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FOREWORD 

A word of explanation is perhaps necessary 
in connection with the issuance of "Handfuls 
of Purpose." 

So many members of the "Postal Bible 
Class,"—who, for the past two years, received 
the Bible study outlines,—having written, ex-
pressing a desire for continuation in some 
form; after considerable exercise and waiting 
on God, it seemed advisable to merge the 
monthly sheets into a Quarterly Magazine. 

It is issued with a sincere desire that from 
time to time the ministry may be used of God 
to encourage and help those young in the 
faith. 

The next issue of "Handfuls of Purpose" 
will (D.V.) be ready the last week in March. 
We hope in this number to have contributions 
from our brethren in the Lord, A. E. B., 
B. C. G., C. K., J. H. F., H. A. I., etc., and to 
insert an interesting missionary paper—now 
in preparation. Helpful articles; Missionary 
gleanings, particulars of Sunday School work, 
and notes of General Meetings, will be wel-
comed, and as space permits, be inserted. 

We are anxious that the Quarterly shall 
prove to be a real stimulus and blessing to our 
readers, and it is especially issued with a de-
sire to be of some service to those young in 
the faith. 

Please help by your interest and prayers. 
All communications for the Editor, please 

address 
J. W. H. NICHOLS 

662 Mandana Blvd., 
Oakland, Calif. 
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"No Rest," or Baruch's Complaint. 

The forty-fifth chapter of Jeremiah, 

though brief, is a mine of wealth and 

is pregnant with nractical instruction 

for the believer of today. 

It is a day of great ambitions in the 

world—men aspire to things far beyond 

what was even dreamed of in days 

gone by, in the way of success in the 

business or the professions, or in 

the accumulation of wealth, or the 

acquisition of fame, honor or posi- 

tion in life. And this same aspira-
tion for big things in the world has in-
vaded the circle of the saints—and those 
who occupy the place of servants—in a 
special way. They long for, and seek 
to get, great crowds to preach to, wide 
circulation to their writings, if they use 
their pen in ministry, and large assem-
blies built up through their labors. 

And it is just here that the lesson of 
Baruch's failure and bitterness comes in. 
He was a disappointed man; he said in 
his complaint: "Woe is me now! for the 
Lord hath added grief to my sorrow; 
I fainted in my sighing, and I find no 
rest." What an expression to come from 
the lips of a man of Baruch's stamp! 
He had been signally devoted to the cause 
of God and His Israel and took great 
personal risks in his service for Him, 
when acting as amanuensis and spokes-
man for Jeremiah when that prophet was 
shut up and could not himself write or  

go to the people with Jehovah's message. 

(See chapter 36.) This required uncom-

mon fortitude, and it is to the faithful 

secretary's honor that he did not shirk 

or shrink from the task imposed upon 

him, but boldly performed the commission 

of the imprisoned prophet. 

But why then does he speak in such 

doleful tones 'here? What has come 

over him that he pronounces woe upon 

himself, even going to the length of accus- 

ing God of having added grief to his sor-
rows? He faints for very sighing and 
confesses that he finds "no rest." 

The answer God Himself gives. He 
foretells the coming desolation of the 
land and people, and having done 
this, He gently lays His finger on the 
sore of Baruch's heart. "Seekest thou 
great things for thyself?" He asks. 
"Seek them not," He adds. Here we 
have laid bare the cause of Baruch's 
discontent; the secret of his unbecoming 
complainings is brought to light. He 
had been seeking great things for him-
self; he was, in other words, egotistically 
ambitious. Selfish he was not, I believe, 
neither do I think his ambitions were of 
a purely worldly nature. He had not 
hoped to enrich himself through his min-
istry; we could never suspect the good 
man of so base or sordid an ambition—
the acquisition of houses and lands, sil-
ver or gold. But it is possible to be 
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guiltily ambitious even for success in 
spiritual ministry—and here, I believe, 
is just where Baruch failed. He evi-
dently thought to see great results fol-
low his faithful and fearless ministry; 
perhaps he expected to see a great re-
vival or reformation come from his labors 
and to be himself, in consequence, greatly 
honored. 

How gently God deals with His 
erring servant. He does not directly 
accuse him of unhallowed ambition, but 
would reach his conscience by the pre-
sentation of his fault in the form of a 
question—"Seekest thou great things for 
thyself?" This question form is some-
times the very strongest way in which 
to present a statement or prefer an ac-
cusation. And having thus delicately 
rebuked the self-inflicted despondency of 
the aspiring secretary, He announces to 
him the doom of the nation and makes 
known to him that he will escape with 
his life alone. 

What folly, then, to be swayed by am-
bition of success, or to entertain un-
founded hopes of honor or recompense, 
even from brethren, here in this life, and 
in a world lying under the already pro-
nounced judgment of God. 

It seems unnecessary, almost, to make 
application of the above to ourselves to-
day; yet, to how many is the lesson need-
ful no*. Young believers—young men, 
especially, start out in service to the Lord 
with expectations big and glowing; they 
will have many souls given them for 
their hire, either here in the home-lands, 
or in the "regions beyond"; or they will 
teach or exercise their pastoral gift in 
such a way that saints shall be greatly 
edified by their ministrations, great 
changes for the better will be wrought 
in the assemblies through their labors; 
and all this will, of course, reflect great 
credit upon themselves, and they shall be 
held in high esteem by their admiring 
brethren. Of course, the application of 
these last two items they might not wish 
to admit, even to themselves (and it might 
very easily be all unsuspected by them 
as having any place in their righteous  

thoughts) ; and they would in all proba-
bility indignantly resent even the barest 
suspicion of seeking anything, either 
great or small, for themselves. It was 
nrobably unsuspected by Baruch that he 
had ever been seeking great things for 
himself ; he was quite likely altogether 
innocent of any such ambition for him-
self. But God who "pondereth the hearts" 
knew it was there, and in faithfulness 
to His servant and for his soul's good 
and his heart's peace exposes to him his 
mistake. 

And what, we may ask, is in store for 
any child or servant of God who is 
possessed with like ambition for great 
things for himself, even though he 
may persuade himself that it is the 
good of others, or God's glory alone, that 
he seeks? Disappointment, bitter and 
keen, blighted hopes, sighing and "no 
rest." He complains, becomes despond-
ent, leaves the work, perhaps, or with-
draws (under some pretense) from fel-
lowship, seeks an easier or a wider path 
for himself, and often becomes accuser 
to his brethren, just as Baruch here lays 
a part of the blame of his miserable 
state of soul at Jehovah's door. 

Oh, that we might be content to serve 
and witness for our Lord for the joy and 
satisfaction of service alone, whether that 
service be followed by success or what 
men call failure. Failure is written on 
all, we know. Even the model Servant 
Himself had to say, "I have labored in 
vain; I have spent my strength for 
naught, and in vain." Yet He adds, as 
Baruch failed to do, "Yet surely my judg-
ment is with the Lord, and my work 
(margin, reward) with my God." (Isa. 
49 :4.) 

Ah, brethren, let us learn of Him 
who was "meek and lowly in heart,' 
and we shall indeed find rest for our 
souls; we shall not be compelled to pour 
out the complaint of the downcast 
Baruch, "I find no rest." Our work, as 
was our Master's, is with our God, and let 
it suffice us to be ambitious only to hear 
Him say at that day, "Well done, good_ 
and faithful servant." 

C. KNAPP. 
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Discipline. 

In our course here we have to pass 
through a twofold discipline; the first 
on ourselves, and the other on that which 
we value, and each has—or produces—an 
effect very peculiar and distinct in itself ; 
the one is to cast me on God for help, 
the other to cast me on Him for comfort 
and rest. When saints are suffering be-
cause of bodily affliction, they are taught 
how powerless they are. "All flesh is as 
grass"; there is a sense of the impotence 
of man when one is languishing under a 
painful illness, and then it is that the 
heart turns to God and values His power, 
because all human power is felt to be at 
an end, and this is a great lesson. Job 
learned it when he said, "I know thou 
canst do everything," there is no power 
in me—all is in God. 

Now this removes the great impediment 
to faith; because, if I am so reduced and 
helpless, I cannot do aught but turn to 
God, as Jonah did when in the bottom 
of the sea. "Twice (it needs to be re-
peated) have I heard this, that power 
belongeth unto God." This is the great 
groundwork of dependence; it is the only 
ground the widow could take in going 
to the unjust judge (Luke 18) ; he had 
power and she had none. The pressure  

on her was so complete that she was 
driven to appeal to the only one who 
had power, though he was otherwise most 
repulsive. 

The second kind of discipline is that 
which I value being removed, and for 
this I want comfort. If I am friendless—
or, like Jonah, gourdless, I have no one 
to comfort me but God. Thus you see, 
whether your suffering is only confined 
to yourself, or whether it is from the 
break-up of things around, what you 
have to learn is the sufficiency of God. 

There is but the one thought of God 
in disciplining you, viz: to make your 
trials an opportunity to learn and dis-
cover more of His love, and the resources 
which are in Him, as He has revealed 
them in His Son, who has come near to 
us to acquaint our hearts with both the 
help and comfort; and, therefore, He 
not only rests us, but gives us rest. 

In the one it is His power relieving us, 
in the other it is Himself imparting the 
state of rest—the thing itself to us. 

May we each learn more fully what He 
can do, or rather THAT HE CAN DO ALL 
THINGS, and may we know the unspeak-
able joy of our hearts that all our springs 
are in Him. 	 J. B. S. 

Fullness of Joy. 

Amongst true believers there is noth-
ing more lacking in the present day than 
sniiitual joy, and where this is so, there 
is sound reason for the lack on our side. 
Thank God, all is bright on His side. 
We are introduced into unclouded bless-
edness. Our place is before God in all 
the acceptance of the Beloved. "To the 
praise of the glory of His grace, wherein 
He hath made us accepted in the Be-
loved." And our privilege is to share 
the fellowship of the Father and His Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord—the circle of 
divine love. 

What wondrous grace that God should 
be pleased to take us up, and not only 
save us from all the ruin of the first man, 
but bring us into all the joy and blessed-
ness of the second! "As He is, so are 
we in this world." 

Many and various are the causes which 
operate to hinder our enjoyment of what 
has been thus given to us in Christ. 
There are weights which hinder, and sin 
which so easily besets, and Satan behind 
all, seeking to entrap our feet and im-
pede us in every possible way. But there 
is no necessity for us to be overcome, or 
turned aside. 
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God is for us, and the Holy Spirit is 
given to be our strength. If, however, 
we grieve Him, He will not be free to 
minister Christ to us, and how then can 
we rejoice? 

In John's gospel the Lord speaks of 
joy— 

In relation to obedience (chapter 15). 
In relation to dependence (chapter 16). 
In relation to separation (chapter 17). 

Obedience. 

In chapter 15:9, the Lord assures the 
disciples of His love to them: "As the 
Father hath loved Me, so have I loved 
you: continue ye in My love." His love 
to us is only measured by the Father's 
love to Him. Wondrous to think of! 
Have our hearts taken in this wondrous 
truth? Are our souls basking in the en-
joyment of this? Do we really believe 
that at this moment, notwithstanding all 
our fickleness and feebleness, our way-
wardness too, the Lord's love is just the 
same towards us as ever? It cannot 
change, because it is divine and eternal. 
He will never love us less, and He can 
never love us more! 

"Having loved His own which were in 
the world, He loved them to the end." 

Though His love never changes 
toward us, vet the enjoyment of it 
may be lost to us, because of our 
not seeking to please Him by walk-
ing in the path of His will. 

This is what is involved in obedience. 
It has been said, and said truly, that 
"happiness lies in obedience," but this 
demands the setting aside of self, the 
renunciation of our own wills in every-
thing. This we may not always be pre-
pared for. But observe how the Lord 
sets Himself before us as our example! 
In verses 10 and 11 He says, "If ye keep 
my commandments, ye shall abide in my 
love; even as I have kept My Father's 
commandments, and abide in His love. 
These things have I spoken unto you, 
that my joy might remain in you, and 
that your joy might be full." 

Dependence. 

In chapter 16: 23 and 24 He says, 
"Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
My Name, He will give it you. Hitherto 
have ye asked nothing in My Name: 
ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy 
may be full." This is our resource in 
His absence, and what more could we de-
sire? We are to ask the Father in His 
Name, that is as representing Him here, 
which would exclude all that would 
merely gratify ourselves. 

Now prayer is the expression of de-
pendence; for why pray if we have no 
need, or if we have any resource in our-
selves? 

How blessed for us to be so consciously 
weak in ourselves, that we are absolutely 
cast on the Lord as our only resource. 
Conscious weakness is the path of divine 
power. Even Paul had to learn, "when 
I am weak, then am I strong." Blessed 
lesson! He gloried in what made little 
of himself before men, and took pleasure 
in difficulties of the most trying kind, that 
the power of Christ might rest upon 
Him. 

Obedience and dependence are insepa-
rable. If there be not subjection of heart 
to the Lord's will, which is expressed in 
keeping His commandments, we shall not 
realize His sustaining power. He will 
not support us in any path of our own de-
vising, nor could we in this, look to Him 
in confidence to be kept, and this, I have 
no doubt, is the cause of such a manifest 
want of joy among the people of God 
today. 

In Psalm 81 we have a striking in-
stance of what Israel lost through their 
disobedience and lack of confidence in 
God. Jehovah reminds them of what He 
had done for them, and in verse 10 He 
says, "Open thy mouth wide, and I will 
fill it." Could they have desired more? 
They were promised blessing without 
measure, without stint, but alas! they 
would not hearken to Jehovah's voice, 
and the latter part of the Psalm is His 
lament over what they had lost through 
their willfulness and disobedience. He 
as much as says if you had only obeyed 
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My voice, and been content with My 
ordering for you, trusting Me simply, I 
would have done far better for you than 
you could possibly have done for your-
selves. What a pity we are so often 
like them, and in our unbelief try to do 
better for ourselves than He is doing 
for us, and so we are robbed of the 
blessedness and satisfaction found in 
simple dependence on the Lord alone. If 
we had more confidence in the Lord's 
love, and in His unerring wisdom, we 
should be saved from many a sorrow and 
heart-break. Whether we realize it or 
not, He is doing His very best for us. 
True love could not do anything else. 
And though He may permit us to be tried 
for some wise reason—unknown to us it 
may be, yet He will never fail us. "I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
So that we may boldly say the Lord is 
my helper, and I will not fear. . . ." 
(Hebrews 13:5, 6.) 

Separation. 

In John 17, the Lord takes His stand 
on the ground of redemption accom-
plished. He sets His disciples in His 
own position before the Father, and they 
are sent into the world to represent 
Him. 

We are allowed to hear the breathings 
of His soul into the Father's ear about 
them.. He entrusts them to the Holy 
Father's care, to be kept in His Name, 
as He had kept them in the Father's 
Name, and in verse 13 He says, "And 
now come I to Thee; and these things I 
sneak in the world that they might have 
my joy fulfilled in themselves." In verses 
18 and 19 He also says, "As Thou hast 
sent Me into the world, even so have I 
also sent them into the world. And for 
their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they 
also might be sanctified through the 
truth." 

His separation from all here is the 
measure of our separation. 

We are sanctified according to the  

place He has taken for us, and are sent 
into the world to be here 'for Him, as 
He was here for the Father. 

What marvelous grace! What an 
honor He has conferred upon us! Oh! 
for grace to rise up to the moral dignity 
of such a position, and even seek to be 
more separate in heart and ways from 
everything that is unsuited to the place 
He has taken for us. May the one desire 
of our hearts be to live Christ, to occupy 
for Him in whatever sphere He has 
placed us, and thus to have—what noth-
ing else can compensate for—His joy 
filling our hearts. Never was it more im-
portant than now to insist upon, and 
maintain, a holy separateness from this 
defiling world. If there is any compro-
mise with it, in any way, be assured 
we cannot be in the realization of His 
joy; nor can we know what fullness of 
joy is. "Know ye not that the friendship 
of the world is enmity with God? Who-
soever, therefore, will be a friend of the 
world is the enemy of God." (James 
4:4.) Nothing is more insidious and 
subtle than worldliness. It meets us 
everywhere and is sure to creep in upon 
us if we are not watchful. It presents 
itself in a thousand forms, and no one 
is beyond being influenced by it. But in 
whatever guise it may present itself, we 
ought to seek grace to refuse it abso-
lutely. 

May we never forget that we are 
called to follow in the footsteps of a 
rejected Christ—One for whom the world 
has neither heart nor eye—One for 
whom there was no room in the world's 
inn. May we be able to say with Paul, 
-God forbid that I should glory, save in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
whereby the world is crucified unto me, 
and I unto the world"; and, may we, 
in this day of increasing worldliness, 
lay to heart the exhortation, "Be not 
conformed to this world, but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, 
acceptable and perfect will of God." 
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"Thy King Cometh." 
"Glorious things are spoken of thee, 

0 City of God." (Psa. 87:3.) Thus 

wrote the Psalmist as the eye of faith 

viewed God's chosen city. Two glories 

are connected with it, His foundation and 

who belongs to it. The foundation is in 

the holy mountain; it cannot be moved: 

the purposes of God must stand fast. 

But the Psalmist adds (verse 4), "This 

man was born there"; surely this is an 

allusion to the coming King, not perhaps 

as connected with His First Coming 

(though He was one of Zion's children) , 

but when grace establishes the New 

Jerusalem, He will be the first-born, and 

"the Highest Himself shall establish 

her." But today—though freed from the 

domination of the Turk—the City of God 

remains—as she has been for so many 

centuries—a city of desolation, a modern 

"Ichabod." Want and woe still charac-

terize the guilty city, the voice of weep-
ing is still heard within her gates, but 
the day of her glorious deliverance is 
at hand, and Jerusalem shall soon be the 
jou of the whole earth. 

Futile will be the efforts of Zionists 
and the Gentile powers to restore Jerusa-
lem to her former greatness; the clock of 
prophecy must be started by mightier 
power than earth can furnish. Another 
stroke of judgment must fall upon the 
apostate nation from the hand of God, 
tribulation unparalleled in Israel's his-
tory will be poured out during that event-
ful last week of Gentile supremacy, when 
the remnant cry for deliverance will be 
heard, and "God shall help her, and that 
right early." (Psa. 46:5.) 

Think of it, dear reader, in the very 
city where every possible indignity was 
poured upon the Holy Person of our 
blessed Lord, honor and glory shall be 
accorded Him. Yes! in Jerusalem, where 
He was the drunkard's song, where they 
mocked, scourged and spat upon Him,  

plucking the hair from His cheek, while 

crying derisively, "Hail, King of the 

Jews," there He shall yet be loyally wel-

comed, homage, obedience and praise 

shall be His, and the cry of a glad na-

tion shall echo through the streets of 

the city, "Let the King live forever." 

Kings shall fall down before Him, 
And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore Him, 
His praise, all people sing; 

Outstretched His wide dominion 
O'er river, sea and shore, 

Far as the eagle's pinion 
Or dove's light wing can soar. 

Zechariah graphically portrays the 

coming in glory of our Lord (chapter 14), 

telling us that the very spot where those 
blessed feet last trod (Acts 1:12) shall 
be first touched at His coming again. At 
"evening time it shall be light" (Zec. 
14:7.) "The Lord shall be King over 
all the earth, in that day shall there be 
ONE LORD and His name one" (verse 
9). Filling the throne of David, right-
eousness, peace, joy shall fill the whole 
earth, and the blessing of His benign 
reign shall radiate from Zion to the ends 
of the earth. "The government shall be 
upon His shoulder: and His name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace." But words fail to ex-
press the greatness and glory of that 
scene in which, and above which, He 
shall be pre-eminent. 

How all this fills our hearts with ador-
ing praise; for the One whose glories 
will then be revealed, is the One our 
hearts have learned to love and whose 
blessed Person we adore. 

We await that prior moment, the 
blessed consummation of all our hopes; 
and wonder of wonders, the moment for 
which He waits in patience, when as the 
Bridegroom He shall come and claim 
His bride, co-partner of all those coming 
glories. 	 [Ed.] 
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Bible Traducers. 
These comment on a book of which 

they know nothing, the object and import 
of which they have not even studied. 

The book contains an immense scope 
of connected thought and system, reach-
ing from Genesis to the melting away 
of time into eternity—all its parts hang-
ing together and developing every form 
of relationship between God and man, 
historically pursued, yet morally and in-
dividually realized, in which every part 
fits into the other like the pieces of a 
dissected map, proving the perfectness 
and completeness of the whole. 

All this system, I say, making a com-
plete whole, in absolute unity, yet writ-
ten as it was (as the best testimony proves 
at long intervals over a space of some 
fifteen hundred years, and pursued 
through every varying condition in which 
man can be placed—of ignorance, dark-
ness and light; with principles brought 
out into intended contrast—as the law 
and the gospel—yet never losing its per-
fect and absolute unity, or the relation-
ship of its parts—ALL THIS IS 
PASSED OVER by these objectors. They 
are not perhaps conscious of the exist-
ence of it. They have about as much 
knowledge of the Bible as a babe who 
took a dissected map and would put to-
gether two parts of the antipodes be-
cause they were colored red and looked 
pretty. The constant and laborious exer-
cises of free criticism, the close and sift-
ing examination the Bible has gone 
through for ages, the anxious, feverish 
search after errors or contradictions 
within, prove anxiety to show it is not 
what it claims to be. 

Why all this anxiety? Those not imme-
diately under the influence of Moham-
medanism are long satisfied it is false, 
and leave it there, but these minute 
searches after a flaw continue—are re-
peated. Men take it up on every side. 
Astronomy and geology are called in to 
aid. Geography is ransacked, history, 
antiquity, style, manuscripts of all kinds, 
foolish writings of the fathers, absurd  

writings of heretics, apochryphal imita-
tions of its contents, nothing left un-
turned to find something to discredit it; 
wise writings of philosophers are taken 
to prove they could do as well, or were 
the sources of the good, or even the al-
leged absurdities of doctrines. Every 
influence sought out which could have 
moralized humanity, that the Book may 
not be supposed to excel. Why all this 
toil? Why, if it be a doctrine like Plato's, 
should it not have produced its effect, and 
our philosophers be as cool about it as 
about other things? 

It has—their conscience knows it has—
God's claim, and God's truth in it, and 
they will not allow that the true God, 
that Christ is the source of it, for then 
they must bend and admit what man is. 
An infidel cannot let God and His truth 
alone, because he knows it is His truth. 
He is a zealot against it, for his will is 
engaged, he is a bitter zealot, because his 
conscience is uneasy. 

Why, I say, is all this labor spent upon 
a book of which the contents are but 
the product of an ignorant age, a prej-
udiced people and upon productions 
which are the grossest impostures, pre-
tending to be prophecies, but written 
apres coup!! 

Think of persons writing long introduc-
tions to the Sibyl oracles, which they be-
lieve to be a fabrication, or even to the 
Koran, which is only an imposture! 

How mighty is the Word of God! 
It not only flows deep, clean, fructifying, 
gladdening and saving for him who 
drinks its exhaustless waters, but extorts 
the inevitable homage of those who 
deny it! 

J. N. D. 

One cannot honor Christ in one's walk, 
and at the same time walk with those 
who dishonor Him—hence, I am told to 
purge myself from vessels to dishonor, 
that I may be a vessel unto honor, sanc-
tified and meet for the Master's use. See 
2 Tim. 2. 
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An Appeal to Christian Young Men. 

"I find it very hard to lead a Christian 
life," said a young man to me the other 
day. 

He had been converted and had to a 
certain extent confessed that fact to 
many, but yet, like many in similar cir-
cumstances, he found the Christian path 
difficult. And why? Why should a life 
of practical godliness be difficult? Why 
do we find many, especially among the 
young men of today, oppressed by what 
they call the difficulties of the way? They 
believe; they accept the Word of God; 
they refuse to be caught by the infidelity 
around them; they desire to live for 
Christ; they thankfully own the value of 
His blood, and admit, in measure, His 
claims over them as Lord; and yet, with 
all that, they complain of difficulties, and 
of their inability to live up to the stand-
ard. Now, where does the fault lie? 

Granted that salvation is known and 
enjoyed, that eternal life is consciously 
possessed, and that the experience is that 
of Romans 8, as contrasted with Chapter 
7; that is, the soul has acknowledged that 
"in me, that is, in my flesh dwelleth no 

good thing," but that, on the contrary, it 
can truly say, "There is, therefore, now 
no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus . . . . for the law of the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made 
me free from the law of sin and death." 
If it can really, through grace, rejoice in 
this liberty, then how comes it still to find 
difficulty? Clearly the difficulty is not one 
which arises from ignorance of doctrine. 
The soul in this case does not require 
truth in order to deliver, or set it free 
from sin's dominion. That deliverance 
is known. No! the hitch does not lie 
there. A clear gospel has been heard and 
received, and the soul—as far as mere 
knowledge is concerned—is right enough. 
Lack of scripture information is not the 
point. Thank God for a clear grasp of 
a gospel that delivers the soul from the 
entire question of sin, and that places it 
before Himself in conscious acceptance! 

But this does not touch the point in ques-

tion. 

Truth is moral, as well as intellectual; 
and seeing we are made of heart as well 
as head, the heart having more influence 
over us than the brain; it is necessary to 
own this effect of the Word on our 
ways. The heart is king, and the other 
members are its vassals. The will is 
liege-lord, and ever claims the throne. 

Now, young men, what you want is a 
heart—a heart devoted to Christ. Oh, 
how difficulties vanish before the omnipo-
tence of a devoted heart. It is half-heart-
edness that is the cause of all your trou-
ble. YOU ARE ASHAMED OF 
CHRIST. Your confession of His Name 
is sadly restricted. You often play the 
coward. Your flag is not nailed to the 
mast! 

Oh, what liberty of soul is found in 
making a final committal of yourself, and 
in taking a stand of uncompromising de-
cision for the Lord! Reservation is fatal. 

To hold Christ in one hand and the world 
in the other, is misery to yourself and 
dishonor to Him. A divided heart means 
chronic defeat. 

You plead circumstances. Well, proper 
circumstances are no hindrance, but if 
your line of life is improper, that is—un-
scriptural, leave it. Better to be poor 
with Christ, than rich without Him, or 
only a part of Him. God will never fail 
the one who really follows the Lord. 
CHRIST WANTS FOLLOWERS. True 
service flows from following. If you do 
not follow, you cannot serve, and in order 
to follow there must be heart affection. 

Difficulties is not the word. Say that 
they are impossibilities, and then you will 
know in whose strength to face them. The 
path of faith—to the flesh—is not diffi-
cult, it is impossible. 

To cross the Red Sea was impossible, 
yet faith marched through dry shod. To 
traverse the wilderness was impossible; 
yet faith was fed by the food of angels, 
and refreshed by water from the rock. 
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To pass the Jordan was impossible, 
(especially when it had overflown its 
banks), yet again faith walked through 
the flood, and placed her foot on the 
shores of promise. 

If a thing is difficult, we will, perhaps, 
face it in our own strength and be beaten. 
If it is impossible, we repudiate all confi-
dence in ourselves, and go forward in the 
grace and power of the living God, and 
the mighty giant falls by a stone from the 
shepherd's sling. "Grasshoppers?" Yes! 
but God can use a "worm to thresh a 
mountain," and a Paul to establish the 
Church. 

Courage, dear young fellow-Christians; 
throw your hearts unreservedly into the 
interests of Christ, and talk no more of 
difficulties. Three years after I was con-
verted I went down upon my knees and 
asked the Lord the meaning of "That they 
which live, should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto Him which died for 
them, and rose again." (2 Cor. 5:15.) 

And the result? Well, I saw it had 
been self hitherto, but it was henceforth 
to be Christ. 

Ah! the sweetness of His love who died 
for me filled my soul, and now His claims, 
as risen Lord, asserted themselves worth-
ily over my affections. A new vista 
opened, and a new life lay before me. 
You will find it in full power, and the re-
sults, if you read the epistle to the Phil-
ippians. 

Did Paul sit down at the hill difficulty 
and shed effeminate tears of unmanly 
irresolution? Did he shrink from the  

lions which terrified "Timorous" and 
"Mistrust"? Far be the thought. No, 
man of like passions though he were, his 
heart was so intense, and his pursuit so 
keen, that none of these things moved 
him, neither did he count his life dear 
to himself so that he might finish his 
course with joy. Happy man, bright 
victorious witness! 

I am persuaded, dear young fellow-
Christian, that these difficulties are but 
the phantoms of a half-hearted indecision, 
and that they would vanish like vapor, if 
you had but the moral courage to put 
down your foot in the bold, gracious re-
fusal of all that is of the world. The 
first injunction in the book of Proverbs is 
that you say "No" to evil. (See Chap. 
1:10, etc.) 

Oh! the immense moral power of that 
virtuous little adverb! Moses knew its 
value when he "Refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter." And our 
life, in order to be complete and full-
orbed, must be negative as well as posi-
tive. 

Each coin has its reverse and obverse. 
Each Christian must assert his "no" as 
well as his "yes," by grace, to Christ and 
his blessed ways. 

Go and bathe your heart, dear reader, 
in the ocean-fulness of His love. Let it 
be suffused and satisfied with the story of 
His grace, and then seek that you hence-
forth may be marked by one bright idea, 
the glory of Him who died for you and 
rose again. 

J. W. S. 

The Warmth of the Truth. 
There is a scientific experiment by 

which a beam of sunlight shining into a 
darkened room can be robbed of all its 
warmth. 

The man of science interposes a strong 
solution of alum, and, lo ! the heat of the 
ray dies in that beautiful beam, and that 
which passes on is light without heat. 

We have met men to whom the faith is 
like that cold and loveless ray: They 
hold the doctrines, clearly and scriptur-
ally, but to the living Christ and the  

warmth of His love, they seem to be utter 
strangers! 

They have been cheated out of the great 
realities by some device of the Devil. 

This is not as our Lord would have it. 
He desires that we should abide in all the 
blessedness of His perfect love, so that we 
shall not be robbed of any part of its 
healthful virtue. He says, "As the Father 
hath loved me, so have I loved you : con-
tinue ye in my love. (John 15:9.) 

H. J. V. 



Studies in the Epistle to 
the Ephesians. 

This rich exposition of truth, written 
from the precincts of a Roman prison, 
contains the most beautiful unfolding of 
individual and collective blessings. We 
have seen in our previous study its inti-
mate connection with the epistles to the 
Romans, and Colossians, and remarked 
that of all the collective epistles written 
by the Apostle Paul, Romans and Ephe-
sians are the only ones that are not cor-
rective. There was nothing to reprove 
or set in order at Ephesus, the heart of 
the apostle is, therefore, free to immedi-
ately unfold the counsels of God, both as 
to the person of the Lord and His people's 
association with Him. 

"In Christ" and "according," are the 
key words, and it would be well before 
proceeding further, to underline these 
throughout the epistle. "In Christ" gives 
us Christian standing, "according" is fre-
quently used because the Holy Spirit is 
unfolding the purposes of God. 

How sublime to stand in spirit with the 
beloved Apostle on the height of this New 
Testament Pisgah, and listen, not to a 
forced declaration of God's thoughts and 
purposes concerning His people (as with 
Balaam, Numbers 23 and 24), but to the 
unfolding of truth by one whose heart 
was raptured with the glory and vastness 
of the Father's thoughts concerning 
Christ and His saints. 

There was nothing to impede the out-
flow from the apostle, or the inflow to the 
saints at Ephesus. 

Walking in the fear of God and com-
fort of the Holy Spirit, the teacher and 
the taught could enjoy in simplicity the 
blessings treasured up in Christ. 

We must be in communion with God to 
enter into and appreciate His thoughts 
and counsels, and this is the only means 
of true enlargement in the comprehension 
of His ways of blessing and purposes. 

These truths cannot be enjoyed where 
the heart is not set free from sin's domi-
nation, and the world; or where there is a 
carnal walk; we cannot go on with the 
world and commune with God about His 
counsels and glory, which find their cen-
ter in the Beloved. 

Verse 1. Even in connection with his 
apostleship Paul brings in the will of 
God; this accords with the character of 
the unfolding as already outlined. He ad-
dresses the company as saints and faith-
ful in Christ Jesus. This word "faithful"  

does not mark off a class, but, as in Colos-
sians, applies to the whole company. If 
we—in spirit— transport ourselves to 
those early days, we shall better under-
stand the expression; for in the begin-
ning, to speak of one as "faithful" was to 
say he was a believer. 

Verses 2 and 3. The usual salutation 
is given, then, in musing over the vast- 
ness of the truth he is about to present, 
the apostle's heart overflows with praise 
to the "God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

Here notice where our blessings are se-
cured! They are not earthly and tem- 
poral, as in the past dispensation, or de- 
pendent upon obedience to the law, but 
Heavenly and spiritual, secured also "in 
Christ," according to the purposes of God, 
the source of it all—His own heart. 
Mark, also, it is "every" blessing (N. T.) 
not one thing wanting, even with the 
feeblest believer. 

How blessed to know that our spiritual 
blessings are not deposited in us, where, 
owing to our feebleness and faithlessness, 
they might be lost, but are secured "in 
Christ," where there is no possiblity of 
breakdown, and where the power of Satan 
can never reach. 

The verses following may be divided 
thus : 4 to 7, the blessings, how they 
reach us; 8 to 10, the counsels of God 
as to the Person displayed and glory of 
the Son; 11 to 14 speak of the inheri- 
tance and the Holy Spirit as seal and 
earnest of it. To the end of the chap-
ter we have the Apostle's prayer that 
the saints at Ephesus might know these 
things and the power by which every 
purpose of God will be accomplished. 

Verse 4. Wonderful thought, not 
merely blessed according to the sover- 
eignty of God, His counsels lead our 
hearts back into eternity, before worlds 
were; and show that this system of 
glory and blessing is outside the things 
of time, and will exist when this world 
has passed away. We are before Him, in 
His presence, in perfect accord with His 
nature. God could not have us in His 
presence in any other way. Is He holy 
and blameless? We must readily admit 
it, then the believer is in harmony with 
all that He delights in. 

Verse 4 connects with "God," as men-
tioned in second verse; verse 5, with 
"Father." 
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Verse 5. The believer is predestined 
unto adoption. 

Here we have greater nearness, a rela-
tionship established. God would have a 
family near to Himself, "According to 
the good pleasure of His will." Note the 
expression "unto Himself"; what near-
ness this expresses, what intimacy, Sons 
to Himself, to be displayed in glory with 
the Son. 

Verse 6. "Having taken us into favour 
in the Beloved." What fulness of grace 
we have here! Notice the expression 
"the beloved"—What a place of near-
ness! No other word could be substi-
tuted which would express the greatness 
of His grace. The believer is accepted in 
the One who is the supreme object of the 
Father's love; and mark, what He has 
done is according to the good pleasure 
of His will, and to the praise of the glory 
of His grace. He glorifies Himself in all 
He does. How wonderful, then, that in 
bringing us into this wonderful position, 
His glory is enhanced. 

Verse 7. Here we see whom He has 
chosen to bless. Sinners without a claim 
on His goodness; this first work, there-
fore, is mentioned in this verse, "redemp-
tion through His blood, the forgiveness of 
sin," but even this, we are told, is "ac-
cording" to the riches of His grace. He 
thought of us in our ruin and helpless-
ness, and forgave, not grudgingly, but 
consistently with what He is. 

Verses 8, 9 and 10. Having brought 
us into nearness, and given us spiritual 
capacity, God reveals His purposes in 
connection with the glory of Christ and 
the administration (New Trans.), of the 
fulness of times. 

All things are to be headed up in Christ 
as Head. Our place before God and 
nearness to Him have given us an in-
terest in these purposes concerning the 
Son. 

What a wonderful spectacle will be that 
displayed glory in which Christ shall 
shine, and the saints in association with 
Him! This will be the consummation of 
all God's ways in government. 

Verses 11 and 12. In Him we have 
obtained the inheritance, and this accord-
ing to the will of God, and wonderful 
thought, in that inheritance we shall be 
to the praise of His glory. Here note the 
New Trans.; reading "Who have pre-
trusted in Christ." The Apostle is here 
referring to those from among the nation 
of Israel who had believed, in contrast 
to the Gentile Christians. 

Verses 13 and 14. This mention of 
blessing extended to the Gentiles leads 
the Apostle to speak of another precious  

truth viz.: the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Having believed the gospel, they were 
sealed by the Holy Spirit, in view of the 
inheritance soon to be possessed. This, of 
course, was true of the believing Jews 
also. See Acts 13:15 to 17. 

This is an important point, and we 
might here quote a remark from J.N.D.'s 
Synopsis: "Remark, here, the subject is 
not being born again, but a seal put on 
believers, a demonstration and earnest of 
their future full participation in the 
heritage which belongs to Christ." The 
prayer may be divided into two parts, 15 
to 19, that they might understand His 
calling and what is associated with it; 
then verses 20 to the end, that they might 
understand the power which will effect-
ually accomplish all His purposes, and 
bring them into the inheritance with 
Christ. 

Compare this prayer and that of Chap-
ter 3. In this he prays that the saints 
might understand their calling, and what 
is associated with it, Chapter 3; that they 
might walk worthy of it. The first pray-
er is connected with standing, the second 
is connected with state. 

Verses 15 and 16. Faith and love 
marked the Ephesian Christians, and this 
filled the heart of the Apostle with thanks-
giving. What a whole-hearted, devoted 
servant he was! ever carrying the saints 
on his heart before God. 

Notice the difference of address here 
and in Chap. 3. Here it is, "The God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ"; in Chapter 3, 
"The God and Father." This beautifully 
accords with the subject of each prayer. 
Here, His counsels are in question, and 
God is "The Father of glory" (verse 17), 
all emanates from Him. 

He prayed that they might have the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding in 
the full knowledge of God, with this 
blessed knowledge the heart must be con-
fident that God will effectuate all His 
purposes. 

Verses 19 and 20. The power, too, by 
which He will accomplish this is known; 
it is that power which raised Christ from 
the dead, and set Him at His right hand. 

Here, of course, Christ is viewed as 
man. 

Verses 21 to 23. In Colossians His 
place of pre-eminence is connected with 
Deity, but here—as man—He is seen 
placed over all things as Head, filling the 
universe with glory. 

It is this same blessed Person who is 
Head of the Body, and fills all things. 
The assembly is the fulness, or comple-
ment, of Christ. Here it would appear 
that the first great type of Christ and the 
Church is in the Apostle's mind. 
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Adam was made Lord of all, but was 
alone in that glory until Eve was given 
as a partner of all he possessed. The 
Lord would not be alone in His glory; He  

gave Himself for the Church, and will 
have her as the sharer of His throne and 
glory.—[Ed.] 

Missionary Items. 

Who Will Go? 
"Also I heard the voice of the Lord say-

ing, Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us? Then said I, here am I, send 
ME."—Isa. 6:8. The tom-toms thumped 
straight on all night, and the darkness 
shuddered round me like a living, feeling 
thing. I could not go to sleep, so I lay 
awake and looked. In my reverie, I saw 
as it seemed, thus; 

That I stood on a grassy sward, and at 
my feet a precipice broke sheer down into 
infinite space. I looked, and saw no bot-
tom, only cloud shapes, black and furious-
ly coiled with great shadow-shrouded 
hollows, and unfathomable depths. Back 
I drew, dizzy with the depths. Then in 
my day-dream I saw the forms of people 
moving single-file along the grass. They 
were making for the edge! There was a 
woman, with a babe in her arms, and an-
other child holding on to her dress. She 
was on the very verge, and I looked and 
saw she was blind. She lifted her foot 
for the next step—it trod air! She was 
over, and the children with her. OH! 
The cry, as they went over. Then I saw 
streams of people from all quarters. All 
seemed blind, all made for the precipice. 
There were shrieks as they suddenly knew 
themselves falling. But some went over 
silently, without uttering a sound. 

Then I wondered, with a wonder which 
was simply agony, why no one stopped 
them at the edge! I could not call, 
though I strained and tried, only a whis-
per would come. 

Then I saw along the edge there were 
sentries set at intervals, but the intervals 
were far too great, there were wide un-
guarded gaps between, and over these 
gaps the people fell in blindness quite un-
warned, and the green grass seemed 
blood-red to me, and the gulf yawned, like 
the mouth of Hell. 

Then I saw, like a picture of peace, a 
group of people under some trees, with 
their backs turned toward the gulf. 

They were making daisy chains. Some-
times when a piercing shriek rang out and 
cut the quiet air, it disturbed them, they 
thought it a vulgar noise, and if one of 
their number started up and wanted to 
go and do something to help them, the 
others would pull that one down. "Why 
should YOU get so excited about it? 
You must wait a definite call to go, be-
sides you haven't finished your daisy 
chain yet. It would really be selfish to 
leave us to finish alone." 

There was another group made up of 
people whose great desire was to get more 
sentries out, but they found few wanted 
to go, and sometimes there were no sen-
tries within miles and miles of the edge! 
Once a girl stood alone in her place waiv-
ing the people back, but her mother and 
relations called and reminded her her fur-
lough was due. She must not break the 
rules. And being tired and needing a 
change, she had to go and rest awhile, 
BUT NO ONE CAME TO GUARD HER 
PLACE, and over and over again the peo-
ple fell, like a waterfall of souls! 

Once a child caught at a tuft of grass 
growing at the brink of the gulf ; it clung 
convulsively, and called, but no one 
seemed to hear. Then the roots gave 
way, and with a cry the child went over, 
her hands still holding the bunch of torn-
off grass. The girl who wanted to be 
back at her gap thought she heard a cry, 
and springing up, wanted to go, at which 
friends reproved her, reminding her no 
one was absolutely necessary anywhere, 
the gap would be filled by someone! Thcn 
they sang a missionary hymn. 

Then through the hymn came the sound 
like the pain of a million broken hearts, 
wrung out in one full drop, one sob. 

A horror of great darkness was upon 
me, for I knew it was THE CRY OF 
BLOOD. 

Then thundered a voice, the voice of the 
Lord, and said, 

"What hast THOU done, the voice of 
thy brothers' blood crieth unto me from 
the ground." 
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The tom-toms beat heavily still, the 
darkness still shuddered and shivered 
about me. I heard the yells of the devil-
dancers, and the weird, wild shriek of the 
devil-possessed, just outside the gate. 
What does it matter, after all? It has 
gone on for years. Why make such a 
fuss about it? 

God forgive us! God arouse us, and 
shame us out of our callousness, shame 
us out of our sin! [A. C. Adapted.] 

The foregoing was written by a zealous 
worker in the Zenana Mission of India; 
its moral is evident and will eloquently 
appeal to every true-hearted Christian. 
To speak of the vast need among those 
teeming millions, so dark and shut in by  

the terrible caste system which obtains 
there, is not possible at this time. India, 
too, is only part of the great harvest 
field. Let us not only pray the Lord of 
the harvest to fit and send out labourers, 
but see that the temporal needs of those 
we know are scripturally serving the 
Lord, and especially in heathen lands, are 
met. Do not, however, let us suppose that 
our responsibility ceases there. Where 
are the young men and young women 
with hearts fired by the love of God, will-
ing to give up comforts and worldly pros-
pects, aye, it may be life itself, that the 
Gospel message may reach some who to-
day sit in heathen darkness. Let not our 
words be, "send someone else," but 
"HERE AM I, SEND ME." 	[Ed.] 

Workers Among the Young 

These pages will—we trust—be found helpful to those who seek to 
serve the Lord among the children. Short articles, suggestions, and in-
terchange of thought on the best mode of interesting and helping the 
young, will always be welcome. 

Fruitful Field. 
There are men today who preach to 

thousands; they are much before the pub-
lic eye; their names have become house-
hold words, and they seem to be used of 
God in widespread blessing, while your 
service is hidden and unostentatious. 
Are you ever tempted to envy those ser-
vants who have a great name? Envy 
them not. Keep in mind that you serve 
the Lord Christ. He is taking note of 
every bit of true service done to Him. In 
His well-adjusted balances all service is 
weighed, and He knows its true value. 
Everything you ever did for Him has 
gone down to your credit in His book. 
You shall have your recompense 	He will 
speak words of approval which you will 
cherish in your heart and memory for-
ever. How blessed to serve a Master so 
tender and gracious! May you be satis-
fied with His commendation. Those who 
are praised of men have their reward 
now; may you be content to await yours. 

Service among the young is pre-emi-
nently a labour of love. Patience of hope 
also is called for. You need these three 
Christian graces very much developed in  

your soul. It is a work of faith. You 
cannot count upon anything ,in the chil-
dren. Your faith must be in the Lord. 
It must be a labour of love, because often 
the children are trying, and if love is not 
at the back of your service, you will grow 
weary. There must be patience of hope, 
too, because you must look forward for 
the result of what you are doing. 

S. T. 

Object Addresses. 
A short address will be found most 

acceptable to the children; this might be 
to the whole school, the first Lord's Day 
of each month, or occasionally after the 
Sunday School. A blackboard and chalk 
will prove a great addition; this can be 
used for many purposes. 

There are so many things easily drawn, 
which will rivet the attention of the chil-
dren, take for example the following: 

CRUCIFIED 
ONLY 
MY 
EVERLASTING 

SAVIOUR 

44),  
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Take the word, "Come," and propose to 
the scholars that they find a word begin-
ning with each of the four letters de-
scriptive of the Saviour. Get someone to 
find and read the verse, "Come for all 
things are now ready." Then take each 
letter and use it similarly to the above; 
especially emphasizing the third word, 

Will some of our readers express their 
views as to the following: 

What is the best way to keep the inter-
est of those too old for the ordinary Sun-
day School Class, but not old enough for 
the Adult Bible Class? 

Replies to the Editor; 

Postal Bible Class. 

Those who desire to join us in Bible 
study, please send in your names and ad-
dresses as early as possible. Members 
will follow the Bible study outlines, and 
answer questions given in this section. It 
is also understood that the daily portion 
of verses given will be read. This need 
not replace, but rather supplement, any 
course of reading or study now being pur-
sued. 

FIRST MONTH— (Readers over 16). 
Write a brief paper on the subject of 

"Salvation," giving the various aspects, 
with scripture references. 

Replies not to exceed 500 words, 
written on one side of paper. The best 
paper we hope to publish in our next. 

FIRST MONTH—(Readers under 16). 
One whose heart the Lord opened. 
A Gittite, whom the Lord blessed 
and his household. 
The name of the place where Sam-
uel was buried. 
A prophetess who judged Israel 
at one time. 
Name of a people who feared to 
help the children of Ammon. 
Name of the angel having the key 
of the bottomless pit. 
A Queen, who kindled a King's 
wrath and disobeyed him. 
The name of a tempestuous wind 
which rose against a ship. 

(9) One who was lame in both feet. 
(10) One caught up in a chariot of fire. 
The initial letters of the ten answers 

form a sentence giving us the cry of a 
disciple when in danger. 

Correct reply will be published in next 
number. 
SECOND MONTH—(Readers over 16). 

(1) Why did God allow the children of 
Israel to wander 40 years in the 
wilderness? 

(2) What is the passage of the Red 
Sea a type of? 

(3) What happened at Gilgal? 
(4) What took place when they 

crossed the Jordan, and what is 
the passage typical of? 

SECOND MONTH—(Readers under 16). 
(1) Where do we get singing first 

mentioned in the Bible? 
(2) What Prophetess who judged Is-

rael composed and sang a song? 
Where is it mentioned? 

(3) Where do we find the words: "The 
song of Moses and the Lamb"? 

(4) Where is a new song mentioned? 

THIRD MONTH—(Readers over 16). 

(1) When did God cease to give the 
Israelites manna, and what re-
placed it? 

(2) When was the first Passover ob-
served in Canaan? 

(3) Can you state when we next have 
it mentioned? 

(4) What did it celebrate, and what 
did it typify? 

(5) Where do we get it mentioned in 
the Epistles? 

(6) Who was given "the sop" at the 
last supper? 

THIRD MONTH—(Readers under 16). 
(1) What in the heart is like deep 

waters? 
(2) The last two words which Jesus 

spoke to a ruler? 
(3) Whom did Philip find? 
(4) Who said, "There is none like 

that, give it me"? 
(5) The name of a wicked man whom 

God slew? 
(6) What man confessed to his mother 

he stole the money? 
(7) Who was told, "Go wash in Jor-

dan seven times"? 
(8) For what did God smite Uzzah? 
(9) The name of a Prophetess who 

judged Israel? 
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The initial letters of the answers to 
above questions tell the condition of all 
unbelievers. 

Awards will be given in both classes. 
Seniors may answer juniors' questions, 

as well as their own. Marks will be given 
accordingly. 

Replies may be sent each month, or at 
close of quarter. 

Address your replies to:  

MISS JULIE RIECKHER, 

2601 Hord Ave., St. Louis, Mo., 

who will be glad to correspond with any 
in spiritual difficulty. 

Awards for 1919 answers: 
Ida Jacot 
Rose Rochat 

Others who might have excelled grew 

weary of well-doing.—[Editor.] 

L . 

Bible Portions. 
FIRST MONTH. 1 Corinthians, 10 to 

12 verses daily. Memorize as much 
as possible. 

SECOND MONTH. 2 Corinthians, 10 
to 12 verses daily. Memorize as 
much as possible. 

THIRD MONTH. Hebrews, 10 to 12 
verses. Memorize as much as possi-
ble. 

To promote fellowship, it has been sug-
gested that members may like to privately 
correspond with fellow-members in other 
parts of the world; this might especially 
prove a cheer to those invalided, or iso-
lated from oral ministry. We shall be 
pleased to insert address of any sister in 
the Lord desiring another sister to corre-
spond with her. A column will also be 
opened for brothers in the Lord. 

THE EVENING AND THE MORNING 

"And when he was come near, he beheld 
the city, and wept over it, saying: 'If 
thou hadst known, even thou at least in 
this thy day, the things that belong unto 
thy peace: but now are they hid from 
thine eyes.' "—Luke 19:41-42. 

"If thou hadst known!" Unutterable love! 
A Saviour's grace o'er mercies pass'd 

away: 
The mournful grieving of the Holy Dove, 
That hovered still where peace still 

sought to stay; 
"If thou hadst known!" The sinful na-

tion slept 
Her dark death slumber. JESUS 

watched, and wept. 

If thou hadst bowed thy head, inclined 
thine ear 

To hear the gracious words that Jesus 
spake; 

If thou hadst known Him when He came 
so near— 

The Hebrew Servant, bound for love's 
own sake; 

Thine own Redeemer, Israel! Son of 
God; 

Yes! Son of man: "My fellow," saith 
the Lord. 

"If thou hadst known!" 0 agony of 
grief ! 

Love's patient labour vainly, vainly spent! 
Impending woe foreseen: Divine relief 
Refused, despised in Him the Father sent; 
"If thou hadst known!" E'en Zion would 

not hear; 
'Twas nought to her that JESUS lin-

gered near. 

"Hid from thine eyes," Alas! alas! for 
thee! 

Thy visitation's hour thou didst not 
know: 

Messiah thou hast nailed to the tree; 
That shameful death his wages here 

below 
If thou hadst known what JESUS came 

to bring, 
Thou hadst not, Israel, crucified thy 

King. 

"Hid from thine eyes!" Too late, too late 
to learn 

His quenchless love who sought to save 
the lost! 

Too late! Ah, no! He lives. He will 
return—,  

JESUS! the Same who died upon the 
cross; 

Again His voice shall penetrate the 
tomb— 

Shall wake the dead: Death's driest tree 
shall bloom. 

"If thou hadst known!" We weep, but 
we rejoice, 

• J 
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Lord Jesus Christ, Thy path of life to 
trace; 

Thy scattered sheep shall hear their 
Shepherd's Voice, 

Thine Israel's guilt shall magnify Thy 
grace— 

For oh! Thy cross, man's everlasting 
shame, 

Records, o'er all, the LIFE IMPARTER'S 
Name. 	 —Anon. 

God Leads. 
From vintages of sorrow are deepest 

joys distilled; 
And the cup outstretched for healing is 

oft at Marah filled. 
God leads to joy through weeping, to 

quietness through strife, 
Through yielding, unto conquest, through 

death, to endless life 
Be still! He has enrolled thee for the 

Kingdom and the Crown; 
Be silent! let Him mould thee who call-

eth thee His own. 
F. S. 

O Lord, no angel for an hour might 
dream 

Of the great riches Thou hast given me; 
The beauty and the glory that beseem 
The heritage of life, I have in Thee; 
My precious Saviour, Mighty God art 

Thou; 
Thy love's a changeless, everlasting 

Excerpts. 

In the gospel, God—perfectly glorified 
about the question of sin in the death of 
Christ—rends the vail and comes out in 
love to seek the sinner: brings him to His 
presence in righteousness, within the vail, 
and as a priest and worshipper. 

The moment I am little enough to pick 
up the crumb, I have the power of God, 
and whatever the hindrance is, is made 
manifest. When I come to the extreme of 
my own littleness, I come to the extreme 
of God's greatness. 

If the Son of God has been "lifted up." 
I may expect anything—nothing too great 
to satisfy Him, till He sees us in glory. 

The moment the believer looks at him-
self as "in Christ," there are no "ifs," but 
when the believer is looked at as in the 
wilderness, there are "ifs," not that there 
is the smallest doubt, but to bring in de-
pendence. 

Perfection—Where? 
"Perfection!" Here to find it 
On earth we seek in vain, 
Death stamps earth's scenes—the fairest, 
None here perfection gain. 
"In me," earth says, "it is not, 
Nor in the depths below;" 
'Tis vain on earth to seek it; 
Then whither shall we go? 

At God's right hand in heaven 
Sits Jesus, on the throne, 
The blessed Man, Christ Jesus, 
The only perfect One. 
His feet once trod this desert, 
Mid suffering, shame and woe. 
God found in Him His pleasure, 
Who loved His will to do. 

Perfect His life—each footstep 
Marks out His peerless worth. 
As incense sweet ascending, 
Was Jesus' life on earth. 
Then, as the spotless Victim, 
He gave Himself to die, 
By that one perfect offering, 
To God to bring us nigh. 

Perfection of perfection, 
O Jesus, Lord, art Thou! 
The chiefest 'mid ten thousand, 
With glory crowned now; 
Upon Thy brow, Lord Jesus, 
Once crowned with cruel thorns, 
We joy to see the glory 
That now that brow adorns. 

Soon all shall bow before Thee, 
Thy matchless worth to own; 
Soon every eye shall see Thee 
Exalted on Thy throne. 
But, Oh! what joy, blest Saviour, 
To gaze upon Thy face; 
With Thee: Thy joy forever, 
Blest trophies of Thy grace! 

Thy deep perfection ever 
Still learning more and more, 
Eternity disclosing 
That deep, exhaustless store— 
The preciousness and beauty 
That's treasured, Lord, in Thee, 
Perfection of perfection, 
We wait Thy face to see. 

E. E. NICHOLS. 

John X is the substitution of a centre 
without a circumference, for a circumfer-
ence without a centre, viz.: The Lord's 
own personal love and care for His own 
is brought in, instead of a fold to keep 
them in. In Judaism we had a fold, in 
Christianity.a flock and Shepherd. 
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