). The fact is, 
Election is not a Gospel truth at all, but part of the heritage 
of God's people. It belongs, not to the unsaved, but to 
the saved, and is only mentioned in the Epistles, which are 
written to the saints. There is no contradiction between 
a free salvation for " whosoever will," and God's doctrine of 
Election. Both are in the Word (see 2 Thess. ii. 13, with 
John iii. 16), both proceed from the same God. Ours is to 
accept both, even if we cannot reconcile them. One thing 
is certain, that Election is not a reserve put upon the Gospel. 
If God invites all men to come, He means it, and none ever 
came, to find himself refused (John vi. 37). There is no 
Scripture to warrant the assertion that God ordained certain 
individuals to destruction. Proverbs xxvi. 10 has nothing 
to do with eternal damnation. " God's elect" (Titus i. 1) 
is a title of dignity (see Isa. xlii. 1). Election is connected 
with the rank and privileges of the saints (Eph. i. 4), and 
with their obedience and holiness (1 Peter i. 2). " Chosen 
in Christ before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy " (Eph. i. 3). Predestinated to sonship (Eph. i. 5), 
and conformity to Christ's image (Rom. viii. 29). The 
evangelist does not raise the question as to who are elect, he 
preaches Christ to all, he holds up the Magnet. The Gospel 
is the instrument which God uses. 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Clauses, and Home Headings. 

Seven Dailjr Texts on each Subject will be found in "The Gospel Almanac." 

JeSUS Chr i s t t h e SavioUP,—As sinners, we need a Saviour 
first, and God has given His Son to be the Saviour of the world 
(John iii. 16-17: iv. 42). He came to save sinners (1 Tim. i. 15), 
the lost (Matt, xviii. 11). There is no salvation in any other (Acts 
(iv. 12), it is of the Lord (Jonah ii. 9) alone. Jesus saves from 
sin (Matt. i. 21), its penalty by His death (1 Cor. i. IS), its power, 
by His life (Rom. v. 9), its presence, at His coming again (Heb. 
ix. 28 : Phil iii. 20). He saves all who believe (Mark xvi. 16). 

JeSUS Chr i s t t h e Sacrifice.—Apart from sacrifice, the 
shedding of blood, there is no remission (Heb. ix. 22). AD the 
blood that flowed on Jewish altars could not remove it. " T h e 
Lamb of God" alone is the " t a k e r away" of sin (John i. 29). 
This He did by the sacrifice of Himself (Heb. ix. 26). He gave 
Himself a ransom (1 Tim. ii. 6), He bare our sins (1 Pet. ii. 24), 
He was made sin (2 Cor v. 20) for us. In His death He purged 
our sins (Heb. i. 3), and made peace (Col. i. 20). 

JeSUS Chr i s t OUr Shepherd .—The Good Shepherd, Mho 
died (John x. 11), The Great Shepherd who lives (Heb. xiii. 20). 
The Chief Shepherd, Who will come again (1 Pet. v. 4). He seeks 
the lost (Luke xv. 4), feeds and leads the saved (Psa. xxiii. 1-3), 
gathers the lambs, and carries them in His bosom (Isa. xl. 11). 
The sheep know Him (John x. 14), own Him (1 Pet. ii. 25), hear 
His voice (John x. 27) and follow Him. He gives them rest (Song 
i. 7) ; refreshment (Psa. xxiii. 2), and leads them on safely to 
heaven, where He still shepherds His own (Rev. vii. 17). 

JeSUS Chr i s t t h e Sanet i f ier .—He Himself was the Sanctified 
One (John x. 36), the Lamb of God set apart to die (1 Pet. i. 19-20). 
He is now the Sanetifier (Heb. ii. 11): His people are the sanctified. 
To sanctify is to " s e t apart." Sanctification is twofold—perfect 
and progressive. Believers are sanctified—set apart to God (1 Cor. 
i. 2 : vi. 11) by the blood of Christ (Heb. xii. 12), by His Sacrifice 
(Heb. x. 10), and by their union with Him in resurrection (Heb. 
ii. 11). They are practically sanctified through the t iu th (John 
xvii. 17), acting on their persons (1 Thess. v. 23) and ways. 
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Notes on Bible Lessons for Sunday Schools. 

THKSK Notes are for the uae of Teachers, and are intended to lead to further 
searching1 of, and meditation on the Word of God. They are in connection with 
the Lessons given in " T h e Sunday School Scheme for 1897," #a per luu: and in 
'The Children's Almanac and Bible Searching Text Book for 161)7," l& ytr 100' 

both published in Kilmarnock. Let each Subject be prayeifully read, and 
thought over, then adapted to the capacities of the scholars. 

Jan. 3rd—The First Two Boys.-Gen. iv. l-io. 
Brothers—Sinners—Worshippers—Two Religions—Courses—Ends. 

MEMORY TEXT, Hebrews xi. 4. 

CAIN and Abel, the first boys, the first brothers : no companions, 
no playmates, just themselves two. They were alike in being 
children of fallen Adam (Rom. v. 12), with evil hearts (Jer. xvii. 9), 
born in the likeness of their parents (Gen. v. 3) outside Eden, in a world 
under the curse. Both had doubtless heard of the original innocence, 
and fall, the curse, and the promise of a Deliverer. They differed in 
the estimate they formed of themselves, the way they came to God, 
the offerings they brought. Cain is the representative of the 
religious, but unconverted sinner. He ignored the fall : offered a 
bloodless sacrifice, was the first formalist, liar, hater, persecutor, 
murderer, world-reformer, child of the devil, and despiser of grace 
(see Jude 11, 1 John iii. 12). He is the representative of all the 
unconverted, especially the religious, who despise God's salvation, 
by grace (Eph. ii. 10; Titus ii. 11), through Christ's atoning death 
(Rom. v. 10; Col. i. 20), and devise a way of their own. Ritualism, 
Rationalism, and Religion without Christ, are the marks of Cain. 
Abel—whose name means "Vani ty"—took his true place before 
God as a s inner ; offered a " m o r e excellent sacrifice"—type of 
Christ, by faith (Heb. xi. 4), and was "accounted righteous"— 
"Righteous A b e l " (Matt, xxiii. 35). Then being accounted 
righteous—as all who believe in Christ now are (see Rom. iv. 4, 23 r 
Acts xiii. 39)—his works were righteous : he practised righteousness* 
(see 1 John iii. 12), as believers still do (Rom. vi. 6, 19), and suffered 
for the same. Abel is the representative of all who are saved, who* 
come to God as sinners, owning their sin, accepting His Son, by 
faith, unto justification, then to go forth accepted, to live and 
suffer, to be hated, it may be slain, for His sake. 
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Jan. 10th—Ishmael, the Archer,—Gen. xxi. 9 21. 
MEMORY TEXT, Mark viii. 36, 

Outcast — Perishing, Life—Growth—Service. 
ISHMAEL was the son of Hagar, the Egyptain (Gen. xvi. 15), and he 
with his mother was cast out from the house and home of Abraham, 
And not permitted to rank with Isaac the child of promise. The 
history is typical of God's dispensational dealings, as it is also " an 
allegory" of law and grace (see Gal. iv. 24). Ishmael is a type of the 
flesh, the first-born, the old nature, which cannot be mended or 
reformed but must be condemned and cast out. Isaac, of the new 
birth, the Divine nature, the spirit of sonship which all believers 
possess (see John iii 5 : 2 Pet. i. 3 : Gal. v. 17). The history of 
Ishmael has its gospel lessons also. Cast out, exhausted, perishing in 
a lone desert, God sees him ; provides a welljof water for him, from 
which he drank and lived. So the sinner away from God, an out
cast (Eph. ii. 12) is seen, loved, cared for (John iii. 16 : Rom v. 6 : 
Titus iii. 5) by God. Living water is provided (Rev. xxii. 17 : Isa. 
Iv. i) and all who drink live (John vii. 37). God was with the lad 
(v. 20) as He is with all His own (Heb. xiii. 5) : " He grew," (comp. 
1 Pet. ii. 2) and he became an archer. Salvation, strength, service : 
this is God's order. No one can serve, until he is saved : nor can 
any grow till he gets life. 

Jan. 17th—Isaac, the Child of Promise.—Gen. xxi. 18 ; xxi. 
MEMORY TEXT, John iii. 16. 

The Obedient Son—Death—Resurrection—Ascension. 

ISAAC is a type of Christ : as the child of promise (Comp. Gen. xvii. 
•23 ; xxi. 1-7 ; with Isa. ix. 6) ; the only-begotten son (Heb. xi. 17), 
the true " Seed" (Gal. iii. 16), the "Son of Abraham55 (Matt. i. 1), 
who became obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross (Phil. 
ii. 8). He was hated and persecuted by his brethren, without cause 
(Gen. xxi. 9 ; with John xv. 25). In Isaac's prompt and perfect 
obedience to his father's will ; their journey to Moriah together ; 
his submission to the bands of death ; his patient surrender to the 
glittering knife raised above his head, his loosing from the altar and 
return to the home in Hebron, we have a thinly-veiled shadow of 
the Son of God, the beloved of the Father (John iii. 35). The com
munion between the Father and the Son—" they went both of them 
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together" (v. 6), with " I and my Father are one" (John x. MO) ; 
and His ohedienee unto death (Phil ii. 8), " Not My will but thine he 
done" (Lukexxii. 42). The wood —Our sins (Isa. liii. G). " T h e fire" 
—Jehovah's anger (Nah. i. 6). " T h e knife—Divine Justice (Zee. 
xiii. 7) The loosing—Christ's resurrection (Acts ii. 14). The 
return—Ascension to heaven. There He now waits for the bride 
(Comp. chap xxii), which the Father has given Him, and which the 
Spirit through the Gospel is now gathering out from the world for 
Him. 

Jan. 24th—Joseph, The Beloved—Gen. xxxvii. 1-28. 

MEMORY TEXT, John iii. 35. 

Beloved—Hated—Rejected—Excelled. Receiving—Saving. 
JOSEPH is like Jesus. (1) As the beloved child; "Israel loved Joseph5' 
(v. 3), the Father loveth the Son (John iii. 35). (2) The obedient 
Son, " T h i s is my beloved Son" (Matt. iii. 17). (3) The ready 
servant, " L o I come to do Thy will53 (Heb. x. 7): sent out from the 
vale of Hebron : communion (John i. 18). (4) Hated by his brethren, 
because he spoke the t ru th (Comp. John viii. 40). (5) Rejected and 
sold (John i. 11, Matt. xxi. 14). (6) Condemned by the Gentiles, 
falsely accused, suffering for righteousness5 sake, numbered with the 
transgressors (Acts iv. 27, Isa. liii. 12, John xix. 18). (7) Exalta
tion and glory (chap. xli.). So Christ, after suffering, received 
glory (Heb. xii. 2), and is now set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. There He receives a Bride from among the Gentiles, 
as Joseph did, and will one day reveal Himself to His brethren 
according to the flesh, the sons of Israel, when in the latter day, 
they look upon Him whom they pierced, and mourn (Zee. xii. 10). 
The touching story also shews how the guilty are forgiven. 
Jesus now lives to welcome the sinner (Luke xv. 2), and to 
receive with open arms all who come unto Him (John vi. 37). 

Jan. 31st—Benjamin, the Little One.—Gen. xlii. 1-38. 
MEMORY TEXT—MARK X. 14. 

The Little One at Home—Early Called—Early Drawn. 
BENJAMIN was the youngest son of Jacob, the child of his old age, 
" a little one " (Gen. xliv, 20). His mother died at the time of his 
birth (Gen. xxxw 18) so that he never knew a mothers love, but 
was, as his name implies the " Son of his father's right hand." 
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While his brothers were keeping their flock on the plains, he and 
his brother Joseph thebeloved, remained with their father in the tent. 
I t must have been a sad day to little Benjamin, when the tidings 
came that Joseph " was not,35 followed by shewing his blood-stained 
coat, which caused his father to mourn for him as one dead (see v. 
38). In Joseph we have a beautiful type of Jesus : loved, rejected, 
exalted to the place of authority (Phil. ii. 10). Those ten sons of 
Jacob, hardened, deceiving, lying: impoverished, convicted, and 
confessing sin: (v. 21) then forgiven, reconciled and brought near 
(Gen. xlv. 1. 10), we may take to represent the course, conviction 
and conversion of the hardened sinner, who has proved that " t h e 
way of transgressors is hard." In Benjamin we may surely see the 
more gentle workings of Divine grace (see xliii. 30 : xlv. 14) such as 
are still seen in the drawing and winning of young hearts to Christ, 
who have never known the depths of sin, and the open wickedness 
of the world. Happy are the " l i t t l e ones,51 the " little children " 
(Mark x. 14), yea, the " in fan ts" (Luke xviii. 15) who obey the 
Saviour's call. Their's is a special portion (see Isa. xl. 11). 
Benjamin's blessing (Deut. xxxiii. 12) is the heritage and possession 
of the saved little one. 

Subject for February, " The Life St07y of Paul the Apostle." 
Feb. 7th—Early Days a t TarSUS—Acts xxii. 3, Philippians iii. 4. 

MEMORY TEXT, Ecclesiastes xii. 1. 
The Jewish Home—The Heathen City—The Youug Tradesman. 

AMONG the early disciples, witnesses, apostles, and martyrs of the 
Lord Jesus, the name of Saul of Tarsus, afterwards Paul the 
Apostle, holds an honoured place. We shall seek to gather from 
the Word of God the " Life Story " of this remarkable man, which 
the Spirit of God has left on record, for our instruction, imitation, 
encouragement, and help. Paul is a " pattern55 man (1 Tim. i. 16) 
in his conversion and walk (1 Thess. i. 6), a representative and 
example of the great truths, he was the chosen vessel to communi
cate to others. There is not a great deal said in Scripture about his 
early days, but what is said, throws some light on a Jewish boy's home 
and surroundings. He was born in Tarsus (Acts xxii. 2), the capital 
ofCilicia, " no mean city " (Acts xxi. 39),'in the S.E. of Asia Minor 
(see map), a few miles from the sea, with the snowy peaks of Mount 
Taurus behind. I t was a centre of commerce, and a seat of learning. 
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His parents were Jews, Hebrews of the Hebrews, (Phil. iii. 8) and 
although far from Jerusalem and the land of their fathers, in the 
midst of a heathen city, sadly given to vice, Saul's parents main
tained their creed and abode in the religion of their fathers. No 
doubt Saul would receive an early and careful training (Prov. xxii. 
6), and instruction in the Scriptures (Deub. vi. 7). He had at least 
one sister, whose son saved his life (Acts xxiii. 16), and we read of 
his kinsman (Rom. xvi. 7). He would be taught a trade, as every 
Jewish boy was, in his case evidently tent-making (see Acts xviii. 3). 
These were made of the coarse long hair of goats, woven into cloth 
and twisted into ropes. This in after days, even in the midst of his 
labours as an apostle, served to support him and others with him 
(see 1 Thess. ii. 6-9, Acts xx. 34). No doubt he, in common with 
every Jewish boy, gloried in his nation, its past history, its future 
hopes of greatness, but as yet he was a stranger to Him, whose 
love in after years won His heart, and for whose sake he laboured, 
and suffered and died, even Jesus of Nazareth, the Saviour. I t is 
probable (but we do not dogmatize on what is not definitely stated in 
the Word), tha t while Saul was spending his boyhood in Cilicia, on 
the banks of the Cyndus. away across the ridges of Lebanon, in the 
village of Nazareth, in Galilee, Jesus the Son of God was spending 
his boyhood also. How the sinner was won by the Saviour, and the 
persecuting Saul became the devoted Paul, our after lessons will 
shew. 

Answers to Correspondents. 

A. N. LONDON.—A class of twenty, is far too large. Eight or 
ten are as many as you can manage well, in a room crushed as 
your's is. 

J. H. MANCHESTER.—The best schools, alike as to numbers and 
solid work for God, are those where the Word is simply and 
continuously spoken, and God counted upon to work. All the 
attractions you speak of, such as music, choirs, oratorios, &c, are 
rags borrowed from the world's religion. Their use is an admission 
that Christ and His Gospel are not enough to draw and convert 
-sinners. Let those who have nothing better, dabble away with 
them. Be content with Christ and the Word. If you are right 
-with God, you will need no more. 
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Work and Workers amongst the Young. 
Brief, crisp Reports of sound Gospel Work, Special Services, Sunday School Work, 

and all other efforts on godly and Scriptural Lines to spread the good news 
among Young' Folks always welcome for this page. 

CARDIFF.—Mr. Jordan, of Greenwich, had some interesting 
meetings for young folks here in December, at which there were 
conversions. 

HAMILTON.—"School in Gospel Hall, continues interesting. 
Our Tea Meeting takes place this month." 

FEATHERSTOJSE, Y O R K S . — " Our Young Believers' Classes increase 
in numbers, and a number of those who have been saved are now in 
happy fellowship with those gathered in the Lord's name." 

KILMARNOCK.—A number of young lads, most of them recently 
converted, meet on Saturday afternoons for Bible Study, one 
opening the Subject, then each contributing some little word toward 
its elucidation. The lately formed school in the Holm increases in 
numbers, and we hope there may be genuine conversions. 

JOHNSTONE. —Some young folks here were brought to Christ 
during special meetings conducted by Mr. John Smyth. 

GALSTON.—" Tha school here is larger than the Evangelistic Hall 
can well accomodate. There has been much blessing in the past. 
Pray that God may again visit us in saving power." 

An excellent way of keeping the Sunday School and Gospel 
Meeting before whole households all the year round, is to give one 
of our Sheet Almanacs to each scholar, with Local Title and List of 
Meetings, to hang on the kitchen wall. This has been done for 
years in many places with excellent results. A Specimen Copy will 
be sent to any Superintendent or Teacher. Our New List of Twelve 
Hundred Gift and Reward Books for Old and Young. Post Free 
to any Address. Special Terms to School Teachers. 

FALLEN ASLEEP.—Mrs. David Robertson, of Galston, for many 
years an active worker in the Sunday School, lias gone to rest with 
Christ. A number of young women, who stood around her open 
grave, were won for Christ while in her class. This is the best 
"memor ia l" for a teacher to leave behind, and a crown (1 Thess. 
iii. 15) for days to come. David Fulton of Glasgow, for many years 
in Marble Hall, was suddenly called to be with Christ, on Dee. 19th. 



A Work of Fa i th . 

HE Thessalonian saints of old, were a cause of continual 
thanksgiving to God by Paul, owing to their " work of 
faith." He had been the honoured instrument in 

carrying the Gospel to them when they were unconverted 
idolaters, and he watched with keenest interest the progress 
of the work of God in them. Three things he specially 
mentions as causes for thanksgiving to God, and the first of 
these, is their " work of faith." This is work that we deal 
with God about, that we consult Him about, that we 
count upon Him to carry on. Real Sunday School work, 
as well as Gospel effort, should be of this character. Some
times it is to be feared, the teacher who has only half-a-
dozen little children to speak to about Jesus, is apt to think 
his work too insignificant for God to take any particular 
notice of, consequently it is not with him a " work of faith." 
There is little earnest prayer, little consulting of God, little 
reckoning on His help. This apparently insignificant 
service needs God in it, as truly as the work of the evangelist 
who speaks to thousands. Apart from God's power, there 
can be nothing lasting done by either. A " work of faith v 

means taking in God at every step, counting upon Him in 
spite of adverse circumstances, leaning upon Him in times 
of trial, and toiling on in the work to which He has called 
us, and for which He has undertaken to provide, whether 
men approve of it or not. Faith never falters, never gives 
up, never gets cast down, or overpowered with difficulties. 
It hangs on the eternal God, assured that there is with 
Him enough to carry on all that He has ordered to be done 
in His Name. May such faith be ours, then sooner or 
later God will own it, and give us to see the fruit, to His 
praise and our joy. No real "work of faith'' can fail to 
have abiding results. God will own and acknowledge it 
here or hereafter. 
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Our Only Opportunity, 

IN a single apartment, up a dark lane in the East-end of 
London, a lonely girl sat plying her needle on a piece 
of embroidery work, at the light of a half-burnt candle. 

An acquaintance called, and asked the busy worker to cease 
her toil, to look at some trifling thing she had picked up. 

Raising her eyes from her work, she pointed to the little 
bit of remaining candle, now almost burnt into the socket, 
and said : " I must work while the light lasts, the garment 
is wanted for a marriage to-morrow, and if I should allow 
my candle to burn out before it is finished, I can never 
finish it at all. This is my opportunity, so I must use it." 

The words of the London seamstress have a voice to 
every worker in the vineyard of the Lord. We have only 
one little bit of the candle of life, one brief opportunity to 
work for our heavenly Master, to bring sinners to Him, to 
prepare (so far as human effort can) the materials for His 
coming marriage day, when all who are now clothed in 
Divine righteousness, received through the Gospel, shall 
shine in His glory. Oh ! to use it well: to waste none of it 
in trifles, such as men of the world seek after. Be it ours 
to work for Christ while the candle of life burns out. The 
reward and the recompence are sure. Our heavenly Lord 
and Master will not fail to acknowledge all that has been 
done to please Him. It may not bring the smile or the 
approval of men, but what of that if it pleases Him. Let 
this be the aim of all who work in the vineyard, and seek to 
win souls for His Kingdom. And let us do what we are 
called to do with all our might. Soon the candle will burn 
itself out, and the night come when no man can work. This 
is our only opportunity : no such service shall be ours in 
heaven. 
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Faithful Service. 
'"The men did the work faithfully" (2 Chron. xxxiv. J2). 
fci Well done! #ood and faithful servant" (Matth. xxv. 21). 

YSIAITHFULLY watch, for sometimes 
Tp^ The Lord will point the way 

With only an outstretched finger; 
And how can we obey 

If our eyes are looking downward, 
And we see not His dear hand 

Showing us where to follow, 
Telling us when to stand. 

Faithfully wait beside Him, 
You hear His voice the best, 

And understand His meaning 
When the heart is quite at rest; 

We must not go before Him, 
For He will alwrays lead 

Where the waters flow the deepest, 
When deepest is the need. 

Faithfully work, the Master 
Is the Helper and the Friend : 

He sees the blessing oft begin 
Where we believe it end ; 

Nor measure His blest labour 
By the meanness of the tool; 

He leads some to the playground, 
But all into the school. 

Thus watching, waiting, working 
With Him, our all in all, 

We learn how blest His service is, 
How rich His blessings fall; 

While in His joy we find our strength, 
And in His strength our joy— 

A wealth of blessedness indeed, 
Which man cannot destroy. 
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Teachers' Talks on School Management. 
No. 2. Subject—PUNCTUALITY. 

V T has often been remarked that in the daily duties of life, 
T in attendance to business, and such like, punctuality is 

regarded as an absolute necessity. Without this, all 
would go to confusion. I observe there is often a want of 
punctuality in the service of God, especially in Sunday 
School work. This ought not to be, and I have mentioned 
it for consideration, in the hope that we may get some 
practical help toward a better state of things, (a) The 
person most responsible to see that punctuality is observed, 
is the superintendent, or overseer of the School, (b) Yes, 
he ought to be punctual, (c) To be in his place at the 
hour, and see that the school is opened precisely at the 
time, (d) Otherwise, both teachers and scholars regard 
being late as a very trivial offence, (e) Late teachers and 
scholars, should have to wait outside the door, until the 
opening tiymn and prayer are over, (f) And then be 
marked late on the register, (g) Some put up a card on 
the door with the word " Late " in bold letters, immediately 
the opening hymn is given out. (h) This faces all late 
comers, and has a good effect, (i) Equal punctuality 
should be observed in closing: otherwise domestic servants 
and others, who have to be home at a given time, are late. 
(j) In order to gain this, lessons should be over, registers 
marked, and all ready, at least fifteen minutes before the 
hour of dismission, (k) And at the stroke of the hand
bell—which by the way is a necessity to punctuality—every 
teacher and scholar should be facing the platform, and ready 
for the closing hymn. (I) These simple matters observed 
would greatly benefit all our scholars, (m) And ought to 
be regarded as a matter of conscience by all the godly. 
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The Bible Students' Class. 
44 The Bible Students' Class" consists of several hundreds of believers, chiefly 

younjr men and women, and is open to all. There is no membership, but 
a card with your name and address to the Editor, will be welcome. 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH: "REPENTANCE." 
EPKNTANCE, as it is generally understood, is supposed 

to mean penitential sorrow for sin, apart from which 
God will not bestow, or the sinner be in a condition 

to receive salvation. That this is not the meaning of 
repentance as presented in God's Word is evident, both 
from the Word itself and its use. 

The Greek word means " an after-mind." It is not 
sorrow for sin, although where there is genuine repentance, 
such sorrow is never lacking, for " Godly sorrow worketh 
repentance " (2 Cor. vii. 10). In the parable of Matth. xxi. 
28-30, we have a picture of it. Man, by nature, has wrong 
thoughts of God : he thinks Him hard and exacting. He 
needs " Repentance toward God" (Acts xx. 21). The 
" goodness of God" leadeth to repentance (Rom. ii. 4). 
When the sinner learns that God is love : that He is not 
exacting or austere, but gracious and loving : that He gave 
His Son (John iii. 16), and that Christ died for His enemies 
(Rom. v. 8), his belief of the truth changes his mind, and 
thus repentance toward God is produced, and " faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ accompanies it unto salvation " (Acts 
xvi. 31). All who believe on Him, turn to God from idols 
(1 Thess. i. 9) : all who truly repent, or change their minds 
as to God's attitude toward them, believe Him (Rom. iv. 3). 
Hence the word—" Repent ye, and believe the Gospel." 
This does not imply that there must be a certain amount of 
" contrition," or " softness of heart," as a pre-requisite to 
salvation. This is Romanism, and annuls God's grace, 
which " bringeth salvation " (Titus ii. 12). 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects, 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Clauses, and Home Headings. 

Seven Daily Texts on each Subject will be found in "The Gospel Almanac." 

JesilS Chr i s t Olir S t r e n g t h . — A s sinners, we are "wi thou t 
strength " (Rom. v. 6), sin is the law of our being. At conversion 
its power is broken, but the believer is still "weak . " The Lord 
is His strength (Isa. xlv. 24), He gives it to His people (Isa. xl. 
29), it is perfected in their weakness (2 Cor. xii. 9). Through 
Christ's strength they can do all things (Phil. iv. 13), it is received 
by waiting (Isa. xl. 31), and may be increased (Acts ix. 22). 

JeSUS ChPist OUr Redeemer.—As bondslaves of sin and 
Satan we need a Redeemer. This Jesus became. He obtained 
eternal redemption for us (Heb. ix. 12). He sent it to His people 
(Psa. cxi. 9). Redemption is two fold : by His blood (Eph. i. 7 : 
1 Pet. i. 19), by His power (Titus ii. 14 : Psa. cvi. 10). Believers 
are now redeemed from the curse (Gal. iii. 13), from sin (Titus 
ii. 14), its penalty and power ; to God (Rev. v. 9). There is a 
redemption yet in the future : the redemption of the body (Rom. 
viii. 23), until which we are sealed (Eph. i. 13). 

JeSUS Christ OUr Righteousness.—Personally we are un
righteous (Rom. iii. 10), but Christ is made unto us righteousness 
(1 Cor. i. 30). The Lord our Righteousness (Jer. xxiii. 6). 
Man's best is as filthy rags (Isa. lxiv. 4), yet he clings to it (Rom. 
x. 3 : Job xxvii. 6. The believer stands in Christ (Phil. iii. 9), 
despising his own righteousness : is made in Him the righteosness 
of God (2 Cor. v. 21), accepted in the Beloved, (Eph. i. 6), is 
created in righteousness (Eph. iv. 24), and as a new creature, 
follows after (1 Tim. vi. 11), bears the fruits of (Phil. i. 11) and 
doeth righteousness (1 John ii. 29 : iii. 7). 

JeSUS Christ our Restorer.—In His death, He restored that 
which He took not away (Psa. Ixix. 4). He gave back to God in 
His one sacrifice, all that sin had robbed Him of (Heb. ix. 16). 
He restores the soul (Psa. xxiii. 3), and the backslider (Psa. Ii. 12). 

Jesus Christ the Resurrection-—Through Him all shall rise 
(Acts iv. 2 ; 1 Cor. xv. 21). He raises the dead in sin now (John v. 
25). Soon the dead in Christ shall rise (1 Thess. iv. 16), and finally 
the lost (Rev. xx. 12). 



and Bible Student's Helper. 19 

Notes on Bible Lessons for Sunday Schools. 

THKSK Notes are for the use of Teachers, and are intended to lead to further 
searching of, and meditation on the Word of God. They are in connection with 
the Lessons given in " T h e Sunday School Scheme for 1897," "is yer 100: and in 
"The Children's Almanac and Bible Searching Text Book for 181)7," /,* per 100, 
both published in Kilmarnock. Let each Subject be prayerfully read, and 
thought over, then adapted to the capacities of the scholars. 

Feb. 14th—At Gamaliel's School.—Acts xxii. 3: v. 24-40. 
MEMORY TEXT, 1 Corinthians iii. 19. 

The Schoolboy —The Rabbi's School—The Diligent Student. 

THERE are a few brief glances given in the Sacred narrative of Saul's 
boyhood, and school days, and these, few as they are, help us to 
see what the influences that surrounded him, and doubtless 
fashioned his character, were. A Jewish writer says—" At the age 
of five, every Jewish boy began to study the Law of Moses, and 
learn the Psalms : at six he went to school: at thirteen he became 
a Son of the Commandments." In Jerusalem, there was a noted 
teacher, a Rabbi named Gamaliel, " a doctor of the law, held in 
reputation among all the people" (Acts v. 34). Judging from his 
speech before the council, when the Apostles were on their trial 
before them, he seems to have been more enlightened, more 
tolerant, and reasonable than most of the Pharisees, and reminds 
one of Nicodemus, also a Rabbi (John iii. 1), who came as an 
anxious inquirer to Jesus by night. I t was to this man's school 
that Saul (probably about the age of thirteen) went, and there he 
studied the " l a w " and the " t rad i t ion of the fathers," which in 
manytcases, made the Word of God of "none effect" (Mark vii. 
8, 9, 13). And tradition still has the same effect. I t obscures the 
Gospel, and keeps-many blinded by " the god of this age " (2 Cor. 
iv. 4). What a mercy to be well acquainted in early days with the 
Word of God, the Holy Scriptures which are able to make wise 
unto Salvation (contrast Timothy's early days, his teachers and his 
lesson book, 2 Tim. iii. 14-16 : i. 5). Saul was " taught according to 
the perfect manner of the law of the fathers " (xxii. 3) : he received 
a careful and liberal education, and was no dull scholar as Gal. 
i. 14 shews. He was "zealous toward God," as many still are. 
"They have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge'' 
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(Rom. x. 3) : religious but not regenerated : working for life, 
instead of from i t : seeking to give to God instead of receiving from 
Him (John iii. 16 : Rom. vi. 23). Such was the early training of 
Saul of Tarsus, yet with all his knowledge, ignorant of himself as a 
sinner (1 Tim. i. 15), and of Him of whom " Moses and the 
prophets did write " (John i. 45). 

Feb. 21st—The Y o u n g Pharisee .—Acts xxvi. 1-9 ; Gal. i. 14. 

Zeal—Blindness—Ignorance—Presumption—Hatred. 

MEMORY TEXT, Matthew v. 20. 

IN the days of the Lord's ministrj7, and during the early days of 
Christianity, the Jews were divided into many sects and parties, 
the two most powerful being the Pharisees and Sadducees. The 
Pharisees were the most numerous and zealous, and laboured 
incessantly to increase their numbers (Matth. xxiii. 15). They 
believed in a resurrection, and a future state (Acts xxiii. 8), which 
the Sadducees denied. For most part they were enemies of the Lord 
(John vii. 32 ; xi. 47), ever seeking to entrap Him (Luke vi. 7). 
Their character is fully described by the Lord in Matth. xxiii. 13-31. 
Their long prayers (Matth. vi. 5), greed (Luke xx. 47), haughty 
pretentions (Luke xviii. 11), hypocrisy (Luke xii. 1), and arrogance 
(John vii. 49) were all laid bare,.and denounced by the Lord Jesus 
often. Their broad phylacteries (Matth. xxiii. 5) and minute 
observances of petty laws (Mark vii. 4-8), while neglecting and 
rejecting "judgment and the love of God" (Luke xi. 42), shews that 
their religion was one of outward form, destitude of inward reality, 
as is the case of many still, who profess Christ's Name (2 Tim. iii. 
5). I t was in this religion of the strictest sect (Acts xxvi. 5) that 
Saul was brought up. He was " a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee " 
(Acts xxiii. 6), and when he grewr up he advanced in the Jews' 
religion above his equals in age (Gal. i. 14, R.V.), and was more 
exceedingly zealous of the traditions of his fathers. Whoever 
boasted of his attainments, Saul could say " I more" (Phil. iii. 5). 
Touching the righteousness of the law he was blameless (Phil. iii. 
6), thinking he was doing God service (John xvi. 2) by doing many 
things contrary to the Name of Jesus (Acts xxvi. 9), and persecuting 
His saints. Yet it was all done ignorantly, in unbelief (1 Tim. i. 13). 
Blinded by prejudice and by Satan (2 Cor. iv. 4), he imagined he was 
serving God, and working out a righteousness in which to appear 
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before Him. Wha t a change when the light shone in upon His 
soul, and shewed him that he was the chief of sinners (1 Tim. i. 1.0). 
Then all that he gloried in became as " dung," and he cast it from 
him as worthless, as every self-righteous sinner does when Christ is 
known, received, and trusted as Saviour and Lord (Phil. iii. 8-10). 

Feb. 28th—At S t e p h e n ' s Death.—Acts vii. 54-60; xxii. 20. 

MEMORY TEXT, Psalm cxii. 6. 

The Angelic Face—The Memorable Speech—The Martyr'* Death. 

THE first mention of the name of Saul appears in connection with 
the death of Stephen, the first of Christ's honoured servants who 
gained the martyr 's crown. At this time he is said to be " a young 
man" (verse 58) ; too young to take part in the stoning, which was 
entrusted to the " witnesses " (Deut. xvii. 7), but in order to show 
his full sympathy with the dark deed, he was found "standing by/ ' 
and " kept the raiment of those that slew h im" (Acts xxii. 20). 
The sight of Stephen as he stood before the council, with his face 
shining as an angel (Acts vi. 15), the words of power and wisdom 
that fell from his lips, the mention of " The Just One," his betrayal 
and murder, must have gone like a sword to the heart of the young 
Pharisee. Then the remarkable testimony that followed, when 
Stephen told his accusers tha t he saw " the Son of Man standing on 
the right hand of God," followed by the rush from the judgment hall 
outside the gate, where they stoned Stephen, praying for his 
murderers. Was Saul aroused to think of the world beyond ?. Was 
he convicted in the depths of his soul of the reality of Stephen's 
Christianity, and of the worthlessness of his own religion, and was 
his aftercourse in wild persecution to drown conviction, and silence 
conscience? The Lord's words to him on the day that He met him 
outside Damascus — " I t is hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks"—like the ox kicking the goad—seem to shew that he was 
wildly struggling against tha t which was all the time piercing him 
to the quick. I t is no uncommon thing for those who are deeply 
convicted of sin, to shew open hostility to the truth. The last 
struggles of the rebel sinner, just before his deliverance, are often. 
the fiercest. The Spirit of God convicting: the Word of God 
alarming : the power of Satan grasping more firmly his captive, are 
all signs of the near deliverance of the sinner, and should be hailed 
with thanksgiving by all who watch for souls. 
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March 7th—The Babe in the Bulrushes.—lfixod ii. MO. 
MEMOBY TKXT, John v. 24. 

Condemnation—Death—Ransom—Resurrection —Glory. 
in the birth, condemnation, typical death and resurrection of 
Moses, the Hebrew babe, we have a beautiful Gospel picture, 
shewing how the sinner is saved, drawn out of death, and preserved 
to live for and serve the Lord. By a decree of Pharaoh, the king— 
a type of Satan—"the goodly child" (Heb. xi. 23), "exceeding fair" 
(Acts vii. 20), was under sentence of death, the same as others. 
There was " n o difference" (Rom. iii. 22). The faith of the 
goodly parents: their hiding of the babe, and God's wonderful 
deliverance, may well encourage parents and believers to deal with 
God, and act for God on behalf of their children. He always 
honours faith, even if He try it severely. The waters of the Nile 
were the place of death. The ark of bulrushes, placed in these 
waters, daubed with slime and pitch—fit emblem of Christ's 
atonement—was the way of life. The babe helpless, hopeless, and 
unable to deliver himself was placed in that mystic cradle, while 
Miram kept watch from afar. Thus the Saviour lay in death's 
dark waters (Psa. lxix. 2), and all who put their trust in Him are 
reckoned by God to have passed through death and judgment in 
Him (Rom. vi. 8 : Gal. ii. 20). The word "p i t ch , " with which 
the little ark was lined, is elsewhere rendered " r a n s o m " (Job 
xxxiii. 24 : Exod. xxx. 12). Shewing that it is by that life which 
was given as a ransom for many (Matt. xx. 28), that the sinner is 
saved. When the ark was "d rawn out," the babe was drawn out 
in i t : both were raised together. So Christ was raised up out of 
death's (Psa. xviii. 6) waters, and exalted to be a Prince and 
a Saviour (Acts v. 31), and those who are now in Him, by faith, are 
raised together (Eph. ii. 6). Yes, risen with Christ (Col. iii. 1), to sit 
among princes, and to inherit the throne (1 Sam. ii. 8) of glory. 
Such is the wonderful path of the ransomed soul, from condemnation 
and death, to resurrection, life, liberty, and glory : from his low 
and lost estate by nature, to the high calling of God, in union and 
life with Christ risen from the dead. Moses means " drawn out," 
"and all who are in Christ have been drawn out and severed from 
sin (Matt. i. 21), the world (Gal. i. 4), and the kingdom of dark
ness (Col. i. 13), to like him renounce the world, and lead others in 
the same path. 
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Answers to Correspondents. 
LIZZIE S. LONDON.—Aim at BO speaking to your dans, an to 

secure their attention. We generally iiud that uninterested 
children, and uninteresting touchers are found together. 

E. (I., (CANADA. — Long-winded addresses never interest young 
people. You may get older people to sit an hour from a sense of 
duty, listening to a dry sermon, but youngsters will shew the dis
approval at once, either by restlessness, or occupation with 
something more interesting. Better have a short word from half-a-
dozen at your week-night meeting, for the young, than a kit liny 
sermon such as you describe. 

Hints, Helps, and Words of Cheer. 
CO-OPERATION.—" My class has doubled in numbers, and their 

attention and interest has greatly increased since I adopted the 
plan of getting each of them to do something in the way of 
elucidating the subject. One asks a question, another contributes 
a parallel passage, a third repeats a text and so on. Formerly I 
did all, and they listened, or were supposed to, but generally chatted 
one with another." 

A T I M E OF R E A P I N G . — " F o r several years I have been ploughing 
and sowing, or as I might say plainly, speaking the truth that 
arouses and convicts, and the Gospel that saves. Sometimes I have 
been disheartened at the little apparent fruit of my labour, and 
several times I almost gave it up. I am thankful now that I did 
not, else I should have missed the ' joy of harvest.5 During the 
last fewr weeks I have had the joy of seeing six of my scholars con
verted, and I believe others are near the kingdom. T see now that 
even in the days when I supposed there was i nothing doing,5 God 
was working deep down in their hearts, and the full result is now 
manifest. May none of my dear fellow-workers be discouraged, 
but go on in faith, sowing the seed." 

SOUND H Y M N S . — " Several of the girls in my class have been led 
to peace in Christ, through the singing of some of our good old 
hymns, so full of the Gospel. I see more and more the importance 
<)i having a sound and scriptural hymn book in our schools, and not 
a conglomeration of error and tradition, such as certain popular 
hymn books largely used are." 
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Work and Workers amongst the Young. 
Brief, crisp Reports of sound Gospel Work, Special Services, Sunday School Work, 

and all other efforts on £()dly and Scriptural Lines to spread the good news 
anions: Young Folks always welcome for this page. 

CARDIFF.—Mr. Jordan, of Greenwich, and Mr. F . S. Arnot were 
at Adamsdown in January, and had some fruitful meetings, At 
Grange town a steady work goes on amongst the young folks, there 
are good Sunday Schools and Bible Classes. 

HAWICK.—Several of the Lord's servants have been visiting here 
of late, preaching the Gospel to old and young. 

NEWMILNS.—There is a good school in Dry gate Street Hall here, 
and a number of the young folks profess to be the Lord's. 

CAPE T O W N . — " O u r Sunday School here is very interesting, and 
the young folks who attend give good heed to the Gospel. We 
seek to encourage them, and look to God to work amongst them." 

MOTHERWELL.—" Our numbers in Roman Road Hall keep up, 
and no doubt some young hearts are won for the Saviour. A large 
gathering at the annual Sunday School treat last month." 

GEORGETOWN, D E M E R A R A . — " W e have still much to praise God 
for in His work here in the Sunday School, both among the children 
and in the adult Bible Classes." 

A B E R D E E N . — " During our recent Special Meetings, when Max I. 
Reich was with us, several young folks professed conversion." 

BALLARAT, VICTORIA. — " W e have been cheered by visits of 
the Lord's servants here, and God has blessed the message to old 
and young." 

YOUNG FOLKS' BIBLES.—All Strongly Bound, Neatly Finished, in 
Clear Pearl Type, Pocket Size. Six Bindings—Red Edges, lOd ; 
American Cloth, lOd ; Gilt, I s ; Soft Leather, Is 4 d ; Round 
Corners, Is 6d ; Flaps and Band, 2s 6d. Post Free. 

FOR YOUNG BELIEVERS.—A Handy Companion, to carry in the 
Pocket, is "The Christian Pocket Diary and Daily Text Book," Id ; 
Cloth, 2d ; Roan, 6d ; Morocco, Interleaved, Gilt, Is. Two Dozen 
Copies to any Teacher for Is 6d ; Cloth, 2s 9d—while they last. 

SCHEME OF LESSONS FOR 1897, on Strong Paper, Cut in Four to 
Paste in Bible, 2s per 100. Post Free. 



The Importance of Sunday School Work. 
Notes of an Address to Teachers, by Mr. J. R. Caldwell. 

yfjv̂ VHE presence of so many of the Lord's people here, surely 
&\p indicates a growing interest in this most important 

work. I would mention three reasons why I consider 
it of great importance : First—The Great Need. What is 
there so neglected as many little children ? We know there 
are some Christian parents in whose households there is a 
savour of the presence of the Lord, and where Christian 
living and instruction are known, but there are thousands of 
children who are uncared for and neglected, the vast majority 
of which, unless instructed in the Sunday School, grow up as 
ignorant and vicious as the heathen in Central Africa. Hence 
the great need for such work as is carried on in the Sunday 
School. I do not mean to say that this should supersede 
the work of the parent, or cause Christian parents to be less 
careful in the instruction of their children, but over and 
above all that, what an immense field there is, for godly and 
devoted Sunday School teachers to fill, in going forth and 
seeking out the neglected children to instruct them in the 
truth of God. We must all have observed how education is 
spreading around us on every hand. Sad to say, its general 
tendency is to set the Bible aside, or to relegate it to the 
place of a mere text book. As education advances on such 
lines, the Bible will be ultimately discarded altogether, and 
Christianity brought into ridicule and disrepute. In conse
quence of such a state of things, we surely must all see the 
need for godly and thorough workers taking up in the Name 
of the Lord, the great work of teaching the thousands of 
needy children and young people within our reach the truths 
of the gospel, and the fundamentals of the Word of God. 
To my mind, the need for this is immense, and the field 
almost infinite. The next reason I would urge for the 
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importance of Sunday School work is, that / / is a work 
pleasing to the Lord Jesits. He who said—" Suffer the little 
children to come unto Me," who rebuked the ignorance and 
unbelief of His disciples for seeking to hinder them coming 
unto Him, who took them up in His arms and blessed them, 
still must find joy in contemplating the efforts of His people 
in seeking to bring these little ones to Him now. He looks 
upon these neglected children as practically without parental 
instruction: without a parent's knowledge of God and hence 
unable to train up their children in thewaythattheyshouldgo, so 
that it must be well pleasing to Him to see one and another 
constrained by His love to come forward and stand in the 
breach, to make up the lack, and seek to win these young 
hearts for Him. And again, It gives work to young believers. 
Work in which they can count upon the gracious help of the 
Lord: work that is according to His will, which gives 
them an object to live for, and puts them in the position of 
ambassadors for Christ, in perhaps the only sphere which they 
are fitted to fill. I would commend it heartily as a service 
for young believers. Many who have done great work for 
God, began their service in the Sunday School. 

EXPECTING Too MUCH.—There is often too much 
expected from those who have been converted in very early 
life. They are not likely to have all the wisdom or sobriety 
of their grandsires. This should not be expected of them. 
The grace of God may be seen in the buoyancy of youth, as 
truly as in the sedateness of riper years. Everything is 
beautiful in its season,, and those who watch over the early 
steps of the dear lambs of the Lord's flock, should seek to 
so guide them along the heavenly way, that their growth 
and progress in the Christian life shall be according to their 
years. 
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My Lord's Choice. 
u Thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee " (Jer. i. 7). 
" Certainly I will be with Thee" (Exod. iii. 12). 

HIS work, O Lord, is not the work 
I ask, or sought, or meant, or do ; 

I thought to turn my busy hands 
Where heart and taste would follow too. 

But such sweet task, my heavenly Lord, 
Thou hast removed beyond my hand, 

And set me one so different 
That shrinking and amazed I stand. 

Oh, grant me grace, that I may serve, 
Still cleaving closely to Thy side, 

Refusing not for Thee to toil, 
Because my choice has been denied. 

Grace that my heaven-appointed task 
I may with zeal and joy pursue ; 

Enough that Thou art pleased to bless 
The work my feeble hands can do. 

My daily prayer shall be for grace 
That I may know, and do Thy will ; 

My spirit subject, while I bend 
My new task faithfully to fill. 

Not feeling that I have no choice, 
But willing that my Lord should choose, 

So glad of any work for Him, 
That in His will, my will I lose. 



zS The Sunday School Worker's Maycmne, 

Teachers' Talks on School Management. 
No. 3. Subject—ORDER AND RULK. 

N no sphere of Christian work is there more need for godly 
order and rule than in the Sunday School. I think in 
many cases, the work greatly suffers from lack of this. I 

would invite practical suggestions which may help toward a 
better condition of things, (a) In some Schools there is no 
order, and little if any organization, (b) Is it any wonder that 
in these there is little blessing? (c) To my mind, it is little 
short of irreverence, if the work of God is carried on in such 
a manner. God, is not a God of confusion, (d) We have 
suffered so from rules and regulations that have shut out God, 
that naturally we go to the opposite extreme, (e) In every 
School there ought, to be well-arranged classes. Boys 
separate from girls, (f) And as nearly of an age as possible. 
(g) Eight or ten in a class, are all any teacher of average 
ability can manage well, (h) They should be so arranged 
that he can see the faces of all, and so control them, (i) 
And he ought to have some ability to rule, and not allow 
them to do as they like, (j) Neither laxity, nor severity ; 
but firmness, coupled with love, (k) If trifling begin, better 
stop the lesson and restore order, than go on attempting to 
teach in a disturbed class. (I) In addition to a staff of able 
teachers each seeking to rule and guide his own class, there 
is need for one to have the general oversight of the School 
(mj The superintendent, or overseer, as he is called. (n) 
A great deal depends upon him. If the right man is in the 
right place, and keeps in a right condition of soul, he is a 
great power for good to the School, (o) And let me add, 
he ought to be highly esteemed for his work's sake, his guid
ance owned by all the teachers, and his counsel respected in 
all matters of arrangement. 

i 
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The Bible Students' Class. 
" T h e Bible Students' Glass" consists of several hundreds of believers, chiefly 

young" men and women, and is open to all. There is no membership, but 
a card with your name and address to the Editor, will be welcome. 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH: "RECONCILIATION? 

ECONCILIATION has been accomplished in the Cross of 
Christ. " We were reconciled to God by the death 
of His Son " (Rom. v. 10), when we were enemies-

" Through Christ we have now received the reconciliation" 
(Rom.v. 11, R.v.). It is not merely that Christ has reconciled 
us to God, much less that His death was necessary to 
reconcile God to us, as is popularly but most unscripturally 
believed and taught. This would make God the sinner's 
enemy, whereas he was God's, and God always loved him. 
At the Cross, " God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself" (2 Cor. v. 19), and that work is finished. 
Now the ministry of reconciliation goes forth among men. 
To every sinner under heaven the message is " Be 
reconciled to God" (2 Cor. v. 20). All who receive the 
message are "now reconciled" (Col. i. 21). On those who 
despise it, and continue in rebellion against God, judgment 
will come. They heap up to themselves wrath against the 
day of wrath (Rom. ii. 5). Not only for sins of the life— 
although these will not pass unpunished (Col. iii. 6 ) ; but 
the heaviest part of the sinner's doom will be that he refused 
the grace of God which had brought him salvation (Titus 
ii. 11), and shut his ears to the gospel of reconciliation 
which Christ's ambassadors in beseeching terms sounded in 
his ear. On all who love sin and " obey not the gospel" 
(2 Thes. i. 8) sudden and unexpected judgment will fall; 
and concerning those who have died in sin, it is written, 
" that they are reserved under punishment unto the day of 
judgment" (2 Peter ii. 9, R.V.) 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Home Headings. 

Seven Daity Texts on each Subject will be found in " The Gospel Almanac." 

JeSUS Chr i s t OUP Life.—Man by nature is dead in sin (Eph. 
ii. 1), " alienated from the life of God " (Eph. iv. 18). " Ye have 
no life in you" (John vi. 53). The unbeliever " h a t h not life" 
(1 John v. 12). In eternity he " shall not see l i fe" (John iii. 36), 
yet he will exist in conscious torment (Rev. xxi. 8). In Christ is 
life (John i. 4), He is the eternal life (1 John v. 20). He came to 
give life (Johnx. 10), it is God's free gift through Him (Rom. vi. 23). 
When the sinner believes in Christ he has eternal life (John iii. 15). 

JeSUS Chr i s t Our Light .—The unsaved sinner is in darkness 
(1 John ii. 9), he is darkness (Eph. v. 8) ; he is going to the black
ness of darkness for ever (Jude 13). Christ is the light (John viii. 
12) of the world, the true light (John i. 9). At conversion the 
believer is delivered from the power of darkness (Col. i. 13), into 
marvellous light (1 Pet. ii. 9). In that light he is to walk (1 John 
i. 7), and abide (1 John ii. 10). Full of light (Matth. vi. 22) him
self, he becomes a light to others (Matth. v. 14) ; shining in his life, 
and holding forth the Word of life by his lips (Phil. ii. 16). 

JeSUS Chr i s t Our Lover .—He loves with an everlasting love 
(Jer. xxxi. 2), and will love His own to the end (John xiii. 1). God 
loved the world (John iii. 16), Christ loved the Church (Eph. v. 25). 
The individual believer can say " W h o loved m e " (Gal. ii. 20), He 
loveth us now (Rev. i. 5, R.v.), as He is loved of the Father (John 
xv. 9). Abiding in His love (John xv. 10), we love Him in return 
(1 John iv. 19), and His people (1 John v. 1), and show our love by 
keeping His commandments (John xiv. 15). 

JeSUS Chr i s t Our Leader .—The unconverted sinner needs a 
Saviour : the believer a Leader. He is in the wilderness and needs 
one to control and to guide. He has this in the Lord Jesus. I have 
given Him as a Leader and Commander (Isa. Iv. 4). He goeth before 
His sheep (John x. 4), and leads them on softly (Gen. xxxiii. 14), in 
paths of righteousness (Psa. xxiii. 3), in a plain path (Psa. xxvii. 11). 
His Word is a light to the feet (Psa. cxix. 105), and whoso follows 
Him never walks in darkness (John viii. 12). Those who are saved, 
become followers (imitators) of the Lord (1 Thess. i. 6). 
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Notes on Bible Ixessons for Sunday Schools. 

THESE Notes are for the use of Teachers, and are intended to lead to further 
searching of, and meditation on the Word of God. They are in connection with 
the Lessons ir iven in " T h e Sunday School Scheme for 1897," %x p&v 100: and in 
"The Children's Almanac and Bible Searching Text Book for 1897," /„s* per 100, 
both published in Kilmarnock. Let each Subject be prayerfully read, and 
thought over, then adapted to the capacities of the scholars. 

March 14th—The First-Born Son Redeemed.- Exod. xii. 1-16. 
MEMORY TEXT, Ephesians i. 7. 

THE " old, old story " of Redemption by the Blood of the Lamb, is 
here told out in tyipe and shadow. The Person and work of Christ 
are foreshadowed in the lamb. The sinner ; fallen, lost, condemned 
yet loved, provided for, redeemed and set free, is pourtrayecl in the 
first-born, Israel's joy and pride. In God's estimation he was un
clean : and required redemption even as an ass (xiii. ]3) : " there is 
no difference" (Rom. iii. 22). "All as an unclean th ing" (Isa. lxiv. 
6). Redemption or destruction the only alternative. The blood of 
the Lamb now (1 Pet. i. 19) : the wrath of the Lamb soon (Rev. vi. 
16). The lamb ; chosen, without blemish, kept, slain, points on to 
Jesus the Lamb of God (John i. 29). Jesus died. The blood has been 
shed. Atonement has been made. There is " n o more sacrifice57 

(Heb. x. 26). " I t is finished " (John xix. 30). Nothing to add : no 
work, no tear, no prayer, God is satisfied. But the blood had to 
be sprinkled on the door, " Lintel " above for a covering—a shelter. 
"Side-posts"—a blood-stained entrance, through which the sinner 
enters and is saved (John x. 9). Bunch of hj^ssop—emblem of faith: 
" faith in His blood " (Rom. iii. 25). Faith appropriates : individual 
acceptance of Christ Security—the blood. Certainty—the Word. 
" When I see the blood, I will pass over you." "Passed over," 
freed from judgment (John v. 24). No condemnation (Rom. viii. ]). 
Then " s e t - a p a r t " (xiii. 1) to Jehovah, for Him and His service ; 
not saved to do as we like, but saved to " serve the living and true 
God" (1 Thess. i. 9). On all who were not sheltered by blood, the 
judgment fell : at an hour when they least expected it—the mid
night hour (v. 29). So shall it be with the Christ-rejector : his 
judgment will come in an hour when he thinks not (1 Thess. v. 2.) 
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March 2lst—The Blaspheming1 Boy.—Lev. xxiv. 10-23. 

MEMORY TEXT—Proverbs xi. 21. 

Sin and Judgment—Law and Grace—Sorer Punishment. 

THE sinful conduct, and sad end of this youth, teaches solemn 
lessons. He was the son of an Israelite mother. No doubt he 
knew the law of Jehovah : he must have seen His judgment and His 
wrath. " His father was an Egyptian." Did he learn his evil ways 
from him ? Unequal yokes have always such results (see Neh. xii . 
23-24). Under grace, in days of Gospel light and love, we read of 
Timothy (whose father was a Greek) (Acts xvi. 1-3) being saved to 
serve the Lord, and mention is made of his godly mother's faith 
(2Tim. i. 5). This young man was one of the " mixed multitude" 
(Exod. xii. 38) which accompanied the children of Israel out of Egypt, 
and into the wilderness. He was among the people of God, related 
to them by nature's ties, but not one of them. In Israel, but not 
of Israel: just as now there are many—especially the offspring of 
believers —who are reckoned among the numbers of nominal 
Christians, but who have not been redeemed or regenerated. Sooner 
or later these must come out in their true colours. He " strove 
with a man of Israel " in the camp. This is characteristic of a child 
of the devil : one who has crept in unawares is a maker of strife. 
He "blasphemed the Name of Jehovah." This was a sin so 
unexpected, so heinous, that there was no legislation for it. He 
was put in ward. Without the plain commandment of the Lord 
Moses would not act. The answer came: it was death. "The 
wages of sin is death :" no mercy. " He that despised Moses' law 
died without mercy " (Heb. x. 28.) Grace now reigns. " Where 
sin abounded grace did much more abound." He who was a 
"blasphemer," and who confesses himself " t h e chief of sinners" 
(1 Tim. i. 14-15) was saved, and became the apostle of the Gentiles. 
The soul-damning sin is unbelief (John iii. 18). The rejection of 
Christ will bring severer punishment than the breach of Moses5 law 
{Heb. x. 29) Let the gospel rejector beware. Bethsaida's doom 
was worse than Tyre's: Capernaum's sin and judgment greater than 
Sodom's (Matthew xi. 21-23). And if those escaped not who refused 
to hear the Lord speak on earth, how shall they escape who now 
refuse to hear Him speak (Heb. xii. 25) from heaven. 
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March 28th—Samuel, t h e Temple Child.—1 Sam. ii. I M S ;iii. 1. 

JM EMORY TEXT—Psalm cxix. 130. 

Asked—Lent—Called—Converted—Consecrated. 

SAMUEL was the child of prayer (Chap. i. 27), his name means, 
"Asked of God" (Chap. i. 20), and the special tiling recorded of 
him by the Spirit of God is that he was a man who called upon the 
Name of the Lord (Psalm xcix 6). A man of prayer (see also vii. 9; 
xii. 18). According to her vow Samuel's godly mother took him 
and presented him to the Lord in the tabernacle in Shiloh. He was 
" len t to the Lo rd" (Chap. i. 28). He abode with Eli, the aged 
priest, serving in the tabernacle, yet not knowing the Lord (iii. 7). 
It is possible still to serve, to do religious work without knowing 
God or His Christ, whom to know is life eternal (John xvii. 3). Yet 
the dear child, although not personally acquainted with God, had as 
much of God's fear before his eyes, as to keep him from being 
corrupted by the evil ways of Hophni and Phinehas, Eli's ungodly 
sons, who misused Jehovah's sacrifice, a type of Christ, and, made 
themselves vile (ii. 1 3 ; iii. 13)—a picture of many, yea, of the 
children of Christian parents who are now dispising Christ's atoning 
sacrifice, and fulfilling the lusts of the flesh, unsaved. Yet, with 
all this Samuel did not yet know the Lord ; he had not yet heard 
His voice. This is a matter that needs to be very fully and squarely 
pressed home at the consciences of children of Christian parents. 
They know the gospel in theory, but there must be acquaintance 
with God (Job xxii. 21), hearing the voice of Christ (John v. 25), 
and personal acceptance of Him as Saviour (John i. 12) ere there 
can be any real Christianity. Samuel's call came, at an unexpected 
time. He was asleep, when the voice of Jehovah called him, and he 
at once responded to the call. Thus, conversion is accomplished. 
The Lord calls by the gospel (Rom. i. 7), and the soul receives the 
Word (1 Thes. ii. 13), and it works effectually. Converted, called 
and commissioned of the Lord, Samuel served from youth to old 
age, honouring the Lord, and honoured by Him. What a blessed 
thing to be saved in the days of youth, to give the bloom of life to 
God. A young heart won : a young life saved for Christ is a 
great trophy of grace—greater than the rescue of a wreck after 
years of open sin. 
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April 3th—The Fiery Persecution.— Acts viii. i-3;xxvi. 1-11. 

MEMORY TEXT.—1 Timothy i. 15. 

Sincere yet Mistaken—An Awful List—Forgiven yet Remembered. 

SOON after the martyrdom of Stephen, a general persecution broke 
out against the disciples of the Lord. The chief leader in this 
effort of Satan to extinguish Christianity was Saul. He was not a 
mere hired tool in the hands of the priests, as Judas Iscariot had 
been : he threw himself into the awful work, sincerely believing he 
was " doing God service " (John xvi. 2) in uprooting what seemed 
to him to be in opposition to the religion of his fathers. All that 
he did, he did with a " good conscience" (Acts xxiii. 1), but in 
ignorance and unbelief (1 Tim. i. 13). How far one may go astray, 
and yet be " sincere :" God's Word, not conscience, must be the 
standard. In order to get a full idea of Saul the persecutor, and 
form a correct idea of his fiery zeal, we must examine the account 
of it given by himself after he was converted. There are nine 
expressions used: 1.—He "made havoc" (viii. 3)—a word used of wild 
beasts devouring their pray, and uprooting the vineyards (Psalm 
lxxix. 14); 2. — "Enters every house55—an inquisitor; 3.—"Haling" 
—dragging : "binding and delivering men and woman 55 (xxii. 4); 4. 
— "Imprisoned them (v. 3); 5.—"Persecuted the Church and wasted 
it "(Gal. i. 13); 6 —"Persecuted unto the death5 ' (xxi i . 4 ) ; 7.— 
"Persecuted them unto strange cities55 (xxvi. 11) ; 8 — " Punished 
them oft55 (xxvi. 11) ; 9.—And darkest trai t of all—He " compelled 
them to blaspheme55 (xxvi. 11), i.e., to renounce their faith and 
deny their Lord. How the memory of all this pierced his heart 
after he was converted, and while it caused him to extol the mercy 
of God in saving " the chief of sinners55 (1 Tim. i. 15), it humbled him 
in the dust and caused him to own himself the least of the apostles 
(1 Cor. xv. 9.) The lessons we may surely learn from this chapter 
of the apostle5s life are:—1. That sincerity and great religious 
zeal, may exist without Christ ; 2. That God's grace and mercy are 
infinite—even to the chief of sinners ; 3. That the sins of youth and 
unconverted days, even after they have been forgiven and forgotten 
by God, gall the memory of the Christian, and cannot be forgotten. 
Happy is it for those who in early days, are brought to Christ and 
saved ! They never know such bitterness, or remorse, or have to 
look back over wasted years, that can never be redeemed. 
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Answers to Correspondents. 
Q. What should be done with a female teacher who keeps company 

with an unconverted young man, and walks openly with him on Lord's 
Day Evenings ? 

A. If this " female " has been "born again5/ at all, she is clearly in 
a bad condition of soul, otherwise she would not have an unconverted 
lover. Those who have shepherd care, ought to seek her deliverance 
and restoration at once, but in the event of this failing, and she 
still persists in " pairing " with a child of the devil, then she ought 
not to have a class in the Sunday School, or any other public 
service for the Lord. The Master's word is, " If any man serve Me, 
let him follow Me.5' Such flagrant disobedience of God's plain 
command not to be unequally yoked with an unbeliever, must break 
communion with God, and consequently unfit for service, such as 
is required of the Sunday School teacher. 

Hints, Helps, and Words of Cheer. 
INFANT CLASS R E A D I N G S . — " M y class consists of twelve little 

boys and girls just beginning to read. I have a sheet put up on the 
wall with short simple Texts of Gospel truth in easy words, which 
they read, then memorize and repeat. After that, we have a short 
Blackboard Talk or Bible Story, which they always listen to most 
attentively.35 

BOOKS TO L E N D . — " Where there is no Library in connection with 
the School, a good plan is, for the teacher who wishes to give his 
scholars something good to read - and thus prevent them from 
reading the fearfully demoralising literature now so widely spread 
abroad, and of so easy access to them, to provide himself with a 
few thoroughly sound and interesting books, which he could lend 
to his scholars, changing them weekly, fortnightly, or monthly, as 
he sees fit. This also gives a nice opportunity for personal 
conversation.55 

LATE C O M E R S . — " We were much annoyed here by some of our 
scholars always coming in late, especially a senior class of boys. 
They seemed to think it a feat to appear after the opening hymn 
and prayer were over, disturbing us greatly. At last New Year, a 
prize was offered to that class for punctuality, and good attendance, 
and from that day till now, they have been in their places at the 
time.55 
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Work and Workers amongst the Young. 
Brief, crisp Reports of sound Gospel Work, Special Services, Sunday School Work, 

and all other efforts on ftodly and Scriptural Lines to spread the good news 
among Young Folks always welcome for this page. 

MOTHERWELL.—A number of young folks have been gathered in 
a house at Logans, a short distance from here, and God has given 
blessing. 

CLEVELAND, O H I O . — " T h e Lord has saved some of the young 
folks in our Sunday School here." Praise be to His Name. 

ELGIN, I I I . — " We go on telling the story of redeeming love, and 
although we cannot speak of many conversions, ive enjoy making 
known the truth in a land where it is little known " 

WOODSIDE, A B E R D E E N . — " We continue to work away among 
the children here. Had a good time at our annual treat. Geo. 
Glennie, Insch; P. Thomson and John M'Gaw from Aberdeen 
addressed the children." 

PATERSON, N E W JERSEY. — 4 ' The little School here is encouraging, 
and we believe the Lord is opening young hearts to receive the truth." 

DUNEDIN, N E W ZEALAND.—" There has been quite a little stir in 
some of our classes here, and several of the young folks saved." 

ORILLIA, O N T . — " God has cheered us by gathering in several 
young ones into the kingdom this winter. May they follow the 
Lord fully, and lead others to Him." 

CHILDREN'S SERVICES.—We have good reports from various 
places of happy week-night services for children. These are a great 
help to Sunday School work, and are used in leading many who 
hear the gospel to acceptance of Christ. Have you ever tried 
them ? 

SCHEME or LESSONS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS FOR 1897, on Stout 
Paper, for cutting up into squares to insert in Bibles. Only a few 
hundreds left. 2s per 100. Book Schemes sold out. 

JUST PUBLISHED.—New Edition of " T h e Sunday School Hymn 
Book," containing 186 select and Scriptural Hymns, suitable for 
children and young folks, all easily sung to well-known Tunes. 
100,000 Copies have been issued. I t is used in Sunday Schools 
throughout Great Britain, Ireland, Canada, United States, Australia, 
and New Zealand, and much appreciated by all who value Scriptural 
Hymns, setting forth the glad tidings of a full and free salvation. 



JStir up the Gift 

IT was the aged apostle, nearing the end of his long course 
of faithful service for his Lord, who wrote to the 
youthful Timothy for his help in the service committed 

to him by the same Master—" Stir up the gift of God which 
is in thee (2 Tim. 1-6). The word rendered " Stir up " has in 
it the thought of kindling up a fire, to make it burn brightly, 
and whatever special message this may have been to 
Timothy, it carries with it a word of earnest exhortation to 
every saint and servant of Christ, especially to such as speak 
God's gospel and His Word to saint or sinner. A dormant 
gift, or the truth of God from callous lips, spoken in an off
hand, or indifferent manner, carries no weight, and kindles 
no spark where it goes— 

'Tis not enough that what you say is true, 
To make men feel it, you must feel it too, 
The t ru th must burn, and that will soon impart 
A living flame to every hearer's heart. 

The Gospel may be spoken with all orthodoxy, without a flaw 
in the doctrine, but that of itself is not enough to convert 
souls. Of course God can, and often does use His own 
Word in spite of the condition of the preacher, but in order 
to be a vessel meet for the Master's use, the message must 
be in the messenger, and the messenger in the message. 
The Gospel of God dwelling in all its warmth and glow 
in the heart, kindled up there in all its freshness by 
constant prayerful meditation and Spirit-given enjoyment, 
will flow from the lips when they are opened, like a living 
stream. This is what gives an effectual ministry, and what 
all who speak for Christ should aim at and seek after. 
May it be ours, beloved fellow-workers, to "stir up" and keep 
alive in a burning flame all that our Lord has entrusted us 
with, to be used for Him in His service here. This is what 
we need for service amongst the young. 



38 The Sunday School Worker's Magazine, 

The Holy Band. 

HE ancient Thebans had in their army a band of men 
which was known by the name of " The Holy Band." 
It consisted of a number of noble warriors from all 

the regiments, who, by their own choice, had entered into a 
solemn covenant, and sworn with an oath, that they would 
live and die together in the service of their king and country. 
They were reckoned of the greatest value, and in times of 
special danger or alarm, they were placed in the forefront of 
the battle. To them the nation looked with confidence as 
their defenders or deliverers. In our day, in the service of 
the Lord Jesus, in the defence of the Gospel, and its spread 
among sinners, there is room for such devotion and whole-
heartedness for Christ. There can be no shutting our eyes 
to the fact, that the greater number of those who profess to 
be the Lord's, are not of this spirit. " All seek their own " 
was true in the Apostle's day; it is true in ours of the many. 
Decision and devotedness to Christ and His service are the 
exception. Downright earnestness for the spread of God's 
truth, for the winning of souls for Christ, seeking no honour 
or glory of men, are not in the ordinary course of the 
current Christianity of our times. Holy and devoted men 
and women are needed, who will give Christ's Name and 
kingdom the first and foremost place, and make it their one 
aim and only ambition to live and be spent for Him. To 
such He commits His business on earth, with such He 
works. With them is the secret of the Lord. And how
ever little the saints may appreciate or recognize them in 
times of calm and peace, they are counted on to stand on 
the ramparts and defend the faith in the hour of threatened 
danger. May it be ours, dear fellow-believer, through 
grace, to be ever and always found amongst such. 

w 
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Seed-Time and Harvest. 

"To him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward" (Prov. xi. 18). 
u Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap " (Gal. vi. 7.) 

*E are sowing, ever sowing, 
Something good, or something ill ; 

In the lives of those around us, 
We are planting what we will. 

Not a word we say falls fruitless, 
Not a deed we do decays; 

Every thought, and word, and action, 
Will be found in future days. 

When perhaps the hand that sowed them, 
Shall itself have ceased to be ; 

Still the record of their being, 
Will live on eternally. 

Grant then, Lord of all the harvest, 
That the seeds we daily sow, 

May refresh the hearts of others ? 
Spreading blessing as they go. 

May each thought, and word, and action, 
Be the growth of Christian love ; 

To be found in coming ages, 
In the garner-house above. 

Treasured there, in Thine Own keeping, 
Just to prove our love was true ; 

For the motive gives the value, 
To the meanest thing we do. 

PATIENT TOIL.—The ministry of God's Gospel is a work 
of patience. It is compared to the patient labour of an ox ; 
not to the swift running of the race-horse. 
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Gleanings from a Teachers' Conference, 
Held at Kilmarnock, March JJt/i, 1897. 

THE HEART FULL.—The best way to gain and keep the 
attention of our classes, is to have the heart full of the 
subject we are to speak of to them. When the heart is 
" bubbling up " (see Psalm xlv. 1, margin) the lips speak 
forth the Word with attractiveness, freshness and power. 

DRINKING AND GIVING.—The Lord's invitation is still 
" Come unto Me and drink" (John vii. 37), and those who 
do will give out to others "rivers of living water.'' We 
often try to communicate what is only stagnant, with no 
freshness in it, and the result is the children do not listen, 
nor are they blessed. 

THE WHOLE WORD.—In former years it was a burning 
question with some, whether anything but the Gospel should 
be spoken to our young folks, until they were converted. I 
believe the whole truth of God should be taught, making 
clear, of course, what is and what is not for unbelievers. 

A GODLY INFLUENCE.—What an influence over our 
young folk has a godly life ! Paul reminded Timothy of his 
aged grandmother's unfeigned faith, as a means of stirring 
him up, and urging him on in the testimony of the Lord. 
The " old wives' fables " were not likely to attract one who 
had such an example before him, no more will the doctrines 
of demons spread abroad on every hand draw our children 
into their snares, if parents and teachers so walk with God 
as to adorn the truth they teach. There is an abiding 
influence in a Christ-like and godly life, which not even the 
power of Satan can render void. It will rise up before our 
children, and remain enshrined in their memories, wielding 
its silent power in years to come, after we are gone. This 
is an all-powerful influence. 
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The Bible Students' Class. 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH: "FAITH." 
VpfAiTH, is belief of God's testimony, as given in His Word: 
T ^ " T h e Faith," is God's Revelation. His written 

Word, that which He has made known to man. 
God has spoken : His testimony is preserved in [the Bible. 
Men are called upon to believe God. "Faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God" (Rom. x. 17); 
" He that hath received His testimony, hath set to his seal 
that God is true " (John iii. 33). "Abraham believed God " 
(Rom. iv. 3). There was no sign, no evidence, but God's 
uttered Word received. This is God's way of salvation. 
The gospel is a statement offacts (1 Cor. xv. 3-4) to be 
received by faith : a Divine proclamation (Acts xiii. 38) to 
be believed : a call from God to be obeyed (1 Pet. iv. 17). 
The whole of the blessings brought by the gospel to sinners 
are received by faith. Justification (Rom. v. 1), righteous
ness (Phil. iii. 9), sanctification (Acts xxvi. 18), life (Rom. i. 
17), salvation (Eph. ii. 8). This faith is capable of growth 
(2 Thes. i. 3); it may be increased (Luke xvii. 5), or it may fail 
(Luke xxii. 32). To know God is to trust Him. " They 
that know Thy Name will put their trust in Thee (Psa. ix. 
10). This is the principle upon which the life of the 
Christian is to be ordered. We walk by fait% not by sight 
(2 Cor. v. 7). Faith receives what is often opposed to sight 
and reason : it looks not at the seen but at the unseen 
(2 Cor. iv. 18), it is the conviction of things not seen as yet 
(Heb. xi. 1). For its varieties and victories see the long list 
of names and deeds in Heb. xi., where faith's heroes are 
preserved in the annals of God's Kingdom in imperishable 
lustre. "Whose faith follow "—"Looking off unto Jesus, the 
Author and Finisher of faith (Heb. xii. 2.) 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects-
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Home Headings. 

Seven Dailjr Texts on each Subject will be found in "The Gospel Almanac." 

JesUS Chr i s t OUP Ransom.—The word " r a n s o m " in Old 
Testament Scriptures means " a covering" (Exod. xxx. 12). In 
the New Testament it means " a corresponding price " (1 Timothy 
ii. 6). The Lord Jesus gave Himself a ransom for all. He came to 
give His life a ransom for many (Matt. xx. 28). This does not imply 
that all will be saved, but it shews that the death of Christ was for 
all, and that God has by that death had all His claims met. No 
other ransom can be given (Psa. xlix. 8). 

JeSUS C h r i s t Our Roek.—That Rock was Christ (1 Cor. x. 4). 
He only is my Rock (Psa. lxii. 2). To some, a Rock of offence 
(1 Pet. ii. 8) : to others, the Rock of Salvation (Psa. lxxxix. 26). 
On Him the Church is being built (Matt. xvi. 18), to Him the 
living stones are brought (1 Pet. ii. 5). All who trust Him are in 
the cleft of the Rock (Song ii. 14) : they rest beneath His shadow 
(Isa. xxxii. 2) : they stand firm and secure upon Him (Psa. xl. 2). 
He is the Rock of their strength (Psa. lxii. 7), and the Source of 
their refreshment (Isa. xlviii. 21 with 1 Cor. x. 3 : John vii. 36-38). 

JeSUS C h r i s t Our Refuge.—The cities of refuge of Old 
Testament time, six on either side of Jordan (See Josh, xx.), were 
appointed for the manslayer to flee to : they were his only place of 
safety. Once inside, he no longer feared the avengers. Christ is 
the sinner's Refuge, In Him alone is Salvation (Acts iv. 12), for 
any man (John x. 9), and none are cast out (John vi. 37). All who 
come, are welcomed, rested (Matt. xi. 28), any believer can say— 
" My Refuge, my Savour, Thou savest me " (2 Sam. xxii. 3). There 
are many refuges of lies (Isa. xxviii. 15), all of which will be swept 
away, but the Eternal God will be the Refuge of His people 
(Deut. xxxiii. 27). 

JeSUS C h r i s t o u r Res t—There is no rest to the wicked (Isa. 
lvii. 20). The worker for Salvation says—" We labour and have 
no rest (Lam. v. 5). In Christ alone is rest. He laboured, and 
finished the work. We who have believed do enter into rest (Heb. 
iv. 3). The saint's rest (Matt. xi. 29) : the servant's rest (Mark vi. 
31): the Paradise of rest (Rev. xiv. 13) : the Eternal rest (Heb. iv. 9). 
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Notes on Bible Lessons for Sunday Schools. 

THESE Notes are for the use of Teachers, and are intended to lead to further 
searching1 of, and meditation on the Word of God. They are in connection with 
the Lessons given in " T h e Sundaj' School Scheme for 1897," 2s ver 100: and in 
"The Children's Almanac and Bible Searching- Text Book for 1897/' 1,8 per 100, 
both published in Kilmarnock. Let each Subject be prayerfully read, and 
thought over, then adapted to the capacities of the scholars. 

April nth—The Journey to Damascus.—Acts ix. 1-8: xxii. 6. 
MEMORY TEXT, Titus iii. 3. 

Mad against Christ—Kicking against the Goads—Arrested. 

SAUL'S efforts as a persecutor had scattered the saints from 
Jerusalem (Acts viii. 1-3), but they failed to silence their testimony. 
Where the disciples of the Lord were found, there they spread 
their Master's Name, with the result, that sinners were converted, 
and new lights kindled everywhere, even as far as Damascus, the 
Syrian capital. Tidings of this reaching Saul, his indignation was 
aroused to the highest pitch. He was " exceedingly mad against 
them " (Acts xxvi. 11), " breathing out threats and slaughter against 
the disciples of the L o r d " (Chap. ix. 1). Determined to extirpate 
them he went to the High Priest, and got his authority to set up 
his court of inquisition, and bring in chains from Damascus to 
Jerusalem whoever be found thereof " t h i s Way." Then as leader 
of the escort, he started his journey on foot or on horseback, full of 
zeal for the religion of his fathers, still regarding himself as a 
defender of the ancient faith, and doing God's service (John xvi. 2), 
in uprooting what was in opposition to it. The journey from 
Jesusalem to Damascus is over a hundred and sixty miles, and must 
take at least a week. This gave time for thought. Events of the 
past, forgotten in the bustle ; convictions stifled in the crowd; 
remembrances of tha t remarkable scene in the Council chamber, 
of Stephen's shining face, his remarkable speech, his last words 
and peaceful martyr death, must have come up again and again in 
Saul's thoughts, as he journeyed by day, or rested by night. The 
words—"I t is hard for thee to kick against the goads" (See 
Newberry, v. 5) seem to shew, that silent conviction was fixing 
itself in his mind, and he unwilling to yield, was " kicking" against 
it, as the refractory ox against the sharp pointed pole or goad, by 
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which it is driven. Sinners often find it hard to resist the power of 
God's truth, as the Word is living and active (See Heb. iv. 12., R.V.) 
At last Damascus was in view, and eager to reach it, Saul journeyed 
at noonday, when most travellers rest. The fierce Syrian sun 
glowed overhead ; the minarets of the oldest city of the world lay in 
front, and the cavalcade journeyed on in eager haste, when suddenly 
" there shone from heaven, a great light35 (xxii. 6) "above the bright
ness of the sun " (xxvi. 13) shone round about them, and the whole 
company fell to the ground (v. 14). Was it a judgment from God ? 
Nay, it was the Risen Christ in glory going forth in the mightiest 
act of His grace, to save " the chief of s inners" (1 Tim. 1-15), to 
" apprehend " (See Phil. iii. 12) for Himself one who was to be His 
apostle and follower, and a pattern of His longsuffering to sinners 
(1 Tim. i. 16) in all ages. To the rest it was only a sound (ix. 7), 
which they did not understand (xxii. 9). Yet it made them 
" speechless "—a prelude of what His appearing in glory will be to 
the world. 

April 18th.—Saul's Conviction and Conversion.—Acts ix. 7-18. 
MEMORY TEXT, 1 Timothy i. 15. 

The Sight—The Vision—The Voice—The Result. 

T H E account of Saul's conversion is twice told by himself (chap. 
xxii. 6-10 ; xxvi. 12-19) and once by Luke (chap. ix. 1-9). The full 
story is found by a combination of the three. " A light from 
heaven " (verse 4)—" the light of the Gospel of the glory of Chr i s t " 
(2 Cor. iv, 4) still shines into every truly converted soul. " T h e 
glory of that l ight" showed Saul what he was, and caused him to 
esteem as " r e fuse" his boasted righteousness (Phil. iii. 8, R.v.) 
The Lord Himself appeared. Some had heard Stephen say, " I see 
the heavens opened and the Son of God standing " (vii. 56). Now 
his own eyes gaze upon Him. He claims this for himself, as truly 
as the other apostles. " L a s t of all he was seen of m e " (1 Cor. 
xv. 8). " Have not I seen Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Cor. ix. 1). 
" Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me ?"—these remarkable words 
show how closely linked are the Head and the members. To touch His 
saints, is to touch the apple of His eye (Zech. ii. 8). To persecute 
them, is to persecute Him. Saul asked, Who art thou, Lord ? and 
received the answer, " I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou 
persecutest" (verse 5, with xxii. 8). Jesus—the lowly name—the 
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Saviour ; Jesus of Nazareth, once written on His Cross in scorn, 
now owned by Him in brightest glory. What a word to Saul ! 
The one whom he had been taught to own as an imposter, whom he 
had taught others to blaspheme ! On the throne of God. That 
sight, tha t word, convinced Saul in a moment that all his former 
life had been a mistake : his whole course lay a wreck at his feet. 
Christ had apprehended him, and revealed Himself in him (Gal. i. 
16). What a conversion ! The results were to be seen and heard 
throughout the world, and for ages yet to come. Meanwhile, he 
who was to have entered Damuscus in all the pomp of an inquisitor-
general, had to be led by the hand, to the house of Judas. 

Apr. 25th—Saul's Confession and Persecution.— Acts ix. 20-25. 
MEMORY TEXT—PHILIPPIANS i. 29. 

Conversion, Confession, Communion, Persecution. 

T H E little flock of the Lord's disciples at Damascus had evidently 
heard of the coming of the wolf to scatter and devour them. This 
seems clear from the words of Ananias, one of their number when 
the Lord appeared to him in a vision (ix. 10). What a joyful sur
prise—maybe an answer to their prayers—to hear that the fiery 
persecutor had become " a chosen vessel," destined to bear the 
name they loved to others, to share the honour of being a fellow-
sufferer with them for that same worthy name. Surely, there were 
many songs of praise went from Damascus to Heaven that night 
when they heard from Ananias, that Saul was no longer their enemy 
but their " brother." The words of Ananias confirmed in Saul's 
soul what he had already heard and seen, and immediately his eyes 
were opened, to look upon the face of him who had called him 
" brother "—and he arose and at once confessed his faith by being 
baptized as a disciple of the Lord Jesus. This was the beginning of 
tha t long course of obedience and devotion which we shall yet hope 
to trace. And the next step was, he at once took his place among 
the Saints of God whom he had gone to persecute, and preached 
boldly in the Synagogue. What a consternation such a conversion 
makes ! A thorough out and out conversion ! First, they were 
" amazed," next " confounded,55 and at last they could neither ignore 
or deny it, so they " took counsel to kill him.55 These steps on the 
heavenly road are still plain and clear, Conviction of Sin : Conver
sion to God : Confession of Chr is t : Communion with Saints ! 
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May 2nd—A Y o u n g Prophet—1 Kings xiii. 1-32. 
MEMORY T E X T — J O H N xii. 26. 

Faithfulness—Obedience—A Snare Set—A Soul Caught. 
T H E story of the young Prophet, the man of God from Judah has 
its solemn warning for all, and its special lessons for those who have 
learned the ways cf God from His Word in their early days, and 
whom Satan is ever seeking to lead into bye-paths of his own pro
viding, and to get them to hold with a slack hand, and finally give 
up altogether what God has said. " A man of God "—a grand title, 
not a man of the world, or a man trying to please everybody, given 
also to Timothy (see 1 Tim. vi. 11), another young worker. 
" F r o m Judah," where God's name, (Psa. lxxvi. 1), temple and 
worship were. " Unto Bethel"—the place of Jeroboam's idolatry, 
(see 1 Kings xii. 29^. A counterfeit of the true : once God's House 
(see Gen. xxviii. 17), now 44 the King's chapel" (Amos vii. 13). He 
" cried against the altar in the Word of the Lord "—spoke God's 
message, faithfully, fearlessly, and God honoured it, and delivered 
him from the King's anger. The King was smitten in judgment: 
the altar rent. For the sinner there was deliverance and healing : 
none for sin. " Come hence with me "—fellowship with the ungodly. 
441 will give thee a reward "—a snare. " I will not go with thee" 
—a definite answer. " I t was charged me by the Word of God"— 
obedience, always the path of safety. Thus far the young prophet 
went on well and overcame. But a test of a different kind awaited 
him. " An old prophet in Bethel,"—a faithless man, living in the 
place where evil was practised, yet saying nothing against it : a 
backslider, or empty professor, always a power for evil. " Went 
after the man of God,"—active enough to waylay, although no good 
for anything else. " I am a prophet, as thou a r t "—the false apeing 
the true : empty professors, always make great pretentions. " An 
angel spake unto me by the Word of Lord." God never contra
dicts Himself. That should have been enough to shew what he was. 
God had said—44 Eat no bread, nor turn again" (v. 9). How could 
He say the opposite. 44 Though w7e, or an angel from Heaven preach 
any other gospel, let him be accursed " (Gal. i. 8). " He went back " 
(v. 9), was soon undeceived, and by the very lips that led him astray, 
heard his disobedience and his doom (v. 20). Lesson—Never 
swerve from what God has commanded and spoken. Beware of 
these who speak smooth words, but who are in and of the world. 
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Questions and Answers. 
Q. Should one have a Class in the Sunday School who is scarcely 

able to read the Bible ? 
A. No doubt God can use a very illiterate believer to carry the 

Gospel to others, but now-a-days when almost all our children are 
able to read well at a very early age, and to criticise the blunders 
of those who are not, we do not see that such ought to offer them
selves as Sunday School teachers. If they have hearts for the 
work, let them use their spare hours in gaining ability to read, so 
that they may be able to communicate the truth they love to 
others. Happily, there are many evening classes now within reach. 

Correspondence. 
DAYS OF R E A P I N G . — " This has been the best year we ever had 

in Sunday School work. We had sowed prayerfully for long, seeing 
now and then a soul won for Christ, but during the past twelve 
months, we have had a continual reaping. What a band of happy 
young converts now ! Come and see them. The sight will do you 
good.55 

T H E EFFECTS OF E V I L DOCTRINE. —" Two boys in my class went 
to hear a Christadelphian lecture some time ago, and I find the 
doctrines they heard that night, have made them scoffers at the 
Gospel, which formerly they listened to with respect and attention. 
Surely we ought to warn all our young folks against going to hear 
such evil doctrine.55 

[Yes ; and see that we keep clear of persons who teach it, or who 
fraternize with those who do. Some who run here, there, and 
everywhere, listening to pet preachers, in all sorts of company, will 
have much to account for in leading young ones into the snare by 
their example. Parents should also keep a watch what they 
r ead .—ED.] 

YOUNG T E A C H E R S . — " I have a very enjoyable service just now, 
which I think the Lord has given me. In our school there are six 
or eight young teachers, very hearty, but who have not had much 
opportunity for studying the Word. They come to my house one 
night a week, and we read and meditate on the Scriptures together, 
with a view of helping them to a better understanding of the great 
fundamental truths of the Gospel." 
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Work and Workers amongst the Young. 
Brief, crisp Reports of sound Gospel Work, Special Services, Sunday School Work, 

and all other efforts on £Odly and Scriptural Lines to spread the good news 
anions Young* Folks always welcome for this page. 

The Half-Yearly Conference of Teachers held at Kilmarnock on 
March 13th was large and very helpful. Searching words, and 
cheering reports of work were given, arid many workers asked 
prayer for conversions in their classes. 

AYR.—A number of young folk have recently professed conversion 
here. A few baptized and gathered in the Name. 

TROON.—"Our school is large in numbers, and we greatly desire 
to see conversions." 

H A W I C K . — " We have a young Believer's Class here, and enjoy the 
weekly subjects given in the Magazine." 

N E W CUMNOCK.—During special meetings held here last month 
several young folks were converted. 

DUBLIN.—Mr. J . W. Jordan of London, whose name is well 
known in connection with Gospel labours amongst the young, had 
some interesting meetings in Grosvenor Hall, Rathgar. 

REDDITCH.—"Some of our scholars here seem interested in 
eternal things. Ask God to raise tip teachers." 

KILMARNOCK.—The recently-opened school in East Shaw Street 
continues to increase in numbers and interest. 

WYNBERY, SOUTH AFRICA.—There is a little school here, con
ducted by Mr. J . Van der Rijst and his daughter, Mrs Fish, with 
some thirty children. They will be glad to have a remembrance in 
the prayers of fellow-workers in the Lord, for His blessing. 

PARKHEAD, GLASGOW.—" There are about 140 children in our 
school here, with 13 teachers. Some tokens of God's blessing.55 

DUKE STREET, KILMARNOCK.—" Over a dozen of the young folks 
here have confessed Christ during the past twelve months. Six of 
these have been buried with Christ in baptism.55 

ILLUSTRATED MESSAGES OF MERCY.—A series of Large Pictorial 
Leaflets for the young. Very suitable for distribution at Children's 
Services. 6d per 100, assorted ; 4s 6d per 1000. 

Any Teacher who does not get our two Sunday School Monthly 
Magazines—" The Young Watchman" and " O u r Little Ones' 
Treasury,55 should write for a specimen, which will be sent 
immediatelyy post free. 



Revival and Declension. 

T has been observed that every period of revival and 
ingathering of souls to Christ, has been followed by a 
time of inactivity and barenness. The greater move

ments, in which whole towns and districts have been the 
scenes of God's wonderful workings, and the smaller, yet 
none the less real manifestations of God's saving grace as 
seen in many of our Sunday Schools and Children's Meetings 
from time to time. The question often arises—Why should 
these things be ? Is there any reason why the blessing 
should not be continuous, and the ingathering of souls to 
Christ go on without a break from week to week, and year to 
year ? We know of no reason why they should not. The 
drying up of the stream of blessing cannot be attributed to 
God : the lack of conversions as fruit of the Gospel, cannot 
be blamed upon the message. God is always ready to bless : 
the Gospel is ever God's instrument to work conversion. 
The fault must lie with us. 

Those blessed seasons of revival and ingathering have 
generally, or always, been the result of deep heart-searching, 
earnest prayer, and faith laying hold on God. Some individ
ual saint, or it may be some community of God's people, 
feeling the sin and shame of their barrenness, have gone to 
God, and poured out to Him the burden of their hearts. On 
them the dew of revival has fallen. Fresh spiritual energy, 
zeal, and earnestness, taking possession of them, they go out 
with the words of life, which now flow forth from their lips 
as rivers of living water, which others drink and live. So 
long as faith in God, and spiritual energy continue, so does 
the flow of blessing : when these fag, it subsides, and as time 
goes on, idolence and sloth again take possession, and the 
spirit of complacency again prevails. The memories of the 
past are all that remain, and on them the degenerate spirit, 
feeds, until God in mercy—sometimes in judgment—arouses 

i 
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and recovers His people from their backslidden condition. 
All the while they may be perfectly orthodox in doctrine, and 
scriptural in practice, but faith in God and spiritual freshness 
both alacking. If we apply this to our labour in the Sunday 
School, we shall find out where about we are. It is a 
notorious fact that in scores of schools, where the teachers 
are all converted, and the truth of the Gospel clearly taught, 
there are few conversions. Some of the teachers have never 
seen a soul saved in their classes. This cannot be of God. 
This is not what the Sunday School exists for surely ! It is 
high time to call a halt, and take stock of our spiritual con
dition, where such a state of things exists. The cause of all 
this barrenness is in the teachers, and in them the revival 
must begin. The channels through which the living water 
ought to be flowing are choked up—is it by pride, or 
worldliness, or self-esteem, or indolence ?—and until the 
obstructions are removed, the blessing cannot come. Let 
each saint and servant of God search and examine his own 
condition before God, and deal honestly and unsparingly 
with whatever he finds has been robing him of spiritual 
power, and drying up his vigour and energy in the service of 
the Lord. No doubt when God's own people are in a right 
condition, they will not have long to wait for the manifesta
tion of the power of God in the salvation of those among 
whom they labour, and in whose spiritual condition they are 
specially interested. 

Watching Teacher.—A lad who was telling the 
story of his conversion the other evening said—" I used to 
watch my teacher, who worked in the same mill, to see if I 
could find him doing anything inconsistent with what he 
taught us on Sunday. But I never saw anything but con
sistency. That convinced me what he said was real." 
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The Battle of the IxorcL 
" Fight the good fight of faith55 (1 Tim. vi. 12). 

" Endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ5 ' (2 Tim. ii. 3) 

E not weary for the warfare, 
Hard and fierce, 'twill soon be o'er ; 

And the rest will be unchanging, 
On the green unfading shore. 

Fear no foemen, be their number 
Like the locusts in their flight ; 

He who leads thee is the Captain, 
Who has never lost a fight. 

Name His Name, and speed thee onward : 
'Tis a'spell of strength that Name ; 

'Tis a battle-cry resistless, 
Striking foes with dread and shame. 

Be not selfish, earth's great sickness 
Needeth self-dying men 

To go forth among the dying, 
And to soothe their beds of pain. 

Doff the purple, don the armour, 
Take the helmet and the shield : 

Drop the garland, seize the weapon, 
Make thee haste to take the field. 

When the warfare rages fiercest, 
Then His hosts our Captain cheers ; 

When the darkness is the darkest, 
Then " The Morning Star " appears. 
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Workers in Conference. 
Subject—SUMMER WORK AMONGST THE YOUNG. 

YffYUR present gathering will be the last for this season, 
jy>Jl and many of us will be seeking to do something 

during the summer months to spread the Gospel in 
" regions beyond." I think we—especially those who are 
Sunday School Workers—should make it our aim to reach 
the children. There are many who never hear the Gospel 
in its simplicity and plainness. Let us have some hints and 
suggestions how to get at them, (a) I always carry a 
packet of Illustrated tracts or booklets for young people in 
my pocket, and when travelling by road or rail, I give them 
to the children I meet. This gives many opportunities for 
personal conversation, (b) I always have a Sunday Evening 
meeting on the sea-beach for children when I am on 
my summer holiday, and find it a splendid opportunity of 
preaching Christ, not only to them, but to their parents who 
stand listening also, (c) In several Colliery villages last 
summer, we gathered the children on the Green and had 
grand times with them. Two of us went through the houses 
distributing leaflets and inviting them, an hour before the 
time, (d) A school-house can often be had, and a good Bible 
Picture is a great attraction for country children, (e) I get 
a farm kitchen, and invite old and young together to hear 
the Gospel, (f) Do not forget the sick and suffering 
children who fill our Hospitals and Homes. A posy of 
flowers, gathered in the country, or culled from the garden, 
with a Gospel Text tied round it, has been a means of great 
blessing to many, and opens a door for conversation to 
others, (g) There are whole villages and parishes, sunk in 
dark ritualism. Let us go to them and preach Christ. As 
a rule the children gather round, and that is a great matter. 
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The Bible Students' Class. 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH: "RIGHTEOUSNESS." 
AN in his natural state is without righteousness. He 

has failed to give to God His due. " There is none 
righteous, no not o n e " (Rom. iii. 10). If any 

think that his religion or good works will count as righteous
ness before God, the answer is, " Except you righteousness 
shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven " 
(Matth. v. 20). Man has failed to give God His due, and 
proved that his " righteousnesses " are but as " filthy rags " 
(Isa. lxiv. 6). The period of his probation has now closed : 
his guilt has been proved, and all human righteousness is 
now impossible. Where then is righteousness to come 
from ? The gospel of God is the answer : "Therein is the 
righteousness of God revealed " (Rom. i. 17). Righteousness 
—not in the principle of man being what he ought, or by keep
ing God's law, but on the ground of Christ's death, "whom 
God hath set forth as a propitiation to declare His righteous
ness " (Rom. iii. 25). It is not that Christ kept the law instead 
of us, but that He bore our sins. Yes, that He " was made 
sin for us," in order that all who believe might be " made 
the righteousness of God" in Him (2 Cor. v. 21). Now 
grace reigns through righteousness (Rom. v. 21). God is 
just, yet the justifier of the believer (Rom. iii. 26). He 
" believeth unto righteousness" (Rom, x. 10). Christ risen 
is his righteousness (1 Cor. i. 30). Judicially, he stands 
before God " justified" (Rom. v. 8), As to practical right
eousness. The grace that saves teaches him to live 
righteously (Titus li. 12). He yields his members instru
ments of righteousness (Rom. vi. 13) He cultivates the 
fruits of righteousness (Phil. i. 11), and suffers for it. 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Home Readings. 

Seven Daily Texts on each Subject will be found in " The Gospel Almanac." 

JesUS Christ OUP Healer.—The sinner is described by God as 
full of wounds and bruises (Isa. i. 6) : like the man on the Jericho 
road, he is left wounded, helpless, and friendless: "without 
strength" (Rom. v. 4.) The Lord Jesus is the Great Healer. He 
came to heal the broken-hearted (Luke iv. 18) ; " Who healeth all 
my diseases" (Psa. ciii. 3.) Like the woman in the crowd who 
touched the hem of His garment and knew immediately she was 
healed (Mark v. 29), so the believer can say " Thou has healed 
me " (Psa. xxx. 2.) " B y His stripes ye were healed " (1 Pet. ii. 29.) 

JesUS Christ Our Helper.—He is the sinners Saviour, not a 
helper in His salvation. " He only is my salvation " (Psa. lxii. 2.) 
But to the saved ones the Lord is an Helper ; " The Lord is my 
Helper" (Heb xiii. 6 ) His faithful promise is, " I will help thee, 
yea, I will uphold t h e e " (Isa. xli. 10.) He gives grace to help 
in time of need (Heb. iv. 16.) His help comes in the hour of our 
weakness — " I was brought low, and he helped m e " (Psa. exvi. 6.) 

JesUS Christ OUr Hiding-Plaee .— The sinner hides from God 
(Gen. iii. 10) ; the saint hides in God (Psa. cxliii. 9.) The Lord is 
the hiding-place of His people (Psa. xxxii. 7.) In the day of trouble 
to Him they flee, and He hides them in the secret of His presence 
(Psa xxxi. 20) under the shadow of His wings (Psa. xvii. 8.) There 
they are safe from the arrow that flieth (Psa. xci. 7). 

Christ Jesus our Great High Priest—On the Cross He was 
the sacrifice (Heb. ix. 26) ; on the throne He is the Priest (Heb. iv. 
14) ; He died to bring His people to God (1 Pet. iii. 18) ; He lives 
to save to the uttermost those who are coming unto God (Heb. vii. 25) 
through Him. Although saved from wrath, believers are compassed 
with infirmity, and need a merciful and faithful High Priest (Heb. 
ii. 17), able to succour (ii. 18) and to sympathize (Heb. iv. 15.) 

JesUS Christ OUr Hope.—The hope of the believer is the 
personal return of the Lord Jesus. He is our hope (1 Tim. i. 1.) 
They should be looking for that blessed hope (Titus ii. 13), rejoicing 
in hope (Rom. xii. 12), holding it fast (Heb. x. 23, R.V.), wearing it 
as an helmet (1 Thes. v. 8), using it as an anchor (Heb. vi. 19), 
abounding in it (Rom. xv. 13). 
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Rotes on Bible Lessons for Sunday Schools. 

THKSK Notes are for the use of Teachers, and are intended to lead to further 
searching of, and meditation on the Word of God. They are in connection with 
the Lessons given in " T h e Sunday School Scheme for 1897," 2x jjer 100: and in 
"The Children's Almanac and Bible Searching Text Book for 1897," /,» ver 100, 
both published in Kilmarnock. Let each Subject be prayerfully read, and 
thought over, then adapted to the capacities of the scholars. 

May 9 t h - T h e Boy Of Zidon.—1 Kings xvii. 9-24. 

MEMORY TEXT, John x. 10. 

Want and Provision—Prayer and Effort—Death to Life. 

A N only son, and his mother a widow, famine abroad in the land, 
their supply reduced to an handful. This is the picture with which 
our story opens. Sin is the cause of all : not their's personally, but 
they are involved in the general ruin. Like the world : under 
the curse, under judgment. " Eat it and die " (v. 12)—the sinner's 
hopelessness : " No hope " (Eph. ii. 12.) Elijah, type of Christ, the 
" Prophet made like unto His brethren55 (Acts iii. 22), who came in 
the way of righteousness, witnessing against man's sin (see Matt. 
xxiii.), and uncovering it (John xv. 22), yet dealing in grace with 
all who felt and owned their need, such as the Syrophenican (Matt. 
xv. 26, 27) ; the centurion (Luke vii. 6) ; the nobleman (John iv. 47.) 
The unfailing barrel of meal and cruise of oil, tell of God as the 
provider of the Christ, the Bread of Life (John vi. 32), and of the 
Holy Spirit, the Regenerater (John iii. 5) and Strength (Eph. iii. 
16) of all who believe. The sickness and death of this only son of 
the widow is a further result of sin—a deeper lesson. She read it 
as a bringing to remembrance of her personal sins—not a national 
chastisement, as the famine (verse 1) The wages of sin is death (Rom. 
vi. 23 ) Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death (James i. 15.) 
" To slay my son55—the awakened conscience only sees God as iust. 
"Give me thy son?55 the surrender of our unconverted children of 
God, yielding them up to Him. " He cried unto the Lord,'5 earnest, 
believing prayer is closely connected with the conversion of sinners. 
"Stre tched himself upon the child55—personal effort, genuine 
Sympathy, getting close to the sinner, imparting one5s own soul 
(see 1 Thes. ii. 8.) " He revived 55—a new birth, a new life, a pass
ing from death to life (John v. 24), is genuine conversion. 
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March 1 6 t h - T h e Children o f Bethel .—2 Kings ii. 23-25. 

MEMORY TEXT, 2 Peter iii. 3. 

Grace and Healing—Curse and Blessing—The Scorners Doom. 

BETHEL is a place of which we read often in Scripture. I t means 
" t h e house of God," and received its name in connection with 
Jacob's vision, when he slept as a wanderer there (Gen. xxviii. 19). 
In the days of Elisha, it seems to have become a school for the sons 
of the Prophets (see chap. ii. 3). I t had become a state institu
tion—the King's chapel (Amos vii. 13), and the children had 
become scoffers. Elisha healing the waters of Jericho (chap. ii. 
15-22), the city of the curse (John vi. 26), which had been executed 
on it (1 Kings xvi. 34), represents the Lord Jesus, dead and 
risen, having borne the curse, giving life and healing to the world. 
But the Life-giver (John v. 25-26) is also the Judge (John v. 22-27), 
and so Elisha here, is the executer of judgment on these scoffing chil
dren, who came forth to mock the ascension of Elijah, as the scoffers 
of the last days cry—" Where is the promise of His coming ?J; 

(2 Pet. iii. 4). These were not heathen, they were unbelieving: 
they were mockers—a sad picture of many of the children of our 
day, even children of religious professors, who are the worst of all 
scorners. Swift judgment follows. So will it, when grace no 
longer reigns, and God's longsuffering no more lingers. At the 
coming of the Lord, and the rapture of the living saints, those who 
are left may doubtless re-enact this scene, and mock those who have 
gone up. Sudden judgment will soon follow (1 Thess. v. 2). 

May 2 3 r d - A Hidden Boy Prince.—2 Kings xi. 1-21. 

MEMORY TEXT, Psalm xxvii. 5. 

A Time of Danger—A Safe Hiding-Place—Coronation Day, and 
Judgment of Evil-Doers. 

JOASH was the son of King Ahaziah. His father was killed when he 
was a babe, and Athaliah, his grandmother, who wanted the 
kingdom for herself, arose and killed all his brothers. But God 
raised up for Joash a deliverer, in the person of his aunt Jehosheba, 
his father's sister, the wife of Jehoiada the priest (2 Chron. xxii. 11). 
This good woman secured the baby prince, and hid him and his 
nurse " in the bed-chamber "—very likely in her own house, from 
the wicked queen. So that they were both safe and secure there, 
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while the cruel sword was doing its deadly work amongst his 
brothers. You remember how Herod in like manner sought to slay 
the infant King of the Jews (Matth. ii. 16), because he feared his 
throne would be taken from him, and how God found a place of 
refuge for " the child and his mother55 (verse 20). For six years 
more the boy priest was " hid in the house of the Lord" (verse 3). 
God has raised up His Son and hid Him in the heavenly sanctuary 
(Heb. viii. 1 : xii. 2), far above Satan's power (Eph. i. 21), until 
the time come for Him to be brought forth to reign over the earth 
(Isa. xxxii. 1). Meanwhile all who are His, all who trust Him, are 
raised up there (Eph. ii. 6) in Him, safe beyond the power of 
Satan : their life is hid with Christ in God (Col. iii. 3), and none 
can pluck them from His hand (John x. 29). Those who were true 
to Joash, guarded him and his interests, and were with him going 
out and coming in all the days of his rejection : so those who love 
the Lord cleave to Him (Acts xi. 23), keep His words (John xiv. 
23), and contend for His claims (Jude 3) during the time of His 
rejection by the world (Rom. >viii. 17). When He comes forth, He 
will—as Joash did (2 Chron. xxiii. 11), judge His enemies (2 Thess. 
i. 10 : Rev. xix. 15), and glorify His saints (Col. iii. 4 : Rev. xix. 
14). 

May 30th—Josiah, the Young* King\—2 Kings xxii. 1-20. 

MEMORY TEXT, 2 Timothy iii. 15. 

An Evil Day—A Bright Light—A True Worker. 

AFTER a time of great darkness and departure from God, Josiah, the 
boy king, came to the throne. How often the Lord used " a little 
child" to teach great truths to His people (see Matth. xviii. 2 ; 
Mark viii. 36.) His father was an idolater, and met an untimely 
death (Chap xxi. 23.) He began by doing what was " right in the 
sight of the Lord " (v. 2.) No one can do that, until he has been 
born again, so we may safely assume that Josiah had faith in God 
at an early age. His young and " tender heart " was the Lord's, in 
the days of youth, and he began to seek after the God of his father 
David (2 Chron. xxxiv. 3), and to walk in his ways (v. 2.) There 
was conversion (1 Thes. i. 9) seeking after God (Matth. vii. 33), and 
walking in His t ruth (3 John 3, 4)—three grand steps in a young 
believer's history. At eighteen he began to work for God (v. 3) 
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and to oppose all that was against Him. The lost Book of the Law 
was found, and used as the standard by which everything was 
measured. He soon saw how far men and things were from what 
God wanted, and humbled Himself. This is how the sinner finds out 
his ruin (Rom. iii. 10-19), and the believer his shortcomings (Psa. 
cxix. 9.) Josiah became a lover of the Book of God—as every 
believer ought to be (1 Pet. ii. 2), and God shielded him and kept 
him in peace (v. 20). 

June 6th—In the Deserts of Arabia.—Gal. i. 6-24. 

MEMORY TEXT, Matthew xi. 29. 

Testimony—In Solitude—The School of God—Fitted for Service. 

IMMEDIATELY Saul was converted, " straightway he preached 
Christ in the synagogues/' (Acts ix. 20). This greatly astonished 
the people. What changes grace had wrought : the bold persecutor 
had become a humble disciple : the enraged Pharisee a preacher of 
Christ ! But the Lord saw it needful to call his servant into 
retirement for a season, before he was sent forth into the great 
harvest field. Such seasons are needful to all true servants : Moses 
at Horeb, David with the sheep, Elijah in Gilead, John the Baptist 
in the deserts, and greatest of all, Jesus for thirty years at Nazareth, 
all shew that God detains His chosen servants in secret, before they 
are sent out on their public mission. Paul went into Arabia— 
propably to the desert of Sinai, where Moses had seen the 
bush burn with fire. During these months or years, Paul was in the 
school of God, learning His mind, and being fitted for his life-work. 
How the time was spent we know not, but there can be little doubt 
that it was during these days of solitude, that he received from 
the Lord (Gal. i. 12) that full and wonderful revelation of God's 
grace which he calls " my Gospel" (Rom. xvi. 25), and the new 
revelation of the calling and unity of the Church, the body of 
Christ (Eph. iii. 3-7 ; Col. i. 24-26) with the pattern (1 Cor. iii. 10) 
and the order of the House of God (1 Cor. xi. 23.) From these 
solitudes, he came forth taught of God, full of the Spirit, with 
Christ as His object, and went forth to preach Him among the 
heathen. Conversion, Divine education and training must precede 
service for the Lord. The worker must be prepared and fitted for 
the work, alone with God. 
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Questions and Answers. 
Q. : Can you (jive us any help on how to tear It an Infant Class— 

nearly all unable to read. We use the Blackboard and a Bible 
Picture occasionally. Is there any other help you know of? 

Q. : Our classes of elder boys have almost disappeared. One by one 
they have dropped off, just at an age when they most need sound 
Biblical teaching. They give no reason, but I think they have the 
notion that they are "too big" for the Sunday School. I find the 
same has happened elsewhere. There seems to me to be a missing 
link somewhere in our methods. Can you give us any help ? 

[The above questions are of great importance, and we would 
welcome short answers for insertion in next month's " Magazine, 
from workers who have had experience in these things.—Ed.] 

Hints and Helps from Workers. 
A N E W S C H O O L . — " We began a new School a few weeks ago in 

a village where there is nothing but a dark ritualistic church. One 
of our teachers lives there, and offered his kitchen for an hour on 
the Lord's Day afternoons. We began with ten ; it has increased 
to twenty, and I believe the parents will be reached through the 
children. There are many such villages. Should there not be an 
effort made in the summer to reach them ?" 

MEMORY T E X T S . — " Some of our teachers have given up the good 
old habit of giving their children a Memory Text to learn at home, 
on the ground that they have too many lessons in the day schools to 
learn. 1 cannot pee any force in this, as only a very few moments are 
required to commit the text to memory, and there it remains. 
How many have been convicted through texts stored in the 
memory in Sunday School days ! In order to encourage them to 
retain and memorize their texts, I give a Floral Text Card when 
they have four small ones, and when they have six large cards I 
give a small prize. This costs very little, and I find it does very 
much in . the way of encouragement.53 [Yes, there is nothing of 
greater value to our young folks than the Word of God lodged in 
the memory, in their very earliest days. The Sunday School 
Memory Text is almost the only means available, in the case of the 
many whose parents are ungodly and teach them nothing of God or 
His Word. - E d . 
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Work and Workers amongst the Young. 
Brief, crisp Reports of sound Gospel Work, Special Services, Sunday School Work, 

and all other efforts on ^odty and Scriptural Lines to spread the good news 
anions: Young: Folks, always welcome for this page. 

GLASGOW.—The Half-Yearly Conference of Sunday School 
Teachers will be held in Abingdon Hall, Partick, on Saturday, 8th 
May, at 5 p.m. Subject—" The Advantages of early Conversion." 

AUCHINLECK.—" We have from sixty to seventy in our school in 
this village, with five teachers. One girl who was saved has borne 
a bright testimony during a long illness." 

P A I S L E Y . — " There are over 250 scholars, with 19 teachers, in the 
school in Cumberland Hall. Prayer is asked that God may save 
many." 

MARBLE HALL, GLASGOW.—" One or two cases of conversion here, 
but we desire to see a deeper and more decisive work of grace 
ctmong the children." 

SOUTHSEA.—The Lord is blessing in the school in King Street 
Hall here. At the Annual Tea there were 240 children, and the 
following evening 70 of those in the Infant Class. Both meetings 
very happy and profitable. 

CLASSONBOXH, CAPE COLONY.—In this place, eleven miles from 
Cape Town, there is a school of about forty children, with three 
teachers, two of which drive over from Wynberg every Lord's Day. 
Will fellow-workers pray that they may be cheered by seeing 
fruit in conversions ? 

CHICAGO, I I I . — " S u n d a y school work in this country is most 
difficult. Owing to the attractions offered to children in Sunday 
Schools connected with worldly churches, we who do not go in for 
such things find it less easy to get any large uumber. Then, un
fortunately, there is very little interest among believers in this 
work compared with what there ought to be. I t seldem forms the 
subject of ministry, as I believe it ought. May the Lord stir us up." 

YOUNG FOLKS' HYMN SHEETS, L , I I . , I I I . , each containing 
16 sound Gospel Hymns, easily sung to well-known Tunes. Very 
suitable for Children's Services, Seaside Meetings, &c. 8d per100, 
post free. 

YOUNG FOLKS' Note Paper and Envelopes, with Scripture Texts, 
Select Verses, and Pictures of Children, 6d per Packet, postjree. 



L,ack of Teachers in the Sunday School. 

Y'r has been remarked at several large gatherings of Sunday 
j£ School labourers of late, that there is an ever-increasing 

difficulty in getting suitable teachers in many Sunday 
Schools. This is a serious matter, and it ought to deeply 
exercise the minds and hearts of the Lord's people wherever 
it exists. Without a full staff of qualified and hearty 
teachers, the Sunday School quickly becomes reduced to a 
mere form. Wherever such a state of things exist there 
must be a cause. Have the people of God in general made 
the Sunday School a subject of believing prayer ? Do 
Christian parents who have children in constant attendance 
there, seek to strengthen the hands of their children's teacher 
by earnest prayer and practical sympathy, or are they 
glad to get rid of their noisy young folks for an hour on the 
Lord's Day, knowing that they are at the Sunday School, 
and that is the sum of their interest in it. Whenever there 
is a lack of workers, or of materials in any department of 
the Lord's service, we may be sure that there is a voice there 
for our consciences. As in ancient times the Lord often 
reached the slumbering consciences of His people, by with
holding the dew and the rain from their land, so now He 
sometimes reaches His people in their indifference, by with
holding spiritual blessing, and causing a dearth of labourers. 
Let the Lord's people learn the lesson and turn with all 
their hearts unto Him. We cannot manufacture Sunday 
School teachers, any more than we can make evangelists, 
pastors and teachers, but we can "Pray theLord of the harvest" 
to raise up, and thrust forth those with whom, and through 
whom He will work. Then, there may be other causes. 
The lack of practical teaching as to our responsibility toward 
our fellows, in carrying God's gospel to them is a notable 
feature of our time* Conferences and meetings for ministry 
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on the believer's position and portion in Christ, his privileges 
and prospects are common enough, and generally well 
attended. Children of God go long distances to such 
gatherings and seem to enjoy them. But how seldom do 
we hear in such meetings, or in the ordinary assemblings of 
the Lord's people, definite, plain, practical, and pointed 
ministry laying the responsibility of believers as stewards of 
God, and ambassadors of Christ, winners of souls and 
witnesses for the Lord Jesus, upon them. Need we wonder 
if our young men and women turn a deaf ear to the frequent 
appeals for help in Gospel and Sunday School teaching, if 
they are not constantly made to know and feel that the chief 
end of their Christianity is not self-pleasing, living for their 
own enjoyment, but yielding themselves to God, as His 
willing servants, ready to run His errands, and be sent forth 
on His service in whatsoever a place He may appoint If 
such a condition obtained among God's people generally, 
there would be no lack of teachers in our Sunday Schools, 
nor of hearty, willing and active helpers in Gospel labour 
everywhere. Nor would there be the wail that we hear 
ascending constantly from some quarters over the back
sliding and return to worldly religion of their young folk. 
How can we expect ourselves, or our children who are 
Christ's, to be kept green and fruitful in spiritual life, if the 
claims of the Lord and His calls to service are habitually 
ignored ? We believe that one chief cause of worldliness 
and backsliding, especially among those who are children 
of believing parents is, the utter indifference that prevails 
among many of them to the spiritual needs of others, within 
their reach. A class of half-a-dozen ragged children would 
give them something to live for and pray about, and might 
help to keep down their pride. 

44 Satan finds some mischief still, for idle hands to do." 

Mu.ya.zine
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Our Annual Treat 

Y ^ O R many years, we have been in the habit of taking 
J^ our Sunday School children to the country on a 

mid-summer day. Not that we consider such a 
thing to be a necessity to the existence of the school, but 
we find it has a good effect, and has always been a pleasure 
and a profit to all concerned. Many of our former scholars, 
now grown up to manhood, and scattered far and wide, 
join us for the day, and so it is looked upon as a kind of 
re-union. I can testify that these outings have been seasons 
of real spiritual blessing. There is a fine opportunity for 
getting into close contact with each other, and seeking to 
help each other in spiritual things. We do not go in for 
frolic and dissipation. Of course the younger ones enjoy 
themselves, and have their games in a green field, which 
their teachers superintend, and see are properly conducted. 
Some of the older boys have a game at cricket, and those 
who are so desirous, take their rods and fish in the river. 
At one o'clock all gather for lunch ; that over we have a 
few hymns, two or three very short addresses, and generally 
some of our former scholars, who have come for the day, 
have a word to say, which is always listened to with marked 
attention. Another set of teachers look after the children 
and the tea during the afternoon, so that those so engaged 
in the forenoon may be free to enjoy themselves. At five 
we gather for tea, and by that time the young ones are 
getting tired. The peasantry and their children around, are 
not forgotten. We finish with a short Gospel address, and 
some bright singing, to which they come. We praise God 
for these seasons, and for the refreshment of body and soul 
derived from them. 
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looking unto Jesus. 
" The}7 looked unto Him and were lightened" (Psa. xxxiv. 5.) 
u Run the race that is set before us, looking* unto Jesus " (Heb. xii. ±) 

X^i OOK to Him who once was willing, 
J ^ All His glory to resign ; 

That, for thee, God's will fulfilling, 
All His merit might be thine; 

Strive to follow day by day, 
Where His footsteps mark the way. 

Look to Him, the Lord of glory, 
Tasting death to win thy life, 

Gazing on that " wondrous story," 
Canst thou falter in the strife ? 

Is it not new strength to know 
That the Lord hath loved thee so ? 

Look to Him who ever liveth, 
Interceding for His own ; 

Seek, yea claim, the grace He giveth, 
Freely from His priestly throne. 

Will He not thy strength renew, 
By His own refreshing dew. 

Look to Him and faith shall brighten, 
Hope shall xsoar, and love shall burn, 

Peace once more thy heart shall lighten, 
Rise ! He calleth thee, Return ! 

Be not weary ; speed thy way, 
Jesus is thy Strength and Stay. 

STRENGH FOR SERVICE.—You will soon fag and grow 
weary in your service if you neglect to renew your strength, 
and you will fail to renew your strength if you neglect 
private prayer and meditation on God's Word. 
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The Bible Students1 Class. 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH :"ETERNAL SECURITY." 

HE Lord Jesus says of all His people—" I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any (man or devil) pluck them out of My hand " 

(John x. 28.) No power from without can seize, no decay 
from within cause them to perish. The life they possess is 
in the Son (1 John v. 11), hid with Christ in God (Col. iii. 3), 
eternal and indestructable. The believer's place is " /;/ 
Christ Jesus" (Rom. viii. 1) beyond judgment. Neither 
life nor death, things present or to come, can separate him 
from the love of Christ (Rom. viii. 39.) No condemnation : 
no separation. In' 1 Pet. i. 4-5, the heirs are said to be 
kept by the power of God, and the inheritance in heaven for 
the heirs. Their title to heaven is the blood of Christ (Heb. 
x. 19), their security, the power of God (Eph. i. 19.) On the 
Cross the Lord Jesus obtained " eternal redemption " for 
His people (Heb. ix. 12.) At His coming He will secure 
the redemption of their bodies (Rom. viii. 23.) Till that 
day they are sealed by the Spirit of God (Eph. iv. 30)—the 
Eternal Spirit. The reception of these truths by faith is 
necessary to the enjoyment of them, but the facts remain 
whether believers enjoy them or not. Our eternal security 
is in Divine keeping. God has secured His people for His 
inheritance (Eph. i. 18)—a people for His own possession 
(Titus ii. 14, R.v.) He can never allow one of them to perish. 
Does the knowledge of this tend to indifference ? Nay; 
but rather to thanksgiving (Eph. i. 3 ; 1 Pet. i. 3.) The 
passages that are sometimes used to contradict these truths, do 
not deal with the believer's relationship at all, but as in John 
xv. to his fruitfulness ; and 1 Cor. ix. 24-28, to service and 
its reward. His life is sure, but the crown of life may be lost. 

w 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Home Headings. 

Seven Daily Texts on each Subject will be found in " The Gospel Almanac." 

JeSUS Christ t h e Sufferer.—The Lord Jesus suffered at the 
hands of men for righteousness sake (1 Pet. ii. 21). He was hated 
by men without a cause (John xv. 25). He suffered being tempted : 
by men (Matt. xxii. 18), by Satan (Heb. ii. 18 with Matt. iv. 7). 
He suffered from the opposition of the religious leaders—the elders 
and priests (Matt. xvi. 21), and greater than all His other sufferings — 
He suffered for our sins (1 Pet. iii. 18) at the hand of God. His 
sufferings were the path to His glories (1 Pet. i. 11). 

JeSUS Christ t h e Sin-bearer.—Personally, the Lord Jesus 
was the Holy One of God (Mark. i. 24), the Holy One and the 
Just (Acts iii. 14). " In Him is no sin35 (1 John iii. 5). His nature 
was holy. " He knew no sin " (2 Cor. v. 21). He was the " Lamb 
without blemish, without spot" (1 Pet. i. 19). He was thus fitted to 
be " t h e Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world5 ' 
(John i. 29). On the Cross sin was laid upon Him. God there 
made Him to be sin for us (2 Cor. v. 21). Our iniquity was laid 
upon Him (Isa. liii. 6), He died for our sins (1 Cor. xv. 3), He 
was offered to bear them away (Heb. ix. 28) and He did it. 

JeSUS Christ t h e Son Of God.—From all eternity He was 
the Word, with God (John i. 1), the only begotten Son in the bosom 
of the Father (John i. 18). At His birth He wras named the Son 
of God (Luke i. 35). " G o d sent forth His Son" (Gal. iv. 4), 
"God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son " 
(John iii. 16). At His resurrection He was declared to be the Son 
of God (Rom. i. 4) : " Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten 
Thee" (Acts xiii. 33). He claimed this for Himself (Matt, xxvii. 
43). To believe in the Son is to have everlasting life (John iii. 36). 

JeSUS Christ t h e Son Of Man.—This title Jesus often gives 
to Himself, chiefly in connection with His earthly life and death 
upon the Cross. As Son of Man He came (Matt. xi. 19) to earth, 
and had not where to lay His head (Luke ix. 58). " The Son of 
Man is come to seek and to save that which was los t" (Luke xix. 
10). " The Son of Man must be lifted up " (John iii. 14). As Son 
of Man He is now glorified in Heaven (Acts vii. 56), and as such 
He will come in glory (Luke ix. 26) and be the judge (John v. 27). 
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Notes on Bible Lessons for Sunday Schools. 

June 13th—Paul's Visit to Jerusalem.—Acts ix. 26-30. 
MEMORY TKXT—Ruth i. 16. 

Testimony—Persecution—Deliverance—Fellowship. 
FROM the Arabian deserts Saul seems to have returned to Damascus, 
the place of his conversion, and where he began his testimony for 
the Lord (compare Gal. i. 17 with Acts xxvi. 20). Here again lie 
testified with increased help from God (verse 22), until the wrath 
of the Jews was aroused. Unable to answer, they betook them
selves to their usual weapon—destruction (compare Acts vii, 10-54), 
and sought to kill him. How this must have reminded him of his 
own former ways as a persecutor ! The governor gave a garrison of 
soldiers to watch the gates to kill him as he left the city, 
but the disciples, his brethren in Christ, let him down from a 
window of some house on the city wall (compare Joshua ii. 15) in a 
rope-basket, and so he escaped, and departed to Jesusalem. Was 
it along that same road he had come to persecute and imprison the 
saints, past the spot where the risen Christ had met him ? What 
changes grace had wrought ! Now himself a persecuted pilgrim, 
journeying toward the city, (where as Gamaliel's student and the 
High Priest's inquisitor he had been held in honour), to testify for 
his new Master. His chief object was to see Peter, with whom he 
remained for fifteen days (Gal. i. 18). What a season that would 
be ! What fellowship ! One a learned Rabbi, the other a fisher
man, but now brethren in Christ (see 2 Pet. iii. 15). He also 
sought to be introduced to the fellowship of the Christian Assembly 
at Jerusalem, which first feared and questioned his discipleship, 
but on the testimony of Barnabas—one whom they knew and had 
confidence in (Acts iv. 36), he was received, and continued in full 
fellowship with them, speaking boldly for his Lord, until again he 
had to flee for his life, to the sea-coast, where from Csesarea in a 
ship he sailed to his native town of Tarsus. Thus we learn the 
early steps and trials of the Apostle's Christian life, and thus it 
will be in measure with all who boldly stand forth for Christ. The 
steps are clearly marked and may well serve as an example to all 
who accept Christ as their Saviour and Lord in these last days. 
Awakening, conversion, decision, fellowship with saints, testimony, 
persecution. 
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June 20th—Barnabas and Saul at Antioch.—Acts xi. 19-30. 
MEMORY TEXT—2 Corinthians v. 20. 

Testimony at Home—Led oat to Serve—True Yoke-fellows. 
How long Saul remained in his native town (Acts ix. 30) we are not 
told, or how he was engaged, but we may be sure that in those 
" regions of Syria and Silicia" (Gal. i. 21) he who always felt as a 
burden his stewardship in the Gospel (1 Thess ii. 4 : 1 Cor. ix. 16-17), 
and a debtor to all kinds of men (Rom. i. 14), would not be idle. In 
his Epistles he sends greetings to many (Rom. xvi. 7-10), to 
whom he may have been the first bearer of the Gospel, and it is the 
privilege and duty of every believer to begin his testimony at home 
(see Mark v. 19). During the period of Saul's sojourn in Tarsus the 
Gospel had been spread abroad, and golden sheaves had been 
gathered to Christ from new and hitherto unreaped fields. The 
Samaritans (Acts viii. 5, 12, 25) whose fields were white unto 
harvest when the Lord was on earth (John iv. 35), had now heard 
and believed the Gospel. The Ethiopian from afar had also been saved 
(Acts viii. 35-39), and now through Peter's lips the Gentiles 
hear and believe the Gospel (Acts x.). Now the scattered disciples 
preach Christ to the Grecians at Antioch, where the Lord did a great 
work of salvation. Blessed be God the Gospel is for all (Mark xvi. 
15), and the grace of God is salvation-bringing unto all men (Titus 
ii. 11). When news of this work of grace reached Jerusalem, the 
Church there, no longer prejudiced as they had been (sec Acts xi. 
2-3) sent Barnabas to see the work of God, who seeing God's grace, 
rejoiced and was used himself as an instructor to strengthen and 
increase that work (see v. 24 which is a fine picture of a true soul-
winner). But the work was beyond his energies, it may be also his 
gifts, so he went to Tarsus and brought Saul as his helper. Thus 
twice was this good man used to lead the apostle onward—first in 
introducing him to the fellowship of the Christian assembly (Acts 
ix. 27), now in linking him as a yoke-fellow in service. There they 
remained labouring together in the Lord for a year, true "fellow-
labourers" and "workers together" of God (1 Cor. iii. 9, R.v). 
The evangelist wins the sinner for Christ, then the work of pastor 
and teacher begins in feeding, guiding and teaching. Were all 
young converts thus cared for, and led on in the ways of the Lord, 
there would be healthier, holier and happier saints among our young 
folks. 
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June, 27th-Paul sent forth to Preach.—Acts xiii. 1-13. 
MEMORY TEXT—Mark xvi. 15. 

Chosen—Sent—First Field—Convert—Opposer. 
FROM the bosom of the happy, hearty Church at Anlioch, Barnabas 
and Saul—now named Paul—are sent forth by the Holy Spirit, with 
the fellowship of their fellow-believers, into the dark world of heathen
dom with the glad tidings of salvation. Their first field of labour 
was Cyprus (verse 4), to which Barnabas belonged (Acts iv. 36). 
No doubt his friends, his kindred, and his old acquaintances would 
hear the Gospel, for what is more comely than that our kindred 
and old companions should first hear from our lips the story that 
gladdened our own hearts. After evangelising through the island, 
they came to its capital, Paphos, where Sergius Paulus, the pro
consul sent for the two evangelists to hear the Word of God. 
Here was a seeking soul, one prepared of God for the good seed. 
The devil was there also, to pick up as the fowls of the parable 
did (Luke viii. 5-13), the seed sown. This servant and child of the 
devil was a false prophet named Elymas, a sorcerer, who withstood 
the Lord's servants—probably by imitating them—as Jannes and 
Jambres withstood Moses (see 2 Tim. iii. 8 with Exod. vii. 11), seeking 
to turn the new convert from the faith. Such opposition is to be 
expected still. Wherever God works, Satan appears : sometimes 
openly as the roaring lion, more frequently by craft and subtilty, 
deceiving as here. At this point Paul, who up till now is mentioned 
after Barnabas—Barnabas and Saul—comes to the front, and like 
David faces the lion to deliver the lamb from his power. In sharp 
decisive words, he tears the mask from Elymas, tells him his true 
genealogy, and brings sudden judgment upon him—a marked 
contrast to his own conversion, where blindness was followed by 
salvation and sight (Acts ix. 8-17.) This stroke of God, confirmed 
the consul's faith, and thus he was won for Christ, while the Lord's 
servants passed into new regions with the message, Paiil evidently 
from this point being the leading spirit—(Paul and Barnabas— 
see v. 13.) From a map it will be seen, that their next field of 
service was a long way off, for the Gospel must invade all parts of 
the enemy's territory, and gems must be gathered from all nations 
to adorn the kingdom of the Lord. There, John Mark, possibly 
unable to endure the hardships of such a life (2 Tim. iv. 11), left 
them and returned to his mother's home in Jerusalem (Acts xii. 12). 
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July 4th—Daniel The Faithful.—Dan. i. 1-1G. 
MEMORY TEXT—Revelation ii. 10. 

Early Days—Conversion—Exile—Temptation—Faithfulness. 
T H E life-story of Daniel the young prince and prophet is one familiar 
to us all from earliest days. I ts interest never fags ; its lessons 
never cease to instruct us at each succeeding stage of life. The 
first verse tells us of Judah's captivity, when Daniel and his com" 
panions were carried far away from the home of their birth, and the 
scenes of their boyhood in Jerusalem, Jehovah's city in which He 
had placed His Name (2 Chron. vi. 6), in which His temple stood, 
beautiful for situation (Psa. xlviii. 2), where all the tribes assembled 
to worship their God (Psa. cxxii. 4), far away, to Babylon a land of 
idolatry, with its temple to another god. To these scenes of tempt-
tation the young princes were brought. I think all of them had 
been converted, and become lovers of the Word of God in their 
early days while at Jerusalem. Well for them it was too that they 
were, for had they gone into the court of the King of Babylon with
out God and without a firm hold of His Word, and it of them, they 
would surely have been swept off their feet, however good their 
resolutions into idolatry. How important for a youth to have 
Christ, ere he launches his bark on the world's dark tide ! Verse 4, 
tells of Daniel and his companions as scholars, and verse 7 that their 
names were changed. To these things they make no demur. They 
and we, are to be subject to those over us whether as parents, masters, 
or rulers, and yield obedience in all that we can. But one thing was 
asked that Daniel could not do, without disobeying God. That was 
to eat and drink defiling things—things first offered to idols (1 Cor. 
viii. 4), which in God's sight was having fellowship with demons (1 
Cor. x. 20). That God had forbidden. That word was hid by Daniel 
in his heart (Psa. cxix. 11) that he might not sin against God. He 
" purposed in his heart," that he would keep it and not defile him
self, and God so ordered events, and acted on his master that a way 
of escape was made for him, as ever is for the faithful (1 Cor. x. 13 . 
There are fine lessons here for those who are Christ's, to make it 
their great business, everywhere and always to stand true to God 
and His Word, amid friends, foes, and everywhere. God always 
honours this : difficulties vanish as God is trusted. Youth when all 
is fair and favourable is the best time to learn to trust God and keep 
His Word. 
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Answers to Correspondents. 

INFANT CLASSES.—" In reply to your query in last month's 
Magazine, I may say—We have a large Infant Class of over forty 
children, with two teachers, in a separate room from the rest of the 
school, fully equipped with Maps, Bible Pictures, Blackboard and 
Wall Hymn Sheets. (Since we adopted the separate room and gave 
the class two teachers, it has been a great success. I t is a great joy 
to see the upturned faces of the little mites all gazing intently on 
the picture, or sketch, or text before them, while one of the teachers 
explains it simply to them ; the other sees that order is preserved. 
They take the work alternately, only for a few minutes at a time. 
This gives variety. They do not merely entertain them, but seek 
to sow the good seed of God's Word in their young hearts. I have 
not the slightest doubt but many of these little children have truly 
trusted Christ How easy to do so when the heart is young and 
tender, unencumbered with earth's cares ! May the Lord greatly 
encourage and bless all who toil for Him, who when on earth took 
special notice of the infants (Luke xviii. 15). 

SENIOR BOYS. — " I have a class of lads ranging from fourteen to 
eighteen years of age, in which I am very much interested. Over 
half of them have been converted since they joined the class, and 
others are anxious. I have confidence that God will save them all. 
We meet in the Hall—a single room—but at a different hour from 
the others. This takes away the idea of them being children, which 
they seem to appreciate." 

Questions and Answers. 

Q. 11 ow would you do with a teacher ivho must always have his 
way in all arrangements, no matter how few are of the same mind ? 
Is it right to always yield to him for peace sake, or what ? 

A. Not always. If you do, his demands will increase. I t 
might be for his good, and for the benefit of others, to publicly 
mention that in Sunday School work there must be fellowship, and 
in order to have this more than one voice, must be heard. There 
must be no one-man rule. Godly care and guidance is one thing ; 
but a self-important man with a determined will is quite another. 



72 The Sunday School Worker s Mtujazine, 

Work and Workers amongst the Young. 
Brief, crisp Reports of sound Gospel Work, Special Services, Sunday School Work, 

and all other efforts on ^odly and Scriptural lines to spread the good news 
among* Young Folks, always welcome for this page. 

LONDON.—A Conference of Sunday School Workers and others 
labouring for Christ amongst the young will (God willing) be held 
in Mayow Road Hall, Sydenham, on Saturday, 3rd July, to which 
all seeking the conversion and spiritual welfare of the young are 
invited. 

POOLE, D O R S E T . — " There has been blessing in our Sunday School 
here, during last year and this. A number of the elder boys have 
been converted, and are seeking to follow the Lord." 

N E W Y O R K . — " In this great City, with its many attractions, it 
is not so easy to get numbers of young people under the sound of 
the Word as in the old country, but we sow the seed, and look to 
God for the increase." 

GEORGETOWN, D E M E R A R A . — " T h e various schools here go on 
with much interest and encouragement. There is much diligent 
searching of the Scriptures. 255 Bible Searching Text Books, filled 
in by the scholars, have been sent to Kilmarnock this month." 

OUR LITTLE ONES' TREASURY FOR J U N E is a special Diamond 
Jubilee Number, with many true stories and pictures. Frontispiece, 
a present-day photograph of Her Majesty, by special permission of 
the Queen's photographers. Also, a Mid-summer Number of " The 
Young Watchman" has a fine photo print of " A Royal Group of 
Four Generations," with a stirring Gospel s to ry—"How Donald 
and Sandy saw the Queen.' Secure extra copies for distribution at 
coast and country. 

PRIZE-WINNERS ' NAMES, in connection with the Children's 
Almanac Bible Searchings, will appear in next month's " Young 
Watchman." Prize Essays, &c , are in this month's. 

PENNY STORIES FOR BOYS AND GIRLS, good for Seaside and 
Holidays, all purely Gospel. 24 kinds. 12 for 2s, Post Free. 

BIBLE PICTURE ROLLS, each with twelve Coloured Pictures. 
Very suitable for scholars and Infant Class. 2 sorts. 2s each, post free. 

CHILDREN'S ALMANTACS.—A few still remain, which we will send 
post free—48 for Is—while they last. 



Acceptable Service. 
Words spoken at a Social Gathering of Christian Workers. 

)Q[̂ (o serve the Lord acceptably, we must serve Him as He 
ytf has commanded. There are few things in which so 

much of self-will and self-pleasing exist, as in what is 
known as the service of the Lord. I will ask you very 
briefly to consider three of the Lord's calls to service, with 
His commands in connection therewith. 

1. "Serve the Lord with all thi?te heart" (Deut. x. 12). 
God has given to us all His heart, in giving us His only 
begotten Son, and the Lord Jesus has served us and suffered 
for us according to the love that was in His heart for us, 
" Who loved me and gave Himself for me." Now He claims 
from us—and it is His due—whole-hearted love, and whole
hearted service for Him. He puts up with our weaknesses : 
He deals kindly with our faults : He forgives our blunders 
and restores us from our backslidings, but He will not have 
the service of a divided heart, the mere waste and refuse 
that is left after the world and self have had their full 
portion. Is there not a great deal of such service ? What a 
number of professed disciples and servants of Christ, are 
nearly always ailing on the Lord's Day ! Absent from their 
places in the Christian assembly and the Sunday School, 
because of some supposed or trifling ailment, which did not 
prevent them from being at their business on Saturday, nor 
will it hinder them from returning to it on Monday. Heart 
disease of a spiritual sort is their trouble, the result of trying 
to serve God and Mammon, which has left no heart for 
God, or for His work. He wants not ours but us : our 
hearts first, our energies after. " My son give Me thine 
heart," first. " Son, go work to-day in My vineyard " next. 
"Serve the Lord with all thine heart"—this is what He 
seeks. 
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2. " Serve Him with a perfect heart and with a ivilling 
mi?td" (1 Chron. xxviii. 9). It is written concerning the 
workers of Nehemiah's time, who helped in the building of 
the wall, " the people had a mind to work " (Neh. iv. 6). 
When this is lacking, the wheels of service drag heavily. 
When people have to be goaded on in their service, it is 
evident they have neither heart nor mind for it. Either 
they have got into a cold condition of heart, or attempted 
work for which they had no call from God, and no fitness. 
What a miserable affair it is for one to have to preach or 
teach their class in the Sunday School, as a matter of duty, 
when they have no mind for it, no pleasure in it. Far better 
give up the form, and get out of a wrong position, or get 
into a better condition of soul. "Not by constraint, but 
willingly" is God's principle of service. " Serve Him 
with a willing mind." 

3. "Serving the Lord with all humility of mind" (Acts xx. 
19). Pride in the service of Christ is an anomaly. He 
was meek and lowly in heart. He made Himself of no 
reputation. The Mighty God, the Creator of heaven and 
earth, became the girded Servant, and stooped down to 
wash His disciples' feet. This is our example, the pattern 
for all His servants to copy. How often is it otherwise. 
A little success puffs up and makes the instrument boast. 
Reports issued for " the glory of God " are more frequently 
for " the praise of men." Under the guise of giving God 
His due, self acts the robber, and steals the glory. The 
frequent use of the capital " I," too clearly shews what is 
working in the mind. Jealousy at the success of others, 
shews there is a proud mind. Evil speaking, and attempts 
to depreciate the work, are the results of pride. These 
things greatly mar the service of God. Seek then to " Serve 
with all humility of mind." 
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The Bible Students' Class. 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH: "ACCEPTANCE." 

f HERE is a two-fold acceptance spoken of in the Word : 
(1) Acceptance of the person. (2) Acceptance of 
His works. Many vainly seek to find acceptance of 

themselves through their works. God's way is to accept the 
man first, his works next. By nature and practice none are 
accepted. Sin has shut man out from God : he can never 
work his way back to God's favour. The word to Cain was: 
"If thou doest well (or offerest correctly), shalt thou not be 
accepted " (Gen. iv. 7 ) ; but he was not accepted, because 
he sought unto God through the work of his hands. Abel 
offered the lamb, and was accepted in his offering—God 
testifying of his gifts (Heb. xi. 4). The burnt offering was 
accepted for the offerer (Lev. i. 4), all its worth was 
accounted his. The wave sheaf was accepted for the harvest 
(Lev. xxiii. 11). The burnt offering was a type of the Lord 
Jesus offering Himself up to God in death, a sacrifice of a 
sweet savour (Eph. v. 2). The wave sheaf, of Christ, the 
first-fruits from the dead accepted in resurrection (1 Cor. 
xv. 20), the Representative of His people. He is the Beloved 
Son, in whom God is well pleased (Matt. iii. 17): His Elect 
in' whom He delighteth (Isa. xlii. 1). All His people are 
accepted in the Beloved (Eph, i. 6). They are loved as He 
is loved (John xvii. 26). The Lord taketh pleasure in His 
people (Psa. cxlix. 4 ) : He sees them all fair (Song iv. 7). 
The beauty of Christ is upon them, they are accepted 
according to the value of Christ's perfect sacrifice. This is 
their meetness for heaven (Col. i. 12). Then God accepts 
their bodies as a living sacrifice (Rom. xii. 1), their praises 
(Heb. xiii. 15-16), and their gifts (Phil. iv. 18). * Their aim 
is to be acceptable, or well-pleasing unto Him (2 Cor. v. 9.) 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Home Readings. 

Seven Daily Texts on each Subject will be found in "The Gospel Almanac." 

JeSUS Christ OUP Keeper.—He is not only the Saviour but 
the Keeper of His people (Psa. cxxi. 5). He keeps them by His 
power (1 Pet. i. 5) ; He keeps them from falling—or stumbling 
(Jude 24); He keeps their feet (1 Sam. ii. 9 ) ; He keeps them as 
the apple of His e3̂ e (Deut. xxxii. 10), as a shepherd keeps his flock 
(Jer. xxxi. 10). They keep themselvesinHis love (Jude 21), they keep 
His Words (John xvi. 23), and keep themselves pure (1 Tim. v. 22). 

JeSUS Christ t h e King.—The Lord Jesus is never called the 
King of His Church, or the King of saints of this present dispensa
tion. He is Head of the Church which is His body (Eph i. 22: 
Col. i. 18), the Lord of each individual saint of His (1 Cor. xii. 3 : 
Phil. iii. 8). They are in the Kingdom of God's dear Son (Col. i. 13). 
He was born a King (John xviii. 37 : Matt. ii. 2), but the people 
over whom He came to reign rejected Him (John xvii. 14 : xix. 19). 
God has crowned Him (Psa. ii. 6 : Heb. ii. 7). He shall yet reign 
(Luke i. 33) over His ancient people Israel (John i. 4 9 : xii. 13: 
Zeph. iii. 15 : Isa. xxxii. 1), and over the whole earth (Zee. xiv. 9), 
all earthly kings owning His sceptre (Psa. lxxii. 11). 

JeSUS Christ t h e Lamb.—All the types and shadows of Old 
Testament times pointed onward to Him. The paschal lamb, 
without blemish (Exod. xii. 5 with 1 Pet. i. 19): the lamb of the 
morning and evening sacrifice (Exod. xxix. 39 with Heb. ix. 26), all 
told the need of a Greater Sacrifice. John testified of Him as the 
Lamb of God, the bearer away of the sin of the world (John i. 29). 
He was brought as a lamb to the slaughter (Isa. liii. 7), and now 
He is the Lamb upon the throne (Rev. v. 12), as such He will 
claim His blood-bought bride (Rev. xix. 7 : xxi. 9), and reign. 

JeSUS Christ t h e Lord.—God hath made the Crucified One 
Lord and Christ (Acts ii. 36). He is Lord of all (Acts x. 36) ; 
although all do not yet own His Lordship, they yet shall (Phil. 
ii. 10). The work of grace in a sinner's heart begins by causing 
him to own Christ as the Lord (Acts ix. 6) ; then he confesses Him 
with his mtfuth (Rom. x. 9), rejoicing in Him (Phil, iv, 4), owning 
Him Lord in his life (Phil. iii. 8), and service (Col. iv. 7). 
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Notes on Bible Lessons for Sunday Schools, 

THESE Notes are for the use of Teachers, and are intended to lead to further 
searching' of, and meditation on the Word of God. They are in connection with 
the Lessons given in " T h e Sunday School Scheme for 1897," %H per 100: and in 
"The Children's Almanac and Bible Searching1 Text Book for 181)7," /,s per 100, 
both published in Kilmarnock. Let each Subject be prayerfully read, and 
thought over, then adapted to the capacities of the scholars. 

July llth—The Three Young Hebrews.—Daniel in. 1-30. 
MEMORY TEXT, 2 Peter ii. 9. 

Good Companions—A Day of Trial—Faithful and Fearless. 

THESE three young princes (chap. i. 3) were companions of Daniel 
(verse 6) in the Chaldean court, where they had been carried as 
captives by the victorious King of Babylon, who had besieged 
Jerusalem. Like Daniel they were true hearted and faithful to 
God, as we gather from their association with him in his refusal to 
eat the polluted meat and drink the wine of Babylon (verse 2-17). 
Daniel was the leading spirit of the circle, and his bright example 
of unflinching faithfulness, no doubt exerted a powerful influence 
over the rest. How grand for young men to have such a comrade ! 
to be able to say—" I am a companion of all them that fear Thee " 
(Psa. cxix. 63). They were also men of prayer (chap. ii. 18), and God 
had prospered them for their faithfulness (verse 49). But now in 
chap. iv. we see the three young men alone—Daniel evidently 
being absent, during this day of trial. I t is easier to stand along
side a bold and brave companion, than alone. To stand true in the 
day of fiery trial (James i. 12) proves that faith is real (1 Pet. i. 7). 
Nebuchadnezzar's image on the plain of Dura was an idol, raised to 
his own glory no doubt. In his dream he saw a great image with 
its head of gold (chapter ii. 31-38), which Daniel told him repre
sented himself as head of the Chaldean Empire. Now he makes an 
image of that which represented himself, and demands that it be 
worshipped. The majority—as they ever do—disobey God (see 
Exod. xx. 4) : evidently some of the captives join them, for in the 
charge only "cer ta in J e w s " ( verse 12) are named. Had all the 
others proved faithless in the day of trial ? Mere professors may do 
30. " Fair weather saints," keeping up a profession While it costs 
nothing, but letting it drop immediately persecution begins (see 
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Matt. xiii. 21). The king's threat (verse 15) does not alarm them : 
nor should the world's the Christian (1 Pet. iii. 12-13). They 
answer calmly: they are " n o t careful:" they were no doubt 
prayerful (compare Phil. iv. 6). They confess their confidence in 
God's power (verse 17), and even if His will is not to deliver them, 
they will rather suffer than yield. God knows how to deliver (2 Pet. 
ii. 9) : sometimes He does (1 Cor. x. 13); at other times He allows 
His servants to go through the trial and accompanies them as here 
(Isa. xliii. 2). They only lost one thing in the furnace, viz :— their 
bonds (compare verse 23, 25), and they gained a companion—one 
" l ike the Son of God." How blessed to suffer for Christ and the 
truth ! I t always brings liberty and communion to the soul here, 
and a bright hereafter (Rev. ii. 10). 

July 18th—A Child of the Desert—Luke i. 5-16 : 22-80. 
MEMORY TEXT, Mark ii. 17. 

The Looked for Messenger—His Character—School and Work. 

FOR a long time no prophet or angel messenger had appeared among 
God's ancient people the Jews. Over 400 years had gone since 
Malachi had prophesied of the coming of Jehovah's messenger to 
prepare His way (Mai. iii. 1.) Things were going on as usual. 
Herod ruled over Judea. Zecharias the priest was standing at the 
altar in the temple at Jerusalem (Chap. i. 9) when suddenly an 
angel appeared who told him that his prayer had been heard, and 
that a son should be given him who would fulfil the word of their 
last prophet (Mai. iv. 5) and become the forerunner of Messiah. 
Did the aged priest believe the angels word and rejoice? Nay, he 
reasoned and believed not, hence he was struck dumb, instead of. 
being full of " joy and gladness" (v. 14). Many treat the gospel in 
the same way (Acts xvii. 32), others believe and rejoice (Acts viii. 
8 ; Rom. xv. 13). John—for that was the child's name (v. 63) was 
destined to be the friend (John iii. 29) and forerunner of Christ 
(Matt. iii. 1-3); the first sent from God to bear witness of Him 
(John i. 6, 19-23); the first to win disciples to Him (John L 37), 
and the first to suffer death for Him (Mark vi. 23-28); great in the 
sight of the" Lord (Luke i. 15), humble in regard to himself (John i. 
27) and willing to decrease (John iii. 30), a burning and a shining 
light (John v. 35), a holy man and a just (Mark vi. 20). What a 
splendid character God gives to John. What a combination of 
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graces ! He was no doubt converted early, and had his education in 
the school of God in the deserts (Luke i. 80). There lie abode, until 
the Lord had need of him, then he appeared in humble garb (Matt. 
iii. 4), speaking words of power which drew men around him, and 
unto God. He is the picture of a true disciple, a faithful friend, a 
fearless witness and a successful soul winner. 

July 25th—A Nobleman's Sick Boy.—John iv. 43-54. 
MEMORY TEXT, Isaiah xlv. 22. 

Sick Boy—Trusting Father—Mighty Saviour—Health and Healing. 
JESUS had got a cold reception at Jerusalem (chapter ii. 23), people 
there had plenty of religion, but little heart for Christ. Individuals 
(see chapter iii. 1) were drawn to Him, but the bulk were afraid of 
the Light (verse 21). In Samaria the middle province (see map) 
sinners had gladly welcomed Him (chap. iv. 4) : now He goes to 
Galilee in the nor th—"His own country " (verse 44), where His 
early days were spent (see map for Nazareth, Cana, Capernaum). 
While in Cana, where the first miracle had been wrought (chapter 
ii. 1), a nobleman, or servant of the Roman Empire, came to Jesus 
asking Him to come and heal his dying boy. This was evidence 
that he knew His power. But he asked Him to "come down. ' 
The Lord would teach him that His Word was as good as His 
presence. He would have the nobleman confide in His Word as 
well as His Person. " G o thy way thy son liveth" (verse 50)—a 
plain, definite statement. His healing power had gone forth that 
moment, and at Capernaum where the sick boy lay, healing and 
health had come.35 " T h e man believed"—that was his faith: he 
went his w a y — " t h a t was the course of faith." Was he dis
appointed ? Nay : his servants met him saying—" Thy son liveth.35 

Did he doubt i t? He asked when he began to "amend.55 But 
there was no amending, no gradual recovery. " A t the seventh 
hour the fever left him55 (verse 52). I t was the Lord5s doing, it 
was sudden as it was perfect. So is the conversion of a sinner. 
Immediately he believes the Gospel, it becomes the power of God 
to his salvation (Rom. i. 16). No tedious process is necessary to 
step from death to life (John v. 24), from light to darkness (1 Peter 
ii. 9), from the kingdom of Satan to the kingdom of God (Col. i. 13). 
I t may be the work of a moment, whenever faith lay hold on the truth 
of the Gospel. 
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August 1st—Paul's First Missionary Journey.—Acts xiii. 13-52. 

MEMORY TEXT, Acts xiii. 38. 

The Preachers— The Message—Receivers—Rejecters—Persecutors, 

THE first great missionary journey, the first invasion of Satan's 
kingdom among the Gentiles begins here. The first fruits had been 
gathered in Cyprus (verses 4-12). First to Perga, the capital of 
Pampylia, where we do not read of any converts, thence to Antioch 
in Pisidia. Here Paul entered the Jewish synagogues and preached 
Christ, with forgiveness in His Name, closing with a warning 
(verse 40). Many were impressed and asked Paul to speak next 
Sabbath (see verse 42, R.v.), others were converted (verse 43). Next 
Jewish Sabbath great crowds gathered to hear the Word—it has 
not lost its power to gather hearers apart from embellishments 
yet—and this brought the crisis. The Jews filled with envy at 
Gentiles being made sharers of the Gospel, became opposers and 
blasphemed. They thrust God's message from them, while Gentiles 
who had no religion (Eph. ii. 12), and no national pride, believed 
unto eternal life (Verse 48). Thus we have a sample and example 
of apostolic preaching and its results, which in measure will be the 
same everywhere as God's t ruth is spoken in the Holy Ghost, 
Mark the stages : interest, awakening, anxiety to hear, conviction: 
there the lines part. Some receive, believe, are saved and made 
glad : others contradict, reject, put it from them, blaspheme, 
persecute. Next at Iconium, fifty miles off, where " a long time1' 
they preached and wrought miracles—which in these early days 
was a power conferred by God to confirm His Word (see Heb. ii. 4), 
and " a great multitude believed ; " this also was followed by an 
assault as strong. At Lystra, where a lame man was healed, the 
impetuous heathen, would have sacrificed to the Lord's servants as 
gods, but under the influence of Jews from Antioch, soon stoned 
them, Paul being left for dead outside the city. Such was the 
rough but triumphant path of the Gospel and its preachers (2 Cor. 
ii. 14), and such were and ever will be its results. The Adversary 
may not stir up the blast of persecution, as in these days, but his 
animosity to the Gospel, and its preachers, is not one whit abated, 
though it appear in more respectable guise. This should cast the 
servant of the Lord more upon God and His grace than ever, while 
holding forth the Word of Life. 



and Bible Student'}s Helper. 83 

Correspondence. 
A. N., LONDON.—The best way to sustain the interest and 

fellowship of your fellow-believers in the Assembly where you are 
in the Sunday School work, is to tell them frequently what is going 
on, and to make it a subject of united prayer at the Assembly's 
prayer meetings. Many assemblies of believers never hear a word 
as to Sunday School work, except to be asked for money to provide 
for its necessities. 

OUR ANNUAL T R I P . — " Last Saturday was our annual trip. We 
took out the senior classes to a place seven miles off on the sea-shore, 
and had a very pleasant day. I believe it had a good effect on the 
dear boys and girls—many of whom are yet unsaved—to be shewn 
that converted people can enjoy a day's outing, apart from the sins 
and follies of the world. Many of them said it was the best day's 
outing they ever had as a holiday, and we noticed that when the 
Word was spoken—as it was for half-an-hour before we returned— 
there was great attention given. All the teachers gave themselves 
fully to see to the enjoyment of the young folks, and to control them." 

GOSPEL HYMNS.—Three of our teachers here were led into peace 
and liberty, through the words of two good old Gospel hymns, 
often sung in days gone by, but I fear not so well known among our 
young folks now. I know of nothing of greater importance in our 
schools than to see that nothing but sound Gospel hymns are put 
into the children's hands, or used. What a conglomeration of 
unsound teaching is in the popular hymn books ! I am certain it is 
doing untold mischief alike in Gospel work and Sunday Schools. 
A sound hymn book is just as important as sound preaching." 

NURSING THE B A B E S . — " A number of our dear boys and girls 
have been converted, and I rejoice to say are very bright. Two of 
the teachers have devoted themselves to the care of these babes of 
God's family, take them in a class two nights a week, and are seeking to 
nurse them and feed them on the milk of the Word. I can see good 
results for this service already, in the lives and ways of these young 
believers." [Yes, this is just the sort of " nursing " the babes need. 
Platform oratory usually goes over their heads. They need to be 
got close to, and have the Bread of Life broken small to them. 
There is a fine field here for those who have no " gift" for public 
preaching, but plenty of " heart " for souls.] E D . 
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Work and Workers amongst the Young. 
Brief, crisp Reports of sound Gospel Work, Special Services, Sunday School Work, 

and all other efforts on ecodly and Scriptural lines to spread the good news 
anions: Young Folks, always welcome for this page. 

PARKHEAD, GLASGOW.—There is a good School in the Public 
Hall here, and the Lord has saved some of the children. 

NKW CUMNOCK. — A number of young folk have professed con
version here during the past few months. I t is to be hoped they 
may "adorn the doctrine/5 and go onward in the " p a t h s of 
righteousness." 

BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND. —" We have a nice little School here, 
and have joy in telling the young folks of Jesus—the Mighty 
to Save." 

KAVUNGA, CENTRAL AFRICA.—There is still good tidings of 
indications of the Lord's workings in the hearts of several of the 
black-skinned boys and girls here. May many be saved to witness 
for Christ among their kindred and countrymen. 

FRED. S. ARNOT, writing from Denbigh, where a Tent was pitched 
in June, says :—" We are making a special effort to reach the 
children, who all understand and can read English well." 

LONDON. — " A t a recent gathering of Sunday School Teachers, 
who seek in this great city to toil amongst the young, and win them 
for the Saviour, there were some cheering reports of blessing. We 
are far sundered, and there are many hindrances ; but the Lord is 
above all, and does bless. Will fellow-workers pray for greater 
blessing with the Word spoken ? " 

TEACHER'S POCKET BIBLE—Flaps and Band, Well Bound, with 
Concordance, Index, Aids to Bible Study, and many other Valuable 
Helps—5/6, Post Free. 

SCHEMES OF LESSONS FOR 1897.—A few left in Sheet Form. Can 
send while they last—50 for 8d : 100, Is—Post Free. CHILDREN'S 

ALMANAC—50 for Is. 

HYMN SHEETS for Children's Services at Seaside. 3 Kinds, 8d 
per 100. Smaller for a few Services, 4d per 100. 

For Gifts and Rewards—Twelve Well Assorted Volumes " Young 
Watchman,35 in Enamelled Covers, for 3/9 — Carriage Paid by 
Rail to any Address. 



In Season, Out of Season. 

HE preacher says, u To everything there is a season, and 
a time. A time to keep silence and a time to speak" 
(Eccl. iii. 1,6). In a very special sense his words 

apply to this season of the grace of God, and to this 
accepted time of the Gospel's saving power among the sons of 
men. It is the business of every saint and servant of God 
to spread abroad the joyful tidings, and to make the very 
best use of the present golden opportunity of laying hold of 
sinners, old and young, with the message of mercy, while the 
day of salvation lasts. Not only on special occasions when 
numbers come together to hear the Word, but everywhere 
and always as opportunity is given, to drop a word, for the 
Master, and testify to sinners individually and personally, 
the eternal realities of the love and grace of God. The 
words of the aged apostle, on the eve of his martyrdom, to 
Timothy regarding his path of service, include the striking 
words—"Be instant in season, out of season" (2 Tim. iv. 2): 
that is, not only at such times as may be considered "season
able" by men of the world, but even at other times which 
may appear to be "out of season." These are to be bought 
up by the servant of God, and made use of. How often a 
passing word on the street, in a railway train, at a funeral; 
a text quoted, a warning given, or a simple remark made, 
has been winged to the conscience and the heart, as the 
arrow of conviction, or the word of peace. But in order to 
do this kind of work effectually, the man of God must be 
ever on his watch, and waiting on his Master for the right 
word, and the proper opportunity to speak it. " In season, 
out of season/' does not mean that we are to rashly and 
inconsiderately assail everybody at all times with the truth of 
God. Much harm has been done, and unnecessary oppo
sition has been raised, by unwise and ill-seasoned attempts 
to reach careless souls with the warnings and invitations of 

w 
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the Word. The servant of the Lord, walking in His counsel, 
may often have to overstep what the religious world calls the 
" line of prudence," but if he has in his own soul the 
assurance that he is in the current of the Spirit's leading, he 
can well afford to be sneered at by those who are guided by 
the world's opinion of things. The great thing is to be 
always watching at the Master's gate, ready to run His errands 
at a moment's notice, and to speak the Word that He has 
given to saint and sinner, old and young, " in season, out of 
season." In no part of the great field of God's husbandry 
is such service of greater value, than among those who are 
young in years. " A word fitly spoken," when the heart is 
touched, the conscience aroused, the mind occupied with 
eternal things, has in hundreds of well-known instances, been 
used of God to convert the soul, and win the heart for Christ. 
Let it be our aim, beloved fellow-servants, to watch and be 
ever ready to run His errands and speak His message, " in 
season, out of season." 

Fruit That Remains. 

" We had a lot of professions during a series of special 
meetings held here lately, but I regret to say very few of 
those who professed now remain. They seemed to be 
carried away by the excitement—singing and story-telling 
formed the chief stock of the preacher—and as soon as it 
was over, they dropped off." 

Yes, and wherever singing, story-telling, and sensational 
methods take the place of the seed of God's Word, and the 
work of the Holy Ghost, hypocrites are sure to be manu
factured. When will people learn that God's work can only 
be done in God's way, and by those whom He has called 
and qualified as His workmen. 
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"Our Teacher Cried/' 

HE power of real heart-interest in those to whom we 
speak the Word of life was finely illustrated the other 
day when a collier boy told to a few of us the story 

of his conversion, as follows—" I was a very careless scholar, 
and did all that I could to make the other boys in the class 
like myself, by working mischief during the lesson. I knew 
it was wrong, and often felt ashamed of myself, but such was 
the power that the devil had over me, that I seemed to get 
worse and worse. One Sunday, our teacher was unable to 
continue the Lesson, we were so very unruly, so he sat down 
and wept. We all laughed at him, and thought we had 
triumphed, but deep down in our hearts we felt ashamed of 
our conduct. On the way home one said to the rest, 'Did 
you notice that our teacher cried this afternoon?' 'Yes,' said 
another ' It was really too bad to go on the way we did.' 
We parted, all I believe awakened to see our wickedness, and 
convinced of our teacher's real interest in us as seen in his 
tears. That afternoon was a turning-point with me. Not 
that I was converted, but my teacher's tears I could not 
forget. I thought to myself: he must have real love for me 
before he could cry like that, and he must believe that hell 
to which he sees I am going is real, else he would not have 
cried. Conviction of sin was deepened, and I was made 
really anxious to be saved. So were some of the other lads. 
Now thank God we are all saved." Yes, there is real power 
in heart-sympathy. It may not always appear in the falling 
tear, but when there is heart in one's service, it must make 
its power to be felt. See that your heart is in your work, 
and that the love of Christ dwells in you. Words spoken 
from the heart, in God's power, must make their mark. 

W 
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The Man at God's Right Hand. 
Y faith I look where Christ has gone, 

And see, upon His Father's throne, 
A Man with glory crowned: 

His brow is marred, and on His side— 
Whence flowed the cleansing crimson tide— 
And hands, and feet, a wound. 

Here is the record of the past, 
Fruit of my sins that bound Him fast 
To that degrading tree; 
In every wound I read my guilt, 
And thank Him that His blood was spilt 
To set my conscience free. 

I look again, and now I see 
That blessed Man engaged for me— 
His hands uplifted high : 
Upon the throne of God He pleads, 
God's great High Priest, He intercedes, 
And so preserves me nigh. 

Once more I gaze upon that face— 
And lo ! as if to leave His place, 
He seems about to rise; 
His promise is, " I quickly Come !" 
I know He will, and fetch me home, 
To praise Him in the skies. 

What love !—He washed my sins away, 
Thus boldness in the judgment day 
For me there doth remain; 
What grace !—now occupied with me, 
He wills I should His glory see, 
When He returns again. 
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The Bible Students' Class. 

SUBJECT FOE THE MONTH: " COMMUNION." 
Y^OMMUNION has been spoken of as "having and holding 
jy^ things in common/' When the prodigal re

turned to his father and his home, his welcome was 
followed by the word—" Let us eat and be merry " (Luke 
xv. 25). The former illustrates salvation, the latter 
communion. " Truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with His Son Jesus Christ" (1 John i. 4 ) ; and there is 
also "the communion of the Holy Ghost" (2 Cor. xiii. 14), 
and the fellowship of saints (1 John i. 7). The enjoyment 
of the soul's communion with Christ, is vividly set forth in 
the mystic language of the Song of Solomon. Sin allowed 
and indulged, unfits the saint for communion: confession 
and cleansing must precede restoration (1 John i. 9) to it. 
Communion is more than prayer. In prayer we speak to 
God, and tell Him our wants. It is more than praise : in 
praise we express our thanks to God for blessing received. 
In communion, the soul listens while God speaks, and 
speaks which God listens. The Spirit begets prayer within 
the saint (Rom. viii. 27), and brings of the things of Christ to 
him (John xvi. 14). Communion is maintained in the way of 
obedience (John xiv. 23), by walking in the light (1 John i. 
6), and by the strength of the Holy Spirit (Eph iii. 16). 

" The communion of saints " is the joint-participation of 
believers in what God has given them. There are various 
aspects of communion. (1) The soul's communion with 
God and Christ by the Holy Spirit (Psa. xlii. 1, 2 ; lxiii 1, 
5, 8). (2) Communion of saint with saint (Phil. ii. 1, 25). 
(3) The communion of saints collectively—in the assembly 
(Acts ii. 42, 47). The communion of the Lord's Supper 
(1 Cor. x. 16). (5) In service (Phil. ii. 22; Rom. xvi. 3, 4). 
(6) In liberality (Phil iv. 15). (7) In suffering (2 Tim. i. 16). 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Glasses, and Home Headings. 

Seven Daily Texts on each Subject will be found in " The Gospel Almanac." 

JesilS Christ our Del iverer .—He came to give deliverance 
(Luke iv. 18), from the lowest hell (Psa. lxxxvi. 13). He delivers from 
coming wrath (1 Thess. i. 10), from the power of darkness (Col. i. 13), 
from the law (Rom. vii. 6), from the present world (Gal. i. 4), from 
every evil work (2 Tim. iv. 18). He is able to deliver (Dan. iii. 17) 
His people, but for wise reasons He often tests their faith before 
He does it. Then they sing their songs of deliverance (Psa. xxxii. 7). 

JeSUS Christ our Defender.—The Lord is the defence of His 
people (Psa. lvix. 16) : defending, He delivers (Isa. xxxi. 5) them 
from their foes, and saves them (Psa. xxxi. 2) from those that hate 
them (Psa. lix. 1-16). Therefore they praise Him (Psa. v. 11), and 
make it their business to defend what belongs to Him (comp. 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 12, with Jude 3, Phil. i. 17). 

JeSUS Christ our Peace .—He made peace on the Cross (Col. i. 
20) : He preaches peace (Acts x. 36, with John x x ) ; He gives peace 
(John xiv. 27); He is our peace (Eph. i. 14). The believer possesses 
peace (Rom. v. 1), he is shod with peace. He keeps in perfect peace 
those who trust Him (Isa. xxvi. 3). He publishes peace. His paths 
are paths of peace. Great peace have all who love God's law (Psa. 
cxix. 165) : the peace of God keeps the minds of all who cast their 
care in prayer on God (Phil. iv. 7). The God of peace is with those 
who do His will (Phil. iv. 9). 

JeSUS Christ OUr Pat tern .—He left us an example (1 Pet. ii. 
21). We are to run the race looking unto Jesus (Heb. xii. 2 ) ; to 
follow Him (John xxi. 22); to do as He did (John xiii. 12) ; to be 
imitators of Him (1 Thes. i. 6 ) ; to grow up into Him (Eph. iv. 15); 
to be conformed to Him (Rom. viii. 20), and, finally, to be like Him 
(1 John iii. 3). This is our calling. 

JeSUS Christ OUr P o w e r . —By nature we are "wi thout 
strength " (Rom. v. 4). In the Lord there is righteousness and 
strength (Isa. xlv. 24. His strength is perfected in weakness (2 Cor. 
xii. 9). His people are kept by the power of God (1 Pet, i. 4). 
Believers are to be strong in the Lord, and in the power of Hi» 
might (Eph, vi. 10). They are to go in His strength (Psa. lxxi. 16). 
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Notes on Bible Lessons for Sunday Schools* 

THESE Notes are for the use of Teachers, and are intended to lead to further 
searching of, and meditation on the Word of God. They are in connection with 
the Lessons given in "The Sunday School Scheme for 1897," %$ per 100: and in 
"The Children's Almanac and Bible Searching Text Book for 1897/' A* per 100, 
both published in Kilmarnock. Let each Subject be prayerfully read, and 
thought over, then adapted to the capacities of the scholars. 

August 8th—A Companion Lost and One Won.—Acts xv. 36. 
MEMORY TEXT, 2 Timothy i. 9. 

A Pastoral Visit—A Sharp Contention—A Parting—A Meeting. 

FROM the bosom of the Church at Antioch, Paul goes forth on what 
has been called his " Second Missionary Journey," and a remarkable 
journey it was in many respects, chiefly in the triumphs of the 
Gospel, and its spread until it reached Europe. The word of Paul to 
Barnabas in verse 36, shews, that his desire was first to see those 
who had been converted during their former visit, for well he knew 
the enemy was ever seeking to entrap and lead away into paths of 
backsliding those who had become disciples of the Lord. An 
incident occurred at this point which separated the two devoted 
servants of Christ. Barnabas determined (or was minded, R.v.) to 
take Avith them John Mark, his relative (Col. iv. 10), but Paul 
looking at the matter as it affected the glory of God and the well-
fare of His work, thought otherwise, owing to the fact that this 
young man had shewn his fickleness, or unfitness for endurance, by 
running away from them on their former tour (Acts xiii. 13), and 
returning to Jesusalem, where his mother lived (Acts xii. 12). 
There is no question as to Mark being a Christian, but he evidently 
was not then fitted for so arduous work, and Paul saw it and plainly 
spoke his mind. Many a young Christian is spoiled by being led or 
forced into a place that he has neither gift nor grace to fill. So Paul 
parted with Barnabas, the man to whom he owed so much (Acts 
ix. 27 : xi. 25), and so far as Scripture shews, they never met again. 
Barnabas went to his own country, Crypus (verse 40, with chapter 
iv. 36), and Paul received Silas, or Silvanus (see 1 Thess. i. 1) in 
place of Barnabas, and soon after God raised up Timothy in place 
of Mark—who was to him a " t r u e child" 1 Tim. i. 2, R.v.) and 
fellow-labourer (Phil. ii. 22) to the end of his course. Mark in 
later years was also restored to him, no longer fickle, but "profitable" 
for service (2 Tim. iv. 11). 
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August 15th—The Gospel enters Europe.—Acts xvi. 6-40. 
MEMORY TEXT, Acts xvi. 31. 

A Vision—A Gall—A Quick Passage—First Fruits to Christ. 

I N a vision of the night, while at Troas, on the shore of the 
Hellespont, Paul saw a man of Macedonia standing on the opposite 
ooast, beckoning him to "come over" and help. In that solitary 
figure, Paul seemed to see Europe represented, and in that cry, a 
welcome to its shores with the glad tidings of salvation. " Assuredly 
gathering" that this was a call from God, he and his company 
"immediately"—there was no delay or hesitation—set sail for the 
West, and thus through the mercy of God, the Gospel found its 
way to this Continent and its Isles, which have for all these centuries 
enjoyed its light. Prompt obedience to God's call is always blessed 
and honoured. Favoured with fair winds, they sailed in " a straight 
course"—God can rule wind and waves for His Gospel's progress 
still—and reached Neapolis, a chief seaport (see map) next day; 
thence to Philippi, the capital. The beginning of the Gospel's 
triumphs fill up the chapter. A woman—Lydia by name—was 
Christ's first disciple in Europe. A bright one she was too. See 
how quick progress she made. Convicted, converted, confessing 
Christ, baptised, shewing hospitality. Fai th in Christ first; 
"Faithful to the Lord" (verse 15) next. An opened heart (verse 
14), an opened house (verse 15). The second convert, a woman 
also, one of a different kind, not a pious, praying woman, but a poor 
slave of Satan, a fortune-teller. Yet God loved her and Christ 
saved her. Satan roared and imprisoned the preachers. Here again 
he was defeated, the jailor and his house were converted, and the 
first-fruits of Europe, and of the Church of Philippi, to whom an 
Epistle was written, were gathered. There is something grand in 
whole households being converted ! As the Gospel began in Europe, 
saving entire households, old and young, so may it still do. It 
certainly will, if it is preached as God would have it. 

August 22nd—Paul a t Athens.—Acts xvii. 15-34. 
MEMORY TEXT, Acts xvii. 31. 

A City oj Learning—A Solitary Witness—A Great Gathering— 
Receivers and Rejectors—Fruit to God. 

ATHENS, the capital of Greece, the centre of the world's philosophy, 
a city of great renown for its ancient warfare and glory, must also 
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hear the Gospel. After cruel treatment at Thessalonica, Paul entered 
Anthens alone (1 Thess. iii. 1). Waiting for his companions, his 
spirit was stirred, as he saw the idolatry around him (who's would 
not, who loves the Lord and the souls of men?), and he began to 
preach " Jesus and the resurrection," in the synagogue and in the 
market daily. News of this spread, as it ever will, and some of the 
philosophers asked Paul to Mars Hill, the celebrated court of the 
judges, there to make a statement of his doctrine. His address there 
is a wonderful combination of wisdom, tact, and faithfulness, 
appealing to the understanding and the conscience, leading up to 
the judgment, where he left them, before the appointed Judge 
(verse 31)—a fine sample of how sinners, old and young, should be 
reached with God's message. The result was, his audience wras 
divided, into three groups—(1) mockers (verse 32), (2) procrastina-
tors (verse 32), (3) believers (verse 33). One of them an Areopagite, 
one of the judges or philosophers, a most unlikely, convert found in 
a most unlikely place. But God's Gospel works wonders, then and 
now. Let us sound it forth everywhere and always : God will own 
it. Paul left Athens, and we have no account that he ever visited 
it again. There is little room in the world's philosophic centres for 
Christ. 

August 29th—The Gospel at Corinth.—Acts xviii. M7. 

MEMORY TEXT, 1 Cor. vi. 11. 

Quiet Witnessing—Public Preaching—Tumults—Converts. 

FOR eighteen months Corinth, the chief commercial city of Achaia, 
was next visited with the Gospel. Luxurious, proud, profligate, 
the very centre of licentiousness and refined wickedness, it was 
little wonder that Paul entered it in "fear and trembling " (1 Cor. ii. 
3). To begin in public to declare His message, which he determined 
would be Christ crucified (1 Cor. ii. 2), he judged unwise, so he 
began to work at his trade, with two true friends and fellow-saints, 
Priscilla and Aquila, preaching as he had the opportunity to Jews 
and Greeks. Joined by Silas and Timothy (v. 5), his spirit warms— 
such is the effect of true fellowship — and he openly preaches the 
Gospel (1 Cor. xv. 3) to the Jews, who would not listen ; then out 
to the Gentiles, whose moral condition is well described in 1 Cor. 
vi. 11, as their natural and national degradation is in Eph. ii. 12. 
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Crispus, the synagogue ruler, with all his house, was converted 
(v. 8) and baptized (1 Cor i. 14), and " many " others (v. 8). There 
was a tumult, a prosecution, and Sosthenes, another synagogue 
ruler, was beaten, very likely because he sympathized with Pcaul. 
Soon after he was converted, and became a fellow-labourer of Paul 
(com. v. 17 with 1 Cor. i. 1). Those saved were instructed in God's 
ways (1 Cor. xi. 2), and an assembly of Christians was formed, to 
whom the two epistles to the Corinthians were addressed. In these 
we learn what God uses to save sinners. The message (1 Cor. i. 18), 
the messenger (1 Cor. i. 27), the power (1 Cor. ii. 4), the converts 
(1 Cor. vi. 11). 

Sept. 5th—A Girl Raised to Life-—Luke viii. 41-56. 

MEMORY TEXT, John v. 24. 

Death—Scoffing—Faith—Life—Food. 

T H E death and resurrection of this Jewish maiden, is full of 
instruction. Dispensationally, it shews the casting off, and receiv
ing again as from the dead (Rom. xi. 15) of the " daughter of Zion." 
Evangelically, it shews the sinner's state, and God's way of salva
tion. She was an only child, her parents' joy and hope, but she 
died, and hope fled with life (see Eph. ii. 12). They hired 
minstrels—scoffers. These, like all the world's efforts and the 
Church's ceremonies, could do nothing for the dead child. She 
needed life : so does the sinner. Christ alone; personal contact 
with the Son of God, brings life to dead souls. To the father— 
"believe only" (verse 50)—a word for parents and teachers. He 
spake the Word—Divine power (see John v. 24-25). Took her by 
the hand—human tenderness. Made alive (Eph. ii. 1), raised up 
(Eph. ii. 6) : then food (1 Pet. ii. 2 : v. 3). Christ is still the Life-
giver (John xiv. 6 : Rev. xxii. 17): He quickens souls by His Word 
(John vi. 63), and on that Word the living feed (Job xxiii. 12: 
Jer. xv. 16). He will yet quicken and raise dead bodies; first, His 
saints (1 Cor. xv. 5 3 : 1 Thess. iv. 17) for glory: afterwards, 
sinners (John v. 26-28: Rev. xx. 11) for judgment. " Her parents 
were astonished "—how often are we when we see the sinners saved, 
whereas we should always be expecting it. This is what God has 
sent His Gospel for, and what parents, teachers, and all who make 
it known, should look for continuously. 
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Answers to Correspondents. 
M. R., London, wr i t e s :—" Several of our teachers are in the 

habit of preaching and assisting at Services in Missions belonging to 
various churches in the district, and in return, get workers from 
these Missions to address the children in our Sunday School, and 
sometimes to teach the classes. Only a week or two ago, a young 
churchman, who is a firm believer in Baptismal Regeneration, was 
brought to teach a class, and of course he made known his views. I 
cannot see this to be of God. If we had to come out from the 
churches, as some of us did, because of their unscriptural doctrines, 
surely it cannot be right to open the door of our schools for these 
doctrines, and for those who hold and teach them ? 

Surely not. But some are so anxious to shew their liberality that 
they go anywhere, no matter how unscriptural the associations are, 
and of course bring their friends with whom they fraternize, no 
matter how unscriptural their doctrines, to return the compliment. 
In this way the devil sows his tares, and spreads his leaven. Why 
do those who have God's t ru th " stand at ease" and let such conduct 
pass ? Are they afraid to speak out ? Has God's truth no claim to 
be defended from the enemy ? I t is a false charity and a guilty 
silence for any one worth the name of a Christian to allow a bearer 
of evil doctrine into the circle where he is, and has a voice, without 
speaking out against it. An honest, definite protest, backed up by 
Scripture, carries weight and conviction, and is always used to 
open the eyes and exercise the consciences of those who fear the 
Lord, and own the Authority of His Word. If those in authority 
persist in bringing in those who are unsound in the faith, and others 
who are in associations where false doctrines and unscriptural 
practices are tolerated, and gloried in, they should be firmly resisted. 
This will either cause them to yield, or shew that they do not want 
Scripture rule, in which case come out from then. 

Questions and Answers. 
Q. Where there is a scarcity of teachers, and quite a number of 

children, how would you do ? [A. Address them as a whole, if it 
be impossible to form them into classes ; but no form of teaching is 
so effectual with young folks as class teaching. Surely if there are 
believers with you, some are sufficiently interested to take a class.] 
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Work and Workers amongst the Young. 
Brief, crisp Reports of sound Gospel Work, Special Services, Sunday School Work, 

and all other efforts on godly and Scriptural lines to spread the good news 
among: Young Folks, always welcome for this page. 

HOLIDAY WORK.—During July, many of the Lord's servants who 
labour for Him amongst the young, have been spending their holi
days, by sea-coast and in the country, where many excellent oppor
tunities occur for making known the Gospel, to those who seldom 
hear it. We rejoice to hear of efforts being made in many corners 
in this humble way, and in circulating sound and pure Gospel 
literature. The seed thus cast upon the waters will be found again, 
even should it be after many days. 

M R GEORGE BENNETT, of York, who for many summers has made 
special efforts among the children at watering-places on the Welsh 
coast, hopes to be at Aberystwith from about middle of July, and 
may go to Barmouth toward the end of August. Any of the Lord's 
people going to these parts, will be welcomed as helpers. 

JOHANNESBURG.—"We are not without tokens of the Lord's 
blessing, in the work of making known the Gospel amongst the young 
folks here. There are many drawbacks, but we look to God and 
take courage.'3 

SHANGHAI, C H I N A . — " There is a small Sunday School here, audit 
is pleasing to see some of the young folks so dilligent in searching 
the Word.55 

BRITISH GUIANA.—From Georgetown and other places where there 
are schools along the river, we have received a packet of 255 Bible 
Searching Text Books, with the Daily Texts found and filled in. 
This is a pleasing sight. I t tells of real interest in the Word of God, 
and shews that those who labour for Christ out there, make much of 
the Blessed Book. No wonder there are hundreds of hearty, active 
believers in the assemblies of God's people, when hi the days of youth 
the Word is well sown in their hearts. There can be no solid work 
without i t : with it, there never fails to be. God always honours 
His own Word. 

JUBILEE GIFTS.—A brother in Christ gave 600 volumes of "The 
Young Watchman,J3 and " Our Little Ones' Treasury," to the school 
children in the place where he lives—one to each child. May God 
use them to the families into which they have gone. 



Marks of Genuine Conversion to God. 

T is greatly to be feared that a good deal of what passes 
under the name of conversion now-a-days, is not con
version according to God's estimate of that term at all. 

The glowing reports that one is accustomed to hear at 
meetings, and to read in periodicals, of "souls being saved," 
leads us naturally to expect to see in such places, groups 
of happy, hearty, and holy saints, whose lives are the witness 
that God has been at work in their midst. Thanks be unto 
His Name, there are such places to be still seen on earth : 
places where, as at Thessalonica, there is no need for the 
preacher to " speak anything " (1 Thess. i. 8) : the converts 
"themselves shew" (v. 9) that the Lord has been working 
there of a truth. But he must be a very careless observer 
of the things around him, who does not see with sorrow of 
heart, that there is a vast amount of professed conversion, 
which has no such marks to commend it, either to the 
church or the world. Many, very many are accredited as 
being converted, whose lives bear no resemblance to the 
standard and pattern of Christianity as given in the Word of 
God. Their profession is all that they have. They say 
they have been converted, and in many cases this is accepted 
without question, and nothing further looked for, save it may 
be the " text " that was used, and the " date " on which they 
professed. We do not believe that it is safe, or according 
to God to accredit such persons, whether old or young, as 
" converts/' in the absence of other evidences that they have 
been born of God. The conversions recorded in Scripture 
are all marked by a definite turning to God, a complete 
breaking with the world, a thorough change of life. Not 
that all will manifest their conversion in exactly the same 
way, or have the same measure of clearness, decision, or 
devotion to God. We do not expect the child of tender 
years, who has never known " the depths of Satan " in open 

J 
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sin and reckless living, to shew the new life in exactly the 
same manner as the converted drunkard and profligate. It 
were folly to look for this. But wherever there is the life of 
God in a soul, implanted there by a genuine new birth, that 
life must attest its presence by rising upward in some sort of 
way to the God from Whom it came. Its presence in the 
soul will turn the man Godward, to find in God, His 
Christ and His Word, His satisfaction and delight There 
will also be a breaking with the world, and the follies that 
formerly occupied the heart. The things that once charmed 
and pleased, will cease to be the objects of the renewed 
mind, and the Christ-filled heart. Their power and spell 
will be broken, hence it will be the easiest thing possible to 
turn from them. These two marks of genuine conversion, 
are what we should expect to see in all who confess them
selves the Lord's. They are what the Scripture shews to 
have been so in early times. The Thessalonian converts 
" turned to God from idols " (1 Thess. i. 9). The new life 
in them turned them to the living and true God from whom 
it came, and at the same time won them from their idols and 
their sins. This is what all who watch for souls, and seek 
to win them by the Gospel to Christ, should expect to see 
in all who confess the Saviour's Name. It is not so much 
doing great things for the Lord Jesus, or speaking well of 
Him—although these will not be awanting—as a heart 
turned to Christ, a life won for Christ, and a man 
following after Christ, that marks a genuine case 
of conversion. May all who serve the Lord Christ, and 
especially those who labour amongst the young, seeking 
their conversion, keep before them the Divine standard, and 
the true marks of a genuine conversion to God, and use only 
such means as God has commanded, and can approve of 
and bless, to bring it about. 
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The Bible Students' Class. 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH: "BACKSLIDING." 
HE term "backsliding" has come to be applied to 

almost every form of a believer's departure from 
God. In the Old Testament, the word is used to 

describe the departure of God's ancient people under the 
symbol of a backsliding heifer (Hosea iv. 16), who, when 
under the yoke, refuses to hearken to its owner's word, and pulls 
away the shoulder (margin—"gives a backsliding shoulder") 
(Zee. vii. 11) to have its own way, hurting itself so, that it 
requires healing (Hosea xiv. 4). There are two forms of 
backsliding mentioned in the Word. 

1. Backsliding in the heart. " The backslider in heart 
shall be filled with his own ways " (Prov. xiv. 14). " Keep 
thine heart above all keeping, for out of it are the issues of 
life" (Prov. iv. 23—margin). "An evil heart of unbelief in 
departing from the living God" (Heb. iii. 12). The Church 
of Ephesus had reached this stage, when it " left" its first 
love (Rev. ii. 4). The preventitives of heart backsliding are, 
with purpose of heart to cleave unto the Lord (Acts xi. 23), 
drawing near to God with a true heart (Heb. x. 22), doing 
His will from the heart (Eph. vi. 6), and allowing the Word 
of God to judge the intents of the heart (Heb. iv. 12). 

2. Backsliding i?i way. "My people are bent to backsliding 
from Me " (Hosea xi. 7). " Thy backslidings shall reprove 
thee" (Jer. ii. 19). " Demas hath forsaken me, having 
loved this present world" (2 Tim. iv. 10.) Some back
slide openly, and fall into such sins as render it needful 
to put them from the company of the Lord's people (1 Cor. 
v. 13), until they have repented and been restored (2 Cor. 
ii. 6-7); but by far the greater number of those who back
slide drift into the world—commercial, social, or religious. 

w 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects-
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Home Headings. 

Seven Daily Texts on each Subject will be found in " The Gospel Almanac." 

JeSUS Christ the B e l o v e d . — " I will send My beloved Son" 
(Luke xx. 13), was the purpose of God from the beginning. Types 
and fore-shadowings of Him are seen in Isaac, the beloved and 
obedient son of Abraham (Gen. xxii), in Joseph, the beloved son of 
Jacob, hated and rejected by his brethren (Gen. xxxvii). In 
the fulness of time God sent forth His Son (Gal. iv. 4), testifying 
of Him in His humiliation and obedience " This is My beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleased55 (Matt. iii. 17), and again in His 
glory and kingdom (Matt. xvii. 5) with the added word—4 ' hear ye 
Him "—believers are accepted in the Beloved (Eph. i. 6). They also 
are "beloved of God55 (Rom. i. 7). 

JeSUS Christ t h e B r e a d Of Life.—Man as a sinner is perish
ing with hunger (Luke xv. 17) ; he is unsatisfied (Isa. Iv. 2). God 
has provided bread. Jesus says, " I am the Bread of Life55 (John 
vi. 35). The living Bread that came came down from heaven (John 
vi. 41), of which God bids the sinner eat and live (verse 58). Christ 
received, accepted, believed on, gives life (1 John v. 12). He also 
sustains life in the saint. Eating of Him (Isa. Iv. 2 : John vi. 57) 
the believer lives by Him. He is satisfied with the Bread of Heaven 
(Psa. cv. 40), and has no craving for the things of the wTorld. 

Jesus Christ the Foundation.—"He is the Rock55 (Deut. 
xxxii. 4), the sure foundation (Isa. xxviii. 16), upon which 
He is building His church (Matt. xvi. 18), the Living Stone (1 Pet, 
ii. 4) to Whom coming, sinners are saved (Acts iv. 12) and made to 
sing (Psa. xl. 3). There is no other foundation (1 Cor. iii. 11): it 
stands for ever sure (2 Tim. ii. 19). No believer on Him shall ever 
be confounded (1 Pet. ii. 6) or left to perish (John x. 29). Founded 
upon this Rock, the saint stands secure (Luke vi. 48), while the false 
professor on his foundation of sand perishes (Matt. vii. 27). 

JeSUS Christ t h e Faithful .—' 4 Faithful to Him tha t appointed 
Him 55 (Heb. iii. 2) ; merciful and faithful to us (Heb. ii. 17); faith
ful as the Promiser (Heb. x. 23). The faithful witness (Rev. i. 5) in 
the midst of a world where unfaithfulness to God marks the path of 
all. He is now in resurrection, faithful to establish (2 Thess. iii. 3), 
to keep (1 Pet. iv. 19), and to glorify His people (2 Tim. ii. 13). 
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Notes on Bible Lessons for Sunday Schools. 

THESE Notes are for the use of Teachers, and are intended to lead to further 
searching of, and meditation on the Word of God. They are in connection with 
the Lessons given in " T h e Sunday School Scheme for 1807," fin per 100: and in 
"The Children's Almanac and Bible Searching Text Hook for 1897," /,# per 100, 
both published in Kilmarnock. Let each Subject be prayerfully read, and 
thought over, then adapted to the capacities of the scholars. 

Sept. 12th—A Sypo-phenieian Girl Cured.—Mark vii. 24-31. 
MEMORY TEXT, Psalm ciii. 3. 

Conscious Need—A False Position—Grace and Truth. 
THIS demon-possessed Syro-phenician girl, helpless in the grasp of 
the great Adversary, is a fitting but sad illustration of the unre-
generate one, still under the sway of " t h e power of darkness." 
She was " young." Not only the debased, and reprobate, fall victims 
to his Satanic skill, but every child of Adam by nature, enters his 
kingdom, and submits to his power. Unable to leave the house 
(verse 30), she must have been doomed; but hearing of the presence 
of the wonder-working Jesus in the vicinity, a mother's affection 
seeks Him out. The meeting of this Gentile woman and the Son of 
God, is full of Gospel lessons. 

(1) She realised Tier need. The strong beseechings (verse 26), 
clearly show this. The first precedent of conversion is conviction, 
a realisation of the soul's deep need (see Isa. vi. o : Job xl. 4 : 
Luke xv. 18). 

(2) She acknowledged the poiver of the Lord Jesus. She never 
seemed to question for a moment His ability to cure : and so only 
when the sinner finds anything short of Christ is but a " broken 
reed,53 affording no support, and is shut up entirely to Him, and 
His finished work, can he be saved. 

(3) She made a mistake. She evidently overlooked the fact that 
as a Gentile and outsider, she had absolutely no claim to the 
national privileges of Israel. She addressed H i m — " 0 Lord, thou 
Son of David " (Matt. xv. 22) : His name in relation to Israel. I t 
seemed a trivial error, but underneath it lay a great truth, and He 
who was " full of t r u t h " would put it right. " H e answered her 
not a word" (Matt. xv. 23). How unlike Him : even His disciples 
must have marvelled : but it was the silence of unbending truth. 
Importunately she still pleads, this time dropping the name " Son 
of David," and simply saying—" LORD, help me." Even this was 
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not true ground. He must bring her down yet : so replies—" It is 
not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it unto the clogs." 
How pride-degrading were these words. The Eastern dog was not 
the domesticated animal such as we have, but a creature which 
usually found its place outside the homes of humanity, living on 
offal and whatever might be picked up. " W i t h o u t are dogs" 
(Rev. xxii. 15). Most humiliating as was the place, she took it. 
" Yes, Lord,"—call me a dog if you please, a poor Gentile I am— 
" yet the dogs under the table eat of the children's crumbs.55 I t was 
enough. Truth gave her, her true place: faith accepted i t : and grace 
then met her in richest fulness, giving her the desire of her heart. 
Gentile sinners are in the far off place, " aliens from the common
wealth of Israel55 (Eph. ii. 12). As such, Divine righteousness and 
truth could only condemn u s ; but Sovereign Grace overleapt the 
barrier at the death of Christ (Eph. ii. 14), and now, by taking the 
place truth assigns us, and trusting only to the Christ of God, we 
are borne in the arms of Grace, into a nearer relationship by far 
than national covenant could ever put us into (Gal. iii. 26). 

September 1 9 t h - T h e W i d o w ' s Only Boy.—Luke vii. 11-17. 

MEMORY TEXT, Psalm lxxxvi. 13. 

Beauty—Death—Devotion—Love—Life—Joy. 

T H E scene of this affecting incident w7as " a city called Nain,35 on 
the borders of Issachar, three miles from Mount Tabor. Nain 
means "Beau ty , " type of the world: its beauty stained by sin; 
death and tears the result. " His disciples " and "much p e o p l e s -
two classes—still found following J e sus : truly " born again55 ones 
and mere professors. " A t the gate of the city "—Eastern cities are 
walled and have gates—there the two companies met. The dead 
and sorrowing in one: the Lifegiver and living in another. " A n 
only son,55 his mother a widow: her last hope gone. " T h e Lord 
saw her55 (verse 13). Very seldom in the Gospels is Jesus called " the 
Lord :55 here the reason is obvious. His Name of Divine power 
and authority. He is " t h e Lord of dead and living.55 " H e had 
compassion:55 His perfect human sympathy. Mighty God, yet 
perfect Man. " He came55—" He touched55 - " He said.55 Blessed 
Gospel tidings: He "came" from glory, from the Father (1 John iv. 9). 
He "touched,55 became Man, in our likeness (Rom. viii. 3), yet was 
always Himself " without s in" (Heb. vii. 26). He "speaks55 the life-
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giving ward (John v. 24), and will speak the resurrection word to 
saint and sinner (1 Thess. iv. 16: John v. 29). " S a t up55—proof 
of life: type of conversion: "Began to speak"—confession of 
Christ (Rom. x. 9 ) : "Delivered him to his mother" (verse 15): 
restoration and re-union. I t has its answer now in the conversion 
of our children (see Mark. v. 19 : Luke xv. 24), and is a pledge and 
foretaste of the re-unions and restorations of the resurrection 
morning, when dead and living re-united, shall gather around the 
Lord (1 Thess. iv. 17). 

September 26th—The Dumb Lad Cured.—Mark ix. H-29. 
MEMORY TEXT, Psalm xl. 3. 

Disciples—Crowd—Father—Child—Deliverer. 

FROM the Transfiguration with its glory, down to the valley to find 
an. anxious father, demon-possessed boy, a cavilling crowd, a circle of 
helpless disciples. 

(1) The Helpless Disciples. They could not cast the demon ou t : 
their prayerlessness and self-importance evidently the cause (see verse 
29-33)—solemn word to Christian workers. 

(2) The Cavilling Crowd (verse 14). Curiosity had brought them 
evidently: there are curiosity-seeing crowds still, follow every new 
thing; no link with Christ. 

(3 An Anxious Father. "Brough t unto Thee my son "—parents, 
teachers, should do so still. " B r i n g him unto Me55—the Lord's 
response. He never sends a n^edy one empty away. He had 
faith (verse 24). The word in verse 23, is true still. 

(4) The Afflicted Boy. " Of a child " (verse 21)—from his birth. 
The sinner's- state by nature (Eph. ii. 3). led captive by the devil 
(2 Tim. ii. 26), " T h e spirit tha t now worketh in the children of 
disobedience" (Eph. ii. 3).. In. the presence of Jesus the demon 
44 tare him"—the last effort of Satan before final deliverance: 
44 wallowed foaming," the sinner is often most desperate just before 
deliverance and conversion, 

(5) The Mighty Deliverance. The Lord was there : He is here 
still doing the same work by the Gospel (Rom. i. 16 : 1 Cor. i. 18-24). 
At His Word the power of the devil was broken, the soul is delivered 
(Col. i. 13), and the saved one is " lifted u p ' ' (verse 27 with Eph. 
ii. 6), to walk in newness of life (Rom. vi. 4), a follower of, and 
witness for the Lord Jesus. 



io6 The Sunday School Worker's Magazine, 

October 3rd—Three Years in Ephesus.—Acts xix. 1-40. 
MEMORY TEXT, Eph. ii. 10. 

A Heathen City—Gospel Triumphs—A Bright Witness—Opposition. 
W H A T is commonly known as the " Third Missionary Journey" of 
Paul, began from Antioch, about A.D. 54. After visiting the 
churches of Galatia (Chap, xviii. 23), he came, as previously 
promised (verse 21), to Ephesus, the most celebrated city, and 
capital of Asia, and the residence of the Roman Pro-consul, with its 
georgeous temple of Diana their goddess, in which her image was 
enshrined. There was also a synagogue of the Jews, into which, 
Paul went, and for three months used what liberty was given to 
" speak of Christ and the Kingdom of God." Some were saved, and 
became " disciples," others "believed not," were "hardened," 
and became opposers (verse 9)—as is ever the case when the Gospel 
is preached ; it must be a savour of life or of death (2 Cor. ii. 15). 
" Separated the disciples " (verse 9). A necessary thing. I t is not 
good for young believers to be in tumults or quarrels, better to be 
quietly learning the mind of God, as in " t h e School of Tyrannus.35 

Thus the three classes stood out clear and distinct as in 1 Cor. x. 32 : 
Jews in synagogue ; Gentiles in Diana's Temple ; Church of God in 
Tyrannus5 School. A great work was done. "Al l in Asia"—probably 
from all par ts—" heard the Word," and for two years daily meetings 
were held, and "house-to-house" (Acts xx. 20), teaching as well. 
Busy days : equally busy " n i g h t s " (xx. 31-34). Verse 18, shews 
what that genuine conviction does : it begins in the heart, the 
life, and works out. The devil's books must go—(some are novel-
readers when saved, better make a bonfire of them), for God's 
Word prevailed (verse 20). The books were valued at £1800. 
But all this aroused the enemy. A silversmith, whose business was 
in making small shrines of Diana's temple, wTith an image in each, 
for home worship (same as Romanists have their crucifix, and image 
of Mary), and of course the work of Grace, the conversion of souls, 
had greatly reduced the sale. This aroused his ire, and he raised 
a row, caught two of Paul's companions, rushed with a crowd to 
the theatre, which is said to have held 50,000, yelling for two 
hours. Yet, amid such scenes God mightily wrought, sinners were 
saved and a church formed, which in its first love did good work 
and bore a bright witness for Christ. I ts after history is traced in 
Acts xx. 17 : 1 Tim. i. 3 : Rev. ii. 1. 
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Correspondence* 
THE LANTERN AND ITS U S E . A Sunday School Teacher says— 

" There are some who question the use of lanterns or pictures of any 
kind as a means of instruction to the young. There is no doubt 
that great discrimination needs to be used, and mere entertainment 
avoided. Personally, I am quite confident, that a set of good Biblical 
views shewn by the lantern may be used to teach Bible truth, and 
make the Gospel plain to the young folks. I was awakened in some 
measure to see my need of a Saviour when quite a lad, but it was 
while a picture of " T h e Brazen Serpent,55 with the dying people 
lying all around it was being shewn through the lantern, and 
explained by our teacher, tha t I really saw, as I never had before, 
that God's way of salvation was by looking to Jesus who died on 
the Cross for sinners. I often use the lantern, and believe it may 
be used with good effect in many a gathering of children, always 
avoiding everything of a comic or ungodly character. [We quite 
endorse our correspondents remarks, and wrould emphasize his war
ning not to introduce the devil's materials, and drag down to the 
level of a third-class " show," what ought to be for solid instruction 
to the children. We heard the other clay of one who takes the 
place of an instructor of the young, shewing through his lantern to 
several hundreds of children " a man swallowing rats,3 ' after what 
was supposed to be a Gospel address. This sort of thing, and those 
who carry it on, ought to be rigidly excluded from our Sunday 
Schools]—Ed. 

Questions and Answers. 
Qt Do you approve of receiving contributions Jrom parents who are 

unconverted, sent by their children ivho are at Sunday School, for the 
carrying on of the ivork? 

A. We believe the pattern of Scripture to be, that God's work 
should be carried on by God's people alone, and that all its neces
sities should be met by the free-will offerings of those of God's 
people who (Exod. xxv. 2 : 2 Cor. viii. 3) give willingly with the 
heart. To squeeze money out of cold-hearted and close-fisted folk 
who say they are Christians, by continual begging, is not God's waj^, 
much less to take money from the unconverted for any purpose 
whatever, to further the Gospel which they reject and despise. No, 
no; God has plenty of money at His command, and to those who 
work for Him, and in His way, He will suffer no lack. 
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Work and Workers amongst tlie Young. 
Brief, crisp Reports of sound Gospel Work, Special Services, Sunday School Work, 

and all other efforts on godly and Scriptural lines to spread the good news 
among Young Folks, always welcome for this page. 

CLYDE, O N T . — " There has been an ingathering of souls to Christ 
here. A number of these who have been saved have obeyed the 
Lord in baptism." 

JOHANNESBURG.—" The school goes on nicely. Sometimes quite 
an interest among the young folks in listening to the Word," 

BARROW-IN-IURNESS.—We have over six hundred scholars in our 
school here, the greater part of whom attend regularly. The Lord 
continues to bless His Word. Four girls professed conversion lately. 

KILMARNOCK.—The Half-Yearly Conference of Teachers, Parents, 
and others serving the Lord amongst the young, will God-willing be 
held in Waterloo Hall, on Saturday, September 25th, at three p.m. 

PLYMOUTH. — " T h e Lord has been graciously working amongst the 
young people in the Raleigh Street Sunday School here. We had 
the joy of seeing six of these who have been recently converted, 
follow the Lord in baptism last Wednesday evening. I t was a 
season of much joy and blessing." 

BOSTON, M A S S . — " W e had an Annual Outing with the children 
lately, and spent a very profitable time. On our return journey, a 
stranger who was struck with the orderly behaviour of the children 
asked who they were, and was present at our meeting in the hall 
after.55 

LANTERNS, with views of Bible Lands, Bible Customs, and 
Missionary Subjects, are used by some with good effect, in inter
esting and instructing the young folks, especially during the winter. 
An occasional week-night with a lantern and a set of really good 
views, well handled and simply described, is most instructive. We 
have made arrangements with one of the best makers, to supply 
their lanterns to Schools at special prices, and we are arranging with 
another for a supply of good slides, suitable for such gatherings. 
Lists and particulars on application. 

T H E CHILDREN'S ALMANAC AND BIBKE SEARCHING TEXT BOOK 

FOR 1898, with all the well-known features of the past thirteen years, 
and a variety of new items of interest, will God-willing be ready by 
end of September. Teachers should order early. 



Fresh and Furnished for Service. 
A Friendly Talk at a Teachers' Tea Meeting. 

Y N this busy age there are very many of those who desire 
J^ to serve the Lord in making known His Name and His 

Gospel to others, who find that they have very little 
time for what has been called "preparation"—or, as it might 
be more simply expressed, for getting themselves into a 
proper spiritual condition in which to deliver their message, 
and for having a proper message to deliver. Among no 
class is this more deeply and consciously felt, than among 
Sunday School Teachers. The reason for this is obvious. 
Unlike the professional preacher, who has all the week, or day 
as the case may be, to " prepare ; ; for his meeting, they are 
all engaged in business or home work, all the days of the 
week, many from early morn till late at night, and the ques
tion is asked—When are wre to prepare our Sunday lesson, 
or get ourselves into a proper condition of soul, to enable us 
to teach and apply it to our scholars ? The simple answer 
that we have to make is this—Seek to live day by day and 
hour by hour in the presence of God, then you will be always 
prepared so far as your spiritual condition is concerned, 'and 
seek to have the Word of God—the special subject on which 
you expect to speak to your class in particular—dwelling 
richly in you all the week, and everywhere, then you will 
never want a message to speak. In speaking thus, I do not 
for a moment deprecate close and careful Bible study, or sug
gest that any who speak to others may lightly dispense with 
secret meditation and prayer. On the contrary, I would say, 
secure every minute you can for study of your Bible—care
ful, critical study if you can get the time—and do not on 
any consideration omit or neglect " the secret tryst," the 
hour alone with God in prayer. But over and above—apart 
from which the hour of study and the hour of prayer will be 
altogether insufficient—cultivate the habit of continual medi-
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tation on the Word, and of constant intercourse with God in 
prayer. These are the secrets of spiritual freshness and 
spiritual power in service. They are alike open to the busy 
servant maid in the kitchen or nursery, to the clerk in the 
office, the artizan in the workshop, the ploughman in the 
field, as to the preacher in his study. Yes, and blessed be 
God, there are a thousand proofs, that God is able to keep 
His servants polished and ready for His work no matter 
what their sphere, if so be they abide therein with God, and 
make it their daily object to set the Lord always before them, 
and their daily business to walk with Him. Then no call 
to service can come, to find the servant unfit or unfurnished. 
He will arise with a joyful heart, and go forth with a bound
ing step on his Master's errand, whensoever He may call. 
May we each learn in daily joyful experience to so live, and 
move, and have our being in the Word and presence of God, 
that we shall always be ready and alway furnished for any 
service, great or small, to which our Lord and Master may 
appoint us. 

"Sow Beside al l Waters / ' 

Y^ E T u s scatter the good seed of the Word beside all 
J [ | ^ waters, and speak of Jesus, the Saviour, to sinners 

everywhere. We are constantly hearing of souls 
being saved through words spoken in the most unlikely 
places. A word dropped to a message boy at the door, a 
tract given to a railway porter on the platform, a Gospel 
hymn sung by an invalid girl reaching a worldly lady passing 
by the door, were made instrumental in reaching the con
science and bringing the sinner to Christ. In our service 
for Christ amongst the young, we should watch for such 
opportunities, seeking special guidance and the right word 
at the right time. 
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A Good Advice* 

HAT do you do when you are slandered and 
misrepresented ?" asked a Sunday School 
teacher of a fellow-worker, as they walked 

together from school. " I say nothing, but go on with my 
work, and leave God to vindicate my character. If I am 
right He will do so sooner or later. If I am wrong I need 
not make bad worse by seeking to defend myself." 

That was sound advice, and it was made a blessing to the 
Christian worker. It pleases the devil to see a servant of 
Christ leave his appointed work. He is not at all particular 
what the cause may be, if only he can accomplish his object, 
and draw the Lord's disciple away from the path of sub
jection to his Master. One of his most common devices is, 
to get some one to find fault with, or misrepresent the 
earnest worker, so that he may be wounded, lose heart in 
his service, and eventually give it up. If he can get the 
tongue of a fellow-disciple to serve him in this, he is never 
slow to employ it, because he knows that a slander from one 
of the Lord's people is much harder to bear than from the 
world. But no matter what channel it comes through, or 
who is employed to utter and pass it on, the devil is the 
originator of it, and his object is to drive the servant of Christ 
from his place in the Lord's vineyard. If those who are 
aggrieved by slanderous reports and false charges made 
against them, would always remember that these are the work 
of the devil—the slanderer (for that is the meaning of the 
word)—they would not take offence, or worry themselves as 
they often do, until they get into a state of soul that makes 
it no longer possible to serve the Lord with gladness. That 
Christian worker's word, to "go on with your work and 
leave God to vindicate your character," is good counsel. 

w 
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The Christian Warrior. 
"Endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Chr i s t " (2 Tim. ii. 3). 

" Fight the good fight of faith " (1 Tim. vi. 12). 

floME on, ye soldiers of the cross, 
j^k) Away with dreams of ease : 

Let others slumber arid be lost, 
Let us the Kingdom seize. 

Come, look the danger in the face, 
The hosts of hell are here : 

The world is all a battle place, 
The fight is raging near. 

No path was that with roses strewn 
In which thy Captain trod : 

He fought the way with many a groan 
To victory and to God. 

His hand is beckoning now to thee, 
And bears the crimson scar: 

His voice is crying "Follow Me," 
And cheers us from afar. 

Can it be aught to flesh and blood, 
But weariness and pain ? 

To stand for God where Jesus stood 
And die His death again. 

Calm in the confidence He gives 
Strong in the Lord alone ; 

Fight the good fight, who conquers lives, 
The Kingdom is His own. 

STRENGTH FOR SERVICE.—God never calls any saint or 
servant of His to any particular work, without giving the 
needful strength for it. So you may count upon God for help 
in all He has called you to do for Him* 
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The Bible Students' Class. 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH: "RESTORATION." 

s there are various forms of backsliding, so also there 
are various aspects of restoration. 

1. ( <He restoreth my soul" (Psa. xxiii. 3). This is not 
restoration from open backsliding in life and walk, but the 
renewing of the spiritual life by the daily ministry of the 
Shepherd toward His saints in the wilderness. "The inward 
man is renewed day by day" (2 Cor. iv. 16) expresses the 
same truth in New Testament language. 

2. ".Restore such an one in the spirit of meekness v (Gal. 
vi. 1). This is*regarding a believer who, in an unwatchful 
moment, has been " overtaken in a fault"—not one who 
deliberately and premeditatedly walks into sin. There had 
doubtless been neglect of the daily " renewing :" and con
sequent weakness, otherwise he would not have been so 
easily overcome. A saint abiding in Christ is not thus 
" overtaken " (1 John iii. 6 ; v. 18). It is the privilege and 
duty of such as are "spiritual" to seek the restoration of one 
in this state, otherwise he may go from bad to worse. If 
there were more of such service, there would be fewer 
wandering sheep. It includes reaching his conscience, 
leading to confession Godward (1 John i. 9), forgiveness and 
cleansing from unrighteousness. 

3. "Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation " (Psa. li. 
12). When sin is trifled with, and communion broken, the 
joy of the Lord departs from the soul. The saint restored 
to God, and to His ways, seeks the joy of God's salvation 
restored to him, in order that he may speak to others. 
Apart from this joy, which is the believer's strength (Neh. 
viii. 10), there is no heart, and no power, for serviqe. 



IT4 The Sunday School Worker's Mayazine, 

Weekly Bible Class Subjects. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Home Readings. 

Seven Daily Texts on each Subject will be found in "The Gospel Almanac." 

JeSUS C h r i s t OUF Sure ty .—The words of Judah concerning his 
brother, Benjamin, shew us what a surety is—4 ' I will be surety for 
h im: of my hand shalt thou require h i m " (Gen. xliii. 9). Jesus 
was made a Surety (Heb. vii. 22) : " He was made sin for u s " 
(2 Cor. v. 22). The Sword of Justice awoke against Him (Zee. xiii. 
7) : He was wounded for our transgressions (Isa. liii. 5). The 
Proverb says—" He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for i t " 
(Prov. xi. 15). Jesus was oppressed. He gave Himself (Gal. ii. 20). 

JeSUS C h r i s t Our Master .—There are three words in the New 
Testament rendered "Mas te r , " all referring to the Lord Jesus. 
1. Karios, Lord and Owner—Acts ii. 36 ; ix. 5, 6 ; 1 Cor. xii. 3 ; 
Phil. ii. 11 ; Col. iii. 17, 24. 2. Despotees, Sovereign Lord, and 
Master—2 Tim. ii. 21 ; 2 Peter ii. 20 ; Jude 4. 3, Didasholos, 
Teacher—Matt. x. 24 ; John i. 38 ; xiii. 13 ; xx. 13. He sustains all 
three relationships to all His people. They in turn are : 1. His own 
purchased possession—Titus ii. 14, R. V. ; 1 Cor. vi. 20. 2. His bond
servants—John xv. 20. 3. His disciples—Mark iv. 34 ; John xiii. 35. 

JeSUS C h r i s t o u r Cap t a in .—The word is elsewhere rendered 
" Author " (Heb. xii. 2), " Prince " (Acts v. 31). A title belonging 
to the Lord Jesus, as the Leader of His warrior people, in whose 
triumph they are led on (2 Cor. ii. 14, R.V.), and through Him they 
are more than conquerors (Rom. viii. 37). The Risen Christ is with 
(Matt, xxviii. 20) and for His people. In Him they conquer (Eph. 
vi. 10). 

JeSUS C h r i s t t h e Sa t i s f le r .—He saves and satisfies. By His 
precious blood the believer's conscience is purged (Heb. ix. 14 ; x. 
2). With His love (2 Cor. v. 14), His joy (John xv. 11), Himself 
Gal. ii. 20), their hearts are satisfied; yea, abundantly satisfied. 

JeSUS C h r i s t t h e Judge .—There are three spheres in which He 
will appear as Judge : . l . Of His own people and servants. This 
will take place at the Judgment-seat of Christ (2 Cor. v. 10), where 
their works (1 Cor. iii. 13) and motives (1 Cor. iv. 5) will be mani
fested, rewarded, or destroyed (1 Cor. iii. 15). 2. Of the living 
nations, Matt. xxv. 31-46, from His throne of glory. 3. Of the 
dead, Rev. xx. 11, before the great white throne. 
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Notes on Bible Ixessons for Sunday Schools. 

October 10th—Paul at Jerusalem.—Acts xxi. 8-26. 
MEMORY TEXT, John v. 40. 

At Jerusalem—Seeking to Win—No Yielding by the World—Expulsion. 
ACCOMPANIED by many fellow-labourers (xx. 4) and by Luke, the 
writer of the Acts (see verse 13, where the narrative assumes a direct 
form), Paul made his way to Jerusalem. The course of his voyage 
is fully traced in Acts xxi. 1-14, the prophet's message (verse 10), 
and Paul's noble answer (verse 13). At length he reached Jerusalem, 
for the fifth and last time since his conversion, and like as his 
Master before him, he was now to deliver to the guilty city his last 
testimony, and then be delivered into the hands of his enemies. He 
was well received by the brethren (verse 17), but a certain section 
of believing Jews who still clung to the law, regarded him with 
suspicion (verse 20), and the ungodly Jews were full of hatred against 
him. To disarm the prejudices of the former, Paul yielded to the 
suggestion of James to submit to a Jewish rite, and defray the 
charges of four Nazarites (verse 26) in their purification, thus show
ing his approval of that rite. Whether Paul was right or wrong in 
thus acting, the result was not gained. While in the temple with 
these Jews, Trophimus, a converted Gentile (verse 29), was seen 
there also, and this set up the fury of the multitude. Paul might 
yield to the Jew to gain him (1 Cor. ix. 20), but the Jew would not 
recognize God's grace, or accord the Gentile a place in God's favour 
(see Acts xiii. 50 ; 1 Thess. ii. 16). A riot followed : Paul was 
thrust out from the temple (verse 30), as his Master had been (John 
viii. 59), and his follower (John ix. 34). There is no room for Christ, 
or for His t ru th or people, in the midst of the world's religion, save 
on the ground of concession and silence, which if yielded to, the 
world will increase its demand. 
October 17—Imprisonment and Speech.—Acts xxi. 27-40; xxiL 

MEMORY TEXT, Rev. xxii. 17. 
Bonds for Christ—Faithful Testimony—Master and Servant-Rejection. 
" PAUL, the prisoner of Jesus Christ" (Eph. iii. 1) ; the prisoner of 
the L o r d " (Eph. iv. 1 ) ; an ambassador in bonds" (Eph. vi. 20); 
such are the terms in which the beloved apostle speaks of himself. 
An honourable distinction; what the Lord had promised His 
followers (John xv. 20 : xvi. 2), Paul especially (Acts ix. 16). 
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Arrested by his own nation, in the holy city, and within the 
precincts of the temple ; rescued from the mob by the Roman 
captain, he is allowed to speak from the stairs of the castle (Fort 
Antonia). His address—which is a master-piece of wisdom and 
direct testimony—spoken in their own tongue secured rapt 
attention. He begins with an account of his early life, his schooling 
in Jerusalem, his zeal in the Jewish religion, his persecution of 
saints, his conversion, baptism by a devout Jew (v. 12), his love for 
his countrymen, and his desire to abide in Jerusalem and preach 
Christ to them. Up to this point there was silence and attention, 
but the moment his commission to " t h e Genti les" (v. 21) was 
mentioned, Jewish pride and prejudice broke bounds, and a scene of 
wild confusion followed, and the crowd cried " A w a y with such a 
fellow from the earth "—words which remind us of what was uttered 
near the spot, twenty-five years before—" Away with Him, crucify 
Him " (John xix. 15). Paul was scourged too (v. 24), as was his 
Master (Matt, xxvii. 26). Next day he was brought from the 
Castle to the council chamber, to be tried before the Sanhedrim, 
where also his Master had stood (Matt, xxvii. 1), from whence he 
was sent by night to Caesarea, the residence of the Roman procurator. 
Such was the path of the Lord's servants and witnesses in early 
days. Easier times are with us n o w ; the enemy has changed his 
tactics from " t h e roaring l ion" (1 Pet . v. 8), to the u subtle 
serpent" 2 Cor. xi. 3), assuming the garb of " a n angel of light" 
(2 Cor. xi. 14), corrupting (2 Cor. ii. 17 with Matt. xiii. 25) what 
he could not by persecution destroy. 

October 2 4 t h . ~ P a u l b e f o r e Fel ix .—Acts xxiv. i. 21. 
MEMORY TEXT, Prov. xxvii. 1. 

A Prosecutor—a Preacher—a Procrastinator. 
DELIVERED from the intrigues of the Jews (xxiii. 21), Paul finds 
himself before the Roman Governor, as his blessed Lord had been 
before him (Luke xxiii. 11). When the day of trial came, he was 
brought forth to confront his accusers. His enemies, anxious to get 
rid of him, as they had been of his Master, have a talented orator to 
lead the persecution. False accusations are brought against him 
(v. 5-6), as they had been against his Lord (Mark xiv. 55-58). 
Unmoved and calm, Paul replies, leading up to the resurrection of 

• the dead, and dividing between the just and the unjust. This 
startling fact, this great t ruth put all Tertullus' oration out of mind. 
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The governor, no doubt, arrested by the truth, manifested 
clemency for the prisoner. The character of Felix is well-shown 
by verse 22. " H e deferred t h e m " - a procrastinator. Still he is 
not at ease. His conscience had evidently been reached, for a few 
days later he sends again for Paul to hear him " concerning the 
faith in Chris t" (v. 24). Doubtless, glad of the opportunity, Paul 
reasons of "righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come.'5 

Righteousness—or standing before God ; Temperance—or standing 
before men, of which Felix seemed to have but little, and the 
certain Judgment of the sinner who lacks in either. "Felix 
trembled." The Word of God in the power of the Spirit, then as 
now, has its effect. I t is the Divine instrument to reach the 
conscience. "P reach the W o r d " (2 Tim. iv. 2). Felix was con
victed, but not converted. Near the kingdom : not inside. "Go 
thy way for this time, when I have a convenient season I will call 
for thee " (v. 25). Thus he passes off the scene : a procrastinator, 
a man pleaser (see v. 27). Alas ! how many are like him, trifling 
with God and their own souls. 

October 31st—Paul b e f o r e AgTippa.—Acts xxv. 13; xxvi. 

MEMORY TEXT, 1 Kings xviii. 21. 

Prisoner and King—Ambassador and Message-Almost and Altogether. 

FESTUS, the new governor, seemed to be quite as unwilling or 
unable to arrive at a decision in Paul's case, as his predecessor. 
When King Agrippa, and Bernice his wife, came to pay a friendly 
visit, he brought Paul's case before him, and Agrippa desired to 
hear Paul. How wonderful ! that God should so arrange matters 
that His faithful servant, in the closing days of his active testimony, 
should have the privilege of preaching to one after another, in high 
position, and ultimately bring the gospel within the "household of 
Caesarfl

J' itself (Phil. iv. 22). Paul, the prisoner, in his chains, is 
brought in to tha t scene of worldly pomp and grandeur (v. 23), to make 
his defence, and there, before all these great ones of earth, he tells 
the " old, old story," of which he never seemed to tire. Starting 
with the story of his own conversion, he goes on to tell his com
mission, taking care to introduce the sinner's need and God's 
provision (v. 18). At this point Festus interrupts him, charging 
him with being " m a d " (v. 24). To this hour the worldly-wise 
man, and unbeliever, cannot bear the truth. " T h e preaching of 
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the Cross5' is still "foolishness to them who perish55 (1 Cor. i. IS)* 
Paul deals a home thrust to the conscience of Agrippa (v. 27), who, 
either in jest, or under conviction, exclaims—" Almost thou per-
suadest me to be a Christian.55 Like every true gospeller, Paul is 
not satisfied with an " almost,55 but in the fulness of his heart 
replies, " I would to God that not only thou, but also all that hear 
me this day, were both almost and altogether such as I am, except 
these bonds.55 " Almost55 is not enough ; " altogether55 is what the 
ambassador of Christ must have. 

Nov. 7th—A Rich Young Man.—Matt. xix. 16-26. 
MEMORY TEXT, John iii. 3. 

Rich, yet Unsatisfied—Tested by Law and Grace—Fails—Departs. 
T H E rich young ruler (see Luke xviii. 18) brought before us in this 
chapter is a fitting representative of many worldlings of this day. 
" He had great possessions55 (verse 22) ; " he was very rich55 (Luke 
xviii. 23) yet unsatisfied. In many respects the incident is similar 
to that in John iii., when Nicodemus comes to the same Jesus, 
unsatisfied also, not so much with worldly gain, as with worldly 
religion. The manner in which he addresses the Lord, shows clearly 
he had never yet realized his state as a sinner. " Good Master 
(Teacher), what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?55 

He comes as a disciple to a Teacher, not as a sinner to the Saviour. 
He makes the old, though alas ! still the popular mistake—he wants 
to "do" some good things This the sinner instinctively does; 
thinks of something whereby he can make amends to God (see Gen. 
iii. 7 ; 2 Kings v. 13 ; Acts xvi 30), but has to learn that " there is 
none that doeth good, no, not one" (Rom. iii. 12). The Lord takes 
him on his own ground. " I f thou wilt enter into life keep the 
commandments55 (verse 17). " B y the law is the knowledge of 
sin;5 5 a perfect standard shows our short-coming. " A l l these 
things have I kept,55 is the confident retort. A good record surely. 
" What lack I yet ? 55 Such is the question of an unsatisfied soul. 
The Lord5s answer tests him. " Yet lackest thou one thing.55 " Go 
sell all thou hast and give to the poor." "Love thy neighbour as 
thyself,55 said the law. Here the standard applied shews what was 
in his heart. " Come follow me 55—another test. In both he fails. 
Tested by law and by grace, his true character comes out. " H e 
went away sorrowful.55 Contrast Phil. iii. 1-8, where Christ 
received, expelled love of the world. ] 
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Our Lessons and Subjects for I898. 
• Q Y the time the present number reaches our readers and sub

scribers in the Antipodes, they will be making their arrange
ments and ordering their supplies for 1898. As in former seasons, 
we give a brief outline thus early of what our Lessons and Subjects 
will be for the coming year, so that they may arrange accordingly. 
It is with heartfelt gratitude to God that we acknowledge the 
receipt of many letters from earnest workers in home and distant 
lands telling of God's richest blessing upon the Word as contained 
in our Lessons for the current year to many of their dear children. 
Souls have been saved, young hearts won for Christ by the power of 
the Gospel, and the early steps of many dear young pilgrims hastened 
along the heavenward way during 1897. To His honoured Name, 
who alone is worthy, be the praise. We feel it to be a matter of the 
first importance, to have a Bible Lesson each week for the thousands 
of teachers who use our little paper, which, while containing the 
Gospel of Christ, is capable of being adapted to the necessities of 
children and young folks of various ages, so that there may be 
diversity, yet uniformity of teaching, so necessary to the welfare of 
a Sunday School. After much prayer, in which we are assured 
there have been many helpers, we have been guided to the following 
subjects :—" Shadows and Types of Christ,33 from the Old Testa
ment, alternated monthly with " The Life Story of Simon Peter.'3 

These will yield many stirring, striking, yet simple Gospel lessons, 
full of Christ, and shew the Christian life and course, with its ups 
and downs, its victories and defeats in a living picture. A simple 
Gospel Lesson for little ones, a Bible Class Subject and a Special 
Lesson for Senior Scholars. These will all appear in " The Sunday 
School Scheme for 189833 and in " T h e Children's Almanac for 
1898," both ready early this month. 

Answers to Correspondents. 
B.S., LANCASHIRE.—Wherever it is possible, the Sunday School 

should be worked as part of the Assembly3s work, and in full fellow
ship with i t ; not by two or three individuals as a separate under
taking. Of course this implies, that whatever is needful for the 
carrying on of the school will be supplied by the Assembly, leaving 
the actual workers to administer and control it as they may see fit. 
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Work and Workers amongst the Young. 
Brief, crisp Reports of sound Gospel Work, Special Services, Sunday School Work, 

and all other efforts on uodly and Scriptural lines to spread the good news 
amonii' Young- Folks, always welcome for this pa^e. 

W I N T E R W O R K . — W e rejoice to hear from many quarters of 
special Gospel efforts being made on week nights to bring the young 
to Christ. I t is very often during such seasons tha t the Sunday 
School Teacher sees the fruit of his labour in the conversion of his 
children. The seed sown in the class, is often made to spring in 
the Gospel meeting, and thus the teacher and the evangelist (we 
may surely add the Christian parent), reap and rejoice together. 
The Lord abundantly bless all such efforts, and make the coming 
winter a time of rich and abiding fruit in conversions. 

MATUARA, N E W Z E A L A N D . — " We have a little Sunday School 
and Bible Class here. The Lord blesses us, and we have opposition 
too." 

S Y D N E Y . — " We praise the Lord for some of our young folks here, 
saved and gathered to Christ." 

HAMILTON.—Special efforts to reach the children who " g o no
where" are being; made on week nights here, with a lantern shewing 
Gospel types and pictures to the eye, while the Word is spoken to 
the ear. 

KILMARNOCK.—The Half-Yearly Conferences of Teachers here 
(one has just been held) indicate by their increased numbers, that an 
interest in the Lord's work amongst the young, is deepening in 
assemblies of saints in Ayrshire. At the first Conference, held some 
eighteeu years ago, there were twenty present, now over three 
hundred. But there is not the proportionate fruit in genuine con
versions there was in earlier years ; perhaps not the faith and 
faithfulness among workers either. 

FEATHERSTONE, Y O R K S . — " T h e Lord continues to increase our 
numbers, and to save and bless the young here." 

OUR SEASON'S LIST of Cards, Almanacs, Text Books, Annual 
Volumes, Gifts, and many other items for Old and Young, is now 
leady, and will be sent post free to any address. 

Now R E A D Y . — " The Children's Almanac and Bible Searching 
Text Book for 1898," full of interesting and useful winter evening 
employments. Twenty Prizes. 24 for 1/-, 4/- Ver 100* 



Receivers and Distributors. 
Notes of an Address at a Christian Workers' Conference. 

OI^(HE opening words of Mark, chapter viii., may be well 
mjj taken to represent the state of the world, and the 

need of sinners. " In these days the multitude 
being very great, and having nothing to eat" (verse 1). 
Who among us in whose heart the love of God dwells, 
can look upon the needy and perishing multitudes, 
around our own doors, or think of the fourteen 
hundred millions of our fellows, the greater part of 
whom have never heard the Saviour's Name, without being 
moved with compassion and filled with desire to be the 
channel through which God will meet their souls' deep 
need. In the scene before us, there was One both able 
and willing to meet the need of the hungry multitude in that 
wilderness, and as the sequel shows, He did meet that need 
in a way worthy of Himself. But it is worthy of our special 
attention to note how He did it. He could have supplied 
them Himself personally, apart from the aid of any human 
hand. But such was not His will, or way. He employed 
His disciples as channels of communication between Him
self, and the needy, hungry crowd. " He gave to His 
disciples to set before them " (v, 6). He had sought by 
His words to fill their minds with His thoughts, and their 
hearts with His compassion, for human need; now He fills 
their hands with enough to supply it. These disciples were 
the channels, therefore, through which His compassion and 
His provision flowed. They were in touch with the fulness 
of Christ on the one hand, and with the need of man on 
other. They received from Christ: they gave out what 
they had received, to the people. They must be receivers 
ere they could be distributors. And this is just the position 
aad the sphere of every true minister of Christ, whatever 
hi§ line of ministry may be. He must be near enough to 
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Christ, living in close communion with Him, in order to 
become a receiver : He must be in touch with the multitude, 
looking upon men with Christ's eyes, moved with Christ's 
compassion; in touch with human need, in order to be a 
distributor. Bring these two simple, yet Divine principles 
down to your own sphere of service. Apply them to your 
own individual case. Test yourself, and your service by 
them. Are you living so in communion with Christ, as to 
be a constant receiver from Him ? Or, are you so far in 
heart from Christ, that you get little if anything for your 
own soul's necessities, let alone being a channel of blessing 
to others ? This is of the first importance. It should be a 
matter for individual and continual heart-searching : other
wise your work will be devoid of blessing to others, and 
have little joy in it for yourself. Then you need to be in 
touch with the need of souls : looking upon them, thinking 
of them, moved with compassion over them, praying for 
them, exercised about them. One who shuts himself up 
like a monk, never putting himself amid human need, or 
alongside human sorrow, will be ill-adapted to hand along 
in a way likely to be acceptable, the richest of all God's 
provisions, even the Gospel of the grace of God ? 

A Grain at a Time* 

Yf|1iRST let there be a loving heart, a desire to do the will 
JjS of God, then submission to the Great Teacher, 

whose wisdom is seen in communicating knowledge 
little by little,—a grain at a time. If we are not content 
with a grain, and have not patience in reading the Scriptures, 
we shall never make any lasting or true advance in the 
knowledge of God. 

R. C. CHAPMAN. 
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Special Kfforts Amongst Our Young Folks. 

T this season of the year it is especially desirable to 
make special efforts to reach the young with the 
Gospel of Christ, and to seek their conversion. 

There are hundreds of boys and girls who come and go to 
the Sunday School all the year round, but who never seem 
to shew the slightest anxiety as to the condition of their 
souls. There is not always opportunity to speak to them 
personally, and press home individually upon them the need 
of having " the great question" settled. Special meetings 
afford a good opportunity, and God has wonderfully used 
this means, in bringing very many of our Sunday Scholars to 
Himself. The truth spoken at other times, and apparently 
dormont as regards results, seems to get stirred up within 
them. Conviction takes hold of them, as the Spirit of God 
presses it home upon their consciences, and such conviction 
is frequently followed by conversion to God. 

Let teachers, parents, and all whose hearts are exercised 
in seeking the salvation of their young folks, come together 
for united believing prayer. This is where to begin—with 
God. Out of this waiting upon God will come effort, and 
such effort as God will use. Let Him be trusted, counted 
upon and consulted about it all. To provide the speakers; 
to give the message; to stir up the saints, and to convert the 
children. Then let all go in heartily for their share in the 
work : turning out to the meetings, bringing their children, 
inviting others, and holding themselves in readiness to do 
anything great or small that the Lord may appoint. No 
doubt where such a condition of things is found, there the 
Lord will "command" the blessing. But let it also be 
remembered that saints in a bad condition, or acting apart 
from God and His Word, can mar and hinder blessing. 
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A Call to Service. 
" T h e harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few"— 

(Matt. ix. 37). 

o ! for the Master calleth, 
He has work for thee to do, 

In midst of sin and darkness, 
Where the workers are so few; 

It may be far from loving hearts, 
And home of childhood's days; 

Perchance to lead a toilsome path, 
'Mid rough and tangled ways. 

Listen ! for over the water 
Sounds the despairing cry, 

" Oh ! Christians come and help us, 
Why do you let us die " ? 

Go ! for thy brother perishes, 
In deepening shades of night; 

Go ! tell the gladsome news to him, 
That Christ will give him light. 

Go ! labour on unceasingly, 
The night is hastening on ; 

Ere long, the faithful ones shall hear 
The Master's own "Well done." 

For He is coming soon to call 
His servants hence away; 

Go ! hold the Gospel banner high, 
While it is called " To-day." 

Go ! labour for the Master, 
Nor seek on earth thy rest; 

For soon in His dear presence, 
Thou shalt be ever blest; 

And those whom thou hast led to Him, 
Will clasp again thy hand, 

Amid the endless glory— 
Of that holy, happy land. 
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The Bible Students' Glass. 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH: "SEPARATION" 

( R E P A R A T I O N is spoken of in many aspects in Scripture 
)£@) 1. From sin. " He shall save His people from their 

sins " (Matt. i. 21). " Loosed us from our sins in His 
own blood " (Rev. i. 5 : R.V). This is done once for all: 
the effect abides for ever. 

2. From the world. " T h e men which Thou gavest Me 
out of the world" (John xvii. 6), " that He might deliver 
us from this present world " (Gal. i. 4). This is absolute. 
Faith reckons with God, and says—" The world is crucified 
unto Me, and I unto the world" (Gal. vi. 14). It is 
because of this that the believer is exhorted—" Be not 
conformed to this world " (Rom. xii. 2). " Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world" (1 John 
ii. 15). God also says—"The friendship of the world is 
enmity with God " (James iv. 4). 

3. From False Professors. Not only from the openly 
ungodly, but especially from professors of religion, whose 
doctrines and ways are opposed to God, and His Word, does 
God command His people to be separate. "What communion 
hath light with darkness" (2 Cor. vi. 14). " Having a form 
of godliness, but denying the power thereof, from such turn 
away '•' (2 Tim. iii. 5). Under the fair name of Christianity 
Satan shelters many of His deceived ones. 

4. From Evil Doctrine. Errors subversive of the founda
tion of the faith are now sown broadcast; their leavening 
influence corrupt all whom they reach (See 2 Tim. ii. 17), and 
from these and all who hold and teach them, God commands 
His people to be separate (1 Tim. vi. 5 : 2 Tim. ii. 16-17). 
A teacher of error is not to be received or fraternized with 
(2 John 10 : R.V.) on any account whatever. 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects. 
For Senior Scholars, Bible Classes, and Home Headings. 

Seven Dailj- Texts on each Subject will be found in "The Gospel Almanac." 

JesUS Christ t h e P e r f e c t Man.—The Incarnation of the Lord 
Jesus is a fundamental t ruth of the faith, to be implicitly ac
cepted and reverently received, without reasoning or prying into 
what God declares to be " great mystery55 (1 Tim. iii. 16). " God 
was manifest in the flesh." " The Word who " was God " (John i. 
1) " became flesh " (John i. 14, R.v.) He was found in fashion as a 
Man (Phil. ii. 8), in all points tempted as we are (Heb. iv. 15), per
fect in sympathy (John xi. 35), full of compassion (Matt. xv. 32), 
touching the unclean (Matt. viii. 3), yet undefiled (Heb. vii. 26). 
In resurrection He is still The Man Christ Jesus (1 Tim. ii. 5), and 
will ever be (Acts i. 11). 

JesUS Christ t h e Mighty God.—The Divinity of the Lord 
Jesus, is a cardinal t ruth of Scripture, apart from which there 
can be no Gospel, no salvation, and no Christianity. His Person 
gives value to His work. He was, is, and ever will be, 
God (John i. 1), one with the Father (John x. 30), the Mighty God 
(Isa. ix. 6), Emmanuel—God with us (Matt. i. 23). His Godhead 
is manifest in the work of Creation (John i. 3 : Heb. i. 2), in 
Redemption (Matt, xxvii. 54), Resurrection (John x. 18), and 
Eternal glory (Heb. i. 8). 

JesUS Christ t h e Obedient One.—The first recorded word of 
the Lord Jesus is, " Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's 
business " (Luke ii. 49) : His last before He died—" I t is finished55 

(John xix. 30), He came to do the will of God (Heb. x. 7, with John 
vi. 38), He always did what pleased Him (John viii. 29), even unto 
death (Luke xxii. 42 : Phil. ii. 8), wherefore God hath highly exalted 
Him (Phil. ii. 9} to the highest place (Eph. 2), and as the Lamb (Rev. 
xix. 6-12), who was led to the slaughter (Isa. liii. 7), He shall reign. 

Jesust Christ the Perfect Servant.—" He took upon Him 
the form of a servant "—literally a slave (Phil, ii. 7), He was among 
men as one that serveth (Luke xxii. 27), ever ready to stoop (John 
xiii. 5), sent (Isa. xlii. 19), and. upheld by Jehovah (Isa. xlii. 1), He 
was persecuted (John xv. 20), and hated of men (John xv. 24), yet 
in all service He was perfect. Leaving us an example in submission 
(1 Peter ii. 21-23), humility (John xiii. 15), and faithfulness (Rev. i. 5). 
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Notes on Bible Lessons for Sunday Schools. 

Nov. 14th.—Jesus and the Little Ones -Mark x. 13-10. 
Little Children—Angry Disciple*—Loving Saviour—Blessed Children. 

MEMORY TEXT, Matthew xviii. 3. 
THIS sweet story of Jesus and the little ones, occurs in all the 
synoptic Gospels (see Matt. xix. 13 : Luke xviii. 15). In it we have 
the thoughts of many hearts revealed. How unlike the Master are 
His disciples oftimes ! How little of His mind and heart do they 
seem to have ! We may surely use this incident as " the candle of 
the Lord" to judge ourselves, and test our spirits. The sick, the 
blind and the lame had been brought to Jesus in crowds, and He 
had healed them without a murmuring word from His disciples. 
Now, some brought "young children" (Luke says "infants"—chap. 
xviii. 15) to Him. This at once aroused the displeasure of His 
disciples, and they " rebuked " those who brought them. Possibly 
they thought such children were not of sufficient importance to 
occupy their Master's time. But He was "much displeased"— 
"moved with indignation" (R.V.)—wonderful words to be used of 
Christ—shewing how keenly He felt their interference. He said, 
"Suffer the little children to come unto Me." Precious words, 
true still, for He is the " very same Jesus" though high in glory. 
" Forbid them not "—Why ? " For of such is the Kingdom of God." 
That kingdom must be entered as by a little child (Matt, xviii. 3), 
the proud must be humbled, the wise become learners, ere they can 
enter. This is our warrant, and this our assurance that " l i t t le 
children" may be saved ! " He took them up in His arms" - just 
as the prophet had spoken (Isa. xl. 11), " p u t His hands upon 
them" (see Gen. xlviii. 14), " a n d blessed them." Blessed three
fold cord of blessing, given still to all who come unto Him. " The 
Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost" (Luke 
xix. 10), is the Lord's own Word to grown-up sinners, but where 
He speaks of the salvation of the little ones, He simply says— 
" The Son of Man is come to save that which was lost (Matt. 
xviii. l i ) . Happy it is when without " seeking " after them through 
long years of sin, they are saved in the golden days of youth. Then 
let them be fed (John xxi. 15), and led on gently (Gen. xxxiii. 14), 
in the ways of the Lord. Thus shall they become as Psalm xlv. 12, 
describes. 
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Nov. 21st.—A Mother's Two Sons.—Matthew xx. 20-28. 
MEMORY TEXT, 2 Timothy ii. 12. 

Honour Desired—Gup and Baptism—Suffering and Glory. 
T H E request of Salome, (Mark xv. 40) the mother of James and John 
for places of honour in His Kingdom, probably originated with the 
brothers themselves (see Mark x. 35). The mother was sent to 
present it. They had been converted at the Lake-side, during the 
Lord's personal ministry there (Mark i. 19), and at His call had left 
their father, servants, boats and nets—their worldly all — to follow 
Jesus. He had told them that in return they should sit on thrones 
in His Kingdom (Matt. xix. 28), but James and John wanted some
thing higher, something above the rest, which aroused their indig
nation (v. 24). The Lord in His reply tells the principle upon which 
such honours are given, and shews that the way to the throne is by 
the cross, that suffering must precede glory (1 Pet. i. 11). The cup 
and the baptism are figures of the Lord's own suffering. The cup 
was given Him by His Father (John xviii. 11), and He accepted it 
from His hand (Matth. xxvi. 42). The baptism is referred to in 
Psalm lxix. 1-2. His people share in His sufferings for righteousness 
(1 Pet. iv. 13), not for sin—in this He stood alone—and if they now 
suffer, they shall reign (2 Tim. ii. 12). Some like James (Acts xii. 2) 
drink the cup of martyrdom : others as John endure a life-long 
baptism of suffering (Rev. i. 9). Such is the royal road to heaven 
then and now. All who believe, suffer (Phil. i. 29) and it is well 
that the rough as well as the bright side of the Christian life should 
be made specially plain to the young. There is no need for hiding it 
from them, the Lord did not (See Luke xiv. 27). The path of the 
true disciple is one of self-denial. The hundred-fold return is 
" with persecutions " (Mark x. 30). 

November 28th—Children Of Jerusa lem.—Mat thew xxi. 1-16. 
MEMORY TEXT, Isaiah xii. 2. 

The Fickle Multitude—The Angry Priests—The Happy Children. 
T H E Lord is here seen as Zion's King entering Jerusalem, as the 
prophet had spoken (Zech. ix. 9). See how minutely the prophecy 
is fulfilled, not only in the spirit of it, but actually and li terally; 
the very words (1 Cor. ii. 13), letters (Gal. iii. 16), jots and tittles, 
i e., small points (Matt. v. 18), are all of God, and must all be 
fulfilled. But the people of Jerusalem had no heart for their 
rightful King. At His birth there was no room for Him (Luke 
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ii. 7) : Jerusalem was ignorant of her King's nativity (Matt. ii. 3), 
and was troubled to hear of it. Now when He presents Himself, there 
is a momentary burst of enthusiasm. Verse 10, " Hosanna"—Save 
now. " A l l the city was stirred"—not converted, but excited. 
Verse 10, " Who is this ?—Compare the question of the wise men— 
" Where is He ? " (Matt. ii. 2). They knew not the Lord of Glory. 
The temple courts, into which the world had been introduced, were 
cleansed by Him, and the lame and blind were healed. Verse 12, 
Wonderful combination of holiness and mercy; judgment upon 
transgressors ; healing of the needy. Then follows a pleasing 
picture—the children are introduced : some it may be whom He 
had welcomed and blessed (Matt. xix. 14) were there, crying in 
their joy—" Hosanna to the Son of David." They gave Him His 
royal title (Matt. i. 1 : Luke i. 32), and amid the indignation of 
selfish scribes and jealous priests they owned Him their King. And 
Jesus was pleased with their praise (verse 16), and He is still. How 
happy the children who trust and follow Him, thus confessing His 
Name, and owning Him their Lord. How sweet it is to find, that 
within the very walls of that city, where men of power, and leaders 
of the people had rejected Jesus, there are young hearts opened to 
receive Him, and lips of babes to confess Him. 

Dec. 5 th—Paul 's JoUPney tO Rome.—Acts xxvii. 1 : xxviii. 16. 

MEMORY TEXT, Romans i. 16. 

The Ship—The Passengers—The Wreck—The Shore. 

THE journey of Paul as a prisoner to Rome is full of remarkable in
cidents and Divine deliverances. As a chapter of personal history 
it shews how God watches over His own, even amid raging winds and 
stormy seas, and brings them all safe at last to the calm eternal 
shore—" their desired haven " (Psa. cvii. 30). But happening as it 
does at the close of the great missionary Book of the New Testament, 
this remarkable story has been given us by the Holy Ghost, as an 
illustration of the Christian's course and of the Church's history 
across the sea of time to the eternal state, and in this light it has 
many simple yet blessed lessons to teach us. V. 2 " Embarking in 
a sh ip" (R.v.) this is like conversion. You must take passage and 
embark, before any progress can be made (John iii. 3 : John x. 9). 
u We launched " — " We put to sea" (R.V.). The " w e " includes 
Paul, Luke, Aristarchus and others. Men of every clime—of all 
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Nations (Matt, xxviii. 19) ; all saved by the same Gospel (Rom. i. 
5), going to the same heaven (Rev. v. 9). They start the voyage 
together. V. 5. —" The winds were contrary "—This is the exper
ience of every heaven-bound soul. Satan against (1 Pet. v. 8), the 
flesh in them (Gal. v. 17), the world around (1 John ii. 16), all com
bine to hinder. " These are contrary " (Gal v. 17). V. 8, " A place 
called the Fair Havens "—a pleasant change. There are Elims as 
well as Marahs (Exod. xv. 23, 27) ; joys as well as sorrows (2 Cor. 
iv. 9) on the way. V. 9, " Sailing was now dangerous55—there are 
such times in the Christian's course. Warning and counsel was 
given by Paul (v. 10) but this course was rejected, the will of man 
done, which the majority always choose (v. 12). I t seemed a good 
choice, for " t h e south wind blew softly55 (v. 13)—circumstances 
seemed to smile, but soon the Euroclydon awoke them from their 
dream ; they laboured in the storm, and all hope of being saved 
ceased (v. 20)—the bitter course of backsliding. But again the 
Word of God is heard (v. 24), assurance is regained. The ship was 
broken in pieces (v. 41), but all on board reached the land (v. 44). 
So shall all who are in Christ (John x. 28), none shall perish, although 
church, and world, and false profession all go to wreck. 

Our Lessons and Subjects for I898. 

As stated last month, our subjects for the coming year will be 
" Shadows and Types of Christ55 from the Old Testament, alternated 
monthly, with " T h e Life Story of Simon Peter55 from the 
New Testament. The Types are full of the Person and Work of 
Christ, and as teachers and parents fully know, are specially 
adapted for setting the Gospel in its beautiful simplicity and ful
ness before our young folks. "Simon Peter55 with his striking 
conversion, call, consecration, fall, restoration, and course of service, 
will afford fine scope for illustrating and enforcing the practical side 
of the Gospel, and the Christian life. Weekly Bible Class subjects 
on fifty-two aspects of " The Character of God,55 and for the Bible 
Students5 Class, "Brief Biographies of Bright Witnesses and 
Diligent Workers.55 

All the above appear in " T h e Children5s Almanac,55 4s per 100. 
" The Sunday School Scheme for 1898,'5 2s per 100, both now ready 
for Delivery. Specimen Copy Free. 
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Correspondence. 

MODEST APPAREL. An aged servant of Christ who has seen much 
of human life writes :—Cl I do not say that humility is always to be 
found beneath a Nun's veil, or a Quaker's bonnet, but it does seem 
to me unquestionable that in the present day there is special need 
for Christians generally, and particularly for Christian young women 
to prayerfully read and be exercised in conscience, concerning what 
the Scriptures say about dress. The excessive worldliness manifest 
in the dress of very many who profess to be separated from the pre
sent evil world, and strangers here, is appalling, and is bound to 
bring the Fatherly rod of judgment upon them sooner or later ; 
besides being a stumbling-block to the world around them, to none 
more than the rising generation, especially children in the Sunday 
School, who take their ideas more from what they see, that from what 
they hear. A Sunday School Teacher dressed up like a peacock, in 
all the grandest styles is a distinct curse, rather than a blessing to 
the children under their care. They will either become sceptical 
regarding the things of God altogether, and say Christianity is only 
an empty name, seeing the ways of those who profess it, are so 
utterly contradictory of its doctrine, or at the very least, they will 
have no confidence in, and no respect for such a teacher.55 [Very 
true, and very solemn, are these words. Who knows how far the 
excessive worldliness in dress of many Sunday School teachers, has 
to do with the increasing indifference of their scholars to the things 
of God. God grant tha t the solemn word of our correspondent may 
be used as " the candle of the Lord," to search hearts and exercise 
consciences in the plain and abiding commandments of the Lord in 
regard to " modest apparel ."—ED.] 

A TEACHER'S C L A S S . — " We have a class here at a different hour 
from the others for Young Teachers—a kind of Pupil Teacher's 
class. I t is composed of about a dozen who have small classes of 
younger children, but who themselves feel the need of more instruc
tion in the Word. I t is conducted by a wise and godly brother, 
well taught in the Scriptures, and he seeks to open up the Word to 
them, with a view of helping them to teach others.55 [A blessed 
work. In 2 Tim. ii. 2we have God's pattern of a " training school," 
and there is nothing that has yet appeared to equal it. There will 
be no scarcity of preachers or teachers where it exists.—ED.] 
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Work and Workers amongst the Young. 
Brief, crisp Reports of sound Gospel Work, Special Services, Sunday School Work, 

and all other efforts on t?odly and Scriptural lines to spread the good news 
among Young Folks, always welcome for this page. 

KILMARNOCK.—The Half-Yearly Conference recently held here 
was large in numbers, and helpful in ministry. Reports of aggressive 
work amongst the Young folk were scant, and it is evident that all 
over, there is need of a revival among workers, and an awakening 
among the unconverted. 

MOUNT TABOR, OREGON.—A class of children (sometimes accom
panied by their mothers) gather in this far-off place on Saturday 
afternoons, to hear the old, old story. Fifteen miles further on, a 
similar work goes on. May God give the increase. 

HAMILTON.—Some of the Young folks here seem interested, and a 
few have professed conversion. 

GLASGOW.—In several Schools in this great city there are 
droppings of blessing, and some signs of greater things. May the 
showers come speedily and abundantly. 

GALSTON.—The School in Evangelistic Hall is crowded out, but a 
new hall is about to be built which will give more scope for 
aggressive work amongst the young in this place, where God has 
graciously wrought mightily in time past. 

MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA.—"There has been a reviving and stirring 
up here of late among God's people as to the importance of seeking 
the salvation of our young people, and I believe God is about to 
work amongst them." 

1898 Publications—Now READY.—The Children's Almanac and 
Bible Searching Text Book, containing, all the requirements of a 
Sunday Scholar for a whole year, for One Halfpenny, including a 
Lesson for every Sunday of the Year. Teachers are specially 
requested to see that they get the " Children's Almanac " if ordered 
through booksellers, or publishers who issue Almanaces of their own, 
as frequently they send these instead of the " Children's." 

CLASS REGISTERS, with spaces for Names, Attendance, &c. Id, 
Cloth, 2d. SUPERINTENDENT'S REGISTERS, Cloth 6d, Large Size Is 
6d. Cloth Boards 2s. New List of 1250 Gift and Reward Books for 
Children of all Ages, suitable for Sunday School Prizes, Post Free, 
to any Teacher. A Liberal Discount given to Schools. 



Meditation on the Word. 

)Q((̂ o search and study the Holy Scriptures is a necessity for 
^TJ all who preach or teach, otherwise they will become 

unfurnished, or trade in borrowed materials, on which 
they have spent no labour. But in order to enrich the soul, 
and lead it into close acquaintance with God and His Christ, 
meditation on the Word is necessary. Meditation is not so 
much the discovery of new things, as it is the experimental 
enjoyment of what our searching and study of the Word have 
discovered. It is by meditation on the Word in the presence 
of God, under the teaching of the Spirit, that the soul is en
riched, and the spiritual life is strengthened, renewed and 
replenished. The truth thus inwrought by the Spirit of God 
sanctifies and edifies, and when it is ministered to others it 
flows in a full stream of blessing, Let all who speak the 
Gospel to others—old or young—dwell in spirit in the ful-
of that Gospel themselves. Let them meditate on it, until 
the heart inditing a good matter (Psa. xlv. 1), bubbles up, 
causing the lips to speak. Such ministry, however small its 
measure, or humble its sphere, will be a ministry of power, 
carrying life to the dead, and refreshment to the living, where
soever it comes. It may be from the lack of this holy 
and blessed exercise, that the preaching and teaching of 
many is so cold and pithless, and void of fruit. Searching 
and study may make a furnished and ready speaker, but by 
prayerful meditation on the Word in the presence of God, is 
the man of holy unction and power brought forth. A minis* 
try of the Gospel in the power of the Spirit is not the 
result of accident, but the outcome of a soul in communion 
with God, and such communion is nourished and sustained 
by prayerful meditation on the Word. Let all who preach 
and teach remember this, and make it the aim to "meditate-
on these things," 
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Watching' Over and Following Up the Work. 
By an Aged Teacher. 

HE Lord gave us a blessed season of ingathering in our 
Sunday School here some months ago, and we had 
the joy of seeing at least a score of our dear boys 

and girls brought to Christ. There was no special effort, or 
particular instrument, but a deep, silent work of the Spirit 
of God, had been going on in the hearts and consciences of 
the children for some time. There was nothing done to 
force it on, but much prayer was made, and it was prayer
fully watched over by the teachers. At length one entered 
the kingdom, and confessed Christ; others followed, one, 
two, and three every Lord's Day. Then conversion work 
ceased. We saw it to be time then to follow up the work, 
by teaching the babes, and feeding the lambs on the Word 
of God, and this also needs much prayer and watchfulness. 
They need to be fed carefully, and led gently on in the 
truth; not giving strong meat beyond their capacity or 
understanding, nor forcing them on in the path of obedience 
beyond their faith. The Lord gave much help and blessing 
in following up this work of grace, and we have the joy of 
seeing a band of bright hearty young saints, all walking in 
happy fellowship with His people, and in His truth, and 
reaching forth in paths of earnest Gospel service in various 
spheres, according to their gift and grace. In former days 
when the Lord wrought in our midst, we had given our 
entire attention to the Gospel part of the work, but did little 
or nothing in feeding and shepherding the lambs. The result 
was, that many who were no doubt truly converted, were 
lost sight of. The Lord's way seems clearly to be to follow 
up conversion work by teaching the truth, and leading on 
the lambs, in the ways that be in Christ. 

M 
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A Call to Karnest Service. 
" Redeeming the time"—" Buying up the opportunity " (Eph. v. 16, R.V.). 

HE time is short! 
If thou woulcTst work for God, it must be now ; 
If thou would'st win the garland for thy brow, 

Redeem the time. 

Shake off earth's sloth ! 
Go forth with staff in hand, while yet tis day : 
Set out with girded loins upon the way— 

Up ! linger not. 

Fold not thy hands ! 
What has the pilgrim of the cross and crown 
To do with luxury or couch of down ? 

On, pilgrim, on ! 

With His reward 
He comes ! He tarries not ! His day is near ; 
When men least look for Him will He be here ; 

Prepare for Him ! 

Let not the flood 
Sweep thy firm feet from the eternal rock : 
Face calmly, solemnly, the billows' shock ; 

Nor fear the storm. 

Withstand the foe ! 
Die daily, that for ever thou may'st live; 
Be faithful unto death, thy Lord will give 

The crown of life ! 

LONG SERVICE.—It needs more grace to go on in some path of 
lowly service, where there is little present result, than to do some 
great thing, which brings honour and public recognition with it. 
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The Bible Students' Glass. 

SUBJECT FOR THE MONTH: "REWARDS." 
IFTS and Rewards are often confused in preaching; 

never in Scripture. " Eternal life " is the free gift of 
God (Rom. vi. 23 : R.V.) : " the crown of life " is a 

reward given by the Lord Jesujs for faithfulness to Him 
(Rev. ii. 10). '• Righteousness " is a gift (Rom. v. 17) : " the 
crown of righteousness " a reward to all who love the Lord's 
appearing (2 Tim. iv. 8). "Glory " is Christ's gift to all His 
own (John xvii. 22) : the " crown of glory " the faithful 
pastor's reward (1 Peter v. 4). There will be a " full 
reward " (2 John 8) to some : others will be beguiled of 
their reward (Col. ii. 18) and lose their crown (Rev. iii. 11). 
The time when these rewards will be given is not now, but 
when the Lord comes (Rev. xxii. 12). He will bring them 
with Him ; and bestow them at the judgment-seat, before 
which all His saints and servants will be manifested (2 Cor 
v. 10), and where their works (1 Cor. iii. 14) and motives 
(1 Cor. iv. 5) shall be tested. All do not receive the prize 
(1 Cor. ix. 24). Some are rejected or disapproved, as 
regards their works (1 Cor. ix. 27)—not castaways from 
Christ, or their place in heaven, but as regards the crown. 
Others who had pressed on toward the mark for the prize 
(Phil. iii. 14), striving according to the Word of the Lord 
(2 Tim. ii. 5), and covering|their deeds with the robe of 
humility (Matt. vi. 6), shall have their full reward in that 
day. Some whose names and deeds have been emblazoned 
before the church and the world, but whose work was done 
for self-praise, or for personal ends, will have nothing. Only 
what grace enables saints to do in Christ, and for Him, will 
He acknowledge and reward in glory. All else will appear 
as " wood, hay, and stubble " (1 Cor. iii. 12) to be burned up. 
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Weekly Bible Class Subjects. 
For Senior Scholar*, Bible Glansen, and Home Iteadiityn. 

Seven JJail}' Texts on ea<:h Subject will be found in "The Gospel Almanac." 

JeSUS C h r i s t t h e D y i n g One .—"The Death of the Cross" 
(Phil. ii. 8). What a mystery of grace is revealed in that death ! 
What glories it unfolds ! As a martyr for righteousness, He was 
put to death by the hands of sinful men (Acts ii. 23). As the seed 
of the woman, He was bruised by the power of Satan (See (Jen. iii. 
15). As the surety and sacrifice, He was brought into death by the 
hand of God (Psa. xxii. 13, with Isa. liii. 7). He laid down His life 
voluntarily (John x. 18). He offered Himself to God a spotless 
sacrifice (Ueb. ix. 14). His death was a sweet savour (Eph. v. 2), 
making atonement for sin and glorifying God. 

JeSUS C h r i s t t h e R i sen One. " H e was raised again for our 
justification" (Rom. iv. 23). "God raised Him from the dead" 
(Acts xiii. 30) as proof that He had accomplished redemption. His 
resurrection is the witness that His people's sins are gone (1 Cor. 
xv. 17), and the pledge that they shall also rise (1 Cor. xv. 13). 
He is " t h e first-fruits" (1 Cor. xv. 20), the "firstborn from the 
dead" (Col. i. 18), the "firstborn among many brethren" (Rom. 
viii. 29). His people are "r isen with H i m " (Col. iii. 1). 

JeSUS C h r i s t t h e Glorif ied One.—He " was received up into 
glory" (1 Tim. iii. 16): God hath " glorified His Son Jesus" (Acts 
iii. 13) with the glory which He had before the world was (John 
xviii. 5), and with new glories, won by His obedience unto death 
(John xvii. 22 : Phil. ii. 9). His essential glory as God the Son, is 
incommunicable, but His acquired glories He will share with His 
people (Rom. viii. 17). His glory will be made manifest at His 
appearing (Col. iii. 4 with Titus ii. 10), and He will be glorified in 
His saints (2 Thess. i. 10). 

JeSUS C h r i s t t h e C o m i n g One.—His promise to His disciples 
is " I will come again" (John xiv. 3). " Surely I come quickly" 
(Rev. xx. 17). This is the proper hope of the believer, and of the 
Church. The atti tude of the saints is to be "Looking for that 
blessed hope " (Titus ii. 12) : " Waiting for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Chr is t" (1 Cor. i. 7). He will come to the air for His own 
(1 Thess iv. 15): to the earth with them (Rev. xix. 14). 
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Notes on Bible Ixessons for Sunday Schools. 
NOW READY.—"The Sunday School Lesson Scheme" for 1898, printed on strong 

Tinted Paper, New Size, Square Shape, for fixing into pocket Bible, a quarter's 
lessons at a time—2/- per 100. In Book Form, on Tinted Paper, with Memory 
Text printed in full—3/- per 100. The same lessons are in " T h e Children's 
Almanac" and "Gospel Almanac" for 1898, with Daily Texts, Bible Class 
Subjects, and Infant Class Blackboard and Pictorial Lessons—4/- per 100. 
Notes on all the Lessons in the above " Scheme" will be triven monthly in this 
Magazine during 1897, and other helps for Teachers in connection with them 
will be mentioned in our January Number. 

Dec. 12th.—Preaching in His Own Hired House-
Acts xxviii. 16-31. 

MEMORY TEXT—John iii. 36. 
A Prisoner—Preacher—Soul-winner—Fruit of the Gospel. 

PAUL entered Rome, the capital of the Cesars, a prisoner, but was 
allowed to receive all who came to him. There were Christians at 
Rome, to whom Paul had already written an Epistle (see Rom. i. 1-7) 
some five years before, some of whom had come out to meet and 
welcome him (v. 15). After three days in the Imperial city, he called 
the chief of the Jews together to whom he made known his cause, 
and for a whole day from morning till evening spoke of Jesus, out of 
their own Scriptures, the Law and the Prophets (v. 23). He never 
tired of the one theme : Jesus the Saviour to sinners in proud Rome : 
Christ crucified (1 Cor. i. 2) to wise men and philosophers at Corinth. 
Well he knew that there was salvation in no other (Acts iv. 12). 
" And some believed " (v. 24). Yes, the " f ru i t " he had longed to 
see in Rome (Rom. i. 13) was gathered. Some believed, were saved 
(Acts xvi. 31), and made possessors of life everlasting (John iii. 36). 
Others "believed not," and put it from them, as others had done 
before (Acts xiii. 46). Thus the company was divided by the preach
ing of Christ, as the world still is, some receiving, others rejecting 
Him, and the same is true still—(see the two companies in John iii. 
18 : iii. 36 : Mark xvi. 16). The final warning was given to the 
Jews—the last ere they were rejected (1 Thess. ii. 16), and Paul 
turned to the Gentiles. For two whole years while awaiting his 
trial he dwelt in his own hired house, preaching to all wrho came. 
From many references we know his preaching bore its fruit. The 
soldier who guarded him (v. 16), who would be often changed, we 
may be sure heard of Jesus, and the result was, that in Cesar's court 
sinners were saved, some even of Cesar's household (Phil. iv. 22). 
What a triumph of grace. A prisoner used as the instrument in 
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making known the Gospel in the court of the Roman Emperor, and 
in winning souls to Christ from that unlikely place. Nothing is too 
hard for God : His Gospel triumphs wherever it enters, in the palace 
and the hut. 

Deer. 19th—Companions and Fellow-Prisoners — 
Phil. i. ; 2 Tim. i. 

MEMORY TEXT—2 Timothy i. 12. 

Last Service—Loving Helper* —Instructive Letters. 

T H E last glance we saw of Paul in the Acts, is preaching Christ, 
there the narrative abruptly breaks, and the Book ends. But the 
work thus begun went on, and will, while the " acceptable year of 
the Lord55 (Luke iv. 19), " the day of salvation" (2 Cor. vi. 2) 
continues. From scattered references throughout his Epistles, we 
learn somewhat of Paul's work and of his companions. One sinner, 
a runaway slave from Philemon of Colosse (Phil. 10 ; Col. iv. 9), was 
converted by his instrumentality, and became a " faithful and 
beloved brother;55 Luke, " t he beloved physician," his faithful friend 
(Col. iv. 14) ; Timothy, his own beloved son in the faith (Phil. i. 
11) ; Mark, restored in soul, and now profitable for service (Col. 
iv. 12 ; 2 Tim. iv. 11) were with him. During these two years of 
partial imprisonment Paul wrote at least four of his Epistles : to the 
Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, and Philemon, in all of which he 
mentions being a prisoner. (See Eph. iv. 1 ; Col. iv. 10 ; Philip, i. 
1 6 ; Philemon i. 1). No longer at liberty to move from place to 
place preaching and teaching, his pen was used by the Spirit of God 
to communicate some of the most blessed instruction ever revealed 
by God to man, which has in grace been preserved to us Frequent 
visits of servants of Christ, telling of the conversion of sinners 
(Col. i. 4-7) and of the welfare of saints (Col. iv. 8 ; Phil. ii. 19) 
cheered him, and occupied his great heart of love in continual praise 
and prayer (Col. i. 3 ; Phil. L 3.4) and conflict (Col. ii. 1) for them. 
Loving gifts from the saints (Phil. iv. 18), and fellow-workers who 
were a comfort to him (Col. iv. 11) cheered the aged saint and 
servant of Christ (Philemon i. 9), and it may be inferred from 
several Scriptures (see Titus i. 5 ; 2 Tim. iv 20) that he was liber-
for a time, and went forth preaching the Word, and probably wrote 
the 1st Epistle to Timothy and the Epistle to Titus during that 
period. 
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Deer. 26th—Last Words and End.—2 Tim. iv. 1-22. 
MEMORY TEXT—Philippians i. 12. 

The Rare Run - The Crown Won — With Christ. 
DURING Nero's fierce persecution of the Christians—A.D. 64—Paul 
was evidently again imprisoned, not now with liberty to preach, but 
as " a n evildoer unto bonds" (2 Tim. ii. 9). Most of his friends 
were absent from him. Some had " fo r saken" him like Demas 
(v. 10), others " tu rned away55 (v. 15) ashamed of the testimony of 
the Lord and his prisoner. But Paul held on his course and finished 
it triumphantly (v. 7), got a glimpse of his crown, and saw it safely 
" l a id u p " until the day of Christ's judgment-seat (2 Cor. v. 10). 
The Second Epistle to Timothy was his last letter, and it is full of 
touching allusions to his end. How he cheers the young preacher 
(chap. i. 8) to go on boldly for God, holding fast the Word (i. 13), 
continuing in it (ii. 14), preaching it (iv. 2), and the words apply to 
all God's saints and servants still. He had stood his first trial alone 
(v. 16), and was delivered (v. 17), but he knew full well his time was 
short. But he was " ready "; all was settled. As to his salvation, 
he had no doubt (2 Tim. i. 9) : his course was finished, his fight 
fought. Only the one great desire of his heart remained—"to 
depart and be with Chris t" (Phil. i. 23), which to him was the 
greatest gain. How he passed from earth to Heaven, Scripture 
does not tell—tradition says he was beheaded outside the city of 
.Rome on 29th June, A.D. 66—but we know that all was well. He 
passed from the toils and tears of earth, to the rest and the peace of 
paradise, where he had been for a brief space " caught u p " before 
(2 Cor. xii. 4), now to dwell with Christ " which is very far be t te r" 
(Phil. i. 23. R.v.). Thus ended the course of him who was " t h e 
chief of sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15), and yet by grace, Christ's most 
zealous worker (1 Cor. x. 10), and devoted servant, who loved Him 
more than life itself (Acts xxi. 13). He was the honoured 
•instrument chosen to preach the Gospel among the Gentiles (Rom. 
xv. 16), and to unfold the wondrous mystery hitherto hid from men, 
of the oneness of Christ and His members (Col. i. 27 : Eph. iii. 5-6). 
His marvellous conversion, while yet a persecutor, is a pattern of 
Divine longsuffering toward sinners (1 Tim. i. 16). If ho, " the 
chief of sinners," was saved : there is none beyond the reach of that 
grace which still reigns. 

" None can perish who Him trusteth, though he chief of sinners be:" 



and Bible Student's Helper. 141 

Sunday School Lessons for 18g8. 

The Life Story of Simon Peter. 

INTRODUCTION. 

FROM the silvery beach of the Lake of Galilee, where with his 
brother Andrew, and his comrades James and John, he mended his 
nets, and pursued his humble calling as a fisherman, on to near the 
end of a long and eventful life, we can trace the course of Simon 
Peter almost without a break in the Word of God. And what a 
wonderful story it is ! How full of instruction, encouragement, and 
warning ! What variety, simplicity, reality ! No hiding of faults, 
no ideal heroism, but a genuine life story, of one like unto ourselves, 
written by the Holy Ghost, to shew what Christ can do for, and by 
a humble man, and what changes grace can work in a sinner, and 
what revelations and restorations it can make in a saint. His 
early days at Bethsaida, on the lovely shore of Genessaret, His con
version and early life as a disciple of Christ His call to service and 
apostleship, his impetuous nature, fearless disposition, failures, fall, 
restoration and devotion to his Master, will all come before us, as 
we trace his course from that eventful day when Andrew led him to 
Jesus, on through the years that he companied with Him, saw His 
miracles, heard His words, watched His ways, beheld His sufferings, 
looked on His empty tomb, saw Him risen, and was with Him when 
He ascended from Olivet to heaven. This was the first chapter of 
his life, and shews us Simon the sinner, the young believer, the 
faltering disciple, the over-zealous worker, the backslider fallen, 
repentant, restored and re instated to his place as fisher of men, 
shepherd of the flock, and leader among the chosen twelve. From 
Pentecost until near the time of his " decease " (2 Pet. i. 15), we see 
Peter the fearless witness, the powerful preacher, persecuted, 
imprisoned, delivered : apostle of the circumcision, opener of the 
door of faith to the Gentiles, and inspired writer. First named 
always among the twelve (Matt. x. 2-4; Luke vi. 16 ; Acts i. 13) : 
and in the three sets of four into which they were divided. First also 
among the four who were Christ's chief friends (Mark xiii. 3), among 
the favoured three who shared His special confidence (Mark xiv. 3 ; 
Luke xxii. 8), and when after Pentecost two stand forth prominently 
in testimony and suffering (Acts iii. 1, 2 ; iv. 13, 22), Peter's name 
is always first. To this delightful and Divinely told story, so full of 
•Gospel truth, the brightness and joy of the Christian life, its 
trials, triumphs, service and suffering, let us lead our dear scholars, 
with the earnest desire that He who drew Simon Peter to Himself, 
and won his heart, may use the truth lovingly and simply told to 
" ca tch" them for Christ, and thus fulfil the word made to Peter 
long ago, " I will make you to become fishers of men." 



TO OUR READERS. 
0 

T H E present number completes our Tivelfth Annual Volume. We 
rejoice to record the Lord's goodness during all these years, and to 
mark the ever-increasing interest in the great work of seeking the 
salvation of the young. The people of God are waking up to the 
fact, that this is by far the best part of evangelistic effort, and the 
hundreds of bright and happy young believers to be met with 
wherever such work is carried on, are sufficient evidence of its fruit-
fulness. During the year, we have heard of many new Sunday 
Schools being begun, of young men and young women coming 
forward offering themselves as teachers, and of blessed ingatherings 
of boys and girls in many lands to the flock of Christ. I t is with a 
sincere desire to encourage and help all who are engaged in such 
service for the Lord amongst the young, that this little Magazine 
exists, and to provide a channel for communication and fellowship 
among earnest workers widely scattered, yet all engaged in the 
same service. We desire to heartily thank the many who have 
contributed to its pages, and helped in its circulation, and 
would most earnestly seek their continued fellowship during the 
coming year. 

The Bible Lessons for 1898, as already mentioned, will be " T Y P E S 

AND SHADOWS OF C H R I S T " from the Old Testament, alternated 
monthly with " T H E L I F E STORY OF SIMON P E T E R " from the New. 
For these lessons " The Sunday School Scheme," on stout paper, to 
fold and fix in Bible, at 2s per 100; or in Book Form with 
Memory Text, Complete at 3s per 100, is now ready. Full notes on 
these lessons, for the use of Teachers, will appear Monthly in 
this Magazine. 

" T H E BIBLE STUDENTS' CLASS,"numbering several hundreds, and 
open to all Believers, will have for , its subjects during 1898— 
"Bright Lights, Bold Witnesses, and Busy Workers of New Testa
ment Times." These may be used for Local Bible Readings, wTith 
much profit. " A Weekly Gospel Subject for Bible Classes " will also 
be given, with Outlines and Notes for Teachers and Scholars. The 
Magazine is published so as to reach Subscribers before the first 
Lord's Day of each month, and if any difficulty is found in obtain
ing it thus early, it should be ordered direct from the Publisher. 

NOTE.—The same number of this and other Magazines will be sent to all Subscribers 
as before, unless we hear to the contrary. 


