
The king said to an 

me, and I will feed 
aged man, "Come thou over with 

hee with me in Jerusalem." 

The aged man gave seven excellent reasons for not going. 
His reasons are typic al. Read about them on page 13 
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Looking Unto Jesus 
"Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 

faith; who for the joy that was set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God." Hebrews 12:2 

It is not looking backward down the List of years, 
To see our failures, sins, temptations, follies, fears and 

tears. 

Nor is at looking on, with hope all bright and fair, 
To meet, so often, bitter disappointment then, and care. 

. 
No, it is looking up, a living Christ to see, 
And leaning calmly, Lord, and, oh, so trustingly on Thee. 

—S.T.F. 



David Returns to His Kingdom 
Notes of 2 Samuel 19 

by Peter J. Pell 

Synopsis of Part I — Events associated with the return of the 
king suggest features that should mark us and our conduct in 
anticipation of the coming again of our Lord Jesus Christ. Con-
sidered in Part I were (1) The Word Concerning the King; (2) 
The Ministry of the Priests; (3) The Ministry of Grace; (4) 
Separation and Satisfaction. 

II 
If separation marked Mephibosheth in the day of Absa-

lom's reign, satisfaction marks him with the return of the 
king. He is prepared to let everything go, land and all, in 
the full enjoyment of David's return. Let Ziba "take all, for-
asmuch as my lord the king is come again in peace unto his 
own house." Ziba took the inheritance but Mepihibosheth 
was satisfied with the Person. 

As Mephibosheth owed all to David, so we owe all to our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and in view of His soon coming may 
we be prepared to suffer the loss of all things and yet be 
satisfied because He is about to come into the possession 
of all as Lord of all. Loss for Him is eternal gain with Him. 

V. FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST 

Fellowship with Christ is what our King desires in view 
of His coming again. This is illustrated in David's desire 
for Barzillai. Barzillai had ministered to the king in the day 
of his rejection, and now that that day was about to end 
David invites him to share with him his borne in Jerusalem. 
"Come thou over with me, and I will feed thee with me in 
Jerusalem." But this was a journey Barzillai was not pre-
pared to take. He has seven excellent reasons why he should 
not go over Jordan to dwell with the king. 

There is no question but that the great desire of our 
Lord is that we might know what it is to enjoy the provision 
that He has for us on the other side of Jordan. With us 
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it is a moral journey that we may not be prepared to take, 
and Barzillai's seven reasons may illustrate why we fail to 
answer to the desire of our Lord and feed with Rim in 
Jerusalem. Our Jerusalem is unfolded to us in the letter 
to the Ephesians, where we get the full light of the counsels 
of God and the rich inheritance that is ours in Christ. 

It is a smart saying of our day that some are so heavenly 
minded that they are of no earthly good, but I am convinced 
that the great desire of the heart of Christ for the saints 
at the present time is for fellowship with Himself in the 
scene in which He has entered where all our possessions are. 
He is the heavenly Nazarite •and the measure of His separa-
tion is that of ours. 

Let us notice the reasons Barzillai gives for not "going 
over." The first reason he gives is his age, "I am fourscore 
years old." But Caleb did not reason thus, nor Moses. 
His eye was not dim nor his natural force affected. The 
sunset of life can be the brightest; and like the ripening 
of the autum fruit, the inward working of the Spirit of 
God comes More into evidence in maturity. 

Reason No. 2: "Can I discern between good and evil?" 
He had lost his discernment. Paul in Hebrews 5 puts the 
contrast between a babe and a man, and he says of a babe 
that he is unable to discern between good and evil. Spirit-
ual maturity is marked by spiritual discernment. 

Reason No. 3: Barzillai says, "Can thy servant taste what 
I eat or what I drink?" He had lost his appetite. David's 
table had no attraction for him. There are royal dainties 
for those who feast at our David's table. Paul tells us 
that "strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, 
even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised 
to discern both good and evil" (Heb. 5:14). May the manna 
of the Word never become tasteless to us. 

Reason No. 4: He says, "Can I hear any more the voice 
of singing men and singing women?" He had lost his 
ear for music. Where David dwells there is the sound 
of praise •and it is in the midst of the assembly that Christ 
sings praises to our God. We join the singing that He lead-
eth, and loud to God our praises bring. The sweetest song 
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the universe will eves- hear is the song that He sings in 
the midst of His brethren. "On earth the song begins; in 
heaven more sweet' and loud." May we never lose the 
musical ear attuned to the strains of heavenly music. 

Reason No. 5: "Wherefore should thy servant be yet a 
burden unto my lord the king?" No one we love is ever a 
burden to us. It is our delight to serve. Think of being a 
burden to the heart of Christ! "What a friend we have in 
Jesus; all our sins and griefs to bear." What a relief to 
bring everything to Him in prayer and know that He 
bears every burden and ourselves as well. 

Reason No. 6: "Thy servant will go a little way over 
Jordan with the king." There is not a saint of God in the 
world who has not gone a little way over, but our King 
desires us to go all the way with Him. 

Reason No. 7: "Let thy servant I pray thee turn back 
again that I 'may die in mine own city and be buried by 
the grave of my father and my mother." Barzillai had 
links with the past. He was not willing to sever them for 
a life with the king in Jerusalem. Perhaps we can under-
stand him and his unselfishness in allowing his servant 
Ghimham to enjoy what he refused, but what about those 
who have died to this scene and whose citizenship is in 
heaven? Are we governed by the natural and not by the 
spiritual? Are we detained by any cities of the world or 
naeural links with the flesh that rob us of our heavenly 
portion with Christ? 

"My own city," "my father," and "my mother" had priority 
over David's, "Come thou with me, and I will feed thee 
with me in Jerusalem." "The men of Judah lave unto 
their king, from Jordan even to Jerusalem." Fellowship 
with Christ demands separation from the scene in which 
He is still the rejected One. 

And I must abide where He abode, 
And follow His steps forever; 

His people, my people; His God, my God —
In a land beyond the river. 
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'ILVaetv. Sc'rotate ealeosciat 

June 1 — SATURDAY 
I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass Thine 
altar, 0 Lord. 	 Psalm 26:6 

God makes no promise of answering the prayers of those who 
go on in their sins. "Let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith" (Heb. 10:22). 

My soul, be on thy guard; ten thousand foes arise. 
The hosts of sin are pressing hard, to draw thee from the skies. 

June 2 — LORD'S DAY 
When Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see 
His seed. 	 Isaiah 53:10 

Let us be glad that the Lord does enjoy now the result of His 
sacrifice. Those eyes which once wept for us are now viewing us 
with delight. 

That we are seen, 0 Lord, by Thee, this is our happy lot; 
Presented faultless to Thine eye, and all our sins forgot. 

June 3 — MONDAY 
So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses. 

Matthew 18:35 
We are brought face to face here with a most solemn practical 

teaching which we dare not ignore. Can we sincerely pray "For-
give us our debts, as we forgive our debtors?" The lesson is bard, 
for it is so against nature; yet we all know by experience that 
the cherishing of resentment never brings peace to our hearts. 

We will love with tender care; knowing love to Christ; 
Brethren who His image bear — for the love of Christ. 

June 4 — TUESDAY 
Stand thou still a while, that I may show thee the word of God. 

1 Samuel 9:27 
God has a plan for every hour of our lives, and waits to reveal 

that plan to the loving and obedient heart . . . The I AM is the 
God of the living . . . seeking hearts which are still enough from 
their own plannings and activities to listen. 

Whate'er my path, led by Thy word 'tie good; Oh! lead my soul! 
Be my poor heart Thy blessed word's abode—Lead Thou me on! 

June 5 — WEDNESDAY 
Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take 
knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger? 	 Ruth 2:10 

Our deliverance does not depend on our deserts, but on the 
Divine purpose . . Notwithstanding all, He will work miracles 
of power for such as have no claim on Him, save that which His 
love gives. F.B.M. 

No more the heirs of wrath — Thy sovereign love we see; 
And, Father, in confiding faith, we cast our souls on Thee. 
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June 6 — THURSDAY 

And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their Lord . . . 
that when He cometh and knocketh, they may open unto Him 
immediately. 	 Luke 12:36 

Workers may not be good watchers, but good watchers will be 
earnest workers . . . We lift up our eyes and hearts to where He 
is. Our home is the place He has gone to prepare, and our con-
versation is in heaven, where He is. 
Till He comes, 0 keep us steady, keep us walking in Thy ways; 
At Thy call may we be ready, on Thee Lord with joy to gaze. 

June 7 — FRIDAY 
And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto 
all men, apt to teach, patient. 	 2 Tim. 2:24 

An old gentleman was remarkable for his gentleness, though 
when young he had had a violent temper. Asked how he had over-
come his temper, he said it was "By praying to God and speaking 
low." 
Oh, to be nothing, nothing, painful the humbling may be, 
Yet low in the dust I'd lay me; that the world might my Saviour 

see. 
June 8 — SATURDAY 

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown It. 
Songs 8:7 

He wades through all the billows of God's wrath, to set you 
free and cleanse you from all stains . . . His anguish passes 
thought. And why? Because His love for you exceeds all bounds. 
Faith claps the hand . . . and sings "See how He loves me!" 

—H. L. 
I have a Friend, a precious Friend. Oh how He loves me! 
He says His love will never end. Oh, how He loves me! 

June 9 — LORD'S DAY 
The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into His 
hand. He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life. 

John 3:35, 36 
By Him the angels keep their holiness, and the stars their or-

bits; the tides roll along the deeps, and the seasons through the 
year; kings reign and princes decree justice; and by Him, until 
His purposes of mercy are all accomplished, this guilty world is 
kept from sinking under a growing load of sins. —T. G. 

Worlds on worlds are hanging on His hand, 
Life and death are waiting His command; 
Yet His tender bosom makes thee room—Oh, come home! 

June 10 — MONDAY 
This also shall please the Lord better than an ox or bullock that 
hath horns and hoofs. 	 Psalm 69:31 

Saints receive from God what they ask because they keep His 
commandments and "do those things that are pleasing in His sight." 
As good soldiers . . . we are not to entangle ourselves with the 
affairs of this life that we "may please Him," who hath chosen us. 

Then, as we seek to serve our Lord and Master, 
We would do all as in His holy sight. 
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June 11 — TUESDAY 
I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing. 

Romans 7:18 
Self-occupation is a dreary study . . . "I am evil," cries the stu-

dent of self, and repeats himself continually ... ever occupied with 
that which cannot be mended. Wiser far to cast. away as worth-
less that which cannot be restored; and happier far to turn away 
. . . and behold the face of Jesus Christ. H.F.W. 
How sweet away from self to flee, and shelter in our Saviour; 
Oh, precious grace! with Him's our place—in God's eternal favor. 

June 12 — WEDNESDAY 
There was also a strife among them, which of them should be ac- 
counted the greatest. 	 Luke 22:24 

It was His last night on earth, and they never saw Him so sor-
rowful before. He knew that Judas was going to betray Him and 
Peter deny Him. And in addition to this, in the very shadow of 
the Cross, there arose this strife as to who should be greatest. 
He took a towel, girded Himself like a slave, and stooped and 
washed their feet. Marvelous object lesson in humility! Well 
might they heed it! —Adapted 

Oh, to be nothing, nothing, only to lie at His feet, 
A broken and emptied vessel, for the Master's use made meet. 

June 13 — THURSDAY 
He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth 
and forsaketh them shall have mercy. 	 Prov. 28:13 

It is easy to rationalize — to make excuses for one's sin, as if 
it were a small matter. But there is no peace to be had that way. 
The only way of peace is by confessing the sin and forsaking it. 

Lord, I confess to Thee sadly, my sin; 
All I am tell I Thee—all I have been; 
Purge Thou my sin away, wash Thou my soul this day; 

Lord, make me clean. 
June 14 — FRIDAY 

Every morning doth He bring His judgment to light, He faileth 
not. Zeph. 3:5 

If the Lord Jesus could fail, if He could desert us, then all 
would be lost . . . He cannot fail us, or leave us; He must live, 
He must conquer! C.H.S. 

He who hath heard thy cry will never close His ear; 
He who hath marked thy faintest sigh, will not forget thy tear. 

June 15 — SATURDAY 
One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after. 

Psalm 27:4 
A, certain brother prayed that the Lord would put His finger 

on his neighbor and save his soul. And while he prayed he seemed 
to hear a voice saying to him, "Thou art My finger." . . . He had 
never spoken to his neighbor about his need of a Saviour. Let 
us be concerned about others, seek to reach them., and then the 
Lord will hear our prayer for them. A.V.R. 
Lord, lay some soul upon my heart, and love that soul through me; 
And may I nobly do my part to win that soul for Thee. 
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June 16 — LORD'S DAY 
The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but 
Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider. 	Isaiah 1:3 

The great mass of people, perhaps yourself, are quite uncon-
cerned that they are just drifting down the stream of time into 
eternity. But . . . it is true, and to be without Christ is to be 
without God and without hope. "How shall we escape if we neglect 
so great salvation." R.H.N. 

Oh cold, ungrateful heart, that can from Jesus turn, 
When living coals of fire should on His altar burn. 

June 17 — MONDAY 
Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but accord- 
ing to His mercy He saved us. 	 Titus 3:5 

The truth is briefly this: man is a sinner (whether religious 
or not), is "a child of wrath" and "dead in sins" (II1ph. 2:1-3). 
His good works are of no more use to save him than his sins. 
He must trust solely and only to Christ. "By His stripes we are 
healed" (1 Peter 2:24). 

"The soul that sinneth dies," my awful doom I heard; 
I was forever lost, but for Thy gracious word 
That "whosoever will believe shall everlasting life receive." 

June 18 — TUESDAY 

The arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the 
mighty God of Jacob. 	 Gen. 49:24 

The wearing recurrence of monotonous duties seems to take 
all freshness out of our lives . . . and we are ready to give up 
struggling any more, and let ourselves drift. Can we not feel that 
large hand laid on ours; and does not power, more and other 
than our own, creep into our numb and relaxed fingers? Yes, if 
we will let Him. His strength is made perfect in weakness. A.McL. 

Ever, 0 Lord with Thee, all shall be well with me, 
Held by Thy hand. 

June 19 — WEDNESDAY 

This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoreth 
me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 	Matt. 15:8 

Those who have not cast in their lot with Him are against Him 
. . . Let there be no uncertainty in this matter, for either of the 
army of Satan, or of the soldiers of Christ, we each and all are. 
Jesus says, "He that is not with Me is against Me." 

Who is on the Lord's side? Who for Him will go? 
By Thy call of mercy, by Thy grace divine, 
We are on the Lord's side; Saviour, we are Thine. 

June 20 — THURSDAY 

The Lord of Hosts is with us. 	 Psalm 46:11 
What though my life with wintry cares be vexed, 
On a kind Father's watchful love I rest. 
He meets this moment's need, I leave the rest; 
And, always trusting, shall be always blest. 

What is life? 'Tis sitting, Jesus, at Thy feet; 
All things glad14 quitting, for that loved retreat. 
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June 21 — FRIDAY 

Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, 
love as brethren, be pitiful, BE COURTEOUS. 	1 Peter 3:8 

"And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the 
reapers, The Lord be with you. And they answered him, The 
Lord bless thee." I never heard of a strike among Boaz's workmen; 
he treated them too kindly for that . . . No doubt they had their 
quarrels. But when the master came he spoke kindly to them. 
We can always go to our Master for a kind, loving word. H.M. 
0 Lord, with sorrow and with shame we meekly would confess, 
How little we, who bear Thy name, Thy mind, Thy ways express. 

June 22 — SATURDAY 
Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap. 	 Gal. 6:7 

People get back in this world just about what they give . . . 
If we are untrue to anyone, it is quite likely that some day some-
body will be untrue to us. If we are unjust to another, there is 
little doubt that sometime someone will deal unjustly with us. 
Then let us sow good deeds, and not the briars and weeds, 
For he who sows goad seed today, shall reap good seed tomorrow. 

June 23 — LORD'S DAY 
And He saw that there was no man ... therefore His arm brought 
salvation unto Him; and His righteousness, it sustained Him. 

Isaiah 59:16 
Man was to have the joy of receiving every moment out of the 

fulness of God. This was His blessedness as an unfallen creature. 
When he fell from God he was still more absolutely dependent 
upon Him . . . It is God alone who began the work of redemption 
. . . and carries it on each moment in each believer. A.M. 

Not to ourselves we owe, that we, 0 God, are Thine; 
Jesus, the Lord, our night broke through and gave us light divine. 

June 24 — MONDAY 
Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious 
against the workers of iniquity. 	 Psalm 37:1 

I suppose David stresses this "fret not" because it is such a 
common sin. Often a believer excuses it by saying, "I just nat-
urally worry. I can't help it." . . . Remember that most of the 
troubles you anticipate in life never really happen. A.V.R. 

Oh, may these anxious hearts of ours 
The lesson learn from birds and flowers, 
And learn from self to cease. 

June 25 — TUESDAY 
He openeth also their ear to discipline, and commandeth that 
they return from iniquity. 	 Job 36:10 

Faith thrives most in trouble's soil. Hope's note is sweetest 
in the tempest's roar ,  ... Trials are needful, therefore they abound 
. . . They attend the believer as appointed guards to heaven's 
gate. No saint sinks in these wholesome waves. H.L. 
Each sorrow Thou halt sent to me has only drawn me nearer 

Thee, 
Blest Saviour! taught my soul to hide, in safety in Thy wounded 

side. 
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June 26 — WEDNESDAY 
If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross daily, and follow me. 	 Luke 9:23 

Self is a settled enemy of Christ. It contains within itself every 
form of sin, and expresses itself in continuous rebellion. But it 
can also assume a very sanctimonious attitude and become highly 
deceptive. We are asked to deny it, and that we can only do by 
letting Christ occupy the whole field of our beings. 

Have thy affections been nailed to the cross? 
Is thy heart right with God? 

Dost thou count all things for Jesus but loss? 
Is thy heart right with God? 

June 27 — THURSDAY 

Whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet 
from fear of evil. 	 Prov. 1:33 

We shall only dwell safely and be quiet from fear of evil IF 
we hearken to Him, IF we listen to His voice, and . . . IF we 
follow what that voice says—then we shall find the promise true. 

Through simple faith, believing what He saith, 
Unshaken on my God I lean, and realize His power unseen, 

But known to faith. 

June 28 — FRIDAY 

Be it known unto thee, 0 king, that we will not serve thy gods. 
nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. Dan. 3:18 

They simply said "No!" They had nothing to do with results. 
If the king threw them into the fiery furnace, that was his business; 
it was God's business to look after them when they were thrown 
in. We are too apt to think what the results will be if we say 
"No." All we have to do is decide what is right, and stand by it. 
Simple rule and safest guiding, inward peace and shining light, 
Star upon our path abiding: trust in God and do the right. 

June 29 — SATURDAY 

And we know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose. 

Rom. 8:28 
Someone says, "The will of God, which we sometimes think 

so hard, is, if we only knew it, just the softest pillow to rest upon." 
. . . Have we learned that we are only safe, happy, right, when 
He chooses? W.H.D. 

Stayed upon Jehovah, hearts are fully blest; 
Finding, as He promised, perfect peace and rest. 

June 30 — LORD'S DAY 
Thine are we, David, and on thy side, thou son of Jesse. 

1 Chron. 12:18 
Be loyal to Jesus, ye Christians . . . stand up bravely and hon-

orably for Him . . . Have no part with temporizing; have no good 
words for the neutral, for they are but His enemies in disguise 
. . . always, at all costs, be loyal to the Lord. H.F.W. 
Oh hear, ye saints, the sound that moves the earth around — 

'Tis loyalty, loyalty, loyalty to Christ! 
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Have You Kept That One? 
by 0. G. C. SPRUNT 
(See note on page 156) 

It was in the fall of the year 1906 that I went with friends 
who had invited me to a gospel meeting. It was the first time 
I had ever been in a Gospel Hall. At the close of the service, 
one of two young men standing at the back of the hall kindly 
asked me if I was saved. I replied, "My religion is not the 
same as yours," and passed on out; but those words, "ARE 
YOU SAVED?" remained with me and I could not get rid 
of them until the afternoon of January 29th, 1907, when for 
the first time I could truly say that I WAS saved. 

When a lad, I had been confirmed and made a member 
of the Church. Having been baptized when an infant, I was 
later taught that in my baptism "I was made a member of 
Christ, a child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven." This I firmly believed and thought that all was well 
with me. But from the night that I was asked, "Are you 
saved?" I became deeply concerned about my eternal welfare. 

As a young man, I had gone in for the pleasures of the 
world, such as card playing, theater going, and with compan-
ions, took the occasional glass over the bar. At the end of 
the year 1906, when the whistles were blowing and the bells 
ringing the old year out and the new year in, I decided to 
turn over a new leaf and live the Christian life. During the 
first month of the new year, I did my level best to live up to 
my resolutions but found no peace for my heart and conscience. 
The day before my conversion to God, a young man, E.B.S., 
a soul winner, met me and asked me if I ever had thoughts 
about my soul, and where I would spend eternity. I admitted 
that I had. He suggested calling on me, to which I readily 
consented, appointing the next day. At the appointed hour in 
the afternoon he was at my house, and in my bedroom the 
following conversation took place. 
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"What are your hopes for heaven?" I replied, "By doing 
the best I can in keeping the commandments," also that "I 
had done many things that were not in keeping with the char-
acter of a Christian but at the New Year had cut them out 
and now was doing my level best to live the Christian life." He 
said, "Let us turn to the ten commandments" — which we did, 
finding them in the twentieth chapter of Exodus, and reading 
as follows: 
1. Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. 2. Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image. 3. Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain. 4. Remember the sabbath day 
to keep it holy. 5. Honor thy father and mother. 6. Thou shalt 
not kill. 7. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 8. Thou shalt not 
steal. 9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 
10. Thou shalt not covet . . . anything that is thy neighbors. 

At the end of each commandment, my friend would ask, 
"Have you kept that one? Have you kept that one?" I finally 
saw that I had broken not a few of them. Upon request, I 
read such Scriptures as: James 2:10, "For whosoever shall 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
of all," also Galatians 3:10: "Cursed is every one that con-
tinueth not in all things which are written in the book of the 
law to do them." We then read Romans 3, verses 9 to 20. 
There I saw what is called, "God's photograph of man by 
nature." "Now we know that what things soever the law saith, 
it saith to them that are under the law: that every mouth may 
be stopped and all the world may become guilty before God" 
(Romans 3:19). 

I was convinced that the law was not given as a means of 
getting to heaven, but rather as a mirror to show how unclean 
I was before God, and that I had come short of His glory. 
The Scriptures say: "For all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God" (Romans 3:23). The law condemned me, I 
saw myself guilty, lost and undone, fit only for hell. I was 
told that my prayers would not save me, my tears were of no 
avail. I wondered, "What am I to do?" We then read the 
3rd chapter of John's Gospel, from verse 1 through verse 17. 
The words in verse 7 gripped me: "Marvel not that 1 said 
unto thee, YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN." I enquired as did Nico-
demus, "How can " man be born when he is old?" The work 
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of the Spirit of God and the redemptive work of Christ on the 
cross were brought before me. "As Moses lifted up the ser-
pent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up; that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life" (John 3:14-16). I looked to Him that 
afternoon and was saved. 

"Soon as my all I ventured on •the atoning blood, 
The Holy Spirit entered and I was born of God." 

I simply took God at His word — "He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him" 
(John 3:36). 

"Upon a life I did not live, upon a death I did not die; 
Another's life, Another's death, I stake my whole eternity." 

I now can say, His blood avails for me. "Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16.31). 

The Message to Laodicea 
Laodiceanism is a sign of the times. Laodiceanism is the 

withering of brotherly love. Philadelphia brought saints to-
gether in love for one another. Then the Word of God be-
came more precious, its truths were revealed, and the Name 
of Christ was all-sufficient for these earnest Christians. The 
Lord opened a door of missionary interest which no man could 
shut. These were days like the times of Josiah — bright with 
the joy of recovered truth. The Lord Himself was the com-
fort of His people. How sad that these days did not last! 

Laodicea followed Philadelphia. The fervency of love be-
came lukewarm. There was pride without limit, but nothing 
refreshing to Christ. A cold drink is refreshing in the summer 
time, and a hot drink is refreshing in the winter. The Laodi-
ceans were neither cold nor hot. They were rich in their 
goods, thinking themselves increased since the days of Phila-
delphia, but lacking that love that was vital to true Christianity. 
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"Wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked"; 
this is the last stage of things in the heart of Christian profes-
sion. What a contrast! — lowly Philadelphia — boasting Laodi-
cea. 

This was the Laodicea outside of which the Lord Himself 
stood and knocked. "Behold, I stand at the door and knock: 
if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, and he with me" (Rev. 3:20). 
He was outside and not missed. Laodicea could be rich with-
out Him. 

But He knocked that devoted hearts might respond and 
sup with Him. There is still hope for those who love Him. 
Where brotherly love still reigns, Philadelphia still lives. The 
general condition may be Laodiceanism, but the light of life 
and love will not be extinguished everywhere. Where the spirit 
of Philadelphia has not been spoiled by bitterness and pride, 
let the warmth of love to Christ and to His people be guarded 
jealously, lest the abounding lawlessness of the times make 
love wax cold. 

"Wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is left" 
(Isa. 37:4). The case of the people of God is never abso-
lutely hopeless. There is always a remnant that is left. Much 
may be lost, but there is always something left that is worth 
holding. It is never too late to pray. 

Humanly speaking, Hezekiah, Isaiah and the remnant that 
was left, were about as safe as Daniel in the den of lions! 
They had about as much hope of escaping as David's lamb 
did when it was being carried in the lion's mouth to its den. 
Sennacherib and his captains laughed at the impotent defense 
of Jerusalem. (Read the 36th and 37th chapters of Isaiah.) 
There seemed less than the web of a spider in the path of 
Assyria's legions. But behind the weak few in Canaan who 
trembled at the might of Assyria was God — the living God. 
God treated Sennacherib like a bull or a boar; He put a hook 
in his nose (37:29) and led the proud king like a beast to 
the slaughter. He treated him like a grunting pig should be 
treated. Led away with God's hook in his nose, Sennacherib 
never returned to Jerusalem. His army was invincible at night 
— a field of dead corpses in the morning. Dead men win no 
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victories. The boasting king looked upon the blasted power 
of his proud forces and departed. Prayer was a mightier 
weapon than all the shining strength of Sennacherib's army. 
It is never too late to pray! Not even when opposed by a 
Sennacherib. Not even when living in Laodicea! 

But what if the people of God disobey the Word of the 
Lord? Should they then be forsaken? Jeremiah the prophet 
admonished the remnant of Judah that was left in the land of 
Israel by Nebuchadnezzar, not to go down into Egypt. It was 
the word of the Lord that Jeremiah brought definitely and 
solemnly to His people. The prophet warned them in the 
plainest of words of the result of not abiding in the land. 

"Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel . 	If ye will still abide 
in this land, then will I build you, and not pull you down, and I 
will plant you, and not pluck you up: for I repent me of the evil 
that I have done unto you .. . But if ye say, We will not dwell in 
this land, neither obey the voice of the Lord your God, saying, No; 
but we will go into the land of Egypt . . . then it shall come to 
pass, that the sword, which ye feared, shall overtake you there in 
the land of Egypt . . . and there ye shall die" (Jer. 42:9-16). 

The sequel! 
"But Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the 

forces, took all the remnant of Judah . . . and Jeremiah the 
prophet . . . So they came into the land of Egypt" (Jer. 43:4-7). 

It was grace and love in Jeremiah the prophet to go into 
Egypt with a disobedient and sinful people. The next chapter 
reveals the sad consequence of that departure into Egypt. 
The people worshiped and served the gods of Egypt. The 
prophet knew that it would be so. He had warned and en-
treated the remnant not to depart from the living God. But 
when, in spite of all, they obstinately refused to abide in Judah 
and went into Egypt, then rather than leave them alone in 
their destruction, Jeremiah the prophet went with them. 

The word of the Lord continued to come to Jeremiah in 
Tahpanhes, in the land of Egypt, and these words were com-
municated to the people of God. Neither God nor His servant 
forsook the disobedient and gainsaying people. They were 
still the people of God and love would not abandon them even 
though they richly deserved it. Last days? Loadicean days? 
Love waxed cold? Iniquity abounding? Don't forsake His 
own. Pray much and often for them. — Leonard Sheldrake 
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ISCELLANY 
I'm Going Higher 

I'm going higher, yes, higher some day, 
I'm going higher to stay. 
Over the clouds and beyond the blue sky, 
Going where none ever sicken or die, 
Loved ones to meet in the "sweet by and by," 
I'm going higher some day. 

As the singing began, the occupants of the plane were 
startled. Higher! Was not this plane going high enough? It 
had been a merry crowd — laughing, talking, joking — bound 
for vacations in Florida. But something about that voice 
made them listen. 

Often I've watched the clouds up in the sky, 
Always I've heard they were many miles high; 
Then as they sailed out of sight far away, 
I said, "I'm going far higher some day." 
Men sail the ocean, or soar through the air, 
Scarce can the nat'ral eye see them up there; 
Some seek for fame which soon will decay, 
I'm going higher, yes, higher some day. 
I'm going higher, yes, higher some day, 
I'm going higher to stay. 
Over the clouds and beyond the blue sky. 
Going where none ever sicken or die, 
Loved ones to meet in the "sweet by and by," 
I'm going higher some day. 

Hugh Walker could hardly sing that chorus without think-
ing of someone he would meet. He was only a boy when he 
was called to his father's bedside. With tears rolling down 
his face he had promised his father then and there to meet 
him in Heaven. But ten years later he was still unsaved —
unsaved and caring nothing for the things of God. However, 
to please his mother he attended the gospel meeting each 
Sunday night. And there one Sunday night the preacher cried 
out, "There is in this building tonight a young man who has 
promised a dying father he would meet him in Heaven, and 
he knows he is still on the road to hell." 

God's arrow entered his heart. But the next night he went 
out with his unsaved friends. And Wednesday night he was 
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off to the Empire Music Hall in Glasgow. There, perched 
in the third gallery with his head near the roof, he heard 
Harry Lauder almost bring down that roof with the tremen-
dous encore given him. Once more Harry Lauder appeared 
on the stage. But this time instead of his kilts he wore the 
garb of a miner. The stage was dark except for a search-
light focused on Harry Lauder. And strangely, on the al-
most bare stage was an armchair, a table, and a large Bible 
on the table. Harry Lauder began to sing: 

"It's ten long weary years, 
And still I seem to see, 
My faither on that chair, 
Wi' that Bible on his knee." 

That was too much for Hugh Walker. Caring nothing for 
what his friends might think he got up and left the place. 
The next Sunday night found him in the Gospel Hall really 
listening. And before the night was over he could say: 

Often my soul has been lifted above, 
Lost in the ocean of God's mighty love; 
Though I am higher than once, still I say, 
"I'm going higher, yes, higher some day." 

He tried to serve the Lord. Often he stepped out on the 
street corner, sang a hymn that gathered a crowd, and then 
told the story of his conversion. But he really did not plan 
to take the stage in the plane. But as he soared over the 
countryside on his first plane ride, how could he help but 
think of the flight he would be taking before long? How 
could he keep still? And Hugh Walker burst into singing — 

Soon will the Saviour appear, bless His name' 
Some day this earth will be all wrapped in flame; 
Then as I see the fire mounting so high, 
I'm going higher, beyond the blue sky. 

I'm going higher, yes, higher some day, 
I'm going higher to stay. 
Over the clouds and beyond the blue sky, 
Going where none ever sicken or die, 
Loved ones to meet in the "sweet by and by," 
I'm going higher some day. 

The song was ended. And even Hugh Walker was a little 
abashed at his temerity. The stewardess came towards him. 
He half expected a reprimand. But it was only a few words, 
"I'm going higher some day, too," she said. 
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On Meekness and Quietness of Spirit 
by MATTHEW HENRY 

The good effects of a soft answer and the ill consequences 
of a peevish one are observable in the stories of Gideon and 
Jephtha. Both of them in the day of their triumphs over the 
enemies of Israel were causelessly quarreled with by the Eph-
raimites (an angry sort of people, it seems, who took it very 
heinously when the danger was past and the victory won that 
they had not been called upon to engage in the battle). Gid-
eon pacified them with a soft answer, "What have I done 
now in comparison of you?" (Judges 8:2), magnifying their 
achievements and lessening his own, speaking honorably of 
them, and meanly of himself . . . The Ephraimites were 
pleased, their anger turned away, and a civil war prevented. 
And nobody could think the worse of Gideon for his mildness 
and self-denial. On the contrary, he won more true honor 
by this victory over his own passion than he did by the vic-
tory over all the host of Midian; for he that hath rule over 
his own spirit, is better than the mighty (Prov. 16:32). The 
angel of the Lord has pronounced him a "mighty man of 
valor" (Judges 6:12), and his tame submission did not at all 
derogate from that part of his character. But Jephtha, who 
by many instances appears to be a man of a rough and hasty 
spirit, though enrolled among the eminent believers (Heb. 
11:32), for all good people are not alike happy in their tem-
per, when the Ephraimites in like manner pick a quarrel with 
him, rallies them, upbraids them with their cowardice, boasts 
of his own courage, challenges them to make good their cause 
(Judges 12:2, 3). They retort a scurrilous reflection upon 
Jephtha's country (as it is usual with passion to taunt and 
jeer one another), "Ye Gileadites are fugitives," from the 
words they go to blows, and so great a matter does this little 
fire kindle that there goes no less to quench the flame than 
the blood of two and forty thousand Ephraimites. All which 
had been happily prevented if Jephtha had had but half as 
much meekness in his heart as he had reason on his side. 

—Contributed by L. Sawyer 
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ite--6--BIBLE STUDY 
6Z-  OUTLINES 

i_esson tor June 2, 1968 

A MODEL NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 
LESSON TEXT — Acts 17:1-4; 1 These. 1:5-10; 2:7-12; 5:12-28 

(Read Acts 17:1-4; 1 These. 1:&10) 
THE CHARACTER OF THE CHURCH (1 Thess. 1) 

The Gospel had come to the Thessalonians in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Their "turning to God from idols" was a very real 
thing. Their evangelistic zeal was a matter for which Paul gave 
thanks. The character of the church was of the very highest kind. 
as was the character and conduct of the men who started it. The 
circumstances under which a church is started has a good deal to 
do with the character of that church. 

THE CARE OF THE CHURCH (ch. 2). 
This church was not only a model church in that it had been 

commenced in the right way, but was also cared for in the right 
spirit. A newborn child, however healthy, will soon pine away and 
die unless it is cared for. Paul cared for this church, not as the 
h'reling nurse who nurses another's child because she is paid to 
do so, but as a nursing mother would care for her own child. The 
words used to describe Paul's care for the infant church suggest 
deepest affection and tenderest care (ch. 2:7, 8). But not only 
was there a mother's affection—there was also a father's author-
ity (v. 11). There was gentleness and firmness. 

THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE CHURCH (ch. 3). 
Paul was not only concerned about the welfare of this church 

while he was with the saints, but was so much concerned about it 
while he was at Athens that he sent Timothy "to establish and 
comfort them concerning their faith." He was afraid that their 
afflictions would unsettle them and move them away from the 
faith. Note the words "establish" (v. 2), not "moved" (v. 3), 
"stand fast" (v. 8). When Timothy returned from Thessalonica 
he brought Paul very encouraging news of "their faith and love" 
and their continual remembrance of their spiritual father. 

THE COMFORT OF THE CHURCH (ch. 4). 
The Thessalonians were looking forward to and "waiting for 

the coming of Christ." Even if there was nothing else, that of it-
self would have made it a model church. Those who are looking 
for the soon return of the Lord for His church, shape their lives 
accordingly because the truth of that coming is an incentive to 
holiness. (1 John 3:3). That this is so is seen in— 

THE CONSECRATION OF THE CHURCH (ch. 5) 
The consecrated life in view of the Lord's coming is a life of 

recognition of those who "are over us in the Lord" (v. 12), "re-
joicing in the Lord" (v. 16), "regular prayer" (v. 17), "retention 
of •that which is good" (v. 21) and renunciation of that which is 
evil (v. 22). Thus this church was a model church and thus we 
can in turn become model Christians. 
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Lesson for June 9, 1968 

ORDINANCES IN THE EARLY CHURCH: 
BAPTISM 

LESSON TEXT—Acts 18:8; 8:12, 3540; 2:3741; Rom. 6:1-5 
(Read Acts 8:35.40) 

Believer's baptism has always been a line of demarcation be-
tween the world and those who confess Jesus Christ as Lord. 
Converts from Judaism and heathenism are comparatively free 
from persecution until they openly confess Christ in baptism. 
While such persecution is lacking in nominally Christian lands, 
there is a strange reluctance on the part of many real Christians  

to being baptized in the way laid down in Scripture. Let us 
briefly consider THE MANDATE FOR BAPTISM (Matt. 28:19). 
The ordinance of baptism rests on divine authority, as does that 
of the Lord's Supper. The same One who said, "This do in re-
membrance of Me," also "commanded His disciples to baptize." 
They were to make disciples and then baptize •them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, and then teach 
them to observe all things commanded by the Lord. They were 
to evangelize, baptize and catechize. Baptism was to be asso-
ciated with the preaching of the Gospel. The early disciples did 
just that. Those who "gladly received the word were baptized" 
(Acts 2:38-42). The Ethiopian eunuch upon believing on Christ 
asked for baptism and Philip baptized him (Acts 8:36-38). "Many 
of the Corinthians hearing, believed and were baptized." When 
Paul was at Derbe we are told (Acts 14:21) that he "preached the 
gospel in that city and taught many." Thus the preaching of the 
Gospel and making disciples and baptizing was the method by 
which the early apostles carried out the last commission of the 
Lord. With the Lord's command to bind us and the example of 
the apostles to guide us, it is surprising that baptism is not only 
omitted from preaching but also objected to by some. THE SUB-
JECTS OF BAPTISM. It is quite evident from the command 
of the Lard and the practice of the early Church that believers 
were the only subjects of baptism. If persons are old enough to 
believe, they are old enough to be baptized. A person is baptized 
because he is' saved. THE MEANING OF BAPTISM. According to 
Romans 6, baptism speaks of death, burial and resurrection. The 
believer is viewed as having died to sin in the person of Christ. 
In Romans 5 we have "'Christ died for us"; in Romans 6, "we 
died with Him." Baptism is the public acknowledgment of that 
precious truth. The believer is not baptized that he might die 
to sin, but because he has died to sin. The only thing that you 
can do with a dead man is to bury him; so the believer who has 
died with Christ is buried with Him. But Christ not only died 
and was buried, but He also rose again. So to make the picture 
complete, the baptized person is raised to walk in newness of 
life. This view of baptism should settle the question of THE 
MODE OF BAPTISM. Sprinkling doesn't illustrate death and 
burial. Only immersion can do so. 
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Lesson for June 16, 1968 

ORDINANCES IN THE EARLY CHURCH: 
THE LORD'S SUPPER 

LESSON TEXT—Acts 20:6-12; 1 Cor. 11:23-31 (Read Acts 20:6-12) 

This lesson is divided under three very simple heads. I. ITS 
DIVINE INSTITUTION. This ordinance is definitely mentioned 
in the three synoptic Gospels where its institution is recorded 
(Matt. 26;26-30; Mark 14:22 26; Luke 22:14-20). The time when 
it was instituted is worth noting. It was on "the same night in 
which He was betrayed." This "breaking of bread" (the Lord's 
Supper) has formed part of the Christian witness during all the 
years of Church history. Almost every section of the Christian 
community practices the symbolic act in some form or other. We 
learn from the engravings on the face of the rocks in the Cata-
combs of Rome that Christians carried out the Lord's request. 
In many of •the ruins of buildings of the "vanished" church of 
North Africa we find proofs that believers celebrated the Lord's 
Supper. The Scottish Covenanters and many other persecuted 
groups met together in all sorts of places to remember the Lord. 
This ordinance continues to commemorate the central fact of the 
Gospel that Christ died and rose again. No other fact in history is 
sustained by such powerful evidence and it is amazing that anyone 
should doubt the genuineness of Christianity. I I. THE WEEKLY 
CELEBRATION (Acts 20:6-12). Paul stayed seven days at Troas 
so •that he might have fellowship with the disciples there, on the 
first day of the week. Three questions arise regarding the gather-
ing together at Treas. 1. Who Were gathered together? The dis-
ciples. 2. When were they gathered together? The first day of 
the week. 3. Why were they gathered together? To break bread. 
The disciples were gathered together to break bread (keep the 
Lord's Supper) because disciples only should do this. They were 
gathered together to break bread because that was their usual 
custom. They did not allow the presence even of Paul to inter-
fere with the remembrance feast. They did not come to listen to 
a sermon from Paul. He did address them at great length but that 
was incidental, and was not the main purpose of their gathering 
together. III. THE APOSTOLIC EXPLANATION (1 Car. 11:23). 
Paul wasn't present at the original institution of the Supper, but 
received a special revelation of it from the Lord, as he received 
the truth concerning the Church, and the second coming of Christ. 
He says it was a command to be obeyed, a memorial to be observed, 
a testimony to be borne. The explanation is very simple, and the 
thing itself is so simple, that one is surprised that so many mis-
interpret the ordinance. Even the Corinthians were guilty of 
putting it on a level with their love feasts. Some introduce transub-
stantiation, and others formalism. Many of the Lord's people 
seem to get away from its charming simplicity. This feast is to 
be kept "tiff I come," therefore it is very surprising to find some 
denying its permanence. Last, but not least, it is indeed surprising 
that so many neglect its observance. Everyone who professes to 
love the Lord should keep this feast as often as possible. 
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Lesson for June 23, 1968 

FAREWELLS IN THE EARLY CHURCH: 
FUTURE PROBLEMS AND PROVIDENCES 

LESSON TEXT—Acts 20:17-21:6 (Read 20:32- 21:3) 
Paul is nearing the end of his first journey and is hurrying to 

Jerusalem to be in time for the feast of Pentecost. Being anxious 
to visit Ephesus but not having time to do so, he asks the elders 
of that church to most him at Milotus. They did so and our les-
son gives us an account of Paul's farewell message to them. 
1. THE PAST REVIEWED. Here and in 2 Tim. 4:7 Paul looks 
back over his past life with a good deal of gratitude to Him who 
had sustained him during his time of service to God. The leading 
characteristics of his service were A. Humility of mind (v. 19). 
He reminded the Philippians (ch. 3) that if other men had reason 
to boast in what they were and had he had more cause to do so. 
But he didn't do so because "the mind of Christ," which was a 
humble one, was in him (Phil. 2:5). B. Tearful, or tender (v. 19). 
In this he also followed his beloved Master who wept bitter tears 
over Jerusalem and had compassion on the multitude which was 
like sheep without a shepherd. Paul could not write about those 
who were enemies of the cross of Christ without tears in his eyes 
(Phil. 3:18). When a farmer was asked how he got such good 
results from his seed sowing, he replied, o'I always soak my seed." 
(See Psalm 126:5, 6). C. Faithful (vv. 20, 27). He kept nothing 
back that was profitable and declared the whole counsel of God. 
His preaching was "repentance toward God" (and an emphasis 
upon "sin" was necessary here) and "faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ." D. Thorough (v.20). Publicly, in the school of 
Tyrannus, and from house to house. 2. THE PERILS FACED. 
As there is often a backward look as life comes to a close, so there 
is often a forward look. Paul not only looked back in 2 Tim. 4:7, 
but he also looked forward. When a saint is dying he or she can 
look forward to being with Christ which is far better. Alas! the 
one who dies "without a Saviour" has no such bright prospect. 
There was first of all the peril which faced Paul, "bonds and im-
prisonment" and possible death. But "none of those things moved 
him." No 'natter what happened, his great desire was "to finish 
his course with joy and be faithful to the end." How his desire 
was gratified is seen in 2 Tim. 4. But not only were perils facing 
Paul, there were perils facing the Church. These were from with-
in the very Church itself. "Of your own selves" indicates the 
presence of •the enemy within which made the danger greater. 
Paul calls them "grievous wolves" which reminds us of John 
10:12 where the "hireling" shepherd leaves the sheep to the mercy 
of the wolves. 3. THE PROVISION MADE. Many people make 
provision for those they leave behind at death. So God has made 
provision for His Church. There is God Himself who will look 
after the Church which was purchased by the blood of Christ. 
There is the "word of His grace" which is able to build up His 
Church. Man may try to break it down but God will continue to 
build it up. There are also the undershepherds whose duty it is to 
"feed the flock." Thus God made ample provision for His Church. 
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Lesson for June 30, 1968 

PROPHECIES CONCERNING THE CHURCH - 
ITS HISTORY 

LESSON TEXT—Matthew 16:13-20; 18:15-20; Revelation 2 and 3 
(Read Matt. 16:13-20; 18:15-20; Rev. 3:1422) 

A BUILDING TO BE COMMENCED. The first mention of the 
church in the New Testament is found in Matt. 16:18, "I will 
build," indicating that the building is still future. The church was 
a pearl to be purchased (Matt. 13:46), a building to be commenced, 
and a mystery to be revealed (Eph. 3:3). A building needs an 
architect, a builder, a foundation and a superstructure. As archi-
tect God had the plan of the church in His mind, "before the 
foundation of the world" (Eph. 1:4). Christ, the builder, says, "I 
will build." The foundation is Christ as is proved by the many 
Scriptures which speak of Him as such. Christ is the "rock" 
(Petra, the real rock); Peter (Petros) was "a little rock." He 
wasn't that foundation. A CENTER TO BE ESTABLISHED. 
In Matthew 16 we have the church universal composed of all true 
believers. In Matthew it is a local church gathered together for 
fellowship with God, and each other. A TESTIMONY TO BE 
BORNE. The history of the church in Acts and the references to 
it in the first chapters of Revelation relate to its place and work 
in the world. While each of the churches mentioned in Revelation 
2 and 3 actually existed when John wrote, there are today com-
panies of Christians that correspond closely to each of them. 
They also suggest, historically, the prophetic outline of church 
history. EPHESUS (Rev. 2:1-7) was and is a church marked by 
spiritual declension. To lose love for Christ is the beginning of 
a host of other wrongs. Historically this church represents the 
church at the time and shortly after John wrote. SMYRNA (2:8-11) 
was commended for brave endurance in the midst of fierce per-
secution, and there are many such in atheistic countries today. 
Historically this church represents persecution under Nero, the 
ten days representing ten years of persecution under Diocletian. 
PERGAMOS (2:12-17) was marked by tolerance of evil (vv. 14,115) 
amid much that was good (v. 13) and is like churches today where 
there is found "passive" as well as active sin, sin of silence as well 
as speech. This compromise calls for repentance. Historically this 
church seems to represent the time when Christianity was 
adopted by the world power — Constantine. THYATIRA (2:18-29) 
was marked by shameful corruption where a wicked woman Jezebel 
and her idolatrous teaching was suffered. In our , day there are 
churches where evil doctrines and practices are not only condoned 
but taught and practiced. Historically Thyatira represents that 
phase of church history in which Rome has become predominant. 
SARDIS (3:1-6,) had a name to live but was dead, and there are 
churches who have escaped the corruptions of Rome that seem 
to be quite formal and lifeless. PHILADELPHIA was the church 
with the open door, taking advantage of their God-given oppor-
tunities, keeping the Word of God and not denying His Name. 
Today there are companies of Christians who "Now by grace 
aspire to seek His glory, bear His shame to keep His Word, and 
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love His Name." Historically this speaks of the time when out of 
corrupt Romanism and lifeless Protestantism in a desire for faith-
fulness to Christ open doors all over the world were entered in 
missionary efforts, and the heavenly calling of the church drew 
many out of the world to Himself. LAODICEA (3:14-22) pictures 
the church of lifeless indifference, marked by pride of acquire-
ment and self-sufficiency, accompanied with indifference to Christ. 
This characterizes the many today because historically, Laodicea 
brings us to 1968 where, generally speaking, the Lord stands 
outside of professed Christianity and churches that bear His Name, 
saying "Behold, I stand at the door and knock." 

The "lampstands," in the form of the letter Z present the three-
fold aspect in which the churches in Asia have been spoken of. 

1. Write the initial letters of the churches on the bottom line, 
from left to right, E for Ephesus; S for Smyrna; P for Pergamos; 
T for Thyatira; Sa for Sardis; Ph for Philadelphia; L for Laodicea. 
These will represent the churches existing in John's day — the 
churches to whom the seven letters were sent. 

2. Write the same letters on the top line from left to right. 
These churches represent the churches or assemblies today that 
in some way or other are similar to the seven churches in Asia. 

3. Fill in the initials in the remaining five lampstands, running 
diagonally from E on the bottom line to L on the top line. This 
line will speak of the period, of church history from John's day 
till the coming of the Lord — the close of its history on earth. 
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EASTER CONFERENCES 
A Personal Experience 

Life is often made up of choices. 
Sometimes a servant of the Lord 
wishes that he were two or three 
individuals so that he could go to all 
the places he was asked to go and 
do all the things he desires to do. 
But he finds he must choose and of-
ten disappoints himself and others. 
This year it was my happy privilege, 
to the amazement of myself and my 
friends, to attend four conferences 
over the holiday weekend. 

Unexpectedly, and in quick suc-
cession, four rather pressing invita-
tions to visit Britain were received. 
One was from Ireland, from the pub-
lishers of the overseas edition of our 
Choice Gleanings Calendar which 
has been graciously blessed by the 
Lord; another from an outlet for 
our publications in England; one 
from a friend who was most kind 
when we last visited Glasgow, and 
the fourth from one of our late 
brother H. K. Downie's intimate 
friends. As I had just left the hos-
pital on April 2, these suggestions 
were brushed aside at first. For 
many years, however, I had had the 
desire to attend the large conference 
held in Belfast at the Easter sea-
son, and when the doctor said the 
trip would not only be permissible, 
but advisable and wonderful to 
take at this time, I made applica-
tion for a passport, just in case. We 
were confident it would not go be-
yond this stage, and said nothing 
about it. We were told we were too 
late for a passport: it would never 
come on time, and so the idea was 
shelved. But Thursday morning, 
April 11, the passport did come in 
the early morning mail, and with 
it a renewed desire to go. But a  

flight so shortly at this busy holiday 
season seemed unthinkable. Vacci-
nation papers were not signed and 
it was the doctor's day off! But 
the doctor, being interested in this 
permissable, desirable and wonder-
ful trip, made a special appoint-
ment to sign the needed documents. 
And a flight was available from 
Toronto! Since 1930 (in the Massey 
Hall when editorial contacts had 
been made) we had hardly missed 
a Toronto Easter conference. 

An overnight train ride from Lan-
sing that night brought us to To-
ronto Friday morning—just twenty-
four hours after receiving the pass-
port. Three conferences were held 
there simultaneously. I attended 
them all. At the first conference 
the Lord's people were cheered as 
one of His servants ministered on 
Christ in the meal offering, and 
another spoke on "We would see 
Jesus" and "We see Jesus." At the 
second conference our hearts were 
thrilled as the subject of the Rap-
ture was tenderly traced through 
the Scriptures, and at the close we 
rose and sang heartily, "0 Lord 
Jesus, how long e'er we shout the 
glad song, Christ returneth!" At 
the third conference we were re-
minded of how, as in the days of 
Josiah, things might not be as well 
as they appeared to be. 

From Toronto an overnight flight 
brought us into London on Satur-
day morning and into Ballymena 
Saturday afternoon. An enjoyable 
weekend was spent with our pub-
lisher. Business matters were 
spoken of and adjusted that after-
noon. It was a happy privilege to 
be enabled to take part in the 
morning and evening meetings there 
on the Lord's Day. 
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The conference meeting in Belfast 
Sunday afternoon was a never-to-be-
forgotten occasion. The large audi-
torium (holding between two and 
three thousand people) was filled to 
capacity. Prayer requests (dozens 
of  them) were grouped according 
to exercise expressed. Several were 
read and atter a brother led in pray-
er concerning them, the next group 
of requests were read until all were 
considered. 

The ministry was by arrangement 
and most searching and helpful. The 
texts were read with a slight pause 
between each phrase (indicated by 

hyphen as below). Imagine the 
Sect on the audience. First speak-
r, a brother from Ireland. Text: 
er. 18:4: "And the vessel - that he 

II . e - of clay - was marred - in the 
ItIl of the potter - so he made it 
gain - another vessel - as seemed 
ood to the potter - to make it." The 
econd speaker, a brother from Eng-
and. Text: Neh. 4:2: "What do 
hese feeble Jews? - will they ford- 

themselves? - will they sacrifice? 
will they make an end in a day? - 

1 they revive the stones - out of 
he heaps of the rubbish - which are 

rned?" 

It was also a privilege to attend 
he Monday morning service. The 

nistry was not arranged. One 
ddress on the golden altar (as 
eferred to in various portions of 
e Word other than Exodus) was 
ost suggestive and will long re- 

n in our memory. The entire 
ompany remained seated between 
eetings. A cup of tea and a bag 
ere being passed to each. While 
siting for mine, a friend spotted 
e and insisted that I meet a mu- 

friend who was sitting on the 
tform. After a little difficulty in 
tting to the platform due to the 
owd, I found myself surrounded 
th friends — one a well known 
radian preacher, another who 
d heard me at a conference in P., 
other recalled an address I had 
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given in M., another was a great 
friend of Hughie's, another had had 
correspondence about this or that 
some years ago, which he was sure 
I would remember, several spoke 
of the Assembly  Annals.  They all 
knew about Choice Gleanings  Cal-
endar, which they said had become 
a household word among the saints 
in Northern Ireland. The brethren 
asked me to say a little word re this 
ministry during the interval, which 
we did. We felt it was like a little 
foretaste of heaven when all the 
saints gathered home will recount 
the way that God has led them and 
the blessing Christian fellowship 
has been to them in their lives for 
the Lord. 

Thanking God for these experi-
ences in Ireland we hurried off to 
catch the boat for Scotland. Had 
it not been for the pressure of time 
it would have been interesting to 
join in the march from the confer-
ence Hall to the steps of the City 
Hall for the annual open air Gospel 
meeting — which must be quite dif-
ferent from the marches which have 
become popular in our native land. 

Tuesday was spent with our dis-
tributor in England, E.G.C. who has 
written for us since 1934 and whose 
articles still appear in our publica-
tions. Wednesday morning we spent 
looking at specialized printing equip-
ment, exhibited from all parts of the 
the world — including typesetting 
equipment from U.S.S.R. The trip 
was interspersed with occasions of 
seeking to speak a word in season 
— which really seemed to be "out 
of season" with one communistical-
ly inclined person  who  certainly 
could give one a rough time — and 
there seems to be so many of them. 

Wednesday afternoon we left 
London for Chicago and home, ar-
riving in Grand Rapids Wednesday 
evening at about 9 p.m. (due to the 
change in time zones), seemingly 
the better, and certainly happier for 
the experience. Thanks be to God 
who enabled. W. 
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Brethren T. E. Wilson and D. 
Kirk are expected to minister at the 
45th Memorial Day Conference at 
Grace Gospel Chapel, Rt. 611, Plum-
steadville, Bucks County, Pa., May 
30. Meetings at 10:30; 2:30 and 
6:45. 

Grand Rapids, Mich. If the Lord 
will, •the Annual Memorial Day 
Conference will be held in the 
Northwest Gospel Hall, 1350 Gar-
field Ave., N.W. (corner of Myrtle), 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, on Thurs-
day, May 30, with meetings at 10:30 
a.m., 2:30 and 7 p.m. There will 
also be a meeting on Wednesday, 
May 29, at 7:30. Brethren Harry 
Deutchman and David B. Long are 
expected to be with us. 

* * * * * 
Many summer camps and confer-

ences are being held in the summer 
months. We have much information 
on file and are willing to send to 
any who may be interested. In past 
years many from the Sunday schools 
were saved in the special tent cam-
paigns held. At the present time 
many are reached in vacation Bible 
schools and camp meetings. 

* * * s * 
Philadelphia, Pa. Marple conference 
at Easter season was thought to be 
a happy and helpful one. Present 
to minister were F. W. Schwartz, D. 
Kirk and Brother McConnell from 
Rhodesia. Attendance was quite en-
couraging. F. W. Schwartz had one 
meeting following the conference at 
Olney, Philadelphia. D. Kirk went 
on to Allentown, Pa. 

• * * a * 
A letter from Czechoslovakia, dated 
May 6, says, "At Paster we had 
a blessed conference in a mining 
town. Over 1,050 believers came 
and took part in the blessing of the 

Lord. We had some brethren from 
Jugoslavia and a dear brother from 
England who served also with the 
Word. This was a most blessed 
conference, a marking proof that 
the •Lord was doing His work in all 
sorts of restrictions, through which 
we had to go in the near past. The 
Lord is the Saviour of men, even 
now. He can save to the uttermost." 

* * * • 
Moncton, N. B. Our Easter confer-
ence was good. The hall was packed 
out. It was nice to see many young 
er Christians from different places. 
Those present to minister the Word 
were E. Dellandrea, G. Heldman, C. 
M,eClelland, D. Leathern, H. Smith 
and R. McClurkin. We believe the 
Shepherd's voice was heard and all 
the saints were happy to know the 
Lord had blessed them. There was 
an emphasis on the prophetic word 
with its light on the last days and 
the necessity for practical godly liv-
ing in the light of the soon return 
of the Lord. Brethren Heidman and 
McClelland remained for two weeks' 
meetings with a model of the Taber-
nacle. 

Brethren Jack Noble and A. M 
S. Gooding who were in Toronto 
for the conference remained for 
meetings in Ontario. Jack Noble 
is now in Chicago. III., having a 
series of children's meetings. 

* * s * * 
Peter Pell has recovered from his 

illness and surgeries, and although 
still weak, has been having meet-
ings in the Homestead Assembly in 
Grand Rapids and in Martin Road 
Assembly in Detroit. 

Bro. Reager and McClurkin had 
four good weeks in Straffordville, 
Ont. in •the Gospel. The saints were 
blessed and a few trusted the Lord. 
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Bro. Schwartz who spent a Lord's 
day at West Hill, Ont., writes: "The 
60th Wedding Anniversary of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ormer G. C. Sprunt (see 
page 140) was the occasion for an 
Open House in Toronto. Three to 
four hundred Christians came to ex-
press their congratulations. There 
were telegrams from the Premier 
of the Province, two Mayors and 
the Queen. A worthy couple, who 
have borne a good testimony among 
the Lord's people in Toronto for 
many years. Well known for their 
unstinting hospitality." Brother 
Schwartz later spent a Lord's Day 
at Dexter Ave. Assembly in Flint, 
Mich., and has gone to Huntington, 
West Va. for meetings. 

WITH CHRIST 

South Africa. A communication, 
dated May 2, tells of our esteemed 
brother Edwin Gibbs having been 
in a coma, and that it did not seem 
as if he could recover. Our brother 
and sister, Dr. and Mrs. Dewey R. 
Heetderks, were able to visit him. 
He is said to have failed rapidly 
after the death of his twin brother, 
Alfred P. Gibbs. 

A later communication tells of our 
brother Edwin Gibbs' homecall. De-
tails later, D.V. 

* * * * * 
Toronto, Ont. As suggested in our 
April issue, we add the following 
to our notice about the homecall 
of our sister, Mrs. Helena M. Joyce. 
Born and born again in Annalong, 
N. Ireland. Shortly after, gathered 
with the saints in Toronto in the 
Broadview and Brock Assemblies. 
Married to Albert Joyce in 1926. 
Lived in Grand Bend, Owen Sound 
and later in Toronto. Four children, 
all saved and in assemblies At the 
large funeral, Arnold Grattan, Al-
bert Ramsey and Win. Warke took 
part. —from Truth and Tidings 

Tillsonburg, Ont. Our beloved broth-
er, Allan Morrison, went to be with 
Christ from the Ford Hospital in 
Detroit, Michigan, on Feb 13, 1968. 
Mr. and Mrs. Morrison had gone to 
Detroit to visit where he had his 
third pacemaker put in. He was 
born in Medina, Ontario, of Scottish 
parents and was saved at an early 
age. He was in the oversight in the 
Tillsonburg Assembly, and, as the 
Lord enabled, took the gospel meet-
ing and ministered in the morning 
meeting. He is survived by his 
widow (Helena), one son (Harry, 
a servant of the Lord in London, 
Ont.), and one daughter (Mrs. Mar-
ion McIlwain). 

* * * * * 
Los Angeles, Calif. Mrs. Margaret 
Ruddock, widow of the late Andrew 
R. Ruddock, evangelist, peacefully 
passed into the presence of her 
Lord on April 16 in her 103rd year. 
She was born in the North of Ire-
land, and over eighty years ago ac-
cepted the Lord Jesus as her Sav-
iour. She has given a good testi-
mony ever since. With her husband 
and family she came to the U.S. 
in 1921, and was connected with the 
Jefferson St. Assembly until unable 
to attend the meetings. She is sur-
vived by one daughter, three sons, 
four grandchildren and fifteen great-
grandchildren. Her eldest son, John 
Ruddock, has served the Lord in 
Central America for more than 
forty years. 

Los Angeles, Calif. Hugh Ruddock 
passed into the presence of the 
Lord on May 3, after a lingering 
illness and just two weeks after his 
mother's homecall. He was born in 
Ireland and accepted Christ at the 
age of thirteen years while listen-
ing to his father tell a neighbor 
how he could be saved. A quiet, 
unassuming man, he gave a consist-
ent testimony until called Home. 
He was connected with the Assem-
bly at Culver City. 
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Mrs. George (01a) Benedict went 
to be with the Lord from her home 
in Grand Rapids, Mich., known to 
very many of the Lord's people be-
cause of her association with them 
in Grand Haven, Bellaire and Lake 
Geneva. Born in Sheridan, Mich., 
she moved with her parents at the 
age of seven by means of a covered 
wagon to Bellaire, where she grad-
uated from high school and taught 
school for six years; then married 
George Benedict of that city. They 
later moved to Grand Haven. The 
account of the Benedict family com-
ing into the meeting there is thus 
briefly noted in the annals of that 
assembly, "About this time Mr. and 
Mrs. Benedict came to the Hall. 
They had several small children and 
thought we should have a Sunday 
school. It was through their efforts 
that the children's classes were in-
augurated." Depression days forced 
the Benedicts to move to Bellaire. 

Many of our readers will remem-
ber the happy days spent with the 
saints in Bellaire — especially the 
conference each year on July 4, 
when "all the saints from every 
clime did meet, and each with all 
did all the ransomed greet." The 
tent was turned into a dormitory 
after the night meeting as was also 
the haymow and loft and W. Pell's 
Gospel Bus that toured the north 
country in those days which was 
specially constructed to provide 
sleeping quarters. Christians came 
from the Soo, Cheboygan, Flint, De-
troit, Grand Rapids, Otsego, Grand 
Haven, Chicago, etc. Souls were 
saved, Christians blessed, and some 
encouraged to devote themselves to 
the Lord's service — continuing 
therein even to this day. Coming 
back to Grand Haven our brother 
and sister addicted themselves to 
service in the Spring Lake unit of 
Rest Haven Homes, busily remodel-
ing and tenderly caring for our dear 
brother George Johnson from Chi-
cago, George Upton and the John 
Allisons from Minneapolis — Just vice. 
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to mention a few of the worthies 
whose names are written in Heav-
en. When the Spring Lake Unit of 
Rest Haven Homes was merged 
with the new building in Grand 
Rapids — to the surprise of all —
our dear sister "packed up" and 
came along, not now as a caretaker, 
but as one of our most honored 
guests. On April 29, 'thirteen years 
to the day after her husband's re-
lease, she went to be with her Sa-
viour. A daughter, Mrs. Bert (Dora) 
Smith, also went to be with the 
Lord in 1955. Mrs. Benedict leaves 
three children, Mrs. John (Frances) 
Van Dyke, Homer and Theodore 
Benedict all of Grand Haven, who 
with their children are in happy 
fellowship in the Grand Haven As-
sembly, and rise up and call her 
blessed. A memorial service was 
held in Grand Rapids, the funeral 
being in Grand Haven, shared by F. 
Detrick, P. Pell and W. J. Pell. 

• • • • • 
Albuquerque, New Mex. On Feb. 28, 
1968, at the age of 102%, Mrs. Brit-
tania Tuers Mauger passed into the 
presence of the Lord she loved and 
served for many years. Mrs. Mang-
er was born Sept. 6, 1865 in Bridge-
port, Conn. and was born again at 
a very early age. She was married 
to Mr. William Edward Mauger on 
April 20, 1892, and soon thereafter 
they moved to Denver, Colo. The 
Mangers finally settled in Albuquer-
que, New Mex. about 1900. There 
they were used of the Lord to es-
tablish a testimony which continues 
today. The Mangers entertained 
many of the Lord's servants through 
the years, such as brother John 
Bloor, Harry Ironside, Tom Carrol, 
Fred Elliot, Jim Anderson, Elliot 
McAllister, Carl Armerding and his 
sister Minnie and many others. 

Mrs. Mauger is survived by one 
son, Harry of this city. Dr. Carl 
Armerding of Dallas, Tex., and Mr. 
George Campbell of New Carlisle, 
Que., Canada, took the funeral ser- 



JESUS SAID . . . I AM THE WAY. 

Draw from dot 1 to 44 to complete picture. Then color it. 
Fill in the verse reference that the picture illustrates, and 
write the verse on lines below. 
THERE IS A WAY 	  
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Helps in Studying the Book of Mark 
(Bible Study Outlines for July to September will be in Mark) 

Meditations in Mark by August Van Ryn 
Thought stimulating, devotional and practical. 

256 pages, $3.00 

Addresses on the Gospel of Mark by H. A. Ironside 
Presents the Lord Jesus Christ as the ever faithful ser- 
vant of God. 	 252 pages, $3.00 

Word Studies by Kenneth S. Wuest 
Mark in the Greek New Testament for the English 
reader. Regardless of how many other commentaries 
and helps on Mark he may have on his shelves, the 
Christian teacher will be well advised not to pass this 
one up. It is the cream of firsthand research and re-
flection on the part of one who is a New Testament 
scholar. 300 pages, paper, $2.25 

Mark, the Gospel for Active and Practical Men 
by Walter C. Wright 

Help on the Gospel of Mark so inexpensively priced 
that it is within the reach of all. 128 pages, paper, 39c 

Mark, the Man and His Message by E. M. Blaiklock 
An interesting book in which some lessons are drawn 
from the life of Mark as well as from •the message he 
wrote. 	 112 pages, paper, 95c 

Gospel Folio Press, Box 2041, Grand Rapids, Mich. 49501 
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